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‘B S S A Y, &c

Y T is furely a fingular circumftance,

A that Dr. Price; who is fo confident
that the 1'etu1‘ns for the Englifh Hearth-

tax, (though now difcontinued about

ninety years) when compared with the

prefent returns for the window-tax;,
though of a kind totally diffimilar, are
a fatisfactory ground from  which . to
compute the - population of England
and Wales, ﬂlou]d, ‘at the’ fame: time,

B | be
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be equally confident, that the returns
for the Lrifh ‘Hearth;tax, though ‘con-w
tinued nearly upon the fame footing
from the Revolution to the prefent day,
and therefore properly 'Cdmparablé to-
gether for different periods within the

Compafs' of this interval, do not, how-

~ ever, enable us to judge cither of the

progrefs or actual ftate of the popula-
tion of ‘Ifelaxxd. This, on the very
face of it, appears firangely inconfif-
tent ; and, when we come to eﬁ;aminé
the fa®, we find the truth of _the‘cafc

to be juft the reverfe in both inftances.

"~Thc' Englifb returns, as far as the Doc-

tor has ftated and- co:xﬁderéd ~them,
fcarcely afford any information upon

thefe fubjes at all; the Irifb ones, on

th@

(3)
the contrary, are as full and compleat
to the pdﬁﬂofe, as any thing of the kind
can well be. The former I have
pretty ar.ﬁply‘ difcafled in a feparatc‘
eﬁ"ay 5 the Docor’s account of the lat-
ter is in fubftance as follows: ¢ The
«¢ Trifh returns to the Hearth-tax afford

‘¢ no documentsfrom which a judgment

¢ tolerably correct can be formed of the
« progrefs or pi'efen_t ftate of the popula-
¢ tion of Ireland. All that is known

¢ from them with certaintyis the yearly

‘¢ produce of the tax; the average of

«¢ which being for the laft five years to

“ 1781, £ 60,648, makes the number

)

-

of hearths, (at 2s. per hearth;) to be.

€ 606,480, “Itis fuppofed that a houfe

*¢ may be allowed for every two hearths,

‘Bz_' f"'and.
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¢ and that one third of the houfes are |

¢

¢ excufed on account of poverty ; and
¢t on thefe fuppofitions the number of
¢ houfes will exceed 400,000, and con-
¢« fequently the inhabitants will beabout
'¢¢ 2,000,000.” Admitting the principal
ifaé’i_ here aflerted to be true, zhat no-
thing can be known with cermz'n{y from
“thefe returns but the annual produce of the
“tax, the hyPothetical reafoning ground-
‘ed upozi it is the moft  inapplicable
‘that can be conceived. ~Inftead of
‘there being two hearths upon an ave-
rage to .‘-a.’h'oufc, as is here fuppofed,
“there are actually very little more than
‘one and three tenths; and inftead of
‘one third of the houfes being excufed

~upon account of poverty, there is

{carcely

( 5 )

fcarcely one in twenty-fix *.  Were

it ncccﬁ"ary, both thefe aflfertions might
: ' ‘ eaﬁly

* In England, half the total number of
houfes are excufed upon account of pover-
ty.. This ftriking difference Mr. Beres-

ford juﬁlyrimpu'tes to our fyftem of Poor

Eaws, which has not yet, taken place in

Ireland ‘but the poor continue to be fup—

‘ported by Voluntary contributions, which,

as far as. appears, very well anfwer the
purpofe II fo, 1t 18 Clear‘, that our Iecal
prov1ﬁons for their mamtenance, WhICh

were at ﬁrﬁ probabl y dx&ated by huma-

n1ty, have broucht an, ~annual burden

-upon the kmgdc“n of at leaﬁ tWO mllllons,
beﬁdes depriving the revenue of more than
£ 100,000 a year, Wuhout anfwermc any

other

e



( 6)
eafily be proved ; but the leading fact
itfelf being falfe, the hypothefis ap-
plied toitis of no confequence. And
that the leading fac itfelf is falfe, the
-__fol}owing intelligence fent me by the
_Right ‘Honourable Mr. Beresford firft

commiffioner of thelrith revenues, fuffi-

cxently proves. ¢ I obferve,” fays he,

f-‘ from your letter, that Dr. Price af-

«¢ ferts that ﬁothing is here known with

s¢ ccxt'unty but the produce of the tax.

'“ Thls aﬁemon is certainly xll-ground~

e cd for H fax.e it for gzanted that a ‘

other end than encouraging idlenefs and
'inf"olerlce For after all, our voluntary
‘contwbutlons are fhill, pelhaps, ncarly as.
:conﬁderdble as When they were the onIy

,mode of rehef

¢ man

(7))
st man of Dr. Price’s liberality of fenti-
<¢ ment does not mean to quibble by ad-
¢ hering to the literal fenfe of thefe
¢¢ words ; but muft intend to be under-
¢ ftood, thatin Iréland we have not any
¢ return made/ of houfes, but that we
¢« compute the number of them from

¢« the number of the hearths returned,

« or from the amount of the tax; but

¢¢ the fa@ is, that the hearth-money col-
«¢ Je@or is ordered by his inftructions to

< go at a certain time of the year, and

¢ make an a&ual furvéy of his walk, in-

o« ferting in a ledgér for that purpofe

¢ the number of houfes in each pari{h;
¢ &c. and then, after the walk is thus
¢ furveyed, he is to go it over again, and

¢« colle@ the tax; and, if in fuch fecond

¢s round
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¢¢ round he fhall difcover any new houf:

“¢ not before difcovered, he is to enter it

‘¢ in his ledger. Befides thefe précaua

e 43 ' i 1 4
tions we have a {uperior officer called

¢ a {upervifor, who has generally about
“ four colleGors under him, except in

< P e ° - > .
©“ cities. It is this ofhcer s duty‘ to {fur-

¢ veyat leaft one walk ina year, and to

¢ make a return of his furv"ey, which is

‘¢ 1nt¢nded as a ch'eck. It is clear then

. ¢ that‘,t’here is a return of houfes made

¢¢ in each walk, and that each walk cer-

€¢ & . . o
| _.tam]y contains as many houfes as are

¢ returned ; and it is alfo to be obferved,
¢ that all computations made from the

“¢ number of the hearths, or the amount

s of the tax, unconneted with other in-

¢¢ formation, muft be extremely erro-

¢ neous 3

¢ 9 )

¢ neous ; becaufe itis by concealing the

< former and diminifhing the latter that:

“ the hearth~money colle&or -is en-

¢ abled to commit frauds He may

6c make a true return of - the number

s of houfes, and yet retain a - confi-

13 derab]e propqrtioﬂ OE the zax bya

s falfe return of the number of bedrz‘/a: ;5
¢« whereas if he returned the true num-
«« ber of beartbs he could not de-
€ fraud He is interefted, therefore
“ in makmg a falfe retum of beartbs,

¢ but has no mot‘ve to makc a falfc

“ retarn of/’aazﬁs R
¢  From

* The Pcatutes themfelves, mdeed W'mch

ma&ed the Imfh hearth tax, feem to require
-~ are-
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~ From this account it is eXceeding]y
clear that there is-an a®ual return of

houfés

a return of boufes diftinét from the return of

© bearths. Thefe ftatutes I have not by me,

nor have I ever feen them. But Mr.
Beresford favoured me with extradts from the
only ones immediately on vthe} fubjeé’t, That
paﬁed 1n the 14th and 15th Car. II. chap.
17. and That of the ’17th ahd 18th

Car. II chap ro. The extra&s bemg

long, I content myfelf with thefe references
and with Mr. Beresford’s concluﬁons from
them; which are, « that they clearly pre-

<< feribe, firlt a return of every boufe in every

¢ parifh and next a return of every bearth
¢ in each honfe. ” Onthe contrary, I cannot
..ﬁnd that the Eﬂglz/b I’tatutes, efpeé‘ang ‘

J:he hearth -tax, an01ned cither any fuch

diftini?

