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SUPPLEMENT
. TO THE

- Grafier's Advocate, &
WHEREIN '

Is attempted to be computed (in a zew and
more_jatisfactory Method than has hitherto
been offered) the leaft Quantity of Wool,
that may be fuppofed to grow yearly in

 Great Britain and Ireland ; the Quantity
of it, that now z5s, and the mof of it that
‘probably can be manufactured within the

fame; how much, confequently, is, at pre-

fent, Exported unmanufactured.

Shewihg further,

The Neceffity (befides preventing that illicit Praftice)
of fome temporary Expedient, at leaft, on Be-
half of the WooL-GroweRrs and LA~ D-

OWNERS.
’ W I1TH

Some Thoughts, on that Head, offered to the Confidera-

tion of Gentlemen in the Landed Intereft, and particu
Luly to {uch of them, as are - :

MeMmBERSs of PARLIAMENT.

Probability-is, to Us, the Rule and the Guide of Life.
’ ‘ - Dr. SouTH.

I O ND O N:

Printed for J. RonerTs, near the Oxford-Arms, in

IWarivick-Lane, WNiDCC XLII,
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SUPPLEMENT

 TO TH E
‘Grafier's Advocate, &,

N an Affair, fo ‘difficult and interefting,
as is that of concerting proper Means, not

- only to prevent the illicit Exportation of

Wool, but /i 2o prevent if, as to put the

fair Dealer, in every Branch thereof, upon a

Foot that fhall be quite equitable ; however,
{o as not to be particularly injurious to any ;
itis not to be wonder’d at, if] out of many
Schemes offered, no one thould meet with ge-
neral Applaufe, or, indeed, be approved, in
every Part, by almoft any ome, who is not
himfelf the Author of it. Tt will be very well,.
if from all that hath or fhall be wrote and fid

upon the Subjed, the Legiflature fhall receive

Light enough, and colle¢t Hints {ufficient, to
form a tolerable good one; the very beft the

may, at laft, pitch upon, will, I fear, afford

Room for Amendment; as it is to be hoped

that fecond Thoughts, and particularly Ex-
perience, may, in Time, bring the Defign to

a reafonable Degree of Perfe&ion.

And,

e
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And, if Country Gentlemen, in this Cafe,
would truft more to their own Reafon, and

lefs to the Di@ates of /ome who, notwuh-— ‘

ftanding theirOpportunities of ﬁlpCIIOl Know-
ledge, yet (aslying under the Prejudice of falfe
Maxims, and the Biafs of private Intereft, dif-
ferent from the common publick Good) may
hope to find their Account by mifleading ozbers,
this great Affair would have a better Chance
of fucceeding, to the Withes of all whom it

moft nearly concerns, and whofe Intereft, at

the fame Time, 1s thc true Intemf’c of theﬁ.
Kingdoms.
What feems to be mof’c embamﬂing in 7f,

is Uncertainty, asto the Truth of fome mate-
rial Points alledged, and Dzmger fxom the pro--

pofed. Expedlent ~ leading to a more exalt
Knowledge of them. But where Certainty is
not to be had, Probability 1 muft be account-

ed a good Gmde and; -upon all fufficient Oc-
cafions, a Juf’cxﬁable G1ound to procced upon.

The Points I fpeak of, as, altho’ uncertain,
yet very material, are

1. The Q}anuty of Wool grown yeally,
upon an Average, in Great Brzmm and Ire-
land.

2. The %antxty, at plefent exportéd un-
manufactured.
- 3. The Qlantlty we may be fuppofed ca-

'pable of manufalturing, vendmg, and con-

{uming,

And thefe are Points very fit to bt‘conhm
dercd ‘becaufe if the f /Z {hould, upon En-

qul vV,

[ 7]

“quiry, be found to exceed the 1, to any

Degree, no Arguments are neceflary to thew
that it will deferve the Notice and the Care

of Parliament. This Subje, and thefe Points
‘have been treated of already *, according to
{ome Affertions and Calculations -+, as if they

were as undoubtedly true, as they have been,

without  Hefitation ;- aﬁirmed and from
thence ~have  been, . "I think not ‘illogically,
dlleD {fome Conclullons of no l1ttle Lonfe—

quence,p
Which /]ﬂ(’rmm are, 1,000,000 Packs of
Vvool or. thereabouts, - grown yearly, upon
an: Avelacre within. thcfe Kingdoms.
500,000 of ‘them, at pr efent fmuggled
into foreign Par ts, to’ ‘the Injuxy of our woolen

. Tlade in Propomoo

The Calculations,

20 ooo 000 Souls

'tlle extreme: Numbe1 of" Brat; ﬂ) and Irzﬁa In-

habitants.

