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AN ADDRESS
 Propictors

 EAST-INDIA STOCK.

At a beriod when the affairs of the East-India

Company are become topics of such general dis-
cussion, when the public opinion is pondering

between the policy of continuing that great

- chartered body as it is at present constituted,

and the expediency of throwing open the East-
India trade to the nation at large, it cannot bs
con$idered irrelevant to offer a few facts referring

to the individual patronage of those persons who

} ‘have ‘been entrusted with the administration of

vB ) ) ‘
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East-India affairs in this country, the manner in
whieh the patronage is disposed of, end the va-
rious subsequent objects it embraces. - |

It is understood that the charter of the East-

India Company expires in 1814. An imperious -
niecessity, therefore, demands a clear and un-

garbled adjustment of their commercial concerns

~ antecedent to that period, with a distinet ac-

count of debtox and credltor pomtmol out by

what means the present enormous current debt,

payable with interest, is to be llqmdated And
it is hoped, ‘that the temtorlal resources of Hin-

dostan may furnish a sedative to the minds of the

- proprietors and the public ; for, should the com- -
pany be. deprived of a renewal of the: charter, .
any other mode of settlement mig ht create mﬁm»nte
dlssattsfaetlou to all’ who aue not in the Secret.\

Committee. \

It has been, found that a very genexal system
of corruption. has prevaﬂed in the dxstubutlon
of patronage, and ‘which seems. to pelvade the

. body of dlrectors, thou gh,. certalnly, not: un-

: exceptlonab]e, oL m the. same. degree of i msau-; :
" tious confiderce. |
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: All appointments within " the. gift of directors

have, no- doubt, occasionally been subjected .to

barter, in the true spirit of merchandizing. |

-« The actual value of a thmg

o« ls Just as much as it w111 bring.”

AII places cwll or rmhtary, nava] mechcal or
clerlcal have probably been’ seldom dlsposed of .

by those the Directors gene:ally gave them to,

 without  an, expectatlon of' an equivalent from

those who were to recelve the benefit.

* To pos1t1ve]y aver to What annual product the
patronage might amount Would be difficult ; butit
has been a common pracuce ever since the insti-

tutlon of East-Indla patronage, to pubhcly offer

- placesand .appomtments within the controul of Di-
rectors at fixed marketable prices, and therefore,

affords a ,standard eorrect enmwh to _]ustxfy a
- calculation. For example —

- Some. few : yeals ‘back, the followmg artlcle
appeared from. ‘the Indra House, in the publxc

;papers

Yesterday, ata Couxt of Dnrectors of' the Fast-—
B 2
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India Company, the following writers and cadets
were voted for the service of the present sea- -

son :——

("at £4000 each, £144,000

56 writers for Bengal «+
86 ~————— Madras+. | — 3000 — 108,000
12 . Bombay.. | o | — 2000 — 24,000
1 Clina.es | & | — ~— = 5,000 .
o | -
: ‘ 2 \
200 cadets for Bengal ) & :
200 Madras { & S g B L
200 —- Bombay Y 600 180,000
— } & =] -
600 ?é_ 2 ~ Per Ann. & 461,000
. ’:” . h
2 | Exclusive of other civil, mi-
=g litary, naval, medical, cle-
=]
- rical, preferable voyages,
‘ warehouse -keepers,clerks,
Y, L elders, labeurers, &c.

The number of plopnetms who have embarked
their property in the concern is now about 2300.
It requires no argument to prove decisively the
benefit which would accrue to every member, by

addmw the sum of FOUR HUNDRED AND SIXTY-

' ONE THOUSAND per annum to their dmdends,

‘to enable them to pay the annual purchase of

their exclusive monopoly, or to form a sinking

B . fund to reduce their debts to that public,. Wthh

e e
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otherwise must sooner or later take the loss on
their backs, without sharing the profit.

It is plain that the proprietors have most
grossly neglected their own interests, to have
stopped so long, with such supine indifference,

under the pressure. of a monopo]y within mono-
poly.

be to raise the prostrate character of the direc-
tion, diminish the féul andAwide-spreading streams
of corruption, and restore them to their pristine
celebuty '

Should the foregomg estimate of the patxon—-
age be questioned, the evidence of the Com-

pany’s books, (if called for,) with the examination

of Mr. Toone, Mr. qudfor(l,f Shee,“‘and:b:ther
~agents, befare the House of Commons and the
~Committee, as to the market-prices, will 'béaf

‘out the calculatmn of wuters and cadets, exclu-

sive of what the other items have brought and
’ ‘wﬂl bring, if put to sale, -

~

- It will not escape ‘the reader, that many sub+
sequent advantages, exclusive of these appro-

»p'-riations, will result, not the least of which will |

It would add much to the respectablhty and :

o

i



- examined by the court,
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security of the Company’s service, if the can-

didates for the writer-ships were continued to be -

those for military em-
ployments: by the commander-in-chief and mas-
ter-general of the ordnance or board of general
officers, the medical candxdate,s by the medical
board, naval by the admiralty, and clerical by
the primate of Eno*land or by such blshop as his
‘grace may appomt '

