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ADVERTISEMENT.

HE affairs of the Eaft India Com-
pany, and the conduét of their
fervants in India, have, for many years,
engaged the attention of the public, and
been the difcuffion of every private af-
Aembly ; but the true ftate of that coun-
try, with regard to its laws, cuftoms, and
manners; to the characers of its Mahom-
medan conquerors, and the condu&t of
the Britith government, has neither been
fairly explained, nor rightly underftood :
Confequently, the only means by which
~ a juft judgment, could be formed on this
fubje&, have been wanting. The defire
of fupplying this defec, induced the
Author to make this humble attempt,
which he now fubmits to the candour
of the Public.
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'SHORT REVIEW,
Yo Te, Y,

‘N? HEN prejudices have taken deep
root in the minds of men, it is an
arduous, and often an unfuccefsful, at-

tempt to endeavour to eradicate -them ;

and though the motive be laudable and

the end ufeful, yet fuch is the difpofition
of mankind, that they are apt to deride

B i laaeccor R ¢ e

the one, and difregard the other. If Introducs

intereft and paffion combine to fortify
the prejudice, the voice of Reafon is
either not heard, or little attended to;
and it is left to pofterity to do that jui-

tice which is refufed by the prefent age.
B This

tion.
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[ 2 ]
‘This is a melancholy and difcouraging
- ) 1 )
refle@ion, and it may, perhaps, be

deemed no little prefumption in the

L3 ]
going to treat, though begun by one of
inferior talents and inadequate abilities,
may, poflibly, be purfued hereafter by
fome perfon pofleffed of fuperior under-

(tanding, and endued with talents equal
to the tafk.

perfon who fhall undertake a tafk of
fuch difficulty ; but let it be remembered
in excufe, that if difficulties were to
deter, no enterprile would be attempted ;

that the energies of the mind are beft The prejudices which it is my with to

Prejudices

) . againft the
called into a&ion by endeavouring to fubdue, and my purpofe to combat, are Boim
¢ . e . . . Governa
overcome them, and that 1t 1s by ex- thofe which have been entertained againft mentin

India °

ertion only we can ever hope to acquire the Britilb Government in India. The combated.

e, e s e

knowledge, or attain truth. There is,
'moreovef, an encouraging principle
which furmounts every objection ; it is
the hope of ferving the caufe of truth,
and pointing to the means of difpelling
the mifts of error. The hiftory of the
world is full of inftances of great effects
produced from ‘trivial caufes ; importarft
difcoveries have been made from acci=
dental circumftances, and a trifling hint
has often led to conclufive experiments.
This fubjed, therefore, on which I ‘arn

| going

prevailing opinion is, that it has been a
{yftem of tyranny and injuftice, and
that the fervants of the Faft India Com-

pany have been monfters of cruelty and

oppreflion. Whatever may have been
the faults of fome individuals, (and where
is the fociety without them ?) the reverfe
of this reprefentation is the truth ; and I
hope to make it appear, that it is an
erroneous opinion, founded on partial
reports, and foftered by fallacious ac-
counts. ~ What has “tended chiefly to

- B2 propagate
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; ' Caufes of
o thefe pre-
judices.

[ 4 ]

propagate and fupport this opinion, is,
the great pains and talents which have
been employed to circulate it, and the
unavoidable ignorance of thofe into
whom it has been inftilled refpefting the
country of India, the fituation in which
we found it, and the nature of its inha-
bitants ; their laws, religion, and man-
ners. A Review of thefe will tend to
elucidate the fubje&t; and fome know-
ledge of them is abfolutely requifite in
order to form a judgment of the conduck
of that government which is arraigned,
and in what degree its meafures have

been wife and juft, or weak and op-

preflive.

¥

%

It hath been very unfé%tunate for the
reputation of the Britifh fffj;overnment in
India, that it hath fuﬂ'erfc{d as much by
the mifreprefentations and exaggerated
defcriptions of its own members, as by
any other fet of men. " This hath arifen

partly

[ 5 1

partly from 2he nature of the government,
and partly from zhe nature of things.
Thefe I propofe to explin: and firf,

—The nature of the government,

It was compofed of a Council, con- Nature of
(iting of a Governor and thirteen mem- S%g::x:“
bers ; but this number has fluQuated puaincd.
occafionally from fourteen to four, at
which it was laft fixed by‘avlate a& of
Parliament in 17€4.  Every meafure of
government, relative to peace, war, re-
venue, or commerce, was debated and
deliberated on by this Council. The
Governor had no other pre-eminence
than that of having the cafling vote.

But he was the executive magiftrate of E:ﬁ:)ffl‘
the refolutions of the Council, and all nor-
correfpondence, with the native Princes
and powers of India, was carried on
through him folely, and all the difpatches
to them were figned by him fingly.
he Nabob, the Ambafladors of foreign
B Princes,

—— - e e . e
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Princes, and all men of rank who vifited
the prefidency, were firft received by
him, and by him introduced to the
Counfellors. He was alfo the military
Governor of Fort William, and Com-
mander in Chief in the ~Prefidency.
Thefe diftinctions, as they gave him
fome fuperior power, in fa&, to the reft
of his Council, and created an opinion
of a great deal more in the minds of
the natives, rendered his office a ftation
of fome degree of envy and jea-

loufy.

It will be eafily imagined by thofe
who have feen the proceedings of deli-
berative affemblies, that there will be
difference of opinions amongft the mem-
bers, whether the number be great or
fmall : accordingly, that happened in
this government, which muft happen in
all governments fo conftituted, that the

members, differing in opinions, ranged

them-

[ 7 1

themfelves in different partics, The Go-
vernor, and fuch as were of his opinion,
compofed one {fide; and thofe who op-
pofed him formed the other: the confe-
quence of this was, that in the variety
of matters which came under their confi-
deration, there were frequent {ubjects of
debate; and as many of thefe fubjects
excited both the paflions and the interefts
of the feveral members, their debates
were often carried on with heat and
violence.  Strife and diflention {oon
found their way into thefe Councils,
and hence we find the Company’s re-

cords filled with party-difputes.

As it is a rule of the Faft India Com-
pany’s governments, that the opinion of
every member thall be delivered in writ-
ing, and recorded, and as there were
generally two fets of men in Council
in oppolition to each other, opinions are
to be found diametrically oppofite on the

B 4 fame

Opinions
of Coun-
fellors re-
corded ;
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{fame meafure ; and, 'very frequently,
both the meafure, and the men who pro-
pofed it, are loaded with very heavy
abufe. This was one great caufe of in-
jury to the reputation of the Britith go-
vernment in India; for when the Mi-
niftry at home were inclined to condemn
or reprobate any of its alls, they juftified
themf{elves by the opinions of the very
members who were on the fpot at the
time thefe adts were done, and quoted
the fentiments of one party as irrefra-
gable arguments againft the other. Thus
the language of irritated animofity has
been frequently appealed to as proof of
mal-adminiftration, and mere infinuations
and aflertions, thrown out in the heat
of contentious debate, have been brought
forward as fo much fpecific evidence of
aGual criminality in the perfons againft
Whém thefe infinuations and affertions
were levelled. |

But

[ o1

But Minifters are not the only per-
fons who have availed themfelves of this
fyftem of the Company, which directs
all opinions to be recorded ; the principle
on which they aded in political difcuf~
fions, has been adopted in judicial pro-
ceedings ; and, in the prefent impeach~
ment, one of the Managers hath con-
tended for the extraordinary dollrine,
that thefe records are evidence of a fact;
as if an opinion or an infinuation were a
jot more true for being recorded.—Let
this reafoning be applied to a fubject
more immediately under our review,
and the abfurdity of it will be inftantly
feen: are the refolutions of the Houfe
of Commons matters of fa& or evidence,
becaufe they are recorded on their jour-

nals? If they be, our prefent Minifter

ought not to hold his office, and the

vote relative to the Middlefex ele&ion in
1770, with a thoufand others, ought

never to have been expunged.—But
thefe

P
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[ 10 ]
thefe records are fo far from being either
matters of fact, or matters of evidence,
that it has been aflested by one of the
firft “writers of the age, the Houfe of
Commons went fo far in one inftance,
on the occafion of the Middlefex ele@ion,
as to declave, in open defiance of iruth
and common fenfe, that it was not the

rule of the Houfe to divide a com-

piicated queftion at the requeft of a

member ¥,

When it is confidered, what a variety
of {ubje@s came under the difcuflion of
a Council which governed and centrolled
cvery department of a great kingdom,
that their own private interefts, as well
us thofe of the flate, were often impli-
cated in the refolutions they were tak-
ing, 1t muft be admitted, that a more

fruitful {ource of envy and detraltion
* Junius, vol. ii. p. 95,

can-~

[ oo ]
cannot well be imagined; for almoft
every thing which can excite the paf-
fions of men was comprehended in
their debates, and almoft every thing
which fuch paflions could ditate, has
been afferted. ‘That this is no exag-
gerated defcription, nor fanciful deline-
ation, I appeal to the fa&ts of Mr. Van-
(ittart’s government, from the year 1761 |
to 1764 ; to Lord Clive’s, from 1765
to 1767 ; and to Mr. Haftings’s, from
the year 1774 to 1777 %

Another caufe of injury to the repu-

tation of the DBritifh government in

* In the year 1763 one member was fo violent
as to give another the lie, which occafioned a feuflle
at the council board, and a duel the next day.—Lord
Clive told General Carnac he ought to have fome
body near him with a pot of water to throw over
him to cool him.—In Mr. Haftings’s government two
duels were the conféquence of the heat of their de-

* hates.

India
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[ 12 ] . . ﬁ d ;
N | . party, thelr firt object was, to find oc- rye .
inuryte  India from the nature of it, and which G £ theip 8sof
the Britifh . ) cafion to condemn the meafures o €T them.
govern- — flowed from the fource of party diffen- _ ) . hich  thes
ment, . e C f Dire ) predeceflors; in doing which 4
tion, was the Court of DireGors in ) . .
? ‘ P feemed to think, that their own charac-
Englard having caucht the fame infec- e c Vie
© T e " ters would rife in eftimation, exallly in
tion. hey were divided in fentiments: . ,
7 - ’ ’ the fame proportion as they funk thofe
n iffe ajorities prevaile RTCT
and as different majorities Pprevailed, of their opponents. A firiking inftance
different m nd meafures were fup- .. . .
f t men a meafures were fup of this principle is afforded in the ap-
Parties,

ported.  The great leaders of thefe par-

pointment of Lord Clive in the year LowdClive
ties were the late Lord Clive and Mr.

. appointed
1764. An arduous ftruggle, between Govemor.

Sullivan, who, as their influence ope- P
TS > . P ) what was called his interet and Mr.
rated in the Dire&ion, appointed to their Sullivan’s, was decided in his Lordfhip’s
. te ) .
governments in India thofe perfons favour in the month of April of that
whofe interefts and opinions they year; and he was appointed Governor
. . . cals

efpoufed. When men. fucceed to power of Bengal in confequence. The Rulersy
and place under fuch circumitances, their of the former adminiftration were
minds are too apt to be heated to allow chiefly the men of Mr. Sullivan’s choice;
1 o ar e ¥ 8 1 o . > M

them to fmm a cool and {ober judgment; the new Dire&ion, therefore, reprefented

the affairs of the Eaft India Company to
be in the moft deplorable {ituation, and

nor is it probable they fhould either
invefligate with temper, or relate with

candour, the a&s of thofe againft whom

their very exiftence tottering on the
] / ertai liti 2 o] 1 m— \ N . . . .
oy, eeined polivcel prejudices brink of ruin; from which nothing
could fave them but the virtues and abi-

lities

!4;;
(i
7

Thus it happened, that when a new
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adminifiration was formed by either

party,
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State of
Bengal
when he
arrived.

[ 14 ]
lities of a Clive. Clive, on his arrival
in Bengal, took care to echo back the
fame dreadful tale, and to juftify his
Mafter’s judgment in their choice of him
and his Sele&t Committee. He landed
in Bengal in May 1765. A dangerous
war had juft been fuccefsfully terminated,
The Nabob Jaffier Aly Khan, whom he
had firft placed on the Mafnud, died a
few months before his arrival, and a
{fucceffor had been nominated by the
former Council. Thefe were two un-
expelted events, which, had they hap-
pened a little later, or had he not been
the unufual length of twelve months on
his paffage, might have afforded his
Lordthip a happy opportunity to difplay
thole talents which were defervedly held
in high eftimation by his employers ;
and he was a little chagrined at the dif-
appointment. In this fituation his at-
tention was employed how to fupply, by
his own means, the lofs of thofe whick

fortune

TSR s e L e e e et Tt FTITE
v
o

[ 5]

fortune had deprived him of. He could His con-

not prevent what had happened; but he
might condemn all that had been done;
which he failed not to do in terms of
the moft violent abufe. 'This, however,
did not anfwer all his Lordfhip’s pur-
poles, and it was not fufficient for him
to condemn the aéts of the Council
alone ; his views had a more extenfive
range, and took in the whole circle of
the Company’s fervants in Bengal. The
firlt difpatches that were tranfmitted to
England by the Sele&t Committee, whofe
proceedings were concealed by an oath
of fecrecy, were filled with the coarfeft
inve@ives againft the whole body of
fervants* 3 and an indifcriminate cen-

* The following quotation may ferve as a {peci-
men of their temper and ftyle : “ We are heartily fick
of the fruitlefls labour of raking in the jakes of corrup=
tion.”—Sel. Com. Gen. Let. Fort William, 31 Jam.
1766, par. 14.

fure

duét.




