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% Was obliged with your’s of . the
£ §§7 ! _’ég% ‘goth paft, and fend you:in. com-

® pliance with your. requeft, my
3,15/ Thoughts, in this publick ‘man- R
- GRSTEA® . per in Anfwer : and though Tam
. perfuiaded, that yourfelf, and thofe other Gen-
- tlemen - who attended  the Committee, came
. into the Refolution which was the foundation
~.of bringing in this Bill, from a perfect Con-

| viGion, ¢ That the opening of a.'T rade:to

and
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« and from Perfia through Rufia, will be a
« great’ Advantage to this Kingdom, and

¢ particularly in promoting the Confumption

« of the ~Woollen Manufaétures thereof. ™
“Yet I cannot, from any thing that appears to
- me, bring myfelfto be of thisOpinion : On the

contrary, I am fully convinced, that the open-
ing of thisTrade, will be fo far from promo-
ting theConfumption of the Woollen Manu-
faGtures of this Kingdom,that it will be a very
great Difcouragement to the Exportation of
them to.thofe Countries to which they are now
exported; “and this, without making the

~Nation in any dégree Amends, by the Ex-

portation of its Woollen Manufactures to
Perfia through Ruffia. ”

- This I conceive myfelf fully warranted in

faying, from Papers which I had put into -
" iny Hands near two Months ago, and have
been fince laid before your Houfe ; for befides
it’s appearing that fome Paflages in the Paper
‘B, are contrary to other Paflages in it, it alfo
-appears by every one of thefe Papers, ¢ that this

“‘Trade will ‘at all Times be at the Pleafure
of Two very great Powers, both at a very

~¢¢. great Diftance from this Kingdom. That

. €¢

‘the Privileges and Regulations declared in
PaperA, neceflary for carryingit on, are not

-« obtained from the Government of Ruffia;
- <and alfoby Paper B, that the Duties to be
¢ paid in Perfia are not fettled; and that the

o . ¢ opening -

—
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« opening this Trade will be the Lofs of the
<« Exportation of the Tin, Lead, theWoollen,
¢« and other the Manufaltures of this King-
« dom to Turkey, and occafion a large Im-

« portation of Perfia Raw-Silk into this King-

<« dom purchafed only: with Money.” =

~This appeared to me on firft reading thefé |

Papers, and immediately brought into my
Mind an Obfervation made many Years ago,

< That the Councils of a Country are always
<« inquifitive after Truth, but, to hide it

« from them, and to perplex Things which
¢¢ have Relation| to Trade,- is the Intereft of
¢ {o many, th‘at,\ in the greateft Deliberations,

« wife Men are often mifled by fuch as in

¢ all their' A&ings confult ‘more. their -pri-

"« yate Profit than the Publick Welfare.”

I am perfuaded, not any one of the. Gen-

- tlemen, who appeared before the Committee; .

confult more their private - Profit- than the

Publick Welfare' on this Occafion, no not
“even either of the Two Gentlemen whofe

Partners in Peterfburgh write to them to en-
courage their Principals, to fend fo large Car-

oes as to the Amount, the one of 25,000/
and the other of 10,000 /. proper forthe Per-

| _fian Market; but this I cannot perfuade myfelf,

with regard to thofe Perfons, who prepared the

two Papers marked A and B, which were put -
" into the Hands of Mt Finch, his Majefty’s Mi-

nifter ‘at the Court of Ruffia, and by him
SR A2 tranf=
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tranfmltted to one of -his Majefty’s Principal
Secietaries of State : For if ever, there. was :a
‘Paper calculated to mlﬂead and plepared
with a View to prlvate Proﬁt more; than the
- Puablick Welfare, or ever had the Marks of a
Rdotgantxc Performance it is the Paper mark—
€ o
This clearly appears to me from a Num-
ber of Paflages in it, fome of ‘which. i in the
Courfe of this Letter I thall take, the Liber-
ty of laymg before you ;' and, had the Lords
for T'rade and Plantations feen Paper Bin the
Light in which it appearsto me, I am very.con-
fident their. Lordfhips would not, have made
any Report upon this.and the other Papers re-
ferred to them,. Wzthout havxmF been firft at-
tended by the pringipal | “Traders to the Le-
vant, as well as the principal Traders to Ruf-
Sa, Who it is probable might have as ftrongly
declared to their Lordfhips, “ That the great
* and many, Difadvantages, which would ac-
‘crue; to this Kingdom, by this new Chan-
nel of Trade, ~appeared to them {o mani-

(‘

(C

“ feft, that they ‘humbly conceived the Pro- -

. pofal de{erved the utmoft Attention, be-
¢ fore it was pelmxtted to be camed mto €x-
““ ecution.” :, . :

1f their Lordfhxps who are Supermten-
dants of the Tradeof thls ngdom and who
by their. Commiffion,  are reqmred to.in-
8¢, form themfelves relatmg to its Trade,. and

¢ the |

5)

< the promotmg and encouragmg thereof 5
¢ and particularly direGted to fend for Per-
-4 fons for their better Information in any
-~“ ‘Matters under their Conﬁderanon s7—had
taken a Step, which "appears to tme {0 necef-
~fary to have: been takén on fo important an

Article of Commerce,~I: cannot. help think-
ing, but that both yourfelf and.other Gentle-

“men would have been much better, thanyoa

have yet been, informed of the Advantages or
leadvantages which may.attend Great Bri-
tain from this new Channel of ‘Trade. ~And
T'am in your Judgment, whether the Lords

~ of Trade themfelves, by having heard all other

the Parties concerned ‘befides the Partxes on- |

Ay, 1mmediately mtereﬂed ‘would not have
~had .2 much ‘better Foundatlon for -repre-

fenting to his Majefty, * That it appeared to

-t them, that the Scheme for opening a new

% Branch..of Trade to Perfia through
*%:Ruffie may bé  very beneficial, and- may
¢ deferve. his: Majefty’s Royal Protection.”.
- The Lords. of Trade, in their Report to
hxs Majefty, are pleafed to call Captain Eltor’s
Scheme - for opening this: Trade “a new
«_Branch of Trade to Perfia;” whxch I take

it their Lordfhips were. mduced to from feve-

ral Paffages in Paper B, ‘particularly a Paflage
runmng in. thefe Words. It {feems to ap-

¢ pear from what hath been above obferved,
€ that the T rade that may be fo eafily car-
-, - “ ried




(6)
<< ried' on 7n futuro from Landon to Mefched and
¢the Bucharias, would be an entirely new
¢ Bragch of Trade, and may fhortly become
< a moft important one; - that it may. be en-
¢ tered on'by the Britifh -Ruffian Merchants
< with the greateftProfpect of Advantage, and
¢ may be vaftly extended ; and that thisT'rade
. they can never be fupplanted in, fo long
<¢ as they can fecure a Paffage for thelr Goods
¢ through the Empite of Ruffia, and a Free-
“¢~dom of  Navigation on the Cafpian, both
« which it will'ever be the Intereft of the

- ¢ Sovereign. of Rzg/’ iz to: grant the Brzz‘z//o
“¢ Sub_]eé’cs" e

I doubt not er but you wxll be pleafed'
 to obferve, that all the Advantages fo firongly -

palnted to'attend  the Nation by the open-

ing of - a Trade to- PC’?_’fcl ‘through Ruffia, .
‘will entirely- depend - on ‘a fecure Paflage .

through  the Empire of “Rufiz, and ' the
Freedom of 'Navigation on-the Cajlbmn Sea;

Channel of Trade to Perfia; yet, that it
will not “be a new Branch of Trade to that
“Empire; will appear, befides many others,
from the following Paragraphs in the Report
of the Lords of Trade, and Paper'B. viz.

¢ That Captain- Eltor's Papers contain a
“ Propofal to the Ruffia Company for fupply-
< mg Me fcbez/ the prefent Capital of Perfa,
“ and

B

€

——and - though this ‘may be a new
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« and the Countries adjacent, with all Sorts

‘¢« of Woollen Goods, to a far greater Degree

¢« and at much- eafier Rates than they are
¢ now carried there, and for vefting our Re-
« tarns  to .Great ‘Britain in the. beft Raw

« Silks, and other Commodities. produced in

¢ thofe Countries, near 5o per Cent. cheaper
¢ than at prefent by the Way" of Turkey.
© ¢« That the Charge of bringing Raw Silk

¢t from Perfia to Pete;jburgb will be very in-
¢ confiderable, in ‘proportion - to the Land-

<¢ Carriage from G#lan in Perfia to Aleppo
"« or Smyrna, the only two Ports i in T urkey
« for Exportation to England. :
<« That the Sophy of Perfia, from an In-
¢ clination to diftrefs the Tarks, his natural
<« Epemies, and to favour the Rzﬂz’czm, may
¢¢ poflibly. prohxblt all ‘Trade into Turkey,
_provided he can have a fuﬁ1c1ent Demand |
« for his Silk through Ruffia.
-« That the Perfians who have a fettled
“Averfion for the Turks, are too well in-
formed of the Advantage the Turkifb Em=
ire derives from being the principal Mar-
ket for Perf an Silks, and this is what they
< have been endeavouring to prevent for up-
3 ‘wards of an Hundred Years paft. They
are likewife well apprized,: that the only
¢ Way to facceed in this Defign is to encou-
¢ rage the Britifh Merchants to come and -
¢ fettle in Gzlcm, by which Means they hope,
S
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¢ in Time, to divert thé Channel of Trade

¢ for GilanSilks, which now runs through

¢ the Turkifb Dominions, and make it curz
¢ rent through the Empire of Ruffa. . Could
“ this be once effected, it would not only be
¢ a fingular-Advantage both to the Emipires

-« of Ruffiz and Perfia, with regaid to their

¢ Trade; but it would not fail of confidera-

“ bly diftrefling the Turt, who is the com-

¢ mon Enemy of both thofe Empires, "'

.« That if the Turks and:,ﬂd‘kz‘/b Armeni-

< ans thallbe continued to be denied the Ex:

“ portation -of Gilan Silks by the Way of
< Turkey, or be obliged to purchafe them
¢ upon fuch-unequal Terms, we cari hope

¢« for little or no'Silk from the Turkey Com-
<< pany, or elfe they can’t afford to fell what
< they import into Great Britain but at 'a
¢ very. extravagant ‘Price, fWhiéh’fl is 'a Cir-
¢ cumftance which ought to have its W ei’ght’l,' o

< thould the Britifb Ruffia Merchants meet

¢ with any Oppofition on their importing
< Perfia Silk ' into Great Britain, from ei-

«¢ ther. the Turkey or any other Company.™ -

~ Thefe are Proofs produced by the Ruffiz

“Traders' themfelves, that the opening of a
~ Trade to and from Y‘Pe;ﬁa”vthroxigh'f ‘Ruffia,
‘will not. give a new Branch of Tradeé to this
Kingdom, but will only take away from ‘it

the whole, “or a Share of ‘that Traffic which
is now carried on by the Turkey Merchants
. s » to

, (9) =
t6 the Dominions - of the Grand Seigniof, in’
order to throw- it into the Hands of the Sub-
jects of Ruffia, to which Courtry the :Ba-
lance of Trade is: fo: greatly againft Grear:

Britain at this Time~——This is what the

the R#ffia ‘Traders, nay even the Rufflan Go-
vernment, have been many Years labouring to
bring about by a Repeal, in theit “Favour, of
the Claufe in the A& of Navigation, wheres
by ‘all Perfian Commodities are . prohibited
from being imported by the Way of Ruffia s
and which, - if the Bill now depending it
your Houfe {hould pafs-into a Law, the»%{izﬁ

Jia Merchants will be enabled-to do, to thé
“gréat Advantage of the Rufflan Goveérnment

indeed, but to the gredt Prejudice of the Tur-

 key Herchants, who have for a long Courfe
of Years imported Perfia Raw Silk from the

“Grand Seignior’s Dominions,-and to which, if
T am not mif-informed; the Turkey Mercharits
‘havé carried on their Commerce in the mioft
advantageous Manner for this Kingdom, by

the purchafing not enly Perfia Silk, but all

‘other the Commodities they import’ from

“Turkey, entirely with the Produ@ and Wool- -

‘len ManufaGures of Great Britain.

