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led toa state of unexampled confusion in-pub-

secrecy, or shield the writer of opinionsnot en-

ment. .

learning that the army- in which .you so long.

. nently due to. enthusmstxc ardour, loyalty, and',, .

MY DEAR G———- : .
I NOW sit- down to glve you - a summary of
those strange events, which, from causes unim-
portant in the view of a careless observer, - have.

lic affairs. This will reach you through: the
kindness of a friend who has promised to deliver
it in safety. I should otherwise hesitate to in-
cur the risk ‘of committing my: ‘sentiments to '
paper, as it is confidently asserted and believed,
that no seal, or form .of confidence, can insure -

tirely favourable to the present measures, from
the vengeance of that: rigour beyond ‘the law,
which now" rules over our” m;serable settle-

I ant1c1pate all the horror you w1ll feel at

served, and the companions with whom you .
Iarcrely shared in the applause which was.emi-
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- valour,. stand now brandéd,f (and just-ly» too)

with the name and character of rebels; that

those who have ever been forward to shed their

“best blood in the cause of their country, who

“boasted, as a proud distinction, the honour of
bearing a commission in the M/, adras army, and
stood foremost in subordination and willing
obedience to the government, have ~r‘e‘cént»ly%n-
tailed indelible disgrace on themselves, and re.
flected it on the corps, whose honour was en-
trusted to them, by the guilt of open resistance
to the authority which, as soldiers and as sub-
Jects, they were bound to obey. G
" In contemplating events which have led to a

" result so extraordinary as the actual rebellion
of a considerable portion-of ‘the Madras arrﬁyy

it i‘s-'naturaflv to seek for.some cause; which. hag
produced ‘a subversion of all those honourable
principles which had hitherto distinguished and

characterized that branch of the Indian army ;

- for gratuitous rebellion, without an object, or a

cause, ot an intelligible plan, is anidea which
a reflecting mind does not readily admit.. Yet

this is the state of the case which our govern-

ment has deemed it wise to publish to the world,
and this is the doctrine; which whoever ‘would

 be thought a dutiful subject is called. on to
| Wsesprofess to believe,

e

So long as an appeal Wis open to supetior

powers; legally conistituteéd: to’ controul the acts

of the local governinerit, no extent of grievance,

redl ot imaginary, could justify, or even pal-
liaté, a crime so monstrotis as rebellion’: no acts,
However oppressive, could give to a military
rhian an’ excisé for disobedience or resistarice:
Thoséirritated and deluded mien, who influetived’

the atiny to-that unnecessary extremity, have*

inciirred an extent of guilt which demands the’ -

éxtrenity of legal puhishment ; they havé for

feited their lives to the offended la}Wéf'in that
- country, in whose defence they would, at the

tioment of their deepést guili, have laid them

~down with ' pleasure ; and their pﬁniéﬁm’é;rit‘,“

which every man who thinks s a soldier ought
not only to " anticipate- but desire, will'afford a

~ dreadful warning to those who may, in futire,
~ be disposed to suffet private feelings, however

cruelly excited, to-supersede the obligations of”

 public duty, or't6 subveit those pririciples of
* gbedisnce’ 'Whl'ic'h every" soldlier, on‘embracing -

the profession] especially-binds himéelf: to ren--

der'to those whom' the taws of his country have
empowered to ditect ahd eguldte” his* public
conduct. Such aré the feelings of every reflect-

 ing mind; but he thust be' eithet more of less
than man, who catt separate these feelings from
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those of genuine compassion for the fate await-
- ing many- hwh]y meritorious but mrstaken men..
You will perceive, by the blotted _paper before",
you, that a frigid sense jof pubhc duty has not
extmgmshed feehugs of another deserlptxon in
mourning over the fate of our old ‘companions -
in arms. - But if, ¢ albert unused to the melting.

mood ” ;and with a mind unrufﬂed by any se-

cret self-reproach such be the tendency of my
reflections, what must the feelings be of these
whose. measures have unnecessartly led to this’

most horrlble result? . T

I will endeavour to trace the proo'ress of thosel
unhappy events.which .appear. to. have led to

thls distressing. conclusxon. ,

. At the departme of Sir John CraddocL the_' :
oﬁicers of the Madras army were. certainly in a
state . of cons1detable drscontent ‘but neither
dlsloyal nor sedltrous ‘their attachment to, their -
country, and to the cause of pubhc authortty,,
was firm and unshaken, but they were disgusted.
with the effects of an aIIedO'ed partxahty to-afa-
voured branch of the army, with the contempt too
flimsily disguised, with which the Commander-
in-Chiéf had. a]ways treated that, partlcularly ;

theu‘ own (exa orerated perhaps in repetition) :

-and, by some .opinions he had given ina-. case‘.f‘ '
of mlhtary-trlal whrch, althoucrh well merlted 1

(
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‘by the mdmdual were - offensive to the esta-
‘blished opinions of the service at large, and in-

dicated (perhaps the result of a phraseology not
always mtelhouble) an’ assumptlon of powers

very distinctly denied to him by the laws of his-

country It is but justice to the character of

‘that officer, to add, that he preserved to the:situ-
ation which' he héld by an arrangement with

the Governor, resultmg from his’ decxded con-

duct, that influence and patronage in mlhtary’
"appomtments, which a ‘most - m_]udICIOUS order
~ from the authorities in England, received in the

year 1806, had taken from the Commander-in-
Chlef and vested in the Governor alone. ~This
measure, however, which was suspehded durmg
the command of Su' John Craddock, took full

effect on'the siccession of General Macdowall,
‘while the exclusion of the Commander-in-Chief
from’ council, by an arrangement equally ab-
surd,. completed the deorrada.txon of hlS of-
- fice. L et
" On the succes,sion' of Ge‘neral ,Macdowall' to

command, the frankness and apparent sincetity
of hrs manner derlved popularlty from contrast -
w1th hls predecessor, and he studlously en-

couracred this sentlment by the conduct which

he 1mprudentl Y. and perhaps 1mproperly, adopt-
ed from the moment he assumed the command




The exclusxon from the tank and functiens of

counsellor, of an officer specially appomted to.
the . command of the -army;. was an unusual;
measure, and was calcu]ated to raise- ‘his per-
sonal resentment in the same: deo'xee thdt it
lowered the importance of his’ station, not. only ‘
by impairing  his mﬂuence, and- consequently,

his authority,. with the army, but by degra-

ding* his .actual estimation in public opinion.-

To maintain that influence of which he was de-
prived by this change:in the constitution of the
army, he conrted popularity with the officers

at large ; he lamented, without reserve, his in-

ability to support. their interests in council; or
to oppose g.terations injurious to their welfare ;
he commented on-the ‘degradation of the. army
in.'the person of their Commander-in-Chief ;

and assuming the character of their representa-
tive, mduced them, withont reflecting on the .

A strlkmg mstance of this proposmon (which in

_ ‘England would not be well understood without an’ exam._
ple) occurred 1mmed1atelf after’ the Greneral’s arrivalat

Madras. -His nghness, the Nabob of the Carnatic, sent
a complimentary message, desiring to- receive.a visit from
the General, but the next: day, (havmg leamed the uncom.

_ mon rest,nctnon on hls situation ax;d powers) sent another
. message, mtunatmg his desu'e, that the visit mlght be post.

poned until the Commander-m-Chief had taken kzs seat‘
in coumzl : e :

e TSR,

absolute: absurdity of the ferm, to consider the
alteration: which had been made in the gonsti-
tution of the loc‘al-government;; 3s a real xpili¢{

tary grievance, .. . -

. Intruth,  the 1dea of m_]ury to the army
in the exclusion of the -Commandeg-m.-.Chxef
from council, and from the exercise of mjlitary
patronage, was not entirely fallacious, although
# was crudely formed, improperly presented to
their notice, and certainly not in the province
of the officers of the army to discuss. The.

Governor in ouncil possesses, and . practically -

exercises, the right of determining, in the last
resort, on - all. questlons of a rmhtary nature 3
appoints officers to command ;, to the staff, and

“to-all situations of military trust 5 Gecides even
“on claims of :military rank; of course, on m111-

tary applications involying the disbursement of
public money ; directs aJl military movements,
and enacts, confirms, or changes, (at pleasure)
all regulatlons for the conduct of the military

 service ;. the reports and, projects of officers of
the staﬂ', formed under the orders of thelr m111—

tary- superiors, and sometimes by the direct

- command of the government itself, are. sub-

mitted to the council for adoption or rejection ;

“and these reports often involve considerations of

the utmost 1mportance to the a.rmy and 1ts of~
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_ ficers. Not one- member of  the  council, -
now comstituted, is competent, either from pro-
fessional habits or accidental acquirement, to
discuss any military question with intelligence -
- and propriety : ‘and hence “acts of ‘serious. injus-.

tice-might obtain. the 'sanction ‘of the.govern-

ment without any intention on the. part of any:
-of its members to decide . erroneously. The
 fact is obvious: it was felt-by the officers of the

‘army‘f :*and - when: they lamented-among them-
selves that they had not a representative in coun-
cil, they: had'it just as much in’ contemplation
to organize a Sanhedrim, or:crown an emperor

‘of Lilliput, as to urge those claims to elective
or other rights, which, with much ingenuity of

wire‘-d"'r:aWﬁ”inferéhce, have: been :imputed : to
them -by: high- authomty “This unlucky term
certamly afforded no proof of logical precision
or thetorical skill : the persons. who employed

~ it meant simply to express an obyious fact, which
nothing but wilful perversion could misappre=-
hend ; namely, thata person,possessmg_nnht,ary,. ;

knowl’e‘dg’e,‘“is a necessary ‘member of.a coun-

cil, in’ ‘which the sole power is vested of deci- -
dmo the most 1mportant mlhtary questlons, and
' that, as no'such person wasa member of that
councﬂ they were deprived of the fair and ne-.

gessary means of having their pretensions un-

 derstood: by those who are: 'tppomted to deelde
‘ upon ‘them. « : AT ,

‘The first overt. declaratlon of mlhtary dlssa-

. tisfaction 'during the ‘present 'government; was
- manifested chiefly by his Majesty’s troops; and
was occasioned by the diminution of allowances;

which regiments previously serving on the Ben-

gal - establishment  had experienced  on' their

transfer to that of Madras (‘where they found

the prices of every necessary of life' more than

doubled), and others, ‘who, " on. their pas"Sage
from  England; had‘landed' at ‘Prince of Wales
Island, and there. received: for atime the supe-
rior rates of Bengal pay. A memorial was pre-
pared, soliciting to.be placed on an equal*
footing’ with the Bengal army in point of allow-

-ances. It was signed, as I have understood, by

the officers of ‘all ‘the regiments of his Majes-
ty’s service on the coast,” with only one excep-

tion that I have heard of ; and, as the supposed -

grievance was common- to his:Majesty’s and the

Company’s f'oﬁi‘cers; vtheyg unitgdaequally.in;the :

w

* The Court of. Dlrectors, in 1796, . announced thelr de.
sire and mtentlon to equahze the allowance of the three
presxdenmes. That body is said (I hope the rumour is un.

founded) to have recently pronounced such an expectatxon ‘
to be unreasonable and absurd. - The absurdlty at. least is"

not:particularly obvxous.——-Em'ron. f e
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prayer of the petition. At the earnest desire
- of Sir‘George Barlow, General Macdowal wrote
to the officers commanding ‘his Majesty’s regi- -

ments to discountenance and stop the intended
memorial ; his influence succeeded in effecting
that object, and the signatures of the officersin
his Majesty’s service were withdrawn.

The next. cause of agitation was. a«pmposal

- originating with the QuarteriMaster-General,

and which was adopted and officially announced
in the . general ‘orders -of the 3d May, 1808
namely; that the arrangement, by which officers
commanding native corps supplied and -con-

veyed :the -camp-equipage of - their ‘respective
: battahons,, was to be abolished.  This méasure
- requires :a.more detailed  description; because

it -led -to. more important consequences;: and

- as the -advisers of government have taken par-
ticular ‘pains .to misrepresent the incidents to

which it gave rise in all the official .publicas
‘tiong of the gavernment on this subject, it be-

comes the more - nﬁcessary to sta,te the facts ‘

Wlth accuracy. : : aE s

“The -plan- of prowdm«r and carrymg the
campr-eqmpaore ‘of the army, by a species of
contract: with. the officers commanding, native
_corps, who received a fixed allowance. for sup-

plying the tents, carri@ge; ~and followers, and

£quipage. was obeyed with alacrity,

1

defraying all .incidental expences connected, -

with their eﬁ‘xcxency, was first suggested, as you

may. recollect, in the year 1791, when. Lord.

Cornwallis,  retiring. with the erippled remaing

of his army from- his first attempt. on Seringa-

patam, called on the officers of the army ta

exert their 1nd1v1dual means to do, what, in that.”
hour of deep distress, he found-it impossibleto
accomplish by the resources of the public. It.

will probably be also in yeur recollection, that
the. expectation of success-in this. msfance, was.

the result of very recent experience, jnasmuch:

as the bulk of the -equipment for the intended

 siege of Seringapatam had absolutely been-con-

veyed to.its destination by the exertions of -the,

individual officers of the army, at,3 time when

Lord Cornwallis, in the plenitude of, hig power,
as- governor-general and commander-in-chief,
with the assistance of the most able officers at

the head of his public departments, had found.

it .impossible to command the means, which
were- readily - brought into. existence by the.

 united zeal of the individuals under his com-
mand. - My Lord Cornwallis knew: hqw 10 exs

cite and' dxrect that zeal ; hig call for assxstance
in the. provision and conveyance: of - camp-
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' some’ instances, at great expence . the required

equxpment sprunO' upas by enchantment, but, at
the conclusmn of the War, the allowance was

lefe unreqmted by the advantaoe whrch they

Had reasonably anttcrpated from the e};petted

'permanency ‘of the-measure.

* In the year: 1/99, s1m1lar dlfﬁcultres in the

' army under General ‘Harris gave: I‘ISG, ‘as you

may remember, toa’ similar exped1e11t and the
subs1dxary force of" Hyderabad under Colonel
Dahymple, was, by the very s same means,’ re-

- equipped in'a few days, ‘and commenced its

rharch from. Ser 1ngapatam in pursuit of Dhoon-*
dia by a sumlar exertion of the officers. These
repeated proofs of the eﬁicacy ‘of this means,

“and of the constant and miserable inefficiency

of the antlent eystem caused in 1802, the adop-
tion'of a professed]y permanent plan for prov1-
ding on this prmc1ple the camp- equlpatre “of the’

officers and of the native: corps of ‘the army 5

_the expected and acknowledged profits of the
contract in peace being computed as balancing,

if not’exceeding, the greater- expences attend-
ing the period of ‘war, and" relieving the pubhc
from all expence of quarters, in g’tmson as well’
as tents in. the ﬁeld at a lower*tate than hadf’

oS TEBTTELYY
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been paid under Lord Cornwallis’s calculations -

for . provxdan' and carrymg camp eqlupacre :

alone. : :
On the falth of tlns phn, adopted as a. per- o

' manent rewulatlon of the service, the oﬁicers-
commandmg corps entered -on. the contraot at

the commencement of .an. actwe war, . and
after incurring, in. the course of the Mahratta ~
_campaugns in- ‘the. chan, unprecedented ex-
peinces, to produce acknowledged and " unex-
ampled efficiency, they looked to the return ot' .
peace for re1mbursement and remuneratlon,
with that “confidence Wthh they were. entltled
to place:m the faith - of government,: clearly. im-
plied, if not distinctly pledged; for the perma-

~nence of a plan which had been sanctloned by

the approbatlon of the Court of Drrectors

That spirit of innovation which dlStan‘UISl]ed
the perlod from 1805 to 1808, struck at. this
ystem, whwh had been the: theme of. pralse,
with every: ofﬁcer who had the experlence of
field-service to guide his judgment.. The Quar- ‘
tet—Master-General was mstructed to devxse a

~ change, and this germ: of dlscord Was the result‘ '

of his cogitations. - S :

I‘ he report whrch was ptoduced sugqested,, s
the plan denommated new, which was substt-'
tuted for. that of . 1802 but 1ts novelty chreﬂyfE




‘consisted in the hypotheses of “certain occult
eniergies ‘in-the heads of public” departmerits,

" which former commanders-m-clnef had netf’

Been able to call into action, andin applying
‘cumbrous and newly inverited fotins tothe prin-
ciples of the antient and exploded system, which
experience had shewn ‘to be practicable only

~‘on paper, and on actual service to have been

“uniforiily productive of inefficiency and' ab-
solute fa*xl’ure The provision of carriage was
certainly on a more permanent plan, but the
radical defect of continuing to load the ‘public
departments with minute detalls, which expe-
rience had" shewn them incapable to direct
With efﬁcrency, was uncured; and by any simi-

lar means incurable; 'With you it is unneces-

sary to enter into a detailed consideration’ of
the metits of the two systems ; but if the autho-

" Yity of great names may influence a ‘question
of ‘this nature, there is- somethmrr moré than
mere: sound in ‘the practical judgtent of such
= man'as’ Earl Cornwalhs, the. founder of the

calumniated measure ‘of ‘General Harris, who
adopted it from necessxty, of Generai James
Stuart, than whose a sounder judgment does

ot exist on every branch of military arrange-

ment, and who, on the : e\:perxence of every one

' ef those campaxgns, recommended 1ts adoptron

15

as a permanent measure; of sir Arthur Wel-
lesley, who; on the actual ‘experience “of its ef-
fects, expressly ascribes to the operation of this
system his being enabled to perform those moves-
ments of unexampled rapidity and efficiency
which are the admiration of every military man
capable of receiving lessons from experience.

