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To the RIGHT HONQURABLE

HE%@/ waom T‘fq% B

Chancellor and Under- Treaﬁlrer of
the Exc/segwer firlt Commﬂioner
. of the Treafury, and one of His

Majefty’s moft Honoumble vay-— '

Councxl

|\ VERY %el[ know you are a

great Minfler of State; you
“bave long engag’d in Pzzé[zcé

S o Life, bave had long Experience
of Mm, have feen far into their particular
Foibles and Inclinations, and muf} bave been
converfant with all the - M}/L’erzes and pri-
mary Operations of Government.

All Parties, however at Variance lzefore

on your firft dm,j" on. fo the Minifterial -

Power and Influence wwvere inflantly recon-

cild to you ; and have fince univerfally ap-

prov’d of your happy Temper and Talents, in-
exczzz‘mg //ae great and maoft Important Truft.

A 2 | “'/Baz‘\

Man of Affairs, a firft and
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T/mz‘ 5enefvolem‘ and dyz‘m‘ereﬁm’ Spmz‘
that Opennds and Sincerity of Heart, 2 ith-
out the leaft Sufpicion of Private Views,
which has been wvery comfpicuous in the pre-
ceeding Part of your Life, [fo remarkably
s ﬁmgug/b d your Charaller, at a particular
Period of Time, as made all Honeft and Vife
Men concur and- admire that Wildom and
Policy that rais’d you to the Mzm/iena!
Honour and Dignity. High Stations, Sir,
Jurnifh great Opportunities of doing Good ;
and great Charallers are only to be fupport-
ed by a conflant Series of good and worthy
AGions. The Well-being of Society, and z‘/ae

general Good of Mmz/emd are the chief and

ultimate Views of every truly great Man :
But,ina peculiar Manner, thefe are what all
good and wife Miniflers ever did and ever
‘awill purfue 5 thefe the fureft Bulwark, the only
Warrant and Security for jm‘ure Praife ana’
Efteem. And bere 1 can’t omit taking
‘Notice, that it is your fingular Honour and
Felicity, to be the Minifter of A PR1NCE

‘that is  Brave, Wi, and Benevoz’mz‘

that is born to govern a .Peo])/e the moft free
wpon Earth, a People always free, and that
always will be free, yet ever Obedient to

" RovAaL AUTHORITY, and peaceable Sub-

jeftsto PRINCES who govern agreeably
20 our Laws: Buf ever wmpatient under
Tncroachments and Oppreffion. Some of our

former PraxcEs wou’d not rule by Law, and

fberejon they fell; your RovaL MasTER

ever

(v)

ever bas ruled, and 1 dczre  fay ever will rule, by
- Law, andtherefore be will ffand : Such is the

Temper and Genius of the Britith Peop[e 5 fich
it bas continued,and fich it will remain to be.
I hope, Sir, the Liberty awill not be
thought too great which I bave thus taken,
to introduce the following Treatife to the
Publick under the Shelter of  your honou-
rable Name.
Views, or Purpofes.of his own to anfwer 5 be
25 znﬂuen/ 'd by no other - Principle in the
World then that of the pure Amor Patriz ;
and as it is calculated entirely fo promote the
publick Good, the Honour and Dignity of the
Crown, as well as the Happinefs and Felicity
of the State, be perfuades bimfelf, it will [
Jar comport with your own particular De-
figns and Intentions, as tobe in fome meafiure
intitled to your Patronage and  Protetion.
The Dignity and Importance of Z‘be Suéjeﬁ'
Shall be my only Apology.
~ I bave bere afferted and maintain’d the
grand Concern of Trade 5 and do bope I have

prov’d, beyond all reafonable Contradittion,
- that our Nobility, Gentry, and Glergy, are

more nearly concern’d therein, in its Suc.
cefs and Confequences, than even z‘be Me‘r—
chant or Trader bimfelf. :

Trade is of a very extenfive szz‘ure fuc‘b
is the Infinity of ~its Branches, 1fs /eqzem/
“and various. Intere/z‘s, at dgﬁere;zz‘ Periods of
Time, that it will always reguzre and de-
ﬁrve Z‘/Je m‘mzﬁ Care and Protellion of the
| | Legz/laz‘ure,

The Autbor has no private.
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Legiflature, and muf} be attended to, with
the greateft Care and Gircumfpection. It ever
was, and ever will be, of the utmofp Impor-
tance to the Wealth, Power, and Influence
of his Majefty, the Security and Preferva-
tion of his Dominions, as well as the Hap-
pinefs and Felicity of bis Subjects. Piinces,
or Rulers of Kingdoms or’ Nations, may

form to themfelves wbatever Notions of

Grandeur they pleafe, but all real Power,
Wealth, or Strength, every new Acceffion of
Glory gnd Greatnefs, to this or any other

Kingdom under Heaven, muft arife from this
one Source and Foyndation — A WELL RE-
GULATED TrADE. And it is worthy alfo
of our Notice,that the Trade of this Kingdom,
and of all other Kingdoms and Nations in the
World, owes its wery Being and Exiftence,
as well as its daily Progrefs ard- Support,
to the prudent and feafinable Interpofition of
their refpective Legiflatures. And from bence
it - becomes " indifpenfably neceflary  for all
Princes and RULERS, and more efpecially

Jor Miniflers of State, thoroughly to under-
fand  the Foreign and Domeflick Trade

of their feveral Countries, with- ifs various

Dependencies on_ other Nations; and to be

ready, on all Occafions, to enlarge, fecure, en-
courage, and cxtend its Freedom, Liberty,
and Advantages of all Kinds, and in all

Places ; that theveby the Strength, Power,
Riches, and Reputation of . their. Jeveral

Kingdoms, may be increas’d and preferved.
, ' Kine

KiNG SOLOMON, 7% particular, made a

great Progrefs in Trade, and by bis Royal

Example encouraged it through all bis Domi-
nions. He foon_found it the weightieft fewel
in his Crown y bhe enter’d info the firiéteft
Amity and Correfpondence with the 'TYR1-
ANS, fo gain the Arts of Tradeand Navi-
gation from them s be got info all the Secrets
of Merchandize, [othat, by bis Fleet and
Land Caravans, be gain’d immenfe Riches,
and confequently . additional = Strength - and

- Power ; that at laft it was floried. of  him,

That in his Days Gold and Silver were as
plenty as Stones. S s

ALEXANDER the GREAT bhad always
the Advantages of Trade in View, .as being
the only poffible Means to preferve bis mighty

Power and Greatnefs. o -

For that Purpofe, after the Deflruction of
‘TYRrE, be built the famous City of ALEX-
ANDRIA 77 EcyeT,. by which the Goods of

IND1A were convey’d into the MEDITER=

RANEAN, and thofe of EuRoPE info
IND1A 5 from whence bis Succeffor drew a
prodigioius Treafure, not Iefs than the yearly
Tribute of Seven Millions and a balf (as fome
Hiftorians fay). I could mention many other
Inflances to the fame Purpofés but, in this
important ARTICLE OF TRADE, our owre
Neighbours, the FRENCH, bave unqueftiona-

~ bly out-done all other NAaTIONS or King-
poMs fince the Creation of the World ; which

take

will demonfirably appear to any one. that will
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take a View of the amazing Value and Ex-
tent of their Trade, for Ten Years preced-
ing the prefent War. |
Iwill fay no more, only, with the utmof?
Submiffion,beg Leave to fubmit all to your can-

didPerufal’; and bope you'll be convined,thar I

bave treated this moff important Point in

Such a Manner,  as will not be a/tagei/éer ufe-

Lefs and unferviceable.

1 perfirade myfelf (and bope 1 have gone a
&ood Way towards perfuading and convincing
others) that, if it be properly attended to,
we may really in Time become the richeft,
and confequently the greateft and moft power-

Jul Natiorn in the World,

And now, Sir, 1 rely on your Goodnefs to
pardon any Infufficiency that may appear in
my Reafoning or Arguments, for the Sake of
‘2bgt boneft Intention that Vifibly runs through
this Undertaking. And although you may
‘probably think I am miffaken in Jome Part:-
culars, yet 1believe you'll agree with me in
2he main. However, what 1 may imperfeétly
bave treated on, I fball rejoice to Jee under-

taken by fome abler Pen : For if ‘the Trade

of GrREAT BRrrTain f urifbes, my Ends
‘and Purpofes are anfwerd ; I care not who
propofes the particular Metbods. I beg the
Honour of  fubferibing myfelf, as 1 moft
Sincerely am, -
SIR,
Your moft humble, | 4
and moft obedient Servant.
\

To the HonouRaBLE the

Lorps CoMMISSIONERS

OF

Trade and Plantations.

My Loxrbps, |

.na L has ever been my Opinion,
“5’ that a Freedom of Speech and
Cilt Writing ought always to be
- allow’d and encouraged, when
it is exerted with an honeft
— Defign of ferving our Coun-
try ; and when it is employ’d, ‘in expofing
and cenfuring any real lemanagemept‘,‘of
the Publick Affairs. 5 o
The Expericnce of all Ages has convinc’d

us, that few Corruptions, either of a Pub-
lick or Private Nature, can withftand the
Power of a free Enquiry; it is therefore

Right and Juft for Engliftmen, to fet fo

great a Value on that moft important Privi-

lege, the Freedom of {peaking and ‘writing

their Sentiments, upon Points of th@’highe{_{
Concernment,  To this we owe our Refcr-

B  mation
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ﬁﬁétidn ﬁ'om Popery, and our happy’Deliv‘/e; »

rance from the wicked Tyranny and Ufur-
pation of the See of Romes To this moft

ineftimable Privilege are we alfo indebted

for the prefent Difgrace of Superftition, En-

- thufiafm, Perfecution, and the eternal Over-

throw of thofe ftupid and flavith Dodtrines
of Paffive-Obedience, Non-Refiftance, and
the . abfolute indefeafible Hereditary Right
of Princes. |

On the other hand, 'T muft readily ac-

knowledge, that this Freedom, or Liberty,

_ in whatever State or Society it prevails, will

be 'frequently abufed. ,
There is 2 natural Tendency in all Man-
kind to expe& more Favour and Regard

than they juftly Merit, and Men of reftlefs -

Minds, and ambitious Views, upon every
fuppos’d Slight, or Negle&, will prefently
be fil'ld with Refentment againft the:Go-
vernment, and will not fail to exercife their

“mifchievous Talents, by endeavouring to

difturb the Publick Peace, and to incenfe
the People againft the Adminiftration, by
general Accufations, not fupported by any
Proof, and by Affertions, which they them-
felves either don’t believe to be true, or per-
haps know to be falfe. Perfons who are
thus pofles’d with a Spirit of Detraction and
Calumny, are always to be dreaded and ab-
horr’d, and juftly become the Objects of

Publick Indignation and Refentment. A

falfe and malicious Reprefentation of Publick

Affairs,

(3) :

Affairs, has ever been deem’d highly Crimi-
nal; as it tends towards creating in, the
Minds of the People an unjuft Diffidence
with Regard to their Prince, which may

probably peruce the worft of Confequences,v

involve us in National Quarrels, and alfo
expofe us to the Contempt and Ill-will of
Foreign States, | ,

Oppofition to the Meafures of a Govern-
ment, whether good or bad, isno new
‘Thing ; it ever has been,and ever will be, in all

‘Countries where  the People have any Share

in the Legiflature. |

From this Confideration it always will
become every Gentleman, in fuch an Admi-
niftration, to A& with the utmoft Caution
and Circumipection, and to fee that every

' thing within his proper Department be con-

dued, not only with great Honefty and In-
tegrity, but with Wifdom, Zeal, and A&i-
vity. | : ‘
" In our own Country the Publick Imploy-
ments areé very numerous and lucrative. The
Pofleflors of thofe Imployments fhou’d

look upon themfelves, not only to be Servants A
-of the Crown (from. whence they - receive
- their Salaries) but alfo Servants to the Publick,

and fhou’d confider that the People have a

~ Right to cenfure as well as examine their Con-
dué, and to punifh any criminal Neglect or.
Abufe, ]
than the High Court of Parliament, or the .
~Reprefentative” Body of the Nation,

By the People I here mean no other
It



wifh’d, that the Servants of the Crown, In
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It has éver been efteem’d in }jzzglmzd a
Fundamental Maxim, that our KinG can
do no Wrong: e can do nothing amifs,
And really'it is one of the peculiar Excel-
lencies of our Conftitution, that if a King
thou’d command any thing amifs, the blame,
if 1t be done, muft lie at the Door of his Mi-

nifters or under Agents, who may be call’d to
an Account for it, by an Enquny or Pro-

fecution in Paxhament

One great Part of the Bufinefs of Parha-
ments, is always to keep a watchful Eye over
thofe Who, under our Sovereign, are in-

trufted with the chief Management and

Dire&tion of Affairs, and to make an En-

quiry into their Condué‘c as often as they
have the leaft Reafon to fufpect they have
‘been piompted by mean and private Views,

by Pride, Avarice, or Ambition, to do, or
to advife thelr Soverexgn to do, any thmg In-
confiftent with the Publick Welfare, This,
1 fay, is the Bufinefs of Parliaments, it is their

" Duty, and this Duty they are mdlfpenﬁbjy ob-

lig’d to perform, when it appears our Country

has fuffer d, or is likely to fuffer, by the noto-

‘Tious Mifcondt_&: of any of the Servants of
- the Crown, either employ’d in the Army,

or Navy, in the Cabinet, or Council.
This ancient, natura] and inherent
nght in the. Brzz‘z//o Parhament is abfo-

lutely neceflary, and eflential to the very

Being of our Conftitution, and it were to be

all

Kingdom I know of none,
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all their different Departments, in the pre-
fent, and-in all {ucceeding Reigns, woud
frequemly refleét on this Right, or Power
in the Parliament, and be thereby induced to
A& with fo much Caution, and Circum-
{pe&ion, that if their Conduc?c thou’d be
exhibited to Publick View, they may ap-
pear to have done nothing but what is Right
and Juft, and may frand entitled to the

- Publick Efteem and Regard.

Of all the Publick Employments in thxs

“that is more
Honourable in itfelf, or of greater Impor-

tance to the' Community, than that of the -

- Honourable the Lords Commiffioners of

"T'rade and Plantation ; a T'ruft which his Ma-
jefty has wifely thought proper to confer upon
your Lordfhlp The Inftitution of fuch a
Society is Wife and Prudent, and may cer-
tainly be of great Service to "this ngdom.
Trade 1s of that extenfive Nature, and uni-
verfal Concern, that it will always merit

- the Regard and Prote@ion of the whole

Leglﬂdture The general and particular In-
tereft of the KING Lords, and Commons,
(1if properly attended to) lel ever unite and
concur to enlarge and fecure the Grand Con-
cern of T raﬁic ‘

It is that alone,

| whereby the Strencth
Power, Riches,

and Reputmon of thls

.ngdom can be encreas’d or preferved.

But fuchis the infinity of its Branches, its
particular Interefts, its varmus Degendcnces
: ' on
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~ on other Nations, at different Periods of

Time, that it becomes abfolutely neceflary,
that a certain Number of Gentlemen, of di-

ftinguifh’d Talents and Abilities, fhou’d be

_nominated and appointed, to make this moft

important  Affair the peculiar Subject of

- their conftant Study and Attention.

The Wifdom of the Crown is alfo. Ve_ry |

apparent, in allowing thofe Gentlemen very

large and noble Salarics, that thereby they

- may be the better enabled to fupport the
Expence of keeping up a Correfpondence
with all the trading Nations of the World ;
that by a general Knowledge of extended
Traffick, and univerfal Trade, they may
perfecly underftand the Intereft of ‘their
own Trade and Navigation ; and may al-
ways haVe a watchful Eye over it, and be
ready on all Occafions to point out to the
Legiflature, proper Steps, whereby to fecure,
encourage, and extend its Freedom and

Liberties atall Times, and in all Places, and

alfo to procure, upon feafonable Conjunctures,
fach new and additional Advantages, as the
different  Circumftances of Times and Af-
fairs may require and admit.

“This, my Lords, I apprehend, is the

noble Defign of your Inflitution, from
the faithful Difcharge of which, many and
great Advantages will redown to the Com-
munity. It is with the utmoft Deference

and Submiffion to your Lordfhip’s high

‘Rank and Dignity, that I prefume to addrefs

S
1
i
b
.
I
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you in this publick Manner. The extraor-
dinary Importance of this Letter fhall be
my only Apology. The Contents are awful
and ferious, on which depend the real Ho-
nour, - Power, Wealth, and Reputatioﬁ of
this Kingdom, for Time to come. Mankind,

in all Countries and "Nations under ‘Heaven,
A 3

“have been extreamly folicitous about this one
thing— Trade 5 and many Inftancesare now
to be found, of Countries that were formerl
almoit difpeopled, and in a wretched poor
Condition, which yet, by Means of a free
Trade, have become greatly Populous, Rich
and Powerful. The Ends propos’d and éeﬁan’é
by Trade and Commerce in all Natci)onsrf
are exactly the fame; thereby they expect
Power, Wealth, and a conftant Employ-
ment for all Sorts of People, with all the
other Convenicncies  of  Life ; and in all
Countries and Nations of the World; where
‘Trade 1s beft fecur’d, beft prote@ed and en-
couragd, there it will moft flourith, and beft
gnfwer all the Ends and P'urpofes’intendcd
%a.m fenfible, my Lords, it has been the
Oplmon of fome Perfons of great ‘Rank;
that the Trade of Grear Britain will ftand,
and exxi?c of it felf'; and that we muft alway;
neceflarily and unavoidably - make a great

Figure in the Trading Wor i
| an§l . xin'}e Trading ‘Nm%d, having more
and greater Advantages than moft other

Countries. To fupport this way of Rea-

foning they take Notice, that we enjoy the
| pcace,abk? Practice of Religion, an Indulgence
, abfolutely

T S R T A O
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(8 ) -
abfolutely neceffary in all trading Countries ;
that, with refpe@ to our Situation, we have
the Benefit of its being an 1fland, furrounded
with convenient Harbours ; that our Confti-
~tution is excellently adapted for the encourag-
ing of Induftry’; that we have many native
Commodities for Exportation ; and that'many
Advantages muitarife from our numerousCo-
lonies and Plantations : And from hence they
conclude, that no Nation in the World has
“equal Opportunity to encreafe in Trade. 1
will readily grant, that we do really ftand
poflefs’d of more and greater Advantages to
improve in our Trade and Manufactures
than moft other Countries; yet it can by no

means be inferr’d from thence, that the Trade
of Great Britain can ftandof it felf, not-
withftanding all the natural Advantages re-
cited, nor even were they confiderably more.
It is undeniably certain, that if the Le-

giflative Autherity and Minifterial Power

don’t at all proper Times. exert themfelves,
with the utmoft Diligence and Wifdom, we
may come to lofe, or be encroach’d upon

in, the moft profitable Branchesof our Fo-

reign Commerce..

Foundation of all our Trade; our Manu-
factures and home Produce therefore will

always Merit the Concern of the Government, -

and {hou’d receive all due Encouragement.

~ But it is the Foreign Commerce that de-
ferves the greateft Attention, It is by a well

concerted and well regulated Foreign Trade,
» ' my

The Exportation of our Produ@s is the

(9)

my Lords, that we can ever become Rich,
Great, and Powerful. And fince France,
Holland, and other Countries, have in a more
peculiar  Manner
Trade, of late Years, we ought to endea-
vour to .extend and enlarge our Foreign
Trade alfo; for whatever Branches we ma

negle&t, other Countries will prefently take
them up, and thereby become Richer and
Stronger.  Our Domeftick Trade depends
entirely upon our Foreign Trade. The
Price of Land, the Value of our Manu-
fac&ures and Commodities, rife- or fall, as it
goes well or ill with our Foreign Commerce.
Befides, the protecting and extending our
Foreign Trade, is the only poflible Means to

~preferve and encourage the Breed of Seamen, -
whereby only that Naval Strength can be kept

up,which in Time of War is the only Security
of our Trade, as well as our Defence and
Protection from the Infalts and Invafions of
our Enemies. |

addi@ed themfelves to -

Great Brifain can never be fafe without .

Strength and Power ; and thefe can never be

obtain’d but by Riches: we have no Mines
of Gold, nor many of Silver, and we can-

- never become Rich, but by the Help of a

well-manag’d and extended Forcign Trade.
Show’d it be ask’d, what makes that vaft

.Difference between Great Britain now,

and Grear Britain 200 Years fince? It
muft be anfwer’d, our Foreign Trade; to
that alone we are indebted for all our Riches,

’ | C " Grandeur,

R i e e R T . o A i N e T e i i

i £ s T

oo T e S

i P A A

o el

et a2

PR Y
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Grandeur, Honour, and Reputation, It is that
‘alone which has enabled us to fupport our
felves,under the many expenfive Wars we have
been engag’d in fince the Revolution. As

Trade is of fo much Importance to this
Kingdom, it is really furprifing to confider,
that fo few Tracts have been written on this
Head. Itis a Subject worthy the Attention
of the greateft Nobleman or Gentleman in

England 5 and the Nation wou'd be highly

oblig’d to the Great Men, the Men of
Power and Influence, if they wou’d enter
more into the great Concerns of Trade; yea,
itis a Subjet worthy the Regard of the
greateft Monarch uvpon Earth,

Can  Princes fpend. their ¥ Time or
‘Thoughts better, than by a diligent Enquiry
into the proper Ways and IMeans whereby,
the Trade and Manufactures of their re-
fpe&tive Dominions can be promcted and en-
courag'd, and confequently render’d more
Confiderable and Extenfive, In this Study,
for a Prince, there is fomething Noble, Be-
nevolent, and Godlike ; as thereby he may
find out Ways and Means to contribute to
the Relief and Welfare of DMillions of
People. . o :

Frinces may form to themfelves what
Notions of Grandeur and Power tiiey pleafe ;
but all real Power, Weualth,, and Strength,

- every new Acceflion of Glory and Greatnels
to any Kingdem under Heaven, muft arite

from

(11 )

from this one Source or Foundation, # we#/

Reoulated Trade. -

The late French King was fo far from
thinking T'rade beneath his Obfervation, that
he thew’d particular Marks of Favour to
many Gentlemen who had . ditinguifh’d
themfelves by their Genius for :Trade and
Merchandize. He took that grand Fabrick
of Cloths and Stuffs at Abbiville under his
Infpeiion ; it-was by his particular Encou-
ragement and Affiftance that it became fo
confiderable as it now is. | :

The late Prime Minifler of France
aCtually kept up a Correfpondence’ with ma-
ny confiderable Merchants and Traders in

~ the different Parts tof the Kingdom for hig

own Information ; all Methods or Schemes
for 1mproving their ManufaGures and Com-
merce were chearfully received by him, and
he enter’d into them with great Nicety and
Attention, and gave every Thing of that kind
the utmoft Encouragement and Protecion ;

“he well knew that the rendring the Trade

of France Confiderable and Extenfive, was
the only poflible Means to add new and
greater Acceflions to the Power and Infly-

- ence of his Royal Mafter.

I have lately had fome Opportunity of in-
forming myfelfabout the Trade of Bourdeaux,
Nantz, Rochelle, St. Mal, and fome other
Ports of France ; and the Accounts of the an-
nual Value of the Exports and Imports of thofe
Sea-port ‘Towns is really furprizing ; it even
| | 2 exceeds
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(12)
exceeds all Belief; for which Reafon I for-
bear to mention the Particulars, fearing I

may be fufpeted to exceed the Truth.. It

is hard to believe, to what an amazing
Extent the , Fremch Trade was grown
before the prefent War.

I was lately difcourfing witha Gentleman of

reat Fortune and Abilities, who after having
lived feven Years at Bordeaux in France
went beyond Sea, and return’d to Bordeausx
again at the End of Twenty-One Years :
'This Gentleman, on whofe Veracity I can
depend, affur’d me, that never in all his Life
had he been more aftonifh’d than at his
Return .to Bordeaux ; he could fcarce pre-
vail on himfelf to believe it was the fame
Place ; the Number of Ships i the River
was beyond all Expe@ation ; the Town
was vaftly Populous and Rich ; every Thing
had the Appearance of great Plenty and
Magnificence : His Friends and Acquain-
tance, when he left Bordeaux, lived in a
oor mean Way; now he found them in

* ftatelyHoufes,nobly furnifh’d,poficflinga great
_deal of Plate and Jewels, Numbers of Ser-

vants, and all the other apparent Effedls

of Riches. It was natural for this Gen-

tleman to enquire by what Means all this
Pelicity was obtained ? His Friends agreed in
affuring him, that, during the Time of his
Abfence, the Court of Paris had conflant-

ly given their Trade the utmoft ncourage-

mené
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ment and ProteGion, and fcarce omitted any
one Thing that was poffible to be done, to
render their Commerce more Confiderable
and Extenfive. When my Friend came
to examine more minutely into this furpri-
zing Alteration, he found it was a good deal

~owing to a prodigious Number of Fews,who

came there to fettle ; having had Affurances
from the Government, that their Perfons and
Properties thou’d remain fafe under the Pro-
tection and Security of the Laws. Whereupon
thofe People came there frequently in Droves
and Flocks, when they had been perfecuted
by other blind and foolith Nations. Thefe
Refugees brought withthem immenfe Wealth
and Treafure,which in a little Time was em-
ploy’d in Bufinefs,and became a vaftAddition
to the Trading Stock of the Town, This

one wife Step of the Court of France was

in many Refpecs of great Service to the
Kingdom in general, dnd mor¢ particularly
to the City of Bordeaux, as it greatly in-

creafed their Shipping, rais’d their Rents,

and alfo the Value of their Lands- within
20 Miles of it: Which will always be the

Cafe wherever Trade flourithes and increafes,

I could mention a Variety of other Inftances
and fome very extraordinary ones,of the pei
culiar Tendernefs and Concern the Court
of France, for thefe fifty Years paft, has

~conftantly thewn to their Trade. -

Their '
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- Their Silk and Linnen Manufactures
have been furprizingly improv’d, by a Variety
of new Regulations. o |

Other Manufactures have been eftablifh’d,
and greatly protected and encourag’d, where-
ever Materials con’d be had for carrying them
on within their Dominions. , '

Men of the greateft Application and Abi-

lities have been conftantly fought afte;’z

and employ’d to fuperintend their mercan-

tile Affairs ; and fcarce any thing has been

omitted or negleted, whereby their Foreign
Commerce might be render’d more Confide-
rable and Extenfive. -

And here; my Lords,with a becoming Sub-
mifiion, I beg Leave to affert, that by
thefe Means the Court of Framce has
been enabled to raife vaft Revenues; up-
on this Bafis alene is founded the great
Power and Strength of this mighty Em-
pire, which for o longa Time has made
fo great a Figure in Lurope, and now  be-
gins to ftrike a Terror into all the Nati-
ons around her; from hence arole that
Source or I'und, whereby the late King of
- France was enabled to maintain a War for
many Years againft the moft powerful Con-
federacy that ever the World faw ; and kept
in conftant Pay above Three Hundred Thou-.
fand Men: An Expence fo greatthat, by all
Accounts, the Kingdom of France cou'd
“not have fupported one half of it before their
JImprovements in Trade.

