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LETTER

FROM A

MERCHANT

Who has Ieft oﬁ" TR.ADE
MEMBER of PARLIAMENT.

IN WHICH

The CASE of the Bmtz/% and Irgﬁ.'r :
‘Manufa@ure of Linnen, Threads, and Tapes,

is-faitly ftated, and all ‘the Objections againft

~ the Encouragement propofed to be glvcn to
‘ that Manufaé’cure fu]ly anfwered |

'1,L0ND0N

Prmted for R.WirLrock, at Sir ]fczac Newton ;,

Hmd xn Cornbzll .M DeC xxxvur.
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A
LETTER f'r’om_ a Merchant,' e
-8 I R B C Aprzltz, 1733
k ‘OUR Letter of- the goth paft gave me a |
- twofold Satisfaction, I was pleafed to find 2

Member of our Legiflature, fo fenfible of his
- Duty, and fo much concerned about the Pub-

hck Welfare ; and I was pleafed .when I conﬁdered

that fuch a Man was my Friend.
_Gentlemen in your Station, and of your way of

'Thmkmo, muft certamly be under great Difficulties,

when Apphcanon is made to Parhament for any new .

i Regulation in Trade for in almoft every fuch Cafe;

the private Intereft of Men is engaged on each Side
of the Queftion, and both are apt to milfreprefent
thofe: Falts upon which the Reafonmg muﬂ: be

founded. |
As I was long engaged in the Dutch and Ham-

burgh Linnen Trades; as I got my Eftate principally

by that Trade; if I had any Bya{é it would probably

be againft the Propofition now made to Parliament’;

and if I were ftill concerned in that Trade, my private
Intereft m1ght perhaps, make the Propoﬁtxon appear.
to me in the fame Light it appears to thofe who are

our prefent Dealers in foreign Linnen: But as F am

now retited, and no way concerned in-any Branch of

| Trade, T am not particularly Interefted upon either Side

of the Queﬁlon and my Concern for the Welfare of
my Country is, I believe, a Ballance for any Prejudice

I may have in Favour of that Tradc by thch I got .
my Fﬁ.lte o , S
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R 4 ('4 ) aR fon for the
 #phus 1 have endeavoured to give a Reafon for the
go'gc‘lhg)?piinion you are pleafezll to e}}{lpr;)fs ofr;;];rol_ét;](;vge

‘ d Impartiality 5 and as the Fape
i’iﬂ%inznwill»cgntribme to refrefh my Mgna‘pry,flllflag;i
ive you my Thoughts upon the Subjeét as tul ‘Y't
glur}é sire. and with that Freedom and "Sincerity
| W(;lich g due to the Friendfhip {ubfifting, between us.

In treating Matters of Controverly, 2 P?PK lggg
¢hod or ©Order contributes towards giving the Reagler

~ a clear Conception of the Affair in ‘Difpute, and to-

the BN 2 ade
“d¢ imprinting upon his Mind the Arguments ma
g{%rd;fl?r? rleith’eg ‘Sgdc' of the Qzeﬁmn, Fheyefg??'& e{
 {hall digeft what T have to fay into the fqllvqyyn;lga Me-
thod : I fhall firft make fome Remarks up(mltc Na-
o 'of Trade and Manufadures in genetal ; from
whenee I fhall fhew tha“he,L.’””m_?V-’;“’“,‘f“;?‘?fue |
one of the moft advantageous a Nation Can puriuc.

Next, I fhall fhew the Advantage a Nation has by

being poffefied of a Manufacture, and the Methods - j.

' ‘on may obtain the Pofleffion of
whi jother Nation may obtain' the Poffeflion of
t;y VZEI‘]lllerll ail oﬂlall “confider the Progrefs and_fpg{epg
%%éte of our Liwmén Manufatture, and th¢1})ﬂ§_ an *{rg;e
enocs it now labours under,  After which 5 al tace
a-ngd -endeavour to anfwer the Obj_g&;ons ma 'eha%]?ew.‘
| the Réﬂgulatibni propofed; ;an'q cqncl‘ude‘, w1tf > fhew
sng the Advantages the Nation may reap ot T
fmprovenleht of -our Linnen Manufaitures.
Poljvreorn;r%eai{olghes ~of a Nation Vds_penzd pqgt,:phzr;i 1; g
Tavine Mines of Gold and Silver, but upon it's pAVING
?Z;I:mge}*\o@lsn and induftrious PZ izoplea:SS_'lpa‘m: ‘g:;lt £ fri;z‘z(t) .
,al are rich in Mines of Gold and Szver, but thi o
%ﬁfu:éia;fs, :nd, the few they have are idle or luxu

Tious: therefore neither of them has any g_"‘?%; P%‘;‘;egz
and the Riches their Slaves dig from the Bow

e h, are yeatly fent out for fupporting t
;};efsEfrfg inmlyy‘ o;fy their Peo;lnle.‘ _Qn tl}e_wgqrg%?;,
* Britain and France have no Mines of G?l;; _c‘:’r”,2 lzbj»ed,
‘bt 'they have Multitudes of quple. uﬂfu y 7 eiy

d Experience it is ccrtain, that the

, (s
and confequently -are Rich. and Powerful. - So highly
{enfible is the wife -Chinefe Government of this Max-
im, that tho’ they have, according to all'Accounts,
rich Mines of Gold and Silver, they allow few or none
of them to'be fearched after or kept open. From

Experience thérefore, as well as Reafon, we muft con. -
‘clude, that. with ‘refpect to National Good,  thofe .

Riches only aré defireable which’ are gained by the
Induftry of a Multitude of Subjedts, -~ . " .
- The chief Methods of gaining Riches by Induftry
are, 'Agriculture, Fithery, and Manufaure ; -and of
thefe,” Manufacture s the moft advantageous for a
Nation; becaufe whatever may be gained that way,

- will employ and maintain ten " times the Number of
People that can be employed and maintained, by
‘gaining the fame Sum  to the Nation in cither. of the

other ‘Methods. T herefore, - tho’ every wife Nation |

will encourage Agriculture and Fifhing as much as they

- can, yet they will always encourage both, rather with

a View to rendet Provifions cheap among their Ma-
nufacturers, than with a View to get by Exporting,

the Produce of either to Foreign Nations ; for the

cheaper Provifions are in any Country, the more able
‘will their Manufaéurers be to-underfell Foreigners in

every fort of Manufacture, ¢

- Of all forts of Manufa&ure, the Woolleé. fah’d Liﬁ;

“#en are the moft beneficial ; becaufe they employ the
greateft Number: of Hands, and are the moft necef-

fary.  Which of thefe two ought to have the Prefe-
rence, ‘I thall not pretend to determine; but: with re-

1pedt to the Production of the original Materials, the

Linnen {eems to have the Advantage ; for there muft

. be more Hands employed in producing a Quantity of
- Flax than in producing the fame Quantity of Wool.
‘However, ‘as thefe two Manufattures are fo far
from being ‘inconfiftent, that they fupportand encou-"
i rage one another 3 and as Agriculture is abfolutely
‘neceflary, and Fifthing -extrémely convenient for the
‘Support of “both; therefore the M pollen and: Linnen

Manufactures,
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o | (6) |
Manufadures, Agriculture, and Fifherics, ought, and
always will be jointly encouraged, as much as pofiible,
by every wife Government. -~ . . - e
- " For  this Purpofe the Soil; Climate, and Situation
of Great-Britain and Ireland, have the Advantage of
every Part of the known World. .Qur Climate and
. Soil are - as proper for producing Hemp and Flax,

Wool, and every fort of Grain, as the Soil and Cli-
mate of any Country on Earth; and with fefpect to
the carrying on -of Fifheries, and exporting what
‘Goods we have not ufe for, or importing what we

" ftand in need of, we have, by our Situation, the Ad-
vantage of all other Nations; fo that if we are out-
‘done in Agriculture, Fifhing, or Manufactures, cyfpe’f-
cially of 70l and Linnen, by the People of any other
Country, it muft be owing to fome Neglect, or fome
wrong, Step, in our Conduct, and not to any natural
Difadvantage. S

The four Seas are our
in our Dominion ; and

Property; the Ocean is with-

~belongs to us, we cannot fail of ‘making Profits at
Sea by our Fifheries, and at Land by Agriculture,
‘Grazing, and Sheep-Walks. . our -1
muft be employed for the Production of Corn s thofe

which are not fo proper for producing Carn, may be |

converted to the Production of Hemp and Flax ; and

thofe - which are not proper- for Agriculture, may be

“ufefully employed in Grazing or Sheep-Walks ; by

which means every Part of our Soil will conduce to

.. the Improvement of the other; ‘therefore no_meafure

ought to be neglected for enabling our People to make

~ a Profit by every one of thefe Methods ;. and no one

of them deferves more to be , ;than the
roducing of Hemp and Flax, and the bringing o

that Produétion to its utmoft Perfection by M?.“,“,ljf i

facture.: L S RS L
" Bread is without doubt, of all forts of Produce,
“the moft neceffary, but after we haﬂv;cvpr‘_qduced a fuf-

ficient

as we have at Land a great
Variety of Soil, .if we make a proper Ufe of what

Some. of our Lands

be encouraged than the

- “ficient Quantity of Corn for our own People, an Acre

of Land would be employed: much more beneficially

for the Nation in producing Hemp and Flax, than in .

producing any Species of Corn' for a- fofeign Market 3
becaufe the Hemp or Flax that grows upon an Acre
of Ground, will be of greater Value, and will main-

- tain a’ greater’ Number of ' People  than ‘any fort
-or ‘any Quantity of Corn that can be produced frony

that' Acre 5 and both thefe Advantages may be vaftly

- improved by’ Manufacture 5 whereas Corn:is a fort
 of Produce 'that can admit of no confiderable Im-

provément by any fort of Manufacture,

- T have faid, Sir, ‘that of all the Methods of géiﬁi,ng

‘Riches by- Induftry, that of Manufacture,- efpecially
the Woollen and Linnen, is the moft advantagéous to
a Nation ; but-as you was never. concerned in Trade,
give me leave to: explain and- enforce this Doétrine
a lictle farther.” ~As the Produce of the Labour of

Induftrious Poor is all clear Profit to a Nation, and

a5 the Riches and Strength of every Nation'is in Pro

portion to theMultitude of Subjeéts induftrioufly em-
ployed ;' it is. certain‘thdt every Nation ought to turn

- their Lands and their Hands chiefly to. the Produce of
that ‘which employsthe greateft Number of Poor; and

may be raifed to the higheft Value by ManufaGure,

Nation may gain by Grazing; by Pafture, or Sheep-
‘Walks; by Agriculture for the Produétion of ‘Corn ;

“and by Agriculture for the Production  of Hemp and

*In-this Inquiry T fhall found my-Suppofitions and
Cilculations principally upon - the  Suppofitions. ‘and
Calculations " of ‘the lngenious and Accurate Arthus

Dobbs, Efq; in his Effay. on the Trade and Improve-
~ment of Ireland 3 for tho’ in his Suppofitions and Cal-

culations he makes ‘ufe of the Plantation Acre, : which
15 larger than the Engli/h Statute Acres yet as the

Lands in England are, 1 believe, upon an Average,

‘Now according to this Rule; let.us. examine what a

Q.

more fruitful than:the-Lands in Ireland, therefore we

may
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may xi’eckoh/f the Produce of an Englifly Acre will be

' afier ‘thei beft” Method; and employed: in- the Produg:

equal to what he fuppofes may be the Produce of an
;[}’l:ﬂ) ’A'C.re-.:}‘ e et . s .

that are.employed in fattening: Cattle, Hogs, &, or in

- keeping Cows for:making Butter, - or; Cheefe, he rec- ;
- kons vthe ‘Produce. cannot -amount; to above, 115,

45:1.: .?pyrsﬁiAqrer‘Yéar}.y'g or 125 and.5d. at. m,,oﬁ,_s
and:as'.to - Agriculture, ‘he reckons.an -Acre plowed

tion of 'Wheat, may ‘be. worth: te, the  Publick;: one
with another, above 3/ 5. per. Acre Yearly ;. which

- in Agriculture. than ;0

have:them employed:in Grazing, .. .. i

- Now: with vrefpe&‘:toiSheeP-Walksi,Erv:é,ﬂar‘l AgYICUL’ ~ may thereby be made to empl vaft Number, of
| m ereby be nploy :a vaft Number, of

ture’ for the Prodution of Hemp. and.Flax, 1 fhall

" ly, which at 6. 84d.: per Stoné i§' 26 5; - 8.d. To which

lick in'either of thefe Ways, when theProduce is fold

what it may.be worth to the Publick;. when the Pro-
duce - is not fold: till’ fully: manufactured..; If the #o0/
‘were ' fold without “anys Manufatture, . it is cerain,
‘Sheep-Walks would not be of any confiderable Benefit
to'a’ Nation;, fof the.fame ingenious Gentleman {up-
pofes, -that ‘three::Sheep at-a . Medium  will -produce
but’a" Stone of Wool, :and- he allows but four Sheep
t0 an Acre in common. Sheep-Walks, one ‘with ano=
thér. - At - this ‘Raté, three Acres: would - maintain
twelve Sheep, and produce four Stone of Wool ¥Year-

" add three fat Sheep fold off Yeaily at 9 g. each, which

45, ‘pér. Stong -is worth 6/, ‘So that every 'Acre of
NS I e 'Fl_‘%

is 27 5. thefe threé Acres are - thereforg, worth: -to.the
Publick Yearly, 21 135 8d. which-is  near: 1§,
“per Annumeaci. I P B R e BRI
" Then as to- Agticulture for the:Production of Hemp
‘and Flax, ‘an Acte of Flax may be computed; 1o, have
thirty ' Stone . of -Flax - fit' for the: Heckle;, which rat

T

()

| Flax, without any Manufa@ure, is worth to the Na=
| ST 7 || tion 64, from whence it appears, that this. Method
" " As to' Grazing; by which he, means thofe Grounds - || ©f employing our Lands is the moft profitable to the

{ Publick; and to this we muft add, that it gives Em=

ployment to the greateft Number of People s for the

| Tillage and managing of Flax or Hemp, in order-to

make it fit for Market, certainly employs more Hands
1n.the fame Quantity of Land, than the Tillage and

-managing, of Wheat or any fort of Corn, and. this
| laft employs a greater Number of Hands than can be

’emplby‘ed‘fin;Gl’aZng or -Paftare, -~

thews how much ‘more beneficial 4t is to a- Nagion t6 | - .But what makes Sheep- Walks, .and the producmg |

- have: their. Lands: employed

| of Hemp and Flax of infinite Benefit to-a Nation, is,
| -that -the Value of our Wool, and of, our Hemp and

Flax, may be vaftly improved, by Manufacture, and

firfticonfider what an :Acré may be worth. to. the Pub- - ~more Hands: ‘Mr.: Dobbs_reckons-a ‘Stone of, #ool
-manufaétured; without Dying, at leaft worth 37 105

without ‘any Manufacture; and next, I, thall .confider ;f‘hcreforc I may reckon;every Stone of our ##s0l, when -
|| fully manufaétured, tobe worth 4. to the Nation 3

: and ‘confequently, . that every three ‘Acres of our
. Shegp-,Wa‘lks,»Apro‘ducing,,four Stone of 7ol and three
fat ‘Sheep Yearly, muft by. proper ManufaGure be
1 reckoned. to bring 1774 4s. neat Profit to the Na-
| fon, - which is near 6/, pér Acre Yearly: As for
| Hemp and Flax, the Increafe in their Valge by Ma=
+ nufacture adds fill' more to the Value of every Acre
1 employed in that way 5 for Mr. Dobbs; aft.er'h;a.ﬁhg‘~ :
| Tuppofed that an Acre of Flax has_ thirty Stone fit for

the - Heckle, reckons thefe thirty Stone of Flax will
| make. about three hundred and fixty Yards of Linnen
. atabout 184, per Yard, in all about 24 or 28 /. there-

fore. we mauft ‘reckon that every Acre of Flax, when

| Properly manufactured, brings 27 or 281, Profit to

|| e Nation at 2’ Medium ; and this is certainly .the
1 loweft Medium . we can tak iy seany. the
| compute: the Vaal ue a. Pound of  Flax might be raifed:
| 1 by being wrought up into the fineft forts of Laces,

e it.at; for if we  were to
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7 Weight in Gold: -
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we ‘fhall “find it may be made wotth mok’;ef,th‘m its

\

" Having thus fhewn the Advantage the Nation reaps

from Grazing or Fattening of Cattle, 5¢. from Pa-

i

frire or Sheep-Walks 5 and from Agticulture both -

for the Production of Corn, and for the Production of

 Hemp and Flax 5 it is eafy to detetmine which deferves

moft to  meet with' publick Encouragement s and. as

“the ‘Value: of -the Produce of our Lands, as well as

he Numbers of our induftrious Poor, are vaftly i
tciiafliiuby«‘the Woollen and Linnen ‘Mal}qfa&q?(_:s{?' eve-
ry one muft fee that thefe two Manufactures, - and the

" Produce of our Lands neceffary for th§m5'» d‘efc{rve’a ‘

more than common Regard. =

T fhall not pretend to find fFa»‘lt with outr Boun=

~ ties upon the Exportation of Corn, or our P;ohlblf 1
tions: or: high Duties upon the Importation of any /f

rovifions neceffary for the Support of our
'fl'?:jti)ro-,f b']fit; I am fure, ofyall}\‘for;s‘ of ,‘EXPQY?S’f‘the
Export of Manufactures deferves moft to be encon-
raged by the Publick ; and as-to: the Produce of our
Lands, it ‘may be the Intereft of private Men to en-
hance the Price, and not to increafe the }(lqan‘t‘ltyfé
but it is always the Intereft of the Publick to" increa

) . R . C 4 N L . B _T e.
- the Quantity, even tho’ it {hould lower the Pric

x _even. tho 1 lower the i
There is certainly in all forts of Cqm_modmes an equal
Priéef a Pr’iée‘th{:tt 18 equally convenient for thg Buygtl
and Seller ; and" this Price might be fixed by a %u‘ -
lick Law, if it were pofiible to fix the future Pro-

" duce and Demand of any one Commodity whatfoever; |

but as the latter is not poffible, every Law for fixing
the Price of any’f‘ort'o}; Commodity, or any fort of
~Labour, will b found ridiculous, and a _BurthepLup-
“on the Trade of every Country, where fuch a ! 'a]W
happens to be eftablithed. ~In this.refpeét, the only

ion: o individual, to ‘e that Commo-
_cretion: of every individual, to produce ‘tha!:J omt

dity which he i%pp'o'fe‘s will give the beft Price, an?ictﬁ

- breed his Children up“to that fort of Labour by wh ch

!;

Kk

—pr—

- that no, Manufacture
3 . Te . . . L . .{-‘ . ¢
thing a wife Nation can do, is, to leave 1t to the D1

| ()

he thipks they may get the moft certain and .moft
comfortable Subfiftence ; and to take «care that every
Individual fhall have the
ces of Life, according to

bred to, as cheap as they can be had in. any neigh-
bouring Country, = =~ . . ,

 If this Rule be obferved, and the Liberty and Pro.
perty of every Subject fecured, a Nation may depend

upon preferving ever yManufacture it has once gotpofs

Manyfalture, that thofe who have once got Poffef-
fion, generally keep that P offeflion, :till they are turn-
ed out of it by fome Folly or Mifcondué of their
own, or by fome very prudent and very extraordinary
Conduét in_thofe who endeavour' to " incroach upon

feffion of;, for it is anAdvantage attending all fores of

them,, In a Country where any Manufagture has been

that they work cheaper and better than the Workmen
can do. in any neighbouring Country ; fo that unlefs
fuch- a Country be at fome pains to:drive their good
Workmen, away from them, of to. lay them . under
infuperable Difficulties or infupportable Burthens,. they
will always, or at leaf} for a long Tra& of Years, be
able to - make thar Manufa@ure better, and to fell it
cheaper, than any.of their Neiglibours can do, efpe-
nufacture be a Part of their native Produce, . - KRR
< To this Advantage I muft add another} which arifes
from the Prevalency of Cuftom and Fafhion. = When
4 Country has been long in pofleflion of any one fort
of Manufature, it becomes fafhionable and cufto-

mary:among all their Neighbours to, make ufe of their

Manufacture only. ., Ir becomes & general. Opinjon,
of the fame fort, when made in

Correfpandence for dealing in cheir Manufacture, can-
o T B2 T ot

NCC.éﬂ“ar’igs'(-: and Convenien- - |
rials fit for the Labour or Manufa&gmh@. has been

cially if the original and- chief Materials of .the' Ma-
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not’ eafily alter their Method, or fettle 2 new Cor-
refpondence s for ‘which Reafon they -endeavour  to
propagate ‘this ‘Opinion 'in each of -their . refpective
Countries. - This' makes it vaftly difficult" for ' any
fieighbouring ‘Country to fet up fuch a Manufadture’
even for hotfie Confumption. By 'great publick En-
couragements their ManufaGturers may at laft. come
. to make it as’ good, and by “Duties on Importation
they: may perhaps- be able to fell‘it as chedp, as fo-
reign . Manufactures of - the fame kind can be fold in
-their Country ; but even' then, th¢'Nation will find it
no - eafy -Matter o ‘root out that -general Opinion,
which ‘has been long eftablifhed among their People
in favour of the foreign Manufature; and fome of
thofe, even among themfelves, who are in a way of
getting' Eftates by dealing 'in that foreign Manufac-

ture; - will encourage the Confumption of  it, rather g

than that of their ome Manufature ; for I am afraid
‘there are but few Men in any Country who will pre-

fer the publick:'Good to their private Intereft, when

they happen to be inconfiftent with one another. "
- If we examine into the Hiftory of the #oollen Ma-
nufaGures in E#xglond, we fhall find what infinite pains
we were at, and what 2 Number of Laws were made,
for eftablithing that Manufiture in this Country, As
ﬁa.r ‘back’ as the Reign of  Edward 1II. a Law was
.made, probibiting ‘the Importation of any Cloths made
beyond Sea, on-Pain to_forfeit the [ame, and to be fur-.