(.'11 )

boufes con.ﬁém‘tlyfand regulérly made s

and although thxs return be not per-
’ Cz2 fe&]y

- diffinf? returns, or even any returns of
- boufes at all; but merely the returns of per-
- fons poflefling hearths, ftoves, &c. and the

‘number of bearths, floves, &¢. in their

 refpe@ive pofleffions. Nor have ‘1 been

able to difcover that any fuch judicious

~meafures as above deferibed were ever

adopted by our hearth tax commlﬁioners

for afcertalmng the a&:ual number of houfes

“in England near the time of the Rx_volu«
‘tion. While, therefore, the ri/b hearth-
- tax returns afford fattsfa&ory ground by

which to compute the prefent and paﬁ:

- }populatton of Irekma’ ou/‘ hcarth tax re-

turns gtve Very precartous aﬂli‘tancc for

‘that

' .
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) ‘fcé‘cly and compleatly corre, yet, ‘in
~all pr'oba.bility,‘ it cannot ‘be greatly
‘deﬁcient; The\.furvejor, we fee, has
' _‘no inducement to make it fo; and, if
" he did, ‘t‘he fupervifor would  much
_more eaﬁliy‘ dete&t him, . than he cdu‘ld
in any falfe return of bearths.  So that
-'what Dr. Price afferts to be the only
certamty in ffhe cafe, ‘the annual ’jpfa?
. duce of the fax, turns out to be-the
‘f»gz’mteﬁ ancertainty of all ¥ ; though,
“even this, by the very JudIClOUS me-

"thods repeatedly adopted by Mrg,

f‘ that purpofe with regard to Englzmd and
.f W ala

%1 mean is the moft hk:ely to be deﬁm

"ﬁcxent of what it ought to be.

Bcresford

kiﬁgddma _35 extracted: from the books

(13 0)

~Beresford, bids fair for no - incon-
fiderable degree of correétnefs, -

- The 'number ‘of h:o'ufes -returned
for the whole -kingdom ‘in - the ’yeaxr,
.cndmg at Lady Day, 1781, were .

With one hearth é,« o 4@0,783

With from two to ﬁve hearths
§ 43,980

mcluﬁve, -

“With more than ﬁve, R "'3‘_‘;’,0;98

s Houfes with ‘widows certlﬁcates,

' v%(z. e. ) houfes excufed on ac- >-'f~"-1_7;7%2i,1'

- -¢ount of .poverty,

“Total of every Denomination, 477,602

T'héfe'are ‘the number of houfes, ‘fays
 Mr. Beresford, teturned for the whole

- of
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. of the feveral‘_heartllQmoneyﬁ colle&ors,

according to {urveys by them actually

made agreeably to the above reprefen-

“tations; and thefe houfes each of them

7
(o

‘contain one,  two, or more families,

nay, in the towns, efpecially Dublin,

and that diftrict of it which s called ’,

the beerues, even four, ﬁve, or ﬁx.

Mr Beresfoxd remarks, that the re- o

turns of houf'es in. fome ‘walks of the

8 k#@ngm, are {lill,” he has reafon to: be-

Sey
P

lieve, nearly one-twentieth: deficient,
“and that befides thefe, the hofpxtals, bar—
racks for twélve thoufand foldiers, and

buildings for the refidence of fix or

feven ‘hundred revenue oﬁicers,- are
hkem;e intirely unnoticed. - Upon the

whole,

i
b
{3
5y
b
b

(s ')’

whole, therefore, putting all thefe cir-

- cumftances together, the total \numbci'»

of houfes in the kingdom cannot be
lefs than five hundrcd thoufand 3 ahd
it is equally clear from what is ftated
above, refpecting the contents of egch‘
houfe, and from what Mr. Beresfo‘rd‘,
has elfewhere dbfé'rved concerning the

extreme populoufnefs of their fmalleft

- and pooreft huts, that the average num-

ber of perfons to a houfe cannot be
lefs than five: Acovnfequently, the prie#
fent p’ophlétio.n‘of Ireland A‘muﬂt'z'i-
mount to at lealt two m1]11ons and a

half *, |
As

% Dr. Price informs us, P.S. to Rev.

Paym‘. page 320, that a furvey of Belfaft

was
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As to the progrefs it has made in

"the courfe of the laft hundred years,

o apret-«

was - made in January, 1782, from which

it appeared that - that ‘town conﬁ{’ced of '

2026 houfes, containing 1310 5 inhabitants.

Thls makes nearly 6: perfons to a houfe.
In the town of Mancheﬂ:er, one of the mofk
‘flourifhing we have, there are but, about 6%
I have elfewhere proved that the average

of perfons to a houfe in Enorland ex-

o clufive of London, is about §3. From

- this comparlfon of the number of per-

fons to a houfe in Belfaf.’c and Manchef

ter, may we not conclude, with fome pro-

 bability at lea{’c that the average of per-

fons toa houfe in Ireland mcludmg Dub-

' hn-, ‘cannot be lefs than §3. T hls ad-

mltted

( 7 )
a pretty fatisfactory eftimate ‘may Bc |
formed from various data. According to
an account in the Philofophical Tranf.
Vol. IIL p. 666, and given us likewife
by Dr. Price, P. S. Rev. Paym®. Vol. |
II. p. 309. the number of'people,ixfl. A
Ireland in 1695 did not much exceed
a million; they are of courfe fince
that time more than doubl_cd.. o B»u_tv
from the very wording of this account
it feems to have been rather a random
computatxon 5 and, therefore, - whén

conﬁdcrcd in 1tfe]f alone, not to.be

mitted, the prefent p0pul’atxon of “that
kmgdom cannot be lefs than two mil-
Yions and three quarters,

‘D implicitly
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implicitly relied upon. It is, how-
ever, in fome meafure confirmed by
the - comparative product “of the tax
near the two periodsin queftion. - Mr.
Chalmers, in his . excellent eﬁimate‘,
&c. p. 193 of thc Appendix, from an
accurate document (a), informs us
that upon a medigm of five years,

ending with 1687,

The annual tax amounted to £ 32,416
Qn a medium of »three.years,' % ‘: %2"457
ending with 1732,~ -~ RN
On a medium of feven years, } 50,368
~ ending with 1777, - 3
In the year 1778 it produced - 61,‘@&6

'(e) Bibl, Hatl, Brit, Mu, No. 4.