- I'will not draw a parallel between such sup-

porters and the subverters of the system! -

- The report which the Quarter-Master-Gene-
ral made to Sir John, was in a confidential, but
official form: but after the measure which he
recommended had been approved by the sa-
preme government, it became publicly known
-at Madras by communication (as is understood)
from Sir George Barlow to the Adjutant-Gene-

- ral. The measure of abolishing the contract - was

offensive to those who, having little else to lose,
saw that wrested from them in' the advantage-

- ous period of peace, which they-had been suf-

fered to retain without remark during the diffi-
culties of a protracted warfare. ' The Quarter-
Master-General, in his report, had argued on the
baneful effects of this system; not from fact,
forall fact was adverse to the inferences which
he drew, but from abstract theory and: hypothe-'
: the contract was by him represented as
Bt plczcmg the mterest of oﬁcers commanding




15

3% ¢t

corps at variance with their duty ;” <

it their interest that their corps should not -
be in a state ﬁt for field-service ;. < furnish-

ing strong inducements to neglect\.ti;ezr. more.
“important duties ;7 ¢ divesting . their - atten-
tion and pursuits from the discipline of their:
corps ;7 and finally, as““wanting that efficien-.

cy. which it professed to} ensure.”” ~ Such: was

the substance of observations-at- cons,i‘dexrabl,e;

length, which the Quarter-Master-General, -in

~ his'report, declared-to have been ¢ suggested -
by six years’ experience of the practical effect.
of the contract system ;" an advantage: not pos— :
sessed by those who devised -the plan,. and by
an attentive: emammatzon of s opemtzon du-

ring that period of time.: e
_This declaration gave a bod_y to the insinua-,
tion' which the officers commanding corps, and,

‘who had held the contract, considered-as a: stig--
ma cast on their conduct and characters, in. the .

execution. of a- 'public ‘duty; and’ Whil_e,; ‘they

disclaimed, perhaps more explicitly than was
demanded by the. facts of the case, any title to.

discuss the expediency or justice of the altera-

tion adopted by government;, on the gr@updﬂoﬁ .

this . report, they individually applied-to the:

'Comman_den.i.n-vChief: ‘to direct such invéstiga-
tion as he_ should deem to be. proper, for as-

matlfma

w

certamma their conduct in: the executlon of

this branch of ' their public’ duty, in-order that

delinquency; if proved, might be adequately
punished, and that the innocent might be ac-

~ quitted of the unmerited reflection:which they

deemed to be conveyed in the’ 1ep0rt of - tbe
Qualter-Master*Genexal e

* The. ‘Commander- m-Clnef plqued bv the
slight: with which he considered himself to be
treated by the- govemment in- their adoptlon )
of an ‘essential chancre in-one of the most mate-

rial equipments of the army without: even the -

decent form of appeating to consult his opiﬁio\n,
refused to comply: with their request; and: as-
signed as a reason; in answer to- every-applica~
tion, that  as he had not -been consulted: W]th
regard to the abolition of the tent” contract, ‘he

~ did not feel himself at liberty - to take cogni-

zance of any matter connected with: that sub-
ject-on any individual application.”” S
- The officers complaining, foiled by tlns 1eply :

in their attempts ‘toobtain/ an mvestwatlon_

into ‘their own 'conduct; thought :that they
might attain the same end by compelling- the
Quarter-Master«Geueral to prove the grounds:
on Whlch he had. inserted  in his report-the m-'
sinuations which. they: deemed to be . injurious
to, their character : and adoptmcv that form - of

ERRRE m%mﬁ%&w %%ﬁw@m -a;m‘~;%:z§;=:£'.‘=i?-; x SRR A
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combined appeal which the reply of the Com-
mander-in-Chief very unadvisedly seemed to

prescribe, they . jointly - accused Lieut. Col.
Munro of having falsely aspersed . their charac-
ter in his report. This charge * they forwarded
to the Commander-in-Chief, on the 23d of “Au-
gust, 1‘808, and requested that on it Lieut. -Col.
Munro might be brought to trial. - The Com-

* mander-in-Chief. after  some deliberation con-

sulted Lieut. Col. Leith, the Judge-Advocate-
General. That officer in' a laboured report con-

founded. the ‘measure of aholishing the contract

(the act of government) with the reasons given
for recommending the change (the act ofthe
Quarter-Master-General alone), and advised
(with a degree of ardour. not altogether pradent

in an office, ‘where at least the semblance of im+
- partiality was reputed to be a requisite qualifi-

cation) the rejection of the charge as & ground

of procedure against the Quarter-Master-Gene-
ra;l;‘_;,;lwgi,ng;-,at the same time, that a charge of

conspiracy against that officer should be found-
ed upen 'it, on which he weould undertake to

- convict. the complainants, 1f entr usted wwh the
- eonduct of the prosecution, . = .o

. Fhe, Judge-Advocate s opxmon was. eommu~

) *Appeudlx, No 1

A

1'9"

Amcated by a. lette1 of the SOth of November,‘

from the Adjutant General by order of the
Commander-m-Chlef to. Colonel ‘the Hon,
Al SentleO'er, the semor “of the complammfr
officers, W1t11 mt:matlon that « m ‘consequence;,

all farther proceedmgs had been for the present -

postponed ”  The. JudO'e-Advocctte had stated
in the proaress of refel ence, that ledal grounds

did. not exxst f01 the trlal of the Quarter Master-

General on thls charge ; and on being requested
to explam more. partlcularly the grounds of his
opmlon, he advised the Commandex-ln-Chlef to
consult the Company s Advocate—General on
those orrounds of whlch he, as a lawyer, was
the most competent Jjudge: General Macdow-

all in. prefexence consulted Mr Marsh, a re-
aular Enwhsh barrlster, who had durmg Col..
Lelth s absence in Encland officiated as judge--
advocate—genera] His ‘opinion, dehvered at;
con51derable length was at direct variance with' .

that of Lleut Col. Lelth, and pronounced that
Just and legal grozmds appeared to exist for

brmgmg the- Quarter-Master-General before a
mihtary tmbunal, upon-. the -charge preferredf
avamst hlm by thlrty-two ofﬁcers commandmg. '

corps

Chlef hdd transmxtted the J udoe Advocate-Ge*

C2

The oﬁicers to whom the Commander-ma&
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neral’s opmxon, ‘denied its Justice; they per-

, cewed ‘the paxtlahty marked in" the studied
“Omission to con51der the clause of the report

which gave the connection of alledged fact to
the observatlons of wlnch they - complamed '
namely, the- clause uhlch declared ‘these, re-
marks to be the result of e‘cperrence and pxactz-
cal observation : and on’ the 5th and 12th of
December, two of their number separately, by
letters from Trlchmopoly, and from Clnttle-
droog; urged the Commander-m-Chxef to pro-
ceed in the trial of Lieut, Col. lVIumo Shor t-‘
Iy after thxs perlod “however, the more mode-

“ rate coursée was adopted of appeal to the Coult
of Dwectons, to whom the complamantb stated

the case in a perfectly respectful memorlal In
this appeal they declared that they suspended
the ploceedmgs, which- they had commenced
to obtain relief by process of mllxtdry trial: they
besouorht the “Honourable Court t0 free them
from' the recorded stigma thrown on their cha-~
racters by the Quarter Master-General’s s Te-
port:: théy recited -the offensive’ p'tragx aphs, |
and again explicitly dlsclalmed all pretensxou
to' the right of dlscussmu the: expedleucy or
propriety of the measure of abohshmg the. tent
contract, confining their complamts to the i in-
smuatlons a.lone, Wluch were underbtood to have
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: produced its adoptlon *  This memorxal was in

January 1809 for walded through the Comman-
der-i n-Chlef to the govemment for tlansmm-;
sion, and by them. it was re]ected and returned

as unnecessar y. L ‘do mnot exactly know ‘the
date of this. re_]ectlon, but Lieut, Col ‘Munro
was’ placed in arrest on the QOth of January
1809, and wamed for tual on the ouo'xml
chalge A
This. may. be the most convement place to.
observe, that if, as the Quarter-Master- Gcnexal
msmuated any deﬁ01encv in the equxpments
of the camp-equipage: ‘department, had in point. |
of fact arisen from the neglect or cupldlty of
commandmg officers holdmcr the ooutract 1no-
record of: such deficiency can be traced. It
was the dutv of the o‘ﬁce, at the head of Wh]Cl] »
Lieut..Col:. ‘Maunro is plaCed, and in Wlll()ll he.
"had served either as deputy or principal, from
the first institation of the system of contract, to
examine the. returns, and  make qualter]y re-
ports to- the Mxhtary Boaxd of the state of the ,
camp-equipage, cattle, and- followers att'\chedxl
to each corps, as bertlﬁed on muster, andl
monthly mspectlou and the perfecf good cog-
dmo;; of qll these equlpments st'mds vouched(

" *’Vrde Memorml Append;x, No 2
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’oy his own reports, during the whole and every
part of the period to WhICh his. ])mctwal obser
vation (md e.z])erzence 9'ef ers. If, ther efore

the report propouncr the 'zbohtron of »hat con-’

tlact Was meant to convev ‘the most 0bv1ous
meamm which' the ar ouments bear (and among
other allegatlons it dlrectly asserts the meﬁicr-
ency of the’ system ) that report is at vauance
with" the other official - repor ts of the Qual ter-
1\/Iaster—General s office.  Those 1epor ts were

publzc, supported by regular musters, and ex- .
~ posed, if erroneous, to instant detectlon the

other was prwate, st'mdmg solely onthe personal
assertion of the Quarter-Master—Genera] and’
errular 1mest10'at10n was demed———both could
not be true, B
The total absence of any thmg in" form of
proof in the course of the report constrtutes m
itself the most power ful ev1dence that the mm-
nuations were groundless,” 7 © -
The hwhest authorlty in India has recently
told us, that because the report of the Quarter-
Master-General had: mduced Sir' J, Craddock
(whose prOJected innovation it was intended to
support) the commander-in-chief in Indra, the
government of Madras, ‘and “the supreme go-~
vernment,to approve a plan founded on the basis:

of assertions individually made by its author,
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{ Wlnch others contended' to be « false and in~

famous insinuations; - injurious to their charac-
ters_as officers'and gentlemen, )"e the,;s,tlgma—
tized officers are guilty of extreme injustice to
the individual,and studied insult to government,
in attemptmg to disprove the assertlon, by re-
quiring a_public investigation of its truth or
falsehood ~With all deference to that high au-
thority; . the insinuation® to" their prejudrce, if
false, was not less fulse; from the fact of its ha- |
ving misled 'those hrgh authorities to believe

~and ‘to act upon ity and the réspect and defe- |

rence due to their opinions rendered it only a
more imperative ‘duty in the ofﬁcers who: felt ’
themselves to be calumniated by the reasonmfrj
of the report, to remove the aspersion by thé ‘
most pubhc refutation’ of the alledged slander
The same _high authority has styled. the" i
charge agamst‘ Lieutenant-Colonel Mumo,_,‘:‘,a ‘
collusive and pretended- accusation agaiiz;vt‘“/zz'WZ‘ of
calumn y and- slander ;" while '« ‘the “tent con.

tracty or. rather its abolition, was in. cﬁct the.‘

sub]eczf ;" that the “object was ‘7o wzl/zdrawi :
“ the dzrectzon of “all military arrmwement re-";
“« dardzng the regulatzon and economy Qf tlze ar-

* Vrde Appendxx, No. Lo,
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“ my, from the legal authority of governmeﬂﬁ
€ in order to place it in the shape of courts mar-:

“ z‘zal under the. dzrectzon of the officers of the
“army f/zemselves 5 ?
nant: Colonel Mumo, by .order .of the Com-

mander-in- -Chief, on’ charges preferred against.’

him by thirty-two . officers of rank, is.termed

“ the most tyrannical and detestable abuse of
« power: by which an. innocent and. highly merito-

< rious individual was ever oppressed.”

.These are strong - ‘terms, and. come. ﬂomf

€ honouxjable men,’’ professing to be. engqged
in the temperate examination of a question on
w\hi‘éhf 1t was ,t,heir,'dutyﬁ to pass an impartial
"m’d temperate decision. . I have, however, seen

_the. letters which were addressed to-the Adju-

tant- General, in reply to his commumcatlon of

’the Judge-Advocate’s opinion, - and. of the
Commander m-Chlef’ intention to.. postpone'-
.moceeduws in consequence. - The expression.
of unquahﬁed acquiescence. in that determina-
t1on, and of humbie hope. that When prevall-f
ing, dlﬁirultles should be removed his- Excel-. .
]ency would dlrect an. mvestwatxon _either on..
the accused or accusing pames, as should ap-

pear 1o, lnm the most proper course to- attam

‘the ends of Justlce, (for suchis the tenor of the

appheat]on,) appears. to be 2 suﬁiuent answel‘

and the arrest of. Lleute—,

i

5

to this’ modemte and temperaté- oplmon of a
“collisiie.and pretended accusation.” R

~ Otie of the ‘principals  in- this “collusive- and'
p7e[endcd accusation, who requests a trial on
himself, is the same person- ‘who, a few days
afterwards, in farther proof of the above-cited
observations, persuaded those who partook in’
- his feelings, to withdraw their charge, and sub-
mit the case respectfully to the Court of Dn‘ec i

tors for decision ! - :
If the Commmder—m Chlef in the exercise

of that power which is expl'essly»:, vested in Him-
by his Majesty’s warrant, bearing the sign-ma-
nual, and by authority of an-act of the legis-.

lature, -and which power the same ‘act, whén

any of his Majesty’s forces shall'be serving in
India, expressly - withdraws:from the " Company D
- government, is guilty-of ¢ a most tyrannical and

detestable.abuse  of power,” in following the le-

gal course to bring an accused officer -to trial,
what “is the langnage ‘which: shall ‘accurately
describe the character of “that authority, which
assumes the right ‘to impede the course of le-"’
- _gal process, ‘and, without a trial, b‘rands[w"i'thf
epithets so odious the conduct of an absent offi-

cer in the exercise of powers ‘strictly legal '

-The high  authority - from. which‘ ‘these deci-
sions p\)foce”e'd,;:-‘and‘>thé tone of 's,lgpm;ioi“‘Wisdpm '
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with which they are promulgated, renders it

‘hecessary to examine the. question vvlth care.
The military code fox the government of the

East- India Company’s forces, is not an annual-
‘but apermaneiit act of the legislature of Great-
Brltam, in-the 27th year of the reign of Geome: '

‘the 2d, (A.D. 1758).. The second clause: of

the act empowers his Majesty to grant a com-
‘mission or warrant, under the: sign- manual to:
the Directors of the Eqst—Indla Companv, who

shall have power to authorize the residents aid

councils, at their principal settlements, to ap- -
point. courts—maltxal &c. But the third. clause

(1mmedxately followmg) is in these Word

¢« III. Provided  always; and be it - furthelg
“ enacted, that when, and so long as any of:
¢ his Majesty’s. forces shall be employed toact:

“in defence of any of the said: Company’s.
« settlements, -or to assist against- any. of .their .
“ enemies in the East Indies,. the. power.of ap-
| “ pointing: courts-martial, or authorlzmrr such -
“ appointments  as aforesald, :shall be .in the -
. Commander-m Chxef of - 'such . his. M@};es-
“ ty’s forces for the txme being -over such: of
“ the said Company s - officers-and soldiers as: -
“ shall belong to theprincipal settlement, where

“ or. from . Whgnce such foxces shall be em-

\“ ployed 2

T
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The following extracts from the Articles of
War undel this act, are inserted for the conve-»
nience of reference as qpphcable to . the -case.
of L1eutenant—Colonel Mumos arrest ; as the:
Ar tlcles of War may no loncrer foxm the chlef
part of your lxbrarv ‘

© Sect. 2. Arto2.

~Any officer or ‘soldier who slnll behave lnm- _

- self with conz‘empz‘ or dzsrespect towards the Ge-.

neral, or ‘other " Commander in- Chxef of the
forces, or shall speak Words tendlno" to his hu1t
or- dlshonom, shall  be pumshed accordmo to
the nature’ of h]s oﬂ'ence by z‘lze Judgmeni q/' a
court—martzal o '

Sect 9

Of Redressmo Wmnds

- If any commissioned officer; or inferior ofﬁééi;;'. ‘
‘or soldier,” shall “think ' himself ‘wronged by bis
superior or - other officery he is ‘to complam to
the commandmo' officer: of the regnnent troop,
or'company;. wlzo is hereby 1equzrcd fo summen
a court—martzal for t/ze douz.b Justzce to t/ze comv-’ .
])Zfzmmzzf S SR e A

The letter and the spult of thxs ‘article’ was -
stnctly adopted in the conduct of the oﬁicexs
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commandmv corps, on thewrong which- thev
thought they had sustained from™ Lleutencmnt-
Colonel Munro’s: msmuatmns to -their preju-

dlce, “and " the Commandel m-Chlef strictly

*Jeyed the m]unctmns of ‘this article; he took
meastires for summoning @ court-niartial for f/ze

doing justicelo the complainants.
The arrest of Lleutenfmt-Colonel 1\/Ium'o, on-

the' 20th’ January, 1809; is ‘thought. to:have
been wccelemted by 2 convérsation between.

‘him and the Commander-in-Chief on'a sub;ect{

entirely distinet from that of the charges which
took place about this tigne. and u'nmtedwthe

feelings of ‘General” “Macdowall:to a conmdera—{
- ble demee. The strange practice had. 1ecent]y

prevailed of arranging the movements. of troops,
and’ other measures. of a. military nature;- by
communication between the Secretary of. Go-
vernment and - the. Quarter:MastersGeneral,

who, in: consequence of these communications,
transmltted orders ‘to the out- stations,. for, de-‘
tachments, formation of field corps, and: other»‘

1mp01t'mt ‘military obJects, ~without: any.com-

munication: whatever with the Commanderum-ﬂ
Chief of the army.. ~Abstract reports. of these ;.

movements. were usnally sent on:the: 1st ;and

15th. of each month, from the office -of the

Qttartex.-MasterwGenetql to that of the Adju-

e a E TR |
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‘tant-General,  for the periods immediately pres -

Cedmcr ‘these dates, but until- this . routine

‘ bxoucrht them- throuoh the Ad Jutant-General to :

the Commander-in-Chief, he possessed no. in-

 formation on the subject.. This extraordinary

fact was brought to his notice in.consequence
of the accidental mentionby a young oﬁicet‘ aﬁ
his table,- of a movement of which he was en-
‘tirely ignorant. . - He directed reports- and Te-

~turns -to be examined, -and found - th'lt above

3400 men- of the army- he was sa,ld to. com-

: mf—md were. then in motmn without any con-

sultation with lnm on the occasion. . :
The General, in.presence of his aid-de- camp,

‘and of the Adjutant-gen., questloned the Quar-.

ter~Master-Gen -with reoard to-this fact.. ‘Lieut.-
colonel M defended the measure, and dlstmct-
ly stated, that hey as a confidential officer of

the. govennment, was ‘the channel - of their or-
:ders for these movements: of troops, whlch as

a ‘point. of ‘courtesy, might be made. known to
the Commander-m-Chnei _but. to the knowledge

‘of which he must be aware that he had no,:
claim- .of right. The audacipus insolence. (as
General Macdowall afterwarda mnamed. it) « of
this . speech  from -an- officer..of his immediate:

staff, greatly incensed ‘thg Commander-in-Chief;

and was SUPPOSGdtOhave determined the mea-
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sure of tlml, in- which’ this’ cu'cumstance mlght

perhaps have foxmed ‘the subitance of a dis-’

tinct eharoe A deneral* order' by the Com—
Sander-in-Clief, aated the 17th of J'muary,
directing, that all orders for ‘movement  that
mwh’t be received ﬂom the Qu‘u ter- Mastev Ge-
neral’s -office, should ‘be’ mst'\nt]y 1eported to

the AdJutant-genelal for' the ‘information of the
Comrhaindex-m Chief, confirms the lea(mw facts

of this occmrence, Wh]Ch is of genelal notom—
ety, ‘o at least of general belief. o

“The" mtexference ‘of  officérs COmmandmg_
- corps ceased Wlth the arrest of Lleﬁtenant colo-
nel Mhmo, who was on the 91st, in reply to a
Jettelr -5'11e had ‘addressed to the Commander -m-,

ChleF acknowledamo hig arr est, mfmmed that

Gérnetal’ Gowdie would in a'few dayé succeed to‘
the com*rmnd “and assemble a com't-martlal for:
his'trial, - and that if acqmtted he ‘would’ have
the Opportumty of bringing to ‘trial théss) Who,
by the chargeés they had ‘preferred;. he fmcrht;‘

constder: to have tr aduced hls character

Colonel Munro apphed to the Commander—m-;
- Chief to repoxt ‘his- arrest to govemment and:
to’ transniit” a letter he had wddressed o the -
Chlef Secretftry oh the oceasmn.ﬂ On‘r;the 23df

*‘Ajpptesmfx; No.3.
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: cate, and dxsrespectful ”.

