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- PRELIMINARY.

N
This work is divided imto two parts :
. 1. Eatracts from the Journals of Parliament,
and other State Papers, c.
II Observatzons and Deductzons, amma from :
\ ‘ P— -

tke precedmg data

,IT is‘ 'sbmeWhat uncommon td affix, the data in
thls manner ; but if the reader W111 Lmdly ref‘ram
hls cr1t1c1sm, he WIll dlscover 1ts absolute neces—

s1ty, in order that he should Wlth the author, be

. ultlmately convmced, < that excluswe charters and




( vi)

privileges are contrary to the principles of a free |

people, and to Magna Charta.”’

¢ That such exclusive privileges have been al«
most invariably gained through the disgraceful

medium of corruption and of bribery.”

 That the honourable the East India Com-
pany’s monopoly is a great grievance ; ‘and that its

R O ,»'“‘

present charter the Company have substantially

forfelted o

The author has to note, that the prmted Journals
of Parliament commenced but W1th the relgn of
Philip and Mary, and are frequently erased He

cou'ld however, have readlly added abundance of

snmlar data, but he truste that enough is exhl-
bited ; especmlly when it is observed “that the .
PEERs cou]d not, m 1775 obtam 2 sight of those |

| East Indla charters, of Wthh TEN had been sub-

0

T

( vii )
mi‘tted ‘to the Commons House in 1755, and the
whole TweENTY-FOUR (see Part IL p‘. 73,) at
length happily discovered, and exhibited on the
table of that House in 172!

ERRATA.
" Fage '35, for 1694, read 1695.
o 152, for 900 willions, read 600 willions,
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PART 1.

ExrtracTs from JoURNALS of the
Houses of PArLIAMENT, and
other STATE Papers, &c.




% : : ’ ‘ t o f - 7th and Stk Ap;zl 1554. le‘y

, -BILLS were read ¢ restraining ‘merchants ﬁ'om
V‘: . , importing a:greater valuein merchandise than that
; . I ~ exported:” and, ¢ that one-fifth-of the imports
| o | ‘ : | ~ should be in bullion or coin.” ' Negatived.
. o S o e - 20th April, 1555.— Mr. Speaker declared, that™
| o i L R o ‘z o at a previous conference Mr. Story had, kneeling,
assured the Queen, that he (Mr. Speakerj had not
: T T T R T opened :to her highness that licences might be
o o ; - restrained, as hath been. spoken in- the House.”
| o , Whereupon Mr. Speaker prayed-the advice of the
o ’ ' ‘ . : _ House: ¢ For that it seemeth to the House, that
; | ~ o S v ‘M. Story spake .of good zeal. The fault toward
i , | | . ~ - ' i’ Mr. Speaker, and the House, is remitted.”
| ’ \ i 5th. March, 4th and 5th P. and Mary. ——A blll
i o L . : 1 passed for confirmation of letters patents.”” Mr.
T ‘ ‘ ' : : Copley, one of'the House, having spoken unreve-
' ' | ~ rent words of the Queen’s majesty, concerning the
bill  for confirmation of patents,” saying, that he
feared the Queen might thereby give away the
crown from the right inheritors—The House

‘ » o ommanded, (on the complaint of the Queen), that
; | S | L — N " Mr. Copley should be reprimanded. He pleaded

1
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~ his youth ; but was committed to the serjeant-at-

arms. |

The Golden Speech of Queen Elzabéth to her last
Pdr'lz'ament, Now. 30, 1601.

Her majesty being set under state in the Coun-
cil Chamber, at Whitehall, the speaker, accom-
‘panied with privy-councillors, besides knights and
burgesses of the lower House, to the number of
- eight:score, presenting themselves at her majesty’s
. feet, for that so graciously. and speedily she had
heard and yielded to her subjects desires; and
proclaimed “the- same in: their: heaung, as. fol-
Joweth : SRR '
. Mr. Speaker, e : :

“ We perceive your coming is to present thanks
to us. ~Kmow, I accept them with no less joy
tha.n'your;~1oves .can have desire to offer such a
present, and do more esteem it-than any treasuré,
‘or riches, for those we know how to prize, but

Joyalty, love, and thanks, I account.them inva-

luable.” 'And. though God hath raised me" high,
:yet I account the glory of my crown that 1 have
reigned with your loves. :This makes that I do
not so much rejoice that ‘God hath made me to be
a Queen over so thankful a. people, and to be the
.means under God to conserve you in safety, and

<preserve you from danger, yea, to be the instru-.
.ment to deliver you from dishonour, from shame, -

rand from infamy, to keep you from out of servi-

.tude,. and from slavery under our enemies, and‘»

~ ciuel tyranny, and vile oppression intended égains;t

us; for the better understanding whereof, we take,
very acceptable, their intended helps, and chiefly
in that it manifesteth your loves and largeness of
hearts to your sovereign. Of myself I must say
this, I never was any greedy scraping grasper, nor
a strict fast-holdmg prince, nor yet a waster, my
heart was never set upon any worldly goods, but
only for my subjects good.

- ¢ What you do bestow on me I will not hoard’
up, . but receive it to bestow on you ag‘ain; yea,
mine own properties I account yours to bée ex-
pended for your good, and your eyes shall see the
bestowing of it for your welfare.

-« Mr. Speaker, I wish you and ther rest to stand
up, (they were kneeling), for I fear I shall yet
trouble you with longer speech.

- ¢ Mr.-Speaker, you-give me thanks, but I am
more to thank you, and I charge you thank them
of the lower House from me, for had I not recéived
knowledge from you, I might a fallen into the lapse
of an error, only for want of ¢rue information. :
~ « Since I was Queen, yet did I never put my
pen to any grant, but upon pretext and semblance
made me, tfxat it was for‘\t,he good and avail of my

-subjects GENERALLY, though private profit

to some of my ancient servants who have de-
served well: but that my grants shall be made
grievances to my people, and oppressions, to be pri-

’
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vileged under colowr of our patents, our prmcely
dignity shall not suffer it.

“ When 1 heard it I could give no rest unto my

thoughts wniil I had reformed i, and those vare -

lets, lewd persons, abusers of my bounty, shall know
I will not sufferit.

“ And, Mr. Speaker, tell the House from me,
I take it exceeding grateful, that the knowledge of

these things are come unto me from them. And
though, amongst them, the principal members are-
‘such as are not touched in private, and therefore

need not speak from any feeling of the grief, vet
we have heard that other gentlemen also of the
House, who stand -as free, have spoken as freely
in it which gives us to know, that no respects or
interests have proved them, other thau the minds
they bear to suffer no diminution of our honour
and our subjects love unto us. The zeal of which
affection, tending to ease my people, and kait their
hearts unfo us, I embrace with a princely care far
above all earthly treasures. 1 esteem my people’s
love,more than which I desire not to merit; andGod
that gave me here to sit, and placed me over you,
knows that I never respected myself, but as your

good was conserved in me ; yet what dangers, what

practices, and what perils I have passed, some, if

not all. of.you, know ; but none of these things do

move me, or ever made me fear, but 1t s God that

; hfith dehvered me.

i

(7))

« And in my.governing this land, I have ever
set the judgment-day before mine eyes, and so to
rule, as I shall be judged, and answer before a
higher judge, to whose judgment-seat 1 do appeal,
in that never thought was cherished tn my heart,
that tended not to my people’s good. , '

« And if my princely bounty have been abnsed
and my grants turned to the hurt of my people con-
trary to my will and meaning, or if any in autho-
rity under me have neglected or converted what. 1
have committed unto them, I hope God will not. .
lay their culps to my charge.

¢ To be a king, and wear a crown, is a thmO‘
more glorious to them that see it, than it’s plea-
sant to them that bear it. .

« For myself, I never was so much 1nt1ced with
the glorious name of a king, or the royal authority
of a queen, as delighted that God hath made me
his instrument to maintain his truth and glory, and
to defend this kmgdom from dishonour, damage,
tyranny, and oppression. But should I ascribe
any of these things. to myself, or my sexly weak-

ness, I were not worthy to live, and of all, most

unworthy of the mercies I have received at God’s
hands, - but to God only and Wholly all is. glven as
ascribed. . :

¢« The cares and troubles of a crown I cannot
more fitly resemble than to the drugs of a learned

. phisitian, perfumed with some aromatical savour,

or to bitter pills gilded ever, by which they are
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made more aceeptable, or less- oﬁ'enswe, which,

Indeed, are bitter and unpleasant to take; and for
my own part, were it not for consciénce sake to
discharge the duty that God hath lay’d upon me,
nnd tn maintain his glory, and keep you in safety,
m mine own disposition, I should be willing to
resign the place I hold to any other, and glad to be

freed of the glory with the labours, for it is not my

desire to live nor to reign longer than my life and

- reign shall be for your good. And though you

have had, and may have, many mightier and wiser
princes sitting in this seat, yet you never had, nor
shall have, any that will love you better. :

- % Thus, Mr. Speaker, I commend me to your
loyal ‘loves, and yours to my best care and your

_ further councils; and I pray you, Mr. Controuler

and Mr. Secretary, and you of my council, that

before these gentlemen depart into their country’ s,

you bring them all to kiss my hand.” -

Genuine Copy—Collection of State Papers —
Lord Bishop qf Bangm |

23d March, 1603, 1 Jae. I.—This pedantlc and
most subtle prince, opened the parliament with a
long speech of two hours, but having forgotten to

send for the lower House, he came again to the

Peers a few days afterwards, and repeated it. Soon
after business had commenced, Sir Robert Wroth,
one of the knights for Essex, moved, * That mat-

“ters of most importance might be handled;” and

o
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amongst others; « that par twular and. private pa--
tents, commonly called monopolies, .should be
considered.”. A committee was appointed.

5th April, 1604, -2 Jac. I.—1In consequence of
the House refusing to expel Sir-F. Goodwyn; who
had been duly returned a knight for Bucking-

“hamshire, the Speaker reported that he had been -

sent for by the King, and amongst other intimi-
dating e\:pressions relative to such knight, the
king said, ¢ he was now distracted in judgment;
‘therefore, for his further satisfaction, he desired and
commanded, As AN ABsorLuTE Kixg, that there

' might be a conference between the House and the

Jupags, relative to the matter of Sir F. G.””

