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CALUMNY, év.
 PART L

An which, after the Author’'s Vindication
againft the Calumny on Himfelf, the fe-
 weral Charges upon the South-Sea Com-
Ppany are confider'd and refuted.

B A D not this Writer began

4 Holftilities upon me, fuch as
% no Man can tamely {uffer,
N and  preferve any Reputation
¥ among Men of Worth, I had
S contented my felf with the
 Difcharge of my Duty as a
~ Servant, and not voluntatily

_ .'};ave made my felf a Principal in this Controverfy.
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But as, in pretending to give a true Narrative
of what pafs’d before the Right ‘Honourable the
Lords of his Majelty’s moft Honourable Privy
Council, at a Hearing before their’ Lordfhips, up-
on the Petition of the South Sea Company, W%th
refpett to Daties laid on their Slaves at Famaica,

he has thought fit to impute falle Teftimony unto -
me, by fuch a Defcription as cannot be mittaken, &
and which, falily charged, carries with it the high- "

eft Degree of Obloquy and Defamation; 1" find
my felf indifpenibly obliged to vindicate my own
Innocence, and to proteit againft the Falfhood of
1is Calumniator. L
tl In p. 17. he afferts, that h.e S-S Co_mpat:gy"s
~ EaGor then prefent fhould inform. their Lord—
fhips, that the Company employed’ Eight Himndred
- Seamen at Famaica 5 himfelf explaining this as
{poke and underftood of ‘the Seamen employed in
their Slops ftationed at thar Ifiand : ﬁflqr;ther con-
firming his Reader in this' Conftruction by a
Rhaplody, Hkat did that Gentleman mean by thefe
Affertions, which are o eafily difproved r
" Let this Writer now apply thefe laft Words to
himfelf ; for T'do, in'the molt {olemn Manner, pro-
‘teft, that in relpeét to the Number of Seamen ems
ployed by the §.'S. Company in ,thexrrSloops at
Samaica, 1 never (ro the beft of my Knowledge
and Belief ) fpoke of them as of more than Two
Hundred ; tho’ I believe they have fometimes a-
mounted. to nearer Three Hundred. But the Num-
ber of Two Hundred is what I had afferted would
‘be conftantly in employ, in a State of the Compa-
ny’s Trade laid before the Governor, Council, and
Aflcmbly of Famaica, fome Years ago, in Con-
junétion with Mr. Edward Pratter, the Company’s
Joint-Agent with me.  This very State 1 had In
my Hand at the Time of my Examination. befote
the Lords of the Privy Council ; the fame we _h_a{gi
- Carand-
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tranfmicted to the Court of Dire&ors of the Com-~
pany ; The Sub-Governor and Deputy-Governor,
and feveral of the DireGtors being prefent at this
Hearing, {ome of them had this very Account now
in their Hands likewife : After all which, can it be

~ reafonably {uppofed I could be capable of fuch a

Contradi&ion to my felf, and of uttering, before
fuch an Audience, {o unprofitable 2 Falthood ?

¥ It will be obferved by every difcerning Reader,
- that this ‘Affertion charged upon me, is not capa-

ble of thofe Alleviations which {fome Miftakes are,
into which a2 Man may fometimes innocently fall,
‘through Inadvertence or Mifinformation; but is
concerning 2 Fat, which, as Agent to the Com-
pany, I muft know of my own Knowledge, and
therefore muft be fuppofed, if at all, to have wil-
fully and defignedly prevaricated with their Lord-
fhips : Which, as it would greatly have encreafed
my Guilt and Folly, if true; fo being otherwife,

~does proportionably enhance the Malignity of this

Calumny. . - i o
- P. 18. He makes another Affertion for me in
thefe Words: ‘¢ That there had been a greater
¢ private Trade carried on from Famaica, {ince the
“ Year 1723, than in Eighteen . Years which he
 had known the Ifland.” o o
'This being wholly his own Invention, I really
believe was hatch’d for'the fake of the. ingenious

‘Comment which follows it ; but whereof as I fhall
take Notice in a more proper Place, I thall wave

making any Remark upon it here. . P
- If I gaveany Handle to this falfe Affertion, it
muft be this true one, which I did make, and

- which I ftillavow; to wit, That there had been
- more private Trade, meaning (that this Writer

may be at no further Lofs for it) the private Sloop ..

| ‘Tfadey from Famaica to the Spanifhy Coaft, in the
~ Year 1723, not Mince that Year, the 4ffiento being

then
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then open, than had been in the whole Time of
the Sufpenfion ot the 4ffienro, during the laft War,
This we had alfo aflerced in the before-mentioned
State laid before the Governor, Council, and Af-

{fembly, which I now held in my Hand; and be-
ing a Faét notorioutly true, 1 now made ufe of it,
as we did then, for an Argument to prove, what is
yet unan{wered, and I think unanfwerable, that the
bad State of the private Trade of Famaica, is not
really owing to the S. S. Company, but to other
Caufes entirely and abfolutely independent of them.

I might complain of this Writer for many other
untair Reprefencations of what 1 faid at the Coun-
cil-Board, he having either enlarged upon or mi-
ftaken my ‘Meaning in almoft every Particular:
And this I have the more Reafon to do, as well
becaufe I did at that T'ime call upon all the Gen-
tlemen prefent on the Part of Famaica, there being
a great Number prefent, to fet me right in any
Fact I thould affert, if miftaken ; as becaufe, if he
meant to be a fair Adverfary, he ought, in com-
mon Juftice, to have known of me, having had
Opportunity ever fince, whether I own’d thofe
Affertions he charged me with or not, before he
thus reported them upon Memory.

But T pafs over all the reft, {fubmitting to the
Candor of every Reader of his Narrative, what Al-
lowances are to be made for the Aflertions of a
‘Writer in general, after two {uch plain Inftances of
his Veracity ; which, whether more to be admired
at, or the Skill and Judgment with which his own
Performance isconducted, is not eafy to determine :
whereon 1 fhall venture however to beftow fome

Remarks, and then leave that to the Decifion of

the Reader.

* With what becoming Modefty, and how very ars-
- Jully does this Writer introduce himfelf, pag. 1, 2.

to a Minifter of State, who had prefided at the
a | | - Coun-
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Council-Board when this Caufe was heard, by
telling him, that his Grace, and about a Dozen
more Privy-Counfellors, had {uffered themfelves to
be impofed upon by the Fineffes (Fallacy it is call’d
in another Place) of the Managers of the §. S. Com~
pany; and that after hearing Council on both Sides
for at leaft Three Hours, they had laid their Judg-
ment oz a wrong Foundation, without having a clear
and perfett Idea of the whole Affair 2

But this clear and perfeft Idea is what he next un-
dertakes to give his Grace ; and in order thereto he
afferts roundly, p. 2, 3. * That a Spanifb Trade o-
¢ pen’d in the Infancy of the Colony, was a pria-
< cipal Means of Famaica’s being {o well fettled as
€ once it was, and that it maintain’d above Fifteen
¢ Hundred Seamen ; which Trade the §. §. Com-
“ pany, by obtaining the Affiento Contra&, have
““ not only deprived the Ifland of, but have occa~
“ fion’d great Numbers of People, particularly

¢ Seamen, to remove to other Parts. And this,

“ fays he, will evidently appear, qvhen it is confi-
“ der’d, that if there was no fuch Contra& in be-
“ ing, or if it-was in the Hands of any other Na-~
¢ tion, they cou’d not carry it on without the Af-
“ fiftance of the Englifh, and without trading with
“ the Inhabitants of Yamaica.” -

I purpofely tranfcribe thefe Propofitions at large,
becaufe they are the Corner-Stone of his Building,
and without which ail the reft muft tumble into
Rubbifh, fit for nothing but what they muft have
been defigned, to
and the Vulgar.

Let us now examine how they are {upported.
Why, he proceeds to give us an Account by whom
the T'rade to Africa is chiefly carried oh ; of the
feveral Nations who have had the Affiento 5 of the
Situation and Fitnefs of Famaica for this; and of
- ome parallel Cafes, as he apprehends, between Ne-

groes

blind the Eyes of the Ignorant
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groes in Yamaica and Wool and Drugs‘ih Englén_d,

jultitying the Duties laid on the former in Famaica,
i Conformity to the Policy of England ; and {o ha-
ving f{pent about Seven Pages, proving his Fa&s
by his Arguments, and his Arguments by his
Facts, he fums up his Victory with great Satif=

taction of Mind, p. 8. Thus, my Lovd, Ihave f/?éwﬁ,."

. repeating his own Aflertions, without having
produced the leaft fhadow of Proof for any one.

But to be more particular : I appeal to every Rea=
der of this Pamphlet, if it be not the leaft Truth he
expects to find from what is afferted in it, That a#
the wery Time when the Britifh Nation obtain’d the'
Alfiento, Famaica was in altual Poflefion of this

valuable ‘I'rade, and did then employ in it above: -

Fifteen Hundred Seamen ; whereot great Numbers:
did, upon the Eftablithment of the §.S. Company,
remove themfelves, their Wives and Families, to other
Paris. ,

Now before I thew the Fallacy and Untrath of

the Aflertion itfelf, I beg leave to obferve, that had
the Fa& been fuch, it wou’d not have follow’d ne-

ceffarily that the §.§. Company were the Caufe of

this ; butthis Writer might have (as he really has)
aflfociated two Ideas which had no proper Con-
neltion or Dependance one on the other.

The Spaniards, before the Peace of Ukrecht, had:
not. for many Years regularly fent their Galleons, -

into the Iudies, but at {fuchgreat Diftances of Time
as left thofc Countries, moftly, to be {upplied by

the Freach in the South Seas, and by the Dutch and.

Englifp in the North. 1 name the Dutch firft, not

from Pre-eminence of Nation, but of their Concern
in the Private Trade in Queftion, they having.

had ten times as much on that Coaft for European
Goods as ever Famaica had : Since the Peace of

- Utrecht, the Spanifp Galleons have been regularly

fent, and given thofe Countries, with what have
| been

)
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been furnith’d by the Freneh and Ditch and by
the S. §. Com‘_pany, more than a full Supply.anfi[‘l?ig
has left but little room for the Famaica Traders
And is this to be charged upon the S. 5. Company,
or 1s Britain alone to be excluded 2 By

 As the Famaica Trade has decreas’d foh
‘ A ' 5 138 that
- of the Dutch, who have loft vaft Sums of Moix«sey hl?;

it within thefe few Years laft paft - Have

ever complain®d of the §. . Cgmpany foretlgli]se? Dusch
- Why no: Such Events are the natural Refult of

the different Policy and Maxims by which the

Spanifh Aftairs have been conduged of later Times;

and it is plain, Ithink,. that if the annual Ship, as

well as the Negro Trade, had not been obta]

the ‘T'rade of Britain, and confequently of 722253:’-'
had been fo much lefs to the Spanifh Judies, than
what it has been, and the Trade of any other Na-
tiont who had obtained it, pr0portionably encreas’d.
The Truth of this Affertion was experimentally.
proved; in what I have obferved to have happen’d
during the laft thort War with Spain s the Alfiento.
was then {ufpended, and Yamaica, during that
Time, had little or no Trade at all; and what 2

difference any long continuance of fuch a total Suf-.

penfion of the Spanifh Trade (which feems at pre-=
fent {o little valued) would at any time make, in
Ehf' Exp(f)rgzt;?n af ouft: Manufa&ures, and Impor-
ation of Bullion, 1 thi .t 70U ery
fenfibly feel, - | xs N}?}uon would i
 Burl return to the Fa& afferted by this Writer ;
In refuting which, that I may be clear, I think I
may fafely advance the very contrary Propofition to

be true 5 to wit, That Famaica was not in a&ual

Fofleffion of any confiderable Trade to the Spanifli
to the Spani
Coaft, ‘at the Time of the Eltablifhment o% tl{{;
AS;-.] S. Company; nor did that Trade maintain at
that Time, (nor, as I believe, at any other) above

Fifteen ‘Hundred Seamen, “or indeed - half " that
Number, B R T
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Tt is notorioufly known, that during Queen Aune’s
War, there were fitted out from \Famaica be-
tween Twenty and Thirty Privateets, which, in-
cluding the Traders, might very well ‘employ
above Fitteen Fundred Seamen, tho’ much the
greater part were certainly on the privateering Ac-
csunt :  Upen the Fame of many valuable Prizes
brought iuto Famaica, as well by thefe as by the
Men of War, whereof a Squadron of about Ten
Sail were kept upon that Station, and with a View
probably to help towards the Charge of fuch a con-
{tant Naval Force to this Kingdom in thofe Parts,
an A& of Parliament was pals’d at IWefminfter, lay=
ing Britifp Duties on_all Prize Goods taken in the
Fidies; which proved {o exceffively difproportioned

to the Value thete of many Ewropean perifhable .

Commodities, Wines efpeeially, that the Captors,
inftead of reaping any Harveft from their Toil and
Dangers undergone, were brought confiderably in
Pebr to the Government, for the Duties of their
Goods imported, over and above their Value 5 which'
fo enraged the Seamen of the Privateers, that fome

Time before.the Peace of Urecht, they Were almoft

all deferted. 'Fhis Hardthip was reprefented by all
the Merchants in Famaica, to the Lords Commiffi-
oners of Trade; where, no doubt, the Reprefen-
tation it felf may be {een, and will, T believe, be

found to complain likewife of the Lofs of their

Trade at that Time; but more efpecially affigning’
the Defertion of the Seamen to the exceffive Duties

abovementioned ; the which were thereupon recon-

 fider’d in Parliament, and the A& repealed.

" Let us now fee what becanie of thefe Seamen, and

to. what other ‘Parts they removed. Why truly they

firfe removed to the Senblafi, a defert uninhabited
Place upon the Spauifp Coaft ; from whence, by a
formidable Confederacy’; formidable indeed, as this
Writer terms them, but it was to ourfelves, as well

- , as

as to the Spaniards, they threatened the Safety of
all the Navigation of thofe Seas; and not Witgdut
Reafon, for no f{ooner was the Peace concluded.
but moft of them turned Pirates, and fpread the
Seas from South to North, and from the one Judies
to the other, ’till one Crew of them returned acain.
not many Years fince, to their old Setﬂem*eu? the
Sanblaﬁ, whither they brought the Caffundra, a valu=
able Prize, which they had taken in Ehe‘E‘zﬁ,—lndz'ey' |
_Inftead of being inhabitants of Famaica, and ha~
ving Wives and Children there, as this Wrirer would
ifinuate; thefe were firoling Seamen, no other-
wife refidentiary at Famaica, than as that was a
Station fit for their Purpofe during the War: And
yet how little foever they anf{wer his Defcription,
he mult be content with them for his Purpofe o
find out another Set, which will better fit him. ) .
And here, ez paffant, 1 beg leave to drop my
Opinion, in which I ftand not alone, but have as
fenfible Men on my fide as any in Yamaica, or as »alny’
that know its Interefts, and with its Profpefity} .
to wit, that notwithftanding the Riches that were
brought into Famaica by the Privateers, dﬂnihg that

" War, which indeed help’d greatly to make Money

plenty, efpecially in Taverns and Diforderly Houfes,
which were vaftly encreas’d by them ; yet notwith-
fianding this, I {ay, it was {o far from being a real
Advantage to the.main Intereft of the Colony, that
it was a manifeft Prejudice to it ; from the univer{al
Debauchery of their Servants, and the Effe& it had
in turning Mens Thoughts in. general,' by the allu- -
ring Profpects of fudden Riches, from the more la-
borious and patient Life of Planting ; in which muft
be;a(llowe,d;to confift, as well the true Intereft, as
the geal and permanent Security of the Ifland: ;&ﬁd -
let reftlefs an_c.i fanciful Men flatter themf{elves ne-
ver {o much with imaginary Benefits, from the Com-

mediou{nels of Famaica’s Situation for War, it will

BZl moﬁ
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moft certainly, whenever it happens, give an im-
mediate check to its Progrefs in Planting, and leave
this Ifland, tho’the War it {elf fhould prove fuccels-
ful, in the Hazard of which this Ifland takes its

Fate, in a far worfe Condition than it finds it.
‘But toreturn. I'have {poke to this Writer’s fup-
pofed Defertion of Seamen firft, tho’ laft in the
Order of his Propofition, becaufe this Fa& was ca~
pable of the cleareft Proof, and leads moft naturally
. to the clearing of the other; to wit, what Spanifp
T'rade Famuaica was-about that Time in pofleffion
of. And here Tenter my Caveat before-hand, that
I may not be conftrued as intending to diminifh or
difcredit any valuable Branch of Trade, which
Britain or its Colonies have, or may exercife, a-
~greeably to itsown Laws and Conftitution. 1-am

very {enfible, this Trade once received open Encou~ -

ragement, not only from the Government, but
from the Legiflature it {elf; but-then it isto be

confidered, what the Pofture of Affairs in Europe -

“then was, and more efpecially of Britain, with re-
{pe&t to Spain ; that France and Spain were then uni-
ted in the ftriceft Bands of Intereft and Friendfhip
againft us; that Britain was in a firm Alliance
with the Emperor, and efpoufed his Pretenfions to
the Monarchy of Spain, Part of the Dominions of
which Crown he was in aciual poffeffion of: And
therefore it may reafonably be prefumed, what-
ever was then done with regard to Trade, in any
part of the Spanifb Dominions, was done in concert
with the then King Charles the Third of Spain, and
in virtue of fome fecret Stipulations in Favour of
Byitain, for the great Service they were rendring
that Monarch, by the Affiftance of their Fleets and

