53-13

lll‘lllllllll'lllll!lli L Illllllllllll'llllllilllIIHII

3| 4<5| 6| 7| 8 9‘66\
IIIIII |IH|IIH

3

01 2
IHH'IIII‘IIII

f
tllll

s s i

HARD CASE

OF THE

8 Reravi-Trapers, CITIZENS, SHops

- Keerers, &%, of the City of London.
Y In regard to their TRADE, as at prefent invaded ’by‘ ‘
HAWKERS and PEDLARS
: Huml;ly addreﬁ'ed ‘ :
Tothe GExTLEMEN that may either be nominated,
or offer themfelves for Céndidates againft the nexc

General Elecion for Reprefentatives in Parliament. - -

W ITH

Advice to the EvrecTors, and recommended to all

- others whom it may concern,

 SHEWING

. That the 'pr‘in(‘:iPal:Caufe of the Decreafe of the lega! Ti'a&e, of

this City is more owing to our! own Fauls therein, as Citizens; or
to our imprudent Chaice of fome of our Governors, than to the
Government. . e :

By o LIVERYMAN.

Lo NDOWN: . "

‘Printed for the Autnor, and fold by F: Huggonfon; the uppe$
Houfe in *$hip-Conrt, the firft Turning on the left Hand next Ludgare- -

Hill, Qld-Baiky 3 and at the Paniphlet Shops.

{ Price Six )ence) S 9

S

 The Ax laid to the Root of the corrupt Tree s




A GREAT Part of this Effay was wroté.a Year and
LL abalf agos but, as the Times were difturbed, I
 judged the then Publifbing it might be confirued @
Party Defign 5 and, becaufe the principal-Pérfon againft
whom it is chiefly levelled, as reported, bad refolved. not
20 ftand a Candidate at the next Elefion, I forbore ‘to

Jinifb it ;" But now, being creditably informed, be is de~

termined to fland 5 and-alfo, as be feems to bave taken
a fubtile and wnyfual Method to be courted toit, T
thought ‘it might not be improper to finifb and publifh it.
Therefore, I offer it for Confideration, not only to the
Gentlemen to whom it is addreffed, butto my Brother-
Citizens, and to the Publick in general. 1 confefs, T
am but wvery little read in Law, and therefore build-my
Arguments chiefly upon the natural Compafts and Co-
befions in the Nature of Things, and the Tendencies .
thereof, according to my own Fudgment. If there be

~any Points of Eaw wherein I may bave erred, I fhall

with Pleafure fubmit, whenever I may beifo bappy as to
be-informed thereof, | - S

Tintreqt you will believe me-in this Point, viz. that
I'bave no Party Defign 5 I pofitively aver no Man e-

- wer knew of my Intentions either to write or publifb this -

Effay 5 and that I never fhewed the Copy to.any Man
living, [ave only to the Publifber. and Printer, in order
to- its Publication. - I am the more particular in this
Affertion 5 -for, indeed, *twas the main Reafon of mp

concealing my Intentions, that, if another Candidate fhould o

bappen to be [fet up after the Publication, be. might not "




i o the READER N
" be cenfured, to bave had any Hand berein, or privy;
or lent any Aid thereto. . .
As to the Fafts alledged againft bis late Lordfbip, I

bold - my[elf obliged tp prove them.to bis Face, if be thinks

fitto deny the whole or any Part thereof. I bave no
perfonal Diflike or Pigue againft bim, I affure you 5 fors

before I found bim infincere, Ihad a very good Opinion
of biri't But, as be bas atted in the Afftir Jo conirary

10 what I expeted, both from bis Abilities and_former

Promifes, I thought it my Duty, as well as my Intereft,

‘as a Citizen, thus to communicate bis Afs therein to yo
my Fellow-Citizens ;5 ¢fpecially, confidering your almoft
general Silesice upon a Cafe of fuch Coufequence, asthisls

of 1o usy that we may not only check fich AEtions for

the future, but avoid entrufting fuch Men with extra-

ordinary Power amy longer. - oo
As o the other Affertions; fome of which I bave from

“wery creditable Report, I doubt mot but to explain, if -

Need be s tho’s as this Effay ison a Cafe fo very noto-

vious, in which many Hundreds of the Citizens bave .
been engaged; I doubt not but that the Perfons, againft

“avbom this Complaint is exhbibited, will foon find; even in

their oson Confeiences, or among their Intimatesy’ enough

2o juftify me in thus complaining, and thereby fave me
0t only the Trouble; but alfo the Necelfity of - expofing
-myfelf to the Publick, againft my Inclinations ‘and great

" “Relutance to Popularity s for which Reafon only I con-

ceal my Name: Yet, if the Truth in: general; or.ir
particular, againft any Perfon, fhould:be contefted, . the
- Publifber bath my Coiifent to di over . me whenever. -be
is publickly required Jo to dos but not alone 1o Jatisfy

the Curiofity of any particular Perfon whatever. - -

I further intreat, as a fufficient Reward for all my

- Trouble, that you. will excufé the Tautology; mmethodi-.

.cal Stile, and Procedure therein s it being wrote at Ine

tervals, under frequent Intervuptions,. and other Difad-
‘warilages astending me during the whole, which, I bope,

“aill gttone for the ill Digeftion_thereofs . .

Fel, 10, 17401

OF THE

RETALE TRADERS, &

~of the Ciry of London. '

s HERE AS many of the Whole-

X} fale Traders, Citizens of London,
D have made fome Progrefs to form
N/ the Lifts of Candidates of fit and

1 R0 ‘F{é '; 4% '}
TRXD LY & %)

W8Zz. next Eletion, out of which we
the Retale EleGors are to take

our Choice : And whereas there are fundry. neceflary
- Qualifications to render them worthy of being ‘put in - ey
- Nomination, the principal of which, in regard to us,
is, That they are of known Ability, zealous Provisters
“of Tradey and- Afferters of the real Rights and Pri-
EE R B viloges

‘a}ble Perfons, (as they think) fo |
> ferve in Parliament, againft the -



[=2]
qzzleges of tbeu Fellow-Cztzzem

been remarked by many (if not by all) the Elettors,
that moft, if not every Candidate, that has hereto-

fore offered himfelf, either for Lord-Mayor, Sheriff, -
- Alderman, Reprefentative in Parliament, Chamberlain,
Common-Council-Man, or, in ihort, for any of the

highes Offices of Honour or Profit in this City, has,

in the moft preﬁing Manner, (fo far as Words could -

exprefs) affured the Electors,” That they were: known

-20"be zealous, wmay, firenuous Afferters of the Rights |
Let us, the -

and Privileges of their Fellow-Citizens :

And whereas it hqs

Retalers, in order to be fecure of our Rights and 7 k

Privileges, and ‘that we may pitch upon Men of

known Zeal in that Particular with which we are to
‘entruft them, examine ftrictly, whether thofe Perfons, "
“heretofore by ‘us chofen, have anfwered our Expecta-
tions, efpecially in that Jrenuous Manner they ought, ‘

according to their {feveral Promifes ?-
I thall not pretend to examine their Condu as to

~ all our Rights and Privileges 5 but content myfelf
with one- Inﬁance, and leave the other to my Fellow

‘szens, who are better acquainted with them  than
I am: Yet, I think, this one is the mo{’c vital of

them all'y and, unlefs we are prote&ed in‘tha, all =

the reft ‘are of little or no Value, thch 18 thls the

- Retale Trade of the City of London: -~ |
~ Tinfift, if I know any thing of our: Rxghts and, '

~Privileges, that the whole Retale Trade of Londen,
fo far as refpeéts ‘Wares and Merchandizes, except
1 anﬂeged Places, Fairs, Markets, and fome T'ri-
fles which the Laws except,

I alfo mﬁﬁ

" that, if any Foreigners are found retaling any Waxes
~-and Merchandizes “within the faid Cxty, and are, as

che

is folely wvefted in
 the Freemen, who inhabit and keep Shops within the ..
fuid City, &c. and that no Foreigner hath any Right,
~in the Manner by many now practifed, to come with-
_in the City to fhare the faid Trade with them, under
_any Pretence or Authority whatfoever.
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- Suburbs :

~move this grievous Evil ;

s R

‘the Laws dire&, taken before our City- Magl{’crates,!;
“tis the Duty of “the faid Magiftrates, upon Proof, to-

put the Laws in Execution againft them, to punith
the Offenders to the utmoft, and thereby protect our
faid Right; efpecially if they are fuch fremuons A~

ferters, as they would have us believe, by their Pub-
- Tlications at the Times of their being chofen,

If fo,
it follows, that a Magiftrate has an incumbent Duty

on him, and if he fails of that Duty in Detriment to
- us, the szens, whoever he be, he is unworthy to

be ‘put in Nomination for a Member of Parhament

;for this City. -

 Nothing ‘is more apparent and common, - than that o
we are, and have been for many Years, greatly in-

wvaded in our faid Right by Thoufands of Foreigners,

. as Fews, Infidels, and Vagabonds, of moft Countries
o .:,and Nations, coming into the City in Swarms, hawk-
- ing and felling almoft every Sort of Wares and Mer-

chandxzes, to the manifeft Detriment of us, the legczl

-and truely vefted Shop-keepers 3 for the Truth of which

I appeal to every fingle Inhabitant of both City and
And, though this has been the ynhappy
Cafe of us Frcemen, Inhabxmnts, and Shop keepérs of

- London, for many Years, be it known to all Men,
that we have not borne this intolerable Burthen with- -

out great Uneafinefs on our Parts; but have many of

“us, at many Times, within thefe 20 Years, met to-

gether, to confult the beft Method we could to re-
and the beft Conclufion we
could ever come to was this, to call Conftables, and
caufe them to take the Offenders before our Magi-
firates, in order to have the Laws, both of the Land

~and of the City, put in force agamﬁ them, And

when we have {o done, in order for Relief from our

’Mag'ﬂ:rates, in the juft Execution of the Laws; in-

ftead of that, we found, that the Lawg re]atmg there-
to ‘had been but little (or rather not at all) confidered
by thcm, and they wereB fearful to-act, or at leaft

. D2 but



”’_-'f-;f!:gut few of them would engage in the Affair ,and
" thofe that did ‘were: intimidated ‘by..others that refua

e

~ fed: So that we met with continual Difcouragements,
After this we met again, confulted; and, purfuant
to our. Conclufion, petitioned the Court of Aldermen ;.
ferting forth in our Petition the great and manifeft
Damage we. fuftained by the’ faid - Hawkings, and
prayed, that the Court would in their Names, andat
their Expence, publifh the Laws- relating thereto. -
"This Petition was received and granted ; whereupon
the Court caufed to be delivered to us .500. printed
Sheets of the At of Commen-Council, &¢. made
in the Year 1694, to which pleafe to refer. Thefe:
Sheets, thus received, were difperfed around the [
City, and fixed.up in publick Places and Houfes,
{o far as they would extend ; in order that all People
might know, that we had Laws in Being againft
Hawking in this City, ‘Whereupon we 'were for
fome Time in a tolerable Manner relieved 5 for the

themfelves ; and . then our Trades began to flourith,
and Chearfulnefs to appear in "our Countenances'; we
were in hopes, that at laft we had obtained the long’d: |
for Protection of our juft Rightsand Privileges, that

now we thould be able to keep open our Shops; ‘and B

- {ee our Creditors and Landlords at all Times with
Pleafure, having Money at Command ready to an-

fwer every juft Demand of theirs 5 ‘and thould be .

able for ‘
and every the fundry Fines and Payments, we -are
Tubject to as Citizens, towards the ‘Support of - the
Grandeur and Dignity thereof, BRI T e

- were foondeftroyed, and the Remembrance of them:

forgotien, and, the Hawkers' returning by degrees,
1 afew Years we became as much infefted with them -
#s ever,. Upon this we refolved to take them up,

f o Tand

/

P TS IR AR s, S e :

<£% ool < P

¢ by tedious Wiitings,

’ ‘ y Sl ’ of this City, of almoft every
the future to make punctual Difcharges of all S

det AR .o, did petition - the Houfe,
But, alas! notwithftanding our feeming Happines;  [{

B 3 our fe RIn€lss 11 thips we lay under ;
we found it of but fhort. Duration 3 for thefe Sheets |- '

et e o 2

and carry “them “before. our City Magittrates; not
doubting but that they had now a clear’Underftandin
of the Affair, ziid that they would ner only ftand

~ by the faid Eaws, which they had.-publithed as g.

bove, but would alfo willingly join .with us in the:
Defence of our-faid Right, and,- by fo doing, con-"
vince us; that, as-they protefted their known Zeal i

- the Affertion of our’ juft Rights and-Privileges at the

Time we-eletted them, they were Men of their Words 5
feeing they -had had an Opportunity to obferve: and
confider the ‘Reafonablenefs and Neceflity there was
to acquaint themfelves in the Knowledge of the Laws,

§ which are to defend the moft valuable Vieg] of ours
|- Privileges. But, to ur'great Surprize, when we fet the.

