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CAUSES

OF THE

Deamefs of Provifions, &c.

SHE diftreffes of the poor, occafioned
by the dearnefs of provifions, are
very great, and merit the attention
of the legiflature beyond all other fubjeéts

whatever.

‘Tar induftrious Poor, to the fweat -of
whofe brows we are indebted for moft of

the conveniences and bleflings we enjoy,
- have an indubitable right to our affiftance; e
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When thefe aflicted, miferable, and wretched
‘people cannot, by their honeft labour and
affiduity, provide for the comfortable main-
tenance of themfelves and helplefs families,
we are unjuft and cruel to them, we muft be
divefted of all humanity, of all concern for
their happinefs and welfare, if we embrace
not every opportunity of contributing towards

their relief.

Trzre are other motives, which thould
moft poweriully incline us to alts of bene-
ficence and generofity in favour. of thofe
ofeful members of the community.

Tuz wages of the working hand are always
high or low, as the neceffaries of life are dear
or cheap; but thevalue of the manufactures of

_every country depends very much upon the
price of labour: and that country will always
carry on the greateft trade, whofe manufac-
.'stures, celeris pczrilizf!s, are the cheapeft.

For thefe reafons, the labour of the in-
~duftrious poor may be confidered as the
principal caufe of our trade, by the means of

. | which,
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which, in the late war, we made vaft acqui-

{itions in every part. of the globe, fecured
the liberties of Europe, and, by our fubfi-
dies, {Jc. enabled the King of Pruflia to
oppoie and defeat the armies of two large
and powerful empires. ’ |

SincEe then our greatnefs and power de-
pend upon the induftry, courage, and bra-
very of the lower clafs of people, it is both
our intereft and our duty to treat them with
tendernefs and humanity, and do every thing
in our power to render their lives comfortable

and happy,

Bur the hardfhips they fuffer, on account
of the extravagant prices of ali forts of pro-

vifions, are fcarcely tolerable.

Qv of pity therefore to thefe valuable
members of fociety, and to contribute to the
public utility, I fhall endeavour to point out
the caufes, and, at the fame time, propofe
proper remedies for this national evil.

A 3 1. The
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Y. The unequal Divifion of our Farims is one of |

the chicf caufes of if.

Tur wifeft founders of antient common
wealths made an equal diftribution of lands.
This alone raifed a nation, and gave ftrength
to armies ; it being equally the intereft (and
this was very great) of every individual to
exert himfelf in defence of his country.
When afterwards the lands became the pro-
perty of afew, arts were introduced; and
the generality, haying no country, Whlch they

vcould call their own, reaped the fruits of
their induftry in all climes ; they had very
little to lofe or to get. |

Acrs and Cleomenes, obferving that
Sparta, which had 30,000 citizens in the
time of Lycurgus, had not in their time
more than 4oo, that fearce 100 of thefe
“were poffefied of lands, and that all the reft
“were mere cowardly populace, revived the
antient laws, and Lacedemon recovered its
former ftate and became formidable. "T'was
the equal dlfcrlbutlon of lands that enabled

Rome

[ 7]
Rome to {oar above 1ts humble condxtlon :
and of this the Romans were fenﬁble in their

| corrupted * {‘cate.

BuTt our lands are as unequally d1v1ded
as thofe of Sparta ever were. We have
millions of people who are not poffefled of

a fingle acre; and of the f'armers and

orraﬁers, by far the crreatePc number enjoy only
a moft uncomfortable pittance, compared
with thofe enormous engroffers, who occupy
their hundreds and thoufands, and are as
errant monopohfts as any cxcluﬁve company
whatever.

It is a common cuftom ‘with them, by
which they ftarve mankind in the midft of
plenty, in ‘autumn and  the becrmnmg of

~ winter, to prey upon the little farmPrs.k

‘They buy up their fmall ftock of corn, wheat
efpecially, for their feed wheat, &5e. pretend-

ing that they have not time to threfh their

own, which they keep by them °till thofe
little growers have fold all their year’s

* See The Caufés of the Grandeur and Declenfion of the

.Romans, and Plutarch’s Life of Cleomenes.

A 4 produce ;
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produc-e s then the oreat farmers advance the
prices of grain to a degree of incredibility,
Thus the Poor are diftrefled ; nor is it to be
wondered that they murmur, cole& them-
felves into bodies, and, by committing riots
and other a&s of enormity, throw the {tate
into a convulfion. o '

Turse great faims allfo diminith the
number of people, and are an irreparable
hindrance to population.

A farm of 2000 acres, occupied by one
great farmer, might very well be divided
into eight or ten farms *: and three of thefe
farms, managed to the beft advantage, would
employ as manvy'people as the whole, in th¢
pofieffion and under the direCtion of one
over-grown tenant.

- InsTeap of alordly mafter and miftrefs,.
here would be eight or ten honeft, decent

* The rich landlord, no doubt, will object to the num-
ber of farm-houfes he muft build in this cafe : but I appre-
hend the advanced rent thefe finall farms might be let at,
would be more than equivalent for his additional expences.

mern,

[ 9] |
men, with their good wives, to fuperintend
as many farms. And as they would live
more according to the rules of temperance
and fobriety, each head of thefe refpe@able
families would  probably  have a more
numerous iffue than the great occupier.

Anp as the number of fervants and day-
labourers would be much increafed, popula-
tion alfo would be promoted and multiplied
in the fame proportion.

How amazingly would a more equal
divifion of farms * increafe the bufinefs and
o o number

* A gentleman who has written on this fubjeét in the

London Chronicle of T hurfday, Oétober 16, and figned him-
felf Pro Patria, fays, < If the good of the community is

_to be confidered, I muft beg leave to fay, that monopolized

farms are abfolutely deffruive of it: and T am convinced
of their pernicious tendency to advance the price of all
kinds of provifions ; to ruin the trade and manufa&ories of
this kingdom; to depopulate the country, and leave the
people a prey to the artful fchemes of engroffers and monopo-
lizers. The greateft part of the people have long experienced
the moft grievous hardthips from the extravagant price of
the neceffaries of life ; and it is by reducing accumulated
farms only they can expe&t relief. The taxes of the fate
are very burthenfome to the ‘manufalturers, &c, and they

S : k cannot
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aumber of the various artificers, fuch as
carpenters, plow-wrights,wheel-wrights, black-
{miths,

 cannot bear the heavy load the avaricious rich farmers have

lately laid on them, without finking under it: our export
trade decays daily, and other nations are now taking ad-
wvantage of our diftrefs and mifconduét; and trade once loft,
rarely returns to its former channel. 'What a deplorable lofs
would this be ! all degrees of people would be affetted by
it! its direful confequences may be eafier conceived than
exprefled. The advantages we fhould reap from dividing an
over-grown farm of 1xo0o00l. per annum into ten feparate
farms, appear to be very great, from thefe unvarnithed
facks :---Here would confequently be eftablifhed nine new
families, and we might expe& nine additional dairies, whofe
produce would be an additional fupply of butter, cheefe,
eggs, poultry, bacon, becf, veal, &c. for our markets ; thefe
families would afford employment to five times more people
(ata very low computation) than one that occupies a farm of
zo00l. per annum' employed in agriculture only. There

would be wanting hufbandmen and boys, dairy women, and

women for domeftic employment; nine additional fets of

“houthold furniture, nine fets of implements for agriculture,
~ gardening, &c. and their conftant repairs, There would

be bufinefs for an additional number of clothiers, taylors,
fhoemakers, carpenters, wheelwrights, and other manufic-
turers and handicraftfmen ; befides employment for labourers

