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A S all Evils are 15 be difcovered be-
o | _ A fore we can expelt their Remedy,
S s this Work proceeds in ‘thar Order, -7 ¢
AR R N - " We fhall never artemp the refloring
SO T o quire into the Caufes of their Decay, i
: N - The following Work does nop complain
S TR YT | B L T of the Evil with Reproach, and 1o expofe
L B e I vhere might bave been for fuch 4 Satyr. - |

| R But ferionfly reprefents the Grievance, |
TR o ] ply'--*ibe-proper Remedjes, T e s
R S S It is not the War, ir i not the Ingra-
I L | #itude of This Power, or the I weteracy of
‘. e That, which can burs she Britith - Mgy~
R | fallures, ar leaft wor Jatally. | i
T E Our Msfchiefs are af Homé, and the
o | Remeq’y 2s ar Home : [P may cure the
Evil with the wimoft Eafe,
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Bm: if we will be- Felo de'fe in. Y%zde,

zf we will cut the Throat of onr own Ma-

nufallures, if wewill pull them down with
onr own_Hands, we Should bave our Trade

’ Bumed at a Crofs-way, with a Stake dri-

ven thro® i, and an lﬂfcrzptzm, Here lies

‘Buried the Englz/b ‘Trade, havmg de—-

firoyd it felf.
T /ozs Tralt regards #0 Faé?zon or Pczrtzes ;
- 70 Complamt againft paélzck or private Per-

Sous or -Management 5 but.’tis a Complaint
of an unbappy Humonr among us all, that

we will Difconrage and Deftroy onr own
.Maﬂufaﬂ%res, and ruin our felves. .

. May the National WV ifdom rcﬂmm tbzs
Folly; may the Poor obtain fich Help, and
Traa’e fuch Relief, as the Diftrefs of our Com-

merce and People call for, and the End of

shis Work, and the. dmbors Wz/la, wzll
be fully A’rgfwered o

N t

,
. L R N B
s s

v

AN

Ac COUNT 0f the Prefent Condmon of tbe
MANUFAC TURES of GREAT BRITAIN.

The INTRODUCTION

EFORE I enter into the Subﬁauce of the Queﬂlon
.now before. me, and that I may tnake as.little Preams-

= ceflary to lay down in plain-and dire&t Terms, fo as
may admit of no Cavils or Difputes,. what I mean,.and how
I would be underftood by the Words, Tbe Mannfactures of
Great Britain.. .~

- By the Manufa&ures of G'reat Brisain (and of thch I fug-
geﬁ that they are now in a declining and decaying Condition;)

1 mean the Woollen Mauufaé’tures, fuch as Broad and Narrow

Cloths, Serges, . Kerfies, Druggets, Bays, Sayes, Perpets,
Stuffs, Stockings, Hats, Flannels, and all thofe woollen
Goods generally. ufed for Wearing-Apparel, . Furnitare .of
Houfes, and fuch-like neceflary Purpofes; and as are made by
the Liabour of our People, for Ufe or. SaIe at Home (thatis
to fay, in Greaz Britain). or for Exportation Abroad, of what-
ever Kind, and by whatever Names; for they bear fo great a
Variety of Names (efpecially. the Norwich and Spiztle-Fields

‘Goods) that it would be as endlefs as it is needlefs to enterin-

to the Particulars.

-That this Manufd&ﬁre is a thmg of great Importance, ofa
vaft Magnitude, .and a Value beyond all poﬁible Calculation,

T fuppofe I need not fpend time to prove ; ’tis defcrib’d in the.

~belt manner to be underflood, by taking Notice, that it not

only ufes and works up all the Wool which grows in Eng-
land, but a very great Quantity both .from Spasz and Ireland,
Barbary Turkey, and other Places where-ever it.can be had,
and of which I thall have occaﬁon to take nonce agam in its

Place. _ :
B : That

ble as poflible in a Thmg of . fuch Importance, it. is ne--
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‘That- this Manufactdre was once in a flourithi
. ; iourifthin {a
tion, valtly extended abroad, and prodigioufly cOr;gfu%(zgg;t
~home; was carried on to the Employment and Enriching of

innumerable Multitudes of People, and Families of People, -
y

*till it had made England (where its Center is fix’d the mc
€
- opulent, populous, weaithy, and powerful Natizm inmt(}))g
World; all this I not acknowledge only, but if it (hould be
%g'pu_ted, am ready to make appear at large upon all Occa-
It is likewife evident, that this flourithing Manufaciee.
has rifc;l fr‘omfﬁx&all Begix’mings, and was at ﬁ%ﬁ r:&iiad&lg:
1t were) out of Captivity in a ftrange Land, where (like [
in Lgypr) it fuffer’d Bondage, and was engzofs’d by( 1F grcgglrff
ers who had no Title to it, having notie of its Principles, no
Matenals.for,cgrrymg it on De Fare, in their own Right ,no
nor De Facto, in their Pofleflion ; but fetch’d them from us,
“and then arbitrarily fold back the Goods made of them to us’

4t their own Price, enriching - their People with the Profits of -

the Manufature, while (Spawiard.li d with
“Mines of Gold in our ow%]f{eeping, 'he) we Racv’d with the
-~ From this Captive-State, this miferable abandon’d Condi-
tion, it was refcue_d, by the Policy and Wifdom' of our Go-
vernment, and the impolitick and foolifh Management of the
Spaniards, who by their Religious Tyranny, and their Civil
Fary, drove their own People over to us to feek Bread and
Liberty, in return for which they gave us Wealth and Trade
taught our Women to Spin, and our Men to Weave ; ever

fince this we have made the Manufa&ure our own, and are -

now able to teach our Teachers, having infinitely improv’d the
Kinds, as well as encreas’d the Quantity ; have made not only

- innumerable new-invented Sorts, but have alfo made thofe

Sorts or Kinds of Goods much better than e ' ;

| _ ot ver the Fl

were able to make them before, elpecially the Broade;gﬁﬁ?
which are improved to fuch a Degree, and brought to fuch Per-

fellion, -as they were never ca able . =1
to believe poflible. . pable of before, or {o much as

That by this very Atrticle, E:zgl?néd, tho’ not an Inch o?

-Latld'largeraeither in Length or Breadth, the Soil not an Ounce -’
-‘ }.ncher than it was capable of being made before, the Climate
not one Degree warmer, and without any one Advantage of

Nature, more than it hadbefore ; yet by a moderate, and [ be-

lieve a juft and reafonable Calculation, between the Year

1490, in the beginning of King Hen. VII. when we beg:
mauufadtare our own Wool, and the Year 1726, has eggfegssg
her Peonle from under ¢ Milliows, to above feven Millions,

~ raifed

»-vw?»[m...-“.;,]um,m.‘;;l;f;;‘__ T T - "'“"'-»\\;

raifed the Value of Lands fo, that what was then worth sol..
- per Agnum, is now worth 1000/, per Aunum, asmay be feen

by the Rate of -Subfidies, and by other Rules of Calcu~
lation, and which has raifed the Value of Perfonal Wealth to
fuch a Degree, as admits no Comparifon, no Calculation, and
hardly any Imagination; infomuch that Some are of" opinion,
that taking the Wealth of this Nation at the Medium of Time,
between the Conqueft, and the Reign of Queen Elizaberh, that
is to fay, about the Reign of Edward II. and excepting only
the Wealth of Churches and Monafterys, which indeed was
great, there is now more Silver in England than there was then
Block Tin, more Gold than they had Copper, and more Dia-
monds and Pearl than they had Briffo/ Stones. . g

~‘This Increale of People, and of the Real and Perfonal

Wealth of Ergland, may be faid to be all owing to the Wool-

len Manufaure; and to bring it all to the Point, wiz. that
this WoollenManufa&ture has gone on- encreafing ever  fince,
even to this T'ime, or-(as I may more properly fay) to Our
time, ’till'its Magnitude is fuch, that we may fay it is too great,
and that not too great for the Country only, but too great for
the whole World. CEL L e
- It is a ftrange Advance made in this Argument, and at the be-
ginning of it too, to fay the Manufatture of Exgland is too.
great for the World ; but I cannot go back from it; and upon

a ferious Reflexion on its real Magnitude, as it now is; and

yet how much ‘greater it is poflible to make it, that is to fay,
how many Countries, and, as I may fay, Millions of People
are yet unconcerned in it, and unemployed by it, I do infift,
that were the Wool of Great Britain and Ireland kept entire-

- ly.at home, the Quantity encreas’d as it might be, and all that

Quantity manufaétured at home, as it alfo might be, if thofe
other Countries were fet to work, the People of Greaz Bri~
zain and Ireland are able to make more Woollen Manufaétures

than all the known Inhabitants of the World would weuar:

‘T'o fuch a Perfe@ion of Working are the People arrived; to
fych an-immenfe Quantity is the Wool brought te amount,
to fuch a prodigious Number are the People multiplied; and
the laft Article indeed is the moft eflential of all the reft, for.

rotwithftanding the Encreafe of the Woal, which is a Prodi-

gy in it felf, yet to fuch a Degree are the People alfo encreas’d,
that'all the Wool of Exgland, however (as I fay) encreas’d,
and all the Wool of Ireland, from whence no Wool was had
in thofe Days, and all the Wool of Scezland, which was not
ufed at all in £nglapd in thofe times, is now manuofaétured in
ELugland, by lefs than one quarter part of our People. ‘

- .
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- we fee how many Thoufands, -nay, ‘how many Millions of

e

| L41
This may feem ftrange at firlk View, and efpecially when
People are employ’d in"this one Manufa&ure. But let me be
allowed a fhort Digreflion, and I fhall foon prove it by giving
you a View -of the-feveral Countries in England, where the
Woollen Manufatures are made, and where 7oz, '
o' N.B. Before I begin, I mufb obferve, that when I fay, fuch
- " Gonnties make no Woollen Manufaitures, Ido not mean
~ that many of the People might not knit their own Stockings,;
Jpin and weave Woollens for their sivn Ule and Wearing
as in fome Places they do Linnen, where yet we do nos
~fay the Linnen is carried on as a Manufaltare ; but it is
20 be underftood that they make no Particular or General
Manufacture for Sale, and for Trade, to be carried out
“of the Bonnds of the Towns. or :Connties where they
‘are fo made, O
- 1. The County of Cornwall is not known to have any Ma~
nufatture. Devonfbire indeed, the next County immediately
on this' Side, is full of Manufaure; but we: fee nothing in
Cornwall but Miners, and Diggers in. the Earth for Lead,
Copper, and Block Tin; as for the poor ‘Women, - they
are employ’d in wafhing the Qar; and the Men who are not
at work in the Mines are Refiners, Smelters, ‘and Melters.: of
the Ozr and Mettals, or elfe are Husbandmen, Fithermen and
Sailers ; but no Woollen Manufaétare, - . S e
- 2. The four large Counties of Kenz, Suffex, ‘Surry, and
Soathampron, have very little apparent Manufacture. In former
times there were {fome Cloathings about Gu:ldford, Godlaming,
Darking, and Farnbam in Surrey, and likewife at T enterdeny

Cranbrook, Gondbhurft, and in the Wild of Kent, in both which

- Counties. they made a very good (tho’ low-priz’d) Medley

Cloth for the middling Peoples wear, but ’tis all gone, extiné,
except a little not worth narning, = e
- 3. The great City of Lozdox is now eminent for the Wool-<
len Manufaéture of Stuffs, Chamlets, and feveral ‘Goods,
fach as were formerly made ‘at Norwich ; but as this is in g
manner confin’d to Spizzle-Fields, and-a few adjacent Streets,
and to a very little in Somsbwark, it may be truly faid, thatnot
one twentieth Part of the City and County of Middlefex are
concerned at all in ir. - R o . SN
4. The Inland Counties of Bucks, Hertford, Cambridge,
Bedford, and Huitingdon ; thefe have none of thern any Wool+
len Manufatures, except that of late Years the Spittle- Fields
ManufaCurers have employed fome particular Places in
S TR I S FF Rt S STy 0y

s
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5. Even Lincolufbire it {eif, tho it.is théihéxhéﬁﬁiblgFﬁnd

-of ‘Wool for all the Eaft and Sou;’h-E‘a(t Part of England, and
is the chief Support of their Manufaéture, yet has no Manufa-

&ure of its own, nor do we fo much as fee the Wor’nenand
Children employ’d, or any Spinnmgamgng them ; tho’ it is al-
fo an exceeding large and populous County’; but they are ge-
nerally employ’d in Trade or Husbandry at home, or {upon
the Seas abroad. ~ - o | - :

6. The County of Stafford, and of Chefter and Darby, be=
ing wholly taken up in making Cheefe, bieeling Horfes and -
Cows, digging Liead, and making Crockery Ware, have very.
little or no Woollen Manufaure, except about Zamworth. -

9. INorthumberland, Cumberland, Durbam, and thé Ealk

and North Riding of Yorkfbire, are the fame, and have no

Wooollen Manufatare, except a fm’al’l( Quantity Of"Ya‘f“
Stockings made at:Richmond and Barnard-Cafile, and a co;ri_};
ftrip’d Stuft’ for Hangings at Darliugton. TN

-8, All the Counties' of Wales ‘put together, produce no

Manufaéture for Sale, or that come out’ of. their own
Bounds, except Flangel; with a very few and very coarfe Yarn
Stockings. =~ .0 oo o R
9."Nor do the two large Cou'nues of Mopmou;/a_ and Here-
ford, and two Thirds of Skrop/bire, fo much as pretend to any
Woollen Manufadture, but are taken up with planting Or=
chards, making Syder,{g¢c. ~ ~ " , oo

“~So that notwithftanding the é{ccegding Greatnefs and :E;Xf
tent of the Woollen' Manufaéture, ‘and“that (as I have fzid)

it feems to be too great, even for the whole World, yet it

employs by far the lcaft Part of Ewngland, and even the lealt
Part of the People in many of - thofe' Counties where it is

Nay, even in thofe Counties where great Branches .of

the Woollen Manufalture are eftablifhed, yet there are other

-

Manufactures which employ greater xmmb‘gr’s_;oﬁ the}ir{ E_’gople :
. For Example, * ©° 7 v o Tl

- The ‘four Capital :Diﬁrkiét's where the 'Woollen..: M_aana-.

&ure of Ewnglanid is feated, are thus divided:. .

2. 1. The Weft-riding of Yorkfbire, including the Eaft-fide of:
v Latma/b:'re, the Cbu%fy of k/fb/qﬂi;ﬂqua_&é and Richinondfbire,.

and Part of Cuimnberland,

“:Yetin this very Weft-riding is thlc’ g'réétﬂlg'on Manufaéture:
of Sheffield ; and the County round it, which is called Hallam-
Jhire, is faid to cmploy at leaft an hundred thoufand People,

2. The

thote Counties for finning Wortted Yarn, but s fent vpto
Londow to” be manufaured, ' 1 T 0 T
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3. The Welt Side of Wiits, and the whole Counties of
Gloncefier, Warwickfbire, and Worcefter, and part of Shrop-
Jeire ;"and yet in the” two Counties of #arwick and Worcefter
are carried on the great Hard-ware Manufa@ure of Iron,
‘Brafs, Steel, &'c. at Birmingham, and the Nailors which it
1s known to employ are a prodigious Number of People, ma<

- by more than at Sheffield; as alfo, the Manufa@ure of Glafs

av Szxrbridge, befides feveral other fmaller ManufaGtures al<
fo of different kinds ; add to which, the multitude of Dairies
‘and Chgefe-makers in thofe particular Counties. -
3. Thegreat and populous Counties of Dewvor and Somer<
Jet, the molt intent perhaps upon the Woollen Manufaéare
of any in all Brizain, yet how is the firlt diverted by the fifh~
- ing Trade upon both its Shores, its Cyder Trade. in the
Seuth-Hams, and al{o in their Sea-affairs as well the Ship~«
ping as.the Merchandize ; and the other in Grazing and Dig-
ging of Lead and Coal, ‘which employs .many thoufands of
their People. L o
4. The Counties of Effex, Norfolk, and S#ffolk carry on the
~fourth, but not the leat Brauch of the Woollen Manufaéture,
and yet they tell us there are above thirty thoufand Men em~
ployed out of thofe three Countiesalways at Sea. Saffolk is two
Thirds of it, both Land and People, employed in Dairies and
feeding Cattle and Fowls for London ; and they tell us, that
the two Counties of Effza and Saffolk only, fend every Year
~ to London fifty thoufand Head of fat black Cattle, two hun-~
- dred thoufand fat Sheep and Lambs, fifty thoufand Firkins of
Butter, and twenty thoufand Barrels of Oyfters, an hundred
thoufand fatted Calves, with two Millions of Geefe and
Turkeys. How many of the People all That may keep em-
ployed, let others judge for me: However it will be granted
‘that even in thefe three Counties where fuch prodigious Ma-
nufaétures are produced, as Norwich Stuffs, the Sudbury Sayes
and the Colchefter Bayes, yet not one half of the People are
employed in any. o o -
Add to this, the Multitudes of People in Lancafbire ema

ployed in making the Cotton Manufaures, about which alone

they fay there are two] hundred thoufand People employed
in the Town of Manchefier, and within. twelve Miles
round it. ‘ » : L

Add to this alfo, the Multitudes now employed in the (ame
County in the Linnen Manufa&ure, which is {o encreafed of
late Years there as to employ near as many asthe Cotton, only
that it extends over a greater compafs of Land, o

Sl
i

Add

et

Add to them all, That even in thofe Manuﬁi&ﬁring Coun- |

ties, where the greatelt Part of the Woollen Work is carried
on, and where the moft People are employed by it, not the
Lawyers, not the Phyficians, not the Gentry, not the Cler~
gy, not the Citizens, or Towns-people, that is" to fay, not

the Shop-keepers, not all the Handicrafts, fuch as Smiths,

Carpenters, Mafons, Bricklayers, Shoemakers, and of thelaft,

not their Wives or -Children, fo much as ‘fet'a’ Hand, no
not a Finger, te any Part of this great Manufaure, except it
be to wear it out and confume it. - -
. Ina word, except the Weaving part, and the Managing

art, the main Strefs of the Manufaéture depends upon, and
is performed by the Women and Children, and that of thofe
few Counties only. S B

The Ceonclufion from all this is direély to the Cafe pro-

pofed, thus:" : o S

g
B )

- If the Manufa&ure of Ewxglard is fo prodigious great, and"

- Yetemploysbut fo fmall a Part of the People, what might it not

be brought to, and how would itbe (asl faid) too great forthe

whole World, if all the Inhabitants, I mean all the loofer In~
habitants, fach as are fit to work, and who would gladly

work if they could be employed, were fet in upon it ? What -

an infinite Quantity of Goods would they make, and how

- would they ufe up, not only all the Wool that England,

Scotland and Ireland could produce, bit even more Wool than
they could produce, tho’the faid Quantity was to be encreafed
to twice or three times as much as it is, and that none was
clandeftinely carried away to other Parts ? e Y
Butas I faid this Part fhould be treated as a Digreffion,
I will notrun it out too long. It comes of courfe next to
confider the prefent State of this great Manufature, how it
ftands, and then bring it all to thefe great and neceffary En-
uirtes. : : ‘
k 1. Whether it is under a declining and finking Condition,
orno? =T

- 2. What Effe@ this Decay of the Mannfa&ﬁre may have,

and what it naturally tends to?
3. What are the Occafions of its Decay, and wherein it

confifts

4. What may yet be done to revive it? With fome other

Obfervations which may fall inas we go.
And this is the Bufinefs in the following Shects,

CHAP.
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Of the o}f}’gié;il State of ‘the Woollen Manufadture of

Great-Britain, with fome juft Dedustions from whas
it has been in former Times to what it is Now.