- Itis 2 true Remark, which ['have fome-

‘where “me¢ with,  That what  has beeh

“ tryed and found a wholefome Dyet for the

¢ Body Politic, fhould be kept to, and not
“ < lightly altered :” And, as this holds in no-
| S B thing
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th'ing “more. ftr‘,luly' than in all Méafures - con-

cerning: Trade, I am not without Appre-

henfions, that the altering the prefent Chan-

nel of Trade to Perfia through Turkey, and
turning it _thro,ugh. Ruffia, will inevitably '

bring fuch Inconveniencies on the Brizifb

‘Commerce tothe Dominions of :the Grand
Seignigr, as arc not eafily to be forefeen,

- and may be impoffible to be retrieved.

. For, Sir, if Permiffion be given by this

Bill of importing Perfia Raw Silk from Pe-

terfburgh, it muft, fuppofing the carrying on

a Trade to and from Perfia through Ruffia,
to be o eafy and cheap as is reprefented by
the Ruffia Traders, neceflarily put a ftop to
the Turkey Merchants having any Perfian

Silk in that Tra& of Trade, by which it has
- been imported into this Kingdom for fuch
'a Number of Years paft ;-confequently alfo
" to their felling any Cloth for the Pez/fian Mar-

ket, and will certainly occafion not only. the
Lofs of this Branch of Trade, but all other

‘Branches to the Dominions of the Grand Seig-

niory who, it cannot be fuppofed, will continue

- to countenance and encourage the Trade of a

Nation with his Subjeéts, who have been the

‘means of turning fo advantageous a Com-
~.merce to his ‘Government into another Chan-
{_n‘elu . o ‘ ' o SRR S .

This

| (11) |

- *This, Sir, I conceive a Matter very ‘well

deferving the Confideration -of yourfelf, and

other Gentlemen, before the paffing the Bill,

now depending in your Houfe; which, asI

am very fure, will not be: for the Intereft of
the Nation to have pafs into a Law, fo I

‘cannot fee why the Ruffian Traders fhould
follicit its paffing; if what you tell me be -
true, viz. “ That the Woollen,. and -other -

<« the Manufactures. of this Kingdom, may
< be fent through Ruffia to Perfia, and there

-

¢

-~

<« Money: And that, by reafon of the low
<« Rate ‘of Carriage through Ruffa, thefe
<« Manufaures can be afforded much cheap-
¢ er than thofe- carried through Turkey.”
For it muft certainly. be ‘more convenient
for the Traders .to Ruffia, to whom there

"is fo great a Balance in Dif-favour of Great

Britain, that the Return for the Goods fent
to Perfia thould be in Gold Ducats, ‘and :0-
ther Species .of Money which pafs .in the
Dominions ‘of Ruffia, rather than in Raw
Silk, or in any other Commodities. How-
“ever, if the Ryffic’ Traders will not allow
that this will be equally for their Intereft, I

-.am fure they will not difpute its being more

for the Intereft of Great Britain, and that
‘many National Advantages will arife from
it. Firft, The Woollen, and.other the. Ma-
. B2 . _ nufaCures

{old  for Gold Ducats, and other Species of |
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“nufaGures of :this fKingddxﬂ- will:be fent to

FPerfid; and the Returns of them go-in-Aid.
of . paying ‘Debts, contracted for the Com-
“modities of Ryffie, which otherwife Money
muft be fent to anfwer; or, which is equal;

Bills of- ’EEXChange ~drawn payable in.other
Countries. - Secondly, It -will not  occafion

. the:Lofs. of the Trade which is carried on -

- through Turkey to Perfia” with Cloth; fince

Perfig- Silk  would : continue :to “be ex-
‘changed for it," in the fame Manner as it has

been for fo long a Courfe of Years ; therefore
if . this'Bill pafs into a Law, I fhall be con:
firmed .in -my Apprehenfions; of the many
ill ‘Confequences, which will attend . the Na-

tion ‘from the - Liberty -of importing ‘Perfia

- Raw Silk from Ryffia.. -~ = o0
-1 .own, -8ir,  T'am perfe@ly at a lofs for

any - one Inftance, that Trade ever returned
- toany. Country, when by Errors and falfe -

‘Steps it was once loft ; and I am very. fure,
“you will forgive me.in" troubling you with,

“and réecommending to your Confideration, on. -
~this Occafion, a Paffage in Mr Locke's Pieces

on Money, Trade,: &¢. which runs in thefe

‘Wortds: ““ When Trade is once loft, “twill
#¢ be too late by a mif-timed Care, eafily to

:¢¢ retrieve itagain 3 for the Currents of Trade,

% Jike thofe of Waters, ~ make - themfelves

B o)

¥

. Channels, .out : of - which, :they are after-

% wards as hard to be diverted, as Rivers

¢ that
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« that have worn themfelves deep  within

¢t th@if B_anks,”; R

.1 fubmit to you, S1r, Whethcrfo known

and experienced a Trade, and which hasbeen

{o very profitable, and is likely to.be lafting,
ought to be divérted from its  prefent Chan-
nel? and whether it is not the proper Bufi=

nefs of the Legiflature to preferve and ens

courage fuch ‘a Trade, and to take care 'that

. the trading Stock of the Nation be employed
~in fuch' Commerce, which- may bring a cer-

tain and known Gain to it, rather than: py
any Means divert any Part of this Stock, in
the carrying on a Trade in which the Gain

may . be uncertain ;. but if as large as what

the Proje@ors have declared  may -be expect-
ed from it, muft neceffarily be the Lofs:of

~ a Branch of Traffick, at this Time equally as
valuable to the Nation.. . .~ .~ .=
. .*But, .Sir, befides the ‘Apprehenfions ‘I

am under, that the opening of this Trade
will decreafe not only the Exportation of
the Produ& and Manufatures of this King-

‘dom to Turkey, but alfo the Importation of
~ Raw Silk, Cotton, and Mohair, from Tur-

ey : 1 likewife apprehend, when the Sub-

jecs of *Great Britain, -with their Stock,

and at the ExpenCC of the Nation, fhall

" have rendered the carrying on a Trade from
- Poterfburgh. to Perfia, both practicable and
profitable : That the . Ruffiar - Government

will
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will engrofs this Commodity of Perfiz Raw
Silk, and fet their own Price upon it, in like

Manner: as they have done upon Rhubarb,

‘which has been raifed from 15s. tonear 3/
perPound. - T

- I perfuade myfélf; ‘you will not }t‘hir:ikrth'isﬂ
‘any uncharitable Suggeftion, when ‘you fhall
recollec? what is given by the Ruffiz Traders,

to the Lords of Trade, as their: Opinion.

- That the Sophy, from an Inclination to di-

< ftrefs the Turks, his natural Enemies, and
“ to favour the Ruffians, may poflibly pro-
¢ hibit all Trade with Turkey, provided he
¢ can have a fufficient Demand for his Silk

<« through ‘Ruffia” 1 aflure you, Sir, this

Declaration, compared - with a -Paffage  in

Paper B, in which we are told ¢ that the
¢ Schachk’s principal Merchants denied -to all
<« the Turks and Armenians, which came -
¢ from Turkey, any laft Year’s Silk, unlefs

‘¢ at an, advanced Price of Twenty per Cent.

- ¢ declaring they had pofitive Orders to fell
“ no Silk, on any Account, for Turkey

<. Exportation, could they find -a' Vent for

¢ it :any other Way, or poflibly by an
<¢ other Means difpofe of it;”"— giv};s m}c:;

- very ftrong Sufpicions, -that this is a Matter,
which has not only been talked of, ‘but
- under the Confideration of the Court of
Ruffia, with thofe Perfons who prepared the

‘two Papers marked A and B, and put them

into

(15)

into the Hands of his 3Maj¢ﬁy’s Miﬂiﬁ‘.ef at

* Peterfburgh ;———and points out clearly tome,
* that ‘when the Seafon fhall’ be proper, the
Government of Ruffia will, by all poffible

Ways, prevent Perfiz Raw Silk from coming
to Great Britain by any other Channel than
through Ruffiz ; in order to the making Pe-

terfburgh the fole Mart for this Commodity.
. "This, Sir, I conceive you will agree with

me may be eafily effeGted, by fuitable En-
couragements  given by the Rufian Govern-
ment to their own Subje@s, the Armenians,
Perfians, and the SubjeGs of all other Nati-
ons, when you are informed, that Perfiz
Raw Silk is not to be purchafed at the Pla-
ees of its Growth, but with Money only,
‘the Inhabitants of which Places confuming

| very little Cloth, as being fcarce in- Cir-
- cumftances to live, much lefs to purchafe a

Commodity fold at fo high a Price in- Per-
fia ; occafioned by the Expence of bringing
it from fo diftant a Country as Great Bri-
tain; and as all Commodities are purchafed
in the Egqf with Silver, on much better
Terms than with any Thing elfe, 1. con-
ceive, that the greateft Part, if not the whole,

_of the Raw Silk, which will be brought from

Perfia to Peter[burgh will be. purchafed with
Silver ; unlefs it can be fuppofed, that the

" Ruffians, Armenians, Perfians, and the Sub-
je&ts of a}l other. .Na_tions, who have equal}y

a
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a Right, for ought that has yet appeared to
the - contrary, - with the ‘Subje@s of Great
Britain, to trade to and from Perfia through
Ruffia,—will, in- tender Regard to the Peo-

ple of this Kingdom, carry on their Traffick

‘with it's Woollen and other ‘Manufaétures,

~and at the fame Time forego {o great an

Advantage to themfelves, as between Thirty
and Forty per Cent. a Profit which the Ruffiz
Traders have owned is to be made by Per=
Sfian Silk bought with  Money at Rechr.
~—— But as it cannot be fuppofed, that
any foreign Trader will forego any fuch
confiderable Advantage in Trade, in Regard
of his'own Country, ‘much more in’ Regard

of  Great Britainy therefore it muft follow,

that the Exportation of any great Quantity

“of our'Woollen Cloth to Peterfburgh, to be.

fent to Perfia through Ruffia, in order to be.~

exthanged for the Raw Silk of Perfia, is a

Thing not ‘to be expected, much lefs to
~ be depended vpon,. -+ '

© Befides, Sir, If this Bill fhould pafs into
‘a Law, and if, at the fame Time it be true
'-thgg -the Ruffia Traders affert, « that the
¢ bringing of Raw Silk from Perfia through
“ -Ruffia to Peterfburgh is practicable, and
¢ will be much the cheapeft Way of im-

¢ porting this Commeodity into this King-
.¢¢. dom 5’. v ‘ ;
not almoft immediately, put a ftop to its be-

'y

‘it muft in a very fhort Time, if

ng

ing impofted into this Kingdom by the:
Way of Turkey, and neceflarily make the
City of Peterfburgh the only Mart in -Europe:
for  Perfian Raw Silk :-And then it may be’

(17)

~ concluded, that as any Perfon who pleafes,”

may be free of the Rufia Company for -five’
Pounds, every Silkman in London, and eve-

‘ry Weaver in the Swburbs, will purchafe his

Freedom, and import Silk from thence, as’
they now do from Piedmont, and- other

‘Parts of Ttaly; and pay for-the fame by Bill
of Exchange, in like Manner as they” now
pay for the Raw Silks they import from fuch -
Countries, which muft be fuch an ‘Addition
to the Balance of Trade with Ruffia, fo

great againf} this Nation already, that it will

be impofible for its long continuing to pay,
when it fhall have loft fo great a Branch of
its Trad8 to Turkey, with Woollen Cloth, and-
other the ManufaGures of this Kingdom, in-

Exchange for Raw Silk.

" This, Sir, is a Matter very well defervmg

the Attention of yourfelf, and every Perfon of
any Rank or Condition in this Kingdom,
who may have any Eftate in Land ; fince by

a Trade fo carried on, all the Perfian Silk
‘warted for the carrying on the Silken Ma-~-

nufaGure of this Kingdom may be imported

into it, and not one Piece of Cloth fent to
- purchafe Silk, or given in Return for- Silk =
And as this Channel of Trade is ftrongly

C | - afferted

.,,.
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et Way of coming. at Perfia Raw Silk, it | Py, the Britjb Subjects to' the Turkifh Do-
muft -,i.n_fzg;lliblyf,;‘fina‘,verY;l-i‘ttleﬂ,Tjimef x. pr.é':?ail' / ‘minions;  through, which, “as Perfia Sik
| L R ‘has been brought for a very long Courfe of

...... -

‘over, and exclude .that Channel, by which

dom, ./ .. ,

v DU R I e e e L
:But thefe are Inconveniencies that can ne-.

ver attend, the  Nation, - by continuing the

Trade for. Perfian Silk in' the Channel it is.
now -in ; -fince Perfia Silk, im pérted‘vby; the
Way. of Turkey, can only be in Return for,
‘Lead, Tin, the Woollen, and other the Ma-.

nufachires of this Kingdom, there being no.