Comment
on it,

New go-
- vernment
of 1774.

[ 16 ]
fure was pafled, in the moft unjuftifiable
manner, on every rank in the fervice
for they had neither the privilege of
kﬁdvving, not, of courfe, the means of

defending themfelves from the accufa-

“tions which were thus fecretly preferred

to their mafters in England.—Lord Clive

had certainly great merit, and the nation
is highly indebted to his fervices; but in
this inftance he departed from the dig-
nity of his own charafter, and wan-
tonly traduced the reputation of others.

~ 'The next remarkable inftance which

occurs of the fame kind, wherein a new

Adminiftration commenced its career by

condemning the alts of the preceding,

happened juft ten years after Lord Clive’s -
government. In the year 1774 the af~

fairs of the Faft India Company were

taken under parliamentary confideration,

and the Minifter of that day, intent on

colonial regulation, turned his thoughts
| to

VAN

to the management of the Eaft as well
as the Weft. In the fame Seffion that
the memorable Bofton Port Bill was
paffed, an A& was alfo made to model
anew the form of government in Bengal,
which was to confift of a Governor-Ge-
neral and four Members of Council.
Three of thefe were fent from England:
they were two military officers of high
rank, and a gentleman who was employed
in the War-office. In the fpace of three
months after their arrival in a country,
of which they' were utterly ignorant,
and where the chief part of their in-
formation was derived through the me-
dium of men whofe language they did
not underftand, they took upon them to
pronounce decidedly, that it was in a
ruinous ftate, and that there was no fpe-
cies of corruption which had not been
praltifed by the former goverhment. In
a word, the fame general accufation, pre-
ferred without any proof, and aflerted

| ¢ without

Who they
WEre,

Their con-
duét
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[ 8]
without any regard to decency, filled
their difpatches to England; and thus
has the reputation of the Briti/b govern-
ment in India {uftained repeated injuries,
from its own members having indulged
themfelves in unwarrantable liberties,
which men in public life {eem to think
they are authorifed to take, when they
fpeak of the political conduét of others.
In our own country, the fame fort of
accufation and abufe is beftowed on Ad-
miniftration, with very different effect.
Oppofition rail, condemn, and affert the
Minifter’s wickednefs and the nation’s
ruin, in the moft violent language, with-
out the leaft attention being paid to
But let the
fame things be faid of an Adminiftration

the alarming reprefentation.

in India, they are immediately believed,
and the nation is in a flame. The
reafon of this difference is, at home we

know and can judge of the falts; the

affertions are made in fpeeches, which

cannot

S

[ 19 ]
cannot be recorded, and pafs away with
the occafion: in India every thing is
written and made a matter of record.
The written memorial is referred to,
years after the event has happened,and the
circumftances of it are forgotten; nothing
further is known of the nature of the
fa&s afferted, and therefore no judgment
can be formed upon any thing extrinfic
to the Company’s records upon the fub-
je&t.

litical clamour; in the other we are ut-

In the one cafe, we know it is po-

terly ignorant; and not being able to
judge of the reality, we neceflarily admit

the reprefentation.

Having endeavoured to explain the
caufes of thofe prejudices which arofe
from the nature of the Briti/b government
in India; 1 will proceed to the other
caufes, which I clafs under the nature of

things. Under this head I comprehend,
the fituation of the country, and the fyftem

C2 of

Other
caufes of
prejudice
againft
Britith go«
vernment



L

explained.

[ 20 ]

of the Company's commerce. The Jituation
of " the country may be confidered in two
points of view, the vaft diftance of it,
and the ftate in which we found it.
From the remotenefs of India our in-
tercourfe with it was neceffarily confined
to a few, and our ignorance fo great,
that it was in the power of any defigning
perfon, either from intereft or malice, or
both, to create almoft any prejudice that
might {uit his purpofe. It was impofli-
ble for the Dire@ors, the Minifters, or
any part of the nation to whom the tales
might be told, to judge of their truth or
falfehood, their probability or abfurdity.

And there were fome perfons, whom

difappointment had foured, and difcon-

tent rendered envious, who vented their

complaints to their connexions in Eng-

‘land, in fuch unfair reprefentations, as

to occafion many unjuft prejudices in the

- minds of thofe to whom thefe commu-

nications

Mahommed Reza Cawn: He was a

[ 21 ]

nications were made: they imparted
them to others, and private reports,
which originated from particular diffa-
tisfation or malevolence, were circulated
to the g.,enerallinjury of a whole commu-
nity. Even the purpofes of ambition
have been ferved by this difingenuous
method of publifhing artful mifreprefen-
tations. I could point out feveral in-
ftances in the Company’s records, where
the Court of DireGtors have been mifled
in their opinions, from the caufe to
which T ‘have attributed much prejudice,
namely, the want of local knowledge,
owing to the vaft diftance of the country ;
but I will content myfelf with mention-
ing a very memorable one régarding
native of rank ; and in the year 1765,
when Lord Clive accepted the grant of
the Dewanny, was appointed firft Mi-
nifter for the executidn_ of the office of
Naib Dewan, and Deputy to the Nabob.

C 3 He

Inftances
given,

3
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He had filled thefe eminent ftations with
general approbation for feven years: but
in the year 1772, the Court of Diretors
ordered him to be difmifled, and brought
to a public trial in Calcutta, in confe-
quenée of private information, which ac-
cufed him, in general terms, of mifde-
meanors in office, and of having contri-
buted to the calamities of the poor in the
famine which happened in 1769.

In confequence of this general accu-
fation, which {pecified neither time,
place, nor perfons, Mahommed Reza
Cawn was divefted of his rank and in-
fluence, and brought to Calcutta, where
a very ftri, and, to the honour of the

Adminiftration of Bengal, a very impar-

tial enquiry was made into his conduct; -

from which it appeared, that the Court
of Dire@ors had been grofsly deceived
by this private intelligence, and that he
was entirely innocent of the imputed

charges

[ 23 ]

charges which had been thus clandeftinely -

preferred againft him.

The dreadful famine to which the Di-
reCtors alluded, was a fruitful f{ource of
calumny and mifreprefentation ;  and al-
'thbugh it be an undeniable and notorious
fa@, that the periodical rains failed in
that year in an unufual manner, and
that without rain it is asimpofhible to have
rice as it is to have wheat without fun-
fhine, yet this caufe, which is out of the
reach of human power, was abfurdly af-
ferted, and believed to have been occa-
fioned by the Britith government. And
to fuch a height was the prejudice and
credulity carried, that a gentleman, who
had been high in ftation in the Com-
pany’s fervice, was moft unjuftly charged

with having contributed to a calamity

-which proceeded entirely from a phyfical

caule, which bappened when he was ac-

tually in England, and to which, there-

C 4 fore,
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fore, he could not poflibly have been

acceflary, even if human means had

been any part of the caufe.

An 'example of more public notoriety,
- and of more general effe® of the fame
kind, and proceeding from the fame
caufe, is afforded in the malicious pub-
lication of Mr. Bolts, 'This man, who
was of a rcvengeful, turbulent, and fe-
ditious temper, had violated his fidelity
to the Company, and endeavoured, on
various occafions, to difturb the peace of
their government in Bengal. After re-
peated inftances of daring mifcondu&
and provocation, the Governor and
Council were at. length compelled to
order him to depart to Europe, and, ul-
imately, to feize and fend Lim on fhip-
board, as he had for near two years re-
fufed obedience to their orders, and re-
fifted their authority.

The

e T S

oy,

[ 25 1

"The refentments of a mind, like that of

Mr. Bolts, were ealily excited; but on
this occafion they were raifed to a height
of fury; and in order to revenge himfelf
on the Company and their fervants, he
compofed this fpiteful work, wherein
truth is artfully perverted, and facts and
falfehoods fo {pecioully interwoven, that
the bafe purpofe for which this perform-

ance was publifhed, was fully anfwered,

and the vindi@ive author gratified his
private .refentments, by exciting and
{preading an univerfal clamour and pre-
judice againft the Eaft India Company
and their fervants. However the repu-
tat;ionjof this publication foon furk in

the opinion of the world ; and though

it did, excite, on its firft appearance,

great curiofity and clamour againft the
government in India, yet in a few years
the infamy of the author’s character
and defign. being fully deteé‘ted,‘ his
book has been defervediy’ negleted,

and
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and confidered as the effufion of a ma-
lignant mind.

But there is a work of a very different
kind, wherein the fame unhappy pre-
judice has been entertained by a moft
refpetable author ; and the fame unfor-
tunate caufe, for want of proper informa-
tion regarding this remote country, has
led him into an error, which, coming
from fuch authority, may have an influ-
ence on the lateft pofterity. The work
to which I allude, is the celebrated per-
formance of The Wealth of Nations, by
Adam Smith. A performance which will
laft as long as the Englith language,
and be read and refpeted as long as
good fenfe, great knowledge, and valua-
ble information fhall be efteemed by
mankind. |

In page 477 of the fecond volume,
Mr. Smith fays, {peaking of the oppref-

fion

G

[ 27 ]
Gon of monopolies, and com paring their
effe@s in different ftates, * The Englifh
¢« Company have not yet had time to
« eftablith in Bengal fo perfedtly de-
“ fructive a {yftem. The plan of the
“ government, however, has had exal&lly
“ the fame tendency. £ ks not been
“ yucommon, I am well affured, for the
“ Chicf, that is, the firft clerk of a Jactory,
“ to order a peafant to plow up a rich
“ field of poppies, and fow it with rice
“ or fome other grain. The pretence was

“ to prevent a fcarcity of provifions ; but

4

«

the. real reafon, to give the Chief an
“ opportunity of felling, at a better price,
“ g large quantity of opium which he bad
“ upon hand. Upon other occafions the
“ order has been reverfed, and a rich
“ field of rice, or other grain: bas been
“ plowed up to make room Jfor a plantation
“ of poppies, when the Chief faw that
« extraordinary profit was likely to be
“ made by opium.”

This
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This is, undoubtedly, a piece of mif-
information to which this moft refpecta-~
ble gentleman would not have liftened,
if he had cither underftood the manner
of cultivating thefe plants, or had been
poflefled of any local knowledge on the
fubje&. Zhave made very diligent in-

quiries, both on the fpot and in England,

amongft thofe who muft have known

the fa&s which Mr. Smith relates, if
they had been, as he aflerts he was af-
fured, no uncommon praétice ; and I have
been uniformly anfwered, that they never
heard of fuch inftances. But what will
put the matter out of all doubt, are the

following incontrovertible falts:

The poppy is a plant which requires a
peculiar foil, and particular care in the
culture of it. 'The medium price of the
land on which it is cultivated, is about

eleven or twelve rupees a begab, or one-

third of an Englith acre. It is fowed at

the

57 s
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the beginning of O&ober, when the
{feafon of the periodical rain expires.
The plant begins to be fit for incifion,
in order to extra& its juice, of which
opium is made, about the end of De-
cember, and continues fo till March.
It requires a dry foil, and can be
brought to maturity only in the dry
feafon, when the periodical rains have
cealed. Paddy or rice lands let, on a
medium, at three rupees a begah. Rice
is fowed about the end of May, juft be-
fore the periodical rains commence. One
crop 1s reaped about the end of Septem-
ber ; and another, which is the laft, and
by far the greateft, about the end of
December. It requires a foil faturated
with water, and lies foaked in it for a
confiderable time. On this account it
is fowed juft before the periodical
rains commence; and nine-tenths of the
quantity of rice, produced in the Com-
pany’s provinces, grow in the kingdom

of
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of Bengal, which is {o low and flat, that
the grounds are cither overflowed by the
rivers Ganges and Burrumporter, with
their tributary ftreams, or {foaked with the
rain which falls and ftagnates in them.
It is therefore evident, that the foil and
the feafon, which can alone frudtify the
paddy or rice, would rot and deftroy
the poppy; and it is therefore as evident,
that it is utterly impoffible, from the
nature of the two plants, that one
thould be plowed up to fow the
other.

I thall referve what I have to fay

on the fiate in which we found the

country of India for another place, and

proceed to fthew ‘how the fyftem of the
Company's commerce has, from the nature

of the thing, created prejudices.

Monopolies are regarded in a commer-
cial country with a peculiarly jealous eye.

