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Oceaf oned by ;he 5 ,‘

CR AFTSMAN,, &C
il r' great Varxety nef |
DS Pm]eé’ssf that' are’: Jald
¢ before a:; ,Mnmﬂer of
-State, by Perfons who
G ‘; Ne are inceflantly;at Wotk
o for the . igood'ef:the

;'_Pubhck perhaps not altogether Wlth..:«*‘,

 outan Eye to their ‘own, furnith him

~with frequent Occafions, of {howmg .
‘his Penetration and. Sagacuy ‘Eyery
‘Projetor is poffefled with the . high-
~eﬁ Opinion of what: he ‘has to pro-

Az pofe, 'l
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pofe ;. the moﬁ extravagant ‘Error is

. Yoo
. 'r“? )

To diftinguifh between a Prole&or

| nd a Perfon who has really hit up—‘

ori ‘a Beneficial Natlonal Scheme,: - to
reﬁ{’t the Importumty of  the one,
Fand encourage the Labour of the
~other, requires no {mall “degree of
‘Skill and Difcernment; and is not
‘the leaft difficult Part of the, Mini-
fterial Officé.” Impatience, Inattention
| and Pre}udlce, are at leaft as likely
o unake -a
f'ﬂleﬁgn, a8'to’ entertaln one that may
“be Pre]udlmal Ab
o If wewereto: look vb_ k‘
et upon: ‘the: Charallers dand C
- odeé of the; Mmlﬂers, who have been
| "‘mtru{’ced w:lth the Affairs of our own
- “Céuntry, :for: a Century paftiy I dare
{4y, they will appear ratherto have
~ Neglefted, .than' to have too much
T Regarded Propofals for the Benefit of
- the Pubhck It has been: found eafi-

fpoufed with Zeal by its Owner.

elt

Mmlﬁer reJe& a* ufeful

;e{’c and fafe{’c
‘T'rack,. and to treat every Attemptito
K dlfCOVﬁl‘.‘ a new Way -
" and the: Author ‘as. an: Adventurer,
 that-ought to be equipped/with a Ro- -
- .zinante and.a" ‘Helmet. : For this Rea-
{on, when I am told of any Publick -
j-};Scheme, which is {et on Foot by the
 Approbation of the’ Mmlﬁry, T'm al-
. ways difpofed to giveit a fair Hearing:
It fhows, at: leatt,. they
,lg-'the Trouble of an Examlnation. - Of
:this kind, - take it, is:the Deﬁgn
‘}.;»we have: heard Ao muich of, to alter
the Duties.now payable upon the Im-
v.%_jsportatxon of Tobacco and: Wine into
“an: Bxcife: or. Inland.: :Duty; from
“whence Mr. DAm)ers has taken. ocea=
~fion.to: declaim fo.. many ‘Weeks d-
-gainft a GENERAL EXCISE.;
 neral: Excife ‘has a' terrible: Sound,
“but what Relation has. this Deﬁgn to
.a General Excife ?
undertake to: prove, “from, h:s Allu— :

(s)

to. go on in the old

as: Ghimerical,

have taken'

A:Ge-

SWill Mr, D’ ddpvers

N | fion

e
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ﬁorx to a:Serpent’s getting his Head -
into. -2 Hole, ‘that the Excifing two .
~ foreign Commodities more than thofe
:already Excifed; is* laying a General“
-Excife 2 'Will-he undertake to prove
that Two is two Thoufand ? ‘or that
&+ /General: Bxcife muft : nece[famly |
 follow? He may. with equal Candour
| '-~aﬁ‘ert, that becaufe fome Commodities
- pay.a very high Duty 'upon. Importa-
- tionvand Expottation, all Commodi-
- Cties Imported or. Exported or even
;.of our own Growth, will be charged -
~ with the fame hlgh Dutles ; tho every
body ! ‘knows -there are Commodxtles', .
*borh Impotted and Exported notonly
Duty free; but with a:Bounty, And
jwhy? Becaufe the Wifdom ‘of Pat-
- liament has; and always will” diftin-
“gudh and fee when the: Importation
.or Bxportation: is- Advantageous, Ne-
‘ceffary, or Prejudicial, from the Na-
rure and. Kind of Goods, and lay
~the Dutles accoxdmgly “The fam{e .
, Dife

(7)

Diftrimination will doubtlefs be made,
in whatever relates to Trade., . ...~

The laft Regulatlon, of any great
Confequence to Trade,. was made by.
an A& of the 8th of the late King;
where this Diftin&ion, arifing fiom.

the Nature of COII]mOdItICS, feems,

to have been’ obferved with the great-,
eft ]udgment, and Regard to the Trade.
of ‘the ngdom. - By:that A& a,ll :

‘Commoadities of the Growth, Produ&,; J

or ManufaBture of Grear Brisain, may;
be exported Duty-free, _ By the faime |
A&t a Drawback is granted upon Sill,

"_1nanufaé’cured and - exported, Whlch |

as I am; informed,  has: already en-.

