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ERIOUS

Con /zdemtzom,

'; HE RE has beerr lately a cutrent:

pany propofed’ to advance this-Year
LNl a-Million of Money to the Govern-:-j
PR ‘ment, at a low Rate of Intereft; 'in

Mf{ﬁ‘ompenﬁtlon of - Wthh thev were to obtam an
A& of Parhamcnt to’ prevent the Runmna of

Tea,lf R e

Tm: mon{‘crous Helghth to Wthh thls 111cgat

: Pra&me was grown, and the Damage which the

Puiblic fuftained: by it, very apparently deferved .

the Attentlon qf ‘our Miniftry.  But When the .

Point came' to be- confidered, They faw, that. if

“'the Duty on Tea' was lower’d, fo as to prevent

the Running it, the prefent Revenue muft be'
greatly diminithed; ‘and on thc other hand the

- Company found that 1f too much chard was: .

had

Report, that the Ea#-India (,oma"

TR WU




 had to fupporting the prefent Revene arifing -
. from . this Duty, then their Expectations would .
7 ot be anfwer’d . And thus this Plopofal came to

I Minrion all ‘this only s Matter of public
‘~Relﬁort'; ‘whether true or falfe, I' will not enquire,

tho’ I think it very probable, that fomething of
this Nature was in Agitatlon¢ L

. Howeve, this led me into many Refletions.

\vupog.l‘ the Running of other Mer chandifes in gene-

" ral,‘as well as Teas in particular; the great Incon-
veniences and Hardfhips which ‘Trade lies under
from- extravagant high Duties, - the Penalties of -

- tatidvagant ved of Merchants
Law, the many Oaths required of M.crc its
| ;}tlethé AC'uf_’corril—Houvfe 5. and thefe Reflections put

‘me upon thinking of fome Scheme, which mlg}ft )
ot only remedy the above-mentioned Inconvenis,
 encies, but bring with it likewife other confider-

able Advantages. What this Scheme is, “the fol-

" lowine Sheets fhall ex lain more at large. ‘I»w;ll» '
fg;nﬁeg Léavc to_prg)mifc iny.a‘,_fcw Words, th‘at.'
as-I have exprefied my Sc;n»t‘:x.m'en’ts'vcry,. f_reely,_
with no Defign to "A pleafe or dif] pleafe a | Pa;ty,' no,
Expe&atién, ‘or Défire of Reward, or View to

my own Intereft, in any Refpect; I fhall hope

to meet with a candid Reception from the Pu_b'fj
A ProjseT of I"d_"e;iféhﬁvé;:;V’Naiture,_ and of
fuch ‘Coﬂfequéncé to the Public, may ‘probabl); o
e R meet

A

- India Company, the Trader'in that Commodi,ty,',
el sl A

. SincE the Excife Duty of
. and if the Confum
-~ that Quantum, it

- But the :e.al‘Co‘riﬁ1'm

meet with many Difficulties in the

~which I have neither forefeen,

~dom in general, and its Tr.
- dhall leave it to ‘abler Hea
-ments they pleafe, [So my
dudtion} -7

Isuarr. begin

‘be fopp’d, to the Benefit of the Public, the Z4-

- and the Confumer of j¢,
Tea was laid, it brought in »
informed, 130,000/, a Year into the Exchequer;
ption was to be. computed from
1t would amount to no mere than
' 650,'00_0 Pounds. L '
Computation, - This is a.Truth well known to

- thofe who are: converfant in that Trade.  How-
- .ever, to make it révident_beyo
thall relate one fingle Fa@., ~

nd all Difpute, I

" So

_1ME\ Yeérs | ago»'thc,:Trc’af’ﬁref,of .th'eyf anf?’?r |
In NVMous

dia ,Compa'n'y receiv’d ‘an\: anonymous Letter

from Holland, which he livered to the ‘then.
Dire&ors, by which it was

s

Execution,
nor perhaps am
capable of removing; but.T fha]] cfteem myfelf
* amply rewarded for my prefent Pains,. if T have -

‘taid 2 F oundation for ‘the Benefit of the King-

' | s Trade in particular 5 and

Hleads and Hands to raife
. the Superftrycture, and grace it with what Orna-

ch by way of Inro-

- with the Article of running,
. Tea, and fhew- how this Pernicious Practice may

48 per ,Pour'i‘d'on: |
n-Average, as L am

ptiAoﬁ | vaﬂ:ly. ’éxéeéds ‘th‘is |

ntiwated o him, that -
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tbe Running; of Teu was become fo very' mUCh

in Praé'twe, that the Wiiter faid, He knewone

* Perfon in the Province of Fealand; Who exported

' f.-yearly for England by way of Smugghng, 1o Jefs
- ghan half a Million of Pounds, and that, 'if the
“Direétors would enquire, they {hould find it t6 be

fo: Tho’ this feemed incredible to them, yet upon

o Enqulry they were convinced of the Truth of it;

-for they were informed, that fuch 3 Perfon there
was in that Provmce, who, fome few Years beforc,

had been buta common Engl jb Sallor, Was now

marrled there to a-Woman who kept a China

~ 8hop, and had fo well ménaged Affajrs by his
~ Running Tradé to England, that he was in ds

ued;table a Way, as any Merchant whatfoever~
They found that the Qzannty of Tea, Wthh he

- was fuppofed to export to England, Had not been

at all magpified by Report, but, as they. believed,
was. really greater than hac been - reprefented

- That he had four Sloops of  his own, which he
- employed in “that ‘Ways and that he had more
Guineas and other Englifb Specie 'in his H0ufe, '
thian: they beligved any Banker (the Bank only ex-
cepted) in all Efzglmd beﬁdes, and that he, con~

| ﬁantly carried on. that Trade L S

THE Dne&ors aequamted the Mlmﬁer W1th. |
N it, who, to his Sorrow, could not prevent it.

