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SERIOUS

' HERE has been Iately a
dg: current Report, that the- Eafts

verrenLpne
0. .l

¢ advance this Year a Million
P of Money to the Govern=

Pz

(AU TA T N R IR

re{‘c in éompenfatlon of which;, they were

 to obtain an A& of Parliament to prcvent |
»the Running of Tea, ,

- 'Tue monftrous Hexghth to whrch this

| ﬂlegal Pra@ice was grown, and the Damagg |

which the Public ‘fuftained by it, very ap~

parently deferved the Attentiont of our Mi~

-~ niftry. - “But. when thePoint came to be cons
fidered, they faw, that if the Duty on Tez
was lower’d fo as to prevent the Running
it, the prefent Revenue muft be greatly di<
mlnlfhed and on the other Hand’the Com=
. ' Az P pany‘

! India Company propofed to

metnd ment, at a low Rate of Inte-
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| - [4] |
pany- found,: that if too much Regard  was
had to fupporting the prefent Revenue “ari-.

~ fing from this Duty, then their Expeations
“would not be anfwer'd, And thus.thisPro-

pofal:came to nothing. =~

public -Repdrt_ ;- whether true or falfe, I will

- not enquire, ‘tho’ T think it very probable,
that fomething of this Nature was in Agi-
‘tation. -~ o ‘ |

. HowsevER, this led me into - many Re-
fleCtions upon ‘the Running of other Mer-

- chandifes in general, as well as T'eas in par-
ticular ; the great Inconveniences and. Hard- -

-thips which T'rade lies under from -extrava-

* gant high Duties, the Penalties of - the Law, -

-the many Oaths required of Merchants :at

~the Cufiom-Houfe ; aid thefe Refletions

put ‘me upon thinking - of fome “Scheme,

~which might not only remedy .the above-
*mentioned : Inconveniences, - but - bring: with

it likewife other confiderable ‘Advantages.
what this Scheme. is, the . following Sheets
thall explain more at large. - I will onlybeg
Leave to premife.in a few Words,- that as 1

- have exprefled- my Sentiments: very- freely; .
“ with no Defign:to pleafe or difpleafe a Party,.
" no Expe@ation, or Defire' of Reward, -or -
“View to my own: Interefl, - in any. Refpect;
- T fhall hope to meet with a:candid: Recepti- -

 APro-

‘on-from the Public, -

I MenTIoN all this o‘hly\';‘ls Matter of

[ 5]

o _A\PR\Q JECT of {o extenfive a Nature. and

of fuch Confequence to the Public ,may

- probably meet with manyf,Diﬁiculties’ inthe
-Execution, -which I have neither forefeen,
nor perhaps am capable 'Qf..t'r,enioVing ;s but’: G
Lihall efieem myfelf amply rewarded for
my prefent Pains, if I have laid a Founda-
tion for the Benefit of the Kingdom in ge-

_ n.er»al,,,.and its Trade in particular ; and fhall -

| IC?..VC, it to -abler Heads and Hands to raife

} the;Superﬁruauf e, and grace it with what

- ‘Ornaments they pleafe.. [So- mdch'by'v_kfay' |

of Introdu@ion.]

- . I'sHALL begin with the Article of run-

ning: Tea, and fhew how this ‘pernicious

Practice may be flopp’d, to the Benefit of
the Pllbl.llc, the Eaft-Indiz Compaﬁy-f vft}(i)e' »\
L .Tradcr,. n .\tha_t;CQmm’odity, ‘and'the”'COii-

* fumerof it, . T T

. SINCE. the Excife Dutvof 45, per Pound.
. OINCE the Bxcuie Duty of 4s. per Pound
on Tea was laid, it brought in af .Avcr’agﬁé',y

as I'am informed, 130,000/ a Year into

the Exchequer ; and if the Confumption was

. ,t‘o;.be, computed . from that (hantahi it
would . amount to, no more than 6'5\0'/:356

Pounds, R R i

. BuT the rk,éal‘"_Cdnfmh tion vaftly exce ds |
this. Computation. - Thlg isa Tr}lrltixcxezfeli

 known to thofe who are converfant in that
‘.Trra\de. | ‘};.-F}!__Iowcver, ‘to 'make it evident be-

A
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yond 4l Difpute, T fhall relate one finglo

2 Somp Years ago  the Treafurer of the
" Raf-India Company receivid an anonymous.
, Le{ier from Holland, which he ‘delivered to

the then Directors, by which it was intima-
" ted to-him, that the Running of Tea, was
become fo very much in:Practice, that the

Writer faid, He knew one Perfon_ ig‘\thg.’: .
Province of Zealand, who -exported -yearly:

' for England, by ‘way of ‘-Smug’gling,*no'lefs- |
thgn h§l~f -a Million of Pou‘g’d_‘s_ 5 “and :t-ha_t_; o
" if the Dire&ors would "Venquin‘?e,‘:theyj;'f;hogld* |
find it-to be fo: ~Tho “this feemed in-

credible to them, yet upon Enquiry they

were convinced of - the Tm;h Qf' it 5 for they
were mformed, that fuch a Perfon-there was-

sn. that Province, who, fome few fearrs;be-‘s B
 fore, had been but a common Englzﬂ) Sailor, -

. was now married there to a'Womag Wh_q

kept a China Shop, and had fo-well manag—".