Exchange between Great Britain, and any.
Part. of the Dominions of the :Grand Seig-.
njor.: .And it may deferve Confideration, that,

the Jurkifb Empire doth not produce Com-.
modities proper for the Briti/b Market, {offi-

cient to inveft the Produce of the Goods fent.
~ thither. T'herefore, if Perfian Silk, which has
hitherto come through Turkey, .in Re’turnﬁfo‘r“ |

‘Cloth; fhall; any Time ‘hereafter, be brro,ught:»
through ' Ryffia, the 'Traders: to. the Levant
~ will be reduced at all Events, to the Necef~

{ity - of ‘exporting: fo’ mach lefs '?‘ngth;’ a8
as was ufed to be taken in Barter for: Perfia

8ilk, - But it is. much’ to be feared, that

the. . Lofs of {o - confiderable . a . Branch
~of Trade, may be  the -Cor;fequen.c;_eﬂ'_of

lofing fome other ‘Branches now enjoyed

by

~it. has been: fo long brought into this King-

Time, great Advantages have arifen to the

'Grand Seignior, as well as his Subjects ; ‘and

thould “this Channel of Trade be diverted by
the' foleMeans of .the Legiflature of Great

Britain, from’ pafling throngh ‘the Turifb.
‘Dominions, and ‘given ' to the Reyfian’ Go-
vernment ; it is more than probable, -our -

great, and only Rivals: in the Turkey ‘Trade
will' readily lay hold of the Opportunity 6f
making Advantage of it; to the ‘Prejudice of
the Subjects of Great Britain,—Dby procuring
cither to have the Turkey Merchants prefent
Privileges curtailed, or to have: their- own

Privileges enlarged ; either of which weuld

be the entire Ruin of the whole Trade which

is now carri¢d on from this Kingdom ¢o Tui

keyo _-

“I with, Sir, thofe ' Gentlemen, who yo

 tell me fo ‘zealoudly follicit the pafling ‘this
- Bill, would be {o kind ‘as to inform yout

Houfe, how Great Britain is to be m@de
amends, or what Security the Nation is" to
bhave for the Lofs of a Trade of fuch infinité
Concern to every Man inthe Kingdom;, from

“the Prince to the -_"Pafiﬂi;Pofo'ij~; and though
T am not able; for want of Materials at this

Place, to fend 'you a Com putation, “fof a
oo T g e Mediuny
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. Medium of Years, either of late Years, or at
- any former Time, what the Nation would fuf-
fer by this Lofs of it’s Traffick to. Turkey;
yet I can pleafure you with an Obfervation

-~ madeby Mr Martin, who wasa few years ago
. Infpe@or-General of the Cuftoms ; and tho’
- the Advantages accruing to the Nation by
~the. Turkey Trade, may be computed by Mr.

Martin much higher than they really were ;

~.yet Tam perfuaded you will agree with me,

~that as well the Turkey Trade muft be a
" very . beneficial one; as that the Obfervation
Jitfelf is a very mafterly one =it runs in
“thefe Words: ¢ The laft Out-fet for Turkey
“¢ was above the Value of 700,000/ and at
< leaft Six Seventh Parts of that Value was

-« the Price given for Englifb Labour : Now

“-as the poor working People of both Sex-
¢ es, great and fmall, are annually fubfift-
<< ed for about Six Pounds a Head, at a Me-
““ dium; it is plain, that 100,000 People

< muft have been fubfifted a whole Year

by the Preparation of that Out-fet. A-
¢ gain, our Returns from Turkey are gene-
¢ rally Raw Silks, and Grogram Yarns ; and-
 that they ~may be fufficient to anfwer
< the Coft of the Out-fet, the Freight, In-
¢« furance, and -Cuftoms, the Commiflion
¢ ‘and other Charges; and, at laft; a reafo-
“ nable Profit to the Merchant, I fhould
¢¢_think, they ought to be of the Value of

o o . €¢ at
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at leaft ‘a Million and half.. Fhe next
Enquiry therefore  fhould be, . how  much

‘Labour  is beftowed apon thgfe.Rc_turns ;
¢ and for this I have had . the Curiofity to
“weigh a Pound of the ‘cheapeft manufa-

&ured Silk, which yet was of ‘three times
‘the Price that was given for it Raw, when

‘it was firft fold at the Englifb Market.

If the Returns are,. as 1 have fancied,
of the Value of One Million and. a
Half ;- and if they generally increafe to
treble their Value' by the Engli/b Manu-
facture; and if they employ as many
cheap Hands in Proportion as the Out-fet,
it would follow, that Three Millions, or
five Times 600,000 given for the: Manu-
facture of the Returns, muft employ five
Times as many People as the Out-fet. A
Turkey Fleet 1s fitted out but once every
two Years; yet even fo, upon the former

Suppofition, 360,000 People are annually

employed by that Trad.c; “and confe-
quently, by the Lofs- of it, muft be de-
prived of their annual Subfiftance, and

nance.” |

have been fighting in the Dark; for it is
‘intended by the Bill, that Care fhall be

‘taken, that all the Raw Silk imported
' from Peterfburgh, {hall be in Return for the

<« Produ&t

¢« muft come to the Parifh for a Mainte~
1 am aware it will be objected, ¢ that I

“

Vi
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¢ Product and Manufa&ures ‘of this nga :

¢ dom actually fent througthﬂa to Perfia.”
‘1-will not fay how impoffible -it will be to

frame a Law, which cin anfwer the Purport -
-intended” by it ; *how 1mpraé’c1cable it muft
“be “to carry : ﬁlch a Law into Execution; or‘

"how contraryany fuch Law will be to the Ge-
-nius of a trading People ; however fenfible I
-am, fuch Laws have pafled in the Times of

our Anceftors, and may be found in the Statute
Books, but at fuch Tlmes the Natives of |

this ' Kingdom were in a manner entlrely
‘Strangers, not - only to Traffick, but even to
Manufa@ure ; confequently not verfed in any
of the many Arts and Frauds, which have
been long practifed by fome or one of -the

Traders inall Parts of the commerc1alW01 1d.

Nor will Tin the leaft queftion’ the Sincerity
of the Ruffia Traders, conftantly refiding in
this Kingdom, in propoﬁnO‘ to have this Point
fettled by Oath'; for I am willing to believe,
that they have no other Thought az this
Time, than the carrying on their Traflick

to Pesfia through ‘Ruffia with the Produéi:

and" Manufactures of this Kingdom ;' and
that they are perfeGtly candid, not only in

the Offér of fuch Oath, but alfo in what
they ‘informed the Lords of Trade; ¢ that -
“’this Branch of Trade,” will confift prin-

¢ cipally in the Exports of Wooiien Goods

€¢

“ and Importatlon of '‘Raw Silks.”

But,

(23)
‘But, Sir, I am free to declare, that they are-
led into thls Way  of thinking from: the In-

formation they have had from thofe’ Gentle~

men, ‘who were the Framers of Paper B, and
by contemplatmg this moft extraordmary Per-
formance, and giving too eafy Credit to: the
many remarkablc Paflages: in it, fuch s,

Firft, . That pot only the’ fervmg the Ca-
“ pltal Cxty of Perfia, with Woollen Goods:
< and European Commodities,. is the princis’
«- pal Motive that fhould determine the Bri--
¢ %ifh Merchants to . eftablifh the principal
<« Mart at Mefched, but the happy Situa-
« tion of the City to fupply all the Demands:
<« of both Bucharias, the Kingdoms of Ton-
< quet, and Thibet, and thofe Tradls of
< T,and that border on them, with the many

« great and populous Cities in them ; nay,’
- ¢« eyen..the uncultivated Lands, whxch con-’

¢ tain fome Millions, of People to whom'
¢ . European Commodities are in the higheft
¢« Efteem, and on. which Side an advanta-
¢ ‘geous Trade might be almoft infinitely ex-’
¢ tended, of which Trade the Britifh Mer=
¢ chants may. poflefs themfelves whenever:
¢ they pleafe, for it only remains. for them’
o~ fend their Goods (partly by Land and’
« partly by ‘Water) to Aftracan, and fromy
¢« thence crofs the Cafpian, and fo by Land’
“ to Me efched, - Secondly, /That were it ne~
6._‘_,<;eﬁ'ary, it might be. eaﬁly proved, that at’

—.

. o;' | N , §¢ M/cbed
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« < they would fell all - their Goods for ready
Money. — Thirdly, That Mefched, ftands
' {o advantageoufly, with regard to the Pro-
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‘Mcﬁb_e(], ~and: the ‘Bucharias, Woollen
Goods :would: bear a' much better Price

‘than in' the Ruffian Empire, and greater

Profit would enfue on their Returns: For

< vinces of Gillan, Sherwan, and Arrafk,
¢ from whence. the Britifb Merchants might’
‘bring for Goods fold-at Mefched, 'in Raw
“Silk, to the amount almoft of any Sum.’
——— Fourthly, 'That, when the Britifb
‘Merchants 'come to- be acquainted - with-
the Bucharias,  and thofe Cities to the
Eaftward, they will find other Commo-’

dities there, as Gold, precious Stones,

,'Bézto‘ar, ‘Mufk, and the like, to inveft -
< their Returns in, - thould not the produce
-of the Northern Provinces of Perfia prove

fufficient. —— And, Fifthly, ‘That there

is nlo other Part of .the known World to’
¢ which it is poffible to ftrike out a new

Branch of Trade, that can in the leaft vie

~with the Advantagés this Trade. premifes
‘ both to Silk, and Woollen Manufaures’

of -Great Britain; it would create a vaft’

~additional Confumpticn of ‘our Woollen’
‘Manufa&ures, for which Returns may be

made in Gold, Raw Silk, Cotton, - fine

‘Wool, Silk-Yarn, and other manufaurd
‘Commodities.” Thefe Paffages, and the

Information

Information they have had from thofe Gentle-

men who framed Paper B, muft cértainly
have led the Rufiz Merchants to think .as
they do upon this Occafion, more efpecially.if
they are fully fatisfied of the Truth of what

is advanced in Paper B, viz. ¢ Thatih Rufia -
<

the prices of their Commodities are beat
“ down, or Rufia Merchants mdy import
< them from Great Britain themfelves, and
¢ that the Briti/b Merchants are likewife

““ obliged to give long Credit theére; which

“ not only robs them of part of their. Profit,

« but fubjeéts them annually to contra® bad

¢ Debts for no fmall Sum,” which Affertion
it appears they muft admit, by fo readily grafp-
ing at a Trade in which they are told, if they

will enter in earneft upon it, they will find

their Account more than in the Trade they
now carry on to Peterfburgh, and in which
they will fell all their Goods for ready Money.

" I believe, Sir, you muft have obferved, that
there is nothing more common in Converfa-
tion than for Gentlemen, not from any Know-
ledge in Commerce, unlefs what they have
gained by reading Books of Travels, and

Voyages, to fet forth, 'in very ftrong Terms,

the ‘many, great, and manifold Advantages,

‘awhich would accrue to Great Britain, 2y a

" Trade being carried on to fuch and fuch diftant

Countries, with the Woollen and other Manu-=

factures of this Kingdom's and, how eafily Re~
S "D

turns
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‘fenfible, that,
~ ‘and other Manufa&ures may be fent to thefe

return for them,
per for European Markets,

€

. (26)
turns may be made, in Gold, and Silver,
Sewels, and other precious Sz‘ones with C’ommo—

dities of almoﬂ all Species proper jbr European

Markets ; —— but thofe, who are conver-
fant with the Commercial World,
however eafily our Woollen

Countries, yet, when they are arrived there,
it is not fo very eafy to difpofe of them,

'~ or, even when they are fold, to procure ei-

ther Gold, Silver, or other Commodmes in
at leaft Commodities pro-
or fuch as will
anfwer the bringing to thlS ot any other
Market in - Eurgpe. —— He, who can be-

~lieve, that, by opening a Trade through

Rzgﬁa to Pe(/z}z, Great  Britain will be

- enabled to fupply “ both the Bucharias, the

“ Kingdoms of Tongues, and Thiber, and
“ thofe Tracs of Land bordering on them
“ with the ‘many great and popular Cities in
them, and the uncultivated Lands in them

¢ which contain fome Milions of People,

¢ with the Woollen ‘Manufaétures of this

“ Kingdom,” or that (thould the Traders

of this ngdom be fo weak as to fend

any great Quantities of thefe Manufactures
thlther) the Inhabitants of thefe. Countries

will be capable to pay for them either in
Gold, Silver, or- any other Commodities.

