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T too frequently happens, that the Pubhc ﬁnd' ,

it dlﬂicult to obtain clear and fatisfactory

N 1nformat1on, upon thofe fubjeéts whlch materially
concern them ¢ and- whilft. Truth is with-held by
fome, and .Falfehood mduﬁrlouﬂy circulated by

~ others, it is no wonder if the opxmons Whlch are :

- adopted, ‘and :the ‘decifions which are formed

“thould be erroneous. - This error ought to be cor=-

“rc&ed rather than blamed ;. for what_ rlght have
we_ to exped, that no attention fhould be paid to,‘" o
the information which s produced, becaufe more ~
'authentlc mformauon may be produced ?: or that =
1o Judgement fhould be fuffered to pafs upon ‘the
~evidence which is colle@ed, becaufe it is. pofiible "~
‘that more complete evidence may be colle@ed herea
 after? 1If, however, fuch errors, when thcy anfe
~dn common hfe, arenot to be blamed or atleaft nog
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 with a phllofophxcal feverity, yet they ought, un-
- doubtedly, to be'corrected : and the proper mode

of corretting them, is, by producing Truth, and
: -oppoﬁng it to Falfchood. But here difficulties are

apt to arife ; and that commumcatlon of circum-

- ftantial Truth, which is neceffary to the eluci-
. ‘_datxon of any partlcular fubjeét, cannot, in many.
jmf’cances, be looked - for, except from thofe per-
~{ons who are fo 1nt1mately conne&ed with that
,fubJeé’t, that their 1mpart1ahty s lmmedxately
qucﬁloned and it ‘may be, that. “Truth. itfelf,
~ coming from fuch a quarter, wxll meet w1th a
“much lefs favourable receptlon in the world than -
| tanonymous Falfehood. B AT AR E
I am well aware that this reafomng is pecuharly -
o ,appllcable to myfelf' when I venture to deliver to
the Public any mformatlon, or any oplmon,/rela-» o
} txve to the fubject of Tea. It is, I confefs, a
; ﬁlbjﬁ'&. which is placed fo near to me, that fome

doubt may reafonably be entertaxned ‘whether I

- - canview itin ajuft light. T will only fay, that-I
| “have moft carefully endeavoured to do fo, by re-
-moving myfelf, as ‘nearly as pofiible, to the proper
~point of diftance ; and as the thing, However diffi-
“cult, is by no means impofiible, Irequef’c that

' the Public will not prejudge my failure in this
“attempt . at 1mpart1ahty 1 have watched myfelf

~narrowly : I expeét to be, and I'even'with to be,

o .Watched narrowly by others, and :[hould itbe
~ found, that whilt I-am endeavourmg to ‘prevent
- - the a.doptlon of prejudxces, Iam under the mﬂu-
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then rnerlt the fevereft reproof, -

: ,cnce of them myfelf I readlly confefs that I fhall ¥

There is on€’other fufpxcwn which I wifh to g'uarda .

agamf’c, it is.that of my being biaffed by party -
. opinions. “The very ideaof a perfon in my humble
~~ﬁtuat10n ofhfe, attachmo hxmfelf toa party, and" o
fancymg that he is capable of aﬂ'ordmg it fervxce "
| kand fu pport, is, T confefs, perfe&ly rxdlculous. And :
“yet {fuch thmgs, rldxculous as they may feem, are R
 believed a&tually to happen and I have already ,
- been told, more than once, that i in the unimportant
- part which 1 have hitherto taken in this buﬁnefs,I '

have been gurded not by prmcrple, but by party

‘attachments, or even party mﬂuence. " Thisisan
~ opinion which 1 am. anxious to remove, . becaufe, e

whilftitis enterta.med T canfiot poﬂ'ibly be thought -

"deferving of a moment’s attention. - I fhould, it'is o
true, recervefatlsfa&ron ,let who would be Mrmﬁer, :

in promoting any plan of general utlhty “And,
unlefs the wheel of Government were very cracked o

* and crazed indeed, I would rather be the unaf- "

‘fumma fly that goes with it, than the i 1mpert1nent o
B pebb]e that endeavours to obﬁru& its motion. It :
is true, that I have frequently Walted upon Mr.-

Pitt, and that Mr., Pitthas afked me many quettions
rélative to the Tea-trade I have anfwered them as -

~feurly and as exp11c1tly asIcould: I truft, w1th- AR

- out rudenefs; I am fure, without ferv111ty andif

- any other Minifter had thought proper to’ confult LT

- me upon a fubje&, which thus near]y concerned -
. my own profeﬁ’lon, and the Public in general, T

would ha,ve glven to him, as I have done to the -
| | 'A' 2 S Pfcfent
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e prefent Mxmfter, the beﬂ: mformatlon inmy, power. '
But'it'is high time to quit ‘this intfodution, and -

o f;o ha{’cen to that fubje&: to whxch it is mtended to
T beheve it will be generally allowed that the

Jlate A&: of Parhannent, by which an alteration was

“made in the duties upon Tea, and an add1t10nal "

duty waslaid upon ‘Windows, does, at thxs moment,

~very much engage the publxc attention, . In order

- to throw, if poﬁlble, forme llght upon ‘this fubjeél:,

1 would wxlh t0 conﬁder, in the firft place, ‘what
' was the orlgmal Caufe, and alfo ‘the Intent of thls "

“Bill; to fhew, in the fecond place, in ‘what refpeél:s

_ i it has hxtherto falled and the'caufes of thatfallure, .
" and laftly, to point out, as far as it may bein my ~
ower, thofe mcthods whxch are moft hkely to -
' correct this fallurc, to remove the pr1nc1pal obs
Je&xons that-are made to this A&, and to render it N
z produ&xve of the good purpofes for whlch it was e

o framed.

That the caufe of th1s Blll may be properly un? -f

L derﬁood it will be neceflary to recolle, that the

.~ Faft India Company poffefs an excluﬁve rlght of ‘

: {upplying Great Britain and Ireland and the De-e
- pendencies of Great Brltaln, with. Tea Of thls e
. right the Company have been fo far depl‘lVCd and

s theSmugorler has become fo formidable arival, that,

- - upon the moft moderate computation, they (hared)' ®
DR “the. Tea trade equally between them; and, accord-
. ingto fome calculatlons} the Smuggler had two.-

 thirds of it,  This mtrlngement upon the com= o
‘,f'me;ce of the Eaft Indta Company was, clearly, a
: t _ , : maugr -

\
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'mattet of very reat lmportance to themfelves, it
- ,was alfo an evilwhichfo matenally affected Govern-
- ment, and the Pubhc in general, that fome remedyv/ B
, appeared to'be mdlfpenfably neceﬁ'ary The artlcle
of Teahadbeenfo repmtedly an objeé't of taxation, ‘
~that the duty upon it amounted at lenOth to very o
'nearly cent. per cent. : ‘and fuch a temptation' was,
confequently held out for the evafion of this duty, |
~that the utmoi’c rlgour of the Exc1fe Laws aﬁ'orded' -
~but ‘a very feeble check toit. ‘Nay more, thofe.
‘ Exc1le Laws, whxch had been framed for the fup- B
e prefﬁon of this evil, were converted, by the wifdom
- ofthe dlfobedxent, intoits proteéhon anid the fame'. X
o 'Pcrmlr which was granted for the Teas of the Eaft’ R
o ."Indxa Company, fheltered thofe of the SmUogler,'.
~ To fo great a hexght had' ‘this 1llegal traffic beey
. carrxed that dealers, reﬁdlng even in the Capica] SNt
could almoft conﬂ:antly purchafe very laroe quan-’ U
- tities of Tea, which, it was well known, had nevcr.,: -

. paid any duty, and whxeh neverthelefs came into
the dealer’s fhop, with as. regular a Perrmt, and
with as'much fafety, as if the goods had bcen de-
- livered from the warchoufes of the Eaﬂ:Indla Com-

| 'pany, and had pald the full duties. - Nor ‘was this .

: :trade conﬁned to perfons ina fmall Way of buﬁne&, E
- orof doubtful chara&erin the worlds it was carrled:-

-on by the moft extenﬁve dealers, and by thofe )
_ who poﬁ'eﬂ'ed the f’alreﬂ: xeputanon It was carmed"j o
o on’ tooby thofe whoavowed and defended thedeed

I am glad they did avow lt, for i it favcs me the -
| ‘unpleafant office of ﬁr[t mentlonmg, as I certainly |
. 'jy 'ﬂxould have thought it my duty to do, a praétlcc,"‘ AR
' hlch howcvcr fanétxﬁcd by numbErs, Thave tinie |
TR formly RN
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formly condemned and avoxded Nor do I clalm

~any kind_ of merit in havmg done fo,‘ Iavoided the
praéhce, becaufe I thought it ‘wrong: other peoplcﬁ.“
adopted ity becaufe they thouohtxt rlght ‘and it is e
well known, that the’ fame aét Wlll deferveclly be "

' ponounced elther good or; bad accordmg to: thei’ o
* different laws by Wl‘llcl’l itis tried. Whatever opx- .

- nion may. be formed upen. thefe Laws of z/ae Tea-
dm/ers, I thlnk it will be’ unrverfally allowed that i
‘that law of z‘/ae land,: which'leaves ever 'y man at li-

berty t0 aét as he pleafes, and whrch ferves asare-.

~ ftraint to thofe only who are a reﬁrarnt to: them-: o
felves, no longer anfwers themtentlons of thofe who R
~ framed it.- I'have mentloned this cxrcum&ance, in
order to. thew the mefﬁcacy, and the ftriking per-

verﬁon, of the Excife Laws; and I hope no perfon

- will imagine that 1 have thus touched upon the
pra&rcal hlf’cory of the Tea-dealers, in order to
. affume credlt, or to draw advantacre, to myfelf at

the expence of others I repeat, that Iam drvulgmg

/" no fecret: and 1 never deﬁre erther credrtor advan- :

tage, whlch are to be thus acquxred Tam alfo hap-

~py.to ‘declare, that there are-many perfons in the

T ea-trade, who have. as cordlally condemned and
as umformly fhunned this p,raélrce as. myfelf
Itisout ofmy province, and, indeed, out.of my

| ~power, to enumerate all the evils whxch attendedf"" |
" this devxatlon frorn the fplrxt of the Eaft Indla o

Company s Charter, I Wlll content myfelf thh;'

o briefly faym ‘that they were del‘lVCd of, at leaft, i

 half their commerce in the important article: (1m~‘ ‘

1o

B
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was def'rauded of 2 conﬁderable revenue a very
large fum was raifed, moft unequally, and confe<
) quently moft unequn:ably, upon only a part. of the -
-confumels of Tea; the fair dealer was opprefied,
~and almoft borne’ down by the Smug ler; and
- 'f'orewn Compames had abfolutely entered into the
oo Chlna Trade, not to fupply the demands of thexr

own country, but to feed our 1llxc1t trade. . ... .
‘After this brief, and Iam fure, xmperfeét eata-‘

locue of the evils of Smuggllnor 1 may farrly affign

them as the mufe of the late Bill : ‘and no perfon, I

b thmk ‘who wifhes well to this country, will deny,’ |
that the. mterference of the legxﬂature was become;
hxghly neceﬁ'ary, in order to oppofe this great and. -
“growing evil. | o
- The general Intent of this Bxll already appeags 3
it was the fuppreﬂion of Smugghng, and, thus
o far at lea(’t the intent Was commendable. But it
s poﬁible that the Ob_]C& in view might be good -
and’ yet the means of obtammmt, bad it will
"therefore ‘be. neceﬁ'ary to confider the particular
- means by which Government mtended to accomplrﬂt o
. thls defirable purpofe. oy
. The hlgh duties upon Tea had as I have already S
ﬂ obferved afforded a temptation to the Smuggler,' i
- whlch no laws had been able to connteraél: Nor l
did it appear probable, that any, which were cons
: ﬁﬁ:ent with the mild nature of the - Brmfh Conl’tx-
- tutron, could vanquxfh fo formidable an . enemy g
- He was to be deftroyed, not by force of arms, ‘bug
by the fuppreffion of that gain, which had hitherto
| encouragecl hrs depredatxons and it was reafonablc ,
‘ : ‘ N

N
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‘o conclude, that when nothmg was to be got by
Smugglmg, there would be no Smuggler. The - .
. enormous duty upon: Ted was, then, reduced and -
fo lxttle was left, that it could by no. means’ makeA »
. amends for ‘that rifk to'which an illicit Trade is
liable.’ Thus far all was well': and thus far! everyf'_. i
“man'in’ the kmgdom, except the Smugo*le. ‘was |
contented. But as the reduétion of the’ Duty uponf
Teay of courfe reduced the pubhc revenue; and at
~ a time; when even more money than had hitherto
been ‘raifed; was reqmﬁte, it' became abfolutely."l -
neceﬁ'ary to: conﬁder, in what way thxs deﬁmency.f, o

~ fhould b fupplied. The way which was propofed;

~ and whlch has been adopted, was, by an addmonal' i
; Duty upon Wmdows. S
~In'entering upon this part of the fubJe"l: Whlch G
s certamly the leaft pleaﬁng to myfelf and’ pro-f’
. bably to the reader, I hope.I'may be allowed the

fmall prlvxlecre of beftowing a new Name 1 upon t that

- Bill, which is the obje&: of our prefent, conﬁdera-

'tlon. A good Name would be better than | precious

‘ointment, ‘and would at lea{’c cure. ‘thofe Com-
plamts, which are, I verlly thmk to. be accrlbuted |

‘to the bad. Name Wthh was given to ‘this Bill

© upon its firft appearance in the World.~ g
of the Commutatzon Bill; {hall beg leave to callit |
I thall omit, for the fake of brev1ty,' R
~the other appellabtxon of the Wmdow Bill, to S

the T e Blll

Whlch I ‘confefs it has an equal right.

~ Tdo not know the words which Mr tht made-,,“v |
ufe of, when he firft opened this Sub;eé’t in the
Houfe of Commons. ‘But 1f he a&ually called it

‘3 e Ly Lt QCOM-'":,

Inﬁeada -
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~aCommutation could not poflibly take place: and
he who could believe the. promlfe of fuch a pal+
pable impoffibility, has no right to be fevere: upon

“the perfon who made it Indeed if I-were anxious ,
~tochargeanyone with havmgdecewed me; 1 thould
) certamly with to- brmg fome better. proof agamft B
* him; than his not having performed a promife,
VWthh when it was made, I muft have known it -
was 1mpo{l'1ble for him to perform.  Where there

could be no. decext, there could be no decewer.