- “Armies. Befides, as the Galleons had fail’d in

{upplying the Wants of the Spawifb Indies, it muft

be allowed to have been good Policy, to tempt them

by this Encouragement, to have embrac’d the Inte-

S | - relts
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relts of King Charles, to which, no doubr. the
were thought well difpofed ; and that it wésb ltl’l ghrsz
fuch View that Sir Fopy Fennings was difpatch’d
~with a ftrong Squadron, in order to fupport: them
in any fuch Refolution; it is plain ~ his EXpé—
dition was not to attack them, feeing when he ap-
peared off Carthagena, and tound the Spaniards de-
termined to defend themfelves, Sir Sobi immediate-
ly quitted the Zudies with his Squadron, and re-
turned. At the Peace of Unrechs the Face of Affairs
was quite-changed ; King Charles the Third 1s be-
- come Emperor, and Britain acknowledges Philip the
Fifth, with whom Treaties are concluded, as well
of Commerce as of Peace; by which; no éoubr, it

- was then judged, that a more valuable Trade was .

acquird in certainty, in lieu of a worfe and more
precarious; or rather, I may reafonably fuppofe
it was no longer thought pradicable to take an};
publick Notice ofa Trade, which, however advan.
tagious 1t might have been to Britain in Time of
War, being contrary to the Laws of Spain, with
whom we were now enter’d into Amity and Friend-
fhip, muft neceffarily be paft over in Silence, and
left to take its Fate on the fame Bafis on which it
had ftood in former Times of Peace. I know of no-
thing {tipulated in the Affiento Contra& againft it
the Affiento Contrat does not neceffarily Erejuc’i“iéé.:;
1t; nay rather I fhall thew, with the‘ ‘help of this
Writer, tends to promote it. So that I mufi confefs

- mylelf at a lofs to underftand the true Meaning

and Foundation of all this Writer’s :
Would he have no Treaties at all, butciizltmtlﬁé
T'rade fhould be left wholly to take its chance from
Famaica 2 That, the Reader will fee, will be liable
alfo to Mifcarriages; for this Writer himfelf will
tell him, they have none yet, tho’ the Affiento is
fhut, and their Fa&ors come away. If he has aﬁy

better Scheme of Trade, ‘why does he not offer it

" to

?
|
i
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Miniftry -or Parliament, that.it may be
Z;agie;fcli\:l‘ Weigl);’d and comﬁder’c_l 2 Q? ifa Congrefs
fhould open, that may furnifh him with an Oppor-
runity of difplaying thole Talents, of which he has
given a great Minitter {o fair a Specimen. To all Fr
any of thefe, the S. S: Company, norany body el ?,
can have any Objection. But can any Reader pof-
fibly collect any clear Idea, or frame any ]ud:gment
of the Trade he cries up, from the general Affer-
tions he has given him; which in the whole amount
to no more than this, That formerly Famaica ha%
a confiderable Trade, and now it has very lictle?
which is the Café of numberlefs other Places, as
well Famaica. . -
We]%uzsaéf Imﬁgpg this is fufficient to convince even
this Writer himfelf, that I am not for treating the
private Traders of Famaica as he does the Com-
pany, by demolifhing them in all Events ;. {o now

let us proceed in our Examination, that by the-

Sequel we may {ee what this Trade really Was',v .as

well as what it is. I ST
" 'MIt. Pratter, who underftands it as well as any

body, but I believe never liked it enough to

-oncern himfelf in'it, has allowed with me, That
:I?:l’;f:ir;at;: Trade was carried on in 'Sloo]fs from jamaxca
oh great Advantage for Jome Years during. the War o_lf
Queen Anne. Vide Appendix. But then we werg;bof
allo of Opinion, that this Trade ruined by Caufes
* qtterly remote and foreign_ to the S. 8. Company,
and before this had any Being, was never likely to
o into any:
lr:;fggagl?;;nés ;Sriy’ﬂ'ine"'Sloth and Indolence of Go-
vernment; afd that therefore, as Matters now ftand,
the parting with the Affiento 1n dependance ngﬁ
“the other Trade again, might prove a parting witl
the Subftance for the Shadow; which wou'd be the
mote impolitick, in as much as Expemeqcebha;
fhewn, asinthe Year}-ng‘,”;ha; it 18 Po‘fﬁbl_ﬁ irz?:y

fuch degree; until Spain itfelf re-
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may {ubfift very profitably together: But in ozder”

to this, a little more Prudence, and lefs Noife, may

perhaps be requifite, and prove of more ufe, than:

all the Clamour this Writer wou'd endeavour to
make about it, , ,

I am here aware of the Opening I give this

Weriter to turn this Huth upon my felf; but I muft
tell him once for all, I defpife all Infinuations of chis.

kind, bidding him defiance; and tho’ it might be.

mexcufable in" us to ‘vaunt our own Services, by
which we' cou’d expe& little but the Laugh fromy
the wife in this Generation ; yet I may be allow’d

to fay, we are under no Apprehenfion. of being fu- -

{pecied for Breach of Truft : Which he has my full
Confent to offer to the Parliament, as often as it.is
committed knowingly and wilfully to the Preju-
dice of their Principals, to be made Felony in. all
Faltors and Agents what{oever,

- Now to thew the plain Fa& ; that Yamaica was
not in atual Pofleflion of this fuppoled valuable
T'rade at the time of the Ere&ion of the Britifh Af-
fiento Cornpany ;. T need fay little more. than refer
the: Reader to the Appendix. o

The Seamen have been fhewn to be gone alrea-

dy, and the Writer himfelf allows the Trade went

before them. ~Alafs! How precarious was its Sub-.
Aiftance, how fhort its Continuance in any Exalra-
tion! Wife and cautious Men ftood: looking on with.
their Money in their Hands, and did not dare to.
ftake a Bett, till the Table was removed and the

Scene vanifh’d. Every body who knows any thing |

of thofe Timesand thofe Affairs, cannot weli be ig-
norant, unlefs wilfully, that after the Lofs of Gan-~
dy’s and feveral other valuable Sloops, fome taken,
{fome overfet in Chace, ‘and the Ruin which follow’d:
of fome of the moft flourithing Houfes that ever
engaged in this Trade; ‘'which proves that this was

,.lj'able‘ to its Hazards as well as others.: After thefe:

Misfor-
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Misfortunes, I {ay, all which hagpengd befgfe the $. 9.
Company was thought on, this private Trade lay
funk almoft in Defpair, nor rear’d its Head again,
but thro’ the Help and Affiftance of the Company it
{elf, which this Writefl treats as its only implaca-
e Enemy. Vide Appendix. .
o Ilc?om'e ﬁow to tlfg Second Point, What Number
of Seamen this Trade, in its moft flourifhing Con-
dition, may reafonably be {uppofed to have main-
tain’d ; in ‘which I have taken the‘lx‘berry to dlfreri
with this'Writer at leaft one half of his Affer-
tion. ' . o
But, I confefs, Ithink it impoffible to determine

this Number with any certainty. ‘I have allowed

him his full Fifteen Hundred to the Privateers and
T'raders together, but I know not how to {eparate
them ; the Time I have pitch’d upon as of the
greateft Profperity of this Trade, was Time of
War; the fame Men often traded with Com-
miffions of War in their Pockets ; when .th? Sloqps
made Trading Voyages, they were furnifh’d with
Arms, and the fame Number of Men, as if they
had been itted for War, and defign’d for no other
Purpofe ; and inafmuch as the one Hand plaid into

the other, and Trading ' Voyages were made of Car-

goes of Prize-Goods, taken {fome times from the

Spaniards themfelves, and fold them again; firlt
changing their Properties upon Condemnation, an‘d«
valued at much lefs than the prime Coft in Europe 5.
which producing grear Profit, was able to .affordi
an Armament, that no other fort‘ofr T'rade, in any.
ordinary Channel, can poffibly do: T'his wasreally.
trading, but it was with’Arms in’ their Hands at:.

the fame time, “to take or to defend; and in this
blended State of Trade and War, wh‘o can d1v;de

the Seamen?

Nor let this be conftrued as an Afperfion upon-
thofe Tradersin general ; I mean it not as fuch:.

Trade
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Trade at that time could not with any fafety be
otherwife carried on, than by arm’d Sloops or Con-
voys of Men of War, which were not always to be
had, or were not always preferr’d by the Traders
themfelves ;5 and tho® thefe feem repugnant Princi-
ples to fubfift together, vet they did fo toa Won-
der, where the Commanders proved Men of ftri&
Honour and Juftice, whereot many were found
which may be parallel’d, but not outdone : Capt.

- Gandy, for an Inftance, did as gallant A&ions in

War, and was at the fame time a Trader of as
much Honour and firi& Juftice, -¢ven in the Efteem

of the Spaniards themfelves, as a » Man whatever.,

But 1 wifh I cou’d fay all thofe Commanders had
acted like him ; whereas the intercepting the Spa-
uifh trading Canoes by virtue of Commiflions of
War, - and Capt. Colbey’s taking the Chagre Fleet, are
known Exceptions to it, and did not only occafion

the limitting the extent of thofeCommiffions by A&

of Parliament, but did infinitely more Damage to
the Famaica Traders, both in Point of Credit and

Intereft, than was lefc in the Power of any after-

born Company to do.  Pide Appendix. |

~ This wasthe State of the Famaica private Trade,
and this the Defertion of above Fifteen Hundred
Seamen, which, according to this Writer, were
maintain’d by it, (unlefs as aforefaid ;) which he
has thought himfelf juftifiable in reprefenting to a

- Minifter of State, in order to give bis Grace a clear
and perfelt Idea of the whole Affair; and next,
what 2 Why not only to induce the Payment of

reafonable Duties on their Slaves, but with an a-
vowed Defign of difcrediting the Trade of the §. §.

. Company, as deftru&tive to the Britifh Commerce

and Plantations in general, but more efpecially that

Parturiunt montes! w——
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When T refleét on this Writet’s Prowefs and un-
daunted Courage at Aflertions, I am {urprifed he
did not proceed to tell his Grace, that before' the
Britifb Company had the 4ffiento, there was ftand-
Ing in Ffamaica one of the largeft and moft beautiful
Towns in all dmerica ; that it covered -above Fifty
Acres of Ground, all well builc and fortified, that
there were whole Streets of the Heighth and Model
of the Houfes in Zondom, and was furnifhed with
all - imaginable Conveniencies for Shipping and
Trade, in which and in People it abounded, having
alfo one of the moft fpacious and fafeft Harbours
in the World ; but that fince the §. S, Company had

been ercted, and had eftablith’d the Affiento in

another T'own in the fame Ifland, the former de-
lightful Scene was quite vanifh’d, the Town once
{o tamous and fo confiderable, being become little

better than a fithing Town in comparifon to what

it was, not half the Houfes ftanding, nor one fixth
Part of the People left, who bave rempved themfelves,
their Wives -and Children to other Places ; the Spanifb
‘Trade being in a manner loft, and even the Har-
bour itfelf not fo fafe as formerly it was. Allthis,

and much more of the {fame kind, might have been

added by this Writer, with equal Juftice and Truths
the naked Fac itfelf being true: And that it is fo,

I am as much concerned at, as he or any othet

Well-wifher to fo valuable a Part of the Byitifh Do-
minions can poffibly be ; but I fhou’d be juft fuch
another Writer as himfelf, if T fhou’d thus leave
off my Narration, and not inform the Reader, that
- all this happened not from the S. 8. Company, but
- from two moft-dreadful Calamities of Earthquake
and Fire, which, long

had befallen Poyt- Royal.

~_ Now, tho’I think I have fpoke fully to the two
- Points of Trade and Seamen, {o far as either can
be thought poflibly to have been affeéted by
. ‘ _ A

before they were thought of,

(19)
the S. 8. Company, as not having preceded their
Eftablifhment very many Years, yet I'muft account
with this Writer for what I have ventured to fay of
my Belief as to all preceding Times: He indeed
troubles not his Head much with Circumftances,
but contenting himfelf with Generaljties, and one
Epoch, wou’d have you believe that all the Times
before the Company, were one continued Ara of
Golden Days, and all fince, Ruin and Decay ; if
therefore he does not like to be confin’d to that
unlucky Crifis of Time I have chofe for him, I will

endeavour to go back with him to the Infancy of -

the Colony, and fee how we are like to fit him bet-
ter. - R ’ o

Icannot deny but he exprefles -himfelf clear e-
nough here, in Point of Time; 4 Spanith Tvade,
{ays he, open’d in the Tufancy of the Colony: But then
the only Clew he furnifhes his Reader wich, to dif-

- cover what kind of Trade this was, is the Word
Jormidable in'p. 2. where he fays his Fificen Huudred

Seamen made the Iland formidable ro its Neighbours.
Now I never knew a Hive of Bees Jormidable to
any body who let them alone ; thefe being always
employed themfelves inoffenfively, feldom alarm or
terrify their Neighbours. By this Deft cription there-
fore of formidable, 1 fancy this Writer had in his
‘Thoughts another Set of brave Traders (not the
mechanick fort) which floyrifth’d in the Infancy of
Famaica, and which moft People have known beft
under another Denomination: But whether any one
general Name takes in the lawful and unlawful

| ~ Warriors of thofe Days, for among his Number 1

fear will be found of both forts, Iproteft T am
not well enough vers’d in the Hiftory to be pofi-
tive; and therefore fhall {peak of them with due
Caution, and not mix Heroes with the Vermine of

‘the Earth,

Ca -~ Buc
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But if this be the Time, and thefe the Seamen
“he fixes upon, I do believe with him that there
were above Fifteen Hundred employ’d in this Trade, which
weve formidable 1o their Neighbours ; and all the Diffi-
culty that remains-upon him, is to fix their De-
ftruction upon the §. §. Company; to which all the
help 1 can give him is to tell him, that I never

knew an Incident of any Value, and that made
confiderably to the Author’s main Point, rejefted in.

a Romance, becaufe of a {mall difference in Point
of Time of Forty or Fifty Years, or fo; if Firgil
himfelf was to be fo feverely criticis’d, what wou'd
become of his Credit as an Hiftorian?

But I confefs myfelf at this Time mov’d with
fome Indignation againft this Writer. How coldly

does he pafs over the Memories of Men, whofe

Atchievements deferve to be celebrated by abler
Pens than ours; and whilft he can tell the Werld of

 the juit Fame of an* Admiral, of which no Mortal
upon Earth is ignorant; leave in Oblivion thofe

whofe Caufe he pretends to efpoufe, and fuch
as merit Statues and Trophies in Famaica, to their
immortal Honour! - ‘ , :

I own T have read with pleafure, among the oldeft
Records of that Ifland, the Refolutions of a Coun-
cil of War, to thiseffeét; I think it was upon Oc-

cafion of Sir Harry Movgaw’s Trading Expedition to .

Panama; to wit,

1. That too leng a Peace would enervate their

Militia, and deftroy their Difcipline.

2. That War would keep up the Martial S‘pifit',

of the People.

3. That this wonld make Money plenty in the
Ifland. This laft Refolution feems only

¥ sir Charles Wager's taking the Galleons in 1708,

caley~
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calculated then to take in fuch groveling Minds,
as that of our Writer. ' 2
But War being thus refolved, a Handful of Heroes
embark; they {ail, they land, they march, through
a wild, rainy, mountainoms and unwholfome Country,

“(fuch as this Writer tells you deftroys the S.'S.

Company’s Negroes, in ealy Journies) and forcing

- all the Enémy’s ftrong Pafles in their way, atlength

reach the South Seas, where they drive the Spaniards,
vaftly {uperior to them in Number, out of their Ca-
pital City, Panama, which they take, plunder, and
return. \ . -

I wifh T was able to do Juftice to fuch Exploits.

‘But how does this Writer of Memoirs treat {uch a

Paffage in the Hiftory of his own Country, in his
Narration? Why, inftead of celebrating the Glory of
thefe Men, and juftifying their Fame, by informing
his Readers, that Famaica being firft {ettled upon
the moft honourable Foundation, that of a Military
Colony, after the Manner of the Romans, they ftill
catry’d on a rightful War againft the fame Enemy,
which they had difpofleft of Famaica, and. with
whom no general Peace had yet been made, where-
in the Iudies were included; inftead of this, I f{ay,
which was the leaft could be faid on the mention of

thofe Times, he finks in his ‘Account all that is

great and honourable, which is contained in the two
firlt Refolutions of the Council of War, for which
he gives you nothing but the Word formidable; and
by fixing upon them the latter only, ‘which he calls

Ocafioning a Circulation of Money, dwindles thefe

Heroes into Private Traders, with no other earthly
Defign, that I can find out, than to raife them a-

gain after 40 Years Reft, and make ufe of them, like

Bays’s dead Men, to be driven again off the Stage
by the §.S. Company.