Every

[ 3t ]

Every other mercantile adventurer in the
State is naturally envious of the perfons
to whom thefe exclufive privileges are
granted ; and thus, by a very large body
of the nation,a joint Company and its fer-
vants, become the objects of envy. This
prepofleflion gives a bias to the minds of
men ; and whenever they fee or hear of
a perfon who has been fortunate in the
{ervice of the Eaft India Company, they
conceive a degree of fecret prejudice
againft him ; but if any report be whif-
pered to the injury of his reputation, it
is eagerly liftened to, and readily admit-
ted, without examining either its proba-
bility or authenticity. ~Another caufe of
prejudice proceeding from the fyftem of
the Company’s commerce is, the con-

founding of two very diftin& matters,

in which the blame of the thing ordered

to be done has been unjuitly imputed to
the perfon ordered to do it. From a fet of
mere merchants, the Eaft India Company

became
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; became the Sovereigns of the country @; hand, the Adminiftration of India were
they traded to. Hence arofe a very im- % influenced in their councils by the fpirit z
z@ portant diftin&ion of the two charatters with W;hiCh a Sovereign would a& for }
kj to which they did not attend ; and it has the good of his country; fuch meafures ﬁ:
been wifely obferved by the celebrated were condemned, fometimes by  the é(
i Author of the Wealth of Nations, that Company, who judged as merchants, i
? after they became Sovereigns, they ab- and fometimes by the Miniftry, who %
}i furdly regarded that charater but as an made any political alts a plea for their :
; appendix to that of the monarch, and interference ; and, as it ferved their pur- i;
; 1

pofe, raifed a clamour, either about the
extenfion of territory, the ambition of

conqueft, or the infatiable thirft of

1 as fomething which ought to be made

1
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(ubfervient to it. As Sovereigns, their in-

o~

tereft is exactly the fame with that of the

country which they govern. As mer- power and dominion of the fervants in

India, |

ANT T g,
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chants, their intereft is dire&tly oppofite.

s

In this fituation, when the adminiftra-

e

In juftice, therefore, to the govern-
ment of India, this diftin&ion thould be

always kept in mind ; and whenever the

tion in India did any thing in obedience Remark.
3 to the orders of the Dire&ors, which or-

" ders, being ditated by the fpirit of mer-

. chants, were prejudicial to the interefts policy of a meafure is to be judged, it
§ of the country, that injury has been ought to be well confidered how far the
jé Servants unjuftly attributed to their fervants, who effect of that meafure, _if it has been
i e were only the inftruments, and not the hurtful to the general intereft ~of the
g!; " authors of the detriment. If, on the country, is to be attributed to the caufe
E%E | ) other D of
|
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4 of the Company ating as merchants, 0
‘§ when they ought to have governed as j}r
Hé {overeigns.. Again, when any meafure , : . 7
b Shs- ) .g, P .Y i Of the State of that Part of Iudia called - i
b of the Adminifiration in India is to be ) . ' i
J -_ ] Bengal, Babar, and Oriffu, when it i
i decided on, it ought to be confidered ey i
ie . . came under the Britifb Government. 0
‘5? how far they acted as {fovereigns, intent ¥
) upon the good of the whole, and at- %’
;‘ . ﬁ‘
ki tended to the general intereft of the ‘
it : sener I HAVE purpofely referved what I Jtatecf )
h country, without regarding the narrower . . ‘e fore Britith 3
i . . have to fay on this fubje& for a diftin& 7. ™" i
views of mercantile profit. w o goven !
i : difcuflion ; becaufe it is not only com-
ol . ..
N plicated in its nature, but has been ren-
W . . .
e dered much more fo by artful mifrepre-

fentations, exaggerated defcriptions, and
erroneous information.  Thefe have
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made fo deep an impreflion on the miinds
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of men, have infufed fuch firong preju-
dices, and created fuch falfe opinions,
that it will be very diflicult to perfuade
them they have been grofsly deceived, o

e
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! and formed their judgment on fallacious ol
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}“l of reprefentations: yet fuch is really the Rg
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It is well known, that the country of

[ 37 ]

zebe, which lafted from the middle of
4 Hindooftan was invaded and conquered the laft to the beginning of the prefent
by Tamerlane and his fucceffors ; and
that his defcendants fat on the throne of
Delhy under the title of Great Mogul.

That part of Hindooftan, which com-~

century ; and foon after his death it be-

gan to decline. As long, however, as
it’s inftitutes were enforced, all offices of

ftate, and titles of rank, could énly be

prifes the provinces of Bengal, Bahar,

conferred by the immediate command of
and Oriffla, formed a divifion of the

the Emperor. There was a particular

Delhy, and mounted his elephant with
his face towards the animal’s tail, af-
fipning as a reafon for this ludicrous poi-

feals and (ﬁgnatures of the Minifters,

Sf\!;%cae}:g;l empire, called a Soubabhdarry, which was department * from which all funnuds, or °«

governed by a Viceroy called a Sowbah- grants, for thofe purpofes were iffued, %‘;

. dar. 'This appointment was temporary, and particular regulations were formed, %E
EE: 4};2?5;?{. and at one period fo fluftuating, owing both to mark the dignity and ftamp the ,E
ment. to the unfteadinefs of the Court at Delhy, authenticity of the grant. Some had i
%‘Jt | that there is a current ftory of one of nothing but the royal feal; others the
f‘i thefe Viceroys, who, as foon as he had feals and fignatures of the Minifters and ' j
fii reccived his appointment, left the city of the royal feal . others, again, only the

without the royal feal, The Soubahdar,

r‘%%‘i«’éa_\;

or Viceroy, had his funnud authen- o

]
?"‘l&s ] * 1 ] . M ! Y, L ’ L 1
% ture, that he was looking for his fucceffor ticated by the fignature of the Minifters o
A . . i . ’ : fl
Hﬁ The Mogul erpp’;re_ h‘ad“attalngd its * Ayeen Akbery, or Inftitutes of Achbar, Eng- 'l

lith Tranflation, vol. i. p. 271,

S

utmoft vigour in the reign of Aurung-
zebe,

D3 and
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and the royal feal ; and fo had every per-
fon of the rank of Munfubdar, from
which he alfo derived the #itle of Nawab.
But when the empire declined, and forms
and fubftance both decayed, the Sou-
bahdars often appointed Deputies in their
provinces (as was done in the Soubah
of Bengal, at Patna, Poorneah, and
other places), who were called Naibs.
Thefe men, deriving, a confequence from
their flation, affumed a dignity which
properly could be conferred only by the
Emperor, and ftiled themfelves Nawab,
or, as it is better known in Europe,
Nabob. Hence it has happened, that many
of thefe Deputies of a Deputy have been
erroneoully called Native Princes of high
rank and hereditary dignity; whereas
they were only the delegatés of a dele-
gated officer, and, like him, mere ad-
venturers from Perfia or the adjacent
countries, who had nothing to truft to but
their fword and their fpirit. Thefe are the

men,

o)
v
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men, as I fhall thew immediately, who,

in violation of all law and juftice, threw

off their obedience to the Viceroy,
ufurped the dominion of thefe provinces,
and were in this illegal pofleflion of :
them when we firft interfered in their 5

government. 1

In the year 1725, the provinces of Sovith i
Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla were governed 725 it
by Soujah Cawn, as Soubahdar; and .
this title, which had heretofore been
temporary, was granted to him and his i

family, by the Mogul, as a reward for

his zeal and fidelity to the crown. Bahar
and Orifla he committed to the rule of
two deputies, whilft he himfelf kept his

court at Moorfhedabad, in the centre of

. Surfraz
Bepgal. His only fon, Surfraz Cawn, Surfrs

fucceeded him in the year 1739. The *739:

unwieldy empire of the Moguls, which

gguEaic
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had been in its decline for more than
half a century, received its downfal ‘
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about this period by the invafion of
Nadir Shah ; and the Governors of thefe
diftant provinces now threw off all alle=

giance to their vanquithed Sovereign.

Some time before the acceflion of
Soujah Cawn, two Mogul adventurers,
named Hadjee Hamet and Aly Verdy
Cawn, came into Bengal, firongly re-
commended by fome of the principal
Omrahs at the Court of Delhy, and were,
in confequence, received into Soujah"sv
fervice ; the former as an officer. of the
foot foldiers, and the latter in the me-

nial capacity of his pipe-bearer ¥,

Hadjee was fubtle, fordid, and infinus
ating, Aly Verdy Cawn was bold, am-
Their different
talents being thus fuited to the purpofes

i

# Scrofton’s Hindooftan, p- 31t

of

[ 4]
of each other, Hadjee determined to ren-
der his bafer qualifications fubfervient to
the more generous vices of Aly Verdy’s
difpofition, ~Eager to gratify his own
avidity for wealth, and his brother’s in~
ordinate defire of power, he made no
fcruple of taking the moft profligate
means to accomplith his defigns. 'The
ruling paffion of his Mafter, Soujah
Cawn, was luft; and to this the aban-
doned Hadjee facrificed the honour and

‘the innocence of his own daughter®,

Having thus bafely ingratiated himfelf
with Soujah, he procured the appoint-

ment of Naib, or Nawab of Patna for

his brother, Aly Verdy Cawn. In this
fituation he had an ample opportunity
of acquiring that degree of power which
he wanted to fulfil his ambitious hopes ;
and foon after the death of Soujah Cawn,

* Scrofton’s Hindooﬁén, p- 32.
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[ 42 ]
this ungrateful rebel took up arms a-
gainlt Surfraz Cawn, the fon and fuc-
ceffor of his indulgent Mafter, He was
fuccefsful in his rebellion, and in the
year 1742 defeated and killed Surfraz
Cawn in a pitched battle *.

The Emperor, or Mogul, was at this
time an empty name, without power
and without dominion ; and being ut-
terly unable to interfere himfelf in this
ufurpation of his rebel fubje@, he pro-

pofed to the Mahratta State to difpatch

a force againft Aly Verdy Cawn, fend
the heads of the two brothers to Delhy,
and re-inftate the family of Soujah

awnT. The Mahrattas invaded Ben-
gal, with immenfe armies ], and gave
the ufurper great difquiet by their in-
curfions for feveral years: till, at laft,

¥ Scrofton’s Hindooftan, p. 32.
t Ib.p. 37, 1 Ib. p. 46.
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he fettled a treaty with them in 1750 %,
After various ftruggles for his ill-gotten
power, he died in quiet pofleflion of his
ufurped dominions in the year 1750,
and left them to his nephew, Surajah
Dowlah ; that inhuman tyrant, who
wantonly attacked the Englifh Fa&ory,
and murdered fo many of the inhabi-
tants, by putting them into that dreadful
dungeon, flill remembered with horror
by the name of the Black Hole.

Whilft Aly Verdy Cawn governed the
provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifly,
as Soubahdar, the interior diftricts were
ruled, under him, by the defcendants of
Hadjee (for he himfelf had no children),
under the titles of Nabob T of Patna, Na-
zobi of Dacca, and Nabob § of Pur-

* Scrofton’s Hindooftan, p. 47.
+ Mirza Mahmud Cawn.
-1 Nowagis Mahammed Cawn.

§ Sid Hamet.

neah :
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neah * : and the pofterity of thefe low

adventurers, who firft ufurped their

power,and then afflumed their titles, are the
men who have been dignified in Europe
by the name of Princes ; and fet forth as
perfons of great hereditary dignity, and
lluftrious defcent.  And this was the
cale in other provinces in the empire,
as well as Bengal ; for, fince the reign of

Aurungzebe, all the old families of dif-

tinction had funk into infignificance, or

were become extin@, and in every fuc-
ceeding reign almoft every man, who rofe
to promotionand honours, was taken frem

the middling, and even loweft clafs of life,

- The Vizier Monfur Aly Cawn, who kept

- his Sovereign and his family prifoners at-

this time, came into Hindooftan, like other
Perfian adventurers, to feek his fortune;

where he was lucky enough to raife

* Scrofton’s Hindooftan, p. 48.
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himfelf to this high poft, and to leave it
to his fon Sujah Dowlah, father of the
man who, at the prefent, holds this
empty but high-founding title.