Offenders again before them, inftead of Joining us, the
~were {bll perplexing us with Difficulties in regard to

L { ( thie ‘-Lic‘enc_es.-, {eemingly to fufpe&t they fhould be

thought to interfere with the Revenue of the Crown,

- 'l.' if they took  and conftrued their own publithed A&
Hawkers, hearing and feeing the faid Laws, abfented . ] ncient Forcs »

of -Common.-Council, n 1694, in its ancient Force ;
and under that Pretence, and perhaps fome other pre-
valent Motive; “which they concealed, they tired us

tediou i -Excufes, “and Entreaties jny:
Behalf of ‘the Hawkers, and thereby stantalized us in
fuch a Manner, thar we found fome of thefe greatr

1 Afferters of our Rights and Privileges had deceived us.

Whereupon a vaft Multitude of the Rezals T raders
Trade, met together,

- and determined, as’ this was the Cafe, 1o apply to
- Parliament, ‘to’ have ‘the Laaws ‘made more effectual

for. redrefling the faid ‘Grievances 3 .and accordingly
fétting forth the great Hard-
ips we lay u which Petition was noted . arid
Jomed in by many of the trading Cities or Corporationg
1n the Nation, who, -of ‘their own Accord, ‘took thar
Opportunity likewife to petition, and ft forth “their -

dike ﬁGmtevan'ces,"~cofro"bora:tfing the Injuries we come

Plained of, which were true and obvious -even to e
¢ o MCmbf:lS
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[
Members themfelves :  But, mark the Anfwer we re-
ceived to our faid Petition from feveral of the Men}:—
bers, (which was ordered with the reft to lie upon t le :
Table, £9¢c.) viz. ¢ We conceive, that the Lawsfa.&
<¢ ready in Being are fufficient to protect your hax
¢ Rights in your Cities, if you will but put them

¢ iy Execution : And, that as the Laws in Being are

e fuficient, it would be an Inconfiftency for the
£ %ﬁi}; x:o fpend Time to do that which they appre-
"¢ hend is already done.” And this was the Reafon
that induced the Houfe to lay the Petitions upon the
Table; for, 1 am perfuaded, .1f the Houfe had lx{n
the leaft thought the Laws were 1n any Cafe too wea 2
" to maintain us in the Enjoyment of our faid Right an

Privilege, they would readily, and with great Chear-

~ve entered, with all convenient Speed, up-
iurfnili;sé tll.\/Ierits of the faid Petit:mns, ar;d-wopld wil-
lingly. and fully have fecured us in the full Enjoyment
of them, in its utmoft ancient Strength and Luftre.
~ So, my Fellow-Citizens, you fee how we were }'eg
ferred back to the Laws then in Being, and whic
ftill continue 3 and one would think our Magiftrates
(who doubtlefs had Knowledge of this Anfwer .frog;f’h;
Houfe) might very fafely and juftly have aided @&
affifted us, and done us what Service they coz? L
when we afterwards brought the Offenders before

them with full Proofs; and it may be likely fome |

People, not knowing how we have been ufed, will

I gi could |
Iv believe, that any one of our Magiftrates coulc
gigj ?n his Duty, in regard to this vital Privilege,

who rather with Pleafure fhould have roufed up, to

fhew us, that they all and fingularly were defirous of

" doing it to the utmoft, and in that {trenuous Ma.n'-g
ﬁ:;ngthl::yé had promifed.  But, m{’cga.d of this,
fome of them are ftill perplexing and tiring us 3 for,

{ti ' fearful
Imoft on all Occafions, they .itxll feem very fearful |
"megeing thought te interfere with the Crown, I ré-

‘eard to the Revenue that arifes from the Licences 3
- A R - And

and it is generally obferved, when we fet the Offender
before them, the firft Quettion they afk them is this,
Have you a Licence ? as if they would thereby infi-
nuate, that, if they had one, we are to take notice, that
the Hawker hath not tranfgreffed any Law, by his
Hawking in the City ; which has prevailed to that
Degree, that you will find, if you will make Enqui-
ry into the Sentiments, both of the Magiftrates and
the anrnon- Council-Men, that it is, or hath been, the
Opinion of the Generality of them, that if the Hawkers
have Licences, they have thereby a juft Toleration to
hawk in the City. "But that this Infinuation is ground-
lefs will foon appear : For the A& it felf, for Licen-
fing of Hawkers, &, exprefly fays, ¢ That this
““ A, or any Thing contained therein, fhall not ex-
¢ tend, or be conftrued to extend, to give any Power
¢¢ for the Licenfing of any Hawker, Pedlar, or Perty
¢¢ Chapman, to fell, or expofe to Sale any Wares or
¢ Merchandizes, - in any City, Borough, Town-cor-
*¢ porate, or Market-Town within this Realm, any
¢ otherwife than might have been done before the
¢¢ Making of this A& ; any Thing therein contained
¢¢ to the contrary notwithftanding.” RO

Now, that no Foreigner (or even a Freeman) had
a Right to hawk in the City before this A&, I pre-
{ume, wantsno Demonftration, the before mentioned Aé&
of Common-Council, of 1694, being 2 full Proof to
the contrary, fecing that A is prior to the A& for

‘Licenfing of Hawkers, {&9¢. Yer, I fear, though the

Cafe is fo plain, it will be very fhocking to you, my

Fellow-Citizens, when I tell you what Ufage we have

met with, when we have applied to our Magiftrates,

1in order to vindicate the faid Right of the Refals
Trade of this City, and that we have found fome of
- our Magiftrates very ignorant of the faid Laws, or,

at leaft, would feem to be {o to us: For, I affure you,
we have been told, when we have carried four

“Hawkers together before them, who had no Licence,

That,



That, if they bave no Licenjl’; they bave a Right  to
hawk in the City, but not out of the City s ~and this, my
Fellow-Citizens, came from one, who has been, and

il is, by many, efteemed one of the moft fhining;

for Accomplifhments, that ever pafs’d the Chair s
and that before Hundreds of People, who, . taking
the Advantage of that Encouragement, infulted ws.
This unexpected Procedure fo ftruck us, that we were
almoft rendered unable to rally in Vindication of our

faid invaded Right: However, we did venture to ..

affay it, and, having luckily the A&s.of Parliament,

*and the faid A& of Common-Council in our Pockets,

we produced = them ; and, .after much .Pains and
Struggle, at laft convinced his Lordfhip of his Error :
But what then ? Why, inftead of punithing the Of-
fenders, he became their Counfel, and pleaded, That
qwhbereas the faid Laws bad laid dormant o -many Years,
it was a barbarous Thing in usto trump them up of a
fudden, and takethe Advantage of them againft fuch
ignorant People.  This founded bravely in the Ears of
our ‘Enemies, the Hawkers, who looked very info-

lent on us | but we mildly anfwered, I was far from

us to take any fuch Advantage of their Ignorance ; and
alledged, That we bad at our own Expence, for two
Months preceding, advertifed in the publick Papers,
that the faid Laws were ftill in Force s and that, . if the
Hawkers continued to bawk, we would certainly pro-
ceed againft them. . - : :

Upon this his Lordfhip, direting himfelf to the

Hawkers, faid, (butin an Accent that befpoke hepi-
tied them) Come, you muyft pay 40, . apiece, which is
 the limited Sum, according to the Jaid At of Common-
* Council 5 upon which, the Hawkers taking the Hint

from the Chair, replied, An pleafe your Lordfbip, we
never knew there was [uch a Law, nor never heard of
the Advertifements. Upon -this their ‘Denial it was

~ replied, My Lord, we bave bere a Witnefs that will
fwear, that many Times be told one of thefe Hawkers of :

the

PR SRR YN I A G o T -
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#he Laws, and threaten’d. to take bim up, if be did
not defift 5 and that the Hawker as often infulted bim
-and infifted, that be would bawk, in Defiance of bim, or

the Laws -cither, What fuller Proof need any Ma-
giftrate require,  than was here prefent ? wiz. four.
Hawkers without Licenfes, the very Goods produced,
and Evidence that they knew they offended againt.

known Laws 3 whereby there was actually forfeited -

41. to the Mayor and Commonalty of the City, and
417. to ghe Perfons fueing for the fame. Hereupon his
Lordfhip paufed a while, and then, like a very hearty
Advocate, to fcreen the Offenders, made the follow--
ing Propofal to us, as near as I can remember, in
thefe Words, or to this Effect; Gentlemen, I think
the beft Method you can take is, to- petition the Court of
Aldermeny fetting forth your Grievance, and I don’t
doubt but the Court will examine the Laws relating
thereto, and will publifh an Order, whereby the People
will ‘bave an Opportunity of knowing there are fuch
Laws s and then, if you find them offending  for the
future, none can plead Ignorance : If they offend after
that, it will be Time enough to bring them before us ta
put the Eaws in Force againft them s but I defire you to
confent to the Difcharge of thefe four prefent, whom I
will now forewarn, that, if they offend again, they
Jball be punifbed as the Law direits. . Upon which we
confented to their Difcharge, without- any. Penalty,
gave up our own Lofs of ‘Time and Expences, being
willing to oblige his Lordfhip, confidering that 1t
W_ould be fome Obligation upon ‘him to counte-
nance and encourage our Petition in the Court of Al-
dermens and refolved to follow the Directions his
Lordfhip had been pleafed to give us, which we then
thought to be fincere 3 but the Sequel ~will perhaps
make it appear to you, we had then conceived a
wrong ‘Opinion of him, which I-fhall Jeave to your.
own Judgments. L o
- ¢ -~ Accordingly,



L Bescd, we int

i #

[T |
.' Aceordingly, we drew up a Petition, then. Tumi=
‘moned a large Body of Shop-keepérs,. who read, ap~
proved, and figned the. Petition, and enquired a pro=

per Day to prefent it ; on which many of usattended:

the Court, who recéived it, and returned this Anfwer »

Gentlemen, the Court bas confidered your Perition, and .
end to examine the Laws relating thereto, and: .

i3 T

- " foakle publifb an’ Order according to the Laws, which -
: J. - This Anfwer, from the:
Mouth of his Lordflip, in the Prefence of a large °

‘we hape will be cffectuall

Court, infpired us with Joy 5. and, it being as much

as” we could reafonably expet, we in an humble

Manner returned the Court Thanks, and with=

drew, -
- Here again

v
o

we were fluf’d with -the '?'pileaﬁng

Thoughts of foon obtaining the defired End, that ||

now we had got the Affair upon a profperous Footing,
~ having, as we then thought, embarked withus, and
for us, a Man of the firft Magnitude, of Penetration,.
alfo in the Houfe of Commons,’ if need:fhould require -

the Influence of fo great'a Man on our. Side, fup-
pofing that his fore-mentioned * Exror. was removed,,

now expected great Matters 3 we, confiding -in- the
pear 3 enquired, and fearched the publick Papers, for
more than four Months'; but not ‘a: Word appeared..
However, we knowing the Chair was extraordinarily,
and vigoroufly engaged in the Profecution of the un-

Hopes ; and at laft we confulted, and " concluded . to

- whether we .might ftill expeé an- Order.

of Oratory, and of Weight not only in the City, but’

And, from the Juftnefs of -our. Caufe,  together with

B A o R R e

and:that he was become . fincere " in -our Intereft, we:

Anfwer of the Court, expeted to fee. the Order ap-’

* lawfully retaling of fpiritaous Liquors, we had fhll-

wait oh his Lordfhip, to defire an Anfwer, and to know,
! | ; Hereupon -
. féme 6f-us* were deputed to attend him ; accordingly: |
‘we, taking a proper Time, when his Lordthip wasat
‘Leifute, attended 3 being received very complaifantly.
inte:

":which'was prefuppo

2o the then Laws of the Land, is now

- L T _l :'\

» . ‘o - - | ‘ . .
into his private Apartment, we addreffed ourfelves to

him in the modefteft Manner we were capable of, en-
dreating an Anfwer to our faid Petition : To which his

Lordfhip returned to the Effect following, Gentlemeny .