It may be injurious to the interest of certain

_characters who look for re-election durante rife;

but this first rate vessel, stupendous as she is ad-

mitted to be, requires no such stationary pilots,

or any such fized officers: the hackneyed rea-
soning in favour of this ‘mohopoly is fallacious,

and will sapthe foundatlon Wlthout the most

.serious attentlon

-The old system of obtammw votes with pa-
tlonage sheuld be abolished, and a new system

for. it is this. rc-electxon that combmes

~the separate interests and enormous beneﬁts dc—

rived from the patronage, which Wlll at any time,

“ find its leml ” thlouo'h El}oland Ixeland and-“

| Scotland.
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- Government. has ‘'availed itself of the suggess
tions of the ‘commissioners nominated for the
-reduction. of the national expenditure.

In some cases the salaries have been increased
through the treasury, customns, excise-offices,: &c.
and the extra fees abolished. It has proved very
salutary ; and why should not this reform be ex-
tended to- those who direct the’ affairs of the

Bast-India Company P-—L-Why ‘not . put them on

a footing with the commissioners of public

boards

* the benefits of the patronage with the other pro-

If the twenty f’om oentlemen are necessary to
conduct the business ‘of the maltifarious com-
mittees, let them have salaries propoitioned to
their situation, :

missioners of the treasury; and let them share -

prie‘tors in_ proportion’ to. the stock they hold

in the East India funds. Suppose the sala=~

ries amount to £24,400 per annum,=— - that is,

£1000 for each of the twenty-four DerCtOI‘S, )
aid £200 addition to each chairman; fifty times

’,uhat sum ‘will accrue to t»he‘proprletprs by rthlst

‘alteration alone, and their civil and military of-

B e e T T R
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ficers be more capable, respectable, and firmly
- attached to the service of their country and the

Company’s: interest, having a stake in it. If

. £1000 per annum is considered too insignificant

for the acceptance of these we@lthyproprietors,

they may be informed there are thousands of

gentlemen, . as adequate to the duties of the

situation as themselves, who would gladly

bestow “their talents and labours for half the

money.

that any Director has himself ‘taken direct money

- from the obhgé but a multitude of wrltershlps‘

and,,_cadetmes have been sold by public army,
coin‘mission, and private, agents, both male and

female, four and five deep, ;land‘ the money paid

into the hands of the second person, -but.this
second person may ha_ve_ “.abused the Direc,tar?g
“ confidence.” -

.iMuch has. been sald of the dehnquency of pub-

lic agents. - Before any crlmmgl ,1nt¢nt10n is pre-

ferred against men. acting openly in their profes-

sion, ‘it should be asked,—Did they violate _any | 1
oath? - If they were employed by the friend of

Nothing has appeared that T know of, to prove

9

any Director, to transfer or sell a writership or
cadetcy, was it the agent who committed the
breach of confidence? or was there at the time

any existinig law relative to East-India patronage

that forbade their interferences ? Lord Kenyon,

n summing up the case of IHogan wersus Shee,

Hiliary Term, 1796, said,—* I see nothing criminal
““in the conduct of Shee, the agent; if he was not

¢ enabled to perfect the bargain in the time, the

“ money must be returned.—Verdict £100.” Tt is

- evident the Company’s consulting council could

find none when they were ordered to search; and,

not until then, Mr. Perceval was osientaciously

requested (in 1'809) to introduce a clause in his

: Place Bill, ‘to restrain them in futme

““An agent who was unconscious of oﬂ"ence most
certamly ought not to have been accused -of cri-
nl'in‘ali.ty s for if ‘there was no. existing ‘sta'tut,_e,
forbiding persons to traffic for their livelihood in

'Eas'b-lndia\i commissions, there. could bé no ille-

gality in- persumg hls employments in 1800,

N Aoents and brokers ale the most useful men in

R

- society, especially in a commercial country;' they

fa}gilitate ~ business ; they are " evidence - between .
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-buy.er' and seller ;—without such men.the business

of government loans and foreign remittances

could - not be,executed; .merchants could not
carry on their business, nor attend to their books

and correspondence. . Some wholesome regula-

tions, it is true, are wanting, and might be

adopted, which I am certain the respectable part |

‘of those agents and brokers will cheerfully sub*
seribe to:—there is a precedent in the City-of-
‘London brokers, they, petition the Court of Al-
dermen. to ‘_‘b,e,admittéd, and, lf' approved, take
out a silver ticket, and pay a rent of forty shil-
lings a year to the city-chamber, and none other
/ are supposed to act, under a penajty. .This plan,
if -adopted by .g ovemment,ewoul;dv notmonlywbe
salutary, - but more palatable, than: many other

imposts ; a,nd a very productwe revenue, under

certain regulations, with little expense, would he

~derived -from it. S ol ¥
~Toreturn. from this dlgressmn.-——lf there was

- no- law- before: 1809 against .agents selling East-

India patronage  unmolested,and even zmad-

monished, for a century, it folllows, ,tl,z,at,, if \a_n_y ‘

man was previously prosecuted, on such a charge,

TR
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the indictment must be wrongly laid, the grand |
Jury -some way most grossly zmposed wupon,  the

laiws abused, and the salus populi, - (especially of

' mdwzdual families, who cannot resist great and

powerful bodies,) utterly-endangered by the pre-
cedent, and no man is safe in his character; his
property, or his ]]Ci $070. L ' | ‘