- But though the Bill could not be called; in this
fenfe of the word, a Cammamtwn Bxll, yetyin an= -
other fenfe, it mioht lay claim to that title. It
was to commute one Tax for another : and I be= -
' 'lxeve the Public were given to underl‘cand, that the-
'_A_new Tax would be, #pon the whole, more eligible
- ._than ‘the- old one, for which it was commuted. ,

They were not to_look for perfect pecumary equa-

lity; but to compare ell thofe evils which were to
~ be brouoht on by the new Tax, with thofe ‘which

g "were to be removed by the alteratlon ‘of the old

" one, - The evil which is. brought on by the. new
Tax is of the. pecumary kind:.and, if we con="

‘ﬁder the fums which are to be paid by mdwxduals" S
of the dxﬂ'erent claffes which are marked out by’j_
' the A&, we muft allow it to be a very ferioys evil:

| a Cbmmumz‘zan Bxll he furely could n0t meaa A
Commutation of perfeﬁ pecuniary Egmzlzz{y “he couldv i
not mean, that every man fhould fave premfely as

v \much in the dxﬁ'erence of the Price of his Tea; as. o
~he would pay for his additional Tax upon Win«.

dows. Unlefs the ‘quantities and the prices yof Tea,
confumed 1n ﬁmllar houfes, had been fimilary fuch'

e
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“nor doI wiflr to. make it appear lefs than it aé’buaﬂy’
oIS Some 111 confequences which:Had. arifen: from:
~ the old Tax, and which were- therefore to-be im=
| puted'toit; T have Already. enumerated.
the. pecumary evil. by ahy mean§ a: trivialiome:

Nor was

This evil-was to be; in:a confiderablé degree;: and

~the otherevils-wete to Be. a;hnoﬁ complet‘EIy, res
moved. Now if for.the pe{fumary eviliof the new
* Tax, the:Public in:general were! to rbceiveamate:
~rialy though not a: perfedly’ adequste; pecu’mary ».
* compenfation ; and if the other evils: which: h4d
- already injured;andwere lxkcly to injure ftillmore;
~ the revenue;, the: commerce;. and:the' commercial
integrity, of this country; were to-be completely
removed; I really think I might. venture: to' fay;
N that the Bill would, in that cafe; hold out'an advam‘
A ’,taoeous Commutation to the Pubhc.
- wds the Commutétlon which Lalways thought was

- This, tooy’

mtended to be: held out;, and whatever the meﬁer -

_mlohtl fay,. when this- fub_]e& was firft, and,: . pera
haps, fomewhat haftily,. mientioned in- the. Houfe;

I am fure that afterwards, when it came to be fully

. debated, he did exprefsly declare, that this Bill did
" notpromife an exact pecuniary, equélity. o -

As far'then as I'can judge of the. Intent of th}s‘;'

Blll, it was, to. fupprefs the Stnuogllng of Tea; by

reducmg the duty upon it ; and to make. oood t0 . -

the Revenue the lofs Wthh this: redu&xon would -

occafion; by a new duty, which thould be;,; ﬂpm tbe

~ awhole, more’ ehglble than the-old oné;

Havmg thus confidered the Caufe; : aid the In-'

\ B 'nm‘, of: the T ea Bxll I ihall now endeavour to

S

()
(hew in what refpeé’cs itchas hlthCl‘tO fazled and thc

‘Cauﬁs of that failure, o
~Of that grand objed, the fup’Freﬂion of Smug-
;alxng, ivis 100 foon toludge.
‘which was in the kingdom when this Blll paﬁ'cd
‘into a ]aw, was not; by phat law, to be. anmlulated
‘and the “Tea, which was upon t the contment, apd :
“which ‘had been 1mported thither for the exprefs
'purpofe of fupplymg this 'ifland, was nog likely .to
 be averted even by that reduéhon of prlce at whxch
.the Bill almed from lts orxgmal de(’rmatxon Thc |
. Owners of fuch Teawould naturally tbmk it more
'ehgfble to dxfpofe of their goods at a conﬁderable ’
Tofs, ‘ than not to dxfpofe of | them at all |
‘the d111gence of Smugglers was capable of bemg ;
“ericreafed, it was likely to be fo, for a time, by that *
A&, which threatened their final deffryction, Iam
not ‘therefore alarmed by the temporary prevalence
“or elevated by its temporary ¢ cefla-

fion: but 1 look forward to the e&abhﬂlment of,f, )
_ fuc*h moderate prxces of Tea in thls country, as‘;_,_'v”.
: Ihall prevent any forelgn mnon ﬁom lmportmg
' t‘hat rommodrty from Chlm for our ufe; perhap.,-
- forits own. '1If, however, the prefent ﬁtuauon of

Smuorglmg is not to be corrﬁdexed asd erltenon by:;_ -

* which the mencs of: the Tea Blll are to be already;".- i
,\ _Jjudged, yetitis a c1rcumﬁance coneermgxor which e

the Public may with to receive fome mformanon. =

~ As far as I have been able to learn, Smugglmg has
. already‘ recenved a. very material check 5 nothrh-,'

ﬁandmf large quantmes of Tea are occaﬁlc;::;léy{ e

he unlawful Tea

of Smugglm

Bz

\

And 1f
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landed upon fome parts of the coaft, and are con-
~veyed thence under the protetion of very formx- ,

“dable parties of Smugglers,

Asa proof that Smuggling has‘a.é'tually recexvcd ‘

‘2 material check, I am happy to add, that, as I am
credlbly informed, fcarcely any Joofe Tea (for that

_ 1is the appellatxon which has ‘been bcftoweci upon

) that f'muogled Tea whlch was fold under the fanc-

~time in London. ;.

By faymo that eiren the lntended reduéhon of

. the price of Tea would not have given 1mmed1ate
~and complece eﬂicacy ta the Tea Bill, I do nat

\mean to fay, that' it was a matter of llttle confe-

*.quence, - whethcr the intended - redu&xon took

- place at thls time, or not, - _ Itis a-matter ofgreat: :
: confequence ta the ultlma.te obJe& ofthxs Bill; It: o

isa matter of 1mmed1ate confequence to thofe

~ tion of - a leoal Permxt) is to bc purchafcd at: thxs :

.

B _perfons, f'rom whom an additional Wmdow Tax '

T

SEPRNRRINS J

18 already exacted ; ; _and nothmo thould have in-
}_ duced me to deliver any opinion, or any mforma—- '
tion, upon the prefent fubje&, if I had meantto
hrink from this part of the enquiry. I 'will en-
*deavour to ‘meet it falrly.—-ln order to do fo, I
'ihall comparc thofe average prices of Tea which
- were held out before the fale, with Lhofe at which
the Teas of the laft fale (including both parts of

~it), and alfo thofo of the prwatc tradc fale, ‘
B aétually foldq |

. .-7"%?{‘?@89 »

| e
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_Average Prices . which were held

Average Pnces at which each S, e-
out before the Sale, excluﬁvo of :

- Duty. [ .. the. 16th ofSeptember, excluﬁvc' =
: B L o ofDuty AT R

i N Per lb' Pfer,lb;.-
\Bohea,' e 1s.g9di *’—- 15, 7dg
‘Congou, -—- o zs 6de e 4.5, 9d.2

'-,Souchong, cimemc i3S g4ds L —— 6s.5d.%

. Singlo, . eegsegde e ;...3-s.~gd.
Hyfon, S --- 55._8d | — bs.Sd.x

:It is rrght to obferve, that I have not made any

AllowanCe for that excefs of prlce, which it was -
kcertamly reafonable to expe& at the commcnce— :
1 muft alfo take notice,
~ that when the; prices at which the Eaft India Com~
_;pany were expe&ed to fe)l their Teas, under the -

.ment of the new plan.

fnew regulatxon, were firft mentloned nota word

~was faid .upon the fubleét of Dxfcount 1t-was .

“therefore reafonable to conclude, that the cufto-
‘mary . allowance of Difcount. would bc dedu&ed

-ffrom thofcprxces., SR i e
e appears from this comparanve v1ew, that thc

‘average price of Bohea Tea is lefs than that which

was held out to the Publlc, and of Singlo, but 3
very lictle more. With refpect to thefe fpecxes of.

Tea, there i Is, therefore, no caufe of comp laint.

The excefs in the price of Hyfon Tea is not very .
‘ ;'conﬁdcrable, and when we reflect, that dlﬁicul«-f :

‘ties and unfavourablc cxrcumﬂancesufually accom-

‘pany great alteratxons, and that the alteration in

- the duties upon Tea ‘has had its fhare of them, I o
fhould hope that thls fallure in the promxfed res
du&ion of the price of Hyfon Tea, would not ex-
~ cite much- dlﬁansfaé’tlon 5 the cxccfs wrll ~I truﬁ o
, .hg of fhor; duratlon. i =

. cies of 'Tea has aftually fold fmca o

e
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Of the dxﬁicultxes to whxch T have alIuded I'

- vﬂmall fhortly take further notice.—The fallure in

‘, ethe redu&xon of the' Pnces of Congo and Sou-

| -T,chong Teas in confiderable indeed : and 1 confefs,‘ |

~without fcruple, that the confumersof thefe fpecms ‘
‘of Tea have reafon to be extremely dxﬂ’atlsﬁed S

*The redu&ijon in ‘the prxce of Congo and Soy-

,”chonor certainly does not make any thing hke that -
- pecuniary compenfatlon forthe addxttonal Wmdow

* “Tax, whichevery man,after making the moﬁlxbe;al -

~

1 mlcht, perhaps, ‘venture to

allowance fot the dlﬂicultxes of a new {cheme, had ,
a rwht to’ expe&
,aﬁ"ert, that i it would be more advantageous to the
Public to pay 85, per Pound for their Souchong, :
Teaas they ufed to do; if nearly the half of that
fum went into the Public Treafury, than 5. 84.

pér Paund for the fame Tea, as they now do,
when 55 od. 4.-9ths are pald to the Company, and

only 74. 5-gths for the ufe of the Public. 1 have

" not mentioned’ the Tradefman s proﬁt on exther'

fide : he doubt]efs had it under the old reoulatlon,

and will doubtlefs expedt it under the new.”

Thou0h the: failure of the Tea Bxll wlth ref e& -

'to the fuppreﬁion of Smugghng, cannot, from the

prefent ftate of that Trade, be afcertained, yet ] I

~ do not fcruple to detlare, that, if the hloh prxce/

of Congou and Souchong Teas ihould continue, .

' there 1s no doubt but that Smuoglmg would alfo |

" continue ; at leaft there 1s nothmg in the Tea Bill
' whlchxcould fupprefs it; and the merxt oflts bemg S

B Tuppreﬁ“ed by any other Bill, would rather exagge-' o

o rate, than atone for, the failure of fuppreﬂ”wn by this
o . Bxll o

%rated
gler; and thofe perfons. who- had reconciled: theif
- confciences to a Trade; which, ‘however unlawfuly _‘

- was’ extremely profitable;. weuld ehdeavour, by’

‘every ftratagen; to rénder inefe&udl a: Billy of

(rs)

Bil] {3 Smugghng could have been fuppreﬁ‘ea, ~
whxli’c the high prices. of Tea cofitinuedy there. Was"
‘no neceﬁity for a Commutatlon.

have alread/ faidy was;. I beheve, 'xmpoﬁible. B
It isy theny cvxdent, .that the Bill has hlthertd

fmled to'reduce the price of Congou: and Souchong "
Teas fo much,. or any- thmo' lxkc fo much, asit
cand ibz: failure his. a}read}r ’
produced another failure 5 viz; that of the peecus
 niary Cempenfatlon which, might! reafodably have
,been expe&ed 5.:and unlefs. fome proper remedy' .
can be applied, it feems*hkely to fuperinduce: the
additional failure of chat grard ebject of -the’ Tea i; o
. Bxll the Suppreffion of Smuggling. o

oucrht to have denes

I‘ {".5 2o

But this, - asr I !

The cszes of this: failure.are now to be enumea

It was natural to imagin& that the Smug—_

which the avowed. intent Wwasy tO; def’croy their fas

~ vourite Traﬁic. TFhe Firft Tea Sale, fubf’equen&:' .
to the alted ation: of duty, confifted of two partyi i
in-the-firfk. part were thofe Teas which had beeti
returned by the former purchafers to the Company i
in the Seeond were the. new Teas, which'were nes
ceﬁ'ary to. complete. the quantity contained: i the

. Company sdeclaratlon. The commienceirient of'the e

- firft part of this Sale was: fuch .as ‘at ohce aﬁ*b-
mfhed and. mortxﬁed the.fair Dealer, and ﬁmmo!f e
mdxcated the artful mterference of the: Smugé’le?'. R

,Thxs fufpxcxon was, - in. thc courfe of the Sale; rés

| peatedly‘ S
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o peatedly confirmed : nor was it bare fufpxcrong_ o
for a certain Dealer, who has an- undoubted right |
"~ to.be belie ved when he fays he is well acquamted B i reduced to therr laft leaf; ‘and the fupply for each :
‘with .the. intention of Smugglers, declared, that |
~ #¢ Péerfons on the other fide of the water,: who -
~ were - pofiefled * of Twenty or - Thirty thoufand
,pounda each, were ‘determined to keep up, the -
- Pricesof Tea; and that they could do fo, notwith«
~ ftanding any . oppoﬁtron which they- might meet
‘with.”- And I have fince .been affured, that the

= eman
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~ looked forward' for the Proml{ed and. confolatory o
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| the Tea-dealers alone without Tea thofe of'almoft i { '}
every private: family in the kmgdom had been'

,meal was bought, grudgingly, at the old ‘price. |
- To the'16th of September the day ‘upon which =
the alteration in duty wasto take place, the Public -~

. reduétion of the | price of Tea: and it was with the o
'utmoﬂt 1mpat1ence that they fubmitted to the Ihort e
delay, which was neceﬁ'ary for the fale ofthat Tea, N

o comblnatlon Wthh was formed, in order to keep -

- up the prices of ‘Téa at the firft part of the Sale,
~has been acknowledged by thofe who were con«

cerned init. 1 will venture then to aﬁ'ert and 1 L

ibelreve every honeft and attentive Tea-dealer will
-join me in the. aiTertron, that the artful effort of thé

-+ Smuggler and his abettors, was one’ Caufe of the.'y '\

~"prefent failure of the Tea Bill." o
- Nor had ‘the Smugoler, in whom the oppol’te
'vqualrtles of Moloch and Belialare fo happily united,

that he is, at all trmes, equally prepared for War, ‘
or for Wiles, a very arduous tafk to perform ¢ for

every Tea-dealer whom he met in the Sale- -room;

. Was almoft ‘wholly . deftitute of Tea -We rmovht,
- therefore, adopt, fomewhat too readrly, thofe prrces 5

~ which neither our own wants, urgent as they werey

~ had formed, nor our own judgment had approved~ 4
. but which had been fixed by the artifices of the
| \’enemy And let not the Public be too fevere upon -
Lo ,\the intemperance of thofe, who, after havmg been
 reduced to a ftate of famine, had, on a fudden,
T plenty fet before them, Nor were thc Camﬁers l(:f b
' v the

- ‘and for its dehvery The Public, who were thus
L eager to ‘be fupplied, will, I truft, exercrfea litele -

: lenrty towards the fair dealers. who were, perhaps, SO
‘- too eager to fupply them. =~ |

L OfS ouchong and Congoq Teas the fcarcrty was

ﬁlll ‘more extenﬁve, for thé haf’c Indla Company Y ,
\ themfelves had not by : any means. a fufﬁcxentquan- TSR
tity of thofe fpecxes in their warehoufes CThis

circumftance was well known to the Smuggler :-

v‘.~ and: it is not to,be {uppofed that he could be ap- N
vprrzed of the weaknefs of lns adverfary, wrthout T
© taking advaptage of it.” e

“The principal caufes ofthe prefent fallure ofthe o
Tea A&, and the chief dlﬂicultles which accom-

- panied the'Tea revolution, were, then, the artifices |
- of the Smucrgler, and the fcarcrty of Tea through— -
. out ‘the kingdom : not only in the fhop of the

Tea—dealer, and in the clofet of the Confumer,‘

i bur alfo in the warehoufes ofthe Eaﬁ Indra Com- o
§ pany. & | e
. Thefe caufes do not entrrely agree wrth thofe o
whrch have hrthcrto been produced to the Publics - .
ARERE AN g G for
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,; for the prefent fallure in the redu&lon of the price;
‘j-ofTea has 1epeateclly been attrlbuted to the Mini-
- fter, to the Faft India Company, and the Tea- .
With', refpe& to the Mlmf’ter, and the o
Eaft . lndla Company,’ it is not my provipce | to
~enter,at large, into: aJu{’tlﬁcatton of the meafures .
e of the one, or of the conduét of the other they .