I could here indulge myfel'f in farther applauding

Merit, asmuch as this Writer {eems to have taken
' plea~
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pleafure in confounding of Story; but that the
‘I'reaties of general Peace coming on, tho’ feveral
Years after the Reftoration, this Heroick Race of
Men not being extin&, {fome of them could not re-
concile themfelves to private Life, but fet their Ver-
tue againit the Law, nor can now appear but with

faded Luftve; over whom I fhall therefore throw a

Veil, and for fear of tiring my Reader, haften to

conclude this Affair of Private Trade and Seamen,

by Argument and Obfervation, fince 1 defpair of

doing it by Difcovery of any Foundation in: Fa&

for this Writer’s Affertion. L
"And my Argument ftands thus:

The greater Extent of Trade muft necé\{’(‘arily,‘ 1

think, always employ the greater Number of Hands,
whether Landmen or Seamen. ‘ L B
Now, for about two Years of this laft opening
of the Affiento, the Company’s Agents at Famaica
being fully provided with Slaves, did therewith (as
1 do verily believe) carry on as great an Extent of
T'rade with the Spaniards, as ever the Private Tra-
ders did, in the like Time, in Negroes and European
dry Goods (not Prize). both together, and return’d
as much Bullion to Britain; therefore the Number
of Seamen employ’d by the Company, were {ufficient

at all Times to carry on the fame Value or Quanti~

ty in private Trade. L

But fays this Writer, p.20. Negroes were the leaft
Part of the Commerce of the Private Traders. 'This
flatly makes againft him in Point of Number of
Seamen, becaufe the fame Veflel which can carry
but 10000 /. in Negroes, may carry -ten Times
that Value in Goods, and require fewer Hands,
becaufe Goods neither eat, nor drink, nor rebel. |

Again ; It has been obferved, that in the Year

11723, the Private Traders had a confiderable Spirt
of Trade in Goods as well as Negroes ;. from

,T hat

whence I argue,
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That in the Year 1723, there having been be-
twixt the Company and Private Traders together,
at leaft as much Trade carried on as ever was by
the Private Traders alone in any one Year; it fol-
lows neceffarily, that either as many Seamen were
employ’d in it, and then the Company had not
drove them away, or {fuch a Number as this Wri-
ter aflerts was never neceflary, and confequently

‘were never employed in this Trade, properly fo

cal’d: Let him take which Side of the Dilemma
he pleafes. R -
~ The Dutch have had, generally fpeaking, above
twice the Number of Ships of Force trading all
along that Coaft, that Famaica has had, of Trading
Sloops 5 and I very much doubt, if ever their
Number of Seamen, at one Time, reach’d to
Fifteen Hundred. - = '~ - S
* But on this Head comes in this Writer’s {ly Ob-
fervation, p.19. Though poffibly, {ays he, there might

“bave been a VERY CONSIDERABLE Private Trade

cayried on, which perbaps fome of HIS- FRIENDS are
able vo explain. For the {ake of a little Popularity,
he is content to demolifh his own Building with his
own Hands. This mult allude to a wery confiderable
Private Trade in the Company’s Snows, or elfe ’tis

nothing to the Purpofe; and then my Argument,

as to his Seamen, will ftand thus:

That Two Hundred Men in conftant Employ in -

{ix Snows of the Company’s, were able to carry on
avery confiderable Private Trade, over and above the

* - Company’s Negroes, and confequently over and a-

bove what was ever before carried on by the Pri-
vate T'raders of Famaica with above Fifteen Fun-

dred.  The reft I am to anfwer for to the Com~

pany ; nor am I afraid, inbehalf of the Intereft he
betrays, to open the Eyes of this Writer, by tel-
ling him, that the real Enemies of Private Trade,
of any Kind, can be none of his faft Friends: 5
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But his Seamen, p. 17. are fuch as are fettled
with their #ives and Families. 'T'o which T anfwer,
That the Company, in the Method they have carry’d
on. theiv Trade at Famaica, have employ’d -many
fuch, and always preferr’d them, as the Seamen
themfelves have alfo done the Service of the Com-
pany, to fuch a Degree, as to follicit for and
thankfully accept 5os. per Month, Famaica Money,
in their Employ, preferably to 4/ and 4/ 10
per Month, in that of any Private Traders whatfo-
ever. ,
And the Reafon of this Preference is plain, be-
caufe the Company’s Service is a conftant Employ,
which the other is not : And how this Difference
can contribute to the Company’s driving away
Seamen with theiv Wives and Families, and to the
others fixing them, is left to this Writher further
to explain. " o

Tt would be endlefs to fhew all the Mif’cake‘s of

this Writer; his Voyages to Carthagena and Porto~"

bello, are ftated alike, p.4. whereas the Latter ge-
nerally takes twice the Time of the Former; and
both asmuch again as he allows. ’ v ,

" Bur to proceed to the reft of his main Propofi-
tion: The Company muflt be anfwerable for all

~ thefe Lofles, p. 2, 3. < When it is confidered, fays

ke, <¢ that if there was no {uch Contract in Being,
“ or if it wasin the Hands of ANY GJ'HER

« NATION, (no matter which, it feemsin the -

Opinion of this Writer, {o_ Britain has it .not)

“ they could not carry it on without the Affiftance

 of the Englifh, and without Trading with the
« Iphabitants of Famaica.” Will he give me leave
to add two or three Words to make this plain; to
wit, 10 @ greater Extent and Degree than the S. S.
Company have done. "This he muft allow to be his
Meaning, or.elfe he fays nothing to the Prejudice
of the Company, or the Advantage of 3amaiaz p
- - An
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And does this Writer of Politicks really think,

that if the French had the Ajfiento again, they would

trade more with Yamaica than the S S. Company
have done? Or it they did, weuld more contri-
bute to the enriching, peopling, and ftrengthening
of it? Here his Fears from the Neighbourhood of
Hifpaniola, p. 33. are laid afide; and in the Service

of Private: Trade, or rather for any {ceming Argu--
‘ment :agau_lf} the §. §. Company, “a perfe@ Confi-
dence is rais'd in the French. They were under a Ne-

ceffiry, fays he, p.3. when they had the 4ffento,
of purchafing great Numbers of Negroes from the Inbabi-
tants of Jamaica (intimating, that the fame would
follow again) NOT ONLY FOR THE 4SSi-
ENT0, BUT FOR THEIR OWN PLAN-
TATIONS. Which, p. 33. he tells you are in-
creafing, to the endangering the Safety, as well as
the Profperity, of Famaica. What an Advocate is
here for fo important an Ifland ! o

But for the fake of Yamaica and its Inhabitants, I

- muft not quit this Subje&, and leave them under.

this Reproach : Let this Writer confider it again ;-
Is this Fa& true or falle 2 Did the Inhabitants of
Famaica {ell great Numbers of Negroes at that
Time to the French, not only for the Affiento, BUT
FOR THEIR OWN PLANTATIONS? Take
care; thefe laft can’t be fuppofed to have gone to

- Carthagena, but to.the French Settlements on Hifpa-

wiola; with whom, 1 believe, it was, at that
very Time, HIGH-TREASON to trade; and
am fure, it was a Trade of a treafonable Na-
ture : and whether true or falfe, is 2a much greater
Calumny upon the Ifland in' general, than any.
he has fet forthas from Enemies, in this extraor-
dinary Piece. - |

~ For can any thing be fuppofed more ebfurd, or
more repugnant to the Common Intereft, than that

for the Sake of 4 little Gain toa few Particulars,

) D : a B'y
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. b ] q
any Society fhould fuffer, much lefs encourage, the
furnifhing two powerful neichbouring Nati i

W b g g Nations, uni-
ted in War againi them, not only with the Means
of carrying on an abfolutely neceflary and beneficial
Trade to both, but to the firengthening of Hifpani-
ol which, you have his own Word for it, is Famai-
ca’s moft formidable Neighbour and Rival in the
c,annot.believe t.his ; and if this Writer knows of any
fuch vile Praétices, that were privately and clan-

~deftinely carried on, the beft Atonement he can
- © . . .
make to Famaica and its Inhabitants, for this gene~

ral Afperiion, 1s to deteé the Parties therein concern-
ed, and their {ecret Methods of carrying on fuch a
permcm.us_and tredfonable Trade; in- which, as
Britain it {elf is equally concern’d, Iam very" lad
he has given this Hint to a Minifter Watchfulgfor
its Safety, that fuch Pra&ices as thefe may be better
look’d to hereafter, and prevented. ! |

~ And canany Reader, after this, think, wi is
R -\ 23] > 9 tl
Writer, that the French, in Cafe they ha\ée‘?hel.;;g

ento again, will trade more with Famaica, than the

S. §. Company have done? Or if we fhould fall out

with them again, that Famaica would think it its
own Int_eyefc, or Britainthink 1t theirs, to-drive this
Trade with them? Or can we pretend to fay, that

- France, in undertaking the Affiento, muft abfolutely -

1 3 . ! 2
depend upon us? They have once undertook it,

~when we were their declared Enemies, and yet

. they had an Overplus of Negroes, it feems, for

their Plantations ; whereof they fettled a great

- Number of Sugar-Works, during that War; if we

- helpt them, - the more fhame for us. For, how-

“ever it may be jultly argued by lawful Traders in

Time of Peace, that they may indeed fic ftill and

leave othex Nations to take the B lying
ons.to take the Benefit of fupplyin

‘their Neighbours With Materials for Impmverigt ogf
their Lands; but that it is not poffible for them to

hinder

Sugar and other Plantations produce? I own, I
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hinder fuch Improvements being made; and there-
fore, that the Inhabitants of Famaica may as well

‘take this Advantage, as leave it to other Nations ;

but to do this in Time of War, was a Pra&ice,

which fuch a Writer alone, as I have to do with,

wold attempt to defend. -
Nor let us be altogether fo confident of our

Superiority in the Trade to Africa, until we are

more united in this refpe&, as well as'others, a-
‘mong our {elves.

A I am no Party Man berween
the African Company, and feperate Traders to that
Coaft; but I can fee in this, asin many other Re-

{pelts, that we are the weaker there, by our Divifions 3

and 1 have heard; what I believe to be true, that

the Erench have beat us out of: fome of our Settle-'

ments ‘in the River Gambia, as the Portuguefe have
deftroy’d others in Angola: And tis a Queftion,
whether the Datch,who have fupplied both the French
and Spaniards, and even fome of our own Planta-
tions, with great Numbers of Negroes from. Statia
and Curacoa, are not able to do us more Damage
than both French and Portugueze have done on the

Coaft of Guinea, whenever they pleafe, unlefs better

Care be taken of fome of our Forts and Caftles.

But without carrying this Point any further; is

there a fufficient Foundation, or does it become
any Englifbman, but this Scribler, at a Time when
the feveral Inclinations and Interefts of the Powers

of Europe feem more intricate and entangled than -

ever, to tell them all, that, as to the Trade to Africa,
Britain gives the Law; as to the Alffiento, Famaica:

He might, with as much Reafon, have faid it of

GIBRALTAR: But, 1 fear, unlefs it be done by

Treaties, it muft be fach Heroick Private Traders,

as his were in the firft Settlement of Yamaica, that
muft determine fuch arduous Points as thefe. :
S But T muft fll follow my Leader, flightly
paffing by many lefler Miftakes, or I fhould never
get to the End ; {uch are, what he fays about Provi-

D2 S fions,
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fions, p. 5. Has he never heard, that where the Car-
rion is there will be the Crows; this Simile will
pleafe him, but it proves however, that the North-
€rn, as well as Negroe Traders will fend their
Commodities to that Place, wherever it be, where
the Company fettles the Affiento; and that therefore

the Ifland ‘have been obliged to the Company, and

not the Company to the Ifland in this Refpett.
Thus again, in regard to Freight, it is 5 known

Difference of Twenty Shillings per Head in Ne-

groes, between the Windward Iflands and Famaica ;
the Company having always paid Twenty Shil-

lings per Head more to Yamaica than to Barbadoes ;
and for this Twenty ShiHings per Head extraordi-
-nary, paid by the Company, the Planters of 4~
“maicd have had. the Freight of theijr Sugars {o much

the cheaper to Britain, s the Outward-bound
Freight helps to-make up for a leffer Home.
What has been in this Man’s Head, when he
Debits the Company Sixteen T houfand per Aup,
to the Ifland on this Article 2 p. 6.

And with what Facilicy, 26, 7,8, does he ahfwef |
an Obfervation made at "the Council-Board by a

Nobie Perfon, upon export Duties ; which, if I took
right, was made to-fhew how cautioufly they were

to be laid'; and that in _general, the Export was

to be encouraged by Allowance of a_Draw-back,

—- T'o which this WritEr:--ZVEGROES, MYLORD,

lays. he, i the Plantations, may be compared to WWOOL.

#n England. What then » Why, if he would haye
carried on his Para]lel, according to the Truth of

the Fa&, he muft have faid, . T'herefore as an £y
r;bum_gement 1S given in Erngland for the Importation of
Wool, we lay 4 heauy Duty, iz Jamaica, upon
the Zmportation of Negroes,. What a Parallel is here |
and yet the Fa& won’t allow it to be mended. e
Duty is Ten Shillinas per Head on Import ; and
Ethought my felf ooliged to inform their Lord-

The
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S, at the Coyncil-Bogrd, thye the Compyr

had paid Duty for above Five Hundred dealgpli;g
groes, which had copp them about 7

Freight, and produc’d them pot 4 Ryal, and  fop

above Five Hundred more, not worth ahoye 10, -

per Head.  Thjs Duty, Mr. Rickayd Harvis,; 3

explain’d further from hjs own feeling : Apd
Plain i 8 : And coyld
the DireGors of the S S. Company anfiver to

their Principals,  the ot complaining of |
Hardfhips as thefe, as wej] as of fhe g 18- uch
of the whole Dyt

its being laid before His moft Sacted Majefty, fop

the repealing of an Inftru&ion given to Governoyr
Hunter, that it hag been thoughe uecellary in Jamaica 5 in
Imitation of England, wsp refpect to Wool, 10 make the
Importation of Negroes eafy, ‘and 1, lay the Duty o Frs-

not every Reader haye concluded
that there had been no Duty at all on Importation

~ drop’d; being made eafy, is in the next?Paragraph faid

. to fall on the Confumer, and not on the [ ary
*'the. diftin&ion of I‘mpo,rt and Ex bein pers

| from which, as he has Lid j¢ down,

and to gjve
t] LE Wwho made the Obje&ion
dlearer Meas from another parajje] Cafe, that of Drugs,

/ I confefs T
fmmc no Idea at all, but what makes agiin& ng

P-7.1s to make what

Improp |
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Import Duty as clear as the other Fafe ; and as to
a PDuty upon Export, he has either \;lrrong t:ie/m._
& : iv g nder-
feribed the A&, or not given us enough to un

and its Meaning. g - o

§ ‘But his Inference, p. 8. 1s beyond talni ;ha}";nf;ces I;E
I underftand it right, it amounts to this, :

try, ave to follow its
\ing dependent on the Mother Country, f

ims. ‘Wherefore, as the Mother Country givesa
ggxiﬁn :;éln Impo;:tation of Wool.frpm F o?ezgrz ?oz;:s
tries, and (partly toftpiulzlc)gagegt}{f]zg oO:iU'sn }gﬂi;z% groee’
admit the Import of all ying W¢ Daucy Br
cefore the Dependent Colony may realonadly lay
%xexzigfn?i;el-l?\/fantlfa&uges of the Mother'l(,oun;
try; 1 fay Manufa&ures 1n gel}eral, for W]fyf?(();e
upo’n all Britifb Goods, as well as Negx;:)e‘s,B 1t1ﬂ?
thefe are the Produce of Woollens and other Briti

Manufa&ures; and areall alike uecefary to the Plan-

' ke exported from thence to the Dominions
';? Zoggi‘:;g;? P?'i':zl;?. :T{E‘his*‘i]sl'call’d followmgfz;;f Lftaif.
ims, which is going direétly oppofite; tofo olxl», Eh:
Ma;;ims,‘v in his way oE_;:Reafor}mg, 18 tlo té‘D‘mie‘S
Mother Country in plain Englifh, you I\;ymms i
upon our Sugars; and we follow your aN i mez
laying them upon your -W‘Qol,r or upon your‘ legr 5
3 Y e, - co ‘
lt.iﬁiescfno hi!ii)rfgtycly- flatter himfelf that any par-
ticular Men 1n f}’amaicd, much glefs ‘flo \2/11&({212(}
experienced a Governor, or the Co_uncx,arl: Affem
bly, will thank him for this? And wopite hebe el
byyixis:,Friends, that he has gone out of his Depth,

that his Zeal might have been commendable, and

he might have been of {fome ufe in making a .Ng;fe,
and clamouring againft the §.'S. Company 1n' gene-.