I have

;
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Ibave now done with the French . and
my only Reafon for dwelling fo long on this
Subject was, that fome of ourgreat Men. Men
of Powerand Influence, by the.Exam%le of
the French, may be excited to enter into the
Confideration of the many Advantages that
may arife to this Kingdom, by a proper
and prudent Regulation of our Trade ; and
may recommend the fame to the-Car,e and
Prote@ion of ‘the Government. Shou’d it
ever happen in England, that our Trade
fhou’d be -difregarded or negle&ed, and
cfteem’d unworthy the Protetion and En-
couragement of the Legiflature, it will pre-
fently fink and decline, other . Nations will

greedily catch at it, and we thall daily dimi- -

nith in our Power, ‘Wealth, and Strength ;
and then, and then only, thall we be in real
Danger of becoming a Province to Fraznge -
a State and Condition the moft infamous
and deteftable of any in the World
Let us for a Moment caft our -Eyes on th;
prefent State and . Condition of the Ruffian
Empire, and it will afford us an Infiance

‘greatly furpafling any thing that has ever yet

3}&ppe_n,’d‘in any Nation or Kingdom,
Never were fuch great Improvements made
during the Life ofa fingle Man; as in that ot

the Czar, Peter the Great., We fee Ruffia a

Kingdom,that but a Century ago was deftitute -

of "Trade and Commerce, and confe
rade _ , : uentl
of gH‘Arxts'-ar?d Sciences, totally. igmg‘ant o);
military Difcipline, and really but little bet-
. | ter.
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ter than Brutes or Savages, now making a
Figure amongft the principal Nations of Ex-
rope, and jultly efteem’d one of the moit
confiderible Empires in the World, The

-C=ar Peter had indeed a Soul as noble as his
‘Defcent, and Views far beyond what might

have been expected from his Education. He

‘wasa Stranger to that Luxury and Indolence

to which Men in high Stations are {o apt to
be inclin’d ; his whole Life was fpent in con-

tinual Labour and Fatigues for the Good of

his Country; by his Influence and Example he
encourag’d Learning and - Knowledge ; he
fent Numbers of his Nobility and Gentry to
travel into other Countries, and at the fame

“Time invited People ofall Naticns to come-

and fettle in any Part of his Dominions.
In the early Stage of his Life he faw the
great Want of Military  Difcipline in his
“T'roops ; to obtain which, he took the Poft
of a Drummer, forbidding his Captains to
remember that- he was Czar; he fervd

with all due Submiffion, lived upon his

Pay, and lay in the Tent of a common
Drummer, till promoted to the Degree of
a Serjeant, which was not till he de-
ferv’d it in the Opinion of his Officers,
whom he wou’d punifh if they judg’d too
favourably of him. - By this  Procedure,

as well as his repeated Declarations, he

convinc’d his Nobility and Gentry, that,
in  his Dominions, Birth and Quality,
alone, fhow’d be treated as a moft ridi-

| | o | culous
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culous Pretenfion, and that no one, of what
ever Rank’ or Quality, fhou’d be intitled to
any the leaft Preferment in his Army, with~

‘out a-proper Knowledge in Military Art,

and a fuitable Degree of Valour and LCourage,
Its. furprizing to confider the prodigious
Improvements that Nation Ahereupon' made in

- the Military Arts in a few  Years: Their
‘Troops, who had been always accuftom’d to

fly before inferiour Numbers, now ever
Where. becamc Viétorious and Triumphant.
» This Great Man being violently bent to

render his Kingdom, and confequently himw -

felf, Rich and Powerful, to cultivate his
unpolifh’d People, and to introduce Arts and
Sciences; the only poffible Means to accom=
plith this grand Defign, he plainly faw, was
to put his People upon gaining Riches by
Trade, the. only Source of Wealth and
Power in: England, France, Holland, and
all other Nations, . S
- Notwithftanding he wds Czar of Muf-
¢covy, a Great.and - Abfilute: Prince, he
lefe his own Kingdom, and travell'd iucog-
nifo liKe a private Man through a good Part
of Europe, - to pry into the Arts, Indufiry,
‘Trade; and Manufa@ures of the more civi-

liz’d Nations: And being fenfible that Na-

vigation and a Foreign Trade were the moft
probable means to enrich and: agrandize: his

People, 'h'e“ apply’d himfclf to thefe with a pe~
culiar . Attention ; Yea, he condefcended fo

far as:to turn’ Mechanic, and wrought a

D confiderable .

v e e 2 e i B
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confiderable Time with his own Hand§ asa
common Ship~Carpenter.  He made himfelf
a perfe@ Mafter of the Art of Ship-Build-
ing, that he might the more effectually be

enabled to carry the fame Home to his own
Country,  While he was in Holland he faw

~feveral Ewglifb built Ships, whofe Beauty

and Proportion pleas’d him better than thofe
‘of the Dutch; whereupon he came to Ezx-

gland, on purpofe to improve himfelf . fur-"

ther in the Theory of Ship-Building. While

he was here he wrought much himfelf, and

‘made all hisServants about him work,in draw-
ing and framing the Models and Dimenfi-
ons of Ships and Boats. And when about to
return Home, he fpared no Coft to engage
great Numbers of the beft Artizans of every
kind to go and fettle in his Dominions.

King #illiam gave him Leave to take any
of his Subjeéts into his Service; and alfo
made him a Prefent of a fine Yacht, call'd
The Royal Tranfport, which he difpatch’d

to Archangel, witha Number of Ship-Car-

penters, and feveral other Arzificers. He
alfo- took with him Mr. Fergharfon, the

famous Mathematician, and two other Ma-

thematicians of lefler Note, -1 am very fenfi-
ble thefe are all well known Fadts; and my
Reafon for reciting them here is only to

~ demonfirate, that it is Trade, and that only,

that has cultivated and *polifh’d the Kingdom
of Mufeovy, and procur’d the Inhabitants that
‘Wealth,  Grandeur, and Reputation- they

/

s
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now poflefs’;™ and to make good my former
Affertion (zo wit) that every new Acceflion

~of Glory, or Greatnefs, Wealth, or Iower,
to any Nation under Heaven, is to be ac-
quir'd by Trade, and that only.
If any one fhou’d wanr to be further con-
vinced of this great Truth, let him but for
a Moment caft his Eyes around ‘the Globe,

and fee the mighty Difference, between

thofe  Countries that  have Commerce,
and thofe that have none; and it will pre-

fently appear, that all Kingdoms and Na-

tions now are, and ever have been, powerful,
in Proportion to their Application to Trade;
‘tis that alone that gives Life and Strength

to any Nation, and can"only nourith and -

enrich it, _ .
Since then Trade is of o -great Im-
portance to every Kingdom and Nation

in the World, as it undeniably appears to

be, how comes it to pafs that Great

| Britain has never yet made a greater Fi-

gure in the Trading World, and confequent-
ly is not become more ‘rich, great, and
powerful ?  This probably may appear
fomething  Wonderful, efpecially when one

~confiders, that of all People in"the World

we are .the moft happy in the Con-
flitution’ of our Legiflature, that we have
the beft and moft excellent Laws for the
fecuring our Liberties and Propertics, and
alfo confidering the Commodioufnefs of our
Harbours,  the natural Fertility of our Soil, -

| D2 toge-
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. ‘ﬁbgether with the Aivity. and Induftry of
- ourPeople;; I fay, confidering thefe naturalAd-

vantages,which we enjoy beyond many other

Nations, there muft certainly have been

fome unthought-of latent Caufe, why this
Kingdom has never made 2 greater Figure in

the trading World, and confequently become
‘more Rich and Powerful than it has ever

yet been, And here, with a becoming Def-

 ference and Submiffion, I beg leave to fug-
geft, that the Nobility, Gentiy, or Clergy
of this Kingdom, have never yet at any
-Period of Time fufficiently underftood = and

regarded the grand Concern of Trade, and,
confequently, their own real and true Inte-
relt; Yea, I fear, our very Parliaments

“themielves have oftentimes been miftaken,

and mifled, when Matters relating to Trade
have been brought under their Confideration,

I wouw'd not here be underftood, as if 1
intended any Refletion on thofe venerable
and avguft Affemblies, No . certainly, I
moft religioufly profefs, that no Man living
has a greater Regard and Veneration for
them than 1 have. But as thofe two Houfes
confit almoft entirely of young Noble-
men and Gentlemen, whofe Education, ac-
cording to the accuftomed Methods in Eng-
land, has had nothing to do with 'the Study

~of thofe Improvements of a Country which

are to be made by Manufactures and Com-
merce, it is not to be expected they fhould

| alwayﬂs be able to form right Judgments, in

S o Mattegs

Rt B ‘Land but Trade will feel it.
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| Matters x:clati_ng thereto. Befides, its a great
* . Unhappinefs to this Nation, that there has
- ever been kept up a certain Jealoufy be-

tween the Merchant and the Gentleman
. >

;char:}ts and Traders are too apt to look on all
Duties, on any Commodities fthey deal :in,
as meer Clogs on their Trade, and as if thew
proceeded from -an Envy .in the Gentry oyf
their Profperity, and a Fear of ,‘beihg,‘ ri-

~ valled in Fortune and Figure, by a fet of

People whom they regard as their Inferiors,
The Gentlemen on the other.handv-th‘ink‘.
they can never lay too great a Burthen on
Trade ; .tho’ if they maturely  confidered,

they. would be fenfible a great part of it muft

be born by themfelves, in - .thi '
eat, drink,y and wear. . chry,‘thxng ’they>
- This Jealoufy, or Envy, betwee th‘ Gen-
tleman - and the Mercha}i;t, the .’IilradeerG:r?d
Lgn,deholdejr, is notonly unreafonable, but de-
trimental to theCommunity in the hig,heﬁ de-
gree, Between the Landed and Trading Inte-
reft in this Kingdom, there ever has been, and

ever will be,an infeparable Affinity. They mu-
. tually furnifh each other with al{the C}o:llzrz-

niences 'of‘ Life, -and no real Preference can
be given either to the one or to the other. It
Js"demqnﬁrably true, that it can never go ill
with Trade but Land will fall, nor ill with
5 It was long ﬁucé 'obférvéd by Doctor
aenant, < that many great Men in their -

oo De.bateg. o

the Trader and the Land—holdec: The Mer- -

%
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< Pebates and Councils feem to have no
¢« other View and Aim, than to promote

L)

.« the immediate Intereft of Land, and are
¢« glways more warm in the Concerns of hlt,_\
¢« and more indifferent and carelefs in what

| de, haps i ftent

¢ relates to Trade, then perhaps is confifi
< f;:i?h the Safety and Welfare of this ng"'
¢ dom.” S
- Lord Bacon fays, ¢ That the only Foun-

< dation of a Treafury in Englandis Trade; -

¢« a Thing neceflary to this Ifland next unto

t¢ its own Being, as may appear, not 'qnly'
< in regard of the Riches of this Nation,

« butin regard of the Strength, and ‘in Te-
¢ gard of the Maintenance of the Crown,
« the two latter of which being no other

: ». 2 *
"¢ than a natural Effluence of the former.’

1t is to be wifh’d that our Nobility, Gen-
try, and Clergy, wou'd employ a little {gf
their Time and Thoughts to infpect andfcm;] 1-
der the foreign Traflic of this Kingdom; t e{{
wou'd prefently fee, that the landed Interef ‘
depends entirely upon it, and be fully C(én—
vinced, that no one thing in the World A e-
ferves their Study and Attention fo much as

Trade. After a little Thought and Reflecti- -

on, Things wou’d appear to them in a clear

ight ; they'll plainly fee,that the protecting,
Light; they an% iglprov'infg our Manu-

romoting, M
;(Ea&mes, é‘omm’erce, and Plantaltloqs, lihth‘e‘
ual improving ar eir

¢ improving and enlarging to
m}oﬁ cffeCtual imp oving d en el

x 'Paam‘ on the Laws and Government of England,
) i )

: Part 2. pag. 39.
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own Eftates: For as Commerce. flouriftheg
Lands will Rife in Value, and as the Inhabj-
tants of T'owns and Cities increafe, the Con~
fumption of Provifions, which is the main
Support of the'landed Intereft, willdo the fame :
So that the encouraging of Trade by the No~
bleman, Gentleman, and Clergyman, is only
the promoting their own real Interefs s for
in turning the Wheel of Commerce they.
are {ure to have a large Share of the Profits. -
As I am on this Subje, I beg leave to ga
one Step farther, and roundly to affert, Thas
the Nobleman, the Gentlesran, and Clergy-
man, are more nearly concern’d in Trade, in
the Succefs of 1f, and in its Confequences, thar
either the Merchant or Trader bimfelf. This.
Aflertion, however ftrange it may appear, I
will undertake to maintain ; and fure I am,
that T have the concurrent. Opinions of the
beft Writers on Trade that England, France,
or Holland, have ever produc’d. _ '
Whenever any Kingdom or Nation comes

. to be ruin’d and undone, the Deftru&ion

falls firft on the Lands; the Nobleman and
Gentleman fink firft. The Merchant and
Trader hold out to the laft Moment: T hey
have a thoufand Ways and Expedients to -
fecure their Property, by lodging it in Fo-.
reign Hands, or invefting it in Merchandize
abroad ; the Banks at Amfterdam, Ham-
burgh, or Venice, offer themfelves to View,

s fafe and fecure Repofitories for their Cafh,

I fay, the Merchants have a thoufand Ways
o a - ‘to

TN
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* to fecure, conceal, and fhift their Property;: |

which the' Gentleman knows nothing of, or,
if he did, wouwd not fuit his particular Cir-

- In Suppo:tk' of the foregbingﬁ Aﬁeriioﬁ, I

‘will only offer the Secntiments of that great

Man,Mr. Locke,andwhich highly deferve the

" Confideration of every Nobleman and Gentle-
man of England. <« When a Nation (fays
“«¢ he) is running to Ruin or Decay, the
“¢¢ Merchant and money’d Man, do what
<« you can, willbe fureto flarve laft of all.

¢ Obferve it where you will, the Decays

-« that come upon and bring Ruin to any .
< _Country,do conftantly firft fallupon Land.

“« And tho’ the Country Gentleman (who
« ufually fecurely relies on fo much a Year,

<« 45 was given at his Marriage Scttlement,

< and thinks his Land an immoveable Fund

~ <« for fuch an Income) be not very forward
<« to think fo, yet this, neverthelefs, is an
"« undoubted Trath, That be is more con- |
<« ¢ernd -in Trade, and ought to take a
<< greater Care that it be well managed and

<c-prefervedthan even the Merchant bimfelf
« For he will certainly find, when a Decay

<« of Trade has carry’d away one Part of
.« our Money out of the Kingdom, and the
.« other is kept in the Merchants and Tradef-
- <« man’s Hands, that no Law he can-make,
~« nor any little Arts of fhifting Propesty. . |
<« among our felves, will bring it back
<« to him again; but . his: Rents. will fallé'
= ' . - ffan
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¢ and his Income every Day Iefi’én, till 2

¢« general Induftry and Frugality, join’d to

- a well-orderd Trade, fhall reftore to the
+  Kingdom the Riches and Wealth it for-
o merly had.? * o N

| Sentiments of fome eminent Writers on
Trade, in France and Holland, to the very
fame Purpofe; but its needlefs, the fingle
Opinion of Leck is fufficient, =

1n this Treatife, which is to remark to your
:.Lordﬂ}ip‘s, ~That the Trade of this K};ggi
dom does not (as is generally imagin’d)
arife from the Excellency of our Laws and |
| ‘Coni’utution, nor from’ the Commodiouf-
E nefs Qii ~our Harbours, the Tempci'aturé of -
1% our Climate, 'the Fertility of our Soil, “nor
from the natural Honefty and A&ivity of
our People. I will grant, thefc are very
great Advantages, and which we enjoy ina
Degree equal, if not fuperior, to any other

Nation in the World. :

~ To illuftrate this important Point, let us

- but for a Moment caft our Eyes on the State
and Condition of the United Provinces; as .
far back as the Year Sixtcen Hundred Ei;hty
Right. Sir William Temple tells us, in- his
ﬁ}c}cloqnt of that Cou;nti‘y, “c That't‘h’es 'Duz‘/cb,' ‘
“ ad then miore Shipping belong’d to. them,
 then there does to all the reft of Kurgpe. Their .

I now eome to the chief Thing intended

~ Werc it neceffary, T cou’d mention . the
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‘. Growth in Riches, and the Extent of theit
¢« Commerce, was prodigious and aftonifh-

« ing; and the Number of their Inhabitants

« was atrived to fuch a Height, as made
<« them the Envy of fome, the Fear of o-
¢ thers, and the Wonder of all their Neigh-
« bours ; they had likewife a conftant Reve-
« nue ‘proportion’d to all this Greatnefs.”
Yet Sir William at the fame Time re-
marks, in Page 209. That they have no
« native Commodities towards Building or

-« Rigging the f{malleft Veflel; their Flax, E

«« Hemp, Pitch, Wood, and Iron, coming
« all from Abroad, as Wool does for cloth-
¢ ing their Men, and Corn for feeding
«. them ; neither have they any Thing pro-

< perly of their own Growth that is confide- -

< rable, for their neceffary Ufes ‘or traffick
« with their Neighbours, befides a little
« Butter, Cheefe, and earthen Ware. As to
«« Haibours, they have none good upon the
¢« Coaft. The Entrance of the Texel/, and
< Paffage over the Zudder-Sca,are more dan=
« gerous than a Voyage from thence to
<« Spain,lying all in blind and parrow Chan-
cc. nels, So that it eafily appears, it is not
¢« 3 Haven that draws Trade, but Trade that

< fills a Haven, and brings it in Vogue ; nor

<¢ has Holland grown rich by any native
-« Commodities whatfoever.” '

“Now then, as Sir William juftly reafons,
Page 211 of his Obfervations, Since the
<« Ground of Trade can’t be deduced from
o S ~ Havens,

/
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¢« Havens, or native Commodities, as may
« well be concluded from the Survey of
<« Holland, which has the leaft and the
« worft, and from that of Ireland, which
« has the moft and beft of both,” it cannot
be amifs to confider, from what other
Source it may more naturally and certainly
be derived. The Trade of Holland, England,
and all other Nations, owes its Origin, its
very Being and Exiftence, to the Care and
Protection, to the prudent and feafonable
Interpofition of their refpective Legiflatures,

‘at different Periods of Time. - The Trade of
Holland is sthe meer Effect of Order, Me-
thods, and a thoufand Contrivances. No Go-

vernment in the World has been fo careful
and tender of their Trade as the Durch ; and
it will ever remain a Subject of Aftonithment,

that a Handful of Merchants, taking Shelter

in a little Country, which fcarce afforded
any thing to fubfift its newInhabitants, thou’d,
by the meer Force of Art and Contrivance,
render .themfelves fo very confiderable;  and

thou’d the Affairs of Europe remain inthe

Situation they are a few Years longer, the

“prefent Generation of the Dufch muft ac-

complith that one grand Defign, which.
their Forefathers have been aiming at, viz,
the reducing all the Trade of Europe witorn
the Limits of their own little Circle. If
fo, . we may live to hear it faid of Holland,

‘a5 it was of Ferufalem in the Days of §O-

- E 2 LOMON,
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L. OMON, that Gold and Silver are therg
as common as Stones. o S
"To return to our own Country: I now
come to demonflrate, that the Trade of
 England in particular owes alfo its Origin,
its very Exiftence, to the Care and Protec-
tion of our Government ; and that the great
Progrefs it has made, at different Periods of
“Time, has been always owing to the pru-
~ dent and feafonable Interpofition of the Le-
giflature, S o
7 To illuftrate this Point, it will be necef-

fary to lay before your Lordfhips a brief Ac-

count of the Rife and Progrefs of Trade,
in this Kingdom, from the Time of #illiam
the Congueror down to Edward the Third.

‘We find in our ancient Hiftories nothing of
‘Trade. It does nort feem to have been atall
regarded or underttood, during this long '~
Tra& of Time, 7. ¢ about three hundred
Years, throughout which the Nation was = |
overfpread with Poverty and Ignorance. We
had in this Period of Time Ten Kings: and
a hopeful Race they were, It would be too
cdious for me to enter into a particular Ac- | |
count of their feveral Reigns. Lord Bacon |
lumps them together, and fays, ¢ That
"« whatever Money or Wealth they had, or i+,
¢ could get from the People, they fpenton .
¢¢ their own Lufl.”*  When he comes to |
B S | the |

¥ Bacon on the Laws and Government of England, -

B

Parr 1L page 38

¥ puted asa Blot to the Honour of the
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the Reign of Edward the Third, he talks i
a different Manr_iex_‘, who, he fays, 5 Vva;slz
“ _,%;Ieat and} ,_Wlfc Prini:e,»’that cncotraged
e c? of [ arts an.d Abilities to be ntar his
) erion; and laid a Platform fof aye.
* menting the Treafure of the Kinkdom. -
‘ a}i well for the Bepefit of the Peoplf'as of
“ the C‘rownf Nor can it be recopciled
- without Wonder, that Providence fhould
at once beftow upon England a co rage-

. -“ . . - :
ous People, brave Captains, wife Colnejl
>

4 1 y

« a}nd a King that had the Endowmeis of

“ ;_1/691(! all.  Its true, that this Edwar tpe .

‘ Ipzr‘ was a King of many Taxes, above
all his Predecefiors, yet this can’t bﬂimn

or Liberty of the People; for the KFSE
|

< | i
** was not lo unwifé as to defire it without

:: ex.zxdent Caufe, or to fpend it in Seches
“ 011 hu}}zon his own private Interefl. . fnd
« altho the People parted with much, yet
) ?othmg to Prerogative, but all in a Py
“ hamentary Way ; {o it was not taken byt

given. 'Thus did this King thew himfu]¢

- * truly Royal, in demanding his Taxes upon

““ evident Grounds of 3
* evident Grounds of State; levying them

with a tender Hand, and i
- a -and, placing ¢h
* to aright End. But that which %igeé?&

¢ all; and bred good Blood was.
« all, d g as, 1 that t
%% People had guzd pro g0, by the Adilf;rtx}cl:

“ of Trade, wherein the King h
“ of € i ad thew’
¢ himfelf the CazﬁefMercbzzizfg()f the h’feoz; |

& Cera
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oo Cerlairﬂy Men’s Parts in thofe Days were
-« of raft Reach, that could manage fuch
& YWars, fettle fuch a Government, and lay
“ fudn a Foundation of a Treafury by Trade”
All Facor’s own Words.® \ L
Padon me, if I am too particular in the
Chatnder of this Prince, for he was the firft,
from the Conqueft to his Time, that took
. any Notice of T'rade, or that feemed to have
had iny Defign of rendering this Kingdom
grea. and powerful; and he hit on the only
pofible Method to effect it. B
Ih the Parliament held at #eftminfier, in
1 3%, being the Seventh Year of his Reign,
tha Tranfportation of Wool out of the King-
dmlp was prohibited,funder‘ very fevere Pe-
naliies. 'This Lew, for many Years, had
_not the Effe&t intended. A foolith and per-
nicious Fondnefs ftill prevailed, for the
Cloths and Stuffs made in France and Flan-

ders - whither our Wool: ¢ill then had been vy

* exported, and brought back to us complete-~
ly manufagtured s by which wretched Occo-
nomy .our People were kept flarving at
home, and the Kingdom annually drained

of fuch vaft Sums of Money, as made vs -

extremely poor,and contemptible. |
 Great Complaints were made againf’c, the

' Ladies of thofe Days; and it was p..retendcd,

that by their Means the falutary Defigns of E

this Law were in a great Meafure defeated.

e | They . |
% Vide his Laws and Government of England, Part 11, w

pages 2, 385 39
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They could not reconcile e
ey : > themfelyes to the
:v&%gxr:ig our Englifb Fabricks, viﬁi}fotg?e
stuf}‘e- Ato call bome-made -and [)ome-/j)zg;
St h§ 'N qpted Vanity, to which the Ladjes
; tl 1s Nation have ever been but too 1 oh
;}nc n;led, to love Things far-fetch’d angl;; h
}C:S’g t, even to a Proverb. And here ai

“ ﬁt omit taking Notice of the ridicul
~Tafte of our Ladies in the prefent Age 'W(I)lgs
3 s b]

tho’ they can’t by Law wear French Stuffs,

yet affect to call feveral Pares of their Drefs

by Fren
y French Names, — yea, Names that are

gnngxco}? odious, — the CARDINAL, — the
Carv IN ; — Names that ought to be de
efta ¢ to every Britifh Lady!  They 1 ,
D; ! iqual Reafon call any Part ofy t}?a'y
’Ihz sCy :}?e Names of Belzebub, or Lurz'fi;:r
1h df: inals and Capuchins are fome . £
ha’Vemo induftrious Agents of Satan éu?d
v _ever been the grand Support“o’f hi
mo{gu'ceo I;pron Earth; for the greateft’ ans_
ummate Villainies of all Kin
tlﬁ?st Ir\z‘%\;]gve;] be’en acted on the ;‘hefti'zds,f
-Ro)m'//j Cler,gy, a\.ze been pgyform’d'by_ ‘the
But our glorious King Edward the Third |
2

and wi '
the wife Men about him, weré not to

be diverted from their Defign of aggrandi

zing this Nation b m

his by the Clamours - ofe

W}l{}o were for gratifying their V;rsxit'(})lfalt:ht(;)fe
pence of the public Weal ; and thcr'e?-'

for ' trai
Priz,e tz Iczixy a Reitraint on their deftru@ive -
Fride, and prevent its evil Confequences, a

N . x ,

Law

e e A A e

e et et e A e om0
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f,aw was anew made, ftrictly forbidding all
Perfons, under the Degree of a Lord,: from
ing 2 ’
:ﬁ?flfs, %nder any Pretence whatfoever. This
Law, at once, gave Life and Spirit to our
Woollen Manufaétures, and the People grew
daily more and more reconciled to the wear-
ing of them. | R
But at this Time fuch a Degree of Igno-
tance and Lazinefs prevailed in this King-
dom, as is fcarce to be conceived. ‘Lord |
Bacon, fpeaking of thofe Days, fays,  The
¢ Prieft had a lictle Charity, and the Poor
< a3 little Money ; fo as no Penny, no Pater
« Nofter. A fick and very crazy Time que-
« {ionlefs it was; when the Clergy were
¢« ftately, and the Poor idle.” $ |
" Things being thus fituated, the Govern-
ment was obliged to take another Step to-
wards the Advancement of Trade; and fun-
‘dry Laws were made to compel the poorer
Sort of People to work, and to fettle the
Rate of their Wages, and make it as bene-
ficial to the Poor to ferve the meaner Sort
* of Clothiers as the richer. . By thefe Means,
in-a ’very ‘litele Fime, Labou.r became, fa-
thionable in all Parts of the Kingdom.
“Thefe grand and important Points being

¢hus fettled by the Care of the Legiflature, ic

;s furprizing to confider the vaft Wealth that
dow’d into this Kingdom in a very few Years;
E together

+ Bacon on the Laws and Government of Englqndf;
P&It 110 pagé 4I'e .

ny foreign Woollen Cloths or

[
P
PR

together with a prodigious Increafe of Know-
ledge, Arts, Sciences, Honour, Wealth,
-and Strength 3 all which daily became more
‘and more con{picuous. o
- The Government did not intend Things
thould reft here. They had always under
their Confideration, the principal Produéts
and Manufatures of the Kingdom, and
-efpecially that of Wooll; the working of
which at Home they plainly faw, bad not
only faved the Nation immenfe Sums of Mo-
ney, but alfo afforded a conftant Employ-
.ment to the Poor, whereby they were ena-
bled, by their own Labour, to live comfor-
tably : Therefore, this Article of increafing
our Growth of Wooll, and manufa@uring
it at Home; feem’d all along to have en-
-grofs’d their chief Care. Their Views more

“and more enlarged, and they went on form-
‘Ing noble Defigns to render this Kingdom

great and powerful. They now turned the'
‘Tables, and in their Turn attempted the ex-
porting our Woollen ManufaGures to Flazn-
ders, and other Parts Abroad ; thereby to re-
cover thofe prodigious Sums of Money we

| “ had formerly paid the People of thofe Coun~

tries for Manufacturing our Wooll. In this
new and brave Attempt, itmuft be lament-
ed, they met with great, and for a long
Time infurmountable, Difficulties ; chiefly on
Account of the unexperience and unskilful-
nefs of our Workmen, which were the Caufe

of our Maﬂﬁfaﬁures being ‘inferior to thote

P of



(34

| of our Neighbours, who had been fo long

exercifed in thofe Arts that were rfzquli;.tlj t}q
their Perfection, and confequently ngt. i Fe y
1o be fo. acceptable either at Home or in Yo-

 reign Markets. To Remedy this Inconvenience

and pufh our own Improvement to the ut-

‘moft, a Proclamation was iffued, 1nviting
all fo,l‘eigh Cloth-workers, and other Manu-

| i gland :
to come and fettle in Ezng
?ﬁlﬁz}ly Dyers, Prefsmen, Sheermen,

YWooll-Combers, Weavers, &5¢. &Fe. and-to

a1l that fhow’d appear to have any confidera-

| edge in their refpective Employ-
, ?gfenﬁn?lfg K%ng himfelf actually engaggd ;o b
“allow ,a certain Penfion, till they fhou Weﬁ

£x’d in a, competent Way of h\_’mg; dep L
“might Lord Bacon fay,’ Men’s Parts in ]

uld fettle
Tiemes were of vaft Reach, that cou’ -
foch o Polity, manage foch Wars, and at

the fame Time lay fuch a F\Oundation’ of a ftrous Sum.