This'I do not fay by way of Refletion upon the
) Mlmi’cer, for tho” he had nothmcr elfe. to mind,

amd ba.d been reyer fo careful and mdu{’mous, yet
* » he

‘[' g 1

hé could not hinder -it, ‘or ‘put a Stop to it
. Some Merchants will- venture where they can
~ double, or treble their Capital; and all the Art of -
Man won’t be able to hinder them: What hap- -~
pened mfmy Years ago in HoZZazzd plamly demon-—f'f ’

ﬂrates it.

"Tue French Ambaﬁ'ador complalned to the
\ Prmce of O/cmge, ‘that the Merchants of dmﬁer—‘f
duem, contrary ' to ‘Law, had fhipped off ' fome
Arms for Spain: He, as Sradtholder, enquired -
into it, and then told the Ambaﬁ'ador, that where
the Profit was {o great, the Merchants would fetch -~
 Armsout of Hell, and even venture to burn their
(.loaths 3 and that Wlth all hlS Power he could not :

prevent it.:

7 THAT the RunmnO* of Tea, therefore, is a*'
common Praéhce, I tbmk cannot be denied.’ But
if, after all, any of my Readers fhould doubt it, -
let me refer him to the many Seizures which' wef
fee mentioned i in our. Dally Papers and let him
confider how many ‘People are employed, what
' Diforders are produced by this Smuggling Trade;
~ how often Wounds, and even Murders do enfue o
~ Therefore every Man, Who has the Good of his S
: Country at Heart, ought to be deﬁrous of put-"j
" tinga Stop tofuchan Evil.. - ,
‘In order to it, I humbly propofe, that the Excife
Dty of 4s. per. Pound on ‘Tea, be repealed and
that_inftead of it, the Duty may be raifed upon-
every l«amﬂy in England which drmks Tea, the
\Hwb,ef’c zos, and the Loweft 53 a Ycar, to be’
. ‘ : B taxcd-

AT
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taxed it Proportion to the Number of Perfons it

each Family; and that of all Pubhc Houf%s
which fell Tea in Liquor, thofe in the Cxty of

Fondon .and Westminster pay 5l. a Year; and in

all other Places in: England 40 -Shillings.

But then, will it be faid, How fhall we know , .

what’ Families: drink Tea? For it Would be hard

to lay a Tzu§[ upon tnofe who do not.. : '
.’Fo this Ereplyin general that no Scheme Can ,

be thouoht of; from Wthh an umverfal Good is

: expe&ed ‘but what wrll at the fame time, be 11a~ |

bleto fome Drfﬁcultres However, to avoid this
particular Inconvenience mention’d in the prefent

Scheme, I would propofe, that every Officer, who
1s to levy thls Tax, fhould have prmted Forms of

powered by Parhament . adrmmf’ter to. every o
'Head of 2 Fa,mlly, who fhall deglare he does not
‘drink Tea,  And if fuch Head of aF Family. will-

take an Oath to this Purpofe, vz, ¢ That neither.

« he, nor any. of his Houﬂzold have, for the
< whole Year paft, to the beft of his Knowledge,.
¢ drank Tea dire@ly or indirectly, within his
'« Houfe;” This thould . be- fufficient to. exempt

‘him from. paying the Duty charg’d upon him,

But then, if the contrary to what he fwears can'
be clearly: proved upon. him, . a very {evere Pe--
nalty, fuchas the. Parhament mlght think PI‘OPGI‘,.—”'

' fhould be mﬁr&ed

“TI¥ this Method- fhould not - be approved I',r
’ ihould hope fome othex mxght be thought - of,
R S ) more:

[ " ' ]

more . fuited to the Happmeﬁ; ad ‘Eafe of my‘

, Fellow-SubJe&s, whlch is v:he fole End I have in
, Vzew SRR

I now proceed to thew tBe’Beneﬁt Whrcb may
arife from this way of colle&:mg thlS Duty, to the
feveral Branches mtereﬁed ther em

L I will 11nmed1ately, zpfa faﬁo, hmder trhe

‘ Runmng of any Sorts of “Tea; for where no Pro-

fit"is, there no Runmntr wrll be Whrch muﬁ' be a
Va{’c Advantage S :

L Ir lel be a great Relxef and- %let to" aii

: Dealels in, and Sellers of ‘Tea, ‘who' are now liable

| fo have their Warehoufes and Shops fearched and
- Av1ﬁted by any of the Excife- -Officers, who take it

- into their I—Ieads, under Pretence of Informatlon,
to come at Night, or any “other ‘unfeafonable

Time; When their real Intention i is rather-to pick

N vrhe Pocket of the Trader, than to do their own.
" ‘Duty. Befides, the" Traders muft now keep

Books, of Wthh fome are fcarce capable ‘But
according to my  Scheme, every. thing of this
Nature would be entitely avoided; for, as there
could be no Running, there could be no Suipxclon

of their havmg fuch Goods in thCll‘ Houfes, or in
the1r Shops DT .

III THE Eafzf Iﬂdm Company would be great

Gamers thereby, for ‘they ‘would be the fole Ven-

Bz 0 ders

B E b

NSRRI,
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ders of . all the Tea confumed in Great Brztam,

which is computed at no lefs than’ 1,500,000

Pound a Year, and what a prodigious Addition
* this would make to their prefent annual Sale, may
be very eaﬁly computed .