* gher punifbed at-the King’s Will and another Law |

was made in the fame Reign, ‘declaring, That Cloth-
aworkers ~of frrange 'Lands who  fbould, come into the
King®s - Dominions; " foould bhave the King's Protection,
dwell where they pleafed, and bave convenient Fyan-
‘chifes gramted - them : Yet notwithftanding thefe Penal
Laws, notwithftanding thefeEncouragemients, and not-

withftanding our ‘being ‘in poffeflion of the' otiginal :

and chief: Material ‘for this Manufaéure, we: could
never make any great Progrefls init: ‘The Flemings

- continued to keep poffeflion of it, and to furnifh: us

 with

.~ lick ‘Regulations for that Purpofe; but they coul

felves with any of the /7%

~when any Nation has

sy |
with Cloths made of our.own %, till the Govera.
ment of that Country, it by high Taxes, and 1
aft by Inquifitions, hunted moft of the Mamificturers
out of ‘their Dominions. ' ' ’ Manufa&umrs
eftablith ?oollen ]Méiriijfa&u’rés;i i aﬂd\f‘ma%ie malz)aa;:n;u[t:
ver do it with any Sucéefs, till-the War which Sr:l:;
out between the two Nations after the  Revolution,
made it almoft impoffible for them to furnifh ' themn<
Lves 7 of the Woollen Manufa@ures of Enp- -
fand : And every one knows how difficult fheyf:'faffd |
It 1n France, to introduce and eftablith the Ufe 6f Cayie
bricks inftead of  Muflins; yet after it was once jntro-
duced, and become;, the “Fathion of France, it foor;.
became the Fathion almoft 41l over ‘Europe; fO*'ﬁi’iJCH

- that“even' in ‘this Kingdom, - we have made but litrle
- ufe ‘of  Muflins for feveral Years, tho' it was very

much our Intereft ‘to wear Auflins rather than Cg
i Interelt ‘to wear Myflins rather than Cazie

bricks;-which evidently thews, -that the Confumption

of any one Sort ‘of Commodity, or of the Manufac.
ture of any one Country, rather than that of another
h ]

Confumers.” -

e

. depends chiefly upon’ the Fathion and Whim of the

~From hence, Sir, ﬂ_:yphj‘mhf’c',be "COﬁ?intEd,‘{"thzit'
hen- any - Natior ~a mind to fet up a Manufac-
ture which ‘a neighbouring Nation hastc'et’i‘/ ﬁfg‘;’;’%
pofieffion of, they muft negle&t no Step that ﬁ‘]‘a')i"?end‘ ‘

- towards the Accomplithment of their Defign, and that

they muft be watchful to take advantage of every

falfe Step made by thofe in poffeffion.  As for thofe

Methods which a Nation may take, and which it has

. alwaysin its power to take, for encouraging the fattin
L o Sl ‘ : ing the fett
2 up of ‘any home Manufaé{ure; they ai C%licﬂyfh;?eg:

By granting Privileges, Immunities. ! !
Bounties to fuch ,a%;‘fhall. Car'ry‘fit)'(())z Reg;;ll‘c};%:gg
I}zut_les upon all-foreign Manufactures of the fame kyindq
tD at fhall be imported and confumed within their own
~ominions : And by making it the Fathion at Coure .
: 4 Lk o to
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to wear ,noﬁe of that foft of Manufature, but what is

" made within their own Dominions. Thefe, T think,

are the three chief. Methods by which a Nation may
encourage the fetting up of any Manufature; and by
all thefe three joined tagether, they will find it a dif-
ficult Mater to fucgeed, if a neighBouring Nation has
been' long in pofleffion,  unlefs that Neighbour contri-
biites £o, their Succefs by fome very ridiculous and falfe

. Step.in, Politicks. .

_.Of thefe three, the fecond only can fall PrOPFf{Y:
under’ my Confideration at prefent, becaufe, 1 thinks,
it 5 \the only one we, have ever made ule of- for the
Encouragément of our. Linnen. Manufatture s . which
muft feem a little furprifing, confidering the vaft Be-

- nefit the Nation might feap by an extenfive and flog-

L e e G I i . . b . e ' B - ‘Com‘
rithing Manufa€ture of that uleful and neccflary Com.-
modlt%', but what muft feem ftill more furprifing is,
that even this Encouragement was not .owing to any
Defign of epcouraging, the Manufaéture, but to_ the

t the Time thofe Duties were impofed, - . . "
= fh’ hile the three Kingdoms of England, Scotland,and

reland were -involved in Confufion, War and Blood-
{Héé,‘f‘;diiring.'the\z’vhoié Reign of King Charles I. and
the firft twelve Years of the Reign of K;ng CharlesIL.
Manufictures were but: little. minded ;- even the an.l.-,
Jen might have run,_a. Rifque, of being, again loft, if

* Flanders bad béen at that time under.any tolerable
Government,, or 1f 'any ‘other Country of £urope had
then ‘been in a Capacity of taking it up. : By the ill
State of Flandsrs, and, the Inability of  the reft of our

- Neighbours, thank God,. we preferved. the #vollen Ma-
nufa@ure s but during that Time; the. litle we before
had of the Linnen was almoft intirely loft ; for dyring
that Time, and for many Years-after, the three King:
doms were furnifhed with Linxen of all forts from

. France, Flanders, Holland and. Germany, ‘except a |
~ fmall Quantity of coarfe Linnens made in Scotland,

~ and fome in.other Parts made by, private Families, for
o sheit own Ufe. ™ e

Neceffities_our Government: happened to be - under

By this Means our Neighbours got intirely into the
Pofleflion of the Linnen Manufatture; and though it

might have been expefted, that at the Reftoration
~ fomething would have been done for recovering or
improving this valuable and neceffary  Manufacture,

yet nothing was thought of, - at leaft no Law or pub-
lick Regulation was made, for any fuch Purpofe,
However, as a Fund' was then to be fettled for fup-

porting the Publick Expence, ard as'it becamne recef-
fary to lay on fome Taxes and Duties for that End,

among others, the Tax upon the Importation of all
‘Goods, now called the Old Subfidy, was thought of,
one half of which only, was allowed to be drawn back
upon Exportation ; and likewife the additional Subfi-
dy, which was at the fame’ time laid upon Wines;

- Linnens, wrought Silks, and Tdbacco, the whole of

which was allowed to be drawn back upon Exporta-
tion.  As. foreign Linnens were by this means “taxed
and loaded with both thefe whole Subfidies when con-
fumed at home, it became fome little Encouragement
for our bome Manufatture of that ufeful Commodity 3
but as the firft of thefe Duties was laid upon the Im-
portation of ‘all Goods in general, Materials as well as
Manufatures, and as but one half of it was allowed
to be drawn back upon Exportation, we may fee it was
done only with a Defign to fupply the Publick Ex-
pence, and not with a View to encourage any fort of
Manufacture 5 and as to the additional Subfidy, the
Reafon for impofing it was not fo much for encoutag-
ing any Manufature, as for raifing Money for the
Publick Service, becaufe the four Commodities upon
which it was laid, were of the moft general Ufes and
therefore anadditional Tax ‘upon them was deemed
the moft advantageous for the Publick Revenue.:

. The fame Obfervation may be made on all the

other Subfidies fifce impofed ;’ only as we underftood

the Nature of "Trade aud 'Navigation a little better, -

after the’ Revolutlon,than at the Time of the Refto-
Tation, we have taken care that-all the Subfidies and
T S ~ Impofts
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Impofts laid on fince the Revolution, fhall be drawn
~back wpon Esportation. .o

" With refpect to our Linnen Manufaiture, we may

therefore fay, ‘Happy has it been for us that our pub-
lick Neceflities have been fo great and {o urgent!. for

by their means, fo many Duties were from Time to
“Time laid upon Linnens imported and -confumed  ag

‘home, that théy at laft amounted to a real Encou-.

‘ragement, and enabled the People in feveral Parts of

England to fet about the: making of Linnen for Sale,

as well as for the Ufe of their own Families 5 but

 the little Progrefs we have made in this Manufacture,

is an evident Proof how hard it is to fet up any Ma-

nufaure ‘which another Nation is in pofieffion of ;

for tho’ the Duties upon foreign Linnen confumed in

Britain now amount to 13 or 14 per Cent. tho’ they
have amounted to fo much ever fince the third Year

" of Queen Anne’s Reign,. yet there are flill vaft Quan-
tities of foreign Linnen confumed in Greai-Britain and
Ireland, which is a certain Demonftration of one or
other of thefe two Cafes, -wiz. That the -ancient Pof-
feffors of this Manufadture can ftill fell their Linnens
“cheaper by 13 or r4.per: Lent. atleaft, than our Ma-
-nufadturers can fell Linnens of the fame F inenefs and
Goodnefs ; or otherwife, That Cuftom, Fafhion, and

~ Opinion, - prevail over Men’s private Intereft, and
prevent the Confumption of home-made. Linnens a-

mong our own People, altho’ they may be had at -

a cheaper Rate than foreign Linnens of the fame Fine-

nefs and Goodnefs, when fold for home Confumption. -

One of . thefe Cafes, I fay, muft neceffarily be true;
for to pretend that our Mafter Manufacturers might
fell their Linnens cheaper than they do or will fell

~ them, is ridiculous 5 becaufe where a great Multitude
of Men are engaged in the fame Manufacture, and are

fo independent ‘of one another as to render it impoffi-

ble for them to enter into any general Concert, it is

~certain they will underfell one another till they bring
- the ManufaGture as low as they can poffibly ai’ﬁ?_)r'cl_;_;tig1 ~
T T B 5.

2

iy

fell'ic s And if éither of thefe Cafes be'true; ‘if*‘.is“,' miny |

%ml;nz} a -c{gnvcllncing Argument that our Linuen
-~ Manufaciure ftands in need of fome | : ]
LA na m:r me farther -
ragement. - e e T Enc;og

- What I have yet rfa‘id,-‘v Sm, relates ch1eﬁ y to : the |

. Linnen Manufa&ure of England ; for you muft know

-that -all the Durles laid ‘upon foreign Linnens, were

-made payable upon all-Linnens imported into-England

| - cither ‘from Scotland or Ireland, il the Year 16g6.

 dreland; 1o be tranfpor
Plantations, . - -7

- Wwhen we began . to Jook upon eur Neighbours in fre—
Zﬁnd, not: as Foreigners, ‘but as Fellow-Subjeéts, . and

i ;;r&ore , d Law was .pajff'ed for allowing Hﬁﬁzj}jﬁ[&é& |
read, Yarn and - Linnen, of the . Growth and Mlz
‘nufalture of - Treland, to be: imported’ C uﬁo;ﬁfrge ‘in 20

Buglind, In the firft Year of Queen Anne's Reign,

a: Liaw ‘was pafled . for making Hemp, Flax, “
Produtt thereof; of ‘the G‘rox%h élimdz?i\?{[ahu,fagtl»zgé ﬂ:; |
..j(:elaﬁz_d; dree from the further ;S‘uibﬁdy, of ‘”Po’uﬁdé{de’
Payable upon the Importation of Goods -intO"*'Eng?:;z;;dg
mentioned in the 8th of 7, I11. cap. 24. And ii-the.

Xer 1705, another- Law was pafied, for allowing

‘White or:Brown Linuen Cloth, of the ManufaGture of

sy

o In Treland. theYh‘ldhttle orn PP
g SRR L ) Al HAUe o ‘Wianufacture ..of

tlll m,mf” » “even: ,ﬁ?f ; ‘T’hom,-e-jf(fomﬁimpt'ion,,l‘:tin ‘towards .
¢ End of King Charles 11’5 Reign, when the Per-

forecry oohen raifed againft the Difenters in Seotland
whe ~ many .Q‘ktbem,oy_‘er to the North of Ireland,
Where they began the Zinnen Mawufadtiure of Ireland 5

f;)r f;tzefgtc_ Etha't _T’-imf?"" and for fome Y ears ;’aﬁer", the
If’lfb ‘were. furnithed with confiderable ‘Quantities of -
I Hnen from Scotlandy” but from that Time, “they be- "
‘8an 0 furnifh - themfelves 5 and the “Perfecution -{et

Up-againft.the Protefiants in France, afier the Revo-

| Cation ofthe Ediét of Nantesin the Year 1685, ac-

domp'llfh(‘:d‘- what.the' Perfecution .inScorland had be-
?El?f 3 ";F'O'r'}‘ aftor ‘the Revolation, many of ithe Frendh
Refugiees : R A T I S
g es vet‘tlcd in I e]mzc@and greatly improved: theiy
c- - Manu-
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ted directly from thence. to- ghe
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- MamfaQure of Linnens,
- Sort.
JYithmient of their Linnen Manufafture, vather to the
bad Condu of their Neighbours, than to any good |
" Condu& of their o
. England., Howev

~ has always been ¢

~ People, and the
of the Iffand, their Manufacture of Coarfe Linnens

{18) L
efpecially’ thofe of the finer
Thus the Iri/ ftand indebted for the Eftab-

wn, or to ahy Encouragement from
er, the three Laws abovementioned

contributed very much to its Increafe, by giving their

 Linnens an Advantage over the Foreign, at all the }

-Markets'in
“Parliament 0

England;, and the Prohibition laid by the’

Linnen from Scotland into Ireland in the Year 1705,

. Wwas of confiderable Service to_the Irifh Manufacture

of Linnens but the greateft Encouragement it has
‘met_with, has been from the homourable Trufiees for
encouraging the Linnen Manufacture in' Ireland, who
“have negleted no A v
Encouragement of that Manufacture, and who for
that Reafon muft for ever deferve the Bleflings of the
or,’ ‘moft grateful Acknowledgments of

~ Poor, and 'the

‘their- Country.. - .
 Now, Sir, with refpeét to the Linnen Manufaéture
‘of  Scotland, tho’ their Confumption of fine Linnens
hiefly fupplied from Framce, Flan-
" ders, and Holland, yeu by the natural Genius of - the
| Cheapnefs of Provifions in that Part

revived fo quickly after the. Reftoration," that they
‘not only fupplied themfelves,
‘Quantities of A{uch Linunen to

tho’ we ngla
the Linnen Manu

and particular Duty of 16s. upon every
the Linnen: of the Manu
" quwill, and 65, 8d. upon every. 120
- Linnen called Ticking,- imported or brought int
land;, and farther, by an A& of the third. and -four

f England on the Importation of any f :

d no Method in their power, for the |

~but fent confiderable
| England and Ireland s
in England were fo- far from encouraging - |
fature of our Fellow-Subjetts .in
. Scotland, that we made their Linnens fubject to all
~the Duties to which foreign'Linnms'were made lia-
" bles and in the Year 1698, we laid an. additional
120 Ells of }

facure of Scotland, called |
"Ells 'of Scotch
o Eng-
th
- of

(19)

of Queen Anne, we exprefly proll‘ibited the Importa- .

,tiog' Qf any -Scotc.b Linnen into England or Ireland,
This laft A&, ’tis true, continued in Force but one -

Year;- and the Union between the two . Kingdoms
having been foon after happily concluded, the Scozch

Linnen Manufafture not only got frec of the Difad-
vantages it laboured under, with refpeét toits Impor-
tation into England, byt became intitled to thofe Ad-
vantages the Linnen Manufaityre in England enjoyed, .

by means of the Duties which our Neceffities had "ob-
liged us to lay upon foreign Linnéns imported and .

i - confumed in England. -~ Yet the Scotch Linnen Manu-.

fature had been .fo much deprefled by the peciliar

Difcouragements laid upon it in Exgland, and the lit:.

tle care taken of it in Scozland, thac it did not begin
to retrieve any Spirit or Vigour till the laft Year of
his late Majefty’s Reign, when the Gentlemen who.

‘had then the Honour to be in the Adminiftration of
publick. Affairs in Scotland, thewed a true and xaﬁ..

dable Zeal for the Service of their Country, by get-.
tng an A& of Parliament pafled for regulating the
Linnen Manufafture in Scotland 5 and his prefent Ma-.
Jefty,-who is always ready. to contribute all; he can.

to the Happinefs of his Subjects, granted -his Letteis

Patents, in purfuance of the Powers granted by Par-

liament, for applying the Funds formerly by Law
appropriated, to the Improvement of the Fifheries

and Manufactures of Scotland, and.for appointing 2
lanur : o] I
Commiffioners or Truftees to take care 'thftptho{e' Fg unds

~ thould be properly applied to the Ufes mentioned in .
‘the ‘Leetters Patencs.  Since that time the Linngn Ma-
nufature in. Scotland has been upon the - mending-.
hand, and the Z7uftees to their Honour, and to the
great Emolument of the United Kingdoms, have moft

¢ diligently and faithfully execyted the Trufts repofed
- in them by the Laws of their Country.

. From this fhort Hiftory of our Linnen Manufacture

it will appear, that it is as yet buc in its Infancy in

‘svery Part of Britain and Ireland 5 and, 1 am forry
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to fay; it will likewife appear, that tho’ fome care has
“been’ lately taken by the Gentlemen both -in:Scotland
and Ircland to get fome Regulations made: for En-
couraging the Linnen Manufafture in their refpeétive
Countries, -yet here in Ergland it has never met with

o . {ar)
die yearly, one Year with another,. Now as -
in London, and within the Bills of 'Mdr,?a‘lit?'?gg?:am
Parifhes, we muft fuppofe there are "%E‘O\/e:"’ét')é)o"ngs‘f
Women, and Children; ineach Parith :'and confé "héht’“‘
ly it muft"be deemed very moderate tofuppbf"é? fhé’rg k

any. Encouragement but what has proceeded from our - are, upon an Averag .' iy ML
publickaéeg{ﬁcies; .and not from any Defign to in- : Ch;ldxgn m"ef;c}.fl;z;’ﬂqbgf Eé?”ogd%é_n; ’:Women,’ and‘
creafe our Manufattures, or to: give Employment and ' Then "zdl"‘ 1 thall funo, gand. 3
SR Rl A NI VS 0, 2dly, 1 thall fuppofe, That for Shirts, Shif .
Happinefs to ourPoors. 00 Lo Aprons, Caps, Gowns, Waiftcoats,  Tackets. CLil, s, &
- However, Sir;.our People in Eggland have not. Frocks, Servants Frocks, Bed"?‘ ;aTagr(ets,Chﬂdrens b
failed to take’ advantage. of the high Duties. our Ne- SacKing, €. thefe 14 Million S?a'(f?f:" P a.ble j%}?{‘%‘?g "
ceffities obliged st to Iny: on foreign Linnens imported yéarly 5 Ells, or 6 Yards4d 'a ¢ ' People confyme” 4
and confumed: Hete at home. By means of thefe Du- “with another ; which cannot be a, Quarter > - ?39}1,3; one. i
 ties théy have been:eiiabled to puth this'Manufacture, fition, confidering that at leaft - PYC?F‘E;W Agant Suppo-. i
and they have puthed (isshuch further than you per- .} man’s Shift, and 3 and half 5" Man’s Soap a Wa- @
haps, . or thoft: other: Genflémen, imagine;: for by the =} there aré‘vefy few Perfons who do. an’s ., }r&t?‘an‘d that” ilﬁ
following Piece of political Arithmetick it will.appear || two Shirts or Shifts in a Year, - .- confume above i
at - leaft highly probabley that there is. now a much  f Fr - th f Subbo T T R 3:”

- greater Quantity of Linneg made 'in England than is | ﬁtionom thele -ﬁuppm! R R
made eitherin:Scotland or Ireland. - -~ = [ te tsh we mut comefo o n o Yads . @

~ # : For this-Purpofe I fhall fuppofe, .1/, That there. gf P ac 114~MZZZZO”5 > R R 37556°°°¢§:.;~; IE
are '8 Millions. ‘of People in-England, 2 Millions in- il eople * confume ! Sl R SR,
 Scotland, 2 Millions in Ireland, and near 2 Millionsin | yearly cd i
the Plantations, Slaves included: In all 14 Millions. | To %anCII: this Con- "f
This Suppofition with refpet to England muft appear | fumption, ‘it appeats; - - R e N
highly probable to every.one who confiders, that-we | from the Cuftom-boufe R RNy i
have at leaft 10000 Parifhes in the Kingdom, as I have | Accounts, that from | e it
been, informed by-thofe whofe Bufinefs it is to make "}/ theYearry28to1g341 = - :',Y?rds,'_ R i
fome Inquiry into this Matter ; for 8,000,000 of People. [ inclufive, there were, 7+ + v e 32,000,000 -

" in the whole, is bit 8oo Men,  Women, and Children, ata Medium, import- - BRI
to each Parith, upon an Average ;. which will appear. ed yearly from abroad f
t0 be a very modeft Computation from the Number. of Including  Cambricks, |

* Parithes and Inhabitants within London and the Bills of not more than

¥
.
¢
i
I3y
¢
!
£

i Mortality. - By thefe Bills ‘it appears, that in Loudon By the fecond Sup-Y 4
“and within the Bills of Mortality, there die yearly; at a pofition there muft be ey
i Medium, above 25000 Petfons; fromwhence we:may. made in Scotland, for |© Yards: 3
g B ) e - o . R T T 2 ras. . ) : &
i compute the Number of *Inhabitants to. be.750,000, their home Confump- L12,500,000 .~ . i
Dr. Halley having fhewn that the Thirtieth Part of the tion, fuppofing no fo- | PRI e

Inhabitant__s of any aiﬁgned Place ma‘y‘bc"fo})'pdfeql,.v‘t.o~’ reign Linnen imp'ort? o A T ”

R SRS o . die &d: thepe - - g b
B R : i
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By the beft Infor-? '

mation I can have, | o

thereis imported from % 4,000,000

Scotland into England ‘

and the Plantations |

By the fecond Sup-}
pofition there muft be_
made in Ireland for|
their home Confump="} 12,500,000

 tion, fuppofing no fo- | |
reign.Linnen import-
ed there ]

- By the Cuftom-houfe’
Accounts it will ap-
pear, I bel;ievf@, tga;, | )
at amedium, forthele { |
laft fevenYears, there ’ 5?099?009 |

have been  imported
into England yearly
from Ireland. "}

"Total imported from
abroad, and made in |
Scotland and Ireland |

" for their home Con-

fumption, and for the St

- Confumption of Eng- TR
fand and the Plania- B . : -

tions, o R 1

Remains of they

whole Confumption, | - PSRN

every Yard of which 3 o ¢ ¢ o v v ¢ v o 21

muft be made in Eng- ‘ S -

land. -~ N .