-couraged that Trade fo far, that not-

only the mioft. diftant Parts of the
Globe are furnithed with Silk Manue,
fa@cures, partlcularly Stockings, from.
Grear Britain 5 but that we fend thent

to thofe very. Places from Whence we.,

were formerly fupphed In favour
of the Dymg Trade, vthe fame A&,
jiie SN o haS
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* hastaken off the Duties upon Dying-

 Druggs imported. -

*+This, Law I have always -thought

. the moft Advantageous ‘to-the Trade
~ of Great Brirain, of any A that has
 paffed fince the A& of Navigations
@ Law freeing our Manufacturers,’
 and ‘Labourers, from the Burdens®
they then ‘lay under, - and maling:
~them, in fome Meafure, “the Artifi--

¥

cers of the'World, " I cannot but ob-

© ferve, that thefe Regulations ‘were’

* fent Miniftry:: So that when the In-

tereft of the Nation required it, they' -
 have fhown the greateft Readinefs to
take ‘off: Dutles, Whlch,m thls In-'
 flarice, is done fo knowingly; that

o the Kingdom has probably received a

~ Profit, by the Enlargement of its
-~ rade, in Comparifon: of the Pro-"
duce of ‘thofe Duries, ~a Thoufand

fold. Had Mr. D’dnvers flourifhed

%

~ ywhen this Law paffed, .1 doubt gdv

)

NERAL EX€CISE. @

()

| | but ‘he would have ‘been- the ! firft

‘Gainer by ir. He would cert:amly

have -got {everal Crafifmen out of it

- How natural would it have fallen'in ~

his way to fhew, that taking off: Du- -

~ties upon: Importation’ and ‘ExXporta-
. tion ;' nay, not only faking off ‘Dus

ties, but granting Drawbacks, wnbeard
of by any of our Gothick Kings, terided

- to leffen the Cuftoms ; and that there
amuft be a Defign to” make good the
Deficiencies in. the Cuftoms by aGE-

+# As to'the Queftion between Cuf-

- tom'’ and’ Excifes "I will .venture to
-lay down; that the nearer the Duty

- upon any Commodity is paid to the
‘time of “Confumption, the Confumer

‘ ‘;’}nay_%:b.e} afforded that Commodity
‘the cheaper ; and as the Confumer
i the' Perfon that pays all Taxes, in
- that Refpelt the Tax s itfelf leflened
by its being colle€ed as an Excife ;
- At the {fame rime, I muft own that
- the Inconveniencies attending this
BT B

Method | .
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B Méﬂthad, of - Colle&tion would . bfe'i: 10

believe the Defign of a General Ex+
' cifa, never nto jthe. Imagination .of

any OneMan amthe ngdeif unlefs |
M. Dl Anvers has found one fo weak,

" asto'he alarmed by the Cry: he has

endeavoured. to raife by his late Pa-

P hould be apt. to-¢hink that the

CthOd?fOE payin DUthbat the Port,
. ﬁg?‘hby“ waypo}é EgXCIfC, {hould ib@ffﬁté' -
tled “chiefly by two- Coniderations;
Fict, the Eafe and Convenience of
~ the-Dealer.  Secondly, the: effeCtual
fecuring the puty:: fo, ‘as to prevent

Frauds:

il e, this 1t Confders

tion is:as much in favour of thefair |
Dé;é]lé'r',-";as of the Revenue : Théﬁ frau-
* dulent Trader, is -the fair T,rade‘r-’s‘
| gr’eateﬁ "Ehériiy;} -~ The Tqb}a;e:c‘;o Trade .
as the Duties have been and ' are -
now Collefted, - by long Experience
Tds - been found fiable to- exceflive

Frauds,

( vt ) -

‘Frauds, {o great, that the Frauds, )
and' Difcounts allowed tipon the Pre-:

tence of Wafte .and:otherwife, have:
upon a «fair Calculdtion appeated- to-
go.a great-Way. towdrds : anfwering:

‘thé homeé Confumption.. ThelTemp-:
“tation to Frauds in. the.Drawbacks -of

this Commodity is fo great, that it

has beenﬁi}mpra&icabl‘éfto remedy them.
" All this‘time - the fair Trader fuffers's
* he finds’himfelf runderfold at . every

Market s fhc 'Confumer pays-a Price
for the Commodity Aduppofing it has

der is inriched. s oo o :

-

- paidsthe Duty :: the: fraudulent. Tras

. Now; if by ;cha11g11“1wgit‘f‘h:ev Method
of Colle&ting. the Duty -on Tobacco,

thefe unrighteous Gains:may be taken

- away, and: the honeft Profits of Trade

transferfed to the honeft Trader, can -

any -Attempt be “more laudable or
better deferve. the Afliftance of every
Man whois a Friend to Trade. .'The
Duty upon. the Importatjon of: To-

~ bacco at the Port, and which muft be

B2 immes
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= allrnmedlately Paid, or Bonded;’ 18, I

- think; .

fore: fuch Sale, enitered into Bond for

~ the Duty; gives: Credit to the Retailer, -
 both for the Duty, and the- clear Coﬁ '
" of " the ' Commodity.