15t May, 1604, 2 Jac. I.—A letter from his ma-
jesty to the House, touching their tardy proceed-
ings in the matter of the union with Scotland,
read publicly at the board by Sir Thomas Lake,
standing by the clerk, as one best acquainted with
the  King’s ‘hand and phrase. It commences,

 « Ye see with what clearness-and sinceritie 1 have

behaved myself in this earande,” &c.; and again,
¢« T ‘proteste to-God, the fruictes thairof will
cheiflie tende to youre owen uell, prospentle, and '
increase of strenth and greatnes.”” -
‘215t May, 1604.—Sir Edwyn ' Sandys maketh a
large report from the committee. on. the- bill
-« for all merchants to have free liberty of trade
into all countries, as is used in all -other coun-
tries ;> and © for the enlargement of ‘trade for ‘his’
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~ majesty’s subjects into foreign countries.” It

beginneth thus, ¢ The committees from the House
. of Commons sat five whole afternoons upon this
bill ; there was a great concourse of clothiers and

merchants of all parts qf‘ the realm, and especially

- of London, who were so divided, as that all the
clothiers, and, in effect, all the merchants of Eng-
land complained grievously of the engrossing and

- restraint of trade by the rich merchants of London,
as being to the undoing, or great hindrance, of a/l
the rest; and of London merchants three parts

Joined in the same complaint against the fourth

part, and of that fourth part some standing stiffly
for their own company, yet repining at other
companies. Divers writings and informations were
exhibited on both parts: learned counsel was
" heard for the bill, and divers of the principal alder-
men of Loundon against it. ~All reasons exactly
weighed and examined.”” The bill, together with
the reasons on both sides was returned, and re-
ported by the committees to the House, where,
at the third reading, it was three several days
- debated, and, in the end, paSsed with great consent
and applause of the House, (as being for the
exceeding benefit-of the land) scarce forty voices
dissenting from it.”> (N.B. The houses in those
times seldom consisted of less than three to four
hundred members). . , -
* The most weighty reasons for the enlargement
of trade : | e

« NaruraL Rricur. All free subjects are
Bdrn inheritable, as to their land, so also to the
free exercise of their industry in those trades
whereto they apply themselves, and whereby they

are to live. Merchandise being the chief and
" richest of all other, and of greater extent and

jmportance than all the rest, IT I§ AGAINST THE -
NATURAL RIGHT AND LIBERTY OF THE SUB-

. JECTS OF ENGLAND TO RESTRAIN IT INTO THE

HANDS OF SOME FEW, AS Now 1T 18,” &c.

« JupcmexT oF Parviamext. The law
stands for it; the law of 12th Henry VII. re-
strained all charters which had their origin in un-
true suggestious. It ‘is true, that at the end f)f
that reign such a fictitious charter was again
obtained, but those bad men, Empson and Dudley,
the instruments of ,(forruptis,ﬁli, were concerned in

" jt.  This act then, of Hen. VIL. was in force T1LL

rHE REIGN OF QUEEN ELIZABETH.
« ExampLEs OF Narioxs. The example of
all other nations generally, in the world, who avoid,

» in themselves, and hate in us, this monopolizing

~way' of traffic; for it cannot be otherwise cou,.nte‘d
‘than a monopoly, when so large a commodity is
restrained into the hands of so few in proportion,

to the prejudice of all other, who, by law ami :

natural right, might have interest therein. .

« WeaLTH. The increase of wealth generally

of all the land, by the ready vent of ALL t‘he\com-s

modities to the merchants at HIGHER rates; fo;z

A e ST S T g K Al A
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where ‘dear at home, must sell dear abroad. This

also will make our people more industrious.

- ¢ EQUAL DISTRIBUTION. The more EkQUAL
distribution of the wealth of the land, which is a
great stability and strength to the realm, even as
the equal distributing of the nourishment in a man’s
body. ‘ B i
"¢ SrrENGTH.  The increase of shipping, and
especially of mariners, in all ports of the king-
dom. .

“ PROFIT TO THE CROWN ‘The increase of’cus—
tom and subsidy to the King, which doth necessa-
rily follow the increase of foreign traffic and wealth,
and they which say otherwise, will say any thing.

“ DissorLvineg Companies. This (projected)
act dissolveth no company, taketh away no good.

‘government. Those orders in companies, which

tend to monopoly, it abrogateth. Orders for ne-
cessary contribution to public charges, it esta- |
blisheth ; the rest it leaves as it found them, nei- -

ther in a worse state nor better. It is weakness
tosay that a greater multitude cannot be governed ;
for so, neither Kings in their dominiens and sub-
jects, nor cities, in their amplitude, should in-
crease. If for matter of merchandise there were
ne such government at all, as in France, at Stade,
or in the Low Countries, where there are the best
merchants in the world, yet provident men would
consult and join together in what would tend to
the general safety and benefit. |

I

s
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« Agarnst LonNpon. This act is in favour of
London, unless we will confine it to some 200
men’s purses. The REST OF THE city oF Lox-
DON, TOGETHER WITH THE WHOLE REALM, sue

" mainly for this bill, and they cry, they are undone,
if it should be crossed. '

« Ixyury 1o THE REVENUE. The duties can -
be as well collected at the out-ports as they can be
in that of London.”” N.B. The entry on the jour-
nals, superintended by Sir E. Sandys himself.

' 6th June, 1604, 2 Jac. I.—On the third readmg :
of the bill for « free trade with all the world,” the
motion;, that it should be i in force for twelve years,
negatived ; the words, ¢ FOR EVER,  agreed to,
and the bill was passed. o

5th July, 1604.—The Lords require a confer-
ence relative to such bill. -

- 6th July, 1604.—S1R Fraxcis Bacox return-
eth from the Lords, and reporteth the conference
concerning the bill for « free trade.””  Moved, and
in part agreed, that, beinga matter of great impor-
tance to the state, some commissioners might be
‘named, to consider of the frame of a bill of that

subject against ‘the mext session. Next day the
King prorogued the parliament. !

od Session, 5th Now. 1605.—After this lapse of

~sixteen months, - ¢ Sir George Somers moveth,
‘touching an incorporation of merchants (the Spa-

" nish company), since the last parlzament, granted
by letters patents from his mayesty.”” This bill:

T R R R
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was ultimately passed into a law. ~In the preced-

ing evening 36 barrels of gunpowder were found
under the House of Peers.

16tk April, 1606. In.the committee for exa-

mining the innumerable patents of the crown, and -
~especially that granted to the Duke of Leneux, for -

searching and sealing, and which may still be
heard of at the custom-house, Mr. Hitchcock, (as
council against such grant) remarked, that in all
these grievous acts of the crown, they were facita
conditia ; as they expressed, * so it be, ad bonum
respublice, ad bonum principis.”” Resolved, that
such grant to the Duke of Leneux, was a griev-
ance.

od May, 1606. —Sir Edwyn Sand_/s reported |

from the conference touching the bill for free trade
with Spain ; remarked, that in the Spanish charter
of Henry VI1II. there was no restraint upon ather
merchants. This bill was passed into a law.

3d Session, 18th Nov. 1606, 4th Jac. 1.—This
King, in his speech, alluding to the distresses of
his people from the universal ménopolies which
erown grants had occasioned, 'said ¢ every man
must acknowledge it to be commodious that, with
all nations in amity and peace, there should be
freedom of commerce and traffic.”’ i

- 938d May, 1610, 8th Jac. I.—The celebrated
_petition of the Commons to the King, in conse-
“quence of his majesty having, both by message and

-speech, commanded a restraint of speech in debat-

TR TR T TR TR R TR T W T T TR

(15 )
ing, and asserted his right of imposing duties up-
on the subjects goods, they demand ‘the - ﬁeedom
of speech, &c. '
12th April; 1614, 12 Jae. I.—Sir Wm. Stmwde

~ moved for a bill for free trade, as the Londouers

had, during the last session, got a patent through

the lord treasurer (Bacon), ““ to prohibit all officers -

to make entrles of any goods not brought in by
that company.”

18th Apml 1614. — On the bill, agaansx'

taxes and impositions of mexchants, Sir Dudley
Degges said, “ that when Edward the Confessor
got 51ght of 20,0004 collected from Danegilt, his
conscience struck him, and commanded no more
should be gathered.” :

- Mr. Hackwill < wished his tongue might cleave

to the roof of his mouth, if he d1d th support and
speak to this bill,”” &c. '

Mr. Whatson: < If forty hearts xt should have

it
- 20¢th April, 1614.—-—'—-0n the report on the French

Company’s Charter; Mr. Duncombe said, that
“ free trade was every man’s inheritance and burth-

right. That this A VERY WICKED charter, being.

the undoing of- many thousand families of spinsters,
weavers, &c.”” concluded, ¢ it may be brought in,
and cancelled, &c¢. and their punishment referred

“to a further consideration.” —Mr. Serjeant Mon-
‘tague said, that when London named, he sum-
moned. Speaketh not for the patent. ¢ The law

J
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of MacNA-CrARTA general for the liberty of mer- |

chants in trading.” —Mr. Middleton said that the
company would deliver up their patent, but they
sought - impunity ; he moved, * that this patent
may be pAMNED.”—Mr. Whitelocke said, that in
5 Edward III. Lions and Peach were fined
and imprisoned for( obtaining licences from the
crown.

17th May, 1614 Mr; Martin, as couocﬂ ‘for

the Virginia Company, amongst other things, ob-

served, that ¢ if there had been a present profit
€. Columbus would have been .acceptable to
Henry VIL” -His speech gave such offence that
he was the next day, on his knees, reprimanded by
the Speaker s '

20th May, 1614.—In consequence of the O'eneral

* distress. of the mer chants, the merchants adven-
turers patent, as ancient as the time of Thomas 3 .

Becket, was called in by the House.

Gth Feb. 1620, 18 Jac. I.—Mr. Glanvyle on the
scarcity of coin. ¢ The mint has oNLY CEASED
SINCE THE Easrt Inp1a CoMPANY HAD AN
ESPECIAL PATENT TO CARRY OUT COIN. * This

company has’conﬁdence; they willdefend it against

all.”>  Moved < that it should be referred to the

committee for grievances, and that the East India

Company should bring to it their patent.”

26th Feb. 1620.—On the scarcity of money,r Sir

William Herricke said, ¢ heretofore two millions

- per annum cained at the mint; since the East

(17 )
Indw Company up, lLittle’  Sir Edward Coke,

« the East India Company, the chief cause of

scarcity of money. Never leave before to any, to
carry out any money ; £100,000 per annum h-
cence: He is not of that company; they inter-
cepted the licence before it could get into that

house: the goods zmpmted are more than those

exported.”  Sir Edward bandys said, ¢ that
£100,000, annually brought in from the West
Indies; now nothing.” Sir Edward Gyles, « the
East India Company do not carry the money out
of Encrland but meeteth Spamsh money on the
way.”  Sir Thomas Row (one of the company,
and late Envoy EXTRAORDINARY to India) said
that ¢ not £30,000 per annum . camed by the
company.”’