Thiee Packs of Wool Employment for near

600 Perfons a Weel ; confequently, by a rea-

{onable“Computation ||, - the whole Wool of

Great Britain and Ireland Employment for
about:5,000,000 Perfons.
- Whence was inferred, That unles Oze
« Fifeh, at leaft; of the whole Number of
Perfons, " could be fet apart for the Manu-
¢ fxélmmov of Wool; the illicit Exportanon
*of it bcmo ﬁoppu as propol&*d by a Re-
< piftry (and as, in- ll Reafon it {hould be)
%3 Share

% 'Gr;\ﬁer's Advocate, é‘f’r. + London Dmper, Gee, 9¢.
i+ Grafier’s Advocate, p- 15, zo. || Ibid. p. 18..

PP A s el




e
S e S e P Tt

e S T R o SR T

S S TERNS

Wil e
e e A T R B
I3 . -

87

% a Share of it, without fome Remedy, or

(X9

Contrivance to helpit, muft be unfold, to
¢ the Detriment of the Grower and Land-
““ owner, in Proportion, as the fiperfluous
“ Part (hould be to the whole Quantity of
““ Wool grown, But that if a Fifth of
our Hands was really neceflary to manu-
“ faGure. the Whole, and not a Tenzh, or
““ however not more than a Tenth, “could be
. fpaled for that particular Work ; we thould
“ in that Cafe have 1mmed1ately twice as
much Wool grown as we could manufa-
‘ ,é’cure be our Demands abroad for wollen
“ Goods, what ‘they would ; ‘the certain
« Confequcnce of which would be, that the
Growers (without the Aid of Paxhament)
“ muft, half of them, the very firft Year,
“ not fell their Wool at any Price ; the rePc
“ only at what Price the Buyer {hould thmk
¢ ﬁt to give them.

his Conclufion (admlttmg the Premxfes to

(X4
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| be true) being at once {o certain and important

too; as they don’t admit of direc? Progf, at
the p1efent one Way, or the other, I'propofe
to try the Proéaézlzz‘y of them, as they fhall

- fall in with my Defign of reviewing tms Sub-

ject, under thefe three Heads; viz.

 The Neceffity of any new Lows Sor frecvefzfa

ing the illicit Exportation of Wool.
The Escpediency of an umverful Regifiry, fw
that End; and the Propriety of /0?728 Sc/beme.s

pr ojg/ed Jor that Pz;rpoﬁ
The

e}

Lo]

The probable Confequences of a Scbeme eﬁm ‘

Stual to the Defign. |

The Neceffity of new Laws, for. preventing
the illicic Exportation of W ool fuppofes, not
only the Inefficacy of the old ones, but, in ge-
neral, the Unfitnefs of éxporting Wool unma-
faé’cured, it fuppofes Quantities to be clande-=
flinely exported, to the Injury of the Nation ;
that Injury to be indicated by a real Decay of
the woollen Trade; 1ot only as vouched by
Clothiers, &c¢. of this or that Place, but con-
firmed by the Teftimony of credible Britifl
Merchants (for fich Eviderice may reafs nably
be infifted on) who have found themfelves (as zs
alledged) rivaled and under-fold, at foreignMar-
kets, by woollen Goods, of forelgn Manu-
fa&ure though made up with a Mixture, at
leaft, of Brzz‘z//b or Irifb Wook. . »

For if that is not the Cafe, and the woollen
Trade is not under a real Decay, the Nation'
is impofed upon with falfe Reprefentations,
and the Grower greatly abufed, in the Price

of his Wool; which, for fome Years laft paft,
has been at a lower Ebb than before was ever
- known :

So far we are certain; and what
renders it probable, to thofe who are not in

the Trade, that prefent Complaints, about it,
are too well founded ; and that the Sufplclont
entertained, of great Quantities of Wool being:
is not groundlefs, -
1s, becaufe, bad as the Wooll'en Trade hasbeen -
zeno&tcd fos, fome Years laft: pa{’c low as the

exported unmanufaé‘cuxed

B | Price

T,

e e .
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Price of Wool certainly has been, for the fame

Term, the Wool of England bas been, never-.

thelefs, from the Grower, as univerfally, and

almoft as carly bought up, as when it fold at a
much better Price. .~ \

~ 'This is a -material Circamftance; and thus
therefore, Ithink, we may fairly reafon about
the Matter. If the woollen Trade was fo
good to confume our Wool, without exporting
any Part of it unmanufactured ; not only the
Manufacurer could have no Caufe of Com-
plaint; but Wool muft have been and conti-
nued at a much higher Price, than, of late

" Years, it has been fold for. On the other

hand; If it was really bad, and our Wool,
though not manufatured, was not exported ;
the Stock of it, long before this, muft have

been fuch, as would have reduced the Price )

of Wool much lower than it has been.  Nay

(as is fometimes experienced in the Cafe of
Hops) a great Share of it would not have been
faleable, atany Rate. Imay add to this, That .