Credit, which they are obhged to give
 to'thofe they deal with..
 tailer fails:
whole Debt, as well for the Duty, as

"How : many
Merchants have we feen rmned by this

' The Re-~
the Merchant lofes. his

“the clear Value of the Tobacco “His

~ mentof the Bonds : |
loft, and he and-his Famdy undene ; -
and: perhaps a Number of his Friends |
who are bound with hin. - May not |
one reafonably hope to fee fewer In-
ftances of thefe Calamities - brought
upon Sub]e&s {o truly Valuable as the
fair trading Merchant, when-the Cre-

dlt he glves ‘will be fo confiderably

Eﬁate s taken by:an- Extent forxPay-

diminithed,

‘all Difcounts dedu&ed five
- Pence and a FraGion per “Ib. Welght« ,
"Ihe Merchant - who Sells -this :Com-"
 modityto the: Retaller, having, « be-:

Hls ‘Credit 18

~ of it from hence.

" not many Years ago, planted Tobac-"
| co. m Guelderland About nine Years

dlmmxfhed as the Amount ef the .

Dury? What remainsas the clear Coﬂ: .

of the Commodxty, isbuttwo fevenths

~of the Sum he now gives Credit for.
 This, Iani well affured, muft bea |
pleaﬁnc Profpedt 1o all Men, who |
‘have. not-{o far loft the Sentxments of :
) -Humamty,, as to think themfelves R
B unconcerned at the Dlﬂreffes of Other‘ o

Men :

‘Homo fum Humam mbzl me alzenum puto.

The Eafe. this Method W1ll hkemfe be .
~ to the Planter, is worthy the greateﬂ: g
~ Regard and. Confideration. Tobacco is _.;

‘a. Commodity, at prefent cliiefly of the

Produce of our Plantations:;- but has,

‘with the greateﬁ Difficulty,: been pres
 ferved to us: The French have ftill large.
~ Plantations of it in Orange, and other .
- Provinces of: mee, and had made {e-

vere Laws to prevent the Importation.
‘The Dutch had,

. ﬁnCe-
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firiee (unhappily for 'the Crafifman) the
- prefent Miniftry,  touched--with the -
- Reprefentations-of .the decaying Con~
~ dition “of  this great: Branch' of the
* Britifb Commerce, :moved the Parlia-
~ment to allow the whole-Duty paid,

‘to be: drawn back upon Exportation ;

- whereas -before, * a Half - penny per
‘Poiind was retained. :But this- Encous—
© ragement, great as it is, appears not
~to be Sufficient. . -We have read very

lately,” in the Publick Papers, Ac-

“counts- of ' the-déplorable State of Ma-
ryland ; where the” People; from the
Extremity of ' their Diftrefs, = have
 been 'hurried  to- alls: fo: Defperate; -
that they:can beiexceeded only by Sui+ -
- cide.i © They -have gonéabout likea
. Tempeft, deftroying and laying wafte
their own ‘Country 5 fuch:has beeii
- their Difappointment,. {uch the Fruit
“of" their Labour. = “According - to' the
prefent Method of colleCting the Duties
- on Tobacco, they ate paid and fecured
at the feveral Ports of  Importation,

by

by the Faflors to thefe. Planters
from their advancing. f:hf"'r‘bDUfi.eé"s f'?i:a_:' '
confiderable  Charge is brought upon:
‘the Planters which, . when the Mes

| thod of colleting the Duty is change.

ed, they will be entirely eafed of..- 1.
will ‘not fay, the necelfary Charge-
-on the Planter has been often,. eruelly-

- ancreafed. I know feveral Merchants-

WhO are : Men of toomuoh}uﬁic¢
and Honour, to practice any Arts of
this kind, to the Injury of their Cor--
re{pondence. “Tis fufficient to rematk,
that the fair regular Charges upon =
this Occafionare very Grievons, that
they will be taken off, and thatno. -
Pretence will be left for Charges that:.
never were neceflaty, The Ports, -
with regard to this Commiodity; will -

- beas ’Frcei-'Por.tsz.‘.f:Ho-Wgreatly'-muﬁ'

tbig ‘tend to encourage. the Exportae . -
And here, Icannot but lamentthe

melancholy ' State of - another - great
Article of our Commerce; I mean,

- that
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' that of Sugar. For fome Years paft
it has gradually declined. * The - Por-