Such being the rulers of this country,
amidft the confufion and mifery into
which fo many wars and revolutions had
involved it, let us take a curfory view
of the native inhabitants, the Hindoos.
From the enervating effe&ts of the cli-
mate, from the tenets of their religion,
and from the combined influence of thefe
caufes, the Hindoos are a meek, timid,
fuperttitious race of people ; and became
an eafy prey to their Mahommedan con-
querors. What their fyftem of govern-
ment was before, or at that time, is un-
known to us; the only veftige of it is

in their religious and civil code of laws,

which their conquerors permitted them

to follow, as far as was confiftent with
their own defpotic plan,

Without

Charaler
and fitua-
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Without entering into the wide field
of conie&ure about their ancient govern-
ment, ¢+ wil be f{ufficient for my pur-
pole, i thew the ftate and condition of
the Hindoos at the pericd of the Britifh
adminiftration. The title of Rajab, in
the time of their own g« verniment, was
certainly that by which the governing
power was called ; but of the nature of
its rights, and how it defcended, or was
conferred, we are now ignorant. There
are many Hindoo families, at this day,
who have the title of Rajah; but they

have either aflumed it themfelves, or,

what is more abfurd, have had it con-

ferred on them by their Mahommedan
rulers ; for the Great Mogul is juft as
competent, firi&tly {peaking, to make a
Chrifiian Duke as an Hindoo Rajah,
And if any Englithman had been filly
enough to fuffer himfelf to have been
created Duke of Patna, he might have
boafted of his nobility and high rank with

as

[ 47 1]

as much propriety as the Rajahof Benares;
who, from being a mere colleCtor of re-
venue, was made a Zemindar by Shujah
Dowlah, the {on of that Perfian adven-
turer, Monfur Aly Cawn, who made
himfelf Vizier. The fa& is, there is
fcarcely an old Hindoo family exifting ;
and as to an ancient nobility, which is
one of the errors that has been propa-
gated, there is'no fuch thing.

With regard to the title - of Zemindar,
this appellation is certainly of Mahom-
medan origin, for it is compofed of two
Perfian words fignifying land-holder: it
is therefore evidently no rank of Hindoo
creation; and whatever refped, dignity,
or privileges the perfons who hold this
rank may have claimed in the decline of
the empire, when all orders were con-
founded, there is great reafon to think,

that, in its original inflitution by the Ma-~

hommedans, it was only an ofice tem-

porary

Remark,

Zemin-
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porary and conditional. 'The grant of a

Zemindar, called Sunnud, bears ftrong

internal evidence of this; for it is there

[ 49 ]

the cuftomary fees. When his petition
is granted, a new Sunnud is iffued, but

till he obtains this fpecial invefliture he

Thelr of- exprefsly called the office of Zemindar. It cannot a& as Zemindar.
e ex- : . . .
plained. prefcribes certain ftipulated duties, orders

the performance of certain alls, and the

forbearance of others, and (what is very

It was neceffary to confer a confidera- Power

. .. granted
ble degree of power on the Zemindars, in them

order to enable them to fulfil the duties of

T ——

unlike hereditary right) requires a fecu-
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rity for the perfonal appearance of the
Zemindar.—He is obliged to attend the
Exchequer of the King’s chief officer of
colle@ion, at the commencement of every
year, to make a new fettlement of his
revenues ; and he cannot enter upon the
duties of his office for the new year
without a fpecial order for this purpofe.
Whein a Zemindar dies, the next of kin
does not fucceed of courfe as to a legiti-
mate right. Whoever has pretenfions to
t:he fucceflion, is obliged to petition the
Sovereign to be invefted with the office,
in which petition he promifes to perform
all the ftipulated conditions, and to pay

the
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their office ; and as it is an inherent prin-
ciple in all defpotic governments, that
every portion of delegated power is ex-
ercifed in the fame plenary and arbitrary
manner, by the perfon to whom it is
granted, as by the defpot himfelf ¥, fo
thefe Zemindars were the little tyrants
of their own jurifdi®ion. In procefs of
time, and as the fupreme power became
weak, the encroachments of the Zemin-

* Dans le gouvernement defpotique, le pouvoir

pafle tout entier dans les mains de celuj 3 qui onle
confie. Le Vizier eft le defpot Iui-méme; et
chaque officier particulier eft le Vizier.

L’Efprit de Loix, ch. xvi. liv. v. .
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dars were lefs attended to; and after the
irruption of Nadir Shah, when every
thing was thrown into confufion, when
the Viceroys threw off all obedience to
the Emperor, and when their deputies,
the Nabobs, threw off all obedience to

them, and ufurped their power, it is

probable the Zemindars, in their turn,
afflumed rights and privileges which, 1n
their original inflitution, they were not
intitled to. But although it has been
permitted them by the Nabobs to claim
an hereditary fucceflion to their Zemin-
dary, yet they were often treated as mere

Moorthad  officers of colle€tion, and with a degree

of feverity unknown in the Britifh go-
vernment. « Moorfhud Kuly Cawn*,
# (in the reign of Aui?ungzebe) for the
¢« purpofe of making a fuller inveftiga-

“ tion of the capacity of the lands, or-

* Narrative. of the Government of Bengal, tran{-

lated by Gladwin, p. 43, 44

¢ dered

- B

[ st 1]

« dered the Zemindars into clofe con-
“ finement, and put the colle(tions into
« the hands of Bengally Aumils.” Some
of his fucceflors have fince treated them
with as little confideration, in this refpect;
and even at fo late a period as Mr. Va-
rel’s government, in the year 1769,
they are threatened to be difpoflefled if
they difobey the orders of the Council,
which were, to make the fame fort of
{crutiny as had been done by Moorthud
Kuly Cawn *.

Sometimes perfons became fecurity to
government for the payment of the Ze-
mindar’s revenue, under the name of
Ahdad-arr, or, as they are commonly
called, Woodédars; and then they had
either a joint, or fuperior power to the
Zemindar in the management of the

* Inftruétions to Supervifors, Aug. 16, 1769.

E 2 colle&ions,
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[ 52 ]

colle@tions, Sometimes government {ent
its own officers into their diftri&s with
an immediate appointment from itfelf,
which entirely fuperfeded their authority,
under the different names of Aumil, Tah-
Sfildar, Sexawnl: In a word, a Zemindar
is, by the nature of his tenure, a vaflal
who holds of his {fuperior Lord by a
grant that is conditional and dependant.

A Zemindary is not limited in extent
or value. There are in Bengal Zemin-

daries which yield a revenue of as high

a value as three hundred and fifty thou-
fand pounds fterling a year; and fome
that do not pay more than three hundred
and fifty pounds. The principal Ze-~
mindars of Bengal, in regard to- the ex-
tent and value of their lands, are thofe of
Rajethay and Burdwan, whofe diftriéts,
taken together, make one fifth of the
whole province. But they are both of

modern date, and comprife a number

of
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[ 53 1
of fubordinate landholders, who poffefs

tenures of the fame kind as the great
Zemindars, called Talookdars.

All the great, and many of the mid-
dling Zemindars, having procured for
themfelves the title of Rajah, affed a
great deal of pomp and ftate in their dif~
tri@s, exa an implicit obedience from
their tenants, keep them in as abjeé’c‘
fubje&ion, and are juft as defpotic with
their dependants, as their Mahommedan
rulers are with them. Some of them are
likewife of the tribe of Bramins, which
gives them additional inﬂLlénce, and pro-

cures them unlimi‘ted‘au_‘thority. - The

Condué&
of Zemin-
dars.

reverence which religion infpires, joined Oppreffis.
: . on,

to the power which the Sovereign had
granted, rendered the Zemindars abfo-
lute in their jurifdi@ion, and gave them
an almoft uncontrolled liberty of plun-

dering their tenants; in which they were

indulged by the Nabobs, from the inte-
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refted motive of plundering them again,
when they had fo enriched themfelves *,
Mr. Scrofton, who refided many years
in India, and was well acquainted with

the language, cuftoms, and manners of
the natives, gives the following defcrip-
tion, in his Hiftory of Hindooftan, of
this fort of condu& in the Mahommedan
rulers and their Hindoo fubje&s :—* Un-
¢ happily for the Gentoos [Hindoos],

# Another confiderable fource of profit to the
Zemindar is, the levying fines at will. He likewife
raifes large fums from duties colletted in the market,
and affumes an authority over the Ryotts to reguire their
labour gratuitoufly. He frequently claims a gbadka on
rupees at an extraordinary valuation, WhiCi;is an il-
legal perquifite. The truth cannot be doulited, that
the poor and induftrious tenant is taxed by bis Zemindar,
Jor every extravagance that avarice, ambition, pride,
wanity, or intemperance may lead bim into, over and
above what is generally deemed the gftablifbed rent of his
lands. If be is to be marriedy a child born, bonours
conferredy luxury indulged, and nuzzaronas, or Jinesy
exacted, even for bis own mifconduty all mujt be paid
by the Ryott. :
' Sel. Com, Confult. 16 Aug. 1769-

“ them-
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¢ themfelves are made the minifters of

13 3y
oppreflion over each other ; the Moor-
(11

-
b

men, haughty, lazy, and voluptuous,

“ make them, of whom they have no

“ jealoufy, the minifters of their oppref-

“ fion, which further anfwers the end

“ of dividing them, and prevents their

uniting to fling off the yoke ; and by

(13

“ the -~ firange intoxication of power,

they are found jZll more rapacious and
cruel than their foreign maflers ; and,

what is more extraordinary, the Bra-

[1
¢
<

“ mins ftill exceed the reft in every

“ abufe of power, and feem to think;

(13

if they bribe God by beftowing a part
“ of their plunder on cows and Faquirs,

“ their iniquities will be pardoned *.”

.

This was the fituation of the people in

‘India under their native rulers, before

* Scrofton’s Hindooftan, p. 26.
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arly interference of the Englith; yet no-
thing has been more induftrioufly propa-
gated than the very unjuft and injurious
opinion, that the Britith government
hath exercifed great and unufual feveri-
ties in the colle€tion of the revenues, and
in its adminiftration of this department.

So much pains have been taken, and fo

much art has been ufed in diﬁ‘eminat‘ing'

this opinion, that it is generally ima-
gined the Englith have invented tortures
and punithments to extort money from
the miferable inhabitants of India; and
the ready comparifon of Spanith cruelty
in America, immediately prefenting it-
felf to the minds both of the relators and
hearers of thefe artful tales, the names
of-Cortez and Pizarro have been bandied
about, till it is univerfally believed, that
every Englith - Governor has exceeded
them in cruelty and avarice. A more
unjuft notion, and a more falfe repre-

{entation

[ 57 1

fentation was never promoted by malice,
nor entertained by credulity.

When the Britith government inter-
fered in the rule of the provinces, they
were found to be in a ruinous ftate, from

the ravages of war, the depredations of

‘invaders, and the oppreflions of ufurpers.

In the moft {fettled ftate of the country,
and at the period of its moft regular ad-
miniftration, the government was purely
defpotic: - the mode of colle@ing its re-
venues was even then feverely arbitrary ;
the ‘puni{hmen.ts that were permitted to
be inflicted were cruel, and the whole
fyftem was fuch as would fhock the
more liberal minds of Europeans,—
“ The people of Afia,” fays Prefident

Montefquieu®, “ are governed by the

“ cudgel ; the people of Tartary by long

“ whips. 'The fpirit of Europe has been

¥ L’Efprit des Loix, 1 xvii. ch. v.
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[ 58 1]
“ always contrary to thefe manners j
“ and in all times what the people of Afia
* have called punithment, the people of
“ Europe have called outrage.” Neither
the manners of one nation, nor the {pi-
rit of the other are changed. The Britifh
government found the cudgel and the
whip feverely ufed by the Afiatics, in
their mode of colle&ting the revenue;
they deemed the prattice an outrage,
and have done all in their power to fup-
prefs it. A very few years only have
elapfed fince it could interpofe with ef-
fe&t; but in that fhort time it hag hap-
pily produced a reformation, which at
once confutes the unjuft afperfion of cru-
elty, and vindicates its claim to mildnefs
and humanity ; nor will the boldeft of
1ts adverfaries be hardy enough to deny,
That the Britifh government has difcou-
raged, as much as poffible, all oppreflive
meafures ; That it has abolithed the hor-

rid modes of punithment inflicted by the

Mahom-

[ 59 1
Mahommedans ; That it has afforded
much eaflier means of redrefs than the
Afiatic government ; That it has infti-
tuted a more regular plan of juﬁice;
That it has enfured to the natives more
eafe and fecurity; and That it has pre-
ferved them in a much fuperior degree

of peace and tranquillity.

I do not advance thefe general pofi-
tions from a prefumptuous confidence,
that a bold affertion, unfupported by fads,
either deferves attention, or will procure
convi¢tion ; and I claim no credit for
what I do advance, but as I may be
able to eftablith the truth, by fubftan-
tial proofs—to which I now proceed.

In the reign of Aurungzebe, the Sou-
bahdar, or Viceroy, of Bengal, &c. was
Moorfhud Kuly Cav;rn, who was after-
wards known by the title of Jaffier Cawn,

with which he was honoured as a re-

ward




[ 60 ]

ward for his eminent fervices,. The e

venue was a branch of government in
which he was fo peculiarly fkilful, that
the Emperor united in his perfon two
offices, heretoforé diftin& ; namely, Sou-
bahdar and Dewan*. The manner in
which he treated the Zemindars, and
conducted the bufinefs of the colle&ions,
is thus related by a native hiftorian, who
wrote a narrative of the tranfatons in
Bengal, during his Soubahdary, and that
of feveral of his fucceflors,

“ For T the purpofe of making a fuller
iriveﬁigation“ of the capacity of the
lands, be ordered all the 7, emindars
into clofe confinement, and put the col-
leGtions into the hands of Bcngally
“ Colle@ors f, who executed written ob-

(14
(14
(13

(13

* Narrative of Tranfadtions in Bengal, tranflated
by Gladwin, p. 42.