“Treafury by Trade.

“thi al Invitation, great Num- = and his wife Minifters compleated their erand
-UP;)I]Ptelg)lsleP%t?gm Flanders, Germany,and '~ Defigns, and, ‘as Lord Bzziorz_ calls it, ;géid a
bers o cqx}r)xe here to {ettle with their Fa- Platform, or
'Fi'ﬁlqm‘e’nd‘ Effedls; and by their Means, our . = arofe all the future Wealth, Honour, and
| %}i; 1312:1 Fabricks were brought to (uch.g D65 _ Grandeur of this Kingdom; and by thefe
ore(; of Perfection, that the Exportation of M
D

A ng tobe T
‘ n increas’d furprifingly, being now SNEE Fes 3 :
??:r?l ilgcaflemoﬁ‘ 'alf‘ the CTorners of the habl} Scotland at once. He went in Perfon, at the .
table World. Befides the Improvement & Hea : o Jis, firr

+ Woollen Fabricks, by Mcans;gf thete 1 of France, in the Reign of Philip, firnamed
:%}oreigne@ many other Manufactories were
. d bl

P

b

»near'Ij'aﬂ‘a’a?z.Pfefenﬂy’(ﬁabhfh d; partxcu_tl}gt

. that of Silk in Spittlefields, and in Canter-
bury : Which laft alfo ina few Years proved
~avaft faving to the Nation. Our Exports
- _ annually increas’d, and the Imports were in

a Manner dwindled to nothing, In the 28th
Year of this King’s Reign, the national
-Trade ftood thus, for that fingle Year,

The Value of all our Com-
“modities Exported, on. ~
the moft exa& Calculati- 2

 on amounted to ;

The Value of all Commo-
dities Imported during
this Year amounted to but

5. d.
294184 17 2

38970 3 6
The clear Profit in one Year 2 552 14 1 3-8

Which in thofe Days. was efteem’d a mon;

By thefe Means King Edward the Third

Foundation, from whence

eans, this Prince was enabled, for a lon
Ime,to maintain a2 War againtt France and
Head of a valiant Army, into the very Heart
de Valois, making great Devaftations all

along the River Sesne, and proceeding almoft
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to the Gates of Paris. In this Expedition
were fought two famous Battles; in the laft -
of which our King’s Son, #he Black Prince,
with a fmall Body of Engli/b, defeated 2
pumerous Army of the French, took the
" Prench King and his Son. Prifoners, and
‘brought them both to London at the fame
Time. In his War ‘with the Scets, he reco=
ver’d the firong Town of Berawick, and took
their King Prifoner, whom he fent alfo-to
London. In fhort, he rais’d the Reputation
of the Englifb Arms to fuch a Pegree, as
made this Kingdom the Envy, as well as the
Fear and Dread, of all the Nations around
Gs i i | ‘

Thus I have exhibited to your Lordthips,
a very particular Account ‘of the Rife and
Progrefs of Trade in this Kingdom ; and I
perfuade myfelf, that I have beyond all pof-
fible Contradiétion eftablifh’d thefe two great
and important Points, firft, That TFrade in

all Countries, and efpecially in ourown, 18
the only Source and F oundation of Wealth -
and Power; and, fecondly, That Trade, in
all Kingdoms and Nations under Heaven, = |
and particularly in England, owes its Very
Being, its daily Progrefs, and Increafe, to the
Interpofition. of their refpective Legiflatures ;
and that {how’d it ever happen here, that our

Government {hou’d imagine our ‘T ade can
ftand of itfelf, or fhou’d efteem 1t unwor-

thy their Regard and Prote@ion, it will
: P;‘gf_enﬂy' fink and decline, other “Nations "
S will |
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will greedily catch at it, and thereby be—com~e |

more rich and powerfi i

unavo.idab'ly .becorr)n,e p(;g;, Xglll{e -a‘:fl fal
temptible. And then, and then only ({:l(:nl;
we be in any real Danger, of beéoi’lin Y
Province to France : A Condition the ifo{i

infamous and deteftable of any in the |

World. |
Is it then, my Lords, to b itted
> » - e ad
ah.dem'on.ﬁratcd Truth, that thef1 g‘} ;atiiid a;
ii s Kingdom owes its very Exiftence it
laily Progrefs and Increafe; to the Proteétiétx:

and feafonable Interpofition of the Legifla-

ture ; it muft no lefs evidently
| ntly a
tl}ere never was a Period thg;inp fk?:r’,ri?t
of ath1§ Natan ftood in more or vgrveate:
f}i«i p(;e&t::?t S‘l]]‘?pol’t‘ and Prote&ion than
 prefent. e are now unhappily :
?jv%egf mh a War with France an}zipl»ls_‘};cfzf:z-v
| the greateft Powers in Europe, and
z;;_uﬁ fingly, and unafiifted by the na;;g;%‘:;d |
aﬁdanl})’ ‘otht\er Potentate, encounter the F Ieet:
ind Privateers of both Nations; and thi
War may laft for a much longer Time tltlgif |

18 generally imagin’d. Your Lordthips high

Rank and Station muft ceftainly
ank certainly o
gcuceeés to l%ﬁ_at fl;\Aen, Men of P‘(})rwzfzrndd)ﬁu
ce, Minifters of State; and it 'd be
%egec‘?c‘ly“conﬁﬁcnt with your ,ID‘::'tO N dax?g
fice to cxert yourfelves, on all fuc}L Op-

portunities, in - i >
| s, In fuggefting fome Means or

%heg, to thofe at the Helm, whereby our
rade and Navigation may, under its pre-

feng
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fent Difficulties, receive fome furer Pro-
tection, fome greater Encouragement than it
has ever had fince the Commencement
of this War, Is there no new Method to be
thought of, no unprecedented Ways of em-
ploying Cruizers and Convoys in 2 conftant
and regular Succeffion ? “Wou’d your Lord-
thips enter into this grand Concern, with the

‘Solicitude and Attention it deferves, a Variety

of Ways and Means wou'd prefently offer

* themfelves to your Apprehenfion. The Ne-

ceflity of fome more effeCtual Regulation
with regard: to Cruizers and Convoys is very
apparent, efpecially confidering the prodi-
gious Number of Ships already taken, and

‘alfo, that during the Continuence of this

War, we muft in all Probability, as I have
already - faid, fingly, and unaffifted, encounter
the Fleets and Privateers of France, and
Spain. o |

I fhall prefs this Matter no farther, but

fubmit all to your better Judgments ; nor need

Turge, that, in any Attempts of this Kind,

‘your Lordfhips are fure to have ‘the Con-

currence and Approbation of every honeft and
wife Man in the Kingdom ; and I perfuade
myfelf, your own patriotal Difpofitions will
fufficiently prompt you to endeavour the

'Advancement of your Country.

. I now come then to offer a few Hints, rela-
ting to our Trade, in general. And I wou'd

firft Premife, that herein I am tdtally ab-

firaCed ‘from all Party Confiderations what-
. S ever.

(39
ever. I fhall not Attempt to vindicate any one
Minifter or Miniftry, or to depreciate ano-

‘ther ; I fhall not have the lealt Regard to

Perfons or Parties; but fpeak of Thi
and Tranfactions as they realljly appear,T\l:flirt]Ef
out any Regard by whom they were perform-
ed. Iknow the Risk a private Man runs
by talking at this Rate, and that he may pro-’,-
bably be call’d an idle. or a difcontented
Scribler. - Every Man muft rifque fome-= |
thing Fhat will defend Truth; therefore ‘I
fhall give myflf no Concern; about what
People may term me, in Confequence of my
writing this Treatife: T am not chagrin’d by
Difappointment, I know, and folemnly pro-
fefs, I am not in the leaft influenc’d by Il
nature or Refentment ; all I intend, or Aim
at, is the Proteétion and Encouraéémént of
our Trade, and confequently, that this King-
dom may encreafe in Wealth and Power,

Is Trade then of fo much Importance to
this Natiop, and to all Ranks and Degrees
of Men in it, as hasbeen here affirm’d, and is
itat prefent, notwithftanding, fubje@ to many

Difficulties and Difcouragements, then, cer-

tainly, no Time can be more proper and
feafonable than this Junéure, for the Le-.
gillature to interpofe for its better Security
and Protection. I am afraid, -it will upon
Enquiry appear, that we have Laws now

exifting, whichare {o far from being favoura-

ble to Trade i inj
that they are hig iC
o it that £ 'y ghly injurious
15, ave a manifeft Tendency to leflen,
| infringe,
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infringe, and deftroy it. The Law I have
| ;}rg‘f;ﬂfhiéﬂy in View, is that of the gthhof
Queen Anne, wherein it is enacted, ¢ That
e every Parliamentary Candidate, - except
«¢ the eldeft Son or Heir apparent of a Peix‘,
“¢c or fuch as fhall be eleéted for cither of t’-ac
<« Univerfitics in Ezgland, fhall (if requir )
¢« make Oath, that he is poflets’d of g.n
<« Eftate in Lands, Tenements, or Here:ti
« taments, to the Value of three hundx-cn
« Pounds per Annum, over and above all
¢ Tncumbrances, that may affect the famE:

This Oath is fo fram’d, as leaves no Po -
" bility of an Evafion ; that Juror fwears

- & Thathe has fuch an Eftate, .z‘ru{y, and
« Bora Fide in L(zég)Bor lggzizty, “fo an

« for his own Ule and Benefit. :
| ﬁ?ﬁis Law, ’tis to be fe:ar’d, has gxyfc_:r;
Birth to a good deal of Perjury, yea, wilfu

»n

and corrupt Perjury, in Perfons and Places

re it thou’d not be fo much as fufpected.
| Wh’i’rl?eltreal Defign of this Law was to pre-
vent Merchants and Traders from belﬁg
elected Members of Parhament,g.and tOtE :y
to exclude them from any Share in 'thc? e-
giflature. The Advocates for this Bill repre-
fented, or at leaft infinuated, that a great
Majority of the Merchants and Traders were

| 1 inciples, and of low
Men of little-or, no Principles, an ! v
ang defperate Fortunes, and that by this

“ 1 1&térs
~ Perfons of fuch unfuitable Characters
%Jv?jm’d be in 2 very great Meafure p:ege:;tgd
‘ v . . - e ;
‘frpm having a Seat 1n that H_oufe, wBriber);'

| ]
i
HE
b
Pl

tity or Influence ; but

| C(4r)
Bribery, Venality, and Corruption, which
were then o much and fo juftly complain’d

~of, wou’d be much reftrain’d, and in a Man-

ner abolifh’d,

Thefe were the Reafons openly advanced
by the Advocates for this Law. But when I
confider, that this Bill was brought in, and

carty’d, by the Influence and Authority of

Queen Anne’s laft Miniftry, at a very me-

morable Time, when the” true Intereft of -

England was not the Thing moft valued by
thofe Gentlemen, and when I refle& on the
well known Views and Defigns of that Ad-
miniftration, at leaft of fome of thofe who
were  Principals * therein, I am ftrongly

~tempted to believe they had fome other la-
tent Motives, not at all fit to be owned,
which prompted them in this Proceeding.

They knew, the Merchants and Traders were
in general hearty Friends to the Hanover

Succeffion, and avowed Enemies to Framee

and Slavery, and that therefore they were by
all Means to be difparaged, and prevented
from having it in their Power to defeat the
pernicious Schemes then concerting, .

Amongft all Communities and Societies
of Men upon Earth, there are but two ne-

1 ceflary and effential Qualifications, that thou’d
.Intitle one to a Part in the Legiflature, vz, .

Integrity and Ability. Thefe arc indifpenfible

Qualifications, and no one deftitute of them

fhould be entrufted with any Share of Autho-
the excluding a Man,
G - meerly

P
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meerly becaufe he has not fuch a determinate
real Eftate, in Lands,. does not feem to be |
confiftent with that nataral -

Juftice and
Equity. which are fo confpicuous in the
Englyfb Laws and - Conftitution ;

Parliament.

Freedom and Privilege of the EleCtors, who,

by the ancient Laws and Conftitution of this

Realm, were to be at full Liberty, to choofe | he
fuch Membexs as they fhou’d Judge moft pro- L}antsp and Traders in the Houfe of Com-
per and capable of ferving them in this great mons ? Indeed, as this Houfe now confifts

and important Traft,

oree anfwer’d the profciﬂd Defign of its Ad-

Couupuon It is evxdent to. all the World,

neither is |
it agrecable with that perfect F reedom which |
thould be exercifed in the Choice of a Brzzifh i
Men’s Under f’ccmdmg, Inte- | |
ority, and Abilities, don’t always keep pace |
~ with their Eftates. hi dare fay, was the Rea- =
der to look round the Circle of his own Ac-
quaintance, he could think of many Gen-
“tlemen, who have not two hundred Pounds =
per ﬂﬂnum in Land, and yet, at the fame E
~ Time,may be endued with more Knowledge 1
“more real Abilities, and, in all Refpects, may
be better quahﬁed to felve their Country in |
- Parliament, than many other Gentlemen,
_whofe Eftates may be five Times as large.
~ Ican’t therefore help thinking this Law is | 5
“in its own Nature unjuft and irrational ; fure

Jam itisa very great Infringement of the |
.+ well as its Progrefs, tothe Care and Prote&x..

-on. of the Lemﬂature is it not to be wifh’d,

thdt
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that fince the Commencement of this Law,
Bribery and Corruption, amongit all Renks
and Degrees of Men, have run toa much

greater and more fhameful Height, than in any
other Period of Time, fince the Eﬂglzji;»
Monarchy was eftablifl’d : For the Proof of
“which, 1 thall only refer the Reader, to the
prmted Report of the Secret Commlttee ap-
pointed by Parliament, to examine the Con-
du& of the. late Earl of Orford. If then it
appears, that this Law has never anfwer'd
the Defign, or, at leaft, the pretended De-
fign of its Advocates I fubmit it to your

Lordfhxps Conﬁderatlon, if the immediate.
. Repeal of it wou’d not be perfe&ly right

and juft. It wou'd reftore the Ele&ors ta
their ancient, natural, and inherent Rxghts .

and wou’d very probably be of great Service
| to the Kingdom : For if Trade be of-fuch

vaft Importance to this Nation, as we have
proved and doth owe its very Being, as

that there were a greater Number of Mer-

almoft entirely of young Noblemen and Gen-

Befides, this Law has in no Inpe or De- ltlemen, whofe Education (as afore obferv’d)
~ "has been quite different from-the Study of

vocates ‘which was, to Root out all Appe- ;}/}O{e Improvements that are to be made by
rance or Sufpicion of V enality, Bribery, and | | anufaltures and Commerce, it is not to
be expeaed fuch an Aﬁembly ﬂlou d always,

G 2 | - form
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form a right Judgment, in Matters relatmg
to Trade; whereas, if there were more Mer-
chants and Traders therein, our Reprefen-
tatives would acquire much clearer Ideas of

~ thefe Matters, and would be infpired with a

much greater Concern for their Advance-
ment, In all Debates, relating thereto, the
Trader wou’d enter into the Subject with
Skill founded on Experience, wou’d difcover

and point out to the Houfe the AdvantageS‘ o

or Difadvantages that might accrue to the Pub-
lick from any Meafures propos’d or taking;
and all this with far more Judgment and Ex-
anefs than the meer Gentleman can be pre-.

fum’d to do. Ceteris paribus, every Man |
jidges beft of that he is moft converfant with,

and can do moft Serviee in that which is his
proper Bufinefs ; and therefore I am per-
faaded, that was there a greater Number of
Merchants and Traders in the Houfe of
Commons, Trade, according to the Inereafe
of 1its Friends there
extenfive and plo{pel ous,
and Glory of the Commumty

The Reverend Mr. Tindal, fpeaking of
'th‘s Law, fays, ¢ *Twas thought to ftrike

¢« at an effential Part of our Conflitution,

¢« fe&s of this Law, and that the Intéreft |

<« of Txade, thch mdeed ﬁ)pports ‘that of i

L« Land,

would bccom.c more
to the Strength

-« touching the Freedom of Elecions. Our
« Gentry was become fo ignorant and cor-
¢« rupt, that many upprehended the ill Ef-

( 45 )

e« 'Tand, wou’d neither be underﬁood nor

< 1egarded P&
-1 don’t incline to make any mv1d10us

Comparifon between the Gentleman and

the Merchant, or Trader; but furely ¥ can’t
fee, why the Merchant and Trader fhow’d be
prefum’d to be more eafily bribed or cor-
rupted than the Gentleman; the former
have generally as high a Value for the Li-
berties, of their Country, and as great a De-
teftation: of ‘Slavery and arbitrary Power, as

any fet of Men upon Earth; neither does
it appear,

as'to warrant fuch a degrading Treatment of
the latter, Admitting the Gentleman has the
teal and Jdona Jide Qualification that the

Law requires, yea, let us fuppofe him to
have a hundred or two hundred  Pounds per

Annum more, yet, by the Time the current
Expences of the Family at Home, and the,
Education of his Children abroad, together
with the accidental Loffes by bad Tennants
are all dedu@ed, his Situation does not feem
to be fo vaftly preferab]e to the other’s, Its
true, the Property of the Gentleman is more
durable and. ‘permanent, more out of the
Powcr of Accidents and ftate Revolutions.

~ Sit William Temple, {peaking of the won.
derful Extent of the Dutch Trade, fays,

“ The Government in  Holland is managed,
« ClthCI‘ by Men that Trade, or whofe Fa-
¢« milies

* Centinuation of Rﬂpiﬂ, Number 65. page 2¢0,

that the Circumﬁances of the
‘Gentlemen, in ‘general, are {o very much fu-
perior to thofe: of the Merchant or ‘Frader,
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< milies have rifen by it, or who have them--

¢ felves fome Intereft going on in other Mcns
¢« Traffick, or who were born or bred in

<« Towns, the Soul or Being whercof confifts
¢ in 'Trade. This makes Trade fure of all.

¢ Favour, that from Timeto Time grows
¢ neceflary, and can be given it by the Go-
<« vernment.,” How wou’d this great Man

be fil’ld with Surprize and Aftonifhment, .

cou’d he now be inform’d, that in England

there are Laws exifting, which were made

with no other Defign, than to exclude the

Merchant and Trader from having any Share
~in the Government or Adminiftration,

I {hall now exihit a fhort Account of the
Compleé¢tion and Difpofition of that Parlia-

‘ment,. which pafféd the Law I have been
dpeaking of; - and fhall remark a little -on
fome other very extraordinary Laws, which .

they pafs’d, or endeavour’d to pafs, at the very

fame Time. , .
The Reverend Mr. Tzndal, in his Con-

- tinuation of Rapin, Number 63, page 211,°

Iéys; -« In this Houfe of Commons there
<« appear’d a new Combination of Torys, of

<« the higheft Form.” Ihope God will ever _
more deliverthis Kingdom from any other fuch -

Combination ; for, to fpeak the very Truth,
they brought us to the Brink of Ruin; and
if the Almighty had not providentially in-

terpofed, weand our Pofterity had been ine-
vitably undone, tied down in Chains of
“Slavery, Blacknefs, and Darknefs, both of

- Body

(47).
- Body and Mind. At the fame Time this
- Parliament, or rather this new Combination

~of Tories of the highett Form, (as Tindall

calls them) took great Offence, at the coming
~over of the poor Palatines into this King-

- dom. Many Motions were made in the Houfe

of Commons about it, and it was pretended,
that thofe unhappy Refugees were not fo
well affe@ted to the Church, as could be
wifh’d, and that their coming over might
Jincreafe the Numberof Diflenters. At laft
they addrefs’d the Queen about it, and the

Houfe came to the following Refolution, v/z.

-« That the inviting, and bringing over the
< Palatines into this Kingdom, may be of
-« dangerous Confequence to the Conftitution
« of Church and State,” and at the fame
‘Time they pafs’d a Bill, to repeal the Aé for
‘a general Naturalization of all Proteftants
‘whatfoever, which the former Parliament
-had pafs’d about three Years before, On the
firft reading of this Bill, in the upper Houfe,
it was rejected with a becoming Indignation.
-Some of the Lords inveighed againtt it very

warmly, and difcover’d the pernicious Ten- .
~dency thereof, - thou’d it pafs intoa Law,

while others enter’d more particularly into

“the Views and Defigns of this notable Houfe
of Cominons in promoting it. In fine,

their Lordfhips quickly rejected it, to the

- joy of every honeft “and wife Man 'in- the

Kingdom,

At
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At this Time it was be¢ome a Fafhion in

~ the Houte of Commons, to fpeak on all Occafi-
“ons contemptuouily of King 77z/liam, our great

and glorious Deliverer, and his Memory was

‘treated with fuch Reproach, as was incon- .
- fiftent with' that Decency, which ought

always to -be obferv’d in a Britifh Se-

nate.. When the Enemies of this excellent

"Prince, and of their Country, - had by this
- Means endeavoured to prejudice the Minds of

- the un wary, both within Doors and_ Wijshout, |
! 'againﬂ:vhis‘ Chara&er, they boldly _then ven-

tured to arraign his Proceedings, and they’

.fet out with an outrageous Clamour .a,.gainfc-
- his. Grants.  This was fo well receiv’d by
‘the Herd, that a Bill was brought in, to
~empower a certain Number of . Perfons, * to
“examine all the Grants he had ever made, to
report the Value of them to the Houfe, and
_the particular - Confiderations “upon which
‘they were made. This was done_wnh. a De-, -'
" fion to refume and make them all void,
. When this Bill was fenit up .to,tbr? Lords;
" they declared it was malicious and unjuft, and

that it was pafs'd in the other Houle, with

- no other Defign, than to blackenand throw

an Odium on the Memory of King #illiam,
and all thofe who had faithfully-ferved him
and their Country. Upon the firft Reading

their Lordthips  rejected 1it, to the great

Mortification of the lower Houfe, or (as

,‘Z??Zdal

o The Commiffioners Names in: the rejefted Bill
‘.vb'ere, Mr. Hind Cotton, Siv Simeon Stuart, Mr, Ever ~-

field,” Mr. Bulteel, Mr. Blackmore, and Mr. 77rightfon,

(49)

Tindal calls them) to the new Combi-

‘nation of Torys of the higheft Form;
fome of which perhaps bore the harder on
the, Memory of King William, becaufe he
had tied down the Nation, (Body, Soul,
and Eftate) by Oathsand Laws, firm and
immutable, to defend and maintain the Suc--

~ ceflion of the Crown in the Houfe of Ha-

amover, N
I could mention many other, Inflances of

~ +he unjuftifiable- Condu& of this Houfe of

Commons ; I will trouble the Reader but

- with one mere, to convince' him of the

‘Weaknefs and Incapacity of the then Mini-
ftry, to fay the beft of them. A VEry extrae
ordinary Bill was brought in, went through
both Houfes, and pas’d into a Law, by their-

Procurement, to encourage and promote the .

Importation of ZFrench Wine. This Bill

| was lugh'd at or condemn’d by every fon-

fible Man'in the Kingdom; and nothing
cou’d have carried fuch a Motion through the
two. Houfes, but a very firong Inclination to
oblige the French King, whofe Alliance the
Perfons then in Power ‘needed, join’d to the
Luxury of thofe who were exceflively fond

‘of this Liquor. The Grand Monargue, as

it was then faid, made himflf very merry,
on the News of the: pafling this Bill, and

ridiculed  the Folly. of the Englifb, in ex-
changing their Gold, Silver, and Wooll, for

his Wine: For it our Miniftry at that Time

‘had known any thing at all, they muft have
oW 8 2L B

known,

.
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known, that the French had more Senfe,
than to take any thing in lieu of it from us,
but our Coin, or our Fleece, the latter of
which is of greateft Value to them, and De-
triment to us in their Hands. -

" But it luckily happen’d, this Law was

rendered more innocent than the Makers in- -

tended it: For, by a Claufe thereof, the
- Wines of France were to be imported
only in neutral Ships ; which gave fome Of-
fence to the French King, who declar’d, he
expeded by this Law, to promote his own
Navigation ; and finding his Views from it de-
feated, he iflued out an Edi&, forbidding the
Importation of French Wine to Engiand, un~
lefs in French Veflels. By this Procedure he
thewed himfelf a better Governor than his
Dupes were here, and how little he fet by their
Submiffions, when they did not effectually
fubferve his Parpofes. In fhort, he had con-
tracted fuchan Opinion of the Meannefs and
Folly of the then Legiflature,; that he was
ftartled and chagrin’d at their leaft Incom-
pliance with his Pleafure. | S
" 'By. this Time I reckon the Reader muft
be-aftonifh’d, at the Behaviour of this Par-
liament, and begin to inquire how it was
poflible for fuch a Set of Men to get them-

felves eleCied in this Kingdom. Toaccount
for this it muft be remark’d, that the Influ-
ence of the Court was all in Favour of this-

new Combination of Tories of the higheft

" Form. As I have been condemn’d, tho’

- very
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very unjuftly, for being too fever ‘

Clergy, in {fome formt:rgTra&s; vt%a?? at?rf
now to relate of them fhall be in the Words
of others, and particularly of fuch Perfons
as have been always prefum’d to be well af.
fected to the Holy Priefthood. o
~ The Reverend Mr. Tindal, in his Conti-

_ nuation of Rapin, Number 65, page 1

~ fays, “ After the Ele&ions were over %gé
‘““ Members of the High-Church Part’y far
“ out-number’d thofe of the contrary Side
¢ which, befides the Influence of the Court.
“ was owing to other Caufes: All the I x -

€« ; ' '
“FERIOUR CLERGY, a few excepted, -

,:“ were more than ordinarily zealous, and
¢ diligent, in promoting the Intereft of fuch
“ whom they thought beft affe@ed to the
“ Church; not only without any Regard to
““ the neceffary ' Qualifications of - perfonal
“ Merit or of Eftate in the Candidates, but,

¢ 1n feveral Inflances, in breach of the com-

:: m?n Duties of Gratitude, ftrenuoufly op-
) Ppofing their very Patrons,’ and Benefadors,

" Befides a Courfe, for fome Months: of
:: ;rery mﬂam%ng:Sermons, they went a,bout
« ﬁr}om-Houfe to Honfe, prefling their Peo-
: ple to thew, on this Occafion, their Zeal

for the Church, and now or never to fave

- “it. And by this Sort of Preachment there

:: was a vaft Concourfe of rude Multitudes
« brought together, who behaved in fo
boiftrous a Manner, that it was not {ufe

" 3

| ¢ and in many’ Places not poflible, for thofe |

z It who
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| ) h 1 ‘come and
% who had a Right, to

« give their Votes for.a Whig, - Th;s w:lsi
? geﬁerai, throughout éhé: ilflsv%(im?{ﬁm}s
?( e fam ,hne,, tha vas v A
“ ii\;ht;iia; %a;{ been concer;ed %)rdfo;;gg
“ Time, and that the proper Metho }sgur
“ Tools had been prepated for ;t[ Qur
other Hiftorians agree with Tindal,

the Clergy by their inflaming Sermens, and

icke s, were the chief Promo-
ot‘her fﬁlﬁ%ﬁi& fgen Violence, Mobbing, q{ng
;tgrsé; c. that were every where practi ‘er
.atuti'hi-"ég éle@:ibn. And this di\dc;hcg(;i t?:gzt 51;1;
Tued for ome Time, and wou , ,
,iu:jefggng on, till they had btougl;mlt -usn:j(i
Ruin or into a Civil AW.ar, had ;‘. eya&eé
‘been ’?eren-ted by the Riot A&,‘hoonéfﬁng
.:the Acceflion of the late King. The p

. 1tion foon following |
this A, and the Execution foon following |
s Lﬁ:éz-szreez, tended greatly to Cﬁabl.‘ﬁg_ '
?‘i:]éntﬁe Government, and. reftoring the pub:

lick Tranquility : For the Temper and Dif-

he Clergy, at that Time, was |

g?g&e;ifcﬁ +kin, - to thofe of their Prede-

| ir Reign of Charles the Firfi,
:?gg-r? ai;n 511;? g:elagt,and honeft Hiftorian,

Ludlow, tells us, had always in View, the .

| i wrch of England to a
lding the Churc ;
igg;)er Cghjun&i*on with the See of Rome.