6 o © o 9 o o o ¢

v

-

Total made in Scotland ———m——16,500,000

“Total made in Ireland .-a-fm—-—‘.fw., 500,000

- 66,000,000

,500,000

1 know

| 1 knowit maybe faid, there are not two A/l
i People, Slaves included, .in our Plantations, and that -

1

“therefore we cannot fuppofe there are 12,500,000 Yards
‘of Linnen confumed by them yearly ; but fuppofe the
Number- of their People, Slaves included, is not
‘much above ‘one Million, and that they confume. but

6,500,000 Yards of Linnen, we may with great Pro-
bability fuppofe the additional fix Aillions confumed -
by the eight Millions of People in England, it being

‘an Addition of thre¢ Quarters of a.Yard- only to each

Perfon’s annual Confumption ; and as the People of

England confume more Liunen than any People in
- Europe, we may, I-think, juftly fuppofe, they. con-
{ume yearly, one with another, at leaft feven Yards
vof Linnen, - R TR
- From thefe few Suppofitions and Calculations it is
-evident,, I" think, to a Demonftration, that there is a
greater Quantity of Linnen manufatured in England,
- than is manufaétured either in Scotland or Ireland, yet
it has been infinuated that there is little or no Linuen
‘made in Eugland. - Every one may fee that this In-
finuation is made with a Defign to raife.a Divifion
- amongft his Majefty’s Brizifhb Subje@s, -and to make
“the Gentlemen: of the Soush Parts of Britain imagine
they have no Concern in_the prefent Affair, nor any
particular Intereft in the Encouragement of the bome
Manufacture of Linnen 5 but, from what I'have faid,
and from what every Country.Gentleman may obferve
or: hear of amongft his Neighbours and Tenants, it

will appear, that there is hardly a County in England .

but has great Reafon to encourage the Linnen Manu-
fatture. SRR o

*Tis true the Englz/b Manufa&ure of tﬁaftz'Ci'imnio; .

dity is not publickly known, or at leaft not fo much
taken notice of as the Scotch or Irifh 3 but the Reafoni
of this-is- very plain : In this Country moft of the
Linnen we make. is made by private Families for their
own Ufe, ‘or madé: and confumed 'in out. Country

| Towns and Villages ; and that Part of it which comes

to

ons. of




fame Drawbacks vpon foreign Linnens exported to our - g
¥

" tor Liowlons 1 *brought: hither. by Fand Carriage, fo |

“thatfitis feldom heard-of but among our Manufafturers own Plantations, which were allow’d upon thofe ex- i
-and - Dealers in Linnen, — - Whereas ‘all the Linnens ported to any foreign and independont Country ;5 whi E
fent from Scotland or I reland-to England mufl: gome Miftake was {o evident, that we could nOtyb’ twh] e |
'by Séa, thofe from Traland muft be publickly enter’d, taken notice of it, if we had at that time had‘tuh 1 ax;g o
and-thofe from Seorland maft-havé & Coaft Cockety by Thought of encouraging our bome Manufudture bythe
Whichmeans both muft be. gaken inotice-of at our || impofing of fuch Duties, By allowing no Drawback |
Cuftorn-houfs, efpeciallyrhere at Londin. .~ | upon foreign Linnens exported to any indspendent Coune, ||
-1 have now, 1 think, fiiewn, -Sit, ithat the Limucn || Y, we could neither propofe to have increafed our
Manufacture is one of the moft beneficial:Methods of Revenué, nor improved our Manufature 5 we fh ‘Oluc; ; i
caining Riches -and Power to 2. Nation 5 thatcchis || only have injured our Navigasion and carrying Trade;
Manufa@ute is but in its Infancyuin Britain.and Jréland;, || becaufe we could not prevent thofe ”CQIIJn‘tl‘igCS»‘-biisO,' L
fupply’d with fuch Linnens by another Channel : Bug. &

-that cherefore it jistimpoflible-for lour People to fell-fo
‘cheap, ot to ‘mieét withi -fucha ready-Sale even here at”

“home, as thofe' who have had this Manufatture long. °d with fuch Zinens by.

prevented. their being fupply

l with refpeét to our own Plantations, we might have -
| any other Channel 5 and tho’ they were not, perhaps,

o
gt
o
i
It

eftablifi’d among them ; and that for this Reafon, we
:cannet:propofe. to make any great.or quick Progrefs

in this Manufacture, withont fome publick Encourage-

ment.: The only pablick Encouragement yet: given,
at leat here in Englind; ‘arifes; as I'have faid, from
thofe Dities which our publick Neteffitics obliged us.
.g_toi}}?ay;gp@f,isz‘;for’gig,n*'_L’z'nnémr imported and confimed

“in Grept-Britain, - It is to this only we oweiour hawving -

‘any confiderable ‘Quantity of Linmen made for Salein
any Patcof Britain or dreland 5 -but: the great Quan:
tities of Linnen fill imported thew, that this Encou-
ragement isimot fufficient 5 -and - the Reafon of ithis
Infufficiency plainly appears to be owing to a Miftake

we fell -infol when thofe' Duties were frft impofed;

- ‘whicli :Miftake - proceeded from -our “having impofed
" them,: hot with a Defign “to encourage the Linnes
- Manufatture, but with a Defign only to'raife.a Fund;
 for the:Support of our Government. . < i S

- Towas hever fuppofed that our People in the. Pl

tations cught or could contribute towards the: Support

~ of our;Gévernment - here' at’ home, - therefore it was
. thoughit unreafonable ‘to: fiibject ‘them to thofe Taxes

wpoitirforgign Limens,” which. wete ‘impofed- for that

e

 Endonly 3 for: this Reafon we -alway$ dllow’d the

1

Lo

“fame

obliged to- contribute to the Support of our Govern
ment here at home, yet they were. certainly as 'ﬁiuc}:
obliged to contribute towards the EnCouragémeht of
our home Manufactures,- as we are obliged to contribute.
to the Encouragement of their Produce ; therefore

foreign Linnens exported to the Plantations ought to -

haye.;.b;een;allow’d,no Drawback; but ought to have .
remain’d liable to the fame Duties with thofe confumed

at home, - :

- For "this R_ea}fon',‘ 1fwe had thcnwell conﬁdered

what we were about, we thould have feen that we ought
to have .made a Diftin&ion between . foreign Linnens
exported to . any independent. Country, and foreign,
Linnens exported. to our own Plantations. Upon tﬁcv
former we ought, ‘for the fake of our Navigation and
carrying Trade, to have allow’d every S'hilﬁng of the
Duties to be drawn back ; upon the latter we bught .
for the fake of encouraging our bome Manufatture, not.-
to have allow’d .one Farthing of the Duties to be drawn

back.. But we did neither the one nor- the other.: By

‘not allowing the whole Duties to be drawn back , upon

g::)fe,; Joreign Liniiens which are exported to Counries.
over which we have no Power, we have greatly in-,

Jured
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jured our Trade with refpeét to our tranfporting or
carrying of that Commodity ; and by allowing a great
Part of the Duties to be drawn back. upon. fuch Lin-
srens when exported to our own Plantations, we have
greatly retarded the Progrefs of our home Manufac-
ture. L o Yo A
~Thefe two fatal Effets are evident from the Nature
of Trade, and both are confirm’d by Experience 5 for
from our Accounts of Export, we may fee whata
- fimall Quantity of Foreign Linnéns We €Xport to any
Country in the World except to our own Plantations 5
and the vaft Quantities of coarfe foreign Linnens €X-
ported to our Plantarions thew how prejudicial that
Export is to our home Manufaéture.  But the Preju-
dice our home Manufa&ure by this means fuffers, 15
“much greater than it may appear to thofe, who have
not thoroughly confider’d the Nature of Manufactures 3
for in every Manufacture, that of the coarfe Sort 1s
the beft to begin with, and the only proper Sort . for
breeding up Workmen, and for increafing their Num-
bers. In the Linnen ManufaGiure, for Example, a
Perfon may foon learn to gain a Subfiftence by the
Spinning or Weaving of coarfe Linnens, and yet the
fame Perfon may be feveral Years, perhaps, before he
can gain a Subfiftence by the Spinning or ‘Weaving of
e Linnens 3 therefore. when a Mafter Weaver or
ManufaGurer has a good Vent for coarfe Linuens, he
‘may take in a great Number of Apprenticesy and No-
vices or young Beginners, becaufe they will foon come
to be worth the daily Bread he gives them ; but if be
"has no Vent for fuch Linnens, every Apprentice of
Novice he takes will be a great Expence to him, before
"he cannot propofe to get any thing by the Labour of
fuch Apprentice or Novice, and even at laft he may
“be difappointed, -for his Apprentice or Novice may
perhaps never be capable of getting his Bread by work-
ing in‘ fine ‘Linnens. ' This' muft neceffarily - prevent
the Increafe of Workmen in that Way 3 and the Scar-
/0 their 'Wages
high;

~city of Workmen will of courfe make

|
|
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high s for the Price of Labour, like other Commé-

dities, muft always depend upon'the Proportion there

is between the Quantity ready to be fold, and the
Quantity ready to be purchafed, . .
Another Difadvantage is, that the Manufalturer
can make no ufe of the Refufe or cvar/eft Part of hig
Flax, nor of that coarfe Sort of Zarn or Linnen, in
which young Beginners muft be employed ; o that in
a Country where they have no Vent for coar/e Linnens,
it is impofiible for their Manufacturers to {ell fine Lin-
nous {o cheap as fuch Linnens may be fold in a Coun-
try where they have a ready Sale for all the cosr/e Lin-
nens they can make. From whence we may fee, that'
the not having a fufficient Vent for coarfe Linnens muft
greatly retard the Progrefs of the Linnen Manufatture
i any Country, by preventing the Number of Work-

- men from increafing, by keeping up the. Wages of

thofe they have, and by neceffarily enhancing the
Price of all the fiwe Linnens they make. = -
~Now, Sir, let.us confider, that our. Plantations is
the chief Market we have for coar/e Linnens, which
are there made ufe of, particularly in the Southern
Climates, for Cloathing their Negroes. . This Market
has always hitherto been chiefly fupplied with foreign

- Linneuns 3 the Reafon of which is, becaufe thofe Zix-

‘mens upon Exportation are allowed a Drawback of
about 12 /. upon every 100/ Value, according to
the Price they are fold here at London, to thofe who
export-them to our Plantations, which occafions their
being fold in our Plantations cheaper than our own
coarfe Linnens can be fold 3 and our. home-made coarfe
Linnens being thus excluded from every Market in
our Plantations, there does not remain a fufficient
Vent for them here at home ; which -is the Reafon
that many of our Linuen ManufaQurers, particularly

~in the. North of England, are obliged to fell the Re-

Jufe and coarfeft Part of their #lax to Merchants who
export it to Noraway and Denmark. - From hence you

muft fee, that the allowing of a Drawback upon fo-- :

reign
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“yeign Linnens when exported to our Plantalions, has
“been extremely prejudicial to our Linnen Manufac-
ture, and that it is abfolutely neceffary to remove this
Obftacle, by taking off that Drawback for the future;
“for without this Regulation it is hardly poffible our
Linnen Manufaure fhould ever be -upon a -level
with their foreign Rivals 3 and as this is the firft Re-
‘gulation that was ever afk’d or propofed, with a View
to encourage the Linnen Mczm‘{/aﬂure' of England, 1
hope it will not be refufed; for I cannot think any
Englifpman will be fo envious as to refufe to- grant a
Favour to his own Countrymen} for no other Realon
‘but ‘becaufe our Neighbours in Scdrland and Ireland

may probably fhare in the Benefit.

~ But left you thould think, that this is a Regulation |
‘quite new in its‘kind, and fuch a one as was ne-
‘ver before propofed or agreed to, I muft obferve to
‘you, that it is not without Precedent; for by-an A&t
of the fecond of Queen Anne, chap. 9. §. 12." No
 Drawback is to be allowed upon the Exportation of
“Wares made of foreign wrought Iron or Siecl ‘to his
‘Majefty’s Plantations in America;, and by an Act of
~the ninth of Queen A4nne, chap. 6. §. 55. where Iron
is-imported, and afterwards exported into the Planta-
tions, no Drawback is to be allowed for it. Yet both
thefe forts of Commodities, when exported to any
foreign independens Country, are allowed  to -draw.
“back near the whole Duties paid upon Importation.
“Thus you fee, that with refpect to foreign Jron, and
Wares made of foreign wrought Iron or Steel, we have
“already, for the fake of encouraging our home Manu-
faétures of Iron and Steel, made a Diftinétion between
“the Exportation -of fuch Commodities to our Plan-
‘tations, and the Exportation of  them to any foreign
independent Country; and 1am fure our home Manu-
‘faéture of Linnen deferves as much to be encouraged,
“as our home Manufacture of Iron or Stecl, or as any
bome Manufaiture whatever, RIS

peErra ok

i of them.

No Regul L2k
- No Regulation, - Sir, can be propofed in T :
‘but what muft be inconfiftent .with.th%private In::rcc}:g{

- of fome particular Men, and therefore the moft ufefyl

Regulations that ever. were propofed have always, we
LYoy

find, met with Oppofition; for few Men can- fee the

publick Utility of that which will certainly
end to or-diminifh their private Emohimé?ut.P u-tE?cI:

amples of this kind are fo numerous,  ard fo frequent,

it would be lofing time to give a particular- A ccount
I fhall only mention that moft ufeful and
'neceﬁ"ar}f Law againft Stockjobbing, which was fo wife-
ly contrived, and notwithftanding a violent Oppofi-

tion, o refolutely and fo fuccefsfally puthed b
thy Magiftrate, who in all his Aé%,i}))ns is gu}i’d?ad‘?(l))l; |

a generous and true publick  Spirit, under the Di-

re€tion of a folid” Judgment and thorough Knowledoe
xe 0 . ch Knowled
m Trade. To this I may add the late RegulatiO%:

made in Favour of Britifh Sail-Cloth, and the Law

pafled but laft Seffion for taking off the Drawb
‘upon the Exportation of foreign v%aper: Wh{(?}jv ;‘ecrlé

all ‘oppofed by thofe who found their private Gains

‘would be leffened by what was propofed for the Bej

fit of '-the' Publick.- For the famep Reafon WZ B;nae);
expect this: new Regulation in favour of our Linnes
Manufatiure will be oppofed by many of thafe con-

cerned in the Importation or Sale of forcion Lininens «
who, by our long and great Conﬁ{mpﬁon éf gtili{;;:
Commodity, are become 2 numerous, rich, and for-
g]udable l')'fogiy1 of Men, but nat, I hope, fo formida-
ble as to frighten any Man in your Stati

1ngi r]ufihce -to his Country. y -, N Ion.‘tjrom‘.kdo—
In-all fuch Cafes: the true Reafons for the Oppof;
tion are moft induftrioufly concealed, and fome t[))]ggﬁl-
ble Objections artfully ftarted, in order - to impofe on

| weak Minds,and to give a Countena ofi-
| tion. This'is the Ca% at prefent, \ Frondh, P
' Dutch, or German Fafor will not tell us he oppofes
| this Regulation, becaufe it will leflen the Value of his
\ amnual  Commiffions from abroad, A Wholefale

A French, Flemifb,

- Linnen-
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Linnén-Draper will not tell us he oppofes it, becaufe he
can makeé more by the Sale of foreign than of bome-made

Linnens, or becaufe he has been always ufed to the fo-

reign ‘Trade, and cannot now eafily alter his Method and
Correfpondence. Nor will a Retail Draper tell us he
oppofes it, becaufe of his being afraid left the Inhabi-
tants of our Cities and Towns, as well as our Country
Gentlemen and Farmers, thould begin to make Linnens
fufficient for their own Families, or fhould apply to the
Linnen Manufaturers inftead of applying to the Lin-
nen-Drapers in their Neighbourhood, for what Linnens
they ftand in need of; either of which would very pro-
bably happen, if the Manufadtures were general, which
would of courfe very much diminifh "the Trade and

' Number of Retail Drapers. This is an Effett the

Wholefale as well as Retail Drapers have Reafon to
apprehend from the Succefs of our home Manufalture

of Linnens but as both-are a fort of Middle-Buyers, -
or’ what Mr. Lock calls Brokers, between the Manu- -
facurér and Confumer, it is, according to that great

Man’s Opinion, inconfiftent with the publick Good,
to encourage their Trade or increafe their Numbers *,
Thefe Reafons are carefully kept in- that Repofitory

to which an ingenious Author has long ago told us, -

 there are no Windows 7 ; and inftead of them, fome

Reafons of a publick' Nature are made ufe of, by

way of Objetions to what is ;
thall now proceed to examine, and for that Purpofe

fhall diftinguifh them into fuch as are of a foreig#,
and fuch as are of a domeftick Nature. .

~ With refpect to thofe that are of 2 foreign Nature,

" the moft general and the moft extraordinary is, that
if it were poflible to furnith ourfelves with every: thing
we want, we ought not to endeavour it, becaufe we
<ould not in that Cafe, have any foreign Trade or Navi-
gation, and confequently no Shipping nor Sailors 5 1ro
‘which they conclude, there are ‘feveral Commoditi€s

% Locks Confiderations of the 'Cloﬁ{equeﬁcé‘s of lowering of

ntereft and raifing the Value of Money, pag. 17. fol, Edition-.

. ~t szdiéras. we

propofed, - which. I

from |
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we ought not to endeavour to furnith ourfelves ‘witt
entirely at home, and of thefe Tappofe Lineos,
to be '}(I)ne of the chicf. .~ 1 €f§ they’ fupPOfg Lm;zms
To this I anfwer, That if we actually did farni

ourfelves with every thing, yet Wemiglig;ﬁ fﬁfxﬂ;
very great foreign T'rade and Navigation, fby furnifh-
ing other Nations with what they ftood in need of
from us, or from one another 3 but it certainly is, and
always will be impoffible for us (or any Na,tior’x) to
furnifh every thing proper for fupplying the Neceffa-
ries, Conveniencies, and Luxuries of our .People‘-
therefore we muft always have a foreign Trade, anci
the lefs we take from Foreigners, the grEatcf,sz'iners
we fhall be upon the general Ballance of that Trade 5
for which ‘Reafon we ought to endeavour -to 'ftirniﬂ;.
outfelves with as many Things as’ poflible but efpe-
cially thofe ‘Things that are neceffary for the Supp'E())r»‘L:
of Life, and that tend towards increafing our Richés |
and Power, by -increafing the Numbers of our indu-
ftrious People. * For this end I have thewn there is no
fort of Produce or Manufacture more pfoper ‘than
tohac‘of gl};c: %,fifnnm; f:_mcl therefore we ought'to ufe
ur utmoft Efforts to furnith our i - Com
it Eflrs £ il v wih e o
- Their fecond Objection of the fame kind is, That
when we have an advantageous Trade with any Coun-
try, we ought not to rifque the Lofs of that Trade, by
endeavouring .to furnith ourfelves with a Co'mih'z'),c'lit'y
we formerly had from them ; from whence they con-
clude, we ~ought not to attempt furnithing ourfelves
entirely with - Linnens of our own Manufa@ure, left
we -fhould thereby lofe our Trade with German
which thefe Gentlemen affirm to be an advantagéoﬁg
Trade to Eugland 5 and upon this Occafion, I find.
they are at great pains to put us: in mind - of 'thé
great Quantities of #Zovollen, Leather and Ifon.Ma-
nufaétures 3 of Eagft-India Goods; of ~RiCe,f'5_,an,ger

‘and Tobacco, and, fay they, 4/l other Commodities

of the Growthand Produce of  the Briti/h Plantations,
o o which

i
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which are yearly exported “from  hence to Hamburgh,
and other Parts of Germany. '
‘Now, Sir, That Germany takes great Quantities of
Goods from us muft be true, confidering the great
Extent of that Country, and the Number of its In-

 habitants; but furely no Man fuppofes they do this

in Compliment to us. * They do it, conly becaufe they

have thofe Goods. better:-and cheaper from this Coun-:
try, than they can have them from any other. While:
this is the Cafe, they will continue to do fo for their.
own fake, and without any regard to the Regulations.
we may make for the Improvement of our own Ma-:
nufactures ; but as foon. as they find they can have
any Species of Goods better and cheaper from any
other Country, they will give over taking any more.
of that Species of Goods- from uss. for in Trade it is:
ridiculous to expe@ Friendfhip : Both Buyer and Seller.
will go to the beft Market, the formet. to that Market:
where he can buy cheapeft, and the. latter to the.
Market where he expects the higheft Price. f

" Of this we have a melancholy Inftance within thefe
laft 72n Years ; for the French having by fome- wife
Regulations enabled’ their Sugar Planters and Mer--
chants to fell their Sugars cheaper than Britifh Sugars.
can be fold, the Germans: have (ever fince the Year
1730) taken all ‘or moft of their Sugars from the
French, -tho® France takes none of their Linnens in
Return, and may juftly be called the natural and .in-:
veterate Enemy of Germany. Ever fince that Year,
which was about the time the French late Regulations
began to take effedt, the Germans have taken few or
none of their Sugars from England; and’ therefore ‘it
is a very great Miftake to fay, that Germany takes

from England AL other Commodities of the Growth

and Produce of the Brifib Plantations. =
"This-is the prefent-State of our Trade to Germany:
with refpec to Sugars, and this may foon be the Cale

with refpet to other Branches..  Gur exporting, Eaft-. -

India Goods. thither is, I am afraid, at prefent ina
P ' ticklifh
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icklith Situation: T .
2) kt al;h s{ttlat}on. The Germans have already begun
Franes . Breat Quantities of Lafl-Trdia Goods from
4 CL’; ana Ir t Cy {h() . h
. uld find th oy
Goods c! A . ey .can have fuch
c‘}':)bcl.isﬂ)c.éeqper from the Zaft-India Companies Tately
(3 9% Py B ] Ll - et t
‘more ; Im Sweden and Denmark, they will buy no
fa&u're: it;.l?m trom u]s; Then as to Woollen Manu-
: » 1L 15 certatn they have arelv A
Manufa&ures of their b‘Z]'] ‘i‘?x br'ht\’] ,; ‘f}t up ;i/ml/m‘
e ‘ wn o1 {everal Parts of Ger
many. . - : . o . er-
ﬂ,m‘;v(} Par.‘ctl‘cu_l_arlx in ﬁ}%m, which now not onh
Mmu}c; ’de”zrbu(g interfcres with us in our HBaollen
anufaGure Trade o Rru/r 4
s ) aGqe O ‘[[/7452. EVE ) 7
“.'lllllch, tho’ under the Domini[)jn; of /‘)M,;,1 . qut ;ilmg >
called one of n ot Lenmark,, ¢
]alt ]Ld f(mb ot the Suburbs of “ambureh t't’mcy ’}1,1Vf'
Clately e D - A IS M HRVE
Y ict up a Poollen Manutiture, whicl 4
I am forry to Ty i . > Wiich profpers, |
Y iy 1, e-“:C'ﬁ‘.t‘dXIJ]]" and i e b o
refled and enceur: gly, and 1s greatly cas
vi.'}"’ d ‘T'l*C(,ULJ.ng by the whole NV"':l"T}\b()Ul'h*/‘(‘1
T - X i M : =N 3 JIOIE
rom -thefe' Obfervations we may e, what 2 far
%erous State we are in with refpe@ to o T a "“3“}'
7 v e o GUr L race wirhy
Tg many s and that it may foon becomd ab}o“!":
rade to England, fuppofling it truc th e s ar mos
ant an advant‘lo ) o o ! & il 1tis at pr(i;
fiv plainls ageous Trade, which thefe Gentlemen
Co}:ﬁﬁicl;’r:b{ R 2}] the Ballance of T'rade beinge
v y n our Favour, Wher v S
Ballance - I do - not ! here they found rthis
all: do not know. for e . 113
be found in Eneland for o for I am fure it was not to
fend “7igland tor thefe many Years paft,  To
Ball. us ’t? our Imports and Expots in {earch of this
1; i:n'cc, 15 fending us: upon a Wildegoofe Chafi {‘O{
3 3{- .~ O il dUny: XN
B‘xllangzldlydpoﬁﬁblc 0 _bring any fach Acconnt to 4
allance 5 and whatever Truft we may put in our Ac
count of J ate ¢ may put in our: Ac-
. ). >, an put no Truft . ..
count of Exp N, ) ult m our Ac-
ortsy becaufe, in Teir s
Go e L A ) [ﬂf!i&lt}g" Eitries of Free
Eg?;}; fo Exportation, Merchants ofcen thike '1:1;-:-,:'
X \ © el - ¢ . le rer
ny R;{tnan tueybmtend to expore, for which ma
. d1008 [nay eaﬁ‘iqnecl‘ N = l-l. -
themfélves a oreat N'-Lm'cb' 'I‘,' })AY{;CU.\LEFH‘/’ to give
believe that tho Name in Trade; or to make othets
Cove that the foreign Merker will be glurred with
mT‘Odny’dOF which they have {enr “bur N ‘{f"”,l_
antity, and which by thar . o bR
Yo W0 means tney - ! .
0 fell at : . 7 ; S ey may oe able
at a hizh. . e i s
| zh - Price; a;_ici efpecially, becault in

mnking
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making Entries .of fuch Goods, a fhort Entry may
fubject them to great Inconveniencies ; but from en-.
tering, a larger Quantity than they export, no Incon-
wvenience can happen, and they may thereby often fave
themfelves the Trouble and Expence of making a new
‘But if we may give Credit to the Remarks upon
Sir Jfaac Newtow’s Tables for calculating the Par of
Exchange *, the proper Method for difcovering where
the Ballance refides is, to confider the Courfe of Ex-
change between England and Germanys for there it
Cis faid, The Courfe of Exchange with other . Coun-
jries indicates thg State of our Commerce, as truly as
the Pulfe does that of the Human Body.
* Authority I may venture to affirm, from the prefent.
‘Courfe of Exchange between London and - Hamburgh,
that our Commerce with Germany is not in a very
healthful State or Condition. , SERERRI Y
Thefe two Cities L chufe as the chief Marts for

Bills of Exchange in the two Countries under Confi-

deration ; and the Exchange between thefe two Cities
being now, at a Medium, about 33 3 Flemifb Skil-
lings, Bank-money,” at two Ufances, for one Pound
“Sterling; by which is meant, that for every Pound
Sterling 1 pay here at
Flemifh Skillings, Bank-money, payable 1n Hambuigh
two Months after Date. Therefore, if I pay here at
TFondon, 1001, Sterling, 1 reccive for it a Bill for
3350 Flemifh Skillings, Bank-money, payable in Ham-
burgh two Months after Date.. Now fuppofe I .make
my Payment here at London in Englifb Crowns, and

Upon which -

London, I receive per Bill 33 %

receive Payiment of my Bill at Hamburgh-in Rix Dol-

lars, or Old-Bank
reckon whether I get or lofe by the Exchange, 1 muft
»compute the Value of the Silver I pay here at Lon-
don, and the Value of the Silver 1 receive at Ham-
% See thefe Tables at the End of Dr. Aréz‘z‘t'/nha‘t‘»s ‘Tablcsbf an-
cient Coins, &e. or ia a fingle Sheet fince printed by itfelf, - with
‘Remarks and Explanations, printed for R Willsck. .

