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THOUGHTS
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Manufa@sUre and T rade of Salt,
e 8@5’6 8@96‘. e

HERE were formex ly upvvards of two

hundred falt-pans at Notth and South
thelds ;. at prefent there are but twenty. -

 The decreafe of the falt manufaé‘ture on: the' |
caft coa{’c is owing to the fupenor advantages o
of making falt, by the affiftance of the fun,

- on the fouth coaft, and the makmg of it from
~ rock-falt on the weft.

The places from Whence London is. chleﬂy "
fupplied W!th Afalt, are Lymmgton and L1- :

“verpool. -

At Lymmgton the fea water is. let into.

i’hallow ponds or efervoxrs, ‘where it eva-
porates to a certain degree. - It is afterwards

boiled down in pans, with coals got from |
; Newcaftle and Sunderland which coals pay
~a duty of. 55. 44xd. per chalder, fo that
. the falt made at Lymington may be faid to
f pay duty tw1ce, firft, on the coals ufed in
B makmg
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¢ ﬂullmgs for every buihel 2
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- making the falt; and, fecond]y, on the fah‘
when made.

‘At Liverpool, which is a principal pTace
for the manufa@ure and export of falt made -

{from rock-falt, the Iaﬁ-mentloned falt is dif-
folved in fea-water, makmor therewith the
ftrongeft poffible brine or foluuon of fea«falt
when the brine has depofited the - :impurities
of the rock-falt, it is boiled down in pans, in
much the {ame manner as at Lymington. -
' The vem or ﬂratum of rock-falt: hitherto
dlfcovered is near Norvvlch in Chefhire.

Itis upwards of 50 feet in thicknefs ; but,
from falt fprmgs bemg fo common in different -

parts of that: county, there is reafon to be-

lieve that thzs fratum e*ctends throuvh a great ,
tra& of country, and-will, for ages, furnith -

an inexhauftible fupply of that valuable ar-
tnele, to the inhabitants of this ifland.

- But the inhabitants  of. Great Bntam are

{ubje@ to various reﬂn&xons in the ufe of
- rock-falt, . =

By { Ann flat. 1. eap 21. fe@c 10, ‘No
¢ rock~falt {hall be refined into white falt,
¢ except within ten miles of the pits, or at

¢ fuch pla,ces as, upon or before the Toth of

‘May 1708, fhall' have been ufed for the
¢ refining of rock-falt, under the pam of forty

By

L 31
By 6 Ann. cap 12. fe@. 2. ¢ Rock-falt

| fea-
¢ may be ufed in mal’mg falt from |
¢ Wazer in the falt works near Holybead in

¢ Anglefea.’

- By flat. g Geo. 2

¢ the refining of rock-falt, and ~making it
¢ into white falt, {o as the number to be

¢ licenfed do not exceed one at each. of ‘the
¢ following places, ViZ. at Heybridge, Col-

¢ chefler, Maningtree, = Ipfwich, Woodbridge,
¢ Walderfwick, and Swutbwold, upon requeﬂ;

¢ from the juftices of peace at the quarter.'
¢ feflions neare{’c to the places afore-mention-"
"ed fo as his Majeﬂys dutles be. daﬂy

pald

cularly refiri®ted by ads of parhament, the

o ronfequence is, that the whole of Scor/and, and
every part in “England, e:\ceptmg the fewy

"places named or deferibed in thefe aé’rs, are

“excluded from' the benefit of ufing and re- s
fining the valuable raw materlal of roci:-=

- Jalt.. , T g
At the fame tlme the exportatxon of rock- |
 falt to forezg;z countries, and to every partin,

Jre/mza’, is per mitted.

. cap. 6 fe& 17. ¢ It {hali .;
¢ be lawful for the Commiffioners of his
K Majefty’s duties on falt to licenfe any per=
¢ fons to make ufe of any ‘building  for

‘The reﬁnmg of rock falt bemg thus partl-— ~'

Bz L By
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3. 7d per chalder,
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By ftatute 9Ann, cap 23.{ect. 44 1t was

“ enaced, that during thirty-two years there
s fhould be. paid to her Majefty nine thil-

« Imgs for every ton of rock-falt puton board
¢ any fhip in Great Britain, and exported to
% Ireland, over and above the prefent duties

¢ to be -paid by the exporter upon entry out

- ¢ for exportation, to the officer of the port
< where fuch rock-falt fhall be put on beard

‘ before any cocket ﬂ1a11 be granted for the

L fame

Tt appears, alfo, that the dutles granted by
_thxs alt were made perpetual by a& g Geo. 1.

.cap. 7. but it is prefumed that the duty .of
nine  thillings per ton on rock-falt exported
10 Jreland has been repealed by fome fubfe-
quent flatute, as the fa& is, that the Irith
receive rock-falt from England duty ftee.

“Many places in. England and Scotland, be-

" fides being deprived of the benefit of rock-
~ falt, fuffer additional dlfadvantages in their

manufactary of falt from the high duties
they are obllged to pay upon coa/s carrzed

fcoq/z’wzzy;

Coals confumed in GreatBrltam and carrled

}coaﬂways paya dutyof 55 42.-.4 per chalder .

Coals i imported into the Port, of London pay

Coals

sl
~ Coals exported to foreign countries in Bri=
tith bottoms pay 8.2
ported in foreign bottoms pay 143 43 d. per
chalder,

But coafs eﬁported to. Irelzmd pay a duty |

only of s 1% d. per chalder.

“The confequence of thefe inequalities’ is,
‘that a great quantity of rock Jalt refined in

Treland, is finuggled from thence to the wefk

 coafts of England and Scotland, where, from
the fuperlor duties on coal carried coaﬁways, |
and from bemg denied the benefit of . the raw

matenal of rock falt, the falr trad r in falt

.-cannot poﬁibly afford falt near fo cheap, as it
can be had by means of the 1111c1t trade fromf o
Le}and |

Thefe obfervatxons are made, not thh a
view 10 fugge{’c any addltxonal duties on coal

exported to Ireland, or any reﬁrxé’uons upen
the exportation of Rock Salt, for the benefit
' of the mh'ﬂntants of that country; for, on the

contrary, the Author declares himfelf a ‘warm

friend to the ‘operation of every hberal princi-
ple in the arrangements between Great Brxtam;
and Ireland, and his perfuaﬁon is, that the

profpemty of the empire will beft be promoted

- by encouragmv the manufaGures and com-
‘merce of both countrxes, and by exc1t1ng a .
' | laudable

2 per. chalder, coals. eX~
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Jaudable emulation between them upon f’alr
| _gr@undq of competition. |
It is not the {fmallnefs of the duty pald by-
“the Irith for their coals 1mp01ted from: Bri-

tain, nor the benefit they enjoy from the im-
portation of Britifh Rock Salt, that the Au-

thor complains of ; but he complains that the

mhabuants of Great Britain fhould be {ub-

| Jei’ced to fuch a diftreffing duty on coals: car-
) ned coaftw ays, and that. they are fo much re-
. i’cn&ed and in many parts of this 1ﬂand totally
~excluded from the benefit of the raw material

of Rock Salt Wlthout wdhmg to Vary the

_beneﬁts whxeh ‘have been granted to Ireland,
he cannot help thmklng that the difadvan-

'tages to which the inhabitants of Great Brxtam

are fubjeCted, have been founded on bad po-

lxcy, and ought to be removed. -
If the: maxim in trade holds good, that

~the’ exportation of ‘a raw unmanufadured
'commodlty, which can be manufa&ured at
~home to advantage, ‘is improper, ‘the export-
‘ation of Rock Salt to forezgn Nations, ought
o ﬁrl&ly to be prohlblted and the falt trade with
‘the fifter kmgdom of Ireland ought to be fo
| arranged as to place the inhabitants of both
~ countries upon an equal footing, and to pre-
went that defiruftive trade of fmugglmg,
‘sgvhlch now euﬁs to an enarmous “extent,

from,

- Chefhire.

»

[7_]

from that country ito Great Brnam, and

which muft continue to ex1{’c while there are
fuch encouragements, or temptauons at leaft
for refining the Britith Rock Salt in Ireland,

and fmuggling it into the moft convenient
- parts of England and Scotland

The Author will now attempt to thew how
the falt manufadture of Great Britain ~may

be carned on to the greateft advantage ; how

the 1mportatxon of Foreign Salt for curing
- fith, and meat will be rendered unneceflary ;
~ and how falt from this kingdom may be ren-

dered a flaple article of export trade to Flan-
ders, Holland, part. of Germany, Prufi iay
Norway, Denmark, Sweden, and Ruffia.

| It has been obferved, that the manufa&ure

| of falt at.Shields, and on the eaft coaft of this
ifland, had decreafed ever fince the dlfcovery‘ E

‘and the working of the ftratum of rock-falt in

Trade will always go to thofe

| places where it can be carried on to the greateﬁ: ‘_

| It fhould be there principally =

- encouraged and  promoted, and not, from.

advantage.

motives of bad policy, laid under ,reﬂ;ramt

The. leglﬂature {hould in thefe refpe@s re-
gard the mtereﬂ of the whole, not of a part.
The proprietors of the rock-falt have reafon
 to ‘complain, that the fale: of it has been o

prohxbltcd to thofe places. where coals, are in
| abundance, B
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‘importation of rock-falt into Scotland.
meafure was promoted by Archlbald Duke of
‘Argyle; but it fe¢ms the proprxetors of falt-

[ 81
abundance and where it could be 1eﬁned to

dvantacre. : :
The author has been. 1nformed~that it was

propofed, about forty years ago, to allow the

workson the Forth ﬁo nified to the Duke, how
much it would (as they ‘thought) hurt theif

interefl: in confequence of which the 1dea was
' at that time laid afides R

~ Sea-water on the Frith of Forth yields, on
an average of the year, ‘3"5‘ f falt; 100 t,onsﬁ

'Eherefore, eontam R /,
, cwt, Qs Lbs

Tonsa ’
- Of flt o2 17 0 16
- Of water 97 2 .3 I3

A hundred tons of faturated folutlon of

rock falt in fea-water, contain . -
".l"one e, - Qis, AR

Of'falt, 23 e 1 . 20
- Of water- -"6 19 2 8§

"The improper expendnure of feweI in

;makmg fale from - fea-water, without the aid

of rock-falt, cannot be more fully thown than
by the above ftates. By the former, up-
wards of g7 tons of water. miuift be evaporated
- to procure 2 tons 17-cwt. of falt; equal .to
‘114 buthels; by the ‘latter 77 tons of water

o neaﬂy to obtam 23 tons, equal to 920 bufthels
: ~ . of

- That

{9 1

of falt; a quantlty (with 20 tons lefs evapm
ratlon) eight times greater than is. procured-

from fea-water.

From the above fa&q it may fafely be con--
cluded that, to procure the fame quanuty of

falt from fea—vvater as from falt brme, it Wﬂl
‘require eight times the fewel, and eight times

 the labour j—an obje& of lefs importance to
the falt manufa&urers, than to the country in

general, which ultimately pays, by an ad-

vanced price on falt, for the extra charge of o

manufatture.
The felling price of falt at leerpool and

on the Forth (exclufive of dutles) eonﬁrm}s |

what is above ﬁated

At vaerpool the beﬁ falt fells at . 8d.
Small fale 6d. '
On the F orth, the average prxce e 1 5d.

The expence of manufa&ure on the Forth

I’cands near 114 per bufhel; and the falt-

makers at leerpool who' ufe rock-falt, have

as much profit by felling thelr falt at 8d as
;hofe on the Forth at 1 54. - g
The heavy dutics already laid on thls ned

neﬂ'ary of life render it an obje& of moment

to the country in general, more efpecxally to
the poorer fort of people, that the cheapeft
mode of manufadture fhould be adopted The

| - C ~ import~

Per bufheL



[ 0]

- importation; therefore, of rock-falt, under certaiis
reftri@ions and regulations, thould be allowed
into all the ports of Great Britain where the

. manufadure of falt is carried on. - Objections
may be ﬁarted, ¢ That the revenue . would.