Wool, having, within thefe two Months,
advanced ‘in Price, :at the fame ‘time that
Worfted and Yarn is faid to be as much ‘a
Drug (at leaft) as before ; it follows from
hence (all things confidered) that Quantities
of it, unmanufactured, are probably exported,
and particularly to France;  becaufe, befides
the Credibility of. the Thing, That is gene-
rally alledged. ~ How great that Quantity is,

and whether or no Accounts, of that Sort,

may

[ 11 ]

may not have been exaggerated, : is another

" Confideration, depending upon the Quantities
grown and manufactured within thefe King-

doms, Guernfey, Ferfey, &c. For, as much
as the latzer falls fhort of the former, so MucH
(as we have feen) may we fairly c¢onclude,
one Year with another, to be exported, #zn-
manufactured. — But then, in order to know
how much that is, we can, as the Cafe ftands,
only have Recourfe to Probability.

Now, whether the whole Quantity of Wéol

grown within thefe Kingdoms, upon an Ave-
rage, is more or lefs than 1,000,000 Packs;
however, what is the exa& Quantity, nothing
lefs than an univerfal Regiftry can afcertain ;
and yet there are other Means, by which we
may arrive at fuch a Degree of Certainty,  as,
that, tho’ we can’t determine the exact Quan-
tity, we may be morally affured, - perfuaded,
at leaft, that there does grow annually a cer-

 tain, partz'cula'f,f very large Quantity, at the
~ leaft, whatever more. . In order then to come

to a certain Degree of Knowledge iz this Kind,

1 afk myfelf —— If the Wool of Great Bri-

tain is equal to the Land Tax, now that it is
at 45 per Pound? And anfwer, not only in
‘the Affirmative, that I think it is, but thatl

think it more than equal. I muft confefs

that T argue here from my own Ideas, and
that my Knowledge, in this Cafe, is not the

moft extenfive.——But fo far as it does reach,
| Ba I know

o
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Y know few Villages (for moft of them have

Sheep) where the Value of the Wool grown
and fhorn, is not more than equal to the
Land Tax; while, in many of them, it ex-
ceeds it, many Times, from- two to feven or
eight fold; and that too, ina Part of the King-

‘dom, where they are fuppofed to be highef?
‘rated-to the Land Tax.  And with Regard to

Cities and great Towns paying ‘largely to it,
tho’ depafturing few or no Sheep, I confider
the” vaft Number flaughtered there for the

‘Subfiftence of the People ; ‘the Skins whereof,

with' other Skins of Sheep ‘brought to their
Markets, valuable chigfly for the Wool of them,
amount to a large Sum, probably, not much
inferior to the Stim of the Land Tax charged
on fuch Cities and Towns' refpeGtively. ~ And
therefore, computing the Wool thorn, in the

~ Villages of each County, ‘with  the Wool of

the'Skins of Sheep flaughtered in the Cities and
Towns of the fame, and thofe brought to their
Markets; I think the whole Wool of each
County equal to the whole Land Tax of the
fame ; however, for the moft part. And, b

the fame Way .of Reafoning, that altho’ the

~ whole Wool of fgme few particular Counties

thould be thought to come fhort in Value of
¢he Sum of the Land Tax, on thofe Counties;
there are ozbers wherein it {o notorioufly ex-
ceeds it, as that, putting them all together,

throughout ‘England and Wales - (Middlefex,

¥

Londom,

(131

T.ondon, and Weftminfler excepted) the whole
Wool of them muft be more than equal to the
whole Land Tax upon them. Indeed the
Cafe of Middlefex, Londm and Weftminfler,
with the Inns of Court, and Palaces Qf White-
ball, and St. Famess, is very particular, as
paying 3261467 25. 8d. near a fixth of the
whole Land Tax of England and Wales, with~
out depafturing, perhaps, a fingle Sheep, or,
however, very few in Comparifon. Never-
thelefs the annual Slaughter of Sheep and
Lambs there, 1 have feen computed at
2,025,000, the Skins whereof, if valued for
their Wool, at 15. each, (which I thinkno ex-
‘travagant Computation) amount to 101250 A

which Sum, tho’ it is not a full third of ‘the

'Land Tax, the Deficiency we thall fee amply

made up from Scotlond, where (if there be any
Truth in the Draper’s Computations particu-

larly) grow annually 182,000 Packs; rating

which at a Price I fhall pitch upon, at a Me-
dium, for the whole Wool of Great Britamn,
it willy 1ih Value, be found to eXcecd_'Scotlmd‘_s
particular Share of the Land Tax of Great