If it should be asked whether these -queries

have any reference to  the" case of A. Shee,

senior, the answer is obvious, it has: the repli-
cation may be; that he was indicted for receiving

money under false pretences ; saying, ¢ ke would

‘% do (viz. get a cadetcy) what HE KNEW at the

“ time (fhe ‘East-India season of '1799): he could
“ mot do, f or dny‘ Z’eiﬁwn whatsoever.,” . But, nine.

' years after, this indictment proved to bea gross

subornatlon and falsehood, and it came out; by

the “inconceivable - revolving - of divine - justice;

before a Committee of the House of Commons

on East-India patronage, ‘and “on their: Report

of the evidénce given by Sweeney Toone, Esq.

an East-India Director, - That  Shee was com=

R petent at the time, (in the season: 1 799,) for
¢ that he ‘(Toone) gave a-cadetcy o Mr. Evans,

N i e T ST, R S Ve ¢
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“ he afterwards found Mr. Evans gave it to Mr.

“ Sanderson, Mpr. Sanderson to Mr. Wright,
“ (who employed Shee, as a public army commission
“ agent, to sell it,) and that Shee did sell it (for
“ his employer Wright ) | JSor three hundred guineas,
“to Mr. Lewis.” And it appears by the Com-
pany’s books, to this day, that Mr. Samuel

Lewis did go out a cadet in their service, on

that very nomination, that very season. But Pré—
vious to and upon Shee’s ‘preéipitated trial Mr.
Toone was not to be found. But when it was
found_’(necesséry for the Directors ‘to make a
‘defence themselves against the charges of Mr.
Tyrwhitt Jones, it then became also ‘necessary,
fpreV"iOu_s- to their prokseéu_tiori, for ‘their crown
solicitor to make a display and fix on somebody
(out of the many hundred of agents) to :v-p‘ro;
secute for selling cadetcies, for the first time,
‘taking care that it ‘should be well-known to be
‘at: the Directors instigation and ‘expense. ‘By
the printed report of the Committee of the

House of Commons and never ‘until then, could
-Shee discover the reason why he could not find the
man he first sold the cadetcy to; Kinnaird, the man

13

who employed him to sell it ; Wright, nor the di+
rector, Mr.Toone, from whom' it was obtained ; 'at::
last it came out, on cross-examining Mr. Davison,
oﬁe of the company’s principal clerks, before the
Committee, that Kennaird was suborned, before:
trial, with £ 32 to go mto concealment, without
any order or custody of court, but merely to ple-f
vent Shee returning him his depomt mpney, on’
the re-sale, to Mr. Lewis, thereby to fabricate
the charge ; and he was farther rewarded, after -
trial, with a commission in the Company’s ser- _
vice worth _£300, and 4£100 to fit him out of
the way of discovering the trap of going into
concealment and tutorage, until the-season ex-

pired, and then, (as Davison confessed to the

Commlttee, he ‘was a man- that would do any

thing they bade him ;). coming forward as prose-'
cutor at the Directors expense, for. not having |
had his deposxt returned,. which lay for him, -af-

ter the resale,. .at Hammersl‘eyws. “ Although he

‘knew and. the report of  the Committee states,
- that Dayison~. .acknowledged ;_repegte’dly, . that” .
' l,both,_S‘he,e ~and his son .were diligently in-
| ‘.quixl‘ing‘ for vhim to return “him his deposit,
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after the re-sale to Mr. ‘Lewis, but he was no’

where to be found, until he was brought out of

/illegal ..concealment into court, as prosecutor,

They -also knew, that Mr. Willey, Shee’s attor-
ney, as soon as it was ‘discovered that. Kinnaird

had any representative, tendered the deposit to

 his solicitor, Mr~Chatham,x-_d\edjucti-ng, only the

expenses. of the te-sale, £2: - as is usual

when the first purchaser fails- to make good his

bidding : this tender Chatham rejected, saying
% the. money was mnot. the object, the Fast:India
‘\‘-fv Directors were the _prosecutors.”  Upon . this
~ unhappy man’s affidavit were the bills found,” the
trial precipitated, and the joint* affidavit of Shee,

and his attorney to postpone it réjeCted‘" ‘neither
Shee’s employer, Wright, mnor the Dlrector, ’\/Ir

‘Toane, being to be found for Shee.”. "

. By:~these manoeuvres M. Tyrwhltt Juness

| charg_es-_ were - succeszully rebutted, ‘and. by, this '
 fabricated maiden-prosecution the Directors saved

 their immense patronage ever since;—vide Wood-

fall's' Report of the debates at ‘Lézidé‘nh&ll}ﬁﬁéét,;

¥ Vide The Case, &c. -,
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| Quarterly Court, September, 1800; and ‘the Re--

port. of the Select- Committee ‘of the House of
Commons, appointed to investigate East-India