I remember your Petition very well, and [ thought you
bad beard long ago what was done in it.  We replied,
We'bad beard fomething 5 but, not being fure we were
truly informed, we chofe, if bis Lordfbip pleafed, to
have an Account from bimfelf.  And then he -proceed-

€d, and gave us Anfwer to this Effe&,. The Court, it

regard to your Petition, ordered the Town- Clerk 1o exa-
mine the Laws, and to draw up an Order, and to lay
1 before the Court s be examined, and drew up an Or-
dery the Court confidered 'it, and, before it was pub-
lifbed, it was judged neceffary to lay it before the Re-
corder for bis Opinion, whether it was drawn accord-
ing to Law: It was laid before bim 3 be returned it
qvith bis Opinion, that it was not according to Law. So
from that Day it was laid by, and nothing more is
likely to be dome in it. Upon this. we afk’d him,

What muft we do 2 Muft we bear this intolerable Grie-

wance 2 Is there.no-Redrefs 2 Then his Lordfhip

faid, T enguired of the Recorder, What muft the.Shop=

keepers do ? and be anfivered, Put the Laws. in_Exe-
cution. [Here again we were fent back to the Laws,

ASt of Common Council of 1694, thy made confonant "
‘now abridged and-al-

[

tered, in refpet to the Profecution of Hawkers, by.an,

A% made in the vath of Queen Anne concerning Fagas

bonds.s fory as the Law flood bifore that At of Queen.

Anne, Peérfons then foynd wandering and bawking (in,

the Manner you_complain.of) swere deemed. 10 be Vaga-.
bonds's and at that Time the Magifirates bad Authority.

10 i shen as fich ¢ But o face the fuid 47 of,

C2

S -.sze?}i'

ke

ich fing there were Laws,] Buhis Lord-
thip was pleafed to proceed, Gentlemen, I bave taken
the Pains 1o ‘examine the [everal Laws,. both of-sbe =
- Land, and of the City 5 and it is my Opinion, that- the




. Qg{eenhAnnc, (wbicb was made to [et forth what was a
 Vagabond) in the Lift of Vagabonds, there recited,

Hawkers are left out 5 and now, becaufe they are not

" mentioned in that [aid A&, I apprebend, that no Per-

Jon wandering and bawking Goods, 8c.  as aforefaid,
even though without a Licenfe, in this, or any City,
can be deemed and punifbed lawfully as a Vagabond :
And, unlefs be is brought and proved a Vagabond, the
Magiftrates have nothing to do in the Affair, it does not
lie properly before us. [Herein you may obferve his
Lordfhip had been at Pains to examine the Laws, to
find a better Interpretation upon them than the Re-
corder had done ; or, as may be readily fuppofed,
than his Lordthip thought the Recorder was capable of,
This may be gathered even from his own Words ;
but he goes on'in Anfwer to our Queftions as above. ]
What muft we do 2 &c. Your proper Remedy, faid he,
lies againft them at Common Law 5 fo that, upon the
Whole, the beft Adyice 1 can give you is, that you get-
together, and make up a Purfe among yourfelves 5 and,

as you find the Hawkers invading your [aid Right, fue

them, and proteft yourfelves.” To which we replied,
If this be the Cafe, we are ina bad Condition : And
the laft ‘Queftion we put was this, #e defire to know
of your Lordfbip, if we find Foreigners hawking, &c.
cvithout Licences, will you pleafe to lend us your Aid.
His Anfwer was, [ don’t care to meddle init.”
" Thus, my Fellow-Citizens, we got a final Refufal
from him, whichwas all we could obtain, notwith-
ftanding all our éxtraordinary Expectations from 3
Perfon of his Penetration ; and as to the Order from
the Court of Alderinen, it has never yet appeared, al-

thoigh it is neéar three Years fince they promifed it 3°
rieither is it likely it ever will ‘appear 5 but, tho’ hig
Lordthipls 'Way of Reafoning may feem plaufible at -

1

fhal

firft Vicw, and his ‘Conftrtions feifable upon the
A& of Queen Anne, let us, examine them ; and, by,
¢he natural Confequences that flow from them, we:

.. Numberof Women

fhall be able to judge of his Abilities, and e |
. . . N . ? rh
his " pretended Sincerity, and great Protcﬁati;?ss 2{?

Srrenuoufly afferting the Rights Ui 1
firenio élg:t : ,}{;, 14 Rights and Privileges of bis
. Fx_rﬁ, he acknowledges the A& of Common-Coun-
cil, in 1694, was confonant to the Laws of the Iand
and the Hawker we complain of was then a Vagaz
bond: And that,. fecondly, all the Reafon why he is
not fuch now, is becaufe, in the Lift of Vagabondsin
the faid A& of Queen Aune, heis left our. This I
think is the whole Strength of his Argument, but
whether this Argument is worthy the Patronage’of a
‘Man of his - Charater, of the Penetration he is ef-
| feemed to be Mafter of, is worth our Confideration
That the Hawker is left out I grant ; but the Reafon
why he is left out, Ithink is obvious to any Man of com.-
mon Underftanding, wiz. as there was at that Time
an Act in Being, made in the Interim, (9. and 10, of
King Zilliam the I11d) to tolerate hawking by Li.

| . cenfe, under the ReftriCtions as aforefaid, (not to

hawk in any City, €9c.) muft be defio ‘
as he exerciles the Authority thereby ,g;:ic;:]y Iheiilo?et-’-
gally, under thofe Reftrictions, and not otherwife ; but
to infer, that the Intention of the Legiflature, by ,leav-
Ing the Hawker out of the Lift, was to aéri&ge the
Right and Privilege of this, or any City, &, and
€0 alter the Law of the Land in punifhing the Hawlk-
ing. W}thQPC»Li?‘?nﬁ? (even within a City) is ver
rlglenﬂr'ogs, ~Thirdly, ‘It is injurious both to th)é
rince and Subject,  Fourthly, It would unhinge the
Power of "the Licenfe-Office. ~ Fifthly, It would ren.

der us Citizens rather burthened than privileged by

being Citizens, ' Sixthl s a natural Co

being ( ns.  Sixthly, As a natural Conf 3
bxs own Advice, tq fue them at Common ‘Lae\guiins %gg
obferve the Streets, hBow they are infefted wirh’ a great
Numbero en, Boys, and Girls, efpecially of )
that conftantly are feen hawking ; Whogl to fu)é Su Z?g?:

fmon Law (which doth not hold to Bail) would be

“endlefs, -
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endlefs, their Names anddPgaccsi‘ :fpfrxebf’::te g(l?é b?éi%
g , d, or, if found fort ent, _
¢?ﬁ33rccgo}3 nSo that it is almoft impracticable g‘o;'v ex.;s:
E]‘a L\?Iean.s of Common Law, to protect OEI e nce;
Xd befides, to put the whole Troublq and : }tcl[]): ces
a, on us (v;ho are only to have a Mpxe,ty_ of the Pe-
#lpl the other Moiety being the City’s) 13 \i%r.ynit
23 tgr,ous and unbecoming the Honour an lgRe}i
ta(t?ntl is City : *Tis, in fhort, putting us ulf‘});n a Re-
, d] Jalmo{% as bad as the Difeafe. 1 ;hlg ]ergcll ght
mewzll have faid we difown any Duty, or fec 5 " > he
o rer intended to trouble himfelf in defendi gbut
I;gi‘ohts and Privileges of us,fhxs Fcl}ciw—s(lltnggs ,Pray
he to do it for ourfelvess and,
:;;:glly \;\;I:ZS ilslsbecome of his great and mighty Pro-
; . b4 " . P .
mx’i%‘sh;ffoggi?;d .among many mmi]e, :éfe glre él?;grgi‘
3 that muft attend fuch a Conitructior
glc:n{e;}w:ncvish;cg his Lordfhip then put upon them,

and for which Reafon he refufed us his Aid, I think

no Man will pretend to deny. And, according to his

t our i ight of |
ini i llows, that our mﬁ.[’ccd'ng of
tohgl?éﬁtr;’lel% riz]rg(; of;) -tgé City, as aforefaid, is without

' Pre-
Foundation, and no more than a r}wél;ce‘??;{’zhaén% Pre.
ence. notwithftanding we are fubjecte fo the Jever
;E?nes,and Payments in the Support © -»oa;r_eD e
Citizens, and towards the_Gra,,nd.eu'r and Dignic
Ihé’?ﬁ&s, my Fellow-Citizens, I hal:feveglrgzr; gﬁg
+ fhort Account of the Ufage we ?HII met with
c.om fome of our Magiftrates 3 for, thould L h out
'gr?cri} recite every Particular, it .woul.d‘tlre n{lee tﬁow ?Wé
and vou to read : But,. by this you may eh'Chair h
i};veybeen difcouragedand ftigmatized fromthe Chair 1t

L) ..

i in icht) by one of the very
to regain our Right) by
Kggrrxlr;%hom w% Leretofore elected, upon the {pecious

Pretences of his known Abilities and Promifes of

s KI - hich, I pre-
frenuanfly Alferting, &, Aéjc‘q UP Ot WhIED: fume
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fume, no Freeman, &9, of Common Senfe, will think
fuch a Man as this fit to be put in Nomination for
a Candidate againft the enfuing Ele®ion, or for any
of the fuperior Offices of Honour or Profit in thisCity,
who has thus voluntarily (I will not fay ig -orantly or
wilfully) given up both us and our Retale Trade to alb.
the Vagabonds and Foreigners that will pleafe to in-
vade us therein 3 nay, and been their Advocate a-
gainft us : Shall we judge fuch a Man worthy to be
entrufted for the future ? No, furely : But rather to

be detefted, abhorred, and defpifed according to his
Deferts 3 and avoided as one would the Plague and

Petilence, or any Thing that is hurtful and deftruc.

tive to our Peace and Intereft. -

But, if it be objected, This Gentleman, although yoru
eomplain [0 loudly againft bim, might polfibly, in the very -
Affair you complain of, ast according to his real Judg-
ment 5 and, if [o, be cannot be blamed, byt ought rather
¢o be pitied. I anfwer : That the very A& of
upon which he built all his Objections, ¢and even al-
lowed, that the Interpretation, according to himfelf,
might not be forefeen by the Legiflature, but mighe
rather be an inadvertent, than an intended Abridg-
ment of our faid Right) happen’d, upon another Occa-
fion, to be brought before the Houfe of Commons the -
Seflions following, in order to an Amendment ; on
which we deputed a proper Perfon, and fent to his
Lordthip, our Member aforefaid, defiring bim and

bis Intereft to move the Houfe in its proper Time, in or-
der 10 get the [aid AS explained in that Particular,
But now, as before, inftead of

Duty, and to demonftrate 1
our faid Right, or was pleafed, or ready upon fuch a
favourable Opportunity, to do us Service, he evaded
it, and chofe to leave it to ourfelves to- apply to o-
thers ; and, yet more to difcourage us, fent us Weord,

*Twas bis Opinion, we might fave ourfelves the Troy-

ble, for be believed the B2ufe would dy nothing in it,
This

Q. Anze,

being zealous in kis
e had a little Regard to
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This was a finithing Stroke 5 for, he thereby convin
ced us, (orat leaft me) that, even from the very firft
Application we made to him to the laft, he never in-
tended, or had our Intereft at heart; but always was,
and is our Enemy 3 and this Conduct gives us Rea-
fon to think, he had a fecret Caufe that induced - him.
thereunto 3 that the Oppofition we met with fror him
did not proceed from Ignorance of the faid Laws 3 and
that, from the aforefaid Paufe in the Chair, he me-
ditated our Lofs, and the Hawkers Gain : But what-

cver Reafon has prevailed with him to defert us, 1

am refolved no Reafon for the future fhall ever induce
me to entruft him again 3 unlefs he can and does de-
monttrate, that the Retale Trade of the City, fo far
as refpects Wares and Merchandizes (except as is ex-
cepted) doth not wholly and folely belong to the faid
Freemen, Inhabitants, &¢c. as above; or, that Fo-
reigners, with or without a Licence, have, as practi-
fed, a Right to fhare the faid Trade in the City with
us ; or, that a Freeman, but no Inhabitant, or even
a Shop-keeper, within the City, hath a Right to wan-
der the Streets, and to other Men’s Houfes, about the
City, Hawking, thereby foreftalling the faid Shops, as
aforefaid : Let him difprove thefe, and then I will
appear, afk his Pardon, vote, and poll for himtoo.