IV ALL the Confumers of T ca w1ll ﬁnd theu'
'Account init. ~For as the Duty now ftands, and
‘the advanced Price, which:{the Tea:Sellers raife

) .above the Duty, may well be computed toamount,
~ upon the ordinary, to 55. and upon | the better: Sort
- of Tea to 6s.. they will buy it for fo much lefy;
" for one Pound now fold at gs. will then be ‘got
for 4s. and the Shopkeeper will get more in Pro-

,Portlon, for he needs not lay out fo great 3 SLOCk,

'. nor glve hlS Cuﬁomers {o much Credlt as When '

. theDuty was upon it: By this it is plam, that fuch
a Famlly, asis taxed at 55,2 Year, gains Whatever

‘it confumes ‘above one Pound and fo the Fam1~ ’

'_ hes h1gher taxed in Proportlon 5

N LASTLY As to the Pubhc, who have now
1eee1ved by a Computaum in an Average'
130, ,000/. & Year, it is my OplnlOﬂ, that this

new Method W;H vafdy increafe that Sum

. BUT ﬁlppoﬁng the Matter fhould prove other—
“wife: Suppofing this new Method (contrary to all

reafonable Expeation) fhould . not, for fevend
, Y("af‘*‘;, advance the Yearly Sum of xgo,oool full -

. ot the rubhc need not be a Lofer F or m t_hls Cafe I

would‘

131
would propofe, that the Eaft-India Compamy

lfhould make: up the Deﬁcxency to the l,’ubhc»z :
And on the other hand, if. the new Method pro- i
pofed thould be.found. to anfwer. mote. than ‘the
_Sum of 136,000/, then the Benefit wotld beren
tirely to the Public, - The. great Increafe of the
.-Qlantlty of Teas, Whth the Company would: by -
this Means annually fell at.their ‘Candle, would
Aufficiently epcourage | them toventure an Engage« *
~ment -to the Public, to fupply any . Deﬁcxency“ ’
 which. might arife. Former Dlreétors, T:know,
~would very. wxlhngly have done'it; and there’ 1; |
0o Reafon to think, that the prefent Gentlemén
“have’ the - Company s Intereft lefs at Feart, ‘or
'_would Ihew lefs pubhc Spmt than thelr Pr’ede~

ceflors.
~App toall thefe Advantages already mem:xoned

one other ftill, which muft plainly accrue to the

Pubhc (and which is a very confiderable one) if

thxs Scheme thould - take. Place.  There would
, need no addltlonal OHicer, but on the contrary' '
many. mlght be difmiffed, who are. now em-
- ployed in- looking out to prevent the Runnmg
cand in plagumg the Dealers in Tea by Varxou;
Methods For this Tax will be eafily colleGed o
1. {l?r the very People that colleét the Wmdow- o
- Tax. |

| HAVING done W1th the Armcle of Tea, 1 Ihall -
.~pafs; on to another, much more material, and of 2 .
A nuch more. general Confequence. Here mdeed

T
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i find anyfelf under the greateft Difficulties, as 1

~ anh now 1o combat with the general Préjudice and

- Opiriion. of: the. greateft' Part ‘of -the Kingdom.

" ‘The wéry Mention of ‘the’ Word 'will ‘at once be

.apt-toiftartle ‘and alarm “my Readers; -and yet I

* -Bope’ to convince thole, who will pleafe to diveft

“therirfelves “of all ‘preconceived 'Notions, and’ -
‘judge of Things, not by their Names, butby

- their Nature, "That a General Excife, odious as it

~ may-found, is notenly neceffary, but would really

. bebeneficial: 1-do not mean fuch -an Excife as

-iwasintended, ‘or prefumed to beintended by a Bill

+brovight into Parliament about ten Years ago, for

" ighis I -always look’d upon gs deftructive of the
' «Good "of the Subje@, in many effential Points,

and therefore was as heartily zealous againft sbat
Bill, as it then ftood, as any Man in -the three

Kingdoms. -But g':G'eneml Ep&tz'fe’inan_i).th;r"Shapeg -
" s-what'T:am ‘now an ‘Advocate for; and T take

upon frie to fay (with-an Appeal to every Mer-

. whantin‘the Nation forthe Truth of it) that, with-
" rout fome fuch thing, the Trade of Great- Britain

.cannot:poffibly flourith, -or indeed well fubfift, un-
dér fuch heavyLoads-of Duties, ‘as ‘the feveral

| . Branches ‘are at ;préfent * charged “with; but ‘the
. French, the Dutch, and all other Nations' muf’c be

able to run away with it from us.

Brrork I open my own Scheme, I would beg
" Liegvesto obferve, how-entirely it differs from that,

- whichwas propofed ten Yearsago. At that Time,

indeed, -only two Commedities were mentioned,

namely,

[ 5 1

mmély, ‘Wine and Tdbacco. -Bﬁt Peop"l‘ei naturaﬂy “

gpprchendg:d;‘ that if the Bill had. paffed refpeét-
mg th;[e, every ;othe‘r Branch of ‘Trade Would"gy.;
Degrees have been brought under. the like Law. .

- Thisit was which made the Oppofition fo ftrong,,
fo general, and at the fame time, 1o reafonable, . .
- Asmuch and as well as I can recolle® fromwhat:
was then faid and written againft this General Eax. S
 ¢ifey (for fo. we muft call it).¢l  chicfly.
three Things alledged.” Firs?, An Increafe of the: =

(}‘ivil Lift. Secondly, A moft intalerablé and vexa.
tious Search which every Man would be- fubje&'-z'

 to, who dealt in excifeable Commodities. © And.

Thirdly, A great Increafe of ‘Excife-Officers, in.

. that.Café‘hecefTary to hinder Frauds.,

_ Tuzsr were the grand Objeions againft that.
Bill, and they. were prefled at that Time in ‘many-

Pamphlets with' fuch Force of Reafon and Argu-

ment, - that 'little could be replied. But in the -

Scheme which I fhall lay down, the two firft of .

thefe Obj Ctions can have no Place, and the laft
will be abfolurely reverted,

-~ My Propofal in thort is thi‘s"That"th"“' :
PaE D TR 1S LIS, there be but
one fingle Excife Duty over all,‘G%edi Britainyand .

that, upon HOUSES. As for England alone,

exclufive of. Scotland and Wales, (to which T re..

ferve myfelf to fay fomnthing hereafter) the Num.. |
~ Hylelt 1o lay lomnthing hereafter) the Num-
ber of Houfes, upon the ftricteft En'q'uir;, amounts

to no lefs than 1,200,000;

.