He, 1 fay, Who is capable of believing

thls

are toor
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- how feW of them wear Cloth,

(27)

’thxs, may "~ be capable of belxevmg any

thing, however fo' romantic or incredible,
and muft be but little acquainted with the
State of - Great Brzz‘am, ‘where ftill it may be
with Truth affirmed,” the body of the Inha-

bitants are not only much better fed, 'but al-
‘fo much better clodthed, than the People of

any other Country in the World, - and yet
‘cither the
beft, or even fo high as the mxddlmg Sort

or any of the Sortments of Cloth, which can

~ be afforded to be fent as Merchandnze to fuch
~diftant Countries !

' Now, if the People
of Great Britain, who are Free, and what
they  procure by their Labout can call #heir
own, are not capable. of wearing the middling
Cloth made in this Kingdom; how,

their Government are Slaves, and who have

no Property. which they can affuredly call zbeir.

‘own, can bear the Expence of wearing
Cloth fent through fuch a great Tract of
Countsy as from Great Brzmm to Pe;f 2, _and
that " too moftly by Land!

" But, Sir, if ‘great Tra&s of Country w1ll
give great Branches of Trade to a Nation, I
very much admire, that, at the fame Time
this Propofal was fent ﬁom Pez‘er:/burg/a why
angther was not fent likewife,

D2 the

s it
poﬂible to believe, that Millions of Perfons
- who from the Nature and Conftitution of

fetting’ forth’
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the great Advantages of - fupplying .with our

Woollen Manufa&tures, fo great a Tra& of
Country.as the Ryffian Empire, or that a

‘Propofal was not offered for fupplying Crim
Tartary, on its being conquered by the Ru/-
Jians ; - for as the greateft part .of the Ruffian

Dominions are much nearer to this Kingdom -

than -Perfia, fo it might be reafonably fup-

pofed, from the Money yearly. paid them by

us, and other Nations in Balance of Dealings
with ‘them, that they are equally or.more
capable of : taking off our Manufa&ures than

the Perfians, —— But as the body of the

People of Ryffia are, notwithftanding this
great Balance 1n their Favour, unable to pur-

chafe Foreign ManufaQures even for wear-

ables, by reafon of the low price of their
Labour and general Poverty ; {o, for the fame

Reafon, the Perfians, and the Inhabitants of

thofc Countries adjoining to Perfia, will be’
ever incapable of doing it.——And, indeed,

- what Traffick can be expeited, either with
- a People fo uncivilized, and fo unaccuftomed

to Labour ; or with Regions moftly inhabited
by Tartars, and Coffacks, who are continually

~preying upon each other, as well as their -
Neighbours ? Or, who can expect the People

of ‘a Country, whofe Profit by Labour is not
Four-pence a Day, can purchafe the Manufac-

- tures of a Country, whofe ‘Natives gain five
~ Timesand moré that Suma Day ? Or, that there
: ‘ ’ can -
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 of the Woollen, and other Manufactures. of
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| can be any fo confiderable a. Confdm’pti‘on of

our Manufactures, as is reprefented in Paper
B, in fuch Lands where Labour is {o vdftly
cheaper than in this Kingdom, where the
Generality of -the People are fo poor and mi-
ferable, where there are:. fo few Commodi-
ties either proper for the Markets of Eu-

rope, or. not prohibited from coming into -

Great  Britain; and where fo great a Part
of unwrought Commodities fit for fuch
Markets, are worked up, through. mere Ne-
ceffity, into - Manufactures, either - for the
common. Ufes- of  their own. People, or for
Sale to Foreigners. - Therefore, as the Con-
fumption. of - Woollen Goods in fuch “di-
ftant Countries, can only be made by the
Great Ones, and very few other of the In-

habitants, -and, as I have already obferved,

very little Part of the Cloth carried into Per-

fia through Turkey, is confumed in the Pro-

vinces where Silk.is produced ; and as it is

chiefly in the great Cities that Cloth is to be
~ feen, ‘either on the Backs of the Perfrans

themfelves,. or their Horfes; and, as the
Perfian, Armenian, and other Merchants,

who buy Cloth of the. Britifp Fa&ors in

Turkey, - fell it at the great Cities in their
Way, and before they come to the Pro-

vinces . producing Silk.— -1 am perfuaded,”

‘there. will not be any. confiderable Quantity

this
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this Kingdom, annually fent through Ruffia
‘to Perfia; but, on the contrary, that very
great Quantities of Raw Silk, and other Pes-

Sian Commodities, will be annually ‘brought.

from Perfia to Peterfburgh, and imported
from thence into this Kingdom.,
- Therefore, Sir, I conceive it may deferve

particular Attention, whether an Oath on

this Occafion,. is not too flender a Thread

- to hold thofe who may become ‘Traders,

however it may bind thofe who are already
Traders to Raffia; but it is not from either,
that my Apprehenfion is grounded, that there
will be a large Importation of ‘Perfia Raw
Silk from Ruffiz, purchafed ‘with- Money,
and not in Exchange for the Woollen and
other Manufa&ures, But, = L

Firfl, Becaufe, notwithﬁanding ‘the. méé

ny Advantages fet forth in Paper B, to
-accrue to Great Britain by the opening of
-a Trade, by the Brizifb Merchants, to and
from Perfia throngh Ruffia, there is a Paffage

in it which runs in ‘thefe Words ; ¢ The
¢ Trade acrofs the Cafpian, from London to
““ Mefched might, - in the Courfe of a few
“ Years, be made as confiderable a Branch
“ of Trade, with regard to the Confump-
““ tion of our Woollen Manufattures, as
“ any we now epjoy.” This is an Ad-
miffion, either that the Confumption of our
Woollen Cloth, will not be very confiderable

to

" i T
i
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Perfia; or that the Exportations of our
%)V()ollén Cloths are very Conﬁ{dc;rable,to Tur-f-
key if the latter, it is an Admiffion that en-
tirely makes againft the Ruffiz Company,
who fo zealoufly labour to leflen the Expor-

tation of Cloth to Turkey, which yet is the -

beft and greateft Market for this Manufatture
of any, either in Europe, Afia, Africa, or

America.

Secbindl)v’;,v Becaufe 1n the foﬁril{ ’Arﬁde of

‘the Treaty of Commerce concluded at Pefer/~

burgh, the 4th of Dec. 1734; between the

Crowns of Great Britain and Ruffiz, by

which it is agreed, ¢ That the Subjects of
¢ Gredt Brifain may import by Sea or by
« Land, into any and all the Parts of Ruffia,
¢ where the Subje@ts of any other Nation
< are allowed to come, all Sorts of Goods

¢« and: Merchandize, the Trade and Impor-

¢ tation whereof are not prohibited ;——as -
<« likewife the Merchandizes of the Produ&

« or ManufaGure of Afia, provided thé

¢ fame be not actually prohibited by any

«“ Law now in Force in Great Britain.”—
It is declared, ‘¢ That the Ruffia ‘Merchants
¢ fhall ‘enjoy the fame Liberty and Privile-

N3

e

«“ Englifl Merchants of the Ruffia Company,
¢ provided that nothing in  this Permiffion

;T
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oo ol Goods, bit alfo from Perfia through Rufie
' Thirdly, Becaufe, notwithftanding, in the with Raw-Silk. - oo
eighth Article of the faid Treaty it is égre'ed‘, | - Fufthly, Becaufe, as the Subjects of all other

i1
3
A
T
ik

< “that the Subjects of Grear Britain may im- Nations” will have equally the Liberty of tra-
« port all Sorts of Goodsand Merchandize in- ding to and from Perfia through Rufia, they
« to Ruffa, and tranfport them through Ryffie | Wil be the better enabled to rival the Brityh - i
“ into Perfia, by the fhorteft and cafieft |  Subieds in the Silk Trade, when oncepro-
« Way, paying 3 per Cent. in Rix-Dollars, o4 ||  per Carriagesand Embarkations are provided, - =
“ walprem, for the Duty and Tranfit thereof. | for the introducing the Britjfs Manufa- i
« And likewife, that they may bring all Sorts || Gures into Perfia, as the bringing of Silk .
“ of Goods and Merchandizes from Perfia | from Perfia to Peterfburgh, will ‘neceflarily '
il . ¢ and tranfport the fame through Ru/fa, up- be much eafier and fafer, o ooone i
~ *“ on paying 3 per Cent. only, in Rix-Dollars, | Sintbly, Becaufe, as the opening this Trade i«
] '« adwalorem, for the Duty and Tranfitthere. |  will, if there be any Truth in what  the ;
uo ¢ of—Yet, by the 29th Article it appears, - Ruffia Merchants affert, caufe the "Trade now
i “ that the faid Treaty is only to laft for the | carried on to Perfia through Turkey, to be
o “ Space of fifteen Years, to be éompﬁted | carried on to Perfia through Ruffiz, it muft
i < from the Day of it's being figned ; unlefs || ~ occafion not only the Decreafe of the Ex-
0« the contracting Partics fhall agree to re- | portation of Cloth to Turkey, and of Raw
i - * new or prolong it before it expires.” | Silks from Turkey; but alfo the Importation.
pewerprong Rogore it axpires T ' of preater Quantitics of Silk from Rufiein- |
‘ . Fourthly, Becaufe however, there may be a | to this Kingdom. . = . .o
Liberty granted by the faid Treaty of Com- ; ~ Therefore, Sir, for thefe Reafons, 1 can-
merce, to trade to Perfiz thro’ Ruffia ; yet there | not think that any Oath can be framed, or
isnot, at leaft to my Knowledge, any Treaty ||  any Law made by the Legiflature, that can
concluded between Great Britain and Ruffia, i affure to Great Britain, when -once - the
whereby it is fipulated, that the Subjecs of | Channel of Trade fhall be alrered, that Ms
Great Britain thall, either in Perpetuity, of | Cloth fhall be'fent to Perjia through Rufia,
~for any Number of Years, or even fo owck b and there exchanged for Raw Silk, brought
-~ as one Year, be the only Traders, not only I o Peterfburgh, and from thence imported H.
to Perfiz through Ruffz with Woollen | into this Kingdom ; or that any  Traffick W
s ; B ‘G\OOdSz .‘ n ' k | can |
- 1 ”;
i .
!




- I:fhall be extremely affected,
‘ever this happens; becaufe ‘a ‘general Inter-
-ruption, and a daily Decreafe in the Silken
- Manufacture muft, in a very fenfible man-
‘ner, affe the Woollen Cloth-manufa&ure
~of Great Britain, which has at all times,
~fince its ‘EreGion in this Kingdom, ~been

(34)

* can poffibly be carried on by the Brififb

Merchants, to and from Pezfia through Ruffia,

~which can make the Nation, in any degree,
: amends, for the#Lofs of its prefent Com-
‘merce to the Dominions of the Grand Seig-

nzor:——— And am fully convinced, ' in a

few Years after thé«opening of this Trade,

.unilcfs:G{%eqz‘ Britain contents herfelf to per-
-mit Perfian Raw 8ilk to be imported from
Peterfburgh, without infifting on fuch Silk
“being ‘the Return of its own ManufaGtures -
“carried - to  Perfia, that it's Silk' Manu-
fa&ure will be found to be generally inter-
‘rupted, and daily decreafing, el

. S ir; When—

thought the great Bafis of our Foreign

Trade, “and the firft Spring of our Deal-
~ings abroad ;' and is a ManufaGure; which,
“by -its Confumption at home, as well as Ex-
~ portation, ‘gives the greateft Employment to
“ the Poor of this Nation ; as being the Foun-
dation, in great Meafure, of the Employ-

~ ment they have had; for 'about Sevent
- Years paft in the Silken ManufaQure ; the
~whole Price of the Increafe of which, (ad-
= : | mitting

a

(35) =

" mitting our. Manufaure, and native Produét

is only given in Exchange, for the Raw

~and Thrown Silks imported from Turkey,
Italy, and the Eafi-Indses;) fromthe Worm:
to the Mercer’s Shop,.is paid to the Product
of our Lands, and Labour of our People. .