- who hire themfelves occafionally as they are wanted by

different mafters; and as thefe men are independent, and
live in cottages, they generally marry, and with induftry
and exat ceconomy, bring up an ufeful, hardy race of
people, for the fervice of the public ; whereas large farmers
generally keep fervants in their own houfes (to do all their
work except getting in their harveft) whofe fituatio . obliges

’ them

Seazmns

' beﬁdes,

more compoft than a large one. Large farms, like the
-<apital prizes in a lottery, fall to the fhare of a very few,
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fmiths, collar-makers, &¢. neceflarily em-
ployed by the farmer in carrying on his
trade. |

At the requeft of a very intelligent and
curious gentleman, who has taken great pains
to inform himfelf upon thefe interefting fub-
jelts, for the benefit of the neighbourhood

them to live in celibacy, to the great difadvantage of the
ﬁatﬁe, All farmers now-a-days are convinced, that it is for
their own advantage to manure their ground well ; and will
not ftarve their land, if manure can be conveniently got;
thefe feparate farms will produce in proportion much

difappointing the expectations of a great number of adven-
turers ; therefore dividing them would increafe the chances
for happy {ettlements : and if, after a feries of years em-
ployed. in labour and diligence, thefe people fhould obtain
fomeﬂ.ung comfortably to fuppoi‘t an infirm old age, I fhould
not tl?mk this a juft or reafonable objeétion to this fcheme;
And if profperity attends them, they, as well as great far-
mers, will keep fome ricks of corn by them to fell occa-
fionally, and prevent a natural fearcity 5 and we fhould be
pretty {ecure againft artificial ones: for as we do not live by
?:)read alone, greater plenty of other provifions would be
produced and regularly carried to market ; and it would be
out of- ‘the power of a few to combine together to advance
the prices, and diftrefs the public.”

. Another gentleman, who figns himfelf Cato Prifeus,
w-m the fame Chronicle of Saturday Oé&tober 18, has alfo
ilpftrated this part of the argument with great clearnefs.

n
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in which he lives, I examined the regi&ef of
a large parifhg, in a county remarkable for
its improvements in agriculture, in order to
find out how the throwing many {mall farms
into great ones affected the number of people.
Before I looked into the regifter, I told him

1 was perfuaded, though it might feem a

paradox to him, that there was a confiderable
decreale in the births and burials. He dif-
{fented from me in opinionw

Tur commencement of the improvements
to which I allude, took place about the
year 1690,

T'o have as clear a wiew as poflible of the
cafe in queftion, we examined the regifter of
the births and burials, for three equal number
of years, at three different points of time.
The refult of our inquiry is here laid
down with cxzaétnefs and fidelity.

Anno

Anno

1672

1673
1674
1675
1676

1677
1678

1700
1701
1702
1703
1704
1705
1706

1750
1751
1752
1753
1754
1755
1756
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Births.

45

o4

28

35
34
24

3

26
18
24
26
21
2%

33

e 16

32
14
29
24
26
15
26

e et

52

o 52

Burials,

23

e T 4.6

oS )

23
14

18
18
22

13

et § U/

68

97

THE



[ 14 ]

Tus decreafe of births in feven yearsy
even in the infancy of thefe improvements,
in one parith was 52: and in the fame
number of years; at the diftance of little
more than half a century, it was 62.

Ir the decreafe, occafioned by the uniting
of fo many farms, was fo confiderable in one
parifh, the candid reader will eafily judge of
the fatal confequences of this wrong and
mifchievous practice to the public.

Here the great farmers will cry out, This
gentleman is an enemy to improvements: 'To
which I reply, Quite the reverfe. Few pers
fons in the kingdom have taken more pains
to promote them.

BuT improvements in agriculture will be
more effectually carried on under the direction
of an honeft induftrious farmer, who occupies
any number of acres under 250, than under
the great monopolift, who rents a thoufand
or two, or under the fuperintendency of an
oter-grown engrofler, who hires fome thou-
fands of acres, cultivates what he chufes of
‘ them.

[ 5]

them, and letts the reft, at an advanced and
exorbitant rent, in fmall parcels, to an in-

- credible number of poor people ; who can

hardly live and bring up their families, though
they work harder than any day-labourer,

Tur great farmers, who have too much
upon their hands for ong man to condué
with eafe and propriety, hurry on their
bufinefs, and confequently commit a great
wafte; and yet cannot compafs their affairs
in fuch a manner as to give their ground

proper culture, and to fow or reap in
due feafon,

WHEAT never receives any injury, unlefs
it be in very wet lands, after it has taken
root*. Itdefies all weathers, ’till in bloffom,
when the farina fecundans, or miale duﬁ
is fubject to be beaten off by rains.

Tue heavy rains which continued fo long

in the mon_ths ‘of May and June, were the

) #
When wheat is not fown time enough to ftrike root

before the frafts come on, it will infallibly be nipped, and
{ometimes entirely deftroyed by the {everity of the feafon.

probable
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éroBa’iﬂe Cétifés of the cxti'_aof_dinafy and

oeneral failure of our wheat crops this year.

t’Jl"his‘ conjé&uré is confirmed by a common |
obfervation, that in a dry fummer, thought
che ftems be not fo rank, yet the ear is always

fulleft, and the crops the beft.

Bur the great fariners, in general, ﬁn.i{h
their harveft too late to admi; of their fowmg
wheat in good time. It may alfo b¢ ob:
ferved, that .wheat fown late, »tl}ough 1t:
efcapes the inclemency of the fro{’cs? {uffers
much more than the early-fown from Crows

and other vermin.

Tue monopoly of farms produces not
only a fearcity of corn, but of moft other
provifions, as butter, cheefe', cggs, poultfy,
pigs,ﬁ &c. &c. not to mention feveral other
neceflarics, depending on the breed of cattle,
viz. candies, fope, leather, &c. Therft is
one perfon in the ecaftern part of this king-
dom, who, I am affured, now rents no lefs

than feven different farms.  The fo:mer n-
duftrious occupiers ufed to fupply 2 ,lar‘gei'
neighbouring market town with a very con-

fiderable

[ 17]
fiderable quantity of the above-mentioned
-provifions: the prefent magnificent lord, like
moft if not all his brother monopolifts, fup-
plies his own table with them, but con-
tributes not one chicken to the table of the
public. Many f{imilar inftances might be
produced ; and hence, in a great meafure,

the extravagant prices of thefe neceffary
commodities arife,

It would be eafy to exhibit a view of
many other inconveniencies that are the
‘natural confequences of this evil. But as
I have the honour to know feveral perfons of
rank, who are convinced of the unhappy
effects of this miftake in themfelves and the
other proprietors of our lands, I doubt not
but the wifdom of the nation will fpeedily
and effeCtually put a ftop to this grievance,

TueERE are various other reafons from
which it appears, that to leflen the fize
and multiply the number of farms will be
of the greateft utility to the public, and

of very confiderable advantage to the land-

owners,

B SMALL
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SmaLw farms are better and more advan-
moeouﬂy manacred than great one’s. It Is
not to be fuppok:d that a man, Who occupies

500 acres, can infpect and manage every
part as well as a perfon who has not 1o00.
Larcrer extent of lands will ever be fubjett
to greater txefpa{Tes, damages, and wafte.
TLarge quantities cannot be manured as well
as {maller. The produé confequently muft
be proportionably lefs.