‘and according to the

- common Computation, every- Houfe being rec.
makes. in all 8,400,008 - -

koned at feven Perfons,
Souls. " "Now
. ) ‘ o | ‘ .v

it).there. were chiefly. -
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* How confide only what a Numberof Things
fuft be ufed by every one of ‘thefe, for which

~ high Duties” ar’e;‘p%idj ‘if imported from -abroad,
“or. high "Excifes; if of ‘our ‘own Produce; -and
" confidét fo what an ‘additional Pice the Seller
~ of every Commodity will - exact from™ the Con-
"funier'}“tup"bn’«>i:he Score " of ‘Duty- ‘and;..Exc;vlfe P
" Refle likewifé: upon -the numerous . Articles

which every Family “aftually pays for, fuch as-

" Soap; -Candles, ::..Wihdd\vs,‘.(aflzd‘-'*v\fl‘lat‘ is’ the
- moft confidérable of* all) Malt and” Land: And-
" then judge if T ant miftaken in my Calculation;

when I fappofe-that every one of “the 8,400,000

- Perfons, above" cé‘fﬁptlgéd,t‘paYsi}i_;Ij;.}a,rllfAVcr‘a}gcb v
© 4005, a Year, -without being a Penny the better

for it “either as to Victuals or Cloathing. - "And

- yet. according to: this Calculation 16,800,000 /.
“will in Effe@ be faifed upon the Subjedt* -
S RS R TR R DAL THAT
S Dt e e ol
"% T have been told that many People obje&tto thus ba.-

. ¢ulation; and think me miftdken, when I compute, that er;‘ly‘ |
Perfon pays in the Confumption 40. ‘pe7 Anp. towards the

. ily, at feven
- feveral “T'axes; and by Confequence every Family, at feven
- 'gi‘fl?smb‘cr,' '14/." 1 fhall therefore only fubjoin. a Lilt of

, : 44 A T T A Butics at their
ich: T'hings as are either _cha.rg d with h1gh Duties at v

" i;xl;liog‘te{g;n‘, or high: Excifes at home, and fuch as eve.rf)t
Family almoft is either more or lefs f_.o})hg’d:gqmake‘ufe of 5.
a5d then leave it to the Judgment and Decifion of every

* confidering Man, whethier T have over-rated this Matter, or

| all” Home-diftilled Spirits, Beer
‘Atrack, ‘Rum, Brandy; all Home-diftilled Spirits, B "
| ﬁ{?dé’ydéi Mum; Perry,; Sweet Wines, and Vinegar ;-
Ghi;:a¥Wafe, WroughtPlaté, Wire, Cards and Dice 5 Hides,

' ’qugftl_ier,"Parclvmrent, Ve.llc'jm, Paper, Paﬁeboard,. W\hali;

] A L Qs “Lace, Calli-:
. Velvets and all foreign-wrought Silks, Lace, -2
?ggé; Migjls, ‘and all Foreign Linnen, all Foreign Wines,

i

. Tuar - the moft wealthy, and moft fubffantial
- Part of any Nation thould bear the greateft Part
‘of the Burthen, is certainly moft reafonable, but

“as feldom put in Pradice. But-itisa Confequence -

~of the Method I propofe ; and thus T prove it.
I will fuppofe, that in the foregoing Compu-
" tation . of 1,200,000 - Houfés, there may be

100,000 at feveral Times uninhabited ; it would

be unreafonable to expect that they thould pay
Duty, whilft they remain fuch, =~ = =
- Nexr, I would fix upon 500,000 Houfes,

which we may fuppofe inhabited by the loweft

.and pooreft Sort of People ; from thefe T would
- expect no Duty, that thereby their Labour might

- become fo much the cheaper, and the Goods,

-which-are the Produce of their Labour, might,
by this Means, be fold at as low, or evena Jower
‘Rate than can be afforded by other Nations ; “for .
1 do not know any-Country in Exrope, where the
pooreft do not pay fome Tax, or other ; wheress,
by the prefent Scheme, thofe of this Kingdom
would be abfolutely free, AR
S G AFTER
fin, and Oil; Coffee, Tea and .Chocolate, Cinsamon, '
Cloves, Nutmegs, Mace, Ginger, Pepper ;. all Manner of
Apothecaries Drugs; Almonds, Raifins, Plumbs,” and all
Sorts-of Grocery Ware, Moloflus, Sugar, Soap, Candles,
Snuff, ‘Starch, - Tobacco, Salt and Hops: Now, I fay,
w%lpn we take a View of this formidable Lift, and confider
the large Quantities' of fome of thefe Things which are~

+ - ufed'and confumed in the Families of Noblemen, Gentry,

Merchants, Shopkeepers, Farmers, and that no Family
can {ubfift, however mean, without the Ufe and Confump-

“tion of many others of them ; I believe we fhall be tempted

‘to think that I have rather made my Calculation too low,

" when I place it, in an Average, at 40s. per Ann. each

- Perfon, or 147, per dun. sach Family, taking one Family

with another,
o i
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- ArTer this Deduction of Houfes, there wilk
ftill remain 600,000, which are to pay the whele

- Duty; not including Parochial Charges, or the -

- Poor’s Rate, which being Things, of a different

‘Nature, belong to every Parifh in particular, and
~are. not comprehended in - the General Scheme,

~ but are left as they were.