- Bat, Sir, however the whole Price of the .
Silken Manufacture,  from the Worm to the
Mercer’s Shop, is paid to the Product of our
Land, and the Labour of our People ; when
Raw Silk is only exchanged for the Woollen
and other Manufa&ures; yet this will.-not be

the Cafe, when, by means of this Bill, and
the monopolizing of Perfia- Raw Silk at
Peterfburgh, Great Britain fhall be reduced

to the unhappy Neceflity of having, either

its Silken Manufa&ture partly ftand fill, or
of purchafing the Perfian Raw Silk it may

want with Money, and probably at exorbi-
—~Therefore, I freely own, I -~
thall .be much more affected at any Mif-
fortune attending the Woollen' Manufadtare -
~ than the Silken; unlefs the Foundation of -

tant Prices.

the latter 'continues to be, as it isat prefent
in the Turkey Trade, the Exchange of Wool-

len Goods for Raw Silk’; becaufe the #aol- -
len Manufacture is entirely-the Produce of -

Great Britain and Ireland; -and the firfk

Material of the Silken not fo, but a Manu-
~ fa&ure only made beneficial to this King- .
dom, by its firft Material being purchafed
. Ea2 -~ with™
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“svith the Produ&, the Woollen, and. other
the Mannfaé’cures of Greezz‘ Brzz‘am

ThlS Sn' brmgs me to obferve that
however it 'may be the Concern- of Greazf
Britain to.work up its ManufaGtures cheap;

- 4s well as to have. Freight cheap, in order ta

the fendmg them; on:éafy Terms, to foreign

. Markets ; yet it is.not fo much the Concern

~of the:Nation, what Price it may give for

RaW Silk - in forexgn Countries; provided. it

bé given in Exchange for its Produ¢t and
Manufactures 5 nor - what Price Raw Silk

bears in ‘this Kingdom, unlefs- it occafions

our: manufatturing fo dear, as'to- prevent us
fromm having a foreign EXportatlon ——And

therefore, fhould the opening this: ‘Trade
- bring us never {o many more Bales of Silk,
_ unlefs fuch Silk istaken in Exchange for the

“Woollenand other. Manufa&ures of this King-
dom, and not purchafed with Money, this
will not ‘be of any Advantage to the- Nation,
even provxded it was a true Aflertion:in Paper

- B, ¢ that ‘this Commodity may be impor-

¢« ted into Great Britain, by this Trade,

« full Fifty per Ceint. cheaper than by the

e Turkey Company,” which indeed isa De-
.clarauon without the Framers of that Pa-

- per having any Experience in, or Knowledge
-~ of, the Trade carried through Turkey to Per-
f cz, and abfolutely as romam’zc, as any other

Parts
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‘Parts of the fame Paper ; and probably made
-withaDefign of impofing upon the Credulous,
as well ‘as’ of inducing the Ruffia Merchants
“to engage in this Traffick, :‘whereby to pro-
~cure for themfelves Pofts of Honour ‘and
Profit ;- which I am led to imagine, from
the Conclufion. of Paper B, which runs in
‘thefe Words; ¢ The Brztzjb Merchants muft
s likewife eftablith a Houfe at Mefched; one
. #¢ Branch of which fhould refide at Re/c/gd '-
<< and the Chief be invefted with the Title
- < of Conful to the King, and Agent to the

¢¢ Company : Such a Charaéter given to the
¢ Chief of their Houfe, will have great
¢ Weight with the Perfians, and firmly e-

¢ ftablifh t_he Aﬁ’axrs of the new. Under—

¢ takers.”
- But admxttmg thls Commodlty could be im-

- ported into this Kingdom, full Fifty per Cent.
- gheaper, by the Ruffia, than by the Turkey

Company ; this would indeed be: an Advan-
tage to the Perfons immediately interefted in

~fuch Silk, ‘but of little Confideration to the

Nation unlefs the Perfons importing it, fold
it at a propomonable Price to the Manufa-
“@ures of this Kingdom; and by fuch means
it thould be the Caufe of lowering the Price

of all other the Raw Silk imported from

Turkey, the Eafi-Indies, Italy, and other
‘Countries 3 and that this lowering the Price

of all Sorts of Silk, fhould occafion a greater

Exportauon
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Exportation  of the Silken Manufaétures of
this Kingdom to foreign Countries not un-
der the Government of Great Britain.  But
I do not expect-any fuch. Advantages will be
~~given the Nation by any Traders whatfoever.
It would be a&ing contrary :to the known
Prattice of Traders, who always endeavour
~ to' make the moft, as indeed they have a
Right to do, of the refpective Commodities
they import; the Price of which is always
~governed, by the Plenty, or Scarcity at Mar-
ket, in Proportion to the Demand ; and not
what may be: their. Coft in any foreign
Countries, or what Charges may be upon
them, either in fuch Countries: in/ which
they may be purchafed; orin this Kingdom,;
- upon, or after, their Importation into it.
. This I was led to obferve from a Paffage
in your Letter: “ not only relating to:the
“ Ruffia Merchants being able to import Silk,

B 1 Cheaper by Flfty per Cent. 'than}th_e Tur&e}' :

€c

Merchants, but alfo relating to the great
¢ Difference in the Charges of carrying our
¢ Woollen Goods through Turkey to Perfia,
¢ ‘and from Perfia to the Britifb Faories in
““ Turkey, to what there will be in carryin,

¢ fuch Goods, through Ruffiz to Perfia, and

« from Perfia to' Peterfburgh.” 1 own. my-
felf perfectly un-informed, with refpect to
the giving any certain SatisfaCtion on this
- Article ; however, have no Notion that one

A N SR ' Locan ¢
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can be fo much greater than the other, when.
I confider the Conveyance of Goods, now thro’

one Province by Land, then embarking them
on. Veflels, and afterwards re-imbarking

them, now  pafling’ them by Land again,

then embarking them again on the Cafpian,

and finally re-imbarking them, and carrying

them to the different Marts in Perfia 5——-
together with the Expeénce of houfing thefe
Goods, and of  Quarentines—~—All - which

muft’ be very great Rifques run by the Rufiz

“Traders, (befides' the Rifque to and from
‘Peterfburgh) if the Cloth thus fent to, and
‘the Silk thus brought from, Perfiza through
‘Ruffia, fhall be all this Time all their own

Property, and are fuch Rifques as-will require
a very confiderable Profit; and 'are not

‘run by the Turkey Merchants, who run no
"Rifque after the Arrival of their- Goods at
‘the Turkifb Ports ; nor of the Silk they take

~in Exchange for fuch Goods, until they are

‘houfed at the refpective Fadories, and fhip-

ped for this Kingdom': ‘And as the Armeni-
“an, Perfian, and other Merchants, who
“take from the Turkey Merchants Fattors,

Cloth in Barter for Silk, = notwithftanding

- the Charges, find their Account in continu-

ing this Traffick ; and that the Pég[za Raw
Silk is not governed, in this Kingdom, by

~ the Coft abroad, but wholly by the Prices of

‘other Raw Silk ; and that the Prices of all
L | Sorts
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Sorts of Raw Silk are governed by the Des
mand; in proportion to the Quantity at

Market : Therefore, the Charges of traffick=
ing in thefe Countries can only be faid; to
concern thofe Who are the Traders in and to

fuch Countries.-

But that Perfia Raw Silk

will not be 1mported into this Kingdom,

full Fifty per Cent. cheaper, by the Ruffia

T'raders, than the Turkey Mercharts, 1 dare
promife myfelf you will. be fully convmced
(unlefs carrying great Quantities of Goods to
2 Country, be the certain Way of flling
them dearer; and taking great Quantities of
‘Commodities from a Country, be the Cer-
tainty of buying them cheaper,) from two

Paﬁ'ages in Paper B, Wthh run in thefe

‘Words .

<« Tt is not to be quef’uoned when thefe,‘
<< Cities fhall be once well informed, that
< European Goods can be had at ]Wﬂlbbed in
<< fuch Plenty, as the Britifb. Merchants

"9\

< “may, in time, import them thither ; and

¢ that at the fame Time, they fhall find a
-« grcater Demand for thexr own Commaa’z-

€< ties 5 but thefe Caravans muft {oon be-

.¢ come more rich and numerous. .

LSS, Thus, becaufe Great Britain can fupply‘
¢ them with Woollen Goods. in fuch Plen-
¢ ¢y, and at fo eafy a. Rate; and :at the
<. fame Tlme, aﬁ‘ord 10 gwe a betz‘er Price

L for
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& for thc;_: Raw Sllk and other Commodx«j

€« ties.)

- Tam vefy fenﬁble Sif, of What you tellj
me, ¢ That the 72 urkey Trade is reprefenited’

“ to be a very inconfiderable Trade at this
¢ Time.” —— Now fuppoﬁng ‘that  this

Trade, which fo much Pains is takeén to

have believed by the Members of both Hou-
fes of Parliament, is not {o confiderable at

this Time, as it was ‘before the French were E
at Leizure, or had Stocks, and Encourage<
ment given by their Government notonlyto
improve their Woollen Manufaé’cures butto
_enlarge their Traffick to the Grand. Sezgmor S
~ Dominions, as well as to-many other " Parts

of the World.——Is thlS to be afligned as a

Reafon for deftroying it Root and Branch;

for the Sake of one Set of Merchants, to
the Prejudice of another; to the Advantagc

of. the” Government of Ruffis, and to the

great Lofs of the Government of the Gmnd
Seignior ¢ -

‘Baut, Sir, if the Tur&ey Trade be an’ in=
conﬁderable Branch, with refpect to the ta:
king off our Woollen Cloth, (fot that is ‘the
true State of the Queftion) 1 fhould be -glad

to. be informed, What other’ Branch of Trade

is a_more conﬁderab]e one P——However, ‘I
am-apt to believe, you will not think this
Trade fo very inconfiderable a Trade, when

| you are mformed that,’ beﬁdes other Com-

modxtles

)
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modities, the Growth of Turkey and Perfia,
there are expe&ed in the Ships which are
now loading in the Ports of Turkey, up-
wards of 1600 Bales of Silk, the Value of
which only is near 300, ooo . in Return for

Lead, Tin, Woollen Cloths, and other the
Manufaé’cmes of Great Britain. This can-
not poffibly be efteemed an mconﬁderable
national Trade ; on the contrary, it muft be
efteemed 2 very confiderable ‘one, as well

as 2. moft advantageous one to Great Britain s

efpecially, if the Calculation, which was

made fome Years ago, by a Gentleman ‘who
was many Years a Commiflioner of Trade,
be a juft one; wiz. ¢ That 100 Cloths fent
« to Turkey, purchafed fuch a Quantity of
[ Silk, as” that the manufaéturmg, &e. of
¢ the fald Cloth, with the manufaé’tunng,

ﬂ

0\

“« &, of the Silk brought in Return, paid

““ zoool to the Subﬁﬁence of our own
¢« People.”——Becaufe, upon the Foot of
fuch Calculation, the manufaé’cuung, &e. of
the Cloth Whlch purchafed thefe 1600 Bales
of Silk ; and the manufa@uring, &e¢. of the