¢d Affairs by his Running Trade to England,

that he was 'in as ereditable a ' Way, as any"

Merchant whatfoever :/They found ‘that the

. Quantify of Tea; which he was fuppofed to’
~“export to England, had not been at all mag--
. riified by Report, but;- as,they,»‘b«_a_l‘x_ey»e’d',:fwgﬁg;

r’é_ﬁl‘l‘y “greater than’ had bee‘r%; 17¢P:¢f¢qte§ 3

 That ‘he had-four- Sloops’of f'hxs own, whmh

' he employed in that: Way; and that he had

moré Guineas and other Englifb Specie in his

. Houfe, than they believe any'Banke: (the

: Bank

. N

171

Bank only excepted) in all England befides s

. and that he conftantly. carried on that T'rade,

~ 'Tue Directors acquainted the Minifter

~with it, who, tohis Sorrow, could not pre~

 ventit. ‘This I donot fay by Way. of Re-
flection upon the - Minifter ; for tho’ he had
nothing elfe to mind, and had been never fo

~caréful -and - induftrious, yet ‘he could, nat

hinder 'it,'or put a Stop to it. -Some Mer-

- chants will'venture where they -can double,

“or trible thejr Cipital-; and all ;fthc‘:Aft‘Qf"
" JMan won’t be able to hinder them : What

 happencd many Years ago in Holland plainly
 demonftratesit. - .

Tz French Ambafiador complained fo

. the Pﬂnce of Orange, that thCMerChants

 of Amflerdain, contrary to Law, had fhip-
ped ‘off fome Arims. for Spain:. He, ds

Stadtholder, enquired into it, and then told

“the Ambaffador, that where the Profit. was

~out of Hell, and-even venture to burn their

{o.great, the Merchants ‘would fetch- Arms

. “ Cloath ;b -and’ that Wlth all hiS POWGI‘ he

“could not preventit. .

- - TuaT the Running of Tea, therefme,

- is-a-cotamon Pracicé, I think, cannot be

" dernied. - :But if, after all, any of'my Read-

- ers'thould doubt it, let me refer him to the
-mhanhy - Séizures ‘which we; {ee mentioned .in

- 'many People are employed, what Difordess

-our Daily Papers ; and let him'confider how

arc
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©are produced by this . Smugghng Trades

how oftéen Wounds,- ‘and’ even -Murders' do

- “enfue, - Therefore every Man, who'has the
 Good of  his Country at Heart ‘ought to be .
deﬁrous of putting a Stop to fuch an Evil.
0 In order to it, T humbly propofe; that e
| ;the Excife Duty of 4s. per Pound on. Teay
. be repealed ‘and that inftead of it; the Du+
- -ty may be raifed upon every Famlly in Eng-
Jarid Which “drinks ‘Tea, the Higheft 204
‘and ‘the Loweft 5s5. 3 Year ‘to be taxed
iri Proportion to ‘the Number of Perfons in
‘cach Family ; and that of all Public Houfes
- which fell Tea in Liquor, thofe in' the City
~ of 'London and Weftminfter pay 5. a Year,
v‘and in all other Placesin England 40 szllmgs -
“Bu't then will it be faid, How fhall we "
know - what . Families- dink “Tea? For it
‘would be hard to lay a Tax upon thofe Who-

‘domot.” -
To th1s I reply in general that no Scheme

- can'be thought of, from ‘which -an univerfal =

~ ‘Good is expeéted, but what will, at the fame

- How

‘ever; 'to avoid this particular’ Inconvenience

| 'mentxon’d in the prefent Scheme, I'would
-propofe that every Officer, .who' is to levy
‘this Tax, thould have pmnted Forms ofan -
‘Oath given him, which Oathi-he- {hould" be?_ _
“empowered by ‘Parliament to ‘adminifter'to:
’ every Head of- a Fam;ly, Who fhall declare» o

T ime, be liable to fome leﬁcultles

~he

To]

he doés not drink Tea: And if fueh Head

of a Family will take an Oath to thxs Pur-

: pofe, viz.. ¢ That neither he, nor any of
| < his Houfhold have; for the whole Year
| ¢ paft, to the. beﬂt of hlS Knowledge, drank. -
| ¢ Tea dlreé‘dy or indire@ly, - within his .
| ¢ Houfe ;> This thould. be fufficient to ex-
| empt . him from paying the Duty chargd_ |
| upon him. . But then,
| what he fwears can. be clearly proved upon . .
| him, avery fevere Penalty, fuch as the Pars
liament mlght thmk proper fhould be in-
1 B ﬂl&ed |

if the contrary to

Ir thlS Method fhould not be appmved

1 fhould hope fome other might be thought
| of, more fuited to the Happinefs and: Eafe |
¥ of my Fellow-SubJe&s ‘which _is. the fole R

End I have in View.

I NOW proceed to {hew‘ the Beneﬁt whxch |

may arife from - this way of colleéhng this
Duty, : to. the feveral Branches mteref’ced
therein, ..

L It w111 Jmmedlately, zpfa fczé‘t’o hmdet
5 the Runmng of any Sorts of ‘Tea; for where

no Profit 1s,: there no Runmng will be ;
‘which muft be a vaft Advantage.” -
II. It will be a great Relief and

- B SRR nght

%et to

i ‘all Dealers i in, and Sellers of Tea,. who are

'} now ‘liable to  have .their Warehoufes ‘and
B Shogs fearched and: vifited b any of the = |

. Excife-Officers, who take it mto their Heads, o

| under Pretence of Informatxon to come: at
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{uch; Goods in thexr Heufes

~ Stocl
- dit; -as when the: Duty was upon it By this
xt is plam that fuch a Famlly, as i tai‘ced |

1]
»nght “or. any ‘other.: unifeafonable TFime;
when «their. real Intentibn is rathér:td: pxck

~ the Pocket of the Trader;. than ‘to.:do their |
 owniDuty. ‘Befides; the: Traders muft now
| ikeep Books,-of which! fomeé ate-fearce, (Eapa-
blel :But: accordmg to my Schemb, evely
~ Thingofthis Nature would be eﬂtublyavm&-"‘
- edgufor,

a5 'thete could: be- fb Runnipg,
there Could be no- Sufplcxon of their havmg
| 0} m théxr
*ohops.t SIS |

- THE E@[z‘-Iﬂdm Compari wo‘uld be'

,‘meat Gainers thereby ;. for they would' be
he fole: Venders iof all thé Tea eonfuined.in -

Great Britain, which'is computed at 10 1efs

~ thatt 1,500,000 Pound & Yedr, ‘and what'a
~ prodigious: Addition this Would: mankc to their
prefent annual Sale may be very eaﬁly com-
*'puted.
IV ALL the Conf'umers of Tea Wﬂl ﬁnd“
iFor-as the Duty now