- sugiiefe bad, formerly, the Trade of

Sugars intirely to themfelwes. - Upon

 the Eftablifhment of our Sugar Iflands

" we gained ‘upon them, by little and
little, and the Country of Brazil pro-
“ducing 4 Commodity which the Por-
“#uguefe thought better worth théirAt=
~tention, we {oon found our felves in
~ Pofis 'fﬁdp'_{(’{)f‘the’ Silg:ar-Trade.{ The
French, for fome Time, gave us little
 Difturbance ;° but of laté, they have
“extended  their Sugar Plantations,
- particularly in St. Domingo, to that
. Degrée, and have, asl am informed,

that they have in a Manner, put us
*iato the fame Condition with the Por-

 suguefe. - But we haveno Gold Mines
~ torefort to. We cannot afford, fupine-

1y, to give up 2 Trade fo Beneficial.

© Weoug t to look: upon the Lofs of a
~Branch of Trade, as' the Lofs of a

" 'Part of -the Dominions of England, as

 the

~ the Lofs of' & Province; -

" had fuch Encouragement from France,

has, indeed, been brought wmder the
Confderation'of Parliarhent; the Re-
medy propofed was thought improper; -

and that whillt it relieved‘onie Part of

His ‘Majefty’s Dominions; ‘it -mighe |

Diftiels another Part : Hew it -mighe
iftrefs another Part. - Howevet, there:

is-a Method  of giving® fome Encous
ragement to this Trade; whichi I can®

not but wili Succefs to, whenever it |

{hé",,ll’"b?f 15;5@6.&1 in Patliarhent’; that
is, 'the following the ‘Exdtnple ‘which -

I mentioned ‘jult-now, with'refpet to ’
PTG el Ml refpectto
the T obaccofTrade,*j" -off/al"lowl;n'gag{l; -

dlc Duty‘to be drawn back upon Ex-
Portatl'()n o ;'I“hfis : may; be ’é@-"‘BeneﬁEi to ]
the Trade, and will be no Diminution
of the Revenue 3 for, 4 the Sugar<,

Trade, without fome Aid, (I wifh this - N

may be Sufficient) - will be moft cer-
tainly confined to our Home Confump- ks
tion’; ‘when none is'AéXPOi‘t’ed;f no In-
creafe to the Revenue can be made by |

the ?DLl_t}{’Lf"ﬁQf ‘drawn back upon Ex- -

- portation,

Ry e e 'x. , - o ,j“l'»: i
“This Mattér: g
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"“Aportatxon. But ‘to return from this
Digreflion, the Alteration in the Man-
ner of Co}le&;ng the Duty on Wines,
wﬂl beattended. withAdvantages which
‘one cannot,;reﬂe& on, without the ut-

- moft Satisfaltion, At prefenr, there is

- a Compoﬁtion called Wine, -and Sold
 toHis Ma}eﬁy sSub]e&s as fuch, which
" has not in'it: one Drop of the Juice of
~ the; Gr4pe. % fT1s indeed much eafier to
. {ay what is- not, - than what is in it.

Subterranepus Preparatlon, can never
b {ufficiently: admired :  With what

| ,Eafe and (‘ertamty do they work it
- up:tobeStrong, Deep, Brngt Frefb, and

fir. for Bottlmg ‘Their Art puts me in
| ‘mmd of a Paffa e in the Frencb Poet.

| 'upqn the Cook pf a Feaﬁ Where he |

was prefent,

- Fainais Empozfonneur m mzeux ﬁm
| - Boileau,

.fon Metier, ' . -

Ihe Artifice. and Dexterlty of  the
| I’erfons concemed in this Myﬁerlous '

. The Duty on- Wme bemg pad at

| the Port, upon Importatlon, ‘this Li=
o | quld B

- reft fair tradmg

he willy
“derable Beneﬁt

‘quid, which never was, perhaps, ot

~of the Cellar where it 1s Sold efcapes,

Duty—free. . As the Law’ now ftands,
the Vendets fave the Dutyy asa kind
of Bounty,  for dzipenimg Wine ' of
théir own making, = This Obfervation
isfo true; thar, I have been informed,
when a’ Vintner fails; his: Wine i s’ of

ten Sold for lefs than the D Duty, the’

it isas found and good as ever, T fhall -
re]mce, ‘when this Law’ ‘takesi Place,

o find, that after pafling aw Evenmg |
agreeably, one may be: the: better for,

it the next Iay and: that: the Ho- ,

Witie Merchant “will
be no.longer a'Sufferer by thefe Prack

~ tices, to which he is an utter Strangera. ~
For, as we may hope, hereafter, 0=
“thing will be called Wine, and drank
as fuch; but what is Wme, it muftall

pals thro the Merchant’s Hands, and
likewife find: no- mconﬁ-

by bemg eafed of
the Payment of the Duities,  which

muﬁ now be pald perhaps a Year or
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. "-two, before his ‘Wi me is fit for Sale. I
,“forbear mﬁﬁmg on the Inereafe of the

