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To the PUBLIC

TH E Committee o Tobacco Manufaiturers feel it t0. be a duty;.
awhich. they owe. to themfelves, to  their. Conflituents, and to their
Ca.unir_y, to.venew that general appeal to tbeCarpa‘mfe Bodies, and to
the demg and Manufatturing Interefts of Great Britain, with

. awhich. they commenced their prefent endeavours to procure a Repeal
of the moft. oppnﬂ ve. dé? of 'wbzcb their _numerons  Petitions:
wmplmn. o -

The Committee are the more ercou/ﬂged to. renew their application,.
becaufe - they have it now:in their power to accompany it with an.

“accurate. and’ authentic Abftratt of the Exidence, delivered. at. the
' Bar of the Hoxfe. of Commons, during the courfe of a long and laborious .
examination—This Evidence bas not béen confined by the Manufaiurers
to thofe concerned. in. the Trade: the very. Oﬁzcers, employed to_execute :
the A, have been called. bc]ﬂ/‘@ the chg/g 5 -and their teftimonysy. fo. far -

- from contradifting, confirins the objections of the Manufasiurers.

The Committee. call on_every. bongft and impartial Man_to confider
tbezr mafs of Evidence attentively, ‘and. then to decide, whether the -
Commiittee are not juﬁ ified. in afferting, that the AGt, both in its Prin-
czpie and in all ifs Provifions, is-calculated to barrafs, to oppress, and”

b0 difgrace the. fazr ‘Trader, to proteit the Jmuggler, am! ultimately to-
drive the JMamzfaﬂure ont-of the /cmgf!om

Let it be ]udvad’ “whether ﬂzcly meafure is likely to ﬂ’cme @ PER= .

| MANENT INCREASE of Revente for the pubiic.

But:let it ‘be a [ubjeit: of mare fericus reflection, whether for the .
purpofe of fo precarious an experinent it is juft or vegfonable to perfift
in the extenfion 0f 1hé odidus and zjy/ﬂrmzcal fufiem.of the Exci fe Laws; ;
a fiftem: not more pdﬁg[ﬁﬂ_y ziyulfz,zg to the feclings of every man of
/ptm‘, fefye, or- mfe«rwjy, than szdam entally fubverfive of every right,

‘ prwzlege, and. fecurzz_y, which free. Men clfmn ﬁom a. frec Con--

flitution, , o : CL ;,.3
L’ ‘ 5 C The : ‘
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The Commitice are fenfible of -the neceffity. of maintaining a Revenue

..fyuﬂl fo the E&z’gezzcz'w of the State; but they are equally fenfible that

‘0o wmeafire, which damps the fpirit of i ade, ﬂm’ er. Tﬂey t/oe Ljﬂr £5. 9/

dudiiffry, con be conducive £ that céjm

Whoever will accurately examine the body of Evidence wzl[ tztlmzz‘
that there is no one branch of mezmzfaﬁme in the kmgdom, to ‘which
the furvey of the Excife might not be eafily, and perimps more / fé{y
applied, thai to the Mannfattare of Tobacco. :

If the prefent meafure can e perfifted $n, every obftacle t/mz 7;{ zce
and Reafin can ofer to the efiadli /fmem oj a General l:xc1fe on
ﬁ/ﬂnufaﬁm*e;, is fur,nomfﬂl'le ' ' ‘

The Committee are confientionfly perfuaded, thas thisis the loft ﬂﬂﬂd
that ever ‘will te-made ﬂgzzm/t tlmf pef/zczom amf unconfzmlzanal
Siftem. o

Whatever'is the event, tbqy will have the ‘confeionfuefs of lmvmtr
difcharged their duty in a caufe, which, they feel it no prgfumpfzm 10
affert,” is as much the caufe of EVERY Friewp toTHE TRADE, THE'

REVENUE, AND THE LiBERTIES OF GREAT" BRITAIN, as’ zt is ofi

z‘b ﬂ, who now appeal 1o them for a protefiion.

ANTONY REMP Cbmrma,z.

 JOHN POLLARD, .
EDWARD SPENCER,,

~ROBERT HAINS, e
CHARLES WRIGHT, Sen.
WILLIAM RANSON,.
JAMES TADDY,

~ THOMAS WISHART,

ROBERT SIMPSON, . .. .

~ RICHARD HERRON, . .
- ISAAC HUTCHLNSUN.

LONDON, chlo 31, 1790.

Tl;e SUBSTANCE cy’ t/:e EVIDENCE a’elmered
at z‘/Je Bar of the House of Commons in
Sﬂppaﬁ of the Pez‘ztzom for a RErPeaL of z‘be

TOBACCO EXCISE ACT, in Marcﬁ 1790. .

THOMAS POSTLETHWAITE of London depofed

THAT he had declmed the buﬁnefa at the commence-,’

ment.of . the Aét, from a. perfuaﬁon that he could not
meet the fmuggler in- the market; and that he {hould “be:
mefvzz‘aély liable to forfeitures and pe;mlz‘ze,r. e v

~That the At difcourages the manufa&ure and com-

‘merce'of the article in this countly, w1thout thc fmalleﬁ:f

profpe of advantage to the Revenue. ,
~That, -in his opinion, ‘the AG" prohlbxts the manufac—f

- tore of the article in Briftol, Chefter, Liverpool, and in

fhort almoft all the places of confequence in which. it
had been manufaured, previous to the Act. ST
- That the licences operate as an add1t10na1 duty, lefs

cqually 1mpofed than if per pound weight, and asan ‘in-

cumbrance on.. our foreign -commerce of  the article ; but
do not'in any degree attach upon the fmugglcx. .
"That the A& annexes penalties to the ‘non-performance’

of that, which it is morally impofible Sfor the maﬂufaﬁurer v
‘ta do, oblmes hlm to. manufa&ure his Tobacco to very'

R
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great difadvantage ; and, in mzmy cales, that which /je is
riot tiy: 'wmzz‘ of, . before that which be is in want of .. ‘
Th’tt it _prevents. the manufadturer fupplying hlb cuf-
tomers far two or three months, though all the tlme in
pdﬂ"eﬁion of the goods which are'wanted., R
That-it bis put-a flop to the manifaiture of a -cafﬁdeméle
mz‘zc/e, by prohlbmng the ufe of mgrcdxents, lnch are
eflentially neceffary. =~ o
That it obliges many manufiGurers to alter their
modes of manufaé‘cure by which they will be in danger of
altering their {cents, and, in confequence; of: Clofing their z‘ma’e.
 That the fmuggler has fupplanted the fair trader in
Aol all ithe drticles whxch -are hot myﬁertous, and
hence he'is ‘convinced ‘the Revénue depends miore on z‘/.’w’
E my/z’érzes, than rc;/t’méi‘f'ue re@zrfazz‘mm. Sendr b
That THOUSANDS, “TEN THOUSANDS, he beheved he
might 2dd, HUNDRED THOUQANDS of mdwxdual ploperty
, dcpend rwbolly on the myfteéiies. : :
That all the myferies, of which there are many, are
“'cxpofed by the A, except oné’s “and that is rendexed much

moxe difceverable than it was before. - - - ; -

" That the A prefcnbes rules for- preparmg and grmdmg

fnuff-work, which are-in"fome cafes 1mpmc't1cable, in

others’ injurious, and m all mcenﬁftent Wlth tbe nature’

of the trade.

" “That, ‘by. preventmcr fnuﬁ'—-wmk of “ofte laymg down

from- bemg mixed with fntiff-work ‘of another laying
down, 7t probzém ‘the mczmzﬁz/‘?ure of Some /brts of Snuff..

“That' it fubjects ‘moft of the gfocers, oilmen; and many\.
other traders ‘in the kmgdom, who fcll Tobacco and.

Sauff; to mev;table penaltles.