‘hexr Account in if;
ﬁands and the advanced Puce ‘which thé

Lo Feax Séllers taife” abdve: the I Duty, ‘may well

be: computed to amotnt, upon the Orditlary,

togs. dnd upon thé better Sort of Ted, 1 65,

they will buy-it for! {o much lefs; fot one

- Poundiow {old atys. will thén be"g@tfoi'45
and the Shopkeeper- will ‘;get merte inPro-

portion; for he-needs not lay out fo great a
‘nor give his Cuftomers fo much Cre-

: __done it s

~ thoyld, not,

| need not be a Lofer:
wouLd propofc that the Eaoft-Tndia Compar
‘the Deficiency to the
Pubhc. And, on the other Hand, if the new
Method pr.opofed ‘thould ,be - found t0 an~
£wer more than the Sum of 130, 000/, then

B f i } 5
at 5§, pYeat
abov;:,uon _,Po nd:
hlghe; tngﬁd, in. Pg@p@ttxon

LASTLY. . As to.the. Bublic; th have

- gains

now “received, by a; Cox;nputatgon inan Aver-
| age 139, oool. a Year,

that  this, new Method lel vaﬁly 1;1creafc

that Sum. :

.....

-BuT fuppoﬁno the Matter {hould pxove
otherW1fe
{ contrary - to. all - reafonable Expe&mon)
for. feven Years,

ny. fhould make: up

AAAAA

| the Benefit would be . entirely to’ the Pub-
| lic. The £
of Teas,. thch the Company would by this
Means. annqally el at ‘their Candle;; wonld
fufficiently - encourage them. to. venture ap
Engagement to. the Public, to fupply any
Former Di-
rectors, 1 know, - would very. lehngly -have
»- and there ‘is no Reafon to think,
- ,that the prefent Gentlemen haye the Comx ST
| .pany’s Interet Jefs at Heart, (or would 1hew‘-~.
Aicfs pubhc Spmt thanitheir Prcdeccﬁ'ors. i
Bz - ~App

great . Increafe of. the. Quantit;

Deficieney.which mxght an,{‘c

_‘rpatever 1t confumeq |
nd: {o . the Faxmhes '_

it is my Opmton,, -

Suppoﬁng tlns new . Method i

advance ‘the
yearly Sum of 130, ,000/, {hll the Public
"For in thlS Cafe I
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ADD to all the{e Advantages already mien:

. txonedoneother ftill, which muftplainlyaccrue,
- to the Public (and whlch isa very confiders
~‘able one) if this’Scheme fhould take Place.

There would need no addmonal Officer, but

o on the contraly many mxght ‘be- dxfmlﬁ'ed \ 1

‘who are.now employed in- looklng out to

~ prevent the Running, and in plagumg ‘the
 Dealers in Tea by varions Methods.  For -
~ this Tax will be ¢afily colleéted by the very' |
People that colle& the Window-Tax,

HAVING done with the Artxcle of Tea

fI fhall pafs on to another; much more ma-
terial; and of 2 much more general Confe-
- -quence. ‘Here indeed, T find myfelf under
the greateft Dxﬁ‘icultxes as Iam now to com-
“bat with the general Prejudlce and Opinion
of the greateft Part of the’ Kingdom. The
*wery Mention of the Word will ‘at ‘once be
- apt’ to ftartle and alarm my Readers; and |
- “yet I hope to convince thofe, who will pleafe i
_ to diveft themfelves of all preconcewed No-
'~ tions, and ‘judge of Things, not by their
~ ‘Names, but by their Nature, That 2 Gene- |
ral Ex¢if, odious as it may found, is not §
‘only’ neceﬁ'ary, ‘but ‘would réally be- beneﬁ- -
~ cial ;' T'do not mean fuch an Excife as was |
s ,j‘,mtended or prefumed to be intended by a §
“Bill brought into Par liament about ten Years
. ago, for this T always look’d upon as de- f -
ﬁru&we of the Good of the Sub_]eé’c in ma- |

”?

fiy eﬁ'entxal Pomts “and therefoxe was 2§

heartxly zealous agamﬁ that Bill; as'it then -
ftood, asany Man in the three ngdoms Bit

g a Geneml Excife in -another Shape, is what I
" am now an Advocate for'; and I take upon

me to- fay (with an Appeal to -every - Mer-
chant in the Nation for the Truth of it) that,

~without fome' fuch Thing, - the Frade of'
 Geat Brifain cannot poflibly flourith, or in-

deed well fubfift, under fuch heavy Loads .

~of Dauties, as the feveral Branches are at pre- '
fent’ charged Wlth ‘but the French, the =

Dutch, and all’ other Natlons mu& be ablc |

| to run away with it from us. |

“BeroRE I open-myown: Scheme I would

| beg ‘Leave to obferve, how entlrely it differs

from 'that, which was. propofed  ten Years.

‘ago. At that Time, indeed, only two Com-
* ‘modities were mentxoned - namely,” Wine

and Tohacco.” " But People naturally appre-

i ‘hended that if “the Bill had paffed refpe@t-
ing thefe ‘every -other Branch' of “Trade

Would by Degrees have been brought under

. ‘the like Law.  This it was 'which- made the
- Oppofition o firong, " fo gene1a1 and.at the
, fame ‘Time, fo reafonable R

As much and as well 'as I caﬁ fecoﬂeé’c

3 *ﬁorn what was then' faid and written againft
 this General Excife; (for fo we muft call it)
- there were' chiefly ' three Things alledged.
_Firft, An Increafe of the Civil Lift. Second-
;ly, A moi‘c mtolerable and vexatious Search

- thch ’
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: whmh ‘every Man would be fubje to, Who |

dealt in excifeable Commodities. And fZ" birds.

f{y, A gxeat lpcreafe of Exmfe-\Oﬁmers m
| that Cafe. neceﬁ'ary to hinder Frauds, «