T Ibid. p. 43, 44.
T Auwmils,

“ ligations,

[ 61 ]
% Jigations ¥, 'The revenues were paid
“ immediately into the Exchequer by
¢ thele colleors, the Zemindars being
¢ deprived of all interference in the re-

“ ceipts and difburfements,

“ In the arrangements of govern-
“ ment, he fthewed favour to no one,
* but never failed to reward merit
% wherever he found it. He placed not
“ entire confidence in his accomptants {,
“ but required a daily account of the
i expenditures and balances, which he

% examined, and then figned with his

““ own hand. On the laft day of the
¢ month, he exalted from the Exche-

“ quer §, the Cuftom-houfe |, the privy-

* Tahoods, Muchulkahs.
t Narrative of Tranfactions in Bengal, tranflated
by Gladwin, p. 58, 59, 60, 61.
1 Mutfeddies.
§ Khalfah. |
Khafneveefee.

“ purfe,
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purfe *, and other offices t, the a-
mount due to the uttermoft far-
“ thing . Until the monthly inftal-
“ ments were paid into the Royal Trea-
fury be would not fuffer any body to be
“ at rgf. He put fri guards § over
“ the accountants ||, colle&tors ¥, and
their officers**, and confined them in
“ the Revenue-office 11, or in the hall
“ of audience 1T of the ‘Nabob’s pa-
“ lace §§, where they were refufed vie-
“ tuals and drink, and not fuffered to
“ perform the other neceffary calls of na=

(14

(43
(13

(19

* Bhelah.

+ Jagheers, Beyootat. -
- 1 Dam. -

§ Mohuflils.

I Mutfeddies.

9 Aumils.

** Connongoes.

++ Kutcherry, Kanah.

11 Dewan.

§§ Chehelfetoon.

fure,

[ 63 1

“ gure. Spies® were alfo employed to

« gifcover if the guards were bribed to
« allow them even a drop of water, and
“ they were fometimes kept in this
“ manner fo many days as to be brought
“ to the point of death, and reduced to
“ fkin and bone. If their fervants brought

“ them any {uftenance with the conni-

“ vance of the guards, if difcovered,

[11

they were feized by the fpiés and fe-
“ yerely punifhed. To thefe feverities
« were added the cruelties of Nazir Ah-
“ med. He ufed to fufpend the Zemin-
“ dars by the beels, and, after rubbing
 the foles of their feet with a hard brick, |
“ baftinado them with a [witch, In the
“ qvinter be would order them to be firip-
“ ped naked, and then fprinkled with
“ gpater ; and be alfo ufed to bave them
“ flogged till they confented to pay the mo-

I3 ﬂfy.” ’
- # Hircarrahs.

“ Moorthud



[ 64 ]
% Moorfthud Kuly Cawn cemployed

(14

none but Bengally Hindoos in the col-

“ le&tion of the revenues, becaufe they

113

are moft eafily compelled by punifh-

“ ments to difcover their malpractices,

[14

and nothing is to be apprehended

“ from their pufilanimity. When he

4

-

difcovered that a Colle@or or Zemin-
(13

dar had diffipated the revenues, and

“ then falling into balance, was unable to

111

make good the deficiency, be compelled
“ the offender, bis wife and children, to

¢ turn Mahommedans.”

The fame hiftorian who relates thefe
falts, as redounding to the praife of this

Soubahdar, alfo informs us, “ that the
149

upright and judicious condu& of

“ Moorthud Kuly Cawn was fo confpi-

“ cuous, that the Emperor was continu-

¢ ally beftowing favours upon him, till
at length he obtained the titles of
“ The faithful Servant of the Empire,

The

[43

[ 65 ]
« The Glory of the State, Faffier Carvn
“ Nuffieree (a peculiar fect of theSchiites),
“ The Victorious in War*”” And he
further adds, “ Since the time of
¢ Shayiftah Cawn, there had not ap-
“ peared in Bengal, nor indeed in any
“ part of Hindooftan, an Aumeer who
“ could be compared with Jaffier Cawn,
“ for zeal in the propagation of the
“ faith ; for wifdom in the eftablithment
“ of laws and regulations; for munifi-
“ cence and liberality in the encourage-
* ment and fupport given to men of fa-
* mily and eminence ; for rigid and im~
¢ partial juftice in redrefling wrongs and
“ punithing offenders; in fhort, whofe
“ whole adminiftration fo much tended
“ to the benefit of mankind and the

“ glory of the Creator }.”

~ * Narrative of Tranfations in Bengal, tranflated
by Gladwin, p. 65.
t Ibid. p. 109.

|
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If fuch a charalter as Jafher Cawn
were rewarded by his Sovereign with
titles and honours, and if fuch condnt
procured him the flattering appellation
of the Faithful Servant of the Empire,
the Glory of the State, it is impoflible
that fuch a government could be, either
in its principles or its pracice, a lenient
one, or that its {fubje@s could be fo eafy
and happy under that, as they are under
the Britith power, which, inftead of
“ compelling them to turn Mahomme-
* hath fhewn peculiar tendernefs
to their religious tenets, and put an end
to the horrid feverities that were pradtifed
both by the Mogul Emperors and their
Viceroys. o

When the Company firft accepted the
Dewanny, their fervants could not in-
terpofe their influence with that effe&t
they have fince done; becaufe they
thought it expedient, at that time, to

| permit

[ 67 ]

permit the office of Dewan to be exe-
cuted by native minifters, who continued
the ancient prafice of colleing the re-
venues. But even at that period, the
more enlightened fentiments of Britith
minds had an effe@ on the manners of
their Afiatic delegates; and the Britifh
government hath, by degrees, infufed a
{pirit of mildnefs and forbearance in the
mode of colle&ion, which hath, at laft,
happily exploded Mahommedan (eve-
rity.

No fooner had the Council of Bengal af-
fumed, openly, the office of Dewan, in the
year 1772, and took the immediate control
of the colle@ions into their éwn hands,
than they fupprefled all thofe fevere pu-
nifhments which had been inflicted by the
Mogul government; and that dreadful
inftrament, called a Korah, by which
Zemindars had been flogged to death,

was, from this period, utterly banifhed
F2 from

1
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from their Cutcherries, or courts of Ex-
chequer. Since this time, no Zemindar
hath fuffered corporal punithment, and
the regulations which were then framed
for colleting the revenues, forbid every
[pecies of cruel treatment ; {o that by the
mild meafures which the Britith govern-

ment hath adopted, it has eradicated the

rigid fyftem eftablithed by the Mahom-

medans; nor does it allow any other
compul{ory methods of enforcing the
colle@ions, than thofe of perfonal re-
ftraint, and the fale of the lands.

In fuch an extent of country as the
Britith government fuperintends, where
it muft neceffarily delegate a confiderable
portion of authority to the natives, who
are prone to arbitrary rule, it is impoffi-
ble that fome enormities fhould not be
committed ; but no means that it has
been able to devife, have been omitted

to prevent fuch excefles ; nor has it ever

failed

[ 60 1

to fhew its refentment and deteftation of
them, whenever they have been detected.
Cruelty to its fubjecs, and {everity in its
punithments, form no part of the Britifh
chara@er in Afia, any more than in Eu-
rope; nor has the Britith government
been guilty of either. On the contrary,
it has uniformly exerted itfelf in intro-
ducing a more lenient fyftem of manag-
ing the revenues, and adminiftering juf-
tice; and it has infufed as much of its
own mild fpirit, in executing its {ove-
reignty, as is confiftent with the nature
of the government it has to maintain,
and of the people it has to govern. If
fome inftances of tranfgreflion are to be
found, they are exceptions to the general
rule of condu@ prefcribed to, and prac-
tifed by the colle®ors; and fuch in-
ftances can never be quoted by any one
who pretends to candour, as proofs of a
corrupt or‘c‘:arelefs government ; for, in
the beft gdverned ftates, fome irregulari-

.,. | 3 ties

. T R

Britith
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ties will be committed ; but it muft be a

moft malignant and difingenuous mind,

that could think of attributing the parti-

[ 7v ]
laft regular Soubahdar, or Viceroy, of
Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, Surfraz Cawn,
fucceeded his father in the year 1739;

' T ) n ar Surfraz
cular offences of fome individuals, tothe and that, in the year 1742, he was

Aly Cawn
: ' alled in a pite is rebel. killedin
general depravity of a whole commu- killed in a pitched battlfe by his rebel- s
nity lious and ungrateful fubje, Aly Verdy é‘xVerdy
' : : . awn
Cawn, who ufurped the power and title ’
Wreched  Having endeavoured to give fome ge- of Soubahdar of thefe provinces. From

i itate of the

Bengal  peral notions of the ftate of that part of this period, till the year 1750, he was

provinces, ) . iy

J f{‘ufgf]z;o ¢ Hindooftan which hath come under the engaged m.contmual W"}rsl’ both with
- ifnl,f;: Britith government ; I will now proceed his own difaffected fubjects, and the
to give, in a fummary manner, a more neighbouring ftates of the Mabhrattas,
particular account of the wretched fitua- who invaded his dominions with im-
‘l | tion, and miferable confufion into which menfe armies, and ravaged and deftroyed
thefe provinces were plunged, when they all the country that was fubject to their
were granted to the Englith Eaft India depredations *.  In the year 1756 he didin
1 Company by the Mogul, | died, and was fucceeded by the tyrant
. Surajah Dowlah ; who, in the following
‘When Nadir Shah had invaded Hin- year, brought on his own deftruction, by
”f dooftan, and captured Delhy, he put an the wicked and wanton cruelty he com-
A ' end to the feeble remains of the Empe-

i
i ror’s power in the diftant provinces. I # Gerofton’s Hindooftan, p. 36.

have thewn, in a former pait, that the

,  laft | mitted
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mitted on the Englifh. Jafhier Aly
Cawn, a foldier of fortune, who married
a relation of Surajah Dowlah, and was
one of his generals, was elevated to the
'rank of Nabob upon the death of his

mafter ; and his family are flill in pof-
feflion of the title.

At this time the country was almoft
exhaufted, in confequence of foreign in-
vafions and inteftine commotions ; and
its wretched condition is thus defcribed
by an hiftorian *, who had refided long
in the country, and was witnefs to many
of the calamities he defcribes. “ When
¢ the Governors of the provinces found
“ the weaknefs of the Mogul, and each
+ % fet up as Sovereign in his own pro-
“ vince, although they could not break
“ through thefe immutable laws, they

* Scrofton’s Hindooftan, p. 25.

. ¢ nvented

L o731
6 supented mew taxes under new names,
« aphich doubled or trebled the original
« ones, and which the landholder was
« obliged to levy on his tenants. The

s old ftock of wealth for fome time fup-

« ported this ;. but when that failed,

« and the tenants were ftill prefled for
“ more, they borrowed of ufurers at an
i exorbitant intereft; - and the govern-
« ment ftill continuing thefe demands,
« the Lords of the lands were obliged to
¢« do the fame: but as all this while the
s yalue of the lands did not increafe, the
“ confequence was, that, at laft, ug_able to
« paytheintereftof the m01_"tgages,iz‘be rents
« aquere feized by rapacious ufurers. The
«“ government, finding the revenues fall
«“ fhorter every year, at laft fent colletors
“.cmd Sfarmers of the revenues into the
« provinces. Thus the Lord of the land
“ awas divefed of power over bis country,
“ gnd the tenants expofed to mercile .s‘
L ﬂunderem ; till the farmer and manu-
| “ falturer,
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“ facturer, fnding the more they la-
*“ boured, the more they paid, the ma-
“ nufaGurer would work no more, nor
“ the farmer cultivate no more than wag
“ neceflary for the bare fubfiftence of
“ his family.  Thus this once Sourifbing
“ and plentiful country bas, in the courfe
“of a few years, been reduced to Such
“ mifery, that many thoufonds are conti
“ nually perifbing through want., The
 crown lands are ftill worfe off, let out
“ to the higheft bidder ; and the Jagheer
“ lands, alone, remain unplundered.
“ Hence that equal diftribution of
“ wealth that makes the happinefs of a
“ people, and fpreads a face of cheerful-
“ nefs and plenty through all ranks, has
now cealed ; and the riches of the
country are {ettled, partly in the hands
of a few ufurers and greedy courtiers
““and the reft is carried our of the comzz‘r_j:
“ by the jbrez'gn iroops taken into pay to
“ maintain the Governors in their ufirpa-

(14

(14

tions,
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< sions. 'This unhappy decay, the India
« Company has already experienced in
« the decay of thelr trade, and the rife
« and price of their manufactures, and

« will, I fear, experience more and more

¢« annually.”