But, in the mean time, let it be every Elector’s
Enquiry to put in Nomination, and chufe fucha Man
as hath thefe Qualifications. : :

Firlt, A Man fkilled in the Laws, Rights, and Priw
vileges of the City. COE

Secondly, A Man of Fortune and Honour, not like-
ly to be feduced by Bribes. '

7 Thirdly, 4 Man of fteady Courage and Refolution,

not afraid to ail according to bis Fudgment.

Thefe, I prefume, are the neceflary Qualifications,
and, I hope, it is our firm Intentions for the future,
to cle€t the Man, who, either to our own Knowledge,

*or on a ftri¢t Enquiry, appears the moft Wortby;’j‘a&d
R - able

Lo [ 17 ]
able to vindicate, ‘and in Tru 2rt our Richi
and Privileges by Works, andlgltt?hgg Cz:st gxll: Kights
thing but &ords. > his Doty
is the Man I will poll for, let him '
him be Tory, or call him by what Néﬁ;:?ﬁ%r, l(e)rf le't'
the wife, honeft, courageous Man,- is the Man ? wa .
an‘d,. I make no Doubt, ‘but that there are man ;ml,
to be found thus fitly qualified in this City ; el}llé u;l
Age muft be bafely degenerated indeed ; -;ndI o
miny in'all Shapes will {foon reign uncont;ou]ed gncg
vifibly appear in all our Foreheads, to our Con,fu?;(])
and Deftruction. But, I hope and believe, this is .
yetT c}>1ur l?mentable Cafe. - o o
- Therefore, my Fellow-Citizen: -keeper
iI‘Ietalers, &c. let us thew to the chr,ld,Slzl?ft liifeeegi?’
ome tolerable Share of Senfe, that we can difting "'{’e‘
between a true Brother and a falfe one betlwgpm a
Friend and a Foe? a Man of Deferts, fr<’>m onf?ha?:.
;c;alllgfo 1}?&22 nodT\;\t]le_: (;o our favourable Regardsb- let’
yond Words, and enquire :  le
us be punctually juft to ourfelves%ndeozlite}ﬁr’gfeer?ts y o
Oppofition to fuch a Man as this, who, I amy, llnl
informed, is intended to be continued o;zr Memgg '
b);_ moft of our Wholefale Traders ; fome of whom (ir,
rle pect to our Complaint) are alfo our Enemies ir;
the Encouragement they are frequently g%v‘ing,thlc'

‘ LY D ’
< ‘

LL;}I']C n;a'y have privately endeavoured to influence not
y this particular Magiftrate, but allo fome of tl

Court oF»AId.ermen, not to difcharee their Dutlre
The Reafon is plain, becaufe the Hawkers are tgé’

- beft, if notat prefent the only Chaps the W halefale

GOOC]S) and the Citycf LO?ZdO}Z iS one Of Lhe beﬂ:‘

lf\'/lz}}rlkcts for them to difpofe thereof. But it may be
?«l/n Jobji&cd in Behalf of his Lordfhipand the Cou'r;
.Jclf, the Recerder returned the Order with bis Oj)z',

D : . niow,
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‘That Man that will .do his Duty.



mion, that it was not drawn according to La;v; a;;d,
s it was not lawful, bow dare you to complain againft
the Court for not publifbing it? 'To which Ianfwer, -
I do rot complain againft the Court for not pub-
lithing an unlawful Order, but I complain of their
fo flightly giving up our Caufe; of their laying it
by 5 and of their not being likely to concern them-
felves any-more in the Affair; according to his Lord-
thip’s own ‘Words. This occafioned us to enquire
into the faid Order, and wherein its Unlawfulnefs did
confift ; and, if we were rightly informed, the Un-
lawfulnefs was only this, That the faid Order was di-
refled 1o the Conftables of the City, charging them, that.
they the [aid Conftables fbould make it their proper Bu-
- finefs toi go out in Search of the faid Hawkers, and, as
they found them, to take them, {md brmg them bqfore_
- the faid Magifirate.  Upon this the Recorder very
juftly declared the faid Order unlawful, becaufe it
put an unreafonable and illegal Duty upon the Con-
ftables, which Duty the Court had not Authority to
put upon thien: For, if this were the Cafe with the
Conftables, they need no other Bufinefs, exther‘ of
their own or the City’s, duringthe Year of holding
the faid Office. But, though the Conftables are the
proper Officers to bring the faid Offenders before the
faid Magiftrates 3 yet it is firft the proper Bufinefs of
as Shop-keepers; €¢. when we find the faid Hawkers
invading us, to ftop them till we can get a Confta-
ble, and then, indeed, the Conftable is obliged to
execute his Office as aforefaid. Thus (if our Infor-
mation be true) the Recorder reafoned with the Court,
Whereupon the Court, if it had had our faid Right
at Heart, and had not been otherways influenced,
certainly would have given proper Inftructions, that
the Order might have been amended and drawn ac-
cording to Law ; and then might lawfully and ho-
nourably have been publifhed in Dilcharge bothl of
| - their
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their Duty and Promife to us, as aforefaid :* But
their fo readily taking Advantage of the ill Draught
-of the Order, and the Recorder’s faid Opinion, to evade
‘the Afferting of eur faid Right, is what I complain
of, as being contrary .to the Affurances they feverally
-gave us at the Times we eleCted them into their faid
‘Office 5 for: which Reafon, I hope,. we fhall all be
~more cautious in.our EleGtions for the future. . Never-.
.thelefs, T would notbe underftood to accufe the whole

Court 5 for, :I'am fatisfied, there were fome prefent,

that would willingly have vindicated our faid Right ;
and there are fome who havebeen new chofen Members

fince we made:the:aforefaid Applications, who are

‘thereby altogethér out of the Queftion, and muft: in

-this :Point: neceffarily. be faultlefs::: Becaufe, as I ob-
ferved - before,. it is..near three” Years fince we pre-

fented our faid Petition. The Way then to know
~our, Friends from' our Foes, is to enquire among them-

felves, as we did. of his Lordthip, viz. Was you pre-

fent.2 ~Was you confenting to.lay by our faid Peti-

-tion ? - Or, What did you to vindicate us in the En.
-Joyment of our faid Right ? To which; if he is fault-
lefs,. no doubt, - but hé.will give you. fatisfactory An-
{wers, and the others may be puzzled to acquit them=
Cifelves. L el cbLEL T
- Now, in order for:the Security .of our faid. Right,
- whoever among .themthat may rhereafter be put in
- Nomination, :againftithe enfuing or any other - Elec-
- ~tions, ‘'when they ‘apply to-us for our Votes, ¢5c. let
‘us accoft them:to' theit ‘Faces with the following Quef-

tions.. .

~ 1, Are you fkilld in'the Laws, Rights, and Pri-

vileges of the City 2+ .

«.2dly, Do'you know, that we, -the Freemen, Inha-

bitants, Shop-keepers, &c. are entitled to the whole .

- Retale Trade of this City, " except as is excepted? - -



2dly, Do you folemnly promife, (provided we' e-
lect you) that you will exert yourlelt, to your utmoft
Capacity, in the Defence of our faid Right, - In every
Opportunity you may have during:the Continuance
~of the Truft we thereby thall repofe in.you? .. .o
" “To which,-if he anfwers, bona;ﬁde,um‘the Afﬁr-
mative, then, I prefuine, (provided he be a Man of
known Integrity, and of good Principles) he is a fit
Perfon to be elected.  But fuppofe hé.fhould “anfwer,
You. bave not ‘the faid Right mow :::’Then et us puc
the following Queftions. . . . 7 ol
athly, H%vf}you, or will you, .Publigkly demon-
frate, .that now we have not.the faid Right ashere-
‘tofore, but that it is actually -abridged. by F_he‘fq%d
A& of Q. Aun, or any other A&:,?;asafpyefgld: 3 and
thereby furnith a fufficient Ground to petition the Par-
-liament for a Redrefs? . . 1o o
5thly, And will you, if..N,eed.b_e,‘z.fg far as inyou
-lies, promote . and . procure fuch a:Petition to be pro-
je@ed and prefented by and.in the - Names pffthe
- Lord-Mayor, Court.of  Aldermen, ‘and .Commonal-

-ty of this. City, and at the City’s. Expence profecute -

-the fame to your utmoft 'Abilities to regain ‘our faid

Thefe Quetions, my Fellow-Citizens, 1 think, will

. appear very neceffary, and yet modeft, for us both to
~put and to demand an Anfwer to, .before we deter-

_ mine, either to nominate or eleét any:Member or Of-.

- ficer of Honour or Profit for this- City ; efpecially
- confidering the :Neglect and Oppofition - we have. met
with, both from the Court and Chair of this City .as
aforefaid 3 and, I think, we are not juft even to-our-
felves, nor to our Pofterity, if we neglet thefe Enqui-
ries and modeft Queftions : -And, if we will omit them
. in Complaifance to others, to whom perhaps we may be

under fome Obligations, we thereby give up our own

Underflandings, relying upon the Direction of others,
R B which

[2t]
which others are generally found to be either Mer-
chants, or Wholefale Traders, who are infenfible of.
our Loffes, occafioned by the faid Hawkers, becaufe
they do not feel them, it being out of their Way.
Thus, I fay, if we will ftill give our Votes for

- Perfons unexamined, the Fault will be our own, -and

we thall juftly deferve the Characer of Fools, and be
looked upon hereafter, asheretofore, as a Parcel of poor,
trifling, infignificant Tools, not worthy the Notice or -
Confideration of our faid Court and Magiftrates, when-

ever wefthall complainof any Invafion of our Righisand

‘Privileges, either from Hawkers or any others: For'
it fully appears, that this hath been our Cafe already,

and will continue {o to be," if we will not ‘fhew oure

felves to be Men, -and that we have among us Retalers

fome little Share of Senfe and Underftanding left.

- Let uscaft our Eyeés around to other Cities in this

Nation, and fee how they out-do us in this Particy-

Jar ;5 -efpecially the City of Briffol. See how the Peo-

ple there flourith ;- for, asI am creditably informed,
they fuffer nio fuch Invafion of their faid Right ; no
"Hawker or Foreigner' dare to enter their City : And
-why ? becaufe the People are wifer, and their Wifdom
is vifible in their prudent Choice of Governors, and
for that Reafon their faid Magiftrates delight to join
in their’ Protection 3 and they may ferve asa noble

and fhining Witnefs for us, that the Laws againft the
faid Hawkings are ftill in Force, and not abridged :

‘For, who will prefume to fay, the Magiftrates of
Briftol alt contrary to Law, in their defending the

faid Retale Trade of their City againft Hawkers ? or

‘that they do the fame in a tyrannical Manner ?

Objection. The Hawker with a Licenfe is no Vﬂgabond,
becaufe be that pays the King' 4 1. per "Ann. is not fuch.

