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FRIENDS of tue PEOPLE.

Free Mafons’ Tavern, Dec. §, 1795+

AT A GENERAL'MEETING OF THE SOCIETY OF THE
FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE, ASSOCIATED FOR THE
PURPOSE OF OBTAINING A PARLIAMENTARY RE-

FORM, HELD THIS DAY,

NICOLLS RAYNSFORD, Efg. in the Chair.
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RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY,

HAT the following ADDRESS from this SocieTy
to the PEoPLE be printed and publifhed:

WE are folicitous once more to addrefs our Fellow-
‘ €ountrymen, while we can deliberate exempt from the
| infolent controul of a Magiftrate, and, in the difcuffion
of our.common interefts, are yet permitted to hold up the

Bill of Rights as our buckler and defence.

We affociated to propofe to Parliament, and to the
Nation, a Reform in the conftru&ion of the Houfe of
Commons: in purfuit of this obje we have fhewn that
cighty-four individuals, by their own immediate autho-
rity, fend one hundred and fifty-feven Members to Par-
liament l~=that feventy more powerful individuals, by
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their influence, return ‘one hundred and fifty other Mem
bers! making together 2 Majority of the Houfe !—that ;;
farg? portion of thefe Members are nominated by Peers
in -'dxrg& violation - of ‘the acknowledged Conftitation o;
our Country! an evi] continually increafing with every
new Creation s—in fhort, that 2 large Majority of the
Houfe of -Commons are retrned by EleGors fo few in
number, that the great body of the People, of every rank
and ‘defc‘ript‘ion, are excluded from the femblance of 5
‘choice;’ and even where Ele&ions appear to be popular
the mode of <conducling them; and the complex nature o;
‘the Rights of Ele&ion, have -rendered the €xpenfe of 3
conteft {o ruinous, - as to. transfer: to the overgrown wealth
of a few the whole Rights of the Britih Nation. Thefe
falls; an’d‘_thefe‘ confequenc‘esk,; we ' have detailed in our
Peti;ion to the Houfe of Co'mmons, and o’ﬂ'er'éd ‘t’é’éﬁablifh
by Evidence at -their Bar. The Houfs of Commons
‘have admit@d our Petition on their Journals,” deélined the
proof, and thereby confeffed thit oiiy allegations are trye,

_ We are anfwered, that the practical effe@ of this do-
minion fzfv"ffie“féW'isfréallylb’e‘néﬁc‘:ia’l to the people! “This
we' deny - 'Weappeal ‘tdfth;é-3frcqlxent-f wars by which the
people are exhaufted, undertakén by the caprice of minif
ters, whofe difates are’ implicitly obeyed. .+ W, & appeal
more particularly to'the wafteful profufion of ¢k prefedt
qdloqs war, in whi;ch_ the demands of minifieys are made
. Vithout' feeling,  anq’ grhiited. without inveftigatioh or
‘ :dgtéy’.‘j We‘ appeal to the :g'rb’ﬁirig eftablithnients;. both
In Peate and War! to th énbrimous -dsbe of: thre fyon.
drgd mlmons. already ;ﬁ'éfécéi‘iml'éied 1-to “twenty-one
niillions of pounds fterliny" 43 miially ‘exaced: from lefs
: than ten ‘millions’ of Péépl’e’ ¥"Yo burdens progreflively in-
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c'réaﬁng' beyorid  the ‘example of any. former- Age-or

‘Country, which have ‘already placed the comforts and

many of the neceflaries of life beyond the reach of a large ,
portion '65’ th‘e‘Comm’unity.‘, To arrét the progrefs of
thefe evils we féé no rational means, but by reftoring to
the People an ‘effe@ive reprefentation’ in Patliament=-by
eftablithing a common intereft between thofe who hold
the Public Purfe and the great Body of the Nation—by
creati'ng." aT’Ré[:i'réfen'ta_tive Affembly; who will calmly“ex-

amine the complaints and, ‘redrefs the grievances of the

People ; who, -poflefling their. confidence, may give order
and ceconomy to ‘the Government,, and- ftability to’ the

«

Laws, e sl e

" ~“We feel'extreme alarm in beholding.an eppofite fyftem
of conftraint adopted ; - new Treafons created, . vague and
‘undefinedt~a meafirre’ ever- regarded as the :harbinger of
civil contention ; the mild fpirit of our Laws fubverted, .
and the punithment, of Felony ilxﬂiged on Mifdemeanors ;

above all, that “moft important right' of Public Difcuf-’

, ﬁ?}‘»,?@?g%ﬂéfheﬂ by.the Bill of Rights, that principal dif-

t_in&ibn of. Freemen, that Tource ‘of. the opén, liberal, and
manly chara@er which diflinguithes the Britith Nation,
completely, as we think, deftroyed by Provifions which
make the free exercife of it altogether impoflible.

Thefe meafures lead evidently to Defpotifin, perhaps
to Anarahy. - Poffibly the Britih Nation may ex-
perience the horrors of both conditions before the Peo-
ple can recover their Rights, The prefent meafures’
fufficiently develope the fyftem of our Rulers: an im-
menfe Military Force is eftablithed ; and the Soldiers are.
¢ollected into’Barracks, that they may not imbibe the
fentiments of the People; while our Minifters profe(s

‘ ‘them~-
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‘themifélves prepared to a& even beyond the Law. But
wyhat ‘can avail-even the firicteft adherence to the letter of
the Law, while the few poffefs the whole power of Le.
giflation? The Trial by Jury may indeed fubfift; but
Yuries, by their oaths, muft conform to the Laws pre.
feribed, and.uader the forms of Freedom the Nation may
beflaves, ‘

" *The time is now arrived when the Britith Nation muft
nake their EleQion: either patiently to fubmit to this
fyftem of conftraint, which, from its irritating nature,
will ever furnifh pretexts for making new advances, or
they:muft, in 2 temperate but determined tone, demand
the Reftoration of their Rights, as eftablifhed at the Re.
Yolution, claim an effe@ive voice in the Choice of Repre.
fentatives, and by their orderly, dignified, and united
‘Petitions, induce their (Governors to return into the Paths
. of Peace, ‘

-An Name and by Order of the, Sodciety,

- (signed) N RAYNSFORI')," Ghairman
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