6 o - : 'Th.al’;‘

[ 31

That the officer cannot c/}ec/é Jrauds by weighing zf/fwr

f@CA. of a pr vmpzfl m(ngfaﬂurer : :
. That could a check be formed on nmnufa&urc, 1t would

be mther mjunous than anCﬁLlll to the country,. by m-/
ducing thc fmugglu to remove /bzs ifzr,mzjczéwry 20 fwﬁe‘;“

other _country,, and open « channcls of com'numcatxon \mth
the vender, md c,oufumel for the utxcle munuh«fthed
the fame apparz‘ufz/iy fw/y/cé emél&r /fum to convey zuzmmm-

Jadtured Tobacca to bis & czmyzzw‘ory, wu/ ezzczé;e /3mz tas '

convey mzzmtjaéh'red ‘Towzcw to fome other place. o

‘That, though Wexghmg the- ﬂock vull ,not'c‘he‘ck thc '

unfau, it will the fau’ tradcr 1t wﬂl m_;u:e and_ 2
many of his goods 5 it wnl vqy mconﬁf’cently refarc

trade and manufa@cory Now, whcn moft of the ﬂocks .
are nof a quarter. fo large as they formehy have been, thc' |

buﬁnefs of fome of the manufa@cmers is mtertuptcd A DAY

QR TWO every time of ﬁockwtai\mg, and would be much:

longer, did the oﬁicer rigoroufly attend to thc due&lou
of the Aé’c This interruption, were it only to takc place

once in every month, in a buﬁnefs requ';mg HOURLY :
dxfpatch “might occaﬁon the les of many valuablc cog- N

nections ; but a mahcxous oPﬁcer I ay com{e azzce a week,
as be bas done to _/bme, or _/é caﬂen zzs t0 render it .
SIBLE far z‘be manzg’aﬁurer to carry, on his bzgﬁnqﬁ.

That the A& makes no .allowancc for an mcxeafe of (

11quor aftcr thc goods comc fr m the m111 or man ufa&my,

‘whereas many of them cannot be made faleable wztbauz‘ an .
increafe. o z‘/mz‘y, forty, or ﬁfz‘y per cent, )
. That the allmvamce is not fuﬂ}ment Oxt gpods at mlll 4
ot max}ufdé’cory, as the Hon. Commxttee Would fee, by
an

s
i
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{41
' an account of “the variations he had ‘met with, while in
bufinefs, in the maaufa&ure of Roll Tobacco, Rappee
Snuff, and ‘Scotch Snuﬁ' By the account it appeared,
that ‘he had met with an increafe of ﬁ'ue and oﬂe-fourtb
per cent. at ‘one time, and /ixzy- ﬁfue ‘three-fourths per
cent. at another time, upon Roll: the: ‘allowed- increafe
“on"Roll 1sffz‘een j)er cem‘.—-A Loss of twenty-feven three-
Sfourths per cent. at one time, and a gam of /éwnteen three-
.ﬂmrz‘b.r per cent. at . _another time, upon Rappee Snuff:
the allowed increafe on Rappee is ﬁfteen per cents: A bfs
qf’z‘bzrty four per cent. at one time,: and a GAIN of three
one-lmlf per cent. at -another "time, upon Scotch Sauff
“‘the prefcnbed Ioﬁ on Scotch 1sﬁfz‘een per cent.
~That as' the A& now ftood, it was poflible for a manu-
‘facturer to beliable toan apparem‘ ‘increafe and confequent
" forfeiture of ¢ one hiindred per cent.. tovether witha penahy
‘of three t1mes the amount for a rml mcreafe of not more
‘than z‘enper cem‘ ' PR L R e R
| That it was lmpoﬂlble to ﬁx any aliowance for the
variations of manufa&uxe, that wauld not either afford un-
bounded Jatitude tao the fmuggler, or ubjeﬁ z‘ﬁe fazr z‘rader
0 INEVITABLDfarfezture;. ‘ : ,
That the penaltxes, annexed to- exceﬁ“es, Werekvanous.
.In one claufe the excefs was liable to fOlfCltUl‘C ; 10 ano-
ther, to forfext:ure and a penaIty of £20.; inanother, to for-

felturc and treblc the value, &c.: and that the Manufac-
turers ould not, and he doubted very -much whether the -
Attorney and Sol1c1tor _General, oreven the judges them- “

fclves, could draw tl 'lme of dlfhn&xon betwecn thofe

claufes H

rand fometxmcs after grmdmg

[ 51

claufes—could prevent the officer, in many cafes;, from

- making election of the penalties.

That the claufe, direting the ofhccx not to weigh
goods « whilft actually. in the operation of manufa&me,
is amblguous ; and, however taken, is- contradl&ox’] ‘to

: c]aufes both before and after-it.

* That the claufe, requiring the manufa&urex to keep
unmanufatured tobacco, tobdacco: in operation; ‘and ma-
nufaCtured tobacco 'feparate and apart, cannot be con=
formed to, as‘many of the manufacturers have but one or
two rooms to keep all their goodsin 3 and thofe, who have
more, are frequently under the neceflity of keeping to-
bacco zmmmzufaﬁurm’ manufacturing, and manufadtured
in the fame room, and manufacturing and ma;zu/mfiured n
lbe/?zmepnﬁ and it is out of the power of any man,

EXCEPT THE MANUFACTURER, to know whxch of the
‘goods, . fo mixed and blended in the fame room “or prcfs,

are manufadturing or manufaé’cured :
That the Act proh1b1ts the removal of cer tain articles

‘In quantxtles of two hundred  pounds weight or under, of
‘which, not one in“ten of the venders can dlfpofe of fuch
vquantmes, wbz/efaleaé/e or good SR A S

That 1t prevents the ‘removal of a greater quantxty of

vfnuﬁ"from themill than the Welght of the ﬁluff-work when

dried; whereas fome of the manufaturers cannot make

their ufual forts of {noff,” without adding tWentj;, ‘thirty, N
‘orforty per'cent. of liquor, after the [fuuff-work ‘has been

dried, fometimes before gundmg, fometlmcs in gundmg,

That
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That the claufe, prohibiting the removal of tobaceo,
&ec. into any of the ports of importation from any other
place in the kingdom, would, if not fufpended, render it
impoffible for the manufaclurers, and efpecially in the Oug-
Ports, to .carry.on their -manufaciures, being occaﬁonally
unable to fupply themfelves with qrtch"s, requifite for that
purpofe, in their own. pﬂmculax ports ;. as well.as be ex-
tremely injurious o many of the, mmufa@:ururq who are
not within the ports, they being mcapaolc, of makmcr
ufe of, or felling to any other than manufacturers in . the
ports, about one third of the. zrrofs wexght of the, tobacco

~ which they manufaé’ture., ;
B That the drawback on export\tlon of forne of the ar-
ticles manufa&uled, is not equal to the duty that was

paxd on raw material.

“That the required cernﬁcate of. the landmg of tobacco o :

exPox ted, cannot always be aémmed

That the officer and fmugglcr, by enfemw mto collu-

fion, may make fwo. /szdr ed per cent. proﬁt. ,

That the Acft in many. other. 1efpe&s, fome of whxchv
he pomted out, is mconﬁﬁent or 1mpxa&1cable, (md .

accurate in almoft every Cldlfﬁ refpetting the. mqngﬁ?&'m e,
That the fyftem is TOTALLY INAPPLICABLE TO THE

MANUFACTURv OF - TOBACCO, as the, Wemht of the
ﬁock whxch is the grozmd work of the fyftem, can

NEVER BE. OBTAINED.‘ .

~That the delays and mterruptxom it occaﬁons in m;mu-3 -

fa&uxe, wﬂl enbance the fair trader’s goods, and in confe-
qucnce aﬁ‘“ord (’cxll <“1€21t€l‘ latxtude to, the fmugglcr. S b

Thfxtk .

