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MEMEBER Of PARLIAMENT.

- HoNourep Six, -

1 Receiv’d yours of the 26th paft,’
| with the enclos’d Pamphlet, in-
I tituled, 4 Letter from a Mem-
ber of Parliament to bis Friends’
- in the Country, concerning the’

b e

| Duties on Wine and Tobacco, with this Mot

t, Magna et Veritas 8 pravalebir yand ac-
cording




cording o your Defire, have read and filly

‘confider’d every part of it, expecting to find
‘therein fomething fuperior: in ,Argu};r};ntf o

- any thing I had met with Aamongf{: tl (13:‘ many,

“that were wrote before by the Aut 1,01.‘3,-11,'{{1,:3} |
tavour of Excife;now become the grand ng(i-é
tion between them and the Merchants an
Traders of this Kingdom ; but toh{ny.SurT
prize, T could not meet with any thing mai
terial; it containing little more than general

Suggeftions of Frauds amongft the Togzgg ‘,

ine-traders, fupported by falfe
‘iar?lcéggllgfe in the Igzgzux'e of Things, and
‘which feem calculated, with much So-
phiftry, to amufe and miflead Gent}e;n%),
who not having had Opportunities in 1;. e
pratical part of Bufinefs, might notT lf'e
‘thro’ the Difguife, and avoid the Snare. ! is
Introduétionto you,Sir, whomlfind, by what
you fay in your Letter, too much byafs d?i'ln
favour of this artful Pamphlet,may feem a lit-
tle harfh and fevere; but 1 beg your Patience a

" attack this Author in the prinmp:}l partﬁ_v%f
his Performance ; promifing, at the fame time,

to the main Point in ‘Debate; an’d‘ball’il"lgj L
;;idﬁlis,'l {hall only add, that you know T

 am neither Jacobite: nor Republican, but- 2
%ﬁt:clxl':ltf}filen% to Monarchy, and one of his
prefent Majefty’s moft faithful Subpgi’cs, L

T

(7)

. 'Tue Author begins with an Apology - fot-'

| his being above fix Weeks informing himfelf

| convinc’d of | their
| that the Perfons accu
| were innocent of the

" which it feems- they,

| they fhould now,

| of what wasneceflary relating to the Contents,
| that the Anfwer to
| had fent him on the Subjeét of Excifes, might

to the Letter his EleGors

be the more particular and more fatisfaCor 3
and ' fays, he was furpriz’d that, fince -what
he told them in the Recefs of Parliament, and
» on his" Credit ‘barely,
fuppofed was tirue, and fo-thinking, abhorr’d
the notorious Frauds committed in thefe two
Branches of the publick Revenue: Yet that
’ oW, on hearing the Perfons con-
cern’d on the other fide' of the Quéttion. for
themfelves, be ftaggered in their Opinion, or
bein{g by him deceiv’d, and
ed, in a general way
Charge againft ’em.

|  Pray what caufe of Wonder js there in.

{ all this? Is it not rather matter of Surprize,

{ thathe fhould expet Gentlemen o

. ] part from .common Juftice,

little, defigning in the following Sheets to {bpon hearing only one fide j
| | L think it is, and leave that to your Confide-

; e eery | ratjon ; and to the. Paragraph now before me
£0 obferve a becoming Decency, and o keep.

far to-de-
-as .to determine
of the Queftion ?

allonly retort his' own Conclufion, How lia~

| ble well meaning Perfons are to be artfully
| impos’d upon by interefted and ‘defigning
| Men, and by bold and falfe Affertions.

HE goes fo:n'a‘n;d‘ f'ays,’ hé, Weis riéa-l'ly yt'o‘ﬁch}"d,"

| confideration that tho’ he had ferv’d his

Ele&ors




 tion, to hear and duly fo rogard ehe Repre.

(8)
Flefors many years, they tll.now, had lefy
E};@igg:e?; g:i'}ﬁibei:t 'andttu'nl.)yg{;s{dv,; to adk
as he {houid judge in his Confeience wotild be

"moft beneficial to. his Country, and -them in
- .moft beneficial to. his Country; and the
~ pasticular ; -and 1o dotibt -every : Peifon - lo-

nour’d with fo high a/T r‘.ufci “who con%nubes
fo to alk, from a Conftience uafully’d by
Penfions; Places or Bribes, hathvgﬁc in himn
. Power, fof that good End; ahd yet In my
humble Opinion it:becomes fuch an ?I}%;.-‘a’?:-
cording ‘to. common Senfe and our Conftity:
fentations of his Blettorsy when theylnd,
“after having ele@ed him to reprefent theim,

that Attempts are made upon him to fap the

" Foundation of the People’s ‘I;ilién‘jﬁe‘s‘,; in ordi:p
" to overturn them, afnddeftroy that abfohitely

neceffary. Equilibrium, fo happily fectled i

" our Conftitution of Government: And I ap- |

_ peal to the Pra&tice of former T1mes, Whe-
" ther this is not the People’s nght, by puftmg
you in mind that it was the- Cuﬂom 1ere;
 tofore, when any Aflalr of gfeat momeT:
was offer’d. in Parliament, for it t'roff‘ ¢ on }rrl
‘propofed towards the'end of the Seflions, in

- “order that the Members; at their return 1o

théir feveral‘Coi‘m‘tiésﬁandfB@_C)gghggmght cop;
fult and advife wi‘h the Ele€tors thereon, 5?1;(1
inconfequence; they came up the ??gtﬁléiefb
the more capable to g&,tll‘el'e1?11.,ag1~eeal le t0
“the general Good of the Nation, WI]'{Q"’}of
réadily allow ought always to take place ol

i T ° And reallv. Sir, this AU
particylar Intereft. ~ And xgallly, Sir, 'tblgleL"&

~the Excife

ey

“thor’s Concern at fuch ai rightful Liberty,j as.