“Anfwer : “That he is no Vagabond in general is true 3
'-but‘in particular he may be conftrued fuch, when he
‘is'out of the Jurifdiction of his Authority 3 for, where

his
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's Licenfe hath no Toleration; (as in Cities) he may,
gly an acute Penetration, fuch-as before-on the Act
of Q. Ann, be more fitly conftrued a Vagabond, and
that without the utmoft Strenuoufnefs. - But as that is
a Point fomewhat foreign to the prefent Complaint,
a2 further Examination better fuits abler Heads than
ml%eehdes, the licenfed Perfon, I pref_u;_ne, is to be
found to be proceeded againft at C.omrn‘or_x-Law, the
Name and the Habitation of the licenfed Perfons are
mentioned in their Licenfes, and therefore we are not
altogether without Relief againft them, but are im-
practicably fo againft the other, as aforefaid, and un-
generoufly fo in regard to the Honour and Dignity of
the City, if thc;h Court ftand by the aforefa;d Ad-

ice of his Lordthip. = AT
Vlcggje&idn., Toupin/z'jl too far, and at a Venture,
“where you fay, that no Foreigner bath anmy Right in

the City to fbare the Retale Trade with the Freemen, - |

Tubabitants, &c. under any Pretence or Authority whai-.
foever 5 for, contrary 1o this, .every real Worker or
Maker of Goods batb a natural and tolerated Right 1o
fell them eitber in Perfon, or by bis Servants or Agents,
“wherefocver be pleafes to go or fend, civher.in Cztzes,@or
'elfefwbere. Anfwer: That a Foreigner may enter,*as
obje&ted, into the Cities, &¢. to fell his faid Goods
to the Inhabitants of the City, who are Dealers in the
fame Commodity, either Wholefale or Retale, - 1s ad-
“imitted 3 but that he hath a Right to come or fend to
hawk them from Door to Dogr', and to other Men’s
Houfes to retale them in the Cities, feems to me a ve-
vy great Inconfiftency s becaufe, many Men, who
work up many Sorts of Goods, and keep Abundance
of Hands, and may employ an unlimited Number of
‘Servants and Agents, may fo fill the Streets.and Pub-

lick-Houfes of this City, as would greatly interrupt |

the Trade and Traffick therecof.  And fa‘rtbe_r, if t};gi;

-

be Law, it lays a moft intolerable and ruinous Bur.:
then upon us Citizens, Inhabitants, &, and would
render us under very great Difadvantages, too heavy -
to be borne. But, I prefume, that it is not Law, from
thefe Reafons following, S

1/t,. All Men know, we in the City are at much
greater Rents and Taxes than the Foreigner without,

2dly, That we can employ none but Freemen to

~perform the mechanic Part,

3dly, That free Workmen always have higher
Wages for their Work than the Foreigner pays,

From whence ’tis plain, unlefs we have an O por-
tunity of vending a larger Quantity than the Foreig-
ner, we are under a Burthen, and he is free : For,
what greater Inconfiftency can there be than that,
a Foreigner fhall not work up his Goods in a Cit ,
yet, when he hath made them elfewhere, he fhall ei.
ther come himfelf, or fend as many Perfons as he
pleafes, to retale them in the City ? If this be the
Cafe with Citizens, Good Lord deliver us! for, to the
three Reafons above, do but add this fourth, Thar
every Citizen is compellable to a continual Expence from
the Day be becomes fo to the Day of kis Death. ~ For
Inftance, the very firft Day he is bound Apprentice,
he pays a higher Sum to the Hall he is bound at than
the Foreigner ; he gives a much higher Sum to his
Mafter. than the other ; and, before he can reap any
Profit, muft take up his Freedom both of his Ccm.
pany and City, at his own Expence, commences ccn -
tinual Quarterages, and fubject to be called to fun-
dry Offices and Duties at very confiderable Expences,
which the Foreigner is not at all fubje& to. , '

Thofe that are acquainted with thefe Payments and
Duties, muft know, that the Whole, upon an Ave-
rage of a common Life, is feldom lefs than an hun-.
dred Pounds, to many much more, and to fome a-
bove five hundred, and moft of it againft his Con-

fent



fent 3 to which if he don’t comply, when demanded;,’
an Action will lic againft him ; and that he alfo is:
altogether as much or more liable to .the ‘Parochial:
Duties as the Foréigner. If, for all this, the Citizen

hath not hereby really purchafed the infifted Right 5.

then, in plain Terms, I fay, - he is juggled, and
bafled, and trapped into a Slavery, inftead of buying:
a Freedom: But, I truft, it is not fo, and 'that
from the Inconfiftency thereof. For, can it be fup--
pofed, that the Wifdom of the Legiflators fhould be fo
thort in forming and fhaping the Government of
this City, as to fet Limits to the Freemen, and leave
all the reft of the World unlimited ? As for Inftance,
if a Freeman project the Stall of his Shop-window
an Inch beyond the prefcribed Limits, he is profecu--
ted immediately, and obliged, with the Expence and.

'TFine, to take it back to the faid Limits?. But the

Foreigner, his Servants, and Agents, according to the
Objection is unlimited, and fhall.come and ftand be-
yond the Freeman’s Limits, with his Body and a Box,
or Bafket, or large Parcel of Goods, unlimited, and.
without any Duties, Expences, or Fines ; and fhall ex-,
pofe and fell his faid Goods even before my Shop 5
tor no other Reafon but that he, truly, is  the real
Worker of them ; and thereby circumvent my ‘Shop
and Market,. in the Difpofal of my own Goods, who
alfo am the real Worker of them, as well as he.. This
certainly muft be fuch an Inconfiftency the Framers of
the wife Government under which we live ~could ne-
ver be Authors of. o

- Objection. 2ou lay. a greater Strefs, than you ought
to do, on the publick Declarations of the Candidates 3 for
thofe publick Promifes are no more than Words.of Courfe,

>tis the common Road through which all tread, and there

ore not much to be regarded. ~Anfwer : -If T were to

tell any of them fo before their Election, they would ;

have jult Caule to call mea rude, impudent Fellow ;
' ' ' and,

R 14
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4nd, unlefs T could give a better Reafon for it than

the Objetor, I ought to be toffed i ‘
the Ol » Lought to be toffed ina Blanker. Bur, I
fdfy, whoevet publifhes fuch Promifes, contracts avDejbr‘,
~ of Honour, and he can -hever difcharge that Debt of

g:)noug,‘ ulnleﬁ;'he does all that in him lies to vindi-
o fh,an‘ protect the juft “Rights and Privileges which
1e then promifes to do. -~ Nay, further, ,px:ay_remémat

ber the Qaths he alfo takes, to qualify himflf after our- .

Choice, and I fancy i ‘ ]
Ghoice, : you will find our whole Sec ‘
13 Ig{; .rgt{?ed upon their -Honours on?;r., W ple Securiey

jection,  ou feem 4o be fuch an avowed Encn
20 f/[ale {{afwkers.-, ‘that, if vou can but lLive yoztffez’y
%oub ow't care if they be all flarved 5 and that is the:
.2(147; z;;oq; Dg[po_/z'tzq;z in you, which was remarked ,@J];,c,f
Créﬁgu:z ,e aforefaid. You do’t confider thew as Fellow.
X{equds they can to provide for them/felves and Familios,
niwer: The Reader may eafily obferve through-.
Ol,let the foregoirig Sheets, that I infift upon no more.
tCan the Laws infift on. The A& of Common-
council, in 1694, exprefly - fays, - [ ‘That, . b j

s 5 % _ ;
o ibc tIiJayvs _and Scatpt,es,of,thls Realm, a]l Perfons
- Wandering and going about from Place to FPlace, .

T iy 5
¢ and to othet Men’s Houfes in the City, are deemied.

¢ Rogues and Vagab and {1 '
(W mogu ‘Vagabonds, and fhall be punifthed as.
¢ fuch.”. And the A& of K. William in%6919 ?gysqs

£

o anat.this
fhall not extend, or be . conftiued to extend, to.

¢ give any -Power f Li wker, |
.8 y -Power for the Licenfing of any Hawker,
(14

€¢
.. rough, Town-cor Via ithi
. ugh, ‘Town-corporate, . or  Market-town . within'

-7 this Realm, any . otherwife than might have been

[ 13 : .
done before the making of this Act ;. any thing.

o tl.mg:xr} cqm.a:!nec_i to the contrary notwithftanding.”
‘rom both which, in my Opinion, it follows, that no.

13
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Perfon, (which includes Freemen as well as Forsioners)
] ;‘ . R g A -

. .Sr»‘ . o - . .531&14‘
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that bave a natural Right to ufe the beft

¢ ‘That this A&, or ' ; in..
at- this A&, ‘or any thing contained therein, -

SPe]dlar, or Fctty,Chapman? ‘to fell, or expofe to,
- Sale any Wares or Merchandizes, inany City, Bo-:
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have any Right to wander about in any Cities to hawk 3
therefore, he that does it, does it in open Violation
of the Laws; and if to complain agal.nff an open
Violator of the Laws be a barbarous Thing, then his
Lordthip had Reafon to brow-beat us. o
The Reader may likewife obferve, the Hawkershave
all the Nation to hawk in, except in Cities, &¢. of
which far be it from me to hinder him 3 nay, would hei
keep within his Limits, or would the Magxf;’trases' 0’0-'-
lige him fo to do, as frictly as they oblige me, )
thould not complain of ¢1ther, but fhould efteem it
my Duty to aid the one and honour the other, accordf
ing to my Capacity : - But to fuffer thefe Invafions u;;-
on.my Rights and Privileges, which I purchafe c;
dearly, and not complain, would be unjuft to myfel_.-
and Family : In fhort, I fhould be like a foolifh Man
that pays Rent for Land, and is at the whole Trou-
ble and Charge to manure and feed it, and let a Stran- -.
ger come and take away a great, or perhaps the gtr)tj,at-
eft, Partof his Crop. And, I prefume, the Objec-
tor will allow, the Hawkers have not a natural or’
tolerated Right to ufe fuch a Method as to know
no Limits: If he does, he muft difallow of all Go-
vernment and Polity ; and, upon-this Confideration,
I have often wondered the landed Intereft of this City
have not look’d into this Affair 3 for, ’tis my Opi-
nion, from hence has arifen the principal Caufe of t_hg_
great- Fall of Rents, and the M.L}lmudes of unoccupie
Houfes in this City 5-and that it very nearly concerns

every prudent Landlord of this City ftrictly to look’

into it, as well as the Government, in regard to its
Taxes, which muft fall in Proportion to the Rents,
or they muft be'made good by an additional Burden
upon us Inhabitants. o
Objettion. You allow fome few of your Mﬁgg/h’zztes
are in your Interelt, and would willingly aid and af-

We

2who,. no doubt, will frand by you?  Anlwer: hay
S 1ave

Why dow't you take the Hawkers before them,.

S S
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have-done {05 and they, - in Default of: the Payment
of -the Penalty, and in Difcharge of their Duty, have
committed them ; but the fame Day, or next Morn-

ing, the faid Hawkers, - fo committed; have by their

Friends :made Application to fome other Magiftrate,
and “he immediately - difcharged them, and thereby
rendered the A&ion of our Friends abortive 3 and, as
far as’in him lay, encouraged the Hawkers, and difcou-
raged'us.”. And, at other Times, while the Commit-
ment was making; another was fent for, and he, being
come, begged off” the Hawker under fome Pretence
or other, which. either diverted ot intimidated our
Friends in the Difcharge of their Office 5 and thus
we have been often perplexed and tired, whereby-
it is become almoft impra@icable to fue for Pro-
tection “even among our Friends ; and any Man may.
reafonably conclude, that as our Iriends are thus.
intimidated by the others that refufe, for them to- ex-
ert themfelves further, would be unhandfome in us
to defire 5 becaufe, according to the Spirit of the
Times, it would occafion them to be pointing Stecks,
who might be marked by others, viz. There Coes
Monfieur Wifeacre, who particularizes hirofelf, to be

fure, in hopes of fome other End, fome Addizion of

‘Honour or Truft; and for us to put thefe few thus
to fignalize themfelves, we think. would be unbecom-
ing us ; fo we rather chufe to apply to the whole Body"
in Court, and, as the Court has not yet publifhed the
Order, according to their Promife, under the a.
forefaid Term, [we think] “’tis in Default, or of the
wilful Neglect, of Duty and Promife of the Body: in
Court, againft whom I complain ; ‘becaufe, until it
become the A&ion of the Body, we cannot expedt to
be fully protected. '

Objetion. When bis Lordfbip refufed to move the

Houfe'. in that proper Time, as aforefaid, Why did not
Jou get fome other of the City Members to do it for you ¢
Anfwer ;" It appeared to us fuch a monftrous Con-

- - E ‘ - firu&ion
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frruction on the A& of Q. Aun, that we thou;ght?’ né
“Member of ‘common Senfe would care to move the
Houfe on it 3 and, I really believe, his Lordthip was

athamed to do it, becaufe he muft have taken all the -

Difcredic of it' to himfelf ; and none’ of his Brethren
would have cared to fthare any Part thereof with him 3
becaufe he isthe only Man that ever ftarted that-A&;
againft us, or at leaft fo far asever I heards for, if

there were fuch an Abridgment, certainly the Recor-

der, or fome or one of our wife Governors, would
have noted it long before now. ‘But, what puts the
Matter out of all Difpute on that Head is this, the
Court’s publifhing, at our Requeft as aforefaid, the
faid A& of Common-Council of 1694, in or about
the Year 1725, as Law, which was about fixteen of

~#gighteen Years after the Aét of Q. Ann, which 1s,

for us, a full Proof, that the Court did not apprehend
the faid Law inany wile abridged ; otherwife his faid
Lordfhip muft confequently accufe the then Court of
manifeft Negligence or Ignorance, .~~~
Obic&tion.  The Hawkers are a Set of poor People,
and ‘the Trads they fbare with you, and the Hurt you
complain of, is fo trifling and frivolous, that it 15 not
wworth while to cry Jo loud againft them, Anfwer: Some
ignorant’ People may indeed be of this Opinion, but
many of our /#belefule Men know to thge contrary 3 and
1 can prove many of them carry great Value about

thém, from 100/ to 1000/ a Man; and alfo make

~ their Brags they can have 5000/, Credit, and they

' have often been the ‘only Perfons between the Maker-

and the Merchant ; which, ‘I am fatisfied, many of
our Merchants ‘and principal Traders can atteft, if

they ‘care to tell the Truthz In fhort, I am well af-

fured, many of them deal for .canfiderably - more in
¢his City, than 4 great many of us Shop-keepers 3

And farther, *tis well known, they  are often received
~ and carefled amongft the Gentry, and Perfons of. the
‘greateft Worth and Figure about this Metropolis 3

. % >‘.a,,:,,,_' . . ) ' ~ . . 5 . &ls{

tis often feen they attend with as much Boldnefs as- -
if they were Perfons of great Note and Eminence, .

going to make or repay a Vifit ; which T have often
thought, ‘in Stritnefs of Juftice, very much reflects

upon their Honours, and. that they dre not fo nicein -
it ‘in- this refpet as becomes them: For Inftance, -
fuppofe a Perfon of high Rank, who doubtlefs has -
many Houlfes in this or other Cities where he refides, *
and the Shop-keepers are his Tenants, of whom™ he

expects his Rent, and ‘therefore ought to encourage
them with fome of his Cuftom ; and, I think, I may

juftly affirm, their Honour thould teach them to give
usthe Preference, and not to hug the Hawker in their ©
Bofoms in private,-and leave us to ftarve in publick 3 -

and by and by to feize our Goods, and turn us out of
Doors ; when:the greateft Caufe of our Misfortune is
for. Want of Trade,- occafioned by illegal Hawking,
I.beg the Gentry would confider this Point, and prac--
tife as well as profefs to be Men of Honour.