[ 71

That though, on account of the length of time re-

’ quied to manufacture muﬁ ‘the effelts of the expof;re

of myfteries can but in very few inftances be poflibly dif-
coverable;: yet he hadlately heard of a fort of fnuff being
offered for fale in the city of London at 134. per pound,.

very nearly refembling the fair manufaturer’s: at 25, 64.

per pound,: which he did not recolleét to have ever heard
of being offered before: the paffing of the Ast.:. -
That  the. pledxle&lon of the: confumer. for the ﬂur

: manufe&ulet s {cents and flavours is the great prote&ion’

to .the Revenue; and therefore; if that predilection be
deftroyed by an expofure of the myfteries, the manufuc-
ture of thofe articles which are myfterious, andron which

- the Revenue depends will be transterred to the fmuggler
“in fome other. country, and govemmem/o; ever lofe its

bald on: z‘[ve article. . ; -
That the Revenue mwht have been tempm ally: 1mgroved

without. Excife Laws.: g v At el
That Government, for a /bon‘ time, may . colle& more

Revenue by keepingon the high duties, than by xﬁduung

~them; but that No.raw wHATEVER will either per-

manently improve or fecure the plcfent Revcnuefo /wzg

- as the duz:y remains. 1 5d per j)azmd
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RALPH EDDOWES, of CursTer, depofed,

Tuat he has been in the trade as an apprentice; and
" on his own account, fince 1767, and has manufa&ured
from 250 °to 280 hogtheads per year. NEE
That he has experxenced difficulties under the: A& on
account of the long previous' notices required for- cvery
fingle opentlon, which operation being uncertain: ‘both in
time ‘and quantity, he cannot go on’with-any tolerable
reguhnty without keeping the whole fcheme of the bufi-
nefs; in all ‘its various branches, conne&xons, and depen-
denmes, continually in his mind. B
~That he is obliged ‘to weigh his goods before he ‘can
rnve ‘notice to put. it in operanon to’ wexgh it agam ‘in
the prefence of the officer; ‘again when’ coming out of -
operation, to fatisfy himfelf that it does not-exceed ‘the
preferibed increafe or decreafe; and again when the officer
takes it into ftock. That every fix days he is’ harraffed

with a {urvey of - ftock, which, exclufive of the quantity -
n: operauon, generally confiftsof ﬁom twem‘y fo z‘/ozrty:t
thoufand pouna’s weight, a great part of ‘which'is actually .

~ weighed, and in this bis fervants are obliged to quit their

work to affift the officer 5 ithat the con{’cant attendance and. -

attention which thefe circumftances require, create con-

fiderable delays-and difficulties in carrymor on his buﬁnefs.. ,

“That his Snuff-mills- lie at a diftance from his ware-
houfe; and under the furvey of a different officer; fo that
beﬁdcs the trouble of taking out pqmlts to remove goods

from one to the other, he has in fa& two manufactories L

o attend. Before: the A&' took place, the cuttmg engmc

[ o 1
3t th?{'é. mills was conftantly employed ; but the addi-
tional difficulties arifing out of this A&, prevents that.

That he is forbidden by the A¢t to fend Tobacco to his”

‘mills, except in the original' package, whichi is a great

difadvantage, becaufe part of one hogthead may. be appli-
cable to one purpofe, and part to another. |
~ That he fuftdins a very great lofs of time by the re-
thtlons ndtxﬁcatxons, decl'lrations, VVGlghll’lO'S, 8. being
one day in getting goods to his mills, another day before
he can open' the goods, and a third before he can go to
work upon them. Upon the whole he thought he thould
not exceed the truth in {’catmg the lofs of hlS trade in-
wmkmg under the A&, at nearly one fourth

“That the produce of manufa@ure does not correfpond

. Wlth the table of alloWance in the A& and that it is in

genexal uncertain. That his ‘goods were liable to feizure
for exceedmg the table of allowance, and alfo Srom the
&/zmder: of the qﬁcers in m/émg Slock, and that two
fexzmes had a@ually been made of his goods. He ftated
many inftances where the officer has made m1&akes 1

taking his ftock fix hundxed and th1rty pounds in one

mﬂance, one hundred pounds in another, ﬁfty fix pounds
ina thnd two hundled pounds in afourth, and four hun-
dred pounds in a ﬁfth ; and he faid he did not fee how i m
the mture of thmos ‘miftakes could be avoided wherc a
ﬁock is fo Tar, ge is Wexghed fo fr equently, is diﬁnbuted
in various parts of the premifes, and arranged under elght
dn%rent denommatxons, comprxﬁnfr not kfs than twenty
dxﬁm& 1rtxcles. AR
<o '”-  SR 'That_v
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That he had an account of foutreen mecc{hv furveys,
or weighings of his f‘ocL w bich he be gged ‘ewe to lav
before the Co nrmt;ee to epdble them to foun a JUG Tom
ment on the fubjedt of increafe and decreaft, Whrh ac-
count was dehvexed and e d, and prVf’d ¢ zwzzm[ vai w-
tions in bis flock.

That his fales, fince LHL cmmnc,ncement of me A&
from the 1oth of O&ober, 1789, to the mm of January,
1799, ‘have decreafed from hxty-ﬁve thnufand pounds in
the three corle(pondmg months of the ymt before, to.
ﬁfty four thoufa.nd pounds, that™ this’ deueqfe might be
owmg Pnnmpqlly to the advame of _,mues but that if
he had not omitted fome }oume) S,"’Ud held off ﬁom

takmg mdexs, for fear of bringing hunfeh under ex*gage- ‘

ments he mxght not be able to fu]ﬁl “he fho uld pzobably

have had demandq for twenty thoufmd pounds more than

he had fold, and by what cjﬁeé‘,ﬁ he could have mam{faﬁured
z‘bczz‘ addztzo;'m/ quantis y zm(/er this Act, he e ’Mozdly declared.

he knew.not, though jjrmerly /Je coz&ld bczve dam’ zt in the

Sfame ﬁmce with great. ezye. S
That he had othe1 reafons to apprehend he fhould not

be able to carr 'y on hlS trade to its founer extent ; for
that by thxs Aé’c he is plohlbﬁed from fendmg any thmg,

except Snqu to ports of 1mp01tatxon, whxch prevents. -

~him from dxfpoﬁvg of the ftalks. and 1etums, Wlnch he

does not want in hlS own. n1anuf1&ory, to the be{’c ad-
Vantage, and that to prevent lofs thereby, he dxd and.

~ muft keep’ his tmde within certain limits, fo as. to have
ﬂothmg on hand but What he can ufe h1mfelf

6

fl" /m;i

[ 1r ]

That be is canﬁrmed in the opinion be formerly gave in
“evidence, tém‘ this AF would not have effect to defeat
fmuggling, for thar be bas /Z’en enough of the operations of
the ALt to be convinced thar it is in the power of every ma=
nufafturer to deceive the officer in innumerable inflances ;
that he had often found himfelf under an abfolute ne-
ceflity of deceiving him, and had done fo : and that the
claufe 167, which was found neceffary to introduce in
order to enable the manufacturer to go on at all, will
ferve to cover the manufatory of a great deal of illicit
tobacco under the very eye of ‘the officér. * The: deﬁ-\

-ciency likewife which fo frequently h?ppens in the pro-

duce of tobacco under what the A& allows, and the lofs.

of Welght after manufactmmo, might be made the means

of mtroducmg 'much fmuggled tobacco, and even of
having it taken into ftock’; the deficiencies in his manu-
factory might have been thus fupplied to the amount of

‘three thouﬁmd pounds weight fince the Act commenced.

‘That nothmo was plainer to his mind than this, that
applying the fyf’cem of Excife to the manufacture of to-
bacco in proportion as you remove difficulties out of the

"way of the fair trader, you encourage the fmugglcr, and

vice verfa, and thar . z‘/aerefare z%zzz‘ f ﬂem can; mfver 56

a])plzezi with any good effect.

- That he has great reafon to believe the fraudulent ma-
nufacturer in- this country is recoveung from the alarm
which the firft operation of this Act had - occaﬁoned
having been informed by cuftomers thnt they have lmd
tobacco offered ‘to " them as che’lp as befote the Act took

_glaee, zlwu large gszztztzvs i 4 MANUFACTURED §TATE

Ca E . dave
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bave been introduced from abroad, and that the fnuff-
trade (upon the exclafive poﬁ"efﬁon‘of which it has been
Auggefted the principal advantage to the revenue and fair
trader depend‘s) is now in great danger of being loft.
That no modification or alteration of this Act, whilft
it retains the principle of the Excife {yftem, can render
it applicable to the Tobacco Manufacture, or obtain the
object of protecting the fair trader, defeating ‘th; fmug-
~gler, and.increafing the revenue. o .
That, with fafety to himfelf, he could not have avoided
the difficulties of which he complains, and if there be
any confiderable mgm,ufacturers who have not met thefe
difficulties, be bad no Jeruple iﬂ‘.ﬁljiﬂg, that they cannot
bave complied with the preferiptions of the Aét. ‘That
though he had deceived the officer; he had not done fo
with a view to profit unjuftly by it, HAVING NEVER TO.

_HIS KNOWLEDGE HAD AN OUNCE OF SMUGGLED TO- .

sacco 1N HIs wAREHOUsE. ~If then he has been under
the neceflity of evading the Act, it is becaufe hé has found:
it impoffible to carry on his trade under the r,eﬁil;ictio,ns«,
- itimpofes. He muft either bave left the manufactures un=
 fnifbedy or made the officer acquainted with: the fecrets of
bis trade, which he withed to. keep from his knowledge..