In

' commiffionier of the reve-

(19 ) |
In the year 1779 (4), - 60,617

On a medium of five years, .
ending with 1781, as ftated » 60,648
above by Dr. Price, -

In '1781, as fen_t: me from the".
hearth-tax office by the firft] ‘,

. ‘ r 63,820

"hues, el a0 .4

* From all thefe accounts, the autlieri

ticity of which admits of no doubt,

it ‘appéar‘s that t’hdpfbduée of the tax,
and, with the allowances above fug-

gefted, the population of the kingdons,

~ have been conftantly increafing during

the laft hundred years, and that -they

(%) Appendix to Young’s Tour,

D2 | are
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~ From this Table a variéty of 'im-~

portant conclufions feem fairly deduci-

ble. 'The houfes in 1772, we fee, were

twiceas many as in 1 672 and one-fourth

over; and, allowing 5 perfons to a
houfe, the number of inhabitants in

1672 was about a mxlhon, in 1772

more than two mllhons. The poorer |

- people appear to have been more than

doubled ; ~’t_he rank next above them,
or that inhabiting houfes with two and
three hearths, to have been multipliéd

~almoft five times ; thofc dwelling in

houfes from four to fix hearths almoﬁ;
tripled, as well as the orders next
above them ; and the hlgheﬁ: rank of
all, or that of perfons 1nhab1tmg houfes
Whmh contam above twenty hearths,

was

( 23 )

' was augmented,more than eight. times.
The total population of the kingdom

feems to have been more than doubled

in the courfe of the hundred years, and ',

“as the fuperior kind of houfes were

increafed four,. five, fix, and - even

eight times, 'its 'wealth and ri'ches'in

all probablhty, were five, or [ix; oreven

“eight times as great in the latter of

the two mentioned periods, as in- the

~ former.

. 'The ~abovc'eﬁimé{tes of the {prefgﬂt

and »vpaﬁ: population of Ireland, though

they pretend not to perfed correénefs,

‘are founded, however, upon fuch data, -

 that they cannot be very wide of the

truth ‘Had Doctor Price ptodaced as
good




( 24 ) |
good ones of the number of people in
England and Wales, either from- the
returns of houfes at the Taxeoﬁicc,"v or
from ' any otb'éf, : principles,f I thould
moft readily have acquiefced in them
asfuﬂic’:-iently accurate.. And, I can-

not hélp remarking,- by way of ge-

neral conclufion from the whole, that

if the population, the wealth and: pro~

Aperity of Ireland have been fo clearly,
fo certainly and greatly increafed; we
muft violate every rule of analogy to
- ﬁlppofe that Exglond, which  is= fo
clofely conne@ed with her, and: poffef-
fed, perhaps of flill fuperior advantages,

fhould not - alfo, .in" every one of thefe

PartiCtlla.ts, have made, in fome degree;

~a fimilar '»a.d,va:ﬁ.cé, PN
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ENQUIRY, &

CARCE L Y any thmg at all
conneéed with the improvements

of modern agriculture, has been more

~ eagerly contefted, or more amply dif-

cuflfed, than the advantages or difad%

vantages of Enclofures with 1efpeé’c to

. their influence on Popu!atlon.i qu

Price has uniformly maintained thelr

1mmed1ate " and powerful tendency ’

‘io depopulate,,and has printed and
o B 1eprmwc§

e e e
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reprinted accounts to confirm and

eftablith this idea, without feeming to
have at all attended to the accounts, of
equal authenticity, repeatedly given on
the other fide of the queftion. Such
pértial reprefentations are oﬂly calcu-
lated to miflead. In his late edition
of Réyerﬁonary Payments, “after a
difmal detail of the pernicious confe-
quences of Enr‘lofures, (Vol.1I.p.269.)
he obferves, that he can fcarcely thmk
of any thmg that fhould be more

alarmmg, and excla1ms, € How afto-

“ nifhing is it, that our Parliament, |
e * inftead of apylylng any Lemedy to‘
¢ thefe evﬂs, fhould chufe to promote

“ them, by paﬂin , every year,. bills al-

»“ moﬁ: Wlthoui, nu mber fox. new Enclo-

€< {ures ! P’

(3 )

¢ fures 1”7 If  the accounts he had

given were not only true, but ftated
in all their attendant circumances

and effects, and the fame were ftrictly

‘applicable’ to all, or only the greater
‘part of, the Enclofures which have
-taken place duri_ri g the laft thirty years,
there would, indeed, be fome founda-

_tion for fuch complaints and exclama-

tions ; and we could not form any very

favourable conception of the judgment
-or patriotifm of our fucceflive repre-
A{entatives. . But before wc admit con-
- clufions fo very difhonourable to any
- part Jof 6ur“ legiflature, let us fairly
- examine: the  feveral articles of éhc

Dodor’s information, as well as that

B2 given




( 4 )

given by others of ‘a different and
| ‘oppofite tenour, |

And firft, as to the Dollor’s com-

-'rnunicaytions'; “he tells us, Vol. IL
p. 267. that ““he had lately received
< an account of a large common-field
-<¢ in Leicefterfhire, which ufed to pfo-
<« duce 8oo quarters of corn, beﬁd’és

e mavntammg 200 cattle, which now,

<< in confequence of being' inclofed, and

e getting into fewer hands, pmduces

¢ little or no corn, and malntams no
s¢ more cattle than before, though the
“ rents are conﬁderably:f :advanced_».”
This account feems to carry its own

refutation along with it. It had alfo

been p;mtcd bcfo"c, and in my ap-

prehen fion,

| ( 5)
prehenfion, fatisfaGorily anfwered by
Mr. Arthur Young, in his Political

‘Arithmetick, p. 146. ¢ If the Doc-

¢ tor,” fays he, ¢ had formed his

-¢¢ tables on no bcttér'authority than

< this,  they would not -have been

¢ very famous. Rents raifed, —corRt
e dz/ézppeczrcd ———cattle not mcre&yéd !
¢ What are we to think of {uch faés 2
~s¢ ¥ travelled through ° Leicefterthire
~¢¢ and Northamptonthire, and not, 1
- ¢¢ think, without aiﬁtention; I faw
< greattra&ts of country enfﬂofedv and

~¢¢ Jaid from arable to grafs ; but I faw

s in the graziers fields™ {uch herds of

¢ fat fheep and oxen, as delighted

s¢ the cye.mThe gencxal ty of thele |

¢ lands

e e ey
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<¢ lands “are ftocked at the rate of a
“ large ox, and 2; fheep to every two
¢ acres; and the foil does fo well in

< grafs, that‘*_\thﬁey fat large fheep the

- ¢¢ winter through. Before the Enclo-

¢ fure, thofe lands were managed in

¢¢ the courfe of fallow, wheat, and

< fpring-corn.  How, in the name of

“¢wonder, -were fat fheep- and oxen

~¢¢.then kept ?~Upon the fallows Pem

¢ or upon i—’s‘raw,?i ‘That corn difap-
~¢¢ pears is moft certain, but that it
¢¢3is amply made up by.beef and

“¢¢ mutton is equally certain.” . This

~is furely, to fay the leaft of it, as good

“and ‘,‘fatisfaé’cory information - as | the

- Do&or’s.
o L But

(7))

But the DoCtor further informs us,
Jrom the Reverend Mr. Addz'ﬂgton’s
Enquiry into the Reafons for and agaz'n/f |
enclofing open Fields, publifbed in 1772,
Jor Mr. Bucklond, Pater-nofier Row,
¢ that the new inclofed lordthips are
¢ turned into paﬁufage 5 m confe~
¢ quence of which many lordfhipé
“ have ‘now . not 5o acres plo'ugﬁed
¢ yearly, in which 1500, or at leaft

¢ 1000 were ploughed formerly ; and

¢¢ {carce an ear of corn is now to be .