"LeT us fee now, whether from thefe 600,000

~ Houfes may not be raifed a fufficient Revenue to

anfwer the Ufes of the Publick.  But before we

. enter upon this, we muft compute a little what
- ~the Publick really wants. I would be underftood

“to- make this . Computation on Suppofition, that
- Providence may foon be  pleafed to blefs us with.
‘an honourable Peace, that the Intereft of the Houfe
. of Austria, being once effectually fettled, we may

‘not in hafte be under a Neceflity of intermeddling

- fo much again, with the Affairsof the Continent,
-and be driven to find out Funds for fuch immenfe
- Sums of Money, as have lately been raifed, and (to

‘the great Dewriment of the Nation) partly fpent

~ Abroad. RO . S
- Tue Queftion therefore is, what are the Exi-
gencies of the State in Times of Peace. =
1. His Majefty’s Civil Lift amount- ! ‘
.. ingto - - - < - - I 8ocooa

. II Intereft Mouey- to Difcharge the

~ Publick Debt, near, but not full 2000000

© 1. Money - for- the Current Serviee =~ - <L
- cofthe Year - - - - -. 2200000
. Inall—7, 5,000,000

oI

| [ v 3
~In order to raife this Money, T would propdfé
that 2 Duty of 10/ aYear thould be laid upon’

- every Houfe ;. which, upon the 600,000 Houfes,”

‘would amount to 6,000,000 " - i
- Trar Ido not mean the fame Sum of 1o’

to belevied upon every fingle individual Houfe,

I _‘pre'fume every Body will underftand ; I fuppofe
only, that fo much Money may be raifed upon '

the whole. | ‘ SRRE S EETIE

Trzrz will be a Difficultyin fixing the Pro-
pertion for each Houfe, ' but this Difficulty ‘might
be got over by the Government’s procuring an =

- Eftimate of the refpective Rent of thefe Houfes; = -
And as the Inhabitants would, by this Means, be -
difcharged from paying any Duties whatever, but :

- 1uch as are merely Parochial, they would have ne

Reafon to complain, if fuch an Eftimate was -
made. - For I believe they would ‘find, that there
would be a confiderable Saving to every F amily,
by paying one Duty only, in lieu of the many
which they now pay. -~ -
T'rrMethod Iwould point ouiforcolle&ting this -

‘Duty is, that every Houft in England, which" is

either let for, or inhabited by its Owners, worth
200/, a Year, orupwards, or where the Inhabi-
tant 1is in Poffeflion of a real Eftate of 1000/, a

Year, or more, let the Houfe he liveth in be -
great or fmall, fhould pay 100/ ; and that.all =
Houfes may be ranged in their feveral Claffes, the .
loweft at. 5 /. and the middie ones in Proportion, - -

with the Addition of real Eftates annexed to them.

Thisis, in general, my Notion of laying this Duty. |
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T HUS - 6,ooo,oool ‘might be eaﬁly rarfed and

as the Government, by- the above Computa.tlon,,

Wants only, 5,ooo,oool there would be .an Over-

plus of 1,000,000. - This. 1,ooo,ooo thereiore,.
. together with-what may hereafter be faved, by the
~ Reduction. of Intereft (wh1ch I have likewife«in .
my prefent View) I would propofe, thould be ap-
Phed 1o the Smkmg I und ‘towards dlfehargmo*.--,
the National Debt: And.Iam perfuaded that the
- Plenty .of Money would foon. ofitfelf occaﬁon
‘a-Reduction .of - Intereft, Wlthout any Foree: or
Compulﬁon ‘ B
Tre fame Sinking F und Would have a very :
confiderable Addition, if -the Legl_ﬂat,ure thould-
think fit- to charge all the Houfes in.#ales-and -
~ Scotland, which  have not- been yet . mentloned .
(after the fame Deduction; of - thofe inhabited by
the Poor) ‘with-the half of what thofe in England -
pay 3 which-muft amount to a confiderable Sum ; 3

for,- ‘according to, the beft Account, there are in

Scoilamd ‘about 250,000 Houfes, and Jin Wales -

above 150,000. If all this was faithfull y laid out

in clea.rmg the Publick Debt, it would :be  fur-
'puzmc to fee how much it would be leﬂen d in:

the fhort Space of 10 or 12 Years.

Ir, in. future- times, :the . Pubhck thould want ..
£0: 1a1fe a greater Sum .. for. the Current Services- of :
~the Xear, it mightealily. be procured by addmg g

for: every Million, they wanted one {ixth Part up-.
- on every Houfe ; and fuchan Addmon would:be -
yaifed within the Year; a Thing, greatly defireable -
by every, Body and the Want of which-has been.
tne Caufe of our prefent Debt; ' BEFQR}; :

-

[ 2]

BeroRrE I difmifs this- Subje&, I thmk itincum-

‘ 'bent upon me- to - remove - one- Objeéhon,zwhich

may. probably, andwith {fome:thew of ‘Reafon;bei
made,..viz. that.by, thus- fecurmg‘ﬁx Millions-t3?

- be-annually raifed: for- any: -détermifiate Nimber:
- of.Years, we:fhall’ ‘make 16> unnece{fary*to ‘have aw
Seflion of Parliament every Year; and fince! thig” "

would be apparently detrimental to the Subje&,
as.it - might prevent. . Redrefsof Grlevances,rand
tend - to rnake the Crown-more indeperiderit-ont
the People, than is confiftent -with 'the! Coriftitu~""

tion, I would propoefe (in order:'to':obviate ! ithisvs
Inconvenience) that-only, fix " Pound- ona Hotfe "
thould:be fix’ d, tobe: certamly rdifed every -Year;~
o and the remaining four Pound-fhould-be annuals *

“ly granted. by Parhament for anfwermg the Exi«

gencies of the Current Year, in the' fame " Manner-

as the. Land and Malt Tax areat: prefent granted

AND now grve ‘me - Leave mode{’dy 0" hmt‘-;f
what I would have the Legiflature-do: towards the'i’

Furtherance of thlS Schemé,

" I would humbly propofe, that the: Parlidment

thould, firft of ally in the: moﬂ: folemn Manner; -
- engage 1tfelf that, if ever-theré thould be'a Deéz
ficiency in- the Duty upon: Houifes, ‘the' Intereft -
~ thould, previoufly- and ' before any thing elfe, be -

faithfully paid to the feveral Propnetms of the

"Public. Debts 5. for “which the whole: Revenue
fhould ﬁand engaged S

- Next
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- Nzxr I would have them provide, that all AQs.
~of Parliament which' ever paffed, and laid any
- Duty whatfoever ;. all- Penal -Laws either upon
" Goods imported, or Goods now undér the Bur-
then of. Excife, and confequently all Forfeitures

to. be levied by any of the faid Adts, fhould be

Crepealed. .