Silk itfelf, will pay upwards of 700,000 /. to

the Subﬁﬁence of the People of Grem‘ Brz-»

tain. T herefore, I am very fure, it is a

and every other landed Gentleman in Greaz‘

Britain s and that you will think it is of

fuch mﬁmte Advantage to. thlS ngdom,
R i that
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that it deferves the Favour and Proteé’clon
of the Government, and all poffible Encou-
ragement from the Leglﬂature -at all Times,
and upon all' Occafions; and: am ready to

flatter ‘myfelf, that, when Gentlemen fhall
have given themfelves Time to confider, they

will not rifque the lofing of a Trade, "Whlch
is {o very valuable to the Nation ; ‘and at the

fame Time, a Trade that may be {o greatly
increafed, provided it fhall meet with any the
leaft Encouragement from a Houfe of Com-
_'mons ; and this in bare E*{pe&atxon only of

gaining a Traffick, which is but a Traffick

in Eméryo ; and by all that has yet appeared,
may  be entirely .precarious ; and a- Trade

from which Grear Britgin (if the PrOJe&ors

them{elves are to be beheved) will not bring -

any greater Advantages to'it, ‘than'it now

‘enjoys from: the Commerce carried on to -
Turkey with Lead, Tin, Woollen, and other
- Manufaétures of this Kxngdom in Exchange

for Raw Silk, and othe1 un-manufa&ured
Commodltles

" You will be pleafed Sn’ to obferve thatI
have hitherto only been arguing, on 2 Suppo-

fition, that the carrying on a Trade, to and
from_ Perfia through Ruffia, will be, as the

Traders to” Ruffia aflert, entlrely pradli-

“ veying our Woollen, and other Goods to

o P "’ff ": in Exchange of Raw Silk from,

F2 ~ ““ thence ;"

cable, and ‘much the cheapeﬁ Way of con-
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¢ thence ;"—-—which Argument I was in-

~duced to difcufs. from- the firft Part of your

L etter :—But having finithed what I thought

“proper 'to trouble you with, in regard to the

Danger, which I.apprehend Greas Britain

will be in, fhould this Bill pafs intoa Law,

.,bf;'-‘lo'ﬁng the  whole Branch of its Trade ‘to
Turkey. 1 fhall now proceed to anfwer the
fecond Paragraph of your Letter, in order

to which I. beg leave to obferve, .~ -

_-.Firf}, That not any of the Privilegéé ‘and

“and-Regulations, declared. -abfolutely ‘necef-

fary in Paper A, for the carrying on this

- Trade, are obtained from the Geovernment

of Ruffia, not even thofe relating to the Na-

vigation ; although in-one Part of Paper B it
- is declared, ¢ That for the Reafons too te-

¢¢ dious. to . mention, the Succefs of this

< Trade does folely depend, on the Bruih
£¢ Merchants having their own Vefiels

* to navigate the Polga and. Cafpian.”
‘And - in another Part, ¢ that without having
< their own Veflels, it will be abfolutely

€

< impoffible for the Britifb Merchants to

< carry on their Trade to:Mefched, or even
€« to Gilan” .

. Secondly, That the Rates to be paid for
‘Carriage through Ruffia, are not fettled, o-

therwife than that in the eighth Article of

‘the Treaty abovementioned, it is declared,

# That theEnglifb Merchants thall be obliged

| (45) |
% t6 enter into.an Agreement with the Ru/fiz
s¢ Merchants, for the Charge of tranfporting

- % fach Goods, cither by Land or Water ;
s and make them a reafonable Allowance

s for the fame.” Which Words feem a plain
Indication, that the Rufian Government are

determined to keep the Navigation on the -
Volga and Cafpian, as well'as the Carriage
by Land, to them{elves. SRENELE SIS

" Thirdly, That there is not any: Agreement
made by, or in behalf of, the Subjects of
Great. Britain, what Duties: {hall be paid,
either on the Importation of our Woollen,

~ and -other Manufa&ures into Perfia; or on

the Exportation of Raw Silk, ‘and other

Commodities from Perfia, more than a De-

claration from a Son "of the prefent Sophy,

- @iz, * That no more than the ufual Duties
¢« {hall be demanded,” without {pecifying

what thofe Duties are, and this not con-

firmed by Treaty, or otherwife ; but only

made to one, or more Engli/bmen, who came
from Ruffia to Perfia.— -Therefore fuch a

Declaration cannot be looked upon by thofe

who are acquainted with the abfolute Pow-
er of Eaftern Monarchs, and the Rapaciouf-
pefs of their Governors, to be any Security

for the Briti/b Subjes, either to fettle in, or

carry on a Tradetoand from, fuch Countries.
. Fourthly, ‘That it appears by Paper B,

| ff That Captain Elron left Refched, on his Re-

¢ turn
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< turn to Afracan, about the middle of 4= |  they have been always jealous of any F oreig- :

' ‘ | “ . s navigating the,Cafprian Sea. .. .. |
“ guft; 17395 that'it was the middle of No- | ?é@;ﬁ%’vzyg Th%ttthouglllp't is declared, ¢ That .
r, wember following, before he reached Afira- - | o R0 'S e can never be fupplant- N
W “.can 5 having had the tedious Paffage of a | < ed in this Trade;” yet it is admitted at
i Monthcrofs the Gagfpian, although thatSea | p Fo Lo P ot thisis only, fo long
L ~“¢-is.not 170 Englifb Miles in Length 5 and R theyr have a fecure Paffage through the
3 ¢ that being detained two Monthsin Quaren- |« Rzg]z’czn Dominions, .and a Freedom' of
i $¢tine, it was the latter End of ¥anuary, be- § . Novieation on. th e,; Cczfpz an Sea's” and . 48
= ., forehearrived at Deterfburgh, aftcraVoy-  § S L or Freedom, they have no
;8¢ from: Refthed to Peterfburgh of fix B 0" agande of ivs being cither granted
;o - $“ months, and of one near ‘ask-lokr.lg in going ¥ or continued. than at the Pleafure, or as

» ¢ thither.”—Now, -if this Journey through | it mav fuit the Intereft, of the Sovereign

l,, Ruffiato Perfia, as well as back again, wasfo oF Rq)}% e D T
0o tedious to a fingle Perfon, it is fubmitted what i canir'):)‘ft(h'ihk“Sii‘,.but' that thefe Obferva-
| dteult bewith Camiges heavily laden ! § g 0 Sl others T have occafionally dropt in
i o LYty Thatiasitis declared * abfolutely . §* p 2 0 pore of this Letter, will fhew,
L impollible for the Britifb Merchantstocarty - | (g ey thing neceffary for the carrying
B - *“ on this Trade, without having their own - < on 2 Trade toand from Perfiz thronghRzuf~
?u ‘¢ Veflels on the Volga and Ca_@‘z’d;% ; and.{uch | & onaTrdertoand from:Perf. ughRuf
;‘
’
5

"~

§ « 'is not adjufted, either between the
. “Veflels commanded by aNative of Grear | 'c?"fgbviisné?(;ﬁ;fﬁgr‘émm and Ruffia, or be-
- & Brutain; and navigated with Half Bririfh, « tween the Crowns of Great Britain and
- jandbalf RyfSeamen & Thismoftofcour®s | B CS Yl ot be cither fo ve-
i breed Difcontents -and Differences, between e« rv oracticable or fecure 2 Trade, cither at
I  the Natives of Ruffis, and the Brugp Sub- | @@ " ol Times hereafter, as.you are
. - jects, employed-in navigating, ‘and paffing ¢« pleafed to tell me you have Affurances from
thofe Seas, confequently bring great Incon- ¢ fome Gentlemen, who have given thisAffair
! veniences to the Traffick toand from Perfia | 4 full Confi deration.” I muft own myfelf
v through Rzz ia ; and at“thc-falme.tTlme, ro- _, ot a little fdrpr;ized,t'thaf any Perfon (hould
S bably ‘may " occafion'a Jealoufy in the Perf- | Jake Application for.this Bill being brought
i ans, of ‘the Subje@s . of Great Britain, as | make App Ol ' :

Gt = ; into your Houfe, before Points fo abfolutely
i oo they} = | | | ‘neceflary

FREER
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ngcefi‘aify for carrying on the Ttade pidpofed

by it, had been firft obtained - fron =
Courts, both of Rauffie and Perfia: g;&ﬁ: |

there ‘is no Law wanting, to introdace” the
Woollen  Manufattures into Perfia tliCrOiigﬁ
Ruffia ;,;.anczi as: thc Ruffie. Traders themfelves
have acknowledged, ° that they may be fold

« for Gold Ducats, and other Species of Mo~

“ ney in’ Perfia 3 therefore _-'.t‘his is a further

- Confirmation to- me, that the pafling this

Bill, will  occafion the Importation into this

Kingdom, of Ver?great uantities of Raw

Silk, and other Perfian Commodities, purcha-

of Great Britain, =

fed with Money, not with the Manufactures

- But, Sir, however: p'r'a&i:cia;Blje' or feciure
it may be, to_ bring Raw Silk, which is o
| llght;CQmmOdltY_ ; from Perfia, the ca‘rryih:g '
of our Woollen, ‘and other Goods, which

are bulky Commodities to  that Kingdomi:
| 0

cannot be equally as practicable or focnte

and I am fure you will agree with mé,’,

- that the Trade propofed, will be attended

in it ; and that only fuch Perfons can engage

with great Rifque to thofe who are engaged

~ therein, who are Owners of very large ca-

pital Stocks, when you are reminded, < That

“ thefe Merchants muft run a Rifque. not
. thele icrchants mult run a -Rilque, not

B only of the Goods which 'they'ﬁ?all‘fet?d
-« through the Empire of Rufha, both by
- “ Land and ‘Water, to the Places of Mart -

“in

7

themifelvés and their Effects. -

R € R |
t¢ {ii: Perfia 3 but alfo of the Raw Silk, and
t gther Commodities they may purchafe, in
¢ Returh to Peter/burgh, and from  thence

« to this Kingdom.” - =

- This, Sir; is not the Cafe of the Trades

to Turkey, they run: no rifque;: gither of the

- Goods 'they - export ~thither; or thofe they
import  from thence, firther ‘than : té and

from the Ports or Places of their ‘tefpeQive
Facories: Nor are they fubject ‘to the Ra-

-~ pacioufnefs of Governors, by reafoft they fell
their Goods at fuch Fa@ories, to the Turks,
 Perfians, -Armenians, ‘and other Perfons tra-

ding into Per/fia, and by Treaties between the
Crown: of Great Britzin; and the ' Grand
Seignior, not~ only their  Tariff . is - fet-
tled, but many other valuable Privileges are

enjoyed by them, ‘both for ‘the Security of

. o I
o L

* ‘But, Sir, to eyince that ‘this ‘Billj per-
‘mitting the Briti/b Subjedts to cairy on-a

Trade, to -and from Perfiz through Ruffiz,-

thould ‘not . pafs into a Law, 1 beg. leave to
offer to your Confideration the Authority of
‘Mt De Witt, who, in his Book of the Inte-
reft of - Holland, exprefles himfelf in the fol-
lowing Words:  But in all Events'it-would
< be. needful, for the: greater Improvement

-« of the Navigation of Holland, thatall fo-

« reign imported Goods thould be lefs char-

¢ ged, than 'thofe that come .in by Land:
Thesloo | « Whereas,

G
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“ in our Power; or at leaft, we may ¢on-

«.voy and defend them with our Men of

.. The A& of Navigation was owing to this
Principle of Mr.:De Witt's; in regard of
‘which’' Law, Sir Fo/iab Child- exprefles him-
- {elf. in . this manner: * For my.own Part, I

Y

1
i

N {s
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'* ‘Whereas, on_the: contrary, we' fee " daily,
*‘ that very many Levant, Italian, &c. fine
Wares are brought in by Land-Carriage.
And how much it concerns our ‘Inhabi-
‘-tants, we may eafily imagine, when we

€<

 confider that the Ships, built here, are fent
“ to Sea vi€tualled and manned; but the
Carriers and their Waggons are foreign,

(44

¢ and.of no Concern to us: And- befides,

'13

¢ our Merchandize on board Ships is always

““ War as they go and come ; whereas ‘thofe

(44

“ which go by Land Carriage,. ‘are in the

€€

¢ Lands and Power of other Princes; fo

“ that they may at all Times make Seizure

‘am .of Opinion, that, in relation to Trade,

- ¢ Shipping, Profit, and Power, it is ong of
¢ the choiceft, and moft prudent A&s. that

“.ever was made in England, and without
which, we had not .now been Owners of
' one Half the' Shipping, nor Trade, nor
- employed one Half the Seamen we do-at

« prefent.”———-And as to this very Principle

it was owing, that Encouragement was gi-

- ven, both in-the Reigns of King Charles the

Second,

(51) o
Second, and ‘King William the Third, for
the building good and defenfible Ships, which
are only made ufe of in the Turkey Trade ;—
fo I hope this very fame Principle, will in-
‘duce the Houfe of Commons not only not:to

pafs this Bill, but to be very careful at:all
“Times, of doing any thing, or pafling any"

Law, which may' weaken and enervate a

Lav, dhat has been of fuck publck Utlity,
“and given fuch great Encouragement to the

Exportation of the ‘Produ& and Manufa-

@ures of this Kingdom ; 4nd I am willing

to flatter myfelf, if - the Seafon is ripe for' it,

‘that your Houfe will-lofe no* Time, in “gi- o
ving to the Merchants of ' Great Britain En

couragement; for the building in’ this King-

dom, - good = failing, -as' well as defenfible
Ships ; however, fuch Encouragement ‘not -

to be given, in' proportion to'the Quantities

of: foreign ‘Commodities imported ; - but in =
propoition to ‘the Quantity of the Produét
and- Manufattures of this Kingdom exported.