“ feen in fome that bore hundieds of
“ quarters.” Granting all th»-is‘ to be
true, it naturally occurs, how many--
more fheep and oxen were now fed
and fattened than before ? How much
more - beef and mutton ' produced

What
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What greater quantities of wool,
hides, tallow, &c. how manv hands

employed in manufa&urma thefe ?

How many perfons, m different phces,

clothed, fed, and fuppmted? This

we are not informed, and yet without
this, all the reft, as far as populanon
is concerned and indeed even tillage,
in other quarters, conveys very little

inftru&ion. ¢ But,” contmues Mr.

Addington, ¢ the effects of thefe En-

- <t clofures are fo feverely felt, that
< worle wheat has lately ,bee‘n fold
“ in thefe ~counties‘ of Leicefter and
‘¢ Northampto’n,’ on an average at 7Se
< or 7s. 6d. the Winchefter buthel,

¢ for . many months together, than

“ ufed to be fold for 3s. 6d.or 4s.”
How

(9 )
How extremely little is all this to the
purpofe! Who does not know that.

m the beft corn counties in the king-

dom, where there has been ne1ther

~recent inclofures, nor. converﬁon of

tlllage into pafture, wheat has been
fold for months together, not only at

VA bufhel, but even 8 or gs.. of an

inferior quahty likewife to what was
purchafed the year before, or perhaps

the year affer, not merely for 3 or 4s.. |
but half a crown ? But fuppofing the |
above extravagant price of grain s be

the: permcmem‘ effe& of the Enclofures,

.and of the confequent exchangc of
tillage for pafture, the evil would very

foon cure it{elf. The farmer, confi-

dcnt of thc valt advantage of growing

C . corp,




RIS o

it ey

( 10 )

com,,‘w'ouid‘ fell off his fheep and oxen,

break up his meadows, fow them with

' whmt, and in the room of 50 acres,

you would foon again have 1500 and
1000 h:/bels gf corn far a /mgle

ear,

But w“at xmmedxately follows 1n
the fame writer is more dire&ly to

the prefeat purpofe. ¢ The decreafe‘

«¢ of dnbabitants, in almo(’c all the en-

¢ clofed villages,” fays he, < in Whlch
¢ they ‘have no confiderable manufac~
¢ ture, is obvious to be remarked by

s every one who. 'knewvtheir {tate

$¢ 20 or 30 years ago, and fees them

¢ now. The roin of former dwelling-
ss houfes, barns, {tables, &c. fhews
’ ¢ every

)

¢_every one who pafles through them

¢ that they were once better inhabited,
¢ A hundred houfes and families
¢ have dwindled into eight or ten.
¢« The land-holders are very few iIn
“ molt pamfbes that have been enclofed.

< only 1¢ or 20 years, in comparifon

¢ of the numbers which occupied

¢ them in their open field ftate. It
‘¢ is no uncommon thmg to fee four
¢ or five wealthy graziers enﬂroﬁing a
¢ large enclofed lordfhip, Wme.é;was

s befofc in the hands oflz'o_je}irg@

¢ farmers, and as many fmaller tenanis

“ and propuctors 3 all thefa are hereby

¢ thrown out of their hvmgs,vmb

¢ their famlhes, tha‘t were employed or

o fupported by them.” All this may

C 2 . | be
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be very -true; and, the following‘éc#
~count, which I. ‘myfelf received from
a correfpondent in Lelceﬁerﬂnre, of

fimilar purport, is ftill more pomted

and determinate. ¢ As to Enclo-

| “'fu"res,” fays he, ¢¢ I can mention two
¢¢ villages in this courity-within two
¢ miles of each other, Wjflow and
“F (yi'ozz, which formerly contained 34.
“or 35 dwelhngs ; but by Enclofure,
RL Foﬂo;z is reduced to “three habita-
¢ txons, “the palfonage hou{'e accom-

¢¢ modates ‘one. family, and the two

¢ other buxldmgs are occupled by

s¢ {hepherds, who manage the flock
¢ for théir diftant renters,y as the' whole
-« lox'dmip ‘belongs to one perfon.
* And as to Wiffow, the 34 manﬁono

¢¢ haye

P
H
¢
1
i
H
!
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¢ have vanithed in a very few years,
¢ and no dwelling remains but the
¢ late Sir Charles Halford’s hall-houfe,
*¢ who owned the lordthip; and thefe

¢ are called improvements ; for double

¢ and treble rents enfue, and double

¢ or treble the old value of land and

¢¢ houfe rents, and fo of provifions.”

What became, it is natural to afk, of
thefe wanifbed inbabitants, and who

took off thefe dncreafed provifions? -
" My correfpondent has clearly fuggeft-
ed the anfwer 'in another part of - his

~letter‘,‘ and which is, indeed, equally

applicable to the preceding account,

-'given by Dr. Price from Mr. Adding-

ton. ¢ ManufaGure,” fays he, ¢< has

4 guerpeopled Leicefterfhire.  Almoft

¢ every
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‘¢ every - village - uninclofed  is ch1eﬂy
¢ inhabited by ‘Woolcombms, and
A‘,‘ Frame-work Kanitters ; and though
“ we .‘poﬁ"efs ‘a rich {oil, ‘Ru’dan‘d' and
¢ Northamptonfhire corn arrives in vaft
%6 quantltleb ; and is ufually very seafonm
¢« able, as well as butter. RBut cheefe,
<« notwithftanding a vaft produce of
<« our . own, s {wept away at our
“ fairs by-faé’cor@“ahd is rather dear.”
“This needs no comment ; the conclu-
{ions are obvious ; dlmmunon of tillage
-and inhabitants in one place ; the confe-
quent increafe of them in another 5 the
multiplication of iheep and oxen in
the County of Leicefter, brings corn in
“abundance from thofe of Northampton
and Rutland, and no article remains
~ dear,

( 15 )

- dear, but that ‘produced on the fpot,

which is fent off to fll the multxphed

mouths in other quarters.