THese were the grand Obj(‘:&l@nS agalpﬁ:

~ that Bill, and they were prefled at that T'ims

in many" Pamphlets W}th fuch Force of Rea-

A{on and ‘Argument, ‘that little could be reph- B

ed: . But in the Scheme which I' fhall lay

dowp, the two firk of thefe Obje&xons can
" have no Place, and the la& w111 be abfoLutc—
ly revel,fed L

My Pmpofal in Ihort is th1s That there

| fybe but one fingle Excife Daty over all Great
- Britgin, and that upon HOUSES, 2
England alone,. exclufive .of Scoz‘land and

Wczles (to: whxch I referve. ‘myfelf to fay
femethmg hereafter) the Number iof Houfes
upon - the ﬁ;léteﬂ: Enquiry; amountsto. NQ
- 11lefs than. 1,200,000 ; and *according .. to the
|| common. Cornputatmp -every Houfe being
reckoned at Ievcn Pcrfons makec 1n -al

8,400,@00 Souls. ... |
Niow, confider . inzy what a Number of o

Thmgs muit be ufed by gvery. one of ,th@fe
for which high Duties are paid, if: ‘import-
d:from abroad, . or-hich: EXleBS if; of our

own Produce ;! and Conﬁder to. what anad- -
dmongl Price the Seller of  every: Commodi~
ty W:ll exaé‘c ﬁom the Confume; upon. thei

CAs for

[1\5]

Score of - Duty and Excife : Reflet- lrkevérxfe

upoIL. .the :numérous Aftieles “whish ever

Family actally pays: for, fuch as Soap; Cans

dles, :Windows, . (ahd what is the moft-tone
ﬁderable Of all) Malt and: Land Add them

~ judge if T am. miftaken in my ‘Caleulati=
“on, wher I fappofe ‘that, évery one: of the

8,400,000 Petlons above coriputed; . pays in

ah Avefage 405, aYt:ams ‘without’ beifig . &
Perny.the better for it, ‘eithér.as to Victuals

or. Cloathmg‘ ~And ety accofdmg to’ this

. Caleulation, 16, 800,0001.. wﬂl m Effeé’e be |
- ralfed upon the Subleé’c ¥y e

THAT

"J Lo

U I have bEen to}d that many Peop!c OBJC& to this, Calcu-;‘;
‘ latxon, and- thmk me miftaken, when I comptite; . that every:,
Peifort pays_in the Confurmptioh 403, per Aun. towdtds the.
feveral Faxes;. ‘anid by Confequénce every Farily, at feven irt'.

: Number, 141 I 1hall therefore only. {fubjoin:a. Llﬁ: of :fuck’
Thmgs as ie eitlier charg’d with ‘high Duties at.their gnpow

mily,
alnoft is . élther more ‘or lefs: obhgd to make- ufe of ; ang;%

tationy o h1gh Excifes -at honte’ and fich - a5 every

,,,,,

then leave it to'‘the Judgment anci Decifion of every. confide- :
ring. Midh, Whether -1 Have ‘Ovel-tated: this Matfer; ‘or nots = -
Veltets, and all foreign-wiought Silks, Lace; Qallicoes, Muf:
lins,  and--atl Foreign Linnen,- all Forexgn Wines, Arrack;'}
Rum, Brandy; all Hoieé-diftilled Spirits, Beér, Als; Cydér; ;
- Nlim, “Pérry, Sweet Wines, and Vinegar ; China-Ware,
. Wrought Plate, Wire, Cards and Dice; Hides, Leather,
/ Parchment, Vellom, Paper; Pafteboard, ‘Whale-fin, and Oil 5
Coffee; Tea and Chocolate, Cmnamon, Cloves, - Nufmegs,, :
- Mace; Gmger, Peppet ; all Manner of Appothecaries Drogs;
- Almonds, . Raifins, Pluinbs, and - all ‘Sorts of Gr‘ocery Waf'e,di S
Moloffis, Sugar, Soap, Candles, Snuf, Starch T'0bacco, Salt:
' and HoPS Now, I fay, when w¢, take a Vxew of thzs Tcénglx- i
o ‘ s a é{

RN --,'E‘
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TuaT the moft wealthy, and inoft fub-

flantial Pait of any Nation. thould bear the

greateft Part of the Burthen, is certainly.
" moft reafonable, but as: feldom put:in Prac-

- Ipropofe; and thus I'pove it . © -

. 1 wiLr fuppofe, that in the fol' egoxng

tice. . But it is.a Confequence of theMcthod :

Computation -of - 1,200,000. Houfes, there
may be 100,000at feveral Times uninhabited ;-
it would be unreafonable to expet that they

thould pay Duty, whilft they remain fuch. -

. NzxT, I would fix upon 500,000 Houfes, g
- which we may fuppofe inhabited by thelow-
eft and pooreft Sort of People; -fromthefe I

would expe& no Daty, that thereby theu‘
Labour might, become {o much the cheap-

er, and ‘the Goods, ‘which are the Produce

of their Labour, might, by this Means, be
{old at as low, or even a:lower Rate than

‘can be afforded by other Nations ; for I do +
not knowany Country-in Europe, where the -
~pooreft do not pay fome Tax or other; -
‘whereas by this préefent Scheme, thofe of this -

Kingdomwould be abfolutely free.

. B B

dable Lift, and confider the _lar?_é c%lam:g:% ;fmrﬁgi ;)fl‘q z}é.;,ge -
umed in the Families of Noble-

Things which are ufed and-conf the Families of Noble
~men, Gentry, Merchants, ‘Shopkeepers, Farmers, and - that

" no Family can fubfift, however mean; without the Ufeand . -
‘ %%h{?xzp}t’ion' of many others of them ;' I believe we fhall , be-
" tempted to think that I have rather made my Calculation tos . -

low When I place it, in-an Average, at 40s. per Ann. each Per-

- another. -

fon, or 14/, per Aun. each Family, taking one Family with

 AFTER.