~patronage,  1809; -then the reader’s’ inference.
would be—«what man in busmess 1s -safe aoamst‘

such: traps, such' practice, such-a- txeasury, and.

so immense an objeet ta be retained?
I shall finish here on the corrupt drsposa:l of

East-India. patronage, a subject which has been

the.occasion of so mtxc'-hfnotoriety of late. =+

-Calumnious reports have goneabroad, calculated

to:injure ‘many gentlemen who justly standf'hi{gh‘

in public estimation, and whose reputations ought

not . to- have been assailed or the- lustre of "theirf

~virtues tarnished, by the. sombre shades that did
: dmtmgmsh their delinquent colleguesaz that tine;.

however, certain oentl*emenf recovered from: ‘the

agitation of the rumour, : recommended @ _few re-

signgtions; and, ondeliberatereflection, have qua~
‘hﬁed the unpepular and - mhuman resolution of
‘mqmrmo,‘ al the young .men, to return, whose
relatives. or fmends obtamed their appointments::

by pecuniary means, instead of which, I under-

stand, those are only to, be sent back who were
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privy to the transaction, whlch it is to be hoped

are very few.: :

Now the curtain-is “drawn, - ‘i‘ndisputaﬁ‘le" evis
dence appears, to confirm unprejudiced. minds
that very unwarrantable practices have prevailed
in the distribution of East-India ~‘patronage," and
very dan gerous ‘means resorted to and introduced

as legal: practice, to screen the real delinquents

from the indignant proprietary: artifices so gross

‘and deceptions so multifarious. on the streams of

justice were not likely to escape the rod of inves-

‘tigation; and, in the process of the examination,

it has been: rendered: manifest, that the most

intriguing manceuvres and duplicity have: marked

each step of ‘the parties’ concerned * ‘
‘This finesse and malversation- ought to prove

demonstratrve to the proprletors that the -patron-

o

should ‘be no longer in the body of Directors,
neither is it with better reason that they exclu-
sively monopolise the- :ernoluments, ‘thereby deri-

ved, “but whatever advaintages can'consistently

% Vide the Cornln‘it'(t'ee’;si-ﬁeport on East-India éatronar‘ge,?ifsyovg; :

AT b
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be accepted should be dedicated to the propri-
etors-at large, or publicly sold, as there are' so
many eager - purchasers to redeem the aﬂ‘alrs of
the. Company ' |

~ The optime  merenti velguawtum speculationis
should be the measure adopted in the distribution
of patronage, without favour or affection to seni-

ors or juniors, an innovation not likely to dimi-

- nish either the respectability or ‘consequence of -

the Directors; this would, doubtless, not only
excite a laudable ambition in the rival candidates.
‘who might become competitors at the elections;

- but, .what.is more imp‘ortant,r restore East-India

stock and. credit to estimation, propor'tione'd" 10
1683, when the stock -rose from 360 to 500 -pér ‘

ccent. and by these equitable means, in their-own =

‘hands, supersede the exposure, year after year,
~of the Company going- begging to ' parliament,
: or:with‘holding a statement of their affairs.

If, on the contrary, the proprretors will shut

their e eyes to thrs seven-headed hydra of’ coxrup-
tron, the monster erl chanore his shape and re-
~ turn wrth renovated strength _augmenting devas-

tatron and undermme the commercral interests

¢
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of the company, involving in its destruction
the civil and military éstablishments. both. in

‘England and Indostan; neither is it problema-
‘tical, should such.a prophetic calam-i‘ty}bé-rea’&

lised, . that the prosperity or possibility, the

‘existence of -her kind and fostering mother,
* would be endangered by the warmth of affection,

in attempting to rescue this erxppled <child from

-the perileus conflict.

JIs it to be imagined that the msatiable eagfle
of France, "ever hovering over the destinies of
this country, will suspend his usual .vigilance

imperial isles, who, -when: unshackled: .and in

* It is remarkable thatbwhen Lhe .E’mperer of .France has occa-
‘sion to, mvelgh agamst thls country to his senate, he seets dxs-
concerted that this eimblematical ﬁgure should adom and be
emblazoned on the Brmsh standard and, appalled by its cha-

ractemst:c arrd noble qualmes, w1§hes the worfd to ‘believe that

the subtte and crafty ‘qu_ahues of 'the leopafd‘“buld mdte ‘ap-
-propriately représeiis thie proiirient fédtuires 6 ‘Gréat Britifr.