25th Aprd, 19 Jac I-——The bll] brought in
which gave the free liberty of fishing in New-
foundland; the Virginia Company having aban-
dor"led‘ the exclusive mght,,whlch their charter
had given them.

18th Dec. 16‘21 19 Jac I-—A celebrated pro-
testation in favour of the_lr liberties, and an ab-
horrence of the King’s arbitrary conduct this day
-agreed upon'.‘ In‘\the margin, * the King in
council, having sent for the Journals, fore thes
Protestation out with his own hand.”—N.B. In
, hese'.Joumals there are numberless omissions and
erasures. - .

. Q4th, Feb 1623, 21 Jac. I-—After a lapse of

C rL
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14 months, a new parhament was called, and Sir

T dward Coke moved for a select committee ¢ to
eXamine the causes of the great want of trade and
money ;” ¢ the ekportations,‘ 98 Edward 1II1.
fhrice as much as the i'r‘npo"rtati’on; now, it far
exceeds the exportation.” Moved * to have the
patents of monopoly brought m to Such com-
mittee.”’ :
' 17th Mmclz, 1694.—Sir Edwmd Coke, from the
committee of grievances, ¢ that they have con-
demned the patent of 3d Nov. 18 Jac. to Sir F.
Gorge, for a plantatlon in New England, there being
a clause init, ¢ that no subject of England should
visit that coast under pam ‘of forfeiture of ship and
goods. The patentees have yitlded.” Resolved,
~ una voce, ‘¢ that the clause of conﬁscatwn is void,
and agamst law and that the trade shall be lald
open

“5th May, 1694, -—-In the debate on the Me7 chant
ddventurers patent, (Whlch was ultlmately effec-
tually expanded) Mr. Neale said, that ¢ mork
Wool and cloth were' carried out, by seven times
over, in ‘the reign’ of ‘Henry 1V. than 'since such

cofnpany < were -incorporated in the 6th of

‘Elizabeth.” e ‘ :

" -10th May, 162+.—~Resolved, ¢ that other mer-
‘chants, besides the merchant adventurers, may
‘trade with dyed and dressed, and all coloured cloths
into Germany and the Low Countries.”” '

19th March, 1623 91 Jac. T.~The general - com-

( 19)

mittee for trade ordered, ¢ that four of each Lon-
don company should attend and be heard upon
their excluswe prwxleges, and on the scarcity of

- money.”

ad A]n il, 1624.—Sir Edward Villers (Buckmgm

ham) confessed, ¢ that he had farmed of the I&mg, ‘

the customs on gold and silver thread.” :
8th April, 1624.—A sight of the books of the
merchant adventurers company having been voted,
that company, Mr. SolicitorGeneral said, had, as last
year, consulted the King whether they should com-
ply with the vote of the House ? * The King con-
sents, but only to be examined by a chosen few.”
26th May, 4 Car. 1. 1628.—Sir Edward Coke

(on the report of the Greenland Company Com-

mittee) said. < that their patents, and the Act of

- 8th Elizabeth, did not give excluswe privileges.
~And as last year, the company to allow Hull and

York: 500 tons of shipping, ad interim. -
1680, Nov. 9, 32d Cha. I1.—A petition against
the East India Company, &c. from the bailiffs,
wardens; and assistants, of the Company of Silk
Mercers of London. Mr. J. B. « This petition
branches itself first against the bill that is here
a foot, for wearing of woollen ; secondly, against
the ilnportati01i of foreign silks from France; and
thirdly, against the East India Company. As to
the first two particulars, I shall desire leave to
speak my mind, when the business comes to be

debated in the committee to which you may think
C2
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good to refer it; but as to the third branch, against

the East India Company, I desire to be heard a

little at this time: for sir, it will be in vain “for

you to spend your time in endeavouring to- raise
the price of wool, or advantage the trade of the
nation any way, unless you do,in. the first place,
make some regulation for the East India Company.
For, not only the silk-weavers, but most of the
other trades of this nation, are prejudiced by the

consumption of goods manufactured in the East

Indies,and brought hither; for agreat manylof them,

are not only spent here instead of our own manu-

factures, but abroad in other parts to which we

send them. They do us the same prejudice, which

must, in the end, be the destruction of our people

if not looked after; and the more likely, because
the people in the Indies are such slaves, as to

work: for less than a penny a day, whereas ours
here, will not work under a shilling ; and they have

~all m_atenals also very reasonable, and are thereby

enabled to make their goods so cheap, as it will be
impossible for our people here to contend with
them. And therefore, because the said trade hath

abundantly increased of late years, that we may
not enrich the Indians and impoverish our own

people, I humbly move that this petition may be
referred to some committee that may take par-

-~ ticular care of it.

Mr.J, P. The navigation to the East Indles bemg
by the industry and long experience of our seamen,

o
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rendered as safe and secure as to any country

~ adjacent, and the trade increased to a great pro-

portion, by such « dangerous way as the exporta-
tion of our bullion,and importation of abundance
of manufactured goods, and superflous commodities,
and carried on by a few men incorporated, who have
made it their business, by all ways imaginable, to
secure the advantages thereof to themselves and:
their posterztzes, not permitting the people in general
to come in for any share; 1 humbly conceive it

" not to be unseasonable to give you a short scheme

of that trade, and to make some remarks, as well

on the trade, as present management thereof; it

being settled in a company, by virtue of a charter
granted in 1657, and conﬁrmed by his Magesty
soon after his restoration.

Sir, it is well known what adv antage redounds
to this nation by the consumption of our manu-
factures abroad and at h‘ome, and how our fore-
fathers have always discouraged such trades as
tended to the hinderance thereof. By the best com-
putation that can be made, we now spend in this
kingdom per annum, to the value of 2 to £300,000
worth of goods manufactured in the East Indies,

What part thereof are spent, instead of our stuff,

serges, cheyneys, and other goods, I leave to every
man’s judgment, that hath observed how their

Persian silks, bengals, printed and painted calicoes, -

and other sorts, are used for beds, hanging of
rooms, and other vestments of all sorts. And
these goods from India, do not only hinder the
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expense of our woollen goods by serving instead

of them here, but also by hindering the consump-
tion of them in other parts too, to which we export
them, and by obstructing the expence of linen and
silks, which we formerly purchased from our
neighbour nations, in return of our manufactures.
For when that mutual conveniency of taking -of
their goods in return of ours failed, it is found by
experience, that our trade in our manufactures is
failed also.  And, Sir, this is not only at present a
great, but a growing hinderance to the expence of
our woollen goods ; for, as it hath been observed to
you, as the Indians do work for less than one
penny a day, and are not without materials at
cheap rates, we may rather tremble to think, than
easily calculate, what this ‘trade may in time
amount to, and may conclude that it must certainly
end in employing and enviching the people of India,
and. impoverishing of our own.. But Sir, this is
not all: this trade is carried on &y the exporiation
of 5 or £600,000 per annum wn bullion, which is

so useful a commodity, as ought not to be ex ported

~1n'so great a quantity, especially seeing the ex-

portation thereof, for this trade hath increased in
some years from 2 to £600,000. For it may in-
crease to millions, to the discouragement of the

exportation of the products of our couniry upon .
which the maintenance of our ' poor and rent of land
depends.  Whereas by the exportation of so much

bullion, no immediate advantade redounds to the

natlon, and though it is usually affirmed that the

R
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trade brings back to the nation as much money as
it exports, yet, upon an enquiry, it will be found
a mistake. And I think every nation, but espe-
cially this, which is so well stored with other com-
modities for trade, ought to be very jealous of one
carried on by the exportation of their gold and
silver, and to be very careful how to allow u¢; ot
being dangerous to make that, WHICH 1S THE
STANDARD OF TRADE, merchandise ztse{f And
as these objections arise against the trade 1tse]f
so there are others against the present manage-
ment, of whlch the people do complam as a great
gmevame, and I humbly conceive, not w1thout
good cause. For the EQUAL DISTRIBUTION OF
LIBERTIES AND PRIVILEGES amongst the people,
which is one of the ea,cellenmee of the govemment
is by this company highly mfnnged a very few
of the people being permitted to have any shaxe in
this trade, though ¢t be now znco eased to. near one
quarter part of the trade of the nation: :* the com-
pany finding it more for their partlcular advantage
to take up from 6 to £7OO OOO on a common seal,
to carry on their. trade, than to enlarge thelr stock,
‘thereby reaping to themselves, not only the gains
which they make on their own money, but of the
treasure of the nation, allowing to them that lend,
4 or 5 per cent., and dividing AMONGST THEM-
SELVES WHAT THEY PLEASE; which now,

" What.shall now be said, when they are in possession of the
whole European Indian commerce, only- excepting a few Portu«
guese ships ?
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\!’iﬁl}in these last twelve or fifteen months, hath

been NINETY PER CENT. And upon an exact
enqmry, it will be found that this stock is so
ingrossed, that about ten or twelve men have the
- absolute management, and that about forty divide
~ the major part of the gains, which, this last year
hath’ been some to one man one, and some
20,000/. a piece: so that here is the certain effect
of a monopoly, to enrich some Jew and impbverish
many. It’s true, there is such a thing as buymg
and selling of some small shares in the stock some-
times, if any man will' give 300/, in money for
100/. stock ; ‘but this amounts to no more than
the exchangmg the interest of John Doe for Thomas
Rowe, and can be no ways serviceable to bring in
more stock or people into the trade, and therefore
~ mot to satlsfy the complaint of the nation, Su',
that you may the better apprehend how unrea-
sonable it is that this great trade should be thus
confined to the advantage of so few persons,
exclusive to all others, under the penalty of mulcts,
"ﬁnes, seizures, and other exfraordinary proceed-
ings; I beseech you, Sir, to cast your thoughts
on this great body here by you, (the petitioners)

and the rest of the corporations of this nation, who

‘most live by trade, and consider how many thou-
sands, if not millions, whose lot providence hath
cast on trade for their livelihoods ; and thén, I ath'
apt to believe, it will appear very strange, that so
greata tradeshould be solimited. IrTHREE sych
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. ¢HARTERS more, should be granted, what should

the major part of the people do for maintenance ¥
 Sir, the BIrRTHRIGHT of every Englishman is