L]
AFTER this Deducion of Houfes, there
will ftill remain 600,000, which are to pay
the whole Duty; not including Parochial
Charges, or . the Poor’s Rate, which being
‘Things of a different Nature, belong to
every Parifh in particular, and are not com-
prehended in the General Scheme, but are
left as they were, i

LT us fee now, Whéthﬁéf"ﬁ‘om thefe
600,000 Houfes may not be raifed a fuffici-.

- ent Revenue to anfwer the Ufes of the Pub~
- lick. But before we enter upon this, we

muft compute a little what the Publick really
wants. I would be underftood to make this
Computation on Suppofition, that Providence
may foon be pleafed to blefs us with an ho,
nourable Peace, that the Intereft of the Houfe
of Auftria, being once effeGually fettled,
we may not in hafte be under a Neceflity
of intermeddling fo much again, with ‘the
Affairs of the Continent, and be driven to -
find out Funds for fuch immenfe Sums of

~Money, as have lately been raifed, and (to

the great Detriment of the Nation) partly

| fpent Abroad.

~'TuE Queftion thercfore is, what are the

Exigencies of the State in Times of Peace.
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" 6,000,000/,

[ 18] -
1. His Majefty’s Civil Lift 2=~
PR mounting‘to R L. 89000@”’

: II Intereft Money to.Difchgrge"‘* SUERI

the Publick Debt, near, -

but not full - - = = = = zo‘o'o‘ofoe.

) III Money for the Current Ser- .
 viceof the Year - - -'- 2200000
N In all— /. 5,000,000

y IN “order to 'i'ai}fcﬁ_thli‘s'M(:).ney,l ‘T would
'prépofa “that a Duty of 10/. a Year {hould

be laid upon every. Houfe ; which, upon
the 600,000 Houfes, would "amount to
“Tuar I do not mean the fime Sum of
‘10l to be levied upon every fingle individu-

2l Houfe, T prefume every Body will under-
~ftand ; I fuppofe only, that fo much Moncy

‘may be raifed upon the Whole.

* Tuere will be a Difficulty : in fixing the

© Proportion for‘each Houfe, but this Difficul-

~ty might be got over by the Government’s
tocuring an Eftimate of the refpective Rent
of thefe Houfes, And as the Inhabitants

would, by this Means, be difcharged from
~ paying any Duties whatever, but fuch as are
- merely Parochial, they would have no Rea-

" Yon to complain, if fuch an Eftimate was
' made. For I believe they would find, that §
~ there would be a confiderable Saving to every |
~ Tamily, by paying one Duty only, in licu §

8 t.hsmany ch : yROWP | thofe inhabited by the Poor) with the ‘half

I S : SR R S AU
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|  Tur Method Ilwould'point out for col= .

leCting - this Duty is, that, every Houfe id
England, which is either let for, or inhabi=

~ ted by its Owners, worth 200/, a Year, of
‘upwards, or where the Inhabitant is in Pof=
feffion of a. real Eftate of 1000/ a Year,
or more, let the Houfe he liveth in be.

great or {mall; fhould pay 100/ ; and that

“all Houfes may“bé' ranced in their feverdl

_Claffes, the loweft at ;2. and the middle ones
.in- Propottion, with the Addition of real

‘Eftates annexed to them. ‘This is, In gené-
Rates annexed to ther is is, I gené-

ral. mv Notion of laying this Duty.
, Iy n of laying uty

. TrUS 6,000,000/ might be eafily raifed; -
‘and as the Government, by the above Com-

~ putation, wants only 5,000,000 /. there

would be an Overplus of 1,600,000, THhis
1,000,000 therefore, together - with what
_may hereafter be faved, by the Reduction of
Intereft (whichI have lkewife in my pre-

. fent View) I would propofe fhould be ap-' .

. plied to the Sinking Fund, towards difcharg-

_ing the National Debt : And I am perfuaded '

_ that thePlenty of Money would foon of itfelf
- occafion a ReduGtion of Intereft, withont

_ any Force or Compulfion.

Tue fame Sinking und would have a

¥

~very confiderable Addition; if-the Legifla-

 ture fhould think fit to charge all the Houfes

in Wales and Scotland, which have not beén

' yet mentioned; (after the fame Deduétion of

Ca | _ef
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of what thofe in' England pay; which muft
~ amount to a confiderable Sum ; for, according
to the beft Account, there are in Scotland
about 2 ro0,000 Houfes, and in Wales above
'150,000. If all this was faithfully laid out
in clearing the Publick Debt, it would be
~ furprizing to fee how much ‘it would be

 leflen’d in the, fhort Space of 10 or 12 Years.

~ Ir, in future Times, the Publick fhould -
‘want to raife a greater Sum. for the Current
Services of the Year, it might eafily be-pro-

 cured by adding, for every Million they wan-
 ted, one fixth Part upon every Houfe ; -and

‘fuch an Addition would be raifed within the
Year; a Thing greatly defireable by every
- Body; and the Want of swhich has been the
Caufe of our prefent Debt.,

" Brrorz I difinifs this Subject, T think it
incumbent upon me ‘to remove one Objec-

~tion, which may probably, and with fome

thew of Reafon, be made, w7z, that by thus.

{ecuring fix Millions to be annually raifed for
“any determinate Number of Years, we {hall

~ make it unneceffary to have a Seffion of Par-

- liament every Year; and fince this would be

- apparently detrimental to the Subje&, as it
" might prevent Redrefs of Grievances, and .
" tend to make the Crown more independent

~ on the People, than is confiftent with the
 Conflitution, I would propofe (in order to
'~ obviate this Inconvenience) that -only fix

- Pound on a Houfe thould be fix’d, tobe cer-
| | B tainly

tainly “raifed every Year, and the remaizﬁﬁgT S
~ four Pound fhould be annually granted by = -

Parliament, for anfwering the Exigences of

the Current Year, in the fame Manner as the
~ Land and Malt Tax are at prefent granted. .