The Violence and Outrage in the E(lielé;t;:
'o.n of this Parliament were {fo op&n I;W' o 1
torious, that fome of our greatelt Lawyer
: Y R

. ’ A ev
v . -} uef’uon d» lf th S
and Beliticians much g . were
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were really a Parliament or not and were
inclin’d to think, they could not be deem’d
a proper Reprefentative of the Britifb Na-
tion. I « o
~ Thus, my Lords, I have given a brief
Account of thar Parliament, which pafs’d
the Law, the ‘Repeal of which I now re-
commend to your Lordthips ferious Confi-
deration ; I have alfo hinted at the critical
Period of Time in which this Law was
pafs’d, the open  Pretences and private
Views of its chief Advocates, as alfo the
feveral other pernicious Laws which'they
pafs’d, or endeavour'd to pafs, at the fame
Time; I have alfo laid before you the vio-
lent and outragesus Methods practifed all
over the Kingdom, to procure the Ele&ion.
of this Set of Men. | fhall urge the Mat-
ter no farther, but fubmit the whole to your
Lordfhips better Judgment, and perfuade
myfelf, that on mature Deliberation you'l}
‘all unite, and concur in Opinion, that the
Repeal of this Law is reafonable and necef-
fary, perfectly agreeable to our antent Laws
and Conftitution, as it will reftore the B~
letors to their natural Rights and Privileges,

and muft unavoidably be of great Benefit to

this, Kingdom. -

‘The next Thing I have to offer to your
Lordfhips Confideration, in order to encou- .
rage and encreafe the Trade of this King-
dom, isa more general, impartial, inviola-
ble Toleration and Liberty of Conftience to

o ' Call
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all People upon Earth, the Papift only ex-
cepted, ¥ toge "

verfal Naturalization o
Mankind, of whatever Kingdom or Na-
tion under Heaven, without .Exceptio)n :
By this I mean, that People, from all Cor-
ners of the World, the Few,
the Mabometan, the Perfian,
&, &e. Ge. may be received in England,
with their Families and Effects,
be permitted to fettle in any of our trading
"Towns or Cities, to buy L
fue: whatever - Employment they pleafe,
without Reftraint or Moleftation,

ther with an At for an uni-
f the whole Race of

the Pagar,
the Chinefe,

and may
and, and to pur-

with may be
taken under the Protection of our Laws, be
intitled to all the Privileges of ‘Commerce,
and in all Refpects, relating to Trade, be
on the fame Footing with the old Inhabi-
tants. | | o o

The Admiffion of Foreigners, in this

~open and frec Manner, and the making them

quite

% Of all Religions in the World, Popery is uigue-
fionably the worft 5 being in its own Nature abundant-
ly more deftructive to Human Society than Mahoma-
tifm or Pagan Idolatry. But tho’ the Good and Well-be-
ing of Society may, therefore, render it juft and reafona-
ble to exempt the Pap
five Toleration, yet I fee no Reafon why they may not
Ve included-in the general At of Naturalization ; and
further, tho’ I am not for enlarging their Religious Liber-
tiesin a legal Way, yet to me it appears perfectly con-
fiftent with the fri&eft Rules of Prudence and Policy,
“that they be permitted quietly to enjoy. that Indulgence,
" or Connivance, which they have bad for this 20 or 32

Years paft.

ifts from the Benefit of this exten-

R e e e Seln e
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quite ealy, as to their Religion, wou’d pre:
] | e I'G’“"

fently appear to be of
ntly app " unfpeal
;:i this Kingdom : "T'was g); ?rizgfs S;rvxc'c
gners,that our Silk and Woollen ngrFI? s
icks

were eftablith’d, and brought to
Third.

Such a Tolerati ' & .
__Such on, a& o
Naturalization, vs'/'ou’d:‘MI;E1 giecni?fl’c AC& qu

~ Confe-

- quence, dnd cow’d not poflibly fail to in-

creafe the Trade, Riches, and. Strength of

this Kingdom, W

: o om. Were our To

?}IX“Y S 0}1>en t0 receive Foreigr‘;‘;r;-z‘ a;]nddCIF’e$

famye l}l all Refpects relating to Trade vy
footing with the Natives. we (b, the

Pr}ffently find, S, we fhow’

where Tyranny and Su .

AT : perititio ool oL
fg’{’feﬁi‘?d Part of Mankind wou’d be ‘-’a;L the
t0 tranfport their Families and Effects 1o
Mil(.inefs ZfGO(:;)rdEefg of our »Climacte 33}1:;
t ‘s aws, and oth A
tages cojoy’d by Euglifh Men, wou'd oo
wou’der};t Inducements to M ultit’udesmx];vh'be
and Stres;hvag: ﬁccef%on to our real Pov‘lzzl';

e » and enable us ¢ . A
& E%?e(s. of any other Cou‘ntr(;r flalgnce the
fieur ;; Ingenious French Gentlemanuli\:/gjp&- |
Trade uet, in his Memoirs of ‘the ) roh
¢ ()f ghpa-ge 16, fayg’ 13 Af[Cr theUu’fC[)
« ehis neeicven]:'?royinces, the WOr.I dnfl.oﬂ
“ Suceels againy Sk, Jofond itflf with
% hate, ] Spain; for all ¢ \

. v?&?d the Spg”ﬂ) Govemmemthzgex;o
S e
_“ pe'r’

that from thofe Countries’ |
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"o perfecuted under it retired thither, as

< rity. The many Perfecutions
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¢ 1o an Afylum, from its Rigour and Seve-
which

« Spain renew’d, with too great Severity,

« 3 feveral Places, againft thofe who had

« embraced the new Opinions, peopled the

¢t United Provinces, with 2 World-of ex- |

« cellent Artizans, who fet up their feveral
«. new Manufactures, and brought thofe
<t they had already to 2 greater Perfeltion.
« The Perfecutions that lafted fo long in
« Prance, then in Germany, and laft of all
¢ in England, augmented confiderably the
« Iphabitants of the United Provinces,

<« gnd made likewife great Numbers of

« Merchants, Traders, and Workmen, go

"« into Holland, which not only caufed their

¢« Towns to become exceeding populous,but
« doubly increas’d their ‘I rade. :

~« This general Naturalization, and Li-
¢« berty

of Confcience, and the making all

« has been always obferv’d to be the prin-
« cipal Motives, which induced fo many
¢ Merchants and Artizans, to go in Millions
¢« o the United Provinces; and notwith-

<« ftanding they fat down in a Country pro= .

« ducing nothing neceflary to Trade or
« Navigation, _yet, by their Means, it is
¢« become the Center of both ; for the new

« Country they were come t0 inhabit, be-
« ing but. of {mall Extent, and not pro-
¢ ducing near what they had Occafion for,
S : « thofe |

g¢
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« .tﬂlgfétghxpit anc} incredible Numbers, which
_ ither for Security, had no oth

(44 ;

) Xiay to.l,xye but by Trade, for without i |
: y cow’d never have fubfifted, and paid
thofe heavy Taxes, fo cften laid upon

lt\}/}em, in Defence of their Liberties.” d

M cii)l{gvm Huet again, {peaking of the ge~

er Whatuty all new Comers had, to pur-

e, wha ever 'T'rade or Bufinefs they pleasd
v _ou? the leaft Reftraint, fays, ¢ To
) iCISDChUdC all, ‘Trade has not any where
) Co;ﬁe World fo.‘mortal an Enemy as
e Pdramt ; and it muft be ever acknow-
) Iged, as an m(.:onteﬁable Truth,  that
« wherever Trade, is clog’d or conftrain’d
) un}‘der any Government, it will retire o
 others, where it may have greater Safety

) arfld Free'dom, and be more favourably

) ufed, which at this - Time it cou’d nc})'
where find fo well as'in Holland. And

~
-

. > ;“b th c Vi ~ .
« People quite ealy in Matters of Religion, = y thefe Means the World faw this new

§¢ 1 3
) g}:fufhcg, ina {hort Time, in a Condi-
 on- o fefe”d, itfelf againft the whole
« oy r f Spain, and gll ‘its other Ene-
ol W. 5 am fullyhconvmc’d, and I think
« ou’d not be a hard Matter to convince
) (f)it ters, that Commerce may be made to |
- ourith in France, as well as in any R
gg?lxlc\l/} Wha}t]ever. - And by that Kdeasg
our: Monarchy may be rendered mor
powerful than it has ever yet b Ttis
tclc;xtamly for the Intereﬂ.c})’f alfe?’.ri;:‘ei's
hat Commerce fhow’d flourith in thei;

I < Domi-

(13
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<« Dominions : For never were greater Things
performed by Sovereigns, than when the

<« Trade of their Subjects has afforded them

<

"< the Means to put them in Execution;

¢ which may eafily be proved by infinite

<. Examples, both ancient and modern. Be-

s fides, 'Trade has the only attractive Qua-
¢ lity, to draw into any State Gold and Sil-
¢ ver, which are the Primum Mobile of all
<« Acions. Thisis fo true, that Spain, In
« whofe .Dominions thofe two Mettals are
<« produced in greateftAbundance,is very often
¢ ftraighten’d for the Neceflaries and Con-

-« yeniences of Life; and that, purely, for

“of the United Provinces, fays, ¢

¢ having negle@ed Trade and Manufactures,

I cou’d mention fome other French Wri-
‘ters on Trade to the fame Purpofe; but it

wou'd beneedlefs, as it is all abundantly con--

firm’d by our own Countryman, Sir /7 illiam
Temple, who, in his Account of the Trade
Trade
¢¢ can no where flourith under Arbitrary, and
< tyrannical Power, but muft of Neceflity

<« Jecay and diffolve, becaufe it empties a

<« Country of People; but the granting a

<« general Liberty Freedom and Eafe, not
< only. in Matters of Conicience, but all

¢ others that ferve to the commodioufnefs
<« and quiet of Life, where every Man may
<« follow his own Way, and purfue what
<« Bufinefs he will, this fills a Country with
<« People: And, accordingly, no other known

“." Country! in the World, of the fame Ex-.

" tent

< tent with Holland, holds any Proportion
« with it, in Numbers of People, which is
< the great Foundation of Trade, and the
<« beft Account that can be given of theirs.”
Such a Toleration, and general A& of
Naturalization,wou’d certainly be a Means of
greatly increafing this Nation, in Power and
Riches, by multiplying its Commerce, And
the greateft Men in all Ages have allow’d
that People are the only real Strength and
Riches of any Kingdom whatever. We fee
how weak and impotent even Spaiz is, with
its Mines of Gold and Silver, and with the
beft Ports and Soil in the World, for want of
Inhabitants. | | S T
~ Tam fenfible, fome weak ignorant People
and particularly the zealous Bigots, wou’d raife
fore Objeltions to ghis unlimited Admiflion
of Forcigners. They might pretend, that
thefe Strangers wou’d underwork and under-
fell us, and probably in Time become
ftrong enough to mafter the old Inhabijtants.
But the grand Obje@ion of all- wou’d be,
that the granting fuch a general A& of Natu-
ralization, and the tolerating all Religions,
wou’d endanger the Being and Conftitution
of our Church, aseftablifh’d by Law. This
was the grand Argument urg’d by Queen

ANN E’s famous Parliament, for the re-

pealing the prefent A& of Naturalization ;
but this. was above thirty Years ago; and
Thanks be to Almighty God, the Principles

of Truth and Liberty are now better and

T,
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more univerfally underftood, and Blindneffs,
Bigotry, and Superftition, with all their
“horiid and gloomy Attendants, are ina Man-
ner fled from our happy Ifle; fothat this
Argument, of the Danger of the Church,
which was then urg’d in fo furious a Manner,
as to difturb the publick Tranquility, wou’d
now be deem’d below the Notice of any
Man, who bears the Character of great or
wife, religious or good. Our Church is efta-
blifh’d by Laws and Oaths, firm and immu-
table ; the King, the Nobility, and Gentry
of the Kingdom, are of the eftablifh’d
Church, and we have all reafonable, nay
- poffible Security, that they will continue and
remain fo; and to pretend, that the Admif-
fion of Foreigners, in this unreftrained Way,
wou’d endanger the Church, proceeds from
narrownefs of Mind, and blind Superftition.
"Thefe Foreigners, foon after their Settlement
here, wou’d look upon themfelves to have in
all Refpes the fame Intereft as the old Inhabi-

tants; and the great Number of Sc@aries | -

wouw’d only give our Clergy a more ample
"Field, for difplaying their Learning and
Piety, and excite them to greater Induflry ;
which wouwd bring more true Glory and
‘Wealth to the Church, than can poffibly
‘accrue to it. by Fines, Imprifonments, or
Penal Laws, | i

Sir William Temple, in his Account of the
‘Religion of the United Provinces, fays,

‘s« It is hardly to be imagin’d, how all the
- ) . c< Vio‘

s

( 61 )
“ Violence and Bitternefs, which accompariy
“ Religion in other Countries, feem to be
¢ appeas’d and foften’d here, by the general
¢ Freedom which all Men enjoy. No Man

) | : 7
«“ here complains of Preflure in his Con-

“ fcience, or of being forced to ‘any public]
“.Pro.feﬁion’ of his Faith, or of i)le}i)ng' 1rfs:f
¢ ftrain’d from his own Manner of Wor-

¢ fhip in his Houfe, or obliged to any other |

{1 ' :
Abroad ; and whoever asks more in Point

-« of Religion, without the indifputed Evi-
¢ dence of a particular Miffion from Hea-
“ ven, may juitly be fufpe@ed, not to afk

“ for God’s Sake, but his own.”

Its true, Siv William Temple offers fome

particular Rea.fons,_f why that Bitternefs and
Violence, which acccmpany Religion in o-

 ther Countries, is quite foftned and appeas’d

In Holland, and why no Difturbance to the
State has ever been occafioned by that gene-
ral Freedom which all Men there enjoy’d ;
for, fays he, < Here all the Rights and Ju:
 rifdiction of the Clergy, or Hierarchy
“ are fupprefs'd; there is no Ecclgﬁq/iim’l

- Authority left, to rife up and trouble, or
“ to fetter the Civil Power, All the Gc’)bdé
j‘ and Pofleffions of the Church are wholly
‘f 1n the Hands of the State ; which makes
‘: a great Increafe of the publick Revenue -
“a Thing the moft neceffary for the Sup-
“ port of the Government. The Order of the
‘ Clergy makes no Part of the States of

Holland, nor have they any Vote in their

“ Affem-

€¢

F G,

e AT o A e T TR S T

o A S

R A T R A L I T ML X TR



- prevail’d in Holland,

( 62 |
«. Affemblies”. Thefe are the principal Rea-.
fons this great Man renders, for that gene-

ral Peace and Tranquility which has ever
in Matters of Reli-

ion. « ;o ,
- Indeed our Ecclefiaftical Conftitution is of

o different Kind ; neither do I urge or foli-
cite any the leaft Alteration in it. Thanks
be to God, we have Numbers of our Clergy:
that are Men of Knowledge, Learning, and
Piety, and who affert no Claim or Preten-
fions but what are perfectly confiftent with
our Laws, and who from their Hearts do
acknowledge our moft -Gracious Sovereign
KINGGEORGE 1 be the only fu-
pream Head of the Church: Thofe of this
Charater wou’d not open their Mouths a-
ainft a further Extenfion of the T oleration
and Naturalization Adts, when it appear’d ‘to
them to be fo highly condu
Strength, and Wealth of the Kingdom.
About feven Years fince, the Clergy of
Bourdeaux in France be

at the great Increa
Jews in that Town, and were often infinua-

¥ing to the People, ¢hat thofe Jews and He--
reticks, unlefs reftrain’d by fome new Laws,
wou'd not only engrofs the largeft Share of
the Trade of that Place, but alfo, that the
Church was thereby in the utmoft Peril. The
People at Bourdeaux, after.
perly heated by thefe Suggeftions, drew upa
long Reprefentation of this

cive to the Power,

gan to grow. uneafy, -
(e of the Proteflants and -

Maitter, and De-
puties

having been pro-- |-

~many Millions of Money, then ufefully

puties were appoirgtef gto )Wait on Card
g]{:aézryxd} it, Befof'e the Depultlies :frxgizn?l
the Car tmc—lxw had Notice of the Affuir, aaé
declar % r..Amelot his very great élﬂlz
of th rh r,rand,v and aflured him he w d
ce them. When the Deputies applie(c)lutg

Mr. Amel I I
Ar. Amelot, defiring to be introduced to his

Eminence, he figni
: » he fignified to- the '
Cardinal was highly difpleas’d thltll,l tl?e];tlgse

finefs ; and had dire@ed ‘him to tell the
them;,

| ?::;tr ;gigxsagludgment he was o far from en-
couragir %CWZ 1_Jezlv Impofitions or Reftraints
R th‘ :mh Prgtcﬁants; then in the
o 'V’Vigha he rather wifh’d they were
thereb‘;? greatérm&re and larger Privileges, that
shereby g Lfmbers of both migl;‘“ b
eave other Countries, and f::td:

n i 1
France with their Families and Effe@s,

Mr. Amelot deba

T, bated the Matter - ,

T : : : a fi

g;;l:le V’Eth the E/)eputlés, and afTure.g ﬂflomme.

ot valt Numbrs of the Jews theneix;
’ ‘

F (27208 h [ 1

. 1 P I' . [} I ] . ‘
‘ l' n

- and Properties thou’d be perfectly fecure, and - |
b

that, confequentl |

" nfequently, .an attack on them ’

T {e);i;;owx’ KMH.S Breagh of national {'*‘ait‘;xvzlilg '

Jlc A,an Ar. dmg;at further obferv’d, that

e 'y new Rettraint be laid upcn,th‘ '

ey wou’d inftantly be all alarm’d z:)nd’
,

lovid in- T - , -
Ploy’d .in" T'rade, wou’d be inftantly c:i[;’}d'

both

T T T A T e
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both Jews and Proteftants be all preparing
to follow, to the very great Detriment of the
French Nation,  He farther remark’d, that
by the late Indulgence of the Jewsand Pro-
teftants, the Kingdom of France bad reap’d
unfpeakable Advantages, by a vaft Increafe
of Inhabitants, and confequently of Trade
and Wealth. - R

The poor ignorant bigotted Deputies were
amaz’d to hear Mr. Amelot talk in this
Manner, and began to urge very ftrongly the

Danger of the Church, by this Encourage-
ment of the Jews and Hereticks"; at which
Mr. Amelot laughing heartily, defired them
to return Home, and to reft fatisfied, that
the King and the Miniftry wou'd take all
needful Care of the Gallican Church. The
Clergy at Bourdeaux were nota little difgufted

at the Reception their Tools miet with at

Paris, and never afterwards fpoke of the Car-
dinal or Mr. Amelot, without a fenfible Dif-

guft, and wou’d often_infinuate, they were a .
Sort of Hugonots or’ Presbyterians, not found

for the Church.:This Story I know to be irue,
and I only mention it here, that the Reader

may fee the Opinion of two very great Men

on this Head. .
In all Countries People die every Day, but
this Lofs is again repair’d by the fucceeding

Generation. ‘The landed Intereft is infenfi~

ble of any Lofs, while as one goes off ano-

ther fucceeds in his Room, and pays as

~ much yearly Rent for his Lodging and Con-

fumption; -

r»*:h_,e‘reunto, excepting a few, who are under

(65)
fumption; but when a Nation comes -to
loofe a great Number of People at once,
by Peftilence or War, this Lofs can’t pre-
fently be recover'd, otherways than by an
Invitation of Foreigners to come and fettle

*in the Room of  the deceafed : Which ean

only be effeCted by a_general Naturalization
- and Liberty of Confcience. And with re-
gard to England no Time can be more pro-
per or fealonablt than the prefent; efpe-
cially confidering the great Numbers of
Men loft in the #¢ft-Indses, in our late un-

. fortunate Expedition at Carthagena, under

Vernon and Wentworth; the many Men loft
in Sea Fights, on board our Men of War,
Privateers, and Mcrchan’téShips ; and the
much greater Numbers that have died in
French and Spanifb Prifons, or at the Battles -

| of Detingen, Fontenoy, &c. However tri-

fling each of thefe Numbers may appear,

in Comparifon of a Nation, yet when taken

all together, they will prove a very confi-
derable Diminution of the Inhabitants of
this Kingdom within thefe few Years. This
Lofs wou'd in all Probability be repair’d
ma very fhort Time, by the Toleration
and general Naturalization here propofed;
and _ thereby fuch manifeft Advantages
wou'd accrue to us, in%Trade Riches and
Strength, the good Effe@s thereof would
be fo quickly vifible, fo fenfibly expe-
rienced, as muft certainly  reconcile all

K © the
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the ‘Dominion of Party-Zeal, and whofe
Principles are built on a narrow Founda-

tion: Such as never did, -nor ever will, un-

derftand the real Intereft of their Country.

 Sir William Petry computes, that we are
about feven Millions of People, and that,
take us all together, from the Prince on the
Throne to the Beggar in the Street, we pay

the Lands and Manufactures feven Pounds
per Anmum, per Head, for Food, Apparel,

and Lodging. Its alfo allowed on all Hands,
that Great Britain cou’d feed and maintain

full one Third more of Inhabitants than it -

has ever yet done. Let us fuppofe, that by
the Toleration and general Naturalization
here propos’d, we fhou’d increafe ina few
Years but one-Million of People, this addi-
tional Number only wou’d pay the Manu-
factares and Land of England an additional
Income of at leaft Seven Millions of Mo-
ney, per Auwnum. Nay, were the Increafe
‘but half a Million, the additional Payment
‘to the Lands and Manufacturers, ~wou’d
amount to-three Millions and a half, per

- Anuum. Befides, as the Number of our

Inhabitants wou’d go on increafing, fo, in
like Proportion, the Value of Lands and
Rents in England wou’d go on advancing.
Dces not all Lands let better in or-near a

populous Town or City thau at a Diftance

from it.  In-all Countries where there are
few Inhabitants to ailarge Tract of Land,
pathing is to be feen but Sloth and Poverty ;

- - .but

H
i
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but when great Numbers come to be cof«
fin'd to a narrow Compafs of Ground, ne-
ceflity forces them upon Invention, Fruga-
lity, and Induftryf; which, in a Nation, are
always attended with Wealth and Power.
"Of all the different Manufadtures in
England, none has been fo confiderably in-
creas’d and improv’d, within the Compafs’

~of twenty Years, as that of Birmingham.

This, as I have been inform’d, is ina great

Meafure owing to their having had two or

three leading Men, that have been Perfons
of good Senfe and Difcernment, and who
were always for permitting’ Strangers, from
any Part of England, or Foreigners, from

any Part of the World, to come and fetile”

amongft them, without the leaft Molefta-
tion or Reftraint. By this wife Indulgence,
great Numberssof People, from different
Parts of the Kingdom, and even from
Holland and France, were induced to fettle
there. . Thefe Swrangers and Foreigners
brought with them many new Arts and Im-
provements, by Means whereof 'this Town
Sarrivd to a great Height of Wealth and
Splendor, and its ManufaGure is become
one of the moft confiderable in Englend. I
h::lve often refle€ted with Grief and Aftc=
nlﬂm}ent, on that monitrous Ignorance and
StL}pldify that narrow mean and felfith
Splrlt-'that even vzt prevail in many Cor-
porations ‘in  Exngland, No f{ooner is a
Stranger come amongft them, but thejr

Kz Parith
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Parifh Officers are dire@ed to plague and

hunt him daily, and never Icvt him 'reﬁ,; ti.l_l
they have driven him away; ‘even tho’ it

appear that he had brought with him fome

new Arts and ManufaQures, or is capable

~ of confiderably improving thofe already

eftablifi’d, whereby the Wealth of that
Country or Place might be very. much in-

creafed. . |
Its rediculous to imagine, that any Town

| ‘or City can be too populous. Befides, it

‘be confider’d, that in all King-
gg?r]l:tarfg Nations, the .Pricc of I:abour will
always be more or lefs in Proportion to the
Number of Labourers. One Rcafon why
the French have made that amazing Pro-

- grefs in their Trade and Navigation, for

is fifty Years pafs’d, has been . the
glllseaf;nzfs of Labour among.them. In
England, the Price of Labour can never be
reduced, without increafing the Number of
Laicggrggs.bm for 'a Moment confider tl}e
Advantages other Nations have. over us in
this Point, with regard to Navigation only.
And really it deferves the utmoft Attention.
"The Merchant at London is now obliged to
give fifty five Shillings or three Pounds pe;_
Month to a common Sailor, at Briflol,

" Exeter, and other Ports, they pay forty five

or fifty Shillings per Month at the fame

Time the Merchant in Holland pays his
Sajlors but from twenty to twenty five it;gl;

(69)
fings per Month : A mighty Difference cer-
tainly, and fuch a Difference, as muft un-

- avoidably produce an Increafe of their Na-

vigation, and a Diminution of ours. I
could mention alfo fome of our particular
Fabricks, Wwherein the Price of Labour
might be reduced, - without any real Injury
to the Labourer, or his Family, who, by
fuch a Reduction, wou’d be only neceflita=~
ted to a Life of more Sobriety, ” F rugality,
and Induftry, and in which he wou’d enjoy
more Health and Eafe, and his F amily more
Pleafure and Satisfacion. :

Thefe great and important Points are
only to be obtain’d by the Toleration and
general  Naturalization  here - propofed ;
whereby the Yew, the Pagan, the Mazbo-
metan, the Chinefe, Perfian, and People
from all Corners of the World, may be in-
vited and permitted t6 come hither; with
their Families and Effe@s, o fettle in any
of our trading Towns and Cities, to buy
Land, and to purfue whatever Employ-
ments they pleafe, under the Prote@ion of
the Laws, intitled to all the Privileges of

~ Commerce, and in all Refpects relating to

Trade on the fame footing with the old In-
habitants. . |

- The next Things I have to offer to your
Lordihips Coniideration, in order to encou-
rage and promote the Trade of this King-
dom, are our Specie, or Coin, and the In-

tereft of Money: Two Things of great

Impor-
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- Importance to the Publick, and of fuch

Confequence to our Traffic, that they cught
to be examin’d with the utmoft Attention.
I don’t pretend to treat thofe weighty Sub-
je@&s with that Exanefs and Accuracy
they deferve, that muft be the work of an
abler Pen : However, what I here fuggeft
will I hope be intelligible, and -not altoge-
ther unferviceable, if properly regardea.
Every one knows, that Mines alone fut-
nith Gold and Silver; but it has been al-
ways obferved, that thofe Countries that
are beft ftored with Silver and Gold Mines,
are generally Poor; the digging and re-
fining thofe Metals, employing and deftroy-
ing a prodigious Number of their People.
In China they have Gold and Silver Mines,

" but the Wifdom and Policy of the State

‘abfolutely forbid them tobe wrought. In-
deed, when Things come to be rightly con-
fiderd and underftood, Gold and Silver,
drawn out of the Mines, don’t equally en-

‘rich with what is gotten by Trade.