~ hath been of late exerted, naturally begets 4.

Sufpicion, that it may become the Opinion, if
not the Judgment of fome, when once cho-
fen, to-difregard their Principals, -and con~

“clude that they are at full Liberty to deliver

up Magna Charta, as well as all the other
~valuable Tenures,

- berties are held; and when once they get

by which the Znglifp 1.i-

this Length, and that they find their own Ac-
counts in the Sum propoled or given for fuch
a Purchafe, what may be expetted, but Sla-
very and Chains ? e

‘Tue Author labours to prove, that the
general, or almoft univerfal ‘Oppofition to
> Excife Laws, or the Extenfion thereof,
comes all from the fame few Perfons, who
are of the Committee that drew up the Ad-
vertifement in Loudyn ; but how does he do.

it 2 "Why it feems the Words  People have

chofen to fignify their diflike to 2hem vary fo

lictle from that, that.ir’s like a Copy; and
~all he brings as a Proof is,

| 1 that the Traders
in London have an Influence on - their Cor«
refpondents in the Country, by having ob-

. tain’d almoft a Monopoly of thofe two Brap
-~ ches of Trade in Queftion, and

: | {o terrify .
Men into difmal Apprehenfions withoutFoug.
dation ; but with as much ‘Truth he mighe
have faid any thing, Tobacco and Wines e~
Ing as free from a Monopoly as any two Com-:
modities in the Kingdom; and by the Na-
- -~ B ture




(10
ture of the Trade in them, as it now ftands;
muft remain {o; for every Port in the King-
dom hath the fame Liberty of trading there-
in as Lowdon, and moft of them do, with

this particular Advantage as to' the Wine
 Trade, that all Wines imported into the Out-

Ports pay about four Pounds per Tun lefs
than what is brought ‘into London ; and fo
far as I can find, by the reading of what is
wrote, as well as by the Converfation T have .
had with thofe againft a General Excife, the |
Extenfion of Excife Laws, or any Alteration

in the prefent Method of colleting the Pub-

lick Revenues, their Meaning is, that no o-
ther Commodities, the Duties whereof are

" now colle@&éd by ‘Cuftom-hoeufe Officers, may

be put under the Commiffioners of Excife;
for tho’ the attempting to put Wine and To-
“bacco only under them is now in Queftion,and
itis urg’d, that this by no means can fairly be

- galled aiming at ‘a General Excife, which if’

‘meant with regard to our Produce, is true;
yet every Addition of that Kind 1s a Step on-
~wards for an Fxcife on all other imported

Commodities; and that being once attained,

may very properly be called 2 General Ex-
¢ife, refpeting Commodities imported, tho’
not with regard to our own Produttion ; and

1 chink it may ‘more plainly be underftood,
in the remaining Pait of the Difpute, to cail

an Fxcife, including all our own + roduce as
well as ‘what we import, an univerfal one;
snd orly that on all foreign Commodities
b e ! a GCDC*S

General one; and thisT would be underftood

~in what Uthall {ay further on this Subje:, -

- Tue Author’s next Bufinefs is, to fugge(t
an evil. Defign in tlie Framers of the Adver-
tifement, purpolely to ftrike a Terror into
.the People’s Minds of imaginary Dangers; -
which I can by no means allow; 'ndi;?tllé‘z

~ they had only their own. private Intereft in

view ; for the Behavicur of Excife. Officers
hath been the Occafion of fuch Complaints ;
‘and they can’t, even whilft this Affair is on
the Carpet, refrain fhewing what they would -
b\e at, (Vide the Kent /b Letter in the Dazly
Journal of the rath of Fan.)  and I have
‘other Inftances ready to produce of the fame

“Nature; nor is this to be:wonder’d. at, for

’tis too obvious, that Officers when- vefted
witha Power oyer the Perfons, or Properties

- of other Men, from natural' IlJ-Nature or

the Love of Domination, are very apt to op-
prefs them, efpecially if ‘they pleafe, or gra-
tity their Superiours, from whom, by fo'do-

ing, they are to expetl Preferment:- And I

will lay it down here as a Certainty, that
the fewer we have of them the better, and
t:he" more likely to preferve the Liberties our
Anteftors have, ac fo much Coft and Pains,
na‘ngicd “down to us; but it feems; by this
Writer, that the prefent Oppofition ‘15, dife:

turbing to the Peace and Quict we are enjoy-
ing, as' the Effect of late Negotiations, by:

‘which our Commerce is extended, ¢5¢. This -

B2 - I cons

L4




( ‘1’2 )

T confefs fet me a thinking, and I would fain
have found it true, that our Commerce is €x-