That, in fine, all he had done, he found himfelf obliged: -
to do in_confequence of the Act; and if he has done:

what was cither improper or -unneceffary,. the Act is a;
bad one, and ou ght to be repealed. - £ o

;Tbat' part‘_i.._c:ularly as to himflf he is in gfpefpetual-.‘ ﬁ'ate{t

_of uncertainty and anxiety, for befides the care neceflary.

1o provide before-hand for every exigency of the bufinefs,,

B4
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he has to provide for confequences unafcertainable in the
procefs of manufadture, and to guard againft that which:
cannot be prevented, the increafe of ftock upon furvey..
With thefe cares he has fometimes been ready to fink under
the burthen, while thofe private concerns and duties,
which, independent of his bufinefs, call for every man’s
attention, he has been obliged almoft wholly to neglect..
When he was laft at this ba‘r, he applied to the humanity
of the Committee againft the Bill pafiing into 2 Law ; and
now he fays, I can moft feelingly make a fimilar appeal
againt its continuance. a

ISAAC HUTCHINSON, of Loxnow, depofed, -

THAT he had fofm‘erly manufacured fouf hundr‘e& and:

~ fifty thoufand pounds' weight annually.

That he could not now carry on the manufatture with-

_ut incurring penalties, confiderably more in amount than

any profits he was. likely to get by the bufinefs.. '
That, from: the r1th of October, 1789, to the 12th:
of January, 17905 the forfeitures and penalties he had be~

" come liable to, of which he took. notice, AMOUNTED TO

L1344 os. 1d. and many be believed bad efcaped bis notice.

 That £.604 os. 1d. of the amount was occafioned BY

THE MOISTURE OF THE AIR; and bis goods UNAVOID=

 ABLY. producing more i, manufacture than is allowed by the

dﬁ% a '?
- That
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" That the remaining £.740 was in confequence of his
deviating from the A&, 20 make bis goods faleable.”
That the A& frequently prevented him manufadturing
“his goods to moft advantage, by not allowing him to make

any addition to, or alteration in a parcel, after it had been.

weighed to go into manufacture. Until the Tobacco has
advanced fome fages'in manufacture, no man can fay with'
certamty whether it will manufacture ‘properly ;- it may be
too dry, or too moift; too hghﬁ, or too dark: finding it

fo, ‘previous to the Aét, he could correct it, but now he:

cannot ; it muft be manufactured by itfelf, although a con=
fiderable part of it may be rendered of lefs value by eight
pence per pound than when unmanufactured ; and all of it
irregular and unpleafant to his cuftomers. »
That, except two fmall articles, the manufacture of his
goods coft him FIFTY PER CENT. MORE than it did. éq/‘ore

the A5 which he pxoved by ftatements, and attributed to -

the interruptions occaﬁoned,by the A&.
That he had found @ decreafe in his fales fince the com-

" mencement of the A&. From O&ober 171, 1786, to.
January 12, 1987, he fold fifty-two thoufand four hundred

and thirty-four pounds weight.s
thoufand feven hundred and five.

In 1787-8, forty-five

was-lefs by fourteen thoufand jrve bundred and forzj/ nine than
£he average of the three j)rea(’zr years.
That, after the Officer has ﬂopped the progrefs of his

bufinefs for two days, by weighing and xeouhtmg the
:‘Loak, cre might be TEN. THOUQAND POUNDS WEIGHT

In 1788-9, forty- fix
thoufand one hundred and forty-thwe —In 1789-90, only.
thlrty-thzee thoufand five hundred and forty-five'; which

OF
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OF SMUGGLED TOBACCO ON -HIS PREMISEQ, WHICH
THE OFFICER COULD NOT DISCOVER. .

That the A& had really prevented him Spplying - Fis
cuffomers with fome articles from the 19th to the 264h of
Oétober laft ; and, but for the fufpenfion of a Claufe by the
Commlﬂioners of Excife, he muft have been in a fimilar
fituation aize—éa/f of the time that the At has been in force.

That the A& is not lefs inconfiftent and i injurious re-
fpefting the manufa&uw of Snuff than T belcco, as he had

- experienced and pomted out,

That it had proh1b1ted certain articles, by pleventmg the
removal of them in quantit;es of two hundred pounds
We1ght or under: and that, in confequence of this prohi-
bition, one ﬂnwzyfaé'“’ary bad been fw/mlzj/ unemployed fin nce the

2d . 0f Deceméer laff, FOR WHICH SIX HUNDRED AND

SIXTY POUNDS premium bad been giUen—SIXTY POUNDS
per annum is paid for rent and taxes—and which contains
uz‘enfls tht bave coff TWO THOUSAND POUNDS. o

That, on account of the different modes of, and varia=
tions, in manufa@cure, 720 mé/e gf a//owfmces cou/a’ be ;mzde z‘a '
apply.

That it was wmpaff ble to keep a 1ecru1ar and true account

'lof the Pcock of a manufaé’curea

Mr.
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Mr. WILLIAM LUDLOW, of DEVISES, depofed,

TuatT by the A& he is obliged to declare, rupon‘laying»
down Snuff-work, each fpecific article he i‘nt;nds tg manﬁu.-;
| :ch cannot be done.  That fince the commence-
f , which cannot be done. T ce the commence-
:;i?trif the A&, he has found increafes ocgafioned lby tt:
atmofphere ; and it is impffible to prevent #¢. 'That

v i . B . . N . . 'to‘ "
muft either fecrete the goods {o increafed, or be liable tc

f [.20 for an offence over which hc‘ had no

,T}\;at in Claufe 93, th#’l‘? is‘ a table, afce“?ta%nd?tg

particular weights ;. but no z"able“ can ﬂpp{y tf) & cgm:%:&e}é

of fuch various growth,and perpctuaﬂy 11§ble ’t‘o ;ca&urers |
‘By the ftate of the atmofphere. 'That two manui

a penalty o
controul.

| o sni] auantity of
may live in adjoininig houfes, and from an eg'uiil qim:;;; ;’ o
: Ly ‘ation at the fame fine, there mx
fnuff-work put 1n gperation ar toe j¢ el yroduce of
o difference of thirty or forty per cent. ‘h“ fhf" E““f;dal
fuch goods when manufadtured ! Th o t el?bls"t}‘i A"&P
»opei-étiori in the fnuff trade not p r,QV:ldéfd.fgr 'yTh' t to this
the drying of (huff-work -after fermentation : 1hat to

) “apply 5 th ity of the
operation, #o rules whatever can apply 5 the quality of

oods, and the ufes for which t,hey"iilfé; deﬁgned _xfm‘ﬁ: evcx
: 5ve1,1t it; and yet the differences arifing herefrom iy
irc" Jrom ﬁ;e{ to fifty pﬂr cent! ‘That hfi four'l_d: t?f: VZSI/%Z,};
ing of his ftock a great grievance, as # obliges bim. ',

IE OFFICER AT
additional fervants, AND EMPOWERS THE OFF x AT
ANY TIME TO PUT A STOP TO HIS MANUFAC‘. hi |
That if the fyﬁe’rﬁ of excife is continued, it will in thc;

Baid RE% 6 g - N - e . .
d be very prejudicial to the reveniit, and will injure the
end be very dicial. 40,40 7 | fortuncs,

AN

1

o]

fortunes, if not ruin the manufaGurers. 'That, on the
whoale; it can only be an A& of experiment, and is big
with the moft mifchievous confequences. e

Mr.. JAMES TADDY, FENCHURCH-STREET,
‘ depofed, - - R o

- THAT he has been in the Tobacco and Snuff-trade up-
wards of _eighteen years; finds the A& opprefﬁvé in its
operation, and greatly impedes his bufinefs ; bas already
loft part of bis trade by the refirictions ; and is of opinion,
that the fmuggler is benefited in proportion as the revenue
and himfelf are injured. That his firft objettion to
Claufe 87, is the imminent danger of its leading to a dif-
covery of the fecrets of his trade, both to the excife officer
and to the miller. * That the fame 'claufe dire@s him to
declare for what purpofe his Snuff-work is intended 5 which -»
1s exceflively injurious.  'This claufe alfo prohibits the
mixin g one parcel or'laying down with another, which is