* Produiceof the Duties on'thefe Commo- :
e dltles,by varying the Method oof . Col=
~ “le&ing them, which is niow {unk in the

- Pocket of the fraudu]ent Dealer ; be-

Gaufe, 1 think, - this'is a Benefit to the

'Pubhck ‘whichi Mr. D An'uers has . not
,yet thought fit to- deny

This, ‘as I have been informed, has

been attended with a (xaln to the Pub- -
B hck of near 100;000 1. a Year.. But;_-’
that in one of thefe Arti=
cles, even this’ Regulatxon has.not fully,
‘anfwered, and that great Quantities of .
Teaare fill clandeftinely. conveyed to

E grantmg, ;

the Hand> of the Confumer j . there
o has noiw. been 'I1me to {ee the Defe&s

“in this former. Regulation ;. and we.
~that with €.
gard to Wme and Tobacco they may

have Reafon to hope; -

~be

‘But if he
~ has; Experlence has fhewn, that an Al
teration of the Mariner; of Colle&mg
~a‘Duty, may increafe the Duty; asin

the Cafe of Coffee, Tea,. and. Cbocolozte._;

g be avmdcd

made, as the Nature of the: Commo= |

Aeft Purpofes. -

‘ ;lald or an

(31)

and {uch ImprovementS’.

dities will admit. -The Crafsfman.is of
Opinion, ‘the Increafe of the Number
of Officers of the Fxc1fe, may beof
fatal - Confequence ‘even.to . Liberty.

Here, upon.the Suppoﬁnon of aGenes - |
ral Exmfe, “he"raifes ‘his Voice, and

whilft he pretends to be the Defender
of Liberty, profhtutes Her to the bas
“When it fhall - appear,
that a General Excife is defigned to be
y. Step taken which has ‘a-
Tendency that Way, 1 {hall think, with

© Mr. D’dwvers, that we ought to W1th-

ftand fuch an Attempt ; not becaufe

our Liberties will be in Danger from'
a Number of Excife Ofﬁcers ‘but be-
caufe- fuch a Scheme, as it mcludes 2

- Gerzeml Tax on all Commodltles, of

our own Growth, as wellas Forelgn, |

~without any regcud to the Nature of
the Comnmdxty, would be fo deftruc-
tive to the Trade znd Wealth. of the -
| hmoclom, that, hkea laﬁmg Peﬂxlence,, .

e
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it would Confirme, ’till it had nothing

. to prey upon.  But this is too great an

. Extfavagance. to mention ‘Serioufly.

. Give me leave to make fuch. Suppoﬁ- |
~ tions, and I will undertake to prove

anyThmg - As to the Increafe of

- Officers, »in order more EffeCtually to |
“¢olle@t the Duties now Payable on
Wine and ‘Tobacco ;' we may reafona~

~ bly Believe, from the great CEconos

L my and Frugality practiled in the Ma- |

~nagement  of: the Excifes now Paya- |

~ ble, they will be no more than abfo-

lutely Neceffary : -An CEconomy well |

‘wotthy the Imitation of all Perfons

5 A Pt , e At
- of great Fortunes, but I anyvafraid, |

followed by few! 'The greateft Parc
of the Excife Officers, .are Men' who
fubfift upon {mall Sallaries, of 30 ha
Year, or under; and the Addition
' tobe made, on the Occafion we are

~ fpeaking of, muft chiefly be of fuch
Officers,  Are. the Addition ‘of per=

g hdps a Hundred, of thefe Perfons of

. any Con{equence,when by-thei.g? Salla-

(23)

-2 0r 30001 a Year, the: Publickis

like to be a Gainer half as many kun.

~ dred Thoufands a Year? Is this:an Oc-
cafion totalk of Liberty’s being in Darie

‘ger? I would advife Mr. D’ Anvers to be

| a little more Circum{ped in the Ufe
of the Word: Liberty, which he pro-

duces upon all Occafions. ‘He may re-

‘member, the Monofyllable Chupch was B |

bandied about, and madeufe of in

~ much the_'.faijl_je Manner.  And Ican.
‘not apprehend, ‘that it will be any

‘Se”rvi\ce* to the Caufe of Libeity, to |
make the Cry of its being in Danger;

as Ridiculous as was, fome Yearsago,

N

that of the Danger of the Church,
- Mr. D’Anvers has- tranfcribed feve-

ral Paragraphs out of a Pamphlet,

‘whi.chw' he ‘Attributes to Mr. Hampden,
againft Excifes. < I have not had’ the

 good Fortune to fee any more of thay
‘Pamphlet than he has”thought fic to =

| (.Iuowjforﬂ his Purpofe ;- but I rea d~.i,l=y<‘ -

- agree. wich the Author, that Excifes

are
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T TSR T DRI pA '1“
are very difagreable ; foare '_Ltlﬁolng? .
dTaxes of every Denomi-