AS I have obferved in the Introduftion that the . Woollen
=+ Manufature was (like the Children of Ifrael) refcued
from a State of Captivity, and from a ftrange Land, we muft
make that out a little plainer : The Cafe was thus.
In the Reign of Edward I11. of glorious F ame, tho’ Exg-
dand was thought to be at that time in the moft flourifhing
Condition that Hiftory gives us any Account of : The Glory
of her Arms;the Vigour of the Monarch, and of his eldeft Son,
- the Gaiety and Splendor of the Court were fuch as never
were known before; the Laft was the Refort of all the No-
bility, Youth and Gentry of Exrope ; the fecond was the Ad-
miration and Wonder of the World ; the greateft Princes made
their Court to them, and Kings were Captives in their Poflef-
fion: England was the Terror of the World; The Bat-
tles of Crefly and Poictiers, and the re-inftating the King of
Spain, depos’d by his Rival, were Aétions that brought all
the Powers of Earope .to ftand at Gaze, and as it were to
dread the turning of the Arms of England fo much as to-
wards their Dominions; Hiftory will confirm all the Particy-
lars; I haveno room for long Quotations : .~~~
- Yer all this while Trade fhared no Advantages among the
Conquefts of the Day ;- nor do we find the leat Concern in
any of the Councils of that Glorious Prince, or of his Mini-
fters of State, for the Propagation of Commerce, at home or
abroad. - " L s S
~ Building publick and fumptuous Edifices, great Churches
and Monafterys; making Feafts, Balls, Tournaments; adorn-
ing Windfor-Caltle; inflituting the famous Qrder of Knight«
hvod ; making -Leagues and Alliances; expenfive Enterviews
with Foreign Princes, fuch as the Emperor and the Duke of
Bargurdy, and keeping a magnificent Englys Court at Co-
logue, for almoft a Year and a half at a time: Thefe things
took up the Court, and turn’d the Eyes (I had,almof faid
turn’d the Heads) of the Nation, during that whole Reign.
"Things which tended to the Glory of the Kingdom, and the
Honour of the Majefty of the King, as Nebuchadnezzar {aid
©f his great Bael that he had built; but, as we may add, thefe

‘glosious things gutted England of its Wealth, made the Mos

narch powerful and his People poor. :
In all his Parliaments we fee not one A& for the En-
couragement of Trade, for the enlarging Commerce, for Em-

Ployment of the Poor; for fetting up Manufaltures ; to fpeak

the Trath, I queftion if the Word Manufa&ure or Manufa~
¢turer were known in the Country ; and, for ougit I fee, as

the Taylors were the Only Merchants, fo the Shoemakers

were the Greateft Manufacturers in the Kingdom.

~ The bountiful Hand of Heaven had then,and from the Be-
ginning, giver England the greatet Gift of Nature that the
whole World could be faid to enjoy, viz. the Wool : The
diligent and fenfible Nations round us underftood it, and how

to value it ; and, which was more, underftood how to improve

it; and for that end, throng’d to the very outmoft Bounds of

the Continent of Europe (this way) to be near it; and that they

might bring it over as cheap as poffible. _
- By this I mean the Netherlands, where the induftrious Peo-
ple, by the Help of the Wool from Exngland, fell to work in
fuch a Manner as that there they made then, as we have fince
done in Exgland, Cloaths for all the known Parts of the
World, o . ,
‘T'his brought the many Thoufands and Millions of People
to inhabit thofe drowned, overflowed Bogs and Martfhes,
which before that were fcarce thought fit for human Crea-
ures to dwell in,and which were dwelt in only as Retreats and
Faltdefles to fecure the fugitive Nations from the Incurfions

-of the Ganls, and afterwards of the Romans. -

This very Trade brought People, and built Cities and Ca-
ftles, even where the Seaallowed no footing, and the Land
no Foundation ; from hence, I fay, the numberle(s Throngs of
People came to dwell in that Couniry, and by degrees, by

‘the Encreafe of their Wealth, and by their indefatigable Indua-
ftry (all the Effeéts of Trade and Manufa@ure) have brought

it to be the richeft Soil, the fullet of People and of great
Cities and Towns, of any Country in the World.

 All this while England lay negleéted to the lalt Degree;
her Sons knocking their Heads againft Stone-walls, and

‘ranging the Field of War in foreign Countries, purfued theic

ov‘vnhPoverty, and fought Mifery, for the Glory of their Mo-
narch. -

-But at home it was all a Mifcellany of Sorrow: Villainage
and Vaflalage comprifed the Poor; Knighthood and Efquire-

~thip took up the middle Gentry ;and Glory dweltonly among
the Barons and Princes. : | o
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All\theﬁTrade we read of; was carrying their_Wdol abrdad,
to give Employment to the Poor of foreign Countries, /2.
the Dauzch and the Flemings ; and this Wool, we may fay, was

. the grand Fund of the Wealth, both of King and People.

. If the King made any Wars, and demanded Subfidies of his
Parliament, as was too frequently the Cafe in the time of
£dw.111,the grand Article of W ays and Means was to grant the
King ten Shillings a Pack upon Wool, or twenty Shillings a
Pack upon Wool, like our, two Shillings and four Shillings
per Pound upon Land ; and”once they came to fuch a Height,
(God forbid we fhould fee the like of otr Lands) that the
Yarliament gave the King one ‘Half Part of all the Wool it
{elf for his Wars in France ; by the fame Token that (as King
Charles 11. did too often) all the Money was fpent, and no

“War with France begun neither ; nor did the War break out

till three Years after ; fo that when it came, they were fain

-to give the King new Subfidies again; that is to fay, another
Tax upon the Exportation of Wool, and fo over and over

again feveral times. ,
In this State of Indolence, or rather horrid Ignorance and

Blindnefs, was this whole Nation, as it were, Philtred and Be-. |
witched, notwithftanding all the Glory, the Wifdom, the Po-
licy and good Government which King Edward II1 was fo

famed for. . . o
~_Like People buried alive in Sloth and Idlenefs they fat flill,

- ploughed and fowed as much Corn as ferved juft to feed

them, fheer’d their Sheep every Year, and, as it may be faid,
threw away their Wool; went to the Wars, were knocked on
the Head for the Honour of 0/d Ergland, and the Glory of

‘their great Kings; and this was the Round of Life, even from

-the Nobleinan to the meaneft Vaffal, Peafant or Labourer in
- the Nation. ' | '

As to the poor Women and Children, they fat at hore,
fared hard, lived poor and idle: the Women drudg’d 2t the
Hus?an‘dry, and the Children fat fiill, blow’d their Fingers,
pick’d Straws ; and both might be faid not to live, but to fiarve
out a wretched time, then Die, and go, Where . who
knows ! - o | - -

As to Manufactare or Employment, we do not fe room

B

- fo much as to believe that they knew any thing of it; any far-

ther than it may be to make fome very ordinary things which

Mature and Neceflity pat them upon for their own Covering,
and hardly thar, ' '

In this miferable Condition lay the Ahccﬂry of this dili~

gent INation; who being but once let into the Method of
: ' working

[

working the Wool, and fome Authority fupporting as well

as encouraging them by ftopping the Stream of its Exporta-

tion, foon tafted the Sweets of it, foon fell heartily upon i,
prefently became Malfters of the Performance, and in time

- fupplanted the Encroachers ; engrofled the Wool, for it was
- their own before; redeem’d the Captives, and at laft brought

not only the Manufaétures, but the Manufaéturers too, overto

England; tor thoufands of the People followed the Manu-
- faéture for Bread, and that they-might get Employment ; and

this began the multiplying of the People too, as well as of
their Wealth; for as Trade brings Wealth, fo Work brings
the Workmen together. | )

It is juft thus fill in England : Where-ever we. fee the
Manufaltures feated, there we fee Multitudes of People col-
leéted; the Labour gathers the Hands: and this was the firft

Occafion of making thofe ftri€t exclufive Laws for Parith
Settlements, that the particular Parifhes where fuch Manufa~'

Eures were fet up might not be opprefled with the Numbers of

- Poor flocking in from other Parifhes.

- Where the firft Manufalturers fettled '0: fet up;‘t'he un-
- employed People prefently throng’d about them for Bufi-

nefs and Wages; and we find it to this day, that where the
Manufaétures are, the Country is always exceeding populous ;
This ’tis evident the Manufactures did not find, but made it
fo; ’tis true the Manufaéture in moft Places pitch’d its Situ-

~ ation in great Towns or Cities, fuch as Norwich, Colchefter,

Canterbury, Exeter, and the like; but ’tis alfo certain that
thofe Cities, and efpecially the adjacent Countries, are grown
infinitely more populous by the fettling of thofe Manufa-
¢tures among them, thanthey were before. ’ :
This is farther proved by a general View of thofe Parts o
England where the People are not thus employed ; for where
the Inhabitants of a Ceuntry confift only, or chiefly, of Land-

“Jord and Tenant, Gentry and Shopkeepers, you fee the

Country much lefs throng’d; it is true that the Multitudes

- which live together in thofe Places where the Manufaures

are eftablithed as above, do influence all the reft of the Na-
tion by caufing a greater Cultivation of the Lands, and greater

Improvement of Eftates, for Provifions, which the other con-

fume ; the Corn and the Cattle being brought from the re-

motel(t Parts for their Subfiftence,and by confequence the Pea-

ple are encreas’d there alfo :

Yet we fee the Country is inhabited in a miore even man-
ner, the People live mere atGlarge and difperfed, as the Farms
o : 2 2 ' " and
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and the Lands which they cultivate call them ; they are {pread
as it were over the whole face of the Land. .

We fee no fuch Villages there as Leeds or Hallifax, Shefs
Jield ov Birmingham, Manchefter or Froom, Taunton or Trou~

‘bridge, in moft of which, or on very little Ground near them,

twenty to forty thoufand People are faid feverally to inhabit :

- and in three or four of them, as in Hallifax, Manchefter, Bir-

mingham, and Froom, many more, |
- But to go back to the Introduétion of this Change : It was
in the Reign of K. Hen. V1i, and not before, when the Englifhy
began the bold Adventure of Manufa&uring their own Wool,
(I mean began it in Quantity.) There had fome Attempt been
made before, and we are told of fome Adventurers in Trade
who having been overin Flandersand learned the Manner of ity
but efpecially having feen the Advantage of it, had brought over
with them fo much Knowledge as to learn the People to fpin,
({o many of them at leaft astheir Stocksconld compafs to em-
ploy) and others to Comb and Card the Wool, and fo on,
thro’ all the other Parts of the Work ; which went alittle way,
and was promifing to go farther in time. |
But it is to be obferved, that from the firft Part of the
Reign of Heng VI, and thro’ all that long Reign, and thro?
the Reign of Edward 1V, and Richard 111, the whole Nation
was milerably embroiled in the Givil Confufions, fuch as the

~ Wars between the White Rofe and the Red 5 the Houfes of

Lancafter and York; and the feveral InfurreGions and Revo-
lutions of Affairs which naturally atrended thofe Quarrels.

Every one knows that War is no Friend to Trade: Arts
and Improvements, much lefs Manufaé&ure, and the Employ-
ment of the Poor, never plant, or at leaft never thrive, in the
Flame and Heat of War, efpecially too the worft of the kind,

" an Inteftine, Civil, or to fpeak jultly of it, an Unnatural

War,

Times of Feud and Faion, Rebellion, Infarre@ion, kil-

ling and plundering, are no times for Improvement ; and this
may be a juft Reafon why the Beginnings of the Manufacture,

‘which | have mentioned as above, took no confiderable root

during the Confufions of War, both Civil and Foreign
‘Wars, but efpecially Civil Wars, which for fixty Years
almoft without Intermiflion vex’d this Nation. '

Perhaps a Manufacturer did, or fuppofe he had feated him.

felf at any particular Town or Place in the Country, had
.brought together fome Pecple, and had infiru&ed them in the

Work, 7iz. fome Women o fpin, fome Men to comb, to
L C - weave,
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weave, to drefs the Cloth, and -had built a Fullisg Mill to .

thicken the Cloths, and the like : Then come the two Armies
into the Field, and they march over the Country where the
poor Manufacturer is fettled : If it be a friendly Army, and they
are of the fame Side, then thekindeft thing that could be expect-
ed was to call all the Poor Workmen away, efpecially the
young able-bodied Fellows, with their Bows and Arrows to
encreafe the Army : If it were the Enemy, then they all run
away for fear.of being forced. As for the Women and Chjl-
dren, they are no body without the Men, for they cannot fpin
the Wool tll the Men comb it, and when they have fpun
the Yarn, ’tis of no ufe when the Men are gone that fhould

~ weave it; and perhaps the Loom which it thould be wrought
in, burnt by the Plunderings and Ravagings of the Soldiers.

By this means (and I cannot doubt but this was often
the Cafe) the Beginning of the ManufaGure was check’d

o~ —— e
'
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and put back, the poor Undertaker ruin’d and undone;and fo

you heard no more of the Attempt for fome Years. 5
~ This is as good an Account as I believe can be given why

the Woollen Manufa&ure began among us no fooner; why it -

had no Encouragement in England, at leaft no confiderable
Encouragement, till the time of King Henry VII, and about
the Year 1480, to 1490. ~

The Reign of King Heizf_y wés the firft Halcyonw Seafon

which England had felt, not for fome Years only, but for
fome Ages, as will appear at large in the Hiftories of thofe
Times: Either Wars abroad, or Wars at home, had vex’d
the Nation, from the unfortunate Reign of Richard II. to that

time; all the Gircumftances of thofe Reigns will confirm it, T

need not quote the Particulars, which are too many ; the Na-

tion was always in a Hurry and a Fright; here the Oppref-
fions of Tyrants, there the Rebellions of People; here the

R Kings depos’d and murther’d, there the People ravag’d and
‘plunderd; now one King runs away, then another. Hex.VI.

was upon the T'hrone, and in Prifon, alternately, five or fix

“times ; Edward 1V. upon the Throne, and fled out of the

Country, twice at leaft; and fo among the reft. ,
But Henry VIL. took new Meafures, and manag’d the Pub-

lick Affairs with the utmoft Dexterity. He firft humbled the

too powerful Nobility, fo to prevent Caballing and Rebellion ;
brought them to be all dependent upon him, and gradually im-
poverifh’d them, while he hoarded up immenfe Sums of Mo-
ney himfelf: In a word, his Reign was a whole Scene of In-
trigue and Defign, among the great Ones ; the King ever

talking of War, and bluftering at his lﬂeighpours as if he .

would

by
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~ would quarrel with every body; and got great Sums of Mo~

ney from his Parliament to begin a War (efpecially againft
France) but put the Money in his Pocket, and never made any

- War at all, and (as fome fay) never intended it.