“ fuffer thereby, viz. Either by the rock-fal!:‘
¢ being made ufe of in its crude flate, or by
‘ the ﬁxong brine being carried away, or dxf-
« pofed of from the falt-works.’
 To the firft of thefe itis a fuﬂiment anfwer,
that rock-falt contains fo many impurities,

- particularly of a red clay or. earthy matter,

- that it could not 'be made ufe of for houfe-/
‘hold purp_ofes, or the falting of meat; and,
could it even be made ufe of, its colour, its
fize when whole, and its unformed grains or

particles when broken or pounded, will aﬁ"ord '

an eafy method of deteftion. -
The laft objeéhon, ¢ That falt brine would
¢ be fecreted or carried away from the works,”

militates equally againft the prefent mode of

- making falt from fea water; becaufe, in either

. cafe, falt muft be in a liquid ere it can bein a
 folid fate. As the law flands at prefent the

- penalty for d1fpoﬁnsr of, or t‘akmg away the

‘brine is very great, Befides, watchmen attend

the- falt-pans night and day 3 ‘and, if it Ihould
be thought farther ncceﬂ'a.ry, the pump that
: , . draws

[ 1o ]
draws up the brine from the refervoir or pit,
in which the falt rock is diffolved by the fea-
water, may;‘ be under the lock dnd key of the
{alt-officer, who fhall be obliged to attend
when the pans are filled. |
It having beenclearly proved that falt made

- from rock-falt can, at equal profits to the

maker, be afforded to be fold at half the prlce

of falt made from fea~water, it now remains =
 to thow, firft, how home-made falt can, at a
{mall expence, be purified, or. rendered of

equal or fuperior quality to bay or foreign
falt, for the purpofe of curing fith, and falt-
ing of meat and butter; 2dly, How fuch
purified falt can be made a ftaple artlcle of -

- trade and export from this klngdom

The method of purifying home-made falt
is fully explained in- the following letter, ad-
drefled by the Author to the Secretary of the
Royal Society of Scotland: But, prewous to

~ the infertion thereof, it will be proper to give

the fubftance of what Campbel] a prolix, but

‘well-mezning author, fays, in his Political

Survey, of the importance of the nlanufacoy |
ture and trade of falt to Great Britain. =
¢ Salts of all kinds are madein Brltam, and

! of fome fort or other in almoft every part of . .
¢ it, If we conﬁder the extenﬁve ufe of this

C g ~ ¢indif-
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¢ indifpenfable neceffary of life, we muftlook |
¢ upon the abundance of it in this kingdom, -

“to be a very great and extenfive blefling.
¢ From the immenfe and continual confump-

¢ tion of falt, we. may form fome idea of the -

¢ number of families maintained by the mak-

_ ¢ ing, tranfportmg, and vending of this va-
~ * luablearticle. The confumption within this -

‘laft century has increafed amazingly, and is

¢ ftill increafing, as manifeftly appears by the
. pubhcrevenuearlﬁngfromlt, which amounts
“at prefent in South Bntam to 7oc>,oool '

PCL‘ an aum.

¢ In 1670, in the lands of William Mad-
~ ¢ burry, Efq; of Madburry in Chefhire, was

¢ difcovered the ‘mine of rock-falt. There
‘ have been fince many more works wrought

by other"proprietors who have moft of

¢ them joined in company for that purpofe.

* < This rock-falt is fent to vaerpool and other
! places where, by bmhng 1t in fea-water, '
¢ they produce a fine white falt, which they
~ “can fometimes afford at twenty fhillings a

¢ ton, equal to fixpence per buthel, exclufive

¢ of the duty, : and ev:port it to the plantanons

© Noththﬂandmg our great plenty of falt,
“ we are obhged to ufe foreign falt for the

¢ ﬁﬂlerles. It is undoubtedly a wife policy
7 o S S ta

‘ L1
¢ to grant a drawback on the foreign falt em=

¢ ployed @ Bm‘, would it be a lefs wife policy
¢ to propofe a reward Jor making falt bere, as

¢ fig for curmg Jifb as forewn ﬁzlz‘ and at a

¢ moa’emz‘e p7 ice &

»Copy‘o‘f a Lefter from Lofd DUNDONALD #o

the Secretary of the Royal Soczez‘y of Scoz‘kmd ‘

‘SIR, :
¢ YOU will be fo good as to return my -

¢ thanks to the Royal Soc1ety for the honour ' .

¢ they have done me, in ele@ing me one of
¢ their number; and will likewife" pleafe to
¢ cbmmunicate to them the following account -
s of the method I have of late ufed with fuccefs,

¢ for freeing home-made falt from the large

¢ quantity of magnefia falita and magnefia vi-
¢ t_,criolata"v{rith which it abounds. - v
¢ The unfitnefs of home-made falt for the

- ¢ preferving of fith, meat, and butter, is fuf-
~ “ficiently known; and, by a variety of expe-

¢ riments I have made, it feems to be princi-
¢ pally owing to the feptxc power of the mag-
¢ nefia falita, | | |
¢ A method of puufymg common falt with~

¢ out diffolving it in water, and decompound-

~ ¢ ing the falts with earthy bafis, by a fixed

¢ a]kalme falt, has hitherto been a deﬁdera»
¢ tum,‘




* ¢and lofs of time.

[ 14 )
ﬁ,t‘am‘, and is an obje& of importance to the
¢ public in general, more efpecially to the
¢ curers of fith and meat. :

- ¢ The method already mentioned of dxﬂ'olv-. a
“ing in Water, &ec. &c. andafterwards boiling

¢ down and granulating the falt, could not,

< from the expence with which it is attended,
e be pradtifed in the large way. Befides,

¢ there would in the procefs be formed the

¢ followiﬁg falts, according to the alkali made
< ufe of, viz. If foflile alkali, a common fea-.
¢ falt and a Glauber falt; and, if vegetable

¢ alkah, a falt of Silvius and a vitriolated
¢ Tartar. The feparation of the falt of Sil-

| ‘vms from the common falt, if neceﬂ'ary, |
e could not be-made; that of the vitriolated
¢ Tartar, it is true, from its fmall folubility -
~ ¢in water, could more eafily be made ; but

¢ it would require the falt brine to be drawn
¢ off the fubfided cryfals of vitriolated Tar-

¢ tar, which 'would be attended with expence
The obje@ion to the
¢ other method of decompounding by foffile

¢ alkali is, that a propbrtion of Glauber falt

~ ¢ would be formed in place of the magnefia
¢ vitriolata decompounded, from which it

¢ would be no lefs difficult to free the fea-—

¢ falt than from the magneﬁa falita. Itis true,

¢ that

'[-'rs"v,]@

¢ that in this procefs a 'proportio‘n of feé-faft

¢ would be regenerated ; but each pound of -

< falt fo obtained (foffile alkali fuppofed at 36 7.
per ‘ton) would coft 2d. inftead of %d. the

¢ price (exclufive of the duty) that it may be
‘And, upon the

¢ purchafed for at prefent:
¢ whole, neither of thefe proceﬁ'es, 1ncludmo~‘

¢ the price of the alkalis ufed, could be done
- ¢ for lefs than 154d. per buthel, “equal to the

¢ original price of the falt. Every obje&iom
* however, to the proper purifying of falt,
s is removed by the followmg procefs

¢ Take a veflel, of a conical figure, witha
¢ hole in the apex or fmall end of it, put it

¢ neéar the fire, with the- bottem or bafe up-

¢ permoft ; or fix it in fuch a manner that it

¢ may be moderately heated by a ftove or ftew

¢ going round it; fill it with falt; take a

¢ twentieth part of the falt contained in the

¢ veflel, dlﬁolve it in its proper proportion |
¢ of 'water in an iron pan; let it boil, and -
¢ pour it, when hot, upon the furface of the

s falt in the conical veflel. The hot and fully

¢ faturated folutxon will dxifolve no more fea-
¢ falt, but will, as it defcends and fltrates

¢ through the falt in the veflel, liquify or

¢ diffolve the magnefia. fahta, and magnefia
¢ vxtnolata, whxch will dxop out at the aper-
- tw’e B
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 ture in  the fmall end of the conicai 've‘ﬁ’”éfa_

¢ After that the li(iuor has ceafed to drop;

¢ take out a twentieth part more of the falt
¢ contained in the veflel, diffolve it in water,
¢ proceed as aforefaid, pour it on the falt, and
¢ repeat the fame with frefh quantities of falt
¢ out of the veflel, until the remaining falt
¢ be of the required purity. Three walbings
¢ will render home-made falt equally pure as
¢ bay-falt. Each operation renders the falt
¢ 4% times purer than it was before. Its
¢ purity, throwing off the fmall fractional parts
¢ in each multiplication, will increafe in the
¢ following progreffion : R
 Firft operation = - = = 4.5
 Second ditto - = 20..
Thiddito. - - on

- Fourth ditto = =" . =«  410.

| Bifth dito - - 1845 %
F < The
-* Several perf'c;ns;lh.avé attempted to 'purify ﬁjﬂ"t;'i‘n‘ the method
here recommended ; but, from not attending to the principle upon

which the purification is effeted, bad not the fuccefs which they
expe&ted. The purification, or rather the feparation of falt, is’

effeCted upon this fimple principle : that fea-falt cryftallizes by

evaporation, or by the lofs, of the i'qperﬂqqusxwater, ‘and is not
- afterwards liquifiable by the heat applied ; whereas the magnefia -

. vitriolata cryftallizes by cold, or by the abftralion of heat, and
~will therefore liquify upon acquiring .of heat, ~This fhews
the neceffity that the brine, when poured upon the {falt,

be boiling hot, and that the falt, while dripping, be kept

at a heat at which the magnefia vitriolata does not .cryftallize.

o The

| B 2
¢ The fuperior quality of falt, thus freed from-
¢ the bitter naufeous falts, is no lefs obvious
¢ to the tafte than its effeéts are in {alting or
¢ preferving of fith, meat, ‘and butters of

‘¢ which I have fatisfied myfelf by a variety

¢ of experiments. Iam,

¢ SIR, &o
¢ P. 8. If a falt perfely pure is required,
¢ as all falt made by fire contains a {mall por~
¢ tion of uncombined magnefia, ‘the falt may
¢ be freed from it, by adding to the firft liquor
¢ that the falt is wathed with, as much ma-

¢ rine acid as will nentralife and diffolve the

¢ magnefia.’

The feparation of the magnefia falita, depends again upo? its
firong attraltion for water; for if the falt, fubmitted to purifica-
tion, be previoully well dried, the exficcated magnefia falita cons

taitied in i, will deprive the falt-brine, ot the folution ufed for
purifying the falt, of the water neceflary to keep the fea-falt con-

“tained in it in folution, will force the fea<falt to cryfallize in its
-paffage, ‘and the magnefia falita, thus diffolved, will drip or run

off along with the magnefia vitriolata. In purifying of falt at the
{alt works, there is no occafion for a fcrupulous adherence to the
dire@ions given of doing it in a veffel of a conical figure, orof
poiting the hot brine upon the top of the falt; for as the procefs is
neither more nor lefs than the wafhing of falt in a hot and pure
brine, it may either be done by pouring the brine upon the falt,
orby putting the falt into the hot brine, which laft method the
Author puts in praé’tice“ athis falt-works in the firlt purification 3

‘but the latt part of the procefs, inorder to fave a fuperfluous dife

folving of falt,” he recommends to be done in conical veflels of a
fize to contain 5o or more bufhels of falt at a time.

D / The
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‘The fimplicity of the procefs for purifying

.,falt here deferibed, and its cheapnefs, as it

can be done for lefs than 11d. per buthel,
wﬁl it 1s hoped recommend it to the atten-

~ tion of the legiflature, and the pra&ice of it
‘ought to be enforced by a& of parliament at

all the falt:works throughout Great Britain.

The propriety of fuch an a&t of the legiflature |
will not firike thofe who imagine the purity -

and quahty of falt of little moment, and who

. are unacquamted with the great quannty of

bittern or heterogeneous falts contained in it.

The common falt made at Shlelds, and on

the Frith of Forth, is found, by repeated
trials, on an average, to contain one-tenth
of its weight of thofe bitter putrefcible falts,
aiding inftead of preventing putrefa&mn

According to the above proportion, a bufhel
of falt.of 56 pounds, contains 52 pounds of
the falts already mentioned.