_ving the. dlscussmn and tmal of the late Com-

- Commander-in-Chief; and finally, that they

31

General Macdowall ~declined to- transmit ‘that
letter, informing Colonel' M. that in a case
<e purelymilitary’ he'considered the application
of appeal it contained e;;traordmary, mdelb»

The letter which: the Commander-m—Chlef
had dechned to forward was. enc]osed by Colo-
nel M. to the Secrétary to government, accoms
pcu;ued by the refusal of the. Commander-in-
Chief to be the channel of its transmission.  In
the letter to the Secretary he declared that he
would not have made the appeal if he had con-
céived the case to be purely military. . g

On the following day the Chief Secretary to
Governmem informed the Commander-in-Chief
by letterz, that Colonel M. had appealed to the
government 5 that the. Governor in council had
looked in vain in the report for any just. »gr,ouvnd
of complaint against. him, and would support
thedy; public officer - that they. adopt as their own
act, -and apprave the opz'm'on;c it contains as: con-
Sirmed by every competent authority s that if trial
were- allowed, they should. consider it as mvolQ

mander-am Chzef’s measures, and those of the.
cquncd ~that'a prevxoue commumcamon mwhb;
on such a case have been expected from the
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~ earnestly recommend the. release of Lzeulenam‘-

Colonel Munro, from arresti ... .o :

. On the 25th the Commander’m Clnef 1'ephed
at: 'some length; -and- for reasons. adduced,"la-
mented that ke could not.comply with the recom-

’mendafwn the government so earnestly urged ; he
mformed the Governor that he would. dlrect a

charge to be exhxblted against - Lieut.-Colonel
Munio. for- dxsrespect to. himself, in the- appeal
he had made on the occasion of the arrest ;- and
quoted in support of. hlS conduct' the following
opinion - “of Lord: Cornwalhs, when -governor-

‘general and commander in-chief, asequally
;expressmv ‘the prmmples on which he acted.on
~‘thie present occasion : ey TR Y,
¢« The’ warrant Whlch I possess from . his

« MaJesty, and the -commission I.hold. from

-« the L. 1. Company, guide. me in the:import-

o 'mt du,tles attached to. my. situation, and

< Whlch vest in me. centaln powers,. wluch I

«« cannot without danger abandon.Vx-r .

On the same day (the 25th of J anuary) Ge-“

neral Macdowall 1qsued an order* tnkmg leave
of the army, whom he. complimented in strong

tex ms, commentlnw at the .same: txme swuh con-
sxderable 1mprudence end aspehty on the, re- .

G0 25thi Jénu@‘fy, .;1,1899f~ AAppendixs“N ot
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cumstance ‘is woithy' of partlcular remark m
-reference to what follows. ‘ ‘ i

;3’3

ment,. Whlch.he despmbes as ,havmg deprlved
him' ‘of ‘¢ his ‘rights,” a restoration of which
could alone have enabled him to.exércise < the
« farictions'of his-station,  as the representatlve
« of the army, “with honour to the serv1ce, ‘and
«¢chetlit to’ himgelf:”” 7 "This Order was ])ublzslzed
in the garrzson of "Fort St. G’-eor«re, under the
usual sanction of the Governor, (Wlthouf Whlch
noorder ¢an be'therepublished ;) and: this~ cu'-v

s

Onérthe“'z*‘]th of J anuary, ‘the - Secﬁet'ny of

‘o'ovemment “desired to Know from * General

Macdowall,: by: command of the ‘Governor in -
couneil; if they were to understand-that he (Ge~ _

- neral M Yodeclined-compliance withi the orders

of thie' government ; ‘as under the  explanation
in"his (the'Sectetary’s) letter of the 24th; the -

Governor in councrl conmdered it t0‘ ‘be eqmva-' ‘

lent to an order.: - ; :
‘Gen. M in reply, on the same day, saysytlla(s

referring 4o his commission, which directs obedl- -

ence:to: the orders of the Governor in council, he

“considery that obedlence Timited to oxders that* :
are legal; and a5 he deems those which he has

received to be illegal, he can only.. obey them

':;under protést; if the Governor in couneil should

D
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persist, after this explanation, in directing his
<ubmission to the release of Lieutenant-Colonel
Munro from arrest.

The Secretary to government instantly ac-
knowledged the Commander-in-Chief’s letter,
and conveyed the positive orders of the go-
vernment for Colonel Munro’s release from

arrest, which order the Commander-in-Chief

obeyed.

A circumstance occurred during the course
of these events, which would seem to prove
that the want of communication, alluded to in
the first letter of the government, had not kept
them even in official ignorance of the arrest of
Colonel Munro, and that the measure of pre-
veiting his trial had not then been in their
contemplation ; for, on the 2lst of January,
é;letter was addressed to Lieutenant-Colonel
Martin, then about to embark for England, in-
forming him, that in consequence of a request
from the Judge-Advocate-General ‘the Comman-
‘der-in-Chief had received the instructions of the
Governor in council, to direct him to remain,
‘that he might appear in support of the charges
_against Colonel Munro, preferred by ‘him and
other officers. o
 On the 28th of January, the Commander-
in-Chief embarked for England ; but prior te

35

his embarkation hie wrote a general orders, an-
neuncing that he had been compelled by the
order of the Governor in council to release
Lieutenant-Colonel Munro from arrest, a mea-
sure which had prevented his intention of bring-
g him to trial for disrespect to himself, for
disobedience of orders, and contempt of mili-
tary authority, in having referred to the antho-
rity of the civil government?, in defiance of the
judgment of the officer at the head of the

" * Appendix, No. 5. »

© + The following extract of aletter from Lord Cornwal.
lis is said to have influenced the late Commander.i ~Chief’s
opinions on- this.occasion :

Extract of a Letter from Earl Cornwallis, then Governor-

General and Commander-in-Chief to Madras. (1789.)

The regular authority under which all military orders
should be issued is either that of the officer who may be a;p.
pointed Commander-in-Chief by the Court of Directors,
or that .of .the government itself, if circumstances should
render it expedient for the Board to exercise avowedly the
functions of that officer.

Before 1 :conclude this letter, I must express my wish
that it should be recollected by the civil and mélitary de-
‘partments at Madras, that the Adjutant-general of the
Company’s troops on that establishment, cannot, without

-the greatest irregularity, (unless, as I before mentioned,

the functions of the Commander-in-Chief should be exer-
cised by the Board) have any direct communication with
the civil government. _ '
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army, who had placed him in arvest ; conduct
which he considered subversive of military dis-
cipline, in violation of the sacred rights of the
Commander-in-Chief, and as holding up a dan-
gerous example to the service; of all which
he expresses his strong disapprobation, and
for which he reprimands Lieutenant-Colonel
Munro.

This order, dated on the same day, viz. the
28th, was, by the Commander-in-Chief, deli-
livered to Colonel Capper, the Adjutant- Gene-
ral, with his orders for its immediate publica-
tion to the.army. Colonel Capper, who desired
the General’s permission to accompany him on
board the ship in which he was to sail, trans-
ferred the order in his presence to his deputy,
Major Boles, with directions to publish it to the
army that evening. -

~ In the usual routine of publishing all orders,
a copy of this order was submitted to the Go-
vernor, who, by a general order of the 31st of
January*, when the ship in which General
Macdowall had embarked had sailed, but ‘was
still in sight, annulled his appointment of Com-
mander-in-Chief, directed the orders of the

'28th to be expunged from every public record,

* "Ap'peyndix, No. 6.

37

and suspended from the Company’s service
Major Boles, the Deputy-Adjuﬁan-t*Genera-l,
for having obeyed the orders of the Comman-
der-in-Chief, in signing and giving currency to
< g paper of this offensive description.”

The Adjutant-General, on returning from
the ship in which the Commander-in-Chief had
sailed, was informed of this order, and hastened
to exculpate his deputy, by waiting on the Go-
vyernor, to inform him, that Major Boles had
acted by his orders. He was denied admit-
tance, but communicated the purpose of his
attendance to the staff in waiting ; the intima-
tion was acknowledged on the 8th of February,
by a general order, which declares he also “is
implicated in giving currency to the Comman-
der-in-Chief’s orders,” and suspended from the
Company’s service. This manly conduct of
Colonel Capper, ¢ Adsum qui feci; inme con-
vertite ferrum,” failed of its generous purpose,
he was himself punished, but his testimony was
deemed insufficient to exculpate his deputy.

On this subject it must ever seem extraordi-
nary to a military man that a difference of opi-
nion could exist, still more that the»zauthority
of the government should be committed in sup-
port of -the principle of giving to.military men
the privilege of refusing obedience at their own
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discretion. It must ever be most hazardous for
a military man to incur the risk of disputing
the legality of the orders of his superior offi-
cer; independently of the verv sleader shade
of dstinction between’ disobedisnce and muti-
ny; aad the recorded cases, in which officers
have been acquitted, who have put to death on
the spot, inferior officers, who have hesitated to

obey their commands; an officer who presumes

to deliberate, ought to be completely satisfied,
that ‘the order which he hesitates to obey is
so evidently and palpably contrary to some
known law of the land, as to leave no doubt
that a court-martial would be satisfied with
this plea for disobediénce. But in the case
now under consideration, there could be no il-
legality except by inference and association,
for the power to reprimand an inferior is an
~undoubted prerogative of every military com-
mander, to be exercised by him on his respon-
sibility; and as the order of the 25th of Fanu-
ary (which was certainly much more offensive*

* The two orders are inserted in the Appendix, and the
reader will judge. But it is peculiarly worthy of remark,
that the copies of the order of the 25th of Januéry,(wir'hich
have hitherto been published in the English vn'éWsp‘aipérs,
have been uniformly dated the 28th, thus leaving to differ-
ent tastes and judgments the selection of that which to each
may seem the best ground for the order of the 31st.—Epir.
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than that of the reprimand to Colonel Munro of
the 28th) had been publishe’ in Fort St. George,
with the‘ sanction of the Governor himself; no
officer of the staff’ could suspect that criminality
should be imputed to him for circulating the
subsequent order of reprimand.

The Governor-General has rezently favomje'd
us with a very elaborate and rhetorical disquisi-
tion on the military virtue of disobedience of
orders, and however much the thinking part of
the army differ from his Lordship in the.a theory
of the case, it is my serious CODViCthH' that
these doctrines have tutored many others in thfg
sophistry of defending the merits of insubordi-
nation, and at all events I cannot but observe,
that their recent practice has been guided more
by his opinions than their own*.‘ They have
very liberally exercised their discretionary power
in questions of obedience to the gm{emment of
Madras; who, on the same principle I sup-
pose, are aclually busied at this tyme in .tea‘ckfmg
the native troops the propriety of ascertammg:,
bv mature reflection, the abstract nature of their
oi)liga,tions, before they render obedience to
their regimental-officers. God grant that t‘fxe

success of their endeavours may not lead io 1ts

* See Appendix, No.'7.
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most direct and obvious tendency-—to the ruin
of the empire of Great Britain in India, _

The treatment of the Commander-in-Chief
and the suspension of the AdiutannGenerai
and Deputy, gave wuniversal c‘l'isgust to the
army. The officers of a distinguished regiment
in his Majesty’s service, were forward in :esentw
ing the insult offered to their service in the per-

son of their General, by the most contemptu-

ous behaviour to the Governor. In this, asin

e.ve,ry other. case of common grievance, they
,yled with the officers of the Company’s service
In complimentary attentions to thevAdjutant-
.G,e‘neral and his deputy. Those officers were
Invited ‘to the regimental mess, their healths
were toasted. with particular distinction, as mi-
litary martyrs, they were universally considered
to have done their duty, and no more than their
duty, and to have suffered unmerited punish-
ment. '
‘ Tl¥e arbitrary abuse of authority displayed
1n this act towards two officers who were highly
and generally respected, is the single factvwzli'ich
gave birth to those dangerous combinations;and
lighted that violent flame which has sifce: pro-
duced such dreadful consequences. xE
. ‘The ferment was too violent in its first ebulli-
tion, to escape the notice even:of the-govern-
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ment. On the Gth of February, 1809, they
issued an explanatory order, declaring to the
ammy that the supposed insinuations of the
Quarter-Master-General’s report, which had
given offence to officers commanding corps,
had never been by them supposed, or by the
Quarter-Master-General intended, to convey
any insinaation to their prejudice. One singu-

lar inconsistency in this order, is worthy of re-

mark, from being the production of the same
authority which, six days before, had suspend-
ed Lieut.-Colonel Capper, and Major Boles,
from the service, for obeying the orders of the
Commander-in-Chief, for which they had been
rendered responsible. The 2d paragraph of the
order of the 6th of February, declares, ¢ that
«< it would - have been” (in the case of the
Quarter-Master-General) ¢ inconsistent with
“ the evident principles of justice, that a pub-
“ lic officer should have been liable to the
s gbloquy of a trial for an act not his, but
<€ that.of his superior.” W e must suppose that
the TRIAL is alone obnoxious to justice ; punish-
ment without trial, for the act of a superior,
would seem to be liable to no obloguy in this new
code. How valiant and how mean is despotism !
This explanation,. worthy at the proper’ period,
of & great, a magnanimous, and a liberal go-

)




vernment, would, a month sooner, have com-
pletely appeased the agitation which the report
had produced; now, it was worse than useless,
The individual grievances of the small number
of officers commanding corps had sunk to in-
significance, in the comparative magnitude of
the injury which every officer, whether of the
King’s or Company’s service, felt to have been
offered to the military character, in the wanton,
unjust, and unnecessary suspension, without
trial, of two officers of distinguished station and
character, for obeying the orders of the Com-
mandér-in-Chief, and the feeling was aggravated
at this moment by the arbitrary removal from
office of several officers, highly and justly re-
spected for-public character and talent, who
were hurried off from Madras without any
cause being assigned for these portentous
measures. :

To justify these proceedings to the higher
autherities in England, Mr. B. the Chief-Secre-
tary to government, and  Private-Secretary to
Sir George Barlow, was dispatched express, on
public duty, while the permission to proceed to
England, solicited by Major Boles, was. twice
refused, although actuall v suspended from rank,
and left with his - family destitute of the ‘means
of subsistence.. No other opportunity was likely

5
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to occur for scme months, yet, no sooner had
the Lushngton, on which Major Boles had
agreed for his passage, sailcd with this express,
than he obtained free permission to embark,
whenever he could- fiud an opportunity to
do so!

Sir G. Barlow himself, astrangerto the charac-
ters and persons of those he had been appointed
to govern, of personal habits adverse to the
degree and sort of communication which could
aloneensure correct knowledge on these subjects,
and with local experience only of a settlement
every way differing in circumstances from that
in which he now presided, was supposed to
have selected, with peculiar unhappiness, two
men as military advisers, who were perhaps the
least qualified of any that could possibly have
been chosen to remedy the defects which I have
noticed. = Lieut.-Colonel Leith, the Judge-Ad-
vocate-General, had long been removed from
the exercise of military duties, and devoted to
the contemplation of legal difficulties; this,
with his habits of retirement, and reserved
manners, had long estranged him from military
saciety. Lieut.-Colonel Munro, with talents of
considerable promise, had, by the favour of
two preceding Commanders-in-Chief, been pre-
maturely raised to a station far above his claims

B
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from rank or service. In the attainment of this
object, he had, with humility of manners (¢ for
lowliness is young ambition’s ladder” ) devoted
himself to the interest of his patrons with much
apparent zeal, and, in their various contests
with the Governors of their time, had main-
tained the ‘“indefeasible rights” of the Com-
mander-in-Chief, and his exclusive title to the
patronage, controul, and arrangement, of every
branch of the military department, with a de-
gree of ardour which had attracted considerable
notice. On Gen. Macdowall’s accession to the
command, with very limited powers to advance
the interests of his friends, the paramount au-
thority of the Governor was said to have become
the theme of the Quarter-Master-General’s in-
dividual and official eulogium; and he was
now described as standing forward, doubtlessly
in the humble conviction of the errors of ‘his
former judgment, to deny that the Commander-
in-Chief of an army could even claim, of right,

to be acquainted with its movements; the of-
ficers of the army, whether correctly or othep-

wise, did not seem to impute the change to

moral conviction: the most intimate of ‘his

former associates were the first to estrange them-
selves, whether from this or other causes I
cannot correctly state, but ithas been remarked
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that these very oflicers have been most pro-
minently distinguished by the rigours of this
reign of terror.

To both these persons the late Commander-
in-Chief had given ground of offence, by coun-
tenancing the charges preferred against the one
in opposition to the opinion and official advice
of the other; and these circumstances were
stated to have indisposed them to such as might
be considered to have shared in the offence, or
to have enjoyed the friendship or favour of the
General. When therefore, although the release
of Lieut.-Colonel Munro from arrest rendered
the evidence of Lieut.-Colonel Martin no longer
necessary for the purpose of his trial, that officer
was officially informed, on the eve of the de-
parture of the ships, that his leave to proceed
to England was recalled ; a general belief pre-
vailed that this unnecessary detention was the
prelude to farther misfortune. Lieut.-Colonel
Leith, on the 29th of January, waited on

Lieut.-Colonel Martin, intimated the intention
of the government to punish all who had con-
curred in the charges against Colonel Munro,
and then urged him, with great earnestness, to
express sorrow for having signed the charges, as
a épeci'es of half apology ; in which case, he
intimated that he might yet be permitted to sail
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that evening, in the ship in which he had paid
for his passage : he declired to express what he
did not feel, and his detention was enforced.
On the 2d of February, a member of the coun-
cil, whose spontaneous profession, that he acted
without authority, excited an opposite belief,
urged Major Boles, by arguments of a similar
nature, to avert the ruin which the govern-
ment, by their representations  to England,
would entail on him and his family, ( by apology
and acknowledgment of error in his obedience
to the Commander-in-Chief); in which case,
he  should be restored to his rank and office.
Major Boles dreaded dishonour more than he
feared oppression ; and this attempt also failed
of success.
Whether these overtures were the result of a
secret consciousness of injustice, and of fears
for the result, which induced their authors fo-at-
tempt to bribe the injured parties to an implie:d
admission of their guilt, for the purpose of gi-
ving a colour of justification to their own-pro-
ceedings, it is impossible to pronounce : - what-
ever was the motive, the end was not obtained ;
and the attempt, which soon became publicly

‘known, added to the general indignation which
‘already "prevailed. ‘

On the 8th of February, an order of the

&7

+Governor removed Captain Marshall, the Se-
cretary of the military-board, from that office,
to be Paymaster at Vizagapatam, and he was
commanded to quit the Presidency without
delay*. Mr. Roebuck, the Military Paymaster-
General, was at the same time sent with as little
ceremony to the same place, as Commercial-
President, and Mr. Maitland, a gentleman not
in the Company’s service, was removed from
the situation he had held, as a Justice of the
Peace. The appointment of the two former to
offices of trust was a direct admission that no
imputation against their public administration
of the offices they had filled was the cause of
their removal ; but the manner, as well as the
fact, of their removal from offices of much su-
perior emolument and distinction, marked the
proceeding as a measure of punishment, while
the total silence of the order, with regard to the
motives of the measure, seemed to shew, that
the reasons, whatever they might be, were not
fit to be avowed.