But in the mean time (as thefe Cabals and Politicks at Court
concerned no body but themfelves) hig Reign, as to the Peo~
ple, was all pacifick and quiet, and the Confequence was vi-
fible, for now Induftry began to hold up its Head, Trade be-

gan to fpread, the Merchants began to fet up, and Navigation

to be encouraged ; the People of Ezngland began to look abroad
and about them, and Colonies and Faétories began in this ve=
ry Reign to be planted, foreign Countries to be difcovered,

and nesw Worlds looked into; and Some tell us that Chriffo--
pher Columbas having now difcovered dmerica, came over hia

ther, and made the firft Offer for afarther Difcovery to King
Hewry, and particularly to take pofleflion of it for himn, but that

~the King (by the meer Narrownefs of his Soul) declin’d the

Expence of it. |
Alfo ’tis affirm’d, that feveral Voyages were made in this
King’s Reign to the Weftern Shoars of Africk, and to the

Gold Coaft, and great Advantages made by it to the Mer-

ehants, bringing pure Gold back for the moft worthlefs Tri-

fles: But this is not to the prefent Purpofe, only thus far, that
this being a Reign of profound Peace, Arts and Commerce

began to relith with the People, and they began to turn their
Hands to feveral kinds of Improvement,

Among the reft, this of the Woollen Manufa&ture camev
principally into play. The King, who had liv’d abroad, as

well in Flanders asin France and Brittany, had feen with Re-

gret, how not the Flemings only, but the French grew rich

at the Expence of Exgland, and how even they could not re-
frain mocking the Sloth and Weaknefs of the Englifb, that
fhould Iet their Wool be carried out of the Kingdom, to
be work’d up into Cloths and Stuffs; and in a word, be
manufactured abroad, and then buy even the Clothsthey wore
of their own Wool {0 manufactured abroad.

It muft be confefs’d it deferv’d Reproach, and when we
come to look back upon it at this diftance, we cannot help
wondering at the Madnefs of the People; but there are {0 ma-
ny other Examples of the unaccountable Stupidity of thofe
Ages, efpecially of the common Peaple, that if they were all
to be brought upon the Stage, we thould ceafe to wonder at
any thing of this kind ; as particularly, how they were blind-
ly given up to the ablolute Tyranny of the Nobility, in Civil

Matters, and to the abfolute. Government of the ignoraue .

Priefts, on the Side of Religion. But

Trs]

- But not to dwell upon the Folly of thofe Ages, I p’roceed"
to take a View of the Advances our Anceftors made in the re-
covering this glorious Trade; and even in that, I fhall not en=
large upon the little Beginnings, and unfuccefsful Attempts,
which (as above) were made by private Purfes, and on private
Experiments, before the Reign of King Henry VIL for if we
may believe Fame, there were feveral private Effays made, -for

‘the engaging in, and carrying on a Manufa&ure of Woollen'

Cloth, before that Time; fome of which began to promife Suc~
cefs too; and the People began to relith the Thing, and tafte
the Profit of it before. ' . S

Had it not been fo, we can hardly think that King Heury
could, all at once, bring the People of Ewgland to a general
Manufaéturing, {o as effeGually to ftop the Exportation of the
‘Wool, as he certainly did in the eighteenth Year of his Reign,
or thereabout, I a
. But feveral People having attempted it before, fome without
Succefs, and fome with ; and the ‘T'hing beginning gradually to
encreafe and get ground in the Reign of Edward [V .the King,
_who (as above) having feen the innumerable Numbers of Peo-
ple working at it abroad, and being thereby fully fenfible of
the Advantage it would be to his own Subjeés, if they could
be brought to engage in it at home, firft fet heartily about it a-
mmong his own Subjeéls, encouraging thofe that were engag’d
in it, and promifing Encouragement to others to go about ir;
1o that he brought feveral Men of Ibtereft among his Nobili-
ty, and others; to efpoufe it, and the Manufaéture was fet on
foot in that manner in feveral Parts of Ewgland, and that with
apparent Succels; as particularly, (if we may credit private
Accounts) the firft Appearance of the Woollen Manufature
,of Cloth was at Wakefield, in the Weft Riding of Yorkfbire,
being encouraged by an ancient Knight and Favourite of King
Henry, of the Name of Savil, and fome other Perfons of
‘Rank, who had Eftates in that Country, and who encourag’d
their Tenants and Vaffals to the Work. This Sevi/, | {up-
pofe to be fome of the Anceftors of the late Marquis of
Hallifax, one of whote Titles is taken from the Town of ,
Eland, in the fame Part of the Country, and upon the Banks
of the Calder, not far from Wakefield, of whom the Pofteri-
'ty are Liords Eland to this Day. . | '

T'he next Place to which the Manufa@ure fpread, was the

" Town of Okingham in Berkfbire; where it did not continue

long, or at leaft was not contain’d in the narrow Bounds of
thar fmall Place, but fpread it f¢If to the larger Towns of Ba-

Jing[toke and Andever in Hampjbire and Wiltfhire, and to
_ ' | R ‘ Rmdt'nx



Reading and Newberry, in which four 1aft Towns it continted
even ’till within thefe few Years, to an_extraordinary Magni-
tude; but it is now remov’d farther Weflt, into Wilzfbire,
Gloncefterfbire, &c.' Then the Countefs of Richmond,” Mo-
ther to King Henry VII, encouraged fome money’d Men to
Tet it up again in the Villages about Woking, on the River Wey,

~‘where, or near which, fhe liv’d, with a great and noble Hof-

pitality, doing good to all the poor People round about her,
and particularly by thus fetling them to work, and that fron

thence began the Cloathing about Gildford, Gedlaming, Dark-
ing,&c. all Towns in Surrey; and in other Places thereabouts,
and which continues there (tho’ decay’d) to this Day. |

- It was fome time after thefe private Perfons undertook the
manufalturing of Wool, that King Heury, finding his Sub-
je€ts begin to improve, and that the Goods they made were

- able to fupply the ordinary Demand, or near it ; caufed the Ex-
“portation of Wool to be prohibited, and foreign-made Manu-

faltures alfo to be excluded, encouraging his People thereby
to make larger Quantities of thofe Goods at home. ‘

Nor did there need any greater Encouragement to the Ma-

nufaéture, than thus fhutting out the foreign Manufa&ures ; for
this encreafing the Demand at home, the Price encreas’d of
courfe, which fufficiently rewarded the Labours of the Work-
men, and encreas’d their Wages. :

I need not bring any Vouchers to prove, that this Encreafa
of Wages improved the Manufaéture, or encreas’d the Nuams
ber of the Workmen ; for now, not only the Exglifl fell in-
to the Trade with Courage, and with Multitudes, but (as above)
Multitudes follow’d the Manufaéture out of Flanders, en-
couraged by the Gain, and wanting Employment at home.

Nor were thefe of the labouring Poor only, but abundance
-of the Mafter Manufaéturers, and of thofe the moft- skilful

in the Workmanthip; by wbom the People here were foon

inftructed and perfeéted in the Knowledge, not of the Art on-
ly in general, fuch as in the Sorting, Combing, Carding, and
.otherwife managing the Wool, in Spinning, Weaving, Knit-
ting, &’¢c. but alfo in the feveral kinds of Goods fitted for
the Markets, and demanded as well abroad as at home. ’
Thus the Englifb fecur’d the Trade to themfelves, and be=

came firft Mafters of the Woollen Manufaéure; and the ve-

sy Flemings themfelves, who had for fo many. Ages eat the
‘Bread out of their Mouths, were now their Affiftants and In-
ftrudtors, in compleating them in the Knowledge of Dretling,
‘Sheering, Perfelting, and Finifhing the working Part ; thou-
fands of the faid Flemings, and their Families, coming over

Hihet {5 Work, and feiiing among therh, and whiofs Pofie-

-~ tity became Englifp, imimediately after them,. fearcely. refer-

Sng heir foréign Narmes, or changing them, to conceal their
_ Fot it is to'be obferv’d, that it wis not fo eafy a Matter for

~ ‘Foteigners to be naturalized among the Englifb in thofe times,

88 it is now, which made thofe that found .means to fettle
- -here, and turn their Hands to the Manufature, fake what
- Gare they could to conceal themfelves, and fo to.change .their

ir-names, Ot at leaft fhorten and abridge them into differing

‘Sounds, tha thiey might be made to (peak Englifh as much as
p'ofﬁble, thg}; 1s\tofay, to foundhke Eng/(/bg /gorExamPIGQ
Jean dé Somieres would be called Fobn Sommers; Guillanme de
- ;2 ’f"’?")’} L?//;g;;"g Trirner; Eﬁié};ﬁge D’ Anvers,Stephen Danvers;
* Jaques de Frangsiemont, Fames Franks; and fo of the reft; by

fently tarn’d into Exglih.  And thus of thofe who had two

letnifo, Dutch, and Walloon N ames were, pre-

hlin, ¢ 4 Cieryertet.. LT T,
‘or thiee Chriftian, Names (as is common among Foreigners)

they tarn’d the fecond Chriftian Name into a Sir-name, and

from thence *tis faid we have fo many Families of fuch Sig-
‘Rames among us to this Day; for Example, Fean Fagues de

Btromeir, 1eaving out the Sir-name, was called Fobn Fames;

G"’”‘mme ;?a'cqb Van Platten, William Facobs 3 Gritllanme
Henry de Villasgen, Willion Henry s 5. Guillann

;

/5 .and many. more of this’

kind; as we find the French Refugees of the laff Age are do-

ing at this very time; Fean de Morlaiz is now by Morley;
3ud but the other Day, Fagues de Guiloze call’d himfelf. Fontes
Gill, and the like is done every Day, fo that the Families ate
o, more known to be foreign. Bat this is a Digreffion. .

., We find very little upon Récord, relating to the Wool. be-
Ing carried into Flanders after this ; or of the Flemings making
‘broad Cloth and Stuffs, nor indeed are our Laws much con-

cerned about thofe Affairs, except that King Hesry VII. to-

‘wards the End of hisReign, had fome Laws made t0 regulate

the Leéngths and Breadths of the Cloths made here, in order to
bring: the Clothiers into a Regularity of working, and.that the
feveral forts of Goods fhould be all alike, equal to ope ano-
ther, and as near as poflible of an equal Goodnefs and Value;
fo to eftablifh the Price, of every kind- at Market; and pre-
vent Frauds. - , >

. Hence came the fixing of Marks and Seals.to the Cloths

at firft, every Maker firiving to add a Reputation to his own

‘Manufaéture, and pretending it to be luperiour in its Finenefs

Q;'r“(_;}.b'qu}@fs,, to his Neighbours, fet his Mark at the -End,
wrought into the Cloth, in fome different Colour,;: or, (as af~
-er fome time was pracis’d) 1I)Jeadf:n Seals, with the Maker’s

Name, =
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Name, and the Weight of the Cloth ftamp’d upon them ; and
‘hence after fome time the feveral Towns and Corporations,
denominating the Manufadture from the Place, obtained Pri-
‘vileges and Immunities, Powers and Authority to regulate
~the Length, and Breadth, and Goodnefs of the feveral Manu-
faltures made in thofe Towns relpeétively, ffamping the Lea-
~den Seals with the Town Marks or Arms, as at Colohefler, 4t
Norwich, at Leeds, and feveral other Places. ="'

~ Itis'true that in this Interval between flopping the Wool |

-from being exported, and bringing the Manufaétare at home
to a Perfection, two Inconveniences happened.” =~
- 1."The King’s Revenue was greatly impaired, and even
‘the Parliament were put to Difficulties for Ways and Means
upon extraordinary Occafions to raife Money for the King’s
-Bufinefs; for the ufual Fund for raifing ‘Money, when the
‘ordinary Subfidies, T'enths and Fifteenths were not fufficient,

- was by granting the King twenty Shillings or forty Shillings,

as the Publick Occafion called for it, upon each Pack of Wool ;

whereas now the Wool being detained at home, the Clothiers.
- paying no Daty upon that which they bought at home,

nor any Tax upon the Cloths when made, the Revenue to the

~Crown. was ftopt at. once; and this perhaps might be the

reafon, that notwithftanding the Prohibition in Henry VII’s
‘time, which perhaps was temporary and fo might be ‘expir’d,
‘we find the Wool was exported again to Flanders in the
‘Reign of King Henry VIII; and in the Fourth of ‘King
-Edward V1, we find mention made of a sl Fleet of fixty
Sail bound to Awrwerp, which I take to be partly alfo occa-
fioned by this next Article, viz. -

2. That the Clothing being yet young in Englazd, tho’
greatly improved (confidering the time it had been fet up in)
‘the Manufacturers werenot able to work up thé whole Quan-
tity of Wool which grew in England, and fo the Govern-
ment was obliged either to allow or wink at its being car-
ried abroad, as it certainly was all the Reign of Hewnry VIII,
and of Edward VI alfo, tho’ in the {aid fourth Year of E4.- VI
they confulted much upon ereing a Mart for the Englifb
Cloth and Block Tin to be eftablith’d at Souzhampton ; fo that
‘none:of thofe Goods thould be fold at’any other Place, for
‘the South-Weft Parts of Exgland, and at -Hzll for the North
Parts ; this laft to accommodate the Merchants of the Eaft~
Seas called the Haus, and alfo for the Eafe and Advantage
of the Northern Clothiers in Ewngland ; for that it was ob-
ferved even then, that the Clothing T'rade flourithed in thofe

~early Times in the Weft-Riding of Yorkfbire, viz. at Wake-

Jfield, Halifax, Leeds, &c. more than in any other Part of E;;}gilmd.

 However, 45 I have faid, that the Clothiers ‘were not yet
able to work up all the Growth of the Wool.in England; fo...

there feemed to be a Neceflity to let fome Part of it be fent -

abroad ; yet it was refolved in King Esward’s Council, it ..

feems, to ftop the Fleet which was juft then going for Amswerp, -
and-to have the Wool kept at;home, to encouragé the Mart

intended to be ereed at Southampron: But the Fleet was failed

out'of Dsver Harbour, and out of the River of Thames, before
the Order of Council was pafled, and could reach them ; and

after, thofe Refolvesicame to Nothing for that time. -

“In‘the next Reign, Philip 11,King of Spain, marryingQueen = -

{o the Wool wentaway; and the King’s Death folloWib'g_foon !

Mary of England, it was not to be_ expected that a Prohibi--
tion fo much to the Prejudice of the T'rade of the Neiher-
lands, which were King Philip’s proper Dominion, fhould pafs |

for that Reign; : _ | '
frequent Occafionr to mention as we go on.

-in England; fo that we have Reafon to believe the Prohi-
bition of fending Wool over the Seas, was at lealt {ufpended .
' nd what happen’d in the next, we (hall have' -

~ “Thus you fee the Infant State of the Woollen Matufd<"

&ure; from what rational Meafures it received its firft Eucou- -
ragement in England, and how gradually it came ouj;. for

we 'muft alfo obferve, that as it was a thing of vaft Magni-"

tide, ‘as ‘well ‘as ‘of the utmoft Importance to this Nation,

fo it was not eafily, much lefs fuddenly, brought to Perfeéti-
on; the Stream or Channel of {o great a Commerce was not
foon changed, tho’ our People came into it with Chearful~ .

nefs, and made wonderful Progrefs for the time; yet This
Rome was not built in a Day, it-was many Years, nay Ages,
before it came to Perfeétion. ~ =~ °

~ Thefirft Beginnings. of it I take to have been in the Reign,
of -Edward 1V, that is to fay, of its being attempted by pri--

vate Flands: The firft publick Countenance it receiv’d, was:at
neareft about the Year.1480, in the time of Hesry VII, and
it was from thence to the Year 1§60 (viz.) under Queen

Elizabeth, before it came to .its Perfeétion ; fo that it was.

above an hundred and twenty Years, as we may call it, in its.

fame which we have fince feen it arrive to.

It had indeed 'a moft glorious Patron (or’ Patronefs)
who not only pro-’

and Prote&or in Queen Elizabeth;

State of ‘Nonage, tho’ all the while encreafing and grow-
ing, and in a promifing View of a profperous Magnitude, the

moted and. encouraged it at home, but alfo extended the’
Trade for the Confumption of it abroad; for in her Time,

the feveral Branches of the Englify Commerce were exténded

iato almof} all Parts of the known World; ‘the Zurkey
| D2 Trade
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i Trade, and the Mufiovy Trade eftablithed;- the Colonies fn
i America difcovered and planted, by all which ‘the Woollen
Lﬁnﬁfg&grgﬂdbtaincd a Vent in foreign Markets, and thofe .
. - gtgat Branches of its Confumption, which have fince beenfo
i largé, and are Rill the molt confiderable, were firlt eflablifhed
;1 hertime, particularly (I fay) that of Zurkey and Mufeoyy.
But nothing contributed o effe@ually to the Profperity
. of the Woolleh Manufadture in this Natiou, and which
- may be faid (under the wife Conduét of that glorious Queen) -
| to compleat the whole Fabrick, giving the mortal Stroke
. to, unhinging the whole Trade in, and iutting it for ever.
I out from, the Low-Countries, as the long’ and bloody War
. between the King of Spair and his Subje@ts in thofe Comry.
{  tries,on account of thé Liberties and Religion of the People,
By this, the People were diftradted and feparated, the Now
i bility murthered, the Towns ruin’d, the Courtry plunder’d,
the United Provinces (now call’d the States-General) entirely,-
| broken off’ from the King of Spain’s Government; thoufands
§ of thePeople fled over to England, where they were kindly re-.
¢ ceived, - hofpitably relieved, “courteoufly eniertained, "and
i (which was above all the reft) encouraged to fet up thejr Ma-.

nufadtures in the Towns and Corporations, wherever they
pleas'd;: and this encreas’d and compleated the manufa@uring
Trade in E%Iwzd- _And thus we have brought it within.
View (at leaft) of its prefent State. ~ B

OF the Flourifling Circumfiances of the Englith Mariar.