- always tenderly considered in this place: BY THIS

coMPANY, the birthrights of many thousands are
prejudiced, and may well deserve a serious con-
sideration ; and therefore, because this company,
BY HAVING THE COMMAND OF THE TREASURE
OF THIS NATION, cannot be CONTROLLED by any
less power than that of a House of Commons, this
business comes, as I humbly conceive, naturally
‘before you. But Sir, there is one thing more in’
‘the management of this trade worthy your con-
‘sideration. "The great danger which-may result,
‘as well to PRIVATE persons as to the PUBLIC, by
‘taking up such an IMMENSE TREASURE ON A
COMMON SEAL. Sir, we all know what happened
some years since, by the bankers taking up such
great sums on their private seal. But I hope you
will take this affairinto your speedy consideration.”
Mr. W. L. « Sir, By the account which hath
been given you of the East India trade, I
_doubt not but you are sensible, how that it will,
in time, ruin a great partof the trade of our manu-
factures, if not prevented. The East India Com-
~ pany have been very industrious to promote their

. own trade, but therein have given a great blow to

that or THE NAtioN. The Indians knew little
of dyed goods, or ordering them so as to be fit for
our European markets, until the Company sent
. gome Englishmen to teach them, which, I am afraid,
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shis. nation will have cause to repent hereafter.
For, the cheapness of wages and materials. in

India. must enable them to afford their goods

cheaper than any we can make here, and ther efore,
it is probable the trade will increase prodlglously,
‘which may be a good motive for you to take into
your consideration, that part of it in which the
consumption of our manufactures is concerned.
They have already spoiled the Italian and F landers
trade with their silks and calicoes, now they will
eendeavour to spoil the Turk’s trade, by bringing
abundance of raw silk Jrom the Indies; so that,
“ere long, we shall have no need of having silk Jrom
Turkey, and if not, I am sure we shall not be able
to send any cLOTHS or other goods THERE. And
it cannot be expected that the Indians should grow
weary of exchanging their manufactured goods for
- Our GOLD AND SILVFR, nor the .Cfovmpan'y of the
great gains they make by this trade; and there-
fore, 1,v1‘nlesvs prevented by your care, the trade will
go on to your prejudice, the Company lgaving been

INDUSTRIOUS to secure themselves against all

other attempts, by NEW YEARS GIFTS, EMPLOYING
OF SOME MEN’S MONEY AT INTEREST,and, getting

_others into the Company, and then, chusing them of

‘the Committee, though they understood no more of
trade than I do of phys1c- ALSO NAMING OF
SHIPS BY GREAT MEN’S NAMES¥, IS MADE USE
OF FOR THE SAID PURPOSE, and 0ATHS which

. * Asat present—the Lord Melville—William Pitt—Lord Cas-

tiereagh—Lowther Castle, &c. &c.
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they 1MPOSE on ALL persons they employ in
ANY BUSINESS OF IMPORTANCE, 80 that THERE
1S NO ORDINARY WAY LEFT TO REACH THEM.”

Resolved, ¢ that such petition be referred to the
grand committee for trade, and that they proceed
upon the same in the first place, &c.”

Note. These speeches from a very scarce book.
No debates were fairly transmitted to the public,
until about the year 17380. The King however,
(Cha. I1.) who had been recalled, and received
with extravagant congratulations, after a miserable,
helpless banishment, and had received greater
supplies in twenty years than had ‘been bestowed

on all the Kings from William L., dissolved this

parliament as abruptly, as he had a few months
before done, the preceding one; and chiefly on
account of a resolution of the Commons, de-
claring, “ DIVERSE EMINENT pelsons to be ene-
mies to the King and kingdom.” '

1691, 1st Dec.ngzH,—A petition . from the
clothiers of Gloucestershire :that, < they were
starvin‘g owing to the stagnation of the woollen
trade.”

4th Dec.—Petition of Richard Blackhﬁm,
citizen and ‘merchant of London, s.tatmg, “ that
the Turkey Company had refused to admit him of
‘their <Compan~y, on account of his having exported
agreat-quantity of woollens ; eonsequen,tl'y, a;great‘
stagnation in the exportation would arise if he
-were not admitted.”
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“11¢h Dee. 1691.—Resolved, ¢ that Rich. Black-

- ham be introduced in the Turkey Company, and

that ¢t disannuls a certain bye law.”

17th Dec. 1691.—Act passed, *“ that West In-
dia produce should no longer be exclusively landed
wn England only.”’ ~ Petitions, stating ¢ the most
Slagrant bribery at the elections at Chlppenham,
&c. &c. :

- 6th Jan. 1693, 5 Will. §'Mary -—-—Slr T. Cook

- presented to the House several charters formerly
granted to the East India Company, and a list of

‘them.

19tk Jan. 1693.—Mzr. Papillion, from the com-

‘mitcee of the whole House, on the erection of a

- new East India Company, reported :——¢¢ Resolved,

that it is the opinion of this committee, that al/ the
subjects of England have equal right to trade to
the East Indies, unless prohibited by act of parlia-
ment.”” The House agreed.

94th Jan. 1693.—A petition from the clothiers
and others, concerned in the woollen trade in the
north, ¢ complained of great decrease and impo-
verishment, since the act expired for a free trade to
Flanders, Germany, and Holland.”

18th Feb. 1693, 5 Will.—Duties laid on blrths,

funerals, marriages, and on single persons.

15th Feb. 1693, 6 Will. & Mary.—A petition of

the mayor and inhabitants of Exeter, stated, ¢ that
from the many buyers which a free trade presented
the distress of the woollen manufacturers wag
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great, since the Royal African Company had beerl
established. They prayed for a free trade again.”

od March, 1693.—Mr. Harley reported from the
committee, to examine the petitions for and against
such company, ¢ that they did not desire all that
tract of land within their charter, but were willing
to leave out the greatest part of that to any others
to trade in, and should be very well satlsﬁed, if

‘they might be enabled, by act of parllament, to

trade from Cape Lopez to Cape Blanco, exclusive
of all others, viz. from 21 deg. N. to 2 of S. lati-
tude, say 23 deg. of latitude.” .
- 94th March, 1693.—XKing’s speech, demanding
money for transports for Ireland. Sir Thomas Ly¢-
tleton’s motion, that 600,000{. should be lent the
public by the East India Company was negatived,

-~ and a poll-tar agreed to. The motion that 25s.

per annum should be paid by those who kept
coaches, was negatived, although a licence of 100Z.
(for 21 years), on hackney and* stage-coach-
keepers, was agreed to.

7th Dec. 1693, 5 Will. & Mary. -——A petltlon of
several merchants and others, in and about the
city of London, stating, « that as the trade to the

- East Indies was in a manner wholly lost and fallen

into the hands of our neighbours, prayed for the
erection of a new company for the recovering of

_ such trade, and making it as national and diffusive

as to the House shall seem most meet.’ “Resolved,
s that on the 13th instant this House will resolve
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»

itself into a committee ;”’ and ordered, ‘¢ that the
East India Company do lay before this House

" their new charter.”’

14¢h Dec. 1693.—A. petition from the drapers
and other traders in India goods, stated, that such
trades were almost lost to this kingdom, and sub-
mitted, whether @ new company, or all, to be
equally permitted to trade to India.

30th Dec. 1693.—A petition of the owners of
the ship Redbridge, stating, * that having obtained
a licence from the Queen to trade to Alicant in

Spain, said ship was detained on the allegation of

the Fast India Company, that such ship was des-
tined to parts within the limits of their charter.”
.Same*day, Sir Thomas Cook, governor of -said
company, laid before the House the two charters,
13th Car. 1I. and that of 11th of Nov. 1693.—
Ordered, ¢ that the governor, or deputy governor,
do lay before this House, ALL THEIR CHARTERS,
and a true state of their present stock, debis,
&e.” . , : ’
8th Jan: 1694.—The committee resolved, ¢ that

- the stopping of the ship Redbridge is a grievance,
“a-discouragement to trade, and contrary to the
‘known laws of this kingdom.” ‘

19th Jan. 1694, 6 Will. 1I1.—A petition of

-several merchants and traders of London, on behalf

of themselves and others, setting forth, ¢ that by
an act, made the last session of this parliament, for

_granting to their majesties a duty upon the tonnage
‘of ships, &c. and by virtue of their majesty’s let-

s R
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ters patents, in pursuance of the said act, a corpo-
vation of the Governor and Company of the Bank
of England is established, to receive and manage
the sum of 1,200,000/ ; which said bank, as the

same is, and WA Y BE managed; 4s ruinous and de-

structive to trade in general, injurious to his majes=
ty’s revenues, prejudicial to the lands and manu=
factures of this nation, AND IS ONLY A PRIVATE
ADVANTAGE TO THE SAID CORPORATION.” Re-
solved, * that this House will consider and hear
the petitioners at' the bar of this House on Tuesday
next; and the governor and directors to have a

“copy of this petition, and be heard also.”

- 92d Jan. 1694.—The petitioners offered their
reasons and objections in writing, ‘or to be heard
by counsel. Objected to, 164 to 107. .
" 7th Feb. 1694, 6 William 111.—A petition of
merchants, ship-owners, and ' many thousands
of others, complaining, * that contrary to the act
of navigation, (12th Charles I1.) great quantities
of foreign merchandise were imported,” &c.

7th March, 1694.—The House being acquainted
by Mr. Gee,a member, ¢ that another of that
House had received money for the passing of a bill,
‘ordered certain individuals to attend ; and that a
committee inspect the books of the Hast India
Company TMMEDIATELY ; and to have power to
send for persons and papers. The like, for t*he

books of the Chamberlain of London.” '
9th April, 1694.—~A petition of London mer-
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chants, and others on the coasts, states; * that the
' 43 ships, as escorts ‘to trade, ‘had not been ap--

pointed;”” and then stated their extraoxdmary
losses, by captures, by the French.

17th Dee. 1694.—A petition from Bristol, com- '.
plaining that the productions of the British American
- plantations were frequently landed in Scotland and.

Ireland, contrary to the act of 22 and 23 Car. II.