| terms, or if he had pick’d up more Scraps fﬁr
:;é:ci»aﬁfman, and 'got him %0 work th‘emt g;;rz:rsl f 2‘:
1 ehe Oueries, there -had been'no great harm-in
id the Queries, there -had o great harm in
?tid but to fall,upo'n the «Pérvy—(lgunmlé a?jh;; (ai‘;'e
tempt to -expofe their Judg X et

e B e
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himf{elf fuch Pointsas he has done, in doing which
he has more mifreprefented the Ifland, and efpe-
cially in the Charge of Independency, (v.p. 34.) than
all the prejudiced Perfons, or its bafeft Enemies had ever
done before him, or had been able to do 5 and that
therefore after all this, he muft no longer expec they
can appear for him, approve his Condu&, or own
his Sentiments, much lefs recommend him for a
Sollicitor tor the Ifland, which won’d now give too
much Colour for their being fuppofed to have coun=
tenanc’d his Proceedings hitherto, So much I owe

in Juftice to the Injuries this Writer has done Fa-

maica ; the reft I leave to the Privy-Council. ,
‘Lhere is one Particular I find I overlook’d in P 2.
which being of the fame Stamp with what goes be-
fore, may do as well to be remarked here ; and as
it regards Truth, it ought not to be omitted, The
Company, fays he, difpute paying the SAME DU-
TIES which the Private Traders paid for many Years.
Here, firlt, they are called the fame Duties - This, I
fear, I muft calla Falfhood, becaufe I think I may
be pretty pofitive that there was no Impert Duty
before the Company had the Affiento. - Secondly,
‘The Private T'raders indeed have paid the Duties,
but they have all along complained of them ; and
the Petitions, both of the Merchants of Londsn and
Briftol for Reliet, were now before the Council-
Board, as well as the Company’s: Nor will it be fuf-
ficient for him to {ay now that he meant other Pri-
vate Traders, he ought to have. explained it, and
not have deceived his Readers ; who, I dare {ay,
will own, that they imagined all Private Traders
had cuteutedly paid them : This therefore muft pafs
for a Prevarication. S
We muftnow go again top. 8. Thus, my Lord, I
have fhewn, ¢re. His Talent it feems did not lie in
{peaking, p. 1, He has now fhown 'what it isat

Writing; but I have not done with this Para-

graph,

Wherein

=
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Wherein I muft take,K Notice of thefe Words,
p. 9. Aud exercifed in the Manner they bave done. He
had empticd his Quiver at the Affeno it felf,
with Referve of this one Arrow aimed in par-
ticular at the Execution; his Meaning, as I take’
it, is fully explained, p. 18, 23, 24, &% to allude
to the Company’s trading themfelves to Guinea ;
and this is another mafterly Stroke of this Writer.
I confefs, in the firft curfory Reading of this
Piece, fancying I had the Author all along in my
Eye, whenl came to this Part of the Charge, it
puzzled me extreamly ; tor I could fearce think ‘it
peflible that the wery Perfon who had clamour’d
loudeft at the Company’s buying up all the Ne-
groes in ffamaica, and thereby rendring them f{carce’
and dear to the Plangers, and who had prevailed
with the Lords Commiflioners of Trade, chiefly
‘upon his own Information, to report the Matter
in this Light to his Majefty, could be the fame
Perfen, who now, dropping the Planters and his
former Grievances, of Scarcity and Dearnefs, télls
his Grace, that the Company having already made

Negroes plenty and cheap in Famaica,; -are about to
S pienty p 5 ,

ruin all the Merchants to Guinea, by vccafioning Ne=
groes 10 be fo wery cheap, that no private Merchant

* will be able toafford them ;5 and who therefore muft

either leave off the Trade, or be ruined, p. 25." But ha-
ving, on a little Confideration, fully {atisty’d my
felf of this Writer’s great Talent this way, I no
longer doubted. It mult be he; ’tis a Unique, and
there can be no other: And does not fuch a Mole
deferve to be unearth’d, and ——? No, don’t do
that, he has done you no harm; leave that to him-
{elf to do, or to his Friends in Famaica, when they

catch him: Well, for the fake of our Friend M——ro, |

I fpare him. o |
~ What is faid afterwards of the Company’s having

- it in their Power to fer what Price they pleafe on Ne=

\groes’

o

-

s

e

(33)

- grees, a6 well as the Produtt of the Ifland, was the lealt

he could fay to make up with the Planters again,
for having turned Cat in Pan with them upon this
Occafion. But his Reafoning on this Subject, and
his chimerical Inferences, are not, I think, capable
of being more expofed, than as they ftand martiall’d
by himfelf. T

~But to give full Satisfaction to the Reader con-
terning the Company’s Proceedings on this Head :
The Fact is thus; when the Method of Supply of
Slaves came under the Confideration of the Court of

Diredtors, at the laft opening the Affenre, it was
found upon looking back, that fome Lofs had beérr

fuftained under the preceeding Direction, by their
Trade to frica; and asI wasnow chofe one of the
Company’s Agents, the Court was pleafed to ask
my Opinion in this Matter, which I gave, accord-
ing to the beft of my Judgment, for their trufting
to the Marker, and buying thére; verily believing
that this would be their cheapeft Method, and that
fuch ready Money Buyers would never want any
Supply which they fhould require, at an yPlace what-
foever, where they fhould once fix the Affiento,
and timely Notice thereof be given to the Mer-
chants ; nor did I think, however I proved miftaken,

_ that there was any room or reafon’ hereby to fear
any Damage arifing to the Planters, from fuch an

Encouragement to a Commpn Market, but rather
that the contrary was to be inferr’d, and that by

creating Abundance, Cheapnefs, & would follow,

V. Appendi, , , :

- Mr. Praster has fince agreed with me in Opinion,
that Neceflity alone of 2 Stpply of Negroes ought
to induce -the Company to- prefer trading to Gui-
nea themfelves; but that it were fill better for
them, even to lofe {orhething upon the Guinea

Trade, rather than want Negroes for the Affients,

fince their Duties were to be’ paid in all Events,
: S O |

SIS
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‘and their Charges the fame under a deficient, as z

u ly of the Affiento. . |
kUI}I'Shuepglgurt of Di{fe&ors, in fetting out this 1aft
"Time, took a middle way, which, I believe, will
be allowed by every body to have been the beft;
which was, to make {ure of fome certain kNumb}et?,
and leave the reft to Experience. This fec-uf_red
themfelves in fome Meafure, and prevented any
fudden Scarcity to the Plantations trom the Com-
pany’s immediate Demand; and fo they condgdegl
a Contra& with the Royal African Compa.ny‘fc\)f
3,000 Slaves to be delivered them at Famaica the
firft Year, and afterwards macé)eI another for 6oo
more, to follow as foon as poffible. .
m(")Itei]appened however, thatp_ both thefe Met_hodg of
Supply proved infufficient. The Royal African Cqme
pany failed in furnifhing their full Co_mpl'elﬁn?,,
which obliged us to purchafe of the Private der-
chants fuch a Number, as raifed the Clamour
before obferved, of the Planters againft _tl}ngmf
pany, for exporting all the Negroes, whillt they
1 rted none, A ‘ o
mion‘d to fuch an Extremity were the Company
reduc’d, for want of Negroes to {upply the Affiento,
in the Year 1723, that the private Merchants dlfi
not only raife the Price upon. us confiderably, but
told us, if we would not come up to_thofe Prices,
they would carry their Negroes to the Spanifp

Coaft themfelves; which fome did actually do, and

1 believe did not fell them the very choicelt Negroes

in Parcel, at above One Hundred and Thirty

Pieces of Eight per Head, notwithftanding the

great Want of the Spaniards, thro’ the Company's
Deficiency ; and here I muft once again tell this
Writer, that fuch Negroes as thofe were, meaning the
Bartley Galley's, fot an Inftance, will at all Times
fetch from Two Hundred and Sixty to Three
Hundred Pieces of Eight per Head, when fold ttk)l}e,

- > FRR R 2
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the Affiento; he would not forgive me if T fhould
add, would fetch Four Hundred Pieces of Eighr,

if it was not for private Trade. Here let the

Reader remark, that the Company’s Prices in Woolen
and other Goods, are above thofe of the Private
‘Traders, near as much in Proportion as thofe of
Negroes ; and whether the Britifh or Spanifb Nation
reaps the' Benefit of this difference of Price between
the Company’s and Private Trade, or by which of
the T'wo the Spanifb Plantations are moit likely to
be encouraged and encreas’d, I once agree with
this Writer, deferves the ferious Confideration of
every well-wifher to the Commerce of Great-Byi-
tain, and of its Plantations. Upon this Subject,
how pathetically does he move his Grace to the

Confideration of their Intereft, with re{pe&t to Ne-

groes; It is Negroes that make Sugar and Indigo; it is

Negroes that plaut Cotton and Ginger ; it is Negroes, &c.

p- 8. Andin p. 23. How far it may therefore be rea-
Jonable, [ays ke, to veftrain the Company and Others in the
Number of Negroes which they export to particular Places,
&c. 'This is honeftly faid, in adding the Words
AND OTHERS, the Private Traders as well as
the Company ; and I wifh it could be done by Bri-
tain, in refiraining ALL OTHER NATIONS,
as well as themfelves, wherein lies the difficulty of
this Propofition ; but I dare venture to fay the
Company will have no Obje&ion to this ; and until
it can be brought about, I'll tell him an Expedient 3
Let our own Private Traders fell none under thée
Company’s Prices, and the Advantage in Manu-

facturing all the Weft-India Produce, will remaii

fufficiently on the fide of our own Plantatiops,
But to proceed ; this Want of Negroes was the
vifible Neceflity of the Company’s T'rading again to
Africa, from which, before this Writer excludes
them abfolutely as Affientifts, he will, I hope, make
a Contribution for them Eamong the Private Traders,
' 2 to
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to pay the King of Spain’s Duties, which muft l;e
paid whether they import the Negroes or not.  1i
fhort, it is ridiculous ’:md abfurd to fuggeft any
Aims of the Company’s by this Trade to Guinea,
except their own Supply, to which they have bf:e?
forc’d for that End, and which, I {peak my beliet;
they will be glad to give up, upon reafonable Aﬂu-
rance of a fufficient Supply of Slaves for the Alfienta
by any other Means, and without being E‘};EO_{Gd to
the Want of Slaves again, and‘ at the {fame Time to
{uch contradiGory and groundlels Clamours. Un-;
lucky Company ! and more unlucky Mana{ge_rs_.
who in the execution of a national Contralt, at
once ftand charged with buying all the Negroes,
and thercby ruining the Plant‘crs; _wlt}q not bpymg,
and thereby ruining the Merchants; with Importing
Negroes in Prejudice of Thefc, and not importivg
them in Prejudice of the Others ; with deftroying
private Tradg, and thereby preventing the Expor-
tation of Britifh Manufaltures ;. with conniving at
private Lrade, and thereby promoting this very
Exportation : In fine, accufed in the Name of their
Proprietors, for betraying their Interefts, and in
the Name of all others, for not betraying them.
Muft they an{wer or be filent? or can any one
{peak and not offend ?

1f they fhould quit the Guinea Trade again, will

the Planters be fausfied 2 and will not this Wriger
make it matter of Confcience not to deal wx_th
them ? But of this Iconfe(s I am not much in pain,
even as to him himfelf. I dare fay he would be fo
good, and {o juft to the Company, as to undertake
‘the Delivery of any Number of Negroes, for which
they might contralt here with any Traders to
Africa, being configned to him upon reafonable
Commiffions. Is not the Myftery unfolded ? and
have I really hit the Mark? And your Houle, you,
fay, has lolt {ome Commiffions which you fhould

probably
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probably have had, if the Company had continued
to buy all »~ '
Hine ille Lacryma !

Confeflion has always fomething of Ingenuity in
“it; and you {ay you are {orry for it, and that you’ll
write on their Side next. 'Well, there is no Oc-
cafion for that, I fhall fhew that you have done
that enough already, and though I think, with re-
[pe&t to your own Views, that you have carried
the Jeft a little too far. Private Men, you: know,
much lefs Companies, don’t love to appear forc’d
into Meafures ; but as this was always agreeable to
my Opinion, all Malice apart, I willdo you what
Service I can in this refpedt.

R R R R DR s

Part IL
Wherein the Fallacies of this Writer's Af-

Sertions are further expofed; and the

great Advantages of the Affiento Con-
tralt, both to Britain and Jamaica, proved

Sully and clearly from this Writer's own
Concelfions.

FTER this Pacification (I with it prove
lucky) to which, as I have fufficiently
fhewn my Inclination, fo it cannot be

doubted, but it will end in Peace, if this Writer is
fincere; becaufe, I think it will appear manifeft to
every judicious Reader, that we fhall both find our
Accounts now in re-eftablifhing the 4ffiento ; ~ and
with his Affiltance, and that of fome of his Friends,
or but the filencing of their Clamours, while we can
be heard, it can be no longer difficult to convince
the whole Nation, Famaicaincluded, of the Truth

of this plain Propofition, That Peace is better than -

War ;
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War; and that as inconfiderable as ‘my Antago-
nift and my {elf are, this whole Kingdom and the
Trade thereof, are not lefs concerned than our-
felves, in the good or bad Iflue of our prefent
Controverfy. But in as much as Britons delight
more in contending for Honour than Intereft, I
muft give fair Warning to my Opponent, that I
expeét to find not the leaft Infult hereafter, upon
the Rights of a Britifh Company, nor even upon.
the meanelt Bririfb Trader, much lefs upon fo im-
portant-an Ifland as Yamaica ; it 1do, 1 fhall look
upon it as an Argument of his Infincerity in this
"Ureaty; and calling again to mind the Examples
of fome of his Heroes of old, {uch as * Coxon, who
alledging the Spaniards were faithlefs Men, and
never to be trufted, {wore eternal War againft
them, I cannot be an{werable that I fhall keep my
Temper and not refent it, however I may risk my
own Credit or Interelt thereby, with that juft In-
dignation which ‘is due to all Breach of Faith, a-
mong Britifh. Writers of any Honour or Reputation
in the World, -~ } ‘ ‘

~ And now let us proceed in the Examination of
the reft of this Plece, which it will be his Intereft
now as well as mine, that I fheu’d expofe as much
as it deferves, becaufe it will tend to the accom-
plithing our main Purpofe ; and then he will get his
Friend the Craftfman to publith what he thinks
proper by way of Antidote for his Readers, againft
the poffible ill Effefts of his P. §. in his Page‘t‘,‘ N"
78, which an Author of his great Capacity will

* 1his Coxon awas one of the laft of the Buccaneers, awho did

Honders in Courageand Condutt 5 and for bis Mercy flewn in Vic-
2ory  his great Bravery, and Contempt of Money,. which be profefs'd
20 defpife, and gave always among bis Men, aas feven Times par-
Dned by the Kings of England.” He proclaimed King William af
Port-Royal, before it was known there that he was King of
England. : ' o

very

very eafily be able to do, efpecially as he has mof}
tortunately provided himfelf - therein with thefe
Words, to wit, “If the Fa&s alledged init, fays
he, ({peaking of the Pamphlet he was celebrating)
“ are true, which indeed arejvery plaufibly fet forth ;”
thefe laft Words won’t be lefs ufeful to him now,
than they were before, feeing he may ftill com-
pliment the Writer as to his Skill, and tell his
Readers he was fo very artful, that he was enough
to deceive the very elet?; and proteft, that with all

- his Care and Circumfpection which he conftantly

takes not to be impofed upon himfelf, much more
not to impofe upon his Readers, he may ingenu-

oufly confefs, that this once he himfelf has been

deceived ; and that upon further Examination of
the ¥Fad&ts alledged by this Writer, inftead of find-
ing them to De true, there is {carce any thing in
the whole Pamphlet that is not compounded of the
groflelt Mifreprefentations, Abfurdities, Prevari-
cations and Falfhoods, that ever he met with in
any one Piece ; that this has made him juftly fu-
Apect the Foundation in Truth of the Queries he
publifhed fome time ago on the Credit of the fame
Writer, in which he is deeply affe@ted with his
own Con{cioufnefs, as having done it at that time
with defign’d Prejudice to an Honourable Perfon, and
to deprive the City of Jo ufeful a Reprefentative ; but
‘that he hopes his Readers, and all the World, will

forgive him this, and numberlels other Tranfgref~
ficns he finds he has been guilty of, of like nature, -
upon his fevere Humiliation and Repentance at

this Seafon ; having, as he aflures them, applied
his own Doétrine of political Regeneration to him-
felf, and, for the future, moft ferioufly refolved to
publith no Fa&ls of any moment, but fuch-as he
thall firft have taken all poflible Pains to be fully
informed about, and in his ewn Conftience fhail
be verily per{waded of and believe to be true ; much

——
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lefs will he fuffer himfelf ever hereafter to be drawn
into the guilt of publifhing {uch Faés or Reafoni-
ings as concern Chriftian and Moral Duties, as well
as Political, whereby honeft and inoffenfive Men,

“however ob{cure or inconfiderable, may be wound=
‘ed in their Reputations, and f{tigmatis’d as falfe
- Witnefles (the greateft of all Condemnations both

among Chriflians and Moralifts) by his: means
throughout the World. But as it wou’d be Rafh-
nefs and Folly in me to attack a Writer of this

Magnitude: beyond the juft Limits of Self~De-

fence ; {o I make not the leaft douht, but he will

‘be lefs credulous hereafter, of fuch Writers, and

their " Intelligence, and think himfelf under an
indifpenfable Obligation, both as a Chriftian, a
Moralift, and a Gentleman, as well as a political
Writer, to make my Innocence, at lealt my De-
fence, as publick, as he defign’d my Tranfgre(-
{ions. : , 4
But to return to my Pamphleteer: Inp. 9. he
opens a new Scene thus; £ fball now inguirve, {ays
he, 7uto the Merits of the S. S. Company’s Petition, &c.
and {o, without any further Formality, or regard
to the Opinion of the Privy-Council, proceeds
“himielf to p. 19. to try this Caufe over again 5 and
in order to juftifty his own Sentence, differing it
feems from that of their Lordfhips, he makes
the Company’s Witnefs {ay what he pleafes, and
then gives Judgment. . .,

"This is a Martter that concerns the judicatory of
the Dernier Refort from all his Majefty’s Planta-
tions ; and to be thus treared, is in my humble
Cpinion the greateft of all Calumnies, and of the
‘worft Tendency to the Security and quiet Enjoy-
ment of our Peace and Properties. Abroad ; for
“what regard can be expedted to be paid to final De-
cifions. 1n Caufes, or what Opinion muft the Sub-
ject entertain of judgments the moft {olemnly pro-

' L ‘ ~ “nounc’d?

o (41) |
" nounc’d 2 Where fhall be our refting Place 3 If a
Court, ulually confifting of a Prefident, the Arch-
bifhop of Cauterbury, the Lord-Chancellor, the
Lord Privy-Seal, the two Lord Chief Juftices, the
Ma&el_‘ of the Rolis, befides the other Grear Men
ot which this Board is compofed, after full Deli-
beration, I fay, upon the Subje@’s Complaints,
fhall net give Counfel to his moft facred Majefty,
without being called in Queftion by fuch a Wri-

- ter, who complains to the Kingdom, undet Dil-

guile of a Letter to a Secretary of State, that they
have laid their Judgments oz « wrong Foundations

and {uggeftsit to have been done in Prejudice of

-an Ifland of vaf# Jmportance 10 Britain, in a moft e~
guitable and reafonable Point,. {cattering throughout

as well as its Profperity was even endangered here-
by, and all this in favour of a Company deftruétive
to the Britifh Comimerce and Plantations ; ‘Would
not a Stranger coniclude that we lived in Face Ro<

muli ?