The deficiencies of public avowal were sup-
plied by general conjecture. It was remarked

* His application i'o}r a few days leave to adjust his ac.
counts, as Secretary to the military fund, was rejected, and
kis immediate departure ordered, o
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by those who seemed to have access to authentic
information, that Captain Marsnall, whose du-
ties, as Secretary to the Military-Bourd, ren-
dered him the organ of that bowmd, in the en-
forcement of the standing regulations of the
service, relative to the controul of expenditure in
the departments of provisions and military stores,
and field-equipments, had remonstrated against
certam alledged assumption of authority by the
Quarter-Master-General, as contrary to those
regulations, and had animadverted on the pub-
lic inconvenience of innovations which that of-
ficer was stated to be dally attemptmw to intro-
duce, with the apparent view of removing , by
degrees, the authority of the Mlhtary Bo'u'd
to iucrease the influence of that department
over which he presided. It was also remarked,
that Mr. Roebuck, and Mr. Maitland, had, in
» Tecent cause, in which their private fortunes
were at stake, prosecuted to conviction in the
Supreme Court, for perjury and. forgery, ‘two
persons, whose cause the adVlSC‘1S of govern-
ment had induced them to support and de.end
at the public cost, and it was notorious that this
act of the government entailed on tllOse two
gentlemen irretriev able ruin. :
The  interference of the execntue power in
the administration of public justice, is an omen
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of monstrous import in any country, and I can
be at no loss to conjecture the feelings with
which Eﬁglishmen will learn that even some of
the jurymen who pronounced an unpalatable
verdict were visited with proscription. I am
not so intimately acquainted with the civil de-
rangements of this period as to give them in
detail ; the removals were numerous and extra-
Sl'dinary, and comprised a large portion of the
talent and respectability of that branch of the
service, including the Accountant-General, who
will probably have arrived in England long be-
fore this letter, and is perfectly quahﬁed to ren-
der a clear account of any thing he may un-
dertake to explain. Colonel St. Leger too
(who had first signed the charges against Colo-
nel Munro) had, even before Gen. Macdowall’s
departure, in the arrangements formed by the
Quarter- Master-General for composing theforce
for the service in Travancore, been directed to
remain in cantonment with one troop and the
sick of his regiment (the 6th cavalry), while the
remainder of his regiment, and all the dispo-
sable force of the division, was ordered to mar.qh
for actual service, under an officer junior
to Colonel St. Leger. The indignant feelings
of this officer induced him to dispatch to-the
E
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Commander «in - Chief an immediate remon-
strance against this public injury, and to de-
mand a court-martial to vindicate his character :
the measure became known, while the applica-
tion was in course of transmission, the arrange-
ment was corrected, and the intended tnsult
was not allowed to take its ultimate effect. It
would scarcely be credited, were not the fact
indisputable, that this remounstrance gave the
first intimation to the Commander-in- Chief,
public or private, that a force was assemblmg
for field-service in Travancore !

Although many of these and subaequent
circumstances were trivial in themselves, the
whole had considerable influence in actuating
the officers of the army to a combined ex-
pression of their sentiments and when Major-
General Gowdie, who had succeeded by se-
niority, to the command of the army, arrived
at Madras, he found the military officers of his
Majesty’s and the Company’s army umced u,\
resentment against the Governor and his sup-
posed conﬁdentlal advisers, and the civil ‘ser-
vants of the Company, governed by simi-

~ lar feelings, for injuries sustamed by them~

selves.
“To great personal bravery, an overﬂovxmu
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zeal, and that extent of experience, which a
man of small* capacity for observation or’re-
flection can gain from many years of service,
General Gowdie added the quality of inflexible
adherence to opinions once formed, and the re-
putati-on of good-nature. His staff, -selected
chiefly from his kinsmen, were young men not
yet qualified to assist him. The suggestion of
others, or his own sense of the absolute neces-
sity of some man of experience in military de-
tails, to conduct the duties of the Adjutant-
General’s office, led him to renew the overtures
to Major Boles; the General’s influence with
government was promised to effect his restora-
tion to the service and to office, (although again
it was asserted that the everture was nnauthori-
zed,) if the Major would acknowledge error,
and: express contrition: his known want of all
pecuniary resources, except those which he de-
rived from service, was strongly urged ; but he
again declined to sign hjs own condemnation
and dishonour, in a case where he was conscious
of nothing but innocence, and the strict per-
formance of his public duty. _
The officers of the royal regiment of foot
had, after entertaining at their mess the sus-
pended officers of the staff, marked their sense
EQ




59

of the msult offered to their service in the per-
son of their late Commander-in-Chief, by refu-
sing to accept invitations to dinner from the' Go-
vernor, whose Secretary was said to have been
in vain employed to induce a change in their
determination. "The Commander of the forces
undertook the office of mediator, and, after as-
suring them that he considered it to be their
duty to meet him at the Governor’s table, and
would view their refusal as a want of respect to
himself, did succeed in obtaining the perform-
ance of this singular duty.

With a battalion of the 18th regiment of Se-
poys, then in garrison, whose officers ‘had
also declined to accept Sir G. Barlow’s invita~
tions, the General was less successful ; and this

corps, which had only a few days before .

tnarched into Madras, was again marched, at
a great and apparently unnecessary expence to
the public, a distance of 500 miles, to octupy
a post represented as likely to becoine the
grave of any corps that might be stationed
there ! '

- On the 25th of March, a batta]ion"‘o“f"the
11th régiment was also ordered from Madras, as
the Commander of tlie forces is stated to hiave
informed Major Lindsay, who commanded it,
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¢« because Major Boles had been invited to their
< mess;” and on the 27th, although the ex-
ample of the royals and artillery was pleaded,
the order was enforced.

At the same period, Major Sutherland Mac-
dowall, the Deputy Adjutant-General was re-
moved from office; surprized at the measure,
he respectfully applied to the government to
know the cause, but in vain, His application
to the Commander of the forces, for similar in-
formation, produced a reply unique in its kind :
Gen. Gowdie acknowledged the merit and value
of his services, and expressed his regret that
¢ existing circumstances, of which he rwas not
competent to judge,” had deprived him of the
¢« services of a man of such sterling ability,
¢« and for whom he had the strongest personal
<« esteem and regard.” '

Lieut. Stock, assistant in the office of the
Military-Board, whose public and private con-
,duct had conciliated the respect and esteem of
all who knew him, was, on the 24th of 1\/Ia11¢11,
removed, without any reason assigned, to a si-
m__ati_on' of inferior credit, at Vellore. Conjec-
ture in this, as in many other cases, suppHed
the want of better information; and it was re-

’mar,k‘,ed,‘ that Lient. Stock had, for some time,
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dedmed all personal mteu,omse ‘vrth the Quar-
ter-Master-General.

Even the students at the Milifary institution

had their share ot ‘the general proscription ! b

These boys had sent one of their number to
Coventry, for entering the mansion of the Go-
vernor. 'This was one of the branches of pub-
lic establishment, which had been drawn within
the vortex of the Quarter-Master- General s con-
troul. An order from the oovernment appeared
for dispersing the class, professedh founded on
a report from Gen. Govs die, wlnch he declares
he had never made or seen,

‘Even the nomination of an aid- de—camp bv
Gen. G. was objected to, because the officer
named, a young man of exce]lentv chara_cter,
but whom General Macdowall had patroni‘zved
was said to have signed a memorial to the
Court of Duectoxs, of which Gen. Macdowall
was said to lnve taken charge. lee al/eoaz‘zon
was not irue, but the Commander of the xorces
was compelled to give up his choice of an of-
ficer for his own staff, and (as he declared i in a
Jetter to Lieut. Scott, the officer he had promlsed
to appoint,) a friend of the Governor 5 Mxhtary-
Secretary, to whose person he was a strancrer,
was placed in his family as his personal staﬁ'
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The influence of a Commander, thus digni-
fied, could not be expected to produce much
good NIemorials, various in violence and ab-
Slll‘dlty as the tempers of those who composed
them, were drafted and tendered for adoption at
the different stations of the army ; most of these
effusions were abortive, and among them that
most distinguished in absurdity, a surreptitious
copy of which, obtained by this government,
farnished to that of Bengal the text for their
drssertatlon of the 27th of May. An address
to Ma‘]or Boles, (Lieut.-Colonel Capper having
previously embarked for Europe ) was more suc-
cessful, and obtained the signature of 'ﬂmoz«,t
every oﬂicer of the Company’s army, “and of
some of his Majesty’s regiments. 1In this ad-
dress, to the expression of approbation of his
conduct was added an intimation, that an ar-
ranwement had been made for securing, for his
support a sum equal to the allowances of which
he had been deprlved by suspension ; and a
pledce was. Olven, that similar support would be

jprov1ded for every, officer who might, in future,

L S

be. remave& By the government on urounds

of 51m11ar 1nJustlce
The prmmples of this address are so obvrously
isound, .| 111 the Judgment of every drspassmnata
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enquirer, that it is hardly conceivable how any
set of men could deliberately have allowed
‘themselves to sign and act upon it.  You and I,
however, who have witnessed the eagerness
with which our countrymen in India join in
any (plan which has for its apparent object the
relief of merit in distress, can estimate the
strong effect of such a feeling, when applied to
the case of Major Boles, whose want of fortune
was as notorious as the punishment which had
been undeservedly inflicted on him. The ad-
dress, in itself, was imprudent and improper,
even without the clause, which gave a pledge
for future error; but a generous, though er-
roneous, feeling overcame the colder sentiment
of respect and duty to the government, shaken
as that sentiment had been by the numerous
causes, of which I have selected but a few. An
ebullition of equally imprudent but most ho-
nourable feeling in the Captain of the Gover-
nor’s body-guard, who was then serving with
the forces in Travancore, brought the paper in
question to the notice of Sir G. Barlow. This
officer had signed the address to Major Boles;
and having done sb‘,,,dee_méd his cdrj’tinuing-‘to
hold the command of the Governoi’s guards in-
compatible with this “avowed- dissent’ from the
2
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justice of the late proceeding. IHe publicly

and formally, in an official letter, requested
leave to resign his command ; and, at the same
time, viz. the 19th of March, from that abhor-
rence of duplicity, which is the characteristic
of his noble mind, and from a sense of delicacy
to the individual, he stated, in a confidential
form of communication, to his own particalar
friend, then military-secretary to the Gover-
nor, for Sir George Barlow’s personal informa-
tion, the measure in which he had joined, and
the feeling which had produced his resignation.
The Governor, whose feelings never embar-
rassed his determinations, placed this private
and confidential communication on public re-
cord, and when the designs over which he then
brooded were ripe for execution, made it on the
Ist of May, the instrument of ruin to one of the
bravest, noblest, best, most honourable, zealous.
and loyal officers, in that or any other service—-
Captain James Grant.

The discontent of the army had hitherto been
represented, and believed by the Governor, to
be confined to the fiiends of Gen. Macdowali,
or to those of the number who had been dis-
placed from offices of trust and honour. When
the receipt of this address, and intelligence of
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interests of his advisers, the measure had tended
only to increase the general disgust at his rule 5
wisdom or common prudence would have dic-
tated a revision of the measures which had pro-
duced such effects: and I am convinced that
at this period of the scene which I have endea-
voured to describe, the restoration of Colonel
Capper and Major Boles to office, or even their
restoration ¢o the service, by the removal of the
sentence of suspension, would have restored or-
der by an act of justice, as the result of appeals
to England on the removals of other individuals
from the presidency, would have been confi-
dently expected to correct the errors of the local
government. ‘

Measures of conciliation were not however to
the taste of this government or its advisers.
Lord Minto’s letter of the 20th of February,
1809, approving of their conduct had been re-
ceived: extracts from it were circulated to the
stations of the army, and they pursued the ar-
bitrary system of terror with increased vigour
from their confidence in the strength of his sup-
port.
~ The Commander of the Forces onthe 10th of
April, was instructed to combat, by a urcular
letter, the address to Mzgor Boles, which was
supposed to be then in circulation, In this
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the numerous signatures to that document, of
individuals of the first character, both in his
Majesty’s and the Hon. Company’s service, had
shewn to the Governor what nothing but wilful
blindness could prevent his perceiving, that the
discontent, reputed to be partial and unimport-
ant, was only limited in extent by the limits of
his oovernment and that, although he had
filled the vacant offices with men devoted to the
produc tion, he attempted to prevent any con-
tribution for the support of this officer, by sta-
ting that in his, the generals, opinion, Major
Boles had forfeited all claims to the sympathy
of the Army, by rejecting, the overtures which
the General (but without authority ) had
made, and on the acceptance of which he
would have made it his business to get him
reinstated in rank and official situation. The
only effect produced by this humane produc-
tion was to confirm the determination of the
officers to whom it was communicated, in sup-
porting Major Boles, whose conduct they ap-
proved.

The mass of the army treated this letter with
rxdlcule, contrasting the importance therein
dssumed by Genelal G., when he Spoke of
makmcr it his business to obtain the reversal of
an 1mp01t’mt act of the government, on condi-
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tions wholly unauthorized by ihem, with his
recent confession to Lieut. Scott, that he had
not influence even to obtain the appointment of
his own aid-de-camp, for the officer to whom
he had promised that situation in his family.
The seizure of the papers* of individuals,
and the arrest of their confidential writers, T
for examination on oath, as to the papers
they might have copied, were among the
-energetic measures of the day. On the 11th
of April, Captain Barlow, by command of
the Governor, conveyed from the office of
the Military Board two official writers, and a
third young man, who had been in the private
employ of Captain Marshall, to the council-
chamber, where, in presence of Sir G. Barlow,
Mr. Falconar, Lieut. Col. Leith, and Captain
Barlow, the Company’s Advocate examined
them on oath, as to the subject of papers they
might have copied for Captain Marshall, or
* The first attempt of this kind was an exertion of extra-
official and unauthorized-energy on the part of 2 member
of the Board of Trade, who had in 1807 taken on himself
to seize the papers of a gentleman in the civil service. This
was one of the first acts to which sir George Barlow on
bis arrival at Madras had extended the sanction of his ex-
pos.t facto approhatibn, and which has since, according to
general belief, been deemed worthy of respectful imitation,
+ Clerks. )
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others (a point which few writers in India are

competent to state ;) as to the company he

kept; the conversation he was seen to hold ;

and other particulars of a similar nature. Such

is the account given by these men of their ex-

amination, immediately after it occurred, and

when still in a state of agitation, which render-

ed their narrative asindistinct as their evidence
had probably been. Lieut. Col. Barclay, the
town-major, at the same time seized in the
Black-town, a private writer, from the counting-
house of a private gentleman, holding no office
under the government, for similar interoga-.
tory, Mr. James Balfour his master having
been a friend of Gen. Macdowall.

In addition to these public measures of coer-
cion, the commander of the forces was on the
same day directed by the government to super-
sedes, in‘the command of corps, four officers
named to him, as suspected of being indispo-
sed towards the government (‘soupgonne d’étre
suspecte ), and not content with this unreasona-
ble power themselves, they delegated to Gen.
G., whose powers of appreciating merit are
sufficiently notorious, the anthority to exercise
a similar act of coercion whenever his private
information might lead him to think it proper.

When by such means a sufficiency had been
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obtained of what was dignified with the name
of evidence, the public operation of a sys-
tem of general terror commenced by the pro-
mulgation of the general order of the lst of
May, 1809.* _

This order was founded on prwate evamina-
#ions of native writers, probably incapable of
comprehending or reciting the tenor. of the
papers they had copied, if even divested of the
influence of the agitation which I have descri-
bed; on private informations from persons
whose names and credibility, as well as the facts
they professed to state, are said to have been
concealed by the Governor, even from his coun.
cil; and on the private and confidential com-
munication, honestly, but most imprudently
made by Captain Grant to sir George Barlow,
in explanation of the grounds of his personal
conduct. By this order, four officers pf rank
and character were suspended from the Com-
pany’s service in the most disgraceful manner ;
the commandant of artillery was removed from
all military charge and command ; three
other officers, two of whom were of rank, were
deprived of command and appointments on the.
staff of the army ; and the stigma was sent mn

- % Appendix, No. 8.
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pursuit of another who had sailed for Europe.
In the number of these proscriptions were two
officers whose gallantry and distinguished good
conduct on active service had but two short
months before been honoured with the public
and recorded thanks of the government; Lieut.
Col. Chalmers and Sentleger: and the guilt of
the whole was confidently asserted to be ascer-
tained. 'The measures of rigour thus announ-
ced were accompanied by a direct effort to
excite dissension and jealousy between the
King’s and Company’s troops, praising the for-
mer for a forbearance which hitherto they had

not shewn, and the division of the army ser- ’

ving at Hyderabad received an unlooked-for
compliment addressed to them with a like
design. :

A Dburst of universal indignation followed the
promulgation of this order. If men of this
high class, it was observed, were objects of sus-
picion, public accusation ought to be support-
ed by public proof. The fixed principles of
the British constitution and the more rigid let-

ter of martial law entitled them to public trial

before they should suffer public degradation
and punishment. No man’s character, no man’s
situation in life, could be for a moment safe, if
anonymous accusation were considered as con-
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stituting proot; 1l reputation could be whisper-
ed away by wretches whom no epithet of con-
tempt can adequately describe, and if the name
of an officer branded with infamy by the fia¢ of
the Governor of Madras was to be held forth in
public proclamations to the army and the
world, as a man divested of the honourable
principles: which constituted his sole earthly
possession; of all claim to public commisera-
tion, or to the last refuge of the unhappyv—the
sympathy of an afflicted family of which he
was thus declared to be unworthy !