. 12th May, 1695, 7 Wiil. 111.—Mr. Foley, from

such committee reported, ¢ thatas soon as they
came to the East India House, understood some
clerks of the comnpany, by order, had lately taken
out of their books an account of all money paid
for the spEciAL service of the company, begin-
ning in the year 1688 . ... . £1,284
1689 . . ... 2096
1690 .. ... 3,056
1691 ... 11,872
1692 . . ... 4,659 ..
1693 ... .. . 80,468.
1694 . . ... 4075

L. 107,0 10

_ Upon the committee observing, that the greatest '

payment was in 1693, they searched for the orders

for the issuing of that money, and found one dated

lSth April, 1693, as follows: The governor this
day acquainting the court of committee with what
proceedings had been made in . their affairs, to-

wvards grantlng a new charm, and mth what had
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been disbursed by him in prosecution theveof, THE
' COURT APPROVED OF THE SAID CHARGES, AND

ORDERED A WARRANT TO BE MADE OUT FOR
THE SAME; RETURNED HIM THANKS FOR HIS
GREAT CARE; PAINS, AND TROUBLE IN THEIR
SERVICE, AND DESIRED HIM TO PROCEED IN
THE PERFECTING THEREOF.”
lar terms; dated 24th Nov. following, and another
of 22d Jan: 1694. The committee then proceeded
to examine the balance of cash appearing on the
cashier’s books, which they found 191\1,2491;'
156s. 10d.  Of this; however, the cashier said he
had lent the Governor Sir T. Cook, 90,000/. on
the following note: ¢ Received 10th Jan. 1694,
for account of the East India Company 90;000l.

‘which I have disbursed and paid for 99,197/. stock

of the Kast India Company; for their account,
which I promise to be accountable for account of
the East India Company, and waAs, BY ORDER‘O‘F
CourT oF THE 24TH Nov. 1693.”—The com-
mittee do observe, that they do not find any war-
rant for the said sum, or any of that stock, trans-
ferred in the company’s books for their account,
excepting 18,000/ the 15tm Jan. rast. The
committee also discovered a strange contract for
the bringing home, in the ship Seymour,. 200 tons

of saltpetre, the result of which was ¢ that the

company runs the adventure of 12,000/ for that
which costs-only 2000/. and must lose 12 L0001, if

“the ship miscarries ; and, on the contrary, the seller

D

Another in simi- -
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gets 10,0001 clear, without disbursing or tunning
the hazard of ‘@ penny ; and what is yet more, a
certain loss of 9 or 10,000/. to the company if the
ship arrives in safety.”” The members of the com-

pany admitted this transaction with a Mr.T.Colston.

The committee found that Sir T. Dashwood,
Sir John Fleet, John Perry, Esq. Sir Joseph Herne,
Sir' Thomas Cook, all members of this House,
were present at the courts when such orders and
warrants were issued.  But Sir B. Bathurst, one of
the East India committee, having interrogated Sir

T. Cook, got for answer, that he was bound to keep .

the company’s secrets ; and that the 90,000/ he
had received, WAS TO GRATIFY SOME PERSONS

IN CASE THE BILL sHOULD pass.”” Upon the

committee examining the books of the Chamber-
lain of London, they found the following: ¢ Paid
22d June, 1694, by order of the committee ap-

pointed by the common council, to-consider of
ways and means FOR SATISFYING the debts due

to orphans, and other creditors of the city, and fo
solicit the parliament for a bill to that purpose,
dated the 19th Ieb. last, one thousand guineas

being paid to Sir John Trever, Kmaght, Speaker of
the honourable House of Commons, pursuant to

said order, which; at.29s. exchange, is 1100
Resolved, ¢ That Sir Jokn Trevor,: (SICK and
absent) having received such gratuity of a thou-

sand guineas, is guilty of a high crime and misde-

meanor.””  Sir Jokn Trevor pleading sickness, &ci

{ 8 )

Mr. Foley was nominated speaker in his place on

the 13th March; 1695, following. -

18th March, 1694.=— Resolved, that whoever
shall discover money, or any other gratuity, : ofs
fered to any member of this House, shall be mdemw
nified,” &c. -

96th March, 1604, —=3ir leomas Cook, 2 mem*\

ber of the House, refusing to state to whom he
had paid the 87,409/, 19s. 3d. disbursed, was sent
to the Tower, and a bill brought in to oblige him to
account for it.’ .

- 98th March, 1694. Mr. Colston laid before ‘thé
House the contract and bond for the 200 tons of
saltpetre.

© 30th March, 1695, 7 Will. g Mcw_z/ —General
petitions from the counties of Somerset and Glou-
cester, complaining ¢ that the Royal African Com-

‘pany did, contrary to its charter, sell the imported
- ved wood at private, and not at public sale.”

- 22d April, 1695.—An act passed * to indem-

nify Sir T. Cook from actions arising from his

intended dlsclosure of persons 1ece1vmg secret

‘service money.”’

22d April, 1695. —-’I he King’s message, requir-

ing the two House to expedite business, * as the
‘season was 80 far advanced.”” Same day the joint

committees of the Houses, for India’i nvestigation,

‘were nominated. In the Commons, the bill rela-
“tive to the eXamm@hon of Slr T. Cook, passed,

112 to 8().
D 2
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4th Apnl, 1695.—~Sir Thomas Cook examxned
in the Exchequer Chamber. . ¢ He was anxious
to have his' liberty as soon ‘a_S‘,,,:hl.b interrogatories
were over.””- Refused. . ¢ He proceeded to state
that large sums were -advanced. out -of. his own
pocket, as the company’s treasury was exhausted;
that 22,000/. -was paid to ‘a Mr. Richard Acton,
who had several friends: who would speak to parlia-
ment men. - He knew not their names, but the end
aimed at was-Zo get an act of paérlz;'ament,,for;_art:
that time the King had sent a message .to the
House, to. seitle the East India Trade;’ AxD
THERE WAS A BILL IN THE HOUSE FOR A NEW
coMPANY. ‘° Monies. were ralso paid. to Sir Jo-
siah - Child, . Mr. Molineux, Sir-Bazil Firebrace,
Lord Rivers; Duke. of Leeds; Mr: Fitzpatrick,
(who kept the money).” - Never was there such a
scene of VILLAINY and corrUPTION. In brief,

‘after the charter was. obtamed all the pecumaly

promlses were performed..

-96th and 27th April, 1695 -——~The examlnatlons |
»of Sir B. Furebrace, &c. continued. - He-declared

that “ he paid 2500/ to some persons of HONOUR,
after the REsToRATION of the charter, and 3000/.

after that, for the rREGULATION Of the company.

They . found great. stops- in: the business of .the
charter; . they ‘apprehended it proceeded .some-
times from Lord Nottingham, then from others:

_ That Colonel Fitzpatrick- received. one thousand

guineas.on the same terms as-others;: if the charter

( 87 )
passed ; ‘he pretended great interest with Notting-
ham, and that through Lady Derby, he could
dscertain THE QUEEN’S pLEASURE. Fitzpatrick
thought that Nottingham would require 5000 gui-
neas upon passing the charter, and the same on
the act of parliament.” The business’ also stuck

- with the Duke of Leeds, who appeared ‘to have
" more ‘offered by the other side. After a snug ne-

gociation, however, his grace was to have 5000
guineas, and Bates (the agent to him)*500.”” "~
~After " Mr. Craggs (committed and brought

from the Tower), Acton, &c. had laid before

the committee A SERTES OF THE MOST l\EFARI-
oUS PRACTICES, Mr. Bates deposed, ¢ that he
did ‘use ‘his' interest with the lord presiderit,
wlhio said he would'do what service he could ; and’
further said, that thelord president had delivered
his opinion publicly, and thought the forfezture of
it"a hardship. - That the lord president had often
shewed himself 4és friend. - That he received three
notes for 5500 guineas in the whole. *That he sent
a-servant to receive the money, but cannot say the

time. .. That he told my lord president what sum he =~

kad, and would have pressed it upon my lord, but
he refused it,: whereupon this deponent, wn regard
he could not tell money very well himself, did ask
leave of my lord that his servant might tell the
money ; to-which my lord made ‘answer, HE GAVE

- LEAVE, and accordingly-Moxsizur RoBERT DID
RECEIVE THE MONEY.”’—Mr. Bates then pro-
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ceeded to prevaricate, saying that M. Robert did

soon afterwards retilm him the money; he ulti-
mately confessed, that 4400 guineas were brought
by M. Rabert to his house, ABOUT A MONTH
4Go, and that he had returned them to Sir .B. Fire-
brace on \IO&D_AY or TUuEsDAY LAST, (viz. 17
months after the charter was obtained). - He had

also paid Sir John Trevor, the speaker, 200 guineas

A8 A NEW YEAR's c1¥T.’ - The House req

~ solved, that it appears to. this House, upon the
report of the, committee, &c, that there is sufficient,

_matter to impeach T/wmas Duke of Leede, pre-
sident of his majesty’s most honourable . prxvy
council, - of  high crimes and m]sdemeanoxs

« Ordeied that Mr. Comptroller do go to the bar
of the LOldb, and in the name of: all the Commons,
&c. and impeach said Duke  of Leeds.” But
beforet his could be done, his grace appeared at-the

bar, had a chair offered him, and rising. and uneoy
vered, made a’ speech NOT REPORTED.: On-his

retiri ncr a commlttee was appomted to manage the
1mpeachment The - two. Houses. also resolved
¢ that the discoveries of Sir T. Cook, Sir B. Flre-
brace, Chdr]es Bates, Esq and James Crag S, Were
not satisfactory; and an act was brought in:to
contlnue thelr imprisonment, - AND - RESTRAIN
THEM FROM ALIENATING THEIR ESTATES.Y—
The articles of 1mpeachment of the Duke. of Leeds
then follow ; amongst others, “ that he or his ser»
vants did actually receive the 5600 guineas.” -
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- 30¢h, Apred, 1695 —Sir T. Cook wrote from the
Tower, that, if he was sent for by the House, he

~would make FURTHER DISCOVERIES. Same day
‘the Duke of. Leeds’. answer to the 1mpeachment

sent from the Lords, ¢ that he is not guilty,” &ec.
1st. May, 1695,—Message from the Lords, * re-

-mmdmg of the 1mpeachment and as the sesszon

was likely soon to end, wished to know when the
Commons would be reaay to make good their
charges.””

2d May, 1695. -——Mr Comptro}ler stmd that a
principal evidence, M. Robert, had left the duke’s
lodgings in St. James’s, for Mimms, ¢ but,on en~
quiring for him there, HE COULD NOT BE FOUND.,

- Ordered, ¢ that M. Robertdo: attend this House

Same day, the amended bill, &c. for imprisoning
Sir T. Cook, &c. was sent from . the Lords, and
they demand a conference. Afterwards, the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer reported the result; ,
concludes, ¢ that the Lords conceiye, that if thelr E
persons as well as their estates, be not; with the
g‘tlrictes,t care, preserved for the justice of a future
session of parliament, all further enquiry inte so

" BOUL CORRUPTION, will be wholly ineffectual.””.