In Countries where Trade is daily im-
proving by the Art and Induftry of. the
People, and where it is properly encouraged
" and fupported by the Legiflature, it affords

mriore real Wealth to a Country, than even

the Poffeflion of Mines of Gold and Silver.
Thofe Nations that have the Means of
bringing in Gold and Silver, for the Com-
‘modities they carry out, are unqueftionably

“upon a better footing, than thofe that con-

tain

C7r)

tain the Mines from whence t

are extracted ; for the (@antitl;()ff)f I\t/I}f;ZIxS
dug out of the Mine; will not bear ap

Proportion with what may be made tZ
arife from the Labour of an induftrious

frugal, trading Nation. For tho’ in fuch a
one the Stock of Silver and Gold be at firft
very {mall, yet ftill rolling on in Trade

it receives a perpetual Addition; and this
both the greater and fpeedier, the better

Trade is underftood, and the more it is

; ieg:‘e&cd and cherithed by th‘ofe, in Autho-
- In Countries- where there are Mine
People are, generally lazy and ;\;{;?CS,tﬁse
entirely rely on that Store, which ‘in’reality
they dig for others, that s, the Indwﬁri{ |
ous, and become Beggars themfelves, not-
witaftanding their’s is the firft Prope,rt of
all the Gold and Silver that enriches j;hd
ad?\r/lns the reft of Mankind, o
onfieur Huet (afore quoted) in his Sur-
vey of the D?ztr:(b Tra?ic,' pa;f:né]'lsi%;;'
: I thall only give one Initance more, to
* prove that nothing but Commerce ‘can
N enrich a Kingdom.  Let us for this turi
. our Eyes to Spain, and it is certain no
People in thé World have fo little Gold
and Silver as the Spaniards, tho' thefe
“ two Metals grow in fuch prodigious
* Quantities in  their Dominions: Other

S 11 L ) .
WN?*UQDS, notwithftanding, are far better
* provided therewith, on Account of the

¥ great
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% great Vent their Commodities and Pro-
“ du@s have in Spaiz, and its dependent
¢ Territories, which "have occafion for
¢ them; and, in fhort, that great Monar-
¢ chy has fallen into Decay, purely through
‘ jts negle&t of Commerce, and not efta-
¢ blithing fuflicieat Manufattures in Do-
¢ minions  of {o large Extent. It has begn
. the Negligence of the Spaniards in thefe
¢ Refpects, which has been one of the
¢ principal Springs of the Riches of
¢ France,” | | |

- In England,l Scctland, or Ireland, we .

have no Mines of Gold or Silver, énd no
other Kingdoms or Nations, that have, will
give us the Produce thereof for nothing.
Trade and Commerce are the only Ways
left to us for obtaining Riches, and it is
alfo by Commerce alone that thefe can be
retain’d or increas’d. Let us fuppofe the

Gold, Silver, and all the current Coin, now

in the Kingdorm, to amount to a certain
Sum, fay two Millions, and that we export
annually to the Value of eleven hundred
thoufand, Pounds, of our Woollen Manu-
fa@ures, Tin, Corp, Lead, Fith, Iron

Ware, &e. and that at the fame Time our

Imports amount to buta Million ; in this
Cafe our National Stock increafes one hun-
dred thoufand Pounds a Year, and, confe-

aently, in the Space of twenty Years i
doubled. It will be ridiculous to fay, this
Balance is paid us in Bills of Exchange,

feeing

(73 )

{ecing this cannot be, unlefs you fuppofe

that Scrips of Paper can have a |

Jntrinfick Valae ;P nothing will pa)rze?})eal;]tg
but Money, or Money’s Worth ; all that a
Bill of Exchange can “do, is only to direct,
where, when, and by whom, Money is t(;

. 'be paid; if Idraw.a Bill on Hamburgh or

Amfterdam, let it be fhifted from one Hand

to another as it will, yer, at laft if we
trace it to the End, we thall find it muft by

paid, either in Money, or Goods carried
from hence; Credit is not Money, but only

a temporary Expedient to fupply an imme-
diate Want, and the Lender advances his

Money, from an Expecation, or Affurance, .

of being repaid when he demandsit. Let
us fuppofe again on the other Hand, that
our National Stock of Gold, Silver, and
current Coin, be exactly two Million;, and
that we ’a_nnually import, of confumable
Commodities, to the Amount of eleven
hundred thoufand Pounds, but thar we
export, of our own, only one Million: in
that Cafe, a hundred thoufand Pounds a
Year wou’d conftantly go out of the King-

~dom in Specie, which, in ten Years Time,

. ] j X

(\)vouhd amoun{t to one half the current Coin,
n the Suppofition of that being Viil-

lions, “* -fg two Mil-,
 Let the current Coin i '

oin of

whac te negrrent € of the Kingdom be

mhat it il, if the \Balance-of Trade goes
onftantly againft us, in the abovefaid Ratio,

.‘weiﬂlal’}, n'a certain Number of Years, be

L ' drain’d
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draind of ie ; and whe
drain’d of one half of our Specie ; an ,
| thzlt happens to be the Cafe, we muft be

ruin’d, or reduced to fuch a Degree of
Meannefs and Poverty, as cannot be _fgrem
feen with any Patience ; Whatcver. we im-
.'po'rtfﬁ'om ‘Abroad, muft be  paid for in
Goods, or Specie, and whatever S(;methe
Tmports may amount te, over and above

* the Exports, mufl-be made goddin Specie

qnf); Kingdom, or Nation, grows rich or

~poory juit as a private Gentleman, a Trader,

or a Farmer ; a Farm and a Kingdom dif-
fer no otherwife then as greateri or lefs.

- Let us fuppofe the Ifland of Guernfey to be

independent of England, and a little:Com-
‘manity or Government of itfelf; let us

further {fuppofe thic licle Hland to be un~

der 4 wife and prudent Adminiftration, the
{ohabicants of it a fober, frugal, induftrious

People, and the Gold, Silver, and current

Coin of it to .be exa@ly forty thoufand
Pounds, that Land fells at twenty Years
Value, and the common Intereft of Money
is five per Cent. that this Ifland. annually
exports to FEngland, and Holland, in Cattle,
Corn, Lead, Tin, Fifh, and other Com-
modities, arifing within the fame, to the
Value of twenty thoufand Pounds; and at
" the fame Time imports from thofe Coun-
tries, in Linnen, Silks, Fruit, Wine, Spices,
Sugar,. &¢. to the Value of fifteen "choy_ufand
Pounds : In this Cafe, the Ifland annually

~ draws
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draws ~ from Engl:zhd and Holland five

thoufand Pounds in Specie ; it takes from.
thofe Countries in Commodities fifteen

thoufand Pounds a Year, but in fpight of

all they can do to avoid it, will draw from .

them annually,” to balance, five thoufand
Pounds clear, of their Specie. England and

Holland muft pay the twenty thoufand
Pound in Money or Commodities, and
what they pay fhort in Goods, muft be
made up in Coin. Nothing will pay the
Debts of a Nation, any more than of ‘o

private Man, but Money, ' or Monies-
worth ; the talking of Bills of Exchange, -

or Credit, only puzzles the Cafe, and a-
mounts to nothing art lafl. Credit is nothing

~ ¢elfe but the Aflurance of Money ata certain

Time. No private’ Family, or Kingdom,
can be fupply’d with the Neceflaries or
Conveniences of Life, longer than they have
Money, or Monies-worth, to pay. If they
don’t pay ready Money,yet the Money muft
fhortly follow, otherwife the Supply is at
once cut off. | T
In this Situation, the National Stock of
Gold and Silver, in my litcle Ifland, .in-
creafes five thoufand Pounds a Year, and in
cight Years Time bécomes quité double,

being augmented fronj forty to cighty thou-

{fand Pounds. | R
- What now may we imagine the State

~of fuch an Iland "has been, and is, confe-

guent to fuch Occonomy?. “Why, that the
. - Lz ~ anpual

I
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annual Increafe of Money has proportiona=
bly advanced the Price of the Land. Ifa

Tenement or Farm is to be fold, a Num-

ber of Bidders appear at once; the Land
now fells currently at forty Years Value;
the Increafe of Money having been fo great,

by this Balance of Trade, that very few

People find themfelves under any Neceflity
of felling their Lands, and great Numbers
want to Purchafe; Intereft of Money is
naturally low, to the vaft Emolument of

the Publick; by Reafon of the Plenty of -

Cath, in the Hands of many of the People,
it is fallen from five to two and a half per
Cent. This lownefs of Intereft, and eafinefs
of obtaining Money, gives Birth to feveral

“new Manufaures, by the Exportation of

which much Wealth is brought in, as by

the daily Labour of the Manufadurers, it

is continually circulated, to the enriching
the whole Community. Befides, the low-

" nefs of Intereft invites many Gentlemen and

Farmers to borrow great Sums, and to lay
them out in the improving of their Lands;

by which Means the natural Produéts of

them are confiderably multiplied, and the
National Stock for trading greatly en-
larged, L -

‘can’t omit taking. Notice, that in Holland
there is not, nor ever was, any Law 0

limit the Rate of Intereft ; and. the prefent

Lowiefs thereof in that Country is not the
| Effect

As I am on the Article of Intereft, I
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Effect of a Law, or the politick ‘Coht}i-» |

vance of the Government, to promote

Trade, but it is the meer Effec of the

Plenty of Money brought in there, by the
great Balance of Trade. Silver and Gold
are in this Refpect like other Commodities
and will always bear a Price in’ Pmportiox;

to the Plenty or Scarcity of either. When-~

ever any Government borrows Money, i
fhould be particularly careful to obta%’r,l iit:
at as low a Rate as is poffible, becaufe the
Intereft between private Men will in fome
Meafure be regulated by that of the State.
Jobn De Witt, when he was at the Head
of the Dutch Affairs, was thoughtto do a
very acceptable Service to the Common-

- wealth, by reducing the Price of Intereft

one per Cent. He wrote to all the Creditors

of the Republick, that unlefs they wou'd

confent to that Abatement of the Intereft
of their feveral Debts, they thou’d be all
paid off, on a certain Day, when Moncy
woufi be provided for that Purpofe. Not
one in fifty of the Creditorscame to be
‘paid off; and thofe that did, reeurn’d their
Money again at the Intereft propofed. A
Government may amufe itfelf with Schemes
of raifing Money,thisor the other Way, and-
magine this or that to be beft ; but all Go-

vernments will be obliged to pay an Intereft

for whateveris advanced, in Proportion to

‘the Plenty or Scarcity of Money in their

refpe@ive Dominions.

But-
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 But let us return to our little Ifland, and
caft our Eyes around,amongft all Ranks and
Degrees of Men, ‘and nothing will appear,
but Edfe Plenty and Chearfulne(s; the
Prince, the Nobleman, the Gentleman, the
Merchant, the Manufacurer, the Farmer,

‘and the Labourer, all, in their feveral Sta-

tions, live and epjoy as much Plenty and
Felicity as can be imagined ; no Complaints
or Murmurings to be heard, but all as
happy, as is confiftent with the State and
Circumftances of Men upon Earth; and all
this, the natural Confequenceof their Vie-
tue, Sobriety, and a well regulated Trade:
And what is more, their Honour, Wealth,
and Reputation, ftill increafing,by the annual
Balance of Trade,enables them to go on pro-
portionally enlarging that Commerce,which,

~ in its turn, perpetually adds to the publi_ck

Grandeur and Felicity. Methinks, I now
fee the Prince, or Ruler, contemplating the
State and Condition of his lictle happy

- Ifland, with'thac-uncXpre{ﬁblc Delight, of‘

which only generous and benevolent Minds
are confcious. Methinks I hear him cry out
with our late illuftrious Bard, |

¢¢ Remember Man | -the univerfal Canfe

€< _4gts not by Partial but by general Laws,

< And makes,what. Happinefs we juftly call,

< Subfift, not in the good of ome but all..
L ‘Porzs’s Effay on Man,

Al

L\
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~ All Governments:are in their Nature fig-
table, as they depend on the various Hu-
mours and Paflions of Men »Therefore, let .

us now fuppofe a new Scene of Affairs. The

Prince or Ruler of this Ifland, his prudent
Miniftry, together with the whole Body of
the People, are no more; the: fucceeding
Generation have greatly departed from the
»foe' Maxims of their Forefathers; alt
Ranks and Degrees upon the IHland, from
the higheft to the loweft, are fallen into a
moft extravagant Way of Life," their Drefs
Furniture, . Equipage, ' Attendants, Enter-
tamments, and Diverfions, being all excef-
fively luxurious and expenfive, to fuch a

Height, that the Drefs and Appearance even
~of a Journeyman or Chambermaid  exceeds
 thofe of the Quality in preceeding Ages ;

nothing ip the Ifland is now treated with
greater Ridicule, and more open Contempt,

than the fober Deportment of their An.

ceftors, the regular Methods of living, pra-
tifed by Fheir ‘Fo‘rcfathers ; the co%ng}im
?onverfauon in private Familjes, efpecially
in the Metropolis of the Ifland, runs chiefiy

~ on.Plays, Mufick, Gardens, Balls, Routs,

Aflemblies Operas, Maf 1des, &
mblics, ) querades, &c. the
Nobx_hty and Gentry fet the Example o%

this Sort of Life, which was foon followed

by the inferior Ranks of the People ;.
yea, the very loweft Clafs of the Inhaby.

| ;ant’s hav_e_ their particular Times of Diver.
~fons 5 o that nothing s to be feen but 5

COon=
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continued round of Idlenefs, Gaiety, and

Voluptuoufncfs.- ‘What are we now to ex-

pect from this inverted State of Things?
Why,that by thefe Diverfions the Populace

is enervated, rendered impatient of Labour,
extravagant,” and of  Courfe poor; that

Trade is obftrudted by their Idlenefs, and

Taxes increas’d; that the Grandees and
Gentlemen have their Thoughts and Time
fo engaged by thefe effeminating Paftimes,

that they have no Concern, either for the

Community or for their own Pofterity
and Families ; the Morals of the whole So-
ciety are thus vitiated; the Merchantand
Dealer no lefs than the reft are infeted, the
Counting-Houle and Shop are difregarded ;
Wickednefs, Infidelity; a Contempt of God

and Religious Inftitutions every where pre--
“vail; Poverty rofhes in as an armed Man;

Virtue is no more ; Courage gives Place to
Cowardice; and our once happy Ifland falls

an eafy Prey to fome pow¢rful infolent In~

vader. - SRR R :
Solomon was certainly in the Right, when
he faid that Righteoufnefs and Virtue alone

exalt 'a Nation, and that Sin, or in-other

Words, Idlenefs, Vice, and Luxury, will
certainly terminate in the Shame and Re-
proach - of any People.. Profane Hi-
ftory abnndantly confirms the fame, and

evinces, that no Degree of Wealth or Trade:
has ever been fufficient to fupport a Nation, -
where Luxury and Vice have become

o o general 3

| (38r).
general ; ‘but, on the contrary, the greateft
Empires, in different Ages, have funk under

~thetn.  And here, my Lotds, I follicit your

Kzr‘ti-cular Attention, while we trace this
atter 1 all its Confequences, and' fée what

Effe@ they had upon our little Ifland and

all its Concerns, T
Iis true, the Exports contini’d the fame
as formetly, viz. twenty thoufand Pounds

a Year ; but the Luxiiry and Extravagance

of - the " Péople "odcafioned 4 much  greater

Demand for “Wine,  Fruit, Spice, Sugar, -

Silks, «Late, anid other confumable Commo-
dities, that friuft come from Abroad. This
made a vaft Alteration in their Iiports from

England and Holland, which formerly an -

miotifited to only fifteen thoufand Pounds,

but néw were rifen’ to eighteen thoufand.
yeatly ;- befides whichy, ~the Nobility and.
Gentry of the 1fland were fo far’infatuated,

that to fatisfy their ridiculous Vanity, they

reinitted two thoufand Pounds annually to

France. And what render’d this Conduét-
the more foolith and unaccountable was, a
cettain Knowledge, that the French wou’d
take off none of their Commodities which

they could be without, would cafe them of
nothing but their Gold and Silver ; and, alfo;
that they had mdny Times endeavour’d, by -
Violence 4and Treachery, to conquer and ©

enflave this their little happy Country,
So that now the State of our Ifland was

upon 2 Patr, the Exports and Tmportsjuft

SRV T VDRN N O RS SIS KT S
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- balancing. . But Things did not remain long
in this Situation. As Vice and Extravagance

continu’d “increafing amongft all Degrees of

People, their Manufadtures began to decline,
their 'Lands were not cultivated with that
Husbandry and Induftry as formerly, that
now their Exports daily diminifld, fo
2s_quickly.-to be reduced to eighteen thou-
fand Pounds a Year; their Imports as foon
mounted to twenty thoufand Pounds a Year,
and went on increafing. When the Affairs
of this litile Ifland were in.fuch a difadvan-
tageous Pofture, the People took it in their
Heads to be exceeding bufy with the Af-
fairs of their Neighbours, and prepofteroufly
fond of intruding themfelves into the Pre-

tenfions: and Quarrels of the ‘contending,
~ Powers an the Continent 3 hotw_ithﬁanding.
- they themfelies were furrounded with  the
Sea, and. cowd not extend their F rontiers,,
and ‘it was manifeftly againft their Intereft to
acquire any new Pofleflions, but fuch as
might ferve to increafe or fecure their Com-
merce, -and might be defended by their own
Navy. However, a great Part of the People
of this lland were wild enough to think it
good Policy to fecure and defend, at a pro-
- digious Expence of Blood and ‘Treafure, all
the Frontier and Barrier Towns of their
good Allies the. Durch; and two hundred
- Men, were fent thither for that very Pur-

pofe ; the -Subfiftance of which Corps fiood
the Ifland in fifteen hundred Pounds a Year, .
o S befides

~thus,

'Inipol'ted from England and

Exported from Guernféy, in

(83)

‘befides five hundred Pounds a Year more,

paid to other Princes, for the hired Troops..
So that now . the State of our Ifland flood

Holland, in Goods and

Merchandizes, to the A- 1 s
mount of , - 18000 ‘o
Imported from France, in .
‘Wine only, | 2000 0 0O
Subfiftance Money remitted
- Monthly for the two hun-
dred Men in Flanders, for
one Year, R 1500 © o
Remitted alfo for the hire S ,
Troops, .. o 500 o0

22000 00

-~ Goods and. Merchandizes,
_ for one Year,

Deficiency 4000 © o -

Four thoufand Poundsa Year, in Money,
muft go out of the Ifland, therefore, to

make good this Deficiency ; for twenty twe
thoufand Pounds worth of Commodities,

having been imported from England, Ho-

“land, and’ France, as abovefaid, they muft
- be paid for in Money, or Goods ; and gsfthef
Exports of Goods'and Merchandize did not

M 2 : exceed

18000 o0 ©




"~ exceed eighteen thoufand Pounds, o four
- thoufand Pounds, of the National Stock of
- Specie, mutlt every Year be remitted to make

it up.
Let us go on fuppoﬁng Things continued
in this Situation for ten Years, the Balance of

‘Trade always againft the Ifland, as above,
- Tts true, there were fome Men that were
~for regulating thefe Matters; openly alledg-

ing, and ftrenuoully urging, their utter Ina-

~ bility to affift the Du#ch in this Manner, and
‘more efpecially, confidering the plefent
Luxury and Extravagance of the People, and

that the Balance of Trade was greatly againft
them ; and further, that the Dutch wou’d

‘not move one Step themfelves towards their

own Security, but continued in a State of

~ Eafe and Quiet, every Day extending their

own Commerce, to a Degree beyond Con-
ception, ufing all poffible Methods to confine
the whole Trade of Euxope within  the

Limits of their own little Circle.

It was not only the fifteen hundred Pounds
a Year, that was remitted to maintain the

“two hundred Auxiliaries granted the Duzch,
- that our Ifland fuffered by in its Wealth, but

by the Want of their Labour; it appearing,

- upon Enquiry, that one-hundred and feventy

of thofe Men were taken from the Loom.
The leflening  the Number of - Labourers

increas’d the Rate of Labour, which raifed
the Price of their Manufa&ures, fo. that

others could underfell them at all - foreign
S Markets,
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Markets, Whlch of Courfe leffened the Vent
of theirs, :

But none of thefe Conﬁderatlons could
prevall with thofe, who had the chief Di-

reftion and ,Management of the Ifland, to
promote or come into any Methods for re-

medying thefe manifeft Evils ; they flill op-
pofed every frugal Scheme, alledging, two
thoufand Pounds a Year was but a Trifle,
and below the Regard of the Legtﬂatme
‘Thefe People, 1 would belicve, were equally
honeft with their Opponents, but they went
all along upon a - miftaken Notion, thar the

Wealth of z‘bezr bttle Ifland was mexbazz -
 able.

Things went on in this Manner for ten

'Yearsfucceﬁively ; at the End of which the

National Stock of Wealth was reduced from
eighty to forty thoufand Pounds,and the State

.\ of the Iland was quite alter’d ; Lands that

formerly fold at forty Years Value, now

wou’d not fetch twenty ; the Intereft of Mo~

ney, by the gradual Reduion of the Natio-
nal Stock,  was advanced from two and a
half per Cmt to fix; Numbers of Houfeo,

‘in all the great Towns, were void and  un-
occupied, to the very great Lofs of the

landed Intereft. During the Courfe of this
ten Years, . the Trade of the Ifland was

neither underftood. nor regarded,” nor were
~any Attempts made to reftore or recover it,

whereby alone the Credit and Wealth of the-
Hlmd might bave been preferved ; but, inftead
_ of
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of this, a thoufand Shifts and temporary

Expedients were daily contrived, to raife

Money, as often as the Exigencies of the

Ifland requir’d it; and the few overgrown
monied Men took all Advantages of ~ the
Neceflities of the State, to exact higher Inte-
reft for whatfoever they. lent it. . This, toge-
ther with the conftant Reduéion of ‘the
National Stock, by the great Balance of
T'rade againft them, made the Affairs of the
ifland grow daily worfe and worfe, till at

laft they became {o reduced, that they were

not able to raife Money enough for paying
even the annual Intereft of what they owed:
Whereupon, they were at once neceflitated
to {fink .under the monftrous Load of Debts,
and a general Bankruptcy prevailed through-
out the Ifland, from the Prince to the mean-
eft Peafant. - i SR

Thus I have exhibited to your Lordthips

the Rife and Fall of this little Empire, de- §

fcribing  the particular Methods  whereby
thofe great Events ‘were effeCted. The fame
Caufes will ever produce the fame Effeés,
There 1s no manner of Difference between

the Government of a little Ifland and of a
great one; their Rife or Fall' will be always

effeCted by the fame general and invariable

‘Rules. If the Eftate of a private Gentleman:
‘produces exa&ly “two thoufand Pounds a

Year, clear Money, its an Alternative of the

~utmoft Confequence to that Gentlemarn, whe- o
~ ther he fpends nineteen hundred Pounds per

- Annun,
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- Anrnum,or twenty one hundred per' Anrium 3

If the former, he lives -always in" Eafe and

Plenty ; if the latter, let him change, fhife

and contrive as he will, let his Steward: be
ever fo well tkilled in all the little Arts of
borrowing: and - raifing Money, . Ruin: and
Deftru¢tion muft attend him, - fooner or

- later. . Its the fame with a Kingdom as

with a private Family, they differ-only as
greater or lefs. Nature has beftowed Mines

on feveral  Parts of the World, but rea] Ri-.

ches' are for .the induftrious and fragal.

- Whomfoever elfe they vifit, it is with the

diligent and fober only they ftay. Spending lefs

“than their own Commodities will ‘pay for, is

the only Way. for: Eugland and all other
Nations ‘to grow ‘rich, and, confequently,

great and powerful. Wouw'd our N obility and-

Gentry return to the fober and frugal living

of ‘their Anceftors, and be content.with oug -
native Conveniencies, without: _coveting -
© the coftly Materials. of Pride and Luxury -
from Abroad, this. provident “Way of Life
wou’d ina little Time be brought in Fafhion
again among us; and this alone  wou’d
~contribute to keep and increafe our: Wealth,
and greatly to enrich our Land; but if our:

Nobility -and Gentry will have more Claret,

Spices, Sugar, and other foreign confumable

Wares, and by their Example make it fathi-

, Onablef_or; others to have them alfo, than eur”

Exportation of Commodities will ‘pay for,

our Specie muft unavoidably go out of the |
: " " - Land, .
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Land, to balance the Account, and pay for
the . OVcrplus In Spain it is Death to expott

Moriey, and yet they, who furnifh - all the

World with Gold and Silver, have the leaft
of it amongft themfelves, Trade fetches it
 away from . that - indolent - People, " not-

withftanding - all: their Contrivances to keep
it. It follows Trade, again{t the Rigout of
the Laws, -and their Want of foreign Corm-
modities ntakes it to be eatried away openly.

at ‘Noon-day.. In Englmzd ‘the falling* of

Rentsis the moft certain Sigh of a Decay of
Trade and Wealth, -and: that the National
Treafure annually decreafes
‘therefore, isour Cafe at prefent And T can~

not help being of this* Opinion,” when I
" confider the great Difficulties our Trade has
now “labour’d under for many’ Years; - the

abounding: of - Vice and Luxuiy, together

with the :monftrous Sums .of" Money remit=

ted-abroad for:Subfidies, and for maintaining

* our own and: hired TIOOPS in the late and' |

pxefent Troublés on the- Contment
I would:to:God ‘1 wefe mxi’caken but I

am gteatly afraidy- my Apprehenﬁons are but
oo well” founded, "and*-that the géneral Ba--
lance of Trade now is, and has been for
fome Yem paf’c very much in our ‘Disfa-

vour.
"This is an: xmpmtant Pomt

in the. Kingdom. -
o happen

~which T fear,

and highly
deferves the Confideration’ of the Legiflatare,

and particularly of all the landed Gentlemen - 1
- If this Nation thou’d -
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hqppen to bé ruin’d; either by Male- Admi-

niftration, or by Ncgle& or. want of Know-

ledge: and Judgment-in our Governors, or
fhow'd we gradually - decline, till . we are
brought into a State of genelal BanLruptcy,
merely from thie Load of publick Debt, and
the afinual Balariee of Trade againft us; I
fay, thou’d we hlppen by any of thefe
Means, to be undone, this Ruin will fall firft,
and chiiefly, on the landed Men; /
Merchant, - Trader; and monied Men do
what you will; (a$ M. Lock rightly obfervcs)
will Be f{uig to fink or ftarve laft of all. -

- Thére is no one Point . that more,deferves;
the Attention of the Legiflature, than whe-

“ther the Balarice of Trade be for-or againft -

us. Fwon’t pretend to determine this Point
abfolutely,. but from the beft Judgment I ami
capable of forming, it is vaflly againft us,
What confirms me in this Opinion, Is, as
afore taken Notice of, the prodigious Sums

that have been remitted on the Continent

for thefe feven Years paft, as Subfidies to fo-

reign Princes, and to pay our own and hired

Troops abroad ; the monftrous Quantities of
foréign: confumable Commodities that are
ddily made ufe of, to gratify our prefent

Pride and Luoxury; and alfo the very great
- Difficulties and Diftteffes that have atf:ended .
4 our Trade for fome Txmepa{’t Thefe Rea~

- fons induce me to believe, that our National

Wealth. - has beeri - annually dxmmx(hmo, and
that i 4 very great Dcvree

for the '

N : - S’x__lycr
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Silver and Gold, or Money, is abfolutely
neceflary to the carrying on of Trade; for,
where that fails, Men cannot buy, and Trade
immediately flops. The Sum of Money re-

quifite to Trade is alfo in Proportion to'the

Number of People and the Extent of the
Traffic. Shou’d the annual Balance of Ttade
(now fuppofed to be againft us) be fo confi-
derable, as that, in twenty Years, one half
of the prefent current Specie of the King-
doim be abfolutely expended, fhou’d we not
then be abfolutely undone? Admitting we
were not, we fhou’d certainly be reduced

‘to fuch a Poverty and Diftrefs, as is hardly

to be conceived. - ~ , :
- Thofe who have wrote on the Subject of
éur Coin, or Specie, feem to be very much
divided in their Sentiments -on this great.
Point. Some argue very ftrongly, that Gold,-
Silver, or Bullion, when once brought into
this Kingdom, cught not to be deem’d as an-
“Article of Commerce, or allow’d to be a
Commodity  or Merchandize, and that it
fhou’d never be fuffer’d to go outof the King-
dom, underany Pretence whatfoever. Others,
who are prefum’d to: have a more extenfive
‘Knowledge, pretend, that our Coin fhouw'd
be allow’d to be a mere Commodity, or Mer-
chandize ; and that it thould be fuffer’d to
havea’ free Exportation, without any Reftri-
&ion whatfoever. Both thefe Notions appear
to me to be wrong, and each 'to be attended
with its particular Difficulty ; -andits- };)f
o : - the
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‘the utmoft Confequence, that this Point be.