‘Britain, by above 700,000 L which is more

than twice the whole Sum of the Land Tax
charged upon Middlefex, London and Weftmin-
fer.” ‘Whence, upon the whole, 1 cpncludc:
the Growth of Wool in Great Britain to be
confiderably more than equal, in }Yalu‘c,tg
“the Sum of the Land Tax of 7#, ‘which, ngv:

- that
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that i 45 4s. per Pound, zs the Sum of 2,038«

080/ 3s. 54. And, if fo, from the Know-
ledge of that Sum, and from the known Value
of Wool, may be induced the Quantity of it,
(the T lyzng wanted to be known) fo far as to be
able to fay, there is, probably, fo much, what-
ever 7ore there may pojzély be.

Now confidering the Prices, at which the
G: owers, for feveral Years laft paft, have fold

their Wool I think the extreme Price, ata
Medium, to have been 47 10s.a Pack;. con-

fequently, the Wool of Grear Britain (fo far
as this Method of computing, by the Land
Tax, .is any Rule) will be found not lefs in
O\uantlty than 500,000, certainly; but more
probably 600,000 Packs, ‘or upwards.

" Here let me obferve, that if I have over-
rated the Wool at 4/ 105, a Pack, the Con-

- fequence will be, that the Number of Packs

arejuft {o many more, by how much it is over-
rated. On the other hand, if I have under-
valw'd it, thence it follows, that the Propor-
tion of 10ng and high prlced Wool exceeds
that of fhort and a fwer Price, which is an
Argument of ftill more Wool in Great Britain; 3
forafmuch as, where it moft excels in Qual-

1y (generally {peaking) there it abounds moft
in Quantity,
- Tax; altho’ the Tax, in Confequence of a

‘and moft over-runs the Land
higher Rent in thofe Places amounts to the

the

Lrs5]

the Draper, with other Calculators, have fup-
pofed the Wool of Freland not to be much lefs
than 400,000 Packs; hence may be inferred,
with a good Degree of Probablhty, as has
been aflerted by feveral *, goo,000, or
1,000,000 Packs in Great Brzmm and Ire—-
lcmd upon the loweft Computation.

If then Great Britain alone probably p1o-
duces more Wool, than is now manufactured,
within the three ngdomq (which is a Point
1 defire to take for granted at prefent, till T
have Occafion to fhew the moff we probably
can manufa@ure) it is next to Demonftration,

‘that a very large Share of Wool, Bririfh and

Irifb (to the Amount of §oo,000 Packs, or
thereabouts) 1is, at prefent, ~yearly exported
zmmcmujzzé?ured which, being contrary to
many known Laws, as alfo to the Intereft of
the Nation, 1mphes the Necefﬁty of fome
new ones. And becaufe the old are very ftrict
and fevere, and yet have proved, /o far, in-
effectual ; hence may be deduced the Expe-,
diency of an univerfal Regifiry.

Such a ReGgisTry, in fhort, to make it

“anfwer the END of preventing the tllicit Ex-

portation of Wool (confidering what a happy
Genius fome have for eluding the Laws of
their Country,” which improves upon. them,
in proportion to the Advantage to be had by,
fo domg) as fhall take 2// the Wool of the
Three

* The Draper, Gee, and others.
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‘ij bree Kingdoms to publick Account,  imme- valuable, for the Purpofe, . in Mr. Web-
diately from th’e Grower, and from the Fel- Jer's Scheme, or in any other. that has
monger, &e. and keep this Account in fo been, or fhall be offerd, muft partake
exact and fo firi¢ a Manner, as to be able firongly of the Nature of the Excife Rules.
not only to know, if all the Wool grown is = For what is it we are to underftand by

[ 16 ]
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fairly wrought up; but {o far as it is not, to
fee from time to time, that the Remainder is

forth-coming, and where it is net forth-com-
ing, to know at whofe Door the Blame lies ;
and 'thcrc to fix an irremiffible Penalty ac-
cordingly. - To this End, fome Schemes have
been propofed; One (Mr. Gee's) a Survey and
a Regiftry conduced altogether, in the Way

governed by Sownd or by Senfe? By the lat-
ter furely, as it happens to be a Cafe of Im-
portance. If then we regard Things rather
than Names; we {hall find all that is truly
valuable,
* Gentleman's Magazine, March 5742, ’

Excife, more than a Duty? buta Method

of taking and keeping publick - Accounts ;
‘2 Method , perhaps, the moft exact and

beft regulated that can be ; in the Execu-
tion of which, not an Officer can negle&t
his Duty without being difcovered ; nor
be difcovered without being punithed: The
very Method,  therefore, ‘which -ought. to

Time limited, transfer’d from our Seve-
reign Lord the King to Him and” Company.
He gracionfly condefcends ‘indeed ; to be
willing to be under the Infpection of Parlia~
o - - C ment,

1 .