3d May, 1695.—Mr. Comptroller reported, that

M. Robert had been seen once in. the street, BUT

COULD 1\01: BE HEARD OF. ‘

Same day, whilst the 'repmt on fhls remarkable'
.bu;_s_messﬁ was reading in a committee of the whole
House, King William sent. for . the. Commons to
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- the upper House, and after a speech, (not re«

ported) prorogued - the parliament.  It-was- soon

afterwards DISSOLVED, and the new one met on

the 22d of Nov. following. - 'Thus ended 1nvestxga~»
tions and 1mpeachments’ o

“14th Dec. 1690, 7 Will. ITI.—The two Houses
agleed upon an-address to the king : that; ¢ taking

into consideration the difficultieés and disadvan~
tages which the trade of this kingdom'is subject
to, do find that an act of parliament hath lately

received your miajesty’s royal assent in your king-
dom of Scotland, for erecting a company trading
to Africa and the Indies. 'That this act, amongst

other puwleces, provides that the ships, merchan- .

dise, &c. of such company, shall be free from all

restraints, customs, dutzes, taxes, éﬂc 1mposed or to

be zmposed by act of palllament for the space of 21
years.

¢ That the said company shall be 1nd1v1dually
free from ._qualtermg of solchers,, and all manner of
impositions, &c. for such term, by reason ‘of which
great advantages, granted to the Seotch East India
Company and the duties and difficulties that lie
upon that trade, in England agreat part of the stock

and shipping of this nation will be carried thither,
. and by this means Scotland be made a free port for
- all East India commodities ; and, consequently, :

those several places in Europe, which wete: sup-
plied from England, will be furnished from thence

. much cheaper than can be done by the English, .
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Moreover, the saidco‘rhmoditi‘es’ will unavoidably
be brought by the Scotch into England, by stealth,

~ both by sea and land, to the vast prejudice of the

English trade and navigation, and.to the great de-
triment of your majesty in your customs;” and
again; ¢ besides these, your majesty has. promised
to interpose your-authority ‘to-gain-restitution, &c.

for any damage, &c.  that may be done to the pro-

perty or persons of such company; seeming thus
to engage your majesty to employ the shipping and
strength of this mation, tosupport-this new com-

pany, to the: great detrsment eveny- of' this- kmg~ '

dom,” &c.

17th Dec.: 1695 ——A pentlon from the Englzah
East India Company, stating, the dangers.to be ap-
prehended: from  such Secotch company, ¢ as, by
the charter, they had paid-300,000: sustamed gre'\t

“losses, &e. S
- Same day, a- commlttee appomted ‘“ to examine

what methods were taken for obtaining the act of
parliament passed -in-Scotland, who the- subscn-
bers, the promoters;.and: advisers.”

© 91st ‘Jan.: 1696.~—A petition of the merchants,

grocers;, &c. of: London, stated, . ‘“ that FORMERLY

the East India Company imported ‘all.manner of
spices, but ~Now the:whole spice trade - (with the.

exception- of- pepper), +was .in ‘the hands of the
Dutchy”’ &c: e s .

:Same day, a pentlon from the Last Indza Cozn-

’ganj,-_statxng, 44 At.h‘a‘t,dmex.s.,s:hxp.s..“ e_iegﬁtt_mg,;out
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in ‘England, apparently under the auspices and
protection of the Scotch Egst India €ompany;™
&ec, -
Same day, Colonel Granville repor ted from the
committee, ¢ that Lord Belhaver held: the book
of subscriptions for such Scotch Company, amount
ing to 500,000/. ; that he administered an-oath, de
Jideli administratione, to the directors; that Mr.
'Glover, an Englishman, had subscribed; because
BETTER than that the trade should be conducted
by rorrieNERs. That one-fourth, viz. 75,0001,
was to be lodged in the ExcHEQUER, in order to
secure the obtaining of the act, through the me-
dium of a Mr. William Patterson.”” The House
finally resolved, ¢ that the directors of the com-
pany of Scotland, trading to Africa and the Indies,

- administering and taking here, in this kingdom;

an oath, de fidelz, is a high crime and misdemea-
nor.”” . ‘Also, ¢ for raising 'niOney in. England.”
‘Also, that Lord Belhaven, and 21 others, be im-
peached, &ec.. .

3d Feb. 1696.—In consequence of GENERAL
petitions complaining of the great distress from the
scarcity of - coin, and discount of 16 to 18 per cent,

on Bank of England paper; and especially one

from Exeter, ¢ praying, that some ways and means
may be fdund out to ENABLE THE BANK OF ENG-~
LAND TO PAY THEIR BILLS, AS FORMERLY

PHEY HAVE DONE!”
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* The house resolved, ¢ that the Bank of England
be enlarged by new subscriptions,”’
10th Feb: 1696.—A petition from Norwxch
stating, ¢ that since the East India Company have
been under some discouragements, their manufacs
tures of worsted stuffs and silks mixed with wools,

. were becoming again prosperous, and prayed that

the introduction of wrought silks, Bengals, and
cahcoes, &c. may be restrained.””.

18th Feb. 1696, 8 W:ll. FI1. ~—-A petition - of
London merchants and traders, stated, ¢ that
pwing to the badness of silver coin, some men had
taken occasion to raise guineas to 30s. a piece,
consequently the Dutch were collecting them on
the continent, and importing to an advantage of
40 per cent. &c,

18th Feb. 1696..—King W]lham sent a message,
¢ finding himself under very great difficulties. for.

want of money ; desires speedy care e may be taken
to make effectual provision for it.’

- 928th Feb. 1696.—A petition from Canterbury,
similar to that from Norwich. Same day, peti-
tion from Jamaica, Virginia, and Marylaﬁd ~pray-

g, < that the Afrxc'm Company s trade may bev
an open one.’

. 7th March, ]696 --Sn' }fem o Hobmt from the

_committee of trade, reported, ¢ that Canterbury,

Norwich, and the counties of Suffolk and Cam-
bridge, had employed an immense body of people

in manufactures previous to the introduction, by
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the East India Company, of wrought silks, dyed,
printed, or stained . callicoes,”” + The House
then resolved ¢ to bring in a blll to. restrain the
wearing of such foreign goods.”” -
15th March, 1696.—A very - mtelestmg repmt
.of the Committee: to 'investigate -the enlargement
of the Bank capital, - ¢ The governor; &e. were
directed by the General Court to 'say, that they
could only consent:to be GRAFTED Lupo'h,*?‘fwhen
‘this house will engage to make good any: deficient

. funds, (from taxes,) Wthh they were expected ta

pay by anticipation.? - - e
Q0th March, 1696, 8 Wzllmm -—-—Mr Boscawen,
from ‘the committee appointed to investigate the

fpetifion of the - tinners of .Cornwall,:.reported,—-e\

¢ that of late years GREAT QUANTITIES of TIN

_ had been 1iMmpPORTED from INDIA ;‘."‘f f‘whexreas,v for-

merly, none at all, &c: i
2d Apml 1696.—A petition of dxvers merchants,
&c. stating, that as the East India Companies
were regulating by the House, they might be per-
mitted to export such goods as the company did
not export, to ¢ those vast tracts of land within
the Company’sCharter, whevein are netther forts nor
Sactories, and have been shut up from the industry
of such as are inclinable to attempt the discovery of

“ new and profitable trades to the nation, where vent

might be found for considerable quantities of .our
manufactures; and this without any mjury te
the said Company,”’ Petition received, 103 to 101,
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5th May, 1696;8 William.—A grant to' the
Duke of Portiand of the manor of Grantham, and
twelve others.

"« Great riots amongst the weavers. Symptoms

of corruption both within and wethout the house.
7th Nov.—Motion that the Bank of England

should annually lay their debtor and creditor be-

fore the house, negatwed. - -

- 18th and 20th Nov. 1696 ~—Petition from Dart-
mouth.-and Poole, stating; ¢ that in consequence
of the want of convoy and protection, the French
had completely ruined the English interest in the
ﬁshexy of Newfoundland.” S

- .80th Nov.——Petition from Clrencestel, stating
« the complete stagnation. of their woollen trade,
and that, the town had long had quartered upon the
inhabitants, the Marquis de Puizar’s foresgn regi-

ment, whom they had sustamed and also pazd—-— ‘

Jrom fem

o 1lth-Dee. 1696.—A petltxon of London mer-
’chants,r ‘praying, ¢ that the - African. Company
mayvn‘ot:ha\?e exclusive rights, but that all persons
may have free liberty to trade to Africa on such
terms- as in- the: Turkey Company, (about '40s.)
and which would prove of great national benefit,”

< 17 th - Dec. 11696.-——Another- petition, - prayipg,

«“ that all may be introduced into the Russian
Company, onpaying fines, as:in" the Hamburgh

 and Eastland Companies ;-for, the vast extent of
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te‘x‘ritoryﬂih such charter, granted Sth Elizabeth;

presents great adVantage_s from a general partici-
pqtlon. *
21st Jan. 1697.~—A tumultuous cmwd of peos
ple filled Palace-yard, Westminster-hall, the lobbys
&c. ¢ in order to press the passing of the bill to
restrain the wearing of Persia and India silks and
calicoes.”
97th Jan. 1697.—The comimittee appomted to
examine the complaints against the Russia Com-
pany, report that the governor produced the origi-
nal charter of 1 and 2 Phil. aiid Mary, reciting,
that the Marquis of Winchester, and others therein
named, had, at their own adventure; fitted out
ships, ¢ for discovering new and profitable trades

to the nation, where other CHRISTIAN princes

had never traded.”” The charter of 8 Elizabeth,

did also, in addition to prodigious privileges, -

grant such company right to extend their opera-
tions to Armenia, Media, Hyrcania, and Caspian
sea. They proceed to state, ¢ that the company’s
trade was still confined to Russia ah*eady known,’’

‘&c. The House resolved “ that ALL PERSONXS,

on paying 40s. as in the Hamburgh and Eastland
Companies, should be admitted into the Russian
Company.”