 Smawy farms are always lett confiderably
higher, by the acre, than large one’s. The
great farmers who hire hundreds, I might
have faid thoufands, of acres, have them
from 4s. to ros. per acre, though httle
growers give from 12s. t0 205, {o that upon
the whole it will be the owner’s intereft to
divide the farm in the manner hc§1e p_mpofed3
as his rent will be advanced, the public be-
nefirted, and his tenants, provided they live
according to their rent, will have a compe-

tent livelihood.

Here

[ 79 ]

HERE it may be objected, that the ex-
pence of building farm-houfes, barns, and
@tables, will render this fcheme 1mpraéhca-
ble, becaufe the intereft of the money and
repairs will amount to more than the ad-

vanced rent. Butit is eafy to demonftrate
the contrary. '

Ler usfuppofe a farm of 1000 acres to
be d1v1dcd mto ten, viz. T'wo of 200 acres
each, four of roo, and four of so.

The rent of the 1000 acres, when lett to
one great farmer at 8s. per acre, amounted
annually to - . ~ L. 400 00
Dieduét the intereft of 600l. at 4
per cent. being the money laid:
out in erefting the different
buxldmgs, and 20l a year al-

lowed for repairs - - ‘44,' c 0

£6 356 Q O

‘The 1000 acres, divided, will lett
at 12s. per acre £. 600 0 ©
B2 Part
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Part of the great houfe, bams, e,
will be {fufficient for one of the
beft farms. The houfe, &e.

 for theother,willcoft 400 0 ©

Thofe of the 4 farms
of 100 acres each,

will coft 8oo o o

"T'hofe of the four of 50 -
each will coft 500 O O

The annual intereftof 1700 0 0  will a-
mount to 68 © o

Yearlyrepaii‘s 52 0O

s pr——— ,

Subftract 12&)’ o o for outgoings out of
6ool. and it will appear that the landlord
gets 124]. a year by dividing one farm of
1000 acres into ten, befides the exquifite
pleafure and fatisfaCtion that muft inevitably
arife from the confideration of his contri-
burmo fo eminently to the happinels of
fuch a number of induftrious families, to
{ay nothing of the equal fervice he ‘does

to the public.

As

-_affeﬂ"ors of the land-tax.

[ 21 ]

As thelefore the diftreffes of the poor 318
very great; as the nation in general is dif~ .
contented on account of the exorbitant prices
of provifions, occafioned principally by the
great farms, the legiflature, it is to be hoped,
will immediately ena¢t fome laws for the
removal of thefe grievances : in doing which
T am perfuaded, from their moderation and
good {enfe,
meafure.

they will avoid every violent
Something, however, that will

~operate immediately, muft be done. All

private articles, relating to lands or farms
hired by farmers or grafiers, who occupied
more than 200 acres, thould, by all means,
be null and void at Michaelmas next: and
all ‘leafes fhould abfolutely terminate and
ceafe at Michaelmas 1768.

A ingenious gentleman propofes, that
hiring more than 200 acres
after that time, fhould pay a tax of two
thillings per acre, to be gathered by the
He adds, ¢ In
¢ this there can be no impropriety; for
¢ who more able? Do not many of the

every tenant,

B3 ¢« oreat
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great farmers ride in their coaches. Do
s not their wives drefs as richly, (though
¢« they make an aukward appearance) as the
« ladies and daughters of their landlords?
They could not juftly complain of fuch a
« meafure as a burden, fince many of them,
« who have farmed only 150l a year, have
« purchafed, in a few years, eftates of 2
¢ much greater value.”

"~

L2}

<

«~

BurT I think this expedient would labour
under infeparable difficulties. 'Would not
the great farmers make the confumers repay
the 2s. per acre over and over: ?  Nothing,
in my humble opinion, ‘will effetually lower
the prices of provifions: nor will that
meafure alone do it. There muft be many
other regulations.

" IL. The next, I might have [aid the firft, great
Caufe of the exceffrve Dearnefs of Provifions,
is the Bounty upon Exported Corn.

Tue granting a bounty in the latter end

of the laft century, when farming was but
-l

[ 23] |
i1l underftood; might, like many other pra-
“miums, have its good ufe. It was probably

a means of exciting the farmer’s induftry to
try experiments and make improvements in
agriculture, and to grow greater quantltxes
of corn.

But now the farmer’s bufinefs is well
underftood, and the corn trade is eftablifhed,
the bounty fhould ceafe, or at leaft never be
allowed, when wheat is above thirty-two and
barley> above fixteen per quarter; for thofe
kinds of ‘grain are really dear commodmcs
when fold at or above thofe pnces

WuEeN children firft begin to ftand and
attempt to walk, ’tis very neceflary to give
them the affiftance of leading-ftrings ; but
not to take away that affiftance at a proger
time, as they grow up and can go' alone,
would be ridiculous, and attended with in-
conveniencies : and it is as ridiculous and
abfurd to continue the bounty upon exported
corn, now we grow immenfe quariiciss of
every kind, and can afford to vend it cheaper

~ than any other nation whatever, It 1s not

B 4 only
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only an abfurdity to at in this manner, ‘but

it is of the moft fatal confequence to usas a
trading nation.

By draining the kingdom of this moft
effential production of the earth, the price of
corn is greatly inhanced to our own people,

and rendered much cheaper to foreigners.

And if foreigners are furnifhed, by the means

of a bounty, with bread, and a variety of

liquors, upon cheaper terms than we are,
the price of labour amongft them will be
proportiona;bly diminifhed, and their manu-
faltures fabricated cheaper than ours in that
proportion. -They will certainly be enabled
+0 underfell us, and ruin our trade.

WHEN by thefe means the prices of the

neceffaries of life are become extravagantly

dear, and our poor manufacturers want work,
they muft either content themfelves with rags
and the want of common neceflaries, or
migrdte,imo foréign countries, to the entire
deftrudtion of their own.

TaAT

[z

Tuar this is already the cafe, in fome
meafure, our great manufacturing = towns
affure us with concern. "And that many
Englith families of {mall fortunes or annuities,
retire to France, and other countries, becaufe
they can live cheaper there than at home,
daily experience teftifies.

Tuese accounts are difagreeable ‘and
melancholy. May they prove a timely warn-
ing to the government! Patriots, I hope,
will exert themfelves, and put a flop to
thefe fpreading evils. o

‘ForrignEeRrs read with afcoriifhment, Jp
hiftories, of our trade and commerce, dnd
can {carcely be perfuaded to believe that we
grant a bounty upon exported corn. When
we fee a government, fays the celebrated
Rofleavn, pay duties, inflead of receiving them,
for the exportation of corn in plentiful years,
and likewife for its importation in years of
Searcity, it is neceflary to be an eye-witmefs to
Juch fafts to give credit 1o them: and we
Should vegard them as les, if related of anticnt
times. ‘ .