Jaffier Aly Cawn was an excellent jafierAly |

. Cawn’s
foldier, but by no means equal to the inabilityto

tafkk of governing thefe provinces, © gove:
which he became fo unexpetedly pof-
feffled ; and, accordingly, in about the
thort fpace of three years, it was abfo-
lutely neceffary to remove him from the
adminiftration of affairs ; which Gover-
nor * Vanfittart declared, “ to be in {o
« confufed and impoverifhed a flate,
¢ that, in all human appearance, another
« month could not have run through

« before he would have been cut off by

* Holwell’s Tralls, 2d edition, p. 63.—3d edi-
tion, P. 95. ' '
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“ his own Seapoys from want of pay,

¢ andthe city become a fcene of plunder
“ and diforder.” Tn this critical fitua-~

SofimAly tion, the government of the country
awn f{ue- /

ceeds,

War with
Coflim,

1763,

was transferred to his fon-in-law, Meer

Cofflim Aly Cawn.

Coflim had not been long in this new
fituation, before he gave umbrage to the
Englith government; and the majority
of the Council at that time, being very
hoftile to him, a dangerous war broke
out in the year 1763 ; in which, though
Coflim was worfted, and driven out of
the country, he maflacred a great num-
ber of Englith gentlemen, and murdered
the chiefs of fome of the moft opulent
native families of the kingdom ; and, it
is aflerted, robbed the country of near five

millions fterling in jewels and fpecie *,

* Governor Verelft’s Letter, dated at Calcutta,
5th April, 1769.

In
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In the following year, he preVa'fled on
Shujah Dowlah to invade thefe‘dlﬁreﬁ‘ed
and diftra&ed provinces, which were
aow reduced to a moft deplorable fitua- Confe-

quences to

revolutions ; in which ancient';eﬁabliﬂl-
ments had been overthrown, many opu-
lent families had been difperfed or de-
firoyed, and all orders of men, as well .as
all ordinances of government, were dil-
turbed and difregarded.

Such was the country, and its mifera- gg:nzs ’ r
ble condition, in 1765, when Lord Clive 176s. -
obtained the grant of the Dewanpy,
which is the office of Minifter, who fu- |
perintends the lands and colle&iong. ¢
Whether his Lordfhip did not advert  ;
fufficiently to the wretched ftate of the
country, and forefee what care and atten-
tion it would require to recover it frc.)m '
its calamities ; whether he was not in-
| formed B
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Loraclive fOrmed fufficiently of the real value of

the revenue he had obtained; or whe-
ther a too eager defire of fame in Lea-
denhall-fireet had made him over-rate
the value of this grant, I will not pretend
to determine ; certain it is, that he raifed
the expedaticns of the people in Eng-
land beyond what any management of
thefe provinces would enable his fuc-
ceflors to fulfil. In a very fhort time
after he left India, the feeds of thofe
evils which had been fown long before
the acquifition of the Dewanny, fprung
up; and {ome general cbnfequences, that
muft have happened in the common

courfe of things, were judged by the
Directors at home to be the particular
effeCts of the mifcondu& of their fervants
abroad.

In confequence of thofe wars and in-

vafions, before mentioned, many rich

ftreams,

i

T

Fier
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fireams, through which wealth flowed
into Bengal, had been dried up. Raw filk,
cloths, and other manufadures to a vaft
amount, ufed to be difperfed as far as
Guzarat, Lahore, and evenIfpahan, before
thc sqvafion of Nadir Shah: and IVh
Verelft has flated, from the Cuftom-houle
books of Moorfhedabad, that nearly. {e-
venty lacks of rupees were brought into
the provinces for the purchafe .of raw
filk alone. 'To this importation of
Wéalth, mult be added full as much
from all the European nations, the mer-
;:hﬁnts of Bufforah, and other places ; the
greateft part of which had been put a
total ftop to, before the Englith govern-
ment exifted. It has been computed,
;b:at Coffim Aly Cawn robbed t‘fle .coun-
try of near five milli.ons fterling, n jewels
and {pecie. China, Madrafs, and Bom-~
bay were fupplied from Bengal, .to. the
amount of more than. two mllh.on_s.
The King’s tribute, which was remitted
to
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to Dehly, and the expence of a brigade
at Allahabad, which lies out of the pro-

vinces, were alfo great fums loft to cir-

culation *. So that a rapid diminution
of the riches of the country was the ine-

vitable effe&t of thefe and other concur-
rent caufes.

The internal management of the coun-
try had been extremely defeGtive. The
Zemindars, and other colleGors of t’he’
revenue, being under very little check
or control, acted according to their own
arbitrary will in their different diftricts;
and the tenants fuffered every fpecies of
impofition and exa&ion, without means
‘of appeal or redrefs. Coffim Aly Cawn
had the charaCer of an able financier ;

‘but it thould {feem, from one of the adts

.Of his government, that he was a fevere

~ * Governor Verelft’s Letter, dated Calcuttd, sth
April, 1769,

colle&or,

[ 81 1]
colle@or, rather than a wife ftatefman
and that he preferred a prefent increafe
of revenue to a permanent income. He
appointed Aumils to the colle@ion of the
revenues. Thefe are officers of collec-
tion, who derive their authority imme-
diately from the ruler of the country.
Tt is true, that the Soubahidars of Bengal
had formerly done the fame thing; for
they regarded the Zemindars with a
jealous eye, and thought they not only
opprefled their ryotts, or tenants, but
concealed the true value of the lands, and
the amount of therevenues. It wasupon
this principle, that Moorfhud Kuly Cawn
difpoffefled  the Zemindars of Bengal,
and put the collettions into the hands of
Aumils. Mohabut Jung, and after him
Jaffier Aly Cawn, did the fame in feve=
ral places ; but certainly thefe officers, in
the end, acquired and exercifed an influ-
ence which proved very pernicious to the
country.

el ‘When

CoffimAl 4
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’ Lod When Lord Clive obtained the grang
i Ping.  of the Dewannee, he did not choofe to for his own family and dependants, and
, o take an oftenfible part in the mahage- of eftablithing his own intereft and au- %1
f ment of the colle@ions; three nativé i thority throughout the country. Be this g
nifters, therefore, were appointed, in the as it may, it is certain, that in the year \%
b Nabob's name, to fuperintend this de- 1760, thefe Aumils (who were alfo moft
! T :

of them adventurers from Perfia) were

partment ; and one Englith gentleman
loudly complained of as the authors-of

refided at the Nabob’s court, through

whom this bufinefs was tranfaded, and great oppreffion *; and the failure of 4
b communicated to the Council at Calcutta. the revenue became a matter of {erious g

Mahommed Reza Cawn was the acting confideration.

and efficient Minifter of this plan. He . , b
| L Mr. Verelft, who was then Governor, Mr. Ve -
having experienced, in his own fuperin- g’gﬁ?m '
tendance of a province, the good effects
of fuch a control, and having found

them in other inftances in the Company’s

was a native of Perfia, and came into
Hindooftan, like others of his coﬁhtrjr-
men, to feck his fortune. He had been
employed in the colleGtion of tﬁé refré-i

nues by Jaffier Aly Cawn in the province 0 |
of Dacca ; but he was either not fo well %«é _own lands, firft propofed and executed

the plan of fending Company’s fervants
into the interior parts of the country,

under the title of Supervifors. The gen~

verfed in the knowledge of this branch

of government, as to be aware bf thze de—
it fedts of the preceding fyﬁem of Coﬁiin

Aly Cawn ; or he adopted it, becaufe it

7 afforded him opportunitics of providing » Sele& Committee Confultation, 16th Auguft,

1769 , | - ' i

for '
' G 2 tlemen
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tlemen who were appointed to thefe

important ftations did honour to their

nomination ; but the evils were too

deeply rooted for them to eradicate, and
too widely extended for them to corred.
In the year 1771, not only the diminu-
tion of the revenue, but an increafe
of expence, had greatly alarmed the
Company ; and they were, this year,
thrown into the utmoft confternation, at
finding their government in Bengal
had drawn bills upon them to the

amount of upwards of twelve hundred
thoufand pounds,

Conceiving their affairs in that king-
dom  to require the exertion of extraor-
dinary talents to retrieve them, all par-
ties joined in opinion, that Mr. Haft-
ings, who was then fecond in Council

at Madras, was the man in whom thefe

ta}en'ts were to be found : and he was,

accordingly, appointed Governor of Ber.-

gal,

[ 8 |
gal, to which ftation he fucceeded in
April 1772.

Having brought our narrative of the
ftate of India to that period, when the
Company’s affairs were funk to their
loweft point of depreflion; let us paufe
awhile, and take a fhort review of the
fituation of the country, at this impor-

tant crifis,

Only feven years had elapfed fince the
acquifition of the Dewanny; at which
time thefe provinces were reduced, as I
have before obferved, to a wretched con-
dition, by a quick fucceflion of wars and

revolutions ; and whatever rights might

have been conceded to the native inha- |

bitants by the more moderate Emperors,
they were loft, or confounded, in thefe
diforderly - times of war and tumult.
The Inftitutions of Ackbar, which might
have been obferved whilft he or his fuc-

G 3 ceflors
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ceflors had power to enforce them, were

now no more revered, and {carcely re-
membered. 'The Soubahdars had, it is

evident from the inftance of Moorfhud -

Kuly Cawn, adoptéd their own plans of
managing the revenues. The ufurper,
Aly Verdy Cawn, had no will to confult
but his own ; and, therefore, like a true
defpot, would make every one’s condu&
[ubfervient to that will, The tyrant Su-
rajah Dowlah was of a violent, cruel,
and capricious temper, who refpeted
neither the rights of humanity nor juf~
tice. 'To him fucceeded Jaflier Aly
Cawn, who had been bred in camps,
and knew nothing of civil polity or the
fcience of government. Coffim Aly
Cawn, in his fhort reign, confidered
- chiefly how he fhould raife the largeft,
revenue ; and made his wants the only
meafure of his demands. The wars and

invafions, to which this unhappy country

governs
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governments, afforded reciprocal pleas
The Nabobs

demanded money to enable them to repel

for demands and excufes.

their enemies: the Zemindars pleaded,
that the enemies had already plundered
them of all their wealth. Whatever means
violence could employ to exadt, or art
invent to elude, were mutually exerted
by the defpots and their {laves, for fuch
are all {ubje&s in a defpotic ftate, and
the whole fjffem of colle&ing the reve=
nues was a competition of force and
fraud *.

As a proof of the confufion and in-
tricacy which prevailed, I will quote a
paragraph of a letter to the Court of
Direcors, from the government in Ben-
gal, in November 1772, dngribing the
ftate of the revenue when the Company

¥ See Mr. Véfélf’t*s Inﬁru&idns to Supervifors,
and Sel. Com. Confultation, 1769.
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aflumed the management of the Dewan-
ny. “ Every Zemindary and every
¢ Talook was left to its own particular
“ cuftoms. The articles which com-
“ pofed the revenue, the form of keep-
“ ing the accounts, the computation of
w t'irhe, even the technical terms, which
“ ever form the greateft part of the ob-
“ fcurity of every fcience, differed as
* much as the foil and produ&ions of
“ the province. The Nazims (Nabobs)
* exatted what they could from the Ze-
mindars and great farmers of. the re-
venue, whom they left at libérty to
* plunder all below, referving to them-
“ felves the prerogative of plundering
“ them in their turn, when they were
* fuppofed to have enriched themfelves

“ with the fpoils of the cduntry. - The
“ Mutfaddies, who ftood between the

“ Nazim and the Zemindars, or between

“ them and the people, had each their

“ fhares of the public wealth. Thefe

(13

€

“ profits
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[ 89 1
« profits were confidered as illegal em-
« bezzlements, and therefore were taken
« with every precaution which could
« infure fecrecy ; and being, confe-
« quently, fixed by no rule, depended
“ on the temper, abilities, or power, of
¢ each individual, for the amount. It
¢ therefore became a duty to every man
“ to take the moft effeCtual meafures to
¢ conceal the value of his property, and
« evade every enquiry into his condu& ;
¢¢ while the Zemindars and other land-
« helders, who had the advantage of
¢ long pofeflion, availed themfelves of
“ it, by complex divifions of the lands,
« and intricate modes of colleftion, to
« i)erplex the officers of government,
¢ and  confine the knowledge of the
« rentsto themfelves, The internal ma-

“ nagement of each diftri& varied no

¢ lefs than that of the whole province,
¢ The lands fubjet to the fame col-
# Je@ion, and intermixed with each
o ¢« other,

‘
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“ other, were fome held by farm, fome
fuperintended by Shickdars, or agents
[ 14 g
on t11,¢ part of the colle@or, and were
left to the Zemindars, or Talookdars

themfelves, under various degrees of
control,”

144
(13

113

r

During the thort time that the Com-
pany had acquired the Dewanny, little
had been done towards reftoring order
and regularity in this complex and con-
fufed department; for, from a policy
which they had judged expedient tz
obferve, they did not choofe to a&
openly as Dewan, but had mgnagedv this
office through the agency of native mi-
nifters, who had conducted the bufinefs
according to their own plans, which had
been found extremely defe@ive. Juft aé
Mr. Haftings' fucceeded to the govern-

ment, the Court of Dire&ors had re-
folved to change this fyftem, and affumé
openly the-management of the Dewanny,

without
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without any foreign intervention. ~Hap-
pily for the country and the Company,
¢his determination afforded the Gover-
por an opportunity of difplaying thofe
talents which had recommended him to

their notice.