- 29th Jan. 1697.—Mr. Norns, from the com-
mittee to investigate the cause of the tumult on

the 21st instant, stated, ¢ thaf it arose from a ge-
‘neral idea that many members of the House had
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received money, in order to hinder the bill restrict-
ing the wear of Persian and Indian silks, &c. from
passing.” In examining the evidence it appeared,
through a Mr. Glover, that the East India Com-
pany, by their agents, the London drapers
had exercised THEIR USUAL vicvilancé‘ and ac-
tivity.
9 William, 1697.—Ordered, that all the char-
ters granted since the 2d Charles I1. should be laxd
before the house. ‘

19th Jcme, 1699, 11 Wzllzam 111.—Petition of
the Old East India Company, stating, ¢ that by

“charters they have been long incorporated—have

great property in estates, and great privileges in
India—but in 1693, advantage was taken by their

“non-payment of a tax, charged upon their whole

stock, because that the 25th March, being a holi-
day, the Exchequer was not open; yet thes was
insisted on as a forfeiture of the petitioners char-

ter. Nevertheless, his Majesty granted them the

game year, at two several times, new charters, with

all the former privileges.  And by another, granted

98th September, 1694, it was declared, ¢ that if it
should be made appear to their Majesties, (Wil-
liam and Mary,) that such were unprofitable to

‘their Magesties, or the realm, then, after three

years warning, the said letters patent were to
¢ease, and the Company to be no longer a Corpo-

~ration. * They then pray of the Parliament to be

’
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continued . (re-instituted) a Corpora_tion:’ri : Ahdvaﬂ ‘

bill was ordered accordingly.

97th Jan. 1699, 11 William. —Petmo‘n of the'

New East India Company, stating, ¢ that they
had loaned two millions to the public, and com-
plained of such petition of the Old Company ; as;
" by the terms of their own contract, such old Com«
pany were to have ended their labours on the 29th
September, 1701.” '

~¢¢ Ordered, that council for eaclz Company be' |

heard at the bar.” e e
Extract fmm King William's second dzscouue to
: _ his Cabinet Council. s
¢« Ifind it as easy to mingle fire:and water, as
. to reconcile the difference between the church of

England and the Presbyterians,” &ec.— ¢ How

- shall I deal with the Parliament, and particularly
with the House of Commons ? - They have already
called me to account, and are dissatisfied. with it.
They were i @ hot scent after my pensioners, with-
out whom, I shall never get a competency of mo-
mey; and though I endeavoured -to put them out
of ‘that conceit, and told them_ that_‘_those, great
sums of money which were given them, were not
given to them as pension or salarry.,. as Parliament

men,—but for SECRET SERVICE,—not fit to be di-

vulged, [ yet .t,hey see. this was but a forcéd put
“ My bare demal that the) were my pensmnels
10 raise me great sums by over votmg, will not
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serve the turn, for they knew before hand it had
been a madness for- me to confess it; and my say-
ing it was for secret service relating to the publie,
not to be divulged, is but a blind amusement, ra-
ther a kind of tacit confession of what that they
sore than suspected. :

¢ This makes me fe'u they will 1ook more nar-
rowly into that business, which may undo all. 1
fetched off Seymour, and other st1ckl1ng commons
wealth’s men, by giving them offices ; but there is
a stiff party amongst them, so true to the good of the
commonalty, that #o kindness can warp them; and
my gratifying those who aimed at their advantage,
by opposing the court party, themore confirmsthem
in their opinion of my proselyting the members to
my side, to betray the trust imposed in them by
the Commons who elect them. :

< I dare not venture to dissolve this Parhament
and call another, - ,- for that will lose much time, and
present supplies are necessary, that we may be early

~in the field. Besides, I have reason to fear that
- the new one may be worse than this; especially the
- new membel,s will ask me to model them ; whereas

T have already in this a party, which, with much
money and policy, 1 have rendered plzable to myj
willl? .

¢ Again, What must T do w1th the confederates 2

~ England is too poor to supply them as formerly;
- and ’tis now so well known, that, notwithstand=

ing all their assistance, France still grows upen
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us, that they are satisfied it ‘will be to little pur- -

pose to carry our men and money out of England,
to help them who do not much for themselves. To
tell you the truth, some of them are so backward,

and they are in so many minds, that nothing can

be much hoped for from them. This makes men
begin already to talk of leaving them off, and
strengthen England by sea and land; by which
means we may assault France upon the coasts, and
make a great diversion, which may perhaps be in
a manner equivalent to my assisting them in Flan-
ders. This is the best way to get me money, but
then, ’tis to be feared, that I shall lose my inte«
rest in Holland, and that should the French take
some towns of theirs the next campaign, the dis-

contented and impoverished people there (whom I

did what I could to cajole last year with the hopes
of a sudden peace,) will force them to put an end

. to the war, and come to conditions with France,

especially if Savoy (as I much_fear) breaks the
confederacy. : . :
- % Nay, there wants not a gre‘tt party there, who

(did not my influence hinder it) would be willing
“to embrace peace, were it for nothing else but to-
exclude me from being. their Stadtholder, which
.office, for many reasons, I must not force. This

is a nice point, and I desire you to think of it ac-
cordingly. -Take this along with you, that there

_is a great FACTION of shrewd men in England, who
- are highly disgusted;. that out of my umbition (as

R
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they account it,) to make myself generalissimo and
cock of the confederates, I have spent England
twenty-two or twenty=-thrée millions, ‘and, for the
better half, transported; to the great loss of the na-
tion ;> whereas, /ess than half'as much had built us
such a navy, and ‘maintained -such an army, as-

would have defended England against a// her ene- -
- mies, and yet (the money czrcu[atzng kere at hone)’
- not much impoverished it.

¢ This is a deadly blow. tomy honour and credit

.'a-broad, which (against all events) it highly con- -

cerns me to maintain, and will streke deep into

my interest—and what fence can you find to

ward it ? - . : \
-¢ And since I despair of money enough to bribe:

- my confederates, and give full pay to my soldiers
and seamen, I would desire your judgment which

‘of them 1 should prefer, and which postpone—

“seeing the latter grumble already for their: arrears ;
“and the former, if I withdraw my gwmg hand

- will fall off.

“ The last point which I recommend to your
best consideration, is, what course I am to take,
in case the Parliament, sensible of how little we
have done in Flanders this last campaign, should
refuse to give me money sufficient to carry on the

~ war there the next summer, without which you

see all will be lost? :
¢« To tell you my thoughts upon the matter, 1
“think my best expedient is to agree with the states
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and other foresgn confederates to let me bring over Eztract from King William the Third’ s dzscourse
j‘;q' Dutch and other out-landish soldiers, and leave a4 : to his Cabinet Council.

i , 3

English and Scotch behind them to the same num-
ber; for, by this means, I shall at once overawe
i ' Holland by my own subjects there, and England by

g foreigners here, and either make them give me.
: what money I want, by way of Parliament, or
': - else set up my title of conquest, and take it where I

: ’ shall see fit. :

i . ¢ This is, 1 see, feasible, for I am not to value

‘ the disgust of the nation, when 1 do no longer fear
it ; nor need I any longer debase myself by intreat-

§ ; Speaking of the probability of invasion, he says,

¢ Should he (James I1d.) land here, 1 expect that

not only my known' enemies, but multitudes of
others, who comply now from fear, will flock to
him." The overburthened Commons, seeing’ no -~
likely prospect of the end of war, nor, consequently,
of taxes and polls, will give scope to their natural
mutability, and face about especially when they
hear that many chief noblhty are run to the other
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- side. :
i ing them for supplies, when I may command it; ¢ The want of full pay vexes our army. The
for a monarch is then truly a king, when he needs P BN people’s eyes will be opened, to see that we feed

not creep to the people. My only fear is, my Eng-
~ lish so hate'the Dutch, that they will desert, ra-
~ther than Jeght for them. To strengthen myself
more, I can arm' the French Hugonots, of whom:
we have here good store, and fetch over the Vau-
i dozs, if I find Savoy inclinable to make peace. ' .
¢« ] fear I must be forced to this, for 1 find the
‘ Enghsh an mconsmnt and headstrong natlon, and
P false to theirkings, NOR OTHERWISE TO BE RULED
LONG, BUT WITH A ROD OF IRON. But remem-
» ber this, my last refuge, as so you will have more
1. ~ leisure to consider of it, as future occasions afford
o you more light. I shall now bethink myself what
to say to the Parlnment between' this ‘and the
time they meet.’ '

D .. Lord Somers’s State Papers, Vol 4, p 112.

their hopes, and fob them with counterfeit pretences
in the neck of one another. They will suppose that
I“%m to be removed, and the late King restored;
and this once entering into the thoughts of this
giddy nation, who' have got the knack of turning

\ out their kings, will make them as little regard me
as my ‘predecessor, and turn me out too. We once
thought to ruin F ‘rance by prohibiting commerce j
but néw we find we can less subsist without it tkan
they, and England least of all.”

LEord Somers’s State Papers, &e.
Extract of a letter from Minheer T. Van C. to
Minheer Van L. in London, dated Hague, létk

~ February, 1690.

R <« 1st. I must shew you the frood King William

! has done us. ’Tis certain, England had robbed us

. i T T T R T
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of our trade in the two last Kings reigns, who, by

an unlucky neutrality, had made the stream of
traffic run that way. - ’
«’Tis certain also, the late King James was
taking most mischievous measures te continue and
augment their trade, and ruin ours; for if the -
berty of conscience, which he was going to establish,
had not been prevented, the most considerable of
our merchants (who live amongt us, because they.
are not molested in the free exercise of thewr reli-

“gion,) would have removed, and drawn ‘thewr ef-

fects to England, where the ports berng more secure,

" THEY WOULD, witHOUT hazarding their. rehcrlon,

have run less danger of their goods. .
« *Tis manifest also, and foreseen by oUR WISE

MEN, that (whilst it was impossible for us to stave -

off a.war with France) King James, whose indys;
try and application to the advancement of trade
made him embrace all occasions to encourage. it,
would have preserved a neutrality to our utter ruin.
These and many other considerations (as I affirm)
made us willing ¢o pluck the thorn outof our own foot,
and putitinto another’s ; and therefore, after much

consultation, nothing was found so expedient, as .
 to heighten the divisions in England, and join with

the male-contents : so that what the Ridderscarp,

(i. e. Nobility,) together with the deputies of

other cities, have here lately alledged against the
‘resolutions of the city of Amsterdam, (p: 6, 7,) is

'now manifest, though formerly kept as a secret,
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and stoutly denied to the late King by our ambas-
sador in England : ¢ that-the Prince did not un-
dertake that expedition without the previous com-
munication, full approbation, and good pleasure
of the States; and that the . States-General were
moved so considerably to assist him therein, PRIN-
cIPALLY for the liberty and prosperity ot our dear
native country.”