~ AnD now give me leave modeftly to hint

what I would have the Légiﬂature to do to-
- wards the Furtherance of this Scheme, =

I wourLp humbly propofe, that the

Parliament fhould, firft of all,in the moft fo-
- lemn Manner, engage itfelf, that, if ever

- there thould beaDeficiency in the Duty upon

- Houfes, the Intereft ﬂloul_d,“previouﬂy and

before any thiag elfe, be faithfully paid to

the feveral Proprictors of the Public Debts ;

for which the whole Revenue thould ftand
- engaged. oo
.. NexT I would have them provide, that

all Acts Qf;Parl‘iamcnt' which ever pafled,
and laid any Duty whatfoever; all Penal

,‘Laws'{ either - upon Goods imported, or Goods
- now -under the Burthen of Excife, and con-

fequently all Forfeitures to be levied by any

- of the faid Acts, thould be ifépealed;
. THE. only A& . which I would have re-
. -main in Force, is, that moft glorious Bulwark
- of our Trade, the A& of NAVIGATION 5.
-and even here I would have a fmall Altera~
-, tion made, the prefent Practice beihgé Hard-
» ~fh1‘p'on» the Subject, by which ményf an in-
. noéen‘t.: Perfon : has - fuffered ,Wrong'fully. I
- mean in relation to the Claufe by whichOwn-
| ers
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s of Ships are liable toForfeiture for Crimes |
~committed by Mafters or Sailors, which they

themfelves know nothing of, or if they did,

~‘would not be able “to hinder. - This is the

~only - Alteration  which I ‘think - requifite ;
for fuppofing that Claufe to be leftout, I
Jook upon this A¢t as the beft which ever

pafs’d for the Benefit of Trade.

% Ir the Parliament fhould approve -of .this
~'Scheme, and pafs fome Act or Acts to thefe

- Purpofes; let us examine what Benefit would |

- thereby accrue to the Nation in general, and
to its ineftimable Branch of Trade in par-

ticular, - , I
- As to the firft, many of the loweft Rank
‘among the People would be entirely free -

from paying any Duty whatfoever ; and -all’

" thofe, who would be obliged once a Year to

-pay a Tax upon their Dwelling-Houfes,

-~ ‘would not only find a great Eafe by paying
- but one fingle Duty, but alfo a great Profit,
" by paying, in the Whole, much lefs than

‘they did before. .

As to Trade, all Duties being abolifhed,

“it ‘would entirely p‘fc—:\ie'nt' all Manner of Run-

" ning, and hinder the Ruin of many Thou- |
' fands of poor unhappy 'Creatures, which |

-~ have been, or are fill employed inthe Smug-
* gling Trade; and; I think, there wereonge,
- at the fame Time, no lefs than fifteen or fix-
~ teen Thoufand in the feveral Goals in Eng-
e e S s

land ; nowif L) ‘
dand ; now if this Scheme fhould take Place.
1thould hope for their Sakes, that the Leg‘{?:

laturewould’.{hew‘Mercy'<to, thofe now in’
Goal-fot tl}e fame Crime, and annex an A& ~
~ of Gracé in their Favour. Coo

- It would fet the'Merch#rit andShop-

; keepqr free from a Multitude of falfe and
- vexatious, or frivolous Informations; which
may now be lodged againft them. For, if -
- this Scheme takes Place, nobody will be é:m-.

powered to vifit their Dwellings, Warchoufes

~and Shops. -~ e
~ Anp, as the Duty upon Merchandife im-
: vp‘orted : from -abroad, as well as uponbur
- own excifeable Goods, amounts, in an Ave-
~ rage, to gbove 50 per. Cent ;-.it would énablé
the Merchant as well as the Shop and Ware-.
- houfe-keeper to trade - with half the Stock;

and make his Profit the fame, or rather in-

- creafe it, in Proportion to the lefler-Sum for
which he can purchafe the fame Commodity’ .

Thxs Wgul% create a greater Plenty of Mo-
ney, and of Confequence greatly help to re-
dece the National letcreﬁ.g T d 16“9 t? re

- It would alfo encourage the ereat Mer-
_chants, when they buy an}% Goods upon S;gj

~_ ‘Qulatx‘qn,as they callit, to k'eépfthé faid Goods
- .at home, and employ their own Warchoufes;
- whereas, the Cafe now: flands, Vthey'-airevlit; o
y Prudcnger'obliged to fhip off fuch Goods, as
~are entitled to a Drawback of 30, 40, and
SRR T » o oeveny
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.~ THERE are, at prefent, two .prl

[24] |
even more per Cent, for Holland; or other
Places, whereby Dutch Ships are not only

o benefited,: but we pay COmmiiﬁon,‘ Ware- .
~houfe-Room, and other incidental Charges;

which our own People might put in their

~ own Pockets; and have the Goods in their
~ own Pofleffion. e e

- TuaT all Prohibitions are in general
hurtful, has ever been my Opinion, and I
don’t queftion but moft Merchants fo far
agree with- me ; tho”-there may be - Cafes,

- where Neceflity will call for them. -
' ncipal

3

Prohibitions. in Force,: one againft all-Ea/f-

. Iudia colourd Goods, and wrought Silks, .
the other againft wearing Eaff India Calli- -~

“coes : The Firft was procur’d by that great - -
Statefman the Earl of Hallifax, when Mr.-
Montague, towards the latter End of King -

William's Reign 5 what Good this has done,

I leave others to judge. But this I know,

that this very Nobleman declared to -a-Per-

fon of Credit, who told it-me, that:in all
- his Life-time, he-had never done anyzthmg, ,
~which he fo fincerely repented- of'; but it
awvas now  grown fo popular,- tho’ thhout
‘Reafon, among the Weavers, and othe;s- Qf o
the inferior Sort, that it would be dangerous .

~to attempt to-repeal it.