. . {}l-llbl-’:;

Dollars, of that City ; in order to

s st

=1
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~ burgh, after having reduced both to the fame '
dard, which I may eafily do by the Tables ebztf‘r(l)?e
mentioned, calculated from - Affays made at the
Mint by our great Sir Jfaac Newton, and firft pub-
lithed, “with his Leave, by the late ingenious Dr, A4r-
buthnot. -~ For this Purpofe I muft acquaint ybﬁ - Sir
that there is an Error of the Prefs in the Article of
the Old-Bank Dollar of Hamburgh, with refpe to the
Standard-weight, which ought to be 17 daw:. 17 gr
., and 3 or 4. miles, the -exact Weight being 17 dot,
17 7. 3 mites, and hear ;13%, ‘for the Decimal Ffa‘é:
tion 1s an Infinite of above ;3333 Parts of a” Mite -
:é&dghkewxfe' I muft acquaint you, that:the Rix, or
< 'il‘ ank Dollar, of Hamburgh, is equal to 8 Flemi/h
Ski'} lings, Bank-money, of that City ; and that each
Skilling Flemifb is equal to 6 Stivers of the fame Mo-

From what I have: thus i i‘e'mi‘fed 1t is‘ ea. to fe
whether I get or lofe f‘by’th'epExchangc 3 féfyazclligfé |
are fixty-two Shillings Sterling coin’d out of every Pouyd -
of Silver of our prefent Standard, an*Ounce of Silver
Ofd}thej plfefe_nt -Standard® muft be valued at 5s5. 24
;in lan Englifh Crown av 604. Sterliag 5 therefore if
thp%‘}[' ’,,xoq L Sterlz_zg vhere at London in Englifh Cr.o'w)nk;
the Value of the Silver1 pay here at Lowdon, accord-
‘ }ng}tq our prefent Standard, is exactly 2 40004. Szeﬂz'k'g.
S(;r_ which I receive, as above, a Bill for 3350 /4'1e'}7¢i/b’
| h;llllngg, Bank-money, payable  in "Hambu;igb-\t\";vo
thuog@?saafter Date. ' Now to compute the Value of
the 13 ver I receive at Hamburgh, when reduced to the
1 fhel] tandard with what I delivered here at Londox
p all ﬁ‘lpp(‘)fe;t_he Payment is made to me at Han-
fz;rgb 1n glzcxr Rix, or Oid-Bank, Dollars ; and ‘that
or my Bill of 3850 Flemi/b Skillings, Bank-monrey,

of that Ci el T : ‘
, that City, I receive 418 Dollars and , 24 Parts, or

=2,

i of ‘a.Dollar 5 then I'look in- Sir n

Tables  beforementionéd,’  for tlmeiVa‘]gfemgf Xf}wgzlf

é?agé_l)ollar of Hamburgh in Pence Sterling, which"I'
hd to be 54d. .and ;7% Parts of a Penny; and by
i E 2 ~ multiplying -
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cark and Sweden, by the )
R imark and S . end éut
we remit o, Depmark And . 0F . oblig'd to fend ¢u
i . all the Money we are Ob“bd.v- doms
Hamburgp, &5 £ + Trade with thefe two Kingdoms,
arrving on our Ty
for carrying on ¢

Didvagtage of Britain;-is becaule
“is fo much to the inlacvantage

; erhaps remit |
K K K Al . K‘{‘-.C mav Crhupgs I
But this, 1iay, 1sa Miftake: We may p

' 1 as -v:'f.i:léw:"'qb
Cn e seden by the way of Huz {
ginark and - Sweden - |
to D.{’.fllhﬂl d
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way of Amflerdam vhich is one of the Re .kT‘ W‘ ¥
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| teign Gold ‘and Silver, there

| and" Charges, to thofe who

| exporting - Bullion ‘or foreign
s Hambureh §
CTT ahoe e VSQH\‘-L(/%/(]{)"Z and S
Courfe of Exchange betweer

- Trouble in drawing, and their

- Hands <till they find an Oppor
LA , ~ _;r-'rade is . ;i(‘fa']nﬁ‘.r us.
- in both which the Ballance of 1 ag

1 geta Profit by drawing or
- are oblig’d to fend |

e fmall Part of the Money we are .001.’%;' by the |
‘thither 5 but the ar greatct | Holland, ' Hamburgh, or
A | abait two or three per Cent, an
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- R 1 find by thé Pra- | and Silver publickly enter’d for Exportation toﬁHalk]zgul-,
y muldiplying 418,75 by 541925,{6‘-“ the 240004, value: | for I~mL1["c here take notice, that as we alllolwl Bul 1odn
s ~duct, which is 22997775’-’:1]; ere at London, 1receive and foreign Gold and Silver to be open YAGXP‘O?_te, >
- of Sterling Silver 1.delivey b value of Silverof the | the Courfe. of 'Exchange betweeq Lo;m’m and f]oi(and
i _at Lwmbargh but ‘27‘9:97”),‘[1?3 qb ' dedudting 22997.d- or Hamburgh cannot pofibly rife above 5 or 6 per
4 fame Standard 51 and - laf }{-, . onﬂ by the Exchange Cent: as long as we have any Bullion or foreign Gold
'gl g. from 24000, 1 find 1 hay Cg.[érli’@".: to, which I and Silver to export 3 fox_‘ thc Courfe of Exchange
; loo2d. tg or 4l 3s. 6d. ‘II\qu éﬁey at 5 per Cent. for | between two Countries can never rife mE]ch a‘bove the
Cmuft add the Intereft of my. f‘ic out of my Money | ',Ya“]ue of the Rifque and Charges of fép_dmg_G.pfd and
| e Mmzb;,_b%n% 1t1:et-;énzoéajm before 1 receive 1t f| {3'~1}l_1-\_zcr _frgnt) Vtgc P!gg{:e wh¢re thg 'Bll‘l 1s dravyg, to that
fter T have paid it here at Lomaor, 5= 0 r 100/ at | whereitisto be paid, R L
'.?i:g‘zilat HMI”?’”’X"#’ 5 ?}”dasﬁtolfmint[gri% s ‘i—g'd.;thci'e; - But as you may not, perhaps, at firft comprehend
3 -5 por Cent. for that tlmel a; the Fxchange between thes Truth and Certainty of; this Maxim, I muft defire
-fore I muft conclude, “?} 2d, 1¢. per Cent. 10 the you to confider, that if the Remitter be a Perfon who
* London and Ha‘mbu/”g,b,‘s 51 R R thoroughly under{’rands.f Tradq, he will not a}lqw, for
: Difadvantage Qf.'Eﬂg'lmgl“ ve mayﬁnd, “that. the Ex- any Bill, an Exch_ange‘ much 31_30"(? the Vah];‘;’;‘?f the
_ . By the fame: Metho! 1 1‘36 Amferdam at two Ufances, Rifque and Charges of fending his Money over in' Bul.
: changge between ,}Lom{on gl inos. . Bank.money, for a 'hor,l or forelgp Ggld and Silver ;- becaufe if Qh\\e; finds
réckoning 35 Flemifb -Skik @;‘fot:?eﬂz;‘ Lofs to. England ; he 'muft pay an ‘Exchange much abovg _tl.u-sl Value,
“Pound Sterling, is ab,oye 5—31@7“: ",].-ngf'oﬂ-tand Antwerp is || e will, in common Prudence, .c}lpfe to remit hxs Mo-
" ¢hat - the ‘Exchange ‘-rbetw‘? Lofs to, England 5 and that | vney“m,,Specxe;:ratflu'e-r\tlxarl' by Bill of ‘Exchange. But
Jikewife above 5.per. (‘?fﬂi “by. the Exchange between | as-moft RcmxttAer.s'ar‘e"_Perfons\yvho do not underftand
e lole ab?ng 19-’]7€7fr:)€;:§ .wgénce ‘we ‘may ‘conclude, | thoroughl‘y‘ the Method
:  Lounden and Paris’s 1IC e

of »:expo'rting Bullion or fo-
fore they “are willing " to
e the Value of the Rifque
underftand and “deal in
Gold and Silver from
d whenever this' Profit
o anf{wer the Merchants
Ri{que and' Charges in
oteign *Correfponderits
tunity to draw " for it;
we may depend on it, that thofe who deal in this way,
will export Gold and Silver in Specie, in order to
felling Bills of Exchange,
e and Charges of exporting
and Silver from Britain to
Flanders, may, T reckon, be

- allowa Profit; over and aboy

this Country to any other 3 an
Jifes fo high as to be fufficient ¢

 letting - their Money - lie in

Now the Value of the Rifqu
Bullion -or foreign Gold

d'the Profit fufficient
- and ‘ - for
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for anfwering the’ Merchant’s T'rouble - in - drawing,

~ and his Rifque and Charges in letting his Money liein
" a foreign Correfpondent’s Hand, till he finds an Op- |
-portunity .to draw for it, may, I believe, be about

two or three per Cent. more'; therefore the Exchange

between London and: either of thefe - Countries, can
never be above five or fix per Cent. 'This is con- |

firmed by ‘Experience ; for we find the Exchange be-

ever rifes above five or fix per Cent.

tween London and -either of thefe Places, feldom or

~ With refpe&t to France indeed, the: Value of the
. Rifque and Charges of fending Gold and Silver to Pg-

ris, : which is the chief Staple of France for Bills of
Exchange, -is much greater, becaufe - of the ILiand
Carriage from any of the Ports of.that Kingdom to
Paris,. and becaufe of the Uncertainty of {ending it
when.: there is the greateft Occafior for-it.: Thefe are

the truc Reafons for. the Courfe of Exchange between

London and Paris generally being -about ten per Cent. 1o

our Difadvantage 5 but fince a Weekly Correfpondence’

by Shipping or Sloops: has been opened between Loz
don and Dunkirk, -Calais, or Boulogne, we “find. feve-
ral Quantiti¢s of Gold and Silver ‘have :been entered
for Exportation to Francey which may  lower - the

Courfe of Exchange in our Favour, or .at leaft pre-
ventit from rifing to our Difadvantage, ‘without.dimi-
nithing in_the leaft our L.ofs upen the Ballance of -our
Trade, with Framce. . ;-0 wra o EELTTII SR
- "From- thefe .Confiderations it is, 1 think; -~ evident,
¢hat the Courfe of Exchange can'never.rife muchabove
the Value of the Rifque and Charges of fending Gold

or Silver. to the Place where :the Bill is to be paid 3

tHctéforey,::if ‘the. Courfe of Exchange between - this

Country and any other, - be againft us," it may be

allow’d to be almoft.a. certain Indication that the:Bal:
lance of Trade is againft us ; but:it cannot be allow’d

to be a cerrain Indication of the Quantam of that Pal-

Jance ;- becaufe, as I have fhewn, whenever’the Courfe
of Exchange rifes much above theValue’ of the;lequg
: ) - ’ an
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and Charges of exporting Gold and Silver, fuch Quan
tities of thefe two Metals will be exported, . as muf‘g
foon bring the Exchange back to its natural Courfe, -
To c}eterm.me the exa& Quantum of this Ballance is"
1 believe, impofiible, unlefs our Accounts of Imporg
and Export were much more truely and regularly kI; ot
at every one of our Ports, than they.can be by tll)lc;
Laws now in being. It is fufficient for my' prefent
Purpofe to fhew that the Ballance of Trade is againft
us; and-this, 1 think, I have clearly thewn from the
Courfe of Ixchange, with refpect ‘to evér;i Country
from whence we import dny great Quantities of Lim;cny
 For this Reafon, Sir, I have no dependence u on
the Account you fent me of the Value of Imports snd |
Exports between this and Germany. And, indeed, I
muft fay, I put lefs Faith in that Account than in

4 any I ever faw from our Cuftom-houfe, How that

Account. was made up, or how the Value was put

. Upon our Imports and Exports, I do not know 5 but

from an Account of foreign Linnens imported from
the Year 1728, to the Year 1734 inclufive, which
I have feen, ‘and which I am affured is a true and
genuine AFcount,- the Article of broad and narrow
German I_,zfmem alone amounts to 20,746,872 Yards,
at a Medium Yearly, which at o Shilling 4 Yard is
1,037,3434. Sterling Yearly, and 1,037,343/ for
twelve Years amounts to 1.2,448,1041.’_Slerlz'ng vs;hich
is about four Millions more than the Value of all our
Imports from Germany for that Interval of Time, a
cording to the Account you have fent me, =~ - T
I have therefore great Reafon to fuppofe there is
fome Miftake in this Account either as to the LUah~
tities of Goods imported, or as to the Value ut
lll)pon them; and as to the Exports, there can be gﬁo
I igzr;de:};?c upon any fuch Account for the Reafons
L b ang x_ngdy‘ afligned ; but fuppofing this were a
e, exat Account, the Nation can be {fuppofed.
fo gain but a little more than 400,000/, Yearly ; and
8 a great Part of our Exports. confifts in & a‘/z.’fédm
' Goods,
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Goods, upon which the Nation does itot tn 4 Mediunt
now gain above 25 per Ceut. therefore, even by this’
Account, the Nation cannot be fuppofed to gain Year-
ly near 400,000/ which is a trifling Sum when com-
pared with the vaft Gains the Nation might reap by

" a due Encouragement of our home Manufacture  of

Linnen. N | o

" But to pretend, Sir, that.the greateft Advantage
we can have by our Trade with any foreign ‘Country
whatever, fhould make us neglect improving any
Produce or Manufacture amongft ourfelves, efpecially
fuch a neceffary and afeful Manufacture as that of the
FLinnen, is moft ridiculous.  When we may be {ur-
nifhed with the fame fort of Commodity from two
‘different Countries, good Policy will direct us to

take it from that Country by whofe Trade we are the

‘greateft Gainers 3 but furely our own People are to
" be preferred to both.

If this had been look’d upon
as a Maxim in Queen Elizabeth’s Reigp,. we {hould
never have had any Sugar or Tobacco Plantations in
America s We were then furnifhed with our Sugars
and Tobacco from Spain and Poriugal ; our.Trade
with Spain and Portugal was an advantageous Trade;
therefore, according to this modern Maxim, we ought

not to have attempted to furnifh ourfelves with Sugars

or Tobacco, left it thould" have made us lofe the ads
vantageous Trade we then had with Spain and Poriu-

gal : But, luckily for us, that Great Queen judgcdyi)

better, -therefore fhe encouraged as-much as fhe could
our Settlements in America, and by that means laid

" the Foundation of what is now: the chief Support of

our Riches and Power.

 From hence it appears, that our being Gainers in

our.‘Trade with any Country, was not in the - Days
of Queen Llizabeth thought a good Reafon for out

negledting to encourage the Trade or Manufactures of §

our own People 5 and that itis thought no.good Rea
fon, in any Part of ‘the World, . or among any  fet

" of Men, except our Briti/b Dealers in Joreign Linnens; §
o : ‘ o : will

"‘-(.41') ., | ‘

will appear from' the late Condu& of Sweden and

Dregzmcg/e: Both thefe ' Countries are allowed to be
great Gainers 1n their Trade with :Britain >

and have greatly encoura iei ' o

Levl gl el aged their Subjeéts to do-.
ﬁ;géfhﬁén?%lgg the ftrongeft Repréfenflétioris :ve (c')o:?é
aganlt it. Nay, Denmark has lately begun to ri-

valusi '
valusin our 7#voller ManufaGure ; for the Government

of Denmark has latel ' ‘ i '
_ marf lately made feveral publick .
;;;1;3 f{(())l; enc?urag}nlg their bome Manffa&:fre (I){fc;gVqu; -
» 1ome of which we ought to imitate; particulas ;
;I:}adt Soaﬂ IESZ;ni%l ;V P_z;lrt' (g alé “their pub,licﬁi Plenﬁagrl)s
oallaries: in Woollen Goods of - their ow -
f)i&tlljcsf for I cannot think it would be an;wérhemvzgge
Pent (?nsérzo g}xsl. Na;l.on,‘ if all our Place- Men énd
P ( , Pcclefiaftical, Civil, and ‘Military, were
?1?1?& gsﬁﬁonz In Z/'oollem and Linnens of our, own Ma=
acture.  As they are the moft fathionabl -
men of the Kingdom, there is g would o
tribute more towardS‘;o ings out o BT con-
Mo Jmor o ‘rooting out that Cuftom or Fa-
ion ring foreign Linnens, which has ¢ g
g;e}rallllcd amongft us, and which'I have ﬂf;wnot(])o%té
uch pernicious - Confequence to our home Manu-

fadture of that Commodity. .
. But, fay thefe Gentlemen, if you take no Lz'mz.én;

from German : ,
| many, they can take n
ManufaGtures Y one of your Goods or

youin Return.

- We take Linnens from Fr ' : vd as well
P ns trom Lfrance and Holland, as well
as Germany.  As to France and Holland, 1 ’hsls);v Eg

Gentleman wi ole] :
ill pretend ; ‘ :
have nothin P that either of them would

ve g to fend us in Return, tho’ we
gxl;e none of .‘theu‘ Lz'm;em ; but cvejn Wivchv::fp?:lé(‘zuig
what 1 have alscady GET ] b ey e fom
Hhat I ‘ Maid. I have thewn, that at pre-
_ Igr:;fgvne. p;q’babl_}.r, are, a_nd': from the fa'n;e Méthog rf)f
ing 1t will appear we have for many Years

b(:en"f o o ave
’ grcat~f£¢0ﬁr5 - b}’ our T]‘.;‘(de fﬁtith Gf?’?ﬂ[l}i_y .
| F , - . _therefore.

- have lately begun to rival us in otir Eaﬁ-lniﬁg ?;‘xzcc)]tgl '
?

ig’d to take five or 722
g’d to take jfive or ten per Cent. of their Salaries

) be'caufe"t_hey will have nothing to give




" Woollen Manufalture,

- (e N
therefore we may'’ prefume they have drawn great
qantities of Gold and Silver from us yearly s if
we thould begin to take none. of ‘their Linnens, the
Ballance of ‘Trade may perhaps tarn in our favour 5
and if it fhould, we thall then begin to draw - back

“yearly a Part of that Gold and Silver which we have

been for fo long {ending to them. Their People
might, ’tis’ true, by ‘this means grow. poorer 3 and
confequently might’ be obliged to contract their Ex-

ence ; but that faving would not affect us; it would
affect thofe only, who furnifh them with the Luxuries
of Life: What we furnifh them with are the Ne-

. ceffaries, or the Conveniences of Life only : They might

not perhaps be able to purchafe {o great Quantities of

French Wines and Silks,

Norwich Stuffs, Birmingbam

chafe .Q”ork/bz'reDrabs,
Rice, Ginger, Tobacco, .

and’ Sheffield Wares,

and would then fend that Money to Britain yearly for .}

Neceffaries and Conveniences, which they now fend
‘to France, Italy and Holland for Luxuries. "~
It is from hence more than probable, that if we
did not take a Yard of Linnen from Germany, they
would take as much from us as they do at prefent,
and would continue to do. o, as long as they found
they could not have fuch Goods fo cheap from any
other Place. | o Lo

. Thus that frighﬁful 'Argurr‘xevr'xt,“_"Iv‘-hat the préfenﬁ 1

Queftion, if agreed to, would greatly diminifh our

Argument, I know, is as frequently repeated, and as
ftrongly urged, as it is arcfully infinuated 5 but from
~what I have faid, ‘T think, it will appear, we have
no Reafon to apprehend, that any of the- Countries

we deal with for Linnens, will ever want fomething -

to give us in Return for our Woollen Manufactures.
“This is not the Danger : Our only Danger is,
taking foch Quantities of Linnen from them, and
 fending them fuch. Quantities  of 'Gold and Silver

Ttalian Fffences or Eaft= :
India Spiceries ;. but they. would @il be able to pur-

“muft entirely vanifh. . This -}

left by

i
1
H
i
;

yearly, we at laft r o ‘
lys we at laft render them fo rich, as to enable
‘ ;tl]]zmt }E?s 1':6'15 up //.lVlooZ/m' ManufaGurés of their-izsgl?
L they will certainly do, as foon it is in
theit power, whether we take a,rly Lz';mm?:o; tllsleg:
gr not.) fVVlthArefpe‘dﬂ: to moft Parts of the World; it
1\;&}; ufz&ald,y vIvc’: are ftill in pofleffion of the Woollen
\ icture: It cannot be taken from us by any Na-
tion that has not.a great deal of Mo‘niy ytgngefl’c\(y)z;
?gl):n encouraging {uch a- Manufatture imong' them-
£ c}s1 iI,f we furnith them with the Money neceffar
c(())tl“l ;:q :;gé;;fogefg by taking their Linnens to"'the«liii{
ag of oar. dgwn Manifa&ure, - they - will
then put the.Afs’s Ears upon us: They Wllltlljteyz i l;rvéllf
1y hig

.