4

and neglect the favourable erisis for pouncing
on _the British lion,* already languishing under
‘domestic exertions P—that noble guardian of those

vigour, has proved invincible, when not injudi-

R
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ciously led forth or eurbed; has, uniformly exhi-
bited, on the waveing baners of Britaynia, mul-
tiplied and distinguished achrevements Uf honour
and glory. ‘ ‘ o
- Sufficient hias transplred of late to occasion
very serious &pprehenswns,» tending to shew that
the -complicate government of India is: top un-
wieldy for its rilers. One hundred and fifty
thousand soldiers must be considered formidable
' 'atihoi’n'e 'when under ’th‘e most judicious discipline,
even: in the seat of aovernment how much more
80 & body-of mén compesed five-sixths of native
‘troops and 10,000 miles distamt? It emely then
~becomes an object of ‘vast importance; that no
jealousy should: be excited between the ‘natives
and -;regulars, that they should<have one Common
ohbject, and that there should exist no ‘real cause
-of discontent; their religious and local habits

: ‘Of'i"mziﬁnére‘ should not be broken~ in upoen, and

respect should be borne as far as relates even to
..costmne c S

A.ny vanatmn of custematy allewa;nces ?to the
‘anmy is: equally m;]udmmus at- such a metment, it

- Twases dissatisfaction, it may produce a mutinous

c 2
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; ‘ disposition; when men have enlisted to’ serve
in a tropical chmate, devoting themselves ‘to
voluntary exlle for 23 years from therr ‘native

estabhshments, except China, lncludmg Bengal
Fort St. George, and Bombay; the capital being

dlmrnrshed the extent of domaln at such’ a crisis
country, Who only look forward, at the termi-
may prove an ‘additional source of mrsfortune.

nation of that perlod to- ‘retire from' the service
In such proportron as these remarks may be .
verified, in a comparative deO'ree, will the friend-

Shlp of the natives be léss to be relied on.

S - “with  their pay; when it is consrdered that, ‘in
‘the lottery of human. lrfe, only one ‘in sixteen,
‘returns in 28 years- with the blessings of health,

It has been remarked ‘that, when private or
a reward they might expect if they remamed in |

|
| ppubhc commercial compames feel themselves
sl their own country. |

S : - foundering, they are too apt to try very despe-
T - When all these facts are reﬂeeted on, prudence : N L I
b : . rate remedles in order to procrastmate mxschlef !
and state pohcy equally demand that no means - :

-should  be omltted to attach the Indlan army,

: whlch is’ not to be averted lndwrduals com-

‘.posrng secret commrttees are afforded opportu-
~ consistent Wlth mrhtary obedience. -

It has been said; that if the- affairs of the East-k
India Company wére farrly wound up, and’ the A

nltres, by prescrence, of drmlmshmg therr respec-

“tive' mterests, before the accounts are made pub-

lie.

=

v ‘balance struck, it would appear that there Would
By o  be asum not short ‘of £35, OOO 000 of debt——

The managers who exercrse the controlhng

. h he b d ll d l h : power over the expendlture of this commerc1a1 . |
‘ '-It s oped the "next. u get b 1spe t s o o Lev1athan have probably percelved their danger,
o rumours e LI .

‘ - and, after deep pondermg, have coucluded pos-

o o The debt under the present system, must be- '
'13 A ‘ ‘~-51bly, that no falr prospects could be’ expected
! annua]ly augmentmg, and it seems. by the reports

v «rf li totheCm saffalrs,b aug-
to have: been ofﬁcrally stated, that a loss. has been 0 ame lora " ? pany y &

: mentmo the trade, whrch has mduced them to
'sustained for some years by balance on all the ,

try the hazardous experrment of brrdlmg expen- E

3

S e e e = 3 .
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diture. If this experiment has been tried on the

Madxas army, the result bas proved the folly.

If Sir G. B. assumed, as chief-in-command, to
restrain any part of the usual aIlowauces, it s

a weak order,—the source w111 be traced home '

the facts will be published, and the real cause
eluc1dated in one word ,——incapacity. _

“An officer, to whom such a command was en-
trusted, should have felt the pulse of the army ;

4000 officers, commanding 150,000 men, ought -

to be respected, as a contumacious. disaffection
lo‘ht have brought down the native princes,

$0 that the extent of the cata,strophe could not

‘be estlmated '
"To be brief —-The state of the Companys‘

funds —--the annual lncreased debt ‘and 1nte,
Test, the mao*mtude of the terrltory,-—the in-

-terference of other powers who can navwate.
' cheaper, partlcularly Amencans who are already'
making most alarmlng stndes in Eastern _com- .

merce and reseal ch, -—~the 1mbeclhty of the rulers 3

of the concerns —-—and thelr lncapacrty to pro-b

ceed wrth any advantage to the Mother Coun- :

tr),—all evince the necessrty of a change in the

system. * ¥ shall ‘therefore proceed, most-hum-
bly, and with pfrofourid ‘deference to the wisdon
and justice of the legistature and the Proprietors
of East-India stock, to suggest a plan, or plans,

for ameliorating the condition of the Company’s
. finances, and extending - their ¢ommerce imme-

diately, or Buonaparte, having failed by the way
of Egypt, will explore a road to our East-India

settlements iz Amerlca, for Whlch he wdl make

great sa(‘rlﬁces

Wlth respect to the East-India Company, and -

the exclusive privileges they possess, as affecting

the British empire at this crisis, it must be con-

- sidered a morbid excrescence, “which has taken

deep oot within the bosom’ of her parent, whose
ex1stence is endangered by its raprd growth and

many other unfavourable appearances. If this

was contemplated on abstractedly, and divested
' f of fninor consrderatrons no doubt could be en-

tertained, ‘but the most eligible treatment would

probmg and preparing, the whole’ frame mlght

| be dangerously convulsed ; rt is tbelefore expe-

_ be extrrpatlon yet, if performed Wlthout duly"

-
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L dient to administer palliatives the most safe and I
effectual, with a view of suspending the disease, ;;
|l - rather than hazard the life of the mother, until .
f ' . . ;|
! some -radical cure can be finally determined
upon. e i

" THE PLANS.