In
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-In former reigns, proclamations have
been iffued- to empower commiffioners to
purchafe corn for public magazines, when
wheat fell below fixteen fhillings a coomb,
rye below nine, and barley below eight.
There are feveral countries in Europe that
have granaries erected for the fame purpofe.
The granaries eftablithed at Gcneva, became
a public refource in ‘bad years. We read
in the front of the edifice this juft and
beautiful infcription—Alit € ditat.

17, at the fame time, the ﬁibje&s have a
free power to fend their corn to what market
they pleafe, whether at home or abroad,
thefe public ftorehoufes will ipfallibly have
their ufe. But to give a bounty to raife the
price of corn to our own people, and to
make it cheaper to thofe of other countries,
is peculiar to the Englifh fyftem of laws and

- policy, and is, even of thefe laws, the moft’

extraordinary.

Is there a country in the world, “befides

Great-Britain, that taxes every kind of grain 2.

But a bounty upon exported corn is the
worft

e S e R
e N et T

[27]
-worft kind of tax. It makes bread, which,
by a fublimity of expreffion, is called T#e
Staff of Life, a dear and fcarce commodity
to our own people, and a cheap and plenti-
ful one to foreigners.

IF this ifland was a province to fome
more powerful kingdom, the conqueror could
not impofe a feverer law upon us. The
language of his edit would be to this
purpofe.—Til} and fow your ground. Reap
and threfh your corn in fafety. We only defire
2o eat bread made of this corn, and to drink
the liguors extralied from it, upon cheaper tevims
than you do. Thefe, and thefe only, are the
fruits which we expelt from our conqueft. Such
an edit may appear, atfirft fight, very mild
and gentle, but muft end in the deftruction
of the conquered country.

I may be objeCted by thofe, who have
not accuftomed themfelves to think upon
thefe fubje@s, There would be a giut of
corn whick could never be exported, if the bounty
was taken off. ‘To which I anfwer,----The
cheaper, the more fure of a market abroad;

- and
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and the more fure the market, the greater
the farmer’s encouragement to cultivate his
lands. But as corn would be confiderably
cheaper, the price of labour would be greatly
reduced ; by which means the farmers would
carry on their improvements upon eafier
terms, and with greater {pirit, and confe-
quently grow greater quantities of the
different forts of grain. But if we fhould
orow greater quantities of corn, our quantity
of exported corn would be proportionably
greater : for the quantity of every manufac-
ture that is exported, will be greater or lefs
in proportion to the plenty or {carcenefs of
that commodity. '

As therefore the quantity of exported
corn will be much more confiderable upon
taking off the bounty, I hope our fuperiors
will immediately take off that tax, of all
“others the moft prejudicial to the true intereft
of trade and our country.

Tue bounty of five fhillings a quarter
upon wheat, and two fhillings and fix-pence

‘upon barley, &c. together with the ftore-

room
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room money, amounts annually, upon an
average, t0 250,000L ¥ a very confiderable
fum ! and well worth faving to a nation that
is 140 millions in debt.

Tuis money, however, the government

is obliged to pay, let what will become of

the corn, whether it be fold to our rivals in -

trade, loft at fea, or fent a few leagues to
fea, and then privately landed in one of our

OWN POrts : and {fome merchants, by corrupt-

ing the Cuftom-houfe officers, have received
the bounty for 1000 quarters where only 8oo
have been exported. I could inftance two
recent facts of this kind. The frauds were
detected, and the greedy avaricious merchant
reimburfed the govérnmenta

" * T have been told they amount to twice this fum, and
have heard the argument againft the bounty thus farther
urged, ¢ The fum reccived for exported corn, communtbus
¢ gnnis, amounts to two millions fterling, the bounty to
a quarter of a million, 7. e. confidering the affairin a mer-
cantile view, we pay an intereft of 25l. per cent. on our
return. - No trade, at leaft no European trade, can fup-
s¢ port this. The fums in this calculation may, probably,
be miftaken ; but the reafoning feems clear and good.”

THis
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Tuis very man, I am informed, is now
with great aivity and addrefs foliciting
the corn-merchants of London, and feveral
other feaports, to prefer petitions in favour
of the continuance of the bounty. Is it to
be wondered that men of this ftamp fhould
grafp at thefe advantages, granted to them
by the bounty and munificence of parlia-
ment, though it {hould in the end ruin our
trade, and reduce us to a ftate of bank-
ruptcy ?

Bur let not the merchants in this branch of
trade, be offended with this obfervation, or
think that it is levelled at the majority of
them. Far from it! They are, in general,

aentlemen of very refpectable characters, who

al upon the nobleft principles. Of that
number is my worthy and much honoured
friend Philanthropos, who, out of compaffion
to the poor of his neighbourhood, never
buys wheat for exportation, when it is fold
above 32s. per quarter. And when above
40s. he imports it without any ?ecuniary
advantage to himfelf, for their benefits.
Go all ye gentlemen of the fame fituation

| in
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in life, and do likewife. If you do not
amafs your thoufands quite fo foon, by fol-
Jowing the example of this humane and
moft worthy man, you will by fuch good
offices acquire, what 1s cf infinitely greater
confequence, a good name, great peace and
complacence of mind, and an intereft in that
kingdom where the happinefs is pure, and
uninterrupted, and infinitely beyond the con-
ception of mortals. |

WI. The Scarcity of Live Cattle is alfo ‘z‘vﬁe
Occafion of the high Prices of Provifions.

Lran cattle, and confequently meat of
every fort, fell now as dear again as they
did twenty-five years ago. 'This fcarcity of
cattle and dearnefs of provifions is owing,
partly to the diftemper tl@t raged a few
years {ince among the cattle, and very much
to our eating more animal food than either
we or our anceftors formerly did. The ats
of parliament alfo, which prohibit the im-
portation of cattle from Ireland, and other
breeding countries, where lands are cheaper,

~and the inhabitants can of courfe bring up

lean
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lean cattle upon more moderate terms thari
a people, whofe lands’ are let dearer, pof-
fibly can do, contribute largely to increafe
this fcarcity. o |

Turs deficiency in the number of our cat~
tle may eafily be fupplied by repealing the
alts of parliament alluded to above, and by
pafling another obliging all perfons'WhateVef
for two or three years, to bring up all their
cow calves, ewe lambs, and fow pigs, and
by opening the ports, and granting a bounty
for the Importation of lean cattle Afrom all.
parts of the world.

Tur iniquitous trades of jobbing, fore-
fralling, &e. fhould be entirely prevented,'
All farmers, grafiers, &c. fhould be obliged
to fend their corn, cattle, butter, cheefe,
egps, &Fe. to be expofed to fale at the

neareft market town.