Moreover, 1 tell. them in our States words,
(p-9.) * that this expedition having been effected
by the assistance of the arms of the States Gene-
ral, and with an aim at the saving of the State,

" ought not to be accounted a foreign expedition ;

and that (p.7.) seeing by the admirable providence
of Almighty God, under the wise and valiant con-
duct of his Majesty of Great Britain, it had that
success which is known to all the world, the States
expect no other but that it should necessarily tend
to a narrower and stricter union of these king-
doms with this State, and that the States shall be
therehy made more fit and able to grapple with all

the ill designs with Wh]Ch the enemies of these,

lands have threatened us.’ o

..« Having thus represented to them the condi-
tion we were in, and the benefit we hoped to reap
by the expedition, | proceed to shew, that we were
not out in our politics ; and that, however his pre-
sent Majesty has behaved himself to others, ke has
still been true to our interest, and faithful to the
promises he has made us. And, to prove this, 1
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shall shew them how careful he has been (not- -
withstanding the urgent occasions he has had for -

money) to repay us the six hundred thousand
pounds, which our States laid out upon the expe-
dition ;- whereas, being now King of England, he
might, “weth justice enough, have discounted it
upon ‘the old scores, betwixt us and that natlon,
‘ever since Queen Elizabeth’s protectlon

« How speedily he sent us succours; twelve

thousand of their best men, to weaken their

strength, and fortify us, even before he took care
to establish."his ‘own footing'in Scetland, or pro-

~ ceed to the reduction of Ireland. How careful he

has been to put the strongest places of trust into
the hands of our countrymen, or, -at least, such

as our ambassadors, and the Earl of Portland, .
* were secure of, who, in case of‘a turn of times,

will be able to hold them out till we can p’c;u"r in
fresh supplies. How religiously he has observed
his promise of making no advance without the ad-

vice and approbation of our ambassadors, and

Minheer Bentingh, to whom he has caused all the

strength and weakness, together with all the com-

modious ports, landing places, and creeks of that

kingdom, to be imparted. How, by their advice, "
he has dispersed the Enghsh troops, some even to’
both the Indies, that he may more easily govern-

by a foreign force, and have no dependence upon
such as had no regard to their natural allegiance
and repeated oaths of fidelity to a Prince that
loved them. - N

)

« I also represent to them thé condition of the
English fleet and merchants ; how many thousands
have died this summer for want of wholesome pro-:
visions, and even through scarcity of them also,
(which destruction of seamen is of mighty impor-
tance to us;) how many men of war have been

lost; how the merchantmen have had their sea- ..

men pressed h‘om their ships, and by that and em-
bargoes, and st01ms this year, have lost above two -
millions : and desire them to consider, that he

“who has been brought up amongst us, is not.a

stranger to what belongs to a fleet and trade; so
that the miscarriages of both these cannot be at-
tributed to his want of Judgment or application,
but to further a deszgn of weakemnd tkat Icmtrdom, '
and advancing us. ‘ :

T tell them, how he was once going to remove . -
all, or most of the English captains of ships, and
put ours in their places, which had certainly been
done, but that it would too soon have made the
secret known to the nation. "I also shew them,

that, notwithstanding the “vast stock he ‘has in
Bank amongst us, he has been s0 cautious, both

for his own concern and ours, as not to fouch one
penny of i, but has made the people of England
furnish him, even beyond their powers, and yet

“run daily in debt there for stores and provisions—

‘nay, even for his soldiers pay: by which means,
if he increase not his own stock, (of which I have
at present no positive account,) he at least impo-
verishes them t0 our wish, so that hereafter they
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‘will be-able to do nothing without our assistance, -

’Tis true, he has given out there, that the FEarl
of Portland is to draw two hundred thousand
pounds OUT OF HIS STOCK IX THE EAST INDIA
TRADE ; but we know when that meney was sent
Jrom England, and whut plate was melted down to
~ help to. make up the same ; and that this, at least,

shall'be hereafter added to his Bank, is more than

probable. These things I demonstrate to them as
donre for us; and then shew what benefit we have
already reaped by these proceedings.

¢ That we have (as I said before} estabhshed

our interest upon a firm and lasting foundation, by
their -uttér ruin, being mow masters of the whole

trade of the wmhabitable world: That, whilst he
has denied convoys to their merchant ships, pressed
_ their seamen, and, after promises to the contrary,
clapped embargoes upon all their outward-bound
ships, we have sent out ours with all freedom,
. and have, by that means, got the choice of all
foreign commodities at easy rates, if not the sole
exvemption of them, and vented our own at our own
price. . That by these means, and his. permitting
_us to carry all sorts of commodities into England
in our own bottoms, our country is enriched, by this
year’s war, treble to what we expended for the ex-
pedition, besides the prospect of a perpetual en-
Joyment, of a free sea and traffic. Nay, we may
hope, in time, (as I shall shew hereafter,) to ride
wmasters of the British sea, and make them lower
thetr top-sauls to us. '

{59 )
Secondly, I shall shew what he is now doing to
our advantage, I tell them, that I need only men-

“tion- these actions, by which it is manifest he has

our interest in his eye, and uses all means to give
no abfttmg ensurance of all these good thlngs he
has procured for us: but, besides all these, has he
not moreover sent the :Earl of Portland amongst
us, with fresh proposals, if we will further lend
him our assistance > Are not these proposals so
advantageous to our interest, that our States, who
know them, are more than willing to assist him
with greater numbers of men and ships this sum-
mer, than they did the last?  Again; does /e coun-

tenance their merchants, or hearken to thewr pro-

posals for the advancement of trade, any more now
than he did the last year! Is he not raising fresh
recruits, and daily sending them hither in exchange
forours?  And does he not pay both the one and

~the other,. (or at least engage for the payment,) by

which a good part of our army s maintained for

| ~us? Has he not, all the last summer, been at two-

-thirds of the charges for maintaining the war by
sea; notwithstanding that ‘it was principally en-

tered into: upon: our ‘accounts, and that we are '

likely to be the only gainers? 2

-« Has he not of late prorogued and dzssolved
their Parliament, that he may espouse the church
of England’s interest, by which means the liberty

- of conscience, we so much dread, can never be

established, and by which means all conscientious
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dissenters will, with the Jews, be again forced ta
take their retreat amongst us ?

“ Are not these, and many more, which he does
for us, and permits us to do for ourselves, such
things as no King of England would ever have
suffered, and such as would have caused a war be-
twixt our States and them? And yet these things
he does for us, and has done, and we are not sa-
tisfied. Let us therefore see, thirdly and lastly,
what good we may hope he will do for us, if we
obstruct not his designs. ’ '

“ This depends much upon future contingen-
cies ; and measures are taken to Sit all occasions.
—If he find it possible to maintain his ground
against the late King James, and the power of
France, he knows it cannot be without our hélp,
and our econfederates. assistance; and we know
upon what terms we will lend him such as will be

efficacious. We have (as L have already mentioned)

long wished for a mare liberum, and could not en-
dure the Kings of England should be Kings at sea,
and make us lower our top-sails to them, or be

subject to such laws as they prescribed: -And will -

we, think you, lose so happy an opportunity of
stripping them of that prerogative, or, if we ean,
of making use of it ourselves? We know he is of
@ changeable humour; but yet we know also his
ambition ; and he cannot gratify his pride without
being kind to us; and no kindness can endear so

much, as to give us up that prerogative by which |

3
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we may have a free sea, and a plentiful trade above
our competilors. .

¢ For this it is our States are now labouring;
and I hope all the opposition some of them seem to
make, is but to facilitate this, and the other con-

‘cessions we would have. But if he find it impos-

sible for him to keep the throne, (as it is most
likely,) his designs, we now know, are what you
formerly told me :—To fleece that proud and pam-,
pered nation, and leave them neither men nor mo-
ney, nor ammunition, nor ships, nor any thing to

enable them ¢0 make war against us, or carry on a

trade. Indeed, by all appearances, we may con- -
jecture, that he gives up the Crown as lost, and-
that this is the reason why he has already emptied
the forts of arms and ammunition, the exchequer
of money, and his palace of plate, furniture, and
jewels. He has borrowed immense sums of the mer-
chants, and is still bonowmg more, ‘and yet pays
nobody-—scarce his own guards, because it is sup~
posed he reserves: a czty plunder f'or their recom-
pence ‘ : ‘ '

¢« He has prepared 500 waggons, under pretence
t0 go to Ireland, but we know that measures are
already laid how (if ’Kin James should land, and
the nation return to their all'{egiaiilce) he may carry
off all the booty, with the remainder of our army, and
a considerable part of the fleet, and return to his

- dear native country, w}iidh will then receive him
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with open arms, notwithstanding all jealousies that '

are now cast amongst us.
«“1 am, Mmheer, yours, &c.
« T, Van C.”
Lord Somers’s State Papers.

tath Jan. 1703, 2d Anne.—~¢ Ordered an ac-
~ count to be furnished by the United East India
Company, of all bullion sent out from London and
Cadiz, sinceé the first exportation;” ( accounts
along with the papers of the house.)

Same day, petition from the merchants and
inhabitants of London and Southwark, complain-
~ing ¢ that the woollen trade would be ruined in

consequence of the immense importation of stained
callicoes from the Fast Indies.”

17th Jan —Sir Robert Davers, from. the com-

mittee to cons1der East India affairs, reports,—

« resolved, that it is the opinion of this commit-
tee, that a restraint be laid upon the ezpor tation of
bullion to the East Indies.”

13th Jan. 1704, 3d Anne.— Ordered that
" such of the committee as are “not concerned in

trade, do inspect the East India. Company’s books,
‘and report to this house all such sums of money

as shall appear to them to be directed by such

Company for secret service.”

97th Jan. 6th Anne—T hé East Indla Companyv ‘
 petition the house, * that they w‘xll‘agam fulfil any.
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Surther sum, which may be voted, on their charter

being renewed.

31st Jun.— Resolved by the committee, that
on the Company lending for service of the year
1708, one million two hundred thousand pounds,

.they shall have a further term of 14 years and a

half, but giving three years notice of the abolition
of contract with the public.” —On a motion to post-
pone second reading same day, negatived, 202 to
149.

ed Fed. 1707, 61h Anne~The managers from
the East India Company attended, to deliver in
their submission to such terms.

9th Anne, 1710. ——Petltxon of the African Com-
pany and thewr cr editors, statmg, ¢ that from great

losses the Company had called their creditors, and

invited them to join in such trading Company;
but, without the charter was confirmed by Parlia-
ment, they feared that they should not be able to
preserve the trade to this country.

17th May, 1711, 10th Anne.—Bill read a first _
and second time, to erect a corporation to carry on
“trade to the South Seas." ‘

18¢h May.—Petition of the East India C’om-
pany against such bill, stating, ¢ that by an act of
9 and 10 William IIl. they had granted them the
whole trade ¢ wn, to, and from the East Indies, in the

countries and places of Asia, Africa, and America,

beyond the Cape of Bena ].?speranza, to the Straits
of Magellan, and. exclusive of all others ; for which
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