- an a&aal probibition -of the manufa&ure of fome forts of

fnuff made by him. That the framer of the Bill was

" neither a tobacconift nor a friend' to the revenue. That

the gkém‘ Jecurity to the revenue is zbe myfleries of the manu-
Jalture but this pillar is fhaken by the prefent A&. ‘That |
the ‘modes of manufacture arc expofid, which have coft
many. years labour, and for which large fumsgf money have

been
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been given. That no table of allowance- could be affixed to:
protedt the fair trader, and fecure the revenue. That he

has incurred penalties under the A¢, though he was ready .

upon oath to fubftantiate that -he had not committed or
~ attempted any fraud whatever. That he conceived no
alteration or modification of the A&, preferving the prin-
ciple of applying the excife to the manufaclure, can anfwer
the purpofe of protecting the fair trader, or fecuring a
permanent revenue. On the contrary, the continuance of
the excife will have a tendency to drive the manufacture
out of the country : and he is credibly informed, from fuch
authority as - he cannot doubt, that a certain houfe at-
Dunkirk has thirteen thoufand pounds. weight. of fuuff ready
for the Britifh market. e

‘Mr. WILLIAM RANSON, of the OLD JEWRY,
S * ~depofed,” T e
TuaT in various inftances he bas fuftained great lofs,
befides confiderable ,inconvexliencé from the operation of
the Ac. 'That it is impoffible for any manunfatturer to
conform to the regulations it prefcribes; but while he is
purfuing the ‘neceflary ‘and fair courfe of his bufinefs,
without the thadow of injury to the revenue, be. muft incur
 wery beavy fines and penalz‘»z"ek.‘ﬂ That nothing but a con-

fidence in the wifdom and juftice of the legiflature o re-
R AT e peal

| L9l
peal the A&, could have induced him to carry on his
bufinefs, although he was brought up in it; and looked to

‘it as-the means of fupport for himfelf and family, © That
- by the mode of taking ftock, bufinefi is fufpended, and con-

.ﬁderaé/e'wcy?é of property. incurred, without any good confe~
-,?zuem'e,; - That the A& obliges the manuficurer, on ‘open=
ing Tobacco, or laying down Snuff, to declare the fpecific
purpofes for which it is intended ; from- which he had
{uftained lofs in various inftances. ‘That any perfon not
totally -ignorant of the manufa&ure, muft have known,
that it was fcarcely. probable the manufaturer himfelf could”
form his opinion till the fermentation of the fnuff-work

was over, ‘which takes from three to fix months.

~That if the Commiffioners of Excife had not fzg[ﬁé/éded

{fome of the claufes of the A&, he could not have purfued

his bufinefsy: ' -

~He enumerated a great variety of inftances, in which
the unavoidable increafes upon his ftock had fubjeéted him

- to forfeitures-and penalties ; and did not know one inftance |
in which the officer’s booksand his had agreed. Thathe

could have had a confiderable. quantity of finuggled property
in bis warehoufe, without the: officer baving the leaft know-

ledge of o SRR A
" 'That he conceived it #mpolfible to fix any certain ‘rulﬁe,,for

the manufa&ure, becaufe every manufacturer of Tobacco

- and Snuff purfues a different mode, and is likewife obliged J‘
to attend to. the particular ftate'of the raw material : be-
~ fides, each perfon has a fecret mode of liquoring his goods-; |
which is not performed zil the time ’z‘/,zey»'zzré;z}mnedz'zzz“e{y '
wanted, o e

Dz  Tha

e R,




[ 20 ]

That the confumption of ftalk flower is annibilated by

the AQ, and zhe fale of Spanifb is at an end ; which 1eqves
a heavy and dead- ftock on the hands of the'manufadturer.

That the officer of excife is put i almoft complear poffeffion
of cvery thing neceffary jor making thofe [nuffs that are mojt
generally in repute.  'That he did not pretend- to eftimate
the fecrets of his trade fo high as’fome others might juftly
do, but he confidered them as - his eﬁate, and equally
facred. .
That the houfe of Mefirs. Sales and Pollard poﬁ'eﬁ'ed a

fecret mode of manufa@uring fnuff that they might have
received from ,[' 15,000 to £20,000 to difcover. - “Thathe
had heard one of the partners declare, he had reafon to
fear they had already received muCh mJury by the opcra-
tion of the Adt. .

Upon the whole, he was decxdedly of opinion the A&
could not be modified fo as to carry on his bufinefs with
advantage to himfelf; or benefit to’ the: revenue ;  #o7 can
the excife ever attach with eﬁeﬂ upon the Manufacturer of
Tobacco and Snyff. < 1t ‘ftock is taken in operation; it
¢ muft ruin the manufacturer’s goods, and totally put an
¢« end to his bufinefs; if it is not taken in operation, -the
< furvey of excife can be of little ufe, as the fraudulent

¢ dealer may cover any quanuty w1thout the officer’s bemg
o able to detet him.”. , :

-~

THOMAS

P T S S BT

i
i
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T'HOMAS YATES of LONDON depofed

'I At he had been in the buﬁnefs ten years, nd manu~

factured near two hundred hogfheads fome years and: more:

others.

That he had A gleat number of obje&mns to. the Aét'
paffed in the hﬂ Seffion; but as moft of them refpecting:
the Tobacco- Manufa&ule have been: fully ftated by other -

witneffes, he thould only notice: thofe: refpe&mg the Ma-
nufacture of Snuff.

~ That he objes to the A& in: thls refpeé’c becaufe 7

equﬁ’;, the myfleries cof the trade, and affords the officer

opportunity of obtaining a knowledge of the manufaGture

in every ftage—by .notice to him of the materials intended.
to be laid down ; ‘weighing in his prefence each feparate
article: which .compofes ‘the Snuff ‘work ; -affixing tickets
to the packages which contain the Snuff work . after it is-
cut and compounded, fpec1fy1ng the Welght of the Whoie*
and when laid down. - o

~That he. has been de.ﬁred by the - fuxveymg oﬂicer to
gwe the weight of his fauff-work, after being in a flate of.

~ fermentation, when he has given notice fo1 drying it—

that -he has been frequently threatened with: ‘profecution:

- for not complying with- the requeft: of the furveying offi~

cer, to which he has always anfwered, that he would:

rather. p(zy z‘be pena/tze.f than expojé /(') mdz‘erzal a pmz‘ qf /m* |

éz_;/mﬁ

That

S

e

e e e e

S
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That he is not fiee from apprehenfion at this moment,

‘that the officer is already acquainted with the various

articles that compofe his fhuff-work, and the time and man- -

ner of its laying in preparation. The officer is alfo ac-

quainted with his conneétions,. and what kind of artlclcs,
“to fupply each with; fo that this ' A& has put in the -
-power of one man, the exc1fe ofﬁcer, the ﬁcret of making
the gaoa’:, and- the knowledge fwbere 2o -dy _/jbo_/é of z‘bem fwbm .

-made.
That ‘the myfteries of the Snu&' Trade are of con=

‘fiderable value,and his father, when he handed them,\ |

down to him, obferved, -that in giving them ke was grving

 the worth of feveral thoufand . pounds; that he has found

‘his father’s :obfervation true, and was it not that thofe
‘fecrets are .in danger under .the prefent ‘A¢t, he would
~not relinquith- his concern in the: ‘trade for feveral thou-

fand pounds ; that it depends upon: the Houfe of Com-

:mons. how long thofe’ Aecrets, which have been in the

family upwards of .feventy years, may. prove of value;-and -
‘he begged leave to affure :the Houfe, :that nothing-but a

‘thorough convition of the danger he is in of lofing his
-trade and. thofe fecrets -fo valuablc, could have mduced
‘him ‘to appear-at that'bar. - 7 : ‘

That though he conﬁders it: d1ﬂicult ‘to fay d1re€t1y

-,that he could carry on his trade with gxeater—advantage«

abroad, yet fhould .the prefent A& continue but a fhott
‘time, he is-certain his trade here will be fo icut' to pieces,

“:that he (hould not be doing 'juf’cice"to"his*family if he did

not avail himfelf of fettling to adwnmge in . forne other
‘ part of .the world

© 'That
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That no man can carry on his ranufaure if the
officer is permitted’ to take his ‘fock’ in ‘every ftage of
the manufafture; and not bemg permitted ‘to do- fo, the
illicit trader will ‘have" opportunity of bungmg mto hlS
ﬁo\.k a confiderable quantity of fmuggled goods..