‘tended ; buttho’ you know, Sir, my Situation

gives me an Op«portunity of knowing the Cer-

- tainty hereof, I aflure you my. Experience

forces. me to think that it is of late very

‘much decay’d, and that iris daily growing
cworfes o

the ‘Words General Excife, as if the Oppoters
meantan Univerfalone; but that being agreed
by himenot pratticable, T need fay no more
about it, only that tho’a Cry in Queen Anne’s
Days; of the Danger of the Church, might
be ‘a ‘contriv’d thing, without a reafonable
Foundation, for certain Ends and Purpofes,
vet, when'I confider the Attempts that were

 made by the ‘Spaniards on Gibraltar, ‘as
well by Force as by formal Demands at our .
Coutt, under Pretence of a Royal promife -
for: its *Reftitution, -and the Endeavours of

, fome Perfons then in Power, for the load-
ing*Trade with the Expences of a Civil Go~
vernment, which- they then pretended to be
about eftablithing there, in expectation that

the:Merchants {hould come into- the parting -

withvit'as'a Place of no great Benefit, 1
can’t butallow this to have been a juft Caule
for crying’ out, that this “invaluable Fortrefs

to: the' Trade: of the ‘Mediterranean was in
~ Danger, and do verily believe the Cry fovd

i-ti.:'; g A . :
e A ’ IR R s FINE S S .
O S L DR A IN

'. INthenext plaée, this Author plays Upoﬁ,

- the Argument ;ftoo

(13)

In the next Paragraph, he confelles that

 the giving additional and exorbitant Powers

to the Perfons intrufted with the Colle&ion
}and'Ma_nafgemcpt of .the feveral Duties rais’d
by way of Excife, or the laying additional
Impofitions -on the feveral Commodities al-
‘ready charged with any Duty, payable ei-
‘ther by way of Excife or Cuffom, have ne--
ver been thought of 15 nor can I find, by any
of the Pamphlets publifl’d on the Opponents
Sidefof the Queftion, that they fo much as

fuggeft it. .

‘Bur the Oppbﬁﬁdﬁ, IfoWh,"'is, ﬁs hé at laﬂ:

~concludes, againft the Alteration of any pre-

{ent Laws, from the Cuftom-boufe to the £x-
cife; and if he had been Conteré to hai‘vflét.
he Argument ftood fo, I am well affured,
tho’ he is pleafed to fay, that if it ftood b;
it felf it would be univerfally exploded, that
he'd have found it an infupportable Task
to have overturn’d it; and therefore, confci-

~ous thereof, he artfully. varies the Terms
thus, To oppofe any Alteration in the pr

Sent  Method of collecting the Publick ZZ:): (
vennes 5 and though no ene, that 1know of,
is_for fuch an Oppofition, yet having' made
a Man of Straw, he fays, this alone is the .
thing that lays. him under any Difficulty in_
“3 This hews the Author I b se oo ol ii
o s Couit s o e i o oo e T

his
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his Conduct, and requires a more particu-

Iar Confideration.

o Invthe Pages 1+, 17, comes a wholé Cliain
of Ifs, which prove nothing; and as he hatl

fet me an Example, give me Lcave to pre-’

fent fome in-my turn. - If the fuppofed E-
vils ‘of Smuggling Tobacco and Wines -can
be cured by a due Execution of the prefent

Laws, under the Management of the Com-
miffioners of the Cuftoms, without any Ad-

ditionof Officers at all 'anc.‘l"'\ivi’tlitogtdep‘ri;;
Vingqtlxe Subjet of his. Liberty of Tryal

per Pares : 1t there fhall-appear to be no

Occafion of Officers entring and’ ranfacking
our Houfes, for “of their ‘bc’nr‘r,l’g made privy’
‘to our Dealings in the Jawful Way ot our
~ Callings, and the Revenue as well fecured,,
‘as if ‘thefe Shackles'were put upon us, Which

is the Method to be taken? And that this
“End, the curing of Frauds, may be attained
without any Infringement of our Liberties,

T am very ‘well affured; and in the next

lace Pllreadily‘allow, that it becomes the
indifperfible Duty of" the Legiflators, arri
every fair Merchant or ‘Trader, o endca-
vouir to dete& and' to prevent them; but

fieft let’s examine how he proves that Frauds

 are committed? -:Why 4“_thu_s ,he faYS, zt z: m’-
ceffary in the fitft Place, to lay it down as
a Truth. Great and monftrous Frauds are

- .

committed in the Tmiportation and Exporta- .
tion of thefe two Commodities ; and that if

hc

Tl

(15)
he fhould fay that no Duty is ‘paid for one
half, or perhaps two thirds of -them, confu-
med at Home, he is fully perfuaded it is
fhort of the Truth: Nay, he believes ’tis {o

- notorious a Falt, that the moft zealous Ad- -

vocates again{t the propofed Alterations, as
they have not yet, {o they will not deny it.
What his Grounds are for fuch a Charge he
beft knows ; but till the Proof comes, I beg
Leave to obferve, that by this Rule, ‘he may
afferc any thing he fhall judge neceflary -for
certain Ends and Purpofes, whether true or
falfe, and I call upon him to retra&t or prove
this ‘Aflertion publickly: And tho’ he fays,
"Tis junneceflary to enter minutely into the -
Methods of fuch Frauds, yet I think, fince
his ip/e dizst is not fufficiént o beget a Be-
lief of the Truth of the Affertion, it had been
the firlt Work he fhould have gone upon, to
thew how the Evil (if any there be) hath
happened; and that *tis an odd Method, and
Quackifh, to preferibe a Remedy before the
particular Dileafe is known. His next Work,
in order to amufe Gentlemen, not converfant
in Bufinets, is, to fuppofe a Cale quite. im-
pralticable in the Nature of. Things; that
Goods can be landed (where a regular Re-
port of the Ship’s Loading is made, for if he
don’t mean {o,  he. is uninteliigible) without
rhe Infpection of an Officer. For you know,
that two Iand-waiters are appointed, and
the Surveyor’s Bufinefs is.to {ee that they at-
tepd wheneyer ‘2 Ship delivers anyal’;—irtl of
her