~ would, ofcourfe, defplfe fofeeble an. advocate But
- »thouch 1 fhall not attempt to fay every thmg which =~
- may be faid upon this fubjed, it is neceffary that

T thould fay fomethmg —The. Tea Ad held out
to the Public certain - prices,. at or. near . whlch
ach fpecnes of Tea was expe&ed to be fold under g

the new regulatton

and the A& alfo contamed
claufes, which were expreﬂy calculated to prevent

 any material deviation from thofe prices. . The -
 Eaft . India Company | were ‘to keep ©a ﬁoek of

¢ Tea, at leaft equal to one year’s confumptlon,
e accordxng ‘to the fales of the ptecedmg year,

< always beforehand They were to make, at the

< leaft, four fales in every year. They were. toex-

‘ .v“‘ pofe to publtc fale, at the leaft, five mxlllons of
88 pounds weight of Tea,” at. the Firft Sale, and
'to put up,. at the leaf’t two rmlhons and a half .

- at the Second Sale.
e Company oblxged to put up at. their two ﬁrl’t Sales, .
-~ alarger quantlty of Tea than they had ufually /

- delivered in twelve monthsl and a larger quantity -
~than the confumptlon, ‘both legal and illegal, of
fix months, had, according to the moi’t probable .

‘ calculatxons, ever been. ST TN

Thus wete the Eaﬁ. Indla

Y Souchong Teas.

e 19)

Thc prlces at Whmh each fpeeles ofTea was. to

be put up at the’ four firft fales were not to exceed

: thofe mentxoned in the aét Provxﬁon was allo
~ made for 4 reoular importation of Tea ;. and for
~vits ndver. being expofed tofale athigherprices than
- thofe/which it actually. coft the ‘Company. .
~all thefe cautions fhould xmmedxately produce their
full eﬁ"e& and that the average prices of the Tea ks
 which.was to be fold at the ﬁrft fale, {hould notat |
: ‘all ‘excced thofe at. ‘which the Plan almed wasmore, - .
. & belle\/e, ‘than ‘Mr. Pitt promlfed or than. the»"_
Dealers in Tea expe&ed but I alfo, bel1eve that e
~ both Mr. Pirt and the Dealers in' Tea did expeé’c '
- that the" excefs of price would have been incon~
‘ﬁderable and eonfequently lefs, very far lefs, than
it has a&ually been, W1th refpe& to Concou and ,
| Town thac I did not expe& fuch
.~ a failure myfelf nor can I, after the moft cool
~and impartial examination of what has pa{’t ﬁndi o
~any reafon to condemn myfelf for not havmg ex-

"[peéted 1t.

. The Eaﬂ: Indta Dxre&ors appear to me to have E

g done every thing in their power, after the Bill had
' Lpaﬁ'ed to give: eﬁicacy to the plan, and to infure
thofe reduced prlces ‘of Tea which it promlfed
 Inftead of putting. up barely five millions of Tea -
R ,'at the ﬁrﬂ: Saley as they were bound to do, they
put up nearly fix mllllons and a quarter ; norwas -
‘ "thxs all 5 ,

o lower prlces than thofe which were mentioned in
“the A& fo that, lni’tead of “adhering {‘trxftly to-

for they put up fome fpecies of Tea, at

: Y | 'the quantxty and to the prxces WlllCh the Tea A&

C 2 \"ould'-- ‘

RN

That
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~ would have warranted they miade a devxatlon thh

E , _refpe& to each, in favour of the Public. o
~ But notw1th{‘candmg all thxs, the Dn‘eé’tors who

Pl‘eﬁded at 'the Sale, faw, T hope with regret,

i ,1mmoderate prices given for fome fpecxes of Tea, .

and too much for others:: To reftrain this evil was,

. '_'however, out. of their power 3 and they- mlght as

~well have fald to’ the raging waves of the ocean, o

as'to the deﬁgmng Tea-buyer, ¢« Thus far fhalt
- Nay more; the

e thou come, and®no. furthe1

‘Dxre&ors, at the requeft of the fair dealers in -

the Sale.

o Inis, I think, felr to obferve, m thxs place, that 1;(
- though I really think the Eaft ‘India Directors.
~ have thusendeavoured to prevent the prefe nthigh

' Tea, fufpended the Sale, and- adopted the adv1cek “i
of thofe dealers, in order to reduce, 1fpoﬂ'1ble, the
prices. whmh had been glven at: the begmmncr of o

- prlces of Tea, yet I do not mean to-affert that

o """.they are therefore entitled to any peculiar degree
5 ofpraxfe The Tea A& certainly prornxfed confide- =

rable advantages to the Eaft India Company ‘but |
all *hefe advantages depended’upon a redu&lon of

_ price..

o To endeavour then to put a ﬁop to thofe
o 'hlgh pmces, which were utterly mcompanble with,
~ the {pirit 'of the new regulation, was at once the -

. 1ntexeﬁ and the duty of the Eaft Tndia Company. L

~ This part of their duty had been recently ‘and ex-

prelly pomted out in the following words. of . the-
A& ¢c And whereas it is Juft and reafonable that:
...« the faid United Corfnpany fhould, in’ confide-

i ‘,‘f“ ration of the great bem:ﬁt whxch may refult o

B ; : e theu‘

RN

NI

« thexr commerce from ghe redu®iori- of dutxes} e

- €6 hereby made, . contribute their utmoft. endca-

- ¢¢.vours for fecu"mg to the Pablic the full beneﬁt A
- ¢¢ which will . arife from an zmmedmte and perma- -
-6 nent reduion of | prices, &c.”? e L
- Of the condu& of the Tea- dealers it 1s my pe- S
X cuhar provmce to fpeak ‘they have been blamed,
‘they have been accufed, ‘moft feverely and. unde-d |
fervedly; and’ common Ju{hce requ1res that fome
_perfon’ thould ﬂand up- in their defence, -
' \‘ioﬂice has fallen upon me.
. aswell as my own, that they had found an abler',
: -,jadvocate LT e AT L
I am aware that when a; Tea- dea]er pleads thc,;"! |
caufe of Tea- de'tlers,hlsxmpartxallty is likely to be B
‘ fufpe&ed ‘but whatever attachment- I have to-
- “them;, I hope I have fill a ftronger attachmentto
" “Truth; and if I dld not know that they: memed
. _:defence, I would not artempt to defend: therh.-
The reader will, I hope, pardon me, . if 1 orwe ‘,

,,a fhort hxi’cory of the condué of the Tea- dealers,

relative to the Tea Bill. We have not been accuf- E
- tomed to obtrude ourfelves upon the pubhc notice;
~and havmo' once told our plain and artlefs tale, we
~ fhall cneerfully leave our caufe to tl1e3ud0ment,'”f i

~ of the Public, and retire; conﬁdent of our own ‘_*

emtecrlty’ and of their candour; -

mcreafe of Smugghna

- The Tea-dealers had long beheld the a]armmg S
and they had found, that -
~ every re{’cramt, even the beft which theythemfelves, 4‘ o .
¢+ could lecommend had proved 1neﬁ’e€cual S
. ?fooner was one head fevered from this mon{’cer, e
R TR e L T e than

Thxs_: o8
I with for their fake,

forno .
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ithan another fprouted up in its place. |
~ chafe of loofe Tea was, at firlt, confined to a few

. dealers’: but when it appeared that they carrled on |
- their: trade with perfe&: fecurlty, ‘and - that, by, o

havmg dxfcovered a' cheaper market than that of
_the FEaft India Company, they were unclerfellmg

thefair Trader, and obliging him to facrifice either .

" his juft profit, or his trade,” the number of thefe .

- purchafers encreafed : and at length many perfons'
~who had: ﬁrenuoufly oppofe‘d and zealouﬂy endea-
‘ ,voured to deftroy, this commerce of art,/openly, N

: Sand yet relu&antly, engaoed in it.

A Commxttee of Tea- dealers had been e{‘cabhﬁed -

~fome years, in order to watch and countera&: the

~ {chemes of the Smuggler' and the Eaft India-

B Company very llberally agreed to fubfcribe 5ool
~towards the expences of this Soc:1ety

-great pains - to. lictle purpofe, and were. at laft
-obliged to confefs, that the chlldren of thls vvorld
~ were too wife forus.

e was; I think,. durlng the Seﬁions of Parlxa-
o ment before the laft, that we were roufed. ﬁ'om our
 ftate of defpalr, by bemo~ told that a plari was in
~agitation, for the reduction of the duties upon |

Teas and we underftood that thls plan had’ been

: prefented to the Mmlﬁer by the Eaft Indta Com-
, pany, and was favourably received. A Committee
“was alfo’ appomted by the-Houfe of Commons to =
and as we'
had ‘reafon to thmk that an’ appllcauon from the

_renquire ‘into the ftate: of Smuggling

Tea-,

The pur-

1 need not :
make any apology to the reader for dcclmmg 10
give him the detail of our dellberatlons» we took

R e

| Tea dealers to thxs Commlttee, mlght be of fer- '

e 23 )

© vice, we dehverecl ina plan fimilar, or ne'trly ﬁmt-~

er by the Ea{‘c India Company makmg, at the
’fame tlme, afew remarks upon the fubjeét._
-~ not know that any conference, relative to this bufi-
E ‘nefs, was, held between the Duke of Por tland (who,

lar to that whlch had been dehvered to the Mlm-.

Ido

“if T am not mlﬁaken, was the Mmll’ter at that

' 'ttme) and the Dealers in Tea or that-any anfwer

- was gwen to the plan w} hich had been delxvered to

the Commxttee of the Houfc of Commons : but T
the general expedtation of the Tea- dealers ‘was, -
‘that fome altelatlon would ere lo
“The 1nformatlon whxchT |
we we.e 'ablé to obtain at the India Houfe war- -
ranted this expe&atlon ; and the fubfequent pub-» 2
lication of the Reports from the Commlttee helpecl :

, take place
in the duty upon. Tea.

‘_ to conﬁrm it.

. The chance in the thf’cry,though it threatened

an 1nterrupt10n “of any plan of alteratlon which
. Amlght have been formed by no means deftroyed
- our hopes. \
all parties, that it was become highly neceITary to

puta ftop to, or at lea{’t to reduce within moderate
bounds, this. permc10us praél:lce of Smug clmg, .

It feemed to be cenerally allowed, by

- and we trufted, that,’ _wh1chever party prevailed, a

fcheme of ev1dent Utlllty, would not be abandoned.
“In thls l’tate of uncertamty, in Wthh hope pre-
vaxled ‘we ‘entered - the Sale- room at the Eaft
Indta Houfe in May, 1784, The i"ale conﬁﬂ:ed of
- a very laxge quantity of Tea; and it was certamly =
reafonable that thofe perfons who wexe to be the
a N buyers DR
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| ’fpeé‘ced alteration_of the duty upon Tea.'

o0 ) "

'_buyers of 1t, Ihould know, Whether any alteratron
~in the duty upon ‘Tea was to take place, or not,
i bef'ore the- goods, Whlch were then offered to fale,
k',"ihould be difpofed of. /As the Dxre&ms, who are
- prefent at the Sales, attend for the fole purpol'e of
o eoulatmg them, and are not authorrzed to anfwer
L queﬁlons of i 1mportance, in the name of the Court’
'ofDneﬁtors, 1 took care to give proper notlce to"

- the Gentlemenin the Dlref"tlon, onthe day previous -
to the’ Sale, of the quefhon which would be afk,ed
at the commencement of it, relatrve to the ex-
‘At the
- commencenient of the Sale, the queﬁxon was, ac-~
: :’cordmcrly afked “and the anfwér ‘given was, as
g nearlv as I can recollet‘t 1t, < That no converfatlon
"had lately taken place upon that fubJe& between the

l; ‘;Mlmf’rer and the Dlre&ors 5 that. they had no. rea- L

{on'to expeél: any alteration in- Duty at dny paru-

- cular time; but that whenever this bulinefs thould

5 _be agitated, we mwht be affured that the Gentle- |

. ‘men m the Dlreéllon would pay\a proper attentxon e

ity was, out of the power of the Dlreé‘tors to fay

more : we Were, therefore, fatlsﬁed wrth the1r an-

’,fWCI‘, and the Sale began,: R

- At thls Sale the Dealers in Tea were to prov1de 3
themfelves with Goods for the’ confumptron of fix

“‘months: ‘the ufual dlﬁance of one Sale from an~

- ‘other. And th1s was ‘done as nearly as, in general

- ithad been' done. Some perfons might buy rather
‘more than’ theu' confumptron 3 fome rather. lefs:

e

‘ ';but there was no. mateual fpeculatlon. and thexf

-

‘. S prlces
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| prtces given at thls SaIe, were the f'axr prrces, whxch

i WereJuf’tlﬁed by the c1rcumf’cances of the Trade. "
~ The Sale was: fcarcely over, when the Tea-'_’
dealers, who were of courfe loaded w1th Goods,

jheard that a Bxll was to be broucrht into’ ‘Parlia= :
- ment,’ almoi’c xmm«,dlately, in order to’ leﬂ'en the
A Meetlng of the’ Trade Was,

duty upon Tea.
called 5 and a Committee was then appoxnted in
order to wait upon the ‘Minifter, and the Eaft Indra

think neceﬂ'ary

~ Direcors,and to take fuch other ﬁ:eps as they mrght 3

- And here I craVe the attentlon of the Publtc—- |

‘whom T am forry to trouble with fo long a hrﬁory—-f o
They re= |
quxred that the intended Plan, which, they ¢ con~ .