A matters are now ordered we have

hardly any markets i our eountry towns. -

Country fhopkeepers and huckfters buy all

© litde,
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 little, though necefiary articles, fuch as butter;

cheefe, eggs, &Fc. of the farmers and dairy-
women, and.fell them again at an advanced
price. - -

: C\ORN,"indCCd, is generally fold by fample

(}nly to merchants and millers; fo that the
“common tradefman, labourer, and mechanic

hatvc no opportunity ‘of ‘buying ‘a little
wheat, and having it ground and made into
bread at the cheapeft rate. -

A Proclamation has juft now been iffued
to prevent the felling by fample, &¢. but,
forry I am to fay it, never was an order of
government mote fhamefully difregarded L

Hrs Majefty, however, in Council, by
laying an embargo upon fhips, to prevent
the exportation of wheat, extended the pre-
rogative to the nobleft purpofe imaginable.
The moft effential neceflary of life is, by
this means, to be purchafed; though fill at

an extravagant price. And if the  great
farmers would threfh out their wheat, the

—
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good end propofed by our gracious Sovereign
would be effetually fecured.

‘Bur thefe people'thwart all the defigns of
government, as far as it is in their power,
whenever they apprehend it their intereft
fo to do. |

- Suips carrying barley were not included
in the royal edit. The demand therefore
for that fpecies of grain is uncommon, and
the price of it enormous. It is now vended at
3 higher rate than wheat was fold for in
~ former years. ‘

Tn the counties where bread is in general
wmade of wheat, this grievance is not very
fenfibly felt 5 but in thofe parts of the King-
dom, where the commen people live upon
barley and oat bread, their groans a.n’d cries
merit pity, and call aloud for the aids of
government. "

FuE poor inhabitants of more than twenty
_gounties in England and Wales, (to fay no-
- thing

g e b N
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thing of our countrymen beyond the Tweed)
live chiefly, at this time, upon barley and
oat bread. Heaven grant that this truth may
be conveyed, by fome perfonage of power
and weight, to the beft of Kings and his
Privy Council !

As barleyand oats, tho” a much coarfer and
lefs nourifhing food, are the only grain of
which the bread of thefe induftrious, though
diftrefled and miferable people, is made, and

“are, in effect, their wheat; I cannot entertain

any doubt but the indulgence of our common
father will be extended to them, as it has
been to thofe of their rank in the richer parts
of this kingdom. Their neceffities require
and claim redrefs and relief.

Tue farmers, indeed, are not“ the only
men who exert themfelves in order to en-
hance the price of oats and barley : the
cornfaltors and diftillers contribute their
fhare, The former * look out for markets

. Ca2 .~ abroad

* The moft notable of thefe gentlemen, I am informed,
have exported, and are daily thipping off, immenfe quantities
' = of
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abroad to quicken the fale of them, or buy
and lay them up in granaries to fell them
again, at an advanced price, to our owh
people, or foreigners, juft. as the demands
beft anfwer their extravagant expetations.
The latter amafs together all the barley they
can to convert it into {pirits, by the immo-
derate ufe of which an incredible number of
people are burnt up alive. It is apprehended
that fome of thefe gentlemen Wiﬂ have
greatcr' quantities of barley by them in 2
month or five weeks, than they can poflibly
ufe, in the common coutfe of their trade, in
ten or twelve months. They are alfo con~
triving all the ways and means imaginable,
that they may have the liberty of working
their ftills continued to them. They intend to
petition Parliament upon the occafion. They
employ hackney writers O publifh futile
paragraphs in the papers, under the fpecious,
pretence of fhewing the great neceflity of
the continuance of this powgr, and the
mighty advantage that the nation muft derive

of barley to Holland, where it is to be lotged “till our ports
wre open, when they intend bringing it home again, t_hou_gh
they have and will receive the bounty for exporting it. "
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from it; whereas, in reality, they have no
defign but to enrich themiclves, though at
the expence of the health and lives of many

“thoufands of their countryrhcn. But if any

regard .is paid to the petitions of thiefe
gentlemen, the nation ‘in general will be
greatly diftreffed, and many of the labouring
poor ftarved. ‘

Tuz farmers, cornfattors, and diftillers
give out, that the laft crop of barley was
uncommoily great; fo thatif the exportation
of it is prevented, and the extraction of

 fpirits from it is prohibited, a very incon-

fiderable part of it can be confumed by our
own people.

Bur this fuggeftion is unjuft, not to fay
without foundation. All perfons, who under-
ftand thefe matters, know that the artificial
grafs-feeds laid fuch hold, through the wet-
nefs of the {eafon, that the grafles in general
very much -hindered the growth of the
barley. And it is clear to every commaen
obferver, that the prefent high price of
barley muft be the effect of a real or artificial

C 3 {carcity.
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{carcity.. In-either cafe, it is the hope and,
belief of every native of this ifland, who
is not divefted of all humanity, that the
Legiflature will immediately interpofe, and
give timely aid to the public by the removal
of this fore and alarming evil.

Amonc other trifling objetions to a pro-

hibition, they urge, that the great quantity
of molafles ufed by the diftillers will raife
the price of fugar. Beitfo. Is it not more
defirable to have fugar, a foreign commodity,,
and an unncceflary {pecies of luxury, dear,
than to ftarve half our deferving poor, by
{uffering the corn to be converted to an im-
proper - ufe, which would othermfe fumlﬂz
them with bread ?

It is clear to a demonftration, that the
quantity of barley and oats in the kingdom
iy not more than eur own inhabitants will
confume in lefs than a twelve-month. And
thould Providence once more punifh this
guilty land with a bad harveft, or a thin
crop, what a dreadful confequence, from the

~unlimited
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power, of exportmor and diftilling every kind
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unlinfited power of e*(portmg and diftilline

~thofe grains !

Bur granting that the next harveft may
prove a plentiful one, and the weather fine,

~ which is more than any mortal can prefurne

to foretell, with any degree of certainty, is it
not evident to a demonftration, as there is a
very great demand for corn in feveral
countries upon the continent, that the high
prices, which they are ready to give; will if-
vite our merchants and corn-growers to ex-
port, and the diftillers to diftil, il their
rapacioufnefs has once mofe produced a
real and deplorablc {carcity, not to fay 2
famine?

T hope it will never be in the power of
any perfons whatever to upbraid the prefent
illuftrious Miniftry with the odium of which
fuch a calamity muft neceffarily be pro:™
duive. From the prefent Adminiftration,
compofed of perfonages of dxi’cmgmihed
abilities, we have the higheft expe&atxons
and if they take away, for ene year, the

of
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of grain, they will receive the praifes and
belt withes of all the people of Great-
" PBritain, unlefs I except a few of the mer-
chants, the diftillers, and two or three thou-
fand rich farmers, moft of whom have con-
tributed to the great diftrefs of our fellow-
fubjeéts, who, now bread and all the other
neceffaries of life are fo extravagantly dear,
are frequently unable to fatisfy the cravings
of nature.

IT is the greatei‘t jeﬁ and iiﬁpoﬁtion for

thefe over -grown farmers te plead poverty,

and make a clamour about the cheapnefs of
grain, for which they are, at this time;
offered an amazing price, viz. from 44 to
s0s. for wheat, and from 24 to 3o0s. 2
quarter for barley. Befides, it is well known,
that fome of them keep their coaches, have
their fide-boards of plate, poft-chaifes, and
drink wine and punch inftead of malt liquor.
I do not grudge them thefe great advantages
from their :ra,rms; but I honeftly, and with

great fincerity, wifh, that, while they abound

in the luxuries, the induftrious and ufeful
- Poor may not want the neceffaries of life.