- factures.in the dges paft, both Abroad and. atHomez-

“with a fummary dccount of its Gradations.
IT'.was not, to be reckon’d a fmall Part of the Encreafe of
- .the Woollen Manufa&ure in Exgland (confidering its Ori-
ginal was from Abroad) that it was made capable of fupplying
the Demands of the Home Trade, and was confiderable e-.
nough to cloath its own People: Nor was it upder aboyve
#n hundred Vears Improvement from its beginning, that this
could be attained to, as is Noted above, =~~~ '
“The Manufa@urers abroad not only out-work’d. us, byt
under-worl’d us; they made ‘their Goods both betser and

>
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that {till fome of the nicer and better Maoufactures were made
in Flanders and Holland, nor was there any avgiding it af;

firft.

“But when the Flemings (perfecuted and terrified by the Crys-
elty and Perfecution qgf t(he Duke D’Alva) fled oyer hither,
and Queen Elizabeth gave them Protegion and Encoursges
ment here, the Exglifb then became abfp}]ggg Mafters of the.
Manufaétures, and from thence we may Date the Perfection’
of their Skill; then all foreign Importation might be faid to
ceafe, and the carrying abroad of the Wool was madg Cri~.
minal. . S T

‘But let us fee how its Confumption went on.

1. At Home; the whole Country was cloathed, Poor and.
Rich; nothing o fine, but it was 0 be had in Glascefierfhire
and Wiltfbire, Waorcefterfhire and Barkfbire: Fack of New-
&ury was a Clothier fuperior to any that are to be found gmong. -
us at this Time, by many Thoufands, as MPD@Y went thens
and Mr. Kenrick’s Will, of St. Chriftopher’s (who was ori-
ginally a Clothier, and then a Cloth Merchant, dealing te

_Dort) teltifies how confiderable the Trade was by that Time,

? 3 .. d

and Cbarities, befides the Bulk of his Eftate. o
"2. But let us alfo take a View of its Encreafe Abroad,
from Queen Elizabes}’s Time, befides its being able fully to
fupply all the People at Home. -~ =

(viz, King Fames1.) when he left above 40000/ in Gifts

1. That Queen eftablithed a flourihing Company, called.
the Levant Merchants (the fame we now: call the Tzfr%.
Company) by which fhe extended the Trade of the Englifh,
for their fine Broad Cloths, into the feveral Cousts of Perfia,
Zurkey, and Egypz; for either the Queen, or-the Zxrkey (..301:11:.,
pany (I am not fure which) making fome Prefents to the
Grand Seignior. of fine Englis Cloth, of fuch exquifite
Workmanhip for the Finenefs of the Clogh, and of fuch.
beautiful Colours, being dyed Scarlet and Crimfon, the faid
Grand Seignior, and the Grand Vizier, caufed fing &Qbe{s_ or .
Gowns to be made of the faid Cloths; and alfo fine Viefts,
after their manner, which being furred. with Sables; and rich .
Furrs, prefented them much about the fame mmg-frpmﬁhe’:
Great Duke. (fo the Rz/fian, Emperor was then call’d) of X uf+
covy, made a moft magnificent Appearance; the.Grand Seig-
nior and. his Courtiers were fo, pleafed -with, them, that they

- foon became -the Mode or. Wear of all the great Officers,

and of the Grand Seignior himfelf, and’ fo again of the Vi-
giers or Viceroys of their remoteft Provinges, and; the fame f
at the Court of Perfig, " | o Thus
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Ttis in'a few Years, the fine Englift Cloth became the
Robes of Majefty, and (as it were) the Badge of Greatnefs -
and Glory, at Conflantinople, and at Ifpaban, at Alexandria in

Egypt, and at Aleppo in Afia, and every where elfe among the

Mahometans, where they had Money fufficient to purchafe
them; and thus it continues to this Day, which is ftill more
ftrange than all thereft.. - o I
~2. The fame Levast Company included the ‘Trade to Alex-"
ardria in the Mouth of the great River Nile, by which all’
the Country of - Egyps ‘was fupplyed ; and not only the great
Court of the Vizier of Grand Cairo, (Who, tho’ a Subjeét
or Slave of the Grand Seignior, yet keeps a Court almoft as

- great and as magnificent as the Emperor his ‘Malfter) but alfo

the fame Cloths were convoyed to Suez, a Sea-Port of the
Zarks in the Red Sea, and thence by Water to Fudde, or
fedds, the Sea-Port’ to the City of "Medina, the great Center *

of the Mahpomeztan Superfiition, where the Riches and Magni-

ficence'of their Priefts is not to be deferib’d; and where they

~ are ftill cloath’d in the fame manner, cfpecially on- their Days
- of Ceremony. v T e T TR A

3. The fame Levant Company extended the Trade for Ex-.
£l/b Cloth to the City of Fenice, at the bottom of the Adria-

‘zick Gulph, where they drove a very great and advantagious’

Trade; for I fappofe that the Trade of Smyrna and Scan-
deropm, and the Caravans by dleppo to- Perfia, were not at-
that time found out by the Exglift, but were carried on (if at
all) by the Merchants of Penzce ; who at that time engrofs’d
indeed all the Commerce of the Eaft, imported the Spices'and’
all the rich Goods of the Ixdies, by the Gulph of Perfia, and
by the Caravans of Baffira and Bagdat to_Aleppo, and fent
back by the fame Conveyance fuch Europear Goods as thofe
Countries demanded ; among which, the fine Broad Cloths of
England, foon after that time, began to be the moft acceptable, -
and were indeed of the greateft Value of any thing of that
kind in the World. -~ © : o
4. Liikewife in this Queen’s Reign, the Paflageto Arch-Angel,
or-the: White Sea, being difcovered, the Euglifp Merchants"
found ‘Means to carry on a Trade from that Port, by Water~

- Carriage, to the great City of Mufeow, a litile way excepted,

where their Goods were carried by Land about fixty Miles only,

" Here they alfo found a”Market for their rich Cloths, in the
great Dake’s Court; and upon this ‘a new Society for ‘Com-
merce was erefted, -ahd were call’d the Maufeevy Company ;-
who brought back a very gainful Return in Sables, Ermins, and -
other rich- Furrs, the Produce of the wild and barren Defarts -
of ‘Siberia and the Nurth. _, | N:B.

- mentioned above.

~ berg, Heffia, and fome part of the Lower Saxony,

. N.B. Thefe Mufcovy Merchants found the Way, fome time
. after this, to pafs by she gréar River Wolga, 20 Aftras

' can, and shence into the Cafpian Sea, an Inland Naviga-
tion (reckuning from Jerowflaw, where they firft em-

* barked their Goods) of very mear 2000 Miles vm one Ri< -

ver, vis. the Wolga; hence (unwearied in their Search
after new Worlds of Trade) they pafi’d the Cafpian,
landed in Georgia, pafs’d over the Mountains of Arme-
 nia, and reach’d into the Heart of the King dom of Perfia,

" where they found an extraordinary Reception, [old their

 fine Cloibs at an extravagant ,
even [urpriding to themfelves; and bronght back Bales of

agant Price, fuch as was

" raw Silk to'a very great Advantage alfo Jo that notwizh-

Slanding the extraordinary Charges of fo exceeding long
@ Trauel, shey made 4 very profizable Voyage.. ="

- Thefe two new Trades gave a very great Encouragement

to the Engli/h Merchants, and particularly to the Manufa-
€ture of Englfh Cloth, which now obtain’d fuch a Reputa-
tion over the whole T'rading World, that nothing ‘was e-
‘qually valuable in any, or perhaps in all the Courts of Egrope
and Afa. ' L L

" _3. In the latter End of this Qﬁeﬁér;_’l_s Reign, the fame MaZ

nufaltures’ were demanded in an exceeding rhannér in ‘the
Northern Parts of the Empire, and the Countries bordering

.on the Baltick; and this Trade naturally fell into the Hands

of the Hans, that is to {ay, the Society of Merchants ‘who

~ call'd themfelves the Hans, a Word fignifying a Brotherbood,

or an United Company ; and becaufe there were fo many (for

there was once no lefs than Seventy two Cities of them) they
‘were called the Hans Towns ; thefe carried on the Trade of
the North, as the Pexétians did that of the South and Eaft,

" By thefe Towns, the Englify Manufa@ute was indeed -

wonderfully extended, that is to fay, into’ all the Countries

in the Baltick, the Kingdoms of Denmark and Norway, the

Coalts of Mecklemberg, both the Pomerens, Pruffia, Coura
land, Livonia, Esfthonia, &c. and up the great Rivers of thofe
Countries, into the very Heart of the Empire, and of all the
Northern Countries; for Example,” =
. 1. By the City of Bremen, onc of the chief of the Hans
Towns, the Engli/b Manufatture pafled up the Wefer, into
all. the Circle of Wefiphalia, into the Countries of Lunen-

" 2. By
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- great Quantities every

and Spain, fo it wo_mle,rfully encreas’d the Brizifhb Commerce,
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3. By the City of Hasibiirgh, another of the Hans Towns;
théy had chie like Paffage ipibfﬁé Heart_of the Dominions n;%
thé Embpite, and even to the Héreditary Coutries of the Houfe
of Auftria; for the Elb carries its Navigation, by it felf, and
(");H‘ef I:iI agrgab:{e ZR*iv%rs,' into'and thro’ the Eléétorates of Sax~
ody and Brandeburgh, up €0 the great Cify of Pra
" 3. By'the Gity of Labeck, thé Capitdl and itft of the Hans
Towns, o all the Kingdom of Sweden; thac City having at that
timé the Poffeflion and Government of all Schones, and the
‘Wholé Cotmerce of the Kingdom of Sweden ; (whofe Power

in, Shipping was at that time very low) and the Hans were
‘Mifters of the Sea in all that Part of the World,
- 4.-By thé¢ Gity of Stetin, another Hans Town, fituate .

on the great River Oder, “and by which thie Stesiriers car-
ried on the like Trade into Silefia, Laufutia, Anfiria, and in-

6 Polawd. :

5. BY the City of Dasiizick, anothier Hams, aind by the

Tradé of that City upon the gréat River Viftala, the Engli

Manufaltures were fpread fiﬁ?o“ the' Hear¢ éti P:;‘la;id,' aﬁ%é’-
ven f%th‘e Fr“bﬁ‘fiefss( of Hungayia. -~ =~ 7
6. By all the Sea-Ports of Kouingsburg, Rigi, Rével
and Narda, and the feveral Riveérs cfall’g_" t’hégaD‘éi;‘é‘g,‘ ,fhé_ Nie;
nien, the Pregel and the Narve by all which, the Englifh
Metchaiits found an exceéding Vent for the Confumption of
the Exglifp Cloths, efpecidlly the Northern Cloathiiig  of
Leeds, Wakefield, and Halifax, call’d in geteral Yorkbire
Cloth’; which being riot 16 fine, or dyed in fuch coltly Coloirs
as that which was fold into Perfia, Mufcovy and the Levant,

-yet fuiting beft with thofe'Norchern Climates, thé Merchaits

fourid the Quaritities which fold there exceedin g great, and the
Price fold for very ericouraging. S
¢ France and. Spain alfo, tho’ the laft Wéé"géh%fa‘]ly} ém--
broil’d with Exgland almoft all that Reign, were yet (during
the rifing Profperity of the Exglih Manufa@ure) giad to
come-into the I'rade of it, and efpecially thie Former took off

eat Quantities every Year ; for Fradve bad not yet fet théir
Hands to work te imitate’ (much lefs to rival) the Exglifs, in
this pacticalar Piece of Improveiment. As for the Spansards,
the Peace or Truce: betweéeh’ Spain_and' the States-General,
which was firft fettled for twelve Years only, by which the
Spaniards were obliged to'acknowledge the Dazch, or United

Provtices, to be a Free State; as it brought on with'it a

Peace, or a good Correfporidence (at leaft) between- Englind
and

B S
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atid efpecially the Confumption of the Englifb Manufatures
fn all the Provinces of Exrope, where they had been obftru-
&ed (if ot prohibited) before. ,

Particularly the Duzch, by the Navigation of the Rbize and
the Maes (two great Rivers, and one of them, without Comi-
parifon, the greateft River for Trade and Inland Navigation
in Enrope) carried thofe Goods up into themiddle of the South-
ern Couneries of the Empire; for now the Englifb Woollen
Cloth was become the general Favourite of Ezrope, and the
Manufaétures of England were the chief Article at the great
Faits of Ausburg, Nauremberg, Franckfort, and Leipfick, the
greateft Marts of Eaurope at that time, if not in the World;
and which continue in a flourithing Condition to this Day,
tho’ fenfibly declining in that particular Article which was
their firit Rife and Foundation; I mean that of the Englifs
Woollen Manufacture, as I thall thew in its Place.

-By this means the Englift Manufacture, which the Duzch
at that time gladly promoted, extended it felf not only into
the feveral Countries adjoining to thofe Rivers, but into other
Countries, by the additional Help of other Navigable Rivers
running into them, or running thro’ other Provinces not far
from them; fuchas ' P
. 1. The Mofelle, falling into the Rhime at Coblenss, and ta-
king into it the Saar, by which the Trade was fupplyed into
Lorrain, the Country of Zryer, the North-Eaft Parts of
France, the three Bithopricks of Mezz, Tonl, and Verdun,
and into all that rich and fruitful Country between the Saar
and the Rbixe. _ _ S .

2. The Main, a River Navigable almoft 200 Miles, into the
Circle of Franconia, and to the Countries of Waurizbargh,
Bamberg, Baden, and many other of the moft populous Parts
of Germany, pafling then by Francfort an Main, and falling
into the Rbine at Mentz. , v

3. The Neckar, a Navigable River alfo, running thro’ the
fruitfu] rich Country of the Count Palazize of the Rhine, and
pafling by the Cities of Heidleberg, Hailbron, and the Moua-
‘tains of the Black Forefty and within a few Miles of the Ci~
‘ty of Ul upon the Dannbe, where that great River begins to
“be Navigable, and by which the faid Trade had a Communi-
cation with all the great Cities and Rivers of S#abia and Ba-
varia, and even down to Paffan, Lixiz and Viesna. o

4. The Aar, alarge River of Swifferland, alfo’ Navigable,
- which rifing out of the fame Mountains of the Grifonr, from
whence the Rbine it felf proceeded, pafles thro’ the City of

Bern, near that of Zarick, aéxd other confiderable Parts of

© - the
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the Swifs Cantons, and falling into the Rbine a little above
Bafle, carryed the Englifb Woollen Manufacture into the Can-
tons of Swifferland ; as it does now ferve, to our great Mor=
tification, to bring the like ManufaCtures now made in Swif=
Jferland, down into Germany, and to the great Fairs of Nx-

- remberg and Franckfors, where they Underfell and Supplant

us, as fhall be feen in its Place. .

~ In this flourithing Condition Queen Elizabeth left the Wool-
len Manufature of Exgland; being at that time not the great-
elt Manufaéture in Europe only (for fo it may be called ftill,

tho’ finking and declining a-pace) but the moft encreafing,

thriving, and rifing Trade (at that time) in the World.

- As the Woollen Manufaéture had thus besn about an’
- hundred and fifty Years in its growing and encreafing Condi-

tion, like a young Oak in the Woods ; fo now being grown
Major, or as we fay of Age, and out of its Nonage, we may
allow it to have continued above another Cencury in its
flourithing and profperous State ; that is to fay, it held
its own, and continued in its fall Glory, extended to an
infinite Length and Breadth, triumphing over the whole
World of Commerce, not rival’d, not imitated, I will not
fay, not envyed, but really not rival’d by any People or in

any Country in the World; no, not fo much as pretended
to be rival’d any where: And this lalt hundred Years which I

reckon to be the State of its full Glory and Perfe&ion, I
take to be from the Middle of

the End of it, viz. from the Year 1580, twenty Years before
Queen Elizaberh died, to the Year 1630, being the latter End
of the Reign of King Charles I1I. =~ '

Daring this time, the Manufa€tures were fo far from re-

ceiving any Blow, any mortal Wound or fenfible ‘Difafter,

either from abroad or at home, that the feveral Circumitances
relating to the Vent and Confumption of them concurred to
enlarge them and render their Condition yet more flourithing
and profperous, if that could be, than they were before. For
Example, _ ,

Firft, During that Interval of Time, many flourifhing and

now famous Colonies of Englifb had been fettled in America,

and in other remote Parts of the World; the Difcoveries of -

the indefatigable Adventurers of that Age; fuch as Sir Framcis
Drake, Sit Walter Raleigh, the famous Earl of Cumberland,
Captain Smith, and others, too many to name, by whom the

- Commerce of the Exglify was extended in a prodigious man-

<

ner, and their Dominions alfo; as in the following Countries
R 1. Virginia.