'The 'reputation of defending thefe ﬁfnﬁzﬁ

provinces from the united attacks of ings.
powerful enemies, and of preferving them
in perfe& tranquillity, amidft the hor-
rors of furrounding war, is a more bril-
liant, though lefs folid merit, than the
fuperior honour of introducing order,
law, and juftice. The effe@s of the
one are fplendid, immediate, and ftrik-
ing ; the others are {ober, flow, and
quiet. Hence it has happened, that
every one fees and acknowledges the
defert of Mr, Haftings in his preferva-
tion of India, whillt they are unmind-.
ful of the credit that is. due: to himy,
for thole falutary regulations which
have
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have procured peace, order, and pro-
te@ion to the people.

The rules he framed for colleing the
revenues, the mode he eftablithed of
adminiftering juftice, the police he or-
dained for governing the country, are,
with little variation, obferved at this
day; and on this foundation now refts
the eafe and happinefs of the natives,
as well as the profperity of the Com-
pany.

As foon as the orders of the Company
were received at Bengal for their go-
vernment to enter upon the management
of the Dewanny, the Governor and
Council took this important fubje@ in-

to immediate confideration: and their

firft regulations were, to render the ac-

counts of the revenue fimple and intelli-
gible; to eftablith fixed rules for the
colleCtions ; to make the mode of them

- uniform

[ o3 1

uniform in all parts of the provinces;

and to provide for an equal adminiftra-

tion of juftice. They defined and ex-

plained the demands of the Zemindars on
their tenants, and fupprefled many of
their oppreflive exaltions: they abolifhed
many vexatious taxes and tolls; they
eftablithed a new mode of colleCting the
cuftoms, to the great relief of the mer-
chants. In fhort, though this was one
of the firk works of reformation in a
new government, and a novel depart-
ment, yet the plan was fo wilely
framed, that it has been the model
and guide for all future regulations.

It is utterly impoffible, in any govern-
ment, that its meafures can be fo judi-
cioufly taken as not to require alteration
and amendment; or that it fhould ar-
rive at the degree of perfeCion it may
be capable of, in a fhort {pace of time.
This hath not happened to our own en-
lightened

The model
of future
plans,

RS I



e e i B Lo

soreTmEA - e

[EEREC_

Improve-
mentof the
country.

Govern-
ment of
India
ought not
to be com-
pared with
that of
England.

[ o4 1

lightened nation, with every advantage
to aid its progrefs ; much lefs can it be
expedted in fuch a country as India,
where fo many obftacles concurred to
retard it.  But if it be candidly confi-
dered, under what difadvantages the re-
formation of its government was under-
taken, it muft be acknowledged, that a
greater improvement can {carcely be ex-
hibited in any nation, in the fame fpace
of time,

The conflitution of our own country
is the ftandard to which an Englithman,
generally, tries that of every other flate ;
and defigning men have often made
their advantage of this honeft prejudice.
It is, however, not only unreafonable,
but abfurd, to compare the government
of India with that of England ; for there
is no common point of comparifon, nor
any thing which bears a refemblance.

The conftitution of the one can never be
adapted

PR AT darc w5 S

B i o o

[ 95 1

adapted to the other. The religion,
laws, cuftoms, and manners of the Hin-
doos and Mahommedans have fixed fuch
infuperable barriers to all affimilation,
that they can never be overcome, if fo
wild a proje& fhould ever be attempted.
Since, therefore, no comparifon can be
fairly drawn between fuch  diffimilar
cafes, the only candid method of judg-
ing of the flate of the country, and the
merit of the Britith government, is to

compare the condition of the natives

under the adminiftration of Britons,

and the very beft of the Mogul Em-

perors.

[ will not pretend to draw eithier an
exa&t or a minute parallel; but I will
fiate the manner in which it might be
done, and give the fketch of a few
leading facts, which, T truft, will ferve
to convince any candid enquirer, that

the

Parallel
between
Britith go-
vernment
and Ma-~
hommed-
an,
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the preference is indifputably due to the
Britifh government.

The duties of a Sovereign to his peo-

- ple, have been laid down by the admi-~

rable author of the Wealth of Nations,

under three different heads, which I fhall
adopt. ’ ‘

“ The firff duty of a Sovereign, is
“ that of protecting the fociety from the

“ wiolence and invafion of other inde<

& pendent focieties.”’

In the Mogul government it appears,
from the concurring teftimony of every
hiftorian, that this duty was very ill
performed. In the prefatory hiftory to
Major Rennell’s excellent Memoir, hé
obferves, “ Ackbar was the glory of the
* houfe of Timur. Hindooftan pro-

“ perly had never, at any period fince

“ the

[ 97 1

¢ the firt Mahommedan conqueft, ex-
« perienced fo much tranquillity as dur-
"« ing the latter part of his reign: but
« ¢his tranquillity would hardly be
« deemed fuch in any other quarter of

i the world, and muft therefore be un-

« derftood to mean a ftate thort of a&ual

¢« yebellion, or, at leaft, commotion

%
’

Let us turn to another page of the {fame

performance, and fee the very different

and fuperior fituation of this country
under the prote@ion of Britifh fove-
reignty. ¢ 'The Bengal provinces, which
« have been in our a&ual pofleffion near
« twenty-three years, have, during that
« whole period, enjoyed a greater thare
« of tranquillity than any other part of
« Tndia; or,indeed, than thofe provinces
« had ever experienced fince the days

« of Aurungzebe.” 'They have alfo been

* Page 59-

H | ‘bleffed
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blefled with an uncommon fhare of in~
ternal tranquillity, from the fingular and
felicitous circumftance of a banditti, who
inhabited the hills of Rajemahl, and in~
' fefted all travellers, having been civilized
and brought to peaceable {ubjetion
within thefe few years; and likewife
from the fuppreflion of an itinerant fet
of thieves, called Syniafles, who are
 religious mendicants, and ufed to com-~
mit the greateft enormities.

% The fecond duty of a Sovereign is
“ that of protefling, as far as poffible,
“ every member of the fociety from the
“ injuflice or oppreffion of every other menm-
“ ber of it, or the duty of an exalt admi-
“ miftration of juftice.” | |

In defpotic ftates there is no law.
The judge himfelf, fays Prefident Mon-
tefquieu, is his own rule; confequently,
the performance of this important duty

' of

[ 99 1

of a Sovereign muft have been gr‘eatiy’
negletted by the Mahommedan defpots
and what aggravated the defects, which
are common to all defpotic ftates, was;
the particular tenets of the conquered
people. 'The Hindoos are liable to the
peculiar punifhment of forfeiting their
caft, or being excommunicated ; and as
this forfeiture may be incurred from a
variety of caufes, their Mahommedan
tulers made it a lucrative fource of op-=
preffion. Unhappily fot the Hindoos,
fuperftition combined with avarice to
invent the means of infliting this dread-
ed chaftifement ; and fines, without
mercy, were exalted by thefe venal
judges. « It is difficult,” fays Governor
Verelft, in his Inftru@ions to the Su-
pervifors, ¢ to determine, whether the
“ original cuftoms ot the degenerate
« manners of the Muffulmen have moft
« contributed to confound the principles
% of right and wrong in thefe provinces.

H 2 “ Certain
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« Certain it is, that almoft every deci
“ fion of theirs is a corrupt bargain
¢« with the higheft bidder*.” Com-
mutation, even for capital crimes, was

frequently permitted ; and the numerous

“offences compromifed by fines, were an

intolerable grievance. To fuch a wretched
flate was the adminiftration of juftice
reduced, that the people, fo far from
fuppofing juftice due from the ma-
giftrate, allowed one quarter [chout] of
the property in difpute, to the judge,
as a reward for his trouble.

Since the more immediate introduétion of
the Britifb government, thefe abufes and
oppreffions have been entirely abolifbed.
Both the Hindbos and Mahommedans
are left in the free exercife and en-

joyment of their religion, laws, cuftoms,

* Sel. Com. 16th Aug. 1769.

and
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and manners. The Hindoos, particularly,
blefs the mildnefs of Britith toleration as
much as they execrate Mahommedan fu-
perftition, According to the plan formed
in the year 1772, for the adminiftration
of juftice, the proceedings of the courts,
civil and criminal, are entered on re-
cord; the firft is under the {fuperintend-
ance of Englith gentlemen, who have a
diftin& authority, and are rewarded
with falaries, to put them above the
temptation of any means which would

be derogatory to their honour. From

their judgment there is an appeal to the

Superior Court at Calcutta; and the

whole fyftem is conducted with a degree
of mildnefs, order, and ré'gularity, un-
known to the natives in any period of
Mahommedan government,

N

“ The third and laff duty. of the So-
% wereign, are fuch inflitutions as faci
H 3 “ litate
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& Liate the commerce of the fociety, and
. promote the inflruction of the _people.,”

In the Mahommedan government, the
internal commerce of the country was
impeded by every clog which avaricious
power could invent to obftruct it ; the
number, and variety of the impofts col-
leCted at the Gauts*, ChokiesT, and
Hauz‘si, afford abundant proof of this.
In regard to the infiruion of the peo-
ple, fome care had been taken by the
Emperors, when their {overeignty pre-
vailed ‘in its complete force. . They in-
Qituted feminaries for the inftruion of
youth, called Madriffas, in all the ‘capi-
tal cities. But thefe had been totally ne-
glected for many years; the buildings

* Landing-places.

+ Watch-houfes, and places on the rivers and
different parts of the country, '
g Markets. s

had
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had fallen into ruin, and their endow-
ments were refumed by government,

Amongft other falutary regulations
formed in the year 1772, were thofe
which abolithed many of thefe taxes on
commerce ; and the plan was then laid,
which has fince been effe¢ted, for taking
off all the fetters that had, heretofore,
fhackled the trade of the country. Itis
owing to the fame foftering care, that
the ancient eftablithment of Mahom-
medan fchools has been renewed, of

which there did not remain a veftige in

all Hindooftan when that at Calcutta was
lately built; fo that this inflitution

‘might be confidered almoft as a new

one, or, at leaft, it teftified a regard for
this part of the duty of a Sovereign,

which had ‘not been attended to for a
~ long period before.

H4 | In
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In confidering the difference between
the Mahommedan and the Britith go-
vernment of Hindooftan, it muft be always
remembered, that both thefe rulers were
foreigners with refpe& to the Hindoos,
the indigenous people ; each differing
from their fubjes, in laws, religion,
language, and manners ; and the quef-
tion that then arifes is, Under which cf
thefe foreign rulers have the native inha-
bitants been moft happy, and beft pro-
te€ted? From what I have already fet
forth in the courfe of this work, I am
willing to flatter myfelf, that I have an-
ticipated the anfwer to this queftion in
favour of the Britith government., .

It hath, however, been hitherto in-
duftrioufly propagated, by thefe men
who had a view to anfwer by it (and
they have been too fuccefsful in thejr
endeavours), that the provinces in India,

[ o5 1]

of which the Company are now pof-
{efled, were inhabited by a mild, induf-
trious people, who were governed by
their own native Sovereigns; and that
thefe Princes had framed fuch wife laws,
and eftablifhed fuch ufeful regulations,
that their fubje&s were eafy, happy, and
fecure, under this judicious adminiftra=
tion; that the fervants of the Faft India
Company broke into this peaceful ftate,
deftroyed this fair fabric, and threw
every thing into confufion, from the
worft motives, and with the vileft pur-
pofes.

How very unjuft, and utterly untrue
this reprefentation is, I hope I have
‘made fufficiently clear, by thewing that
the Mogul Emperors were foreigners,
who invaded and conquered Hindooftan,
and who ruled it with a cruel and de-
fpotic fway 3 that their own rebellious
Jubjects firt ufurped the government of

the

e
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the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and
Oriffa, and then occafioned that anarchy
and oppreffion which prevailed in them

at the time they were granted to the
Company.