(16 ) |
her Cargo afhore; and they muft both take
the Weights at the Scale, which is alfo de-
clar’d aloud by the Weigher. Oh! but thefe
Tand-waiters may be, and have been bribed to
put down lefs Weights than are call’d to "em,
and that then the Merchant hath them faft, and
~ may make them his Slaves for ever; this- a-
" gain fuppofes an Impra&icability : For the

%/,[erchant hath it not in - his Power to chufe
. the Land-waiters he would in fuch Cafes
have, to deliver his Goods; they being daily
appointed by one of the Commuffieners, who
take it by Rotation, without the Merchant’s
Privity, and by the Recommendation of the
Surveyors, who inform the Commffioners

which Land-waiters are moft at leifure from -

other Ships Work; fo that if the Importer
ftrove to alt fraudulently, he would have
" frefh Men to bribe on every new Occafion.
Thus, as well as many other Ways, are the

Revenues fecured, and if more Checks are

neceflary, ’tis eafy to fix them; fo as I ap-
prehend it would be morally impoffible to

commit Frauds; and I know  that this may

be done without the Intervention of arbitra-
ry Excife Laws ; under which it feems, (vide

#.32.) anadditional Number of Officers will

be wanted; and pray, what Security will the
* Crown havefrom their beinglcall’g Excife-
men, more than if they were under the
CommifTioners of the Cuftoms? = For furely

no one will fay, the altering the Direction |

can or will transfer Honefty'to' the Officers;

(17)

no one will fay, the altering the Direction,
can or will transfer Honefly to the Officers
who muft be emiploy’d ‘in the executive

part of the Bufinefs.. The Author before
me fays, a double Fraud is committed;

fitft, by fmall ‘Weights at Importation; |

and next, by large on Exportation; and
in Page: 28, that the Tobacco Merchants

-have a Myftery, by prefling it clofe to
~ make it dry and light-on Importation,
- which if true, is a Noftrum indeed. - But
- thofe ‘Affertions are abfurd, and fthew he’s

~writing about he knows not what ; then as
to Exportation, Page 28, he hath difcover’d

another unknown piece of Cunning, that-
they_ wet the Tobacco to make it heavy; .
‘which is fuch a wild /Thiought, . as one
‘would think no Man could poffibly enter~
tain, for it would {poil the Commodity; -
~.and Idefire him to prove any fuch Prac-

' In this Page he .pi'déeedi‘ng | upon his

falfe: Affertion in Page ‘12. drops- it cau-

tioufly into.a Suppofition, that a Faétor
imports .a -Ship Load of 'Tobacco, which

weighs bona fide 700 to 80> 1b per Hhd.
| 2nd that they mmy by Connivance ‘of the
‘Officer at the Scale be charged only as
‘weighing 50o0to 600 1b per Hhd. Now tho”
this is fuggefted in a general way upon all -
‘the Traders, as you’ll obferve his Method
| is thro’. the Book, .I am pofitive; ’tis not

o true




(18 ) |
* true upod any one of ’em;anddo callon him
* thus publickly to attempt the Proof on’t;
- -but for once let’s admit what he fug-

.gefts, and fee how that will make out what
~he hath afferted before, and what now fol-
‘Jows, that one half, or two thirds of the

. "T'obacco ufed forHome Confumption is run,

~ _and that the Importer’s Profit is immenfe.
' And to judge of that truly, be pleas’d to
' obferve that the medium Weight of a Hhd.

. - of Tobacco, is near 900 1. So thatif 200 1b
- were atually fecreted, and notpaid Duty

. for, the Importer, could he do it by himfelf,
“*would not gain above 28 per Cent. which

- from two thirds, or onehalf, differs vaftly :

- Thus wild is this Man in his Calculation.
- In the next'Page he blunders again, a-
-bout the Tobacco being: weigh’d at -the
-Key when intended for Exportation, and
fays, that there’s.no Occafion to {peak with

.. he fays, the Fa&or cheats the Crown of 2co

- (1)
Key, or up in the City; and is obligd et -
“he canbe fufler’d to put it from off” the Key

~(whither it muft be brought:to be fhip’dy -

to give one of the Searchers his Cocket,:
and one of the Under-fearchers, a thip-
ping Bill, andthey each conrain a particu-:
lar Accountof the Weights of all the Hhds.! -
they - would export; thefe Officers,: or ei- .

| ther of them, may examine every Hhd. and..

re-weigh them if they -pleafe; and as 1 am:
inform’d, {o ftrict is the Law, that .if:ai

| Fraud is-found in one of them, the wholé:-
| Parcel isforfeited. -~

 Inthe next Pléi'cé hé‘fl‘ﬁggeﬂs éhétﬁébMé; |

| thod of Frauds to -be committed by To- -

| bacco being run in again from Hollard or
| elfewhere,  which I’m well affured: he can
| never produce one Inftance of, fo fhall not .