‘thoroughly underftoed.

In our Trade to Norway, Denmark, and
Sweden, the Balance is greatly égainf’t us;
but then it is for Commodities that are of
real Ufe, and which we can’t be without
Sweden alone (if we mdy believe the inge:
nious Mr. ¥ofbua Ger) draws from us in

- Specie near three hundred thoufand Pounds &

Year; befides the Freight of their Pro-

duct, which we pay them for likewife.

Goods bought with ‘our Specie, and im-
ported, and afterwards re-exported, are a
National Benefit, This I take o be the
Cafe of the Eaff-India Trade. 1 know it
}has'bbe’e‘n\oﬁen infinuated, that this Trade
drains us annually of great Sums of our
Specie, and that, in Time, our National

- Stock will thereby be greatly diminifh’d : But

this is- certainly wrong, if my Information
1s right, that the Goods purchas’d in the

Eaf? Indies, with our Coin, are c,hi_éﬁy‘r,e;

exported to Holland, Germany, and” ti

Strez'gszy, from whence we réc())iier thc(:i N?c]ﬁ
ney again, with a confiderable Addition of
Proﬁtt Now, in thefe Cafes, it is undenia-
bly for the Intereft of the Nation fo allow
Gold and Silver a free Exportation, But it is

certainly as right, that our Coin fhou’d never
- be permitted to go out of the Kingdom, to
- purchafe Commoadities of any Kind whatever
that are confum’d amongft us, as Flanders
- Lace, Wine, Brandy, Spices, and all thofe

2 ' fmug~




~ minifh’'d.

~ but Money will pay the Debts due to 2 Na-
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fmuoggled in upon us by Irance. For we very
well know, the Wifdom of that Nation
won’t permit the Smugglers to purchafe
thofe Things which they fo villainoufly in-

trude upon us, but with our Gold and

Silver. \ . -
This feems to be the real State of the
Controverfy, relating to our Coin: Thatit

{houd have a free Exportation to purchafe -

fuch Commodities as are abfolutely neceflary
or ufeful, and that we can’t do without, and
alfo to purchafe fuch other Con:modities as

"may be re-exported ; becaufe, inthefe Cafes,

we have the Money back again, with a con-
fiderable Addition of Profit. ‘ o
 But after all that has been or can be faid

on the Subject of our Coin, the only pofii-"

ble Way to keep and increafe it, is, carcfully

~ to attend the grand Balance of T'rade, whe- |

ther it be for or againft us; for *tis that alene
whereby our National Stock of Coin,
Wealth, or Treafure, can be increafed or di-

For Example, if we export anpually of
our Commodities to the Value of twenty
‘Millions Sterling, and import only to the
Value of eighteen Millions, .- our National
Stock of Silver and Gold muft unavoidably
increafe two Millions a Year. The People

abroad, at the end of the Year, will owe us

that Money, and as they have. not paid us
in Goods, they’ muft in Money ; as nothing

tion
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tion or a;priva_te Man. On the contrary, if

we import confumable Commodities, to the
amount of twenty Millions a Year, and ex-
port to the Value of only eighteen Millions,

in this Cafe two Millions of our Specie will

every Year go out of the Kingdom, to pa:
this Debt: And it will go, Hgl {pite of p:j};
Laws and Arts that human Wifdom can
contrive 5 as has been the Cafe of the King-
dom of Spain for many Years, B g

And here, certainly, the grand Concern
and Importance of Trade muft appear to all
Men, as fbeing the only poffible Means
thzreby_ our National Stock of Wealth ‘c.an
be increas’d or diminifh’d. This is the ordi-
nary Courfe of Things in all Kingdoms and
Nations 1n the World, where there are no
Mines; but in extraordinary Cafes, when
any Kingdony or Nation thall' undertake to

: ,maintain great A_rm-ics ‘and A,llianc_es abr,oad,

this muft be done by Supplies of Money,
ffcr.x,t out in a conftant regular manner; ané
this beyond all others is the moft expeditious
Way of diminifhing the Wealth of any Na-
tion :. Itsa doing it by Wholefale, as nothaing .
can havc {o great Influence on the Riches or
Poverty of any Kingdom, as thev‘maintéiniﬁg |

. great Armies abroad ; - efpecially for Coun-

| lt'r_ic_s, that have no Mines, and can procure
little or no Geold or Silver; but by Trade

(. enly,

Mz,
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Mr., ofbua Gee and others feem to think,
that taking in all the Trade between En-
gland and the whole Germanick Empire,
‘the two Countries are pretty nearly on a Par,
“and that there is little or no Balance on either
- Side. Admitting this to have been true, in
refpeét of Commerce, yet what immenfe
~ Sums of our Money muft Germany have
 drawn from us, for thefe feven Yeéars paft,
in maintaining our own and hired Troops,
and for Subfidies, &¢. This muft unavoida-
bly make the Balance againf{t us amount to a
. monftrous Sum And what makes the Cafe
© ftill worfe on our Sideis, that of all thofe
vaft Sums remitted into Germany, not one
Shilling in twenty, yea, not one Shilling in
*t‘wenty thoufand, ever comes back 3%'&,1‘”»
Tis fo much of our National Treafure funk,
and for ever loft. | L

The Condu@& and Adminiftration of
the late Earl of Orford was openly cen-
fured, in innumerable Books, Papers, and
Pamphlets, written on- purpofe to expofe

i« Conduc ; and in thefe the Authore fi thatm n | ,
his Conduct; 2 - || tainance, not.a Shilling wou’d ever have re.

never fail’d to redicule and inveigh againft

Spithead Expeditions, pacifick Squadrons, |

and his monftrous Profufion of the publick
Treafure, in fitting out Fleets that never ap-
sear’d to be of any. real Service. This Mi-

nifter doubtlefs knew the naturally ative Spi-

rit of this Nation, that they muft always

be doing fomething; and it was impofiible

for him to difpofe of ‘the publick Money, in
S _ any
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any Manner more advantageous to the Na-
tion. -1t was only a Rotation of Property
from one Man ‘to another; the Kingdom
loft little or nothing by it. In the fitting out
a Fleet of Ships, the Provifion is a very
great Article; the Lands receive the Money

for that inftantly ; the Wages of the Officers’
and Crew, the Expences in building and

repairing the Ships, the Guns, Powder and

‘Ball, Sailcloth, &&¢, yea, the whole Ex-

pence, in a very little Time, reverts all back

3 again. amongft the People; fo that the
Kingdom lofes nothing by it, it being in

reality nothing.more than the taking Mo-

ney .out of .one Pocket and putting = it

into another. - But had this Minifter, during

his long - Adminiftration, taken it in his-

Head, inftead of Spizhead Expeditions, and
pacifick Squadrons, conftantly to have main-
tain’d great Armies, either of our .own or

hired ' Troops, on the Continent, he wou'd

very probably have brought us to Ruin and
Deftruétion ;- fer of all the immenfe Sums,
that muft have been remitted for their Main-

verted to England. o : L
If the prefent Lioad of Debts this Nation

groans under be examin’d with ;Care,' it Wilﬁ
| 2ppear, that great Part of it has been bor-
row’d from Time to Time to remit on the -

Continent,

, ._Whoev_e‘i" |
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W hoever will be at the Pains to examing
into the Condition of this Ifland, with Ims
partiality, muft be fenfible, that the enlarg=
ing our Power by Sea, and the fecuring; pro=
tecting, and encouraging our Trade and Na-=
vigation, is abundantly more for the pub-

lick Intereft, than any Wars or Conqueft on

the Continent ever have been; or ever can be.

‘8oon after the Death of -the late Em< |
perot it became vifible; that the French §

wouw'd be fo perfidious as not to fulfill
the Pragmatick Sanition. Whereupon,
a 'Sort of enthufiaftick] Inclination ran
through the Kingdom, to fend our Monty

' to the Queen of Hungary. Great Sums were

voted by Parliament for that Purpofe. Nay,
the Spirit ran fo high, that even ptivate Gen=
glemen cou’d hardly be reftrain’d from fends
ing their Money to that Princefs. I make
no queftion, but all thefe Zealots both in-

and out of Parliament were fincere; and in
thie Integrity of .their Hearts concluded, that

this Money was for the Supportof the I

Cominon Caufe. o _
- It is with the utmoft Deference and Sub-
miffion, my Lords, I beg Leave, to pre

fume,” that Money, in its Confequences and |

Operations, had a natural Tendency to de-

“feat and fubvert that very Intereft it was
intended to fubferve. By the Comnmon Caufe I

mean, and fuppofe it is generally underftood
to mean, nothing more, then to keep I'ranct
within its proper Limits, and preven@;ﬁg
. 4. . ) . . _IC‘I
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~ her making any unjuft Incroachments on her

Neighbours.

That thofe great Remittances to the
Queen of Hungary were a real Diminution
of our National Wealth, no body will deny.

- Bat ler us purfue our Enquiry further. How

do we know but that this very numerical
Money was {pent in the extravagant Ex-
pences of her Coronation ? - How do we
know it was not {pent in Balls, Mafque-
rades, and other fuch kind of Extravagan-
‘cies. But admitting that every Shilling was
fpent in raifing Men, furnilbing neceffary
Magazines,” and the like, this made the
Matter ftill worfe; for thereby the was the
better enabled to hold out againft Pruffia,

~and all her other Enemies. What England

wanted, was only to reduce France, and

| mainwmin the Queen of Hungary in her
~equitable Claim to the Imperial Diadem ;

but by Means of our Affiftances, fhe was
enabled to hold out a long Time, as I have
faid, againft the King of Pruffic ; to fight
with him feveral great and bloody Bétt?c‘s,
whereby vaft Numbers of her brave Officers
and Soldiers were flain,. and fome of her

beft Troops reduced to great Diflrefs, be-

'ﬁd.es frequent little Bickerings and Sker-
mifhes, in which Numbers of Men were

loft on both Sides. And what was the Con-

fequence of all this? The Germanick Em-
pire was left naked and expos’d ; the French

had Opportunity given them for marching

two
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_ | e dbv two

two great Armies into 1t headed by tw:
‘I\V/Jvar(%als of France, in a triumphant Man-
ner, f{preading Terror and Defolation
thf;xlirh all the interiour Parts gf its they
enter’d the Kingdom of Bobemia,laid Sicge

to that ancient and noble City of Prague,

‘took it, enter’d it W‘it}.l Fire and b-word‘%
and reduced the Inhabitantsto a Degree o

 Mifery that is not to be exprefs'd. * If the
& Ci%élx}; of Hungary had not been thus af-
fifted by Englifb Money, probably her N§-
ceflities wou'd have forced her to comply
‘with the King of Prufia, and then her
~ whole Forces wouwd have been turnd a-
gainft the French, and not have fuffer’d
them to have enter'd Germany in fo. trium-
ohant a Manner. I very well know it was
11fg’d-by many, that without our pecuniary
" Relicf the Queen of Hungary wou’d proba-
bly have fallen a Sacrifice to France; but
chis was abfolutely a Chimera, and of which
iLere was never the leaft real Probability.
The Demands and Views of France and
Pruffia on the Queen of Hungary were of
very different Natures. Pryffia only de-
manded the fingle Province of Silefia, or
pé‘rha-ps a Part of it; whereas nothing

wou’d content the‘Freizcb,le'fs;than ﬁ_nppmg 1
her of her hereditary Dominions, and even |

f that Imperial Crown and Dignity to
?}v'hich fhe w};s born. The Queen of Hun-

gary

o Wd? Siegé of Prague, written at the Hbgzt:, bya
* Brench Engincer in the Year 1743

- abfolute Prince, who fights in Perfon at the
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gary couw’d not but know, that the was at

any Time able to drive the French out of

Germany, whenever fhe had a Mind to
make up the Affair with Pruffia; to which
fhe long teftified an- inflexible Relu@ance;

and the more {0, on Account of his being a

Proteftant. -

~ The Queen vof 'Hzmgc'zry, ‘an'd‘ all the
‘World befides, cou’d not but know, that

the King of Pruffia is 2 young, bold, and

Head of his Troops: Troops that are
victorious and brave, and, as fome report,
the:moft fober and beft difciplin’d in the
World. ~Wou'd not England then have
acted prudently to have kept every Shilling
of their Money at Home, or; at Neaft; cill
an Accommodation was concluded with
Pryffia 2 B o

Had not our grear Remittances to the
Queen of Hungary-a natural Tendency to

prolong the Difference between the Courts
of Berlin and Vienna, whereby thefe two

Powers contributed to weaken each other ?
Had not the Englifb Money given the
Queen of Hungary a natural Tendency to
inflate and maintain that hereditary Haugh-
tinefs, which we ought by all' poffible
Means to have abated ? Wou'd it not have

1 been agreeable with our Honour and ‘Inte-
-reft, to have - infifted abfolutely on the
Queen of Hungary giving immediate Sa-

tisfaCtion to Praffa? Did not'the then Sit
: - 02 . tuation
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cuation of her Affairs make fuch a Procee-

dure abfolurely neceffary? Shou’d not Eip-
rland the more peremptorily have infifted

- ‘on, this Point, becaufe he was a- Proteftant
" Prince, and becaufe he was the moft able to
affift her againit the Encroachments of
France, which was what we chiefly ought

to have regarded ! |
Had thC Queen of Hung(zry enter’d free}y

" and fincerely into fuch an 4 ccominodation,

the Empire had never felt thofe terrible
Slavghters and Devaftations it fuffer’d. |
" Were there then any Treaties fubfifting
between us and the Queen of Hungary,
that oblig’d ue to affift her againft Pru/-
If we fet up as profeffed Arbitrators, to
determine all the Difputes that wiil fre-
‘quently ‘and unavoidably arife between the
different Princes of the Empire, we {hall
have enough upon our Hands; we may lay
afide all Concern about our own Interefts
and Affairs, and be engug’d in an endlefs
Round of fruitlefs Negotiations. o
- *Tis not on one Prince or Power in Ger-
many that BEngland can depend to oppofe
and reftrain the Power of France. No cer-

‘tainly 5 our Intereft moft manifeftly is, 10 {

endeavour, by all poffible Means, to unit

- all the Powers and Princes of the Empire,

that France may at once be attack’d by the
~ combin’d and entire Strength of the Ger—i
-manick Body: A Force, that is in it felf

ﬁJﬁiCiCﬂQ -
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fufficient, without »any Men ’
‘any | or Mo

from England, to drive that rurbulent Crl?eevz
out of_ the ‘W?_rld,or oblige them to live ho-
ne%ly .al}lld quietly inic. -

at the Truth of the Matter was

_ > Aruth e M , th
Qgeen of Hngqry’s_ConfefTor, and othei
Priefts and Jefuits at the Court of Vienna
h.ad fo great an Influence in the then Coun
cils, that, by their Means, it was {o ordered
that the beft veteran “froops were em-

- ployd .ag’vainf’c Pruffia, while the new un-
~ difciplin’d ones were fent againft France
The Priefts at the Court of Vienna ver):

well knew, that every Increafe of Power or
Domlmon to the King of Pryffia, wou'd
be an Acceffion to the Proteftant Intereft in

- the Empire, and thercfore they took all

poffible Opportunities to raife the Paf
and Refentment of the Queen of 'szz‘fgiizin |

‘againft his Pruffian Majefty. At laft, by the
- Fate of War, that brave Prince co,nq):x:rfg

the whole Eleorate of Saxony in li |
L of ttle
than a Fortnight, and t,oo,k)f PofTeﬁ"lor:Og?

- Drefden, "the Capital City, the EleGtor

having - retir’d.  Things being in this Si

tion, the Queen of Hangar?was forccl:f:iu?o ~
fausfy the Demands of Pryfia. And ob-
ferve the Event: She prefently hereupon
fQEJI_ld ‘herfelf in a Condition; not only to
grxvexhe French out of Germany, but to -
;nd fuch effectual Succours to the King;‘of .
._ardzizch,v -as foon alter’d the Face of Affairs
m Ifaly ina furprifing Manner. =
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- the Affiftance I.was capable to afford, 'B.L;‘t
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- Thus I'apprehend it appears, beyond all
poflible Contradiction, that thofe vaft Re-
mitrances to the Queenof Hungary,were not

4

{

only a great Diminution of our National

Wealth, but alfo in their Effects had a ma-
nifeft Tendency to' defeat and fubvert that
common Caufe they were intended to Sup-
port. o

- T prefume it'will appear no lefs trne, upon
Enquiry,that our National Treafure has been

~ greatly diminifh’d, at different Times, by
affifting the Dutch, and particularly in fe-
curing their Frontier-Towns againft the At- -

tacks of France.

Indeed I am not infenfible, that a nume-

rous Party among us bave all along pre-
tended, that we were obliged to thefe ex-
penfive Affiftances, by the ftricteft Laws of

Policy, and that our a@ing thus was requi-

fite to our own Security: For,  fay they,
thou’d France conquer the United Pro-
vinces, it wou'd be fuch a vaft Acceffion of
Power to that Crown, as-wou'd foon ena-

ble her to conquer and enflave all Ewrope, -

and particularly Great Britain. 1beg leave

to offer a few Remarks,to thew the Fallacy of -

this Reafoning, notwithftanding it may be
the generally received Opibion. o

If I knew that a Thief or Robber had |

form’d a Defign to rob and plunder’ my
Neighbour’s Houfe, 1 wou'd immediately
communicate it to him; and: offer him all

i

- refiraining ‘them- abfolutely from -en

if, atthe £z T('IO;)
if, at the fame Time, I faw h d’ not
take one @ngle Step himfelf eto‘jv(:;dds’ 1111?;
own Security, I fhou'd then even fit do'w'. |
content, and conclude, that he was on vo, g
Terms with the Robber, and had rece%voci
{omcgfec’ret Aflurances that he fhou’d ot
~be at'tac‘k d. There are no People u on
Eargn that are more tenacious of their gm‘
perties than the Dutch, or that have i
greater Averfion to Popery, Slaver a's,
arbitrary  Power, together with };’ll tll}lé.
Tricks and Rogueries of the Rdmg'/b
Clergy ; which cannot be mo‘ré%di\qus to
any People then they are t6 thofe of 't'ho'
U,nfted. Provinees, who will whenev‘ee’
their Liberties and Properties are' in rea] ané
imminent . Danger, make as bold and’»
brave a Defence, and fell their Lives and
Fortunes as dear, as any have ever done in
the like Circumftances. This. I fay, t’hu:
will do, when in a2 State of real 'an’gfimnfi} |
gzxgu]é)f??o%eargl of ;:/hitc)h f{hey' themfelves arc;
Jflquelitionably  the beft  Judges. ‘But it
this Time of rea] Danger éob 'ut‘ it
Retorfck in the World, gand aﬁ) flsl,e If/%lentfll;e
axﬂals into the Bargain, will prove fru-i»tlefswT |
he Situation of their Country, the Genj ;-
of themPco’pIc, the Narture éf their (?i"l‘mf
vernment,. their - violent Attachment 5

Tra i
I'rade and Commerce, all thefe: con

cur inr
gaging

in N " .
Anany War whatever, unlefs it be entirely

19 fecure their own Dominions at Home.

oF
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. or to' pfote& d]cir Trade and. NaVIgat';Qﬂ‘

A’b‘:‘?fﬁi‘;ﬁvérl E»nglfaﬂd: has the Misfortune

to be engagd in a War ‘with "two fuch

‘ | 7, muft
Powers as France and Spain, and .m

‘ ~ leets and- Privateers
ﬁ? géytlfrﬁﬁgfg fr}; ihlz‘s Cafe it 1s certainly
o 'du nt to get the Affiftance of the Dufch,
prg ¥ - oblige them to declare for us heartily,
and tg& with us Zotis Viribus. But how is
*al?'cv rand Point to be effeéted ? by Orat.miy?
LtR}l;etgorick ~or Memorials? No ‘gertam{y,
Ho{v then’ ? Isitby our undertakl‘ng {;903;
cure their Frontier-Towns, ata mox;c llvire’
Expence ? Certainly 1n0; for this muft ha

- 4 patural Tendency to fcreen them from

any real Danger ;" and by that only they can

be excited. Why then, the only Method to

"OuZ rce, them to engage, is, dn-
i’?el:fie:)fa?gcuring'their Frontiers, to leave
them all expofed, that {o the .erfécb.. meg
enter their very Dominfons, and zgmhenw
plunder, lay wafte, and deftroy. And w n
fhl'ils is t?hc Cafe, the Dutch W?l m{’caztn i
d 1 brave Defence.
rouze, and make a : D,
it will become the real Intereft
%Zrlljzzzd and Holland n}u?%}ly to ig‘;;t fsg}{i
' . and by their united Force the
?‘thfelr;n?eaﬁ%’y bring the French to fue fcln.‘
lg)eoace and oblige them to remain qq;cty
Withil,l their own Boundagics, ~

o Is

¢
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Je gives me,a'vfecret and noble Pleafure,

when I confider_ in what Manner we have
bore up. againft thofe two. mighty Nations,

~with whom we are now difputing ; and thar,
meerly by our Men of War, and the Bra-
-very of our’ Privateers; we have . diftrefled
them in the moft tender Part, their mer-
cantile Intereft, whereby all
Affairs have fuffered greatly: And at this

Moment, the native Commedities of France

can’t be convey’d from thence to the Weft
Indies (the grand Center of all their Trade
and Wealch) withour paying a monftrous

Freight,befides from thirty te forty per Cent.
Infurance, if without Convoy, - or . from
twenty. to -twenty-five, if wich Convoy:
‘TheReturns from the Weft Indies to France,
muft all be fubje& to the fame - Incum-
brances. o C e e
If we have done fuch mighty Things,
and have brought fo much Diftrefs op our
Enemies, meerly by our own maritime
Force, what cou’d we not have done, had
we been properly aflifted by the whole ma-

- titime Force of the United Provinces ? I can’

help thinking, that we muft have broughe
inevitable Deftru@ion both on France and.
Spain. The Sea-Ports of both thofe King-
doms wow’d then in a Manner have been
block’d up, their Iflands in America mutt
have ftarved for want of Provifions, and a
univerfal Bankruptey have been the F ate of

both Nations ; as their conftant Supplies of
| P M

Money

their other
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E Money from * the e/t Indies wou'd in a

Manner have been totelly cut off In thefe
Circumflances they muft {foon. have com-

ply’d,  and the French Court have ‘been

forced to accept of fuch Terms, as England

‘and her Allies fhov’d think Pt"o{pe’r\'_tgo

. »grant. f ’ '

Thefe ‘are . no Chimeras or romantick

'ConjeGures, but muit have been the natu-
~yal Refult, of fuch a Procedure as 1 have

ed. And what I ground my Judg-
'ﬁ%gfipon is, the Obfer\%ationi have made,
on the late vaft Increafe of the ngtpb_Nayl-
oation, their prodigious Wealth, and, what
erowns all, their immenfe Numbers of

" brave and hardy Sailors. The great Trea-

“. ontinually floating to France: and
:gﬁr:zznc-from they- Weft »I;%dz'es, wou’d have
encourag’d the Dufch Merchants, as well as
the Republick, to have fitted out a multi-
tude of Ships of War, to cruize on-’_the E-
nemys : For it mult be ac}{nowlcdgdé that
no People in the World will undergo more
and greacer Dangers and Faugues than the
Dutch ; cfpecially, when they are like tobe
well paid for it : Witnefs the Whale-Fifhery,
and many otber Things I cow’d mention. |

T hope by this Time the Reader1s fully
fatisfied, that fecuring the Duftch Frontier

 Towns, at an immenfe Expence of thg
Blood and Treafure of this Nation, (and

when they themfelves fhall refufe to engage

in the War as Principals) is not only 'z
. ' o ST great
o Rt

(1979
great and manifeft Diminution of our Na-
“tional Stock of Wealth, ‘but alfo; in its

- Confequerices; muft ‘hdve a natural Ten-

dency 1o defeat that common Caufe it is
intended tOVfuI‘jpof‘t.ﬁ. e v

- 'What I have now "urg’d may pr‘O’ba\bly

be contraty to the: commonly received Opi-
nion, theréfore I offer it with the utmoft
Submiflion, - declaring  my Intentions to be
perfectly upright, -and that I fhall be always
réeady to change my Mind, and to acknow-
ledge it, “whenever better ‘Reafons fhall be
prdp(’)fed." B R e RS
If - Gentlemen wou’d ‘but confider the
ptefent State of the Durch, their prodigious

Increafe in Trade and Wealth, ‘together
- with - other vaft Advantages they reap, by

not- entring into the War as Principals;
I fay, if Gentlemen wou’d but confider this,

it ‘cou’d never enter into the Head of a rea-

fonable Man, ‘once to' imagine, the Dutch
will ‘engage in the War, ‘in that Chara&er;

‘unlefs driven to it by mere Compulfion. The

marine Treatics between England, Holland,
and France, - are of unfpeakable Advantage

‘1o them; and, during the prefent Wir, they
have théreby been énabled, to make a Marker

of England, France; and Spain, * ,

* See, the Ma,r'me._Treaty,-’conduded between

England and’ Holland, at London, the firft of -

December 1647. That concluded between En-
_.glazzd“and Halland, at'the Hague, the feventh of
ke February

‘‘‘‘
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Whoever will be at the P‘zgns to perufe
thofe ‘Treaties carefuily, muft concur in
Opinion with Sir William Temple, that the
Dutch conclude no Treaties, without fome‘,
very peculiar Advantages to themfelves. If
ever we were a- Match for the Dutch in

Tréaty-making, it was in that made with
Oliver. Cromwell. He drew fome particular
Articles of that Treaty himfelf; and, not-
withftanding the ' earneft Remonitrances of
the Dutch Minifters, he wou’d not admit of

* the leaft Alteration. Particularly, they ftrug-

gled againft the twenty-fifth Article; to
which however he oblig’d j.them to agree.
"The. Words of the faid Article are, Itis

« likewife agreed, that the Dutch fhall do

-« Juftice to all thofe ‘concern’d” in the

« Slaughter of the Englifh at Amboyna, if
« a;riyf of them are yet remaining, and ever
« to° be found.” Cromwell pretended, that
hoti&i_thﬁandingthis Slaughter at 4méoym
was above 3o Years paft, yet the Honour of,

the Refpectand Juftice due to, the Englifb

therefore it thou’d ftand. ]
"~ And (how’d Things remain in their pre-

Nation, made fuch an Article neceflary, and

fent Sitvation feven Years longer, we may |§

ive the prefent Generation of ' the
h,ve,._ Fo fee the p Dateh
February 1668, That between England  an
.-Fraﬂée;yCOnclxldEd at " St. Germains, the twenty

fourth of February 1676. And that bé;ween.
" -Holland and Denmark, negotiated at the‘Hague?

the twelfth of February 1647,

- “own Circle.
| “ have been taken up, either in civil or

B {3
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Dutech accomplith, that one grand Defign,

which Sir William Temple fays, their Fore-

fathers had always in View ; namely, to

- reduce all the Trade and Navigation of
Europe within the Limits of their own litcle -

Circle, In his Mifcellanea, publith’d fifty.