But let every Briten rejoyce, yea, I,-E;y re=~

- joyce ; here is indeed one ill Effe&®, but it {prings
trom the beft of all Caufes, next to God himfelf, -

to wit, Liberty. This Writer, after all this, walks
about, and ftruts like a Patricr, and no Warrant
from a Star-Chamber has iffued againft him.

- But fuch is my Regard to the folemin Decifions
of Juftice, that I fhall not venture even to {peak in
their Defence, otherwife than by faying, Itis the
Duty of all Parties to fubniit to them, or to Pe-
tition for a Re-heating 5 which, if this Writer had
‘ot himfelfis diftrufted hisown Caufe, he muft nes
Ceflarily have known to have been his only Method.

He tells us, however, p. 13. That wpon reading

the feveral Atts of Affembly; together with bis Majefty’s
Anftructions, they were found agyeeable and conformable
‘therets, My chief Remark upon this is to do him

T 7 J-LlﬁiCQ;

Lo

-his Work Infinvations, as if the Safety of Yamaica
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T
Juftice, as having in thiS@mc PIIaZe | :mln zlsré%ixzz
in doiug it to the Ifland; and as ﬂgpc: »ﬁis et
in this, and intends thereby to a ui s Grace,
that his Majelty may always e:.&pc&t {e " lemt n
formity, 1 make as little doubt'as he does, bu
'H'h%uuio ifxixn’(;.lr'xs. he renews his Attack upon the
‘Company 1n a very eifﬂ}tial Point; A fj;};iggj
{2ys he, awhich i fmd t0 give no new, no1~ ’Ta}qid boan-
tages to this Nation, &c. By whom xfs.t _u-s jud? or
‘does he fay it himfelf, ~or report it 1om‘ : }:ﬁbd r
Pampletcer, as an Argument, pro tf”épmeeéep N
a‘ny-‘I‘ime paft? Is 1t not apparent otovcgrmra&
of common Senfe that the Brztzf(yCAj]Ze.;z& onrralt
is new? Had Britain ever ’thgt h onLt.xa t before?
And is it not as apparent that the "‘15(;1“ i
capal o ?4{’ o Spénﬁw]?ogactl(};it;n ever any
(b Ports of America, ¢ Had Brivain e
?gfh Licence before,(éor ang; t?ﬁ:gg:};sg ot;) ;; d .g;zt;;
are alike untrue. Suppo IR S A
" had gone on with their new 1a1 Sl” 3 the Offen-
] vith their annual Ships |
g;ﬁ k;’%agg;%;ez;': and the Bullion., vi:hxch {the ;g. ;S;
e e b s i s
Yen ould that have been new thel
Ol‘ﬂ*e;éi‘l)n:giggll beyond any thing we hfive had befow;
2 another Point, that I have {aid fomething up;:}
;ir;ady, and fhall {ay more before I el}d : Bll(l;lt?no ::;
Pofition is as abfurd and falfe, SS nllkl we Itlll](;;; pow
< saty with France, and allow rery
1‘?:5: ?oz{\?;;i'tva*certain Quantity of our \V;).Ql
un;vrﬁ‘)Ught, which Quantity iho;:lvd frczivgelgzta t:?e
tle more in Certz}mty-than'wha;t 1_eyfmt oy by
in fome extraordinary lucky Years to fe Cld v “); oy
their Owlers, who by this 'Ireat_y kwgu | now be
srejudic’d by a lefs open and publick. vo%v tance:
%\/ill this Parallel fit him with refﬁe& t}(;r an;om.]e ”
Or as if Spain was by T reaty 1»:‘_0‘3j ow anie one oF

bging, . o
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r Affiento, from its being in the Hands, .
| ©f the Porrugueze 5 but from his Account the Rea-~
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two Permiffion Ships cvery Year into the South Soas-

ight not particular Men in both thefe Cafles, with
cqual Reafon, tell the King of Erance, Sire,
Majefty has by thefe Treaties of. Commerce gaot no
#ews 1O real dequifitions to your Kingdom, but has
deftroyed two more valuable Trades, of which we
were long fince in Poffeffion,

and of which we have
been deprived fince thefe pew T'reaties of Commerce
have been enter’d jnro, ’

However, to fhew this to have been the Cafe
with refpe& to the S, Company’s Trade, is
the profelt Defign of our Writer’s Performance ;
and indeed, if aflering may be cal’d thewing or
proving, he has done it In many Places. Byt now

let the Reader fee the Force of T'ruth above Fal-
fhoced, ‘even out of the Mouth of this Wirnefs him-
felf. In p. 15. he has thefe Words, $ that 4 117,
Merchant, 8:c. wi)) pay as much Duty to the Crown, &c;
as the S. 8. Company, " which carries o5 4 Trade from
thence (Jamaica) for above half a Million of Mowngy
Tearly.  Let this be compared with his Quotation
out of the Britifh Mevchant, P 27. where the Private
Trade is fet but at Two or Three Hundred Thoy.
fand: Pounds per Ann. in Negroes and other Mer-
chandizes, and this the higheft it was ever fer at
inany one Year, by any body ; and is not here above
Two Hundred Thoufand Founds per Aus. from this -

Mter’s own Confeflion, of T'rade that is Hew,
and above what Famaica ever had before? And is
itpoflible a Trade for above half 3 Million per 4z,
can be carried on from any Place, without being a

your

a great Advantage to that Place? Or would any o-
i ther Politician but ours want to be rid of i,
| that without being fure of any thing in its ftead. ,
| But I come now to thofs happy Days, when'
W e

and

amaica, he owns, had fomething e, by the

as he calls ir,
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der véill‘ judge what {hare Qf it. he has left to ;h_.of&
Affiensifts.  One would think indeed from his De-

» {eriprion, that it was an Uropian Contra&, that he

had only given you for a Model of wha‘x;. .hel would
be at: He tells you, p. 19, 20. That « when the
« portuguefe had the Affiento, they dld not only buy
¢ o1} the Negroesat Famaica, but givea Pramium,
¢ 1o lefs than 25 and 30 per Cens. tor Money; and
« this was the more beneficial, be.cau(‘e any Man
¢ had the Liberty of fubferibing what Sum he
« pleafed, not under One Hundre_d_Pmmds, and-
¢ their Dividends were punctually paid everXVoyw
¢ aoe, which was made in about Six Weeks.” Here
he trkes Six Weeks for Voyages to Carthagena and

© Portobello, which bc{ore,‘accordmg to fumx were

ade in Fourteen Days. , ”

mg‘erlinii the main, 1s this really true, and may

this be hoped for again ? Does not cvery bo%ylfei

the Company already vanquifh d 2 They thf:.m e ya:,

can take no Offence at this Writer, . his Prqfacg{,“
i endeavouring to bring back fuch Halcyon Tlxﬁ;eq |
* gﬁi{e;{ere is another jumble of Truth anc'% Fall-
0od. Don Porcio, (a Caftillian, as 1 have 1_15_:3;1‘@)
but let him pafs for 2 Portungeff’, was the A/ﬁcmzﬁ:
who employ’d Don Fago Caftiglio as h’zs ‘f‘xgent | liu
SFamaica; tO CITY o‘n'the Ajﬁmto‘of Nedg.ioest,ﬁdo.
having no Stock of his own, and d_‘epc_n; 'xvgg gnf 1fe
Credit and great P{oﬁts of the Countra -t‘n;d _es“:
whereby to anfwer his Occafions, was obliged, as
1 believe, to give fuych.Premxums‘ upon 1\’/1011&3;,% 1as
this Writer aflerts; 1 Confideration whereor he
approves, you fce, their Settlements at Famaica,

nd the Private Traders pafs an A& of Grace for-

him, which he gives you in thefe Words, p. 20- i1

That it was Jo far from being a Hindrance 10 the Pri-
wate Trade, that it vather promoted ir. For what poffi-
ble Ufe or Purpofe of his own does this Writer

blab out this Story2 . | Here. ¢

Britain.
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Here firlt he proves the main Strefs of the Ar-
gument againft himfelf; The Affiento was o far
from being a Hindyrance to the Private Trade, that it
was a Benefit to it.  What need 1 have labour’d as
I have done, to prove that the Affrento Contraét
was not neceflarily the Caufe of its Ruin ?

Bat not content without fully proving the Be-
nefits of the 4ffiento then, to Brisain as well as Fa-
maica, he goeson thus: By thofe Means, {ays he, the
Settleinent of the Portuguele Faitors mufl be allowed to

have been a very grear Advantage o Jamaica. ‘Tiis,

1 fuppofe, alludes to the 25 and 30 per Cent.
Bur a few Lines after follows his regard to Great
‘ . For, fays he, under their Cover VERY confi-
derable Quantities of Britifh Manufattures were year=
ly wvended. This is {aid in Praife -of the Portu-
guefe Affiento. Now let the Reader look back but
to the former Page, and he’il find him faying the
fame Thing, as an Argument againft the Britifp
Contra&t. Though poffibly, {ays he, there might have
been a wery confiderable Private Trade carried on, which
is infiauated as baving been done by the Company’s A=
gents and in their Snows. | ' _

The Fa& now I take to be agreed between us,
that the Affiento is VERY ADVANTAGEQOUS
both to Famaica and Great Britain; and all thereal
Difterence that remains, muft lie in the Method by
which'it is carried on. 1 dare {ay this 2§ or 30 per

Cent. would make it up.  But before I examine him'

a little clofer to this Article of Account in the Por-

tuguefe Affiento, let me put him and the Reader in

mind here, that he has gone much beyond me yet
in fetting forth the Value of the 4[ffento Contra& ;
What Trade but this can afford 25 or 30 per Cent.

on Bottomree in a fix Weeks Voyage? What Trade -
but this can furnifh {uch frequent Opportunities of

vending Yearly in Spanifh Ports:in the Iudies, fuch

very confiderable Quantities of Britifh Manufattures 2

Whilft
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Whillt he himfelf tells us in the fame Page, That the

' Private Traders have been fo far from baving any Trade,

excepting for a few Provifions, that above 100,000 . Iz~
lue in Britith Manufactures lie now ar Jamaica decay-
g5 and cannos be vended ; and t_h.is appearing ot.‘hls
own fhewing, to be the Condm.on of the Privage
Trade, at a 'Time when it can neither be attributed
to the Company, ot to the Fidelity or Unfaithfulnefs

of their Servants, (both alike condemned by this

Writer) who are all removed from the Coaft.

Here perhaps the Reader may be curious of
knowing what is the real Caufe of this Obftruéion:
The Anfwer is Twotold : Firft, The Spaniards
have been in no want of Goods; Secondly, They
have been afraid of a Gallows which the Prefident
of Panamafet upin Porsobel, whillt Admiral Hofier lay
at the Baftimentos, protelting he wou’d hang the
firft Man he thou’d catch trading with the Coaft-
ers. And here it may be obferv’d, that this Trade
is not to be forced ; for tho’ it is impoffible for
them to guard their Coaft in {uch a manner as to
prevent all T'rade, yet as the great Demand is for
Inland Countries, to which there are Pafles well
guarded, it is equally impoﬁible. to carry on any
confidevable Trade, without fomething like that fort
of WWinking which this Writer fpeaks of, p. 2o0.
But whether, in his Account of it, he has taken a
proper Method to promote IZiuking, and thereby
ferve his Friends of the Private Trade, every Rea-
der wiil be able to judge. 'This {fame Winking is
Death to the Royal Officers as well as others ;5 and
this Writer has judicioufly determined in himfelf,
that the way to get the Gallows pull’d down in Poy-
tobel, is ta tell the Prefident and Royal Officers the
deferve it themfelves; and yer whilll he is publifh-
ing their Crimesand Demerits, he hopes they will
allow him and his Friends to enjoy the Sweet of
them. - And is not this a rare Private Trader 1;1
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be trufted ? Or how if this Infinuation thou’d be
falle, muft not this be placed to his Account among
his otherCalumnies? Whilft, after all the Difpofition
this Writer may fancy, or would fuggeft there is, in
the Royal Officers to Winking, all Winking that
is voluntary, and to any confiderable Purpofe, has
its Root in the Neceffities of the Spaniards, aswell
thro” want of Goods as Negroes 3 which, if grown
exceflive, from the negle&t of them by the ordi-
nary Channel of Supply, the Government muft
neceflarily relax its Authority to keep the Peo-
ple quiet; fo that if you trace Winking to its
Source, you’ll find it muit begin at Mudrid, where,

if they have a mind to be fharp-fighted, their Offi-

cers will alfo be o in the furtheft Indies:  This was
{ufficiently manifefted, both from the Succels of the
Fiench Ships many Years in the Spuzs Seas, and their
Exclufion from thence afterwards by the failure of
their Trade, not from any Force ufed to prevent
their going, but by hanging up thofe Spaiiards that
were difcovered to Trade with them ; and ro thefe
Caufes, and thefe only, are to be attributed che
Difappointments of like kind which the Private

Traders of Famaica and the Dusch have fultained.
But if we may credit this Writer’s Teltimony
on the fide of the 4ffiento, in how ftrong a light of
Advantage above this precarious Private Trade has
he fet his Portuguefe Conrra®, which, {ays he, afford-
ed a Cover for very Confiderable Quantities of Pri-
tith Manufatures to be Tearly vended? This Cover
1s fomething he points ot emphatically to his
Reader, as diftinguithing this from the other Pri-
vate Trade; and from whence, and the Anger he
has conceived againft the §. S Company’s Agents
at Famaica, for not permitting the like in the
Company’s Sloops, or ar lealt not ‘permitting
him to fhare in it, would not one be apt to con-
clude that the Affiente Trade it {elf, that is, the
' . | private
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private Part of it, was the Pery Private Trade thia
Writer has all along been extolling, in Objection
to the Contra& it felf ? ' '

And ‘this feems the mote reafonable from the
gréat Hlogiums he has beftowed on the Afffento in
the Hands of Don Yago, afterwards Sir Fames Ca=
fille, very defervedly 5 for it is Matter of Fa&,
that this was the time of Yamaica’s greatelt Pro=
{perity, owing principally to the Affiento Contra&
being fettled there; which being a conftant  em-
ploy of Seamen, in Trade properly fo called,
and a conftant Indraft of Money circulated in the
ifland, from the feveral Demands of the  Affiento;
and Supply of the Spaniards, whofe firmeft and beft
Allies we then were, when the French were our
common Enemies, aid there was a peculiar Antiz
‘pathy between thofe two Nations, every thing
confpired to its Happinefs. 'This indeed may be
call’d its Golden Age. As yet no Hurricanes, no
confiderable Earthquakes, 'no Droughts to the
laying’ Wafte whole Parifhes, had been felc in that
Ifland. ~ But who, befides this Writer, is ignorant
of the Vicifficudes to which humane Happinefs is
fubjedt, and that Man is often apt to miltake the
true Nature of it, efteeming Bleflings for Curfes and
Curfesfor Bleflings? Which is exactly his Cafeat pre-
Aent, whillt inflead of affigning the Change of Con-
dition which Famaica has undergone, to its proper

and evident Caules, and rejoycing at the 4ffiento be- )
1ng re-cflablifhied among them, as a good Omen
from whence they may hope Saturnian Days are -

again revolving to them, he makes this the very
‘Caufe of all its Misfortunes, becaufe, it has

not brought along with it 25 and 30 per Cent:

Premium upon their Voyages, top himfelf and a-
bout a Dozen more. But before T fhew him that
the prefent Affienso Contra is greatly more benefi-
cial to Famaica, as vell as to Britain, than that
o - formet
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former Contra® was, let me here examine him a
little, as to what he hasaflerted of that former.