'to-the requifition of the Tea-dealers.

| feﬁ‘ed promlfed to.be. produ&rve of advantage to

: to a heavy and rumous lofs. ,
they. exprefsly dtfclalmed T his requxﬁtlon was,

‘be comphed with., The modes which wete pomtedv

out by the Dealers in Tea were two ; Firft, that S
the Eaft India Company thould take back their

Evcry with of gam{ .

 Teas .at prime.coft : or, Secondly, that a fuﬁicrent' '
* time fhould be allowed to the Dealers to  difpofe of
their Stock; before any alteration inthe Duty thould

take place. .,After repeated Meetmgs and repeated5 o i

. ,Delxberatlons, the Eaft-India- Dtre&ors, who, when |

“the . 1dea of

' vmlttce of Tca-dealers 2

16 He FRAAN
N L . Lo . y .
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heir taking back the Tea at. prime
coﬁ: ‘was. ﬁr{’t mentloned ‘feemed to thmk icim-
: pra&xcable, fent the followmo Paper to thc Com-‘

533 :-.—"-J

gie=

indeed, allowed, by all parnes, to be pcrfc&:ly falr s |
the only Queftion was, in what manner it was to
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as At a Court “of - Dxreél;ors, the 4th off "
‘ . Auguﬁ 1784 o
o There isin agltaelon ageneral Plan for carry- ,

. mg more efl'eé’tually into execution the prevent-
e ing of Smuggling of Tea. Inthis plan the re-

e & ln.f of the former purchafers of Tea at our fales

¢ (under the alterations which may’ take place)

- ¢ forms part. In order to brmg the vvhole plan
“ to ‘matutity, it is fubmltted to the ‘confideration
s¢ of the Dealers in Tea, whofe general fentlments

e the Court wu’hes to know, whethet 11: wxll be
éc 3 fufficient relief to- ‘them to ‘receive back the
e compleat lots of uncleared Teas in the Com-

% pany’s Warehoufes at the prices they pald for

¢ them, upon receiving certificatés from the Coin-

. *;“ Pany whtch fhall be taken as cafh at their future S

< fale,’ or if not pald in at the next prompt then
e 1o be payable at the Company s Treafury on
'v“demand”"" o : o i

T he Commtttee xmmedla,tely called a General'w
- Meetmg of the Trade; by whom the followmg.
g Anfwex was glven to the Dlre&ors s

¢ At a General Meetmg of the Dealers in
-« Tea, ‘held atthe New Yotk Coﬁ"ee Houfe,
. on Thurfday, Auguﬁ sth, 1784 e
< The propoﬁuon of 'the Dire&oré of the’ Eaﬁ:‘.
e Indxa Company bemg ‘taken ‘inito conﬁderatlon;
- g8 1t 1s unammouﬂy acrreed by the Holders of Téd

""'"'_“'th refp_eé't to! thlf |
e Teas in the Ea{’c Indla"-Com Aa'ny S W
“« they are ready to- return them to ‘the Eat” Indla"--; P

o« Company

46 liberty -to’ rejet the remalnmg parts ‘of thofe' B
« < ots, * of which any part fhall have been. cleared'

(27)

e Company at prime coft the Companv belncr at

- << after the sthof Auguﬁ - And the Dealers’ in

¢ Tea w1ll cheerfullv give to Government, o the’ o

& Eaft India’ Company, and to the Pubhc inge-.

R heral th]S proof that it is by. no means their -
& with to réap any. advantage f'rom the Stock of

"¢ Teas, which they no
e Company ,'sn warehoufes. R S

CIe was, at the [ame, txme, declared to be under-— o
- i‘cood by the Dealers in Tea, that the propofal of -

 theEaft Indla Company fhould not affect the Teas
Wl’llCh were in their own fhops, and had pa1d all -

‘ 'the Dutles 5 but that the ume whxch the Dealers

lhould ﬁxll be allowed. -

As to the reqmﬁtloniof the Dealers, refpeé‘tmu )

' -.‘thofe Teas in their oy n warehoufes, ‘which had

paid ‘the full’ dutxes,"the Public will; I truft, im-

‘mediately fee, that it was fair and equitable.
Thofe Teas had pald dutxes WlllCll amounted nearly

'to cent. per cent. s and fuddenly to have reduced

~ plan’ propofed to do; would have been an a& of |
‘the moft ﬁagrant mju{hce and would completely'

the value of thofe Teas, fo conuderably as the

’ 'have rumed no mconﬁderable number of the faxr
' Tea-dealers in this kmgdom.. ERERS

. To the Anfwerofthe Tea- dealers, the followmg i
- reply was made by tlie Eaft India D1re€tors R
S . 13 At‘ k

Dz

_old m the Ea{t Indla B

'_v’them for the dlfpofal of thofe Teas, before the ,
- Eaft” India -Company’ had made thls propofal '
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: f“ At a Court of Dlreé’torb of the Umted :
% Faft Indla Company, the 6th Auguﬁ
; c;, 1'784. ‘ R
o }.,“ The Court refumed the conﬁderatxon of’ a pro- -
, pofal recelved ye[’cerday from the Commlttee of .
! sc Tea—dealers, figned by Mr.Twmmg thelr Chair="
-k man, and thereon refolved That this Court doth
e accept the faid propofal on the following condt-— .
< ditions; viz. That, from thls day forward, none
. % of the’ Tea now uncleared Ihall be dehvered to |
¢ the Buyers, except in whole Iots, or in’ the
-« whole of what thls day remams of any broken :
~4“ lot or lots. SO . SRR

o« And that thxs Court w111 forthwlth upon the -

'« commencement of the new duty, grant to’ each
e Proprxetor of Tea then 1ema1mng uncleared n

cc thé Company s warehoufes, a cemﬁcate for the“f R

PR fum- of money he Ihall have pald the Company

< for the fame whlch certlﬁcate fhall be taken as_ ..

d KL ca[h at the next Tea Sale, or if 1 not fo paxd in;
<< fhall be paxd in cafh, upon demand at any txme

88 after the next prompt.__ff-‘: e

Of the two propofals whxch had at the com-

mencement of this bufinefs, been made by ‘the

 'Tea-dealers, that. of returmng their Teas to the

 FEaft India Company was then at length adopted :

* Itis not neceffary to give a cxrcum[’tantlal account

- of what paffed relative to the other propofal viz.

~ that of allowing the Dealers a fufficient time for E
R the dlfpofal of the1r goods I lel only brleﬂy ob-

ferve,, i

- ference :

| ';vantageous. ]

(29)

fcrve, that the ‘Tea-dealers - voluntanly made an i
‘offer, upon a fuppofition that ‘the Teas were not -

~ to be returned, whxch would, accordmcr to’ theex- -
pe&ed prices of’ the new Teas, have fub_}e&ed themf URES

toa confiderable lofs. .

 The propofal which had been adopted by the o
Eaﬁ Ind:a Company, had alfo’ the Mirifter’s pre- -

~and,  as I underftood, for this: reafon,f%

that the redu@ion of. duty would, accordmg tothis -
plan, take place much fooner' than it could do"
according to the other. - |

" theinflux of 1lllclt Tea at that time; and fo fpmted
“were the exertions of ‘the Smuggler; that it was

certamly defirable to bring | forward; " as: fpeedxlyr s

o as poﬁib]e, that law, by whlch he was to be con— o

- trouled. LT e
R readlly confefs, that I frequently mentxoned to'
. Mr. Pitt’ ‘this ‘plan o\f returning the Tea, as one
| -'whlch ‘was, in itfelf, perfecly fair:
be. fatlsfa&ory to the Dealers ‘in° Tea, and alfo
advantageous to the Public. It certainly was fairs
and as it~ exempted the holders of Tea from all -
lofs, which was the utmoft they ever required, it
ought to be to. thofe: holders fatisfactory. ‘As
‘one of them, I have ever. been thoroughly fatif=
fied. * But to the Public, it d1d not prove ad- .

-For if, when we entered the fale-

A _room ‘in* September, we had been in poﬁ"eﬁion of
thofe Teas which we returned, and had not: been, i
as we were, under the neceffity of- becoming pur- .
chafers at thé firft part of ‘the fale, the Smugglers
»?could not, even thh all thexr cunmng, and a}l;&f

And fo enormous was =

whlch Would R
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o ther} wealth have raxfed the. Tea to. thofe pnces at
f_;wh;ch it -has: a&ual]y fold... We.could, .in -that |
~cafe; . have ‘permitted. the. Smuggler to. have. been: -
‘potonlya bidder upon: every lot, -but alfoa buyer
~ of every Tot: till ‘'we had, at:length, feen him

burred like Samfon, uqder the cumbrous Ioad

“which - he had heaped npon himfelf, « As it was, -
we. could not poflibly: exermfe this forbearance, _
‘we had multxtudes of orders 3 “and if we. meant. to |
: execure them, and to.be Tea-dealers; it ‘Was Cer- .

amly ne(.eﬂ"ary that_ we. thould: purchafe T ea,

'. Thus were we reduced, in a confidérable degree, )
. to the Smuggler S MELCy—a dreadful fituation for

a fair_ trader l—and by that - very. cifcumftance

o whxch we: thonght: -would:have haftened- his'over-
If I had forefeen that this evil confe-.

' quence was lxkely o ; -arife. ﬁom ‘our propofal of‘{ ,
_returning the Teas, I certamly would:haye men~ -

throw.

tloned it to. Ml‘.Pll:t.; Perhapsl ought . to havc '

forefeen it. . "However this may bey I will - never

. declme acknowledgmg any part which.I. may have

taken, becaufe 1t +has . not fully anfwered my ex=

pedation ;- and, inthe prefent inftance;.a practical
Tea-dealer was certainly: more. culpable for want
of forefight, than the: Minifter. ;i ¢ Lo :

1t fhould however be, remembered that when I
mentxoned the plan; of returning. our, Teas to the

Eaft India Company at prime coft; asa: plan which

‘was hkely to, be advantageous to. the Public, . the

Dealers in Tea were  affured, . and . they | belieyed,

' that the fame Teas Would be refold to the Publlc,. "

at lower prxces than’ thofe at whxch they were re-
4 . SRR wrncd '

s b

RN

,

Uy |
turned. The Dxre&ors themfelves, who made the
~ propofil oftakmg back éur"Téa‘at prime coft, de~"
clared that they expedted to’ be confiderable’ lofers
by fodoing:" but that they were willing to fubmit-
~ to this lofs, becaufe they ‘were convinced it would
“be advantagemxs to the’ Pubhc, ‘to have the new

¢ould be no decext on the pa
is,’I thmk, ‘moft- apparent' if’ they could have
forefeen thit thexr Teas would bevworth much more
. mbéiey under the hew' ‘régulation, ‘than they were -
“under the old (and we had been repeatedly afrured
that if we kept the Teas,' we' Ihould not pay more
than the new duty upon t em), we certamly ﬂmu]d
rot have been: fo anxious” to have returned thofe
’_Teas at prime-coft. 'I'do not mean to imply that -
- the Direétors expeé‘ted that proﬁt, whrch they have
aéh)ally received upon'’ the returned Teas. 1 will
‘ot think" fo 111 of them as to fuppofe they drd
'.expeé‘t i
. “T’have now grven a cxrcum{’cantral and true, but,
I fear° tedious- account of the conduét of the Tea-

'dea]ers, prev1ous to the commencement of the

*firft part’ of the - September fale.” “This fale had -
featcely'e cdmmence’d when we faw that fuch prices
f were~a£’tua]1y grvmg for Teas, as foreboded a total

defeat of‘the plan. The fale, however, Was un-

doubtedly open to the ‘difhoneft as well as. to the' .

honeft brdder, and 1t vvas in this, cafe, as it isin
'x‘nany others,“t’ar more dlﬂ’ic‘ult to corre the evil,

~ tHan to chfcbVer 1ts* caufe. The Comn‘uttee who
L had been appomted by the Dealers in'general'to
LR ‘ A - a&

A&take place as’ fpeedlly as ooﬂible. That there
.of the Tea-dealers, a
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.adt for them throughout the whole of thls buﬁnefs, -

,:gler was - labourmo ‘with all hls mxght, and ot

\ . y
B

1)

LM

.'»!;.;

k

- without- reafon : for it was upon thefe fpecres of
" Teathat his. hopes prmcxpally depended The
Commiitee of Tea-dealers;once more dehred that.

“held a momentary confultation in- the fale-room;
~ and acrreed, in, confequence of it, to requeft that
. the fale - mlght be, for a fhort time at leaft, fuf-'

.

e oy e e e e R ST AR R

.;.

- pended; in order to give ‘the Committee an oppor-~

 tunity of . ‘trying,. if they could devife, ere it was

o t00. late, any plan, which mlght puta ftop to fuch

o prxces as were: mcompatrble with the promxfes and
~ the intent of the Tea A&. . “This requeﬂ: of fuf-

‘!;pendmg the fale was readlly comphed with by the; ,
Dire&or who was prefent, and I am happy to add, -
that the meafures which were recommended by the

‘Committee of T ea-dealers, were adopted, in the

: ', handfome{’t manner, by the Court. of Directors.

They made every declaratlon Wthh we withed them
~ to make; ‘and they permitted : the purchafers of
a ‘thofe Teas ‘which had been already bought at. this

‘ ,ifale, to relmqulfh thexr purchafes. - 1do not know -

that it was. in ‘the power of the Dlre&ors to. do

" ‘more than this: and if they had been inclined to -
~avail themfelves of fuch a plea, I queftion whether -

| ;}they could have found a precedent for. doxng fo
much.- ' '

fuccefs, and though we had &11] the old -enemy, and

our other dlﬂicultles, to i’cruggle w1th, yet we.had

: clearly done fome good; ‘and Teas fold more rea-

o fonably than they had done I Vil

- The fale went on. thh but httle, 1f any, 1nter—
rupnon, till we. came to; the Souchong and: Congou -
. Teas: .and here our. furprtzc and our-fears were

. orreater than ever. Here we found that the Smud-

, ‘ RO UL LT P glcr.

Thou orh our effort was not attended w1th perf'e&

~ the Sale mxght be: fufpended : .and they made fuch '
. requefts to.the Directors, as they thought would be
- moft likely to lower the - ‘prices of Congou and
; SouchongTeas Our requefts were partly comphed
~with: and the refult of this fecond fufpenﬁon bore
- forne refemblance to that of" the firft. “We cer-
e 'tamly did good :. and we had, beﬁdcs, the fatlf-
. - falion of thmkmg, that we had done all the good
- 'whlch it was in our power. todo, .