Years ago, page 26, that excellent Politi-

cian thus exprefled himfelf : « The State..

“ of Holland, in Point of both Riches and

# Strength, is the moft predigious Growth.

“ that has been feen in the World. The.

“ Condu& of their Minifters, driving on =

“ fteady, and purfuing the publick Intereft,

- the Art, Induftry, and Parfimony of the

- “ People, all confpiring to drive almoft

“all the Trade of the World into their
While their Neighbours
“ foreign Wars, they have grown fo con-

Years they have treated upon an equal
koot with all the great Princes of Eux-

¢¢
€<

19

~out Advantage. And in the laft Wars
“ with us and Munfler, they were able,
“at the fame Time, to bring above a
hundred Men of War to Sea, and main-
““ tain feventy thoufand Men at Land; be-
* fides their Conquefts in the Eg/? Indies,

1

 where they have in a Manner erected
«

‘where,uponQOccafion, they have,equipp’d,
I five and forty Men,of War, and thirty

thou-

“ fiderably in the World, that for many

7ope, and coneluded no Negotiation with-

another fubordinate Commonwealth, and .
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¢ thoufand Land-men, by the moft miodeft
« Computation. = o

“What vir William Temple hete aflerts, is’
abundantly confirm’d by Monfieur FHiet,
who wiote thirty Years after him. He fays,
<« “The Dutch fell every Year three hundred
« thoufarid Tun ‘of Fifhs which, at but
« tvo hundred Floriné pér Tun, brings in

«c every Year feventy-five Millions of Livress

~

¢ of which fifty two Millions turn (as
they fay) to the Country’s Profit, the re-
«maining twenty-three Millions being fuf-

¢ ficient to defray all the Charge of fuch

¢ Fifhery. So that, if one confiders, that.
all the Ships employ’d in this Fifhing are

« built in Holland, and that all the Cor-
*"dage, Sails, Nets, and Barrels, are made
* there, and that they find their own Salg
s« and Provifion for this great Number of
« Fifhermen, one may eafily ‘comprehend,
<« that this Employment maintains incredi-
« ble Numbers of Men and Families, befides
« qll thofe that are eniploy’d to tran{port
« this Fifh to almoft all the Kingdoms and.

~

Lal

-
*

« Countries of the World.  The Manu-

« faCtures in the Uhnited Provinces employ

« as many Peoplé as'the Fithery. Itisin-
¢ credible, how many get their Livelihood

¢« by both, Upon the whole it is certain,
< that in no Kingdom, State, or Country in,
« the World, they are {o numerous and.
« flourithing as in Holland. * o

26, 27,

* Huet’s Memoirs of the Dutch Trade, Page25s

o (111)

~ In fhort, all'who have wrote of the
*Trade and Policy of the United Provinces,
agree with the Authors I have now quoted,
that,§from the very Foundation of their Go-
vernment, it has been their invariable
| }\‘/Iaxxm, e .That, ~whenever their Neigh-
‘ bours are involy’d, either in civil or fo-
reign Wars, it becomes proper for them,
“ ina peculiar Manner, to endeavour the
c extending of their Trade, and to labour,
; by all poffible Methods, for turning' the

Diftrefs and Difficultiés of other Nations

- &¢

<
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“ to their'oWn Advantage.” N
‘And is not this the Cafe at prefent P Is
not that vaft Trade, which is carried on

- from London to Amfterdam,Rotterdam, Bre-

men, and Hamburgh, navigated in Dutch
Bottoms ? Are not Dufch Ships now to be
fccn.'in almoft all the Seaz-Ports in England

‘par‘ucularly London, Briftol, Exon, Fcz!:
{n_om‘.b, &'c 2 And; whenever a Peace comes

it wxl-l be more difficult to drive them ou;:
than is generally apprehended. The Advan-
tages they have gain’d thereby are fo grear,

b

that they won’t eafily be given up..
~ If this Account of t}?e'Polify,“ 'Power,_

, vTrvéde, and Wealth of the United Provin-

cesbe true, as it moft certainly is, what a
furprizing Infatuation muft have befallen
Numbers of People in England, who, of

~late, have taken it in their Heads' to re-

prefent the.Dutch as. weak, foolith, and
pufillanimous, as a People that will do
nmhi’ng

o
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nothing to fecure their Religion, Eftates,

“and Liberties, but difpofed to furrender all

up to the Frénch, at the Wo'rd;of Cqm_
mand, and that, confequently, it becomes

us, in Prudence, to protect their Domini-

ith our Men and Money, notwith-
(f)’ct;gdivr:’é they will not ftrike a Stroke them-
felves, or, which is the fame Thing, will do
n’ot‘hi;lg' in good Earneft ? A moft fallacious

| foning; and founded on a real or aﬁ'g&-
: gﬂvﬁﬁe of the Policy of that State ; no
People under Heaven, having a greater Re-

oard for their Properties, or being more dx.
%?)Is.’d t(:) protect anltji defend them,  when in

truth they,look upon them as in Danger.

. In the Year 166¢, being the firft Year of

‘the Wars between England and Holland,

the latter rais’d forty-two Millions of Gil-

ders, which'is four Millions Sterling to a

¢ Trifle: A vaft Sum indeed, confidering
::il;{i v:;i)at-great Frugality and Parfimony

 theic publick: Money muft be laid out.

~ | ; L. X i
is Money was raifed wuhoglt the lea
g?ﬂl;éulz)y; Zmd much more wou c’i h_avc been
rais’d,had their Neceffities requird it.
"In the Year 1666, they had near feventy

‘thoufand Land-Men in Pay, befides above

a hundred Men of War at Sea, all well
mann’d with brave and hardy Sailors..

o A ¢ and A
On the gth of Fume, 1677, their Admi-"

" ral -23 Ru)(')z‘er,gfail’d directly up the Thames,

drove all the Ships before him as far as the

Hope, ’d have taken, burnt, or
Hope,_ andkwo»ud ken, -~

| (113)
funk them all, "had he not been ftopp’d in
‘bis Career by a fudden Calm. Next Day,
thirteen ftout Englifh Ships were funk in the
River, to prevent his Proceeding any farther
towards London. Wheteiipon De Ruyter
fteered to Sheernefs, took the Caftle,
as alfo a'Man of War lying there to guard it,
and fent the Guns, Powder and Ammunition-
Home to 'Holland. He then fail’d up Cha-
tham River, burnt the Royal Charles, the
Royal Fames, the Royal Oatk, the Royal
London, the Umty, the Mary, and many
othet Ships of War. ' -

 The King being then at Chatham, ftood

on the Shore, faw the Royal Navy”* of
England in Flames, and a foreign Enemy
roaring  from. their ‘Cannon within the
Hearing of  London, ‘making the Citizens of
that Metropolis tremble in their very Houfes,
Bithop Burner fays, « Upon De Ruyter’'s
“ coming up the River Thames, the City
“ was thrown into the utmoft Confterna-
“ tion 5 yet it was obferv'd, the King fupp’d
“ with his Miftrefles that very Night, and
was chearful ; which drew many Libels
“ upon him, and brought him under a ge=

“ neral Contempt.” And when he comes to

- the Bufinefs of Chatham, he fays, < It was

* a terrible Blow, the Lofs was great, “yet
““ the Infamy was much greater. The King -
“ was compar’d to Nero, who fung while

“ Romewas burning,

er T TS L DR e g
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 Saw bis Ships burt,

T
f

| (114)
1 fuppofe the Bifhop refers to fome very fe-
markable Verfes, made at that Time by Sir
Sobn Denbam, on burning the Royal Navy
at Chatham : 1 will tranferibe the four laft
Lines: o : B

. As Nero once, awith Harp in Hand, furvey’d
His burning Rome, und as that burnt be playds
So our great Charles, when the Dutch Fleet arriv’d,

and as they burnt be. fw—v'd.

Its true, at that Time the poor People
of England were in the Hands of the Stuart’s
Family: A Race! who never had the leaft
Regard to the real Glory, Liberty, Religion,
or Trade of this Kingdom. o
All this was perform’d by the Dutch
ﬁngly,-unafﬁ{’(ed by any other Power, and
et according to fome modern Politicians,

* this Nation' muft be reprefented as weak

foolith and pufilanimous. | |
 Sir William Temple fays, That he had
feveral Times hinted 10 th
State in Holland, That their Negle& of
¢heir Marine Force, and the great Reduction
“of their Army, in Time of Peace, was
‘wrong Policy ; and that thereby they wou'd
certainly, one T
and enflav’d by the mighty Power of France.
But Sir William is forced to acknowledge,
' that the Duzch Minifters ‘treated the Sup-
pofition with the utmoft Ridicule, and re-

mark’d, « That an Army, fufficient te con-
- ¢« quer

.me or other, be conquerd

oo ond ((115)
uer and enflave their Commonw

:: could not be rais’d, and enter thec;??)?g?-’
¢ nions Sword in Hand, in a Day ; and that
“,the_ﬁReEublick cou’d, at any Time, in
b Cafe their own Dominions were a&u,all

“ }njfaded,ralfe three Armies,each of fifty o{
‘ ixty thoufand Men; which, when pro-
‘c}]))e:r¥y difpofed of, wou’d fecure all their
¢ Dominions, till fuch Timic as they could

¢ have Relief from Abr
e Re ‘ oad. They farther
¢ remark’d to Sir William, that 3{16 S‘w;/g :

<< Gantons wou’d furnifh them with incredi
11 A N
Lo b}ie Numbers of brave Soldiers, as lorl};de:s'
“ they f:»ould find Money to pay them. And
e ﬂmu d that Affiftance be thought 00 re-
,“ énOtf’ many of the German Princes wou’d
~be always ready to let out the Lives of

e their Subjects to Hire, £ oper E

s -thal e , for a proper Equi-

s “]::alent of Dutch Money. Ang thit in 211?11
xtremity, the Inhabitants of their Com- |

cc :

» r;mnwcalth had fuch an ‘Averfion to
o opery, Slavery, and Arbitrary Power, that
“ evzry Man wou’d th:n become a Soldier

- gg facrifice his private Fortune for the
) thrvmg of the Publick. Befides, they fur-

° Per'o‘ ferved, that it wou’d ever be good
) olicy in' England and the whole Germa-
) Zéﬁ Eihmpxre, cffeCtually to affift and fuc~
« Dange S{l,’ .Whenk in real and 'immincnt

 Thefe were the deliberate S |
| were the erate Sentiments
ghe‘ Dutch Miniftry fifty Years ago fna;clog

Q2 . dare
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~ dare fay, the fame Syftem of Pglicy'.pyeva‘iis
- %It}livlc)?r’a;ce- the Condu&t of thefe P.coplF,
even back to the Origin of thfuii? State, it ;vﬂl
be difficult to difcover any Perlod,;whzn t ;y
were fo much afraid, or fo‘ much unc der. tfe
Diretion of the Frmc/a, as fome‘ wou’ /‘.m i-
1?“?;?-}; 0g, about two Years before the Eno
‘ glz/b M71m{”cry (or at leaft fome of }t}ig' Mé{pl-
fters) had put themfelves under the ' 1‘12 tion
‘of the French King, and be’fore our . f?xézy
on the Continént bad betray’d the C}):; ede-
rates, the French Minifters: at th'e .fdgg,
Monfieur Rouille and the Mal,'qu"x 5 vhe
Torcy, made feveral private Overtures to the

~ States General ; but to prevent all ']ealoufy, ,

the Grand Penfionary was directed to declare,

in a folemn Manner, to thofe Minifters,

i fiderations thou’d ever

¢ That no private Conﬁdqathnb
< ’I;e:ail orf) the State to feparate from” the
L ?gcneral-lntereﬁ of the grand Alliance,

Letus fee how they beha.ved‘about tw{z;
Years afterwards,’ when, with the utmo’d
Aftonithment, they faw themfelves betray ,

| lifb. - o
by %&fﬁlgﬁkgg of Ormond on a fudden with-
drew his Troops from the Slclge c;]f | f\gzefgg,

ich but two Days before he had under-
zllzfl:g}to ?Zover. He told Prince Eugene and

the State’s Field-Deputies to their Faces, tha; -
:he had received Inftruions from Ezzg{am

to

.
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| cern’d for the Good of my Country
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(r17) -
to publifth a Sufpenfion of Arms, ~ within
three Days, between the Britifb Forces and
thofe of France, When this News reached
Amjterdam, the City was in a perfect Up-
roar; every Body was ftruck with Amage.
ment, ‘That great Emporeum contributes
moft to the publick Expences, and {o hag the
greateft Sway in all the publick Councils, At
this moft critical Juncture they fent an ex-
traordinary and unprecedented Deputation to
the Hague, confifting of three Burgomafters
and as many principal Magiftrates. Bur, be.
fore - their Departure, the Regent Burgo-

~mafter held a grand Aflembly; "to which a]]

- Perfons of the firft Rank were fummoned,

Mynheer Corver, their Senior, was defired
to open the Convention with a  faitable
Speech. He was a Gentleman of great
"Fortune, Integrity, and Wifdom, and in high
Reputation with the People. I will recite 2
Part of his memorable Oration; a bolder
and nobler never was deliver’d in the Roman
Senate ; and it was faid to contain the Senti-
ments of the whole Nation. |

“Iam an old Man, upwards of foyr.

¢ feore, and have feen far more difficult

“ Times, even the French at our very Gates;

‘“ but, by the Blefling of God ‘on oup
“ Firmnefs and Refolution, we have hi-
therto preferved our Liberties, I have no
private Intereft in Trade, and am’ only con-
and
¢ the common Caufe ;. yet I wou’d 'givé half

€¢ Qf
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of what T have in the World, nay all,
<t (and you know I have fomething to
lofe) rather than fuffer the Lofs'of our Li-

Y

Lo

<

“ e bertics. Butif, atlaft, we thou’d be over-

¢ power'd, let us then lay. our Cities under
«« Water, betake ourfelves to our Ships, - and
cc fail to the Eaf# Indies; and let thofe.wno
« {ee our Country laid watte, fay, there nce
« fived a People, who chofe to lofe their

Kal

&< Country rather than their Liberties.

| is £ j on the

his Speech had a mighty Effect on t
‘ofgdls A%'embly. They all declared, they
woud ftand out to the laft Penny the,y had
in the World, rather than be conquer d and
‘énﬂaved by France. ’

~ " Such was their Conduct, when in great

e Phe
d imminent Danger. And, whenever they
:;pfehend themfelves in the fame really dan-

- gerous Circumitances, depend on it, the fame

i will prefently again difcover itfelf; as
gglrlli’;g;);}a }liave a greajgter Deteftation of Po-
pery. Slavery and Arbitrary Power. |
" But I would confirm all I have faid rela-
ting to the Durch, by the declared Judgment
of one of the greateft and wifeft Meny-;z}
Europe, 1 mean Monfieur GCOLBE R ;
Secretary of State to the late French King.

. . ) at
He was efteem’d as able a Man as ever that

Prince employed ; and indeed h.i\S‘Ma&ér/hs;d
" fuch an Opinion of his Integrity and Abi-

© lities, that for many Years he engaged 1 no-.

: ithot lting him. What fol-
thing,without firft confu ghim e
}ows'is taken from tbc_, Mgmq1r§ of t Erli,ous

| o)
ftrious Minifter. < On a certain Day the
¢« King fent for Monfieur Colbert in a great

¢« Hurry ; when he came, he found the King

¢ in a violent Paffion, raving and railing

¢ againft the United Provinces, and fpeak-

¢ ing of them in Language the moft con-
¢ temptible and opprobious. The King re-

« mark’d, that, confidering the Extent of

¢ his Dominions, the Number of his Sub-
¢ jects, his great Power and Wealth, he
“ muft unqueftionably be allow’d to be the

<« greateft Prince in Europe; and that he
‘¢ efteem’d it as a Brand of Infamy, that fo-
¢ greata Monarch, as he really was, fhou’d

< not have been able to conquer and reduce
< {o {mall a State as the United Provinces ;
<< and that he was now determined to collet
¢ all his Troops together for that Purpofe;
<« and if they fhou’d appear to be infuffici-
<« ent, he wou’d arm one half of his Sub-
« jects throughout all his Dominions, and
¢« go himfelf in Perfon, to render the Con-
¢« queft abfolute and compleat, -

¢« The King went on a long Time, f{peak-
«¢ ing of the Dutch in a moft diminutive
¢« contemptuous Manner, and declaring his
Refolution to conquer. and fubdue them,
<« coft what it wou’d. The King, having
¢ done, fatdown calmly, expeéting to hear
Colbert’s Reply : 'Who prefently told his
- Majelty thefe were great and extraordinary.

)
~

L)
~

LY
[a)

-« ‘Refolutions indeed ; and that he wou'd
¢ give his Sentiments with that Freedom
- 3 <« which
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“which becomes a faithful Servant ; having
nothing fo much at Heart, as his Ma-
jefty’s Glory, and the real Good of  his
People. After this Preface he proceeded,

¥
¢
¢

~ oo

"~

¢

<« I'muft now, Sir, prefume upon your

¢c Indulgence, when I fay, ‘you are vaftly
« miftaken, in Relation to the Power and
¢« Wealthof the United Provinces. - They
¢ are notthat mean diminutive State you re-
< prefent them, neither is there that mighty
¢« Difference between their Power and that of
¢« your Majefty. Its true, your {Dominions
< are vaftly greater ; but, Sir, it is not Land
- ¢ that fights againft Land, but the Strength

<« and Riches of one againft thofe of a-
« pother. I fhou’d have faid only Riches,
« becaufe ’tis Money only
« Magazines, provides the Train of Ar-
<. tillery, and anfwers the Charge of all
« other 'military Preparations.

¢« much as they can levy upon their Subjeés,

et {1ill leaving them fufficient for their own
<« ‘Subfiftance. 1f this is not left, they will

" ¢« defert to other Countries for better Ufage.

¢« Tam forry to fay, too many of your Ma-
< jefty’s Subjecs are already amongft your

<« Neighbours, in the Condition of Foot-
« men and Valets, for their daily Bread;

s« many of your Artizans are fled from the

e Geverity of your Collectors, and are at

«« this Mioment improving the Manufactures
| France has loft the

« of your Enemies. |
T < Benefit

; that feeds |
"« and cloaths the Soldier, furnifhes the-

Now- the
¢« Riches of a Prince or State are, juft fo

§
¢
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 ‘Bénefit of their Hands for ever,‘ and your

&,

Maje_f’c'y all Hopes of any future Excifes
° by their Confumption, I lay down this,
¢ therefore, as my firft Principle, that you;

-~

¢ "Taxes upon your Subjects muft fill leave
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them fufficient for their Subfiftance, at leaft

¢ as comfortable a Subfiftance as they will

find amongft your Neighbours. Upon

this Principle I hall be able to make fome

:‘ Comparifon betwéen the Revenues of your
<

Majetty and thofe of the States General,
< Your Territories, ’tis true, are thirty”
Times as great, and your People four Times
as many; yet your Revenues are not
xthlrty Tlimes, no, nor four Times, as great;
nor mdeed as . great.again, as thofe o;'
‘the United Provinces, In what one Ar.
ticle are you able to raife twice as much
from your Subje@s, as the States can do .
from theirs? Can you take twice as much
from the Rents of ‘the Lands and Houfes ?
What are the yearly Rents of your whole
How much of thefe will
your Majefty be able to take, without -
ruining the Landed Intereft? You have;

' Sir, above a hundred Millions of Acres;

and not above thirteen Millions of Sub.
Jects ; that is, eight Acres to every Sub«
Je€t. How inconfiderable muft be the Ve
lue ,Qf\ Land, where fo many Acres are to
provide for a fingle Perfon, ‘where 2 fingle
Perfon is the whole Market for {o much
Land ? What fort of Cuftomers are your

¢ Subjects to thefe Lands? What Clothes do

......

£ they
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« they wear? What Provifions do they con.
" -« fame? Black Bread, Onions, and other
¢ Roots, are the ufual Diet ofthe Generality
¢ of the poor People’; their common Drink
« is the pure Element ; they are drefS’d in
“~Canvas> and walk m wooden Shoes; (I
‘¢ mean fach of them as are not half naked
e« and bare-footed.) What vaft Numbers of
« your thirteen Millions of Subjeés are beg-
¢« 1ng their Bread throughout the Kingdom !
- Ef your Majefty was to ‘walk incoguito
< about the Streets of your Capital,” and
¢« wou'd givea I‘arthmg to every Beggar that
¢ asks your Alms, in a Walk of an Hour,
« you wou’d have nothing left of a Piftole!
¢« How miferable then muft be the Lodging
« of thefe poor Wretches ? Befides, thofe of
«“ g higher Clafs, who don’t ask your 'Cha-
e rity, are huddled topether four or five Fa-
s milies in a Houfe; Tfuch is the Lodging of
¢ your Capital. That of your other Towns
“ 35 yet of lefs Value. But nothing can be
« more ruinous and wretched than the
‘« Living and Lodging of your Subjeds in
« the little Cottages and Villages. Six Shil-
< lings a Year, for the Lodging of every onc
“ of your thlrteen Millions of People, ata

« Medinm, muft be the full yearly Value of

¢

I oY

all the Houfes: So that, at four Shillings

« for every Acre, and fix Shillings for the

¢« Lodging ofevery Subject,the Rents of your
« whole Kingdom will be a little les than
¢ Wenty MIHIOHS, and yet that’sa great

4‘\:'\

| se dcaﬁ
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et deal more than they were ever yet found
¢ to be, by the mof’t exact Survey that has
¢ been taken

¢ The next Qgef’uon then i is, How much
¢ of thefe Rents your Majefty will think fit
« to take ' to your Ufe? Six of the twenty’
¢ Millions are aGually in the Hands of the’
¢ Clergy. Thefe, Sir, are your beft Guards.
« ‘They keep your Subjects loyal in the midft
«“ of their Mifery. Your Majefty will not
« think it therefore your Intereft: to take
“ any thing from them. From that which -
“ remains in the Hinds of your. Lay Sub-
e Je&s your Majefty can’t take rore than
¢ five Millions to your own Ufe, This comes
“ to eleven Shillings in the Pound; and’
« then, after the neceffary Repa1at10ns toge~
« ther w1th Lofles by the Failure of Tenants,
“ and other Accidents, how very little wﬂi 4
“ be left, for the Subﬁf’cancc of the Gentlc— :
“ men and Land- holders; who, havmg ne-"
¢ ver been bred either to Trad@ or Manu-’
% fa@ures, have no other Way of living than
“ by their Rents. ; and when thefe fha.ll be
‘taken from’ them they muft fly to your
¢ Armies, as to an Hofpltal fox thf:n dady‘
¢ Bread. -
-« Now, Sir, your Majeﬁy will | give me’
Leave to examine, what are the Rents of
‘the " United Pxovmces ‘and’ how great a

Part their Governors may take ﬁ'om them;
K Wlthout Oppwﬂion of the Ovvners.
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- ¢ There are in thofe Provinces three Mils
lions of People, and three Millions' of
¢ Acres, a Subje& for every Acre; why.
«¢ {howd not then a fingle Acre, there, be: as

7Y

“es. yaluable-as eight Acres, in France, fince

«¢ jt provides for as many Mouths? I have
«¢ often heard, and believe it to be true, that

* « thirty Shillings, one with another, is
-« Jefs than the yearly Value of every Acre.in
- «¢ thofe Provinces.

hof How much le§s will be
« the yearly Value of the Lodging of every.

~«¢ one of their Subje@s? There are no Beg--

s gars in their Streets ; not one {carcely to be
«¢ found in a whole Province, - Their Fami-
¢ lies in.great Towns are lodg’d in Palaces.
« Even the Houfes in their Villages are
<« more coftly than in many of your Cities.

Lal

Kol

<« of Acres,and lodging their three Millions

< of Si;bjeé‘cs, that the ycarly'Rent of Lands

st and Houfes is above nine Millions in thofe
¢« Provinces.” : : '

LY g .

Monfieur Colbert Went'on‘, and compared,.

yyith great Exadtnefs, the Revenues and Ex-
cifes of the United Provinces with thofe of

France 5 and demontfirated, that the United

Provinces could eafily raife, from the Lands

‘and Excifes, nine Millions Sterling annually,
if Occafion' requir’d,  He ‘computed - the. |

Charge of their Clergy, the Expence of their
~Civil Lift, and the maintaining ‘of theis
Dykes, at but one Million a Year:. S0 that

- gsight Millions r¢nja§xifd3 to bc employ’d for

-theis

.Such isthe Value of their three Millions

. 125 )
their Security and Defence 5.and ever |
4ell Security an s-and even then-
their . SubJths ‘would be left ina Cdndiﬁiﬁ .
much fuperiour to the Subjects of France |
. Colpert, having enlarged on thefe ,Topi.cks -

- -proceeded thus: ¢ Your Majefly will now

X ,,
* no longerwonder, that you have not been
¢ able to reduce and conquer thofe Provinces,

«<. Befides, in fuch an extraordinary Attempt

13 ‘ de
‘you muft confider, the Germanick Empi
“ will always be rcad;r to efpoufe their Quare.

€ Quar-

rel, and the Forces of that . pote

:: alone will cut out Work for ap gre‘lz]itt llgzlllr{

f of your Troops. And, furthermore, in the
¢ Execution of fuch a Defign, you can never
¢ expect to be quiet, on the Side of Efzg/czmz’- -

& or Ital,

- ¢« The Advice therefore T would prefum
f: to .offer your Majefty is, to di{blzmd thz
“. greateft Part of your Forces, and fave fo
« many Taxes to your poor People. Your

very Dominions make you too powerful

- “¢ to fear any Infult from your Neighbours.

¢ Turn your Thaughts, Sir, T intrea

BRIl S s ? _ ] ' L

¢« from War; cultivate’the Arts of Péya?:l;,'
¢ the Trade and Manufa@ure of your Sub-

By > ana e ;
¢ Je€ts: ‘T'his will make you the moft pow-
v:f -erful PrinCe,' and your People,-ait t_h'epfa;vxé
¢ Time, the richeft of all Nations. In the
“ Space of twenty Years they will be able

“ to give your Majefty greater Sums with

| Z Eafe, then you can now draw from them
- “¢ with the utmoft Difficulty. You have a-

‘ bundant Materials in your Kingdom
- W
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; ’ A o ltA valt Acceflion of Wealth apd = &
« ot employing your People; and the§  f  poyep to the French Nation. .~
-« don't want Capacity. Peaccand frade T waswilling the Reader thou'd know dhe 1
; ¢¢ fhall carry out their L;_lb‘c,)_vlylljth aﬂP ‘fé‘-{tb' - Opinion of fo great a Man as 'Secretary Col- L

¢ of Europe, and bring back yearly Trea- Y et relating to the Duz .