+ . Duaties ' upon, i
| s'upon, or prohibit the Imporwation of our

Woollen Manufaétures, and te o
Ty S , and tell us we A
%me bYtheu Lirnens if we pleafe ; fbécl:i]gge’ (13)0 (';}L:.:
j -OVCl‘tyilC may »t'he.n. Very pYObably be lmpoﬁ}blye f
us to rival them in that Manufadture. = ° E o
. géyr-stheb%x;efent chuéatio‘n’ therefore, we can be no
P ‘may probably be infinite Gajners; for
if the whole 32 Millions of Yards of amers 3 for
2 4t ards of Linnen we now
e arom:. gners yearly, were manufaéured - in
our own' Dominions, it would 1 a1 actured - in
Spinners, fuPPOﬁn'«",tl . emp oy at leaft 160,000
R ppoling that eich Spinner could {pii
with another, 10 Cuts of Yar‘niv Day, ‘Osf'céggg?cgge\
15y

glzfliléing55o Dozen in a Year, allowing: 12 Holidays
ﬁz ienets . o?;:ﬁﬂ{s" Whlch"IY reckon would "be Yatrn fuf-
ient . aking 200 Yards of a iiddling foit ¢
Linnen, of about a Shillin Yard: They jort <f
the cultivating manadiznéng 3 heckitng s panppofe
ul s d heckling the £
Flax neceﬁ"ar; for the ma in 5 Qo ol
’ aking this Quantity of Lin-
nen, and _the weaving, bleachi deting o
‘ g, bleaching and dr i
ZVfou]d give conftant Employmeh? to. 8o cljzign%]o]rté ’
o Olm' People ; we fhould have .240:000 more
Thgeezc:g{:cjantly_ez{?plolyed than we have at pr'efcnt
¢ 240,000 conftantly at work, would, 1 reck ;
{ILEIE;Ort'at lf;aﬁ 12000 Mafters and tMi(%l'e,fTesle\zcvlfl?é]l;
than¢3 mVIall 252,000 Perfons ufefully employéd more
! we‘ ave at - prefent. _Now we cannot fuppofe |

F 2 " that
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that each of thefe 252,000 Perfons. would confure
les than 40s. werth of our Woollen and Leather Ma-
nufactures yearly, one with another: This ‘would be
2 new Confumption of thefe Manufactures to -the
Amount of 504,000 i. Sterling yearly, which would
of itfelf be fufficient to give a new Spirit to both,
efpecially our #vollen. Manufacture ; and ‘the. pro-

viding Victuals and Drink for this additional Number

of People would maintain a great Number of more

 Hands in' Agriculture, &c. for we may fuppofe that

each Perfon wonld confume in Viétuals and Drink to
the Value of 2 d. a Day, one with another, which is
766,500 L. Sterling a Year., n o ~
“Then with refpect to the Publick Revenue, confi-
dering our Cuftoms, our Excifes, our Malt Tax, our
Salt Duty, our Stamp Duties, &¢. we may, I believe,
fuppofe, that each Perfon of this additional Number
would pay in Taxes to the Publick, 10s. yearly
one with another; which would be an Addition of
126,0001. per Annum to the Publick Revenue. - But
as you, Sir, as well as fome other Gentlemen, may
think this Calculation too large, I fhall beg Leave tq
confirm it from the Publick Accounts delivered in
to laft Seffion of Parliament. As Accounts were then
delivered of the grofs and net Produce of the feveral
Branches of the Publick Revenue, appropriated to-the
Payment of our Publick Debts, 1 fhall give you the
. annual net Produce of the feveral Accounts, at a’ Me-
dium, for the Years refpectively mentioned, as follows,
vz, ' » ; R ‘
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Tt B ot iy
cife, at a o el S
to 1736 i;cluﬁve edlum:"ﬁ‘om‘l,mz 1,702,231

-~ of Cuftoms, ata i ‘
o cuioms, ta Medium, for the fame

T Ii\e/I n;_t Producé Qf 'tl;e Salt DUty', at «
ledigm, from 1734 to 1737 inclu-g ‘1'86,23‘8‘ 7

The net Produce of the févefél Branches)
}I 028,200

ﬁVC :
‘The net Prodyce of the ‘Duties - on

H
Py

‘Malt Tax does

fore we muft conclude,

Houfes, at a Medj -
T11I737 ir;cluﬁvef:c« i, from,;733 e 126’12,0
e net Produce of the followin : |
tie , : N ' lng Du_ .
| ,w; %t é M@“% ffom 1732 t0 1736,
}:h; Stan;p hDuties 3 Dy ' 8 '
art of the Poft-Office Duties. 45 110,509
priated as abovementioned L‘l_tles,“ ap ? 7“0:% 36,540
| %};e Duty on Coaches and Chairs =~ -~ o
! Thz %‘::t}; on Hl-\z“'kel's and Pedlars | Z’gi!
| The Duty on Mongy with Clerks andy = *7> 2
APEWBBC@ , ’ ' - o | 53120
: _ : 3,218,148
3 | To this we muft édd‘t.hv ivil Li | '
;- o nult e Civil Lift Re-
| 4 nzenﬁe, which is per Annum , ¢ } . 800,000

N , i | 1,500,000
It ‘may perhaps be faid that the net Prbduceéf the
ALal does not amount to 700,000/, wum
ut if there be any Deficiency in ’this Aﬁ?gl;{ ;Zl}Z Z;.”nl)’
P

|convinced it will be made good b

_ will b ; ) the E
€venues appropriated to ' the Civ%l'Liﬁ :( Ca?rﬁi(‘;{leif

;h,at’ the whole annual Amoune
. : of
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of our Publick Revenue, without including the Land
Tax, is 4,718,148 L. per Annitit, which being divided
by 10 Millions, the fuppofed Number of People in
Great-Britain, Infants included, makes near 9s. 6d.
to be paid by each Perfon, one with ‘another ; from
whence we muft reckon, that every adult Perfon, one
with another, contributes at leaft 105, per Annumn to
our ‘Publick Revenue. A
* Thus, Sir, I hdve given you a fhort Sketch of the
Advantages the Nation would reap by the additional
Number of induftrious People, which would  be' the
certain Confequence of our having the Linnen manu-
fattured among ourfelves we now purchafe from Fo-
reigners ; but thefe are rot all: This additional Num-
ber of 252,000 Linnén Manufacturers, with the Ad-
dition which: by their means would be made to -the
Number of our Woollen: Manufacturers, - Servants for
Agriculture, &c.
thall reckon: 300,000, would confume 1, 845,000 Yards
of Linnen yearly, the Manufacture ‘of ‘which would
make a new Addition of about 14,000 Linnen Ma-
nufacturers ; and thefe again would occafion a further
Increafe of our W oollen-and Leather Mantfacture, and
of our Agriculeures fo that the Increafe of the Pub-
lick Revenue by this means, we may ‘reckon, would
amount to at leaft 150,000/ Sterling per Annum
and as a great Part of this Sum would accrue-to the
Sinking Fund,
Debts much fooner than we can otherwife do. |
" The third Obje&tion of a foreign Nature is, That
the Regulation now propofed may excite - foreign
ties, and. perhaps Prohibitions, upon the Manufaliurts
of thisKingdom. ' C
' As to thofe Britifb Manufactutes which any of our
Neighbours can furnith themfelves with by the Labou

-and Induftry of their own. People, they have already’

laid Duties upon them, in- order to ¢ncourage thell
‘own 3 nor'can we blame them for-{o doing, no- more

than’

i
i
1
I
2
i

o
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which, taking them all together, T ‘
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than they ¢ ; (47) |

Lz’me;‘:yiiﬁan dblame us for laying Duties upon their

L , 1n order to encourage our M |
of ' that - Commodity St oon Manufature

. Commeodity: But as to thofe Manufadtures
which they cannot furnifh the : anufactures
) : nifh themfielves with b
bour and Induft 1{h themielves with by the La-
Ir and ry , of  their own Peopl "
have them from us, or eople, they muft
ave them from us,” or from fomebods :
fore. i St c mebody elfe 5 there-
from :ththey{]ay any - Duty upon fuch Manu’fa&ufes

Tux | encefoever imported; it will be only laying .
P ax ;{po,n their own People 5 it can 'do us ‘I}i’t'tlt ying a-

rejudice 5 and by the Treatic hor et o

: v ties {ubfifting between us
they cannot lay a'T ' g between us
A 1'ax upon any Manufaéture of - 2.
tain in particular, becay acture of +Bri

200 g caufe by thofe T'reati :
ob Al ‘ reaties they -ar
as ]tlogzclli;oogl CWfaS anCIl:TFavour and Friendfhip i’o U:

ner foreign Nation 3 {o that the - ;
of any Tuch thing would be 2 Breach of  all Proeg
) : - would be a Breach of ;
thip, Trade, a each of. all Friend-

! » and Correfpondence b '

2 c etween us d
every one of thole Nations f 5 20C a8
hAN ‘ s from whom we take 7.i
nens get more than we do by o we tate Lip.

f5 geL more ths > by our prefent mutual Cor
mer . 1t pr al Com-

anner as to do an lnj,ury to the;nfelves;' in

order to be revenged of us, -

|- But I would gladly ask t‘hofeGéntlem(\e\n,: ‘\;V:hethéx"

tl . o~ . . e
Ozler)’zgl;mk that the Confumption of foreign Linnens in
auntations.is of more Confequence to the forcigh.

Nations from wh
tions from whom we take that Commodity, than
>

| the Confumption i

e o s Sam i -« :j if?hﬁi?éﬂpt‘l(}? i Great-Britain and Ireland ? For

. would enable us to. pay off our B - ¢ of greater Confequen .'

" our § lfu;ely e f()rejgc[’] quence than the former,
| tzglore Reafon to be difpleafed with us, and to re- .
| aliate, . when we laid the prefent Duties upon all thei; |

. . . 7 b Linnens c ned i
. , | . § Lénnens con 1ai
Princes and States to retaliate, by laying exceflive Du- fumed in Greal-Britain and Ireland, than

Nations we deal with in Limnens

they c: ave, ‘on :
Du?iésn:on?'w lhavq, ‘on account of our extending thofe
éohﬁxmed ; ;m 01uofP Zthell‘ Linnens as fhall be 'hzgreaftef
imed i our Plantations s and fi I
it e ar Plantations s ince they did no
furég'&af ‘(rtl"m% think proper to attempt any viol)(:ht I‘\/Iea}t '
: diffe?m’n s us, we can have no Ground to apprehend:
T efx(l)t hqndu_éjt upon the prefent Occafion.”
. fortinwmé Objection of a. foreign Nature is, That
lorting Cargoes for moft Parts. of the World ‘we
, S - o s deal




o - (48) |
deal with; we are obliged to.put almoft in every one
a large Quantity of foreign Linnens 3 becaufe ‘at fuch
 Markets ‘we - cannot
cheap as foreign Linnens are there fold : Now; fay
they, if we allow no Drawback upon the Exportation
of foreign Linnens, our Merchants mufk either continue
to export fiuch Linnens, or they muft give it quite over:
~If they continue to export [uch Linnens, it will be im-

poffible to fell them without a Lofs at any foreign
Market ; and as our Merchants muft charge that Lofs
~upon the Price of our own Manufaétures ‘they - carry
thither, . this Supercharge will very much -injure - the
Sale of our home Manufactures at all foreign Mar.

Xets; which will be a great Prejudice both to our

" Trade and Manufaures : On the other hand, if our

Merchants give over all T houghts of importing or |

exporting any . foreign Linnens, ' it will not only - lay
~ them under great Difficulties with refpect to. forting
their Cargoes for foreign Markets, but it will likewife
diminith our Tranfpore Trade, and confequently our
Navigation. This, they fay, was ~wifely . forefeen,
when thefe Duties were laid on, and therefore it was

then ordered, that all of them, but the Half of the

.old Subfidy, fhould be drawn back upon Exportation.
- Now, Sir, with refpeét to this Objeétion, we muft
diftinguith between thofe Parts beyond Seas where no
foreign Linnens can airive .but by means of pafling
through Britain,
nens may arrive, whether we will or not, without any
fuch Paflage. With refpect to the former, - I do not
think it was very Wife, not to allow' the whole Duties
to be drawn back upon exporting foreign Linnens t©
fuch Markets. - Oar Error in this refpect has long

ago laid our Merchants -under a Neceflity to fort.all |

their Cargoes for fuch Markets, without any greal
Quantity of fuch Linnens 3 as appears from the fmall

‘Quantities we find exported to any fuch Market 5 and |
as 1 am far from contending, that the Drawbacks

fhould be taken off, with relpet to forcign Linnei
o , 7 Texported,

el our home-made Linnens fo |

“and thofe Parts where foreigin Lin- §

4

e (490)
\expgrted to fuch Markets, ‘the Objection can be of no
| ’nght, with regard to what I contend for, which re
]ates only to foreign Linnens tranfported to thofe \Pla‘ces"
b_eyqnd the Seas, where 110 foreign Linnens can or ever
C()Elld“ arrive, but by means of paffing thrdugh ’-Bifé:z‘a:‘er
And with réfpect to all fuch Places; we certainly ou ll”t
- not to have allowed any Part of the Duties to bé dra%vl
bacle upon'the foreign Limnens exported to any fUC?l
Place, and 'certainly would not, "if we had "-hgd any
VIEW, '»-‘b’y‘ laying on fuch Dutics, to have given E 3
couragement to our ‘home Manufitire of -Lbz';men??i :
know it is faid, that if 'we had not.allowed any Draw:
backs upon Liunen exported to our Plantations, wie
vcou‘lvd‘ not have carried on fuch a proﬁtable'c]‘andéﬁihe
Trade with the Spanifh Settlerments in' Americh, aé-wz o
‘But as we have now no

have doné for many Years.

“fuch T'rade, as every ohe knows we put an. eritire

Stop to it by the Peace of Utrechz, ‘and the Eftablifh-.
4 Jtrecht, -and the Eftablifh-.
~ment of the Souts-Sea Company, at leaﬁlg‘g g}it?:]fllngs

layin our powery: therefore; 1 am’ fare,” our "Smug

;g,;; n% OTmbde }v‘rth‘ '}t;he.gsl‘pzzfn’ijb Settlemients in Awmerica,
can ,},V ¢ of no weight in any of our Confuléations:
bout ] }r\ade,; ‘and if' the Sonth-Sea Company fhould
ever -again fend an annual Ship to New Spgz'n' -and

thould think proper to export foreign Linnens thither,

;hey Qngh"c be allowed 4 Drawback; in the fame Manner
as 1s Or ought to be allowed upon foreign Liniens -
pm%eg to P‘l.acés Whe're we hdve no Power or Invﬁﬁ'éﬁ‘vc':zxi
neée{ifét;s’,‘~ 8111{’;1 yéo_tg f@'eb t}‘}a; by making this pr‘bper_a'r;d
o oy Daftintion: between foreign Linnens exported.
0 Places where ‘they may be fold without paffing

PRS-t T oreign Linnens exported to Pla-
| ses where they cannot poffibly be fold irbout fuch &
| a8, we may contribute grealy to the Encourage-

nt of our Linuen Manufacture, without fo much as

FUNMENG 2 1 e (€ 5t e 0. m
| 1inning a rifque of injuring any other Branch -of ‘our

Call;a;de,b and as to our Navigation, it appears ‘that it
o r(;t: : e»yl-nqu‘-red-_}n any Part, but {61ély in ‘that which
- emp Q-yed-(m importing thofe foreigm Linnens that

. G T e




“to which I muft obferve, that the greateft Part of the

. (50) . |
are now {fent to and confumed in our Plantations 5 as
foreign .Linnens_fent to our Plantations, aredxmpi)i;:d
in Hamburgh Ships, which are foreign, an ;Tr;Vi, az
navigated by foreign Sailors; fo that our own s gre-
tion appears not to have the leaft Concern in the pr

Ne 0o ]
f?nﬁ%;i{;?}ow ftated, and, I think, fully anfwefdhglll
the material ObjeQions of a foreign Naturcla, ‘whic v
have heard made ufe ‘of againft the Regu a}tlion_ P -f
pofed, -1 thall next confider thofe' Objections that are o

a doéﬁeﬂz‘ék Nature, . fome  of which relate to Britain

and the Plantations J
tions only. >

ointly, and others to the Planta-

that we neither ‘do nor can: make- the _Qr‘éh_tles :3'
Kinds, and the Quantities of . Linnen we f;an in ne -
“of, for want of Skill and Materials, and for want

{pare Hands. -

* To which I anfwer that, as to the Qualities or Kirids

'Linnen we ftand in need of, there_m_ay;_be fome
?gfigeo%?::zgj Linnen a little- different from ap;;l,' olf
thofe we make ; but wflth‘refgcé‘t_; to the Ufes to Y?e 1'Cto
Linnens -are commonly applied, ;. there - 1s bno. u liéd _
which any fort of foreign Linnen 1s 0t can be appled,

" but may pe fully as well anfwered by fome of the forts

of Linnen we already make; and 'ig ~ gcllerei r;si,t:{le}é f%r;
vei T, which is not perfeCtly 1
of foreign Linnen which 1s T ated, by
ne y ‘home Manufalture, 1t 1
fome one or other of our oz > Manua ;
of the coarfeft Sort, which is moftly fent to our Plan-

tati . {o that it i for want of Skill; but ‘ heat . had
e et we o ‘ | not been for the accidental Demand for that fort of
of Linnen that comes from Abroad ; and for the fam

for want of a Vent, that we do not make every Sort

it 1 ini ufacturers, , particu:
fon it is, that our Linuen Mamlfz .
'E:Iz;-qgf Yorkfbire, - the Bifboprick, and the County of

herla i it ks, o
: humberiand, are obliged to fell their Backs, O §
gg%ﬁ}’ff;ﬁ? gheir Hemp and Flax, for little or pochlr]xg, |
to thofe that export it 5 for it is of this Material only, §

> -+ thofe

.. Asto the formé‘r,: the firft T fhall take notice of i,

| Britain and Ireland are cettainly as proper for. pro-

| the Deficiency by importing Hemp and Flax unmanu--
| fadtured from thofe Countries from whence we now -

- not perhaps have fo many Projeors amongft us, - for

(51)

 thofe coar/e foreign Linnens we do not exaltly imitate

are manufactured. L A ISR
- Itis a Fact notorioufly known, that W€ now can
~make as fine Linnens, and as good, in every refpect,
as any that are made beyond Sea; and furely thofe

who have Skill enough to manufacture Linnens of the

fineft and beft Sort, cannot be faid to want Skill fuf-
ficient for manufacturing thofe of the coarfeft: But
granting it were otherwife, -may -not our Manufactu-
rers foon acquire more Skill than they have at prefent,
if we take proper Care to encourage their Progrefs in-

that fort of Knowledge: Can it be faid that the Geni-

us or Capacity of our People is inferior to the Genius
and " Capacity of any People under the Sun? As our
People are generally richer than moft others, we ma

Poverty is faid to be the Mother of Invention ; and
this is the true Reafon why we are not fo 'good at- In-
vention as fome of our Neighbours ; but it is a con-
mon: Obfervation, that in all Artsand Sciences we ima-
prove upon the Inventions of others. S
- From hence, Sir, we muft conclude, our Want of
Skill can be no Bar .to the Regulation propofed ; and
as toour Want of Materials, our Soil and Climate in

ducing Hemp and Flax, as the Soil and Chimate of any
Country upon the Face of the Earth : Then confidering
the fmall Encouragement we now have for Grazing,
and the yet {fmaller Encouragement we fhould have had
for producing Wheat or any fort of Corn, if it . had

Commodity in'foreign Parts, which to our great Good-
luck has now continued above #h7ee Years, I may fay,
we have fpare Lands enough in Britain and Ireland
for producing Hemp arid Flax 5 and till our People at
bome fall into a way of producing: Hemp and Flax fuf:
ficient for our Linnen Manufatture, we may fupply

Gz ‘import
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| ( 52)
import thofe Materials brought to their utmoft Per-
fection by Manufacture. 'The Difference in the Ex-

pence would be very confiderable, and the Manufac-
ture ' would give Employment and Happinefs to a
. great Multitude of oxr own People, ‘inftead of giving
‘Employment and Happinefs to Multitudes of “Fo-
reigners, who may one Day be our declared Enemies.
Then as to the Want of fpare. Hands, I am fur-
prifed to héar fuch an Objection made by any Man,
who confiders the prefent extravagant Hleight of our
Poors Rates, and the Multitudes of Poor who have
A vlatelyltr‘anprrvtcdvt;hemfelves to our Plantations.. But
fuppofe we had not at prefent a Sufficiency of {pare
Hands, does not every one know, that the People of
- a Country always increafe both by Generation, and
by the Acceflion of Foreigners, in proportion’ as the
“Trade and Manufactures of that Country: increafe ?
When Multitudes of Poor are. ftarving for Want of
Employment, it frightens moft of them from marry-
ing, and inftead of inviting Foreigners to come and
fettle among you, it forces many of -your Poor to. go
feek for Employment in foreign Countries ;. whereas,
when there is a great Demand for Labour, when all.
* the Poor have . fufficient Employment, and every one
is able to-get a comfortable Subfiftence by Induftry,
 their natural  Inclinations,’ which  are heizhtned - by
Plenty and Satisfaction, prompt them. (o marry and |
beget Children; and the Happinefs of your People §
being made the common Topick of. Difcout{c among

~ all .your Neighbours, it tempts: mar’xy'.indu{*‘cri‘ousjand
{kilful ‘Foreigners to corne -and {fettle among you.