Is it really true, what is faid, p. 20. That ANY
MAN  had the Liberty of fubfevibing what Sum he
plealed on thofe Terms, and their Demands punttually
paid? This one Fa& well proved, with any vifible
Profpect of obtaining the like again, would go near,
for ought Iknow, to overfet the §. 8 Company’s
Trade. But it muft be proved ; and here I much
doubt, Firft, Becaufe I have been converfant a=
mong the Cotemporaries of thofe Days, and ne-
ver heard of above an inconfiderable Number who
were admitted into this Bottomree Bufinefs, nor
of above One who got confiderably by it. And,
Secondly, Becaufe the poor Affientift himfelf, Don
Porcio, was ruined by it, and his Agent at Famaica,
Sir Fames Caftille, died there, halt farving, pof=
{efled of nothing but a Knighthood.

But fuppofe there had been a Dozen, {uppofe
Twenty (neither of which Numbers, 1 believe,
ever were concerned in one and the fame Voyagé)
had been admitted to the Benefit of thefe Premi-
ums ; fuppofe an equal Number were ~(:apable (_)E
being benefited in like manner now ; if this Wri-
ter was not one, would not he have ftill clamour’d,
that in the Method this Trade was carrying on,
not only the Ifland of Famaica and its Private
Trade was ruined, but the Britifp Commerce it
{elf endanger’d ? And would not the Craftfman in
like manner have given the Alarm, and fent it in-
to diffaut Parts, with his Opinion, that what was
faid was very planfible and deferved the Confideration of
Ewvery welj-wifber to his Country? And might not o~
thers, for the fame Reafons, ftand up, and with
grave and folemn Faces, tell General Affemblies that
the Managers for the Company were a Pack of
R———, about to ruin both their Trade and Na-
tion? Whether this  be a Key to underftand Cla-
‘ o : G , mour
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mour in general (with fome few Exceptions) I
leave to the more judicious Reader. But what
difference does this make upon the Ballance, to the
Prejudice or Advantage of the prefent Contract,
compared with that of the Portuguefe, with regard
to either of the whole Iflands; whillt a fhort
Cemparifon will thew, that this of zhe S. §. Com-

pauy, in the Mamer it has been exercifed, has been very

confiderably more advantageous to SYamaica, as well
as to Britain, than the Former was? ,
When the Portuguefe, {ays he, p. 13. bad the Affien-
to Contralt, they, as well as the Private Traders, bbught
all their Negyoes in Jamaica. 'This is urged by our
Weriter in Favour of the Negroe Factors againft the
Planters, who will call this a Prejudice ; {o that the
Iland won’c allow this a Benefit, becaule, {ay
they, it made Negrdes fearce and dear. Burt if it
was a Benefit, then likewife have the Company’s

“Buyings been {uch. But how many Sir Fames

Cuftille bought is not {aid : And how can a Caufe
be try’d, efpecially as to Value and Extent, from
fuch Evidence ? The Company, 1 will now tell
him, bought near Ten Thoufand Negroes in a-
bout four Years T'rade, befides about Eight Thou-
fand which they have imported ; and in this Time
their Exportations have been near Fifteen Thou-
{and : and until he fhews the contrary, he wiil al-
low me to tell my Readers, that I verily believe

thefe Negroes are double what thofe former Alfien-

tifts ever traded for in the like Compafs of Time. -

“ From hence it appears, (f.ys he, p. 20.)
“ that the Portuguefe Affienro, AND THE PRI-
“ VATE TRADERS of Yamaica, were not only
“ beneficial to the Hland, but to the Trade and Na-

‘ vigation of Great Britain. The Merchants of
¢ Londerz and Briftol furnifhing them with Negroes
€<

and Woeollen Goods, created Employment for a

¢ great Number of Fadtors, Tradefmen, Ship=
: €< i

v ¢ ping,

o
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“ ping, and Seamen; and the Money brought
¢ 1ito the Ifland being {von after remitted Home,
occafioned a Circulation here as well as there :
Whereas now every thing in that way 1S engrof-
ed and {wallowed up in that great Gulph; and
not only the Inhabicancs of Famaica, but the Bri-
tifp Merchants and Seamen are deprived of their
ufual Employment.” |

Let the Reader obferve Jow buingly this Wricer
makes the Affjento and the Private Trade jog onto-
gether in thole Days; andlet this whole Pargraph
thow their united Force, with the great Skill of our
Writer in thus embodying them : and then ler
the Craftfman vead it once again, and tell the World
what a planfible Piece of Work he has made of i.

Can a Reader have Patience whillt I ask this

€¢
111
&
&¢
L13

€¢

Writer, of what Merchants, and of whst Nation

the §. § Company have bought their Negross? in
Ships of what Country thefe, and thofe of their own
Importation, were brought into Famaica? What
Countrymen were their Factors, Tradefmen, ¢
that they or their Trade have employ’d? Where
have they bought their Woollens and other Goods?
And to what toreign Land have they remitred their
Bullion, inftead of fending it to Britain ? Is not this
an Evidence to what a Degree of Infatuation Party
Principles are capable of byafling Men of the quick-
elt Dilcernment in indifferent Martters, to find
that fuch Trafh as this can be cry’d up and recom-
mended to the perufal of all who have regard to the
Britifh Trade and Plantations? Whereas all the real
Differences between that which this Writer here
extols, and the T'rade of the §. 8. Company, is great-
ly in Advantage, and to the Preference of the lat-
ter. The S S Company’s Trade, I have partly
proved, (and till he brings any Proof, I think I
may now {et my reafonable Belief againft his Affer-

tion) has been of twice the Extent that ever the

G 2  Portu-
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Portuguefe Affiento was 5 and from this Writer’s own
Teftimony, near doubie (in this one Branch of it
alone) to what the Private Trade ever was’; and
being fuch, mult neceflarily employ in Britain and
Hamaica near double the Number of Fators and
"{'radefmen, to what either of them have ever done.
But what Temptation had he to mention Remittan-
ces Home, asan Advantage on the Portuguefe Affients’s
Side? Was nothing remitted to Don Porcio the 4f-
frentift 2 Or was it a greater Advantage to Britain
" that the King of Spain’s Duties, if no more, and
no doubt fome Profits were expe&ed, and fome-
thing was remitted as {uch, (however they fail-
i afterwards) fhould be returned in Bullion to
Srain or Portugal 2 Mor will it be a Salvo to {ay this
pals’d through the Britifb Dominions, and {o might
be returned in Goods. This indeed is our Cafe
now, but on theirs it would be begging the Que-
ftion; whereas I may more reafonably fuppofe, the
Returns of fo much, at leaft, were made in the Gal-
leons, by the Way of Spain. Under all Suppofitions
~ here can be no Preference given to the Portuguefe
Affiento in Remittances, becaufe it is certain all are
nade to Britain now ; nor, had it not been for the
Twenty Five and Thirty per Cent. which was Par-
ticular not National, can any Preference be given
to the AfffentifFhimfelf: unlefs his being a Foreigner,
and employing’ foreign Fa&ors on the Coaft, and:
{ometimes Spanifh Shipping and Spanifh Seamen, be
fuch in the Efteem of this Writer, according to his
general Pofition, shat it &5 better ayy Nation had it
than Btitain, p. 3, ‘ ' -
- Nor is there any thing in the next Paragraph,
where he fays, that the S. S. Company furnifh the
Spamiards with the beft Negroes, and our own Colouies
with the worft, that gives'any Preference to the Por-
ﬁzg{fe_fe A/jz:eﬁto, or the Private Traders, above the
&ritifly Affiento ; Nor has Famaica wanted- GOOD;

&
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'THE BEST NEGROES, inthe Method the Affi-
ento Comtract has been carvied on by the S. S. Company.
Take this Writer’s Word for 1t in another Place,
and all the Danger is of their becoming fo very cheap as
to ruin the Mevchauts who fell them : But the Craft/man
indeed has made a proper Ufe of this general Af-
{ertion, by fending it zo his Readers in diftant Parts
who know nothing of thefe Affairs, and therefore on his

Recommendation mayunjuftly conceive{ome Odium

thereby to the Trade of the S. S. Company.

In the next Paragraph, p. 21. Lis likewile neceflary
10 obferve, {ays he, that the Trade for Negroes before it
was in the Hands of the S.S. Company was chiefly to
Portobel and Carthagena, from whence they weve fent
by the Spaniards to Iuland Countries, viz. Lima, Ov.
Would not any Reader be apt to conclude from
hence that it was otherwife now ? Or isthis an artful
Way of publithing Falfhoods? Jult in the fame
Manner has the Trade been, fince the §. S. Com-
pany have had the 4ffienso ; only.I will fhow it more
particularly, by telling him, and undeceiving
his Readers, that for ONE Negroe {ent by the
S. . Company to any, I believe I may fay to
all other Places put together, TEN have been
fent to Carthagena and Portobel. But in the reft
of this Paragraph, and what follows, p. 22. he
further explains himfelf, and yet thercby, in-
ftead of clearing the Matter, further embroils it,
and mifguides his Reader ;" He tells you, that
they are encreafing their Sugar Works at Havana
and St. Fago. Who can help it? Since if the 4/~
fiento do not {upply them, the Private Traders, he him-
felf tells you, have and will. This is part of the wery
Trade he is contending for, and yet fhews you the
ill Confequences of it ; whereas no other Aniwer
need be given, nor any other Remedy in Nature
can be found to this, than by keeping up the Price
of Negroes to the Spaniards, which is the Practice of

the

- TR |

i 0

AT

SR L




(54)

the Affiento, and with-holding them from them at
low Prices, which it is the Pratice of the Private
Traders to furnifh them at; and indeed this is {o
firong an Argument in favour of the Company’s
Trade, that no more need be faid to {hew the Pre-
ference which ought to be given to it, with regard
to the Byitifh Plantations themfelves, above the o-
ther.

- But after having {poke of the Private Trade to
the South Cays, he goes on thus, p. 22. Suppofing.
shey (the Private Traders) had aitually traded (1o
Cuba) for an equal Number of Negroes, it cou’d nor pof-
Sibly be attended with the [ame bad Confequences, becanfe
the Spaniards cannot export thofe Commodities themfelves
Jor want of Nuvigation and Seamen, &c. ‘

In about Ten Lines of this Page here is a String
of about as many falfe Infinuations or Affertions ;
1ft, The Private Trade to the South Cays has con-
ftantly {ubfifted, which is here infinuated to have
been /oft with the reft; there’sQOne. 2dly, He leaves
his Readers to fuppofe the Trade of Negroes to the

South Cays to be different from that of Havana and
St. Fugo, and the Negrees furnifh’d to the former em-
ployed to other Purpsfes ; whereas the South Cays is
but a Back Door toHavana and St. Fago; there’s T'wo.

3dly, Bur the Spaniards caumor export theiv Commo=

dities theimfelves for want of Navisation and Seamer.

Would any cnc have cxpected this {o foon after the

the Sailing of the Flotilla? I can inform him they.

feldom or never want Navigation or Seamen there;
whereas the Company’s Snows have more often
wanted Frieght and returned empty; there’s Three.
4thly, Itishere infinuated as if the Company traded
10 Havana and St Fago for Goods only; whereas

the Faltors are ordered to fell the Company’s Slaves
for Money, and never to take Goods but in cafe

of Neceffity; there’s Four. sthly, Buz o other VelJels

fayshe, are admitted ipto their Ports except the Veflels.
=, belong-
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belonging to the South Sea Company; which carries an
Infinvation that none of the Produ& of Cula can
be carry’d away but out of their Ports, which is
otherwife i fact; there’s Five., 6thly, Aud confequen-
by, lays he, Itis impraclicable for any other Traders to
take thofe Commodities off their Hands when they ave made :
Whereas in fact more Veflels of the Private Tra-
ders have been freighted at the South Cays, as well
tor Famaica as Europe, with fome of the Commodities
of Cuba, during this laft opening of the Affiento,
(and whillt all Private Trade, as cthis Writer would

mfinuate, has been loft) than have been freighted

with Goods at Havana and St. Fago by the S. S.
Company ; there’s Six. But I will fuppofe him to have
meant to {peak only of fome Commodities, as Sugar,
to which he has not confin’d his Words : This won’t
help his Argument againft the S. S. Company, be-
caufe, as 1 have faid, the Spaniards are in no want of
Navigation and Seamen from Havana to Europe, nor
from St. Fago to Carthagena, and other Ports of the
Spanifb Indies, which take off all or near all the Su-
gars made at this latter.

~And after all this,in the next Paragraph, He muf
own, he {ays, that it is the Iutereft of Great Britain
10 be Carriers for other Countries, even of fuch Commodi-
ties as we make in our oun Plantations, provided we cain-
not difcourage their being made. What the Difcourage-
ment is that he would have, I cannot tell; but
this I know, that the making Sugars at St. Fago
has been difcouraged by the Company’s having a

-Factory there, and refufing to let them have Ne-

groes at the Prices they ufed to buy them at the
South Cays; and what other Difcouragement can
there be, but making their Negroes dear to them 2
Did the Private Traders ufe to ftipulate with the
Spaniards, what they fhould do with the Negroes
when they had bought them, and what not ? or
can any Body think this practicable? or that fuch

as
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| (56) |
as will give Two Hundred and Fifty or Three
Hundred Pieces of Eight per Head will go with-
out them, and other Places have Plenty at one half
or one third of the Price ? Is it not a Demonftration
that thofe who will furnifh two or three Negroes
for thofe Three Hundred Pieces of Eight, and take
Payment in Goods too, are the real and greateft
Encouragers of thofe Settlements which this Writer
would impute to the S. . Company, and the very
Perfons who fet .their Neighbours upon a Level
with the Britifb Colonies in manufalturing Sugar;

and all other Plantation-produce ? = L
But now follows his Expedient to prevent
thofe Improvements. How far it may therefore be

reafonable, {ays he, p. 23. to reitrain the” Compa-

ny, and others, in the Number of INegroes which they

export to fome particular Places — 1 have already com-

mended this Paffage for the {ake .of the Words"

AND OTHERS, which carried the Appearance
of Impartiality ; but he ought to have fhewn how
this is to be done, or elfe it may be fufpeéted that
he would have only the FORE-DOORS fhut

and the BACK-DOORS left open, which will
certainly ‘encreafe the Evil ; and fuppofe it was’

practicable to fhut both, and that Negroes as well
by-the Company as Private Traders were to be re=
firained as to their Sale and Delivery to Carthagena,
could not the “Spaniards themfelves carry them af-
terwards where they pleafed? D |

- I will iow tell him one Advantage that he has

overlook’d, which the Portuguefe Affiento, and the

Private Traders of thofe Days, really had over the

Britifb Affiento Company, to wit, that their Negroes.

were not made liable to the Duties of which the
S. S. Company have complained, This Writer
‘himfelf informs the Duke of Newcafile, that this
Duty was firlt raifed above 20 Years fince, DURING
THE AR WITH FRANCE and SPAIN, p. 6.