)g of the Excife; another ( from the Lords of be taken for guarding our Wool, if we are,
. ‘T rade, &c.) faid * to have borrowed many of in-earneft, defirous to prevent the Runnage
- Regulations from the Excife, and all that ofdte Lo Lo
; g};’ag?g:ror fr.»au%qai]ﬁ'om_Mr. Webber’s Plan 4 ~_ But the Objection is, That Excifemen are
| infinuate, t‘ljlatwnéihi:z ac{eﬂ Relmarr/e fecms fo fald . 7}7’{6}!{{255,', Spgg ﬁﬁlmdem’ -
f% Excife, (,:an‘ be tolerabli,‘, i?anz OSgc?}tll:mtg tfl'(]): ‘ gcﬁaﬁg ; a:na:jt ]i:af’gu.ntohvr;f:“ci:ﬁ ?3? x?gg:,c q:x;
; ;?ii(lindi) n(t)t'}}irli/ig[ V?yﬂa;éle or rational, vvs;hi‘chf | which fome .or-otﬁﬁf will not take Exéepﬁdn"s‘.
i ta Partof Mr. Weober’s. o i What Mr. Webber's Moderation. might
i o .Bl‘lt, befides that all who think, in any " prove, in the Courfe of his 'Ad'miniﬁfat.igné
;'ii K;;%éee;n ing?;ﬁﬂiﬁ’t ~about a Thing of this ' I pretend not to fay ; fhould be forry to fee
i Aind, L 0 one a.nothers Sentiments | " (what he contends for) the_E_xecutzw Power,
. in fome Points; are we, in this Cafe, to be though in the fingle Article ‘of Wool, for 2

AT
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ment, as often as the Parliament is fo difs
pofed. And which, I pray, of his Majefty’s
greateft Officers is not fo? His Scheme gives
all manner of Latitude to Spies, that great-
eﬁ;r Objection ‘to the Excife ; inafmuch as
the whole of his Proceedings, which muft
comprife the whole Account of every Per-
fon’s' Dealings ( particularly of his Stock,
&e.) is to lye open to the Examination of
all ‘Perfons indiferiminately ; provided they
do but pay Rates to the Poor. - Supervifors in
Abundance! Intrufion indeed he in fome
Meafure difclaims ; and becaufe that is to be
avoided, asfar as it is poffible, Ithould be for

adopting a. Part of his Scheme for that very

End and Purpofe, and grafting it into
which foever fhall take Place. =~
-+ To fecure the Fidelity of Officers, and

the Attention of the Government, in the Ma-
nagement ‘of :a Regiftry ; Mr. Gee, and
- fome others, have been of an Opinion, for

laying a Duty upon Wool. A Duty alfo,
and that a very large one, nolefs than ss. ger
Pound, Mr. #ebber would have charged up-

. on it,. immediately from the Grower; not

indeed to be levied, except in Cafe of undue
Secretion 5 but 7z Terrorem, to fecure the

- Fidelity of Growers and" Dealers in Wool.

I think then this Point might very well be

compmmifedbe_twc_:cn the two Projectors laft

men--

SO N i
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mentioned.  Let Wool (according to Mr.
Webber) upon regifiring, from the Grower,
be charged with a Duty of 55 a Pound,
and, when firft fold, pay (according to Mr.
Gee) v. g. 1d. per Pound, remaining charg-
ed with 45 114 When reduced into Yarn:
or Worfted, the like Sum again, and ftand -
charged, fuppofe 4.s5. 104. and, when com-
pleatly manufa&ured, be fally difcharged;
and, upon Exportation, if that fhall feem
needful, receive a Premium equal to ‘what it -

aid in Wool and Yarn. Here would be a

real mutual Check, by which the Honefly

of the Dealer, the Vigilance of the Officer,
and the Attention of the Government would
be fufficiently provided for; and all the un-
popular, difagreeable Part, of fearching,

~ntruding, &e. render’d, in a Manner, un-

neceflary ; inafmuch as it- would be greatly

- incumbent on the Traders, to expofe their

Dealings in fuch a View, as thould convince-

' the'Oﬁcers that all was 7ight and fair; on:
“the Officers, only to take Care, not to be

deceived by falfe Appearances. L

Thus, in Conjunction, with other good
Rules, fuch, for Inftance, as have been de-
livered from the Board of Trade, &c. arri-
ving at a ScurMe ¢fectual to the Defign s
Our Eyes turn next, in Courfe, to the Con~
fequences of it; which depend upon the