Queen Elizaberh’s Reign, to
the End of the Reign of King Charles 11. that is to fay, near
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X. Virginia 1. Barbadoes

2. New Eglard 2." Bermadas

- 3. Newfoundland 3. Nevis

4. Hudfow's-Bay = 4. Antegoa
3. New-2ork 3. Montferrat o
6. New-Ferfey 6. St. Chriftopher’s
7. Penfilvania 9. Famaica, &c.
8. Carolina. '

In all thefe, the fucceeding Generations have fo improved,

the Plantatiovs have been fo fpread, fo well managed, and the

Numbers of People are fo furpriﬁng!y‘encr.eafe.d, ‘that where-
as_in the Beginuing of King Fames’s Reign it is credjtably
affirmed there wete not Five thoufand People m,al}_ of them,
Negroes excepted, and not abundance of Them "Tis now as
creditably infifted upon, that there are not lefs than a Million

of Britifh Subje&s, Slaves included ; which monftrous En-

creafe is not only an Addition to the Greatnefs and Glory of
the Britifp Dominion and to their Comnmerce, by the immenfe
Retarn of their Produé to England, fuch as from the Continent
in Tobacco, Rice, Pitch, Tar, Turpentine, Train-Oil, Fifh,
Whalc:.-ﬁnS, Fusrs, Drugs, &¢. and tothe other Cplomes onthe
Iflands in Corn, Meal, Peas, Pork, Beer, Horfes, &’c. and frﬁom,
the Iflandsto England, in Sugar, Rum, Melaffes, Ginger, Cot -
ton, [ndico, Piemento, Cocoa, and many other valuable things.
I fay, this Encreafe of Peoplc is not only an Enf:reafe of Com-~
merce,in the Returns above-named, but it adds to the Confumps
tion of the Briti/h Manuf:Cures in an extraordinary manner ;
not only all that Million of People being to be cloathed from
hence, but that they have in all Places upon the faid Conn:
nent taught the Naiives of the Country to go cloathed alfo ]
and who are fupplyed with Manufaétures from  Exnglowd,;
all which is a meer Addition to the Trade, as well as to the
Navigation of Exgland, fince the time above-named ; nothing of
thofe Countries being then known, much lefsany Tradetothem.

It may be obj-éted, and has been pretended, that the firft

- Planters or Inhabitants of thofe Colonies coming from Eng-

lawd is no Addition; for that the fame Encreafe would have
beedd from them at home, if they had not gone abroad.

~ But as this requires a long and full Anfwer, fach a full An-
fwer may be given to it hereafter ; and particularly this, that

thofe Inhabitants generally going over thither in mean Cir-

cumftances, and growing rich there by their Induftry, have
quite altered the Cafe; and that the Encreafe of the fame
People, if it had happened, had probably been an linc:rg.atf?e1
o ‘ ‘ E 2 0




both of unprofitable Hands and Mouths; whereas here they
have been juft the contrary, and their Pofteriry being rich

and induftrious, have thereby encreafed the publick Wealth as

well as the Numbers of People: But this is not to the
prefent Purpofe. » : | k s

Itis certain, that fince Queen Elizabeth’s time, not our
Colonies only, but the whole Kingdom of Lingland is encreaf-
ed in Peoplein a wonderful manner; and that notwithftanding
the prodigious Numbers who we can account for, as deftroyed
out of the ordinary courfe of Nature ; fuch as by War abroad
and athome, Plague, Shipwreck, peopling of Irelasd, and other
Cafes, by which fome Millions may have been deftroyed, and
no doubt have been. ' \

All this Encreafe of People has been an Addftion to the .

Confumption of the Manufactures, and confequently an En-
creafe of it; and tofay, that the ManuiaCure was cncreafed by
its being fufficient to clothe the Inhabitants in Edward the
Sixth’s Reign, was to fay little or nothing, compared to what
the Importance of the fame Article would be now, {eeing we
cannot doubt but that there are at leaft Four Millions of

~People in the Kingdom of England at this time, more than

there were at the End of the Year 1500. S
"T'he firft Foundation of this Encreafe was, without doubt,
laid in the fixing the Manufactures at home, which were be-
fore fettled in Flanders, as | have faid ; and the next Step was
the Perfecution of the Spawiards in Flanders, mentioned alfo
above. 3 . o
. Thhe laft of thofe Articles, as fome are of Opinion, brought
over at lealt one hundred thoufand Flemings into England,
where Queen Elizabeth, far from being ignorant of the Be-
nefit that Numbers of People would be 10 her Dominions,
where fhe knew well there was Bufinefs enough to employ
them, gave them all imaginable Encouragement, appointed
them Churches, admitted them to fet up in Corporations,
exempted them from Taxes, and the like ; and we fee their
Pollerity here to this Day, diftinguithed by Name in many of
our Manufzéturing Towns, as the Rebows at Colchefter, the
ﬁe Vinks at Norwich, the Papilous at Canterbury, and the
IKe. - ] S I
I might give Examples of the cafual Encreafe of the Eng-
4o Manufaltures both abroad and at home; swithin  the
Compafs of an hundred- and twenty Years now pafled, from
the Death of Queen Elizaberh, as limited above, to this
time; all which may ferve further to prove the then flou-
tifhing Gondition of that ‘T'rade; {uch as the feveral F aétories of
o ' the
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the Englifb in other Parts of the World; and the Encreafeof

iJh and Portugueze Coloniesin America, which have {till
i‘iﬁifﬁﬂg /tghe Encreafe of the Manufattures of Great-Britain,
th.e Confump{i{)ll being f() . Vel'y greas am().ng th.OI.e‘NaElO.nS.
_ Hitherto then we have feen the bright Side of the Sub_;e&,
and have brou ght “the Manufaéture to its Meridian Height: -
It is only to be obferved as an Addition to what has been
faid, that as the Confumption of the Manufaéture encreafed
abroad, fo the Quantity made encreafed at home. The Ma-
nufaétures encreafing, the Manufalturers encreafed alfo; the

" Trade fpread at home in Proportion as it {pread abroad; and

that which was at firft the Work of a few Count-i.es.and Ci~
ties, became now the Employment of whole !_'“-rovmces.or
Divifions of the Country, being a kind of Diftri¢t confifting
of feveral Counties or Parts of Counties together. o
Thus the Manufadture, firft erefted at Norwich, {pread in

_a little after the faid time, over the whole Counties of Nor-

Jolk and Suffolk: As the Bay Trade of Colehefier, firft confined
to that Town and the adjacent Country, is now extended
thro’ the whole County, one of the largeft and moft populous
in England, The Clothing Trade erected firft at the ,Tow:ns; of
Oakz’:égbam, Reading, Newbery, and Andover, in the Coun-~
tries of Wiltfbire and Berk/bire,is now{pread farther into /#7lz-

Jhire and Somerfes/bire, extending alonga valt Traét of Ground

~all the Weft Part of England called, the Vale of White-Horfe, |

fromthe Edge of Gloucefter/bire to the fide of Dor[e{jbire,for near
igh' hundred Miles, thro’ the richeft and moft fruitful Vale in

and including the populous Towns of

Malmsbary Dewizes .

- Tedbury Bradford
Cirencefler Trowbridge
Szrond Fr‘oo,m. | - ’ _
Marbfield Warminfter — +
Caln Weftbury,
Chipenbam

And many more, with innumerable popualous ‘Villagés,

The like in the Clothing of Worcefler/bire, extended into the
Counties of Salop, Hereford, Gloncefler, and the Counties ad-
jacent.. : o -
_ Thus, T fay, the Manufacture flourithing abroad, fpread in
Proportion at home, ’till at lengthic arrived to the Magnitude

which we feeit in at this time, when its Body is faid to pe

too big for its Liegs; and the Multitudes employed in_,} are
“fuch,
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- broad, the Extent of it not being limited at home,

lers were allowed (o Carry back their Money unmolefted by

Rl B

fach, that at the fame time that the Markets are decayed a.

the Laws:
of Proportion have been broken; and tho’ the Sale has been:

leffen’d, the People have fill pone on - making, *ill ac-
cording to fome, the Quantity has been fuperior to what the
whole World could, or at leaft in the ordinary Counrfe of
Trade would confume. And this brings us to the prefent State
of the Manufi&ure, as it ftands abrosd juft now with refpe&
to the Sale, and as it ftands at home with refpeétto the Produ-
&ien, by which it" will be cafily feen, whether the Many-

facture as a Trade or as a Bufinefs s in a thriving or a de-
clining Condition. | o e

!

CHAP 1II

Of the Prefent State of the Britifh Manufacture, as
well abroad as at home s with 4 Juft Dednétion from
the Profpect of it to the Queftion in band (viz.) Whe-
ther it is in o Declining Condition or no. -

WE have feen fomething of the paft State of the Woollen
" Manufature : Queen Elizabet) brought it into a flou-
rithing Condition, in which it continued with feveral large
Additions to its Profperity, and a continual Encreafe of its
Magnitade, and of jts Contumption, to the Time of the late
Reftoration ; in which time if it funk in one Article, it rofe
in another; {o that we ‘might fay, it was always flourithing,
and was rather gregter than lefs a¢ the end of the next
hundred Years, than at the beginning ; chat is to fay, at the
g{egr 1700, than at the Year 1602, when Queen Elizabeth
ied. ’

Certain it is that the Confumption was infinitely encreas’d,

the T'rade abroad perfectiy good ; Experience as well as Hi.

ftory confitms that even ip the Height f the Confufions of the
Civil Wars in Englapd, the Trade of the Woollen Manufa-
€ure was flourithing and predigious great. Even during the
Time of the Sicge of Colchefter, when that Town was, as
it was called then, in open Rebdllion; the Neceflity of Trade
obliged the Befiegers to give the Towns-People Leave to
bring out their Bays to Lexden Heath, and to fell them to
the London Merchants, who came thither to buy; and the Sel.

the

&, s

“the Soldiers who befieged them. The Reafon was pls{fn ;the _
Demand from abroad made it neceflary the Merchants fhould -

e fupplyed, and the Trade ought not to be obftry&ed.
beNaF;rp (Yucl; was the Confamption of the Woolien Manufa-
&ture abroad, that all the Encreale of it at home was not fuf~
ficieot; bat the Irifs, encourag’d by the Merchaxlts,‘ and ha-
ving Plenty of Wool, fell into the Making Part, and in a
few Years Peace being reftor’d in thathgdom,’and the Eﬂg-
/ifb Inhabitants multiplying, the Wcollen Manufaé}ure came
(by the Induftry of the People) to be as great there, in Propor-
tion, as it was here, o : -
France about this time encreas’d in People, and flourifhip

in Peace under the profperous Reign of Lewis XIII, and the

exquifite Adminiftration of the great Richlicn, begao to ex-

tend their Trade; and the Demand they made of our Manufa=

&ure in that Reign, was prodigious great,

Bat here we muft make a full Point, and look a little into

the Trade as in a State of tull Perfetion, and flanding for

fome time at a Stay.

That Greaz Britain grew immenfly Rich in thofe Ages of

Trade, is not to be deny’d, or indeed difputed; we might
give a long Account of the Encreafe of her Wealth and
Riches, her Greatnefs and Glory, and how it was all rais’d

by, and the Effect of, her encreas’d Commerce; but it s too

long for a T'ra& of this Nature, it will be feen in its Confe-

quences, and in nothing more than in the prodigious Efforts -

made by the whole Nation, in the late double War, from the
Rewoluzion to the Peace of Utrecht 5 in which, let but the im-

~menfe Sums of Money which were rais’d upon Trade only

be taken Account of, and they will give us a fair Sketch of
the Improvement it felf. _ B
Nayl,) let the vaft Sums rais’d Annually, to this Day, by

- the Cultoms upon T'rade, fpeak fomething of the Encreafes

of it fince thofe Days. I need not enter into the Derail of
‘thofe Produétions, fuch as the Daties on Wines, Tobacco,
Brandies; Eaft-India, and Izalion, and Zarkey Importations ;
the Excifes on Beer, Ale, Malt, Spirits, Coffee, Tea, &¢.
which at this time raife fuch Sums, as no Nation in the World
can fhow the like of, and as this Nation never came up to be-
ore. | - |
f [hall clofe the Abftra& of it with this fhort Return of thelate
King Lewis X1V, to the' Account of the 1aft Year’s State of the

Woar inEnglawd; when he faw the Eftablithment of the Souzh<

Sea Company, and the Provifion made by the Parliament for
‘the old unprovided-for Debts, and for the Service of the grow-

I'ng
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ng Vear, both whick amounted to negrE‘le‘Ven Millions $er-
!l?;g -Yiars’um fo frightful, put into French Money, _that the -
Klﬁ’g upon fight of it, fpread out his Hands, and faid, I fee

%tis time 2o put an End to the War! I never believ'd thas Fn-

- gland. conld have made fuch Efforss as thefe let #s make Peace
V’ gpm the beft Terms we can. v

" But I come in the next Place to the declining Part of our

Trade, and to enquire where it began.

CHAP IV. o
Ho oma’ when the Britith Manufactures began to re
Hb;ez:"ée. fome Impreffion from the Influcnce of other Na-
© tions: And how they began to [uffer amy Leffening
“or Lofs from thofe Impreffions. | S

T'HE it Impreffion which the Britift Commerce felt up-
‘ ng t}fli;ﬁGertnefs of her Trade, and efpecially upon her
Manufa&ure, was from Ireland. .

as in. the latter end of the Reign of King Charles 11,that
Enlgtlz:? 1clriving\{'uch an encouraging Commerce in the Exd—
port of her Woollen Manufacures, the Gain of it ammﬁ}te _
th;e'lri/b Merchants not only to Export the like from Z'\?-‘-
land, but to encourage the People of Ireland, as well t.?‘e a-
zives as the Knglifb-Irifh (fo they call the Families rifen ;llp
there from the Engli/b Race) to puthinto it, and to fet u;; t ;
Working all manner of Woollen Goods made in Englan )
after the fame Manner, and under the fame Denoml_natxogs as
in England; with this Addition, that they foon found _t.emi
felves able not only to do it as well as in England, t.he cho
and the Workmanthip being (as. it were) the fame; but tl ?t
they were able to Make, Finifh, Export, and confequently
Sell at Market the fame Goods, as good, and much cheaper,
‘ nglifh. .

'thellr']‘lhtct:u;i'rﬁf:{2 ‘é’]éovc'ry' of this in England feem’d to be from

ification, firft found themfelves undqr»fo]d"i_n' the Mar-
ll{\é[g{t%:gﬂg;} ‘of the fame F abrick, of thelike Weight; Good-
nefs, Value and Colour, being afforded much cheaper than
’ . A

| ingland. » _ | .
frglr“x:ﬁls"‘ n\%:s”an Affliction in T'rade, and a very grlc‘:atF Déisfs.
pointment to the Merchants ; and, in its Turn, to theFa or d’
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- France, and from Spain, where our- Merchants, to their great

B2

and to the Manufa&urers in-;hze‘Country',‘ for Eip, Our ‘

Goods at the feveral Markets in France lay unfold; éxpedted

- Orders were ftop’d and interriipted ; the Merchants in rance
" wrote to Ireland for the Goods, the Markets were {upplyed,

and our Trade in a word decay’d. SR
~It'was not long fo here, but we began ‘to find the fame in
Portugal;, and at Cadiz in Spain, and at other ‘Markets, as at
Loghorn,- Me(fina, and the principal Potts of Izalys and’ thus
it was going on to be, in all other Parts of the World. ™ "7
- But this was not all; Misfortunes feldom come alone ; one
Evil generally follows in the Neck of another. About this

time Monfieur Colbers, that great and fiiccefsful Manager of
the Frewch Comimerce, after baving (with a moft happy and

wonderful “Advantage) put ‘all the Southern ‘Provinces of

Frante upon the planting Mulberry Trees, and raifing of
+ Silk ; obliging every Town and Village in the great Pro-

vinces of Langnedsck, Provence, Dauphirie, and the adjacent

Countries, to plant a proportion’d Number of Maulberry Trees
fofr'tﬁhe?_nouriﬂi?ng*Si'lk-wormfs, and by that means to eftablifly

a Fund for the Silk; he contrived the like; as far as in“him
lay, for the Wool,  ~ + . .0 TR
- But finding it impofiible to form a Produélion of Woaol in
France (tho’ he got over Sheep-from England, from Ireland;
and from Seorlend) and’ that he could pot make the 'Wools
come on or grow thére, as they did at home,-he then apply’

himfelf to theffetcl_ing'-Methods‘for-gettirig Wool from Exgs
lawd, and elpecially from “Ireland 5 by Thhis he immediately

fet up'large Manufaétures jn France, as at Ronen, at Caen,in

Poicton, Guienne, Nifies, and other Places, too many to enu=
merate; with this, and the Spanifb ' Wool, and fuch othep
Supplies as he got from remoter Places, he foon advanced in
his new Attempt, and made feveral forts of Woollen Manu=-
factures, and this in fuch Quantities, and fo well performed,
that we aw Frauce, in a few Years, able to fupply themf{elves
with Cloathing of their own Making, tho’® not of their own
Wool, and even to tranfport the Manufaéures they wrought
to other Places; where they were fold in the fame Markets
zitﬂh the Englib, to our great Mortification as' well as
Lofs. =~ 7.7+ : SR AR