© :TuEe only A& which I ’Wou‘ld have réemain in
~Force'is, that moft glorious Bulwark of our Trade,
. theA& of NavicaTion ; and even here T
would have a fmall Alteration made, the prefent -
Practice being a Hardfhip.on the Subject,by which -
many aninnocent Perfon has fuffered wrongfully. -
- Y mean in relation to the Claufe by which Own- -
" ers of Ships are  liable to Forfeiture for Crimes
committed by -Mafters or Sailors, which they
themfelves know nothing of; or if they did, would -
“not be able to hinder. ~This is the only Altera-
- tion which I think requifite; - for fuppofing that
Claufe to be left out, I look upon this At as the
beft which eveér pafs’d-for the Benefit of. Trade. -

Ir the Parliament ‘fhould = approve of this
Scheme, and' pafs fome A& or Aés to thefe Pur-
pofes 5 let us examine what Benefit would there- .
by. accrue to the Nation in general, and to its in- -

eftimable Branch of Trade in particular.

_ As to the’ firft, maﬁy,of the loweft Rank a- -
~mong the People would be entirely free from pay- =
ng any Duty whatfoevcr; and all thofe, who

- would

| L2231 N
would be obliged once a Year to pay a Tax upon
 their Dwelling-Houfes, would not only find a

great Eafe by paying but one fingle Duty, but -

alfo a great Profit, by paying, in the whole, much
lefs than they did before, 0

As to Trade, all Duties being abolifhed, it
event all Mannér of Running,

would entirely pi
~and hinder the Ruin of many Thoufands of poor
unhappy Creatures, which have been, or are fill
employed in the Smuggling Trade; and, T

 think, there were once, at the fame time, no lefs
~.than fifteen or fixteen Thoufand in the feveral

Goals in England ; now if this Scheme ' thould

take Place, I thould hope for their Sakes, that the

Legiflature would fhew Mercy to thofe now in

- Goal'for the fame Crime, and. annex an A& of

Grace in their Favour.

It would fet the Merchant and Shdpké;rief .

free from a Multitude of falfe and vexatious, or
frivolous Informations, which may now be lodged-
againft them. For, if ' ‘

lings, Warehoufes and Shops

- AND, as the Duty upon Merchandife imported
tro| 'ad, as Vyell»as upon our own excifeable
- Goods, amounts, in- an- Average,

from abro

a 7 , to above 50 per
Ce;z;; 1t would enable the ‘Merchant .as well ag

z}hé Shop and Warehoufe-keeper to trade with
- half :th‘c‘Stock.,‘gndj make his Profit the fame, ar
| SRR | ~ rather

5

L T e o O this Scheme takes Place, -
‘1o body will be empowered to vifit thekr Dwel-
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,;rabher mcreafe it; inv Pxoportxon to the leffer Sum

- for which he.can purchafe the fame Commodity,

* -This would créate ‘a greater -Plenty of Money,
~and.of Confequence greatly help to reduce the

Nat1onal Intere{’c

=i I:r would: alfo encourage the great Merchants,
_'when. they buy:any Goods upon Specu}atlon, as
;.,»they call it, -to: keep the: fald Goods at home, and
" employ.their own Warehoufes 5 - whereas, as the
1 Cafe :now ftands, they aré in Prudence obliged to
~fhip.off fach. Goods, as are entitled to a Draw-
. back of 30, 40, and even 'more per Cent for
" Holland, or'other Places, Whereby Dutch Ships
- dre not.onlybenefited, but we pay Commiffion,
)Warehouf@Room, and ‘other -incidental Charge% '
- which our own Pecple mlght put in their, own -

Pockets, and have the Goods i the1r own Poﬂ'ef-

TH aT all’ Prohtbxtlons are in general hurtful
has ever-been my- G)pmlon, and T'don’t que{’tlon

but moft Merchants 1o far agree with me ; tho
‘there may be Cafes, whele Neceﬂity w1ll call .

for them.

.4

THERE are, at prefent, two prmcxpal Proh1»

bxttons in* Foice, one. acami’c all Eaft- India
-colour’d: Goods, ‘and Wrought Stlks, the other:
‘againft wearing Eaﬁ -India Callicoes ;. The: Firft

Was procur’d by that great Statelman the Earl‘ of
Hﬂﬂf %y ‘when Mr. Monmgue, towards the latter
St , ‘ End

[25]

fL,nd of ng T/I/zllzam s Relgn, what Good thxs -

has' done, I leave others to judge.  But this I

~ know, thatthis very Nobleman declared to aPers
fon of Credit, who told it me, thatin all his Life-
time, he had never done any. thing,. whteh he fo

»Imcere y repented of; but 1t was now grown fo

vers, and others of the mfenor Sort, that it Would E

" bc dangerous to attcmpt to repeal it. -

THE A& for prohlbltmg the Wearmg of Ca.lh«

coes was fo lately paft, that it is almoft. freth in-

“every Body’ s Memory; it is certain it has donea
World of Harm to fome of the Manufaétures of
Englzmd and" parttcularly to the City. of Nor-

o wich,. for whofe Benefit it was chxeﬂy intended. "
~Of this Iam fully convinced; the very People of
the City are now fenfible of it themfelves; and one -

_of the chief Promoters confeffed before he dled,
that he found it one of the worft Ac&s that ever