In the case of Col. Robert Bell, the comman-
dant of artillery, the canse of his removal had
been distinctly stated to be < for baving pro-
moted the circulation of a seditious paper
among the officers of the corps of ariiblery at
the Mount ;> a fact asserted in the order, like
every other allegation it contained, to have
been ascertained ; the proof resting on the cre-
dibility of an unknown accuser. The officers
of the artillery at the Mount, with one excep-
tion only, instantly, solemuly, and publicly, in
a most respectful and proper letter addressed
to Col. Bell, declared that he had never, direct-
ly or indirectly, done what was imputed to
him ;* but on the contrary, thathe had-uniform-

* See Appendix, No. 9.
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Iy discouraged the discussion of any of those
questions which agitated the public mind.
Their solemn assertions as officers and men of
honour were disregarded: Col. Bell remained
deprived of military® command; and no parti-
cular delicacy of sentiment can be required for
appreciating the feelings of these officers, thus
virtually, but most distinctly, insulted by the
government, by the imputation of deliberate
falsehood. - The officer who alone did not sign
this declaration, had been gratified on the day of
Col. Bell’s removal by appointment to a staff
office of importance at the Presidency, from
the favour of the Governor in council.

It is confidently asserted, by those who seem
to have had good opportunities of knowing the
facts, that the conclusions of the government,
in. the case of Lieut. Col. Martin and Captain
Marshall, were equally groundless ; the writers
examined having mistaken a most respectful
appeal to the Court of Directors, which they
had copied under the direction of those officers,
for that of an offensive nature on the same ori-
ginal subject to which the questions of the go-
vernment. were directed, and which memorial
itis'notorious that-these two.officers decidedly
disapproved, -and most certainl y did not encou-
rage. Mr. Balfour’s writer had merely copied

F
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for: Captain Coombs, late aid-de-camp of Gen.
Macdowall, the orders-and: documents which
had appeared subsequently to his-departure on
the subject of the Geeneral’s conduct, and which,
as-anact of attention-and justice to-his absent
patton and friend, Captain Coombs had connec-
ted by:a summary of the events -to which. ‘the
documents referred. - Thecharges. against
Lieut. Col. the Hon. A Sentleger were refu-
ted by the written -declaration of . every officer
under his command ; and in ‘the case ‘of the
other officers, with the circumstances of which
‘I.am pot so well acquainted, there  is reason to
_infer an equal degree of exaggeration .orerror:
The - tenor of Lieut. Col. John Bell’s .conduct,
at the ‘mess; at the artillery, at the Mount, had
‘been grossly * falsified- by some ‘of  the corps
. d’espionage. ‘That-high-spirited and highly re-
spected officer, who had recently: arrived.. from
England, uniformly discouraged the-agitation of

political questions; he. firstiaffixed his-mame, as -

truth:and honour -demanded, to: the address to

Col. Robert Bell; disavowing the facts on which:

he had been temoved from command ; but when
it ‘was ' proposed ithat the officers in .a: body

should: wait ontheir late.commandant to :pre-

sent:the testimony,-he combated:this design:in

a speech: of considerable animation, and actu-
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ally succeeded indissuading them froni its adop=
tion, as unnecessary to the justification of: Col.
Robert Bell, -and liable to the imputation of
being an'act. of ostentatious disrespect to: the'
government.  This = strictly = military,  loyaly'
aud respectful conduct of Lieut. Col. John Bell,
was perverted into a seditious oration. He was’

) peremptorily ordered to quit the Mount in twens: |

ty-four hours, andproceed to Seringapatamy.:. =~
‘He strongly felt the unmerited “insult; and’
it is greatly to be feared, or rather certainly . to-

~ be inferred; that' the keen sense of mjury:

on this occasion has strongly influenced his re-:

- cent'criminal and fatal resistance of the authe-:

rity:of ‘the govemment in the garrison of Serm-
gapatam. oo et S
'The comphment w’lnch ‘was oﬂ'ered to - the

subsidiary. force  of :Hyderabad on a want. of

common: ‘feeling: with the rest of the army,
which: a: sense of public duty alonehad hitherto’-

‘induced them to suppress, ‘produced the effect:-

of- giving free vent to-“the long-smothered-
flame:* they :assumed a tone of violence hitherto

~ unexampled; they- declared - to the rest of ‘the’ |

army, by a-circular letter, their union in - the:.
sentiment: oft disgust at the conduct of the go--

- vernigent; -they disclaimed all title to the prof--
fered* commendanon, and. at the moment when'

F9
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Col. Close had been nominated by the govern-: -
ment.to command, thatforce, its officers, in the:
height of that paroxysm of rage which had not -

ygtu\begun to-abate, in a direct add,ress_'_ to :the:
Governor in council; dated the 15th of May, re-
quired the abrogation; of .the general orders
which on the 1st of the ~:;same,mgnt11 ;h-adﬂ;been
1ssued to the army.. S et .

- It is scarcely. poss1ble to concewe a SItua-‘
'_t;on; more extraordinary than. that, in which the
/ ;misex'able~policy of persevering in-a flounder-
Ing series. of error- to.support an original act of
tundamental injustice, had now_ involved the

~government of M,adrvas._k It would. be superflu--

~ous-to.point the inference, which obviously.oc-
curs to the mind, when the officers of an army,
- acknowledged even by the order: of the first of

May to have been ever ¢ no less dlstmfrmshed |
¢ for thexr -obedience- and dlsmphne, than - for.

i _their achievements in- the field,” shrink from

the ‘commendation of the government ul;xey,; serve,.

o and spurn its praises as dishonour. .- iy o0

The. letter of the supreme. government to that; :
of Madras, dated the 27th of May; had, been. .
-recelved and was: about this period- mrcqlated '
for the information of the army. . The effect.of
this, elaborate production did not accord with-
- the apparent expectations. of 1ts author Lord

)

s i

Minto, bred to'the Scotch bar; handled the cause
of the Madras government with Il the ability
of an ‘advocate for his client.  “Hispleading. had
judi?*yioiislythi"éwnb‘ihtb :shade;‘br“'ti)tally omitted,
all the bearings of the‘case which formed the
groundwork of the opp031te ‘argument; beg-
ging  the ‘question on. every disputable point,
‘he introduced * a mass of popular doctrine on
the “principles  of ‘the  British - constitution, in
answer ‘to supposed ‘pretensions, unasserted
claims; and ‘arguments that -had never been
urged. Truisms inapplicable to the case were
clothed in language that did honour to his Lord-
~ship’s talents for: composmon “and their splen-
~dour for a while dazzled the- Judgment of his
:1eaders, althouvh warned '’ aoamst the admlssmn
. of < ‘confused analogy.”" Smoularly enough
the chief object of this essay wasto expose the -
absurdities 'of an imaginary" * ‘memorial, sup- :
posed to be addressed to liim from the officers of
the Madras army, ? whlch ‘as far as adoptlon, '-
SJgnature presentatlon, andavowal are requlred
to constltute an mstrument, had never any ex-

1stence

yout' astonishment ; butI pledge myself that the .~
- memorial never-was presented to Lord Mmto .
~orto any otlier publicauthority, and that it was-
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~This fact will unquestionably excite
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decidedly reprobated by a lar"@e’maibrity of the -

respectable officers of the army. Forty-two
closely printed pages of argument on subjects
~ extremely interesting to the-great body of the
officers, charging them in no very - measured
terms with pretensions, arguments,-and designs
involving the deepest guilt, ' which certainly they
contemplated for the first time in the perusal of
his Lordship’s dissertation, seemed little calcu-
lated by their clrculqtlon to arrest the discussion
‘of the subjects on which they treated : and the
novel ‘doctrine, that slander ‘is disarined of its
sting, andshould be welcomed with respeet when
it ‘had "obtained ‘belief with- high authorities ;

(par.46.) that the promction of legal trial consti-
tutesa ‘¢ manstrous proceeding ;”{ par. 50.) while

its' preventlon ‘was a just, legal, and indisputabe

~ interposition of authority;  (par. 50:) that the
obedierice of the Commandes-in-Chief to this-as-
sumption of power (against which he formerly
protested) is a proof  of its legality 5 (par: 60.)
that in reprimanding an'officer under his com-
mand and one of his immediate staff, the Com-
thander-in-Chief is guilty of sedition’; (p,afi‘:‘ﬁ'?.¢)
and that an Adjutant-general and his deputy,
who'tinder general principles of subordination
- were peculiarly bound to  give the example of

T
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that obedience which it was, their duty to en-
force, should on that occasion have been sub-
ject to the. penalties of sedition for not being
guilty of disobedience to - their. Comrnander-m-
Chief’; (par. 81. ) were propositions so ev1dently
repugnant to reason and justice, that even the
eloquence of a- Governor—General could not
procure them credence... AL e e
It was remarked, however, that a clause of re-
, servation was annexed to the opinion.on each of ‘
i the more: delicate. questlons, which, seemed to
evince a.doubt of its propriety evenin his Lord-
ship’s .mind ; and that he. deswed to_ entrench
himself behind the only g genuine ground name-
ly the. mcompetency of the army,. under any
legal form,to take onthemselves the. dec1510n of
- any quest;lon .whatever.. They tlaced in his
Lordship’s view of the powers of Governor and
Comma,nder-m-Chlef the . centmued mﬂuence ‘
of . that :contest which he had ‘maintajned in
: Corsma@n a subJect of the same nature in which
the canse he argued was his own: and. they re-
gretted that his Lordshlp had. quxtted the. pro—; ;
- fession..of the law ‘before he had attamed xts__,
- highest, hoqus, asthe acknowledged prlvﬂege,
of an,adyocate.to press forward to' decision op
‘the -evidence « of one party, might. have bee_‘,ncg
conected and matuted by the appropmate ha.-“
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bits of the bench,: which - dictate -the delay of

‘decxsmn till both parties have obtained an im-

partlal hearing. : His Lordshlps presence‘on

‘the Coast about, or rather before this period,

might have been highly beneﬁual to the state,
but his elaborate dlsp'xtch tended only to weak-
en his influence. - SR I ST

The farther pelsecutxon of MaJm Boles, for
no other reason that'can be devised, except his
extreme prudence.in withdrawing himself al-

together from society, excited additional indig-
‘nation. -I havealready stated, that he had. been
_twicerefused permission to proceed to England
while it was possible, and freelypermlt‘ted, ‘when

it was impossible: he was now, for the purpose
of proceeding south round the Cape of Good
Hope, transported north to Bengal. - Lleutenant

Colonel St. Leger and, Captam Marshall had

a similar destination. 3 5
- In the progress of that system of mqmsmon

_ wh_lqh nothing. could escape, private.intimation
that Captain Marshall, the proscribed, had-dined
-with the mess . of the Madras regiment, on- his
_route to Visagapatam, had been followed by
- the supersession of Captain Andrews who then
, ‘commanded: “the regiment
: Lleutenant~ColoneII ‘a-man of feeble mtellect
' ﬁlled w1th desire- to mamfest hxs gratxtude to

- His successor.

&
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those who “had procured him' the command of

_the station, officially -reported that the Quar-
‘ter-Master of the regiment at the regimental

mess had alarmed his loyal feelmgs by giving as
a toast, < The friends of the army.” . Congenial
absurdity gave public: 1mportance to this trivial

 circumstance ; by return of post- the proposer

of the toast was'deprived of a staff-appointment
which he had held for several years; and the
officer ‘who had "either seconded the proposal,
or first drank the toast, was sent tosolitary ‘ba-

‘nishmentin an unhealthy hill fort.  These offi~

cers, for whose dismissaland exile no réason had
‘been assigned; requested investigation’; it - was
refused: and ‘another officer, who had beenap-
'p’:‘o“intéd Quarter-Master, hesitating to accept the
‘post,- the officers of the corps welemf'ormedby

“the Lieutenant-Colonel, ¢ that he had received
<« intimation from the Commander of thé forces,

‘e “that such conduct should be followed by the
¢ dispersion of the reglment, Whlch should be

.$¢ -disbanded.” -

" At this period-a detachment was unfortunate-
‘lyofdered from the regiment to'serve as marines

“on’his' Majesty’s ships, (a duty from which it -

“was understood that his Majesty’s troops in-In-
Cdiay had recently been exempted by orders;)and
another detachment ‘was ordered to pxepare for
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" embarkation to Prince of Wales” Island. - For
these duties; the two officers dlready condemned:
without trial were expressly named. in ‘the or-
ders from head-quarters.  This unusual interfe~
rence marked the intended duty asa’ punish- -

ment, and’the reported exémption of his Ma-

_]esty s troops from a duty thus allotted to ‘the

degradamon,and conﬁrmed in the heated mmds"'
of the regiment the belief of its intended-dis-
persion.  Officers and men joined in a determi- -

nation to resist; they confined the Lieutenant-
Colonel Commanding, whose folly had been the

source of ‘the evil, ‘and, joined by the mative-
battalion and attillery ¢ompany in:garrison, re-
solved to maintain the place in- avowed mutiny;
and to open a commumcatnon with the force at :

Hyderabad.

Intelligence of this event, when recewed ab ’
Madras, occasioned ‘considerable alarm: on the
30th. of June, Lieutenant-Colonel ‘Malcolm; -
 who had recently returned from " a mission
to ‘Persia, was appointed to’ commandisthe -
regiment and station, and proceeded to Masux -
hpatam, where he was also nominated president:
of a court of enquiry, ordered::to assemble
there. ~ Employing conciliation - rather.than.
violence, he succeeded tofa.,fgneat,:'fee_xstgm;fi.pfro« o

i
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it was remarked that he had lost the -confidence .

75

claiming  for a time the deluded garrison; but
by this conduct he - offended, and  perhaps
alarmed for their own influence, the advocates of
the coercive system ;- and on his return to the
presidency towards the conclusion of that menth,

of the Governor: as did ‘every man: who at-
tempted by moderation to stop the wild: career
of men irritated to madness, and to lead them:
back by reason and persuasxon to the path of
The actual seizure of the Fort of Masuhpa-
tam by its mutinous garrison, and the: declara-
tion of the subsidiary force at Hyderabad, .}t_hat‘
they  would net obey-the government until the
order of the 1st of May should be rescinded,
seemed to mark ‘the precise period. when the
time for conciliation was past. Every practi-
cable' means had for some time been taken for ob-
taining re-infercements of European troops for.
the purpose of armed coercion . and on the
26th. of July a measure was adopted,  which.
ceftainly -was ~entirely consistent with the: ;,forf‘
mer:proceedings of the government, N

- On that day. it -was resolved to. demand from:
a_lls the. officers - of. the Honourable Company a
solemn’ declaration “on :honour, ¢ That  they.
“ would -obey the orders, and support the au- -
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-«¢ therity of the Honourable the Governor. in

¢ Council.of Fort St. George, agreeably to the
‘. tenor of .the commission which' they held

¢ from . ‘that - government.”” .- The - requisition,
.although -extraordinary, implied no-obligation
‘beyond that which the acceptance of a com-
‘mission: more solemnly:and :unequivocally in-
-volved; and there was a singular. obliquity of

thinking; in supposing that men who. were con-

- sidered to - be determined to abandon:their most -

sacred obligations, should hesitate at the-minor

- guilt.of dissimulation. ~The test however was

accompanied by .a letter to be previously. read

to:the persons required to sign it, containing the
-most unqualified intimation thatthe government
. considered - a great : portion of its  officers to
. be -seditious ; . that -this test was therefore re-
~quired of them for the purpose of ascertaining

these who.were fit to.be trusted, and to such as
-should not instantly sign it, the alternative was

announced of . being removed :from the im-

< mediate -execution-of duty “with: the troops,
«¢.and allowed to remain at anappointed station
< in the receipt : of their ordinary allowances,
¢ until the situation of -affairs, and the temper
¢ of their minds, should -admit of their being
¢ employed with- advantage to the state;” in

- the anticipation of refusal; directions were gi~
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ven to place the: officers of his Majesty’s ser:

wvice ( whose praises were coupled with the sedi-
- tion of the Company’s) in'the command of the-

Company’s ‘troops, and .in the staff situations:
held by.the Company’s officers, -an expecta-
tion not calculated to produce the most coneili-
atory. manner of executing . the instructions,
which, with few exceptions, it fell to'their pro-+

vince to enforce. - The letter concluded with

desiring the native troops to be informed that.
their European officers were engaged in a cri-
minal, pursuit of ebjects; personal to themselves,.
and desirous to involve the nativetroops im their.
guilt, cautioning them to refuse belief to the
suggestions of their officers; holding out:the
expectation of ‘reward to the natives, and order-:
ing force, - if nﬁcessary, to march for eﬁ"ectmrr
the objects described.: 5

« It is worthy of. partxcular remalk that ther »

- officers of .his Majesty’s service had no.cause to
dread the .injuries which. formed ‘the present -
* ground of .discontent in:the Company’s army
-suspension. without-trial, being. a'power which-

no Company’s government.dares: to exercise
over:an officer. excluswely commlsswned by the,:
Kan‘ e R TR Y e e i,
-+ At most of :the stations; ofﬁcers of hlS Ma]es-‘-~
- ty’sservicecommanded ; at the Presidency and -
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the Mount this most ungracious aorder:was com--
municated in the most ungracious manner ; and.
“at Trichinopoly the officers who adopted the al--
ternative of retirement; were. sent like- common-

felons to-confinement, and marched in thesame.

state to Tanjorel o - o0 o o e
. Ofabove twelve hundred officers present with:

- ¢he  Coast-army, only one hundred and fifteen
signed the test. - The triumph of duty .overfeel--
ing prevailed with a few, and a sense of interest:

with many more. - But no stronger proof of.the
impression which the test was calculated to in-

spire could exist, than. the fact, that the effect
" of ‘a measure of which they could have no pre-

vious idea; ‘was on 1100 out of 1200 officers at.

various stations, without - the possibility of pre-
vious concert, exactly: the same, 'that of exei-

ting indignation and disgust. Indeed no man of
sensibility could listen to. such an address with-

~ out that feeling, and. it is-not matter of surprise:

that the alternative. offered ‘was accepted by
nearly the whole, who: rejoiced in an epportu--

nity, which seemed distinctly to inviteitheir tem-.
porary retirement to that private station, which:
 presented itself to  their fancy, as the post of
honour; described: by :the most eminent of::our: .
Poets. I could name to you some hundreds:of

officers, who, with faultering steps-and bleeding
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hearts, were prepared to make the last sacrifice

‘to duty in marching against their deluded bro-.-

ther officers ; ‘who hailed the alternative of re-
tirement, asa reprieve from thebitterest punish..
ment - which- public: authority could ' inflict-
Some indeed have supposed that the measure

» was intended to produce this effect; whileothers,

who think that any thing savouring of huma:
nity, wouldbe a forced coistruction of any part

of the system, have ascribed the measure to a
-still more hateful and incredible source. .. .