Tre Company to have their charter renewed
for seven, fourteen, or twenty-one years, in pro- -

_ pbrtion to the former conditions, excepting as to

the patronage being at the‘dis[‘)osal of the Direc-

tors; and the licences, under certain regulations,
_ to proprietors of East-India stock, to form com-
‘ meircial firms, in any part of the United King-
dom, for the purpose of trading to the Com-
pany’s settleméllts, to. take off the superfluous
-pr_oduCe, after the Company’s ships are supplied.

e S A P St A B R e R e S A B R R S PO

‘Thus giving a running charter, to try the first ex-

in ~periment, by opening only the surplus trade, and .
o that by means of _known capitalists, who could
‘:i%{" E _ qualify by becoming (if not already) proprietors .
P ' of India stock. Should this experiment be ap-

proved for seven years, the Company may, du-
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ring that time, be winding up their concerns pre-
paratory to a dissolution, making arrangements
for their property to meet the demands, gradu-
ally reducing their establishments ~of':clerké and
civil officers, artificers and labourers, ~"\;v-hich

amount, abroad and at home, to some thousands,

with their families dependent on tfem, and who
will have other masters to seek. ,

. ‘Then,if the wisdom of thelemrsla’eure, havingp pru-
dently paved the way. hy this experiment, should
decide upon entirely opening the trade, an aban-
donment of that delusive. lgs¢ grasp, a corpora-
tion, and a cerdial surrendey of the sovereignty
to. 7HE PeNI1CE REEGNT AND. His SCegEssORs;
as. EMrerors ox Hinpestaw, will probably be

the result. Govemmen,t guaranteeing the debts

and inteyest, ceunter-securmw the publie hy thﬂ

territorial:possessions of the \«C‘om,pany, ~e1’eherwhy .

~who  have explored the interior wresources gnd

* capabilities” of that ewtended territory. The
political ‘temper - and bearings -of - the ‘eountry
powers with and upon each other, the most pro-
bable means of reconciling them to a sincere co-
operation and participation in a pure, enlighten-

ing, and vigorous British constitution, without -

_trenching in the least on their religious persua-

sions; but attentive, for the good of all,~=first,
to the‘restoratfi'on and encouragement of the com-
merce of the United Kingdom. '

But should the charter be renewed on any
terms or plan, the patronage,—for which there |

always have been so many eager purchasers,

to he openly sold as commissions in the regulars,
places under the ‘judges, lord-steward of the
hoysehold, &c. are; and the produee appro- -

priated in aid- of thé hqu;datmn o? the Com—
. pany’s: debts :—Op, K SRR S A
One-half the patronage to be dwtubuted among
the proprietors, according to the stoek they hold;
the other to favm a sinking fund ‘towards the
regular. payment of theu anuual ent to the pub- |
li¢ in futurg.,-f, e e |

mortgage or sale, pessibly instituting astate de-
partment for East-India affairs, with a Board of
Commissioners, - fermed of persons-who, by edu-

}i . ' - cation,:study, and experience, “are-fitted to «supels- '

intend the civily. milit-af’y,é and?eommer‘ciial affairs

e

of so extensive an ultro-maﬂne empmre, - persons
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- The Companys mercantile and shlppmg con~
cerns to be conducted as usual by the Dxrectors
who should have, in lieu of patronage, as fol- .
lows —

The 24 Duectors £ IOOO perannum
ceach, . . . . ... £24~000 '

The ‘Chairman, addmona] o o. . 200
- Deputy, e e e e e s 200

£24,400

“‘Licences ‘to be grau't‘ed to stockholders ‘only,
and ‘a premium per ton to be levied, and applied
~ to payment of the rent for" the charter, and to
the smkmg-fund for reducmg the debts:
~Thus gradually and experimentally openm‘gﬁ'the' |
trade, which to do hastily and universally might
prove irretrievable ruin' to many speculative in-.
dividuals, who would rush into. it with Q"sl_eﬁde‘r

capitals or credit, to the destrucrion of it, them-

~ selves; and those 'eohn.e‘eted" with or dependent
on them, Exemplz gratia :— Buenos Ayres, ‘the
dangerous and deplorable consequences of Whlch

29

have be‘eny visible twice a week,“' and heard ,every
post since,‘ from our starving manufacturers and
prisoners for debt, throughout the United King-
dom. o -

- There can be no doubt, by these plans, of ex:
cluding the Americans, &c. who, by navigating

“cheaper, undersell the Company, from the sur-

plus trade, that the Company’s sales and exports
will revive, and its credit raise proportionally to

 what it was in 1683 for, thus, stock will be'

bought with avidity, and every proprietor keep
what he buys for share of patronage.