Objetion.  2ou yourfelf have given a fufficient Rea-

Jons why we fbould prefer the Hawkers, &c. your great

Rents and Laxes, your extraordinary Duties and Fines,

as Citizens, and your bigh Wages, &c. render you in- -

capable to furnifb us fo cheap as they s and; furely,

every prudent Man ought to deal with thofe People who
are capable to afford bin the beft Pennyworths.  An<,

fwer ;' Thefe Objectors are very fhort-fighted, have
very fhallow Judgments, if they put thefe as their real
Sentiments ; the thinking Part of Mankind know bet-
ter. I defire thefe to turn back, and they will find-
an Exception which will ‘overturn all the faid Rea-
fons, wiz. unlefs we have an Opportunity‘of vending
a larger Quantity., Now, fuppofing the Hawkers re-

moved; we have this Opportunity, and, under the -
Advantages of this Opportunity, Experience  thews,’

that there is no cheaper Markets in the Nation than’
in this City 5 “tis from the Reéturns and the Quantities
vended to the Multityde of Cuftomers, who are here-’



in, or refort hither, which' counterballances,. evén-in
our Favour, all thefe extraordinary Expences; &5,
As for -Inftance, obferve the publick Markets," fup-

ofe Leadenball, or any other, in which-a Butcher
for a little Stall pays perhaps 20 /. a Year, which:in
fome other -‘Place he might have for 20s. and yet
he gets a good Livelihood, - fells as cheap or cheaper

- than dnother in the Skirts of the Town ; and, upon

the Whole fairly gets 205. while the other.in the
fame Time don’t get 20 d. and all this is from the Op-

portunity aforefaid; and the fame Argument . holds

equally good in refpect to us. ~But, fuppofe-I were

- to faunter about this Market with a Bafket of Meat,’

and pay.no Rent, and I had a Warehoufe or Whole-

faleman within a hundred Yards, that would furnith

me as cheap as he furnifhes the Butchers, I might then
vend a large Quantity, and afford it fomewhat cheaper
than he that pays Rent; many fuch as I might in
‘Time ruin the faid Butchers. I prefume in this Cafe
1.ought and fhould be.foon examined, by what Au-
thority I do this; and fhould be punithed ; and the
Wholefale Men that furnith me would be defpifed, and
both of us equally judged as publick Enemies to the
Traffick and Trade of the faid Market. Now,
do but examine the Nature of our Complaint, and
ou will find it exactly tallies, and that, unlefs the

- Taid Hawkers are removed, the Confequence muft in

Time be the Ruin of us. And, I prefume alfo, in

“the Cafe of the Market, the Landlords, whofe Pro-
perty the Stalls are, would think it their incuambent
Duty and Intereft to aid their Tenants in punithing the
Foreftallers : Even juft fo much it concerns. the Qua- -
lity, Gentry, €3¢c. who are our Landlords, to endea-
- From all
- which it follows, he that hugs the Hawker as afore-
faid, at the fame Time a&s a filly Part ; he proves -

vour, all that in them lies, to protect us.

himfelf no Conjurer 3 but, in reality, hugs the Man

that is ftriking at the very Foundation of his Eﬁated ;.
A ' , and,

—— N
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" Objettion.
doubtlefs, have Licenfes, and, as they are Men of

Tl

and, if he goes on in his Folly, he may by and by
have the Pleafure to fee his Houfes ftand unoccupied
and rot, being ufelefs and unfit for us; becaufe, if
we cannot be redrefled, our beft and moft advanta-
geous Refolution will be, all to turn Hawkers, as
many of our Brother Retalers have already done.

Thefe great Traders among them,

Subftance, and are eafily found, why don’t you fue them
at Common Law? [feeing the AGt for Licenfing them
exprefly fays, ¢ He that hawks contrary to his Li-
““ cenfe forfeits 12 7. and his bawking in Cities,
where bis Licenfe doth not tolerate, may be confirued
bawking contrary to Licenfe, and fuch an Aftion for 12 1.
may hold to Bail. Anfwer: Whether fuch an Aétion
will hold to Bail I know not, and whether his Hawk-
ing in Cities. will be conftrued according to the Ob-

jection,. is to us very uncertain ; and it will coft us

much Money and Pains to try it: But the greateft
Misfortune we lie under in- this Cafe is, that the very
Act itfelf is deficient in that Point; becaufe it doth
not mention or give Power. to fue by Bill, Plaint, or
Information, &c. as is ufual in other Aéts, to reco-
ver the Penalties, And I have been often told on this’
Head by able Lawyers, thatthis A, in this refpec,
isan A¢ and no A¢t, 1s like a Body without Limbs,
or Limbs without Sinews. From whence ’tis plain,
the faid Hawkers, knowing the Weaknefs in the faid
A, prefume thus to invade our faid Righr: For,-
were it not for this, I acknowledge, we might then:
againft fuch eafily prote@ ourfelves at Common Law 5
but, as it now ftands, we cannot poflibly do it in any
practicable Manner ; and, for that Reafon, we are

obliged to center all our Truft only upon the A&

of Common-Council in 1694. From whence I con-'
ceive, if our Governors of this City would but take
our Cafe under their Confideration, and would in
their own Names apply to Parliament, .to pray in our:
‘ . - Steads ¥
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Steads to have the faid A& ftrengthened in that Point,
with the ufual Power to fue by Bill, Plaint, or In-

~ formation, &¢. and a fingle Claufe added, - fetting

forth, that every Perfon that fhall hawk without, or
contrary to, his Licenfe, &c. fhall be deemed a Va-
gabond, and punifhed as fuch, according to the feem-
ing original Intent and Meaning of: the Legiflature
in the before-mentioned Acts 5 then there. would be
an End of all this Complaint, and we fhould be re-
inftated and certified in the Enjoyment of our faid
ancient Rights and moft vital Privilege : And cer-
tainly our Magiltrates are the moft proper Per-
fons to apply to Parliament-in this Point s becaufe
they can beft demonftrate it to the Houfe, and may
have greater Weight there than we. -
Objelion. That the Hawkers are very ufeful and

of Advantage to the Publick, by being inftrumental

in the Difpofal and Sale of Abundance of -Wares and

- Merchandize, 1701/’9'}} danaged and found, which perad-
wenture would not elfe be difpofed of. - Anfwer : If the

Objeétor means, that he is fuch in Villages, &¢c. with~
in' his own prefcribed Limits, and he trades honeftly,

~vending damaged or conterfeit. Goods as fuch, and

° b - - . -
found as found, and takes a fair and honeft Profit,

and don’t impofe on the Ignorant, then I heartily ac-

quiefce with the Objector; but if he means, that the

Hawkers fhall be unlimited as aforefaid, to enter Ci-

-~ ties, Corporations, &¢. where he is ftrictly forbid; then.

Ideny it: Becaufe he renders the Shopsin a great
meafure ufelefs 3 for whoever .is minded to buy da-
maged Goods, {Fc. may have them of Shep-keepers
as fuch at an Under-price ; and. the Buyer, if he is
cheated, has an Opportunity of a- Remedy againft the
Shop-keeper, but don’t know; in that Cafe, where to
find the Hawker : "And, I prefume, the Objector will

“allow, no Perfon ought to be cheated, which at pre-

fent is the Practice of many Hawkers,. as Thou-
fands of Witnefles may be found to atteft 5 though,

g

s

I allow, if there be no fuch Cheats fuffered, fome of
the Wholefale Traders muft lower their Sails, and not
~carry their Heads {o high : Alfo, that the Body of
Jews muft be more liberal in their Contributions to
Aupport their Poor, which, ‘at_prefent, by the faid
:Hawkings, are a Burthen upon us.  From all which
-it follows, that the faid damaged or counterfeit Goods:
may be vended, and the Wholefale Trader eafed of
.them ; though, indeed, not fo much to their Profi.
Objection.  Though you have proved -ihe Hawkers
Jbave no Right to hawk in Cities and Corporations, yet
you gdd an e, What do you mean by the [aid {305 2
~Anfwer:- I mean the utmoft Bounds of the Limits
~that were fet by the Legiflature, in the forming of the
Maid Aé for licenfing Hawkers, the fame as is am-
.ply found'in that and orher Aés relating thereunto,
-z, Market-towns are alfo excepted, unlefs on Mar-
ket-days in- Market places; which exally tallies in
the fame refpet with the Liberties allowed in Cities
-and Corporations, viz. at publick Fairs and Markets
legally fettled or proclaimed for publick $ale of fuch
-and fuch Commodities, for fo many Howrs or Days
“during which T'ime, within fuch limited Places, Fo.
- reigners and the Hawkers may enter, take their. Stands
-and fell their Goods. This, I apprehend, was th\;
original (Intent and Meaning of the Legiflature 3 and
- that. at other Times the Hawkess fhould be authori-
-.zed to trade in Villages, where the Shons are but few
-and {mall, not fully ftored with every nécc{ﬁrv Com-
~modity to fupply .the Neighbourhood ;. and herein
~the Legiflature acted very wifely, by providing . a
~Maintenance for the HFawker, and a Marker at the
Door of every. Villager, and an Encouragement to
~.the Ufe and Confumption of Wares and Merchan-
-dizes 3 and herein the. Hawker is ufeful and advanta.

geous to the Publick.c But when he exceeds thefe pru-

dent Limits, '\ﬁ"hf:n he enters Cities, Corporations, £2c,
he is not necefiary, but hurtful 5 becaule every Ciry,
Co ' I ) £
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¢c. is apparently crouded with Shops and all Man-
ner of Commodities, in great Plenty, where: every
Inhabitant, every Perfon that is therein, may eafily
and with Pleafure furnith himfelf. = And the fame Ar-
suments will hold as to the Liberties of. Cities: As
for Infrance, the City and Liberty of B efiminfter ;
s well known, the faid Liberties are equal, if not
fuperior to moft ‘Corporations and Market-towns in
the Nation ; that the Shops there are equally crouded,
as well ftored 5 and that the Inhabitants have the fame
Opportunity to fupply themfelves:; yet the Hawkers
there carry on their Trades unmolefted, as fully as if
they were particularly authorized fo to do:* But, ’tis
my Opinion, the Legiflature never intended it ; and
tis likely, if the faid recited Act was but ftrengthened
and invigorated as aforefaid, the Houfe-holders and
Shop- keepers there would be protected againft-them ;
for, 1 dare venture to fay, no Man can produce any
{ufficient Reafon, why they:fhould not 3 and certain-
ly they will be confidered not-to-be inferior to a Mar-
ket-town, ' : -

Objection. If the Shop-kecpers fould gain a to-
tal ProteSion as aforefaid, then they might impofe
upon the Publick, by Jeliing. at very bigh Rates, if
ot extortioning - Profits. Anfwer: This is-a Sup-
pofition entirely groundlefs, and even from their
long paft, and prefent Practice ’tis. manifeftly feen