- This fhéws we could not be long in Want  of
Hands for manufacturing all the Liznen we now take
from Foreigners; and the- Manufature -of - Linnens,

efpecially thofe of the coarfer fort, has this Advantage,

that the People of both Sexes, and almoft of all’ Ages,
may foon learn to gain a Subfiftence by their Labour,
the moft Ignorant may be foon: taught to be - ufeful,

‘Children may earn their Bread, and the Decrepid may

N

| ~ f{upport |

fupport tlxemfelves‘by their Indu T \
P - ClL UR‘Y , 1 are
very few of thofe Perfons, who ai‘g’ now Iff;;ot:idbt;m‘
| 1;}16 Parifh, bu: might foon learn, and might be able tﬁ
upport themfelves, by working in fome Branch of

(539 . .

the Linnen Manufatlure 5 {o that I am apt to believe #

‘we fhould ftand in need of but a very few -addit
~Hands: for manufacturing all the Linnen Wé ﬁ;txgngl
need of, - either for our bome or Plantation Coir:flllgm .
tion. I have already computed,: the manufacturi p;
the 32 Mitlions of  Yards of Linnen we now t II](:3
from Foreigners yearly, would employ but 200 '3 o
Perfons more -than we lmvefalread-y’cmplo‘gd'? OCOI
as we haye in Britain and Ireland about-1 yoo ’ ;})ﬂ
rithes, this is " but about 23 Perfons to é-vergg PO 'ﬂ.la*
therefore, confidering we have in.évéry Pwl)"]i(h-?“ -
poor Perfons who have not conftant’ En‘a lo gr]nany
befides thofe that are fupported: by the Pztrifi }ilt oy
be fuppofed we fhould nog ftand in reed. of z: -may
g,;gqt: 'r»a?c}istif)nal jI\Iu-mber of H;—xhdé, if all Sztvliirle
1 ufelefs People we now have were properly ¢
ployed, which they might be by }V;Cl:uél l%?]ir(iy e:}e. \
ment of our Linnen Manufacture. -~ - e
. But laftly, iSuppofe we have not,
rfg)tr .fw;ral ’Ye:.u's, {fufficient Skill, or a fufficient Quan-
jEl-Iy’ g ;M_at¢rlajls, or a fufficient Number of -fparé
ands, for . manufaGturing the feveral Kinds and

{()@a}:;ti_\t-les:of Linnen we ftand in need of; :Wh’at-wOu’Iéi‘
tlfetj’i]Cg?éfgqglence_ ? Itisnot now propofed to prohibit
e, B ilt) :‘gtlo?d(’)r .Expor;atxon.~:oﬂf Sforeign Linnens s
mor i E@ﬂ;}o egd;o lay any additional Duty on foreigsn
e oo fumed at :hqme,; it 15 only propofed, that

e b ple 1n our own: Plantations, and’ Settlements
tle.}7<3‘,r1(1_1863a,‘ fhall hereafter pay an equal Duty upon
p;(; C{Zfeg;z ,inz_mjm -Fh¢y confume, with that which is
i) p: 1 foreign Linnens con{umcd:by our own Peo-

ple here at home ; theonly Confequence of -which s, -

nor could have

‘th . Y P 1 - 7
at the Deficiency in our. own Manpufatture will be

lupplyed by - foreign Linnens, till | '

plyea Dy forewgn “Linnens, till we can have Skill

Matermls, ‘and {pare Hands enough for ﬁxp.plyilng
o - ourfelves y
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be able,

.(54)

outfelvess and the only Difadvantage fls.’ tlg?tqrog? |
People in the Plantations may perhaps, for a Ye:

two, pay a little dearer for the Linnens they con{gutgz
than théy do at prefent. From all wh;ch I mu b
of opinion, that with proper Encouragement, we{l e};
Ble, in a few Years, without fubjecting ourle vll
in the mean time to anylnconvemence,ﬁtq dn?a ke 2(1
‘ tities Kinds of Linnen we ftand in ne
uantities and ‘Kinds' o A “heed
i)hfe; (alnd to fay, that becaufe we: do not at .ple,fegt}
make all the Quantities and Kinds of Linnen tv;iamsu;
| ’ ' ) - to- enable
\ ht not to endeavour to-e s our
therefore we ought - enable our
People to do fo in time to come, f}e’ems’}.t e ridicu-
%Ou’?fxe fecond ObjeGion of a domeftick Nature that

- yelates to Britain and the. Plantations jointly is, That

' * our home
our Linnen Manufattures ought to fupply

abline
‘Market before they afk an Encouragement for enabling

' 0 hefe
] Market beyond Sea s for, fay t
gﬁilﬁéﬁpli i:r]guld .be needlefs ‘to -encourage our

Linnen Manufalturers to €Xport thelr Linnen, v;;l;;}i:
we are oblized to import foreign Linnens for our b e
we are oblig _ i innens for o

- Confumption.

e ftineui between -the
PR tof thlS;. b mu{} iﬁm:)gfzz;aﬂil\/lanufa&urea
' ' f ns OI - -
ome Demﬂ”d’orlﬂ”?" > UL s for
iﬁd'the home Confumption of all forts of 'Lz?nm;e:)'eral
the former is not near fo great as the latter 1‘9r veral
“Reafons, two of which [ fhall prefently explam. foos
we do ‘make a Quantity of Linnens fuflicient to ém e
the bome Demand tor fuch Linnens [IZS'CZI'dmZ; . }fgaper
o. now fell ts of home-made Linne
we- now fell all for i / & and Good-
han fores ; f the fame Finenefs and
\an foreign Linnens Of the el ald
ﬁéfs g;n ée fold in Britain ot Irel'cmd ; and 1t ngc; ”
be ridiculous to fuppofe our Linnen ‘Mm;ufdreater
ought ‘or can, or ever will make a much g
ght

" Quantity than they find fufficienc for anfwering 1bis

. P e
Demand s for if they fhould at any time n}alﬁc nl)g}rz‘
than 2 fufficient Quantity for th}l{stgrpof;:,t ge;muﬁ
. muft either lie upon their Hands, or they mult
nens muft eicher lie upon their Fand: ey ey
' eI : ‘which would _
{ell ‘them at a - lofing _EHCC, wlp b0 o

~and by fo doing, they have not only found a Market:

| Cs5) -
oblige them to contra& their ManufaGure - for. fome
time after, This is the Cafe at prefent : They have
for fome time paft made a greater Quantity - than is
{ufficient for anfwering this Demand 5 {o that con-
fiderable Qantities of good bome-made Linnens of all
{orts are now lying upon the Hands of the Manufa@u-
‘rers and Merchants, {ome of which have lain by them
‘above three Years therefore, unlefs fome new Vent
be opened, ‘they muft contract their Manufacture for
Years to come, which will reduce Numbers of -our
Manufacturers and - Weavers to a ftarving Condition,
.or oblige them to! betake themfelves to ‘other Bufinefs,
or to tranfport themfelves beyond Seas. . . .
- As I have faid, .and as the Fa& certainly is, That
home-made Linnens are now fold cheaper, ‘than Joreign
Linnens of the fame Finenefs and Goodnefs can be fold -
n _~_Grm;-8ritqz'ﬂ‘Qrffrelcmd, one may be furprifed to
hear, that any foreign Linnens are or can be now fold
for-bome. Confumption ;- butfuch ' is. the-Prevalency-of
Cuftom, that Numbers of ~our People ftill chufe .to
‘wear. foreign Linnens, tho’ they. can have home-made
Linnens of equal' Goodnefs and F inenefs at a cheaper
Rate 5. the Reafon of which s, that they have ' been
long -accuftormed to think foreign Linnens are - better
and cheaper than thofe of our own. Manufature ; and

“but few of the Confumers" have -a. {fufficient Know-

ledge in Linnen to.difcover this Miftake or Prejudice.
This is fo true, ‘that our retail . Drapers are often ob-
liged to make the bome-made Linnens: they have in
their Shops pafs under the Name of Joreign to their .
Cuftomers 5 and in the Spanifh. Weft-Indies, where
fome . of our bome-made Linnens. were fent for Sale
fome  Years ago, it was found . that ‘no-body would
meddle with them, becaufe they did - not - feem to be
fuch as they had been accuftomed to; but of late our
Merchants have contrived: to have .thofe Zinnens done /
Up in the fame Manner with the Soreign Linnens - of
the fame fort which-thofe People were accuftormed to 5

for




bome Demand for Linnens of our own Manufacture is
s, the Artifices of ‘thofe whofe private Intereft it 1s
2 g s .

~That there are fuch Men in the Kingdom no_oné

Co(s6) |

for feveral Quantities of them, but find that the People

are extremely pleafed,  and have, upon Tria‘l, fof med ;'

a very good Opinion of them.

- This Prevalency of Cuftom 1s one Reafon why the

not fo great as the bgme Confumption og 'a}'ljfg?g%ff
Linnenss and tlie only other I fhall take no

to encourage the Confumption of foréign {Lzyfne;?s rathel
than that of our own Manufacture.

can doubt, who ‘confiders what vaft Quantities of fo-

. B B . . | - A“ . .
reign Linnens we have annually ‘confumed for fo ma

| 15, and ‘w imbers of our Merchants -and
- ny Years, and what Numbers of /

Linnen-Drapers muft be engaged in-the Impc}i;;aft;;r;
and Sale of fuch Linnens. We have Y T
who have-every Year great QUM}_UFIGS o {ofeiig:n Lan
nens configned to" ghiem by their Corre on thefe
France, Flanders, Hollond and Germary < Cpon el
they reccive great’ Profits by e o pillioh, soe
the more they can difpofe Qf, the mort Jrll e cone
ned to them, the more Comtiffions. they will be
gr%:?&idt?o.tbgfgllfﬁzéh cannot eafily fall into the bome

Aen Oy
Linnen Trade, becaule they h'a.v_e.-.no Coxreig;;a?ngr
or ‘Acquaintance with t‘he,Lmn;n lﬂgﬂuﬁeréfdre ot
Aerchants of Greai-Britain or ireldnd relofe 2
gfg "Linnen Manufaiture of their Coun{tiry} H;Ci; ;:tai:es, |
their Trade, and confequently their Profits, muit ne-

ceffarily decreafe, *and for this Reafon we may pre-

fume many of them will always ech_&;;age ;2;;6Q§;1§
famption of foreign Linnens, and will oppore T
publick Meafure that may be }tbo_iu_g’ ¢ of for er
raging oxr own Manufatture, -

- But thefe are not the only Men, who by their pri

e ety “to éncourage the Con-
vate Intereft may be induced to cncourage the,

ettt T et
oo e G i s

oS o et St

ption 7 Linnens for to them we mult §
fumption of foreign Linnenss for to \ '

add our great //holefale Linnen-Drapers : As all /o § Wholefale Draper has a double Advantage 5 for he

oo - ) Y S
yeien Linnens are ma in very large Packages,
reign Linnens a_rs_madﬁ up _lnf,Yt.\Y: el ilarn it

| (s57) |
each of which contains a Variety of Sortments, the
Factor or Importer cannot fell any {mall Parcel, he
muft fell a whole Package at once, otherwile he

~would be obliged to keep a Shop as well as a Ware- -

houfe ; and as a Package of fuch Linnens containg fo
great 2 Quantity and fuch a Variety, no Man but 2
Wholefale Draper can be his Cuftomer 3 by which

means the 77.olefale Drapers are become 2, fort of ne-

ceflary intermediate Dealers between the  Tmporsers
and Retail-Drapers; fo. that the Retail-Drapers muft
apply to them, and them only, for what Linnens the

‘want in the Retail way ; whereas the Britifh and Irifh
Linnens are made up in fmall Packages, and in fuch
a Manner that they may be fold in fmall Parcels by

‘the Merchant, Faftor or Tmporter 3 fothat the Retail-

Draper may go dire@tly to the Fattor, and.may pur-
chafe what Quantities of Linneys he ‘wants in his Re-

tail-Trade, without ‘being under a Neceffity of ap- ,

plying to any Wholefale Draper whatever. - Thus you

- {ee, Sir, the Wholefale Drapers have, with  refpe& to

foreign  Linnens, a Monopoly of the Retail Trade,
but with refpe&t to home-made Linnens they have no
fuch Monopoly 5 and  therefore it is their Intereftto
encourage the Sale and Confumption of the former
preferably to that of the latter, R DI
- But this is"not all, the A kolefale Drapers have
not'only a Monopoly of the Retail Trade, hut they

have likewife in fome Meafure a Monopoly - of ‘the
Export Trade, with refpect to foreign Lingens 3 for

tho” an- Exporter is obliged to fend out great Variety
of Sortments, ‘yet .thofe’ Sortments  are very diffe-
rent “from what are to be found in any one Pac-

kage of foreign Linnens, therefore he cannot pur~ -

chafe a whole Package of fareign Linnens, but muft
2Pply to the Wholefule Drapers, and to them . only,
for making up his Cargoe for Export: And here the

has not only a Monopoly in the Trade, but he gene-

| muy ,receiVCSWa.ﬂ Advantagevby mgans of the Draw-

- back.
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‘back. It is therefore very much the Intereft of the
Whelefale Linnen-Drapers to encourage, the Cpnf%mp-
“tion of foreign Linnens both -at bome and in the Plan-
tations s for which Reafon we may prefume many of

them will endeavour to raife an Outcry againft any

Meafure ‘that: can be propofed. for encouraging the

Linnen Manufafture of their native Country, and the

' Retail’ Drapers, for the Reafons beforemention’d, will §

certainly join in that Outcry. SRURE
’Afcez {m‘vin‘g ‘thus pointed out the feyeral forts of
Men, who may. be induced by their private Intereft

‘to difcourage the Confumption of bome-made Linnens,
1 believe T need not give an Account of the various
Artifices they make ufe of. 'However, one has been
fo generally and fuccefsfully practifed, that I cannot

forbear mentioning it: Since our late Improvements in

.the Manufa&ure - of Linnen, they- have not had the

‘Affurance to fay but that a Piece }of. [oo_ﬂz’e:-made Lii?-
en looks as well as a Piece of foreign Linnen of the

fame Price. This any one who has the leaft Judg-

ment in Linnen, and will be at the pains to compare

‘them together, muft be fenfible of 5 but they {ay, our

bome-made Linnens, *tis true, look as well in the Shop

‘as foreign, but they all fpoil and grow yellow with

wathing ; to which they generally add, that the fo-
reign will: laft twice as long .as our home-made Lin-
sens. Thefe are Fa&s-which cannot be contradicted
‘but by Experience; and moft Confumers rather chufe
to believe the Draper, than to  run the rifque of
making the Experiment. This 1s an Artifice which
every - one’ Knows has been' long made ufe ‘of, and has
too much’ prevailed ; ‘but, thank God! it now begins
to lofe its Effe@t; and whatever may be: the Iflue

of this ' Application,” T believe “it will be attended |

with this' Advantage, that it will open ‘the Eyes of

fome of our: home Confumers, and thereby ‘contribute

towards removing that general Prejudice which has .f?

long - prevailed: in:favour-of foreign Linnens for V;lt?

refpect -to. our - home. Confymption; if we Wcref Orrfif
& ‘, e . R “ r

|
|
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from the Duties. on Soap, and other Materials necef-
fary for the Manufatture of Linnen, our Manufaltu~

rers would defife nothing but a ftri¢t Inquiry and an
impartial Judgment; but even this they cannot pro-
pofe to obrain for many Years, unlefs they are en-

abled to' fell their fine Linnens cheaper than they can
do at prefent, by procuring them a {ufficient Vent for

" all the coarfe Linnens they can make, If they had
fuch a Vent, they might probably in a few Years be-

able to fell their fine Linnens {fo much-cheaper than
foreign, that no Man could fail obferving the Diffe-
rénce 3 and if the better Sort of our People fhould
once get over this old Prejudice, the inferior would
loon follow their Example ; {o that our home Demand
for Linnens of our own Manufacture, and our bome.
Confumption of Linnens of -all forts, might come to be

nearly the fame, and at lalt we might come to be able’
~ to furnith our Neighbours inftead of being furnifhed

by them. - | | | 3
. ‘Before I have done with this Objection I muft ob-

ferve, it is {fo far from being needlefs to encourage

the Export .of any home Manufacture, as long as we

are obliged to import a foreign Manufaéture of the

fame kind for our home Confumption ; that wherever
this can be done, it ought to be'done; becaufe if our
Neceflity for importing proceeds from its being im-
poflible for our Manufacturers to furnifh the Quantities

“or Qualities neceffary ‘both for the foreign Demand and
bome Confumption, they will be certainly every Day -

improving in Skill, and in Numbers of Workmen,
in order to be able to anfwer both thefe Demands, fo
that our Manufa¢ture will be in a continual State of
increafing. till it becomes fufficient for anfwering

both; -and if -our Neceflity for importing proceeds

from the Fathion and Whim of our People, which
makes them give a Preference to foreign Manufactures,
the Quantity exported. is fo much got to the Nation,
by increafing our own Manufadture; for our Imports
would be as great, even tho’ we fhould not export one

“Shillings
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Shilling’s worth of our ow L cacter -
' ' -ourage the exporting
- Cafe therefore, we ought to encourage the exp

“nufadture, but with’ the

"“(60_).» : -

Manufacture,  In either

. » .' - ’.]
our bome Manufactures, notwithftanding our ,obfelt;hg.c
annually “obliged to import great Q\uagltlttlfg ‘cncou~
fame fort of MannRchue }'1\32)7, ‘fﬂztﬁf: ]'r'ather’tlnn

e orti ’ e Manulacture, rather tha
rage the exporting our home Nian ure, il
thofe fareigg ‘Manufaétures we import ,otx:fxfalu\?xgufac- |

‘ ntage to our 2 -
always be of great Advantage & o affom and
: 1 i Countries into the Cuitom an
ture, to bring other ; T ony other

: . , RN that of any other
Ufe , of wearing 1t ~1_atl}er tban tha any EeE

Ountr . o . ’ . L. . - : o".
C'VT heythird Objeétion of the fame kind is, Ti‘g}‘{e;z
is unneceffary to ask for or grant any Encourag

i i i fine our bome Linnen Mans-
for improving or increafing ou

facture;, becaufe as foon as we can ma—ke dthe k?flg:;;

ties and Qualities wanted; and ct;)m fa%l‘ “:;’ ol e
e innens can be 10ld, :

as cheap as foreign Linncns Ct from whence
. : Il we can make; fro i

tainly find a Vent for all \ \pplication is not

\ the prefent Applicatl

they conclude, that the prelent d increafe our Ma-
ST ,aI'Vlew to lmpro\ve-al’l : LAl ; ,

made with : fole View of enhancing the

’ ‘ » | Linnens, which inftead of
" Price of our home-made ~Linnens, W [

UV tainly diminith it,

: o the Quantity, would certainly diminiin 1

.wﬁiﬁﬂ’é’nfn;t% Indu)i’gry of the M _.l;eumfa&ureff- |
yrI have already fhewn, that it is impoffible for any

' Nation to fet up or carry on any Manufacture which

Y

“another Nation is in pofitfion of, without fome pub-

own Government, or the Folly of that of the

Rivals: therefore it muft be ridiculous to fay to an
13 5

e T Baels TO-
Infant Manufatture, or while it is 1n 1ts }.?rogwtefs ;b..
‘wards Maturity, You have no occafion for aby pud-

ialities ited. and fell them as

tities and Qualities wanted, an i ‘

ztllm:aqszrlt-}lio"fe who have been long in poffe{'ﬁor} f’f t:ﬁ‘
Maxﬁlfa&ure, you ~will certainly find a Vent'ior 2

i ing you do’
can m: “This is direitly faying, when you do
zvof:;tc 2:: g‘](?rlfie’thg Nature of Things abfolutely impoi-

fible for you to do, you will then. get »whgt you de-

{ Plantations with the fame Advantage

! Linnens.

o (6r) |

fire. But befides, it is not true in Fad s for from out

- own Experience here at home we find, that tho’ we
{ell ‘our home-made Linnens cheaper than foreign Lin-

nens can be fold, yet we do net find a ready Vent for
all' we do make, and much lefs for”all we - could
make, becaufe of the prevailin
in favour of foreign Linnens, ~ =~ v
The Premiffes being thus both ridiculous and falfe,
the Conclufion cannot certainly - be right 3 and to thig
I muft-add, that if the Price’of homp-made Linnens
~could be advanced by the Re

fure it would not be oppofed by any Faéor or Dealer

n forcign Linnens; becaufe if the Price of bome-made

Linnens thould ad

vance, thofe Dealers would certainly
be enabled to fell

Jforeign Linnens at a higher Rate, o
to fell greater Quantities of them than they do-at pre-
fent ; -and

d I am fure they know their own Intereft
 better than to oppofe an

could hope for fuch an Effe&. On - the contrary,
they are well aware that this Regulation would have
a very different Effet'on their Trade in foreign Lin-
nens : -Such- Linnens could not then be fent to - our

e they are at
made Linnens would then be fold
Joreign, in’the Plantations as well as

prefent : Oar fome-
cheaper than

| they now are at home ; confequently greater Quantities
i of home-made Linnens, and lefler-

Jick Encouragement, either from the Wifdom of their f would be fold there than at prefent
1C nco 1, - :

| ble our' Manufaturers to fell all fort

Quaatities of foreign
: This would ena-
s of  Linnens {till
cheaper here at bome than they can do upon the pre- |
fent Footing 3 and this would diminifh _
e, as well as-
in the Plantations 5 confequently no fuch Quantities
could be imported, which would confiderably diminifh
the yearly Profits of all Facors and Dealers in foreign
This is what they are afraid of ;' this is

| what' has raifed fuch a violent Oppofition to the Re-
f gulation now propofed ;
| from w

and if we confider ferioufly

ceeds,

g Cuftom and Prejudice

gulation defired, I am *

y Regulation from which they - |

the Quantity - .

hat fort-of T'raders this Oppofition chiefly pro-
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ceeds, there is not” any one thing

“the End propofed, I

1 3 P b P .
. diminith the Quantity, 1s to me a Paradox 3
makes one Fellow of

~ ‘Nation would lofe the Advantage of bcxng{a&uyes ddie §

" "A( 62 )

can be a ftronger

Argument for our agreeing to 1t3 pecagfecl[%lést L?alqugi
Sign it will in all human -Probability be ehicc .
¢ End prop mean that of encouragm.g._‘oulf
~ diminifhi e Quantities O
bome Mannfatlure, ‘an,dd diminifhing th | Qu o
ion Linnens imported. = -
org%lt Ifuppofc this Regulation - ﬁgould ttlinlgz?ctab t}gz
' " ] ~is 1t from the
Price of hame-made Linnensy 15 1t hrqn e D
infer’d that this would dlmlcl‘l\lﬁll t be .giimini{hing -
' ve o rd that by vifhin
facured 2 1 have often he?. ‘ :
uantity of: any Commiodity at Market, you, raife the

. ic u will
Price 3 but to fay, that by raifing the Price Yf%r if it

a lazy Difpofition idle i.lwiy fa,

is ti it wi 7Tigour to -all thole

his time, it will add frefh Vigour, to al :

f;a:; gfe 1isnchl{trious and diligent 5 and, thank GODa S
1 have not fo bad an Opinion of my Countr)lrrmen

to think the former more nugnerlogslzk{\tar:) ftl)tel:x isatlt:igd :

~ The fourth Objeétion, and the " o the

think worth my while to take notice ol >, 1 i

Ruver between the Foreigner who manu

gx?f"l‘éntet who confumes 3 and that the Crown would

lofe the Benefit arifing from the half Subfidy, which

remains on the Egportation of foreign Linncns.
- In anfwer to this, let me

" Millions of Yards of foreign"Lz‘nnem;expo,rted yearly

that thefe fix Millions of

to our Plantations, 200 WS4’ oIF Subfidy, or

Yards are worth 3oho,(():oo
i - - n . .
what remains with the Crown,’ raw:

_packs allow’d upon Exportation, does not laén%leneﬁt
full ‘2 per Cent. UPON. the yeaLV alue, 'th Benc
arifing to the Crown by this axpolrltanon{hiwn L e

" Thount to 6000l yearly; and as I ?Vcﬁ e
the publick Revenue would gamn-at 1ca [ 50,/
Sterling yearly, © fi L
taxab]ég- People, - if the thirty-two Million S
of  Linnen We now 1mport from 'Foreigner
manufacured within our. OWR Dominions,

s of Yards
were @
I think 1
1§

: e fix § o . N ,
fuppole there are /i b foreign. Linnens imported amount upon an Average

o (63 |
. is evident that the Crown would at laft be a vaft
Gainer. by the Regulation propofed. L

Then as to the Advantage' of being the middvl‘é"
Buyer between the Manufacturer and Planter, to fay

. that the Nation muft lofe this Advantage is a Miftake;;
. for our Merchants at London, and other Paris, will
L 1till be the middle Buyers, tho’ we had not a Yard of

foreign Manufacturer and” Planter, but between our
home Manufatturer and Planter, by which means the
Nation would retain the Advantage of being the
middle Buyer, and would acquire an Advantage much

turer, SR e :

. Now, Sir, with refpe& to the ObjeCtions of a
| domeftick Nature that relate to the Plantations only,
| the firft, and indeed the only one of any kind, which
~can, in my Opinion, have any weight, is, That by
- taking off the Drawbacks upon foreign Linnens, we
. fhall throw a new and additional Burthen upon our
. Plantations, efpecially our Sugar Iflands, which are
| already in ‘a diftrefled 'and ‘melancholy ‘Condition.
| This Burthen, the Gentlemen who oppofe this Regu-
lation compute, will amount to at lealt 15 per Cent.
becaufe, as ‘they fay, the whole Duties payable upon

. from 20 to 25 per Cent.

| 1 am very fenfible,” Sir, of the diftrefled Gondition

frer paying the Draw- . of moft of our Plantations, -efpecially our Sugar Iflands,
after pay in g

and fhould be extremely averfe to the throwing of
any new’ and unneceflary Burthen upon -them s but

| I am likewife fenfible that no Part of their Diftrefs

proceeds from the high ‘Price they pay for Linnens
of any kind'; and I muft obferve that “it is not the

o Namber of ou ; Inhabitants of any of our Plantations, nor their Friends
by increafing the INU

or Agents, who are the chief ‘Oppofers of ‘the Regu-

I | lation defired ; for froni all of them I have:converfed

§With,” I find ’the’y,’are';'migbty eafy-'abom the Affair ;-

1and therefore if any of them have joined iri.the prefent,
a : - Clamour,

i
i
3
1
¢
1
i
£l

foreign Linnen imported, not indeed between the

i

i

8

' more confiderable, 'I mean that of being the Manufac-
3

]
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Tt ich i ifreprefented by
: e Fact which is, I find, milrep ! .
'i?i%_tg)f (zlrmle other fide of the Queftion, and that is