Now

~

- (57)
AR T e e et
WITH FRANCE and SDAING therefores
il ‘ “oand N 1elcforts, ;'f the
Faits alledged by this Writer, a Precaution 1 tak
here in Imication of the Crafifman, may be‘d&pon‘d:s
7poi Jor true, T may prefume 1 think to fay t]e;thzr
the Portuguefe Affiento, nor the privase Tnm’ér_:ofthoié

Days, paid the Duties: And then his humble Reqe

folmug with His Grace will be of this kind ; ‘That
wiereas 1t had not been th ought good - Policy to

would, have removed the Alficnto to fome other
Pigce, Spanifb, French, or Durch ; yet a Britifh Com-
pany having now the Affiento, w ho cannot leave a Byie
¢ifb Ifland vaftly more commodious for them thazn
any other, it has been therefore thousht good Poli-
cy to double the Duties very near, fince their Efte-
blifhment;-and if that fhall nor be thought fuffici-
enty as he feems to hint in p- 23. It may be mended,
{ays he, by 4 beavier Duty on the Exportation, by any
Juture Law. No doubt but His Grace, it he rgzads ity |
will fee the Force of his Argument’. :
l Buc to fay more of the Preference that cueht to-
be rglven to the Britifp Alfiento Contralt, eithc? with
elpeQ to Britain or Yamaica,above any former Afji-
ento,and above the piivate Trade, would be to reéé';t
what has been already faid throughout thefe 'Ré-
marks; wherein I have taken no Notice of that
profitable Brach of the Affiento to Buenos - Avyres
and {aid lltﬂe of the Aunual Ship, being th}'ms,
gu; of_my Province, but which are not 'onl)tz’ e.quafljy
elerving each a particular Confideration, bur muft
firike the Reader at once with {ufficient ‘Prooﬁ

after what has been {aid, that thofe are notonly

NEW, but fo much Additional T; vl ;
tain cver had betor. i 10@(1 T (ade to W.m Bri=
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~ And now, leaving the deteftable Vice of Calumny,
as [3:3 greateft Enégmy to all Moral and Chriftian
Vertues, to be lafh’d by Divines as it deferves; -
and ] pafing our Writer as many Blpnders as 1 hzwe
hdted, and among them, I aflure him, fome fevere
Reflections on the Maxims and (.:ond‘u&. of the
1and of Samaica to itsown Prejudice, which now
ftand publifhed by him, w1thoqt being refuted,
but which I will pafs in filence, in hopes all others
befides Themfelves may overlook them ; with a few
géneral Remarks I will haften to a Conclufion. - ,
1. 'The Reader muft have obferved, that \_t'h¢0.
our Writer’s Grievances are many, ‘the private
Trade of Famaica ruin’d, the Plantation-Intereft
endangered, ‘the Britifb Commerce and Navigation
threatned, &c. to all his Re‘medy'lsbpt one, De-
Ienda eft Carthago : But did this extinguith the Dxf-»
{entions of Rome, or fave her Citizens? :
2. If it be true, as from the Evidence on both
fides now feems pretty plain, that Britain is in pof-
{effion of a Contra&, whereby Six Hundred an‘d
“Fifty Spanifh. Ton (meafuring greatly more than
Englifp Tonnage) of Britifp. Manufactures have
Right to a yearly Entrance into the Spanifh Ports
in the Iudies, befides the Sale of Fwelve Hundred
Negroes yearly at Buenos Ayres, and a better-Trad.e
from Famaica, exceeding it, according to our Wri-

ter’s Computation, above 200000 /. per 4un. Value

to the Company’s Share only, more than that Ifland
ever had before ; and befides what he infinuates is
to be got by winking: 1f this, 1 fay, be the Cale,
or abating one half of our Writer’s Valuation of
this laft Branch of it; Whence all the Clamour that
is raifed againft it at prefent?. Or is t»hls‘cont.mved
by our Enemies, in order to deprive us of it, or
to barter it for fomething of much leffer Value 2
3. And from whence the Odium that is endea-
vour’d to be raifed againft the Managers of this

Trade;

(s9)
Trade? Let it be ferioufly and impartially con-
fidered, if the very Clamours themfelves, by bal-
lancing one another, do not rather juftify than

condemn the Dire&ion of it. The Company have

a fort of Monopoly in Trade, which yet is different
from the Nature of all other Monopolies 5 their Mo~
nopoly is in Spain, not in Britain ; a Monopoly there
10 Negroes only, not in Goods; a Monopoly a-fhore
and not at Sez.  Let their Trade be compar’d with
that of the Eaft Tudia Company, and thefé Diffe-
rences will evidently appear ; and yet fome Men,

no Enemies to NMonopolies, confidering this as'fuch,
rall at the Managers for not aing as if it were, -

which is not in their Power: Others again, hating
all Monopolies, and miftaking this for fuch, load
this Trade, as well as the Managers, with all the
‘Odium which is due to the #t: And a third
fort, {uch as our * Writer, tho’ knowing it to be
neither a Monopoly nor fo executed ; yet being Ene-
mies, they know not why, to all Companies alike,
mix indifterently with the former two, and make
more Noile than both : whilft all this while the
Managers themfelves, by a prudent middle Courfe,
doing all the juft Service in their Power to their
Proprietors, and molefting no other Britith Traders,

undergo Cenfure from A4/, and deferve it from

none.

4- Upon this State of the Cafe, whether it be not
worthy of every Man who hath any regard for the Bri-
tith Trade, Navigation, Manufattures and Planta- )
tions, whom the Crafifman calls upon, laying afide
Party Prejudices, inftead of following him, to unite
in the Defence of this Trade, and of the Privileges
thereof, in which, as well the Honour as the In-

* In bis Preface, be throws ome Stome at the Eaft India Com-

pany, tho' it was wet in bis Way, and in his Book amother at the
African Company, the' afleep. .
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terelt of the Kingdom is now concern’d, and to
give His moft Excellent Majefty and his Minifters all
offible Affiftance, in order to the obtaining Plenary
Satisfaction for the Iufraitions of the Affiento I'reaty,
and fome more folid Security againit the like again,
T leave to a truly Britifh Parliament to determine.
s. And as to Famaica, of whofe Importance no
Body, that I know, is ignorant, or lefs inclined

than our Writer to its f{upport, their Intereflts.

will alfo, no doubt, as often as.they need, be the

Care of the Britifp Parliament; and in the mean

time, if I may be worthy of throwing my Mite in-

to their Service on this Occafion, ler them accept

in good Part this Advice, that fome wife and ju-
dicious Man be legally authorized to tranfa&t the
Affairs of fo important an Ifland, and no other
{uffered prefumptuoufly to make ufe of the Name
and Weight of a whole Society for particular Ends,
thereby {poiling their publick Concerns by his own
Weaknefles, Prejudice, and Paffions ; and for the
Matter of private Trade, let thefe look upon the
Dutch, and imitate their Patience and Induftry,
waiting all Opportunities of enjoying as much as
they can, without any Noife or Scribling about It.
How far furtler this Advice might be extended, 1 fhall
not prefume to fay ; but applying it to’my felf, tell
the Reader, that if he will forgive me this once, if
ever he catches me at {eribling again on a lefs Pro-
vocation, I will be content, for my Punifhment, to
be tranfported.

~ put the better half of the foregoing Remarks toge-

(61)
The Conclufion, by %w@z of
- Apology. |

" Believe I need make no Apology for publith-
ing my own Juflification. This has been as
unavoidable, as the Foundation of the Injury

which has been done me. I was o voluntary Soi-
licitor in this Matter; but was cal’d upon by the
Company that I had ferved, to give Teflimony in
Matcers in which I had been employed. This
Writer therefore has been the Aggreflor. |
But here, if it fliould be abjeéied to me in my
Turp, that I have treated him wich equal, or with
more Afperity: S -
To this, Firlt, I defire the Reader to ask him-
{elf the Queftion, how far the Imputation of a Fal-
fhood will move him, and Lhow he would treat
the Author of it: Next, Ifay, in anfwer, that I

have treated no Body in' like Manner, not only .

becaule the Piece which I expofe is Anonymous';
but becaufe I fix my Remarks, which concern his
Reputation, upon plain Words, as they are writ-
ten, and as they appear to me to import, and not
upon Fadts taken upon my own Memory or Hear-
{ay from others. '

However, What need I have gone further than
my own Jultification, or have concerned my felf
with the Affairs of the Company, with Famaica,
its Trade, &, ?

To this I anfwer, That when firft I took Pen in
Hand, I defigned no more, nor had determined
the Method ; but in doing this, other Thoughts
naturally occurr’d, and for Amufement and a Tryal,
without any fix’d Purpofe of going further, I had

ther
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ther before I faw the Crafifiman, whofe Recommen-
dation of this Piece to all "his Readers, I confefs,
nettled me a good deal, to find my felf fet forth
into the World under fuch Colours, and made me
refolve not oty to publith my own Innocence, but
to expole the Fallacy of a Piece that was now made
current ameng a Party for its extraordinary Value ;
and at the {ame time, common Juftice and Grati-
tude engaged me in the bearing my jufk Teftimony

in the Aftairs of a Company which I have had the -
Honour to ferve 5 and if the Neceffity of making

good my own Arguments, has led me into any Mat-
ter or Expreflions which any Body of Men may
think hurtful to them, the Calumniator ought
;f) anfwer for it, who put me under {uch Necef-
fiey. ' |
But this again may be faid to be ill-judged, be-
caufe it can be of no ufe to the Company what is
{aid by a Servant and Dependant of their own; no
doubt but {uch People as they pay, will praife the
Bridge they pafs over. | B
To remove this Obje&ion, and fhew that my Sen-
timents or my Condué have not been influenced by
this Circumaftance, I am obliged to tell the Reader
that I had the fame, and had not wanted Opportu-

nities of difcovering them in a * publick Capacity
10 Famaica long before I had any Thoughts of ever \

being in theService of the S..5. Company; to which
I became partly induc’d, (it wou’d be too much
Vanity to fay invited) by the Favour and Friend-
fhip ot a Gentleman, whofe peculiar Affability and
Courtefy, and whofe happy Talent -at mixing the
Freedoms of a Friend with the juft Authority of the
Patron and the Mafter, alters the very Nature of
Servitude and Dependance, and turns it into Plea-

¥ The Author was feveral Tears of the Council in Jamaica, -
| fure

| (63)

fure and an Ambition to deferve. In Imitation of
him, and his Aflociates, I have laboured in the Vine-
yard with all my Might, and tho’ all our Fruits, as
with a blaft from Heaven are blighted, like them, I
have held faft my Integrity, which I will not let £0;
and therefore can with them tell the Craftfinan, or
any Man elfe, that I am aslittle dependant:in this
Senfe, and aslittle capable of proftituting myfelf, or
Fruth, to ferve ahy Company or Government what=
foever'as he to pull them down, SRR

But ftill it may be urged, that People thou’d try
and know their own Forceand Capacities, and not at-
tempt Matters above their reach, & invitd Minervé :
That this I have pretended to charge the Calumnia~

tor with, and yet I run myfelf inco the fame Error:

" 'This indeed is more difficult to an{wer than’ ail
the reft, and therefore here I will fairly confefs, ‘I

have wanted my Mate Mr. Pratter, more than every

whofe Affiftance had I had, I thou’d have acquitted
myfelf as much more to my own. Satisfa&ion, as I
fhou’d have done to all theirs who are defirous of
perfectly underftanding the Trade in queftion; and
here my Reader will, I hope, excufe my adding,
in as much as Mr. Pratter-is calumniated with me in
{fome Parts of #his Writer’s Performance, what I can
belt do without his: Affiftance ; that 15, to tell him
that he is:a Gentleman of a large Fortunein%amaica,
and therefore a very unfit Tool to be made ufe of
againft its Interefts, and that an honefter Man, and
more faithful and abler Servant lives not, than the
Company haye in him ; and that had they all {uch,
without excluding all the reft; but whom I have
no right or any proper Occafion to diftinguifh, I
wou’d take upon me to fay that the Negroe Trade
alone wou'd be a very profitable one to . the Com-
pany, as well as to the Nation.
But that I have gone farther ftill, and have
drop’d fomething th:t looks like a more than or-
| + dinary
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dinary defire of Peace, and theteby expofed myfelf
unneceflarily to be refleGted upon as an Anglo-Spa-
uiard, and perhaps a Betrayer of Gibraltar.

1 amdwer ; hat Brivon is not concerned in this 2
And who wifhes not for Peace 2 Which, it not to be
had by Treaty, may be foon had by Arms, proz—

vided our own Difcords encourage not our Ene-

mies. As theretore every Man may, atlealt, dire&
h13~own_.W1{’hes~,; mine 1S, that the Parliament may
be unanimous, in advifing his Majelty to accept

"Ferms of Peace, if they are honourable ; but if

fuch cannot be had, ‘that their vigorous Refolutions
may rekindle Britifh Courage, and revive the Glory
of their' Arms under the Conduét of our moft valo-
rous Prince ; a Prince, who having once drawn his
Sword, will difdain to yield a TO#N, a ?SHIP;‘

or a MINISTER, to anj Foreign Prince or Princes.

upon -Earth,
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APPENDIX

HE following REASONS, &c. were delivered
to his Grace the late Duke of Portland, Go-
vernour of Famaica, and to the feveral Mem-

, bers of the Council and Aflembly, ac'the fame

Time that the Agents for the §. §. Company prefeated to

- them re{pectively their Petitions, in the Name of the

Company, praying Relief from the Duties impofed on
their Slaves, by the A&s of that Ifland ; which Perition,
as Matter of Form, is here omitted. -

REASONS bumbly offer'd to prove that

it is the Interefl of the Ifland of Jamaica
to Ewncourage the Royal Britith Afliento
Company 2o continue their Settlement
among [ them, by exempting their Negroes
re-exported on the Afliento Aeconnt from
all Duties; S '

With fime Objecions anfivered,

‘fhould refelve to {apply the whole Affienzo (Buernos
- Ayres excepted) from Famaica, and their {everal
Faories and Agents in the Spanifh Weft. Indies can find
Means to vend their whole Number contracted for, as it's
hoped they may,. they will then wanr at leaft Five Thou.

1. EF‘ the Court of Dire@ors of the South Sea Company

fand Negroes to enable them to perform the fame; and as

the Spaniards are particularly nice and difficalt in the Ne-
groes furniflied by the d/fiento, rejedling all fuch as have
the leaft Blemifh or Defect, or are of a yellowith Caft,
tho’as good and ferviceable asthe beft, in order to be fur-

- nifhed with Five Thoufand fuch Negroes as will {atisfy the

Affiento, it will require an Imporration into this Ifland of

about Ten Thoufand per Annum, which will employThirty -

Sail of Ships in the firft Imbarkation.
C ' I 2. The
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der'd very Plenty in the Ifland

(66 )

2. The Freight ufually paid here to the

Mariners of fuch Ships,'an% which is for :h?gffé ;::i
all expended and laid out by them in Wages, Neceflaries
and Repairs, or in the Purchafe of the Growth and Pro.
duce of the Country, is known to amount to about 1000 I,
each Ship, which makes an Article of 30,000 L. per A,
expended in the Ifland ; and if the Importers of thofe Ne.
groes fhould come to fee their own Interet in payiug a
greater ;Proportlon, or the Whole of their Freight here
(which it wonld perhaps be their Intereft to do) double
the above Sum ‘might be here expended and laid our b

thefe Ships ; nor are fo many Ships coming. annually for

Freight of lefs Advantage to the Planters as well as Mer-

chans, it being a known Maxim, Thar Plenty of Shivpim
axd cbc:ap Freight makes the Prodyce of any Cau:trf ﬁd%ﬁj’fg
3. The Tran{porration of Five Thoufand Negroes from
hence to the feveral Ports in the Spanifb Weft. Indies, will
ewploy at leaft Six good Snows or Sloops, and ar leaft
TWO HUNDRED MEN conftantly in  Pay ; which
one way or other would occafion a further Expence of
abour 12,000 L. per dnnum in the Ifland, and be (o much
clear Gain to it: At prefent the Company have four Vef.
fels, which employ near One Hundred “and Fifty Men
moft of whom are now Inhabitants of the Ifland ; and it is’
fubmitted, if this is not now the greateft Encouragement
to Home-Navigation that is lefr to it -
4. 1t is notorious that when but Patt of the 4/
fertled here before the laft War, ‘Money waéecgeﬁrzgﬁ;o X"Zfls-
tho’ the privar IL
Trade was then in a manner Joft) zgn'd whenlj b; ieﬁ?gg ‘{)};
the grear Duties which were impoled on the Company’s
Negroes, the Afiento was removed wholly to Barbadoes
about the Year 1717, Money here immediarely began to
grow fcarce, and every body knows it grew fcarcer and
fcarcer till the Ifland was almof drained of all its Current
Calh; whereas the prefent Court of Dire&ors, by reftoring
the Affiento to this Ifland, have already reftored a fmall
Carrency of 'Money 1o it again, (and which muf be
owned by évery obferving Man to have been perceived

" and felr, before they were fenfible of any Advantage 1o

the Ifland from the Private Trade) and if the Affiento con-
tinues, 1t 1s not to be doubred bur his Ifland will haye as
greata Plenty of Money asever,

(67) |
5. Plenty of Negroes and Provifions are likewife a
certain good Confequence to whatever Place the Affis
ento is eftablifh’d ar, and Plenty has always been al-
lowed to introduce Cheapnefs of all forts of Commo-
dities, SRR
6. In Propottion to the above Advantages reap’d from
the 4ffiento by their Sertlem'ent here, it is ‘obvious, that
by their Eftablilhment in any of the Windward Iflands,
not only the above Advantages would be loft to this
Ifland, "but by the others Gain the Reverfe of all this
would thereby happen to us ; Ships, Negroes, Provifions
and Money, would become Plenty to Windward as
has been once found already by Experience ; and we
fhould rot only have the Refufe of the 4ffiento Come
paoy, but of the Windward Iflands too, in thefe Par-
ticulars ; becaufe, if the Affiento in Whole or in Parc
were fettled to Windward, no Negtaoes or Provifion Ships

would come hither without firft calling there; andasa ‘

Windward Ifland would have all the Advantage from
Two Markets by being firft, fo Famaica has the greater
Advantage in having but One, becaufe what Ships come
hither muft fell here. -

7. The Court of Diredtors have ftill the Trade to the
Windward Coaft, and to Porte Rico, St. Domingo, e,
under their Confideration, and have not yet determined
whether they will fertle Fa&ories there, or impower any
of their Agents to grant Licenfes thither, or from whence
they will direct that Tradé to be carried on; on which
occafion it may be worth obferving, that tho’ ‘that
Coaft and thofe Iflands will not take off many Negroes, -
yer, if the Court would allow Licenfes to be granted
thither, as many Veflels and Mariners were imployed fors
merly in that Trade alone from Barbadoes, as are compu-
ted here for all the other Parts of the 4ffiento, and would
probably be o again, by reafon of the few Negroes
proper to be thither fent at a Time, .