Fhorewill be always B . . , f/?; and to the preat
¢c fure to your S“bieﬁ&‘:‘"[fh?f?}im“; be %I;VYaYSJ . - Difficulty France muft unavoidably enc%uns; i
¢ Fools enough to purchafe the Manu- ter, whenever the attempts (o ‘ |

4t the fadme Time AN 0 ‘ to conquer and
. = faGuresof France, tho' at the fume'Time @ enflave them. From thence alfo it undeniably .

<« France howd be ﬁrif&lyﬂp‘roh{bltetd A bUy appears, that the general Sentiments of ‘the b
| « thofe of other Countrics. In the mean . R Hugiips, relating to this wife Nation, sre 1t |
« while your Majefty will never want :(u -~ |} diculous and abfurd, Don’t we every where i
§ < cient Sums to buy now and then an im- “hear them reprefented as a weak imprudent
|« portant Fortrefi, from ond or ofher of - §  wifling People; a People influenced by g ||

ec your indigent Neighbours, But, sbove a’s @ thing but the Dread of the mighty Povier ot~ ||
f e Peace will ingratiate your Majqﬁy wit o Pramce, ready to
© < the, ,gpmz'/]yNatiqn, ‘du_rmg thc%‘/I.,,lfc_”g: . When the,‘ h&u
 their crazy King; and, after his Death, @ Angfureher,
' < a few feafonable Prefents “'amqng{’lc‘ hls : | bound, by our own immediate Intereft. and
’ o Courtiers' fhall purchafe the Reverfion of. I for our own Safety, to fecure their Frontia .
«« his Crowns, with all ﬁ;be X Trcaf}}r;es.;_g)ji: | 3f¥lpnﬁf0ﬂs EXPﬁnCe of Blood and Treafure, . :
| ¢ the Indies 5 and then the World syont g and altho’ they Qbﬁin'aéely Pﬂﬁﬁ' in refuﬁng’tg o
: e own.”? St o L . ; take ",meMeafures for ihejr Own Safetys Or | 2
; ' ThlS was the Sub{’cance 'Of, what vvasthen | at 16&&5 any that nay be Cﬁr}'caéious e ’ > . i
f faid by Monfieur Colbers. The King Was,‘?b‘i; | _ This has been the prevailing Syftem of
| ferved to look grave and fullen for f‘?‘_’gri{: § Politicks with Numbers o F Peopls in Er. i
| Days afier, but he was wot A all OfChw W £/end of lite Years, Yet this Syftem, and i
| with the Liberty of his Minifter. Fle s §  the Principles upon which it is founded, muft
the Value of the Man,“‘a{‘d-‘ fo'?i??fte,f mahe § 2ppear to every confidering Man, to be as i
| bim Superintendant, or chict Divecton, &) 110, inconfitent with Truth and the real Sate of
| Trade and Manufattures, throughout 2% b5 § - Things, as Tranfubflantiation itflf. Belioye
| Dominions. The late Cardinal Fléury, for 2§ = me, the Duteh are no way refembling the
long Time, puné’tuallyadher’d "'tQ thlsl%i%eég | ortaie our W.‘;?”k Politicians have drawn of
of Policy, and Ivel sofee the nathre S of them; they are in Truth a rich and power-
| PN

fubmit and give wp all, I
_ghty Monarch demands it ? i
IS1t not wurged, that we are

o et T T o e
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'fial Nation, fteddily Qurfui‘ng:/the onily poﬁi«

ble Means of rendring them more f{o. They
have as implacable an 3 Averfion to Popery

‘Slavery and Arbitrary Power, together with
“all the Tricks and Rogueries of the Romifb
Priefts, as can be, They
and no People will ftiuggle more to preferve

are brave and wife,

and maintain their Liberties and Properties,

whenever they fhall be inany real and immi-

nent Danger, of which they themfelves are

~unqueftionably the beft Judges. Above fifty

Years fince, they raifed about four Millions

. Stetling per Annum ; fince which Time, by

their vaft Acceflion of Wealth, they can raife
feven or eight Millions Sterlinig™ per Annuni,
without the leaft Diftrefs, and leave the In-
habitants in 2 State of Wealth and Grandéur,
equal, if not fuperiour, to any People in Ez-
rope.  Three Millions of  People, living
within fo fmall a Compafsof Land, as thre¢
Millions of Acres,in fuch oppulent and happy

Circumftances, won’t eafily be conquer’d and

become Slaves. : ; 3 -
The true Reafon of the Ina@ivity of the
Dutch, during the prefent War, 1s not {o

much the Fear of France, as the unfpeakable.

Advantages they receive, by the vaft Increafe

of their Trade, their daily Encroachments

on that of England, France,and Spain,whillt
the other Powers at War are groaring under
the heavy Load of publick Debts, whilft

" their Trade and Navigation is greatly inter~
rupted, fubjecked to high Freights and mon~
B o - {troyg

s o el

Mtrous “Infurances, and .vaft Numbers of

their Sailors are ftarving and rotting in Pri
‘their Sailo tarving a - in Pri-
4¢anS~;,Ifﬁyy,>wh1H’c they are fu&‘eri%xg thefe
and other Calamities, that unavoidably at-

‘tend a State of War, the Dusch live quite

,‘at:'e-j:heir"E?a}fc, and, by all poflible Means
.1‘~.andf‘C~30ntx:lvanc¢s, are daily extending their
~Fraffick, in all the Corners of the habitable

World. ‘Woud it not then be agreeable with

the ftriéeft Rules of Juftice and Policy, not

| ?ﬂy ta permit .the French taking their
ooy 2 pern , / ng their
ronters, but even entering and laying wafte

.their very Dominions? And when this hap-
pens o be-the Cafe, they will preﬁ:nt[v‘
-awake, rouze; and declare War with a
iV?Q’geancq; and theirvaft maritime Force,
Join’d to that of England, (if - honeftly and
properly-coriducted, as Sir William Temple
obferves) ~will be found fuflicient to reduce

the. Power’ of France, and oblige her to
live- upon equitable’ Terms with all her

Neighbours : Which is all that is; or at leaft

| ought to be, underftood by the common

Qaqfc. ‘-Wh‘ereas, on the contrary, it muft
appear, upon a-ftrict and impartial In.quiry,\'

hat our maintaining great Armies on the

Continent, has a natural ‘Tendency to fub-
vert and ‘defeat that common Canfe it js

intended to- 0. to drain 1
intended to fupport ; and, al{o, to drain us

of immenfe Sums of Money, all which are

totally “loft; ‘to the great Diminution of

:rrade':'- e -'bl"eing'an'. undoubted Truth, thar;
- all trading Countries, Commerce will

decay

4,
i
)

i
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rels of the C,or}tmen . .
~thought to mean 1s, that our hiring Troops,
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decay or flourith, according to the.Pleﬁty

r & i " Coin -or Specie. N
- or Scarcit ‘of_Com. ”
-1 am iznﬁble, *tis not the Bufinefs of a

rivate Man to dire¢t when and how far it

; N interfere in the Quar-
be expedient to interfere mn t :
may be exf A

M ' 3
or maintaining great Armies there, fhou’d

not be undertaken on every trivial Occafion.

This Point ever was and ever will be-a Mat-

ter of the utmoft Confequence to this Na-

tion. as the Increafe or Dccrea{{b of ,c;lur
, a8

WWealth and Treafure, and, con eqt'?;fxdz,
the like Increafe or Decreafe of our rade,

{fo much upon 1t. S
de}fg?:ﬁune no oge' will pretend dto. fay,
chat what 1 have offer’d on this Hea %st 1?2
unneceffary Digreffion. As the Deﬁ%\r&or és
Treatife was the fuggefting proper ef‘z} urur
for the Security and Advanccgnentigﬂ] '01(1\
rPrade, fo it was highly requifite ' ‘hog 5
take Notice of thofe Things which ‘aede;
" more. peculiar - Tendency cither to imp
g Elll:é;g txio?ltiing 1 have faid will be under-

' 1 Tt ifouft to the
ro-indicate any parUCU.la_fleg_u S
Ao Republick. 1 folemnly declate_the

~ contrary, 1look on it as our beft and moft

natural Ally, and have as great a Regard for:

ivs irefervation and Security, asﬂa_ntht}f:;
élﬂ'/b Man can have, or, at l§aﬁ, ~ought :
fsf;v‘e. Vet 1 fhall always think, that ou
own Safety,

Secur ‘our Trade, |
he Security of our Irade, |
and the Securlty demand

| (130 )
demand our firft Regard; and. that the de-
fending or recovering the Dutch Frontiers,

at an immenfe Expence of the Blood and -
Treafure of this Nation, when thofe more

immediately interefted refufe to declare o«
penly, in good earneft, reciprocally, to af-
fift us with their maritime Force, s a
Syftem of Policy, that does not feem to be
calculated for the real Good of this Ifland.

Had the Hollanders declared openly, and .

engaged in the War, totis Viribus, their

vait maritime Force, added to ours, mufi .

have brought inevicable Ruin = both on
Firance and Spains or at leaft have reduced
them to fuch a Diftrefs, as wou’d have

~ forced them to comply on our own Terms,

They wou'd, in that Cafe, have had neither
Leifure nor Inclination,to attempt that moft
infamous Project, of fixing an abjur’d Pre-

~ tender on the Throne of thefe Realms. The

vatt Supply of Men Money and Arms, ex-
ported from Oftend and Dunkirk, to aid the
unnatural Rebels, muft, a great Part of it
have fallen a Prey to the Dutch Men of

‘War and Privatcers; whofe own Intereft

wou'd have obliged. them conflantly to
hover both on ‘the Flandrian and Scottifh

| Coaft; by which Means, the Rebellion had
~ ¢ither been entirely prevented, or, -if it had

been undertaken, cou’d neveér have. proceed-

¢ 1o fo dangerous a Height as it did.

ind!
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T'll fay tio more on this Subjeck s in rev
pard to which I defire the Concurrencé of
no Perfon, any farther than my Sentiments
thereupon appear reafonable and juft. Fhis
is agreeable to true Lnglifb Liberty, to per=
fuade by Argument, and to' ufe norother

Force, to profelite any Man to our Opi-

nions. , TN o
1 now begin to fear that T fhall become
too tedious to your Lordfhips; and wou'd
~very willingly conclude, but that I have
one Thing more to offer, in which the
Wealth and Trade of this Kingdom is deep-
Iy concern’d, and therefore highly deferves
- your I ordfhips Attention: 1 mean, the per-

hicious Pradtice of Smuggling ; which; for
4 long Train of Years Jhas been gathering to
" a Head, and, through our inexcufable ‘Su-
pinefs, how feems to hahg' over us, like an
‘impending Cloud, th reawning grievous Dif-
The negletting to fupprefs, ~or rathes
conniving at, this wicked Practice, has pro-
‘diced fuch Confequences, as 1 dare fay at
firft were never dreamt of. It has not only
interrupted, but almoft deftroy’d, the Courle
of the fair Trading. It has not only leflen’d
but even funk our Revenues,. in an aftonifh-

ing Manner. It -hasnot only wurn’d ouf la=

bouring People into 'Thieves and Vaga-
bonds, but it Has (as might well bave been
expected) made them Spies to our Enemies,
and Rebels to our Conftitution; ready on

- any

( 133)

- any Opportunity: to take up Arms againf¥

tl;fef‘f :g%mtl:y; and: 1o facrifice. our Reli-
gion, Li erties, Peace, and Happinefs to the
tyrannical Views of France and: Ro}me‘i

'That thefe Things are true, is beyond-all: -

Contradiction. = "And! yet - Mifer
| havea been fuffer’d, TZmesdsveiehxtif CIl\Iegm&
_bﬁl',; t?‘ appear openly: along the-Sea- Co {r{n i
equip d; hke Banditti or Invaders, to : }f’:
utter-Difgrace of ‘all Government, the Sf}bf

- verfion of legal Authority, ing
- Juftice, and the Def’cru&i}(’m: ofé ‘eca;gi%n:rf '

Honetty..  And if thefe Thing '

HOBEIty. © £ANG 1L thele, ings be {o, and
fp_ﬁ:ey certa,mly are;- I hope y.guf flj‘,o(;i’iﬂ?in %
will excufe the Freedom of the 'Expfeﬁiég ;

when I fay, that the Duty you owe to your

- Sovereign, as well as ;the Regar
ove well as ;the Regard of
Country, demands, that you f%_c th:fe yMo;Jti: :

ters in a proper Light, - before thofe th '
1p§ruﬁ‘ed f Wpit'h 'tlr;ge ~Guﬁrgliﬂ;nt};:i)fi?t‘oa;e
Liberties and ‘fPropcrties;yf"who.@- Whexl;
th‘:‘ough]y‘appriz.’d: of the feandalous Na-
ture of the Thing, and the mifchievous
Confequences thereof, "will ‘unit'e,' ~as one

- Man, to put a final Period to it. Their

_(«.i.’lou'ntry,i their Honour, and ‘their Intereft
all concur, in d.em'anding.their‘ ftriGteft "At:
tention to this important Point. This hor-

_rid Enormity,by Negligence or Connivance,
, 2

is grown to fuch an audaci i

S grown o fuch : cious Height, that-
ngth1pg but ,alﬁ‘?dd}’ Refolution, in the Le-
giflative and executive Powers, will be fufe

ﬁ ient to give it the finifhing Stroke, If ig

’ ~ be

1...?:;1"—"1‘1
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be the Intereft of all trading Countries (as

it moft - afluredly is) not:to fuffer the Ex-

“portation of their Corn, for confumable

Commodities, it 18 ‘abufz_de.mtlfyf.moré {?éiﬁm
ooled in upon us, by our avowed Ene-
fiﬁgsizieﬁaveapmgnifeﬁ Tendency };;oc }.\17‘1_3?2:@:
and corrupt our i»’eople,*alldf-;for w 11{ e«t‘u my
take none of eur Manufaé‘u}1esPc 1{11 Rotuins:
only our Coip,_lalnd,_wbat Is ”.1‘ Fe.va-
ual r Wooll. . -0 o o en
;lil.al?%ssuformeﬂy my Lot to travel m‘t{cj};(;zr; ‘_
ithe Sea Coaft, and ga;tlcularly -;hat ‘Ohidi;f v
and Suffex ; where, 1n c;,onvc;jﬁrzl g'"Wltteat‘ iffe
rent forts of People, I haveheard agre

of this Marter ; and, by what has occurred

. : C ly er=.
R thefe Occafions,] am f’uqng,y per-
? "‘:r:i):dmihat this Bufinefs -of Smug.ghn'gxips;
aﬁmda,mly more confiderable-than is géne=

rally imagined, -and fo, of far greater Detti- -

ment- to.the Kingdom than is cominonly:

’ -lve. Months:fince, 0.
d. About twelve Months-fince,
iix?ﬁ%eék, arrived at Bologne in: France,

" from Kent and Suffex, three {mall fmuggling

Veflels, about - thirty Tuns: each ; one of

which, to my certain Knowledge, ;._;Qarrle-g
over twelve hundred Pounds in lSP:e‘flc’~7 ?}? W
T.-have good. Reafon to believe the other

tWo Ships_had .not a Penny lefsm _6?-[‘:31.1.\. Qfﬁ, '

them. .

-1 am no Smuggler, nor ever Wwas 1 ) the.
.1eéﬁa concerned that .Way.: I gipubt; not ﬁl‘):t
many of thefe Nefts of Villains. are pafling,

over

‘vt have of their Employment, with t.

L e o o e i e
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,Qver‘freQUen’tIy with no le(s'; Sums ;- befides

which there are no fmall Number of Boats,
from fifteen to twenty. Tuns, that ‘Weekly
- run over with three or four.hundred Pounds

‘ata Time. Confidering the Extent of oy
Coafty from the Land’s End in Cornwall,
to the other Extremity on ‘the Sounihern
Side, and that more or lefs of this vile Pra-

tice ‘is carried, on almoft in every Town
and Village thereof, the Mifchief to the
Nation muft prefently appear to be intolera-~,

ble, by the Sums of Money of which i¢
muft be thereby annually drain’d; all which,

~moreover, is added to the Scale of our in..

- veterate Enemies Wealth, by which they
are enabled to outweigh us in Opulence and
Strength., The direct Tendency of this accur-
{ed Pracétice to debauch the Morals of all en-
‘gaged any how therein, to make them Ene-
‘mies to ourReligion,Laws and Government,
is evident from the Narture of the Thing, as
well as from many Examples of feveral Fa-

milies refident in thofe Parts of the Coun-

try, where it is carried on; who, “before
they fell into the Way of i, lived in a fober
virtuous Manner, fupporting themftlves de-
‘cently by an honeft Induftry, but “being
“allured to this Courfe, all that was comimen-
‘dable vanifhed; inftead of which fucceeded
Rior, Drunkennefs, Defiance of Authority,'
and all manner of Wickednefs, One would
think, the Abhorrence every honeft Ma-

Cor

'
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-Contempt ‘and ‘Odiuvm they muft fuffer of}
account thereof, would reftrain all, butthe

.moft abandoned, from entering thereinto;

‘and keep even the “worfer, from ‘daring
.thofeHeights of Impiety and Audacioufnefs
to ‘which: they ufually arrive: “But fuch are
the Opportunities, f{uch the Incentives to
Villany, 'that continually prefent in ‘that

Way, fuch an Influence has the Example of

one to corrupt another,fuch Temptations are
the’ Profpet of Gain, the Flattertes ap(d‘ %a—
' (when

sefles of their French.Correfpondents,

 they have them on their Side of the Water)

that the Confiderations of Confcience, Ho-
nour, Love of their Country, orany thing
Praife-worthy, are utterly filenced, and all
‘Refletions on the Confequences of their
Agtions, either to themfelves or others, ab-

folutely ftifled. By converfing and tranfa&t-
ing with our worft Enemies, they contract |

an Enmity to their native Soil, and their ho-

" neft Fellow-8ubjeéts,! nay, to our  moft

gracious Sovereign,and moft excellent Con-
firution : - All ' which they hear {o often - vi-
' lified by their French Brethren in Iniquity.
‘But befides their being inured to Jacobite
Principles, and difpofed to feditious and

craiterous Practices, the Public is greatly  §

damaged another Way,1 mean by the Smug-~

glers turnifhing the French with a more ex-

editious certain’ conftant: I_ntelligengg ,°f
- Defigns and Tranfactions, than they

~ nity of profecuting the Bufinefs,

ootz
tould elfe obtain ; which, at fome Times,
inay bé¢ extremely prejudicial to the Naw
tion. - ' | e

~*Tam affur'd by a Gentleman, who was a

Prifoner of War at Havre de Grace, du-
ring the Ptetender’s being here, that Ex-
prefles went conflantly, two or three times
a Week, from Havre de Grace Dieppe and
Bologrie to Paris, with Intelligerice; brought
by our Smugglers, of the Progrefs of the
Rebels, the exac Number of Ships of War

that then lay in the Downs and at Spithead,

and their Force, with many other Particu-

" lars; at that Time of the utmoft Impor-

fance.

 No wonder therefoie this 'Sm»ﬂggliﬁgt "

Trade is fo highly encouraged in France?
No fooner did the War break out between
the two Kingdoms, but our Smugglers were

inform’d by their French Correfpondents,

that, notwithftanding the Quarkel, his mofk

- Chriftian Majefty had very favourable Dif~

pofitions towards them, that their Trade
might be carried on with the fame Security
as in Times of Peace, and that all Com-=

inanders of Men of War and Privateers
thou’d be direéed, in no Shape to moleft
‘them. And fully to convince the Smugglers
of the Reality of thefe Affurances, Paf-
- ports. were regularly iflued and diftributed
to them, that they might Iofe no Opportu=

- About



i : ’ o T

. O (138)

' About twelve Months fince, 2 Smuggling
i ‘Yeffel was brought to, on the Coaft of
4 France, by alittle Privateer of Bologne'; the
i Captain of the Privateer,” perceiving . his
B ‘Miftake, ordered her to-be difcharged;, but

 a.good Number of his Men, being got on
I beard her,began.to make free with the Load-
5 ing, which was Brandy, ‘and drank, wafted,

i

] T R R DALY oK SR =0t | SR aly
s and carried off, thirty or forty Gallons of it,
!

2.8

" and, moreover, detain’d the Ship fix or feven
Hours,, About two Days after, the fame

Foey e ARy

Smuyggler, in.Company with two or three
‘more, return’d to Balogne, where they all

i complained to the Merchants they dealt
3 with againft :the abovefaid. Privateer ; not
fo much for drinking and carrying off fuch
2 Quantity of Brandy, which they remark'd
| ‘was a meér ‘Lrifle, but for. the Detention of
| lhe Vel which was & Matter of the ut-
i ‘moft Confequence to the Owner, as thereby
3 “he was.prevented reaching the Eng/i/b Shore
n | re. The Smugglers
. unanimoufly reprefented, that they muft in-
] ftantly drop the Trade, unlefs they could be

- narrowly efcaped a Seizure. T

on the Night he was expedied, and, lo, very

e

§ Nay, an Account “of the .Proceedings
] againft this Captain, was, by . the .Govern~

effe@ually fecured from any Detention or

- M()hi’iw&iof}'Wha;tfoé?cr,; by the Fr é’ﬂc‘lf’lel-
‘ wvatcers, ‘Lhis Affair made a great N oife at

; - Bologne ; every body ‘condemn’d the Con-
| 4udh oF e Phivateer ; the Owners them-
¥ “felves, to tefify their Diflike, inftantly dif-

¥ © (harged the Captain from their Service, and

the

- was deemed of a'moft heinous Nature ; it

~and France, there werefew or-no Privateers:
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the - Merchants, on, their Parts, gave their |
trufty - well-beloved Cuftomers the frong- =
eft Affurances, that they fliould never have |
the like Caufe of complaining. "T'was now :
fuppofed this Affair was atan End: Bur,
1riffing as it may feem, it did not efcape the
Cogpifance of the Court; for,a few Weeks ;
afterwards, an order came from PRaris, to
commit the (Caprain of the Privateer to :
“Prifon: . Nor could all the Captain was able
toalledge inhis own Excufe, or the Inter-
pofition of all the. Friends he could make, |
.avail to prevent its Execution: His Crime

“aving been fignify’d to all Commanders of :
Men of ‘War and Privateers “in France, -
¢ that they fhould not only permit the Ez-
< glifh Smugglers to pafs 'unmolefted, but
% alfo be ready, onall Occafions, to do
% them-any a& of Service or Friendthip.)

ments Command, fent to Saint Mzl and :
other Sea Ports, that all Caprains, -whether .
in the King’s Service or that of the Mer- ”
chants, might be fully informed of the -
Difpofition of his moft Chriftian Majetty, .
relating to his good Allies* the FEnglyb :
Smugglers, 0 L s :
~During the late War between Englan

fitted out. here; but a great Number of 5:3
T2 {mall o
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finall ones were equipp’d from Guernféy and

Serfey, whereby both thofe iflands were |
confiderably enrich’d. It has been faid, that, ||
during the Courfe of that War, one half of |
the Iviale Inhabitants of thefe two Iflands |
‘had been Prifoners in France, by “which |

Means they acquird ~an’ exa®  Know- ||
ledge of the Coaft, and contraded a nume- |

rous .and beneficial Acquaintance  there,

- One Branch of Bufinefs. they enter’d upon |
-at the End of the War, was the buying ||

“great Quantities of Englifb Woollens, “and

fmuggling them on the Coaft of Britany |

‘and Normandy, for which they brought

. back French Piftoles, _.Crowns,; and “Half |
Crowns.  This Trade was continued for |
fome Time, and was like to become: Very |

~“confiderable, for the French Woollen Fa-
bricks were not then brought to that Degree |
‘of Perfecion they are now..But at length |

1.

“ithis Affair came to be known at Paris.. The
Miniftry refented it greatly, ‘and declared
~-they wou’d {oon put ai End to it; as the
fmuggling Englifb Woollens in upon them,

and taking nothing in Exchange but Silver |

and Gold, was 2 Thiﬁg._intblerable.' Accord- |

ingly,fome fevere Laws were inftantly made, §

to preventa Practice which they deemedfo
pernicious. But fearing thofe Laws: fhou'd§

e infufficient, partiédl'arf.()‘r'das were {oon |

- _@a,ﬁ'er fent from the Court, toall the Superin- .
tendants on the Coalts of Normandy and §

- Brtan)

e
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‘f‘fBéri’Wy; that whoaVéx- thou’d be found aid~

ing or affifting, in the fmuggling Engliflo |
“Woollens, thowd fuffer very fevere colrporal |

‘Punifhment, and then be fent to the Galleys

for Life. Thefe vigorous Meafures,to be com-
mended, tho’ they happened to be againft
ourfelves, put an End to this illicit Traffic,
within three Months after it came to the

Knowledge of the French Court.

3 . .

This Account was affirm’d to me,by fome

‘eminent Merchants of St. Malo and Ren-
zes, feveral Years fince, when I was at thofe

Places, together with many other Stories of
the like kind : And this,in order to-convince

‘me, that no Government in the World more ~

regarded or protected their Trade and Ma-

‘nufactures than that of Framce: And I

only mention this particular Inftance here,
that our great Men, Men of Power and

Influence, may be excited, by the Example

of the French, to enter more into the Con-~
fideration of Trade, and that they may be
fully convinc’d, that thereby alone, the Glory
be ptéferv’d and maintain’d, - ¥
~ If what I have faid on the Article of

‘Wealth and Honour of this Kingdom can

| ]';Smu.ggling be all true, as I verily believe it
~is, then I muft rake the Liberty to fay, that

if our great Men have any real Regard to the

* Honour and Dignity of his Majefty, if they
~ have any Defign to. preferve ‘and maintain
that Reverence, that s due to the Legiflative

Alllhorit}';
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Authority, if  they have any Love to the

Bodies or Soulsof many thoufands of - their
Fellow-Subjeéts, or, if they have any Regard
to the Welfare and rrofperity. of this King-
dom, they will all unite, to put a final Re-

riod, to this fcandalous ‘wicked and pérnici-

ous Practice of Smuggling. = -0
1 have now gone through what I firft in-

tended, and have only to0-add, that if my
‘Notions are wrong, my Intentions however,

Iam fuve, areright; and what Ilhave now
offer’d.does not proceed from a vain Itch of

Writing, ‘but purely from the Love I bear

any native Country, in whofe .Glory and
Happinels T fhall always delight. - And 1
here moft folemnly declare, that this Trea-
tife was not.written at the Defire or Requeft

«of any Man, or Body.or Party of Men ;.fo
far fromit,chatit was begun and ended,with-

out:the Defire, Advice, Knowledge,orPrivity
.of any Man living ; and /I aver, that my
only:Inducement to.be at all this /Pains:and
“Trouble, (amidft a Variety of other Engage-
ments) was merely from a fincere Regard to

‘the Welfare and Profperity of Great iBri-

tain, the Honour and Dignity of “his Ma-
jefty, the'Support of his Government, and

the Stability of the Crown of -thefe Realms -

in- his: moft Mluftrious' Family. And . tho’,

perhaps,I may be thought miftaken in fome

Particulars, yeoI dare fay, . few will difagree

~with me’in - the -main  Foundation, VI
o ‘ « That
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¢ T'hat the Intereft of Ezzg/azz‘d‘ does con.;

gc ) ° - . . . :
: fit in improving its Produs, Trade
-and Manufa®ures.” 1 fubmit Jour

myfclf, that the Love and Concern, you alfo
bear your Country, will not permit you, to
omit any Opportunity of ferving it, nor
fuffer you, to overlook any Method of fa
doing, that will be of the lealt Ufe or Be-
nefit, tho’ offer’d you by the private Hand

of

My Lords,
 our Lordfbips moff bumble

and mof} obedient Servans.

‘ . all to
~ Lordfhips better Judgment, and per{z;):;é
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