*and indeed every Denomi=
gation. - But ‘what State can {f_ubh{} |
without them'? They are the Tribute

e Subiedls of every Nation Pay, for . | 0.be thisg I a Go ree,
the Subjecls of every Nation ay, | and the; Laws:are {uffered. to.take

' the . Protetion ‘of ~the Goveinment.

~ noSubjects ought to pay more chear:
lly than Wee of this Iand, ss 10|
: S‘ubjé&s:'l'i‘ve:Lirid’er-‘iofgooda‘arGo\vem- >

© ¢hat Taxes (call them by what Name

 you pleafe) fhipuld be laid with'a due

o RegardtothePubhck ; ,’;"-;I\fmefan‘,f‘thc :
“Eafe of the Poor, the .Suppreﬂ‘lon of

Liiury, and the Increafing our Bx-

. “However, We are not now Argu-

- ingabout the Expediency, or Necefli+
oty of 1aymg a Tax; We are Confi=

deting only the Manner of Colleting
2 Tax already laid. Excifes, 1t feems,
" are Payable in France, and France s an
- Arbitrary Govermmens, which we ought
‘wot 10 imitate. - Are not the-Duties in -
L e H_Olldmi

e

|

erit. © Albithat can be expetted 15,

- Holland chiefly. raifed by way of Ex<
. lee P Arldls -not H‘)lld”d aﬁ'ee GO"
“The. realflate. of  the: Gafe I take. to
1to be this¢<If a Government is Free,

thieir due| Conrfe, without the Inter-
pofition of-any: Powet Supetior, to
‘them, the.Taxes, lajidupon the. Sub-
and without, Oppreffion or Favour.
-Favour is Oppreflion to all Traders,

1 but thofe:to whom 1t 13 fhewnwe |

. theP GO.:P,I.Q pdre-Fr ec \Vould Fr dﬂ,}e

. be Free wete there no-Excifes? ‘would

- the Levying all the Taxes by way.of
'+ Cuftoms;  or Land Tax, _alter  their

+ Conftitution? Excifes do not make

. the Government in-France Arbitrary ;

| - but the; Governments there make Ex-

. cifes, and all Taxes Grievous, by. theix

. being often laid: Unneceflarily,  and
 always collected in an arbitrary Man-
- oher. ;. Can. this be-our- Gafe 2 Let us

D L . argue




" argue from ExPenence 1 Are'we lefs

Free noOW “Bxcifes are pa1d than 1n
the Re1gn of *Charles ‘1. when there

Were no ‘Fxcifes? ‘Has’ My, D Anvers -

glven “one ‘Inftance of Oppre{ﬁon in
‘the Colle&lon of the Extcifes now Pay.

“able? Have they prevented the’ Efta. |

bhfhment “of - our Liberties 2 Nay
‘hive not our’ ’beernes mmeafed wu:h
them'? T metion this Dot fo. {hew
‘that Exc1fes are”an Advantage to'a
Fires ‘Peoplesy but I think: it’ fully

ﬂleWS, they are mot’ Inconﬁﬁem Wlth |

F reedom. S

I never’ heard inot has the C?‘dftf

' mzm produced any one Inﬂance of In-
‘ ‘-juihce, in the' ]udcments siven by ‘the
" 9-Comm1ﬁioners of theExeife. The Laws

Cof Excife ‘have made fome Provifion

againft any Exfor of thefe’ Genflemen,
f‘by allowing ‘an’ Appeal to Perdons ap-
~pointed forthat Purpofe 5 “bue o little
" Reafon has “tliere been to- ‘complain,
that, T'have been informed, there has

o not been three— Appeals brought fii nlce
. , the
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the Afpomtment of that Commlif 1on.
Howéver, as this Objection, to the

* Method of I‘rymg without ]urles, i§
the. only ohe yet produced by Mz

D’ Am;ers ‘that feems to deferve a fe-a '

'rxous Conﬁderatlon. 1 fhall leavex ic to f,

the Determination of thofe by w_hom .

’thxs Law, muﬂ be paffed. The 'I‘ruth”‘ ‘

when I conﬁder how httle Mr.‘

f ? D 4m)¢rs has faid to the Purpofe, . in
‘ 'fo ‘many Papers which he has ﬁlled'

upon this Sub]eé’c and what a difin n-'. -
gentious, peevith, lietle, wranglmg
Genius he bas dzfcovered in them, he

' 0
puts me in mind of a Barrifter, who,

* 1 have been told, conﬂzant]y attended .
the Court of dencery, fome Years ago.