By

Tarl

- By prohibiti'hg the exportation of évery kind

of grain, and putting an entire ftop to the
diftillery, much will be done towards re-
ducing the prices of corn. Te do this flill
more effeually, it is highly expedient, and

" even necéflary, to open our ports for the
importation of wheat, barley, and oats, from

all parts of the world. But to render all
the nece(laries of life cheap for a continuance,
to reftore lafting tranquility, plenty, power;
and happinefs to this kingdom, a great deal
more muit be effected ; the ports fhould for
ever be free and open for the importation
of corn from all countries 5 our farms fhould
be mere equally divided, the bounty upon
exported corn thould be taken off, &r.

Ty

Tue wifdom and authority of government

can alone effe¢t this, and remove the caufes

of fcarcity, which are laid down in. thefe
papers. T here is however another, whick
comes not within the reach of our laws,
which perhaps is as permcmus as any. It
proceeds ent1rely from our own luxury and,
daintinefs. -

THEY
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Tury who are beft acquainted with the
baking bufinefs tell us, that twenty or thirty
years ago two quarters .of wheat would;
upon the moft moderate calculation, go as
far as three quarters will- now. The reafon
is plainly this: At that time few, if any,
except people of the firft fathion, conftantly
eat bread made of fine flour. The genera-
lity were contented with the meal as it camc
from the mill (which, by the way, makes

by far the fweeteft and moft wholfome bread);

and the poor fed with comfort and fatisfac-
tion en much coarfer fare. They were,
however, full as ftrong, healthy, and vi-
gorous then, as they are now. Yet, who eat
the coarfeft part of our meal at . prefent?
Very few, if any, of thofe in the middle fta-
tion of life; and no fmall number, even
ainongft the pooreft fort, efpecially among
the poor of our cities, diflike and rejet 1t
Inftances might be produced to confirm this

affertion ; but they would be invidious; and-

indeed, I fear, to the generality of people;

unaeceflary.  White bread only, and thae
amade of the fineft flour bolted, fifted, &c.:

1o ap almoft impalpable powder, is admitted
at
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at the tables of the 7ick. Many of the poor
vie with them in this article of luxury. -1
fpeak of both ranks in general. There are,
doubtlefs, many exceptions. The confe-
quence of which affected daintinefs is, that
one third at leaft of our ground corn be-
comes the portion of poultry, hogs, and
horfes. The fame, or however a fimilar
and melancholy truth will hold good con-
cerning other provifions. Thus we confume
in eight months, what might well fuffice us
twelve; and then wonder and murmur at a
fcarcity ; which we owe, in fome meafure,
to our own wafteful prodigality.

LeT us now proceed to thofe evils, which

it is in the power of good and wife laws to
remove,

“T'ue laws, relating to millers; are fovague
and obfolete, that thefe men diftrefs the poor,
and bid defiance to juftice. They get, by
every laft of corn they cut, between five and
fix pounds alaft : an amazing inftance of op-
preflion, which loudly calls for redrefs |

WHEAT
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" Whauzar of the growth of 1765, upon an
~ average, weighed from 17 to 19 ftone a comb.
21 ftone multiplied by 18 the medium is
equal to 378 ftone; deduét 21 ftone for bran
and wafte, there remain 357. The millers
fold their different forts of flour at 19d. 20d.
and 21d. a ftone. 357 ftone at 1s. 8d. the
medium is equal to 2¢l. 155, - But the
higheft price of wheat in 1765 was 24l
Subftract that fum from. 29l. 15s. and there
remains 5l. 15s. the miller’s profit, to fay
nothing of the bran.

InpEED no .article more requires the at-
tention of government than this. Itis a

known fa&, that if a poor man carries a.

buthel of wheat to a miller (I mean one of
any fubftance) to be ground, the conftant
anfwer is,—¢ 1 cannot grind it mow ;- you
< muft flay el Iam at leifure, (7.e. per
¢ haps lofe a whole day’s work) or call fot
@ it again.’— By which time he will moft pro-
bably have fo far adulterated; or diminifhed
th&éommoditjg that the poor creature will
be forisd, after répeated trials, to purchafe
meal and flour of the miller, or of thofe

b who
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who buy of millers; wlich is the very end
fuch people aim at. ‘This circumitance will,
in fome meafure, account for the general
refentment, which the populace in all corn-
riots thew againft millers, even againft thofe
who are known #0¢ to grind for exportation.

MiLLERS, fome years ago, were in gene-
ral as poor as day-labourers ; but now by
their opp‘reﬁivé and unjuft gains they fet up
for gentlemen, keep hunters, chariots, &c.
and affeét grandeur and elegance.  Though
it be the duty and intereft of all communi-
ties to give due and proper encouragements
to all neceffary and ufeful trades, care muit

‘be taken to prevent their growing rich by

difhonefty, and even by unreafonable profits.
"This grievance however, occafioned by the
unJu{’tlﬁable conduét of the millers, may eafily
he removed. The power of parliament may
do it by taking from millers, who literally
grind the faces of the poor, the liberty of felling.
meal and flour; and by obliging them to take
in money what parliament judges cqultablc
for grinding corn.  This would put it out of
their power to refufe gr mdmg:i even for the

poor
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poor ; whofe corn, as they could not fell it,
they would neither adulterate nor fteal, at
leaft to any great degree. |

" 1V. But the Taxes laid upon the Poor are

. Beaviery, and of a more oppreffive Nature
han thofe laid upon moft other Denominations
of People of better Circumftances and higher
Rank. '

Tt houfekeeper who brews his own beer
pays no duty for the malt liquor which he
drinks at home, but what is laid upon malt;
but the poor pay that with feveral additional

and heavy one’s laid upon all the malt li-

quors, which are fold at public houfes. By
this means all opulent perfons, who brew
their own malt liquor, drink their ale and
common beer as cheap again as the labouring

poor, who have not conveniences for brew-

ing.

S Ir s a great pity that the neceflaries of

- life fhould be taxed at all. Was the duty

taken off corn, falt, fope, and candles, and
1aid wpon articles of luxury, as labour and
manu-

| - [47]
manufactures would be much cheaper, trade
and commerce would flourifh of courfe.

I remember to have read, in fome of the
papers, not more than three or four months
fince, that the money arifing from the duty
upon falt, did not more than pay the f{alaries
of the officers who colleét that duty. If
that report be true, the duty fhould, by all
means, be taken off, that thofe officers,
who are now an unneceflary tax upon ke
public, might be employed, fo as to be of

fome fervice to that public to which they

have hitherto been a burden.

Bur there is a more powerful reafon for
taking off this prepofterous duty.

Tut faline particles of every fpecies of
manure are the principal caufes of vegeta-
tion, Salt therefore, were the duty taken
off, as it is the beft, would be by much the
cheapeft, manure, that has hitherto been
difcovered. i

By
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By fowing 100 weight of it upon an acre

a good crop of corn or turnips ‘would'.be
produced. The charge of which quantity,
in an inland country, is now about 10S.;
whereas the charge of ten cart loads of dung,

including the loading, carriage, and fpread--

ing, is 20s. Butif the duty was taken off,

two buthels or 100 weight of falt would not

coft more than 3s. Therefore, the advan-

tages arifing from the repeal of the acts |

enjoining the payment of the falt duty, would
be very great to the poor, to the farmer,
and indeed to the nation in general.