- ‘That the Excife Syftem never can attach on the mamg"dc—
ture of tobacco and’ funff'; and were it poffible to make it :
attach, it could not prevent frauds, Whlle the duty is near
ﬁ'ue times the valué of the raw material.” *

‘That' nothing but a very confiderable reduction of the

duty W1ll anfwer the purpofes of govemment and the fav'
tnader. o » it '

THOMAS WISHART of WESTMINS TER, depofed

THAT in hlS manufa&ure he experiences many inconve-
niencies ; that -he is. obliged to-employ two:rooms more -

~than he did before the commencement of this A&, todo -

the fame quantity of bufinefs; and.he is alfo- (from: the fre- -
quent taking of ftock by -furvey) reduced to.the neceﬁity
of keeping an additional fervant. . = - -

. That the increafe .of [£.135 per cent. upon Roll To—
bacco, ‘allowed by 'the A, is not fufficient’; for .that in
{ome. cafes -be has found it increafe thirty per cent. and he

- has been obliged to alter:his mode of manufacture, to :

avoid exceedmg the table, and.to add thc 1n01eafc neceflary -
i ) 4_ R ‘ . to.
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" to render the goods faleable and fuitable to his cuftomers
after the goods are: finithed, inftead of doing it in the
procefs of manufacture when it ought to be.done-. :

That he is obliged to make alterations in: laying doyvr;
‘and mixing fhuff-work different from what he did .bef?r¢
“the paffing of this Act; that his methQ‘dgp.f\ manufa&urmg

fhuff, he believes, to be different from that of moft others,
and he has, thercfore, not been able to. make any ufe of
Ehis ﬁlﬁﬂir‘eturns fince. the éommencc‘m'ent of the A&, and
in: confequence is -liable" to- confiderable ‘“lofs from ‘?hefe
returns growing mufty, by not being ufed in proper time;
~and Pigtail returns will be injured in like manner. .

That by complying with the: rules of" this Aé‘c. be ex-

pofes every fecret of bis trade—he is obliged -to give that

~ “information that never -but-one-fervant in the houfe, for

‘upwards. of fixty years, that his- father and himfelf have

.carried on the trade,. was put in pofiefiion of ; this one
 fervant can make the -fame fort of fnuff which no other
fervant, though fome have lived twenty years ;inl"the famﬂy,
ever .could.zdo-;':- e i e e Pemein b e 0
. That this is not-the only evil attending 'his bufinefs ;
every manufacturer’s fecret is particular, a}ld‘kﬁ'own only
to himfelf ; he would not hefitate.in faying' the great part

-of his ‘own fecret - confifts: i keeping the knowledge of  bis

mixture from any perfon; that he cannot now draw a permit
for -even two ‘pounds of fnuff, without putting down in
the requeft note the exact proportion there is of each.fort

in its that though previous to the excife furvey upon the

' «trade, he had mixed all the {nuffs he had on hand, fo that

it would be impofiible for any: perfon to make .agy:‘a,dvan; .

tage
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tage of the information he had ftated, yet when that
quantity is worked off, and he is obliged to comply with
this' A¢t in mixing, he has much fear that the fecret will
no longer remain with him—as long however as pofiible
he will endeavour to preferve that kno’wledge to himfelf. -

That every body hasa particular method of liquoring ;
and the allowance by this A& is fifteen per cent. on
‘Rappee, twenty per cent. on brown Scotch; but this.
credit is not allowed by the Board of Excife, unlefs the
g_ons are liquored in prefence of the officer ; which being
the laft fecret poflible to preferve, he has always given up-
the advantage of thofe credits fooner ‘than- have them on
fuch: conditions. - e U R
"That the fecrets are of confiderable value to.the trader,
as well as of the greateft confequence to the community
at large 5 that be would not. have taken [.2,000. Jor bisown
bufinefs previous to the paffing of this A. . .
That with refpe& to- the public revenues, thefecrets -

- are of more. material advantage, being' the means of pre-

ferving {o large a portion of revenue on the article of
tobacco ; this A& now gives the' manufacturer abroad
every advantage over the manufacurer here..

- That every trader’s connections are eafily traced ; and:

~ the manufaéturer abroad may find out what houfe in town

{erves any particular country ; may manufadture as near as
poflible to that article which the houfe in town is accuf-,
tomed. to-do for -that country, ‘which this A& will;, in,“‘
gcnérgl, cenable him to’'do; and confidering . that fnuff -
manufactured abroad can be landed arid fold at little. more -
' E. - than

e Y A
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than a fhilling a pound, and that the manufadturer in town
cannot fell it for lefs than two (hillings and two-pence to
three fhillings, it is eafy to perceive the advantage which
the fmuggler and manufaﬂurer abroad have over the ‘ma-
nufaé’cmer at home. : : :

That it is zmpajzble the exc /e con attach: on. the mwzzg’dc—
ture of tobacco, an article {o various’ and Complcx in-its

opemtxon, and fo intimately depending on the ftate of the
atmofphere ; or that any modes or rules for the allowance

of increafes and decreafes' will be fu{huent to prote& the

fair trader againft the {fmuggler.

That the table of allowance in the A& gives opportu=
nity to an iilicit trader to introduce fmuggled tobacco into
his premifes, toa confiderable amount, w1thout the rlfque

of being deteted, for that he has found deficiencies in-his -

own frock, from one furvey to another," ‘of five hundred

pounds, which, if he had been inclined, he might have

made good by goods that he had not. pald duty for.. .

GFORGE FRANCKLYN of BRISTOL, depofed

T HAT he has carried on the trade about ten years, to
the amount of about one hundred and forty hogfheads ‘

nnually

T hat
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That he objects to the A& becaufe it provides that
tobacco which is found unfit for one putpoﬁ, and fit only

for being laid down in fnuﬁc—wo;k thall be fo lald down-

1mmed1ately, vhich is not p1a<5’“1cable.
‘That it is fome we»ks before the manufa&me of a pa;-

cel is finifhed, during whlch time he, cannot qu any part

other goods of the fort. That in Wclff‘]mcr Lu S QA

tities of Shag Tobacco in fmall paclmcres, for tm conve-
nience of country. mopkpeper a great deal of returns
arifes, for which the A& has made no p1ov1ﬁon that he
has been under the neceffity of adding to {fome articles, in
procefs of manufa&ule, to prevent an mcreafe b’*mg fodnd
in the frock of 1eturns, and theleby been obhgcd to ufquc
one penalty to. avoid anothe1.

T hat th1s A& e‘mofes a very mateual myﬁery in the
fnuﬁ' tracL by giving the officer a knowledfre of both the
quahty and quantity of the materials compofing the fnuff-
work ; fo. that the officer who firveys bis bouf, may e{z/ iy

thereof to fupply hxs cuﬁo*nels, and may not live any

.5350;716 acquainted with the peculiar myferies of bis trade.

‘That fnuff-work of one laying down may not be mixed
with fouff-work of another laying down, which is abfo-

lutely nec‘.ﬁ"aly to be. done for”thc pzefexvfltlon of cc1 tam |
Aflavors. '

That thlS Aé't does not promde for the diymﬂ of

fouff-work at the- houfes of perfons who have no ftoves
at their mills: the greater part of the mmuf&é‘tmers of
_Brlf’col dry their fnvﬁ’-—v&'m k at home.,

| ‘_Ti_‘lat‘
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Lhit tobacco, which had been weighed up’ for {nuff-
work, and found by the manufaturer anfit for any fpe- :
cies of fwuff he has a fule for, mny not be. returned to his
unmanufactured frock, or to the ‘manufa@ure of any
{pecies of tobacco. That he has been frequently obliged
to éxchange large qmntxtles of tobacco which had been
weighed up for fnuft-woxk or ruin hlS tmde by manufqr-
turing an ordinary atticle. :

“That the taking of ftock every twenty- ~eight days is
attended with great injury to the goods, a very confi-
derable expence, as well as hindrance of ‘bufinefs, himfelf
and three or four fervants having been employed from:
one and a balf to two days in this fu;vey with the officers.
That he is perfuaded by this furvey no check is ‘made:

upon the fraudulent trader, as b may bave many thou-

Jond poumf: weight of tobacco in bis pojcﬁﬁan for which be

bas not paid duz‘y, AND WHICH HE ‘MAY OBTALN PER-~

\uﬂ*s FOR.
'lhat the variations in mmufaé’cure are oreat and. un=

. cerfain, vdependmg much on the native qual ty of the raw:

matenals, and ‘the {kill of the wokaen, that he has
had fomne inftances in fhag and roll tobacco, where they
have exceedéd the table, and has been obliged, in order-
to avoid the pemlnes and forfeitures,. to remove the ex-
cefs wuhout the knowledge of the officer.