Similar intelligénee to the above T
could produce from letters now lying
befor¢ me with regard to inclofures in
thve_Co}unties of Bucks, Bea}%m’, VDerﬁy,',
Wilts, Hants, &e. but the detail would
be tedious, and I muft beg leave to
obferve, that for one account of this

difadvantageous kind, I have, I believe’ :

‘V«-two or three of a direCly oppoﬁte te-

nour, in which the increafe of maabl-«

tants from mciofm'cs is qffelted 'md
Proved ‘ Inﬁcead, uOWuVCF of boi.h
the one and the other, fhall only gwe
a few Paffa%s from M. Arthur

. Yeﬁlagz :
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Young, which may ferve as a con~

traft- to all the above unfavourable

’ﬁatements,‘and which may juftly iay

claxm to pzutlculat credit ‘and atten=

tion, as coming from a per[on of more

extenﬁve obfervanon in thefe matters

-~ than, perhaps, any other man in Eng-
" 1and, and to whofe many valuable pub-

lications, refpe@ing agricultural im-

- provements, this kingdom is under the

higheft obligation,

-« It may be laid down asa maxim,”

:iays he, ¢ Pol. Arith. P. 198 thatk

«¢ without Inclofures there can be no
< good hufbandry : while a country is
s 1a1d out in open ficlds, every farmer

« txed ‘down to the hufbandry of his
R | “¢ ﬂovenly

( 17 )

< flovenly neighb’our, itis ﬁmpiy :im-' ‘

e 'poﬁible"that égrioulture thould flou-

¢« rith.,”  And in p. 149, he obfereS',
¢ Dr. Price an'd the other Writers who

& "aﬁ"me us we ﬂlould throw down our

“ hedges, and wafte one thlrd of our

< farms in a ‘barren fa]low, by way

o« of makmg beef and mutton cheap,

e will conﬁne themfelves to the In-

< clofurcs that have c’onverte\d‘ arable

“ to grafs: What fay they ito_,'thofc

¢ which have changed grafs to ara-

“ ble? They choofe to be ﬁlcnt I
« do not complehend the amufement |
‘f‘ that is found in conf’tantly lookmg
L f'»at thofe obje&s Whlch are fuppofed

“ t to be gloomy, and in regulaxly la-

| “ mentmg the evils that furround us,

D = though
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¢ 1_though they ﬂow ﬁom caufes. whlch
_fhower down much fupenor blef- -
.“'wﬁ‘ngs ~ When Illoov!; around me in
““ this countfy, I think I évery where
_};fee fo great and animating a pro-
__fpeé't, that the {mall fpecks wlnch
“ ‘may be dzfcerned in the hemifphexe

T

' are Ioﬁ m the bulhancy that fui-

,tam over the 1llummcd fcene, and

Ieave nothmg to V1eW but the mem

i fhades of fo fp}end d a fcene

Rl Wbat Wll] mefe Gentlemen fay
’to the Enclofures in Norfolk Suf--
folk, Nottmghamﬁnre, Derbyfhn'e,
“;meolnfhxre, Yorkﬂnre, and a]l the
Northem Countms? What fay i:hey

“ tQ

&%

“g¢
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to the Sands of Norfolk, Suffolk,

Nottinghamthire, which yield corn,
and mutton, and beef' by the force

of Encl ﬁzre alone? What fay thcy |

to the Wolds of York and meoln,

Wthh from barren heaths at 19 an

acre, are, by Enclofure alone, render- ;
“ ed proﬁtable‘farm\s ? Aﬂc Sir C¢C‘ll .

-Wr'ayi,‘”'i'f,‘ Witho’ut En’d@furc,’ he
;A‘Could,édvance‘his héat-hs‘byA fan-

foine from 1s. to 20s. an acre ?

What fay they to the vaft trals i
“the Peak of Derby, Whi‘ch'by'E;'g;

%€ clofure alone, are changed from black

€5

re’gioné of -Ling, to fertile fields

¢ covered with cattle ? What fa}f they -

- to the improvement of moors in the

D 2 ¢« northern
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<« northern counties, where Encloﬁire-s

¢¢ alone have m;ide thofe counties fmile

-« with culture, which before were

e \dx"eafy.a_s night? What have thefe
g gentlemen to fay to thefé inftances ?
.f?“C_annovt‘«j they ‘maoage ‘to aflure us
<« the profpe&'is;devl»uﬁye“? Hear how
¢ },t.hey ére cha‘ra&er_i’fed.v‘ Enclofures

< of wafte or commons would be ufe-

<« ful, if divided into fiall allotments,

__ “ and given up to be occupied at mo-

¢ derate rent by the poor. But e

4

e

befides leflening the produce of fine

“ Wool, they bear hard on the poor,
“ by depriving them of part of

“ their {uohﬁcme, and go towards

< the increaling of farms already too

6§ Iarge.'

| _““'zo;z,' we muﬂ: know whethcr the

b

{21 )

¢ large, the advantages attendmg

<¢ them may not much exceed the dif=

¢« advantages *.” ¢ Hence,” fays Mr.

Young “ we ﬁnd all thefe i improve-

e ments very equivocal. Before it is
¢ allowed that the converting ling to
« corn- is beneﬁcml, it muft be pre-

¢ vioufly afked, if the improventent

¢ is Wrought by that ghoﬁly obje&

< of dread and 'terror, « great farmer ;

- ‘;?"':befor_e it is acknowledged right to
. ¢ make that fand which would not

¢ feed méézt.r produce éegf' and muf-

~* Note, p. 270. Rev Payments, 4th Edm

E prmted befox e.

‘¢ poor
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« poor were depnved of part of their
- << fubfiftence ; before you will {ubmit

¢ to change the heaths of Lincoln to

<¢ fertile fields of fanfoine, you muft
“ demand were “the allotments Jmall 2
< I muft own it is with aﬂomfhment
« that I thus fee fupenor minds f’coop-
 *'ing to pre)udxces fo }meorthy of
& their abxhues 1 >

- From

j; Wnat mﬁuence all tlns, and much
more m “the fame {’cram, equally pomted

* and forcible; has had upon the fentiments "

of Dr, Price, is pretty clear from his re-

printing what he had before publithed, and
taking no notice of what had-been ad-

vanced

( 23 )

- From 4 candid review of the above
oppofite repréfentations' and reafoniﬁgs,i
it appeared to meé undeniable that
Enc]ofures‘, accordmg to pamcular‘,
urcumi’cances, are attenaed with greaif
\advantages and great dxfadvantaf*es re-

fpeéhng the grand objeé’c of enquxry,!, |

‘1t was not abfolutely certam and free

from all poﬁibﬂlty of' controverfy,i |
‘Wthh of the two, m the vaft. num-«,-

ber of Enclofures Wthh had taken

placc in this- kmOdom, during the laft
20 or 30 years, had been moft nume-

| 2

vanced in anfwer by this experienced and

practical writer, -

rous

\
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rous and prevalent. Probability, in-
deed, feemed ftrongly on the favour-
able fide. I thought, howcver, that
1 fhould be much ‘more. clear in. thlS
pomt, if 1T could _procure the- anpual

Ieclf’cers of bapufms m thc pam{hes»
recently inclofed . durmo the lai’c 20
| ycars._ If thefe parxfhes, when taken,

in the aggregate, were not matenally
decrecgﬁ’d it vvouId be a {hong pre~
fumptmn that Endofures had advanced
our total Populatxon 3 (becaufe it was

an undoubted L& that in fome few
places, where 0pen cultlvated ﬁelds’

had been converted mto ‘paftures, the

number of inhabitants on thofe parti=-

cular fpots had been greatly leflened) =

~If they were a&ually not at @/l dimi-

ngjfsea’




" The number of Baptifms during two period

fecond with 1775, in a great number of re

‘ [Ta fuce o 6.
s of five years each, the firft beginning with 1760, the
cently enclofed parithes, from different counties, together

 with the Baptifms in other parithes not recertly enclofe

d, in the ame counties refpectively.