To the farmer it would leflen the expence
of cultivation, and the value of lands very
‘confiderably ; and as he would thercby be
enabled to cultivate and fow a greater number
acres than he did before, he might afford to
‘pay a greater rent; ‘and, at the farpe time,

~ fell his corn the cheaper

' Tuz benefit arifing from the abolition of
this duty would be very confiderable to allk
farmers, but more efpecially fo to the
| QTOWErS;
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_growers, who inhabit thofe counties that

are hilly and mountainous, where the
carriage of dung and other heavy compofts.
is difficult, not to fay impracticable.

AcricurLTure fhould, above all other
arts, receive every natural and proper encou-

‘ragement that can be given to it.. But no-

thing can expedite the bufinefs of the farmer,
and promote improvements in agriculture,
more than a rich manure, that can be con-
veyed either on horfeback or in light car-
riages, and at an eafy expence, to the lands
to be prepared for the receptien of grain,
more efpecially thofe lands that are almoft
inacceffible. It is owing to a deficiency in
this refpeét that fome millions of acres are
uncultivated in this powerful kingdom, that
bread corn is dearer, that the poor are with-
out employ, and of courfe more miferable
and wretched in thofe rugged and uneven
wilds than in level and campaign countries,
where farming is carried on with more eafe,
and confequently with. greater advantage
and -fpirit. B . g

o D Turis
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Tars manure would be of confiderable
fervice alfo to large portions of Jand in
Chefhire and other counties where improve-
ments have been made by the means of
marle, and yet where the crops, in many
places, are lefs than they were 2 few;ye‘alzs
ago; the reafon of which is this :---the {pirit
and efficacy of marle will laft about twenty
years ; but not much longer. It now beglr}s
to wear out in many parts ; and no land will
bear a fecond coat of this manure as well as
i did the firt. No good profpet this for

feveral farms, unlefs fome other cheap fubv.,

{titute can be difcovered.

Waar I have advanced with regard toO
falt, as a manure, is founded upon my own
experience, as well as the repeated trials of a
moft ingenious and worthy gentleman_, who
has long honoured me with his friend.fhlp and
{entiments upon thefe interefting fubjects.

TmERrE are many evils of a very terrible
qarare to be dreaded from the dearnefs, not

(@ fay the want, of provifions, concerning
which

st ]
which we have fo many loud, thougn juft,
complaints. Hunger, we know, will break
through ftone walls'; and if the Poor are
opprefled with it much longer, it is greatly
to be feared that they will aflemble in a
riotous manner, more generally than they
have done hitherto, and fill the land with
ravage and devaltation. May Heaven infpire

our governors to prevent all commotions,
all defolation of this kind !

«“ Unress the Legiflature,” as an in-
genious correfpondent exprefles himfelf, ¢ can
« think of fome method of employing
“ the parochial poor, by which the rates
* may be leflened, I fear great numbers of
« our low farmers, from 1o to 20l per
annum, who barely raife a fufficiency of

corn for their own confumption, muft be
¢ inevitably ruined.”

-

Tur grievances of the poor muft ulti- -
mately fall upon the landed intereft. The
poor’s rate for the year 1764 amounted to
more than 2,200,000l.; an amazing fum!

Do confiderably
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confiderably greater than what ufed to defray
the exigencies of government, not more than

feventy or e1ghty years fince.

APPENDIX.

pedient,

‘enable art incredible number of induftrious

APPENDI X.

F it fhould not be thought proper 0
I oblige all landlords to divide their farms,
becaufe many of them might find it difficult
to raife money for ere@ing farm-houfes, {J¢.
yet it would, without doubt, be highly ex-
and even abfolutely neceffary, to
diflolve all private articles and leafes, fo far
as to leave it to the landlord whether to
adopt this new mode or not. By thefe
means a great number of nobility and gentle- |
men of large property, who, to my know-
ledge, highly approve of this {cheme, would
immediately fet about this national under-
taking; which would encreafe their incomes;

" add amazingly to the emolument of the

ftate, fupply all ranks of people with the
neceflaries of hfe upon moderate terms, and,
at the fame time, fufficiently encourage and

and
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and worthy farmers to culiivate their lands
and bring up their families. And thofe
noble perfonages and gentry, who might not,
in all refpets, approve of this {cheme, would
have a proper check upon their tenants, who
now lord it with a high hand over the poor,
and are aftonifhingly infolent to the very
owners of their farms.

Wuzen the landlord has a legal power of
telling a great farmer, I give you motice to
quit my farm at Michaelmas twelve-month,
if you do not every week, from this time,
{end fuch a quantity of wheat, &e. (in pro-

- portion to the produce) to market, there

would be an end of hoardmg and with-
holding corn, acaln{’c which the Scriptures
fpeak fo emphatically. “We fhall conftantly
have our markets full, and the neceflaries of
life cheap. Nothing but fuch a meafure
will oblige this rich and opulent body of
people to pay a due regard to the laws of
humanity, of whicl many of them feem to
have but very imperfect app*‘ehenﬁons and
yet fome, though very few, of them are
very amiable perfons. My friend Philo-

gathos,
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gathos, always furnithes the poor of his
parith with wheat at 30s. a quarter, even
when the general price is 3l

IN Chefhire, Lancafhire, Northumber-
land, and Wales, the common people eat
barley bread. In the counties of Stafford,
Derby, Weftmoreland, Cumberland, North-
humberland, Yorkfhire, Lancathire, and
Chefhire, a great number of people eat
oat bread.

o IR mam——k

N O one hears with more concern than I
do of riots, tumults, and infurre€tions. My
heart bleeds for our infatuated, miferable
countrymen ; who, having fome caufes of
complaint, and apprehending they fhould
want bread, unhappily have affembled in a
riotous manner, to the great detriment of
the community, as well as of individuals.
Many weighty confiderations require that
crimes of this dangerous nature and enor-
mity fhould be punithed : government could
not otherwife be fupported, nor liberty and

PI’OPCX‘ty
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property be fecured : all would be anarchy
and confufion. But yet as much mercy and
compaflfion fhould be extended to them,.
they thould be treated with as much lemty and

tendernefs, as the nature of their guilt, com-

pared with the many circumftances pleadmg
in their favour will admit of: and I firmly
hope that the legiflative power will foon find
out remedies for thefe convulfions of the ftate.

The ftop that the wifdom of the Adminiftra-
tion has juft now put to the exportauan of
all forts of grain, has given inexpreflible joy
and fatisfaction to all ranks of people.

P TGS

IT were eafy to fhew the great difference
between the prices of things before and fince
a tax was laid upon them.

" Every one fees how a duty of 3s. 4d.
upon 561b. of falt has affetted the prlce of -
that neceffary commodity.

Canprrs were bought at 3d. a pound
before a duty was laid upon them; but, at

prefent, they are advanced to 7d. Previous

to

|
|
!
z
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to the laying on this duty, they were made,

in general, by houfekeepers, though that
bufinefs is now become a feparate trade.