~ 'This plan of purifying common falt muft
be enforced by ac of parliament at all the falt-

, Works in Great Brltam, before it Would be

prudent to prohibit the Jimportation and ufe

of forelgn {alt ; becaufe, were it otherwife, and

the purifyng- of the falt left'in the choice of

the falt-makers, they niight be tempted. to
fave the fmall expence the procefs is ‘attended
» -  with,’

| [ 19 ]
with, to impofe on the Public, by fupplying-

the-curers of fith and meat with unpurified falt, -
who, from outward appearance, could not dif-

tinguifh the difference, and who might neither

know, nor give themfelves the trouble to put
the purity of the falt to the teft of an alkaline
{olution. Were the pralice here recom-
mended made general, there would be no com-
plaints of the rancid fmell and tafte of our
falted butter, nor in the nayy and merchant
{ervice, of tainted 1llccured ‘meat. -The

s ‘health of our feamen is, of itfelf, an obje& of

{ufficient importance to recommend what is

“here propofed to the ferious attention of go-

vernment. The Dutch have been long fa-
mous for curing fith, meat, and butter, better
than any nation in Europe, which, at the
fame time that the greateft cleanhnefs is ob-
ferved by them, is principally owing to the
fuperior quality of the falt they make ufe of, -
Beft Spanith or Portugal falt is, by them, not
thought fufficiently pure for many purpofes,
particularly for falting butter. It is, there-
fore, made to undergo a purification, Whlch
they ﬂudxouﬂy conceal, but which -
confift only in freeing falt from the 1mpu~
rities. Wlth which it is mixed.. ST O
D2 - Im
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In the hiftory of the French Academy of

Sciences, mention is made, ¢ That the Dutch

¢ ufe four whey in the purification or refining

¢ of falt, and that it is owing to this ‘method
¢ that they are famous for having the beft
¢ falted provifions in Europe.” o

- Notwithftanding fo refpeGable an autho—l
rity, there is reafon to believe that this is not

the method the Dutch ufe in purlfymg their

{alt ; for the butter, or oil, contained in the
whey, would hinder the cryﬂ:allnzauon of the

" falt, and the acid would join with the uncom~
‘bined magnefia, and form a deliquefcent falt,

from which it would be no lefs difficult ta
free the fea-falt than from thc bittern for=-

‘merly mentioned. R
The .means of purifying common falt.

havmg been fufficiently explained, it now re-

 mmains to thow how falt may be rendered an

article of export trade from this kingdom to
the northern nations of Furope, who draw
their prmc1pal fupply - of that article from
Spain, Portugal and Sardinia. French or

- Bay falt 15 reckoned inferior to the above,

and : as {uch is prohlblted by the Dutch to be
ufed in curing of herring, on penalty of for-,
fcmng the herrmg fo cuxed S

~ thigd of the homeward-hound freight,

[ 21 ] .
- What is here propofed will be beft fhown

by a comparanve ftate of the price of Spa-
nith and Brxtlfh fale dehvered at Copenu,

hagen. o
Spanifh falt, one ton equal to

4o bufhels - - ,{,' o 15 Q
Frelght and mfurance on dltto 2 0 o
Equal to 1s. 4—d per btheI vzv 150

| Brxtlfh reﬁned falt. o
One ton equal to 40 bufhels .

110 O
, Frelght, &c on dltto o 12 0
Equaltorzdperbufhel o 2‘2v0"

The laft mentioned frelght to Copenhagen

~will appear high rated, when it is confidered

that two-thirds of all the eaft country thips

go out in ballaft, making their freight upon
- their homeward bound voyage; and it is

not doubted, that veflels may be had to
freight at half the above fum, .choofing ra-
ther to accept of it than incur the expence

of going out in ballaft, So that, whatever
they get on an outward bound voyage, | how- N
- ever fmall, may be. deemed - as clear: gam, .

and, at fix fhillings per ton, is equal to one-

The
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The example given here of the frelght
and price of falt dehvered at Copenhagen,
will anfwer for any of the following ports,

viz. Gottenburgh, Chriftianftadt, Stock~
~ holm, Lubec, Dantzic, Memel nga, Peterf-

~ burgh, &c. -

- Wherte 1arge ‘quantities of Spamﬁ} and-
Portugal falt are 1mported from its f{upe-
rior quality, it fells at a hxgher rate than

- Britith unpunﬁed falt, which is found, at

home as well as abroad, unfit for the fithe-
ries, or for falting of meat. But, were it
purified, as propofed, its quahty -and colour,
independent of its low prxce, would give it

‘2 decided fuperiority over any foreign | falt in

thefe markets.

The Author hopes he has proved the three

propoﬁttons he fet out with: That falt may
be made one half cheaper from rock-falt
diffolved in fea-water, than from fea-water
~alone: That home falt may be made of equal
~ or fuperior purity to foreign falt 3

~And that
‘falt may become a -greal: article of export
trade from this kingdom. - o

" He is unconneéed with the proprxetors '»

of the rock-falt, and the manufac’,’curers of

h we{’c coaft. He is himfelf a con-""
falt on the fderable

L i
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- fiderable manufa&urer of falt on the eaft |
| coaft, and though the manufaé’turexs of falt

on that coaft have entertained apprehen-

 fions that their intereft would {uffer from the

1mportanon and ufe of rock-falt, yet the Au-
thor is fully convinced that there is no juft

foundation for thofe apprehenfions; and that,

on the contrary, their trade and pr ofits would
receive benefit, inftead of injury, from the
free importation and ufe of rock-falt.

" Independently of thefe conﬁderatlons, he

feels it to be the duty of every good fubje to
point out any means by which the pernicious
pradtice of fmugghng may be. fuppreﬁ'ed, and
the trade of Great Britain extended.

It is with this view, in partlculax, that the
author has fuggefted the improvements which
may be made in’ the mode of manufaé’curmg

'falt, and the inducements to thofe improve-

ments ; but he will now beg leave to fubmit

" to the pubhc confideration fome 1deas, and:

propohtxons of a different nature, which could

‘not fail to produce an extenfion of the trade
of Great Britain, and the mfalhble extin&ion

of the fmuggling trade in the article of

falt, and he hopes to be able to thew, that
the innovation to be propofed, would be at-

tended Wlth much real beneﬁt and conve-

. mence '
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nience to the fubjecs of this kmgdom 5 and;
at the fame time, without any poffible pre«
Judlce to the 1nteref’cs of the pubhc reveriue.

Plzm Sor abol; /}amg the pre/ém‘ Dutze.s‘ and
Reftrictions on the Manufacture of Salt, and
or JSubflituting other Duties lefs 6urt/ycn-s
- fome to the Subjects, more beneficial to the

- Revenue, and betier quali ified o pramote
z‘lae Trade of Great Br ztazn

The grofs nommal amount of th= dutles on -
falt extends to many hundred thoufand pounds
annually, but the net. produce to the reve-
" nues of the public, after deducting the charges
- of ‘management, ‘drawbacks and bounties,

does not amount to one-thxrd of the nominal

| defcrlptton of the annual duties on falt.

For fhewing the grofs receipt of the annual

~duties upon falt in England, the amount of

the dravvbacks, bounties, and dtfcounts, the
grofe produce after thefe -deductions, the
charges of management, and the femaining

‘net produce ; the Author has had recourfe to
' the reports of the Commtﬂioners of Accounts, -

“as the accuracy and authentlcxty of the cal-

culations and facs reported by thefe gentlemen |
e ';s untverfally adnutted

Remains net pfodu(:e, | | £ '245_6,21'3“ 7 2

~ The
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" The branch of the revenue arxﬁng from
falt, together with many other branches of

the public revenue, came undér the conﬁder-
ation of the commlﬂioners of the public ac+
'_counts in the. year I 780 and mention is made
of it in their fecond Report, which is dated

31t ]anuary 1781, 'To that Report there is
fubjomed, in an Appendix, No. 28, the fol-
lowing account, relating to the grofs and net

produce of the falt duties for the year 1776 |

viz.

AGrofsk 1ece1pts for the year Z Y d =
895,489 8 ]IT

Sx776, - =
To be dedu@ted drawbacks,
bounues, and dlfcount 622,865 6 93

=

~ Grofs produceremalnmg, £ 272, 624. 2 9

Deduct chaxges of ma-" L g
nagement, = - 26,410 15 7

)

Though the preceding Repmt'wns ma’de"
by the commiffioners of accounts in the

 month of ]anuary 1781, they had ot then
been able to get an account of the grofs and ) |
" net produce of the falt down to any later: pe-a S
nod than the year 1776'; nexther ‘has the
| E | Author
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Author of thefe fheets been able to get, for
any later period, an account of the grofs re-

- cepts of the falt duties, and of the fum paid

for bounues, drawbacks, &c. but he has learnt
" that there was given in to Parliament, up-
‘on the 2d of February laft, 1785, an account
of the net produce of all the taxes, from Mi-

| chaelmas 1783, to Michaelmas 1784, in which
the net produce of the falt duties was ftated

thus

| l . d

Salt, 5th Aprll 1759, 221,363 12§

Ditto, 10oth May 1780, 55,340 14 Sf

Ditto, 22d June 1782, 56,031 9 63

L 332,735 = 5

This lucdreafed“ ;;)roduce of 'fhe falt revenue,

'was owing to additional - dutles which had
_ been impofed -on that artxcle in the years
1780 and 1782, -

It is prefumable, however, that the pro- -

portions between the grofs and net produce
for the year, from Michaelmas 1783 to Mi-

chaelmas 1784, would not differ very widely

from'.the proportions of thefe in the year

17765 and therefore the Author may be al- -
lowed to argue from the flatements’ of the -
\ : ) year
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'jfear 1770, made up by the commiﬁioners

~of accounts, as affording fufficient materials

for the obfervations and reafomngs in the
fubfequent part of this enquiry : \
It appears from the flatement of the year
1776, that while the grofs receipts from the
falt duties were 895,489/, 8s. 114, there
remained for the ufe of the Public, of net
produce, only 246,213 75, 2d. 'The dif-

o ~ ference therefore amounting to 649,27_61 IS

9d. was confumed by drawbacks, bountics, |
difcounts and charges of management.
‘There.is reafon hkevvxfe to believe, that the
amount of articles falling under that defcrip-~
tion in the year, ending - Michaelmas- 1784,
exceeded 700,000/, while the public revenue

" was beneﬁted only to the extent of 332,7331 |

165, 8(1’

The prefent rnode of colle&mg a revenue
from falt is liable to various objeftions:

- aft, Wlthout producmg adequate benefits to

the public revenue, it is burthenfome to the
manufa@urer and trader, both from the ex=
tent of thofe duties which muft be paid in

money, and of thofe for which bond muft be

granted, likewife from the various reftritions

~in the progrefs and fale of the: commodity,
as Well as from the attendance requlﬁte for

E 2 S fatis=
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Mfatisfying the different forms required by law
for intitling to drawbacks, bounties, dif-
counts, &Jc. :

Cadly, It is expenﬁve in the collecftlon for
'whxle the duties on falt remain, there mu&
‘neceflarily be a great number of falt officers
employed to. make effetual that revenue, and
to guald againft the various frauds to which

it is liable, in d1ffe1ent fiages of the manufac-

- tory, as well as in the claims f01 dxawbacks,
bounues, and difcounts.

3dly, Suppofing all the falt ofﬁcers in the

' kmgdom to be very attentive to their duty,

_which is perhaps more than can be expetted

© from great numbers of perfons where much

wvigilance is requifite, - ‘without . correfpondlng

benefit to the officer ; flill, from the nature of .

the commodxty and the manufafure, and
from the modes of a(certammg the duties,
drawbacks, and bounties, it is liable to many
impofitions and abufes ; and experience proves
that great quantities of falt, without paying
“any duties at all, can be eafily fmuggled from
Ireland to the weft coaft of Great Britain, to

B the great pre]udice of the falr trader, as We}l |

- as of the public revenue.
_ Such are the effe@s of the prefent fyﬁem of

falt duties, and of the laws made on that fub-

30&3
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Jeé’c, which, when ferlouﬂy conﬁdexed call |
‘Joudly for redrefs. ' \

~All thefe mifchiefs would be prevented
and, at the fame time, many advantares, in
other refpe&s, ‘would be acquired by abolﬁy
ing the duties on Jalt, leaving that manufac-
ture perfe&ly free from all obﬁacles,’ and
allowing falt to be tranfported coaf’cways to -
whatever ﬁtuatmn might be found moﬁ_

- proper.

Ttis underﬂood however, ‘that the pubhc

‘revenue mu{’t not fuffer from this innovation;

and therefore, whatever fum ‘has hitherto

,been made effe@ual, during any one year,

to the public revenue of this country, from

the produce of the falt duties, that {um, at
" leaft, muft continue to be levied from the
»fubJe@c under {ome other denommatxon, and

upon fome other article of ufe or confump-
tion, fuch as may be beft fuited for a juft
and equal dxﬁnbutxon of it amongft the inha-~
bitants of the country; all of whom have
hitherto, in a greater or lefler degree, contrx-
buted to the duties on falt.

The Author is well aware of the pre_]udxces
in favour of old eftablithments in matters of
revenue; and that the difficulties of -inno-~

, va,txon are encreafed Where the interefts of

fome

[NSUS—— =
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{fome individuals ‘may poflibly be affected by

the change propofed. But the experiment
lately made; of a material alteration in one

| branch of the Revenue, and the good confe-

quences of that alteratmn, muft ferve to di-
minith the prejudlces which at-other times
might have been entertained agamf’c {pécu-
lanons and experiments of this fort.

The late law for lowering the dutles of tea, :
was made with the evident hazard, or rather o

the certain knowledge, that a great deﬁc1ency
would thence arife in the amount of the du-
ties whxch Govemment had been accuftomed

to recelve from the artxcle of tea; but to fup ,

. ply that deﬁc1ency, it was judged proper to
{ubftitute ‘an " additional duty on windows;
- and it was argued upon that occafion, that
as the ufe of tea was become alumoft a neceffary
of I ife.in this ifland, every family would re-
ceive benefit from the diminithed duties on

~tea, which would compenfate at leaft to a .

certain extent the additional dutxes pald by
~ them on wmdow hghts. o

The fyﬁem thus adopted, whether it pafs
under the name of a commutation plan, or by
whatever other name it may be defcribed,
has been produéhve of oné very important.
heneﬁt 106} Great Brltam ﬁnce 1t has had
the

[ 3t 1]
the effe& of gwmg a rapld and fevere blow
to the illicit trade of fwuggling teas ;—

~ atrade which, while it drained the country
ofa great fhare of its wealth, thus transferred
to foreign {mugglers, ferved alfo as an en-

couragement to thefe foreigners to fuck the
vitals of this country, by other articles of

illicit trade, the bafis or. beft mgrechent of
‘which was the article of teas, a commodity of
great value, but of fmall bulk.