C 2 RQuantity
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[ 20]
Quantity of Wool grown, and the Quantity
we  are capable of manufauring, If the
Jormer is more, by one third, at leaft, than
the latter, it requires no great Sagacity to
fee, what muft be the Confequence (with-
out fome {pecial Provifion) of abfolutely pre-
venting the Exportation of it unmanufactu-
red. - Either  all ‘Rules. muft be broke

- through, and the whole Defign fruftrated,
or the Country, the grafing Part, moft of
them, 'undone, to the very great Injury,:

if not the Ruin of Multitudes befides. -
- Now it is certain, that (except what is
made into Hats, whichis a Sort of Wool, the

- Draper particularly has not brought into his

Eftimate of 1,000,000 Packs yearly grown)

we ¢an. manufacture no:more than we can-

fpin. And fpinning of Wool, whether into

Yarn or Worfted, is a Work peculiar to the -

lower Clafs of People; chiefly to Women
and Children ;. and that chiefly in Villages.

And, though the Work may be forwarded
or hinder’d, there is a certain Pitch, - be-
yond which it cannot be firained. Other

neceflary fervile Offices, for Inftance, muft
not be forfaken, or neglected for it.  Per-
fons are not to be prefled into the Service,

nor tafked in #his Work, as the Children of

Ifi-ael were, in theirs, by the Egyptians. 1f

Wages are too much lowered, the Work

flags ;

[ 21 ]
flags; if they are too much advanced, it
defeats the End (which is, tocarry cheap
to Market, fo as not to be underfold by Fo-
reigners) and inftead of promoting Difpatch
of Bufinefs, would be found only to pro-
cure the Workers a larger Share of  Holi~

days. So that Nature, in this Café, will not

yield fo far to Ar¢, as in fome others——But
they, whofe Situation ~and Circumftances

~ make the Employment of Spinning proper

for them, may, with reafonable Ufage be
kept to it; and further it cannot be carried,
to anfwer any Purpofe. ¢

Tawenty Millions are, by all Accounts, the
extreme Number of Souls in Great Britain
and Ireland ; few, 1think, carry their Com-~
putations fo high by two or three Millions
at leaft. It has been faid *, that a Tenrh
of the People cannot be fpared ; and I verily
think they cannot (from other Employments,
all which it is impoflible to enumerate, and
that great one of Hufbandry unneceflary to
particularize) to the Bufinefs of the woollen
Manufacture. —— But if a Tenth could be
fuppofed to contribute fome Part of their
Time that Way, I think I may fay that a
Part equal to a Twentseth is the moft that can
be afforded; however, that 7 or 800,000
Spinners, or the Work of {fo many as are

equal

* Grafier’s Advocate, p. 19.
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equal to that Number, is the meft that can

poflibly be accounted of; and Four Pound -

a Week, upon a Medium, as much as may

be expected from each Spinner (confidering

how many of them will always be Children
and Learners) ; which Number, at which
Rate, accounting, by a reafonable Compu-
‘tation + of 40 Weeks complete Work, upon
an Average, in the whole Year, will be
- found not to difpatch a much larger Quan-

tity than about 500,000 Packs in the Year.

Although then there is no arguing mi-
nutely about Things, wherein we are {o far
from mathematical Certainty; the Probabi-
lity ‘is, That Great Britain alone does not
only produce more Wool yearly, by 100,000
Packs, or more, than is now manufactured
within the Three Kingdoms (which is what I
had before taken for granted ; and the Con-
*. fequence of which is, according to what
has been-faid above, and agreeable to the
Affertions I of other Writers, 4 or 500,600
Packs fmuggled, at prefent) but that it pro-
duces, in Reality, full as much, at leaft, as
~ we can. hope to work up within the Three
Kingdoms ; the Confequence of which is,
to {peak within Compafs, and tg make large
Allowances for Mifcomputing, a Surplufage
' o - of
.~ ¥ Grafier’s Advocate, p 18.

+ The Draper, Gee, e,
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of 300,000 Packs, beyond what we can

probably work up by proper Hands. For it
would be a Jeft to think of banithing other

laborious Arts, equally ufeful and gainful
too, from the mechanick Parts of thefe
Kingdoms, to make room for enlarging the

woollen Manufacture beyond. its natural

Extent. : ,

What then is to be done? ﬁeg'@,‘,ﬁ,@__’
tion of our Wool and ‘the Employment of

our Hands, though rwo diftin& Points,
sought to be confidered but as oze. The
Mafter Manufacturer may indeed get Riches,
while the Grower of Wool ftarves; but that

would not turn to the Account of the

Publick, in the End. The Nation is
equally concerned for both., So far as we
~have Hands to work up our Wool, and can.
vend and confume it, when manufaured ;
fo far the Exportation of Wool, upon any
‘Terms, ought to be reftrained; and the
Smuggling Trade thould, by all means, if
poflible,” be fupprefled. | But if, : after that,
and all convenient Hands being employed,