8. If the Windward Trade were put under the Di-

. rection of the Company’s Agents for Famaica, a farther

Advantage will arife to it, by rendering Cocoa and Mules
cheap, and making it almoft the fole Marr for Export of
all Sorts of Provifions and Liquors to the Spanifb Weft-

Indies.

1 " For
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 For thefe Reafons it is humbly conceived to be the
~ undoubted Intereft of Famaica to encourage the
Company not only to continue their Sertlement
bhere, but if they can, to fix the whole Affiento
~with them; which, how proper the Méans are,
by exempting their Slaves from Duties from which
- other Iflands are ready to exempt them, and how
favourable this Opportunity is to culsivate the good
- Difpofision. -of the Court. of Diretors towards
them, and how reafonable for them to expect it,

is humbly fubmitred, - = -~ . ‘

Seme OB jE CTIO NS Lwlyz'cbbzzrz‘;e been
made to the Advantages alledg’d to arife

. 20 the Ifland of Jamaica from the Afliento
. being eflablifoed therein, anfwered.

Objedt. 1. ] T bas been ﬁzzd thar tJJé, Company by buying

A - Negrees render-them dear to' the Planters.
Anfw. The Affiento Company muft certainly {upply them-
felves one of "thefe Three Ways's either by trading them-
{elves to Guinea, or by contracting ‘with others, or by
buying atthe Marker, -~ . . ‘
I they Trade themfelves to Guines, this ‘Objetion
vanifhes out of Sight, for fure they may do what they will
with their own Negroes; they are known to be defign’d
“for the Coaft, and therefore cantiot difcourage other Tra-
ders from coming to fapply the Planters ; and every Port
where they ‘touch in their Way are obliged to them for
fo much as they fpend there ; and if they leave any Ac-
cidental Negroes behind them, {ure" that cannot’ render
others dearer, SRR BT - '

If they contradk for Negroes, it is as difficult to fee

how the Planters can be prejudicd, or Negroes render’d
. dearer to them this Way. The Rayal- African- Company,
fince the Contra@® with the Affienso Company, have im-
- ported above Four Thoufand Fwo Hundred Negroes, out
of which they have deliver'd 1o the Agents of the 4ffi-
ento. Company but littlé above One. Thoufand Nine Hun-
dred, fo that there has been in One Year above
Two Thoufand Three Hundred Negroes difpofed of in

the Iand by the Africen Company; which is much
~ , more
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more than double what have been imported by that
Company. per Amnum for {everal Years paft, and which
has now been owing to the 4ffiento Company. How
this extraordinary Supply can poiibly be fuppos'd to have
render’d Negroes dearer to the Planters, is not ealy o
difcern, _ .

Much the fame Obfervarion may be made in refpeck
to their buying ar Marker ; the privare Gusnea Traders
relying  that the Affiento would have a further Demand
for Slaves over and above what the African Company
had contracted for, fitred out more Ships than ufual,
and fent them hither 5 Out of thefe the Affiento Agents
have, it's true, bought many Slaves, but they have left
more to be {old to the Planters, amongft which feveral
whole Ships have been untouch’d by them ; and how
this can be conftrued to: render Negroes dearer to them
is equaliy unintelligible, ~ : . : . )

Bur as difficult as it will be found to fuppost this Ob-
jection, it feems plain from hence, That if the Slaves re=
exported by the Affiente Company to the Spanifh iWeft In-
dies were exempted from any Duties, this Iland vgouid
ftill be oblig'd to them for the Duties which are paid on
Negroes imported by their Meauns, tho’ difpofed of in the
Ifland ; which is another Advantage the Ifland receives
from them, and appears by the Number of {uch to be no
inconfiderable one. The only true way of trying this
Objedtion feerms to be this ;. Famaica has onice before had
the Affiento. fertled amongflt rhem, till by laying Duties
on the Company’s Slaves, it was firft removed in Pasr,
and afrerwards wholly to Berbadoes : Were Negroes more
plentiful or cheaper at Famaica, when the 4ffiento was at
Barbadoes, or whilft it has been here 2 The Anfwer will
utterly remave this Objection. .

Object. 2. Bur it hes ‘been [aid, If they be not dearer,
the Planter is, however, fupplicd with worfe Negroes, becanfe
the Company have their Chojce. ' ’

Anfw. In relpe@ of whar the Company leaves of Ne-
groes imported by themf{zlves, or of whag they contract
far, this Objection neither can have any Weight, becaufe

- what they leave are fo many accidenrtal or fupernumerary

Negroes, which are brought ro the Hland by their Means,
and which otherwife would not be brought to'ic: And as
t what they buy at Market, ir feems hard 1o deny thofe
‘ ‘ Buyers

P e P T
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Bayers only the Privilege of alf Markets, by whofe Encou-
ragement moft of thole very Sellers are induced to come,

and who fill leave more Choice to the Planters than they
would otherwile have without thar Encouragement,
- Norindeed is this Objection Juft with refpet o very
many of the Negroes which the Agents of the Affiento.
Company refufe ; which being of a yellowifh Cait, or
wanting a Joint of a Finger, Toe or Tooth, or fuch like
{mall Defects or Blemifhes, are not a Jot the worfe to the
Planters, tho' they certainly, by being called Refufe, do
come the cheaper to them. . ' o
Obje&t. 3. It bas been Sfermerly faid there was Danger of
the Afliento Company’s uniting with the African to obtain

an exclufive Trade to Africa, which raifed fome. Prejudice a-

gainft the Afliento Company. ‘ :
Anfw. It is conceived Time and Experience has pretty
well worn out this Obje@ion ; but if any {uch Sufpicion

remains, it may be confidered that if this Suggeftion had .

any Foundation, and the laying of Duries on the Affiento
Company’s  Negroes, and thereby driving them from
Feamaica, would prevent this {fuppofed Evil, there would
be fome Colonr for this way of arguing ; bur if this

would rather tend to effet than prevent it, then even =

this becomes an Argument for encauraging the Com-

~ pany in the Meafures they have hitherto carried on

their Trade, which will be the fureft and beft Merhpd
to keep them from endeavouring after vew and prejudicial
Meafures to the Colonies, in order to relieve themfelves.

Objet: 4. It bas been urged, that the Afliento- Com.

pany has ruined the private Trade of this Ifland to the

Spanith Coaf?, and confequently has been a greater ‘Prejudice
than Guain to ir. o

Anfw. If this be meanrt of the Affiento, and{he‘Queﬂioq
was, Whether the Ifland of Famaica or a Britifbh Com-
pany eftablifi’™d by A& of Parliament ﬂmuld. have it,
or if driving that Company from Famaica, by impofing

large Duties on their Slaves, would leave the Benefir -

of ‘the Affiento wholly to Famaica, there might be fome
Reafon for raifing this Objection ; tho’ were it true,
Famaica would @il be the worfe for ‘making ufe of ir,
unlels it had Power to fupport irs and in the: mean
time it feems but common Prudence in- anv Saciery,
not to reject the Good they may have, becaufe they
cannot have more, or all they would wifh. Buc

“tage for fome Years, during ‘the Wa

(71)

Bat in Truth this is wholly a Miftake, and the 4775,
Company, for all the Benefit they do rhe Ifland of I [Jiento

- GOODS UPON THE COAST, THAL DURING

WHOLE TIME OF THE SUSPENSION G THE

ASSIENTO, and near as many Negroes at Porrole/ as -
Company bave done 2 And Jf chs Gopenl 0L 8 the

Fg&oys;. have not etxdeavdured, or be
thfs, 1s 1t not rather a Banter than an Argument for any
Diflike thereby 1o the Company, who trade bur in-Com.
mon with others, and are ar leaft twice
Itland as all the orher Traders pur together »

But that none may be carried away wi

of the Lofs or Decline of the Spanifb T
1t feems neceflary, for the Satisfaction of fuch o
back fome Years, when we fhall plainly dj  the
Caufes thereof. ~

As this Trade was carried on in Slog

Degree the Caufe

i r of Queen die,
& muft be acknowledg'd, -to our Mis Queen e

Commxﬁioqs then granted ro Privareers, were made ufe
of on Board Canoes and other {mall Boas,

by thofe Means, but thejy Goods bought our of [
and a Third Time; which was ar len th {ulpe@e

the Spaniards to have been done in‘?Concg_ert' witli?zegé(’i"ﬂz{
ding Sloops, and this gave the firft Check ¢
which was foon followed by ‘a much grea
wit, the taking of the Chagree Flect by
Colbey 5 which, tho’ ip was juftifiable in p
Time of War, and he had 2 Commiffion for whar he
did, yer, as it was done in an Interconsfe of T k
near the Shore, ir gave a faral Stroke to the Trade of Fa-
maica, by ruining many of their Friends among the Spa-

Capr. Thomas

the Benefir ¢o this-

rade from hence,

ps rdgrea: Advan- ,

fortune, that feveral

» and rétaken g Second
o our Trade ;
ter Blow, o -
Im as it was

Trade, and
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nifb Traders, and deftroying all Confidence between
them ; and which was judged of fo ill Confequence to
thisTrade, then encourag'd by the Britifb Parliament,
that an A& foon after pafs'd there, prohibiting any Eng-

lifb Privateers taking any. Spaniard who was going to, or -

coming from any Trading Veflel,
Burt this Remedy came roo late ; the French having a

Tictle before this found the Way into the South-Seas, and

rafted the Sweets of that Trade, now began to fend great
Numbers of Ships with all f{orss of Goods into thofe
Seas, which they fold for fmall Profit 5 and fupplying
thafe Markets at low Rates, nor only reined the Famaica
“Trade, bur preveated the Galleons for many Years going
1o Portobel 3 all which happen'd long before the Britifb

" Company had the Affiento granted to them ; who, inftead

of having prejudic’'d Famaica herein, will appear to any
confiderate Perlons to have been the only probable Means
of reftoring this Trade to them again. '

For fince the Britifh Company have had the Afiento
granted to'them, with the Privilege of {ending a Ship to
Portobel once in Two Years, their Coure of Directors
“have'ufed their urmoft Efforts at the Court of Madrid, 1o
put a Stop to the French Voyages into the Sourh Sea, and
by {ucceeding therein, have not only ferved their own
Company, but proved the beft Friends to. Famaica they:
ever had, becaufe all the Trade Famaioa have enjoy'd
of late to Porsobel, has been entirely owing to this Cir-

cumftance of the French being kept ouvof the South Stass

and would it not feem frrange and unreafonable to ex-
pect or defire (were itin our Power 1o hinder them)

that the Perfons alone who have been the Chief Inftra-

ments in procuring this Benefir; fhould be the caly Per-
{ons excluded their Share in it ? . ‘ .

Obje&. 5. If it be [aid, that the Exigencies of the Go-
wernment of this Ifland muft be provided for, and it is as
reafonable a rich Company, who enjoy the Benefit of its Si-
ruation, fbould contribute towards its Support, ecual ar leaft
t0 any other Perfens, and therefore ought to be liable to the
Jame Duzies ? g o

- Anfw, It has already been fufficiently fhewn how many '

‘Ways, and how largely the 4ffiento Company will con-

tribute to the Support of this Hland, tho’ their Negroes

fhould be exempred from Duties : But, as this Objection
4 _ , o s

e

ot st o 3
18°moft plaufible, and therefore moft dangerous. Jeft
iniflead Geatlemen from whar is "»the"realg :;?iu;élilceiﬂA-Jf

vantage of the Ifland, ro whar |
oo~ e dland, - may prove greatly Decri
mental to it; it is hoped all who wifh well giﬁ;&gg;ﬁ_. ’

if’YI;Nigma_t_urely confider jr..
the 4ffiento Company were Inhabitants of Famaica;

or under an abfolute Neceftiry of carrying on their Trade

f{]zxpebfenf?; th;’ Ba’ra:ll'gl might in fome meafure hold goody
todiﬁingniﬂ; figga? r‘nar.\yTCorcliﬁd-erations would hrife:

. (L REUIN from Privaie Traders a National € :
ny in the Execution of a National Conre: Tbiedted o
o e -XcCUtlon of a Narional Contra®, fubje@ed o
terrain farge Duties 1o a Foreign "Prince, anduwjgiéctifdh;g

therefore been always found alofing Contract to the 3

ﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁgla}r&)g therefore accepted rather on Account of the
felf isindud:?im:hges;bathanend i!‘, in which Femaica lt
f is inc » than tor their own pariicolar Taver
: . .. L4 . P . v 'le&.
th%“;;"élel?el;tl‘s{f?rcber remembred and gonfidered, Thar
penutul and bappy Days Famaica ever faw, wag

in the Glorious Reign of King William, when the Affien-

fo was firft {euled by Foreigners amongft them, and of

- the Advantages whereof the Ifland, as well as the Go

vernment, were then fo fenfible, that inftead of laying

Hardfhips upon the i AREnt rece;ve
and Encoura%e’m'e'm?},v ther Agen; r ?celvg'd'bb:h‘HQnOQ‘(-
tﬁg?lge::ezg?t L‘?’Year 1713, when ar the Conclufion of
Affiento woul]n~ u.ee.n “nne’s Reign, it was expected the

Lrenro won'd begiven 1o the Englifb Nation, thefe

trg;}'ﬁORinion came afterwards to prev::i'l.h?‘v? e
et a: r:)heo Ci’fe of the Affientifts, with refpect to Ne-
s Acpc ried Yv;rb Defign 10 be re-exporred for the
icheo e ou}-ln';,, 1s moft like the Cafe of all Foreign Vel-
fcls wh: uch for Refrefhment only; and are never made
jable a (;lgg Nangng in Amiry, to the Payment of Du-
1es, or other Hardfhips ; and how reafonable it is for a

- Britifli Company 10 expet equal Trearmen: 1o what

Foreigners have ‘iner with. ¢ i
m,i'r;és.“ ‘m‘er wxr?, Qr':a:re’mmled to, is fub-
bgvfh;;é;!%:édf[]z‘enzo‘ Company are but Sojourners at thejs -
va e, and may rlzmpve_, their Trade and Effe@s
where
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where and whenever they think fir ; and as they have
once already done it from bence, fo fhould that happen
again, it is obvious from what has been .obferved, how
much his Majefty’s Revenue of this Ifland, as well asthe
S rerigth thereof, inftead of -being - fupported, is. likely
to be diminifhed thereby.

From all thelfe Confiderations it cannot certainly be
now efteemed good Policy, to run the Hazard a Second
Time, of lofing fo valuable Benefits, by purfuing the
fame Meafures which have already drove the Company
once from this Ifland ; efpecially at a Time when the
Court of DireGtors, laying afide all former Difputes,
bave made the firft Advances towards a good Under~
franding apd Union of Interefts with this lfland, and
have il further Advantages in their- Power to beftow,
for which they are courted by our Neighbours, under
Aflurances of Exemption from all Duties, and all othes
Eucouragements they can give them.

Al which is humbly fubmitted; |

UPON the foregoing REASONS, &c.<one Remark
"/ (eems material, to wit, that as they were delivered
to the Governour, Council and Affembly, the greateft
Care was taken ro alledge nothing in them but what was

ftrictly true; and no Anfwer having ever been given ro

them, or any Fact therein afferted, ever contradicted,
1ill now by ¢hs Writer, it may reafonably be concluded

they were acknowledged-as fuch.

N, B. 1 defign'd to have added here the Reprefenta-
“tion of the Merchants touching the Defertion of the Sea-.
. men-mention'd in p. 10, but upon enquiry after ir, both
_ ar the Board of Trade and Secrerary of State’s Office, it
" was not to be found; and the Reafon given was, that

* fuch Papers as were prefented, without any Hearing
thereupon enfuing, were feldom or never preferved:
This I thought my felf obliged to advife the Reader of,

having referr’d him thereto. Butfor the Fad it felf,”
to the full Purport of what I bave alledged it, I am very

pofitive of the Truth thereof, baving my felf fign'd it,
and in Confequence thereupon, attended a Commistee
of the Houfe of Commons, to whom the Conﬁd@fagm
o . 2
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of the Rririfb Duties on Prize Goods was refecr

had it not been for an accidental Lofs by'FifgerSf:L{a’ll igd
Books and Papers, I could have produc'd a C’opf of zh'}
Reprefentation my felf, and many other Pa’persy ‘whi 1Is
would have given farther Confirmation 'y Paffa.

h - of many Paﬁ'a..
fneasrkl_s. have taken Notice of in the foregoing Re-
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.Aig)e '47; ,lLit;e ucllt.1 read fome. p, 28, L 20, 1. Pounds.
3 - 41. L 33. dele 7s. A L .
P- 45 L 21, 22, 23, which is infiny 33. read Settlement.
P 47. 1 22 read Caufes, P 48‘. ;?lgiteféa? anoég?;ta}:ck,