B N
Clamour, I am convinced they are mﬁueciaced 3}; t};?& |
who, I'am afraid, have as little Regar ‘t(f)he;z Fro-
{perity of the Plantations, as they {c?n} to fhew. ¢ 0}; n
the prefent Occafion to that of their IWII Lo
5. But to put this Matter in a proper light, ‘

' uti backs payable
h refpeét to the Duties and Draw! s payab
Kégn :ﬁépl1np01-tation and Exportation of foreign Lin-
nems. -~ T - w much the Price of

e to confider how m_uch the Price
fd}giezizin? 'rwould be advanced in the Planz.at;’oné
by t%kinc off the Drawbacks, we are not to regar
the Value put upon them in the Book of Ratg;, \ge
are to- confider only the Price they are fold at ; y ‘toe
Linnen-Draper to the Exporter 5 becaufe if a foreign
Commodity fhould pay' 10 pleg gem‘. ;Duéyi gdtgg'lg:;z

” tation, and fhou e valued.in the £
;1 p%lﬂiinggrpzzr Cent. lefs than it is fold for tq-téxofle
that export it, and if that whole ﬁcpgty Ixgere %2?1?; oicl ({i
pon’ rtation, the taking off that Drawback woulc
?}g?r;ggc g:n‘ it would add but a very lictle more than
five .;\mﬂ Cent. to the Price of that Commodlty. at agy
foreign‘Marke"t. Now as all Linnens viot particularly
rated in the Book of Rafes, imported from any Part

| ; ] - pay ' 5. Value
of Europe, except Franmce, pay for every 205 Valu

upon Oath, but 3s5.°44. three rwentieth Parts of 2 |
Peuny, and feven 20th Parts of a 2oth Part of a Pex-
* uy; therefore fuch

fort of Lz’nnem_6pay's upogldthe_ Va;:;i
{wo ut at the Rate of 10/ 145. 84. 39. per
ig;gn tcI’B’utbas we cannot fuppofe that any Iménor;e_r
“of Linnens will put the full V-alue upon ;hﬁmhat '?t rgé
or that he will fell them tc the Exporter wit out oa_S
Profit, therefore we may fuppofe the .E)f:poxlt:erdpbylzJt
24 5. for that Linnen which at Entry was value but
at 20s. and confequently that the Duties gcynrzlg X
" reckoned to amount to more than .13/ 185 _g; P five
2oths and fixteen 20th Parts of a 20th~Parkt1 (}_‘ a Zs g;
per Cent. upon th‘e:ureal‘Value‘ of all fuch . mﬁ? ‘o

{65y .
fold for Exportation ; for tho’ according to ane of the
" Rules annexed to the Book of Rates, by virtue of an
A&t of the 11th of his late Majefty, any Cuftom-houfe
Officer may oblige the Importer to fell him the Goods
at the Value put upon them at Entry, yet it is certain
no fuch Officer will ever put this” Law or Rule in
execution, unlefs the Goods "be greatly under-valued
at Entry 5 becaufe in every fuch Cale, it will be found
very difficulr, ‘if not impofiible, to difpofe” of fuch’
Goods at their full Value, by Auction or otherwife,
. Again, as'the fame fort of Linnens; when exported,)
draws back ‘upon every 20s. value, 2. ‘104, nine
20th Parts, and feven 20th Parts of a zoth Part ofa
Penny 5 therefore the Drawback can be reckoned onl
at ‘the rate ‘of 147 75. 24. fificen 20th Parts of a
Penny per Cen. upon the Value as fworn to ; and if
we reckon, as before, - that every 20 5. Value are fold
to the Exporter for 245, the Drawback " cannot . be
reckoned to amount to more than 11 7. 195, 74d. five
2oth Parts and fixteen »oth Parts of a »0th Part of 2
Penny per Cent. upon the Value as fold for Exporta-
tion 3 in ‘which Cafe, that Part of  the Duties which
remains with the Crown, muft be computed at the

Rate of 1. 19.5. 7d. per Cent. upon the Value of

fuch. Linnens as fold for Exportation, e
From hence we may’ determine, I think, with fome

| Certainty, that the Duties upon all Liunens, ata Me-

i

dium, do not amount to above - 14 per Cent. of the
real :Value 5 the Drawbacks not above 12 per Cent.
and that there remains with the Crown about 2 per

Centt. . Thefe are, I think, the higheft Rates at which
we can compute .the Duties a‘nd;Dra,wbagl:s'uPoh fo-

reign Linnens 3 and if ~we examine the Prices of the

feveral kinds of Linnens ufually imporced, and parti.

cularly rated in ‘the Book of Rates, we fhall find the -
Duties ‘and Drawbacks there 'mentioned not to exceed
thefe Rates, upon an Average. - But if the Drawbacks

were to be taken off, with refpe to Linnens exported
© Qur own Scct]ements bCYOHdS(’.aS, ‘We't muﬂ‘ not

o imaging
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jmagine that all forts of Linaen would rife in their

~ Price to the full Value of the Drawback, for this very

lain Reafon ; becaufe we now fell home-made Linnens
of all forts in thofe Settlements, not above 6 per
Cent. dearer than foreign Linnens are now fold, not-.
withftanding the latter’s having the Benefit . of the
Drawback ;- therefore, if this Regulation fhould take
place, foreign Linnens muft be fold in thofe Settle-
ments at a’lefs Profit than they are at prefent 5 for no
Man would purchafe them, if he found he could pur-

chafe home-made Linnens equally fine and good, 6 per,

Cent. cheaper, =~ o oo o |
~ *Tis true, it may be fuppofed, - that upon this Re-
gulation’s taking place, the Price of our bome-made
Zinnens would rife'in the Plantations s which, I fhall
rant, might be the: Cafe for the firft Year or twos
But I fhall hereafter fhew, that in all Probability this
E ffec could not be “of any longer Continuance. ~For
this Reafon 1 fhall fuppofe, that for the firft Year or

cwo our bome-made Linnens would advance in their §

“Price about 2 per Cent. and that foreign Linnens would §

be fold ata Profit ‘of about 4 per Cent. lefs than they. §

“are now fold ; {o that ‘the Price’ of - Linnens in gene- |
al would be ‘about 8 per Cent. orily more than it is |
at prefent. This is the higheft additional Burthen |

any of our Plantations by |

“the Regulation now propofed ;. and when we compute §
how much it will: be upon- each Negroe, the Burthen §

, fure, it will be |

thought of no Weight even by the Planters in our §

“that can be thrown upon

“will appear fo trifling, ‘that, 1 am

Sugar Ilflandsy when put in the Ballance againft the

‘Improvement of the -Linnen Manufaclure of. their |

Mother Country. =

M For this purpofe let me fuppofe, that a Nugroe cor §
' fumes five' Ells or fix Yards and a Quarter. of Linuet §

in ‘a Year: It is well
~ exported for that Ufe, do not coft, on an-Averags
“above 7d. per

known that the Coarfe Linncis §

er Ell 5 therefore we muft compute, tha |§
" the Linnen neceffary for each INegroe does not . coft
el . o . abovc g

(67)

above 2. 11d. Now 8 ])e‘r‘ Cent, upon 25, 11d.

amounts but to 2d. 3 Farthings and one |
- of a Farihing in a Year, fo thftr this Burthejgﬂj}.)wfl)i‘i:li1t
is now fo much complained of by thofe upon whom it
is not to be laid, will not amount to 3d. upon eacl
Negroein a Year; which is a Burthen fo fmall, that Il
a?} fure, it can no way add to the Diftrefs of an
of our Colonies; efpecially if we confider, that by
the late Improvement of our. Linnen thufa’ﬁwe her}er‘
at -home, we have reduced the Price of all forts of

8 Linnen in Britain jons, 2
| L o Brie 1,.]reland, gnd the‘{’la_nm;zom,' above
: . within thefe ¢ight or nine Years; fo that

tho’ this fuppofed advanced Price of Linnens confu
med in our Plantations thould continue for feveral

Years, they could not, upon this Account, be 'in -
worfe State than they were eight or nine Years 'aao?
;dbfut_ that this advanced Price ‘could not congm'le
babfe- mgo or three Years, is, I think, the moft pro-.

| givee',fre ficagfeirgqr agreeing to this Regulation would
piric to our Linnen Manufaiiure in all

° prit
Parts of Britain and Ireland, and as a new Vent

would-be_thereby opened for coarfe home-made Lin-
"ﬂ;’m‘, it would vaftly increafe the home Manufaéture
of that fort of Linnens, which would ‘quickly increafe
the Number of Workmen in all Parts of our 5Lz'7mek
-%gnufaﬁzzm, and would of courfe enable our Manu-
acturers to fell all forts of Linnens cheaper than they
ffanhcllo,at prefent, by lowering the Price of Labour
in that way, and by putting them in a way of making

an immediate Profic by their Apprentices and young - |

Workmen, as well as by t ¢ goar
| as. 1s by the / '
of’;‘l}exr H’emp i Fl(m? e Qef_u/e and ¢oarfeft Part
 Thus, I think, from the Nature of Things it

from the 1 e of Things it ap-
p‘ca[;s, ghat by means of this. Regulation oﬁr boz};-
}”flde; Linnens would in a very few Years come to be - :
l(') 1 cheaper than they are naw fold in our Plinta-
Cwl?fs 3 and this Conjeéture is canfirmed by what I mayf
r‘; an Accident, which happened in the Year 1712,
felating: to one Branch, of our Linnen ;Mdnufaﬁu"ref
S I2 . Beforg




e

G, ST e
g B e A g

AT R T

oo g s B N

AT

o b0 st
P

= e S
e

———

5 A

sy
i et e 2

e el i Tt 3 " s
T e kit s G A 70 R

. e AT i
o A

o 1 et S

ey v it
T e

v

g T om ey

23

e TR b T 4
5 S

o e A AL
z

T

TSR et 1.1 AT DY

A

Before t‘hat‘ ‘Year, we had all our Buckrams, called

Tillatings, {rom Germany, but an A having then

pafled for laying a Duty of 15 per Cent. upon all Lin-
siens printed, painted, ftained or dy’d in any foreign
Parts, foreign Buckrams, (under which is comprehend-
ed that fort of Linnen Cloth called Tillating) were un-

‘derftood to be included, and were not therefore al-

lowed to be entered without paying that Duty : This
gave ‘Encouragement: to the People of Scotland to be-
oin making a fort of coarfe Linnen Cloth fit for Tillas-

ings; and tho' an Act of Parliament pafied in the -

Year 1714, by which it was declared that Buckrams

were not intended to be charged with that Duty, yet §

in that fhort time the People of Scotland had: got fo
much into-the Way of making the fort of Linnens fit

for Tillatings, that they have always f{ince underfold |

Foreignerss fo_ that few or no foreign Tillatings have
been fince imported, tho’ they have been ever fince
the Year 1714, fiee of that Duty. ‘Which is to me
a convincing, Proof, that our People would, upon the
leaft Encouragement, quickly fall into the ‘way. of
making any fort of coarfé Linnen Cloth, and that.they

would in a very fhort Time make fo much of it, and
!l it fo cheap, as to prevent the Importation of any @

oreat Quantitics of that fort of Cloth for the future.

To this. I muft-add another Argument ‘from our §

jate Experience in Sail-Cloth ;= for fince the Draw-
backs have been difallowed upon the Exportation of
foreign Sail-Cloth, the Price of : home-made Sail-Cloih,
as well as foreign, has confiderably decreafed, ‘both at
Dome and in our Plantations’s ‘ahd why the difallow-
ing of the Drawbacks upon the Exportation of fo-
reign Linnens fhould not have the fame Effect; will
not, ‘I believe; be eafy to account for, - w

1 krow it may be faid, that Cuftom Tand"@‘pinionf

' home s and that tho’ qur home-made Linnens might not |

rife above 2 per Cent.” yet foreign ‘Linnens would cer-
gainly rife 1o or 12 per Cent, 1n the ‘Plantations, and

_ would

would be as prevalent in the Plantations. as here at §

~ Country. A

would. from Cuft (dég)) 4

. cuftom an inj

mers, notwithftanding their ~[l)36i:10gn 'cl;iena(ge;ml?y: QCU{PO‘.
per Cent, than bome-made Linnens. This m¥ h"t e 4
haps hold true for fome time; but I"amg furpelf
could  not hold long, efpecially with refpect to we, i
Lirinens, for our Planters would 'examineand\fcg o
pare the Linnens, and would _‘certaih‘]fy C’htﬂ"é thn}-
they found to be - the cheapeft and moft ddrab(}e
However, it will, I hope, be allowed, that if Peo IC .
cither at home or abroad continue a ridiculous Cut’cpe
or Whim, to the Prejudice of the Man'u'faéture'son?
their Country, they ought to be made to pa for 't? ;
I am fure no Man ought to be indulged ir}:' fuchl )
Cuftom or Whim by the Laws or Government of hiasls

~ From all which, Sir, I hope it
“the Burthen to be. laid upon our Plantati '
of §1us Reg,,ulatio_n, is nopgreater. thaﬁfvﬁiﬁgg ‘ m‘;ans
fubject to-eight or nine Years ago; that this gurtl‘ere
will ‘r}ot.probably‘laf’c above two-or three Years - algg
that if ‘it fhould. laft longer, it is fo. inconfiderable,
that it can:no way add to their prefent Diftrefs, nor
bpng_ tl1pn1 INt0 any  new. one; thcreforél‘a’m, b
vinced you would think it of no Weight whencon-
n the Ballance againft the :Improvement of ou L’Rut
m;gr {llla;wfaégure. o i B L

The fecond Objection of a domeftick N vhi
relates ‘to our Plantations only, 1s,e{:.c[l‘(l:}zt:l\jfii t\;;?ﬂv: hl??ll
take off the Drawbacks payable upon foreign LZ-,';I:,”S,

~ when. exported: to. our Plantations, it will - promote

Smuggling and running Linnens clandeftirely into
our Colonies 3 fo. that inftead of beingq?:ggiégfzvil}i

Jforeign Linnens which pafs through Britais, . they. will

be fupplied with foreign Linnens in ’

| e hf j a cland,
ner: from the French, Dutch and Dcsz;/o éggﬁemmeﬁ?:s
in ‘th;ell‘ Ne;ghboughqod,‘ ‘which will be a r»great Lofs
to this. Nation, without eontributing in- ‘fhe'.l'eé{’c' “to |

-the Encouragement of ‘our: Linnen Mannasiure, In

SQP port: Q‘f this Objection, they fay, that Foreigners

have

will. appea_r, that, -
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- America, except fhe 18

(7).
have already a great Temptation to run their Lin-
sens clandeflinely into our Seltlements s becaufe all fo-
reign Linnens that pals through " Britain are loaded
with a Charge of at leaft 13 per Gent. more than
thofe which are fent .dlreé’tly from foreign l_"arts,‘ in
order to be clandeftinely run into our Plantations ; and
that if we fhould add to this Cl}arge,t{lg whole:)?.
i le upon Importation, it would amount to
‘gt;solz‘azzb per PCém‘. Wlhi'ch would be fuch a ‘Tempta-
tion for Smuggling, that 1t could not be withftood, nor
the Smuggling, prevented by any Regulamons or Penalv
Laws it 1s pofiible for us to make. |
~ ‘Though I have not heard it objec”tped-, that_fo-
veign Linnens can be carried direétly from France,
Holland or Denmark, and run into any of our Plan-
1ationss yet left the Gentlemen who oppofe this Re-
gulation fhould have’ recourfe to this, when they
are drove from every other Argument, 1 fhall firft
fhew, that it is,impraéticab]e, if not impoffible, to carry
on a direc clandefline ‘Trade between Lrance, Holland
or Denmark, and any one of our Plantations. As to

“this, I fhall firft obferve, that if any foreign Ship put

Farbours, Bays or Creeks in
forced thither by Strefs of
Weather, or for Want of Provifions, the Ship ‘and
Cargoe, let them be never fo valuable, are by ex-

into any of our Ports,

prefs Statute forfeited, and may be feized by any of his.

efty’s Officers, or any other Perfon in that Plan-
%?gn :yN_ay, if ;ny foreign Ship be found hovering
upon any ef our Coafts in America, and fhall be
found to have broken Bulk, or to have cgrrxcd on any
illicit ‘Trade with the Inhabrte}nts, the Ship and Cvargo
are forfeited, and may be feized in the fame Man-
ner and even when a Ship is drove in by Strefs of
Weather, or Want of Provifions, Officers are imme-
diately. put on board, to take care fhe fhall carry oa

fo overftock the Market in any oneé of our. Plantas
tions, that one half of her Lading could not be fold
almoft at any Price ; and that before a whole Ship’s
Lading could be landed in any Bye-Creek (for in
fuch Places only fuch a Trade could be carried on)
it ‘would be impoffible to prevent its being heard of
all over the Plantation, elpecially in our {mall Sugar
1flands 5 fo that his, Majefty’s Men of War ftationed
in thofe Places, or the Cuftom-houfe Officers, could
hardly ever fail of coming up and feizlng the Ship,
and- perhaps ‘moft of the Cargoe ; from all which I
muft conclude, that it is impoflible for a'Ship failing

direétly from France, Holland, or Denmark, and fully

loaded with Linnens, to difpofe of her Cargo in any
one of our Plantations 5 and by difpofing of a- Part
at one Place, and a Part at another, the would run

the utmoft Hazard of being feized, in hovering with

broken Bulk upon the Coafts, or paffing from one

Plantation to another, and upon Seizure would cer-

tainly be condemned as lawful Prize.

"To get rid of this Difficulty, it may be faid, that
a Ship failing from Framce, Holland or Denmark,

‘might take but a fmall Quantity of Liunen, {ufficient
~only for running into any one of our Iflands or Plan-
~tations as fhe pafled by s but can it be fuppofed that

any Man in his Senfes would ‘run the rifque of lofing
a rich Ship and Cargoe, worth perhaps 3 or 4000/
for the Sake of the fmall Profit he could expeé by 7un-

zing 3 or 400/l worth of Liunen ? It may likewife
-be faid, that ways and means might be found to make
~our Governours and other Officers eafy, by large Bribes
in the name of Prefents ; but if we confider our Laws
~upon this Head, we fhall find they are fo wifely cal-

culated as to make this corrupt Method impoffible 3
for not only the Governour and Cuftom-houfe Officers

§ may fizea Ship engaged in any candefiine Trade,

no contraband Trade. And next I muft obferve, - §

‘that a Ship, fuch as are ufually employed in the /7efi-
Tudia Trade, loaden with nothing but”Linsert, wou}cé

B
B

but évery Inhabitant in the Plantation may lay hold
~of her, and.upon Condemnation, .one third-is to be-
long to his Majefty, one third to. the Governour, and

one
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one third to the Profectitor 3 ,fugpgﬁr{g_thenr €&0- B Linnens thoiigh their own Settlemiciits. will be as.
vernour and Officers "ﬂlﬁqqld,be‘all’ .gpr;ugted,_ yet we B preat as paffing them through Britain, 'btir’f Duties upon®’
can hardly fuppofe a -tich Ship coqld.‘efeapg bemg - § Importation excepted. A Linnen Merchant refiding
' feimed by fome of ‘the Inhabitants ; 'a;ic‘j'-;f ‘tbe ._QOY%‘f R 0 france, or Holland, muft confign his Linnens ‘to:
~ “hour and Judges fhould refufe todothem ]uﬁlce Y R 2 Faitor refiding in their Settlements in Americs s
condeimning the Ship, ‘the Seizers might appeal to B This Fafor muft have Commiffion as well as the
the Kiiig and Couticil, ‘where -they would ‘certainly R Zondon Fagtor, and he again muft fell them fo-
moer with impartial Juftice, and the Govern:_oul?? § Wholefale FLinnen Merchant refiding in thofe Settle-
Judges, and,Officers, with 'QO‘?d,?grf ‘P:"fm-.lﬂ.lmentf" of | ments,” who muft have a Profit as well as the Zignen
"Bt fuppofe the Governour afid ‘Cuftom-houle OF- B Draper refiding at Zondon ¢ 'This Linnes Merchant
ficers ‘thould, through Bribery, -and the Inhabitants | | muft fell them again to a Smuggler, who makes it his
- through Fear, abftain” from Jeizing fuch ‘a Shlp, yet B Bufinefs to 7un Goods into our Plantations from that
il fHe cannot carry ‘on her contrabind, _"'}I'-‘ra?deglflj_'sﬁ; | Scutlemient 3 and  this - Smugeler muft likewife have ‘a
curity 5 for by the fame Laws, any of his Majelty’s R Profic as well as the Zondon Exporter ; for if a Man
- Ships of War cruizing in thofe Seas, have a11: Ow?r'.t(? B b cither of thefe Places acts in a double Capacity, he
feize her, and would certainly -ma ke ufe .G;f"f aﬁ O;V - § Wvillexpect a double Profi, 77
er, out of regard not only to-their ‘Duty, bt t ;,61;.' . B This is the Cafe: of French and Dutch Linnens:;
tereft ; becaufe upon any fach Seizuie, Qhﬁ:hﬁﬂf'? the @ but with refpect to German Linens, the paiﬁndfhén;"
Prize Is by Law to go'to the Crown, and the other . § through ‘the Dutch, Erench or Danify Settlements in
" half to the Captain and ‘Crew ,of-:h,;eraJeﬁy sSlP g{m‘er’zc‘zg : én ’-o'gdcr to 7ui then into ours, -will always
that makes the Seizare.. L a0 @ deattended with a greater Charge (our Duties excepied)
" Thus, Sir, it muft appear, 1 thifk, impoffible fo g tan pafing them through 'Brgimz(‘fz;l for the Geom
export Linnens frorn France, @0{1@7;{1 of Denmm’? - Q Linnen -Merchant muft corifign his Linens for this
Tedily, by meansof a denddfine Trade, t© any of out R Purpofe o fome Fudtar refiding in France, Holland
‘Colonies lin America 3 thetefore the only “\W?Yile& 15, & or Denmark; and this Fafor reliding in Fr’cznbe" Ho’lz’
to export thofe Linnc#s to-‘their<own -Seitlementsinthat & [s,d  or Degmark 3 mult fell thofe I_,i'n~nén5‘ag;'»ivn'-'té‘
§ fome Wholefale Linnern Merchant: refiding in‘the fame
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Pare of the Wotld, in order to let them lie there il .
‘thiey find an Opportunity, by means 'f)‘fi',fma],l S-lqops » § Place, who muft fell' them' to the Merchant that i
to #in them into fome of our P{czmang’m‘r@ro@ What ¥ 0 cxport them to their Seclemens i 1 oy e 1
1 have already faid, itis evident, ‘thit ‘even in this § where they muft again go through the Flands of 4
- ay, the Rilque of ?”””iﬂg;mﬁﬁfb?f‘{?”}”g}' ggt';~:.th¢r§ - § Pedtor, Linnen Merchant and Smuggler refiding in |
fore we cannot fuppofe ‘any Man will gndggta'l@ b @ thofe Settlements;, - by ‘which means “every’ Yard: of
~ unlefs he canexpelt a very gx‘eatProﬁt > but the Pro- \ German Linnen paffing through the French, Dutehi of
it to be ‘expeéted will be far’ fhort of what is pre- § Danip Settlements, in order tobe run- into' qurs,.
tended, for fuppofing that the Linnen Merchants and § would be loaded ‘with the Commiffion of - Profit- oF
Factirs vefiding in the Weft Indies, ‘expect no eatst B one Fugtyr, one Linnsn Merchant, and one Exportsy
“Piofit or Commiffion by their Trade, than what is 0t § more than it would be loaded with by paffing throngh
by our Limen-Drapers ot Tultors refiding l:lze:r?\?b § Dritain, in otder to. be fairly expotted; and fold in our
Larzdon, | YCt the Cha’rg'es Ofpﬂfﬁﬂg ID”wbiiorh :?’87,’0‘ ‘ Plahfillz’ons.' ,."'f‘« B LRSI RIS T AT S
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_Thus, Ithink, it muft appear, ‘that the prefent
Charge on pafling foreign |

can be no very great Tembptation for running them
‘into our Plantations, even upon the Suppofition, that

Merchants and Faors refiding in the /V¢fi-Indies, ex- |

pect no greater Profit or. Commiffion, than what is
got:by our Merchants and Fafors refiding here at -
Lendon. = e
. But when we confider, that the Faftors refiding in
the Weft-Indies have always feven and a balf per Cent.
Commiflion and Storage, and that the foreign Linnen

Fatlors here have not above two and a balf per Cent.
Warehoufe Room 3

Commiffion, and a hbalf per Cent.
‘and likewife when we confider, that no Merchant in
the Weft-Indies will deal for fo little Profit-as our
 T.ondon Merchants or Linnen Drapers ufually do, we
‘thall find no Occafion for excepting the Duties payable
upon Importation out of this Account; but on the
contrary we may juftly conclude, that the Charge of
‘pafling foreign Linnens through the Dutch, French,
‘ot Danifb, Settlements in America, in" order te run
them - clandeftinely into our. Plantations, wilk be very
“pear as great as 'the Charge of paffing them through
Britain. (including the Duties payable upon Impor-
tation) in order to export them openly and fairly to
our Plantations. -~ . s

fier what 1 have faid, T think it needlefs to dif

pute the Quantum of the Charge upon foreign Linnens. §

paﬁin_g;t\hrough Britain (tho® this likewife might be
difputed) becaufe you muft now fee, Sir, that no fo-
‘reign Linnens could be run into our Plantations with

Linnens through Britain i

always be carried on m( piimie Creeks and Corners
{o that the landing of the Goods, andbtfhe C::ggrsé
of them to the Place of Sale, muft not only be Vc:xg
difficult and dangerous, but vaftly chargeable, : !