Bapti{msin Parifhes late- || Baptifms in Parifhes not
L ' ly enclofed. lately enclofed.
COUNTIE S -EA =
%‘% ift Period, | ad Period. %g tft Period. | 2d Period.
Northumberland - L —_ — 2 | 349 | 441 .{| 32 6302
Durham — — — — 3] 525 | 600 %o‘ gg;z '3202 |
Cumberland . — | —_ 31 956| 1147 || 20 | 2431 | 2823
Shropthire —_— C— - 3| 390 517 || 17 | 1729 | 1782
Norfolk =~ = — — — 81 447 | 558 |l 69 | 4384 | 5224
Effex — — —. 2| 165) 243 || 19 | 1517 | 1920
Bedford C— —— — — 31 151} 221 61 981 | o935
Bucks — — — 41 343 | 335 8 | 1490 | 1748
Leicefter - — — 7 | 1255 | 1450 || 8 | 1021 | 1340
Stafford - e S — 2| 320| 356 || 10| 2304 | 2860
Warwick — =— — — 12 | 1269 | 1609 7 | 1154 | 1446
Derby and Berks =~ = — o 51 540 621 || 25 zxgé 2413
Middlefex e — | — I 41 47 41 827 | 1073
Worcefter _— o - -7 | 1490} 1946 || 17 | 2011 | 2493
Gloucefter — | e — 10 | 4631 88 |l1y5|13163 {14639
Wilts e = — 13 | 1888 | 2187 || 48 | 5774 | 4210
Hants — e . I 267 |l 15} 3008 | 3374
Totals | 89 JioBog [13138 || 4901 52731 | 57984

Increafed nearly as 100 to 121 || as 100 to 109




o z5)

A‘ﬁfzg’/bed, but even very much iicreafed,
‘the 'c'on‘c‘luﬁon would be ftronger ftill ;
if; finally, they were tot only izcreafed,
but szcreafed even mote than thofe pa-
tithes which had nof been recently en-

clofed, it would amount to very little |

lefs than abfolute demonftration. In
purfuit of thefe ideas I 'immediatdy
~ procured a lift of the Enclofure-bills,

from the Jourhals of the_,Houfé of
Commc’)ns; ‘and found, to my furprize,

that, they amounted to very near

a thoufand, between the year 1750
and 1781. I foon difpatched gbout
about 5oo letters to the clergy of the

enclofed parifhes, omitting however the

. counties of Nottingham, York, and
o Lancafter,

P
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they have much increafed it. It is

alfo to be obferved, that the in-
creafc from hence arifing is certainly
greater than here appears; becaufe
thofe Enclofux\es_ which converted ara-,
ble to pafture, muft have leflened the
employment of the inhabitants,’ and
~of c0urfé»the_i‘r,ynumb_er,;;in the feveral |

parifhes. in which they refpectively

took - place, and proportionably aug-- |
mented and employed thofe in  pa=-
rifhes there Enclofures had zzoz"taken :

placc It may be faid, perhaps, that

the increafe of the enclofed parxfhes»
may have been occafioned by caufes
totally diftin& from the Enclofures.
1 make no doubt but that with regard
to fome of them this has really been
the cafe; but then it thould be remem-
bered, that there is no reafon to {uppofe -
- | that

( 29 )

that the fame caufes have not operated

likewife in' the non-énclofed patifhes,

‘and- -confequently that’ the d/ ifference:. of |

the increafe, and even ﬂzam than that dif-

ference, for the reafon juft now affigned,

muft have - arifen’ from the Enclofures

alone. Had indeed an Enclofure of only

5~o"‘ or 6o "acr'es,'k'bélbﬁging“ to" fuch ‘a4

| ‘town as Bummgham, been mcluded in

my lift of enclofed panfhes, ‘that alone
might have turned the balance on the
favourable fide, and nearly "-défh"oyéd
the argument ; as’ the prodigious aug-
mentation of people there has doubtlefs
been - occafioned - by the enormous

gxowt'h.of its manufa@ures, which,

Ny il'ov'v-'eivér, " the vaft improvements - of

agx Lcultur@ have helped to fupport and

mamtam.

o v S S SRR et i 55 e B
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 maintain.” But nofuch towns are in-

cluded:s; T took -in: merely country

panﬂ)es and market; towns of the come

mon: fize and defmptlon, as they hap-
penedito:arife. . The towns of Sheffield,
Manchefter, Liverpool, &e. I nged not
fayaﬁé excluded, as I admitted not a

: ﬁnglc_—.‘\par;iih :enclpfed_; or uncpclgfcd?

from the counties. of either York . or

Lancafter. = - . -~

- 'That Enclofures have increafed: our
Poioﬁlaﬁo’n is alfo fairly dedueible from
the militia returns for- the county of
| ‘Rautland. Mr. J. Bramﬁon, clerk of the
‘Militia meetings there, has . favoured
‘me thh the number of men liable to

ferve . m every- pauih r@fp@@ﬂ?l}

through-

( 31 )

ahroughout the COunty, from the year

| 1759 t0 1779, both inclufive,

"This ‘county confifts- of -§6 or 87

-parithes.  Of thefe 10 have ‘been en-
“clofed within -the laft:25 years, .'avnd
‘which, in point of ~population, {eem.to
-comprehend about a-fourth. part of the

whole, . Now - fuppoﬁng ‘the total
ﬂumbcr ‘of. mhabnants to . remain the

fame, 'and the -exemptions from., this
'fcrvace to -continue mvar:able, the re-
_:mms of men-liable to ferve muft,. for |
- fome time, pespetually decreafe, as the
perfons who. have once ferved are €X
-eufed for the future.\ But befides thxs |
caufe of dxmmutwn, ‘the exemptions

from. fervice ﬁnee the year.1759 ‘have

been
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been’ 'greéﬂyr' multiplied. From both

~ caufes jointly, t‘hé}vrct’ums for 1779 muft

be vaftly lefs than that in 1759, unlefs a

""pro'digi‘ous increafe of people has taken
“place. But thefe caufes of decreafe have
‘extended umformly to every part of
the county, the. recently enclofed pa-
‘ithes as well as the others; confequent—
'“ Iy, if the Populatxon has been unvarled
‘the proportxon of decreafe in the returns g
'muﬁ be unvaned likewife. Now the

retums of men- hablc to ferve in 17 59 |

in the 47 parifhes, which have not been
“fince inclofed, amounted to 1773 3 the
retums for the fame in 1779 were i 196