- I know not, whether he was of the
fame Somety with Mr. D dnvers. The

Crafs of this Perfon was, Whatever
Anfwer came under hzs Conﬁderatlon, |
to take Exceptions to it : His {mall

- Talents, by the help of long Praftice,

carried him {o for this Way, that the

- _moﬁ r.eafonable and fansfa@cory An-

D fwer,,v




of Cofts, and himfelf

Weré 6 give my teal Opinion, of the

Caufe of Mr. D 4nvers’s fo"éa(r"ly ftand- :

- R, TH 1 et LI ARSI .¢
“ing up to exert a kind of t‘T.noumt@l(
. Pb?;\fér,i “upon occafion’ ‘of this Law

which has been talked of ; I fhould
 beapt to attribute it to Envy. “Tis

becaufe he thinks it a- Scheme which

: ' fhews a Knowledge and Skill in Afe

fairs, heis loath to fee fo-plainly ma-
- nifefted, by Perfons whom he hdS con-
~ ‘ftantl y endeavoured to. traduce. and

Cllifg, e

. The Confequence we have fom
Ground to hope for from the Increafe
' of the Revenue, ' by a more cffectual

* Method of Colleting it without any
vew Tax, is no lefs than a total Eale

st i . e T o S T v

- fiver, drawn by the moft able and ex-"
 Periénced Lawyet, “' ‘\V(alSif_‘"'{l’}va‘t::ifef;gg?t -
 from his ‘Attack;” f(")l"i}?;:,;ﬂ‘lgh‘f:i"grﬂ’llf‘v |
fion, fome plaufible Pretence, hie would -
- alivays lay hold of, tho' it often ex- -

- pofed “his Clients: to - the Payment
| o 'the ‘Scorn’ .
 and" Contempt “of the-Court. = If T

1ave {fome

was fuppofed to be laid but for a Year, or fo,
: ; . R and -

from the Land Tax ; a Tax which of
lite, “in order to leffen the Merit of.

- taking it off, fome People are grown'

extremely fond of. ' They have been

very loud and publick in their Praits

es of ‘it, ' and have afferted, that all

the Mongy raifed, oughs to be vaifed, on.

Land. -1 will be Ao fair as to own,
that the Gentleman who faid this, did

at-the fame Time, withan Airof Res
colletion, finding the Senfe of the
- Audience fhocked, allow, that an Ex-

R T e Ly A
cepsion might be made of . fome Duties on
Commodities imported meerly for Luxury. =

Such were, upon Recolleltion, I fay,

excepted. Al other Taxes oughs to be
raifed on Land, tho' they came to twelve
Shillings in the Pound. - Now 1T really take this
to be as Capital an Frror,  as was ever afferted -
by a Perfon who pretended to have' fpent any
Time in Reflecting upon the Nature of Taxes, -
- If it be true, that the Neceflaries of Life are -
the laft Things to.be Taxed, or indeed ought,

upon no Emergency, .in no Cafe to be taxed at -

all’s then I dare Affirm, there ought not te be

- -any continued Tax: laid on Land. - ‘Taxing
- Land, is Taxing the Produce of Land; for what-

ever may have been the Cafe, when the Tax
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and Laxdlords had no Opportunity of raifing
 their Rents; ‘yet fince it was found to be other-
wife, and the Land Tax came to be regularly
continued; from Year to Year, the Landlords:

,,,,,,

throughout England in general, in order to re-
imburfe’ themfelves of the Tax, raifed ~their
Rents, the Tennants raifed the Price of their
" Commodities; to énable thém to pay the ad-.
vaiiced Rents, and the Confumer of the Com- -
 muodities came at ‘laft to pay the Tax, the
Lanp Tax. And'who are thefe Confumers?.
Every Perfon in the Kingdom who Eats Bread,
r Beef, or Mutton, or Butter,”or Cheefe, or

~ any thing which is the Produce of Land. " So
that the Land Tax, which fome Gentlemen arg
£ grieved to fee diminifhed, or taken quite off,

* and would gladly fee at twelve Shillings in the

Pound, is equally charged on the Poor, as if ail
Excife, a Name they pretend to dread, were laid,
- on-whatever comesto Market for the Suftenance .-
of the: Poor. : In Effect therefore, while they
pretend to exclaim againft Excifes, they are ar- .
guing for an Excife on all the Neceffaries of Life,
. “The Quotations in the Craft/man, from Mr.