| , | trouble you with any more on that Head, 3
the Officer, but he is left to do his Duty, § |

and he does it; andthen with a Here again

only to-query of our Author, how much’ .
cut. Tobacco "hath’ been {eized in all the .

| Kingdoms for feven Years paft.
16 per Hhd. -more ; but, asI have enquir’d § AL R
- fully into. the natitre of this. part of the |
. Bufinefs, 1 fhall ftate the Faélts exally as |

* - they are, and'leave you to judge how tru-
- ly he hath reprefented them. A Merchant, §

- or Fa&or, intending to export any quantity
~of ‘Tobacco he had imported; - either for
" hiscownor a Buyer’s Account;, canfeth his |
“ Tobacco to:be weigh’d at the Door of the |
- Warchoufe where- it lay, whether on' the |

- Axp now as - if he had been very
certain of his Fa&ts and Affertions before,
and prov’d them all, he fays, *Tis impoffi-
ble -for him, or a Degler in thefe Commo-
dities, to reckon up all the Artifices which -
are known to be made ufe of by unfair
Traders, to the prejudice: ofthe Nation,
and the honeft ‘Merchant in particular;
o €2 thus




(20 )

thus fupgefting there’s 2 Heap more behind

ftill; but as this can’t pafs forany thing |
‘with honeft Men, - nothing more need’ be

faid aboutit,

. Now, Winé-Traders, ftand clear, and

" hear his Charge upon you: Why you truly
{ell a poifonous. Compofition: of unknowin -

‘Matetials, and this is an undeniable Truth ;
‘arra «dear Shoul, this is.a very full Proof,
that the Author is:a Dear Joy, and of no-

thing more; for if the Compofition is un-

known, how comes the Conjurer to find
“out that it is a poifonous one. . =

. Bur to be ferious, and alittle more ex-

plicit with this: Writer’s Charge againft
the ‘Wine Traders, he has aflerted, Page

12, 16, and'2¢. That monftrous Frauds

are committed in the Importation: and Ex~
portation of Wines. That-a great deal
- is clandeftihely run, and far the gieatel

“Part of what is fold in Publick Houfes, is
‘nothing but a poifonous Compofition of
wnknown  Materials ;. that by the Knave-
. yies of Coopers and Vintsers in the Wing
“Trade, they fell ten times the Quantity
“of the Wines they purchafe from the ho-
et Merchant ; - by - thefe. unreafonable
-Mixtures of cheap,and perbaps poifonons,
Mateiials ; their {elling that Stuff for 18
 or 20 /. 2 Hoglhead, which-if 'a Cooper

. i

(21 )

or: Vinther happens to die, is never aps
‘prais’d, for-the Payment of: his- Debts,
at more than 5 ot 6% a Hogfhéad; by

thofe skill’d'in the Tradé, and acquainted-
with the Value of the Materials ot which
the adulterous Compofitions are made. "This
is the: Subftance .of the Author’s Charge
‘againft the Wine Traders,to whichIanfwer

- 1. As to great- Frauds being  commit
- ted in the Importation, it is very impioba+ -

“ble; fince all the Wines feized and cons
demaned for ' feven Years, to Chriftinas

17371, as Lam credibly inform’d, do not

, amount to 7000 /. dnd for the laft of thole
Years, to but 280 4 odd Mohey, and few
or none of ‘them are run at the Port of
London. 2. As to Frauds in the Expor-

_tation of Wines, I never héard of any bes
fore ; - and khow not what this Author

| mcans by: them. ~ For an. Anfwer to the

latter Part of his Charge, that far the

| greateft part of what is fold in Publick
| -Houfes is nothing buta poifonous Compofi- -

tion, &e. Irefer you, Sir, and the Publick,
to the Daily Fournalof Feb.y, wherethat
15 pofitively denied by Authority from the
.moft eminent Wine Traders in London.  But

- as:'I have in feveral ‘Gompanies ‘met awith
- ‘Reports agreeable to what this Author

afferts; that when a Cooper or Vintner .
-happens to die; their Stocks of Wine-are

| never appraifed: at:more than § or- 6!2
T on

por Hoglhead, T haye taken fome Pains




( ah ) -

\ to be informed of ‘the Truth : For if their -
Q' t'\g’-glzﬁl‘nwere mever appraifed by thofe -

who underftood their Value at more than -

" 5 or 6/. a Hogfhead, it would, Iconfefs, -

amount to a Prefumption, if not a Proof;

* that they were debafed by fome ill Ma- -

nagement ;butit happensvery unluckily for

this . Author, and his Fellow - Labourers: - Coopers or ‘Vintners Stocks, if they hap-

that this 1s. notoriouﬂy. falfe. ot

5 IHAV E now ’Beforé me, the 'IﬂVento_ric's s
and Appraifements of the Stocks of Wine,
of feveral Coopers and Vintners deceas’d, ;

praifed and figned: by -thofe thoroughly
‘legirl)lleaciiin the Trade, and find Spanz/b and:

. 2/ Wines valued at 12 ‘and 14
%’gz;z&g a-Hogfhead.- - I,ha'vc alfo now be-
fore me Accounts of the Sales of : feve.ral :