Let us confider, Sir, that the Rifque and Charge
of running Goods clandeftinely  into any . Country 'gis
always fo great, that we find it is no-where ‘practifed
to any great Degree, but where the Smiggler gets
at leaft 40, 50, 60, or 100" per Cent. In the Spanifh
Weft-Indies all European Goods are {o dear, by means

of the Duties and /ndultoes impofed by their Governs= -

ment, and by the Monopoly the rich Merchants. in
Spain have of that Trade, that all thofe, x:v(lrloanctzsml;

on a contraband "Frade, may flill gain 40 or 50 per

Cent. -and fometimes  two Cents. per Cent, by -their

‘T'rade, as often as they get clear off 5 and till within

thefe 20:Years their Coalts were fo ill guarded, and

- their Guarda Coftas fo cowardly, that there was fCarce~

ly ‘any ‘Rifque in  carrying on a comtraband Trade

with the Tnhabitants of that Country. Here in Bri- .

taip we find there are hardly any Goods 7u# in upon
us but Brandies and Teas 3 and the Reafon wh tl?er'e
are 'fuch Quantities of thefe two 'Commodities};m'in/
upon us, is becaufe the Smuggler, when he gets clear
off, makes at leaft one Cent. and fometimes zwo Cent’sl'

| per Cent. by his Trade. With refpec to other Goods,

t}l;o’ there are many. foreign - Commodities that pay
2 ‘olv_e ‘14 per Cent. Duty, yet wefind there is feldom

I never any Attempt to 7u# any of them, unlefs it be
fome very fine Goods which are eéafily conveyed: a-

ﬂﬁore, and- eafily concealed; and it is obfervable,
that . coarfe Linnens are feldom or never attén]ptéd't(;

e RS AT T T e

any great Advantage, tho’ no Part of the Duties
thould be drawn back upon Exportation; and as I j§ i itai i

drawn back upon - Exp 5 3 ,Sevru.n 1into Britain, tho’ it muft be granted, that the

unning of them into Britain is as eafy, may more . |

have fhewed, that foreign Linnens could not advance |
‘above eight pev -Cent. in their Price,: tho’ the prefent @ eaf; ) ,
aghd oF e AT it Y ! v, than the , ; ; o
Bt koo, o i om | Bt e s et
gle{ ‘would alllyva‘ysl, bq 2 g{rc:athoferv; -for- hg mu { Coafts, in order to take the proper O O'rUP(}H our
el cheaper than the fair Trader, and muft be 3t % & sunuing, than to hover upon tlp"C PPEE’ renity - for
much greater Charge; becaufe fuch a ,’Iradcfl,lm‘[: ¥ our Plantations, cfpeciall}gouf lng‘gaia ]]s]&oganymczf B
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(78 |
tho? it muft likewife be granted, that if all our Drawe
- backs upon the Exportation of foreign Linnens Were
abolifhed; there could then be no greater. T emptation
for 7usming them into our Plantations, than there is

now: fubfifting . for runming them into Greas-Britain

and- Treland. .« - oo o
" This Objection, therefore, can be of no weight with |
--any Gentleman who does not frighten himfelf with
Chimera’s and imaginary Confequences. It was as
ftrongly urged againft taking off. the Drawbacks,
formerly payable upon the Exportation of forsign Sail-
Cloth, as it is now again

"The: clandeftine Importation of foreign Sail-Clath into

z{ll'i-bu‘r,iPlantations,1was.then<rcpre‘fented as the cer- |
king off the Drawbacks, and §

tain.:Confequence of ta
was certainly in that Ca
as it is in the prefent.

{e as. muich to be apprehended,
Neverthelefs, thefe Drawbacks

were ‘taken off 3 and tho® it is.now very riear. fever.

Years fince thefe Drawbacks were taken off,- yer we
have never heard the leaft Complaint of  the “clande-
fine Importation of foreign Sail-Cloth into any of our
Plantations. - On the contrary, I am convinced, there
s as little of 'that Commodity . 7#z- into our. Planta-
tions, as of “any Commodiry whatfoever; and yet
there is now as great a Temptation for yunning foreign
- $ail-Cloth into our Plantations, as there would be for
running foreign Linnens, _‘
were difallowed upon the latter, as fully- as- they have
“been upon the former 3 becaufe the Charges of pafiing
~ them through Britain are equal, and the Duties upon
. foreign Sail-Cloth are rather higher, in proportion tq
“their Value, than the Duties upon foreign Linnens. ~
- The third Objetion of ‘a domeftick Nature,
relates to our Plantations only, is, That if we thould
“take off all the Drawbacks upon foreign Linnens ex-
orted to be confumed in our - Plantations, it would
oblige moft of ' them, or at leaft would. very much

“encourage them to fetup Limnen Magufaftures of. theit

ft taking off the Drawbacks, i
ayable - upon the Exportation “of - foreign ~Linnens.

.even' fuppofe the Drawbacks

which |

£ |

Encouragement, fay they,

leaft 10/, a Year, which is above 64,

I C77y |
;?va?c 1, or, dfay th_elge Clz’rentlem'en‘, as our prefent Duties
which are drawn back wpon Exportation an “
which are draw - Bxportation amount a
l\eaﬁl ct10b15 per-Gent. the taking off thefe -Drawba“ck';
:z;(]?u d i fe the fame with giving ‘our Plantations a Pre=
m élm Of 15 per Ccfm’. upon all Linnens manufaCured
and confumed among themifelves; and what  oreater
e 2 R 5 '
i _ fay can any Country defire fo
_fcfttln}g up alnd carrying on any fort of Ma‘anaé’curé >
- L have already thewn, that if the Drawbacks were

taken off; it would not raife the Price of* Linnens above

g {?er." Cll']eizl ih» our Plantations, and that in all Proba-
L Lz) cl)ty-.tT 1s Advance inthe Price would ot continue
\bove Twwo or Three Yearss but if it fhould ‘continue

for a longer Time, it would not be fuch' an Encoy-

;age;t_ncnt?ag»’could ‘enable any one of our Plautations
_{Oe?tval usl;fx’n 1’!1? ‘»Lz(zvne;z Manufatture ;- for with re-
pect to them,  we may be faid to be in pofleffion of

that Manufacture, and by the Difficulties we have mer

with here at home in the fetting up ai ' |

7Ith ere at home 1n the fetting up and carrying on of -

%]:;;R?:%f?‘&m’i we t‘lnay be convinced, ‘thgt éngt pc?;f
7t - equal tothe Advantage a Nation has b

:3;1;1% ;{;thjglpoﬁ“f;fﬁon of any ManufaGure, Beﬁd?Sy

in-all -our Plantations, they have many - 195 of em.

] i ons, ] ways of em-
gloyxlng’theblr Hands,\ by which the M};ﬂery-dr 8&
berta <er, may »ma/ke.a greater Profit, than he can do
V)lr] employxgg.thex.n’ 10 the Linsen Manufacture 5 and
vhatever the Publick Advantage may be, it is C;ftaiﬁ

- that private Men - will employ - themfelves,  and all -

tile' HandS'ithC‘Yr--ha'\‘re in their power,
2371 can make the greateft Profit: At the Prices our
dinnéns aré now fold in Britain and. [reland.  con
innens -are g a1 Britain and: Treland,
Egmmgpd spmne’rs ‘canriot,” ‘ofie - with another, eg:*];
M zrfirQQ'. al ,_I;)a‘y“ga(;h', both for themfelves and their -
‘alters 5 whereas our Plantérs reckon *they'make at
Labour - even. aDa by the
thei)eg}gr even of every Plantatior 'vSanve‘éry’]Vegroﬁe?
o re we muft conclude, that the’ fome of oup
thei?tgr;z ngjafy now and then ‘make a little Zinnen foi
Helr own Life, by way of Amufement for their Wives
| | » - and -

in that way
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and Daughtefs; yet none of them will ever fetup a

Linnen Manufatture, in order to make a Profit by

the Sale of their Linnens, till their Hands are vaftly

inereafed, and the Price of -'l_,abour much.c‘heaper
than we ,can {fuppefe it will be in any of our Planta-

 tions for many Years, I may fay for many Age§ to

come, - .

- Indeed if We‘-/neglé& our 'bomeiManufaé'tﬁres, par-

ticularly that of the Linnen, if we refufe thofe pub-

~ lick Encouragements we may eafily give, and which

our Manufaurers think they have -a Right to, Fh:
Humour, which is already too much in vogue among

‘the Poor in Ireland, of tranfporting themfelves to the

tati ill become general all over Britain as
gi‘fﬁ?%ﬁimﬁi y in'which,éafe fuch Multitudes of our
oot ‘Pe‘oprle will tranfport themfelves, thither,- that

“in a few Years the Price of Labour may _bglcgrge ,
 lower in the Plantations than in 'Britain or Ireland;

« ‘may depend on it, they will f¢c up -
;r/}in?f;n&’u:z: i nOtYOnlyp, of Linnen, -but of Woollens,
Leather, Iron, &c. which. is an Effeé&t we could not

- prevent by a prohibitory Law s for the Confequence L

Law would be, that oUr:Ma;’mfa&urers, in-
ﬁiaﬁctfarctuming home,, would all go and fettle in

the Frerich Plantations at Canada and Miffiffipi, who. |

receiv i 1 d allow them

Id receive them with open Arms, and a w
‘:Z)O‘clarr}r' on any Manufactures they had a mind.~
" Thefe. I think, Sir, are all the material: Objeltions

have any where met with againft our taking off the

' ) ' e ' d. to our
backs ' upon foreign Linnens exported. to
]Iggsizazians or pSettlemcntS beyond Sea.'f ,ﬁi\igilnezhlegl}:{i ]
le?t‘ﬁiu{ogeﬁmfg.yo& to recolle&,the\ great Incroach- |
| ":tvlérits that have been of late Years made upon our

; t only fupply
; Moanufattures.  'The f'ren.c/.a not only |
f&leeotzlﬂfzilzvés,abu{ fend large P\uifmmllesf hto ?‘egiizizzs z{)r:]cli:
Turkey s the Pruffians not only {upply theml , bt
gzgke{arge-',@antities to Ruj_]z‘a,;and feveral ‘Parts n

the § =

(795

the North of Germany s the Danes, as 1 have already
mentioned, are taking all the Meafures they can think

of for fetting up Woollen ManufaSFures ; and even in

Flanders, from whence we got our Woollen Many-
faétyres, fince that Country came into the Hands of -

the Emperor, they have been; and are ftill at vaft
pains to re-eftablith their #oo/len Manufattures; for

we had an Account in our News Papers of laft Month, |

that the Government there have refolved to cloath

their -Army with the #oollen Manufactires of their -
{ "own Country only ¥, All thefe Nations formerly
made ufe of very little elfe but the Woollen Manufac-
tures of England ; therefore the Confumption of our
Woollen Manufattyres in Afia and Europe muft cer~

tainly have decreafed within thefe forty or fifty Years.
This Decreafe is felt in many Parts of the Kingdom,
and would have been much more feverely felt, if it
had not 'been for the Increafe of our Plantations
“abroad, and our Linnen Manufactures at home, We
have therefore great Reafon to take every Meafure we
can think of for encouraging home Manufatures . of
every kind; and for that purpofe to render all Mate-
rials fit for Manufaéture, and all Things neceffary, and
convenient for the Support of Life, as cheap'and eafy

as poffible 5 for it is by high Duties upon fuch Things -

‘only, that the Trade of any Country-can be undone.
No Country was ever undone by laying Duties upon

A foreign Manufaltures for the Encouragement of their

own 5 efpecially when thofe Duties are all drawn back:

upon Exportation to any foreign Country. . Venice

and Genoa, *tis well known, owed their Riin. chiefly -

to the People of Poftzzgal’s falling into the Method of
Zndies; by which means they furnithed all Exrope with
thofe Perfian and Eaft-India. Goods, which before
came into Turkey by Caravans, and from thence were

| brought into Europe by the Penetians and Genoefe.

M See the St. Fames's Evening-Pof of Saturday, March 11..

This
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This Ruir 7 ‘perhaps have accelerated by high

Eﬁ:?elsimguihfzzvn;g rll)ot bl;_laying high Dfut}es uc%?ﬁ

dréign,‘Md}zufaqures confumed at home, for bgn] -

J;aging'the Confumpti_bnhof ]\;he; own -,fltLv;faes, Jid ggy

ing high Duties upon the Nece aries of Life, and by

;?%)vt}fcl: ?ﬁ?%ﬁaw%&cl;s upon -thofe foreigr 'Mczn-zgfz'z’c—

" sures which they tranfported to. foreign, Coun]tr.lgz.w&h
s AsT at firft propofed, I fhall now conclu

‘ ' es the Nation ma
obferving a few of thofe Advantages the N y

' ; : our Linnen Ma-
_reap by a proper Encouragement of

Ire aken notice that by ma- -
1ffure. - 1 have -already. taken notice t kb |
z?le&zr.ing at bome the whole 32 Millions of Yards of

Linnen we now take from abroad yearly, we fhould

r i induftrious Peo-
: ,000 to the Number of our induitri 0-
acll? : 3’??1% this additional Number of induftrious ?\L/}b
Peét.s would confume of our #Waolien and Leather i'all-
{iufa&ur‘eS yearly to the Amount gf ~ 504,@2;)0'111_1 ;’vtlg; ;
' i : eater Vi
I believe will appear to be a much ggebmh atoe Can
we now export yearly to Germany of | thefe fors
: : his Advantage that it-Is
O e s £ cign Nation can take from
Confumption which no foreign ation can taice om
ither by the Encouragement of their own, or the
l]??oﬁi&éon%f our Woollen or Leather Manufatures.

this it1 imption of our
B | efides this additional Confumption o ‘
| ?W‘};j;le; ﬁ;nd Leather Manufactures, they would-co}r}x,e |
| fume ye,ariy of the Produce of our IT.ands, to t

~ 1 y would add yearly
f 766,500 1. and that they would a ; /
ﬁn;:;;{l t:105’057000251. ‘to the Produce of oqulA’ubchk’Reﬁ
wemue. Be{a&gﬂ,sgvina
hefe Advantages, it would be a vait Sav bg
% gf??giédiilearly 5 fgrvt’hefe 92 Millions of Yards

of Linnen coft the Nation yearly, as fome cdmpt’{t_ei ] Quantity of Zinnes, and the Increafe thereby occafi:
2 Millions of Pounds Sterling, at a Medium; but 1 |

~ fhall fuppofe they coft: us but 1,600,000/ at a Me-

' . - - . '. -ie
dium, which is at the Rate of 2 S/azll_zng»a ~Yard}}c‘>lxa_
with ;nothéi‘. - This, I am fure, is theleaft- we can va:

lue them at, efpecially confidering, that-great ‘Quan-

: y coni S5 .
tities of the foreign Linnens imported are brought 1

here

. BT e LD A e s |
ther in- foreign Bottoms, configned utoffovre,zgn Fa&

:
|
i
E

- t0 our _Riches,

¢ 81)

here (fome of whom return to thei own Country with -

great Fortunes acquired at Zondon) and fold by them
for.the Benefit of the foreign Merchant., - Now this
. faving of 1,600,000/, yearly, muft add fo much every
Year to our National Stock of Gold and
muft prevent, fo much Gold and Silver going out of
the Nation yearly; fo that it muft either add greatly

or prevent our impending Deftruc-
tion, - : - : ;

But the Advantages the Nation would reap by the

I Improvement of our Linnen Manufaiture _wo‘u’Id,i- not

e

)

probably ftop at oar being able to fupply ourfelves |
only, with Linnens,. As Linnen is a Commodity of
univerfal Ufe, we fHould in all probability begin to
{erve other Countries with Linnen, el pecially thofe of
~a more Southern Climate 5 .and thofe-Wars and Coni-
motions which all Countries upon the Continent are
more fubjeét to than we are 1n this Ifland, might give
us an. Opportunity of furnithing fome of thofe Coun-
tries wich Linnen, which have for many Years drawn
great Sums from Britain annually for that very Com-
modity. The Advantages we. might teap by fuch
a farcher. Improvement, are. without any affignable
Bounds ; but if we thould only fucceed fo fary as to be-
able to export yearly a Quantity of Linnen equal in
Value to that now imported, it would deuble every
one of the Advantages | have mentioned. .
Another Advantage is, that our furnifhing - our-

| felvesonly with Linnens of our own ManufaGure would
vaftly diminifh- the Poor’s Rates all over Britain and

Ireland; for by the ‘manufaturing of fuch a great

bned in Farming;

and in the W oollen and every other
Manufacture, ‘

all- our Poor would be employéd 3 and

35 both old and young may be.able to earn their daily
| Bread by working in {ome Part of the Zinnen Muasin.-

faéture, none of ow Poor could ever become sburthen-

forrie to. the Parifh they belonged' to,- except the Siek
| B ’ and

Silver, or it
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a'n'dAWov;anded,‘ ahd' Children under eight or ten Years

of Age. By this, Sir, you muft fee that the Number
: o> 2 2 ;

] tity in every Parith would

Objeéts of Charity in every Fariin Wo
| gg gg?’cfl);rdinajiniﬂlcd ; and thg N?m%@'pcgg :tho;'? }i}ég
5 le to contribute towards the Suppor fuch
?gifeaé?sewguld be increafed 3 therefo're if this Rei,;;?g
tiorji for the Improvement of our Linneén Maiigfge st
fhould be difagreéd to, I muft think 1t would ,

Juftice to retaliate upon thofe who oppofe it, by

maki inta ‘who, for Want of
making them maintain all thgi’oze E}roperIO[Zjeé}s
f Charity in any Parith either of Britain or freian :
- Of %Z;:Yslir,' a?‘,e a few of the Advantages the Na-

a it
tion may reap by a
Linnen Manufatture ;
-{[}‘::\;vﬁf]n wemr?n{y ende’avour to reap by meal}s. ofotig.c_,
TRCO'lﬂzlt.lOn propofed, without thereby eo}igzgnégmn_ch

; D ) \ k N -
: er of {uffering 1n any ranch
gjfl VgilfoTtngieD angfhefe arc'Ac‘ijvantages gfdfongg;; Ja
' : “am fur ill be regarded by you,
pature, that I am fure they wi e re e o Dro”
and by every Man who hasa Con o e iow
{perity of. his Country or the Fappinets of s €32 |
2351!;;?2%(3), and I 'muft earneftly recommend to you,
Sir, and to every Gentleman who
be in your Station, to confider,

this, and of every Country,
Every one knows that

‘People.

- fatture.

% will allay that Spirit which has
{o much toythc Benefit of the Nation;

for by the late

- proper Improvement of -our |
1;rrldptk‘xey are -fuch as, T have

has the Honour to |

that the People of |

are” much gover,ne;1 1;‘/_ i

: irit or Humour of the §

what may be called the Spirit :)nr m aL:]‘y Parts bpt}}iﬂ_

itain : -re is at prefent a very high |

tain and freland, there 1s at preient e ery Mgh |

gf ijxg'i?tngzvards the Improvement of the Lzmﬂf‘%z':r?d

o This laudable Spirit has lb’een kr:; :ea:‘ -

R by feveral worthy Gentlemen at a Veiy f
‘?:Z'::: ‘(;ri‘irgxte %kpence + 1f thefe (gegt%)emei% %3;1};;2
great private BXpEne onded by the Publick,|
“generous Endeavours are not fc;(;rsl led ¢ g{y N viomiel

fs : nnens, Ve |
Trcreafe of our home Manufadtute of Linnens,

of B s above 10
‘have reduced the Price of foreign Linneis aB0VE |

‘ Z;erg
. {

‘the - Linzien Mannfatture of Scotland, we

{
H
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per Cent. within thefé eight or ‘niné - Years, which is 4
faving to the Nation of at leaft 160,000/ yearly. This *

| 'is an Advantage we niow enjoy but if by our deny-

Ing to grant any publick Encouragement for our Liy-

nen Manufacture, the Spirit which now prevails thould

be ftiffled, we fhall probably run retrogade 5 our bome
Manufaéture of Linnen will decreafe inflead of in-
creafing, and as our home Manufalture decreafes, the
Price of foreign Linnens will be raifed upon us, by

- which means we fhall not only. import greater Quanti-
ties yearly, but fhall alfo be oblig?d to pay dearer for
what we import 5 therefore I hope no Member of the
Bririfp Legiflature will allow himfelf to be frightned
by vain Fears and imaginary Dangers from complying

- with that which I have thewn to be extremely proper,
if not abfolutely neceflary, for encouraging the Ma-

nufa&tures, and increafing the Riches hnd Power of
»hiS*Country_. . >, |

- Toconclude,. Sir, as this is a new Regulation which
greatly concerns the Trade and Profperity of . thefe
Kingdoms, many of the Members may, perhaps, be
for delaying to_do any thing effe€tual in it till nexg
Seffion, that they may have time to inquire into and
confider the Sentiments of their refpective. Conftituehts,
This I am {o far from difapproving, that I with it
were always the Cafe: I with it were eftablifh’d as
an unalterable” Parliamentary  Maxim, 7%af no new
Zax or Regulation Should be agreed to the Jame Seffion
it is propofed, - . o |

~ The Propofition now made to you tends, in my

| Opinion, fo evidently to the Encouragement of our

Liunes Manunfacture, and is fo free from any folid

Objection, that I am convinced it can no way fuffer

by a mature Deliberation ; and from ‘what his Majefty
did in the very firft Year of his Reign, in favour of
may be af-
- fured
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