1.e. they were decreafed nearly in the

g)roportxon of 148 to 100. The returns

“for the ten pam;(hes inclofed within the
laft

( 33 )
Iéﬂ 2 5 years; at the fame two periods
refpectively, were 557 and 3 975 which

‘is'a decreafe in the ratio of only 140

~ to 100, of more than zsth lefs than the

othersa

The fa.me general concluﬁons, or

B even ‘more favoufable ones, refult from
- another Vxew of thcfe retuxns. ‘Thc
-exemptions of men lxable to ferve in the
‘year 1769 were the fame as in the year

1779. The returns in the non-en-

"clofures in 1769 were 1176 ‘in the
_year 1779, 1146 for the ten Enclo-
,fures in 1769, 388 andm 1779, 3973

(ie) the returns of the former were

- aGually decreafed “almott one-fortieth

F - part,
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part, and the returns of the latter nearly

as much increafed *. s
| L - Upon

* This, applied to the whole county, in-
dicates a cVonﬁderable‘ increafe of people.
The tOtal retum;,of men liable to ferve in
1769 was 1564, in 1779, 1543; a dimi-
‘nution of ohly 21. Bt in the interval of
time now referted to, there had’ been ‘tliree
fucceflive returns, at each b‘f‘/ which additi-
onal exemptions tobk'p'lace, ‘equil in num-
ber to the-whole body. of the county. Mi-

'ntla (et 03 amounting in the. whoh, to

360 men. It is like ewife to be obfarved
rhat before the laft return, it bemg thc vefy
hucr \¢ of the American war, fupplies were
‘doubtlefs futnifhed from this county both

~‘to the Army and Navy, of exactly the fame
~defcription with the perfons liable to ferve

the Militia. Thefe confiderations duly
attended

( 35 )

Upon the whole, then, the compara-

~_tive .advantage of Enclofures for the

attended to, it is extremely manifeft that the
‘number of men really fit for rmhtary fer-
“vice, muft, at the laft: return, after every
fair a]lqwar)cc. and deduétion made, have
‘been increafed bétween three arid four hun-
~dred ; which 1mphes an mcreaied Popuia-
; tion of at Iea{t 12 or 16 hundred in the

courfe of 10 years.

Thé number of houfes returned to ‘the
Tax office for the county of Rutland in the

year 1777 was only 14745 and confcqmntly:,
‘ accordmor to Dr. Price’s mode of compu-
‘tatxon, it contamed very few more than
~70c0 mhabltants- whereas, from the Mxlma

veturns, and other data, they c:an,not be fo
litele as 12,000,

¥ €N= "
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- encreafe of Population feems indubita-

bly cléar, from a moft ftriking concur-

. rence of a great variety -of evidence.
It appf_:ars;ﬁfgm the reafon and nature
of the thing, from the teftimony of
,lvcry' extenfive obfervation, from the
above Militia returns, and from the re-

gifters of Baptifms promifcuoufly taken

in 18 or 20 counties. = So far therefore

from exprefling my aﬂ;bni[hmént at the
~ folly of our parliarﬁent in ‘gr’éntingli’uch
numerous bills of 'Enclofur‘e,, I only
“wifh it may go on granting ftill more,
under due regulations and reftriGions,

till there is fearcely 4n uninclofed. or

wafte and barren {pot from one extre-

“mity of the kingdom to the other, but

all

( 37 )

all are converted into fruitful fields, or
luxuriant paftures, and the whole re-

fembles one large, rich and variegated
garden. | |

FINTIS
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APPENDI X

'T\ HE follovﬁng letter, which I was

favoured with by the Reverend Mr.
"Woodhouf'e, of Donington, in Shropthire,
is not, all of it, indeed, to the immediate
purpofe of the preceding enquiry much
of it, however, certainly is, and the whole
of it is written with fo much good fenfe and
ingenuity, and affords fo ftrong a prefump-

tion of an increafed population in country

parifhes, where agriculture has been im-
proved, that I cannot content myfclf with

she fuppreﬁion of any part of i 1t.

G s @@ningtom
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e Donxngton, near Shifnal, Shrop{hn*e,, |
¢ June 8, 1782. :

¢ Rev. Sir,

¢ T have been as expeditious as poffible
¢ in numbering the inhabitants of this pa-
¢ rith, and with pleafure tranfmit to you
¢ the followmo parnculars |

¢ About the year 1689, the Reverend
¢ George Plafton, then Reétor of
¢ the parifh, took the number of his

¢ parifhioners, Wthh appears  tO

¢ have been - - - - 138

¢ In. 1777, upon my entrance into
¢ the parith, I numbered the mha~

& bitants, to the amount of = = 232

€ In 1782, I have done the fame at
¢ your requeft, and the number-ap-
Cpearstobe - - < - 263

¢ The

¢4 )

_ € The increafe of the inhabitants fince

¢ may be colleted from the whole of our
<. Parochial Regifter, but will appear fuffi«

¢ you have particularly defired 3

Baptlfms 5 5

- 20 years, Marriages 2
3

from 1688, Burials 4
20 years, Baptlfms 104

) ‘Marriages 23

from 17 30. Burialsb-' - 61
Baptifms 133 :
Marriages 36
Bunals 79

20 years,
from 1760.

Ral

-in’ the number of inhabitants cannot be

0\

Rl

to fome permanent caufe, contmually ope-

Ga ¢ Coms

¢ the Revolution has therefore been very:
< great; it has alfo been very regular, as

¢ ciently from the following extraéts, which.

- ¢ 5o confiderable and regular an increafe' |

-afcribed to accident, but muft be imputed

o e i o s e s 1
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¢ Commerce and manufactures are dc.
knowledged caufes of a regular populas’

tion, but I cannot find that any com-

- merce, trade, or manufaéture has ever
- been carried on in this parith. The inha-

bitants have feldom made their own fhoes.
Hufbandry has been their only occupa-
tion, and has been tranfmitted from father
to fon, with fuch improvements as have
Juftly eftablithed it an adequate caufe of

“the great increafe of our people. For,

¢ 1ft. 'The tradition and. teftimony of
the inhabatants mforms us, that a confi-
derable part of the parith, now in culti-

vation, was formerly over-grown with -
'underwbod, broom, furze, &c. and con-
fequently employed very few hands, and
returned very little profit to its occupier ;"

as land became more Valpable, (and why
more valuable, but becaufe the furround-
ing country became more populous) the
owners were tempted to make it fit for
the plough, and to put & into a courfe of
' I tlllage

(43 ) |
** tillage, ‘which could not be effécted with.-
¢ out an Increafe of labour.  Employment
¢ produced induftry, induftry good wages ;.
¢ thefe encouraged the labourers to marry’
¢ early, and to produce children, who foon®
¢ entered upon employment, maintained’
<. themfelves, married; and thus burRegiﬁer
¢ of baptifims has been fwelled fo conﬁder-
¢ ably beyond that of burials, accounting
¢ for that regular: mcreafe of. mhabnants,
. Wthh appears upon cvery furvey S

o EER

€0, Not only the W1der extent, but 1n an’

equal,’ or, perhaps, greater, - degree, “the’

F»lmproved method of- cultivation, provid-"
ing ‘an- additional - employment for the
f inhabitants, ' has confequently mcreaﬁ:d"‘
¢ their number. The land which ufed ¢4 be’
fowed at one ploughing, and then be left
wholly to the mercy of the feafon, " is'niow

¢ diligently tilled, “and v,keptclean from’

~weeds by the hand and the hoe. A gar-
den’ réquires more labour than a field' of
»equal fize; apd in proportion as we: ﬁudv

gc more

\

v i e
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. more and more to make every field neat

and Prqdu&ivc; ‘as a garden, we encous

rage and increafe the number of our in-

‘habitants. The introduétion of the turnip~

_hufbandry into this parifh, about twenty:
years ago, has certainly added notonly to
the richnefs and frequency ‘of the crops,

‘but alfo to the number of the people.