.k have - described the result .of the test, at
three -of the principal stations, ‘and shallnow
briefly advert to.what occurred at: the others;
At Bangalore, Colonel: Giblis of - His Majesty’s -
59th, an efficer-whose conduct had particularly
commanded . the respect and confidence of - the
Company’s officers under his command, delay-
ed. obedience to:the order, against which he

- strongly rémonstrated, because,as hehad decla-

red; he wasconfident in theloyalty and obedience
of:every person. underhis command, and was
aware -of the consequences which the'.commu- .
nication . of such anorder must produce on-the
minds of any men jealonsoftheirhonour; hewas
compelled by a.renewed and peremptory order

to enforce. it, and every officerretired. In the
- ceded -districts::and the northern. divigion ‘the .
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officers; with ‘the exception of ‘a few of the
staff; uriiversally‘refused * i Fravancore and
Malabar the: officets 'detlitigd ¢ as my letters
from thetice-describe #iti) s ¥o-aekiowledge the
~ receipt of “an -insult,” Bt agsurédiothieir - com-
manding officets, ‘that:they wouldibe dbedient,
~ and, in every possible extremityy faithfully- per~

form “their:duty: These:commanding ‘sfficers,

Colonel Forbes and Colonel Stewart of-his Ma-

~ jesty’s service, actingwith: discretion stated the

circumstance’ to governnienty:andiwerej it is -

saidystrongly rebuked for preferringireason: .to

violetice. . .At: Nundidroogy-aibattalion:of the |

- 3d regiment of native-infantry,. ‘and" the charge
of 'that: impregnable .garrison;: was left' to-the

senior Subidar;:the-whole of :the. Europear-offi- -

cers,¥including - the - Commandant, having-de -

clined ‘the test, and:retired itowards¥:their:ap-

pointed:exile. : .At.Seringapatam;:soriie indeci-
_sion appears to.: have occurrediwith reffard: to

. the course to:be pursued;:the cifcumstaricesbe-
~ came known tosthe menof the battaliowof ar-
tillery, and:ithe native corps-in:gartison s who
“declared ‘that they :wouldinot: beseparated:from.
their officers ;' Colonel:Davis-commanding the =

| dmsmn, Who had gone*on thes80th oft Jmly 10
. 1‘ e o LT V;\EN v{}eﬂ, .x,;ﬁ} €
s Appendxx, No. 10, MaJor Welsh’s smgulnr letter

_scientiously believe, not one of the officers then

- period of phrenzy pledged themselves.to sup-

~ nounced in public orders to the native troops
-that -a considerable number of their European
‘officers had - renounced their allegiance, and

and called on them to give obedience. exclu-
sively to the *government; and .to those oﬁ"lcers»

mand themv St

v

that garrison to enforce the order, was for a
time detained as a,prisoner, but afterwards re-
leased : - a detachment of his ‘Majesty’s 80th
regiment wassent out of the garrison, which shut
its gates, and determined on absolute resistance,
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel J ohn
Bell, of the artillery. - e e

- In that .gradation - of msamty, produced by
gxtadatlons,of injury; and the ‘re-action of feel-
ings. permitted; to .overstep . the ,Jboundari,es of
duty; the crisis:had now' arrived, which I con--

in. resistance had contemplated, until irritated.
beyond the controul of reason.: They had in a

port each other, and on a mistaken idea of ‘what
banour.required from such a pledge, :tlley-.acted'
‘tog' the injury -of their honour, and to the dis-
grace of the service to which they.belonged.
‘On: the 3d of August the' government an-

were removed  from  the exercise of authority ; -

whom the orovemment mlght appomt to com-
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* On the same date Colonel Close arrived at-
Hyderabady: and- ‘attempted-to take the com-
mand of the force. 'Liéutenant<Colonel Mon-
tresory whor still exeréised  a: limited -command
ovet the detailed duties ofthe troops, met him
and reported their “state ; -his Majesty’s 33d
' regiment being the only. corps: fully under- his
- command: the officers commanding the - other
corps, wished to -enter ‘into:stipulations with
Colonel ‘Close : he demanded’ their obedience,
and-appealed to their feelings-as soldiets, as sub-
jects; and-as men;- in terms which produced the
most evident agitationin their- minds ;- but-with-
-out imimediate suceess. ‘Pinding’ his ‘efforts with
- the officers unavailing, ‘he:addressed himself to
the«na;tiﬁvé:“troops, and,. in*a tone -of f)eculiar
cloquence and -animation; ~demanded of them

to obey‘him asthe officer-appointed by the go-

vernmeént; to whom. their ‘regimental - officers
“were disobedient. " If any man in the service
-could” have effected such -an object,- Colonel
* Close ‘was that man,  Habit and " discipline

‘prevailed. against -him.  The meén obeyed the

-officers inthe customary gradation of command,

- according t_:o‘the,course.of instruction by which
~every ‘soldier is habitually taught to*deem no

“order binding that does* net-come throu gh- its

“appointed channel, ~ After a short and anxietis
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struggle to recall them:to- allégiance, Colonel

Close observed indications of intended violence;
and felt himself<:competled to-démand the only -

alternative ‘which seemed to ‘remain, namely,
that he ‘should‘be';éi*t‘lier their commander, ortheir
prisoner. The field-officers: however, -treated

him with the hwhest veneration, depl ecated: the

idea of - personal disrespect, refused to consider”
him 'as a prisoner; -and appeared to feel most
poignantly the situation in - which they stood.
They had originaly: given way to the violence

of younger men, who had gained ascendancy

from'numbers; and Colonel Close, aftera dlsplay ‘

of ability, firmness, and ardent zeal, which ele~

vated his high character- éven in'the opinion of
those -who most opposed him, left the eanton-
ment "afi:eﬁ"requé'stindf ‘Colonel. Montresor. to

resume " the’ deO'ree of “command-which he had o
“been’ able to-exercise, to avmd tlxe dieadful con-
-sequenoes of totat anarchy SRR A L

- The effect~of ‘this. scene ‘was various as’ the~
‘~-mmds’ which were* -called on-to consider ‘it:

"The senior officers; roused to reflection by the

eloquencex of Colonel Close, viewed' with. - hor-

“ror and.remorse the extent of theu~ guilt s the
youngeér:. and: more “viclent men - ~regolved “on
measures  of extremity. - The natives were at
this time steady in their attachment to their
G 2

e

e




officers; and so much alarmed and provoked at

the , Jdea of, bem separate tom them, and

placed unde1 the command of, young: officers |

from, the I&mg s. servxce, },that they entered into
a, solemn pledtre to each other to. destroy . the

33d rewlment, if it should attempt to oppose
them the cavalry proposmg that they should -

be allowed to charge them first, . Cu‘cumstan-
ces, - wluch acc1dentally occurred tended to

| prove the . reahty of thls feehng, and it was

most fortunate that the . prudence of Colonel
Mehtresor prevented such a catastrophe. f

The .garrison from Maauhpatam, and the |
_ ﬁeld detachment at Jaulna, were summoned to

Jo in, the Hyderabad force, _ whlch had prepared
to march on the 9th of August, but was pre-
_vented by the. temperate and conmhatory re-
mgnstrances of Colonel Montresor The garri-
sgm of Masuhpatam, Whlch had been calmed

_.by Colonel Malcolm s exertlons, When he left

that place on the 22d July, Was, by the sub-
sequently proppsed test, replaced”m mutiny,

R and had determmed to, march on the 8th of

General of She, QOthR\gf :l

17 m announ-

.Appex;dxx, No. 11 N
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cing his intention, to prOceed to the coast;’ for

" the purpose of makmg Titiiself miore acer ately
-acquainted with’ mt‘cumstahces, and etideavour-
.ing to: reclaim the officers to a sensé of théir
-allegiance, - reached MaSuhpatam, and was’ for-

~ 'warded.to Hyderabad Reflection had already

operated powerfully, Colonel Close “oratioll,

for-as'such it emmently desérves to" be distiti-
-guished; had shown toall but the most violent,
‘the. abyss into” ‘which they Were ahout to

plunge ;- they eaorerly ‘caught’ at’ the opemnw

- for escape offered by Lord Minto’s ploclama-
.tion; and; on: the llth of" AuO*ust addxessed a

letter to his Lordslnp, submntmw to His authié-
rity, signed: the test, and asked amnesty f01

_themselves ‘and ‘brother’ officers at othet -
-tions, to whom they ‘earnestly recommiénded

the immediate adoptlon of 'similar meastifés¥.

~ Onthe same’ date a‘scene occurred né"ar‘ Se-
E rlngapatam, of ‘a nature to recall to a'sénse of

_duty all in whom' that sentiment was’ not ut-
terly extmgulshed The leaders of insubordi-

_pation; in that garrison, had ‘summoned to their
-aid- two Dattalions from" Clnttledroog, Whlch:
_bad marched on. the 6th, and, ‘after bemw ‘ha-
: 1assed by the Mysoor horse, placed for thata

* Appendxx, No 12
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purpose, o their route; had; on the 11th, ap.
proached within' fout'imilés “of Seri ngapatam.; -

d'regiment 'of ‘dragoons, his Majesty’s. 59th re-
‘giment of foot, 4" regifient of native cavalry,
and a” battalion” of ‘nativé infantry, both. offi-
- dered- fiom “his Majésty’s corps; had marched

- from’ Bangalore, undet Colohel 'Gibbs, to ‘in-

téfcept ' this detachment: Wetn “out by a
march ‘of 180" miles in‘five *days, the Sepoys

'ﬂ:fﬁbm*Chitt*‘liéd%‘roog;f at*the moment ‘of attack,
- were incapable, had they-bgen'willing; to make

resistance ; and, on the appedraiice of ‘the dra-
gouns joining the’ Mysosie hioise'in the charge,

- thtew = down their’ arms; atid - endeavoured. to

“éscape across 4 nulla, beyond which: aswamp
~of paddy fields would: ‘aid their escape to the
fokt, whence a-detachment 'hadvsallied to make

ooooo

“d'diversion in their favour; all butthe rear

ghatd-had crossed, when the dragbons charged

tlié¢'unarmed and unesisting Seépoys;- and -cut

- down 150" of their number. ' Captain' Mackin-

tosh; “their commander, who had “érossed the
‘nulla, returned to: endeavour té' stop the car-

“miage, and was wounded an d rhade:prisoner; the
“other officers, with abové  one’ thousand men,
. gbt'into" the Fort of Seringipatant without far-

thef Toss, " one “young " officer- lesieepted; who
died from excessive fatigue.” =
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_ Owthe Oth of Augusiy the government had,
by- general orders, pardoned. the nonrCEPAMIS™
sionied Europeam officers and privates. of . the.

Buropean regiments. at:Masulipatam, exglps )
ding the officers as rebels.., Thig order.was, off .
the L4th, read to the regiment by Ggneral Pas

ter.. The men declared that they would.acr ™

cept:of no pardon in, amhich‘"Phﬁ%r*f)fﬁcef s were. -
not, included:s @ considgrable agitation.ensued 5.
but the. proscribed officers at length spceeeded &
in persuading * the-mey. to Felurn 1o #&%? .‘!'?fffyﬁ” -
“and leave-them. to their fate. . . AT

i

_ The government had. re sorted .to. th

a dan gerousd;sgretlen 3 atnd!;;

that after his  failure, it was. absurd to. expect .

. mgst
dangerous- of alli.expedients. to. connteragt, the :}
existing disaffection, by causing letters,to b -

© written to naﬁvwff‘@ev%-ar:ldf@mplqymg;@ggqgs‘,\
to temipt the men, by promises and, other, meags:.
of persuasion, to- desert their Eur@peaanﬁ%rsé .
who were stated, to be unworthy. of respect ang e
obedience. 1t was safe o prust-to such 4 MA} -

o C . . N « 3 ;' 0 SBQ -
 as Coloriel Close the personal exercisé. % st
as Colonel | t may be.added,

more powerful: effects, from. the intervengion .of -

any other agent.:, Byt the very SUCCess. Ofsfa'n’

attem’p.t‘,;vth'us_tl;\fIEQYY:I},?ib!an@,atﬁ)f%WxOEk‘ées?}gtg%l%""‘" v
under the:blind, ;istant,. 'a,qd.;unﬁlontfgﬁk“i_f N
rection of chance, Was sinfinitely more to be,
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ap’p"-‘i%lféﬁdéd than "itS’ﬁilﬂ‘te‘, “and it was fortu=

‘natethat;if‘every instanée that-l have heard of,
the ‘ ifotmly waited
- éiietlieir officers to féjort the factj tredted them ‘
as’ forgéries; and -declared thait these dttempts.
~only bound them:wiore firtaly “in theit: attach-

“the" rédeivers’ of st

CUent TR e

- Thefirst effect -of this syster wassunfortus

“ndte; Tétters, of ‘thie” téndency ‘above de-
detibed, received by -#ative offieers at Jaulna,
“from the office” of the Adjiitiit-generaly were
- immediately - communicated to Jtheir>sificers.
* Phis latge and effective field-force; whensim-
< ritoned to''miarch to Hyderabad, hadresisted
~ the “'measure, ‘and remonstiated aeainst i vio-
“leniée 3 the present’ incideht; added to” thie' in-
télligence’ of the test, ‘threéw its-officérsinto a

“state “of phrenzy ; “they:aetually: miarehied on

~thé  Tath; confident *in" thiesunshak ertrastach-
- ment6f" the' native troops, -ahid: published a

‘mst nflammatory “miaxifesto, “to leiplain the

+ objécts "of their movement. " The dutellimence
ofLord Minto’s proclamationy<and the: sub-
- miggion of ‘the  officers at Hyderabaditeached
- thefn onitheir second  march, andithey:¥eturned
" tostheir formver fromtierstation i wauoisin: -
o riAidaboured s dccount; e stating «thatunearly

the whole of ‘the rebel force from Chittledroog

- 18th of  August; and- the;
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bad been destroyed,” :had been -published-un-
der. the - autliotity of -the- government,-on;the
cunhappy- fate of:the

whole had been -pourtrayed in.a-very moymg

- picture;_inserted: in. the. general. - erders, and

translated: for - the- ;edification - of the: native
tfooPS;m it so- happened that one of the-batta-
lions -at- Hyderabad-was: raised atthe “same

place as. one:of those;stated to- have: been-de-

stroyed, andiboth.corps were nearly connected
Dby family relationships. - The. account of:this

 destruction produged -the -greatest -agitation: in

the. battalion.alluded. to; and through; it i all

_ Afh’eir hu@bdnd,s.;and, brothers - to revenge :their

Eu-

relatives,whe; had:-been v»butghe!?ed*ib;’;?&~ 2
ropeans ; ands, itis difficuls to determine,: whe-
ther the storm; would have burst-on the 33dyre-
giment, have terminated in.a. renewal ofithe
seenescof 1806, ox have involved:the horsots of
‘both,,had mot.a; private letter, which Colanel
Montresor- judiciously. made , public,:, contra-
dicted the official statement.-- On the 30th: of
Augusti:the. governmentthoyght. proper. to
contradigt; their narrative of the; 18th,. butithe
agitations - whichs, have sheen: Pmd‘m YmOng.
the native tr00ps; by the communicationsimade
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to thetm, under’ the authority of government;
are assuming’ the ‘most: serious forms, and I

shadder to. contemplate thew probable conse-
quer}ces. B e R e L

Semngapatarh surren&ered uncandltmnazlly‘

onthe 22d of August; -and all resxstance is ¢on-
sidered to be now at-an-end.

" F'have hastily “described: the pro«rress ‘of ac-
tual l:eswtance and rebellion; not -onl y-from a
dislike: to dwell-on a'subject go painful,: but ﬁ?o‘fn

a ~pjef€s.q-asion~fhét'you will receive itat-length in -
pablic:'documents, -which “you “will of scourse

peruse with the doubts and- reservations  ari-

smgzﬁ'bm the’ e*mmple Whlch I have Just res -

cited. /o

Lord Mmto arrlved on- the 1‘1th ef "Septem-
ber, “and if he sees witli his own eyes;-and hears
with his‘'own ears, he may yet-do-much:. geod,

although:his powers are greatly weakeiied: by -
thewniguarded ‘approbation he bestowedewith- -
out & thorough knowledge ‘of the natwrexof* the o

'&yst&m which he praised. -© i Y g
‘Tinclose, ‘together W1th~eop1eé? of all the ’-pé;%

p‘e'll'*’s‘:!’i-'ﬁpﬁ?Whic‘ih’,l ‘hﬂafve5'-h'it-h‘ento*:refet"red;famad-
dress; stated: to-'be from: the principak inhabi¢-

ants of Mad ras;'t0"Sir'George Batlow; teheran-

swers: and:thanksin-that cheracter;:the Chief

;w»,»;“.,:,

Judge; without his’ colleacme, two members of
the councily ‘the- paftxclpatot‘s 6f his' measures;
withiout the senior preniber,’ ‘who: is ‘stated-to
have opposed them, and an assemblage~of de-
pendants, civil -and military;- mclud’mg ‘the Go-

vernor’s own personal staff, Who, in allusidn to
the official station and habits of its supposed
author, were said to Have beeid: Subpeena’d to
sign ‘what'they liad not been assembled to' prod
pose or: discuss. A very differently signediads
dress'may be expected to Lord Minto : a meet+
ing has beeri: regularly: announced by the She-
riff; and thesentiments towards his predeeéssor
wills«proeure him ‘abundant congratulations,
although he ‘does not himself prec1sely corre-
spondswith the: notion we- have: formed; from
someé examples yet fondly remembered; of ¢4

» patmot‘ Giovernor=General.”? = - b

- Sir@ebrge; since he, like the non-¢onfarming
officers;-hasibeen obliged: fo  retireifor:the pre-
sentifroms the finctions of that office; is said to
claim, for his'measure of influencing the bepays,
the whole merit of subduing insurrection: - No-
thing can be more completely unfounded - the
Sepoys: ddhered even to the bad cause-of their -
officetsy until: the: moment: of “their submission,
- withs ansattachment -at whieh all’ must rejoice,
who know how. to look beyond the present mo=
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ment. for the means of permanent prosperity in
India. To the eﬁ'ect of Col. Close’ s address to
the European officers at H yderabad, their con-
sequent reflection on_ the evils of civil war, and
other. countless mlschxefs necessamly resulting
from the fatal system ‘they ‘had .adopted, and,

above all, to the opening for ‘hope: aﬁ'orded :

by: Lord Minto’ s opportune: proclamation, of
the 20th of July, must. be ascribed. the re-
«tarn. of the - msubordmate to: duty and obedl-
ence. : I T S
What may be the concl’uswn is-a specu]atlon
at .this moment of the utmost. anxiety: to all
those (and they -constitute the whole mass of
socmty), who-have friends they esteem, deeply
mvolved in measures which they ecannot-but
condemn, and who feel an. mterest in-the fature
prosperity of India. May the Almlghty grant
firmness and dec1510n to our present ruler, to in-
Alict . with -promptitude; and according te due
-eourse .of trial, those dreadful punishments,
“without Whlch the - future exercise of govern-

ment must be lmpractxcable : and this work of

‘imperious necessity, once over, ‘and the requi-

-site mercy . extended to minor oﬁ'enders, may '

the Source of all Mercy pour into his heart
_‘the w1sdom to. correct, ,by a. radical change,

those errors in the recent system, which we
view as- the chlef cause of all the evﬂs we‘ de-

plore I

“f m\;sf S
L My dear G"""’“ :
e, e Yours, &C-
Madrd& Sept 1“" e
f3fff'1809

s b
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ot CH;ABGE“ . SECRNT I
“WE the: undersrgned Officers do heleby ‘charge
Lient, -Col Mumo, quarter-master-general of the a%‘
my, and captam in the Madras European reglment
‘with conduct unbecommg the. character of an oﬂicer 1
2 gentleman in the following 1nstance, viz. =
t In havmg, in his plan for the abohtlon of the tent con-
ract lately held by officers commandmg natrve corps
made use of false and infamous insinuations. thereIl)J ’
tendmo' to injure our characters as officers, a;rc} othery:
wise' 1njunous to our chzuacters as gentleme:r

S
Igned by th“'ty -two Oﬁicers Com;mandmgiCorps.