~Should these plans meet the approbatlon of
government and the necessaly co-operation of

the propnetors, whose families . will derive exten-

- sive advantaoes from . them, the prOJeetor will

“suggest two. additional plans: -—one, mtroducmg

the superﬂuous produce: to all parts of the globe,
m deﬁance of foreign decrees, edicts, ukases, &c.

~ to ;he Hcouﬂtrary,-—glvmg it a.decided preference

over all other carriers at every market in the

universe, where East-Indxa produce is in use or

estlmatxon.
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The other for erecting a splendid asylum and
comfortable retreat (totally divested of mendicity
or degradation) for such of the Fast-India mer-
chants and their families as choose to claif it,
having been less successful than others,

Note.—This Address, and these Plans, were in the press fwo

years ago, and would have been publlshed sooner; but the

author has been swept down by the irresistible force of a hid-

© den overwhelmmg cataract, (from every resource. and remnatit
- of domestlc hdppiness,) which, after its devastatmg faﬂ sniooth‘ly
jrisinuating through the land, 5preads widler as it flowed, emmng
a noxious vapour of mihe yeais  calimny, vainly thinkitg
drown thereby ¢ The rumoured al’msévq}‘\;East-Indz'a}pmmage." L
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CASE
oF . .
' M=r. A, M. K. SHEF
»\“ ' wrrﬁ THE
Dzreciars of the East-Indza Campwny,

(Referred to from Page 14.)

e “The’ ‘poorést ‘worits* that crawls npon the face 6f the eaith, stragg!mg’tb

extncate_' itself from. injustice, oppression,
specte ntheeyesodeﬁandMan” ‘

L S .. Mgs. Burxs..

To prove the means by whxch the «rand Jury ;
were mduced to ﬁnd the blll and the subse-

quent conviction, it would be unnecessary to

4tate more than what Was reluctantly extracted,
by the Cammrtt‘ee, ﬁ*o’m the lips of the prin-

cxpal agents. - To prove Mr. Shee’s innocence

and calumny, deserves to be Te-
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of the crime sworn to him, or his intent to

kcqmmit‘it, it will be briefly sufficient to state

in contrast, under one view, debtor and cre-

ditor.

The wqrds of the Affidavit, ‘

on which the grand jury were

induced to find a true billy— .

viz. “ That, in month.of Qc-
« .tober, 1799, Shee took from
“« Kin'naird-.f 100, to - obtain
% for him a cadétcy in the
o Company’s service for that
¢ season, (ending July, 1800,)
“ when, in faci Shee knew at
“ the time he could not get

“ such an appomtment for said

“ Kinnaird, or any person what- |

« soever!” On this the bills

' 'were found, thhout any notice

given Shee ¢ or hxs attorney

1 dertook at the time,

And the Report of the Com-
‘mittee of House of Commons, »

expressly to' the contrary,

states:— “ That Mr. Sweéney

“ Toone, the director, gave

"¢ Mr. Evans a cadetcy for the

¢ season 1799, which he found
“ had passed to Mr. Sanderson,
“ from Mr. Sanderson to Mr.

« Wright, that Wright em-

¢ ployed Shee, who sold it for
“ 300 guine_aé‘ to the vfathie’r of -
¢ Mr. Samuél Lewis,” who, it

appéaris by the Company's book /

Of that season, went out a cadet.

in their service, on the very no-

mination in the disposal of Skee,

| from Oct. 1799, to July, 1800.

| Positive evidence of Mr. Shee's

competency to do what he un-

»
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"Had Mz, Shee’s trial been put off until he

“could have found Mr. Toone, to give the evi-

dence in the preceding page, the’ mdlctment must .

have been found completely false and malicious,

and Shee must have been acquitted. Instead of =

which, ‘he was' forced. to trial, contrary to the
general’ practlce of all courts of law and equity,

though his solicitor. joined . him in an affidavit,

“that.they could . not. safely pxoceed for. want of

material . evxdence, meaning Mr. Toone and

“others. - i e S A

g

Copy of tke Jozm‘ Aﬁdamt, sworn in Court the
Mormng of Trml to put it oﬁ‘

(The KING aoamst ANNESLLY SHEE )

B Annesley Shee, .of Lowex Grosvenm -Place, in
- the . -county. of  Middlesex, . sworn- broker.—~The
- above-named defendant and- William: Willey; - of
Basmghall-Street ‘gentleman, severally make oath, . - |

and say :=~And " first ‘this defendant, Annesley

Y'K‘Shee fbr lnmself' sayeth that John Mathew, - of

Lower H il %'l“Stxeet, in the county of Middle-

sex, gentleman ‘and Thomas Wright, of Size-

- D
-~
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Lane, Buck-ler’s’ Bury, . London, merchant, are