~ As’this Obfervation of Mr DeWitt’s is a
very juft one, 1 believe, Sir, you ‘will agree
with me, that thofe who may be concerned .
in Traffick carried on to fo diftant a Country

as. Perfia, through : anOther 'gr'éat ‘ COq'n try,
very remote alfo from this Kingdom; ought to -

receive in carrying on their Traflick will -
hardly ever meet with Redref ; becaufe thofe’
. Gz - who

1
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“who' fhould ebtain it for them, are -always
unwilling to come toan open Breach with any
foreign. Powers, for the Lofs or Damage of a

. few Individuals ; but rather. chufe. tg endea-

,,,,,,

~vour the redreffing. fuch Injaries by Negotia-

‘ thH,Wthh, b@ﬁdes%bci@g tedious and expen-
five, feldom brings Reparation to the, Sufferers,

. ‘This, Sir, brings me to obferve, that the
- Merchants, in : carrying .on their . Trade to

‘Turkey, have to do with .one. Power gnly, and
with the refpe@ive Governors pnly of the
Provinces . in which  their Fattors. refide
whereas, the Merchants carrying ona Trade

to and from Perfia through Rufia, will have
~ to'do not only with two Powers, but: with

the: Governors of ‘many Provinces in ‘both
‘Empires: " And, as [ believe, you will hardly
think it poflible for Greaz Britain to right it-

{elf; on ‘Account of any Injuries, which. its

Subjects may receive in Perfia; fo I conceive

~ youwill think it much more difficult for -

gt R it N A

Great Britain to get any Satisfaition, for a-

“ny. Injury offered by the Ruffan: Govero- |

Gavernors in the Grand Seignior’s Dominions,
The Tyurks are not ignorant of. the Strength

' and Power of Great Britain; but thisperhaps

“is not fo much known by the Subjects of Ruf-

fia, how well foever it may- be known by the

“Court of Ruffia; at leaft it is certain, thisis.
not at all known by the Subjets of Perfia, if

by

ment to its Subjeds,, than from any of the }
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by the Court of Perfia: “And there are al-
‘ways at Confantinople, befides an. Ambaflador

 from Great, Britain, other Chriftian Mini-
_nifters, who, in cafe of an Injury, are ready

" to reprefent, and to afford their Affiftance in
procuring  Redrefs, which: though probably

may at fome Periods of Time,: be the Cafe

at the Court_of Ruffa, will hardly ever be
_the Cafe at the Court of Perfia. .

‘Befides, Sir, the Grand Se gnior and Jlfh?s'

| ',LMi,ni(’ters._ know that Great Brioain, in Cafe
‘of any Wrong, or Injury: done their Mer-

“chants, is-.ina ‘Condition to right itfelf by

~its Fleet, which they are fenfible can make

“Captures of  the Turkifp Ships . and Vef~ -
fels, lay wafte their ~Coafts, and even
" infult the Imperial City.————DBut, what-
- ever Great Britain may beableto do, with re-

,fpvci,éft; to the Ships, or Sea Ports of Ruffia, this
is not pofiible to be done againft Perfia ::And

therefore, were the Privileges and Regulati-

ons, declared fo abfolutely neceffary for the

- garrying -on this Trade, to and from Per-
Jia through Ruffia, obtained from both thefe
"Empires; nay, -were they: much ' more fa-

yourable, than any ‘that may have yet been

* oranted, or even afked for, it would Rill be

T

of very  little, Confideration ; For, as. “the

© Whriter of the laft Age obferyes,—¢‘ As Con-

% trads would be vain and ineffeGual; where
“¢¢.no Law. could be had; fo a Treaty of

¢ Commerce
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““ Commerce and ‘Alliance would bé abfurd
“¢‘Cafe of a Breach, are’ fo" diftant, that

[ %4

‘other.” - And: it is my fixed Opinion;, Sir,

that there is an' End of this Trade, in"cife,

‘either Great. Britain’ fhould hive any Diffe-

~‘rence * with “Raffia, or: the - Government of |
Ruffia {hould "quarrel  with: the ~Perfian' s

Whereas, though we  have bad not 2 few
Differences, - and almoft come ‘to” an open
Rupture with“Rufia; yet, we ‘never hi-

therto have' ‘had “any ‘Difpute ‘or Rupture -
‘with ¢ the’ -".Zﬁ‘ark:,y]and ‘never ' can  have ;
- any; unlefs we are ‘the " Inftruments of

turning ‘a Channel of Trade, now carried

on - through their Country to another;
-and thereby, o incenfe the Grarnd Seignior, "

as to give him' caufe to curtail the Privi-.

leges' of the Britifb Traders, and er’ilarge, o
thofe of other ‘Nations;  nor lofe that -

Branch of Traffick, of felling to the Arme-

‘nians, &c. at’ our Fattories in T7 urkey, our -

‘Woollen Cloths in -Exchange for * Perfian.

tween the Turks and Perfians,

~Raw " Silk, unlefs ‘during - any ‘Rupture be-

Thefe - Confiderations, Sir, I conceive; -

clearly demonftrate, “that the carrying on a-
Trade by the Subje@s of Greatr Britain, to

~ and from Perfiz through ‘Ruffia, with the
-~ Woollen, and gﬂmr ManufaGures of  this -

Kingdom,

~and - fruitlefs - between " Princes, ' who, " in

‘they ‘cannot’ make "war' the one’ upon the

(55) |

‘Kingdom, in Exchange for Raw Silk;, and G-

ther the CommLodi'ties of Perﬁa,——_-n’iuﬁ:- !)é atf- |
tended with almoft infuperable Difficultigs.—

‘That there .can be no Certainty of its being
Jlafting ;—and that . the Proprietors -of - the
- Goods fent, muft run fuch a Rifque, as fcarce
‘any Profit will be able to countervail, - + -

~‘But, Sir, T perceive, by what you inform

me in your Letter, that -thofe who f.follit:it: B
the paffing this Bill, -are, in this fo impor-
‘tant a Queftion, only regarding themfelves,

not . the Nation ; otherwife it had not:been
‘ poﬂ'iblé for them to have.made t.h'e _Declara-“-
tion you mention; wiz. ¢ That if; after the
“ enacing of this Law, the propofed Trade
¢ fhall be found, neither practicable nor pro-

¢ fitable ;. that then the. fRzﬁﬂ -Merchants

<« will not continue it: and that at the fame

¢ Time no Harm will be done.” ' Indeed;

:S.ifr,~ if .this. Bill were only a Key for the o-

pening a Trade, to.a 'Country,=~Whither_th
any of the Brizifb Subjects: had ever before
traded, or our Woollen, and: other Goods,
‘had never been before introduced ;——then
this had been: a proper Declaration enough;
‘;buvt"I appfehend yon will look upon it, as

'avery improper one, when you fhall recol-
'.?éé’c, .ythat Pallp’ the Papers which the Rufiz

‘Traders have produced, plainly thew, that
‘what they afk is not a new Branch of Trade,
but only an Alteration, or turning of a
S E Channel,
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Channel of Trade, now carried thtought
Turkey, in order to be camcd through
Ruffta. - 5

fider, what muft be the Confequence to the
 Nation of lofing the Trade to Turkey, if the

“Traders to Ruffza thould decline fending thro’

that Country to Perfia, the Woollen, and
otfer. the Manufactures of this Kingdom,
“whenever they may not find it, either practi-
cable or profitable; ard: yetiat the fame

- Time that this Bill, if pafled into a Law; -
fhall remain ifi full Force, as to the Liberty

of .importing Raw Silk, and other the Per-
- fia. Commodities, from Riffia - into’ Great
- Britain—~ And Sir, as I cannot think, but
that, whenever this Trade fhall be opened

great antltxes of Raw Silk, of the Growth |

of Perfia, and probably of fome other Eaft-
ern Countries, will be imported from Ruffiz
“into . this ngdom not purchafed with the
 Manufa&ures of Great. Britain, but only
with Money ; fo T am under no little Ap-

rehenfion, that were there a Claufe in'this

Bill, (Whlch there is not at prefent, and it
was poffible to carry it into Execution) ¢ That
“ no Raw Silk, or any other Commodity,

< of the Growth Produce, or ManufaGure
< of Perfia, fhould be 1mported into this

'_ . ngdom but What {hould be in Return
; PR of

T w1{h Géndemen Would carefully con-l

« 57 |
% of the Prodic and Manufadures of this
* Kingdom,” ‘the Government of Great
Britain Would be under a very great Diffic
culty of a@ing; in a political Senfe, with
the Government of Rufia, provxded that

“Court fhould infift upon a leerty of theit

Subje@s importing Raw Silk, :and other the
Commodities of Perfia, from the  Domini-
ons of Ruffia into thlS ngdom,_though
neither the whole, or any Part, in- Return
of the Manufacures of Great Brziam :

_Therefore, Sir, I-conceive this a Matter,

‘hlghly defervmg the Confideration of Parh-—

ament ;' and, as there are already {o ‘very
great Quantities: of Raw and Thrown :Silk,
imported into this Kingdom, and paid for on-

Jy with Money ; whether the Money fo paid,

does not amount to a greater Value than the
Amount of the Value of the manufactured

‘Silks, exported to all Countries, exclufive of |

the Brzz‘z_/b Plantations in America.
T own, Sir, I cannot think the Perfons who

- made thxs Declaranon were even ferious on

the Occafion, or could’ poflibly imagine no

'Harm could ‘attend the Publick ; when, by
‘means of this Bill, one Set of Men {hall
‘have - taken 'their Stock out of Trade, and
thofe to whom fuch Trade may be transfer—.
red, fhall immediately drop it, as foon as
they find it, neither fo praé’cxcable or profit-

H able
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able as -they flattered themfelves, Such =
Declaration calls-upon you, and every other
Gentleman of your Houfe, to give this Mat-

for farely, it is of the utmoft Concern to
the Nation, to preferve a known and- expe-

“rienced Trade, and a Trade which is, as I

have, before manifefted, even at this Time,
fo very valuable to the Kingdom, before you
pafs a Law, which will inevitably be the
- This  leads me, -Sir, to obferve, That
no- Sum of Money employed in- this Trade
for a few Years, can make the Nation amends
for ‘the -Lofs of the Trade to Turkey; the
‘T'raders to which Country, it cannet be fup-

. pofed, will, after the paffing this Bill, con-
~tinue their Stock in a Traffick they will be

in fo ‘.‘greaé a Danger 9‘0f~_loﬁng’, - {fooner .or

Jater; and at the fame Time, of being

ruined by the Lofs of it: That, it is not the
giving  Encouragement to .a few Merchants,
to carry on a Commerce at Random, and

~.in an’ uncertain Manner; but only a large
-Stock of Money flowing in every Channel of

Trade, with a conflant and continued
Courfe, can enrich Great Britain.: And That
Experience has fhewn, by numberlefs Inftan-

ces, in this laft Century, to the great Lofs,
-of this Kingdom, that whenever a great

Stock

ter-a very full and particular Confideration ;