Coopers and Vintners Stocks : by publick -
* AuGion; or, as they call it, by the Candle, .

and find Spanifb and Portugal Wmcsvﬁ'e- :
. quently fold at 15 and 16 Pounds. a Hogf-
head ; and laft Week . there :were Port

¢ ae

‘Wines, which belonged to-a Cooper lately
| lgcl:g;sii:d, fold at .Lglo)'rd’s.Coﬂ”ee-houfe - 1in

Lombard-fireet, for 33 Pounds 10 Shil-

lings - per Pipe:to Coopers. - 'T. hefe are

‘Fafls, the truth:of which may eafily be
iﬁ?\;,n to any Enquirer. - How then could

this Writer affert, fuch: a. flagrant - Falf-

" I f ‘he: expedt-any Credit
Hood ? and how GRS R i

in the Support of the fame bopeful Sc/;eme? !

“Exportation of  Wines, is
* highly - improbable,: which is as much-as
- the nature of the thing will admit ;- and

(23)

‘with his Readers, after being thus fully

- deteted? - The firft " Part of his Charge

relating to Frauds in the Im&ox‘tation and
ewn to be
his Aflertion relating " to ‘the' Value . of

pen - to-die, is proved - notorioufly falfe.
‘What a fad Caufe muft this be, which re~

: quires fo- much Sophiftry, and - fo many
. Falfhoods as this Author has made ufe 6f
“to fupport it? AT R

- In Page 18, he flily calls 9 in 10 of the
" good People of Great Britain Jacobites
~-and Republicans, in faying none but. fuch
are in the univerfal Cry againft Excife
~Laws: Now, pray Sir, look around. you,
~and ufe your own Underftanding inthis
- Cafe, and I'll appeal toit, ‘for the Untruth
of this Affertion, and do tell the Author,
~’tis mean and bafe, in fuch a manner to
~put a Bear’s Skin on his Majefty’s beft
- Friends, in order to cry Holloo. =~ -

o In théﬁei& Page 1 9',’-'he :viv'cﬂjuldﬂimpﬁ‘te '-
- the Encreafe of the Revenue on ‘Tea, Cof-
~ fee and Chocolate, to arife folely from the |

Method of colle&ing it; but don’t he know

 better, that it is from the univerfal: De:
baucheries the People, even of the meaner

{ort,_.




o/

thefe Articles may

C(2g) -
ort, are lately come into, by a generai ule
(i)(%ﬁz; ;a iamd .ch_.t very great Quantities are
run ftill, notwithftanding the Excife Offi-
cers all oyer the Kingdoms and let me
query of our worthy Author, whether he
doth IlOt know, or hﬁath heald Pelfﬂ}lts;fo? »
thefe Arti be had, by zlziawng 1?chs‘s -
Sellers 1 5. 6d. per Tomorefor ‘Lea, than
iﬁﬁy offer the fmuggled - 'Tea att, Im well

. fuced this is Fa&, andit fhews, that Ex-

cife Officers are liable to Corruption, and

‘of no Agreatgr Secuuty ,than ;thofev _of_ \t,hf? :

Cuflom-honfe.

Tn the next Place he fays, ‘thve«,‘_Met;hod .
| intfarxllded to be propofed.will: jxf‘em;dy all -
the Bvils complain’d of; and is for ,enquf_-i |
ying whether the Remedy will be worle
than the Difeafe;

the  Scheme, one’s Thoughts might have
been turn’d upon 1t,
ped; but leaving us

ure, M : ind all

that by the Cure, Magna Charta, and 2.l

. oﬁ- otger‘valuab;le’_Laws,{_hould be;;\-xmp,alvr, (% (i
but after all this long Story, (which 1 cou
not well .omit taking thus much Notice o

~ Now;, had e been fo -
free, ifhe isin theSeorer, as tohave €I US | e three Years are expired ; butlam
o Fitnels cxami- | very fure, this is altogether a Falthood;
ftill in the dark i’ols to
that, T can only fay, better will it be €0 D2¥6 R the Entry, of 30 Days from the Report
the fuggefted Evils or Frauds continuedsthal '} ofeho'gpirs which fhall firft happen ; and,
| 'tis Negligénce in the Officers who have -
| the keeping thefe Bonds, of their Supetiors;
lflthCY are ‘tnpaid, arid not. puc in Suit at
st - . Jthe Expiration of thie 18 Months. He-
e ranges the Objettions againft the Pro* §pyg ol thae 16 per Cent. isallowedthe
“pofed “Affertion und-ex;i thr-lee. H{}dé 7¢ fc:;lz;é ! 10 P ,
ke Wi prejudicial to 1rade, antG.
"Tfl,l’%t’fwu'be_'m.e} - burthenfoms §

( 2§ ) |

butthenfome €6 the Merchants; that it1s

| injurious to Englifb Liberty, and will great=
ly increafe the Number of Officers; and |

fays, - hie fhall briefly confider - it, and {6
conclude. His next Paragraph (pi 21.)- 1
agree to, tho’ itis not inmy Opinion much
to the Purpofe; and now he comes boldly

1o affert, what he fhould hive proved, and

indeed is the grand thing in queftion, That
the Alteration of thefe Duties from Cuf~'
toms to Excife, are_at one View demons

firatively highly advantageous: -

. T Page 24 and 25, hetells youy ds the
Yaw now ftands, a ffaudulent Merchant

| may, by giving Bond for the bondable Dux
| ties on Tobacco, get five times the Valué

or firt Coft of the Tobacco  into his
Hands, and'is not accountable for .it, till

well knowing that the Time given in the -

| Bond is but 18 Montlis from the Date of

| Importer for promipt Payment; *if he pays =
| ‘»‘di the Duties down ; by Which’ an unwary -

of




- was Lo per G 3
but, 6 3 pen Cent. per Aunumi .

this Indulgenge of bonding Tobdceo’s hath

" a happy State. that the Trade of Grees

=

P

e D S
iy
il .