“to the contrary ; for, inftead of that, they are con-

tinually veiwing to the utmoft to underfell one ano-
rier 5 nmay, the Publick Papers are a fufficient Wit-
nefs againft it, it being well known, there are, al-
moft in every particular Trade, {undry Under-fellers,
and fome that would not fcruple to ruin the whole
Fraternity to enrich themfelves 3 for, they advertife
their Goods at fuch low Profits, that, they themlelves

know, if all the reft of their Brethren were to do the -

like, the Profits upon the” whole Confumption would
not half maintain the. Families that are.employed in
4 _ , the

SN

the-faid Trades, andthat the certain Conféquencé :

would be all their Ruins: But, not to build

( heir | : , my An-
fwer to the Objedtion wholly upon thefe bafe )‘Is;xcr?«
ficers, thefe publick Enemies, which every prudent
and generous Man muft defpife arid abhor, and Juftly

rank them among the known and fufpected St
- § Nz ed Smug- -
glers, Scoundrels, and Cheats of the 'Aée, acco?c;z?g,

to the- good old Proverb, Honefty is the beft Policy,

\ﬁ)_xch;wams little or no Demonftration 5 becaufe a
an. cannot more hurt himfelf, than by taking an

lez.(orb}tant Profit 3 for, herein his Avarice would ruin
um 3 and that he ought with Induftry and Frugality

to live by his Bufinefs, I prefume, all Men will al-

low : Let this then be the Rule, the ftandi i
| ! Qule, the ftanding M3
and then the Publick will be honeftly fervea,_a:c}iﬂgzé

fair. Dealer encouraged, and herein the Objector may

reafonably reft the Cafe ’till Experience. proves the

contrary, which, I think, at prefent there 1s no Dan-

ger of, -

'ijeétxogl.' If the Hawkers fhorld be wholly keps
within  their intended Limits, they would nit take
out fo many Licenfes, - and then the Government would
lofe Part of their Revenue. Anfwer : This is caft-
Ing a very impudent Sneer upon the Government, as
fuppofing they would prefer a thoufand Pounds or
two per Annum to-the general Goed and Encourage-
ment of the pul.)lick Retale Traders aforefaid, who
ds well known, in other Shapes pay a hundred,Tir‘,e;
as mugh : But, for Argument fuke, fuppofe Icriuﬂt
it (which God forbid fhould be true) in that Cafe I
pray the Government would make ftrict Enquiry into
the Nature of the faid Hawkers Trading ; elpecially.

within the Bills of Mortality ; and, I am fatised,
oo

thevaill.ﬁ_nd them {uch Venders of unaccuftomed
and prohibited Goods, that, for every Shilling the
receive for the faid Licenfes, they lofe ‘.Eicrhcecxfpen&c}é
they ought to receive for Duty ; and further [ pra
the Government would confider, that, thdugh th)g
F 2 Quota




 both?
refer to the Citizens ot Biffols. I can.fay no more
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Quota for the Land-tax, on the Fall of Rents, and.:

unoccupied Houfes, hath” been for fome Time paft

made good by an additional Burthen upon us, the fur-.
viving Inhabitants” of this City s yet, if the faid .

- Hawkings are countenanced, it may very probably

end in the Ruin of us ally and pray, from whence :
then muft the faid Quota be made good ¥ and farther,
to remove cvery Objection on that Head; I propofe.
an Equivalent; and fubmic it to the Judgment both
of the Government and of every fair and honeft Tra-
der, aid doubt not but it will bé accepted by the Ge-
nerality, viz. Lay a round Duty on cvery publick
Advertifer for Sale of Goods,. with the Prices fixed:

in their Advertifements ; and, if that be ftill found -

deficient, lay another Duty on publick Au&ions. -
Thefe, T prefumey may treble the aforefaid Deficiencys
© Objection.
that you camnot recover the Penalty of 12 L for want
of the Claufe o fue by Bill, Plaint, o Informationy
&ec. How is it then that ihe Citizens of Briftol pro-
126t themfelves, fecing the fame Law is equal to you
Anfwer : To give a certain Proof of this I

than from Report; for I was never there in Perfon %
and T told you before I wasonly creditably informed
{o; But 1 have this to fay farther, from the fame
Credit, that they have either a Law or Cuftom there,

that every Perfon taking up his Freedom depofites one

Shilling towards raifing a fufficient Sum to protect
their faid Right; and that by thefe Depofits they

* have a very large Sum, and are thereby capable to

catry on the Procefs fo the utmoft Extremity of Law 3
and the Hawkers and Foreigners knowing this are
afraid to invade them. But we, in this City;" have
0 fuch Law or Cuftom, nor can have, unlefs our

Goverrors would encourage it ;- and, for want ‘of -
~ “that; no fingle Man, nor even a Sce of Men, canbe
SR \ : found,

If the Agt for Licenfing is fo weak,

s i N i

- found, torun the rifque. of fuch a troublefome and ex-:

penfive Suit 5 and therefore we are at prefent obliged.
to center all our Truft upon the At of Common
Council-in" 1694, and ’us for the Mifconftruction of
our Muagiftrates  thereon, or the wilful Negle& of the
Court therein; I.exhibit this Complaint againt them.
- Objection.  If the Hawkers are fprevented fr‘oﬁ';
Ezz;bkz;gg out . of their Limits, fome. of “the: Wholefale
Traders wonld lofé the beft Part of their Bufinefs 5 and
why. fhould mot-the W holefale-man:, be l,azz-ﬁ'c?jz;/mgéd as
well asthe Retaler ? - Anfer : Becatfe the 77bolefale-
meit are not Freemen, they may dwell and trade in
the City without being obliged to be Citzens, and
are-therefore exempt from  the . Duties, Fines ', and
Expences asfuch. SR SR
Obj=Ction,  That many of the Wholgfale Men are
free, and deal botli by Wholefale and Retale, and
yet the beft Part of ‘their Profits avifes from furnifb-
ng. the faid Hawkers 5 and; *tis well krown, fome
of thefe bive gotten Eftates therehy, and furely thefe are
to.be commended. - Anfwer : I think you will put thefe
very Wholefale *Rétale Traders among. the Number of

the Fools-of the Ages and I challenge them to de-

imonffate; iri this Point; that they 2& Tike wile Men 5
if not, .they ought to be ranked amongft the ‘ciom:'
mon Sacrificers of Trade, and the p‘ubﬁck Enemies
of the City ¢ Becaufe,  the very Eftates they have
gotten thereby hath .been the Casfe of the Ruin of
fome Hundreds, if not of Thoufands of their Brother
Citizens : So that, inftead of their being cominended;
they ought to be defpifed ; for it is" obvious to every
Man of Senfe, that, if they would confine therifelves
within the Rules of Honour, they: would not fuffer ag

objeéted : Tho’ they lofe the faid Hawkers Cuftom,

they may reafonably expeé to have larger and "morée

. 'freque‘nt Orders from the. Retalers, who would then
Yele by {7 717 b -;1 s e . 3 ay LA [ SO .
douotlds vend greater Quantities, .and themfelves alfo




o Curb 5 it ought to be open and free as dir.
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i their retale Branch 3 and in the End both will reap’
equal Advantage. . o

Objection. The faid wholefale - Freeman, when be
Furnifbes the faid Hawkers, may apprebend they do -not
exceed their Limits 5 but may aGiually vend their Goods
in Villages, &c. and be would be eficemed a foolifb
Man, if be refufed to furnifb bis Cuftomers. - Anfwer :
I allow the Objecor has good Argument in this Ob-
je€tion ; and that, if his Apprehenfion is fuch, (ho-
neftly fuch)sthe avbolefale Freeman would then be
to blame, to refdle .to furnifh them; and I com-
mend him in ‘doing it: But when he furnifhes
Hundreds ina Day, and perhaps every Hour in the
Day, and every Time he walks the Streets, or fre-
quents the Coffee-houfes, fees his own aforefaid Cufto-
mers, vending the faid Goods in the Streets and pub-

lick Houfes, I prefume he can’t honeftly apprehend to

the contrary ; and farther, when the faid Hawker is

taken up, in orderto have the Laws executed againft

him, and this {fame wholefale- Trader publickly ap-
pears, - either-in Perfon, or: by a powerful Friend, to
pray him off, or privately influence the Magiftrates
to flag in their Duty 5 I hope, in this Cafe, the faid
wholefale Freemen may then juftly be ranked among
the Enemies of the City : And ’tis in thefe Cafes only
I would be thought.to charge them, as being wilfully

inftrumental to the faid- Grievance, and- Encouragers

of it to the utmoft of their Power. o
But if you difcourfe with our Wholefale-men, or
any of the Encouragers of illegal hawking never fo

long, or till they can bring no Arguments to vindi-

cate it, they generally have recourfe to this Ob-
je&ion, which they put with fo much Boldnefs and
Affurance, as if it were not to be anfwered ; wviz.

Trade (fay they) is a facred and wolatile Thing 5 it
is the Life and Support of all Conftitutions 5 every Man -

bas a natural Right freely to exercife it, it ought to know
Anfwer ;

‘Whether

‘Whether it be facred I refer to the Clergy 5 for perhaps
the Obje&ors may mean, it behovesg{hem tg ;}r]ggi
their Fun@ion no Trade, as oppofed by Quakers :
Whether it be volatile I refer to the Phyﬁcians‘a’nc‘i |
Chemifts, who are deeply concerned in"its Profits,
and are invaded by Quacks : Whether every Man has
a natural Rightfreely to exercife it, I refer to the Law-

yers, who have fuffered by Petty-foggers.: But  that it

ought to know no Curb, I take upon me to deny ;
and, in plain Terms, to tax the Qbjedi '
lithing a Doétrine that is pernicio¥s, and would; if
regarded, unhinge and deftroy allGovernment and Po-
lity : For, I prefume,. by no Curb, he means, ever

Man may deal in what he will, and may fell where he
will, without any Reftri®tions or Limits, . As for In-
ftance, the Exchange might be filled with Hawkers:

as well as the Coffee-botfes 5 St. Famess Park. and
the Courts of the Palace the fame : A Butcher ?night

‘take a Stall at Bear-key 3 a :Corn-facor fix his Stand

in Palace-yard ; a Grafier may ftand with his Catt]
Whiteball-5 and - Gamefters fet up their ’-I‘ab]ese ;115

Smitbfield.  In fhort, every Man ~may do-as he

pleafes, according to his own particular Humour ;
‘whereby all publick Markets would be confounduerd: |
there would be an End of all Cities and Franchifes,
no need for any more Lord-Mayors, no Prohibitions -

-of foreign Commodities, no Interruption from owling

our Wool:- In fhort, there is nothing, never fo

‘hurtful or deftructive to our Conftitution, but what
‘may be juftified by this bold and infolent Affeition.;

nay farther, as he repeats it in other Words ; wviz.. Ji

-ought 10 be open and free as Air, he muft mean to ex-

tend it all over the univerfal Globe; for, as Air is a

-univerfal Principal, and as every Man has the free

Benefit . of it to breath where-ever he goes or ftands,
even fo, fays the Objector, ought to be his Trade,

o ?ut, *.I,t.hink, it may be eafily demonfirated, chat
from ¢his Notion, this boundlefs Affertion of his,.
- ' ' have

of pub- (/¢
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have proceeded tHE: gredteft Calamitiés, -Misforturies,
and Unhappinefs; that. has happened .amongft.Man-

kind. Hence the.Spaniard- might be ‘moved : to’ de-
populate and enflave the Natives of America 3-and the

. Pope might fromhence applaud the faid ‘Action, and

give ithe Sanction of juft. Hence other:Nations fnay

“be fuppofed to difinvolve ‘themfelves fromi:Part . of

the Guile, by taking: and fharing 4 Part. of . their. Pof-
feffions. Henco the feveraliNations may:as:Boldly.jufti-

"fy their Breachi of Contraéts, by aiding.or- fuffering
“contraband Trade s land:hence all - private: Merchants

throughout the whole World, may, with asunuch: Rea-
fon,  Juftify their illicit: Trade.. In fhort, to.compre-
hend the whole Ewil; that hath' enfued from:this wild
Notion among Mankind, from hence may: be imputed
the Rife and . Ground: of the Differences. between N g
tion and ‘Nation ;. and rhe Occafioh of.the prefent,
and fome former:Wars ;. and . there is ample:Room,

- from the Abfurdky, ‘the Inconfiftency, andfatal Con-

fequences that would accrue from this WNotion, to fill a
Volume = of confiderable Bulk, " to*enumerate . the
‘Multitude of Evils wherewith it would:ibe attended in