‘Fhat he has a cafe which he intends laying before the
Commiflioners of Excife, where a parcel of roll tobacco.
has exceeded the table forty-two pounds in thirteen hun--

“dred pounds of leaf tobacco.,
. n - . . Th"at
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Thatin the manufacture many inftances have occuried:

wherein- he might' have got from five to fifteen per cent,
by the introdultion of - fmuggled goods{td bring thefe
articles to the weight allowed; (o that i 7s impoffible any
given rule can apply to protedt the Jair trader, and fecwe
the Revenue.

That the A& proh1b1ts any opexanon except grmdmg
being performed- upon fnuff-work at the mill; whereas

- 1t is neceffary to the completion of the manufaGure of

fome fnuff to increafe it rwenty- -five o t/am‘y per cent..
Jrom the weight of the dry work when fent to the mill,
and that it is 1mpoﬁible to get up. the goods in a faleabla
condltxon in any other way..

- That the Law is'fo excecdmg dark as to the nghts thc
manufacturer may have of makmg any. addltlon either at
home or at the mllls, that fome of the officers. fay if the
mcrea_/é is made at bame, z‘bey will ﬁzze all the qddxtzons
whxch are made 5 others ﬁy ztﬂvz// not be dine at the il
and in conﬁrmatxon of this a'mdnufacurer at Briftol has
had upwards of #ws- bu;‘za’red pounds of JHuff taken fron
bim by the officer who' fmveys his mill, though the inuﬂ"
with all ‘the 1ncre"1fe made’ upon it, did not reach the table

of' allowance bV near ten pel cent._and thefe Ooods have
not’ been reﬁomd k |

That he is fullj per faaded the fyf‘em of Excife qpphed

to the manuf*&ure of’ tobacco will not increafe the Reve--

:nu‘c.; that the mifchief does not lay in. thc manuﬁ\f‘cory
: 2>
botin the tmnﬁt and confnmptxon 5 thﬂt to thc, wmward

of Bnﬁo] tobacco, is- now offucd in lax ge quanmxes at.

the
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the low price of rs. pérpound, brought from the Conw
tinent, and from Guernfey and Jerfey, WhCley the- txade
of bnﬁol is very : much upon £ I;c dcchne. o .

 RICHARD NEALE, of Barsros, depokl,

That he has been in the txade upwaxds of ten years 5
that he manufa@ures (hort cut tobacco, ﬂmg tobacco, roll
tobacco, and Scotch fnuﬁ' to thc amount of from ﬁfty to
feventy hOthchs per ycqr. ) :

That in the mmufaé’tuc of roll tobacco thxs A& is
rmapphcable in the allowance of ﬁftcen PGL “cent. becaufc
fome tobacco will not take tcn ocx cent. and fome will
take twenty per cent. mcreafe, dcpendmg upon the qua-
lity and condmon of the raw matcrlal wh1ch 1s vanous

nd uncertain as to the cffc& of operatxon. ,

‘That he has found an’ increafe of nmeteen per cent
‘upon this branch of manufa&uxe, by which he had in-
curred a penalty of/' 20; and forfeiture of thc fmplus
goods 3 but upon ftating his cafe to the Commlﬁioncrs of

Excife, tlns cxccfs wis 01dered to be admntted into his
ﬁock ’lt the flmc he was told that fuch mdu]gcnce could
not be again granted ‘that thclclole the manufa&urer is
‘prevented from making the moft of his pxoperty, as, wdli
a8 1endcung his goods fmtable to his cuftomers.

T L ol i S S

That

i

- That the A& allows tobacco to be ftained with a liquid
dye in the manufetory, but that the manufacturer will
incur a penalty of [, 50, if the ingredients of which this
liguid is made fhould be found in bis enter'd prem ifes.

That in the xmnuﬂxcturuw 1680 pounds cho})t of'"

fnuff- work for Scotch fhaff, he has found a decreafe of
not outc fifteen and a half . -per cent. on the raw nmte-—
rials ; and at another mm, in° manufacturing. the like
quantity for the fame purpofe, he hasfound a dccxcafc of
nineteen per cent. from which he fays a latitude is af-
forded to the unfair trader to introduce fmuggled goods,
without the danger of being detected by the furveying
officer, and may obtain permits for its removal upon fule,.

as if the goods had been reg ulaliy p,crmlttcd into hxs _

ﬁock T ; RSP . :
'lhat upon the whole, he is convmced no general

rules can-apply to the manufacture of tobacco. and" {nuff,
‘becaufe the raw material is uncertain in its. native quahty

and confequently will produce more or lefs, even under

~the fame operations of manufacture, and that if it were
‘poffible always to procure tobacco of the‘fa,mc‘qvuahty for
each pa»rticulat purpofe: of ' manufacture, ‘the different
~methods of the manufacturers in - treating the goods muft
1'caufc"~variations inthe proceeds, and therefore the furvey -
of keepmg ftock upon the manufacturer. cnnnot tend to
“check the unfair tlader, but by ret uc’mcr the bufinefs of

the “fair manufacturer, increafing the expences of his

~trade, and caufing wafte and. damage to his goods, by
ifxequently movmg it for the puxpofe of Wcmhmg, will

xcdurc
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reduce the fair trader to the neceflity of raifing his prices,

‘and thereby afford a greater advantage to the fmuggler.”

That thelicence duty, the expence of an additional
yearly fervant, and lofs of time by delay and interruption
in his trade fince this A& commenced he eﬂlmates at
,(; 160 per annunt.” : K

‘That he is therefore of opinion, that Excife regulations
in thefe manufadures will in the end le{Ten the Revenue,
by de{hoymg a great palt of our trade. -

]OSEPH BUSHELL of LIVERPOOL, depofcd

TrAT he ﬁnds great inconvenience in the taking of’ his -

ftock, which:the exmfe officer does every- ten days; which
takes up his fervants  time @ whole day, ~and. fometimes
#wo, DURING WHICH HIS" BUSINESS: "“1\4us_1?»‘: ~sT;AN1)
‘STILL; befides bis goods being injured. : ¢

- 'That he is compelled ito keep double the ﬁock of goods

' he formerly  did for the fupply of “his. cuftomers; by
which he incurs an expence of £ 70 per annum for intereft
on bis additional capital, befides L. 30 per annum for an

additional warehoufe, and L.40 per annum for-a clerk,——

Call which he faved before the A& took place, wb en “béfdz"d

mnore. ézg/‘m G othan be does now.

~"That he finds it impoflible’ to: comply w1th the A&:
;,o as to avoid pemlt:cs, as gbe article of tobaceo is per-

5 : ' petually
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petually undergoing variations in welght in every ftage of
his bufinefs. : L

That he objetts to the lofs of time and hmdrance of
bufinefs; occafioned by the notices to be g.xv“n in different
branches of the trade. '

- He objects alfo to the bond for 3: gd. per pound re=
quired wpon exportgtx,on,;w.h;ch bond:cannot be cancelled
but by a certificate from ‘the port for which it was en~

tered—And it is in fome cafes impoflible, from. the-par-.

ticular circumftances of the. trade from . Liverpool, to.

procure fuch . certificates.  For the want - of  which the

Manufacturer and Exporter.may be completely ruined.. .

RICHARD BAK R, Of LONDON, depofed
Thqt he was a- Toéczcw Engzre and Pmﬁ-mzzker
That he had fent many utenfils for manufacturing to=

bacco: and fnuff abroad, fince the commencement of the

Tobacco Excife A&, and had then Ode‘fS*ﬁxlcori)pleate‘d'

- That, fince the high duties took: place, he had’found
his trade increafe abroad, as 1t decneafed in thxs country,

havin g ‘made”-

# He perh‘lps makes more. engines’ and preﬂ'es, than all the ‘men’ in
}waland befides, » e ; e

1
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- For thxs Country. - For Abroad. "+
dn 1781 - 15 Engines. - 3 Engines.
1785 st T : 3 .;:' s
1788 - 4 - «8‘ =
1789 = X g

That he ‘had Jately dlfcharged ‘eight af bz: men ; and
had he not envaged in another lineof buﬁnefs, muft have
parted with more ; though he did- not know thdt he had
loft one cuftomer in England. - e

~ That, for thirty years, his predeceﬁ‘or and he had con~
flantly employed from four to fix nién, in ‘making boxes to
cut tobacco in :—for twelve months paft he had fcarcely
been able to employ one man in that branch: and that,
as the boxes are continually wearing eut, when the ma-
nufacturer is at work, (it being ufual for each manufac-
turer to have two fets a year) and doubly fo now, on
account of tobacco being cut much finer than formerly,
the declination of that part of his trade was an indubitable

country. .