Reader-thaybe mifled, and X

ot unimowm[g | , _ _
- doubs he, defign’d to. deceive fuch;; for he

thould elfe have faid; that the Difeount

ent. for 18 Mon

. PAGE 24, he appeals to the Experience
- and Obfervation, of -all: Mankind, whether

‘not been moft fatal;to: the- Publick, tothe
unhappy- Merchants: themfelves; and.-to

- their unfortunate Friends, who became; their
Sureties; and I allow in fome Cafesit hath

Cbgencfor o

" PacE 25, his next Paragraph, foretells |

- Britain, will be.ip; if this new Scheme f

 takes place; but I can’t oblige: him. o far |

~as to grant, the Alteration.is neceffary; for
- this-great and.gdod End ; ‘and; here liesall |
 the Difpute, for, T.infift upon it;. and in: &
‘proper Time hope to prove, that the fams

- "Fhings may be effeted; tinder the: Direcs |
- tion of the Cuftoms; without dny Infringe-. |
“ent of; ot Liberties, as can. poflibly be |
obtained by.:a Change of: the Dire&tion. into; |
the Excife, and under, thofe Laws, fo incon-: |
 {iffent 'With Engl:/b Liberty, whichLaws, |
- I.heartily wifh may never be extended but: §
- repealed ;.- and. altho? the. Author;- endear’ §
vours to; prove a Patallel beeween thie Bow- |
S : o er |

"
i .

once theCuftoitls dre:pa
« on landing ai¢ found

and secefary
- what Valye ¥ deal o
qughbot:
| ficers what

- migreenary
-what they kno

B

gt of the Cuffoms-boufe dnd: Ewcife Officéts

s the Laws now ftand (and T. wifh'there
“Ryerenio room to complain of the Infbletice
“and THegality of ‘thie A&tions of fhofe: who

are intrultéd with the execlitive Partof the

~ formeér) yet they are by no'means dlikégiie-
- vous, nor will the fame Reafon operate for
 fearching ‘of Floufes wiid infpeétisig Books

- of:Accounits;as is givenfor juima
becaufe no' Goods ouglit to go;

ging Stiips,
itofa Ship,

until va ‘proper: Entryris made; b

id; and the'Gods
ind. dgréeable to'ethe Bhk
try, every Merchant is intitled to whaehe
h paid for i anid there are many-hoheft

& e

- ‘. >

who I ‘buy iy Goods"

thefe; with many moe of tlie like Nature,

o to be laid open 16 dnyCrowh OF
oever (for they aré cordifioly

13

, know ) arid then as tofedithing
our Houles) the Author ‘would perfusde
you- to believe, vehat- the Excifeman™fliall

| only entet - into the ' Warehoufe, Cellarand

Shop;. fet apart: for- the' Commodities he
hath:Cogpizance of;’ but pray don’t Be dé-
ceived with'this' Fallacy ;- will fuch a“Li-

St ? >

-mitation prevent Frauds ? No certainly’ ot

if the Trader fhall be obliged to efitéi otie’

D2 g

. Lk vl L gee e gl Litpe w0 }r'! LTI
op trofe! places: in’ his Houfe for hekeep-

“whea

dnd for Réwaids will ‘difeldfe
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ing Goods in, and the Officer-can only in
Apet them, the reft of his Houfe would
~-be_an Afylum for Run Goods;. therefore

“his . Scheme, if that’s a Part on’t, will be
jneffe€tual, and fo will all be that increafe

- Officers upon vs, -~

"IN Page 28 he fays, he flatters himfelf

‘there -are many honeft Traders:in Wine

and. Tobacco,  but does he: really :think
o, oris thisa Snear? T fear the latter;
“becaufe all through- his Book: he charges
them, in. grofs as a. Pack of Villains and

Cheats, tho’ he hath provd nothing againft

any -one of ’em.. . He then queries whether -

the- Malfters, Brewers or Diftillers are an

undone ‘diftrefled Set of People, becaufe:
- under, the Excife Laws; and with him; ¥

readily fay No; and allow they are profita-

table Trades : But here again is a Fallacy;

for - no. Parallel will lie, from a -Bufinefs

which;isa Manufaéture, and fubjet tothe

InfpeCtion of Officers, whilft -manufadtu-

 1ing, - without any Extra-Trouble .to_ the
Owners; and the Neceflity of keeping an
Account; -which he muft’ produce to the

Officer, ‘and a Bufinefs in which the Goods

are. mangifattured, . and ready for Cufto-
mers, and of wlich he muft not only ren-.
der an Account,- who they are -bought of;,
‘and ‘who: fold to, and alfo. check that Ac--
- Gount by his §rock in Hand ; byt alfo doig.