_'Letter
. havmg already appealed in the daﬂy Prmts, have on

- account of their length been omitted by the Editor
b

- such' extracts only bemg retained, as appeared to be

D TN e

, gdb

tributed to them
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No. 2.

MFM’ ORIAL from the OFFICERS commandmg Na-

11ve CoRrPs upon the Establishment of Fort St.
GEORGE, to the Hon. Court of Dmmrons oftiu
Hon. Eas1- INDIA COMPANY, &c :

’ SHEWETH, o :

"1, That we, “the underswned Memonahsts, officers,
¢ommanding native corps upon the Madras Establish-
ment, iave thie hionour, with all deference and: réspect,
to solicit the attention of your Honourable: Court to- the

* subject of our appeal,- ~which-we,: -with the utmost duty
"and submlssmn, offer to your consrderatron‘

9."Y our Memorialistsbeg to state, ‘that Captam Jonw
MUNRo, ‘of the European reginient on- this Establish-
‘ment, and quarter-master—veneral of the' army, delivered
‘some months sincetothe Commander-m—Chlef at Madras,
‘certain proposals, bearing date 30 June, 1808, recom-
mending the abolrtron of the tent' contract, which, on
the 1st of July last _was _taken from officers. command—
mg natwe corps i in your army, - at Madms. o

3. ‘«V hether the tent contract, as consrstent wrth the
31: the pubhc servrce, should or should not have

s)
continued to exist, is a subgcct your Memoriahsts wﬂl ;

not presume to trouble “your. Honourable Court upon 4
but certain atticles whrch the Quarter-Master -Gener alhas

mserted in his’ proposals, as motives that prevarled wxilr
him for recomnrendmg the abohtron of the tent conhact
your Memonahsts have to observe, 10 less excrted their
burpnse, than drd the feehnO‘s of poignant concern, in

_perceiving. euch dishonour: le prmcrples 50 unj justl y at-

T A PR AT TR i TR T T TR
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4. Your Memorialists will here furnish the extracts
from the Quarter-Master-General's proposals, on which
they ground their complaint to your Honourable Court: —

¢ Six years experience of the practical effects of the
‘ existing system of the camp-equipage equipment of
¢ thenative army has afforded means of forming ajudg-
‘¢ ment relative to its advantages and efficiency, which
* were not possessed by the persons who proposed its
¢ introduction ; and an attentive examination of its
¢ operations during that period of time has suggested
¢¢ the following observations regarding it:—By grant-
¢ ing the same allowance in peace and war for the
¢¢ equipment of a native corps, while the expences in-
¢ cidental to that charge are unavoidably much great-
“ er in war than in peace, it places the interest and
¢ duty of officers commanding native corps in direct
‘¢ opposition to one another; it makes it their interest
*¢ that their corps should not bein astate of efficiency
¢ fit for field-service, and therefore furnishes strong
‘¢ inducements to neglect their most important duties.
¢ By charging commanding officers of corps with
¢ extensive concerns, immediately affecting' their pri-
¢¢ vate interests, it calculated, particularly in the field,
¢ to divert their attention and their pursuit from the
¢t discipline and management of their corps; objects
¢ that should furnish them with sufficient employment
¢¢ for the whole of their time.
{Signed) ¢ JOHN:- MUNRO,
¢ Quarter-Master-General of the Army.”

5. Your Memorialists, w.lth the Justest sentirr{ehts of
deference to your Hon. Court, beg to state that these
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articles unequivocally convey a most cruel and wantfm
insult, as well as an injurious aspersion (we. all feel it)
{o officers who have faithfully servcc‘l their 'country,
many for nearly 30 years, some more ; in .aﬂirmmg, that
upon the experience and observation of six years; form-
ed upon the judgment of practical effect, it appears,
officers commanding native corps have sfrong induce-
ments; from interest, to neglect their most LmPortant du-f
ties, in. exder that their corps should not be in a state o
efficiency fit for field-service. '

6. Your Memorialists conceive that these assertxo.ns,
in their.application with regard to time, anc.l‘ operatmr;
with respect to effect, are no less than ac'cusmg them 1(;
having sacrificed the interests and security -ot th? pub-
lic sexvice for a base purposc, and of having ?rlola.ted
that‘ trust which your Honourable Co.urt, ?Jyh‘lc_‘h:Go-
vernment, and which the Commander.-ln-chu.:f,_. in cer-
tain confidence place in them. Your l\f[emor}ahst?_ per-
cei;re in them also an insinuation of a.x‘l uttcl:' derellct.lon
of the pride of military spirit, in their having a wltslh,
from pecuniary motives, not to be prepared to meet the

i their country. , ‘
en;l.n,i ;;;i?sl;d ﬁrith };hose painful sensations, _which
such serious imputations cannot fail to create, your Mfg-
morialists, in several instances, without delay, and;mih
all pessible respect, _separately ad(,re%sid jchemseh es f)
his Excellency the Commander-in-cher?Lgeu'tenantgG( .
nerat Bay MAcDOWALL, upon the su‘q;eft of the Quar-
ter-Master-General's allegations. His hxce}len.cy had%
the condescension to answer the’ scverna‘l g:_p'phcahons )
appeal ; butin a circular reply, qbser.vmg‘m substanc;,
that as he had not been consulted with regard to the
H
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abohtlon of the tent contr act, he d1d not féel” himself
at hberty to lnterfere in any” rnatter connected wrth ili
subject upon mdlvxdlml apphcatlon . ‘
8. Your Memonahsts have to state to your Honour-
able Court that in consequence of’ this - notification
feellng the 1n3ury done them by the msmuatrons in thf:

Quarter-Master-C‘eneral’s mxnute, they adopted the ‘

mcans of redress wlnch appeared to them tobe most con
sistent, vuth thelr ldeas of Justlce, and, with the dut :
they owe to thcn supenors, submlttecf to thelr 1mmed.1y-
ate pr111c1pal the Commandel -m-Chzef the’ substance
of their complamts, in the form of a mrlrtary charge ;
but ﬁndmw that this molle was con51dered by the Jud, e-,
Advocate-General to be ir regular or meﬁ'ectual towafds
the delcatron of thelr injured feeun(rs, they respectfull
abrde by that opinion for the present and have sohcrtezlr
a suspension of the dlrect char g against the individual,
while they appealcd to the candour and Justlce of your
Houourable Court, trustmw 1t may pIease them 1o drrder
an mvestwatlon of the' subject, asfrom’ an- 1nvestlgatlon
alone can they hope for a- removal ‘of the d1sg1aceful
1mpressron ‘which the insinuations in'the’ Quarter-Mas-
ter- General’s proposals are calculated to produce and
which your Memorialists in conﬁdence beg to zlssure

your Honourable Court are equ'tll y ‘unfounded'in fict as

they are injurious to the chalact(,rs of the oﬂlcels of the
Honourable Company sarmy. - ' T
A Your Memorlahsts have further to state to your
llonourable Oourt that had the Quarter-Master-Gene-
tr}al promul«rated hls mgurrous msmuatlons, serious ‘as
ey are, in his capacrty of” Captam in the Europcan
regiment, a ~ conscious mtewrlty might, from- the re-.
pugnance your Memorialists' feel to complain, have

s G
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“thority of the Quarter-Master- General of the Army, your:

- ties. WlllCl’l the publlc service expects and requn‘es from
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treated them probably with a dlgmﬁcd silence, or with
prlvate dissuasive admonition ; but, armed with the au-

Memorialists are of opmlon that they “obtaina conse-
quence and consrderatlon, _Wthh it is apprehended by
them, cannot fail to influence the publlc mrnd _niot only
‘in India, but in’ Europe and create a behef that &
Quarter-Master-General could not posslbly erulate
such seriotis “assertions, agamst a body of officers of
that army of whlch heis Quarter-Master-General wrth—
out an exxstmg Just cause. y ,-
10 ‘To: remove: such an 1mpress1on, and to estabhsh
upon mcontrovertrble testlmony, that tlre oﬂ'lcels com-
mandmg native corps have falthfully fulﬁlled those du-

them, are. the primary obJects Whlch gave blrth tothat
sohcltu.de on the part of your ! ‘Vlemorlahsts, foran inves-
tlwatlon A secondary object is to stamp. w1th due ef-
fect the nature of that offence in plomulgatmo- such se-
~rious'and erroneous nntter, so hwhly mjuuous to their
characters as officers - and O'entlemen, as Well as to
' the respectablllty of the Honourable Compan) s servrce
m general e SR
"~ 11. Your Memorxahsts auxrously hope, that when
the macrmtude of the sub_]ect ‘of which they complam
- shall. be taken mto consrderatlon by your Honourable
Court, it will fully appear | to your Judo‘ment that they'
~are not actuated in their appeal by any fnvolous or un-
re'rsonably, enacrous prmmples, on. any. obJect ot
stuctly connected w1th that: perfect modemtlon and
temperate pursul of Justrce, which - your Honoulable
Court, in 1ts “wisdom and consrderatlon, are ev et dlS-s

'HQ
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posed to attend to, : with those who, under the feeling
and firm persuasion of Just complamt clann your pro-
tection antl support. -

12.: Yout Memonahsts, throu gh'the medium of then‘
immediate Saperior, his’ E’xcellency the Commander-m—-
Chief; Lieut. Gen. Hay MAC‘DO WAL,_,, transmit their
memotial ;- and in relying upOn ‘that distinguished Hi-
bérality -and ‘geﬁdness vihich have: 1nvar1ably marked
hisattentions to them, to- give their cause that support’
whichin his’ 3udgment it may desérve’; they will with-
every sentiment of profound respect and deference sub-
ml@lve}y Wait for, ‘and: 'obedlently conform to such de-

comes wholly unnecessary on our part to enter mto any
further explanatxon for his Excellency s information

- ¢The long series of years whlch the Commander-in-
Cluef has served with the. Goa,staa.rmy, and that. benign
goodness with: whlch he ‘has mvanably, both-in his -
public and, pnvate chalacter,, dxstmO‘ulshed many.of
those- who now. appeal through his . authority, under-a
perlod of painful concgrn, creates every confidence and
hope that his. Excellency. will, asour immediate. supes
rior, condescend to hqnour our memonal with: such as.
mstance and support .as. m‘lus Judgment the: subject

- has claim to ; and Wlllchz we are fully persuaded;
cisioti; ‘as;your Honourable Court shall, in the Justness , ' c annot fa1l to give it the mo,st nnpartlal mtrodlwkmn«tn
" of yﬂm"vhsdom, deﬁermme upot their cause. ﬂg the attentlon of the H,on. Court of Directors. Ay

\Madras, ; ~'Signed by thuty-two Oﬂicers, < Madras Estabhshment Dec. 1808.” = ...
Dec. 1808. =+~ - €ommanding Native Corps

[Slgned by 32 Oﬂicerg commandmg Na,t;m (;ongs.]

. £
RN S T

[This was rejected by Sir GEoreE BARLOW, and
returned to Genetal:M A¢p6 WAL, 1 "

To the ADJUTANT GENERAL of the ARMY.

“ SIR— We the under-mentioned Officers, command-
»mg nattvc corps upon this Establishment, have the ho-
nour fo forward the accompanyme; memoual .which
we: request you W1ll lay before his It xcellency. the. Com-
mander-in- Ch)ef Licut. General Hay MACBOWALL,
and whrch we have to- solicit. h:s Exceﬂency will take -
such'- ‘Theasures as to hlm may appear most. suitable: for
the transmrsswn of the same. to the Hon Court.of Dl—

ectors. : ‘ :

“The Commander-m-Chlef bemg a]ready S0 we}l ,
acquamted w1th the general and partlcular circumstances
that e"'we rise to the 1mmed1ate sub;ect mf a.ppcal, it be-

Lt ‘No.'s. ,
E‘{tract——GENERAL ORDERS, 17th January 1809.
ﬂis Excellency the Commander-m-Chxef is pleased

to " direct that officers commandmw dwlsxons, sta
tions, corps, or ‘detachments of corps, . shall, on the
teceipt of orders directing the movément of any part of
the ‘troops under thelr command, forward by the same |
day’s Post a copy of such otdets to the oﬂice of thq_'
Adjutant-General of the Army, under 51m1lar exs
ceptmns to that contamed in the Ath parawraph of the
7th “section of the code ‘of regulatlons respectm«r spes
cial orders from the seéret (Iepaltment of govemmetrt 3
when such’ copies shall be addressed personally to the
Commander-in-Chief or oﬁicer qommandmmfhe forces“, (’
and superscnbed———Secret o

A
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GEA‘NER'A‘L ()ré’D‘ERs ~By THE COMMA'NDER’-IN-CHIEFi
¢ Head Quart‘ers, Chouliry Y Plam, Jan. 25; 1809.

T The moment is now arrived when Lleutenant Ge-' .

neral M<Dowall is to take leave of the Company s army,
whose ardent courage, conisummate dlsmphne? and per-
severing firmness, have been displayed in the achleve-
ments of those brilliant exploits which have secured its
own glory, and added to the Brrtlsh Empu'e extensive
~ fertile regions of mcalculab]e ‘value and importance,

May your patnotrsm, valour, and worth, be acknow-

ledged and rewarded by your Kmtr and the East-Indra
Company, in proportron as they are known and, appre-
ciated by your Commander-in-Chief! -

¢ Had Llcut (:eneral M¢Dowall succeeded to the .

. high-and- envrable ofﬁce with allthe ady antawes enjoyed
by his predecebsors, he would, upon first assuming the
command, have promulgated his sentiments on so flat-
termg an cvent; but the circumstances of his appomt—
ment were so humrhatmg and unpropitious, that he de-

chned addressing the army, in the anxious. hope” that
the Court ‘of ‘Directors ~might, on fmther delibera- -

tion,. be md uced to restone him to:his rlght by altermg
the new and extmordmary forms of ‘government, and
have enabled ‘him to exer cise the. functron .of his sta,tron,
v as the reprcscnt'ttlve of the: army, thh honour to the
' eervlce and credit to hunself no plospect of such an
: ce bemg at all probable, in, justice 1 to the army
and lo Iy liis own character, he has deterrmned to retlre.

¢ On qulttmg a country. whele he_ has passed the
greatest partof hrs hfe, and where he _possesses man)

S o
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dear and respectable friends, Lieut.-General M‘Dowall
cannot’ view his separatron from a body of men he is
sincerely-attached to, without suffering the most painful
sensations from the nature of. the service he can have
little chance of ever meeting with . them again,. but he is
bound to declare: that the ‘whole of their conduct meets
with  his entire: approbation, and he will boldly affirm,
without ‘danger of contradlctron, that his Majesty has
not; in any. part of his* dominions, a more loyal; patn-
otic, and ‘valiant class of soldiers and’ subjects, ‘than the
oﬁicers composing the army at Fort St. George That\
success may contmue to attend their steps ; "that therr
déaily bought laurels may never decay ; and that their
bravery and drscrphne may gather addltronal Wreaths
in the field of honour, is the smcere prayer of a man who
er forgetthem! ‘
mu w (Slfned) S «F, CAPPER
B IR AdJ‘-Gen.Aofth,e Army it

‘ ‘No" 5.

GENERAL ORDE RS.

(1. O By the Commander-m-( href
| Head— Quarters, (,houlh X Plam,
: U Jan.28,1809.
The 1mmed1ate departure of General Macdowall from .
* Madras wrll prevent his pmsumfr the desxgn of brmgmg‘ »
L. Col Munro, Quarter-Master-General to tnal for
dlsrespect to the Commander«m-sChref for dlsobedr-v[
ence of orders, and for contempt of mrhtary authonty, in
havmo' resorted to the power ot the crvrl govemment‘
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Iy defiance of the judgment of the officer atthe head of

the-army; who had placed him under arrest on charges
‘preferred against him by a number of oﬂ‘icers command
ing mative corps ; in consequence of which appeal di-
rect to the Honourable the President in Council, Lieut.
Gen. Macdowall has received a posmve order from the
thef Secre'tary, to. hberate Lxeut Ool Munm from
arrest. . - ;

Such conduct on 1 the part of Lleut Col. Munro‘bemg
destructlve of subordmatmn, subversive of military dis-
cipline, a violation of the sacred rights of the Commander-
in-Chief, and holding out a most dangerous exampleto

:th.e service; Lieut. Gen Macdowall in support of the
dignity of the profession, and his own station and cha-
racter, feels it mcumbent on him te express his strong
disapprobation of Lieut. Col. Munro’s proceedings, and
considers it a- solemn duty imposed upon - hufn to r;pn-
mand Lieut, Col. Munro in general orders s And he is
hereby reprlmanded accordingly.