At the fame time, the community at large
has derived a real benefit from the diminution

upon the pr1ce of teas of all defcrlptlons. With=

out entering into a minute difquifition, whe-
ther the benefits accruing to families or to
md1v1duals, from the diminifhed prices’ of

tea, have, upon an average, been commen=

fuiate with the additional burthen from the

tax upon windows, it is fufficient to fay, that

in the clafles of thofe who have been fubjeét-
ed to the additional tax on wmdows, there

will be found very few families in the king-
‘dom who have not found fome benefit at leaft
from the diminifhed prices of tea, excepting
thofe Who, before pafling that a&;, confumed :
. only the tea which was fold, ‘without paymg
s any part of the duties Juﬂly due to the Public,

and |
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and to that clafs of confumers, in this quefe»
tion, there is little or no attention due.

What has happened in the confequences of -

this commutation att refpeé‘tmo tea, will ferve
as the beft illuftration in whatis now propofed
with regard to falt,
~ In the commutation of the dutles upon Jfalt,
as in that of the duties upon tea, one great
_ object will be the Suppreffion of Sinuggling,
and - the propofed commutation . refpeéting
falt will enjoy fome advantages over ‘that
which related to tea in the following refpe&s,
~ In the firft place, it is to be remembered,
that in the experiment about the tea, where the
duties were. 70f abolzjbed but only lowered,
- fome doubts were on that account entertained,
' whether the meafure would be effetual for

the Sfuppreffion of the fmugglmg of tea; but

there can be no doubt of the fuppreflion of |

the fmugglng i ade in falt, if the plan pro-

| pofed is adopted, as that plan goes to the total
“abolstion of the duties on falt. |

2dly, The commutation law refpe&mg tea

¢ould not produce any- faving to the Public in

~ the mode of colleting the duties, as the fame

eﬁabhfhment of cuftom-houfe and other of-

ﬁcers was nece{Tary for colleting the Jowered

4 | o duties
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duities, as ‘what were reqmred for the hlghét’

dutlcs,_ ‘But where the plan’is to aboh{h all
duties “on falt, dn evident and certam favmg
will arife to the Public, by rendermg the pre-
fent e\tenﬁve ef’cabhfhment for the colleé’uon

and’ manaoement of the falt xevenues unne-f

ceflary.

3dly, In the fubf’utunon of the addmonal

tax on window llgh*s for fupplying the defi-
~ ciencies arifing from the ditminifhed duties on
tea, it was aflumed as a prmc1ple, that tea
was now fo generally ufed -in -this ifland; as
to have become almoft a neceffary of life.

- One  of the great obje@ions, - hovvever,
which has been been ‘made’ againft that tax
13, ‘that it falls unequally; that the ufe of tea

is not fo general over the kingdom as was
‘pxetended and’ that a great number of the

fubje@s are made liable to the new tax on’

- windows; without receiving any beneﬁt at aﬂ
~from the dlmlmihed duties on tea.

~ ‘What is now propofed with regard to the |

e

commutation of * the falt duties will be - to= )

tally. free from thefe objeé’[nons ; fotit cannof

~be. demed that falt:is a necg[my gf]fe, and
~that i in a- greater or: leffer degree It 18- con»« &

fumed. by every family, and:eveiy 1nd1v1dual
in the kmgdoxm ; Therefere, whien the pnce
i F S of
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of falt i 1is Iowered by tbe :abolition of the du-~
tles, and al['o by the' encreafed numbers of
falt works, and the competition amongft them,
which thl be a confequence of that meafure,
there can be'no room for. dtfpute that every
famlly and every . 1nd1v1dua1 in the kmgdom

will receive benefit in proportton to the quan-
txty confumed by him. . - -

For the eﬁabhﬂnng therefore a commuteztzcm |

tax jbr jéz/z‘ founded on juft and"folid-prin=

mples, ‘there: feem to be, only - two- things

' that an eftimate
~ thould -be. made Wlth as much accuracy ' as

requlﬁte.-—-The ﬁrﬁ

poﬂible of the quantity of {falt ‘confumed
upon an average by..every fannly or every
individual in. the kmgdom, and .that being
afcertained, it will then- be- felf~ev1dent ‘how
much. each, famtly or individual will- gain

at_the fame rate .of confumptlon from - the

abohtlon of -the. dutzes on - falty- which- at-pre~

fent conﬁltute fo matenal a part of the pr1ce :

of that commodlty

The fecond 1equ1ﬁte is, that for compen.—:

,fatmg to, the public revenue the: deﬁc1ency'

amﬁng from the .abolition :of the: duties “on"

al, | fome other tax thould be fubftituted, which -
may,- Wlth  Certaintyy: produce to' the spablici
,revenuena fum. fully equal to" the prodtiee 2

- Lo of
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of the falt dutles,, ,and\, at the fame t1me-;.‘
may be. fo equxtably dtﬂrxbuted amongﬂ: ithe:
. dlfferent claffes of the fubjeé’ts of this ifland,.

as to correfpond to the benefits Whlch they._;

will derive from the abohuon.of,_thevduttes
upon falt [ o N

‘For: attatmng the objeé’t of the ﬁrf’t branchi
offthe;;enqmneas«‘above_ fuggefted; it will.be- |
neceflary todrawour information from France;-
becaufe ‘it is- the country where every thing’ .

re]atmg to  the -confumption- of:: falt, -and -

the revenue thence arifling to the Pablic; has-
been. 1nveﬁ1gated with the greateft precifion; -

: there 5. the gabelle, or the. duties on falt,. form

a mo{’t eﬂenttal part of the revenue 5 and as-:
that mode of taxation has been longer eﬁa«;g
bhfhed in France than in any other. part of-

ever fince the year 1342, fo the attention and

experience of . ages have brought that branch

T*‘urope, havmg been adopted 1n. that country

of revenue .in France to. a {cience,: founded.t

~on more accurate calculatlons than in any‘ =
~ other country o

Evely perfon tbexefore who wifhes to- ac="

quire juft ideas and information with regard"'
“to the: c1rcum{’cances attending a tax upon; N
{alt ; 5 ‘the extent and confequences of a reve-
nue demved from that fource; and the pro-
Fg portxons,

—W‘-"!? ’
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. ‘mformed “perfons

" in- Great Brltaln. :
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portions of that tax pald by each famxly or
individual of the commumty, ‘will be ‘moft

‘hkely to -attain his obJe& by’ pexuﬁng the
“works of the bcﬂ Erench authora on. thcfa

fubjects, = |

“There: are ‘evident reafon,s, Why the calw
culations on thefe fubje@c made by Well
in * France, " ‘muft be
more accurate than any ﬁmﬂax calenlations
~For-in moft parts of
Francé, - the king has an- exclzy' 1ve right of
fupplymg the. mbabxtants of the country with'

~that neceﬂ'aly of” life; ;- therefore, the books

kept by the r¢venue officers, and the various

“cheques upon that branch; afford an'accurate’
.knowledge of the quantlty of falt confumed

by each. province; and as it has been a very
meritorious objet ‘of attention in the French
government to acquire an accurate-knowledge
of the papzda;zmz of France, fo the' numbers

~of inhabitants in each province' have been

afcertained with more precifion than in Great
Britain, or any other European flate; and

~from this knowledge of the number of inha-

bitants, and of the quantity of falt confumed

in each province, it has been more pracli- -
. cable in. that coumry, than in any other,
" to make an_average eftimate of the quantxty

@f falt confumed by each md'vxdual in the
S dlfFerent
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different provinces, as well as of the general
“confumption of the whole kingdom. '

Tt appears from the Compz‘e rendu au’ roi,
j)zzr M. Necker, directeur génér al de ﬁnafzce.f
in the month of January 1781,

produce of the duties .-on falt, - ové’r"fhe

kingdom of France, y1e]ded at that time -

the net Sum of §4.millions of livres ernch
which is equal to 2,362,500/, ﬁerlmg

In a later pubhcatlon of the fame re{pe&-
able Author, entitled,  De £ Admin; /fmz‘zon des
< Finances de la Frﬂizce - publithed in the

year 1784? he mentions, that at that time the

king received at leaft 60 millions of livres

from the gal»e/le, or the revenue on falt; com-
prehendmg therein a late additional- duty on
that article fince the Year 1781 ; of ‘which
fum he remarLs, that 40 millions and up-
wards was pald from the provinces. of the

. gmndes gabelles, /Wthh ‘he reckoned equal
the ngdom of

to about

't _one- thll‘d of
I‘rance. N '

Sxxty m1111ons of F rench hvres, is two mzl-_
Jions Six bzmdrm’ ‘and 1wenty-five tbauf(md A
" pozma’.r ﬂer]mg money ;—this-is a prodigious
‘revenue raifed upon one article of confump-
tion. -m-Mx. Nec&er acknowledges, that the .
rmbel/c is one of the moft produé‘uve fources

of rcvenuc that 18 known in France«—sAt the

that the

s s o b
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fame time’ he has, ‘with great’ good fenfe and . Afier having flated to his. méjéﬁy the:hard-
humanity,. pointed out' the 'feverities, hard- {hlps and in€qualities which - now -exift: fiom
| fhips, and inconveniencies, which attend that tax, he. expreﬂ'es himfelf thus: =

i “this mode of levymg money from the fub-‘ |

i \ Jﬁ&s- ; : i S -

i . In h1s Compz‘c Rma’u, addreﬁ"ed to the king
of F1ance, he exprefles himfelf thus: ¢ Un
L sfcrt umverfel s’éleve, pour ainfi dire, contre.
¢ cet 1mp0t, -en méme ‘temps, qu il eft un des
g plus confidérables revcﬁus de votre roy-
. ‘faume. - . : :

<« Il n’y auroit, Sire, que deux moyens de

« remedler aux inconvéniens dont je viens de

¢ rendre compte 3 votre. ma]eﬁe—L’abaln‘wn -

< de tout inpot fur la gabelle, en le rempla-

K cant par quelque autre: ou une modxﬁca—
“ tion falutaire de ce méme: nnpot. :

% Le remplczcement parazt di ﬁczlg quand on.
_ | ' PR ' < obferve que cet 1mp0t procure aé‘cuellement
| «ql fufﬁt de Jetter Ies yeu*< fur la carte des a votre majeﬂe un’ revenu net de cmquante
o gabelles, pour CoTncevoit™ rapldement pour-—b L e quatre mﬂlxons, &c, R R
i 3 qum ‘cet 1mpotdano fon €tat actuel, prefentd

"¢ des inconvéniens,’ et pourquoi, ‘dans’ quel-‘ T tendue aé’cpelle des 1mpots, et en memc
i ¢ ques- partles du royaume, on doxt 1’avo1r mv o : T tefnps les befoms extraordmalres aux-
" “ porrewr quels une grande puxﬁ'ance eft expofee,
From the wholé' tenor of Mr. Necker s“- * on ne penfera pas, qu ’il conyienne & votre
};ﬁ; writings ot the fubjec’ of the gaéelle, it is L e ajeﬁe de’ ﬁtpprzmer, en entier, la gczbelle"

I eafy 'to perceive, that the bias'of his opmioﬁ ‘¢ pour_ajouter aux- autres 1mpots un POldS |
« immenfe de 54 mllhons. o ‘

< Je crois donc, | que i lon conﬁduré é-

T T

| and’ mclmanons would have led Kim to recom-a '
mend to his majeﬁy the total abolition of the
_ gabelle, or the revenide from “filt, “were 1t not‘
" on account+of the dlﬁiculty of finding afiy’
 commutation tax {uflicient” to. replace o ﬁhe": Ao O t i 1f AT
I public revenue’ fo very‘ldrge‘’a fum as that;'_ b ;“'f n aj?u el;;lt Pff; -8 reé Q}“ autiencore)
whmh i France fa‘rlfes from' the faltg | . . ; .propofer . &'étéindre.; -abfelument.« 'impot:
ALl e s After.‘ | “.des gab,clle.,s. j‘en cazzwem/raz faczl‘c:me;zz‘x. |
| B ' . “ mais

"To the fam'e purpofe Mr. Neckeryexpre{Tes H
'hlmfeif in hxs laﬂ: pubhcanon, that of the,_

yea_r 1 784+

(“'_, \Zu
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“ inais j’ai déja montré que c’étoit A des pro-
¢ jets proportionnés aux circonftances, et aux

«“ befoins de Petat,: qu’il falloit necéflairement

“fe borner,}ﬁ Yon vouloit. 1nd1quer des

L 1de€8 fufceptxbles & exécution.”..