both, as he is advised and believes, necessary -

and material witnesses for this defen_daht, on the
\tri_él_‘o,_f' Travers; and that he cannot with safety
to himself proceed to the trial - thereof without
the benefit of their testimony: And this depo-
nent farther saith, that, on inquiry, about tem
days ago, of Mrs, Gwinn, who lately lodged and
boarded with said John Mathew, for the purpose
of subpeenaing hi_in as an evidence for this defen-
dant: he was informed by her, that the said John
Mathew had, about three months before, gone
to Ireland on business. of consequence; but that
he was expected to- return from thence about the

beginning of ‘November next: And this depo-

~ ment farther salth that, in consequence of this'

honourable court 1efusmg to put off the trial of

this cause, and being, by his solicitor, (the other

defendant Willey,) informed, that it was mate-
| sially necessary to subpeena the said Thomas
Wright, this deponent and his said solicitor, im-
medxately on their departure from court on Tues-
day last, went to the house of the said Thomas
Wright, whom they found at home, and whem
the said William Wﬂley then served with a sub-

85
peena to attend this trial as an evidence for this
- defendant, when the said Thomas Wright seemed
much chagrined at bemg so subpocnaed alleging
that his appearing as an evidence might mate-
rially affect his future interest; and, in- positive
terms, declared he would not a;;e‘ﬁd on such trial
~whatever might be the consequence: And this
deponent farther saith, ‘that he yesterday, by the- |
desire of the said solicitor, carried a letter from
hlm to the said Thomas Wright, which this de-
ponent left at his house, to assure him the ques-
tions he feared being asked;, were not such as
~were mecessary for him to answer.  When ‘this -

deponent was informed, by the daughter of the

:said. Thomas Wright, that her father was gone .

into the co'untrfy, and had left word that her could’

" not attend: as a witness for this defendant : And

thxs deponent -William Willey, for himself salth

that he did, on Tuesday last, personally : serve the

said Thomas Wright with a true copy of a sub-
peena in this cause, whereby he was required to
appear at the Sessions-House, - for the Sa;id'coun;y
of Middlesex,_ on M'onday, the 15th day of Sep-

“tember instant, to give evidence in this matter ;

and at the same time shewed him the original

et L
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subpcena, and paid him. the sum of one shilling
as conduct money 5 and then appnzed him  that
it was necessary he should attend this honour able
court, on Saturday morning then next, at two
‘the day and time: fixed by
this -court for the. proceeding to: the trial of this
matter, when-the said Thomas Wright made use
of: the language and - expressions - before stated,
by the other deponent, to excuse his attendance;
to which this deponent replied, that he. thought
his ‘evidence so material for the defendant that
“he could by no means: conaent thexeto and-that,
if he contumacxously refused to attend the court,”
this deponent should. call him upon his subpcena, -

and he must abide the consequences : And this

‘deponent: farther saith, that for ‘himself, and- he

werily believes for the defendant, neither of .them
had, or have, any ‘wish ‘or' desire top‘ut--off\the
trial of this cause, but:from-a: full conviction in
the mind of this deponent and - the opinion -of
the dcfend'mts counsel ‘that the testimony -of

"~ the said Thomas Wright and J ohn Mathew, but

" more. paxtlculally of the former, is. abaolutely ne-

cessary for: the defendants defence herein.-
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T}eé Jollowing

the
0 would have given, had the trial be 3
off until next Sesszons. o

) . , .
do hereby certn"y, that, in the month of Se |
p-

temb
to rzr, 1799, I applled to Mr. Annesley Shee,
N i cure a young man who ‘would be willing ¢
- make a comphment of a sum .of money fi ho
or the

and would ex
ert, mterest t
0 obtam 1t h
avmg

myse]f' been 1equested by a friend to wh
pecumary conmderatwn would be an obj i
The said Mr. Shee e

3 m consequenc
the a 6 agreed f'ox
ppomtment f'm a M1 Dawd Kmnaxrd a cer

in. the Lxeth Volun
teers ‘he lef
delay takmo' place o Wlth e

fo]lo wing,

Some
in the month of Decembel
SMr Shee called. upon me, at my house
I :Oiet 1and requested me, if the appomt-
remm . already taken place, that I would
1e certificates, as Mr Kinnaird had failed

in Harley

t
urned the certlﬁcates to the sald Mx She
€.

is the Evidence which Captain Ma-
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This statement I am ready to verify 6n-oath,
if -required. In witness whereof I bave hereunto
ﬁxed my hand, thls 17th day of Octaber, 1800.

(ngned,) ~J. MATHEW,

A Deputy-Lleutenant of Mid-
dlesex, and formerlv of
his Majesty’s '13th Regt.
of Foot. ~'

‘Mr. Thomas Wright, Mr ’She‘e’s other ‘e‘m-"

‘-'ployer, was called in court upon his subpoena,

but did not answer, so that the Jury could not

avoid giving a verdict of Guilty, on the sole
evidence. of the prosecutor, who, the agents of )

the directors, ‘Davison acknowledged before the
Committee of the House of Commons was @ man
tkat ‘would do any thing they bade him, and who,
theu crown-sohmtor, Chatham, acknowledoed to
_M Wllley, he had secreted several months before
trial. L

~ FINIS. o

. Galabin and Mmhmt.,_ Printers, lngram-Courty Londoh.
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