‘3 If the . in§féafé of the - inhabitanits

‘has of late been more rapid than ordinary,

¢ itis jufﬂér to be attributed to the enclofure
.which, took place  in 'this parifli about
¢ gwelve years ago. The field-land, which.

_lay open, and could only be tilled aft.erg
‘H,cert@i_x% old. fathioned courfe, is now im--
B ;iptoved: as ‘the . proprietor - pleafes; . and,’
- being generally cultivated after the alter-:
-nating, courfe ufed in Norfolk, where:
:ti;:m,ips We}l} hoed : are ‘the  certain fore--
4 ;,ﬁn:mers of .other. ;'_px{oﬁtablefcrops; increafes
; : ﬁtihe;:.labopr, an:d; confequently the, pop,u,l-ga.
mon of the parifh. - ‘But our numbers are-
: ‘é,ffeéfed in a ftill more vifible manner by:

¢ ghe

(45 )

the enclofure of the common, which then

bore little, and bad grafs, but now pro-

< duces turnips, clover, and grain, and
" cannot be managed without an increafe
of labour and hands. Accordingly, we
find four houfes erected fince the enclo-.

fure of the common, containing an addi-

tional tenth to the whole number of

inhabitants ; for before the enclofure the
number of houfes was forty-one, now it is

forty-five.

¢ Thué, Sir, am'i able to prefcnt ygu

~with the returns of a parith whofe popu-

lation, has been almoft doubled fince the

* time of the Revolution, yet, whofe in-
‘creafe of inhabitants can only be afcribed -
to fuch caufes; as muft have operated in
‘a fimilar manner in moft other parithes of
Great Britain. And left any perfon fhould
“fuppofe that our increafe of inhabitants

has been effected by a decreafe in other
parithes, I bring my Regifter to witnefs,

‘thatin the whole period of time, from

¢ the
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the Revolutxon to the prefent hour, 54
pelfons havc been born over and above
thofe that can be accounted for, either in

%hn.a

L)

mhabltants.

"

L]

Accounted for in the burials - 263
In the increafed number of inhab;f
¢ tants - - = = = 125

Swv—

)

Remam unaccounted for in our own
¢ parifh, and confequently muft have

e mwratcd to other paufhes - 54

e iy
.

442

¢ Hence it appears that this parlfh has not
¢ received its increafe from other parlfhes,,

< but has contributed to their populatlon.

< Andi it deferves likewife to be conﬁdered,j
<" that as the inhabitants of Donmorton arc__
< all hufbandmcn, and do not manufacture.

¢ their own clothcs, furmturc, tools, uten~

fils,

the burials, or prefent increafed number of

Bap'tifms fince 1688 -~ - ...- 442

388‘.
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¢ fils, &c. fo, as they increafe in popus

¢ lat1on and riches, they rcqulre and em-
¢ ploy more tradefmen in the neighbour-

with the neceffaries, comforts, and, in-
deed, luxuries of life: — confequently,
here is an increafe of population in other

¢ parithes occafioned by our increafe; and

not only in this refpe&, but in another,
which is by no means infignificant. For
‘as we continue to raife ‘more and more

< grain for the mill, meat for the fhamblcs,
< wool for the clothler, &c. &c. it is evie

dent that we find employment for, and

< increafe the number of thofe who grind
¢ and retail the corn, make and fell the
¢ malt, retail the meat, manufatture the
¢ wool, &c. and that the number of con-

¢ fumers muft be likewife proportxonably‘
¢ mcreafcd

€ T hus population is the neceffary con—y;
fcqucnce of an improved agriculture; of
¢ _Whlch I have been able, as 1 hopc, ta

H ¢ afford

ing towns and villages to fupply them




( 48 ')‘
¢ afford you a convincing fpecimen. If I
¢ have erred in any of my deduétions, ¥
¢ beg you will corre¢t me, and that you
¢ will apply what I now tranfmit to -you,
¢.in whatever fhape or manner. you find
moft ufeful or :convenient ta your very

® La)

. C‘N

¢ -is due.to your beneficent undcxtakmgs,
€ Reverend Su ;

"¢ Your truly humble feivant, ,
<J. CHAPPEL. VVOODHOUSE

¢ Reé‘cor of Domncrton, o

"1 need ‘make no apology to- the reader

for 1 pr efenting him with this letter. ©~ Who-

ever has the fame conception of -its excel-

~ lence which I have, will rather be inclined
to reproach me for having o long dep1 Wed.

him of the pleafure of perufing it It is,

in my apprehennon, one of the beft EITayS, '

Jaudable deﬁon - T have the pleafure to -
-fubfcribe myfelf, with all the refpect that

( 49 )

if 1 may properly give it that appellation,
I ever read upon the fubjed, either in
print or manufcript.  The reafoning is
every where clear and perfpicuous, the il-
luftrations peculiarly happy, and the con-’
clufions juft and decifive.

- T intended here to have fubjoi‘ned an
Examination of a Pamplet intitled, 4 po-~
litical Enquiry into the Confequences of en-
clofing Wafte Lands, and the Caufes of the
prefent bigh Price of Butcher’s Meat, being
the Sentiments of a Society of Farmers in
—~—/bire. But I foon found that a full

~difcuffion of only its leading arguments,
‘and a fatisfactory deteltion of the numerous

defects and fallacies with which they
abound, Would carry me to a very con-
fiderable length. And 1 could by no
means fatisfy myfelf with a few fuper~
ficial remarks upon a work which, in my
apprehenfion, contains many pernicious
affertions, enforced by no inconfiderable

degree of ingenuity and ecloquence. I

therefore
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therefore referved my Examination of it,
as the bufinefs of a feparate’ Pamphlet,
which, it being already nearly finifhed, fhall
foon appear. 1 was the rather induced to
this meafure, as zhe Political Enquiry, 8c.
the immediate fubje¢t of the propofed in-
veftigation, feems to have received a very
advantageous charatter from petfons, the
recitude of whofe general decifions is en-

- titled to refpectful deference, and who have
- no inconfiderable influence in forming the - .
* judgement of the publick. R
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