 Thefe extra&s from the writings of a very
able and refpeé‘table., minifter of the finances
in- France, -clearly ‘indicate his fentiments

about the abolition of the falt duties, and that

he was reftrained only by the difficulty of re-
placing fuch an immenfe revenue as that
which arofe from thefe duties; hence it may
fairly be argued “that if the produce of the

{alt revenue in France, m{’cead of bemg near
three mllhons ﬁerhng, had been only between,
three and four hundred thoufand pounds, as.
in. Enoland ‘the French mmlﬂer of ﬁoance,
vvould have had no heﬁtatlon in abohfhmgx
f that tax entxrely, and fubf’ututmg another in
| 1ts place. : | |
“This mference w111 perhaps be demed by
“thofe who fuppofe that the grievance in -this
‘miatter in France arlfes folely from the great :
. extentof the revenue, ‘drawn from the artlcle A
of falt, and who may therefore, with" fome "
appearance of : reafon ‘maintaini, that if " the

produceiof thatrevenue had béen-a moderate, -
neither: Mr."

inftead-'of “an’ exorbitant *fim, -
Lant T Necker,

‘» place.
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.Necker, nor - any other mmlﬁer of ﬁnance,

would, in that cafe, have , entertained a

»thought of aboh[hmg the falt duties;, or

of fubﬂltutmg other dutles cin thelr

But- the pa{Tages w‘mch havo been hte-
rally copied from Mr. Necker’s writings,
clearly fhew, that the largenefs of the re-
venue, arifing from the duties -on -falt, and
the difficulty of fupplymg thefe by a commu-

‘tation tax, were the prmelpal if not the. only
reafons agamﬁ his trying that experlment._ |
: Thls amounts toa declaratlon, that his oplmon
B ‘WOlﬂd have been for abolifhing thé falt du-
ties altogether and for fubftituting others in
their place, if the revenue from falt had been-"

" much fmaﬂer than it 1s,

This is further confir med by other paﬂ"acres
in Mr. Necker’s writings, for he admits the
objeé’uons to the 7 znczple of the falt tax in
varlous refpe&s, o : |

_ If’c That the revenue fronn falt cannot be

made effecf’cual Wl[hOUt mcurrmg great

"\‘charges in the ex.pences of collettion and

management, ‘and in fupporting an eftablith-

ment of. thoufands of perfons employed for
guardmg agalnﬁ the Varxous frauds pxaﬂxfed |
G ‘

for
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for evadmg the payment of the kmgs

dutles. ,

2dly, That the tax itfelf i is in many parts _’

of France, particularly in the Pm’:a’e gmndes
~ gabelles, oppreﬁive, from raifing to fuch a
* height the price of this neceffary of life, and
_ that thé oppreflion is the more felt, from
the inequality of their fituation, compared

‘with that of the inhabitants of other pro-

vinces, where the duues upon falt are morc
moderate.. o

3dly, That thefe dutles on falt have glven;}

nfe to a great deal of zllzczz‘ tmde in the
fmugglmg of that commodity, from the pro-

vinces where it-is cheap, to thofe where it

- is dearer, and by that means both defraudmg

the revenue, and corruptmg the morals of the

people.,

“On the fubje& of thxs Taft arncle IVIro -
Necker has ftated, that every year, on an .

average,’ 1100 horfes, and about 5o carts

or Waggono, are feized, either on' the hlgh’

roads or in the paﬂ'ages from one provmcc
to another, while employed in the contra-
~ band frade of falt.  He further flates, that
.the number of perfons annually detected and
felzcd on the high roads and paﬁages, while

fo_n

i)
)
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{o employed amounts to above 10,000 per=
fons, men, women, and children; that the

'number of men fent annually to the gallies

for the contraband trade of falt and tobacco

- exceeds 3003 that the conftant .and -ufual

number of perfons in prifon for thefe of=

fences, is from 1700 to 18003 and that thc 4

fmugglmg of falt occafions annually, upon

‘an average, 3700 {feizures in the houfes of ‘
‘perfons gullty of that offence.

‘That one of Mr. Necker’s pr1nc1pal objec-e
tions to the gaéel/e was founded on the en<
couragement it gave to the fmugglzng trade
and on his opinion of the train of perni-
cicus confequences thence arifing, is evident

~ from one part of his' Addrefs to the King of
France in the Campz‘e Rendu; where he ex-

preffes himfelf in ftrong and pathetic terma,i t
{fuch as deferve to be recorded : S

¢« Des milliers d’ hommes far's cefle attlreS\
¢ par Pappit d’un gain facile, fe livrent cone
¢ tinuellement 2 un commerce contraire aux
“loix l’agrlculture eft abandonnee, pour

- ¢ fuivre une carri€re qui promet de plus

s grands & de plus ; prompts avantages, les
“ enfans fe forment de bonne heure, & fous
o lesyeu:g,de leurs parens, a l’oubli de leurs
* devoirs, & il fe prepare amﬁ par le feul
R Gga ¥ effér
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“ effét d’une combinaifon -fifcale, une géné-
« ration d’hommes dépravés: on ne fauroit
¢ ¢yaluer le mal qui dérive de cette école
“ Q’immoralité; le peuple, cette clafle nom-

¢ breufe de vos fujets, qui par leur peu de

“ fortune, font dénuds des fecours de P’edu-

« c'a,tion, ne font contenus dans le devoir, que .

“ par des refforts fimples, & qu’i tiennent a
,“ la religion; & du moment qu’ils les ont

“ rompus, on ne fait, ot peut les conduire

e l’mteret, ou loccaﬁon.

Tt is a matter of interefting cuuoﬁty, and

perhaps of real utility likewife, in queftions.
of revenue, and on political fubjeés, to trace.

the fentiments ofa perfon fo eminent, and fo
‘ablea financier; but the more immediate view
“Wlth which the Author had recour"e to the
writings of Mr. Necker, remains now to bg
. ﬁated '

Tt appears that M/ Neckerg Whﬂe at the
head of .the finances, had beftowed infinite
pains for enabling himfelf to form a ]uﬁ:
eftimate of the population of France in all
its dlrrerent ‘provinces, and of the quantity

of taxes payable by each provmce, 2nd even

. by each. individual fubje upon an average.

" The obje& of his refbarches was laudable,
and his wrxtlnga on thcfe fubje@s, afford,
‘ i | | pcrhapsa
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perhaps, the beft ma*erlals that are any Where
to be met with. o :

In his laft pubhcatlon of the year I ,84 he

has d1v1ded the kingdom of France into fix
great 'divifions, correfpondmg to the different
rates of the gabelle, or falt tax, which take
place in thefe different parts of France. Fhen
he thews the number of inhabitants in each
divifion, the quantuy of falt confumed by

them, the price of falt in each diftri&, and -
the average quantity confumed by each indi-

vidual, reckoning at a certain rate per head
for perfons of either fex and of all ages. = -

" The whole of thefe e{’nmates, fo full of
ufeful information, have been drawn up with
great clearnefs and precifion ; and Mr. Necker
has accompamed that information with a good
deal of detail, {hewmg the groundson which
his calculatlons were formed. The followmg
thort Abfira&, compofed frorn the. materials

afforded by Mr. Necker, may ferve, however,

to give, at one view, a general idea of the re-
{ult of his refearches, in fo far as relates to

"the papulafzon of I‘rance, and tbc confumpc
tion of fa,lt. B '

ABSTRACT.
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lating

quintal of falt,

~ Price in each of the

33L. 10 Sous.
21 L. 10 Sous,

830,000 from 6 to 12 Livres.
16 Livres.

gations re
62 Livres.

y of quintals’

830,co0from 2 to g Livres.

falt confumed in
~ each divifion,
‘ 760,000
- 640,000
275,000
115,000 .

- Quantit

- of

Num"luér of -
_Inhabitar‘ts. :
43625:00;0 .
4,73Q3000' |
585,000

4,600,000
'1,960,0c0

24,800,000 3,45_0,000‘

=

to the Salt ‘D‘zzz“z'e': in Fronce.

LY

imées

A

Divifions of France.
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Mr. Necker, at the fame time, has given
- the average quantity of falt confumed by
each individual, comprehendmg men, wo '

- men, and children in each of the fix di-
vifions above mentioned ; - from which it
‘appears, as- might naturally be expetted,
that where the falt is deareft, there the
~quantity confumed by each individual is the
fmalleft ; and that the largeft quantities are in
- general confumed where thc pnce is lowe{’c |
Thus, SR

Average cona

Dmﬁons as before, ; Price per quintal. ' fumption by
‘ E L ©. each perfon,.

Les Provinces de Grandes Lo
Gabelles - § - 62 Livres. -

93 Ib.

Le;eizcs)v. ,, de; pegfes nGa-} 33 10 Sous 11l
Les Prov. de Salmes - ':-  21 10 Sous. 14 1b.
Les Prov. Redimées - from 6to 12 Liv. 18 1Ib.

Les Prov. Franches - - from 2to g Liv. 18]b.
~Le Pays de Quart Bouillion - = 16 Livres., 191 Ib.

Thefe materials, colle@ed with fo milch
much care by ene who had fo good opportu-
nities of knowledge, muft affift us greatly in -
forming an eflimate of the quanttty of falt
that may be allotted for the confumpuon of

- | each 1'1d1v1dual in England

NB A’quintal‘of falt is equal to 100 porundswe'ight French, ‘which is 'equal

ABSTRACT, fewing the Refult of Mr. NECKER’s Tnugfs
20 108 pounds Englith weight.

Les Provinces de Grandes Gabelles 8,300,000

Les Provinces de Petites Gabelles

Les Provinces de Salines

Les Provinces Réd
Les Provinces Franches

~ Lies Pays de Quart Bouillion -

It appears that in fome parts ‘of France,'
:wherc ‘the price’ of -falt. was-at a moderat’e
rate,. the allowance to each- 1nd1v1dual was
’xS pounds of falt;- and Mr. ‘Necker obferves,
‘ that,

e s s
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that, -in ‘a cdnﬁderabl'e‘:‘palt't ‘of ‘Normandyy |

which compoles the Pays de Quart Bouillion,
the diftribution of the falt in the greateft part

‘of the parifhes there, was made at.the rate
‘of 25 pounds weight of falt to every perfon
above the age of ‘eight years; but, from efti~

 mating the total number of inhabitants in ’

that part of Normandy, and the total quan-

' »utity-bf falt fold there, he affumed Igf.poxund’;s

weight falt, as the average confumption. per

head of perfons of all ages in the Pays de
: -@JlﬂﬁfBOuivllz'm; T 3

- From all thefe pi‘emifes' it is .réafo_nablé‘tc‘i

infer, that-as the price of falt in Great Bri-
tain is every where lower -than in Francej

and as there is reafon alfo to believe, that the

~ Englith ufe more animal food, - and_cc_m{eg
~.quently ponfume more falt than the French,
it may be reckoned a fair eftimate, to allot for
the confumption of each individual in England
‘25 Englifh pounds weight of falt, which is

little more than 23 French pounds weight.

" The caleulation then adapted to England
~will ftand thd?‘;:@ ~ e

“Suppofing only fix mﬂhons of infhaibiitant:vs,

_men, women, and children, England and
Wales, and allotting 25 pounds of falt to each

sndividual, the total quantity confumed would

_at

at £6 pounds per bufhel; amountsto 2,678,571
 The amount. of the old duties upon falt
confumed in England was 3 5. 4 4. per buthel,

to which there was added, in' the year 1780, -
one additional duty of ten pence, and in the

year 1782, aniother additional duty of ten'

pence per bufhel 5 making thus, in all, the
prefent duties on falt. in England, five thil-
lings per bufhel.” Therefore the amount of
the king’s duties on the above quantity . of
2,678,571 bufhels, Thould be 669,642 1. 15 5.
erling.. v | SR
- If thefe premifes" are Weﬂfo;,inded,' the falt
duties, at prefent eftablifhed in England, ought
to produce to .the public revenue the above
fum, dedu@ing from it only the Expences of

colle&tion and management. - o

It has already been fhewn, that according
to the report of the. commiflioners- of - ac-

‘counts, the grofs produce of the falt:duties
to the public revenuc for the year 1776, was
only o favas24 2 g

 ¥rom which dedu@ing the

charges of management:
; th'at‘yeé.r,' ==

There remained of net

- produce to the Public, f 246,213 7 2

H

| ?.6,41(? 15 .7 ‘
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Tt has alfo been noticed; that, from an ac-
count given in to the Houfe of Commons,

in February 17835, the amount of the net pro--
'duce of the falt dunes, from Mlchaelmas

addxtxonal dutxes lmpofed in the yqars 1780.
and 1782, was 332,7351 165, 84. fterling.
- But according to the eﬂlmate which hag

‘now been made of an average allowance at,
‘25 pounds of falt to cach individual in Eng-
Jand and Wales ‘the falt-duties, if colle&ed
without any frauds on the revenue, ought to

£669,64z 15 Q -

produce ez

Dedu& charges of manage-
g;e‘nt fuppofed the fame

~ as m 1776 - - 26a44_19 5 7
Remams fum thch the‘- R
falt—dutles, at the prefentf
rate, ought to have prou” B R oS LR
duced . - - = 643,331 19 5