‘Mawrt, before an excife was levied upon
it, was made by the farmers in general, and
fuch as had not conveniencies, or did not
chufe to make it, could exchange a comb
of barley for the fame meafure of malt, with-
out paying any thing in lieu of that ex-
change, which is now gs. a comb. This.
is alfo become a very lucrative trade to in-
dividuals, efpecially the makers of foreign
malt, who pay no duty, but are allowed, by
way of bounty and ftore-room money, 4s.
for every quarter of barley made into malt
and exported. |

A great variety of other articles, though

~neceffaries of life, are fubje&t to heavy im-

pofts, and are confequently, I had almoft
faid, an intolerable burden to the confumers.
I could, and may hereafter, propofe an cafy
nethod of removing thgs grievance.

THE
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THE pr’incipal argument offered in favour
of the bounty is, that we have grown much
greater quantities of corn, and have had it
cheaper in general fince than it was before
that premium was granted: the bounty
therefore was the caufe of thefe greater
quantities and cheapnefs. ‘

Tue premifes are granted; but the con-
fequence is denied.

" Frowm the time of William the Firft to
the reign of Henry the Seventh, wars,

cither civil or foreign, and coaquefts, were
generally the objeéts of our thoughts.  But

Henry was a great prince, and wifely culti-
vated the arts of peace. Agriculture made
fome, though a flow, progrefs from this
period to 1688, when, invited by a brave
people, who were determined to facrifice
their lives and fortunes rather than be de-
prived of the natural rights of mankind,
William Prince of Orange mounted the
Englith throne. He gloriowfly defended the
“ liberties
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liberties of Europe, gave fome check to the
rapid progrefs of the arms of Lewis the

~ Fourteenth, who was aiming at univerfal

monarchy. The liberty of Englithmen, how
much foever we may boaft of a Magna
Charta, takes its date from this happy era.
And no fooner were the people of this ifland

{enfible that their civil and religious liberties

and their properties were fecured, but they
vied with each other in cultivating their
lands, in encouraging trade and commerce,
and were feized with an infatiable defire of
improving the arts and {ciences. From in-
quiries and experiments, we foon acquired a
fuperior fkill in agriculture, which foon en-
abled us to grow corn in vaft abundance.
This, and not a bounty of three-pence three

farthings a bufhel for barley and feven-pence
half-penny a bufhel for wheat, made every

kind of grain cheaper than it was before.

Queen Anne purfued the meafures of our
- great Deliverer; reduced the power of France

to a very low ebb, and gave all poffible en-
couragement to the whole circle of arts and
fciences. In return for this royal patronage,

favour,
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" favour, and muniﬁcence, the learned, of ali
countries, beftowed upon her reign the
epithet of Auguftan and Golden Age.

Harriry for this kingdom, fhe was
fucceeded by a Prince of the illuftrious Houfe
of Hanover, who was prtfumpuvc hexr of
the Crown of Great-Britain.

STiLL enjoying the fame privileges under
this royal family, {o great have been our
conquefts and acquifitions, fo amazingly ex-
tenfive our trade and commerce, during the
reigns of the late King and our prefent
aufpicious Monasch, that the moft impartial
and exact accounts of them will {carcely be
Credlted a century or two hence

“ In England,” fays a Ffench writer of
eminence, ¢ where the 'fubje&s,. under pro-
« tection of law, with fafety enjoy tranquility,
“ convenience, and all the fruits of their
¢ labour, improvements in the {cience of
* agriculture have added greatly to the pro-

“ duce of the land: and as to a foreign

¢« market,
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« market, for the furplus of their own con-
“ {umption, that was gafily found.
<< Thine, Freedom! thine the Bleffings pictur'd bere
“¢ Thine are the Charms that dazzle and endear”
“BuT if the bounty is the caufe of our
growing greater quantities of corn, I fhall
be glad to learn from the advocates for this
meafure, how it happens that all parts of

~ the kingdom do not grow greater quantities

of corn? that one county in partlcular, and
that none of the largeft, has fome years ex-
ported nine parts out of ten of all the barley
that has been thipped for foreign markets,
though all counties are entitled alike to this
bounty ? If they anfwer, The lands of this
county are better than thofe of any other, -

then the goodnefs of the lands, and not the

bounty, is the caufe of their growing greater
quantities of corn. If they fay the fituation
of that county is more convenient for ex-
portation, then the fituation, and not the
bounty, is the caufe, &c, .

A vy that I fhall add further upon the

“bounty is this : Would gentlemen have a

bounty
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sounty given when corn is very deat, or
when it is. very cheap? It certainly ought
not to be given when corn is very dear, be-
caufe it will enhance the price of what is
confumed at home, and bring on a {carcity
or famine. It is unnceflary to grant it when
corn is very cheap, becaufe the lownefs of
the price will be a {ufficient inducement for

foreigners to purchafe it. Befides, in gene-

ral, when the price of grain is low it is the
effect of plentiful crops. . And I have heard

fome honeft, intelligent farmers own, that
they have very often gained more when

wheat has been at 28s. per quarter, than

when they have received double that money "

for it ; for this obvious reafon, that in the
former cafe they had more than twice the
quantity of corn they had in the lattet.

Cmen . G st

THE Pro?dfal for bringing up all cow--

calves, ewe-lambs, ¢F¢, will effectually reduce
the price of butcher’s meat to a ftandard
fufficiently low in a little more than one
year. It is even now confiderably lower than

it was {ix weeks ago. Perhaps to open the

ports
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ports for live ftock would fill operate more
powerfully upon the minds of grafiers,
butchers, &c.  And if a bounty was granted
of 5s. a head for all cows and bullocks, and
2s. 6d. a head for all calves and lambs,
imported from abroad, many of our mer-
chants, whofe correfpondence is very gene-

ral and extenfive, would foon find out places

from which they would be able to furnifh
us with great numbers of cattle both fat and
lean, by which means we thould almoft im-
mediately be able to buy meat, butter, cheefe,
&¢. at moderate prices. And if the wifdom of
parliament fhould not judge it right to leave
our ports always open for the importation of
grain, cattle, and all the other neceflaries of
life ; yet to lodge ©a difcrétionary power
 with his majefty in council to ftop or
¢ admit of the exportation of all forts of
grain and all the neceflaries of life, and to
open the poi'ts for the importation of them
from all countries in the known world,’
juft as the exigencies of the time fhall ap-
pear to require, would, in all probability, be
attended with moft happy confequences to
the ftate. |
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I ,thofe g1eat perfonages, Whowalone have 1} «
“'f the power off rec{llafemg the affajrs ¢

f1 gove1 fis

" ‘f‘ment, Ihould thmk fo favourably of - any ef’;.‘ o

| ""',the propofals lald before them and the pubhc S
~in thefe ‘papets, a,s to conﬁder, improves

i and render them of genefal utility,- theyv‘f" -

~ will enjoy the bigh luxury of doing good,

- ,and conc1hate to themfelves the walm affec-

| __THE author alfo, who, for many years,,
'has ‘made aguculture and’ other branches of

o ,‘lknowledoe, ‘which he .4pprehended to be
‘condfuélve to’ the true’ “interefts of foc1ety, o

: 'fthe ObJC&S of hlS thoughts and ﬂudy, will -

“enjoy great pleafure and complacence of_‘>

~ mind from the pleaﬁng reﬁeéhon, that he

B 'has employed his time {0 as to ende:wour to o

'+ be ufeful to the commumty of whxch he has i

the happmefs to b@ a member;i‘ i
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