One very 1mportant point; refpe&mg the Teaa- :

. - dealers, remains to-be confidered; and I own; wrth—
- out’the’ leaft. heﬁtauon, that if they fhiould be’
' found faulty in this, the former part of their con=

- duf, however blamelefs, or even hoWever merw ‘
- torious; ‘cannot be pleaded for one ‘inftant, in-
! .thCll‘ defence. The point to which I allude, is, .
' notonly how. they bought their Teas, but how they
I -jbld them to the Public. = '

~And here I have feen the utmo{’c mrfreprefenta- o
tions iffuing ‘too from thofe quarters, whence I

- fhould leaft have expe&ed it. The’ charge is fe~ -
~ rious: ‘it affe&s a numerous body of ‘men, and
*]_»?therefore ought not to have been . lightly ‘ad-
* vanced: efpecially by thofe perfons, who knew
ot that what they advanced was likely to.be credxtcd

Tq mention the precxfe profic which every Tea-

S }dealer gets,: upon every article - ‘which- he fells, is; - .
- of courfe, out of my power.. It is not, however,
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(34)

has been the condu&t of the Tea- dealers in gene~

dealers to avow a bettcr rule. that whxlﬁ I am

', fuffering the pum{hment which may be due tomy -

own ﬁns, I may. at lcaﬂ: have the fansfaétxon of !

 faying, -

- % Nec quequmm noﬁrz, nzf me, lzefé’re lzbel/z.”

Upon the delivery of the new:Teas; I- arranged )
.them into different forts, correfpondmg, as nearly
. as pofiible, to the qualities of the different forts

~ of Tea which we fold under the old rcaulatlon.;
- Havmg thus fixed the quahtxes, it remained to ﬁx .
and thls I dld by addmcr to the prlmc; ’

the prxces

perfons I have ever confidered either as fools or

apply fuch an xmportant word to fuch an unim-

5 portant fllbje&), and it behovcd evcry man to be -
S IR S VPR dlhgent,

| '{efs, Ialways w1ll add Therc are, mdeed perfqns" o
“inour trade, .as well as in almoft every other, who*
“are conﬂ:antly fellmg at or ander | prime coft. Such

- impoftors, and I will neither imitate nor deal with
~ them. When a.reafonable profit no Tongeér attends _
E trade, I w1ll qmt it.. T belleve every, body wxll al-
Jow that it was our duty not to.add an ‘exorbi-
‘tant pxoﬁt. Will they not alfo allow, that it was
“our intereft not. to do it?—=

R -The Tea Trade had
- ‘undergone a great revolutlon [¢i38 may once more

g :. out of my" power to mention  the rulo of' condu& o
 which T myfclf Kave followed: and if it fhould
be chought right, . I'can. only fay, that I bclxcve it

, I Wlfh the I‘eaﬁ-"”f: N

(35)

g dxhgcnt, not only to keep hxs old cuﬁomers, but
 alfo to get new ones: not to get them by mean .
.?and paltry artifices, from other tradefmen:as horieft
_as himfelf; ‘but to get them from thofe Smugglers'\

"a.nd their: abettors, who - would not;: it was to be

,»/hoped _be any longef able to. fupp]y themi. Now |
" thet man who, at fuch a time, afked an' exorbltanc =
_ kprxcc fot his’ goods, not- only - neglcé’ced what ig
. tod often ncgle&cd his duty; but ke alfo negle&-
' .ed ‘what i feldom negleted, his’ intereft.—If any
- one fhould here- be inclihed to aflk—What is your -
“profit? I reply at once, that I will fiot tell him:and
- for two reafons’:’ one is, that I'think no perfon has'/' SR
- aright Yo claim from a tradefman an' anfwer to g
. fuch aqueﬂ:xdn .
‘beliéve me, when I tell him that my proﬁt isno .. -
. rmriore than'is reafonable, will not- behcve me thn'; o
‘Dtell him, what that profit a&ually o
 I'concluded ty remarks upon the conduct of
b"the Eaft India® Direors; ‘with obfervinig, that
- though they had. perforined thelr duty, by endea~
~vouring to keep down the price of Teas, yet thcy :

the other is; that: he who will not |

‘were not, upon’ that account,: entitled to'any par-

- ticular degree of pra1fe~- becaufe,: whilft they had
been performlng their duty; they had' been- pro-
- moting their intereft. 'When I introduced this re-
-mark; T fullymtended to make a fimilar obferva= = -
tion upon-the conduét of the Tea-dealers. for to: >
their conduét it is cqually applicable. -~~~ .
 In'this Hlﬁory of the Tea-dealers, 1 Ihall vens
. ture to mfert, by way of epifode (and I trutt thcre S
i ':s a fuﬂicxent confiection to Juﬁlfy my doing fo), o

Ez e fam‘:"'
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f’an' account of thofe Teas, thh whlch the Pubhe

have been fupphed fince the alteration of duty. -

T will not attempt the Augean labour of bring~ f

1nor forth that mafs, of - {lander, withwhich: foine

perfons have endeavoured to  contaminate the | =
“Teas of the firft part of the laft Sale. “How often

~ have they been reprefented as the fweepings of the
~ Eaft India Company’s warchoufes ! As ‘the moft
\ execrable ftuff  with which the palates of the

Pubhc weie evetmfulted‘ And as if all ‘this were

not enough fome perfon has had the greatgood-

- nefs to caution the unwary, ‘and to mform them,

~ that no Tea was to be bought, | except fuchas was
adulterated or was mixed with the permcxous ma- i
nufaé‘tnre of thls country. In thort, " that innocent
and amufing {’tream ot flandet, - for whlch the Tea-
table has long been celebrated, feems of late tof ‘

~ have fwelled 1nto a furlous torrent, and. to have

endangered even the Tea- table itfelf:—-But the late
A& ofParhamen 6 Wthh commutedone Taxforan--

~other, ‘certainly could not alter the intrinfic quallty '

. of every cheft of Teain the Eaft: India Company s

- warehoufes; ‘and I hope did not convert every Tea~

dealer in the kingdom into'a rafcal I thall bevery =
lad to fee that it s in the power of the Lemﬂature‘

to make all the Tea-dealers in the kingdom honelft:.

©itis not in its power to make them all dx(hone&

1t was my mtentlon to give, in this place, af.
c1rcum{’tant1al account of the importation of thofe -

'Teas, which have already been expofed to Sale,

~ fince the 16th of September° but as. fuch an

account appears 1n the Eaﬁ: Indxa Companys e
: 4_ - 'v Report‘,fﬁ

———————

w0

| ‘Report 1 may of courfe fupprefs mine, It ap- |
_ pears from the- Appendix, No. 2. of that Report,
thate a.very few chefts of Tea had lain in the
Eaft India Company s warehoufes a ‘confiderable
- The fact is, they had loft their
" owners: and were ina fituation fimilar to that of =~
<the unclaimed Stock at the Bank. By the late A&
. of Parhament, which made an. alteratlon in the
 duty upon Tea, it was enaced, That 4/l the Teas o
~ which thould be in the Eatt India Company s ware-
4 '«"houfes on the 15th of’ September, fhould become
- ‘the property of the: Company. . The. unclaimed
- Tea was therefore become their.own, and was once' -
~ miore put up to Sale.—As the Teas which had
been fold prior to the year 178 I were liable to
.have fuftained fome injury, and as a very few chefts
" of each’ fpemes had remained in the warchoufesa
~ moft unufual lenorth of time, all ‘thofe Teas were
- ‘agaln expofed to view : and, whatever fome people
‘may lmaglne, ‘they had not, even in the courfe of
“We found - -
that they were ftill Teas: affeted indeed by age:
~ but they were valued, not accordmg to thelr paﬁ S
‘but accordmg to their prefent qualities. -~ i
- The Teas which formed the fecond partof theﬁrft T
N ;‘{Sale, and the Teas of the prlvate Trade Sale, were
“certainly fre(her and better than the returned Teas s
~in the former part of the firft Sale: but thisisno =~
~ more. thanis ufual :—the Teas of. the latef’t import~ o
~ation ought ever-to have the advantage and there
s, atthis time, a very large quantity of frefh and
i good Teas in the poﬂeﬁion of the Dealers. ' |

length of time.

fo many years, changed theu' nature.
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There are: two other charges whrch have been ’
brought with vaft induiftry, and vaft appearance of
- regard for the Public, againft the Feas with which
- they have been lately fupplled
~which Fallude; are thofe of mzxmg and at’ztlz‘emtmg L

.~ TFeas. Ifhall beg leaye to confider. thefe accufa=
© tiéns feparately, notw1th{’tandmg théy have been fo
o _artfully blended together. ' .. S
R the mlxmg of Téaisa crune, and an 1mpo-' -
ﬁtlon upon the Pubhc, I readily confefs- that V'have
o multxtude of crimes and 1mpoﬁtlons to anfwer S

" fors and thdt my good Father and Grandfather’

' 'httle merited thofe fair Charaéters whxch they lefe

“‘The Charges to

behind them, and: for which- I Have ever refpe&ed e

At that ‘time- of day, nOi,

o ﬁheu‘ Memorles. I will make to the- Publica fab :
X9 riily Confeﬁion, and I hope I {hall obtam from the B
S Publlc a family” abfolution. : ol
~Inmy Grandfather’ strme-—-forrt1sataletowh1ch, [
'; I have often w1llmgly attended, whatéver the rea-
 dermaydo—it was the cuftom forLadres and Gen- »
.- tlemen to.come to the: {hop, andto order thelr own
= ‘Teas—The cheftsiufed to be fpread: out, and-when
- my Grandfather had mixed fome of them together,
. dn'the prefence of bis: Cujiomers, they ufedito tafte the
: Tea ‘and- the mixing;. was varied tlll it fu1ted the
ek ,palates ofthe purchafers
* perfon would have liked ‘the Tea,if it ‘had'not been
- mixed: The cuftom’ of:the purchafers taﬁmg Tea-
- in this'mander was:{feldom pradifed inmy Father’s
now; It-is fcareely ever pradtifed : but the
~old cuf’com of mixing . Teas- has-been umformly :
contmued and if: T’ mu[’t now: lay it aﬁde, Ican

only =

( 39 ) /

only fay; that I have been learning a leﬂ"oﬂ, Whlcht S
“is-not yery: eaﬁly learned to httle purpofe I thmk'"‘, SR
, however, that the cuﬁom only requires proper €x- B

R planatron to be approved T hrow off the: veilk of i
myi’tery, and many things: Wthh were before alarma S

o mg, appear to be perfectly harmlefs.

| Whoever tmder{’cands Tea, and: clears hoore; for' >
o example, twenty Chefts of Hyfon, will find, upon -
tafting them' feparately and acurately, _that fome

- have ‘rather too much ﬂavour, and 'are’ therefore

| coarfe, fome have toolittle, and are therefore weak '

- and thatothers have—-—perhaps like thofe who are t; 4
I drmk them-—fome little. pecuharlty, whlch a pros S
- per union. will totally remove. By making 2 judis S

~ clous'mixture out of thefe: Che{’ts, abetter Teamay’
. be got, than any of the Chef‘s, taken ﬁngly, could =
afford. Befides, ifthis cuftom were not to be; prac-_ |

- tifed, it would be rmpoﬂible to preferve that fimi=

- larity of ‘Tea, at any. given price, whlch every i
~ Dealer muft: Preferve, if he'means to give fatisfac- o
The pound of Tea which L
“he bought out of one of the twenty Chefts to-day,

- morrow, that Cheft | may be gone, and anothér nei~ -~

tion to h1s cuﬂ'omer

might perhaps be approved ‘but if he comes to~

‘ther is, nor of courfe can, without mlxmg, be made

- like it. As to 1mpoﬁt10n, if the Tea, when mixed,
| be good, ‘and honei‘cly worth the price ‘which ‘is
-‘reqmred for it, who i is 1mpofed upon ? 'Who will
complam?’ Ifthe Tea, though taken out of a fingle |
o ‘-Chef‘c be not good, and not worth the ‘money [
which. is afked for it, will not every. perfon think™ .
,hrmfelf 1mpofcd upon? lel not every. petfon |
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S comp}am 2 1 hope then that the Tea-dealer who
‘,falrly and anxrouﬂy mxxes hls Chef’cs of . genumc ,
: Tea together, in order not to 1mpofe upon his.
. cuftomers, But'to give them fatrsfaé‘tlons will no =
7longer be ranked with the adulterators of- Tea. et

1 have conﬁned myfelf to the inftance of my

~, own praclicey’ becaufe ‘I have no ‘right-to fpeak
o _fw1th equal freedom, and equal certamty, of the .
praéhce of others fo far however from' mtendtng :
- wolay clalm to. the fole poﬁ'e{ﬁon of the art of mix~
ing, T verrly believe it is;and always Was,generally

pra&lfed “There is indeed one- fpecies of T ea—

o ImcamBloom-—-whrch though 1ta&ually improves L
“other Teas, when properly mixed with them,would
by 1tfelf be almo{’t umverfally drﬂxked
~all, any perfon ‘thould prefer hlS own opl,mon in

' this matter to that of the: Tea-dealers, and would
‘be better pleafed with his Tes, if it came out ofa
N fmgle Cheft; thanif'ic were mixed, he may’ certam}y B

“have it fo.

We: thall ‘not offer, like the fifty
I’amonc Gentlemen, who threatened to open Tea-

fhops, in order to prevent ‘the 1mpoﬁtron of the
- prefent! Tea-dealers, to fwear that it is not mixed 3

- becaufe when we fay it, we. hope we fhall be be-

‘( lieved.. 'Nor can we expe& that any perfon ‘will .'
 enter our ﬂmps to buya pound of Tea, if he
 thould thmk it neceﬁ'ary to cruard the purchafc

Wlth an oath

, ¢ -There are, it feems, perfons who have boucrht g !
o Tea for the exprcfs purpofe of critically mfpeétmg ;
"4t and who have induftrioufly.deelared, upon“'p

e fuch an mfpcéhon, that they drfcovercd even in
i e ~ one

T ———

If; aftct N

R

(413

ohe: half poxmd of T ea, thiee or four dnﬁ’erent forts}
* ofleaves ; and have, upon this dlfcovery, grounded B
an accufatxon both againft'Tea and Tea-dealers.‘ B
Of thefe perfons I muft obferve, that like'all who
Het them’felves up. for critics in a mattet’ which they o

" do not underftand; _they difplay much more zeal
1 fhall prefume to, iform thefé
fmfpeé’tors, tharinevery cheﬁ: of Tea a drﬁ’imllanty‘ R
~of leaf may. be difcovered. Pel‘haps thefe Gentles = -
men imagine that the leaves which are contained

" in any one cheft, grew. in Chma upon the fame' |
Butif they did, they would ftill vary in -
appcarance: and, in that cafe; the variation fhouldf o

~ be attributed, not to the Tea-dealer, but to the

than ]ngment. :

tree. .

prrntlples of vegetation ;. By which the leaves

~upon' a ﬁngle trec wr]l often. exhtbxt a varrety of |

tmts. S

-1 do not however mean to deny, that the Tea'
I only wifh to fhew the .

in. queﬂlon was mixed.
abfurdlty of that mode by which the-mixture is to

be proved ‘and in conf'equence of Wthh the Tea"‘ o

1s to be condemned

The other accufatlon, wz. that of adulteratmg \
Teas, does, mdeed deferve the pubhc atténtion 3
and I {hall give the Pubhc the beft mformatlon m =

my power concernlng it

It is-well known, that very large quantltxes of |
leaves are manufafured in this ifland, for the ex~ =
prefs purpofe of adultetating Teas: fuch a mixture .