Sum Wthh they aé?sually‘.-
have produced, from Mi-
chaelmas 1783 to, Mi-

chaelmas 1784 - 332,735 16 8

Difference, or si@ﬁciéxi@y @453,_10»%96 2 9

“Thus

Uo§t ]
Thus it appears, that the fum aé‘tually pro-

thiced from the duties on falt in this country, ~
s deficient to the amount of above rhree
bundred thoyfand pounds Rerling of the fum

which thefe duties ought to produce, if there
were no fmuggling, and no fraud upon the
revenue in this article. / \
‘This material deﬁcmncy muft, in forhe de-
gree, be afcribed to- the great difhiculty of
making a falt- tax effetual and produéive to

~its juft amount; for befides the prejudrce

which the revenué fuffers from the enormaous
helght to which the fmugghng of falt from
Ireland and other ¢éuntries has heen carried,
it is mot ealy to prevent many abufes even
in the colle@ion and management of the fale
duties, as well as in ‘the claims brought for-s
ward for bounties; ‘drawbacks, &, /

- Wherea tax, fromthe nature of it, requires

- great numbers of perfons to be employed for
-g,uardln,g agamﬁ frauds and.azbufes,and where
‘there exift fo many interefted motives for evad-

.xng the vigilance and attention of thefe officers-
in a branch of revéniie of. atfelf - fuf‘icxentlv

complicated, it-can hever be expeé’ted that taxes

of this fort will bear .the fame proportion 10

their juft value, a6 taxes. of a more ﬁmp e con-

ﬁ;rué’non, | R
Hz 1
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In the preceding eftimates, neither the nuni=
bers of inhabitants in Scotland, nor the
- quantity of falt confumed .therve,' have been
“brought into the calculation, becaufe the re=
port of the Commifﬁoner;s of Accounts con=
cerning the falt produce for the year 1776,

and the account given to the Houfe of Com-
mons of the falt-produce from Michaelmas
1783 to Michaelmas 1784, related only to

. 'But it may be aﬁfumed-‘ as a fa&, that the

: Quantity' of falt fmuggled from Ireland to

Scotland, and confumed by the inhabitants

_there, without paying any duties, is not lefs

in proportion than the quantity of falt {mug-
gled into England without - paying duties.
The great facility of conveying falt from the

Irifh to the Scots coaft, fituated fo near each

- other, ferves greatly to promote that - illicit |
- trade. e |

With regard to the whole of the preceding '
eftimates, relating to the quantities of falt con-
“fumed either inij;zce‘ or in England, it is to
" be obferved, that they do mot cdmprehe'nd‘
_either the quantities of falt deftined for the

~fifberies, nor the falt exported to foreign coun~
. tries, as there is'no-dutyin either France or

‘England

[ oss )

- _Eﬁgland levied .from;faltfalling‘\under:_thofé,‘

defcriptions. ,
But the average eftimate of 25 pounds of

falt to each perfon in England is underftood
to comprehend the falt ufed in bread; and -

this is. a more confiderable article‘than moft

people are aware of; for, according to the -

~ information received from various: bakers

applied toon this fubje&, the quantity of fale

‘generally ufed by ‘them ‘in the baking of

bread, 18 one pound of {alt to each bufhel of
fiour, confifting of 56 1b. weight; and there-
fore allowing only 15 1b. of tlour per day to
each individual, the proportion of falt fo.
confumed annually, upon 4561b. of flour
made into bread, would be 81b. of falt by each
individual in his confumption of bread. .
The éftimate-of 251b. of falt is meant alfo
to comprehend the falt ufed for faltiog butter,
ineat, and fith for internal confumption,which
is fdbje& ‘to duty; and it is alfo »';'rh'eant‘, to
comprebend’ that portion’ of - falt which s
made ufe of in various articles - of manu-
fafures ; becaule, in fa&k, while the duty on
falt remains, each individual, or the fubje&ts
in_general; by their confumption of thofe
articles of manufacture, where falt is an in-
. I S | ~gredient,



[ 54 1
g‘r‘edf’ent,«fpay duty for the falt fo empibﬁéd}
‘as well as for the falt confumed by them in

~articles of food.

When all thefe particulars are takeh into
confideration, it will probably be found, that
the allowance of 25 pounds Englith, or 23

- pounds French, for the average confumption

of each individual in England in the atticle
of falt, is not an immoderate allowance ; nei-
‘ther have the numbers of inhabitants in
England and Wales been taken at the high=
eft rates of eftimation of the population of
thefe countries; if, therefore, the facts and
foundations of the preceding calculations are

right, there can be no error in the conclufions
‘which have been drawn from them.

COMMUTATION TAX

It howi_remains"to' confider what may b
the moft proper commutativon tax for {fupplys
ing the deficiencies of ‘the public revenue;

which would arife from the adolit/oy of the
duty onfalts R .
' 'On this fubjec it muft be confefled, that
in countries where, from the exigencies of
the flate, all fources of taxation have beeii fo.

much

[ 55 1 |
much ranfacked. as in ‘Great Britain and
France, it is- mﬁ'(;h: more eafy to. point out,

and to render palpable, the hagdfhips‘ aﬁd, m‘ |
Convemenmes of any fpeci‘ﬁc “tax, than to |

fuggeft another tax for replacing it, free

“from the fame or fimilar objeGions, or at

leaft from objeftions which, - though of a
different nature, might not, by fome, be

deemed of equal weight with thofe attending

the tax p’rdpbfed’to be fupprefled. 5 -
- All that can be hoped for in matters of this
fort is, the choice of a tax liable to the feweft
bbjé&ioné; and fuch as, upon a fair invefti-

~gation of impartial men, will be found lefs
burthenfome to the fubje@s, and more bene< -
ficial to the State, than the tax in the room

of which it is meant to be fubftituted,

. In the application of this rule to the pzféfct;t |
fubjedt, there are fome requifites whi’;h_;ﬁ‘tzght .
to attend any commutation tax to be propofed

- for replacing the duties on falt..

It ought, in the firft p?ééc,' to bea .t;a*x'
Which,fas neérly as poﬁi’ble, Wou]"d‘_be'eqtia]ly‘
extenfive with that meant to be abolithed,

- embracing all the fame claffes in the commu- |
pity who were liable in-payment of the firft |
ta%, and affe@ing them nearly in the  fame

propor-
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| ‘proporuons, accordmg to theu dxfferent ranks '

and cucumﬁances. ‘
. Secondly, It ought to be a ta*«: attended
with lefs ‘charges of colleé’mon and manage-
/ment, and lefs hable to frauds and abufcs,
iby the temptauons to illicit trade. .
Thofe who aré mtru{’ced with the admxm-

ﬂxatlon of the finances of this country, muft,

from their ﬁtuauon, and from various. chan-

nels-of . information open to them, be pre~

yffumed be(’: qualified to d1fcover a commum—

tiom. tax correfpondmg to thefe 1equ1ﬁtes s but R

there can be no: impropriety, or prefumpuon
in an 1nd1v1dual fubmxttmg to .the conﬁder-
~ation of mmif’cers, or of the Pubhc at large,

fuch ideas, as, frorn his more hmzted fources™
of mfomnataon9 may have occurxed to him on

the fubje& when his, motives for doing fo
are. founded ona ﬁncere deﬁre to take even

* the ‘chance of fusrgemng any thmg that may
~ be of utlhty to the Public. :

“With this apology for the followmg fug-

ge{’uons, the. Author will now beg leave to
~ ftate his opxmon' that, after welghmg the

objeéhons to add uonal .taxes on articles

of confumptlon already feverely taxed, and

the objeé’uons alfo to mcreaﬁng the taxes

ugom -
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upon land, windows, fervants, horfes, &¢. it
has appeared to him, that the revival of a tax,

formerly known in this country, during great
“part of the reign of Charles the Second, and

down to the time of kmg William, the fasx
upon bearths would, in many refpeds, be

“well calculated to fupply the place of a tax
{o univerfally diffufed as that upon falt.
A tax upon hearths would certainly be

qualified to anfwer - the moft material of
the requifites before mentioned; for no
perfon could be fubjeéted. to this fax wuporn
bearths, who had not been a contributor,
or liable to the tax on. falt; and, at the

fame time, few of thofe who had been liable
. to the duties on falt, would elcape the duty
on hearths. In this country, a hearth.toa

houfe may be confidered to be as much a ne-
ceflary of life as the ufe of falts therefore a

~a tax on hearths, like that on falt, would ex-
“tend toall the claffes of the community ; and

this is a material conﬁderatxon for making a
tax produ@ive. -

At the fame time, it would not bear harder
on the pooreft claffes of the-people than the
tax on falt ; nay, not fo much fo, for there
are no exceptions in favour of any claffes of

- people with regard to the duties on falt, or
| r ~ the
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the. prxce of that commodlty, but, in the

hearth tax, while pra@ufed in England ‘and
as at prefent in force in Ireland, there are
exemptions from payment of that tax, in fa-
vour of the poorer fort of a certain defcription.’

In the falt tax, the duties paid bore fome
proportion to the rank and circumftances of
the heads of families and individuals, who
- contributed to that tax ; fince the confump-

tion of faltmuft have been in proportion to the:
nature and extent of their eftablithments. In
the fame manner, when the proprietors or

~pofleflors of houfes are taxed, according to the
“number of hearths in the houfe occupied by
them, this, in general, will be found to
bear the fame fort of proportion to rank and

circumftances, as the confumption of falt in -
the other cafe; atleaft, it will not be eafy to

find any criterion more fimilar” and corre-
: ipondmg

A tax on hearths would certainly be well
quahﬁed to anfwer the other requifites be-
~ fore mentioned; for the charges of collection

and management of a tax fo eafily levied and .

- checked, muft be  greatly inferior to- the
charges attending the colle@ion and manage-

' ment of the complicated bufinefs of the falt du-

ties, efpecially as the fame perfons who collect
| ' the
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the duties on windows, might, without much
additional trouble or expence, c‘oHeCc the
duties upon hearths, |

And, above all, it would enjoy this mate-
rial advantage over the falt duties, that 1t
would be totally free from the objeétion of
nourithing illicit trade, to the prejudice of -
the revenue and the fair trader. The fa&k of

~the number of hearths in any one, or in

every houfe in the kingdom, is a piece of

‘knowledge eafily obtained, and when at-
~tained, requires little vigilance and attention

in the prefervation of it. Let thefe conve-

niencies and advantages be compared with the

various opportunities of defrauding the re-
venue in the falt duties, and the conftant vi-
gilance requifite on the parts of hundreds of
falt officers for checking or diminithing thefe

frauds, the refult of the comparifon muft turn

out highly in favour of the hearth tax, which
is fo fimple in its conftruétion, that it would

almoft execute itfelf, and be totally free from

the ObJC&IOIl of f;auds or 1mpoﬁt10ﬂs upon
the revenue.

The next points to be confidered, are, the
mode of eftablithing the duty oz hearths, the
rates of the duty, and the probabﬂxtles of}
the produﬁlvenefs of the tax. c
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With regard to thefe particulars, there is
an opportunity of deriving benefit from paft

experience, inftead of reﬁmg entirely on {pe-
culations. | ~

- Blackftone, in his Commentarles, obferves,

that as early as the Conqueft, mention is

made in Doom{day Book of fumage or fuage,
vulgarly called fmoke farthings, which were
paid by cuftom to the king for every chimney
in the houfe; and that Edward the Black

Prince (foon after his fuccefles in France), in

imitation of the Englifh cuftom, impofed a

tax of a florin upon every hearth in hlS French
dominions.

The fame Author adds, ¢¢ ‘But the firft par~

¢¢ liamentary eftablithment of it in England
 was by ftatute 13 & 14 Car.Il. c. 10.
« whereby an hereditary revenue of two fhil-
<¢ lings for every hearth in all houfes paying
¢¢ to church and poor, was granted to the king

%« for ever; and by fubfequent ftatutes, for

¢ the more regular afleflment of this tax,

~4¢ the conftable and two other fubﬁanual in-

¢¢ habitants of the parith to be appointed
¢ yearly (or the furveyors appointed by the
¢ crown, together with fuch conftable or
¢ other public ofﬁcer), were once in every

< year empowered to view the infide of every

¢ houfe in the parifh.”

It
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It is generally known that ‘the tax of
hearth-money was “abolithed foon after the.

Revolution s at which period jealoufies were
entertained of the mode of levying this tax,

as not perfecily confiftent with liberty. The

account which Blackftone gives of the ftatute
in king William’s time, by which hearth-
money was abolifhed, and of the declarations
or profeffions in that fatute, with his own
refle@ions upon thém, are deferving of at-
tention, and will not be thought fore1gn to
the prefent fubjeét of enquiry.

He tells us, that upon the revolution, by

ftatute 1 W. & M. c. 10. Hearth-money was
declared to be ¢ Not only a great oppreflion

“ to the poorer fort, but a badge of flavery .