T e e o TBOLES,
Dep AdJ Gen

 Noo6. o
GEN ERAL ORDERS.—By Government.

o < Fort St George,
o  Fan. 81,1809,
. It has recently come to the knewledge of tb,e Go—
vernor in Council, that Lieutenant-general M‘Dowall
: é}d, prevxously to hxs embarkation from the Prpmdency
leave, to be pubhshed to the army, 3 gen.eral order, da:
: SR

1_05

“ted 28th inst. in the highest: degree disrespectful to the

author Lty of the government ; in ‘which that officer-has
presumed to found a public censure ‘on an act:adopted
under the 1mmed1ate authority of the Goverrior in Coun«
cil, and to convey insinuations grossly derogatory. to
the character of the govex nment; and subversive of mili-
tary discipline, and ofthe foundation of public authority.
The resignation of L1eutenant—Genera1 M¢Dowall of the
command of the army of Fort St. George not having
been yet received, it becomes the: duty of the Governor
in Councll in: qonsgderahon of the violent and inflam-
matory - proceedmgs of that officer, in the present, and
_en ether recent- ©0ECcasions, and for the purpose of prevent=
ing the repetmon of further acts of outrage, to anticipate
the period of his expected tesignation, and to annul the
appointment of Lleutenant-General M¢Dowall to: the
command of the army of this Presidency . Lieutenant-
General M‘ Dowall is accordingly her:by removed from
the station of Conunander-m-chlef of the Forces at Fort

St. George. :
4 - The Governor in Council must lament w1th the

deepest regret the necessity of resorting to an extreme

measure of this nature ; but whena ‘manifest ‘endeavour
has been used to bring into. degradation the supreme
public authority, - it is essential that the vindication
should not be less signal-than ‘the eﬁ'en(}e 5 and thata
memo‘rab}e ‘example: should be given that proceedings.
subersive of esta;bhshed order can find no security under.
the sanctwn of rzmk however h;crh orof station ,hoygeyez
exdlted.” o ; -
-4 The general mtder in questxon havmg been circula-
ted under thev slgnature of the Deputy . Ad Jutant-G‘éneral_
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of the army, it must have been known to that officer,
s

tha.t in glvmg gilrrency’,t’b'a‘ paper of this offensive des
scription, he wasacting in direct viol'ation‘ofrhisduty:;

the government, “as no authority -can justify the execu-
: ' -

tion of an illegal act, connected as that act-obviously in

;;lheP‘Y‘CSentmsc has been with views of the most repre.
ti eI‘S“’]e"athre, the Governor in"'COuncilv~:thinks""ff or
1;) ?al;]'ibh’lz highest displeasure of the conduct dfﬁ)\’dar')er"
Boles, by dirccting that he shall b nded from he
Company’s service. Bl T esusp endegl:-from' the
P N ST s
. pifb];? g;peml order left by the Commandei-in-Chief
publication; under date 28th inst. is dir a |
o Py cony wnder date 28 st."is directed to b
exp“ll»;:ged from every public record, and the Aéljuiantc

Ge e ) . . .
neral of the Army will immediately circulate the ne-

«ccss_‘é}i}:r'v(‘)'irdersffbf}ﬂlii't purpose, ' =
o “("",-By,qrder of the Hon. Gov. in Council, - N
:v‘«" A e N - . ’ ‘ v‘jay .
“ Geo.'BucHAN. .
Sec. to Government.”

- No. 7.

._EXtm,Ct from the Officers -at,Nundidroég T
right thlf? sbﬁiht Hon. Lord Minto has 'admitted the
1ght of soldiers on some occasions to* . consider the

o T SR > Ceasi -consider::
22;:?? ?Pd tendgncy Of orders : under this sancti’;h‘tvl:(‘e‘
o 'C‘:n Y tfPlff‘Of;i_‘st_‘g:vg‘ains‘t measures, which, if peréevéreg

, cannot. fail to ruin' our Honou blo mactore. We.

o _ ir Honourable masters. We:

ls)ee the evil already far advanced ; we behold the prob o
lel consequences of the present e

for the fate of British India,”

t system ; and we shudder
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. 0. By, the Honourable, the Governor in Council,;
0 Fert St George, the Lst of May, 1809.
"The zeal and discipline by which the military esta-
blishment of Fort St. George had long been distinguish-
ed, induced the Goyernor in Council to expect that the
measures which the violent and intemperate acts of the

late Commander-in-Chief, had . imposed on ‘the Govern-
ment, would be received by all the officers of the army
with the sentiments of respect and. obedience prcsgifibed
by the Principles,' of military '.subdrd:inatiqn‘; and due
to the government by which those measures. were adopt-

_ed, as well as to. the authorities ‘to which ‘they were

111tima,té1y referred. The Governor mCouncﬂ has how-
eifvexjéléarned with a degree of surprise proportionateto -
the confidence which he reposed in the discipline ofthe
army, that soon after the departure of the late Comman-~
der-in-Chief, proceedings of the most unjustifiable na-.
ture, and correspondent to ‘the ’examplet which he had
afforded, were pursued by”‘ce‘rtéjr; officers of the army.
The most reprehensible of those pfocéédingé consisted
in the ;k‘ptepara.tidﬁ of a paper addressed to the Right

Honourable the Governor-General, purpotting to be a
reinai;str‘éiﬁée ini the name of t‘v‘hé_\atﬁiy‘féfgéinst‘ ‘the acts
of the government under which it ‘serves.’ That paper
is not more hoiétiqutb"thé a;uﬂmfity of this government
thap to the first principles of allgovernment.
* If thnintains opinio s directly adverse to thé constitu-

tion of the’ British service, and is caleulated to destroy
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every foundation of discipline, obedience, and fidelity. |

The secrecy observed in ‘Preparing this sed
prgjeﬁted‘ for some time the discovery of'th
.gafged‘in.ﬂ;atv‘ proceeding. - But it has now been ascer.
tamed t:hgt Captain Josiah Marshall, late Secretar to tel: .
Military Board, and LieptenanifCoionéi-éébrge~f~§71art' ¥
}ately Pe#mi’tt@d to pro‘ééed:, t&)‘E’ﬂgl(‘lhd. were ‘rinu'l,
pally concerned in ”pr,eparing‘-u and c‘irciﬂ;tiﬁg. afe : mc;:

itious paper,
€ persons-en-

morial in, question ; and’ that Lieutenant-Colonel, the
it 2 v

:Tio?fqufablq Arthur Sentleger‘Waé active in promoting
its ctrcu'l&ti@n;‘ employing the influence v;"hichvhé deri lzg
.frqm the iinpqr’tapt command c:'onﬁdéd“ to‘.i him b 1:h'
government, for the purpose of atiezﬁbﬁhg thev\sﬁl{vé ?
s10‘niof its authority, and spreading disaffection arﬁ .
the troops which it had entrusted to his charge among
wlnt has _;a!vscz)" been ’ ascg:rt@ihed;. ) that :Ma‘jbr‘ :fohﬁ De'-
pvorgan has been active in the circulation of the me-
']'L‘?l.e._(;;‘-ovemor in QQ!;_nciI is.also under the ne(;éésity of
notu‘:‘u}g‘ another paper of a most,aangéfous ‘f/‘eﬁdénc
Iatelv).'r{xy_z‘l circulation at some of the niﬂitérj Stafionjsr,.
| pufppfﬁpg to be an address from the Officers of th’
qrmy’tq Ma‘jor Boles, the latevDeputy Adjﬁtaﬁt-G eneralg
In thbls‘:addre\sf‘s a right is assumed to d,écidenoh. the act.
of th(_;.goygrnment,‘ byfcondemniing‘in' unqﬁéliﬁe'd térﬁxz
the sentence of suspension passed on Major Boles ; and
‘an .cncol;ragement is held out to other otﬁceié fo x:iolaté
?heuf d}fty to the government, by affording a pécuniar :
1n(‘ien'm1ﬁcation‘ not only to MaJorBoles, but to all sﬁcﬁ
qﬁl.(:(?rs as shall suffer by any " vernment
x_YI_u-ch‘_thg{Subsqribe'rs to the address may deem. ex cep-
txonable.\ This paper, so;incbrxipatiblé:v'ﬁth‘th,é militdf?.

acf of the government -
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character, and so repugnantto the first principles of
military discipline and govermment, was forced-on the
attention of the Governer by Captain James Grant,
Commandant of his bbdy-guard, who, while holding
that confidential situation, and éniployed by order of the
Governor in Council tinder the Résident at Tri’ibaﬁctjre,
transmitted & copy of the paper to be laid before the
Governor with an avowal that he had affixed his sig-
nature toit, and a defence of the grounds on which he
adopted that proceeding. R S
It has also been ascertained, that a paper of a similar
tendency has been circulatéd among the officers of the
corps of artillery at the Mount, and that its circulation
has been promoted by Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Bell,
the, officer comimanding thatcorps. =~
The Governor in Council regrets that he is obliged to
notice also the conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Chalmers
(commanding in Travancore,) and Lieutenant-Colonel
Cuppage (lately commanding in Malabar, and employ-.
ed with the troops under his ‘Orde’rs'ivn,‘Travancore,)
‘who appear tohave taken no steps whatever either to re-
press, ot report to the government the improper proceed-
ings. pursued by. part of the troops under their orders.
It is not sufficient for officers holding. co;ﬁﬁiﬁh@S,;v to
avoid- a- participatién in such proceedings ; it is their -
positive and indispensable duty to adopt the most
decided measures -for their Vsuplxy)rgssidn; .and (tbrr‘e'p,qrt_ :
them o their superior authorities.
It has futther been ascertained that Captain J. M.
Coombs Assistant Quarter-Master-General in Aysore,
‘has been concerned in these reprehensible proceedings..
It becomes the painful duty of the Governorin Coun-
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" cil to mark with the displeasure of the government the
~ conduct of the abovementloned oﬂicers, who have been

enaaged ina course of measures equally dangerous to the:

' existence of discipline, to the foundations of legal govern-
ment, and to the interests of-their country. -
- The: undermentloned Officers are accordingly - dec]a-

. xed to be suspended from the service of the Honourable

Company until® the pleasure of the Honourable the
Court of Directors shall be known :

' L1eutenant Colonel the H onourab[e Arthur %entleger

. "Major John De Morgan R

Captain Josiah Marshall, and

- Captain James Grant, - :

" Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant Robert. Bell is  re-
moved from all military . eharge and command until
the pleasure of the Honourable the - Court of Directors

k shall be kigwn : but he is permitted to draw his regimen-
tal pay. and allowances. L

~ Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant Chalmers is removed

~ from the command of the subsidiary force:in Zravan-

" .core.

: ‘
: 'The undermentloned oﬂicers are rem,oved from thelr

.staﬁ'-appomtments, and ordered to_join- the cy,orp,s to

f whlch they s tand attached :

*; Liieutenant- Colonel. Cuppage, AdJutant-General and

B .Captam J. M. Coombs.
- ..'T'he Governor-in Counoll considers it to be proper to
avad himself of this occasion to correct a misapprehen-

- sion highly dangerous in its tendency, which has arisen

.in the minds of some of - the officers of the army with
: regard to the nature of the authonty of the Governor in
‘L_onnctl This mlaappreheneton appears to have origina«
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ted in - the gener al order pubhshed by the late Comman-
der-in-Chicefon the c)Sth of January, last, from which it
might be’ mferred that the authonty of the Governor in
Council is only of a c1v1l nature H whereas by the ex,

-press enactment’ of the 1ewlslatnre, the entire civil and
‘military - government of the Pres1dency of Fort St.

Gleorge: and 1ts aependencles is vested in the Govetnor

-in: Couneil. Ttis therefore to be

dxstmctly understood,

that no officer, . of whatever rank, while serving under
the Presidency of Fort St. George, can, without incur-
ring the penalties of disobedience to ‘the legislature of

his country, issue any order in violation, or to the dero-
_gation of . the ‘authority of the «overnment ~and that
every. oﬂicer complymg with “an order of that descrip-
tion under any. pretence wha,tever, renders himself liable '
 to the forfeiture of the service, . and to such len‘al penal-
 ties as the nature of the case may demand _

“‘While the Governor  in. Council. deems it to be' pro-
per to afford the foregoing explanatlon, he feels himself
at the same time bound to acknowledge that the princi-
ples to which he has adverted, had neverbeen called in
question until the publication of the abovementtoned ‘
order of the late Commander-in-Chief; on the contrary,
these pnncxples had been invariably acted: upon by the
government and by :the officers of the army of this
Presidency, who have been. no_less dlstmgulshed for
their obedxence 'md d1s01phne, than for then achleve~ :

ments in the field.

"The Governor in Council also experiences the most™ "
sincere satlsfactlon in publlshmg his conviction’ that‘
the ma;onty of the army have resisted all partwl-

i patlon in the improper and dangerous ploceedm(rs’
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' .By brder of Major General Gowdie,

e

described in this order ; and it is an act of justice to the -

troops of his Majesty’s service to declare his entire
approbation of the order, discipline, and steady adhe-
rence to duty, whichi they have invariably manifested.
The information before the government does not en-
able the Governor in Council to vdistinguisht by the ezé-
p’ll'eSSion’of his approbation all the troops of’ the Com-
.pany’s-se'rvice that have manifested the same disposi-
tions ; but he deems it to be proper to notice on this oc-
casion the satisfactory and exemplary conduct of the

| p?.rt"bf the army composing the - Hyderabad subsi-
diary force. The Honourable the Governor in Coun-

cil is also‘ confident that such officers as have inadver-
tfantly 'yie.lded'yto‘the misrepresentations of individuals
who have been engaged in the prosecution of designs

" equally fafal to the honour and to the interests of the

army, will in future manifest in the service of the go-
vernment the obedience, fidelity, and zeal, which con-

st:ttute the first principles of their profession, which
hitherto distinguished the army, and which are indis-

pensable to the prosperity of the» British Empire in

‘By’;‘v?fder of the Honourable the Governor in Council.

T (Signed) A, FALCONAR,

'Cuier Sec. 10 Gov.

 Commanding the drmy.

‘e supposed, fhatthe
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To ,,Lieutenant%001onels Cbmmandépﬁté_ R(’T)v‘ﬁ;«:l‘m" :BE#IJ’.
oSy . RIS SRR
JERR . 'The Officers of the Axtillery now at St.
Thomas’s Mount have_learnt with extreme regret, that
by the orders of government, under date the 1st of May

1809, you have been removed fj;om‘ the' command of -

their cqrps.land thjispaj.ntonment.

Permit us upon this occasion to “expres's to “you the

happiness we have 1 \ngfcxpe‘riepced in your society, as
an individual ;_the high respgct we entertain for .your
military character, and the conviction with which we
ei;xe thoroughly i}lnpfressgd“ of ypﬁt being on-every -oc-

casion actusted by a generous zeal fr the publie service,
“apd the purest ’p,rip’giplcspf private virtue, and profes-

smnal honour. With "sjuch sentiments of esteem, itmay
cause stated by government for the
suspension of - your fu netions has greatly distressed us

and firmly believing, as W'e:‘d"o, that the Governor in

Council must, on this occasion, have received informa-

tidri.;\:‘e{ga;'dinl‘gj you, altogether incorrect, we seize this
eaxly.,o?pqrtunity, in justice to you and to ourselves,
to make this solemn and unequivocal declaration, that
you have neither directly nox i.ndir‘ectlyl countenanced,

or influenced the circulation of any papers of the ten-

dé'n’éy'alllgded to in_’thvé’ above order ; on the contrary,

you have invariably . evinced f).t‘h‘eh greatest disinclina-

tion to making any comments whatever upon late oc-

currences. .

5

With feelings of “t‘he":high'eét"réspect‘ and with a sin-
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cete hopé that w
‘happiness of being under your command
- We remain, Sir, re Well

. n, 8ir, your sincere Well-wishers :

. @nd very obedient Servants, |
- (Signed) " Joun Ber, Lieut. Col
) . nd Twenty-cight Artillery-Officers

N TQ »JCQI,; DAr;s; :_Commandingv ‘
Sy,
.. lhavethis moming received yo  offcial
Igtter? : gwm qojrer toa copy ofg: a Ietgj‘(:'fzr‘:lm‘gz?:;:f
:r};ent, under date the 26th ult.; and have in reply to state
| at I tendered the paper‘in due form to all :'.tﬁe'oiﬁcers?
pmsgnt. lfere, who (unanimously) refused to signit. I
h-::we delivered over the comrand to'Supa(iai' Bh ol
Sing, a most respectable and. good soldier, whom ;'ho?il
some tr?uble to persuade to supersede ;ﬁs Eure .
officers in the command of the ‘corps and stati I"I‘etaln
enclosed will fully explain any thing farther. S
HAugl‘lj_st;‘wb"t}}, 1809. T have the honour ;O'bé &e.
‘ Signed) Lw—y

© oo late Majore -

. N, 1. , P I T
Extract 'fr\gm‘Lordi Mmto ’s VPfocIa.mation of ‘Gené I g |
. Orderof the 20th July, 1809, -
" »‘ Thef",‘_’“??‘*“f’ of this i;fﬂicﬁpg event%,:, féc;.rnﬁinedrwith'vr'
| 3e gg(xtatlc;)r};.wbhl;chj ‘unhappily prevails -among the offic

ot Tumy o Metpean,

€ may s"don‘ again enjoy the hqﬁpﬁiﬁ and

»

0y

Mysore.: -
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cers of the army of Fort St. George, renders it the duty
of the Governor-General to proceed without delay to that
Presidency, in the hope of being enabled successfully:
to appeal to those sentiments of loyalty and attachment
to their King and their Country, which his Lordship in
Gouncil yet confidently ascribes to the general body- of -
the officers of the Coast-army, whose zeal, fidelity, and

professional achievements have hitherto been the theme
- of just and unq‘ualiﬁed applause, and by an accurate

knowledge of all circumstances which have attended
the late agitation, to devise such means as may best
tend to avert the impending dangers of anarchy and
insubordination, and re-establish the foundations . of
public security and national prosperity in thls lmpot-

 tant branch. of the British Empite. "

R S

|  Secunderahad, 11th August, 1809,

We the undersigned officers of the Company’s army,
‘attached to the Hyderabad subsidiary force, awfully im-

pressed with a sense of the dangers that threaten the
country, and not less actuated by those pure sentiments

of loyalty and patriotism, fro’m. ‘which we have never.

departed, beg leave to assure you that' we attribute

the want of success of Coldnel‘\‘Clqse’_vs x_ni's_s_ion to.the
sudden and unexpected manner in whlch he presented
the test that was proposed for our signatures; relying

however, as we are now disposed to do, upon the jus-
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. tige, msdom, and clemency of" your Lordship, we do not
Hesitate in avowing our determination to abide: by your,
Ligrdship’s decision ; and as a,proof of the smcerity oﬁ

- our pnnmples, Tave sub&%nbed the test which new ace
companies this addyess: at the sanie time most! earnesﬂ_m ,
appealing to- yom’ Lordship’s generosity for graiiting a)
general amnesty ‘tous and to all th“bse who hawe beeibens;;

' gaged invthe late: withappy events, 7Tt ey

To the nght Honourable Lord Mmto, &c. &c. &c, '

3
1 (;.»{ ‘ " i .
% Clrcular to the Statmns;of the ,Army L

The* dbove address with the ' tést Has” been slgned‘

plore theu- brother oﬁicers to adopt as speedlly as possx-
ble. -

| (Signed)” Tpe Offigers of the H 5. Forec.?
JA8th August, 1809 :

“ A

‘and dlsp'\tched by all-the.officérs of the force: impeti-? - .
ous cnrcumstdnces demanded -and mature reflection im- ‘
pelled them to the measure “which they ‘earnestly i im-