1 thall, without fcruple, call Adulteratxon. Thefe
leaves are: prepared in varlous Ways, in order tof,
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fmc the vauous kmds of Tea, whxch they are ma
'tended to adulterare. ' L

1 fhall here commumcate to the Pubhc a par-—

ftlcular account of thls manufa&ure, whlch I have |
'lately recelved from a Gentleman, who has made‘
- very. accurate mqumes relatlve to’ thls fubJeé’c

N1 Metbod of ma/emg Smouch with 4779 T; ree lea've.f,;- )

e 10 mix with Black Teas.
< When Oathered they are firft drxed in the fun,

-‘then baked,: t:hey are next put upon a floor and-
trod upon’ until the leaves are fmall, then fifted -
~ and, f’ceepedqn 00pperas, with Iheeps dung, after
R whlch bemg dned on a ﬂoor, they are ﬁt for,
*}‘ufe.” e |

© «The quantxty 1nanufa€tured at a fmall v111age,
and within eight or ‘ten miles thereof cannot be
afcerramed‘ but is fuppofed to be about Twenty

“Tons in a year.-—-One man acknowledges to have
‘made Six hundred we:ght in every Week for fx :

“months together., i
The fineisfoldat 4/ 4s.pe1 th.equal togd perlb

v

S Aﬂotber Mbde. IR L
e When the leaves are gathered they are b01led o
ina coppex with copperas and fheeps dung s when
’,the liquor is ftrained off, they are baked and trod
, upon, until the Ieaves are fmall after Wthh they'
are ﬁtfor ufe”> R R ’

2las. dltto, dltto, 41d. ditto.
. «.Flder. buds are manufa&ured in fome places,-
to reprefent ﬁne Teas. ' ‘

(43)

Thls mlquxtou?ﬁrade has been carrxed on a lono
tlme : though not in fo extenfive a ‘way as w1thm i
- thefe few years. In the 11th Geo. I. cap. 30, -
' ‘fe& 5, it is enaé’ced ¢ That the Dealer in Tea,i’
- or Manufa&urer, or Dyer thereof, who' {hall coun-
- terfeit or adulterate Tea, or fhall alter, fabrxcate, Ty
ort manufa&ure it with Terra fczpamca, or with .
~ -any other drug or drugs whatfoever; or fhall mix
- with Teaany. leaves, other. than. leaves of Tea,
~ [thus, in the' time of Geo. I. real Tea was allow-
' ed to be mixed with real Tea], or other ingre-
~ dients whatfoever, Ihall forf'ext the fum of One )
,'hundred pounds'. i, : U
~ Itis dlfo recited, in the 4th of Geo. II cap 14, L
"fe& 11, ¢ That feveral ill-difpofed perfons do fre-
~ quently dye, fabricate, or manufa&ure, very great =
- quantities of Sloe leaves, Liquorith leaves, and the ‘
" leaves of Tea that have before been ufed; or the’
~leaves of other trees, fhrubs, or plants, in imitation .~
of Tea, ,and do- hkewxfe mix,. colour, {’cam, and
~dye, fuch leaves, and likewife Tea, with Terra
~ Japanica, Sugar, Moloffes, Clay, Logwood, and
~with other ingredients, and do-fell and vend the -
" "fame as true and real Tea, to the prejudlce of the
~ health of his Majef’ty s fubjects, the diminution of]
" the Revenue, and to the ruin.of the Fair Trader s
i and the dealer in; or: feller of, fuch s¢ fopbzﬁzmted” H
| ,Tea, is to forfeit the {fum of' Ten pounds for every

pound weloht.

It appears from the 17th of Geog III can.yzg,

| ,"That this trade hadincreafed toa very greatdegree,
10 the m_]ury and def’cruéhon ofgreat quantmes of
S F2 ST tlmbera”"
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N txmber, woods, and underwoods, the pl'CJUdICC of

- s the health ofhlsMa_}ePty sfubje&s,the diminution -

. ¢ of the revenue, the ruin of the fair Trader, andto k
Xz theencouragement ofidlenefs:’? and, by the fame“ -

_ a&, the feller or manufacturer of fuch Fea is to-

forfeit Five paunds per. pound weight; or upon
B nonpayment of that fum, be committed to prxfon,ﬁ

for any time not exceeding twelve months,
- Hitherto Government have not been able to fup-

| prefs this trade; but, when the: fmugglmg of real
 Teathall claim lefs of their attentlon, I hope they S
 will exert themfelvea with: vigour, and put a ﬁop .
" to the manufa&ure of Enorleh Teay oo, |
1t is, theny fuﬁicxently apparent,’ that there 15" -
N fuch athtng as adulterated Tea': there is’ plenty of .
" it: and the Pubhc may naturally mquxre how they -
©are to avoid it, My anfwer is, By - buymo their
,Tea of xeputable Tea-dealers, who are, I dare fay,
. to be found i in every part of . the kingdom ; and
| Lby avoiding: thofe dealers of adifferent. defemptlon
who offer thClI‘ Teas to fale at lower prices than
~ thofe at which legal and. genume Feas can be.
afforded. T will take this opportunity of declarlng," i
~“that wheneverl mentlon Tea-dealers,I never mean
-0 mclude thofe perfons, who, - nothth{’candmo-
they fell ‘Tea, are more properly claffed w1th |
L another defcrxptxon of men, of whom I have had
frequent occafion to fpeak. - SN DU
-1 will now-clofe the hiftory of the Tea-dealers |
and I will leave the "Public to _]udge, whether the
“prefent failure in the redu&xon of the price of Tea
%o the confumer, is owmg to thofe caufes which -
el e T AR T | Thave

(45)

1 have aﬂigncd ; viz, to the art;ﬁces of the Smu‘r
- gler, and the general fcarcxty of Tea; or whether

‘it ought to. be attributed to the Mlmf’cer, the Eaﬁ:

'”'_,_'.Indla Company, or the Tea-dealer. S

-Having thus endeavoured to thew the ongmal

o Caufe, and alfo the Jntent of the Tea A s and the
- refpeéls in Wthh it has fezzlm’ with the caufes of
 that failure; it remains: for me to point out thofe

S metzhods, Wthh are moﬂ: hkely to - omref’ lt, to.
- remove the principal aé;eﬁwm that are made to’ th1s

aét, and te render it produé’twe of thofe good pur-

-_?0_/%3 for whxch it was framed. = (0 3

I have hitherto proeeeded Wlth fome deoree’ of

L conﬁdence, becaufe I have feldom: qmtted the firm
~:ygrounds of matter of faét

T may perhaps be thought, that In fhould have

E contented ‘myfelf with- pomtmg out the evil, and :
*mod‘cﬁly have cohfeITed that I muf’c leave the

cure of it to others.' But- fich modeﬁy is, too

© often, ‘allied to vanity ‘and ‘whatever men may
 May, 1 believe they ufually th'mk, that a conftant
- attention:te any partxcular profeffion,’ enables them
- to-form forme opinion relative to-it."

,prefent fubje&f T will at leaft venture to give my

opinion ;‘and'I with it to be cohﬁdered as the blof

 ofan untkilful artift, ‘which may beworked up,. by

L

L,:fuperlor abihtles, to’ fome degree of perfedion.

Whoevet ztttempts to' correct the prefent failure

m the Tea: Bxll ought to confider Who are”the

N fuﬂ‘erera

- k-come now to. the fa}~ 5
“lible furface of my own opinion, and 1y OWN CON- "
e Je&ure,, and I fhall advancce, as I ouofht to dO) B
i ’Wlth cautiomn and! tlmldlty SR

Upon the |
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' fuﬁ'erers by that faxlurc and they are undoubtcdly ,
S the Public. - 1 thmk I may venture to affert, that’ R
“itis no fmall confolatlon to Governmenr 1f the. |
o fallure of any plan whlch it forms, be accompa-. =
o nied with an increafe of revenue. In the prefent
' inftance, the failure hasnot only been accompamed i
| ";‘wrth but has a&ually been the caufe of, a very
o conﬁderable 1ncreafe. For as the new. duty upon
Tea, of 12-and' a half per cent., is an ad valorem B
~ duty, Government has of courfe_ recelved a much

larger fum for daties upon the Teas of laft Sale;

o than it would" have done if they had fold at the"
o expeél:ed prices. 8
. The confolatory fum Wthh the Eaﬁ: Indla Com-

; pany have received from the fallure in the propofed
. reduction of the prlce of Tea, is enormous in-

i i _ deed. -—Upon the firft part of the Sale, Wthhg""

L - already been paid by the Publxc to the Eaft India 1
Company,,and the owners. of the private trade_

" Teas, I.will fhew, what the . amount of thofe Teas

" has aétually been, exclufive of duty 3 and what it

e would have been, if each fpecxes of T ea had folcz
‘ o | o at

S conﬁﬁed of the returned Teas, they gained about-
64,0001/ they declared that they expected to be B
- ‘conﬁderable lofers by thofe Teas: and I believe I
e may venture to fay, ‘that the fum produced by the
' ﬁr{’c part of the Sale only, exceeded that which the
s Company onglnally expeél:ed it would produce,

‘about One Hundred Thoufand Pounds.

" In order to give fome idea of the whole of that

addltxonal and confolatory fum, . whxch in- confe-

quence ‘of a failure in the redu&xon of price, has

'. Balance in favour of the Company and
R thelr Oﬂicers, BRI

(47)

“at that pmce at whxch the Company fald they were |
f wﬂlmo to fell ite- !

e The Eal’c India Company, and thCll‘ Of'-1 ?

‘ficers who owned the prlvate Trade |

‘Teas, have received for' 6,454,94_7 >1:015',286,:._"v o

pounds of Tea, which have been fold ;
“fince the 16th September, Gl

, _They ‘would have recexved, if each“

{pecies of Tea had fold at that- ‘price

" at which the Eaft India Companv f 863’564 :

fald they Were lelmo to fell It, S E R

o

“The prefent failure of the Billis to be corre&ed

by lowering the prlcesof Teas, till they correfpond L
- with thofe that were held out to the Public, And .

S 'thzs 1s, in my opmlon, to be completely eﬁ“eélced

},{,‘151,722 L

| It fhould beobferved that I have not made any- |
R allowance for that {mall excefs of price, which wis -

~ to be expe&ed at the commencement of the new

~vplan R T

" The fair Dealers in Tea have alfo thezr conf'o- |

latlon, for the general 1ncreafe of bufinefs, in -

confequence of the alteratlon of duty, has been

- very conﬁderable. Itis the Pubhc, then, who -~ |

- have hitherto fuffered from afailure in the reduc-

~ tion of price: and itis the Public who ought to

- be prxnc1pally conﬁdered, in any mode which is
: Pomted out for the correél:xon of this failure. '7 =

PO TR
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by one,’ and. only by ene: method ; whlch is, by' -
~the Company s havmg\ an ample quantity of Tea =
“in this kingdom s let. ‘them have but; thls, and :

the Smugorler muft 1nev1tably gwe way cis in

 the power of guantity to “reduce price ;. and I -

e would never have the Companv think that they' o
 have offered enough to. Sale, till the price, is fof=" ‘

"'-ﬁc1ently reduced. Nor ouo-ht they (it will, 1 hope,

be remembered thhout my perpetuallY repeatmg; :

~ it, that 1 am only delivering my opinion) €Ver to |

o ,reduce themfelves to the neceﬁity of putting. up = |

the whole quantity whlch they. may have in thexrf’,

‘own Warehoufes, of any {pecies of | Tea. .

They ,

: ~‘ought’ always to have a Lorps de réferve, to:bring ~

 forward as occaﬁon may require ‘and if either the
, ’Smugoler, or the Speculator fhould appear—for
~ they are both of them common enem1es-—-I Would; :

have it advance. =~

The Eaft India Dxreé’cors have it in therr power o

to lower the prices, at which each fpecies of Tea is

- {ede the neceflity of an ample fupply.v Such- a

, _'-'to be offered to fale._ Of thts power a good ufe“\ ,‘
o thay frequently be made but it never can’ fuper- o

quanttty of any fpec1es ofTea, as’is madequate to

~the ‘demand for that fpecies, thouorn it were put

~up (accordmot to the Cuf’tom-noufe phrale) at /zzl e

| Would ftill fell for too much

. With' refpe& to any deviatlon ftom thofe prlces,' r

* which have been fixed at the pubhc Sale, and thg
e Company s fubﬂ:ltutlng, upon any condition what-

ever, more moderate prices, 1 confefs thisis a plan o

e whtch I cannotxecommend. At prefent the Com- .
Cod Pa“Y‘_ .

- pany’ have no power of . fellmg, but by publtc "

f49)

fales and to, relmqullh the price which has been

thus gtven, and to fix another, by prlvate con-. :

,tra& would, I apprehend, be illegal.

o Ieis true that the Company, did, at the begm- g
- mna of the ﬁri’t part of the September Sale, per~ -

©mit the Buyers to relanmfh their purehafes : but

~ the goods were again expofed to public Sale-—
‘even this meafure, Juﬁlﬁable, or, rather, com=

Jmendable, as it was, upon fo ﬁnoular an occaﬁon,

‘ought not to be: lxghtly repeated For the confe- " |

quence would be, that artful or mdlfcreet bldders

| would give htgh prices, in ‘hopes of a future re-

= du&xon. v

, ‘ence, a leffon of honeﬁy and difcretion..