¢ upon ‘the whole people, expoﬁng every
“ man’s houfe to be entered into, and fearch-
“c ed at pleafure by perfons unknown to
« him; and therefore to ere&t a Iaﬂing monis=
“ ment qf their majefties goodnefs in every
¢ houfe in the kingdom, the duty of heaxth«
« money was taken away and abolifhed.”

Thefe are the words of the ftatute itfelf; -

but the learned and judicious Author of the
Commentaries has fubjoined, to this recital of
the words of the flatute, fome refle@ions of

his own, which fuﬂicwntly convey his fenti-
ments

)
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maents on the fubje&, while at the fame time
they are exprefled with a certain degree of
Jineffe. His words (referring to the above de-
clarations in the ﬁatute) are, this monument
“ of goodnefs remains among us to this day,
“ but the profpe& of i it was fomewhat darken-
¢ ed, when in {ix years afterwards, by flatute
“7W.3.c 18, a tax was laid upon all
“ houfes (except cottages) of two fhillings,

“ now advanced to three fhillings per houfe,

““ and a tax alle upon all windows, if they

t¢ exceeded nine in {uch houfe ; which rates

<t have been from time to time varied, being
“now extended to all windows exceeding
¢ fix, and power is given to furveyors, ap-
* pointed by the crown, to infpect the outfide
% of houfes, and alfo to pafs through any
<« houfe, two days in the year, into any

¢ court or yard, to infpe& the windows
-  there.”

Thefe Juﬁ obfervatlons, made by a perfon »

of fo great eminence as judge Blackftone,
iupply the true anfwers to be given to any
. obje&ions that mlght now be raifed againft a
- hearth-tax, if thefe obje&ions thould be taken
up on the fame popular ground, which gave
1ife to the abolition ~of the hearth duty
at the time of the revolution,
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~ In matters of taxation men in general are,

in modein times, more free from unteafonable

prejudices than they were at former periods ;-
and as they feel the neceflity of productive

taxes, they are difpofed to prefer thofe which

are leaft burthenfome and moft effeGual,
provided they are in reality not inconfiftent
with the liberties of the fubjec. |
- A late Author to whom the Public is in-
debted for much ufeful information relating
to the hiftory and progrefs of the public re-
venue of the Britith Empire ¥, has, with his
ufual impartiality, taken occafion to thew his
opinion, that the popular cry againft the
tax on hearths is ill-founded ; after men-
tioning that the tax on hearths, eftablithed in
the time of Charles II. was two fhillings for
every hearth in all houfes paying to church
and poor, he adds, “ And notwithftanding
“ the popular objeftions which have been
* urged againft it, there is no well-founded
“ reafon to call it either burthenfome, or un-
¢ equal, and it is ftill paid in Ireland without
¢ inconvenience or complaint.”
To the fame Author we are indebted for
an account of the produce of the hearth-tax,

. * VIJ.'oh’n Sinclair, Efq; Member of Parliament,

both



[ 64 1]

~ both at the time of its firft inftitution, and
afterwards, at the time of the Revolution.
. He has given an account of the permanent
income of the crown, anno 1663, in which
the produce of the hearth money is ftated at
the fum of 170,603/ 12s. And in a fubfe-
quent part of the fame work, there is “ an
¢c.account of the principal branches of the
¢ revenue, anno 1688, clear of all deduc-
¢ tions,” in which it appears that the hearth-
money then produced the fum of 245,000/

From thefe fa&s we may now be enab]ed
to approach to the defired conclufions:

If a tax upon hearths, at the rate of two
fhillings per hearth in England, produced
about a hundred years ago the fum of
243,0001 ferling clear of all dedu&ions,

there is furely good reafon to prefume that

 the fame tax would zow produce a much
more confiderable fum, for it will fcarcely be
difputed that the number of houfes and

hearths now in England muft be confider~

ably greater than in the year 1688.
From the materials furnifhed by Mr. Sin-
‘¢lair it appears, that between the years 1663

and 1688, the produce of the hearth-tax in-

creafed 74,3971 ; upon the whole, therefore, it
may not be unreafonable to fuppofe that a
2 ' : , hearthu
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" hearth-tax, which, in the year 1688, ﬁrédUCed

24,0001 clear of all dedudions from Eng-
land alone, would now be qualified to produce |
300,000/, at leaft from the fame country.

The calculations concerning the produce
of the hearth-tax, as well as thofe employed

~for afcertaining what the produce of the
~ duties on falt ought to be, and what it really
“has been, relate folely to South Britain; and
by that means we are the better enabled to

make juft comparifons, and to form an efti=
mate, how far the produce of the one tax

~ may be well quahﬁed to fupply that of the

other.

- But, 1ndependent of that conﬁderatlon,,‘
the Author would have found himfelf undér
the neceflity of confining his calculations to
England, both in what relates to the produce
of the falt duties, and that of the tax on
hearths ; becaufe, as to the firft of thefe,
the duties on falt are, in confequence of the
artlcles of union, at a different rate in Scof-
land, from what they are in England ; and
being approprlated for the payment of the
expence of the Courts of Juftice, and other
purpofes, in Scotland, the Author has mnot
been able to get any accurate account of their

‘grofs and net produce ; and with regard to-

K | the
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the other branch of the enquiry, the produce
of a tax on hearths, the Author has had no

proper data to proceed upon with refpect to

Scotland ; for that tax, while it exifted in

England, did not reach Scotland, which was

~ at that time a fepafate ki’ngdom.
~ In purfuing, therefore, the plan of com-
paring the produce of the falt duties in Eng-

land, with that of the daties on: hearths in

the fame country, the comparlfon will ﬂand‘
thus: ' | oo
~ The duties onfalt, at thmr hxghei’c amount,

in the year. from Michaelmas 1783 to Mi-
chaelmas 1784, mcludmg the large additional
duties ‘impofed in the years 1780 and 17823
and after deduting charges of management,
&oe. produced the fum of -~ [ 332,735 16 8
The duty upon hearths pro-.

~duced, in the year 1688,

245,000/, and at the fame

“rate of duty it is {fuppofed

- would now  produce, at

leaft, - - 300,000 © ©

Dlﬂ’erence only

" 'This is the refult of a companfon between
the acual produce of the duties on falt and
‘the produce of ‘a duty on hearths, eftimated-

o as

£ 32,735 16 8

[ 671

as above; but if, inftead of taking the actual

roduce of the duties on falt, we were to take .
P

the fum which the falt duties ought to have
praducea’ the refu]t, in that mode of efti-
mating, would ftand thus: |

The falt duties in England, if colleGed

without any frauds on the revenue, ought
to. produce (as ftated in page 50) the fum

of - - - [643,231 ;9 5

Produce of the hearth-tax, at
the rate of 2s5. per hearth,

_eftimated at - - 300,000 O ©

Difference in this view ,{:'343,23: 19. %

The Author will not pretend to decide

whether the rule in impofing a bearth-tax,

in commutation of a falt-tax, thould be that

of making the produce equal to what the
falt-tax ought to have produced, -or equal

~only to what the falt-tax has, at its hlgheﬂ:
amount, ever actually produced. ‘This is a

matter which, on account of the magnitude
of the obje&, and its confequences, deferves
to be well weighed by minifters, and by the
reprefentatives of the people in parliament.
The moft expedient folution of . this point
would, perhaps, beameafure that thould avoid
the extremes of either branch of the alterna-
\ K 2 o tives
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tive. Let the commutation-tax be eftablifhed
“at fuch a rate as would produce to the public
revenue fomething more than has ever yet
aftually arifen from the produce of the falt
duties, but not to the utmoft extent of what
thefe falt duties ought to have produced.

There are various good reafons why the
propofers of a commutation~tax fhould be in~
titled to take it at a rate that would produce
more than the aGtual produce of the falt du-

ties, whereof the value had been fo much’

diminifhed, merely by frauds on the revenue.

e But, on the other hand, it mlght be felt

as a fevere burthen, and excite a degree of
pre]uchce agamﬁ: the propofed commutation~
tax, if it were at once to.be made a fubflitute,

not only for duties which had actually been .

paid, but alfo for thofe which bad not been
paid, efpecially when it is confidered, that the
proportion of duties falling under the laft
defcription, amounts to a fum of above
860,000 /.

It muft be remembered that there ate cet=
tain limits beyond which it would be inex-
pedient to tax any partlcular fpecies of pro-
perty ; and as the taxesupon houfes and win-
~dows have already been carried to a great ex-
tent,. it might not be advifable to increafe too
much the load upon that fpecies of property;

b}“
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by 1mpoﬁng a tax upon hearths, equal to |
‘near double the amount of what the duties
~ upon falt have éver aCtually produced.

In fa&, it is this very circumftance of

‘boufes being fo much burthened already by

different taxes, which may, with the greateﬂ:

‘appearance of reafon, furnifh an’ objection
‘againft the zax of hearth-money, and there-
fore 1t ouaht not to be ﬁramed to 1ts utmoﬁ:
‘eﬂctent. ‘ -

It muft be admitted, that the objeéhons
againft a bearth-tax would receive great
additional force, if that mode of taxation were

“reforted to merely as a fund-for ralﬁng ad-

ditional fupplies; but when recourfe is had
to it, for fupplying the place only of another
tax to which every defcription of perfons,
was liable, and which was lefs produdtive to
the public revenue, without being lefs bur=
thenfome to the people; thefe are the cir-

- cumftances thch will fecure a favourable

reception to this commutauon-tax, if not
puthed too greata length. |
As a further inducement to this tax, it

~ may alfo be proper to declare exphculy, in the
a& of the legiflatutre which is to eftablith it,
.that the beartb tax is exprefsly meant to

be in commutanon o{ the falt~tax mtended
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to be aboh{hed fo as the fubje&s may be

freed from the apprehenfion of being made

liable for foth taxes, and may have the fe-
curity of that parliamentary declaration
againft the revival of the falt-tax, whereof

- the abolition had been ftated to them, as their
~ inducement for cheerfully fubmlttmg to thc _’

tax on hearths ~

With regard to the precife rate of duty

to be impofed on hearths, for raifing a

given fum, that will not be a difficult matter
“to afcertain, when once the extent of the fum
that ought to be raifed fhall be fettled ; but

as every method of aiding and allevxatmg

that tax muft be deferving of attention, the =

Author will now beg leave to fuggeft a plan
for aiding the produce of the hearth-tax,

‘which may be"adopted with great atility and

propuety, whenever that tax fhall be eﬂag
blithed in commutatlon of the duties on
{alt. '

The plan 1s, that certam defcnptlons of
- perfons fhould be obliged to take out anizzqgl |
licences, and to pay for thefe licences, at

fuch 1ates, as without being burthenfome to
them, will produce a confiderable fum of
money to the public revenue.

In the fitft place, That all manu faﬁz;rers

0 ﬁzlf, and all reraslers of that commodity,

fhould
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thould be obliged to take out licences; and, at
the fame time, it would be highly proper
and expedient that the manufadurers a&ing
under thefe licences, thould be fubje& to re=

gulations for manufa@uring their falt of a.

certain finenefs and purity, which would

conduce much to the eftablithing the cha-

racter of the Britith made falt.

It can be no real hardihip either - upon ma-~

nufa&urers or retailers of falt, that they
thould be Obllged to take out licences at a
moderate annuai expence ; for when the
dutxes on falt are abohfhed, they will be able
to carry on thelr buﬁuefs with much fmaller
capitals, and will reap fo many advantages

from being freed from the advance of the

duties, and other reftriGions, to which

~they are now fubje&, that it could not be
- deemed unreafonable to require them to con-
tribute fomething to the pubhc revenue in.

the thape of licences for carrymg on. thelr
bufinefs. :

" 2dly. All the bakers in the kmgdom ought

~ to be obliged to take out annual licences, and

to pay for them at a certain moderate rate,

to be regulated according to the number of -

ovens employed by them, or fome other
@quztable rule of proportion.

It
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It has already been mentioned, that a'very
large quantity of falt is made ufe of in the
kingdom annually by the confumption of
bread, in which falt is a neceflary ingredient.
The proportion of falt employed in mak=
ing bread is; according to'the beft informa-
tion, 1lb. of falt to every buthel of flour,
confifting of s6lb. and it is fuppofed. that
an allowance of 1;lb.; of flour made into
bread, for the daily confumption of each

“perfon, upon an average, iy pot an extrava-

gant allowance; hence it follows, that each

* perfon’s confumption: of falt in bread an-

nually, is about 8 pousds of falt; and fup-
pofing the number of fnhabitants in England.