, paﬂ'ed The Reafon is; the Prohtbmon of Cal-

licoes here at home made them’ more plenty in

~ foreign Markets, where there ufed to be a De-
* mand For Norwich Stuffs; and when the People

abroad found that they could purchafe Callicoes

. {which had the Advantage of being new every
7 time: they werg wathed) for a finall Matter more
~ than they . could procure Norwich Stuﬁ"s, they

chofe rather.to get into the Wear of this cleaner

_and-neater Apparel; and thus- there became little-
" “or no Demand for our Stuffs. abroad, and, confe-

j quently by Degrec a Decay of t;he Manufa@cure
;u:home D , - Bur

R e
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‘v ‘7'-Bﬁf’ﬁeﬁaégfthgDamage which it did to fome’

of theManufactures in this Country, the Reve- -
nue loft above - 50,000/, a Year by it, notwith~

ftanding which it ftill ftands unrepealed. There-

fore the Legiflature ought to be very cautious
how they lay“a Prohibition, unlefs there appears
- amabfolute Necefity. -~ "+ 7 |

AxoTHER vety great. Advantage which this

~ Scheme will produce, if pgf_fcd“in_to-a Law’,‘ and
* “which is of ‘a miuch more ferious Nature, is the

preventing a Multitude of falfe Oaths, which are

daily made at'the Cuftom-Foufe-and Excife Of-

ficé;. for Oaths are fo wonderfully niyulti’p‘liéd by

" the Penal Laws, and withall grown fo véry fami-
| ﬁz‘ir, that it is a long time ago pa’;ﬁ\‘ed I'I,nfo;fa'?P\{?"f k
‘verb in the City to-fay, 1t z;g&}z;_tia‘Cuﬁomfﬁoqjé 1
" Ouath: In fuch a flight manner ‘are they taken;

and how many are proved to be falfe, Wdfmmﬁer—
Hall may beft te}l:.‘ TR e

'
N \

“ Tuerre is oné remarkable Oath which is laid

. ‘upon-all fuch as fhip off .G@d?)‘; thrff._ a-..D»r.aW& '
back is to be received; every Exporter is obliged .

to take it, when his Debenture is madc out; vallé
it is of fuch a Nature, that no Man «can do it

with Truth; fo that when it-was firft required,
{everal Merchants, who had Regard_ to- wh’-at‘-t.’k{ey :
‘were to fwear; remonftrated againfkt it, tho’ thh» ”
‘out Succefs; the Oath was to be ’ctram-med.d?wwn,;

“or no Df’awbéck.._to, be had i

': TE;.:I_:’I"H?J@ .

T2z 1

“T'mrs Oath in Subftance runs thus,’ You Jwear
that the Goods mentioned in this Debenture, are -
fhipped offeither for your own Account, or by:
+Commiiffion from abroad; and that they-are not:
landed, orintended to- be landed in any Part of
lGrfé.ét»Brzfzf@z'n,"yoﬂ; having the Direction of -;/yg_ .

Voyage, . .

 -On thefe Taft Words lies the Objection ; for
no Merchant has. the Direction of the Voyage. -
"This belongs to the Owners, and the Captain of

the Ship ; and the Peifon who thips his Goods

- on Board, only. takes a Bill of Loading, and can-

not pofiibly anfwer for the Captain, if he will fteer

to another Place, " befides that which he promifed

to.goto: Of this there was afew Years ago a fa-

mous Trial, by way. of Information, againft one

of the “Aldermen of the City of London. ~ This
Gentleman had fold a Parcel of Tobacco free on
Board, -as the Cuftom is; and by fo doing was -
entitled to the Drawback, and confequently oblig-

. ed to take this Oath ; his Tobacco was according; -

to the Bill of Loading configned to Holland; bug
inftead of that, the Captain went to Ireland or
Scotland, and there, run his Tobacco: Ten or
twelve Years afier, the Alderman was attacked b

- way of Information 5 and tho’ the Counicil who
pleaded againt him confeffed, that there appear-
-ed no Fraud in him, neither that he had been pri-
vy to the aleering of the Voyage, yet by his Oath
he was found guilty, according to the Letter of.
- the Law, and condemn’d in the Penalty.
- RS B ST



IF we ferxouﬂ'y then conﬁdcr the Naturc of au ‘
Oath that itis a- folemﬁ, Appeal to God'as: a

B Wxtnefs of our Veramty, to God from whofe

Knowledgé nothxhg is hid, to Ged “whi s the: Pa-

 tronand Protector of Truth, and the- Aveng&r %
of Falihood what* muﬁ we'- think our” Punifh=-
~ ment will be, when we invoke him thus {hghtly |

and ‘often fallely ? This perhaps may be call’d
Picaching, and o bé ridiculed: Bot I am® not
 afham’d to fay, that I firmly" beli¢ve, the Ahmgh— :
-ty will never permit.the falfe’ Sivéarer to go un=
pumfhed and therefore, ‘when thé Sin of Perju-

fy onte becomes general I have my Fears, that

‘He may look upon itasa National Sin. . And il
mt God be avenged on fuch a Nation as this?

‘BuT to return from - this fhort Dlgreﬁion let

- us fiow obferve the feveral Benefits which this new:
- Scheme of” ralﬁng 6,000,0001 a Year affords;
~ the very Manner of collefting the Duy will be -
oné Advantagey for when each Houfe 18 once"

 taxed, what "Frouble s it to pay the faid yearly

Tax? I would fix the Quantum on" Plate of

Brafs as they mark’ Houfes mfured acramﬁ: F ne,,
an.d the:rc could be no leputc A

FOR thxs Purpo{l, I Would havc a Rece1ve1~
Geneml in each County, one of the moft fubftan-
tial | nhabltants, and of the mo{’c approwd Cha-

vader, W who could nge good Security 3 and in orr
- derto procme ‘fiach a one, [ would allow: him for

- hlmﬁ,lf a,nd hxs Collﬂ&ors, and neceﬁ'ary Clerks
o x.mder

| [ 20 1 |
undcr him, & Salary ‘of -no: lefs thian Four per.
Cent. out of all the Money: he fhould ratewef,\and‘ ,

~ returtt into’ thie Exchiequer: - This- would: be fo. -
‘ moble and’ geneTéuS’a)Payment, ¢hiae it could: riog:
fail of bcmg defired’ by- the: bet Man: - eacshJ |

County. The Charges upon-the 'whole' Reverue -

by that Mearxs woyld’ be- 2'40,0061 which is now - |

computed at’ above One Mxlltonb Whether ‘this

’ ﬁwmg, and tarning’qut; - oy rendering’ ufelefs fuchs
 a Number of Officers, as-are fiow employe& wilk

stomote or difcourage: this- Scheme, Time will
fhew 3 but I hope, ,that when his Majefty; the.