(59) o
Stock - of Mbney has been employed in any

particular Branches of Commerce, rand after-

wards taken out of them; it is not fo.'e'afy:’a
Matter to bring_ back an equal Quantity, or

almoft any Stock of Money, into fuch

Trades again. - PR R
- Therefore,  Sir, upon thefe Confidera-
tions, I fubmit, whether you, and -other
Gentlemen, ought not to be firictly. careful,
how you go about to divert, by a Bill of
this Kind, the prefent Channel of Trade,
to and from Perfia through Turkey; to
which Country the Trade carried- on at this

"Time is fo very valuable to the Nation, ei-
‘ther upon Suppofition, or in bare Expecta-

tion, of enlarging the Export of our Wool-

len, and other Manufa&ures 5 more efpeci-

ally, when this Nation has, in feveral Inftan-

ces, fo fatally experienced, by fuch Bills be-

ing enacted into Laws, that very confidera-
ble Branches of its Commerce have been
loft; and, notwithftanding the utmoft En-
deavours have been ufed, and the greateft
Encouragements given by the Legiflature,

fuch Trades have never been able to be re-

trieved.——Many  Inftances I could - point

out; but Two I believe will be fufficient:

for your: Satisfation :=—— The one was a
Law, that occafioned the IL.ofs of the Ex-

portation  of our Woollen Manufacture to
- Flanderss
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Fla;zders ; and the other of the Greenland

- Trade s T he firft was to gratlfy a Town in

Great Brzmm and the other to gratify one

- or more great tradmg City, or" Cities abroad,

You will be pleated, Sir, to obferve, that

| the Rzﬂa Company, in theu Petmon fet
| forth “ That the opening of a Trade to

€ and from Perfia through Ruffia, will be at-

' f‘_tended with many advantageous Confe-

¢ quences to this Kingdom, as it will con-
¢ fift principally, if not wholly, in the Ex-

o« portation of our Woollen Goods, and Im-

¢ portation of Raw Silk, much cheapcr than
¢ in any other Channel of Trade; and
«¢ that Perfian Silk is rifen very confiderably

"¢ fince the War with S/mm ; and the Price

¢ muft always, upon any Rupture, either

< with France or Spain, greatly advance,z

¢« -which can only be remedied by opening
¢c the Trade, and thereby having the Choice
¢ of two Ways to fupply this ngdom

¢ with this Commodity.”

- Now, §ir, I am wﬂlmg to ﬁatter myfelf
that I have given you entire Satisfaction, that

. the opening of this Trade, will be fo far

from being attended, W1th many advanta-
geous Confequences to this Kingdom ; that
many difadvantageous ones will arife to it,

from the enacting. the Bill now dependmg |
_;n yQur Houfe, into a Law, and that Raw

A lek

(61)

8ilk will not be purchafed in Perfia, princi.

 pally with the Woollen Manufactures of this
- Kingdom, but prmczpal/y with Money;

which if it fhall be, then indeed it is ad-

- mitted, Raw Silk may be imported into this
King dom from Ryffia, much cheaper than

in any other Channel; -~otherwife, 1flue
is ready to be joined in thxs Queftion, when-

ever the Ruffiz Gentlemen fhall be pleafed to -

afcertain the whole Expence of the Convey-
ance of any Number of Cloths from' this
Kingdom, through Ruffia to Perfia, with
the Coﬁ of fuch Cloths on . board of Ship;
together with the Charge of Conveyance of
any Quantity of Raw Silk from Perfia, and

the Price of fellmg fuch lek in thlS K,mg-: .

dom.

but, at the fame Time, “ That all Sorts
< of Raw and Thrown leks have nfcn e-

< qually as much or more in proportion And;
‘this' I am affured, the Committee was ac-
quamted by a Gentleman than whom there

is no Perfon more knowmg in the Silk
Trade, and the Price of Silk of every Deno-

~mination, and of every Country. It is not

1mprobable but that Raw Silk, as well as
Thrown, may advance, upon a- War with

g.;:her Fmﬂce or Spam but yet for many
o . Reafons

Tam mformed it is true ¢ That Peff a
<< Silk has rifen fince the War with Spain;”

aiead
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- Sea, and other Parts.-
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Reafons that may be given, there is a great-
er Probability that it will not advance, ——
However, admitting this was to be the Cafe,

much more. eﬁ"e&ually than by opening this
Trade ; and ' that is either, by grantmg the
Turkey Company Convoys once a Year, and
the I#alian Merchants twice, or more a Year ;
and by keeping a Number of proper - Ships
cruizing on the Coafts of France and Ifaly,

ranean, as to protet our Navigation in that
Bat, if this thould
not prove effeGual, then leerty might be
given, to import. Raw and- Thrown Silk
from every Country, fuppofing it a  good

 Reafon, which is laid down by the Ruffia

Company, for afking this Bill, viz. ¢ Be-
€. caufe they can bring Raw Silk from Ruf-
¢ fiz, -much cheaper than in any other
“ Channel of Trade.”—But however, I can-
not - think the Legiflature will do a Thmg
which they preventcd by an A& of the 6th of

- his late Majefty, (entitled, “ An'A& for pro
% hibiting the Importation of Raw Silk, and

& Mohaxr-Yam of the Produ& or Manu«-

¢ falure of Afis, from any Ports or Places;

¢ in the Streights, or Levant Seas; except
¢ fuch Ports and Places, as are within the
& Dommlons of the Grand Seignior:”) The
= PreambI@

T'am very fure, this Matter may be anfwered

as well to annoy the Enemy. in’ the Mediter-

(63)
Preamble of ‘which runs in thefe Words;
¢« And whereas, at the Time of the paffing

« the faid recited A&, the Subjes of France

i exported very little Woollen Manufa&ure

. mto Turkey, and were then fupplyed with

great Quantities of Woollen Goods from

e Englcznd for their own Ufe ; and likewife
- «« Raw Silks, and other Goods of Turkey,

< which were the Returns of -Engli/b Wool~
¢ len Manufaétures, for all which, the Im-

< portation into:France, was then free' for
¢« the Subjeéts of Englcmd And whereas,

‘¢« the Woollen Manufa&ure in France, has ‘

« fince that Time, been: greatly increafed,
¢¢ and very large Quantities of fuch Goods

- ¢ are now annually imported from thence to -
©s¢ Turkey, in return whereof ' they bring
« from thence Raw Silk, and other Com<

< modities, to Marjeilles, and other Patts in
¢ France ; great Quantities whereof are car-
< ried into I¢aly, and from thence imported
 into Great Britain, 'in Englifb thppmg,

¢« oreatly to the Difcouragement of the

“ Woollen Manufa@ures of Great Britain,
< and the Advancement thereof in France;
< and without fome fpeedy Care therein, the
< Britifb Trade to Turkey will be dally lef~
“¢ fened, and is. in danger of bcmg entlrely
€6 loﬂ' v . o

- Thi;s
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_'Thig Law put a Stop to the Importiticii

into this Kingdom, by Way of Leghorn, of

~ of upwards of 660 Bales of Silk of a Year
-purchafed ‘with French Woollen' Cloths int
Turkey; and for which the French received
Money at Leghorn.—~=And if the Reafon be
a goqd one, “which is affigned by the Ruffia
Company, for the Repeal of fo much of the

A& of Navigation, as to give them Liberty |

to import Raw Silk, from Rufia into this
Kingdom ; certainly, it will be equally as
fufficient a Reafon, to repeal the abovemen-
tioned A& of the 6th of the lateAKing 5 hayf,

‘even to allow the Importation of Raw Silk

from all Countries whatfoever,~~—<But, I
hope never to fee the A¢ of Navigation fo
weakened, unlefs it is firft known by Expe~

- rience, that ‘every Country, from whencé

‘Raw Silk can be imported, has annually ta-
ken off great Quantities of the Product and
Manufature of this Kingdom ;- or, will,
after fuch a Liberty is granted, take off an
additional Value, to the Amount of the Silk
purchafed there.
. But, Sir, how Great Britain is to be fap-
plied with Silk two Ways, cheaper than one,

I cannot fee ; efpecially in Exchange for our

‘Woollen Goods ; unlefs the Traders, both to

Turkey and Ruyffia, are determined to carty
on their refpective Trafficks, though they

-prove never fo difadvantageous to them,——

s This

~ this : will be, the Cafe, in a greater‘De%_r'ce,‘

| Manﬁfa&urcs, ‘and advance that of RaVV:Silak, :

: ( 657) . : R
“This,-Sir; the Ru/ffia’ Merchants have de-
clared they will not do ; and I am: ready to
imagine ' the Turkey Merchants  will be pru-
dent enough to aét in like Manner, . = .

T can eafily perceive, that by this Kifg- |

dom being fupplied from different Conntries,
with- any particular Commodity; fuch Com-"
modity - 'will ‘become cheaper to the Con--
fumer ;- but:am perfectly at'a Lofs how to .
conceive, that.one - Set of Britifb Merchants, -

trading to: Perfia through Ruffa, and ano- -
ther Set, to Perfia through Turkey, with our.

| Woollen Manufactures, can -poffibly be ‘the s
. Means of our purchafing. Perjia Raw Silk, as-
cheap as if there was but one Body of Traders

to that Country only : ‘For, when Traders to'
any one -patticular Country, are either Ri~
vals, or offer Goods to Sale, one againft ano-
ther, through different Channels, the Con-
fequence: muft be, that the JInhabitants® of

fuch -Country, - will not only purchafe the :
Manufacures of this Kingdom much cheap=
“er; but at the fame Time, will alfo fll their

own .Commodities much .dearer ;—— and

wh'e,"n ‘the Goods fent, as well through Tur-
key, as through Ruffia to Perfia, ate “chiefly

o be. exchanged for Raw Silk; -becaufe

this is a' Method of T raffick, which will ne=
ceffarily depreciate. the Price of . the Britifls

I
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Jn’ Perfia ;——{o that I am dfOpinion there
~ 18 nothing can make the Nation amends by -
- the carrying on fiich a Trade ; but it’s fel-

- fadtures, and importing a  much greater

* Quantity of Raw Silk; and that fuch great-
_er Importation be. the Confequence of low-

~ ering.the Price of  Silk to the ManufaGurers,
o as to occafion a larger Exportation  of the

- Silken Manufatures, to Countries not un-

Britain.

¢ this Kingdom with Raw Silk,” when you
recollec, that befides their declaring, in their

¢ Silk, will be cheaper in the Channel of
¢ Trade through Ruffiz, than in any other
¢ Channel of Trade:” It is declared in

¢ Britain in the beft Raw Silk, near 5o per

- ¢ of Turkey. That the Schach’s ‘principal
- ¢ Merchants denied to. all the Turks and -

€<
.€¢

Price.of 20 per Cent. - And that, if the

(66

ling a much greater Quantity of it’s Manu-

der the Dominions of the Crown of Grear

- However, Sir, I believe you will agree with |
- me, That the Rufia Traders are not ferious |

in faying,. * That, by opening this Trade,
““thefe will be a Choice of twoWays to fupply

Petition “ That the Importation of Raw

Paper B, ¢« That the Rufia Company will
“ be able.to inveft their Returns to Greer

[£9

“ Cent, cheaper than at prefent; by the Way

114

*“ Armemans, which came from Tirkey, any
laft Yeéar’s Silk, unlefs at an advanced

5 Turks

. ()
Turks and Armemians {hall be denied the
« Exportation of Gzlan Silks by .the Way

¢« of Turkey; or be obliged to purchafe them
«“ upon fuch unequal Terms, little or no'
¢ Silk will be imported by the Tzrkey Com~
¢ vamv

L %hgs, Sir, I have troubled you with my
. Thoughts, in relation to the Bill depending

~in your Houfe, for opening a Trade to and
from Perfia through Rujfia ; to which I could

“have added many- other Things, proper for

your Confideration, both of a political, as
qul as mercantile Nature ; but having already
taken up too much of your Time, I fhall

- defer ‘mentioning them, until ‘1" have the

- the Honour of feeing you, and in the mean
-~ time am, with Refpe&, :

€

~

N,

SIR,
L Kehji@t&n, |
Fan. 13, 1740, e R ‘
| | Your moft bumble Servant.

| "ERRA4TA4
. PA G E 22. Line 4. for Parport read Purpofe. p. 37.
& L 26, for Manufailures, read Manufaciurers.
P, 53. 1 28, for the read @, p. 64, 1. 3, dele of
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