* to be fix millions, the quantity of falt thus

confumed in bread annually would be 48
millions of pounds, or 857,142 bufhels of

Male.

z ?Thé'king’éiduti,es on that _qﬁz’mtityg at the

rate -of five fhillings per bufhel, amount:to

the fum of £214,285. 105 e
~ Upon the abolition ‘of - the’ falt duties, the
fubje@s cither will be, or ought to be, freed

from payment of any part of the preceding
* fum; and this would be the cafe, if every
family baked their own ‘bread; or if the

bakers, who fupply them with bread, fhould,
L : e . in
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m ?bnfeqUence“of the abolition of the falt
duties, lower the price ,,of’br:eadve;‘{a‘é’tl}*' in

proportion to the diminithed price of the

falt employed by them in the baking of
bread. . : |
~ But as it would be a difficult mattet to

| lowe.r the price of bread exa&ly in that pro-
_portion, it. may be taken -for granted, that

the bakers will be very confiderable gainers
by the abolitfon of the duties on falt, witha

‘out lowering the price of bread in proportion,
- and therefore it would be highly reafonable,
that all the bakers in the kingdom fhould .

contribute fomething to the public revenue

in the thape of annual licences, fo as to

diminifh the advantage they would gain of
the Public by the abolition of the falt duties,
and to come in aid of the commutation-tax
upon hearths. |

- For the purpofe of giving fome notion how
‘much the bakers of bread would fave or gain'
by the abolition of the falt duties, it may be

fuppofed, that the bread confumed by one
balf of the kingdom, at leaft, is fupplied by

| bakers 3 and if {o, the faving to the bakers
~all over England, in the article of falt,

would amount to one half of the fum of
,{_214,2857 105, above-mentioned : thatis to



of £107,142,

| L7l
fdy, upon the fuppofition of the bakers hav-
ing hitherto paid duties for all the falt ufed

- by them, they would gain, by the abolition

of thefe datles, to the extent of the fum
155, annually. . '

From fuch afaving, they could well: afford

10 pay quxnethmg, in the thape of annual
Bicences, though'it is not propofed that they
‘ \fhould contribute a fum nearly equal to that
- amount, -

3dly. - As the diﬁ'erent 'mam{faﬁures,
where falt is employed as a neceflary ingre=
dient, will all be benefited by the abolition
of the duties on falt, it may be reafonable,
that this plan of Jicences, at moderate rates,

“fhould be extended to fome of thefe manu-

faGures, for reafons fimilar to thofe glvea

in the cafe of the bakers. -

The refult upon the whole would be, that

_ from the manufa@urers and retailers of falt, -

from the bakers of bread, and from certain
of the manu{a&ures, where falt 1 is employed
mlght be raifed- by tz?mual ;lzcences, without
injuring any of the perfons alluded to under

thefe delcriptions; on the contrary, ftill leaving
them in. poﬁ"eﬁion of confiderable advan«-}

‘gages from the abolition of the falt dutles :
4 And
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- And the fum thus raifed by annual licences
would ferve materially to aid theé hearth-tax,
~and to alleviate the burthen of that tax upon
~ the fubje@s in genexal

CON LUSEON

r N the courfe of the pxecedmg {hcets, the
Author has ende cavoured . to excite the

pubhc attention.to various matters conneéted

with the manufaciure, and trade qf falz‘,
- whxch he flatters himfelf muft, on a fair dif~

cuffion, be deemed objects of Ureat natmnal

1mportance.

He has ﬁated the advantages of the ufe of

| t;he valuable raw materxal of rock falz‘, and

the difadvantages to which moft parts of

England, and the whole of Scotland, are fub-

Jeé’ced ‘from being ‘denied the beneﬁt of that
raw material;; while, ‘at the fame time, it is

allowed to be exported to forelgn countries

and to heland duty free.
He 'has alfo pomted out the oreat import-
ance to this: country in many refpeds of

1mprovements in the manufactire o falt; and

having applied his mind partlcularly to the

~fudy of 1mprovements in the refinng of falt,
L2 hC
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he h'as,communfcated' to the Public the refult
of his labours and experiments on that fub-

Je&.—This he has done, fully and freely,

without referve or condition of recompence
of any fort, though frequently advifed, by
particular friends, to fecure to himfelf, by
patent, the exclufive benefit of bis invention,

or to render it public only on the condition

of obtaining a parliamentary reward,
He flasters himfelf thatit»he communication
he has thus given to the Public, will enable

 thofe falt manufa@urers, who fhall friétly

follow the rules prefcribed, to refine at a

- moderate expence the Britifh falt to a degree
- of purity hitherto unknown in this ifland,

and, by that means, give it a fuperiority over
the falt of any other country, not only for
internal confumption, but even for the ufe
of the fifberies, and for exportation to foreign
eountries, - . R -

In the further profecution of thefe objeéts,
he has ventured to propofe a plan for abolith-

| _ing the prefent duties and refiritions on the
manufa&ure of falt, and for fubftituting other -

duties, lefs burthenfome to . the fubje@s,
more beneficial to the revenue, and better”
qualified to promote the trade of Great
Britain, | R

| In
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In the difcuffion of the plan thus propofed,
he hopes that the reafons already given in =

fupport of that plan, are fuch as may be

{uflicient to recommend. it, from the com- -

Parifon that has been drawn between the ad-

~vantages or difadvantages attending the fax
on fult, and that propofed to be {ubftituted in

its place, the tax on bearths.

It now remains only to bring under view

fome additional good confequences, which muit
refult from thefe plans, if, upon due confider-

~ ation, it fhall be deemed proper and expedient
~to adopt them, ,

“In the firf place, All the frauds Which

have been prad&ifed againft the interefts of

the revenue, and againft thofe of the fair
trader in falt, by the great quantities of that
commodity {muggled from Ireland and other
countries, would inftantly ceafe, as there could

" be no further inducement for carrying on that

illicit trade; and .this confequence, whether
confidered in a political, financial, or moral

view, would, in fa&;, be a ;.'eal advaﬁtage bbthf '
to Great Britain and Ireland ; for the gains
that may occafionally be acquired by fome

individuals from the pradtice of fmuggling,

feldom prove of any real benefit to the coun~

try to which they belong; on the contrary,

th'ofe;‘

1
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thofe very fubje@s, whofe lives dre f'pent in

the purfuxts of illicit trade, and in all the
pernicious confequences of a depraved courfe
~ of life, would be much more ufeful {ubjects
to the flate to which they belong, if employed
in agriculture, or in the habits of /aamjl

wduflry.

2dly, The fmwggl;ng z‘mde cfﬁz/f, whxch |

takes place from Ireland to Great Britain,

may, in fa&, be called a 1egu1ar eflablifhed

trade ; and while it continues, it will not
“only be mifchievous in itfelf, but will ferve
as a baﬁs and encouragement for other
branches of f{muggling between the two
. countries; for it will afford daily opportu-

 gities of tranfporting goods from the one
~ country to the other for a trifling freight,
and this muft prove highly pernicious to

any plan of checking the practice of fmug—'
ghng between thefe two countries.
. 2dly, While the duties on falt contmue in
Gxea; Britain, the fmuggling of that commo-
| ‘dity from Ireland will certainly continue ;
the employment of additional numbers of
revenue officers, or of additional numbers of
cutters for guarding fuch extenfive coafts,
' would not be {ufficient to prevent it; and thefe

€}>P€d1€nts, befides bemg fubje& to the objeco |
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tion of occahonmg additional expence to the

revenue, are fubje@ to this further objecion,
~ that the vigilance employed in- watching the

proceedmgs of the inhabitants of the ome

~country or the other, joined with the -va-
riety of the offences, and of difputed cafes

upon thefe offences, ‘would moft probably

: give rife to many jealoufies and heart-burn-

ings; all thefe evils will be avoided by :the
very fimple operation of abolifhing the du-

ties on {alt, which at once cuts up, by the

roots, the {muggling trade from Ireland in

the article of falt, and in a manner, of which

Ixeland cannot poflibly complain,
- athly, It would place the inhabitants of
Great Britain and Ireland, upon an equal

~ footing, with regard to thofe manufaGures

where falt is employed as a ncceflary in-
gredient 3 and, confequently, would remove
part of the objections which have lately been

made by fome of the Britith manufaGurers

againft the arrangements with Ireland, who
have exprefled apprehenfions on this ground,

that the inferior duties paid on falt in Ireland
would enable the Irifh to underfel the Englith

in thiofe. manufaﬁures, where falt was a necef
‘fa;y ingredient ; this in particular is the lan- |
- guage of the glove manufa@urers of Worcefler,

whd, |
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Who, at a meeting on the Qch of March

~laft, declared their oppofition to the Irith
. Iefolunons, and they paxtxcularly Apecify
‘the advantage which the Irifh enjoyed
‘in the manufaclure of dreffing white leather,
by being free from the duty on falt, ¢ while,
‘¢ 1n England the article of faltis u/ed in large
' % quantities 1n the drefling of white leather,
% the principal part of the value of thch is

¢ the duty paid thereon.”
~ sthly, If the duties on falt were a‘oohfhed

-and the free ufe of rock-falt umver_fally per-
mitted in Great Britain, there is reafon to

think, that the inhabitants of Ireland, inftead

of ‘p‘ro’fecﬁting the trade of fmuggling, would

become confiderable cultomers to Great Britain
in the article of refined falt, as they would

. find it more to their advantage to purchafe
|, refined falf in Britain, than to fubjec them~
i1 felves to an extra-expence of tranfporting -

from Great Britain to Ireland, both the mw

material of rock-falt, and the coals for rea

fining it in that country.

6z‘/oly, The abolition of the {alt dutxes would

give rife to the ereCing of many new falt-
works in Great Britain, and at places moft
convenient for the fifberies ;* it would give rife
alfo to an ‘emulation amongft the different

manufac-a' .
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manufaturers of falt, for improving the
finenefs and purity of that commodity, as the
fupermr quality muft then be the pr1n<:1pa1
circumftance which would give one manufac—-
turer an advantage over another., |
7thly, As the law ftands at prefent, there

- are a great many requifites to be fatisfied, and

much time is loft before a perfon can entitle
himfelf to the drawbacks and bounties relat-
ing to falt; and thefe delays and obfiru@ions
ferve to create difficulties to the perfons em-

- ployed in the fi/beries, and in the curing of

fith; they occafion difficulties and delays,

“likewife in the exporting of falt 'to"fo,reign.

countries ; all thefe inconveniencies would be
at-an end by the abolition of duties on falt,
which, of courfe, would put an end to draw-

- backs and bounties on.that article, and to all

“the frauds and perjuries, which are too often
Jpractifed for obtammg thefe drawbacks and
bounties.

8thly, The facility of employmg falt for
every ufeful purpofe, without refirition or
duties, would be produdive of much real
advantage to the country, by the unreftrained
ufe of it, both for the purpofes of agrzculture
and of manufatiures. Nothing but the duties

on falt, and the confequent high price of that

artque,
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article, have prevented: it from being much re-
forted toasan excellent manure for the improve-
ment of land, and for mixing it with the food-
given tocattle.  And, with refpe@ to manu-

faltures, the article of falt would not only

be more freely employed in thefe manufac-
tures, where, notwithftanding the height of
the duty, it has hitherto been made ufe of as
~ a neceflary ingredient; but falt, -when free

~ from duty, would moft probabl'y be em-
ployed with advantage in various othel'

branches of manufa&ure

‘One material inftance  of thefe pro«
bable confequences, will ferve to fhew the
attention that is due to them: Sewveral hun<
dred thoufand pounds are pald annually by
Great Britain to foreign countries for the ar-
ticle of barilla alone. Attempts have been
made in this country to fave that annual drain

of money, by fubftituting foffile alkali or
barilla of home ‘manufatture; but, for the

encouragement of a manufacture of that fort
in its infancy, it was judged neceffary that

the falt made ufe of in the courfe of the pro-
cefs thould be exempted from duty; and, for

this purpofe, apphcatlons have at different
“times been made, both to the Treaflury and to

Parhament, but ‘without effe& ; becaufe it was

thought

thought that fuch partial. exemptions froit
the falt duty, might open' the door for- manyl
frauds upon that branch of revenue. One
of the good confequences, therefore, which
would refult from the abolition of all duties
onfalz‘, would be the encouragement it would
give to'the home manufacture of foffile al-
kali or barilla, which, on account of the
low price of foreign pot and pearl athes, and
barilla, in time of peace,-cannot be carried
on to advantage, while fub_;eét to the prefent
duties on falt. ;o
 Laftly, The northern countries of Europe
draw the greateft part of their fupplies of falt

- ~atprefent from the {outhern parts of Europe;

but when the falt trade of Great Britain fhall
be freed from thofe duties and fetters which -
have hitherto cramped its progrefs; and (hall
alfo be freed from the hazards to which the

. fair trader is now expofed by the interference

of {mugglers ; when the number of falt works
fhall, in confequence, be encreafed; and a

Apirit'of emulation take place amongft the -

falt manufa&urers for excelling each other in
the quality of the commodity ; and particu-
larly, when the mode fuggefted for refining
Britith falt to a degree of purity hither-
to unknown fhall be general]y adopted

3 the
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the certain confequence of all thefe' im-
provements, muft be, a great and beneficial
~extenflon of the commerce of Great Britain,

by the exportation of large quantities of falt

to foreign countries, and particularly to thofe‘ |

in the northern parts of Europe.
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