That, . 1f the manufactuter were at Work he could not
withhold or keep back ‘his orders for boxes, without
doing himfelf an injury of ten times the amount of the
value of the boxes. . = 0 o : EES ‘

. That he had now twelve engines and preﬁ'es ready by
him, whereas, ’till within thefe two years, he had never
been able to keep any before-hand. R T

proof of the demeq/i’ of t/oe maanaé’z‘yre qf z‘oédcco in z‘lm

That, about two months fince, a 1nanufa€turet abroad
had countermanded an order for three engines, owing to.
. 5 " : ~areport,

A MW ;W R TS S e
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2 report that the Act would be répealed and the duties re-

ducedy in fwlmb cez/é, be fam’ /Je fwoula’ ﬁz‘zle i this.
coszf] .

“That another petfon had oﬁ‘ered hxm an order for a fet
of horfe utenfils, onh the following conditions :—If the-
Act were repealed, and the duty reduced in twelve
months, he fhould take them again, and have £ 6o. for

- the ufe of them : if not, he fhould have his full price.

That he had heard: of four: manufacturexs Who ‘had:

. fettled abroad.

That there were bur two pe;fom befides hxmfelf m:‘
London, in the fameline of buﬁnefs ¥ and one quéem /Jad:
Jailed about three weeks ago. : »

‘That hedid not- beheve the perfon,, in the {ame line of
bufinefs, who had not failed, employed a.man one day n
the weék in the tobacco trade..

‘ That he had never heard of their attempting to make

engmes abroad, till within z‘bcyé engt months.

That he makes utenfils for manufacturmg in New-
caﬁle NorW1ch Chef’cer, Sheﬂield &c.. and did" not:
know of any perfon in the counny who is emment in his.

",'hneofbuﬁnefs. T AR

N T
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JO HN HARDING, of Loxbox, .
(au ‘Officer of Excx(e) depofed,

That he ﬂnveyed MVH‘ S"zles and Polhxd Meﬁ
Hains and Co. :
“That he was not allowed by law to: chgh 'any tobacco

111 aé’cual operation. o . .
- That he could.zo# tell when tobacco was in opemz‘zon.
That he only weighed fuch tobacco as the manufacturer

. pointed out to bim not to be in a ftate of manufatture.

That he had not found the -manufactured. goods to an=
fwer to the table of allowances; -and here- he ftated fome

. of the variations he had met with; fheng that there
~ were {ometimes increafes, and fometimes, decreales. '\bove

ot below the allowances in the iame 'lrtlcle, none of

- which he could account for, except an increale of zws

 bundred and twenty ;bozmds in a paxcel of fhag that had -

_arifen from the manufacturer havmg brought to the feale,

.. and wexghed fome tobacco n operation, along with, and as -

- part of a parcel, which was compleatly manufaﬁwed % i
‘That he was well perfuaded the increafes which he had :

met with, had not been ﬁaudulently occafioned, though

he confeffed it was out of hIS _power to know Whether
they had or not. ' '

# If the mamg‘hﬂumr bsz f cannot di ﬁmazu/b between that WHICH IS,
.4nd that WHICH 1s NOT in operation, how is the.officer to doit? -

+ By his {’catements it appeared that one marufaGurer’s ftock amounted
'to ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED AND
THIRTY—SFVEN POUNDS; exch/'ve of goods-in operation of manufactures -

. which ftock the, A& empowers: hlm to wugh AS OFTEN AS HE THINKS
.' PROPER. : v

jOSHUA,

4
4

[V
]OSHUA HUTTON, of Lowpoy,

(a Surveyor in the Excife,) depoied o

IN addition to what John Harding had
That .on taking the ftock of Mr. Hutchinfon, in

'Gracechmch ftreet, on the 4th of March laft, he found a

confiderable decreafe in the whole of the ‘frock ; but that
he met with an increafe of rhirty poundsin the artxcle of
rappee, which /Jeﬁzzed*

Thatat the time he feized it, be /aczfl no reafon fo belzeve,
cither that, or any of the increafes in Mr. Hutchinfon’s
ftock, had been #n confequence of the introduétion of
fmug«r/ed z‘obacco, or other unfair pm&’z‘zces.

That, when he wexghed the returns: of roll or fhag
tobacco, he made ‘no deduction from the weight for
liquor.

That the welghmg of the ﬁock took up a good deal of

time; and the notices and declarations were ccrtamly

tedxous and troublefome to the manufactuler'

THOMAS STEVENS, of«'Lomo'N,;_'i
: (a Surveym of Excxfe) depofed

THE f\me in eﬁeé‘c that John Hardmg had done. ‘

© *'In the three precedmg furveys, M. Hutchmfon had a DECREASE oF
FORTY-SIX FOUNDS in the amcle of rappees

R e e IR A R‘ICHAR‘D?»
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RICHARD }ONES of LONDON
(a ng s Warehoufc-keeper) depofed,

THAT, on the r2th of ]anu'l’ry laft, Mr, Edwqrd.

Spencer imported a cafk of foreign fnuff, “weighing, at
the time it was brougnt mto the ng Waxchoufe
5Cwt. 3 qu. 23 1b. ‘ : ,,

"That, when Mr. Spencer took out of the Warchoufe
and paid-duty for faid catk on the 16th February laft, 1:*.
bad increafed 16 1b. weighing then 6 Cwt. o qu. 11lb.

JEREMIAH SEARLE, of Lonboy,

(a Surveyor of Excife) dcpofcd

THAT, on the 13th March laft, be found an mcreafe of
6 1b. in Mr. Spencer’s foreign fnuff, which 4e feized.

In other refpeéts Jeremiah Searle confirmed the tefti-
mony of the preceding officers; as did alfo Benjamin
Spiller and Sobn Pike, two other Excife .officers 5 all of

them confeffing, that, when they went into a’ tobacco -

n.xanu{a&o‘r‘y, they could wot tell what tobacco they had a
right to weigh—that they had met with many increafes

above the.allowances, which they could not account
‘ for—that they bczd no method of detecting Sfraud in the

- manufactory——and that the fair ‘trader was hablc to
INEVITABLE FORFMTURES.

CHARLES

CHARLES LLOYD THOMAS o, BRISTOL,
(an Excife Ofﬁcer) depofed,

TTHA’I‘ he had never met with any- 1nc1eafes above the

" allowance, except in the article of Scotch fnuff. De-

creafes he had frequent]y found, and fome unaccountable,
otherwife than by imagining the goods had been fold in
retail 5 all the manufa&mers he furveyed being in. that

line of the bufinefs. -
That he pip kNow what part of the ﬁock he had a

right to weigh, without bemg mformed by the manu-
Sfacturer. -

That he DID NOT KNOW When he hada rlght to wexgh ,
fome of the articles, without being informed by the manu-

fat‘iurer.
- That the Excife would attach on tobacco, as well as

many other articles.

JOSEPH SALES, of LonboN,
(2 Tobacconift) depoled,

TuAT no table of allowances could be framed to fecure
the Revenue, that would not at the fame time. {ubject
the fair trader to inevitable penalnee

That, he was convinced, many fmall, but vcxy honeft

mmuflcturers, were under the neceffity of having re-
courfc
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“courfe to c[mzd ﬁme pmﬁzces, to fave their indubirable
propem‘y R :
That he had been thnty years -in the buﬁnefs ; and in
all that time had never been able to afcertain what would :
be the producc of any ngen quantny of the raw- mate-
~rial, SENRE i :
That the Act expofea’ very valuable fecrcts in the ma- N
nufacture of fuff, -+ - g e ' v
~That he had confidered- his: fecrets INVALUABLE, z‘zl!'i” o |
tbe commencement of the Aét ;. and therefore thought it an ,
mfrmgement of his rights and prwﬂeges as‘acitizen,
~ That he was of opinion No MopIFICATION of the Act
whatever Would fecure the Revenue, and protect the fair
trader.s i A EERRETEN - v o

A Rt b s