- Ifthe Company were to be allowed to. fell thelr k

o goods by private contraCt or if the price at Whlch
‘they might fell them were to be limited, even this "

~would anfwer no end, “unlefs. they had an ample
. fupply for if the Company fold an mfuﬂiment |
quantlty at'a low price, that 1nfuﬁicxent quantlty, -

. the moment it had changed its owner," Would ac-
' cordlno to the natural courfe of trade, advance in

: value. The confumers would be nothtncr beneﬁted

 Xewill perhaps, be faid, That if, as a Tea dealer, I

- avowedly had bought my Tea cheap of the Com-

ki pany, I undoubtedly ought to fell it cheap ; and

~ siot to comply with the advance .of the market. L

“This is plauﬁble theory: but the commercial prac-

txce has ever been to attend to the market pnce T

R G aqd

Inftead of fuch an 1ndulcrence, they re-
quu‘e to be taught, by . ‘that beft teacher Experl- g
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:md as the holdet of any article is obhded to feII* :
" that article for lefs than it coﬁ: Inm, if: the market"
~ price of it'be lefs, for 1f the market price be more,
he ou0ht to be a]lowed to fell it for more. It is

.....

ihoeld be e[‘cabh{hed between buyer and fel'er But" :
Twill fuppofe, fora moment, that I had Bought at'
‘ any one Sale, or by prlvate contra& ‘as’ much Tea. |
“as would, accordmo to my ufual confumptxon, lat
‘me till the ‘next Sale, or - tlll any given perlod
and that, as foon as the Sale was over, or my pur-',
- chafe was made, ‘the' pnee ‘of Tea fuddenly and"' T
' unexpe&.edly advanced in- the market, and was
ran"ed by the dealer in proportxon to that advanee E
the Eaft India Company dechnmg to dehver, or“ ;
bexng unable to dellver, any more Tea at fo low a“ f -
‘price as that which I had given. If'I chofe to ftand
ﬁncrie, or to be one of a few, and nat to raxfe theg
- price of my. ‘Teas, I'might expeé’c indeed a rapxd'«

. demand for them but that' demand Would pre-.
fently exhauﬁ: my Stock, and obhoe me to have. -

my patnotle fupply, andI fhould begxn to fell as
. my neighbours did, at a market pricc. NOthmq |
~ then can qﬁ”eﬁuai[ prevent this’ advance, and infure

‘a contmuance of low pnces, but an’ ample ﬁzpp[y.} g
‘ That w1ll 1 ﬁrmly believe,” ‘correc thofe high™
prxces, and that prefent fallure of the plan, thch f;» 8

Govemment has, mdeed been aware of the 1m-:_ e
portance of tlus cucumﬁance, and the Tea AG SRR
T e . | exprefsly L

(st )

fexprefsly dxreé'ts, as I hwe already obfexved that L
the Eaft India Comipany thould have a Stock of - |
'Tea beforehand ‘equal to oneyear’s confumptlon REF
- They are, however, ac prefent, far from having "
~fucha fupply, efpecxally of Congou and Souchond )
' Teas; and in. thofe fpemes there has been the
o greate{’texeefs ofprlce. Cepiays FATAN ST
- By not:cmg this fcarcity - of Concrou and Sou-
| ,chonO‘ Teas in the Company S warehoufes, Ido -
- not mean to, cenfure -the Dire&ors for it. ButI
think it is abfolutely their duty—and I hope theyfﬁ_t, :
~ will not be offended at the freedom with which
I deliver my opinion upon this fub_]eét-—-_to provide
) ,themfelves with an ample fupply of “each fpecies '_
of Tea as foon ‘as poﬁible.. Fourteen Shlps will
~ probably arrive from Cl 1nain the year 1786. “The
~ Seventeen Ships which are” expected before thar .
~ period will not, I am afraid, furnifh.the Company
" with that abundance of each fpecies of Tea which
 they ought to have. The cafe, however, is not
~without hope of remedy. There are aheady large R
- quantities of Tea upon the Continent: more are

expecled to arrive there ; and from thofe quantmesy o
~the Faft.India Company OUO‘hE, A poflible, ‘to -
_'fupply themfelves. - Thisisa point which T have

'pre{umed to urge upon every .occafion: for I think

" itis a point of the moft unqueﬁxonable pohcy,.'
: and of the utmoft i importance. By purchafing the . ~
| V'forelgn Teas, the legal market will be furnithed' s -

- with that fupply Wthh it fo- much Ptands in need
' of and the 1llegal market Wlu be deprlved ofits
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~grand’ and cuf‘comary fource, Beﬁdes thxs, we,' ,

. have been told, bymdxfputable authorlty, thata

 very conﬁderable quantity of the’ forcxgn Teas, .
- has been- oﬁ'ered to fale much under prime coft.

" By-purchafing this Tea, and- by actually fixing a

heavy lofs upon: the original importers of it, the
- moft effectual method would be taken of inducing
~them to give up thc1r China Trade.’ But if, by

- _-fuﬁ’ermg the moment of cheap purchafe to efcape,
an opportumty fhould be given to the owners ‘of .

“thofe Teas of felling them much more advarita-

~ geoufly, they mlght be thereby encouraged o
: '~’-renew their traffic. - There is, mdeed, reafon to
* believe that the Eaft India Directors have already
‘purchafed fome of the Foreign Teas, (I fear at
- much higher prices than thofe at which they mlght, <

at one time, have purchafed them,) and I truft

~“they will not negle any opportunity . of purcha-;ﬁ ‘
~ fing more.  Orif they fhould befurnithed witha
o ﬂ}fuﬁiment reafon for not purchafing them, they will
- doubtlefs,in thew_]u[hﬁcatxon, produce that reafon
to the Public. And if the Company thould fand :
" in need of any pecuniary affiftance; I thould think

that the Public, who have not been backward

L pon fuch occafions, would readily aflift them now, -
‘when it is fo pecuharly their intereft to do fo. I
would juft add; that it feems to be partlcularly o
neceffary. for Government to- exert themfelves at
“this time in the prevention of Smugglmg, and to |

fwatch the Coaft and ‘the Counties upon it, - as nar=

) ,_,rowly as poﬁible.v For the more dxﬂiculty and
‘ o ~ dancer; v

.“‘ s
i E

| € 53 b | S
. danger attend the pra&xce omeu gl‘ingy,‘thév more
-readily will the owners of Porexon Teas difpofe of
~ “them upon moderate tcrms for the legal confump- Ea
- tion of this Countrv. S SN A
1 fhall now - mention: an alteratlon in the modc L
IS ,,_"of' puttmg up Teas to Sale, ‘which would in my ST
' 'opmxon, ‘tend to reduce the prlce of them. FATI
It has hitherto been cu{’comary to dxvxde the
o dxfferent fpemes of Tea, into lots containing dif+
ferent. quantltxes Singlo Tea, for example, isfold =
~ in lots containing either fix chefts or three chefts:
L :,-»Bohea in lots containing three che{ls, two.chefts,
~ .or one cheﬁ and it almoﬂ: conﬁantly happens, S
*that the fmalleft lots fell at the higheft price. This
| s eafily to be accounted for - The {mall lots, by /
B {uiting more perfons,admlt more competitors than
. thelargeones; and therefore they are ufually run
- up to ahigher price. Every Sale Book, and, par-
. itxcularly, the book of the laﬁ Sale, lel fufﬁcxently |
' 'conﬁrm thls fa&: ¥ L
. Asit appears, then, that the quantlty contamcd o
~in each lot has an effe upon its price, Twould
propofe that the quantity thould be doubled. The =~
prefent lots are proportioned to the annual Sale of
- 6,000,000 and lots of double the fize wﬂl bear the . - .
] ~_fame proportion to the annual Sale of 12,000,000. B
@  Bythusincreafing the number of packages, which’
- each lot isto contain, - the Smuggler, who may- be‘
| difpofed to bid upon, or even to buy, the three or
. four firft lots of any parcel of Tea, inorderto
: keep up che prlce of ity will runa double rifk,
» I | And o
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And thole conte{’cs,whlch too frequehtly take place |
‘in the Sale-room, even between fair buyers, or,.as

it more. frequently happens, between. the brokersv

——

~ whom they employ, would become more expenﬁve, .

and confequently, more raré, Nor-let the Public

imagine that they have nothing - ‘to -do. with thefe

 contefts: for they often raife the price of the whole -
parcel ory it may be, of the whole fpecxes of Tea, -

about any lot.or lots of which the difpute happens.
Having thus mentioned the principal reafons

T whlch 1nduce me to recommend  this: alteratlon, :

o

\‘/J

* verted into good :

"I think it fair to acknowledge, that I have met with

- fome relpeé’cable Dealers, who do not approve it. =
“The oily reafons: which I recolle& their havmg_

produced in favour of their. opinion, are, that it

~ would give an unfair advantage to  the - large__ v
Dealer, and that as-every advance of 1d, per |
pound, would amount to mote money. upon alot

conﬁﬁmg of twelve Chefts, than it does upon a lot
" confifting of fix Chefts, thelofs would, 1f rhe pur—- )

chafe were too dear, ‘become orleacer. .

CAsto the laft of thefe reafons, it is, as the reader,i A

‘duced me to propofe the alteratlon. :

| mu{’c have obferved one -of thofe which have in= |
If forne ad- o

dmonal rifk fhould attend every advance, this eVll“ '
may, by the exermfe of additional cautlon, be con=-

conmbme to a redution of prxce. Ry

‘and I am. perfuaded it would «

~ Asto the other obje&ion, viz. that of 1ts lemg? :
.an unfair, advantage to the large Dealer, I canonly.
fay, that if I thought 1t Were lxkely to have this
B I e tendency,ﬁ :

.’\

| ( 55"
'_tendency, Iwould not recommend its For T would

have every perfon who was able to purchafe one of
the fmalleft lots under the old regulatxon, be able] |
- to purchafe oné of the fmalleft under the new: bue
T have already fhewn, that the- fmalle[’t lot, when"f'_
i doubled, ‘would bear the’ fame propomon to'the
7 Wwhole confumption of - legal Tea, which 4 lot of
’ ‘If, however, ‘any fear
or fufplcxon of “injury to- the finall Dealer thould .
~ ftill remain, it might perhaps be enn'ely removed;
N by doublmg the larcer lots’ only, and leavmg the -
- {maller ones, ' ‘as fmall as they now are.
et think this is ot neceﬁ"ary but {till T would much
rather it fhiolld be done unneceﬁ”anly, than that

half the fize did formerly

any a& which has’even the appearance of 1n3uﬁxee

; for oppreﬂion, fhould take place,

~The alteratton which T ‘propofe yvould alf'o tend

: to fhorten the Sales' Wthh-——I {peak feelln01y-1s -,

a very defirable ob]e& to Tea-dealers ‘and, indeed;

- to the Publxc. We are to have at leaft five Sales in
o a year (mcludmg the prlvate Trade Sale):
- am furé that any perfon who is‘acquainted with the '
g .farlg\Je of Tea" Sales, will not blame the Tea-
‘dealers for withing to curtall them's It is’ alfo of |
“_confequence to the Public: for’ when a Saleisonce
‘ _begun, it 1s certamly their mtere{‘c to have theTeas L
fold and dellvered for their ufe, as foon as po{ﬁble. i

There is an allowance i in favour of the Public;

whxch 1 apprehend the Eaft India Dire&tors ‘can - B
e make, and which, m my opinion, it is reafonable’f o
B they fhould make : I mean the cuﬁomary allow— L

i
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B 'ance of Dxfcount, Wthh ufed to be Szx and an half '
'per ccnt.;,»‘~»« e - :
~ “Thisisa fubje& concermnor whlch an unfuc- :
- "}cefsful appllcauon was made to the Diretors, by
“the Tea-dealers, “before the Tea Bxll had paﬂ"ecl :
SR ':And left it thould be thought ‘that I now renew |
- the fubjed; in the fpmt of vexation and d1fappomt-~
‘ment, Iwill bneﬁy mention the reafon of my do= -
| ‘vmo« fo. . If it fhall-appear to. be a matter which
. 'concerns ‘the Public, ' I fhall " be. Jufhﬁed. If it -
- {hould be thouoht that the Pubhc have nomtereft E

in it, but that an allowance of Dxfcount would

e prove b beneﬁcml to the Tea—dealer alone e g fhall |
have to. apolocxze for havmg glven the Publlc anyv» 3
rtrouble upon the fubje&. R B |
~An’ allowance of Six. and. an. half per centum
’ ’v‘upon the Sale Price of Teas ‘had always been-al-
o Jowed by ‘the . Eaﬂ: Indla Company, to’ thofe pur-v_’
o chafers who {hould pay for their. Goods upon the
E firft prompt. day, or day of paymem: SR

: In all the converfauons which’ Were held at the

- Ea{’t India Houfe, relative to an alteratlon in the 5 i“
rice of Teas, it was con{’cantly underllood——I am
- fure by myfelf, and I think I may: fay by every,

_perfon in'the Trade—-that the cu{‘comary deduction

o of lecount would take place. Not a word was.
: v‘ faid upon. the. abolmon of this allowance, | and
therefore we mxght fairly mfer its continuance.

“Whena copy of the Tea Bill was, by. order of the

E Houfe of Commons, prmted we were funprlfed '

& to find, fhat we were hkely to be depnved of our
' : : g Dxfcount. .

"./ :
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Difeourit, - We had never hcard of' fuch a thmg,
‘we had never fufpeé‘ted fuch a thing; and, to cons -
fefs the truth, we thought we had not been openly
“and handfomely treated in this matter. = At a ge-
" neral meeting of the Dealers in Tea, it was unani- ‘'

mouﬂy refolved, that we fhould petltlon the Gen~
tlemen in the Dlre&lon for our old allowance.

Our petmon however was refufed ; “and the reafons: L
‘which were given for the, refufal were, T hatin
o the prefent ftage of the Bill it would be highly
~ inconvenient to make any alteration in the, Prices;
and alfo that the Court has it under confideration -
~to abolifh the allowance of Difcount in general L
~ therefore cannot comply with the requeft of the

© Tea-dealers to fell Tea hereafter fubJeél: to Dxf- o
~count.” | ‘

We certamly d1d not thmk thef'e were fuﬁiment

‘reafons for w1thdraw1ng the Difcount : and if they o
had been, in themfelves, fufﬁcxent, the c1rcum- :

ftance ought furely to have been mentioned to us

- looner. It was, however, ufelefs to remonﬁrate i
~and we were filent. I, for one, would have re- -
- }mamed fo, if Teas had actually fold fo reafonably,
» that the confumer might purchafe them at the
fpnces which he had been taught to expe& ‘But
fince " there has’ undoubtedly been ‘a great éxs
 cefs of pnce, and fince the Faft India Company -
- have received from the Public ‘a Sum, which fo i
far exceeded their expe&atlon, itis furely equi-
~ table that they fhould give to the Public the cuf= -
| tomary allowancé of ﬁx and an half per cent.,
 There s not even the fhadow of a reafon for abo~
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, hfhmg it, atthe prefent high price. . With refpe&
tothe Sales that are over, thls allowance cannot be

‘ made : the’ Company, "and the ‘owners of the pri-

~ vate trade "Téas, it keep ‘the fum of ‘almoft
- 66, oool to which the: lecount upon ‘thofe Sales
o ,“would have. amounted I know not whether, un-

dér the prefent A, the Eaft India Company can

' allow this Difcount upon the December Sale. ‘If |

they can do it, '1 ‘think they oucrht todoits If

‘ they cannot, Tthink they ought to apply to Parlia-

vvment, as foon as poflible, for fuch an altérationin.
 the A&, ‘as wxll enable them to allow lecount

"fhereafter. AR P S SRR R
“Some perfons may 1maorme, that thxs allowancc |
- twould make fo difference to the Public, but would’

- merely be added to the proﬁt of the Tea-déaler.