~when

( -59 )

avhen the Humour of the Officer dhall”

call for it, tho’ it -may happen, when the
‘I'rader and his Servants are neceffarily and
fully employ’d about his honeft Calling,

1Y

gnd with his Cuftomers, -~

IN:-; thzsPage (go) ‘ and -thc;: | fo,llow’ing",
he inftances fome Cafes, - wherein Trials

~ina fummary Way have been thought rea~

{onable, and therefore enacted ; ‘and Lagree
they are of .good Service, and that if a

| Lour=Merchant was erected, a verygreat

Benefit to Trade would arife from it: But .
what is this to the Cafe before us? Why

nothingat all; the Difpute being, Whether
it {hall be enacted, that Officers, immediate-
ly dependdnt on the: Will of the ‘Prince,
iﬁall be the fole Judges of the People’s Pro-

- perties, - when Contefts happen with the

Crown, through falfe Accufations. of other
Officers, who are to reap a Benefit from
the Convittion; .or the ancient Laws of the
Land, which enjoin Trials by Juries, are
to be held inviolable, ~  © "7 7

- Ylong, Sir, to draw to a Conclufion, and
on what the Author of the Letter farther
fays in his five laft Pages, {hall only ob-:
ferve, that:if Tobacco and ‘Wines are to
be excifed, and ‘the ordinary: Method - of
temoving Excifeable: Commodities by Per--
fits takes place upon them,  Trade Wél‘l o




(30) |
be exceedingly hindred thereby, and the-
‘Dealers therein muft greatly encreafe their
Number :of Servants ; and it will require
ymore than ten, nay, probably twenty times
“the Number of Officers, to difpatch Bufi-
siefs, as our Author fays need be added
to thofe nowemploy’d ; for the Merchants,

who have Jarge Warchoufes of their own

' for Tobacco, and Vaults for Wine, muft
ufe them, and-they are fpread :over many
Parts of the Town, and thefearebothbulky
Commodities;and tho” Gentlemen, whoart
unaequainted with Trade, may think Met-
chants and Traders may forecalt and have
time to appoint Officers beforechand, it 15
‘moft certain,  they have it not in their

Power ; and that the Arrival of a Poft, o

a Ship, often occafions @ fpeedy and ‘pti-

vate Execution of a Defign, which,if but

oftpoiied -a Day, is loft forievel; and to
fhe. 1]‘i')(iV:i(:ii:yi arngi Difpatch of the Eﬂg&sz
Merchant | and Sailors ';llg.lt;laai begn partly
owing the great. Advantages inTrade
which they have over other Nations, and

the TIncreale of Navigation, His ludicrous -

Objeétion (inp. 33.) F take to be one. of
~ his ownmaking;butit puts meupon offer=

* ring this Caution; that: Supplies may not

.

be foeafy to come by, in fixing any Taxes

for a length of Time; {0 as'of couife, they:
: f(fcl)‘; : ?né‘ the Exchequer; that ‘the calling:

. offre : Parliaments may thereby be rens
oftfreqient Pathaments oy = by D dared

o(31)
dred unneceflary ; for this once beitig done;
if for our Sins it fhould pleafe God to fuf-
fer a bad Prince hereafter to fit on the’

Throné, what will be wanting that he’ll

not have in his Power to: compleit our
Ruin? ' Anditherefore, I conceive, Annual
Supplies are moft fitting to our excellent:
Conftitutions -~ . R

. Tais Author fays, that Liberty is the

Dianaof the Englifb Nation, and is with
~ great Reafon idoliz’d: But what Value he
teally has for Liberty; is too plain; by his

comparing-it to. a, falfe Deity, and faying
i;txi‘iS;%doliged.' .Can. that WIS]ZICh is fo }I’ubg-
ftantial a Good, and the greateft Publick
Blefling, " be idoliz’d? No furely ; it may,
and ought“to be efteemed and reve:

“tenced ; "but probably this Author thought
- he had been writing of Places, Penfions;

or Power. 'Thefe indeed are tlie Diane

-of teo many Silver- Smiths, and may pro-
“perly be idolized; but I am utterly a-

gainft making the Pretence of Liberty.d

- Cloak for Licentioufnefs or Frauds; and if

Gentlemen, worthily advanc’d into high
Stations, would only have in view the ge-
heral Good, and look upon themfelves as

the Confervators of the People’s Liberties,
“as certainly they ought to be, without
an unreafonable Grafping’ after an exor-

bitant Power for their Prince or them-
: ~ S felves,

e e

s o




felvés, Hiow happy would this Nation bef |

one might then expe& Halcyon Days, and
tlefy “the Efforts of all otr BEnemies; thé
Prince would reign in the Hearts of all
his:Subjets ; the People would be repre-

{eited by Gentlemen, who ‘would fcorn
Biibes, and openly deteft thofe who:durft,

attempt to purchafe their Honour. or: Hos

nefty ; and would know how to diftinguifh.

* between artful, tho” fpeciotis, Atempts of

curing Frauds, by’ greater BEtils, and

come into Meafiires effe€tual for the genes

<= : E

#al Good; and at the fame Time preferve

the Liberty of- the  Nation, ‘and_ keep the:

" Great it the Truth, and it fal previsiti

" Your Moft Humble Sefvant;

- Neither a Jacobite, nor Republicans

Balance ‘of Power in 4 happy Equilibri-
R AR sk b Srred gt
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