~ Nor was this all; but fo far the French proceeded, that in
a few Years they fet up for Prohibitions, excluded our Mer-
chandizes all over France, and pretended to fhut us out from
their Markets, {o that we fhould not be allow’d to Import our
Goods any more into France. o . S
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. ' L | Jand: ad ‘we not foors.
,mzrh;:l;g?oaur felves Amends upon France, by Prohibiting -

yMIn! i ticularly their Wines,:

ir 'whole Commerce with us, particu ) 3 5y

gﬁ;die? thnnen’ and wrought Silks, four Articles in which
- . g Al

¢ was faid we took near two Millions Sterling from them

. ' re than all the Goods,,that,_the'y took from us
er O/lilflz]t:;tént,ol?ol "(:’ay, .had: we not done this, it muft havg ras,
im’ld our. whole Stock, by draining away fuch immenfe Sums.
:g Cafh as muft have been call’d off for the Ballance. = .

| tween England and France, in
- e began the Breach between  Lrng ‘ :
Poliietrof 'Cgommerce; and .as it came with a War, it lafted {o]

it is ne ? is ever likely tobe: The

it is not yet return’d, noris e .
gﬂ%ﬁoﬁf g?ihe Engzjlxran off from the French Trade, n_enher;
their Wines, or their Brandies, or their wrought Sllks,hag,e |
ever come into Ufe again here, and perhaps would never do.

fo again, tho’ the Trade were to be open’d; at leaft, it would

" not as it did before: Our Tafte is chang’d as to their Wines ;,

| ir Silks; and the
{ ions and Modes are chang’d as to their Silks; |
gs?hro[l?ea@e(:)i[r: of their Trade is turn’d (here in England) fo : ﬁs_
never to return into the old Channel again, no, tho’ the

. Trade thould be laid open, which yet it is not.

s a Bl ‘ ™ dvleffeﬁ’dk

a il this was a Blow to our Manufatures, an end

' thg3 (%:)t{:nfulm;tion of them abroad, and confequently tlﬁe Ex
portation of them at home; the Effe&t of which was, that un-

lefs fome new Vent of the faid Manufactures was found out

| d fome Hands
here would of neceflity bea Stop, an ands
?il;;(f)ta%e'tt:ken off at home; the %llmnl?tty mg:((’g;:lba‘tsozlsd ttg:
i ‘ he Markets abr uld b
Confumption abated, or elfe t ’ woule be
\ i d the Makers at home not be ‘]
B thele ff making, or be undone; and
1 off ;' thefe muft leave off making, orbeu »
: %’ngg;ﬁg o’ﬁ", ‘Making, the Poor (at leaft fo far) WOll\l/}(in?le-
undone ; for all Abatement ohr' IID)eCI;nxglg of the Man
i e of Ruin to the People.” *~ -~ -
faé"}l‘lcr)e;eltsnzdiegl:?s, Prudent Heads found out,olx;e 13&;3;::2
? i in its ki hat we may call a ate
Help, tho’ it was (in its kind) what e e oniting
‘ ly, a Cure by Amputation; it was in 8
ggg’ﬁiﬁbﬁ?, a vaft aer important Member of our Marﬂm’_
fature, viz. Ireland: The Cafe was thus: san
It w;s found that Ireland began to encroach, 1n a very dan:
gerous manner, on’ our Manufaéh;reé b):-i ru_:lhnmeg ﬁﬁcﬁvxz
*h of i i ‘ fort of Goods - there,
Branch of it, making every i | which the
7/ t home, and that in fo great a Quantity, tha
gzgii'{{j)txgﬁ; ?’upp]yeé their own Nation, anr{ fent over I%Ar[eaf
Qu);ntities hither, but that, as before, they fillI'd foreign Mar
kets with them, and even under-fold us abroad.

Upon :

- Upon this, and confidering the Abatement of the Con~
fumption by Prohibitions abroad, two A&s were pafled in

g”g land, for the Encouragement of the Englift Manufa~
ures.

_1..An A& to take off the Duiy". of ’TOnnag'e and Poun® .

dage, paid here upon the Exportation of the Woollen Manu-
facture, which being about 5 per Cent upon the Value, was
‘confiderable, and was done in order to bring down our Ma-'
nufactures at foreign Markets, fo as not to be under-fold by
the French or Dutch; which A& continues in Force; and all

our Manufactures are Exported free, to this Day. co

2. An A& to Prohibit the Zrifp Woollen Manufa&ures be-.
ing Exported to any Parts or Places beyond the Seas. This
was indeed a terrible Blow to the Irifh Merchants, and to the

Manufaéurers in that Kingdom ; but there was no Remedy: it . .

was apparent, that if the /rifp were foffered to go on, ‘they
would reduce the Manufaéture of England to nothing; as
well by their Cheapnefs, as by their irregular Working, being
bound to no Laws or Rules, to no Lengths or Breadths, or
other fuch Limitations as the Englifh are bound by. .~ = |
It is not my Bufinefs, nor have | Room here, to enter into
the Reafons or Arguments made ufe of on one Side or other,
at that time "tis enough to my prefent Purpofe, that fo it was,
and that Exgland found her felf under a Neceffity of taking
tha:) Step with Ireland, however Hard or Severe it might feem
to be. .- | ‘ | : | |

~ Nor can I enter into an Account of the Linnen T'rade, efta- -
blithed on this Occafion in Ireland, by the Englifb, with the
feveral Encouragements given to it in the late King William’s
Reign, being as a kind of Equivalent to the Irifk for the heavy.
Article above, and which is fince that grown up to an unex-

- pected Height there, and by particular Encouragements in

England, is become much more of an Equivalent than was e-
ven at firft hoped for ; but that is not our prefent Enquiry; I
return to the Cafe before me. - o ‘ 3

~ This Stop of the Exportation of the Woollen Manufa&ure
in Ireland, was a fenfible Relief to the Englifb Trade, and for a
while the Manufa&ures flourith’d again ; and tho’ the Frewnch
encroach’d (in a furprizing manner) upon us in fome foreigm,-
Markets, yet there were fome particular Articles which en=
creas’d our Confumption too very confiderably, and thefe
ought to be mention’d, becaufe I muft do Juftice as I go, and’
let it be fairly feen where our Manufature found fome Helps,
as well as where it felt its Decay; where it was reliev’d, as-
well as where it was wounded and hurt, ‘ o

Fa Befides
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Befides this violent Step for the Relief of the Manufadture,

it had had three Additions or Eucreafes in the ordinary way of

Commerce, which were exceeding great, and which in'their
Turn greatly encouraged the People, and fupported the Thing
as a Manufaéture or Employment. - : 5

" 1. The Trade to Porzugal, the Encreafe of which has been
{o furprizing great, and began to be fo about the beginning of

~ the firt War, that it was apparent in the Second War. the
- Export of Britift Manufatures to Portagal, from England,

was greater than the whole Export to Porzugal and Spasu to-
gether ‘'was before. . , B I
2. The Trade to Manfcovy, which by the Conquefts of the
Iate Czar in the Baltick, his building the Port of Petersburgh,
his altering the Habits and Cloaths ofall bis People, and fe-
veral other Encouragements given by him to Trade in Ge-
neral, and to the Exgl/ifp Commerce in Particular, opened a
new Door to the Confumption of the Brizifb Manufacture,
where there was none before. | o |
3. The extraordinary Trade to Jamaica, By what Ways and
Means our Merchants found it praéticable to eftablith fuch a
Commerce, it is not my Bufinefs to defcribe ; but this is certain,
that during that Wur our Trade to Famaica was fuch, that
the Number of {Ships ufing that Trade wasencreafed to more
than four times what they were in a tew Years before the
‘War ; and that this Trade has continued to this time, or ’till
within a very little while (viz.) ’iill the Spanifh Guard de Co-
22’5, or-craifing Ships of War, rook upon them to keep a bet-
ter Liook-out than formerly, and interrupt it. Whether this
“Trade was juftifiable by the Terms of the Treaties fubfilting
between Greas-Britaiz and Spaiz or not, is not to the pur-
‘pofe in this Place: I may perhaps grant it was not: But ’tis
the Faét, not the Legality of it, that I am now Enquiring a-

bout, and in that Pare I am fare of being right.

a great Addition to the Confumpiion of the Woollen Ma-
nufatture of Eugland, and by thefe Helps, the Lofs of the
Freuch Trade was for fome Years the lefs feltr, if perhaps
at all. o | o

Difcourfe, I may add, for the fake of the Argument only,

‘that feveral other Branches of our Exportation feemed to have

‘been encreafed in the fame Space (wviz.) the laft thirty or forty

. Years,and that not in a trifling mauner, but very confiderably 3
particularly to Leghorn, the Trade of that Port being exceeding-

ly advanced during the various Turns among the neighbours

ing

. Thefe three Articles of Commerce may be allowed to make.

~And that I may give a fu]i Latitud,e to this Part of our

| L 37] T

ing Powers, and particularly occafioned b ‘the 1a

- S ) el A te -
Mions in Spain, Naples, Sicily, .and thar, W»G?C in P,,',mcgf,’? x;uld
 Milaw, and other Parts of Z e Improve
ments among the lzalians, which we are not parti
Jggigcs of : Be it which way it will, ’tis evident }t)g:: ]E;];(r)z
tations of Britifb Manufaétures to Leghorn are more th
“.double to what they formerly were. oo

I might inftance likewife in the Encreafe of our own Go- .

lonies, which is very confiderable in the Iaft. thi '
forty Years, as may be proved in many partich?ar tgllrrtzugf
ftances in their Trade, and efpecially by the Export of Britifp
.quuf:a&.ure§ thither, which is the Point I am upon, and
which is manifeftly encreafed, as well to New-England and to
Virginia, as to Carolina in particular, and to other Places,

But I need not enlarge upon thefe things; for were the En-

creafe of thefe foreign Confumptions much greater than it is,

and were the Places, where that Encreafe has been, five times

larger than they are, the declinin
‘\ ] : clining State of the Manuf:
Z‘v’r?duldtm” :e c1111ad'cdout, grom other oppofite Circumﬁa;l‘:::s?t‘gg
evident te be denied, and too ftrong to be balance |
Advances, 1 $19190 THOW 10 be balanced by thofe
- £irf}, the unreafonable Encreafe of the Quantity made is |
. - S . 3 t

be confider’d, the growing Condition of (t%e Ma‘);mfa&:ulre 1’(;:

felf, in which we may venture to fay there are fome Circum-

Ttances that not only. will not be equall’ iti
. nat n quall’d by any Addition
Commerce either abroad or at home ; but, to prak boldly :)(f

1t, would not be equall’d, if all the Nations to whom ‘our |

:quqfaélure is exported, were to encreafe the Confumption
of it in proportion to that of Portugal or Leghorn, as above

e is ewd.ent our Manufaéture is encreafed to a Degreé ai-
moft inexplicable, infomuch that it is in itfelf too great for
the Confumption of all Ezrope. Now it feems a little of a
Paradox that I fhould bring the Encreafe of the Quantity as
an Argument to prove the declining of the Manufa@ure that
1 encreafed: But a little Refletion will fet thas Part to
rights in your Thoughts, and the Difficulty will immediately

- vanifh.

In fpeaking of the Manufa&ures as Declined, we |
.fgeakmg.of,, the Quantity made, but of the Quai;tityéﬂtfg 'n(f:
1f you will, we muft change the Terms, and diftingunith betwixe
the Woollen Manufaéture as a Work or F abricature, and as
a Trade. There may be as many Goods made in Eﬂ"é‘lﬂﬂduaﬂ
ever, but if there are not as many fold as ever, the Trade will
be allowed to decline; nay, the more there is made, the more

the

ombardy; alfo by fome Improve. .




t‘ﬁe Manufa&ureis declined if they cannot be fold, becaufe the

" Quantity becomes a Grievance to it felf.

~If it be apparent that the Quantity made, encreafes fafter
than the Quantity fold off, or that there is more made than "

can be fold, the Manufa&ure is under evident Difcourage-
ment. On the other hand, if there are more made and lefs
~ . fold, that Difcouragement encreafes to'a Diftraltion ; the

- Manufaéture languifhes, and is in_a kind of Dropfy,
where the Repletion exceeding the Evacuation, the Body
. fwells in Bulk, but declines in Strength, anddies of the worft
" kind of Confumption. co B S

There is no queftion but that upon the apparent Encreafe
of the Manufactures in Ewngland, during thofe many Years
mentioned in particular as above, the great Advantage made
by that T'rade, and the vaft Eftates acquired even by the Ma-
‘nufaéturers themfelves in their ordinary Bufinefs, encouraged

- others to fall into it, and even encouraged thofe that were

in it to enlarge their Bufinefs, to launch out as their

‘ . * Stocks
~ encreafed, farther and farther,into that Trade. :

-~ This Humour continues to. this day, and is now become
the great Grievance of the Manufacture in general ; and will, .

if not timely prevented, be ruinous to the Trade in the End,
as -1 thall make appear in its Place.- 7 C |
-+ 'While the Manufafture was in its full Extent abroad,

‘while it was the Miftrefs of the World in Trade, had no
Rivals, and no Attempts were made to mimick it, or imitate

it, but that it had an uninterrupted Sale abroad; the Encreafe

of the Quantity at home wasfar from being a Grievance, either
to the Country or tothe Trade; and during the happy Years
of its thus currently going off, vaft Additions to the Quantity
were made at home, fuch, as if you will give Credit to fome
People, would in a few Years have glutted the wholc World
with our Goods, tho’ there had been no Check given to the
Vent of it abroad. N SR
- Ieould give a long Hiftory of the Encreafe of the Manu-
faCture in Ewgland, I mean, as a Work ‘or Fabrick; even
whole Towns, nay, Parts of Counties, have, within the Me-
mory of fome flill alive, been employed in it, who were ne-
ver employed before. ' -

I could likewife enter into the Dertail of the Changes and

Turns which the' Manufs¢ure it(-If has fuffered by changing
the Kinds, as particularly the changing the Clothing or Cloth-
making into the making narrow and lighter Kinds of Cloth,

fuch as we call Druggeis and Kerfies, infiead of Broad-cloth, -

in
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in the Weftern Parts of Ex Jand, fuch as the Counties of-
Wilss, Berks, and Devor aﬁgd Sagathies and Duroys, a th?tf' ‘
and light fort of Stuff,  inftead of thick Cloth-Serges, at

Taunton in Somerfetfhire, and other Parts adjoining ; by whieh .
Exchange of Kinds, it is'the Opinion of many Men of Judg-
ment,. the Englifi Manufadure in general has fuffered ex-
tremely, anda Door opened to the Attempts of .F oreigners, who
encroached upon us by thofe Imitations and Delufions, but
were. not able to. come up to us in the eflential Part of the

Manufa&ure (v7z.) the Clothing Part. The Cafe ‘was thus; ... -

. The French were the fift who, as I have faid, fet up to
rival our Manufactares, and having gotten Workmen as well

- 8s Materials from Eungland, they fet up a Cloathing Manufa--

¢tare as well at Rouen and Caern and other Places in Norman-
;’%', as at Nifmes and the adjacent Cities in Langnedock and
rovence. <~ . SR - R
- But the French (according to the known fuperficial Humour
of that Nation) contenting themfelves with keeping up to the

- Standard of Broad Cloth in Languedoc only; becaufe they

were oblig’d to follow the Pattern of the Englifb there, for
the Turkey. Trade; in other Places "made i(g{i,;;ht,‘ l(;Ofe,'
and fpongy, thinner in Subftance, and flighter in Workman=
fhip; and this not being able to carry the Breadth of the Broad
Cloth, they alter’d to the ufual Stuff Breadth of half Ell, or
half Yard,' as their ordinary Stuffs were made. .
Thefe they call’d Cloths at firt ; bur feeing they would not
keep up the Credit of that Name, as the Engli/b Cloth did ; they
gave them feveral Names from the Towns or Counties -
where they were made, fuch as Drap de Normandy, Drap de
Berry, Drap de Lorrain, and fo of the reft. - ) .
Had we let the French g0 on their own way, and kept up at
home to the old Exglifb Manufaéture of Broad Cloth, the

~ French to this Day had" been diftanc’d in- their new Attempt ;

but with a Weaknefs, never to be defended, while they with
Difficulty followed us, we faced about, and fimply followed

‘them.