Tue A& for prohibiting the Wcarmg of _
‘Callicoes was fo lately paft, that it is a%noffﬁ i
Sl ; : R o el

.

frefh in every Bodyls Memory ; it is céitald =
¥ it has done a World of Harm to fomé of the
| Manufactures of England, and particularly
§ to-the City of Norawich, for-whofe Benefit
{ it was chiefly intended.. Of this I am fully -
§ convinced; the very People of the City are
§ now fenfible of it themfelves ; and one of
the chief, Promoters confefled before he died,
that he found it onge of the worft A&s that -

ever pafled.. “The .Reafon’ is 3 the Prohibix

1§ tion of Callicoes here at Home; tnade them
§ more plenty in- foreign Markets; where there
*ufed to'be a- Nemand for Norwich Stuffs;
and when the People Abroad found thatthey =
} could purchafe Callicoes (which had the Ad-
J vantage of being newr every Time they weré
4 wafhed) for-a fmall Matter more than they
could procute Norwich Stuffs; they . cho%'
| rather to ‘get into the Wear of: this eléaner =~ -
§ and neater Apparel; and thus there became
} little or ‘no Demand for our Stuffs Abroad;
~ { and, confequently by Degree a Decay of the
| Manufadure at Home. ~.  ° .7 . .
§ BuT befides the Damage which it did to
fome  of the Manufatures in this Country,
§ the Revenue loft above 50,0067, a Yearby
1t, netwithftanding which it ftill fapdsunré=

‘pealed. Therefore the Legiflature otight to be

‘very cautious how they

D

RS ';

= tious how they lay a' Prohibition;
.unlgfé ,:tthfg appears an ab,fQI’ute Neceffi ,t-}’-”": i
S T D AnopmBE
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o -j,ff.r.A'Nd?r\.:va‘/.véry_{gr,eat _Advantagé : Which
~ this Scheme will produce, - if pafled into a |

| " Nature, is the: preventing a Multitude of |
~ falfe Oaths, which are daily made at. the |
~.Cuftem-Houfe and Excife Office;. for Oaths |
are fo wonderfully multiplied by the Penal']
Laws, and withall: grown fo very familiar, |
“that it is 2 long Time ago pafled into a Pro- |
‘verb in the City to fay, If is but a Cuftom- |

" remonfirated. againtt it;.tho’. without * Suc-
~cefs; the Qath was to be crammed down,
_orno Drawback tobe had, - = = .+

" {wear that the Goods mentioned in this De-

" Account, .or- by Commiffion from Abroad;

- .and that they are not:landed, or intended to
 be landed in any Part of Great Britain, you
' baving the Direction of the Voyage..

':'[25'*] -

i
|
|
!
.
|
%

Law, and which is df a much more ferious |

Houfe Oath: In fuch a flight Manner are ]
they taken ; and how many are.proved to be |

 falfe,; Wefiminfler-Hall may beft tell. - |

TrERE is one remarkable Oath which. is |

laid upon all fuch as thip off Goods, where |

2 Drawback is to be received ; every Expor- |
ter is.obliged to take it, when his Debenture |

~ js-made out; and itisof fuch a Nature, that
" 16 Man can do it with Truth ; fo-.that when|

it was firft required, feveral Merchants, who
had Regaid to what they were to. {wear,

<o Tais Oath in SUbﬁancc;runs{thuﬁs ;',;_You

‘benture, are thipped off; either for your own

oo

- On thefe laft Words lies the Objection 5
for ‘no ‘Merchant has the Dire@ion of the
Voyage." - This belongs to the Owners, and- o
the Captain of the Ship; and the Perfon

who fhips his Goods on Board, only takes a

Bill of Loading, and cannot. poflibly anfwer

for the Captain, if he will fieer to another
Place, - befides that which he promifed to go -

to: Of this there was a. few Years ago a fa-
‘mous ‘Trial, by way of Information, againfk o
one of the: Aldermen of the City of London,

This Gentleman had fold a Parcel- of To-
‘bacco free on Board, as'the Cuftom is sand
by fo doing was entitled to the Drawback,

and confequently obliged to take this Oath;

his Tobacco was according  to the Bill of S
‘Loading configned to Holland ; but inftead
of that, the Captain went to-Treland or Scot~

Jand, and there run his Tobacco: Ten or
twelve Years after, the Alderman was ate
tacked by Wiy of Information s and tho’the
Council who.pleaded againft him confefled,
that there appeared no Fraud in him, nei-
ther that hé had been privy to the altering

of _thé Voyage, yet by his Oath he was found
guilty, according to the Letter of the La
and condemt’d .in the Penalty. - = =

 Ir we ferioufly then confider.

‘ e N :

of an Oath, that it is_la"_ﬁllémn‘A‘ppeitlgg SR
God as a Witnefs of -our Veracity, to God = |
|from whofe Knowledge nothing is hid, ta

N .
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' God who is the Patron and Plote&or of

Truth, and the Avenger of Falthood, . what

phaft we  think our Pudifhment will be,
. wheri'we invoke him thus flightly and ofien -
¥ falfelyP This perhaps mdy bé call’d Preach-.

ing; and {6 be ridiculed s But I am. hot a-

 fham’d to fay, that T ﬁrmly beligve, the
_ Almighty will never petmit the filfe Swearer §

to go’ Unpum{hed ‘and therefore, ~when the

, Sm of PCI‘JUIY orice becomes genelal 1 have

Fears, ‘that He may look upon it as a

'Natlonal Sirt. .A’mz' Shall ot God 5@ afuen(red ot
| fﬁtc/s a Nation as this?.