in the woollen Manufacure, the Surplufage -
f)f our Wool thould: yet prove confiderable; -
1t would be a very -bad Circumftance, re-

quiring fome immediate Remedy ; . other-
wife very great Inconveniences muft en-
fue. It behoves Gentlemen, therefore, efpe-

| -~ cially
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cially the Owners of fuch Land as is pro-

perly grafing, or which affords Pafturage

for any Number of Sheep, to confider well
what they fhould do or expe? in that Cafe.
To expect Rent from. their Tenants, would
be to require . Brick without Straw; and
to receive none, would, perhaps, be im-

pofing as hard a Tafk upon another Clafs

of People’s 1 mean, their Tradefmen ;

| ‘who, in courfe, muft bear hard upon the

Merchant ; by which means, the Ewvil
would foon become epidemical, diffufing
itfelf through the whole Mafs of the People

of thefe Kingdoms. =

. But, furely, between two Extremes ,
- there muft -always be fome proper Me-

dium. - Though we can neither work up

" all .onr Wool ; nor, in Policy, ought to
~ let it go -abroad, ‘at Pleafire, n}uch,!efs
fuffer it -to be fmuggled ; which is having

uo . proper- Gage upon . receiving o due

) Advantage - from, it Though it‘{h.o_uld
not be thought trae (what has been - faid *)

that the French can afford to give 78 . a
Pack, rather than not have it (which if

_ they could, . there would be no Doubt of
" their paying the high Duty mentioned -f*

of 40 1. a Pack for it); yet as Foreigners
o T ~ (we

o Ged's Imparfial‘Enduiry,‘:;Es’t:
 # Grafier’s Advocate. "
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(we may eafily believe, from the extra-
ordinary Patns  taken, and great. Rifgues
run, for the fake of [fmuggling. it to them)

-are willing to have it, at' no {fmall Price ;

nothing to' me. feems more plain, than

that, wnder the Circumflance of a REGI~

sTRY exaltly taken; and flrictly kept, a
Quantity, permitted to go. abroad unma-

swufaCtured, ‘might be fo Amited, and the -

Duty upon it fo adjufied, as that 1t thould

be no Injury to the Britifb woollen Manu-
facturer ;  certainly, upon the Whole, no

Injury to the Nation; but the beft that
could be done, --all Circumftances confider-
ed; at leaft, "a’ good femporary Expedient.
For though it fhould be conceived poflible,
fo to manage; in time, as to be able. to:
manufaé’cm‘e‘ all ;- or ‘the - greateft part of
the Wool grown in thefe Kingdoms ;- con-
fidering that the Praice of f{muggling
Wool has been (as is. faid) growing upon
us for fome Years, ~and our woollen Manu~
facture declining accordin gly in proportion 3

as many Hands, in every Branch of the

Bufinefs, muft be fuppofed, for- that Rea-
fon, to have left the Work, for fome other
Way of Life, and, in a meafure, to have
unlearned what they before knew and' pra-
&ifed ; as many, for the fame Reafons,
mull have been kept from learning and en-
' | 12 “ tering
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tering into the Bufinefs, who, otherwile

would have been bred up to it; ‘it fol-
lows, that the fudden Revulfion of fo
large a Share of our Wool, as is, at pre-
{ent, not improbably, faid to be exported
unmanufaGured, muft throw {o extraor-

* dinary and uncommon 2 Quantity upon

our own Hands, as (if not helped by {fome

means) fhall be a fatal dead Weight upon

the GROWER. : Eh Lo
" 'We have, indeed, from the Laws made
from time to time, for preVenting' the Ex~
portation of ‘Wool unmanufactured, been
{o long accuftomed to look upon it as a
Thing abfolutely pernicious ; that, to offer
any other Opinion, may be thought ridi-
culous, if not criminal. But though, fo
long ago as when we grew but 50,000

Pacls, and fold it to the Flemings at 40 .

a Pack: (a Sum-equal to 200 . now) it

was judged, - and really was great Policy,
to keep it at home, and introduce Manu-

faCturers, in ‘order to reap the Fruits of ‘

their Labour; the Cafe, it may be confi-
dered, is very different zow from what it
~was then.  Our Quantity of Wool is greatly
increafed, and all manual Arts in propor-
tion ; mot f6, the People whofe : Situation 1s

proper for fpinning of Wool. For, though

the People of Great Britain may have in-
e creafed
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creafed equally with moft other People in
Europe; yet moft Villages (in England efpe-
cially) as well as many Cities and Market-
Towns, the fir/t particularly, have fenfibly
depopulated, to no {mall Degree, in this

and the laft Century. I fay fenfibly, and in.