" They brought théi:: Silk'Stdﬁ's, ,andHS ani/b Drug ets"and
light thin l?'remb Serges, into Wear, anj:i izﬁl) F aﬂ%lgon;, and
they were in the right, becaufe they could make no better ;
We, to Ape them in their Mode, fall into the fame forts of

- Stuffs, and fo made that, which was their Neceffity, be our

Mifchief. ‘ o , . L

. By this Means, not only we wore their forry flight Ma-

nufattures, and even brought them privately from fiance it .

felf, but (fond of our own Mifchiefs) we quit the Broad
Cloth,

- R T
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Stoth. the ancient Glory of England (as to N,Ianufa&l;_re)
C'lc(i)'ﬂfj’ll'tihnet: ?rféerflrgalgng Zf light Stuffs tor Men s;W‘eari =th1
the Ra of our own Manufatures; as much as in us ‘lay {
tf?)i tht,l:’g ‘new foolith’ Things geither cﬁ}pggégtifynoefq?hae”
ands, -or confum’d an equal Q y of the
Num?el:xogot}édxﬁz:hotrh:y accommodated the Fre;gc,’a, }W{;O;
WO(', ‘ l: ]-d at firft a Number of skilful Workme.n»fo make’
meither aa' Quantity of Wool to make them with; but in’
‘ 't‘hem, Ur'v'&?‘eakén’d: our ‘own Country,-)f’c_)'r this atpnq%
gf&g’dfﬁe Wool to lye on hand unwrought, and_thoufand_s_o .
% loy’d. L .
P(’.?‘Z;Ojga? ?ig;gtér of ‘this Doeb?uche% in 'll;orz?: Igf;oe; ef;ucl:g
" 5t mieh call’d) was one D’ lyly, a Warehoufe-
23}%2‘. Sveh:? lval)tling bim(elf upon that for VIV\II“Ch hbc:3 (;;:ggz
g o e e s D, boaied o o
infamous, and his Houfe be made a Dun e Maius
it, ’d bis new French Mimickry of a Manus

}VI 53:@3290;};’1; Stauffs; and fuch was the Var_n;y ?af ;?\:
]a)a tﬂat we faw the whole Town, nay, we nﬁ}[g tufayél fhe
h?),le' Nation, run into them, and the ancient . 2%;7 ure
Wf Broad Cloth lay by the Walls; the fubftantial Vo hen
?) ap s had nothing to do, no Trade at their Shops :{{[1 | the
” rapesrmﬁleham D’0yly had his great Ware-hou efnea;:
nEe;Zter-Excbmge in the Strand, throng’d with Buyers from:

Morning to Night, and the Man got an Eftate in one:S_uz‘n’a: .

m?:,iss";l;trlae'?eéod, and a hard Winte;, fh;)_tﬂd h?g: éf;se'l;‘ll:;ni;%

' hile they livej , -of

of the poor Manufaéturers, while e ot 1o
Froft (falling in immediately upon i |

;;hoeoc% r:?;nl;lmclogthingg'l’rade into Mode again, and fet the

Poor at' work in fome tolerable Degree, fo at_lea& as toj.rf": ,

- lieve them for that time.

* But this unhappy Humour reviv’d fo far, as brought out

i 7 of i iddle Kind, be-

: ‘ > to the way of making a mi _ ) D€

%iggfﬁgi;r;;g Stuff, fo as on one Side to fuit t}}e Igl‘:‘f

mate, and yet (as near as might be) on ,the cher?k to (I)) o

the French F olly alfo, and tgs mtrodut:1 dthtehefel‘?eiialln%ﬁnds 8

i 1roys, an $ ot

ets, Sagathies, (;hamlegs, uroys, and t ere) made War

? th which we have (as it w e

'elrlx susi'tgfg;l ?\fiilanufa&ure, and joftled the Broad C.lot_t_x. a;‘s

w!‘tch(;s we could out of the World; fo thatin fhort, if thokg_

?im;\t things which the French made, becaufe they coqldégine-:

n% better, did not become the univerfal g/{og; 1(1)11;; ngrx soun-

the better and more important Clo , on wl

':?c;’v?rggle Nation depended, go quite out of ufe, it was Q?g;

of cur Fault.

yohe Trutt'is, tho’ the firft'Madnefs wore ff;
D’0yly Staffs it d'little’ time did ficken’ and“glut the' T >
yet This is cértain that the weating of- Drugget ' and: Styffy” -
Ghamlets and  Duroys; and fuch-like flight' things, ways g ter.
rible Blow to the autient Clothing Manufacture ;"to “thiis:Day
it has not recovered it, and pethaPs néver will, . - o

““Thus far the' Manufa&udre declined. by-our Own' Fsify: ¢ -
is trae indeed ‘that “thefe flight- thin Stuffs, ‘tho’ they: did' Hop

cotifume {0 iich’Wool, or-employ fo: many ‘Hands'as ‘the

Glathings'yét, a5 ihéy fent the People dftrer to Market, the -
Quantiry ‘n.ade feemed to be fome-Athends to the Marufa: *
&ure, and to'the: Poor; But theny they ‘opened-a Door 1o the
Fi"éka‘b‘VtO‘:lﬁénzv their ﬂ!ght, halfmade‘ Goods' athrcfgnMaf-
fafture  of Broad:cloth: had been' kept up)-'the ‘French ‘would

never have been gbléﬁt’o'haveh“ur‘t:-ﬁg;; at home ' or abrdad. - -+

"Bift this‘is: ‘not ally i I fhall give'you a: farther"
the ‘Declining of the! Manafacture'ini:its ‘Sale ‘abi
the Reafons of itiin particular, more tuiiious than
I'muft take notice’ too; as I have faid above, how ';‘he‘«‘Ma?k;ﬁgTz ‘
encieafed, whether the Sale: encreated: ‘of no ;' and ‘this: we"
fhall i give you fome: hgaﬁfwem’i‘afeiEﬁdén’ée' of'in 3'few Ex-
R T L SRR E T P S A L PE B OO R AR P b
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. Firft,  Upon this unhappy falling into the-"Frenéh Fathion
-of wedring Stuffs'inffead of Broad<cloth, ‘I mean forsthe Mens
Wear, a firange" anth fudden Metamorphofis i T'ride follow-
ed here in Londsie, -~ 00U e e
Spistlefields had been eminent for many Years*for the Silk
Ma‘hﬁfa‘_&ure,-énéo‘uté’ge'df‘ahd greatly encréafed by the’ coming
over ‘of theFrexch Refugees in-1683 t0'1684, and the Nam-«
bers of* People - encreafing there, the Buildings likewife en-
creafed; fo’ that what with Ribband-Weavers “and - Broad-
\ _ave’r's',?-fitiwa‘s’?gcnétally‘faid there " was an-hundred ‘thoy-
fand Weavers in Spittiefields and the adjacent Streets. - .
But the Trade was not equal to the Numbers of the People, -

the ;Streets ‘began to be defolate, ‘the' Houfes empty, and
the People fhifted about to other Places and to other Employ-:
ments, as Occafion ‘fupply’d them ; wlien all on a fudden, we'
were {urprifed to ‘find :Wool‘-.comﬁers{and Staplers fetting up
il Spirtlefields, and Shops beg n’ there fc ‘
Yarn and for’ comb’d” Wool, and ‘abundance. (of the French-
Womenefpeeiallyé) ‘'went {pinning about the Streets. This was
employedat firft among the Stocking-Weavers or Frame-work-:
Knitters,” which Manufaéture, about: that time, took a new
Turn all oyerEngland, ﬁm?; Knittingto ‘Weaving or Frame-

making,

“and the
‘own, ..

this: But hgre



thoft

I id ' : ‘: 43 j —

waking, 10 the great Liofs of the Poor in the Countries where
é%aqas‘fvgcéénmauyf made, where many thoufands were,

Srmerly: employed in Knitiing, but now were quite ftruck out.
ﬁ?%?\m)d? b; the Grofs of the Stockings. being wrought
in the Framé. oo
mﬁ‘f‘?’iis“seg‘aﬁ the Woollen Trade in Spitglefields 5 but
wehen,the D?0yly Seaffs had, as 1 bave f3id aboye, [pread the
Town, and the Humour_continued for fome;time, Spizsié~
aw.it.as. fu)l of Stuff and. Worfled as before of Silk, the
' SIEW sqvers turned. their- Hands to the narrew Woollen
Ma; lufactures, and the Quantity: of thofe. Manufaétures now:
‘ma e there of almoft all: Kinds, efpecially {uch as. Were for~
mé[ly Wadeat Norwich and, the Parts gdjz}cem;ﬁ& is. ..fll,C.hﬂ, that:
in.a word, Spislefields is beqome the principal Seat or Genter.
of thofe, Manufactures in Esgland; and.yet the, City of Nor-.

awjch, as, above, is fuppofed. 1y be in as. full . Employ as ever,

of at lealtas ufnal; fo that thiswhole Manufa@ure of Spiteles:
fields, is:an Eucreafe upon the; Manufaure:in general, and.

 ifields took another new Ty, and in qpe - Year more wo.

" “muftbe anfwered for by, a proportioned Sale {omewhere or.

A - ' - . elle. i - the 'k ".gt.qo,'l
other, abroad. or.at home, or-elfe fo far_the Encreafe is to
great for.the Confumption; and is-not a Benefir but a Liofs te.
the Manufadture, and adds in the worf@ mauner to its. decli-.
ning Gircumftances,; . -l et |
Druggets .and other, Goods. ereéted in feveral Towns . and
Plﬁc%%ixi‘Exgland within thefe few Years, where no. fughioF.

T conld give you.a like Account of lar(ge Manufadures of
L s Ot ; : c

 other Woollen, Manufagbuzes worth naming in, this cafe were

‘‘‘‘‘

ample.:. But this. of ; Spiztlefields is fo flagrant. an Inflance

: adiotons Work i  carried OR, and: where,
~where. fiagh a prodigious Work.is now carried. o, anc Whgie,.
within,the Memiory, of the. Writer hereof, no Woolten. Mar.

wroughs before, as particularly at the City of Briffl for Exs

nufadures, were made, that L need enguire no farther into. ity
1 fhall add-but one othee Capital Article of Encreafe, and this,
~ ishas.of the Bay Trade in Effex. ’ |

.

" It.1s -evident while this; Trade was contained. within.the paes

' making. of -Bayes was itk begun, and wias at lealt.principally:
eftablifhed;, the Trade flourifhed, the Gopds. wesie current as
broad, commandsd ready. Money at home, and were. feldom,
or never. without a Matket, nor was there 3 Maoufa&ure in
E%i@ﬂﬁ ‘wihich betier maintained the: Credit. ‘2_5:!*@‘5. ‘Make;. I f,‘»ﬁ??
much that a Mcrchan: au Cadiz or Lisbos, coming to an Eng-
#ifp Merchant’s Warchoufe to buy. Bays, had no more to. dQ:,
but to oper;one Gornet of the. Bale, aud. Jook vpon the. Je Q}

T e e o - Y
T

of the Town of Colchefler, and by that they werd’ futh'ds
know of what Value tie Goods were, and weré ceriaihfo =~

find them an{wer both in Léngths and Goodnefs.’ **°
- But the Neighbouring Towns finding the Golchefler and
Bocking Bay-makers grow rich, thruft themfelves into that
Trade, and now the Bayes are made at Coggefbal; at Withas
at Kelvedon, at Brdistre, at Hilfted, and in a word, at alino

- all the moft “confidérable Towns: it Effex "beyond. Chelins-

j‘ord' ¢ \: S R oty by AN AU )
- Nor is this all, but even the Bay-makers themfelves, upon
the leaft -Start of the Trade, and upon any fudden.quick

Demand from abroad, puth in with fiuch Eagériefs; and en-

- creafe their Quantity to fuch a Degree, that they bring more

to the Market than all the World.can take off. = 't . 0

~This has, I-may fay, ruin’d the Trade; and thé Confequance
15, that as foon as ever that (mall Run'is overy ‘and thé De-~
mand from abroad ceafes, the Market is immediately:cheong’d
With Goods, they are’ pawned and pledged ‘to_every' thonted
‘Man in the Place, "till they can be put oft; the Price finks, the
‘Liabour of the Poor ftops, and ‘the Bay-makers are often btoke
and undone, i s e
-~ Nor is the Gredit or real Valde of the Goods {fppokted;
for the Bay- makers being now extended over the-wiole Coih~
‘tty, and wotking out of the ‘Jurifdi€tion of the -Bay-Hallag
-Qolchefter, they put what Goods. they pleafe uponithe Mars

. ket, and what Marks or Seals they pleafe upon-the Goods ;
{0 that the Credit of the Manufa&ute is funk,; and'no-Man

Arufts té the Seals of the Gouds any more, but takes: Gare {0
-lobk into thé Goods himfklf, ahd fee with his owni Eyes that
‘he'is mot cheated. - - oo oo G
- T cannot - bat efteem this ‘14t to. be oneé emiienit: De=
greeof the Declining of that Manufaure ; for:if once:a Mdnds

fafture declities .in its Credit; I thall always: coficlade it is

declin’d in its Sale, or will foon be fo; but thaz Jy the wiy. .
“The prefent: Atticle I4m upon, and which I 2y the whole

‘Stréfs_of the Queftion now upoh,: is- the - Encréafe of -the
-Quatitity beyond the Demand ;- that more scé made thah “dre
- ©r éan be confiinied, which I think iy apparent in many other
Particalarss - RIS

I fum the whole .Obfewm&ﬁ;iﬁb‘ in this ofie- Head (9i%:)

~that this very Bdcreafé is 4 Giievatice, which i the end may
‘bé tuittous to thé Wwhole Woolléh Manufalturé of Engli#d,

if fome new Ddots of Coniinetcé ate not opéred abfoad to

G2

raife a Cotiflirption €qaal to that Encteafe; or fOﬁQ’Méﬁﬁ%%
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e not taken. to put.a Stop to the farther Encreafe. of the Fa:
brick at home, fo. as . not tq, make the Manufacture. be top
great for the Sale, whether it be at home or,abroad. . . .
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- Of ‘theireal Caufes- of the Decay of our. Manufactures
| arifing partly from Proibitions abroad, but chicfly from

onr refufing the Wear of it at Home,

.. offered for the Remedy. .

P e

BU'T ’tis _needful now to enquire into the State of our
2 Manufaéture abroad, as-to the Confumption of the feve-
- ral Species-in thofe ' GQountries. where our Trade:ufed to be
:fettled 1 If we find: the Salé or Demand ' encreafi ng 'abroad,
" theencreafing of ‘the Quantity ‘at. home ‘would certainly be fo
far from -3 Grievande, that it would-be thie ‘Glory and -Pro-
~fperity of our Commerce and of our Country; and if every

Counry in England were as fully employed in manufalturing,
as Whalthiré, Devonfbire, Norfilkand Effex,every City as Nor-
-wich: and Exerer, and every Market Town; as-Froom, Taun-_}
2 ®ony: Leeds, -or Colchefter, it ‘would be the Wealth of the

" and fomerhing

-whole, .and -the " greateft ‘Felicity ‘that this: §W0rld, ever :Pv“?' )

.duced to-a Nation, .. = ... . o
«- i But the Cafe is not- fo,. but - far ‘otherwife ; inftead- of the
- Confumption encreafing abroad, inftead of a larger Demand,
-we fee all.Parts of :the World.envying us, moft Parts endea-

vouring to imitate us, and as many as can. encouraging their .

- OWa-upflart- Manufaétures in the room of the Britifh.; and too
- Inany totally prohibiting.the Sale or the wearing: our Manu-
- fagtares.-thar their own, however mean and- ordinary, - may
o Andinotay dwell upon fome late Prohibitions- of the Eig-

Bif Woollen Goods in Spain and in the Hland of Sicily, at
-Lintz, Paffan, ienna, and ‘other Places in the Emperor’s Do-

b

.mi;niqns,gdone-rath«.e;,b,y way of Infult to our: Nation- at this
Crifis of their Affairs, than that they are ableto carry on any E-

‘quivalent' ManufaCtures of -their own ; 1 fay; not to lay any
~Strefs upon thefe, yet it muft be faid, that other Places have of
-late- Years attempted our Manufa&ure, and. fome but with:
too much Succefs, and Prohibitions rather natural and confe-
‘quential, than political, encreafe upon. us every Day. it

. wearyed Application to fupply the Defe&... :

ng not (o good as the Englifb or

l4s]1
.. -1t is the general Opinion (and I' have. joyn’d with it it -
Part, in the beginning of this Difcourfe) “that. there is, no
-Wool to be found in any Part of the. World, or_ at leaft
:motin Ewrope, capable of working into fuch Manufaétures,

-and .ot making fuch feveral Sorts Of,.,GQQd;S, as we at pre-

fent furnith the World with; and upon this very Principle

- we.carry our Boafls of the Brizif Manufaéure {6 high: Novw
-in fome particular Things we are:right; 1 mean, right in ‘onr
-Judgment, namely, that the World ‘has_not the Wool, thae
s, has not any Wool capable of working into fuch Ma-
-nufactures as we make; tho’ as to Boatting, as:we .do, T
dhall. never come into that Par, becaufe boafting of  our
‘Superiority is but firing the reft of the World with an  un-

.+ But let us diftinguith here with a little mor Temper than we

-vfually do; There is a manifeft Difference between having no
-Woul fit for any Manufatute at all, and not having . the beft
-and;: the fineft- Wool, of the longeft Staple, the firmeft :Bo=
-dy, .and the fineft and fofteft Quality: T'here is a manifeft

Difference beiween the Wool bci_n;good for nothing, and be-
riflt Wool.” To defcend to
Particulars; , DI R b

o Auis trae, Earope, ‘tiék.fé it BY andLARG E(asweexprei‘s

it) from End to End, does not produce a. Wool capable of
‘aking our fine Broad Cloths of Warminfler, Trowbridge,

Bradford, and Froom; or our fine Gloncefter and Worcefler

. Whites; no nor pethaps fuch as our Hakefield and Leeds

Cloth, tho’ what we call coarfe, yet' of Subflancé and -

. Weight inimitable; nor of many. {everal . Manufatures of o-

ther Kinds, f(uch'as Devonfhire Kerfies, Exeser and Taunton

:Serges,  Devizes and Briftol Druggets, - Andover and Newberry

Shaloons, and the like. .