BUT to reéturn from: thlS fhort D1greﬁion
let us ﬂow obferve the feveral Benefits which

~ this néw Scheme of ralﬁng 6,000,000 /. 4
© Year affordd ;. the' vety. Manner of colle&mg.

the Duty will be ‘one ‘Advantage ; for when

: each Houfe is once taxed;, what Trouble i
-~ jt'to pay the faid yearly Tax?‘ I -would' fix |
" the Quantum on a Plate of Brafs; as they
- mark Houfes infured agamﬁ Fue and thex‘e 3

could be no lepute

* Foz this Purpofe, I W’ould have a Re-_
S cewer—General in"each County, one .of ‘the
 moft fubftantial Tnhabitants, and of the mioft
| ,appmved Character,” 'who could give. good
. Becurity; and in order to procure fuch aone,
-1 would allow him for himfelf, and hi '_“Col- |

Jetors, and neceflary Clerks- unde;. him, 2

ut of |

‘Revenue, by that Means, wou n
which, i is, now computed at above Oné- Mll-- S
Tion, . Whether this faving, and turnmg outy
or. rendermg ufelefs fuch a- Number of Offi-

. Cersy as'al€ nOw employed will promote of,
3 dlfcourage this Scheme, - Time will fhew ;

all the Money he‘ fhouldz rece1ve and retum
into the Exehequer. This Would be fo no~

“ble and generous a Payment that it could .
. not fail. of being deﬁred by the beﬁ Man I

each County: “The Chai‘ges gon “the whole =
Id be 240,000/

but I hope, that when his-Majefly, - the’ M1~ B
niftry, and Parliament, will pleafe to conﬁ-

der the vaft Debts already contrafted, the.

~ great Suths which -are_now- ‘yearly. Wa‘nted o
- the h1 h Dunes theh Merchants and Tra-
. ders he upder; they will poftpone -all other;

political, Conﬁderatlons and have an Eye fo
the true, Intereft. of the Natlon in geﬁeral e
and of its. Trade, from whlch all Beneﬁt |
muft arife, in partlcular

In the. laft Place; . fince I Woula ’WxIlmgly

"caloulate my,.. Soheme for.the Good of the
- whole Commumty, and at the ame Time

net to the Prejudice of any i md1v1dua1 Mem-—

..;ber 1f it could be avoided ; T would be ve-

1y willing. that the Parhament fhould confi-
der “all thofe. who, by ‘this.Scheme, would

 lofe their, prefent Employment Let their -
Salary ‘be continued to, them upon ‘the fame
Foot they !have it now,. or durmg ‘their

vaes -
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: Oplmon of us.

| Temple at

Tl

| lees and thxs pethaps would induce them
-~ to look with a favourable Eye on. our. De-
. ﬁ ﬂ ' }
. gTHAT fomethmg hke a Scheme of thxsf
Nature is expedient; or’ rather abfolutely ne-
" ceffary, T am more convinced than I care to
'~ éxprefs 3 for T would not w1llmgly give a’
‘Handle to our Enemlcs to entertain 2 mean
I know wearea richand'
~ wealthy Nation, and have great Refources ;-
~ but confider What the Sdcred Hiftory reports
- of the Riches of Solomon : His Treafure was

immenfe,; fuch as enabled him to build a
7erujézlem

“Yet his Riches have long

(accordmg to the
* Computation of learned-Men) of almoft in-
- credible Value, - o
fince Vamfhed the Place where the Temple S
ftood, and even “}‘erzyizlem itfelf, that con~ =
‘tamed it, is fcarcely now to be found -God'
forbid that this thould ever chance'to be our
"Cafe by going beyond our Strength e

RECOLLECT now- into one fhort View, .
~ the feveral Conveniences attendmg thls new ‘
| Scheme in its whole Extent. o ’
'ConsIDER, Firft; ‘the Evils | 1t 2ims to -
'prevent fuch as Frauds and Collufions, in
running of Goods ; vexatious fearchmg of
- Shops and Ware-Houfes ;3 a numerous Band -
~of Officers,” who ‘are ‘a great Charge and
- Burthen “upon.the Public ; frequent frivolous -
‘ a.nd vexatlous La.w-Suxts ;- and above all,

Equx-" o o

La]

- Equivocations with - Oaths, or doWnnght |
: Perjurles o .

OBSERVE, SecondIy the poﬁtlve aé'tual |

: Advantage it lel bring ; - to' the Eafi-India
Company; to the Merchant; to the Con- "
fumer of Goods of all Sorts ; ‘to the Public
‘Funds ; and in fhort, ‘to the Nation'in ge-
‘neral, as well as to. thc moft- ufeful (tho-at
‘ fprefent moft unhappy and moﬁ burthen’d ‘
o Part of it) the Poor. = =

ADD to. thxs that it would be a Meane

- 'of making Great-Brztam what is call’'d in
- the, Mercantile Stile, a Free-Porz‘ (a Cir- |

cumflance -very deﬁrable by every. Well-

~ wither to this Country) and then fee ' whether
it does not deferve the Care of every worthy .

Patriot, to make fuch a Scheme (if 1 it can -

| be) feaﬁble and praticable.

I nHavE faid, at the Begmnmg, that T do
not pretend to have ‘advanc’d this Scheme as
one that will be attended with no Difficul-
ties, or 'liable to no ObjeGtions. I fee very
clearly that there muft be fome Regulations

upon fome certain Species of Goods, which =~
- may be imported from Abroad, and would -

mterfere with our own Manufa&ures as well

- as upon others;’ where Regard muft be had
- to Treaties, But T’amyperfuaded, whenthefe ™
| Regulanons come to, be made, if Merchants
 actually in Trade were confulted upon them, -
g ‘and the fodom of the Legxﬂature would be

plcafed :
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| lcafcd fo mterpofe its Afliftance, and talie

_into Conﬁderatlon _what are the propere{’cv
and moﬁ eﬂ'z:é’cual Methods forthe Encou- :
:ragement. of Trade; and: N awgauon T iy,

ay,
-wiath “this" Concurrence I ame erfuédécir |

-fome. of -thefe: Hints mlght be improvid sinfo
-a Scheme, which. mlght make this ngdom L

- profper and flourithzs 1¢{hall; for- 1iny own
-Part,: rejoice to have Contubuted my -Mite,
“and ha ppy fhould T think: myfelf if, 11 Con-

fequence of fuch’a"8cheme; it mlght befaid

EE »of us, "as it-was in- anc1ent Tlme of fljrre, o
THAT THEeIR MERCHANTS ARE. -
PRINCES AND THEIR ’TRAFFICK

THE HONOURABLE OF THE EARTH '