I behcve it Would happen, in’ fome mi’cances, |
~  that the T ea—dealers would fhare, and very falrly |
' 1»ihare, thls allowance w1th the Publlc ‘ but'in ge~

ral, the Pubhc would 1 feap ‘the wholé’ advantagc 2

- and i m almoft all cafes the’ rnoﬂ; conﬁdetab!e fhare
= of 1t The proﬁt Whlch contents me now, wotild

content me as well, if T had’ my’ old allowance of -
| Dxfcount.l Ihould certalnly nd thatthe Tea'coft

me {ix and an half per | ceiit. lefs for that allow—

| ance, and I thould as certamly fell it to the Public
o fix cand’ an’ half per cent. cheaper. Every T ea-

dealer who means to content hlmfelf thh a rea-
fonable proht, and’ to Tell. Teas upon as advanta-

_geous ‘terms as h1s nexghbours, would doubtlefs

dothcfame. o T
e @ T M ~Tam
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- Iam extremely defirous of proceedmg one frep
, further, and of endeavounng o prov:de for the -
. Publicfome confolatxon, though every effortwhich

| Government, the Eaft India Company, orthe Tea-

dealers.can make, to- reduce the prices. of Tea,t l
~ fhould fail of producing the defired effet. Itisno
 mean proofof good Generalfhip todraw advantage, -
- even from the failure of a plan: and thatisno
S defplcablc Alchemy whxch converts a pubhc 1ofs e
o _"mto Gold, for the ufe of the ptiblxc treafury. :
It is certain that, great benefit was- expe&ed to L
g refult to the Eaft 1nd1a COmpany from the Tea

Bill, eyen- if the propofed reduction of price had

";mmedlately and complétely taken place. Now

the benefit Wthh would ‘have. refulted from the
fumfs of the plan was all that the Company re-

qmred they declare it is all they wifh to have. -

Is it not then perfe&ly fair, that the extra fuccefs,

whxch they reap at the expence ‘of the Public, :

- fhould be  converted to the public emolument P

“Can the Eaft India Company, confiftently with -
| thelt own. “declaration, refufe fuch an- “equitable
appropnauon of the public Money 2 This appears. |

“to me to be a plan of eafy and infallible accom-

| ph{hment. Certam average prices of each {pecies |
- of Tea are held out to the Public, at which the -~
Eaﬂ: India Company can avowedly ‘afford to fell’

then‘ Teas, and at which the Public have aright to
expeﬂ: that they fhould be fold. - When the Eaft
Indla Company have fixed upon the quanmles of
“each fpec1es of Tea which they mean to put up

oa any Sale, they have only to fee what fum of -

H2 - money
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~ rmoney thofe quantities of Teea ought to bring i into .
~ the Company’s Treafury, reckoning each fpecies _
at thatprlce for whlch the Company themfelves fay . |
- they wifb it to fell 5 "and at which the Public fay, |
Now whatever fum the ‘Sale
“may produce, beyond that, which, accordlng tothe
" above fair mode of Calculation, it ought to do,is -
/" . abfolutely fo much money paid, reluctantly, out of
the pocket -of the Public, and ought to be re- -
: celved reluétantly, into the Treafury of the Com= =
. pany. To gratify each party, 1 would therefore
il propofe that a Bill {hould be broughti into Parlia- -
.. Tent to dire&, that a very conﬁderab]epart of that B
~fum, which I may call the Excefs of a Sale, fhould - .
- be apphed not to enrich the Eaft India Company,
- who have rio equitable claim to it, but to the pub-.
, Ifmy principle be
s good it would, ‘perhaps, warrant an appllcatlon? |
~ of the whole excefs to the. _purpofes of Govern-
- ment. Butfo {’crlé‘t arule as this, though it mlght
- be defended upon the ground of Eqmty, would |

lic fervice of the Klngdom

not, I think; be’ perfe&ly conﬁ{’cent with that'{pirit

of leerahty, which the Eaft India Company have, e

{o often’ expemenced from the Publlc. S A

. As to that premfe fhare - of ‘the excefs whlch T ,
pught to be refunded by the Eaft: India Company R T
' to the Public, I ‘fhall certainly leave that tobe
o fugcef’ted by thofe, who are better quahﬁed to fug- S
- geftit, Nor fhall T prefume to fay, in' what man-
" ner this fum ought to be apphed by Government.' v
T will only obferve, that as it fhould be looked
. ppon as 2 Sum whxch is ra1fcd from the ‘Publie,

?-ndn s

R SR

.( 51 X

and not as the bounty of- the Eaft India Company, -
v it ought to be applied in’ that way which will be‘ e
~ moft vifibly to the pubhc advantage, e
- Itis notmy intention to propofe an ex-poﬁ-fa&o. .

‘ law,whxch fhall oblige the Eaft India Company to -

refund the very large fum whlch they received, o
| beyond their. expe&ation, from. the Teasof laft Sale.k-' ‘"".
. I believe they neither expe&ed nor Could prevent,
X and-if -

- they take the earlieft opportunity, of guarding the

- Publicagainfta fimilar lofs hereafter, they willpro~ -~

~‘bably be thought, by the Public, to have done all .

- that it is now in their power to do.

the high prices which were- then given s

‘merely at fuch at a time as this, when the prices of

.~ Teaare avowedly much too high, that fuch a fgcus. "

rity. ought to be given to the Public.- e

- ftancesmay unexpeétedly arife, even when the plan Fip
‘for reducing the prlces of Tea, has been brought :

to perfection, which may caufe fuch’ an advance as

- The Eaft

-India Company aim at a‘monopoly of Tea: and

| ‘gare fhould therefore be taken, that when thcy SR

o ‘become monopolifts, and there fhall be no Euro- B
. pean.market; ‘to Which, in tlmes of fcarcxty, we

Clrcum-

would be detrnnental to the Public.

can apply, they may :not cmploy thelr power to‘
the public difadvantage. -

.‘ - The A& has taken care-—-and mdeed very pro-— )
. perly-—-that the Eaft Indla Company cahnot be
~ injured : they. have a rzght to'put up their Teas;at
~ {uch-prices,- that they. cannot-Jofe by them. Let" |
o the Public alfo be taken care of ; and let any ex-
3 s:cfs of prnce, whlch they may at. any txme chancc SR
, . . - to Sy

~Nor 1 1s it |
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to pay for: thexr Teas, be converted, as it undoubt- '

edﬂy ought to be, to'theirown ufe. - =

~As to the other ‘objeétions which are made
place to term it, againft the Wmdow A&, itis clear

remove them s the pecuniary compenfatlon fot the

not be complecely adequate,

' ’-; , gami’c the Tea A&: or rather, as Iought in th1s k
- ,;hat the redu&xon of pmce would, " in fome degree, .

~ additional Windew Tax would become greater;
. and the Public would, I hope, in confideration of )
“ "lthe ‘other advantages ‘of this A&, which'I have
K endeavoured to’ enumerate, be: reconcxled to a
f Commutatxon, which, ina peguniary vxew, fhould :

~Irappears to me to be perfe"lly eqmtable, though |
not, perhaps, perfeétly popular, to. diftinguith the

led Tea

‘quarter, proves, not the injuftice, but the equity
and the efficacy of the Bill: and ‘the melancholy

in this ngdom did not pay any duty at all,juftis

. fies our fuppoﬁng that thlS Clafs of complaxnants
~ muft be VETy NUMeEroys. : ‘

‘prefent enemies of the Tea Bill into two claﬁ'es. .

" The one fhould contain thofe who had beén accuf=

. tomed to drink finugg

~ Confumers of duty- paid Tea. It is certain that -

moft of thofe perfons who ufed to drink fmuggled .
 Tea will find themfelves much worfe off’ than
4 they were before : but every complaint from that

the other,, the

| Fa& ‘that at leaft half the Tea which was confumed

-1.am, however, far from 1ruag1n1ng, that every' B
perfon who has been accuftomed to fupply hxmfelf o

- with fmug gled Tea, is become an enemy to the
e prefent B111 Thex:e are doubtlefs many, who, | not- =
EEE | w1thi’candlng ,
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. " wwhﬂandmgtheyhad recourfe toamlleoal market -
~ whilft fuch a market notorlouﬂy exifted, would

cheerfully contribute a larger“ﬁJm thian that which

~ the Tea A& will requiré frém thein, if, by fo

doing, 'they could crufh a. trade, which, they -are

”ready to own, is mo{‘c mjurxous to thxs Country L

Thefe perféns will be fatisfied, provxded an’equal |

tharket be: eftablifhed for ‘all the confumers of

 Teai butif there be two- markets, they wdl havc‘ e
_ recourfe to the cheapei’c :

The co’mplamts v{/hlch may'come f'rom the Other :

clafs, undoubtedly merit the moft ferious attén~

. tioh: and eveér will: do fo, tlll all Juﬂ: caufe for S
~ thofe complaints fhall be removed, by the a&ual
~‘accomplifhmient of that- teduction of the price of 8
oTea, which the A& gaveius teafon to expedt.

~ If when the priceof Tea fhall be reduced as low | 7
as it ought to be, it fhould - appear that the ad=

 ditional Window Tax is'hot paifed as equxtably s
C pofﬁble, but that it ‘prefles miore hardly: upon any .
particular clafs, thin; in juftice; it ought to do, T |
~confefs that ' ¢hisis‘an obje&lon which deferves to
«“‘be attended ro, nid to be Femoved : - and if expe- |
o rxence fhould poiat out 3’ ‘nﬁore equltablc diftribu-
- ‘tion of the Window: Tix}br even a ‘more eligible . |

fubfhtutton for the duty which is taken off from

. Tea, I'truft that the prefent meﬁer, or’ mdeed R
B ,_any other, would be happy to adeptit, .

- I'have not yet mentloned ‘what would- certamly

'."7‘,remove, in an m&ant, moﬁ: of ithe obje&lons
- whichdre. wurged againft the Tea:As T miean ‘it |
: -'repeal, and the reﬁoratxon of the old Tea duty -

but




. moft fignal :
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-'.but thls is a remedy, at whxch dIvveﬁmg myfe]F .

~as I think I can do, of my perfonal intereft'as a
Y;Tea-dealer, I confefs T tremble Of all the victos
- rieswhich Smugglers have ever gamed-—-and they
: ~(;-have been too often’ VIé’torlous-—thls would be the
g the Revenuewould probably receive”
 fucha, Wound that the expence of healing itmight
. far. exceed ‘even the additional Window Tax : all
~ the Eaft India Compames in Europe would ﬂourlfh i
. ——except our own :
illumine theBritifh coalt; butalfo blaze on the Con-
tinent, from the banks of the Tagusto the thores of
. the Baltlc Beﬁdes, thofe pcrfons who anx1ouﬂy call
- outfor.a Repeal of the Tea A, and who, to make
- ufe ofthelrown expreﬁion, ¢ wifh that thmcs mlgh!:'
. be as they werebefore,” feem to forget, thatarepeal
_of the Tea Ad would by no mieans place things in-
. their former fituation.
~ to affert, that neither the old Window Tax, nor =
the old. Duty upon Tea, would, now, bring in
. .any. thmgllke what they- formerly did; The Win-
- dow Tax certainly would not’; for the numbet of
o wmdows has, in confequence ofthe additional Tax,
~ been very much. reduted. - A repeal of that ad-
. ditional Tax would not open all of them. - And
with refpe& to-the Duty. upon Tea, ify before =
o perfons had been accuftomed tobuy legal Teaata
-, - low price, they were mclmed to haverecourfe to the
B Smuggler, they would be much more dlfpofed to.
~ do fo, when the great advance which would take
‘place upon the prefent prxce of Teas, would pomt e
s el ~ “out .

and bonfires would  not’ “only

I believe 1. mxght venture
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“out to them more forcxbly than ever, the advan-‘f k |
o tage of Smuocrhncr ' Che T :

Having now pomted out, as we‘x a.{I am able,1 s

1ofe methods which are, in my opinion, moft:
, hkely to correﬂ the prefem‘ fazlure of the Tea Act;
- to remove. the pmmzpal objettions that are made to
" it; and to render it produttive of the good pur= -
. pofes for which' it was framed, I have executed the ',
| taﬂ< which I had undertaken. S

W1th refpe& to the manner in whxch 1(: is exe- S

75cuted I am perfeily. aware how much 1 fhall
" ftand in need of the public 1ndu1crence. ,
‘ _lelfure is, it muft be confefled, in general a very
trivial excufe
. @the em‘ermmment of the Pubhc, and has not lelfurer o
~ to write careful]y, may juftly be afked, Why he
o attempts to write at all ¥ My objeét was merely !
Cto convey to the Public, vpeon a fubje& which =
- fo much concerns them,
. 'that it'was. in my power to give.\ And Itru{’c S
~ their candour will ‘make fome allowance for a.
perfon who has literally been able to find no time i
* for writing, except thofe. hours, which, after the |
~ fatigue of bufinefs, he has ftolen - ﬁom reft, To =
 the hor& fubfecwae of the day, I have IonO' been‘ ‘

 a ftranger..

Wantof_u"

and he who prefumes to write for

~In the couffe of my proorrefs, I have: had f're- |

‘ jquent occafion to confider the conduct of others. .
I have endeavoured to do thls with a ftrict regard o
‘| to ‘truth ; _and 1 fhall be forry if, . by the man-_ :
" ner in which T have done if, I have rendered =
E :’truth oﬂ'enﬁve. I wifh to be treated with thefame =~

: I : e freedomvff

all ‘the’ information -~
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i freedom with which I have treated others. I fhall |

acknowledge, without heﬁtatxon, the error of any. |

“ 7“,, {rom others. :

"yopxmon which-1 have dellvered as foon as Iam |

| onvmced of it: and L thall very gladly fee any i 1

. formatxon whlch 1 have given, difplaced by better,

N -fFor as the facetlous nght Valued hxmfelf not

r_only for his own wit, ‘but alfo for that whxch he
~caufed in. othcrs, fo fhall I receive fatlsfaéhon, not -

e only from any 1 ufeful mformatlon that I myfelf' may .

~ have been able to give, but alfo from that better
X 'mformamon W‘thh even my own errors may draW ey