But let the comparifon be made be-~
tween the fituation of the Hindoo inha-
bitants under the Mahommedan govern-
ment, at any period of its exiftence,
and their condition now, under the
Britith dominion ; and I affert with con-
fidence, that they are more happy, bet-
ter proteted, and more fecure wunder
the latter, than they were under the
former adminiftration,

As both the governments are foreign
ones, and both differ widely from that
of their Hindoo fubjeits, fome preju-
dicial effe@s muft arife from this com-
mon caufe, which are incident to both.
There is not, in general, fo tender a
' bond

Bupanaa

[ ro7 1]
bond of union between an alien Sove-
reign and ‘his fubjects, as there is be~
tween a Prince and his people, who are
natives of the fame country, and are

united by the fame religion, laws, and

‘cuftoms. A partiality for thofe who are

educated in the fame fentiments, profefs
the fame faith, and obferve the fame

laws, is unavoidable ; and the moft equi-

~ table Sovereign cannot diveft himfelf of

it. But the Mahommedans fuffered this
partiality to influence their conduét,
much more than the Britifh government
hath ever done; and they treated their
Hindoo fubjects with a degree of rigour,
both in civil and religious concerns, from
which they have been haPpily relieved
by their Britith rulers, |

Another eommon evil which refults

to the fubjeds from a foreign Sovereign,

is, when he refides in a foreign capital. -

This naturally draws a portion of the
- wealth

il
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wealth from the diftant provinces, and
drains it, in a degree, of its circulating
cath., The Mogul Emperors refided at
Dehly, which was a foréign capital, in
refpe@t to the provinces of Bengal, Ba-
har, and Orifla ; and the greateft part of
the treafure, which was remitted thither,
was fo much {pecie loft to the currency
of thefe provinces. The Emperor’s tri-
bute, or portion of the revenues remitted
to the royal treafury, amounted, in Au~
rungzebe’s time, to more than three mil-
lions fterling, a confiderable part of
which was fpecie * ; and fince that period
it was fixed at one million two hundred
and fifty thoufand pounds +. ‘To this may
be added, the fums of money which the
commanders of the mercenary troops,
who were all foreigners, carried out of
the provinces when they returned from

* . Tavernier. .
t Narrative of Tranfadtions in Bengal, tranflated
by Gladwin, p. 81. R

them,
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them, and the aggregate will amount to
a greater quantity of fpecie than the Eng-
lith Company or their fervants exported,
even when they fupplied China, and the
{ettlements of Madras and Bombay, if
the laft war be excepted. I purpofely
exclude the annual exportation of goods
which the Company provide for their
Furopean markets, becaufe this provifion
only prevents the importation of a cer-
tain quantity of fpecie; and becaufe it
returns a furplus amount of revenue into
circulation, which would otherwife have
been locked up in the treafury, or fent

- out of the provinces, as it had been to

Dehly.

Thefe are general effe@ts, proceeding
from a common caufe; “and even from
thefe, the intereft of the native inhabit-
ants is not fo much injured by the Bri-

"tifh, as by the Mahommedan government,

T will
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[ will how proceed to fhew the i«
ftances in which the fuperior advantages
of the Britith over the Mahommedan go-<
vernment ar¢ manifeft.

"The intolerant fpirit of the Maliom=
medan religion infpired its votaries with
an antipathy to all others, and particu~
larly to that of idolatry, with which
they always reproached the Hindoos.
The firft Mahommedan invaders difs
played this {pirit ftrongly, in their zeal
to deftroy the Hindpo temples; and a
great portion of it was infufed into the
civil ordinances of the latter Emperors.
Until the reign of Ackbar, a ca‘pitaation._‘a‘e
tax was laid upon the Hindoos, which
he, indeed, abolithed ; but, to the laft
beriod of the regular Mogul govern-
ment, an odious diftin&tion was made

- * Inftitutes of Ackbar. Gladwin’s tranflation,
P- 359. vol. L. '

between
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betwen the Muffulman and Hindoo, in
the rate of cuftoms and other taxes ;
the former being charged with only two
and an half per cent. whilft double that
fum was demanded of the latter. The
Britith government hath, with a becom-
ing liberality, abolithed this law, and
relieved the Hindoos from this oppreﬁive
inequality. |

The enthufiaftic zeal of a: Muflulman,
which creates in him a difguft to every
other religion, begets alfo a contempt
for their mode of worthip : the Hindoos,
therefore, did not meet with near fo
much tendernefs for their religious rites
and opinions from their Mahommedan
as from their Britith Sovereigns. The
former often made thefe opinions. an en-
gihe of oppreflion, whilft the latter hath
indulged them with peculiar care; and,
in order to favour their civil as well as

- religious liberties, the Britith govern-

Jment
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ment had a tranflation of the Gentoo

code of laws made into the Englith lan-
guage, for the guidance of the officers
in the feveral courts of juftice eftablithed
throughout the country.

~ In the reign of Ackbar, an order of
nobles * was created by the title of Mun-
{ubdars, or Commanders, and their rank
was adjufted according to their munfub,
which had a regular gradation from ten
to ten thoufand ; but only the king’s
fons had munfubs of five thoufand and
upwards. To thefe munfubs were af-
fixed pecuniary allowances, which were
granted by the Emperor ; thofe of the
higheft order amounted to feventy-two
thoufand pounds fterling, and thofe of
the loweft were not quite a hundred
pounds a year. |

* Inftitutes of Ackbar, vol.i. p. 242.
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The manner in which thefe allowances
were paid, was by granting aflignments
on the lands in different provinces ; and
in the reign of Aurungzebe the greateft
part of Bengal was thus appropriated *,
The Munfubdars were fent into the pro-
vinces in which their aflignments were
granted, and made their own collettions.
As thefe military nobles were a haughty,
voluptuous fet of men, who came from
a foreign country to colle&t their own
pay from a timid people, whom they
both difliked and defpifed, it is evident,
that the ftate of that people muft have
been wretched, from the multiplied fpe-
cies of oppreflion to which they were
liable ; not only from thefe military

defpots, but from every retainer that

" belonged to them, who derived a con-

fequence, and exercifed an infolence, in

* Narrative of Tranfa&tions in Bengal, p. 28.
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proportion to the dignity of his com-
mander. '

The native inhabitants have not been,
merely, freed from this {pecies of op-
preflion under the Britith government ;
but they have been benefited by the fu-
perior excellence of the plan on which
the military eftablifhment of the Com-
pany is formed. Their troops are di-
vided into three brigades, which are fta-
tioned in cantonments, near the three
principal cities of Calcutta, Moorfheda-
bad, and Patna, from which they never
depart but on military fervice ; and their
officers are not more remarkable for the
ftritnefs of their difcipline, than for the
regularity of their condu&. They are
paid every month from the Company’s
treafury, and neither with nor want to
interfere with any other department
but demean themfelves like good ci-
tizens, and, by fpending their pay for

the

[ 15 ]
the neceflaries of life, contribute to the
encouragement of that produétive la-
bour, by which the people are beft
employed, and the country moft en-
riched..

Under the Mahommedan government,
many feudal inftitutions were eftablithed,
which were all vexatious in a certain
degree. Amongft thefe, the oppreflion

of purveyance was a grievous one; for

the Zemindars were not only obliged to -

furnith provifions, and procure men as
carriers of all burdens, when the Prince,
or any of his houfehold, or officers of
any kind, pafled through the country,
as was formerly done in Europe; but,
by a refinement of Afiatic defpotifm,
they were obliged to provide both men
and provifions, without being paid for
cither. And whether it was the {eafon
of fowing, or the feafon of harveft, the

hufbandman was alike compelled to quit
I2 his
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This, and many other arbitrary and
oppreflive cuftoms, originating from a
pure defpotifm, have been abolithed by
the Britith government; il it may
now be affirmed, on the concurrent tef-
timonies of the laft Governor-General,
Sir John MfPherfon, and the prefent
one, Lord Cornwallis, that the inhabit-
ants of the provinces, under the Britith
government, are the happiet and moft

contented people on the extenfive conti-

nent of Hindooftan and Decan,

The unjult notion of the feverity of
the Britith government hath been fo ge-
nerally diffufed, and fo confidently af-
{erted, that the opinion has been en-
tertained without either afking for proofs,
or examining the validity of its tefti-
mony. Perhaps this is not to be won-

dered
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dered at, when we confider the diftance
of the country, and the difficulty of
judging on facts, of which we have fo
imperfe&t a knowledge. But it is a
matter of no lefs regret than aftonifh-
ment, to obferve with what facility the
moft abfurd propofitions, and the moft
incongruous arguments are received,

when they tend to depreciate the Britith

chara&er, and exalt the Indian fame.

The excellency of the Mogul govern-
ment, and its great fuperiority over the
Britifh, have been the theme of all our
orators. They have drawn an imaginary
pi&ture of India, and “ painted it in fuch
“ glowing colours as would almoft tempt
“ one to place the fuggeftions of fan:~

¢ amidft the materials of hiftory *;”

" * Verclft on the Englith Government in Bengal.
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and fuch have been the fafcinate

ing charms of this beautiful, por-

trait, that they feem to have fufpended
the powers of memory and judgment,
and made men forget the hiftory of the
conquerors, and the depravity of their
charadters. A more deteftable or de-
tefted race of people never appeared
than the Mahommedan conquerors of
India ; whether we confider the bru-
tality of their paflions, the bigotry of
their religion, the corruption of their
manners, the barbarity of their education,
or the tyranny of their government :
In all thefe refpes, they were the ter-
ror and abhorrence of the Hindoos,
whofe country they invaded, and whofe
dominion they ufurped.

The fanatic ignorance of the favage
caliph, which diQated his barbarous rea-

fon for deftroying the Alexandrian li
brary,

[ 19 ]

brary *, had neither been tutored nor
refined by the Tartar education of Timur
and his predeceflors. The fame fuper-
ftitious bigotry which incited the Ara-
bian caliphs to deftroy the monuments of
Weftern learning, likewife impelled the
Tartar Cawns to overthrow the religious
temples of FEaftern worfhip. At the
commencement of the eleventh century,
Mahmood T entered Hindoofton, and,
in the courfe of twelve expeditions, he
deftroyed the famous temples of Nagra-
cut, Tannafar, Matra, and Sumnaut,
In the latter end of the next century,
Mahmood Gori penetrated as far as the
city of Benaris, and committed the fame

outrage as Mahmood had done before at

* ¢ If thefe writings of the Grecks agree with
¢ the Book of God, they are ufelefs: if they difa-
¢ gree, they are pernicious, and ought to be de-
¢ ftroyed.”

"+ Major Rennell’s Memoir, p. 45, 46.

14 Nagracut
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Nagracut and Sumnaut ¥, Tamerlane
poflefled as much of this furious zeal as
any of. his favage predeceflors; and if
the enthufiaflm of this deftruive re-
ligion had not occafionally abated
amongft fome of his fucceflors, they
would fcarcely have left a Hindoo tem-
ple or prieft in the country they fub-
dued.

Enough, however, had been done to
fix an indelible ftain on the memory of
thefe intolerant tyrants, and to make a
lafting impreflion on the minds of the
Hindoos, who, to the lateft period of
the Mogul government, were kept in
conftant dread of do&rines, which, to
their apprehenfions, feemed to infpire
the Mahommedans with facrilegious cru-

elty. Idolatry is as great an abomination
¥ Major Rennell’s Memoir, p. 47.

to

e
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to a Muffulman, as it was to the Jews,
.when they moft ftrictly revered the di-
vine command which prohibits it; and
moft of the Hindoo ceremonies being
confidered by the Mahommedans as alts
of idolatry, and all their pagodas as tem-
ples of idols, a religious principle excited
mutual fentiments of abhorrence and
antipathy between the conquerors and
The reft of the charatter

of the Mahommedans may be {fummed

their fubjecs.

up in the concife and emphatic words
of Mr. Scrafton, who fays, “ their dif-
“ tinguifhing qualitics are periidy and

¢ {enfuality *?

But notwithftanding thefe fa&ts, and
that the hiltory of their government is
a difgufting repetition of oppreflion,

maflacres, and rebellion, yet the fafhion

* Letter i p. 18,

of

Charater
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of the times has been to praife it, and
to reprefent the fituation of the Hindoos
ealy and happy under it, till they were
difturbed in this peaceful ftate of repofe
and {fecurity by the Englith, who have

been defcribed, [with unparalleled in-

Juitice,] as a fet of rapacious tafk-maf-
ters. It furely requires a very {mall
degree of refle@ion to perceive, that
fuch reprefentations of the two govern-

ments muft, from the very nature of
things, be falfe.

The Mahommedan conquerors came
into Hindooftan from a barbarous re-
gion, with minds and manners as un-

cultivated as the wilds from which they

ifflued.  The only notion they had

of government, was abfolute power
in the Sovereign, and abject fubmif-
fion in the fubje®. 'The tenets of
their religion, fo far from [oftening
the ferocity of their nature, . ferved

only

[ 123 ]

only to whet the edge of their per-
fecution towards the fuffering Hindoos,
whom they harafled without mercy,
and deftroyed without remorfe. The
Britith conquerors came from a country
famed for arts and {ciences; the gene-
rous principles of public liberty had been
inftilled into their minds from their ear-
lieft infancy ; the mild tenets of Chrifti-
anity cherithed and commanded every
charitable duty ; and they had been
taught, by precept and example, to rule
with equity, and to obey with freedom,
Can it be fuppofed, that under thefe
circumfitances, the two nations fhould
have totally changed characters on their
coming into India? That the barbarous
and ferocious Tartar thould become mild
and enlightened ; that the cultivated and
generous Briton thould have degenerated
into a cruel tyrant; and that the Britith
Governors fhould have rendered the
fituation of their Hindoo {ubje&s worfe

than
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