no fnall Degree : Witnefs (as any one may
recolle@) the very great Reduction of the

Number of Houfés, and the Reduction of the °

Number of Perfons in Family, in the remain-
ing Farm-Houfes of all perfecily inclofed

Lordfhips; the proportionable Reduétion in

all Lordthips inchfed in part; and even in
Lordfhips uninclofed, the Memory or Tra-

dition of a greater Number of Houfes and

Families than at prefent, confirmed by thofe
infallible Tokens, the Marks of the Plugh,
upon large Tracs, converted from Arable to
Meadow or Pafture Land. Whence it fol-
lows, that whatever the Increafe of People
is, in zbis Kingdom, it is chiefly iz and near

Lonpon, where the cheap Work of fpin-

ning Wool cannot be carried on to any con-
fiderable Purpofe, if atall. - S

- But if it fhall be faid, that all Reafoning
about the Quantity of Wool grown in thefe

- Kingdoms, and whaz we are capable  of

manufaGuring, - is too precarious - to build
upon ; a fafe Method,  and in which there
will be no Difficulty, feems to be a fhors
S D2 : - Bill,
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Bill, merely, for taking an Account of the
Stock of Wool in Hand, and of this next
Years Growth (in Great Britain) to be laid
before the Parliament, at their next Meeting,
in order to gain one certain Point, from which
to form fome Judgment about the whole
Quantity yearly produced in Great Britain
and Ireland too.  Comparing which with

the Exports of our woollen Goods, and our

fuppo_fcd home Confumption ; thence may
be, more afluredly, inferred the Quantity of
Wool now ordinarily {fmuggled, and what

‘Regulations, in that Cafe, the Nature of the
Thing will bear. The Confequence of this

need be a Delay, but for a fhort Time, of
a Remedy; and that, in order to fix upon
fuch a one, as fhall be moft effe¢tual and
proper to the Occafion, all Circumitances
- Or, if nothing lefs will fatisfy, than an
immediate ‘Regiftry, fuch as will, in effect,
take all the Wool of this Kingdom fo far

‘into. Cuftody, as that it muft either be °

wrought up within the Year, or (without

fome other Expedient) lic dead upon the
Hands of the Grower ; I fee but two poflible.

Ways of fecuring him from that very great
Inconvenience : - One, by contriving and e-
recting a Bank, at convenient Diftances, in

every County, for purchafing all fuch Fleece-~

Wool

L2 ]
Wool as fhall remain upon the Hands of

the Grower at Michaclmas, at {fome certain
Price (to be fixed by competent  Judges,

- Sworn Appraifers, for the Purpofe) according

to the comparative Goodnefs of it ; as, fup-
pofe, from 10 to 185 or from g to 16 s.
per Tod.  The other (if this laft fhould be
thought to be attended with too many Diffi-
culties to be carried into Execution) is that
mentioned elfewhere *, of fuffering a Zmited

Quantity to go abroad, at the Aighef? Duty
it will bear, 1n order to raife a Fund (befides

“other good Purpofes) for buying up and de-

ftroying fuch remaining Part of Wool in the
Growers Hands, as fhall be found fuper-
ﬂuous.' : o o S
But, if it be faid, that the Grower ought
rather to take the Chance of the Inconve- -
nience of one Year, till it is feen how the

Thing will iffue ; depending upon Parliamen-

tary Relief, if found neceflary, for the future.

1 reply, that, although the Wifdom and Ju-
ftice of the Legiflature may, in this and all
other Cafes, very well be depended on ;—
yet, firch are the Circumftances of moff W ool-
Growers, efpecially in Countries properly gra-

Jing, not to admit of the poffible Inconvenien-

ces of ome Year; for that the poorer Part
(who are not a few) if they cannot difpofe of -
: - - their

% Gralier’s Advocate.
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their Wool, at fime Price, for ready Money
(almoft as foon as it is fhorn) are in the ut-
moft Diftrefs, for want of fuch Money ; and

) ‘b‘y}much the major part of the reft (if they
~cannot receive Money for their Wool by

Michaelmas) are difabled from paying Rent
to their Landlords at that Seafon. Some
indeed, in the largeft Dealings, and beft
Circumftances, can truft their Wool to
Lady-Day. But, if thefe are difap-
pointed, at that Time (I fpeak of the
Generality) either their Landlords muft be
without Rent at Lady-Day, or their Lands
be untenanted, or their Tenants ‘without
Stock; which, in Effe&, would prove ri
the fame to the LAND OWNERs; Wit

 wuowm, therefore, 1rett this Cafe-of the Gra-
~ fiers, &c. asa Matter of o finall Confequence

tQ ———
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