. .But to fay therefore, that there are no other of our Ma~
nufatures that can be made abroad, and that even where
they have no Englify Wool, 1 10
grant, becaufe Experience teaches .us. the. contrary every

that I cannot and maft not

4y, to our great Difadvantage in Trade. =~ = I
Saxony, a large and fertile Country in__Germmy,f{notWitf&:-

,ﬁr_and_i_ng the Severity of the Winters, which are’ fometimes

fuch as gives a Check to the Produ&ion of Wool, 'yet ‘not

only has a very good kind of Wool, but a very, large Quari-
. tity of it; and the Saxoms, an induftrious People,’ are alrea-

dy advanc’d fo far in the Manufai&ilrfn'g'z»'.’ft\he‘,,Wd‘d],ﬂ}"th;a’t'

.they. make two particular Manufactures -Which ‘are_very

o ufefal
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afefal {n thofe cold Countries, and which they forierly
..‘.‘.fef“gt {‘}“’t&of%”fgomd, ‘either b,rought thither to their " Fair
at Leipfck, by way of Hmburgh, “oc bought at the geeat
Mare at Frantfors, and carried over Land to the Elb, at
M:;deb;zrgb; ‘thefe were Golchefier Bayes and Wel‘b,. Flan-
© omels. .; Goods are foft and wérth
- ws, that as thefe Goods are foft and warm,
R g;’rfa?‘z; t?:;, pa;tgcuiarly for preferving the Bodles‘_of thofe
9,“h ear them in thofe Northern Parts of the World froim
the Scverity of the Cold, o they are not made of the coarfef
:mfi barthelt of the Wool; on the d"‘g“f?&"* the.)}égre g;;gﬁ
:::fé‘l d"l‘,‘f,xd{,’e'f’?g "th?eWOOI was not fine and foft, and tgge
" Workmasthip clofe and thick.

" Yet thefe they now make in Saxony, not only in fafficient -

' themfelves ir own Markets, biit
Quantiti {ipply themfelves, and their own Markets, bt
gﬁ-“?éé"&%t%xﬁﬂfelys and Bayes of Saxony ‘I'o’ld every eg;t-‘
at Frankfort, at Nurembergh, and moft of the other Fairs

Note in the Upper Germany; and what is .the Confequence

e Enslifh Bays and Flan-
e et d any Prohibition of thc,EngI{/b Bays an_
ggl':h.lsx{o';l\r v(;té ?rgyfend ours thither ?lfgzdan‘c:' n:ﬁ)é I"f‘ltlmt]%e?;
3 . Nature forbids 1t, '
there too, if we cau; but INat ot fold there, becaufe
o Drohibiti it felf; ours are¢ not fold there, becauf
a Prohibition of it fel'; ‘need not fay, are cheapef
their awn are fofficient, and we need not S, 26 IEAEES
¢ it wouald be very hard, if they can em DY T NS
pafs thro’ fo many Hands, fo many ~Countries, piy '
]:)fﬁ;ymgnb;rka:iogé, Afforances, Gommiiffions, s Water.
Charges, and are carried fo far, as well by Land as | o
Ciﬁf'{asg:;ﬁe ‘the' Wool of Saxony is of a brown, or 4 klrfiti
of Ruffer Colour, occafion’d by the Clithate, or the %ar !
cular Breed of the Sheep, or from whatfoever other lhci-

‘dent in Nature we cannot account for; but as the Bajés .

N ' nnels alfo, it is
are generally Dyed, attd many of the Flannels alfo, it
:?t gdiﬁngﬂ?ﬂfdf for that ;ihe[:} W 0(311, ﬂho‘i"ée"gelfo VI}:{E;: t’gg

cyith Colour at fir and as AT A
§§e?p's6é;ii<“’ yet it is ot at all the worfe to take any Cl(‘i) .
lour, in the Dying-fat, but (as fome think) is rather the

y Rh ' :

‘ ; o no farther for the Proof of this, than to appe
:oltﬁl‘ft%dﬁrgt?énts,‘ who trading to thgfe C?’}‘!‘t"‘(’f’zﬁ; agfi‘;?;;
. ymmiflions from thencé to buy grea titie
ly had Commiffions ffom tnence i tellCus how rab
Of thofe Goods here 3 and let Them (ell-us how (o

rougheft- that can be imagined,

Bayes or Flannels they now have Orders for, for the
Fair. at. _Le:gvﬁc@, ~or the Mart at Frankfors ; or rather, whe-
ther any Ewgli/b Bayes and Flannels are fent thither,  or:
no. . -~ o0 Sy ey R e
Bt this is not all: Let us look in the next Place into the
King of Praffia’s Dominions, I mean that Part of his Coun< -
try:-which was formerly call’d ‘the Ele&orate of Brandew~
burgh, the Country -about Magdeburgh, the Country upon
the Havel and: the Sprbee; there they have Wool, which,

tho! coarfe and harfh, yet the Government of Praflia, care-

ful to improve the Country to the. atmoft, and 10 employ
their own Poor for their -own Work, caufes all’ thofe:
coarfer Manufatures  which their own \ o0l is capable of
making, to be made among themfelves; and tho thefe Mas
nufaures are not equal to the Britifh, yet as they are fuf= .
ficient to the Demands of their own Poor, and- ferve ‘to
cloath the Boors and Pefants, that is to fay, the Country
People and Plow-men, and labouring Poor, they “think " &
reafonable to Prohibit all foreign Manufa&ures, which ufu-
ally were Imported for thofe Ufes; fuch were our Yorkfire
Kerfies, double and fingle Dofens, the coarfe Goods made
in Lancafbire, fuch as Half- Thicks, Penniftones, Duffiels,
Blanketting, and other Woollen ‘Manufaéures made for the
Cloathing and Covering of the Poor. o ST
- Fhefe were formerly Shipp’d off in great Quantities for
Hamburgh, and for Stesin and Straelfond; and other Ports
on the South- Coaft of the Baltick; but now the General
Confumption of fuch. Geoods has been ftopp’d for fome

Years, the People making all thofe Things at home. = -
It is the like in Sweden, where, tho® their Wool is ll
coarler, and the Manufadtures they make the pooreft and
yet the fetting their own
Poor to work to make their own Cloathing, however mean, -
ferves- to employ them, keeps their Money at home, and al]

ftill-thortens us in our Exportations of thofe Goods to that

“Country. -

It is true our finer Cloths gain ftill an Admittance into

‘thofe Countries, becaufe the Wool (even of Saxony) is not

fine' enough for fuch a ManufaGure; and this may fhew us,

that we have certainly been in the Wrong of it, and have

weakened the Intereft of our Manufa&ures abroad exceedingly,

by leaving our Cloathing Trade to fink uvon our Hands, and'

turn our Workmen to the lighter Manufactures, which other
Countries with their coarfe Woo) are fo much eafier able to-
fopply. Buttogoon; So

- = [v*p-v.'v—'v ST e b
Y. . ',_3‘
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Chamlets, - Shalloons, - and " feveral: other Sorts' of ‘Ma<

~ nufaétares, as well for Mens . Wearing a5 Womens, - the’
" fame. as..are made -in Spitzlefields, Norwich, Andover,:and:
feveral - othev Places in- England; the Swrf; perform theiei
‘Works now with much Accuracy, and it is hard to know:
them. from -the like. forts -of Goods . made :in ‘England;. the:
Workmen alfo who.fet them up being fetch’d from Spirzle-:
figlds, where they learned. the Art, and how to manage: beth :

the Wool, the Yarn, the Loom, the- Drefling, and in a word,’

the . Whole Finithing -after .the Englzjb manncr, and (Wlthoutz
ﬂattgrmg our feives) as well perform’d,.- .«

.Did the Zarickers.only fupply their own Cxty, or thezr own:

Canton -with thefe . Goods;. the. Lofs‘to_our: ManufaGure.
would.be no more . than the, meer Negattve upon their Con::
fumption ; but I thould not be juft to the matter in hand, if:

I did not tell you, .that,:to. the irreparable Liofs of the Englz/b;
Manufaélures, thefe Goods are -brought; from Zurick by.the

River. . Rbine to the City of Bafle, and .from thence down:
the Rbine to Mentz, and then ftiil by Water up the Masn to’
the Mart at Fraunkfort an Main, where.they. go too far in:

Supplanting the Exglife Goods of the fame’ Denomination j

and to fuch a Degree are they arriv’d, that I am told there sre.

" wvery few Englifb Gooeds of thefe Sorts now fold there; : the.

Zuyrickers fupplying the Fair with them, as good as the Eﬂgl _/lJ,

and confiderably cheaper.

:Thus 'we fee our Manufatture cut fhort on every Slde, by
thc Envy or Induftry of the feveral Nations of Germany and-
Swedm, totally Prohibited in France, and very much; fupplant-;
ed .in{everal other Places. ~

:.The. Emperor has for fome txrhe encouraged Manufa&ures -
in. Bobemia, in Auftria, and m all the Hereditary Countries ;;

and the Confequence of this, ’tis expeéted, will be a General:
Prohibition of all the Exglifb. Woollen Manufa@ures, It has
been -attempted lately. by way of Pique. and Refentment be-:
tween the Imperial. Court and Gress Britain. But that Parg:

may be efteem’d a Jeft, compar’d with other Countries.

‘However it may be well worth, confidering, . whether - if
this general Humour of manufa&unng fhould fpread far in:
Europe, as we are juft now told it begins to do in Po/and, and:
in. Mz tfcovy, and is threatned in Spain, what the Impreflion i

o o - may

So many of our Woollen ‘Manufa@ures being thus- -exelu-
ded from" Sweden; from Brandenbargh,. from. Saxony,: and;
. fmm A{o: many Parts of Germany, let.us look ‘next towards:
the South; and here we find the Swifs of Zarick making:
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may make upon our Manufa&urcs m Englam}, may be in 4
few Years..

“As thefe Inva{' onis. are. Increaf ng, fo our Manuf‘a&ure
muﬁ be Declining in proportion, unlefs it could :be. faid that
fome yet farther Branch of Foreign Commerce can be found
out for the Confumption of our Manufa&ure, which, it is time

-enough to fpeak of when we fee it in Profpe& and whlch I

fhould be glad to fay was probable. - ..
I muft acknowledge if the prefent War fhould proceed to

.Extremities, o as 10 lay open the Trade from’ “England to the
Spam/b Weft-Indies direéltly, I fhould venture to fay. it WOkﬂd o
‘give our Marnufaétures a new- Turn,. and they would feel a

pring of Profperity for fome time, and that confiderably.too ;
efpecially if fome Bounds were fet. to the Manufa&urers. at

“home, elfe (if they launch’d out ‘in Quantity, according to -
‘Cuftom, as is-mentioned above) they would glut the Marker,

tho’ they were to have a new Awmerica. opened to them for the
Trade once in every five Years. ..~ .. i,
However,.I fee no room to.argue . upon thxs remate Pro-

fpe& they that are Sanguine enough upon the War torunon
‘ makmg, and lay up a Stock of Goods in expeétation of a
- Market the next Fairat Porzo-Belo, or when La Vera. Craz
fhall be turn’d Englif, may go on- the:r OWR. Way, I am for
: fharmg no Bear Skins.

: But I muft come nearer home ﬁxll and muﬁ take the

“Freedom to infi ft; that.our Manufacure is in aState of Decay
~too from our Condu& at home, much more than from all Prohi-
bitions and Interruptions abroad. . I am:not difpos’d:to. make

this Work a Satyr upen my own ‘Country, but certainly we
are the firft, if not the only Nation in the World, who ha-
ving the beft and moft profitable Product, and- the beft and
molt agreeable Manufa&ure of our own, of any Nation in

Ewrope, if not in the World are the moft backward to our
~own Improvement.

‘A Manufa@ure valuable in it Self, mﬁmtely proﬁtable to

the Poor, unexceptionably pleafant €0 the Rich;; not.too" hot

for the Summer, not too' cold for the Winter;: hght enough

for Faly; warm enough for. December ; beautiful as the fineft

Silks, fuiting with Laces, Embroidery,and all manner of Orna-
ments, better than even Silk it felf, and yet Omamental and
Rich in its own Luftre.

A Manufa&ure receptive of the bnghteﬂ: and decpeﬁ Co-
lours; Gay enough for the Bridegroom, Solemn enough for

"the Widow; Rich enough for a Coronatlon, Grave enough
. for the deepeﬂ Mourning. |

B
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A ‘Manufa&ure that has'not one Exceptioti to be made. a~
gaﬁﬂl\i{, or one Reafon to be given for ’dgﬂllkﬁmg_ it; except
‘the weakeft of all Reafons, the Love of Change and Variety,
~ or 'that wicked Reafon which a Man gave why he did not
" love his béautiful and agreeable Wife, viz. only becaufe fhe
-*?t?[syhi\sljénﬁfa&ure that: all the World covets, envies us for,
ftrives to imitate, nay, are vain of but thﬁv’inkmg they can imi-

‘_“,a"tj\itlvlanufa&ure which thofe other Nations (when they have
faintly imitated i) are cbliged to Prohibit by the fevereft
“Laws, o elfe all their People would run into them,” and
which they ‘do_ftrive. to come at and purchafe, notwithftand-
ing the firiéteft Prohibitions. -~ . - © .
" 'A Manufaéture which is apparently declining for wantvof
‘4 Confumpiion  equal to its Bulk, and becaufe of the too
fuceefsfal Artempts of other People to fet it up among them-
felves; and becaufe of the Improvements that the Induftry of
“Strangers, and the Indolence of the Brizifo Manufaéturers
g s themin. -~ =~ - PR
"af'r}[\ind yet with fuch a- Manufacture as this, we cannot- per-
‘fuade our felves to wear our own Produce, to propagate
-our own Induftry, or employ our own People ; but we are
no fooner Prohibited the Ufe of one foreign -Bauble, . but
“we fly to another; firlt we turn’d our Backs upon our own
~wrought -Silks, and run-to:Indig4 and: China for all the
lighteft and foolitheft Trathin the World, fuchastheir Chints,
. flight Sitks, painted Cottons, Herba, Silk and no Silks as if
~any thing but .our own was to be thought beautiful, and
~any  thing but what was beft for us, was to be erncou-
- raged by us.: S B
: 1.#%Vl'xeryx this Extravagance was al{o check’d by a Law, we
gun then into another Extream,  and flill turning our Fancy
againft our_own Manufactures, on a fudden we faw all our
Women, Rich and Poor, cloath’d in Callico, printed and
- painted; the Gayer and the more Tawdry, the better; and
“though ordinary, mean, low-priz’d, and foon in Rags,
- the gayeft Ladies appeared in them on the greateft chao

“fions. . |
'f‘Thus the ' Ancient Manufactures of Greaz Brizain were
. defpis’d by our own People, and the Bread taken out " of
- the Mouths of the Poor ; the Hands that would have labour-
- ed could get no Work; the Trade funk; the Manufaélurers
ftarved, and the Wool lay. by in heaps unwrought, andﬁ\)llt(l]-
' : ’
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- -fold, to the general .impoverithing of the People, and the -
‘Ruin of the Manufa&uareit felf. ~ - - -
- We are now by another Law of: Prohibition - reftrained
from the wearing of painted Callicoes ; and what follows ?
the Temper is not at all reclaim’d, nor do they fo much as
incline to return to the Ufe of: their own Manufacures,
‘which is the main and beft End of the Prohibition : But, as
if we were refolv’d to run down our whole Country, and.
ruin our Poor with our own Hands, we run to the remoteft
Corners for fome Shift or other to cheat our felves; and
now we fee the general Cloathing (of the meaner Peo-
plefpecially) runs into the meaneft, tawdrieft Colours, ftamp’d
-upon the maft ordinary Linnen, fetch’d from Scotland, Ire-
land, or indeed any where; as if any thing bat our own was
to be our Choice, and as if we had forfworn our own Ma-
nufattures, and were atham’d to be drefs’d in our own
Cloths. o e
How fhall we expe& our own Manufatures fhould
grow and encreafe, while this*is the Cafe? and if we will
not encourage our own Growth, and the Labour of
3ur 'opwn People, how fhould we expeét Foreigners fhould

O 1tr '

In fhort, as I faid of the Woollen Manufaures of Saxo-
7y, that they are an effetual Prohibition of the Exglifp, o I
may fay of our People’s running into the Wear of printed
Linnens, Callicoes, &%. they are a tacit Prohibition of the
Manufatures; for what is a Rejeing the Manufadture by a
kind of general Confent, but a* Prohibition in effet? and
how fhould the Manufa&ure be fupported, when our own
People tarn their Backs upon it, and when even the People
that make it will hardly be perfwaded to wear it 2 _

I believe no Man will ask me, after this, how I will prove
the Manufacture to be in a declining State, or what is the
Reafon of it; no more can they ask what Remedy is pro-
per to apply to this Evil: ’Tis an unaccountable Thingin a
Manufaéturing Nation like this, that Men fhould ask what

“will reftore the Trade, when they fee fo evidently what has
been the Ruin of it. ‘ o »

‘The Anfwer is fhort, and (according to my Title) the
Obnly Way to reftore our Manufactures, is to WEAR
THEM. The Confamption at home is infinitely greats
If our whole populous Nation were obliged to cloath only.
in their own Manufadure, we fhould neither complain of
qur felves, or value the Prohibition of others.

If
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‘while. we Decréafe the Confumption
_pot-only ‘ruin. the _trading: 'People, :but: rui
- Self: Bur T: hav
< heres oo
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1-Encreafing:

the- Wiork do- for. us,,

1 you Wil 1ibt: do this; (4nd the nedt Dire& fhort
a5 that).you muft abate the Quantity:;; 4nd; as you Corfumig -
Tefs.NMake lefs ;; whdt wil

2t Dire@ion:is as fhott

It ~will;in - the: End -

. pot : roem ' to -enlarge. upon

Trade it
that " Part -