- Lock; ‘are no  way Applicable to' the Queftion
“Whether Duties; oni cértain Foreign Commodi-
ties; inay be beft and moft effeGually raifed, by
paying them at the Time of Importation, or af- -
terwards : ~And this'is the only Matter in Dif-
pute. - The Point which Mr. Lock Confiders is
- this;  Whether Taxing Commodities, which are
" the Produce of the Land: of England, or the
-Land itelf, be ‘moft Eligible ; and that {uch,
‘and fuch only, were the Commodities Mr: Lock
means is evident, even from" Mr. D’ Anvers’s.

(3v) -
rown ‘Quotation, “ If ‘the - Labourers Wages ke -
¢ vaifed, in Proportion to the: increafed Rates of
““ ‘Things, the: Farmer, who pays a Quavter move
“ for Wages, as well as other Things, whilft ke
% fells:bis CORN and ‘W O OL, cither ut the
: ¢ fame Rate, ‘or-lower,’ at :the Mavket . (ifince.the
v Taw laid upon- 1T, makes People 1¢fs: formard
~*to buy) ‘muft bave his Rent ‘abated, &c.”" Can -
~.:sany. thing - be imore Evident :than . Mr:, Lock's
~Meaning, evenin this Paflage of the Graft/man’s
~Adopting. “Does ‘he:not- fuppofe CORN-and

- “WOOL"to betaxed? Inother Parts of this

- ~Difeourf€, »Mr.:Lock: argues’ for a:Tax onHo-
-reign: . Comihodities , without. :regarding, the
_-Manner of Raifing it, -whether, by way: of-Gif~ -
=tom, “or: Excifé ; and-endeavours. 'to’ thew, how
- little a' Tax diminifhes’ their,.Confumption, for
r:bx-_:}:e1ng ‘Dearer, they often become :more Fa-
“fhionable; and: more inRequeft.  He inftances -
-in ;Zf'rezio{{ ‘Wine, - :But'the : Commodities he-ar-
..gues-againft Taxing, he -callsthe Produd of the
S vi‘.armém.sFarm,%'our Native Produi, - Homesmade
Commodities, .Commodities; :fuch’.ds the Landhald-
~evs: Land:and: Induftry: afford bim. -FHow Gandid
M. D’Anvers: -has been; in:his Reprefentation
_-of the:moft Candid of all \Writers, I fubmit-to
" Ithe.Corifideration of. his Admiirers. - Difingenu-
7ity, when a Man dsteading Mr. Lock,-is like
- ~Robbingiina Church. Mr.Hampden's-Arguments
-againft a Gexeral Excife,muftilikewifelbeunder-
o ﬁ:OOd; to be of ‘Excifeston :all sour:Home Com-
- modities. I know noMan that differs from the
Opinion of Mr. Lock, or Mr. Hampden : But I
_Jknow -no. Man,. -except .the . Craft/man, who
--would have. thought of producing their Autho-

R




D (32)
“fity; againft Taxing Commodities of our own
Growth, in .a Queftion about the. Manner of
:Lévying a Tax on two Foreign Cornmoditics 5
“g Tax which has been laid half aCentury.
M. D’ Amvers’s. Quiotation, relating: to tlie
*Qondition of  the Land-holders in Holland, isas
‘little to'the Purpofe. . Whether they are brought
: into it by a-direét Tax on Land, or by a Tax
. “on the Produoe ‘of Land, or ‘by. what: other
- Medns, he has not {liewn’; nor is it Material to
{inquire. ' We ' declare -againft both: - One of
*them We never did bear; sand the: other We,
~ hope 'to get rid.of; ‘notwithftanding Mr.. D’ An-
“ wers’s Labours to'the Contrary. Will attempt -
to prove, that he Diftrefles of the Land-hold-
vers in Holland; iis owing to -their paying:the

* Duty on Wing dnd Tobacco, by way of Excife?
.- Now if by altering the Method of colleCting
¢ the Duties on two foreign Commodities, which
- ~are Superfluous’ (vizx. Wine ‘and Tobacco) .there
© i3 aProfpet of eafing the Kingdom of the Land
Tax, a Tax .which, by inhancing the Necefla-
ries of Life, falls chiefly.'on thé.Poor.: . I think
!“the Miniftry who havg formed;. or-even encou-
vyaged fuchia Defign, 1f:théy can-make it effec-
ctual; will do'the greateft -Service: tosour Trade,
- iby lowering the Price of! Neceflaries,” in:Behalf
+ of the  Poor Manuficturers,;: and puttibg ‘them
: ‘ont of the Danger: of ibeing Und er-foldiin: Fo-
. reign Markets, 'the only effeCtual -Means to, fe-
- cure the Trade'of Great Britain” =i it

* Page o, line 4, fot natural, read natrally. P.710. 1.4
"r. never-entered into. -p. 15. K13 -t, for-Corie-.
<" fpondence, r. Correfpondents. SRR