. Mim&ry, and’ Parliament; will plcafe to eonfider” -

the vaft Debtsalready contrated, the great Sutms
which are now yearly, wanted, - the high Diities.

; which Merchants and Traders lie under ; they: will
po&pone all other polmcal Conﬁderatxons, and.

have an Eye to the true Intereft of tlie Nation in,
general, and of its Trade, from' W‘hlch all Bcneﬁc
muft arife, in particular. ~  °
1w the laft Place, fince I would wnlhngly calcu-
1ate my ‘Scheme for the Good of the whole Com-

riiunity, andat the fathe time not to the Preludice -

of any individual Meémber, if it could be avoided 5

| 1 would be very willing that the Parhament fhould .
confider all thofe who, by this Scheme, would -

lofe their prefent Employment. - Let their Salary =
be continued to them upon the fame Foot they

~haveit now, orduring their Lives, and this per-

“haps. would induce them to look Wlth a favourable |
Eye on our Deﬁgn ‘ S

| 'Tmfftf
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T HA'I‘ ibmethmg like a Scheme of th1s Natme,

is. expedlent, or. rather abfolutely neceﬁ'ary, Tam

more convmced thanIcare to exprefs for Iwould.v .
inot WllhnOIy give a Handle to our Enemies to en- -
tertain a meéan Oplmon of us. "I know we are a

'nch and. Wealthy Nation,’ and have great Refour—-‘, :

© cesy: . but confider what the Sacred Hiftory reports}

A\

of -the Riches of Solomon: HIS Tleafure was im=-,
i menfe, fuch as ‘enabléd him to, build -a Temple ‘
‘at. j‘erzq[alem, (agcording  to the -Computation-of

Iearned Men) of-almoft 1ncred1ble Value. Yet his.
R1ches have long {ince Vam{hed the Place Where

. the Ternple ﬂ:ood and even 7emfalem itfelf, that

contained it, is fearcely now to be found.. God
forbid that this thould ever chance to be our Cafe,

" by gomg beyond our Strengt:h |

RECOLLECT now. mto one fhou: Vlew the fe-'

veral Conveniencies attendmO* thlS new Scheme,

: m its whole Extent

CONsmE R, Flrﬁ the Evds it aims to prevent
Iuch ‘as - Frauds. and. Colluﬁons, ‘in running. of

~ Goods; vexatious fearching.of, Shops and Ware-
‘Houfes ; a numerous Band of Officers, who are'a :
- great Charge and Burthen upon the Public; fre-
quent fnvolous and vexatious LaW-Smts, ‘and |
“above all, Equxvocatxons with Oaths, or down—l .

rlght PCI‘_]UI’I(:"S. SLi

* v

OBSERVE, Secondly, the poﬁtwe a&ual Ad~

»vantage it wdl bring; to. the Eﬂﬁ India Compa— v
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Ay ; to the Merchant to the Confumer of Goods

“of all Sorts; “to the Pubhck Funds 3 ‘and in there,
to."the Nation in general, as -well as to the moft -~
ufeful (tho’ ‘at prefent moft- unhappy and moﬂt? &

btn then d Part of it) the Poor. ,y

J

ADD to thls, that 1t ‘would be a Mcans of miak-
ing Grmt-Brzmm, ‘what is call’ d in the Mercan—

tile Stile, a Free-Port, (a Circumftance very  de~ -
firable by every Well-wither to this Country) and -
then fee whether it does not deferve the Care of .
every worthy Patriot, to make fuch a Scheme af

it can be) feafible and pra&lcable.

I have fa1d at the Begmmng, that I do not prc~

~tend to have advanc’d this Scheme as one that will

be attended with no Dxﬂicultxes, or liable to no

~Objections. I fee very clearly that there muft be

fome Regulations ‘upon fome certain Specxcs of
Goods, - which may be imported from Abroad,
and would interfere with our own Manufa&ures 5

as well as upon others, ‘where Regard muft be had -

to T'reaties.” ButI am’ _peffuaded ‘when thefe Re-

‘~ gulatlons come to be: made, if Merchants actually
in Trade were confulted upon'them, and the Wif-

dom of the Legtﬂature would be pleafed to inter-
pofe its Aﬁ’iftance, and - take 1into conﬁderanon,
what are the propereft and moft effe€tual Me-
thods for the Encouragement of ‘T'rade, and Na-

vigation : I fay, with th1s Concurrence, I am per-
'_-fwaded fome of thefe Hints might be improv’d.

into a Scheme, thch might make this Kingdom,
profpcr

e
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| profper and ﬂounih._.I fhall -for my' own Part,

rejoice to. have: contribited my Mite; and happy

~ fhould: I{;hmkzmyfelf ify in: ccmfequence of fueh .
‘aScheme, «it: 1mg11t be fa1d of us,-as it was in'an-
- cient: Tlme of Iyre TR T e

THAT» »mam MERGHANxTS ARE. Pamcns,
.AND T*HBXRTKAFFIOKE&S~THEHONOURABLF

-fes THE EaaTn.;_.t;