~ regard to Mankind::

" But,. to reafon a-little from the Incoherency of their
own Words, .and fee' the jarring Confequences;. iz,
Tyade is the Life.and Support of - all Conftitutions 5 thefe
-are the. Qbje@tor’s own Words, ‘but how- they came to
‘include them I .cannot apprehend, - unlefs they: be'deem-
“ed ‘to be nttered by rote, jult as Parrots. prattle with-
-out any fenfible Intention: This:is, in my Opinion,
an uster Contradiétion to themfelves ;. for, At Trade
‘ought to know no Carb, if it ought.to be open and free as
. Air, pray where are-your Conftitutions ? All King-

" doms, - all Cities, and Corporations are rejected as

fuch, - as appears above ;. becaufe, ‘as they fay, every

Perfon throughout the whole World has a‘zatural - |

. Right to enter and trade in them ::So that, according
. to the whole Scope of the Obje&ion, there 1s but one
' ' Conltitution
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Konttitution in the World in refpe@ to T ;

if fo, then every Citizen that hafs),‘ by his_rgien,;?f
fubjetted lurpfelf to the Duties, Fines, and EXpehc'eé"i
to fupport himfelf as fuch, has imprudently involved
himfelf into an expenfive Slavery, inftead of an ad-

- vantageous Privilege. But this, I prefime, no wife

Man will allow ; and therefore, the Objeétors; not
withftanding their Boldnefs, their -addatioju;; A;Is{;r:r?été

in putting the faid Objection, I fubmit to V.
- Brother-Citizens; whether they ought not to %?acﬁg“f
{ed by the thinking Part of Mankind, as fo many falfe

Brethren, Enemies to this City in particular, and tg
the Pubbhck in general ? and whether they ought here-
1n to be countenanced or encouraged i '

] oun 1 any refped

whatfoever ? » o ‘y”efpegﬁ‘é

 Thus, my Fellow-Citizens, inhabitants},‘ Shop-

keepers, Retalers, &5, I think I have demonttrated;

-againtt the ftrongeft Objeions I ever heard, or could

conceive, that we are intitled to the whole Retals
Trade. of this City 3 (except as is excepted) that ’tis

~the Duty of our Magiftrates to the utmoft of theijf

Power to proteét us therein ; that fome of them have
flagged in their faid Duty 5 that the Court ot? HA?;;?
men, as a Body; alfo forbear to exert themfelves in
our Defenge, notwithftanding we have prayéd their
Affiftance in the miofi humble Manner 5 and that we
have done all that in us lies to gain Redrefs § the
W hole of which I fubmit to your ;Judgment-’vhc{t‘
doubting but you will join at this Junéture to p’ilt‘thé
former Queftions to all Candidates; and demsdnd their

‘politive Anfwer to them ; that you will be fo juft

to youtfelves and Pofterity, to eleét the Me ‘
give. you the beft Almlran(‘;?;s, and are the inofgt] cr;;cf
ble to perform their Promifes § and that you with me
will refent the Ufage we have miet with froin the pre-
fent negligent or wilful Oppofers; For; if, aftef all
gls, we will yet give our Votes for fuch as thefe, we
hall have no Body to blaéhe but ourfelves 5 and how

-k . gan
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can we, with any Face, for the future, complain 2=
gainft Hawking in this City, if we efpoufe -the In-
tereft of fuch a-Man as this? . :

But, methinks, I hear fome of my Brother Retalers,
who are prejudiced in his Favour, muttering this Ob-
. jetion, wviz. Poffibly you may bave conceived a worfe

Opinion of bim than in reality be deferves 5 be may bave
inadvertently flipped into the aforefaid Errors, or might
bavé had many weighty Matters of much more Moment
wpon bim at thefe Times, which might oblige bim o
neglet this Affair: And, as be bath attached bimfelf
frictly to our Intereft in greal Concerns, we ought 1o
forgive bim in this fmaller, and, perbaps, if it were to
do again, and be bad the Affair before bim, he might

exert bimfelf berein. To all which I anfwer + When we'

firft applied to him, in his Mayoralty, fora-Hearing
“acainft the four Hawkers we took up as aforefaid, the
 firft Disfavour he fhewed us was this, to make us
‘wait at leaft four Hours before hie came into the Chair,
though we acquainted his Clerk of the Cafe, and he
himfelf was all the while in his private Apartment 5,
(during which Time feveral great Fews, and others,
were {een to be admitted to him, for what End 1
jeave the Reader to judge) and, though it was the.
Summer Seafon, it was Candle-light before he took his
Chair, which’ was unu
‘ther point-blank told us as aforefaid, Hawkers with-
‘out Licenfes had ‘a Right to bawk in the City, but
not out of it 5 which was a Proof to me, he muft have
confidered the Affair before the Hearing : And, when
he found us fo well prepared with the feveral Laws

as aforefaid, and that he could not brow-beat us

‘out of our Complaint, he became a Requefter in

Favour of the faid Flawkers, and Jed us on Step by
Step as aforefaid very deliberately, til

own Conftruction on the A& of Q. Anwas aforefaid,.
on which, according to his own Words, he had taken

fual on other Occafions ; and -

1 he fet us -
‘down with his Refufal to a& for the future upon his: |

&

a great deal of Pains, either to protect us, or -to-de-
fend the Hawkers ; and fo quite.rt)hrouglhftitch t%iﬁ's
Refufal to move the Houfe as aforefaid 3 during which
Time, which was the beft Part of a Year, certainly he
had fome Leifure : From all which, I think, I may ra-

~ tionally conftrue, that he might have found fome Op-

portunity to have affifted us, if it had been the De-
fire of his Heart, and, Iam fatisfied, no unbiagﬁceci
Man will difallow of this Conftruction ; and, if fo

then his Oppofition was_ either the Effect of privaté
Tampering, or voluntarily againft us, and was not an
inadvertent Slip or Error of his Judgment. = And, as
to his great Attachment to our Intereft in Matters 'of
greater Moment, I confefs, I am a Stranger to them 3
and refer it to thofe that know him better, and (hould
be obliged to any one to fhew wherein our Intereft as
Citizens is fo much concerned as in this Point.” And . a8
to the Probability of his till doing it at his Leifure,
he himfelf is the beft Judge ; he knows of our Com-
plaint, he muft alfo know ’tis juft; he is a Member:
of the Court of Aldermen, he is one of our préfe'nt‘
Members of Parliament ; and, if he really doth. re-
pent ‘the Ufage he has given us, let him " now_exert

himfelf, let him in this preft ions do his utmoft.
imlell, let hi ) this prefent Seflions do his utmoft.
to redrefs us, let the Court of Aldermen alfo jc())ih_. e

therein, let him demonftrate his Amendment by no

doing his Duty ; and, when I fee his fincere R);penvff
tance,. I. thank God I am fo. much of a Chriftian, .
that 1 can forgive him : But, unlefs he do this, doth he
not remain. guilty of. a. Breach of Promife and Duty,
and unworthy of every, Retaler’s Vote ? - e

Methinks, I hear ftill a fecret. Whifper among
fogxac; of the Retalers, viz. I fhould be glczg’)e;o 2}925:; g.'
wife, boneft, courageous Man, and am willing to fhew
Zzy; Refentment againft this, and all fuch asthis: But
¢ bath.great Interet amongft many of my beft Cu/t033
?er;.; and, I feary if 1 dow't give my Voice for bim,
v,//az‘zl,l;dzfqlzizge them, aﬁé, perbaps lofe their Cuftom 5

and,

i
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and, I am perfuaded, this would even fagger your owWn
Refolution, Anfwer: This is talking like Cowards,
and not like free-born Englifbmen s it favours very
rankly upon Slavery, and, I hope, there are but a
few fiich poor Wretches amongft 'us; they are of all
Men the moft unworthy to bave a Vote to give;
they are entire Givers-up of their own - Underftand-
ings 3 'tis, in fhort, to take a Bribe in a fubtile Man-

_ner; and I fhould think it the greateft Difhonour
~ imaginable to be of ‘their Number No, if I know
: myfelf, I would fhew my utter Deteftation to fuch a

mean Practice 5 if 1had but twenty Cuftomers in the
World, and ninetéen of them were in the ftrongeft
Manner to threaten never more to deal with me, un-
lefs I give my Vote for this Man, without Repen-
tance as aforefaid, 1 would, for the Honour of ‘my
Country, the Intereft of my City, boldly oppofe, and
give my Vote againft him, - " Lo

” Thus, Gentlemen, ye to whom thefe Sheets are fine

~ gerely addreffed, ye that fhall be nominated or offer.

yourfelves as Candidates at the next general Election'
for Reprefentatives in -Parliament, I intreat your fe-

‘rious Perufal, and, I hope, ‘you" will think our Cafe

worthy your Attention’; and that fuch of you whom
we fhal] inveft with Power, will exert yourfelves to
influence the Parliament to grant us a neceffary Re-
licf, and fully to afcertain us in the Enjoyment of our
faid jult and moft vital Privilege. - And, ‘my Fel-

low Citizens, I alfo entreat, that you will mind your

own proper Bufinefs, and not- fuffer yourfelves to be

led into Errof, by canning’ Men and fubtile Artis’

fices, about foreign Enemies 3 ‘nor to thew fach Dif-
like to the wife Adminiftration we live under, nor, in

particular, to décty and declaim the Convention, as a

hurtfyl ‘and ignoble Scheme, which I challenge one |
in‘a thoufand, in his own Knowledge, to demonftrate.

But let us ‘inind our known Enemies at home, viz.

‘ §lj‘¢ Hiwkers and their Abetters; who have - already

ruined

ruined many of our Brethren, and, in Time, if not
oppgfed, may alfo ruin the reft of us. What I have
herein wrote is Truth, either to my own Knowledge,

or from creditable Report; and ‘if the Main of it

fhould be contefted, if the Court of Aldermen can

deny their publifhing, in or about the Year 1725,

the 500 Sheets, containing the A& of Common-Coun-
cil in 1694, as Law ; or, if they can deny our laft
Petition, which' is now more than two Years and a

half ago; or can deny the Anfwer they gave us as

aforefaid 5 then, and in that Cafe, whenever fuch De-

nial publickly appears, I promife to thew myfelf, and-. N

bring fufficient Witnefs to prove the fame, whatever

the Confequence to- me may be; or elfe lie under

the odious Charaéter-of a’ notorious and wilful Lyer,
gé)d fubmit to -be punifhed for falfly afperfing the faid

Ourt‘;" i : oy e : R .

Objection.  Your Complaint is exhibited in a very
unbandfome and unbecoming Stile, you ought to be tayght
better Manners, than thus abruptly to accufe -the ho-
nourable Court of Aldermen s *tis your Duty to fubmit
to the Fudgment of your Superiors, and to addrefs your:
Complaint with the Reverence due to their. bigh Stations,
and ‘a more decent Refpeit would better become you.
Anfwer : I love Plain-dealing ; I would not willing-
ly accufe the Innocent and truly Honourable ; neither
would I on the other Hand daub, fawn, or flatter the
Unworthy. - 'Whenever the Court fhall publickly ap-
pear to vindicate our faid invaded Right, and nobly
do their Duty, then I fhall efteem them worthy of
all Honour according to the Objection: But, until
they do that, the Faulty among them, (who I fup--
pofe -are the Majority, elfe our Friends might have
prevented the Delay of publithing the Order as afore-
faid) I confider as ‘Perfons unworthy of Homage. .
And, as to their great Judgment and Superiority,
whgn I_rc;ﬁc& back to the other Day, when they were.
plain Citizens, fuch as fome of us; and that the Ho-.
: Co nour
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sour they. have, they were invefted with by our own
AQs, on their {pecigus Pretences. and Eromlfes;a.s a-
forefaid, I think. they arc in that refpect no more thg.n_
Creatures of .our own Making, whom to worfhip
in their Errors, would be a Sortof wilful Idplatry 5 and
would render us, in regard to Senfe.and Underftand-
ing, little or nothing preferable to Idjots, or fuper-
ftitious Fools; and, asto a more reverend Addrefs
1 refer -to our.aforefaid Petitions -already " prefent-
ed, wherein; 1 am fure, if they. will but re.examine,
chey will find we have dandeled. the Dol of Sub-
miffion in.all .the humble Manner that  is  becom-
ing us: . So that, in fhort, we have done our Duty to
the utmoft,” and they, as a Body,. have left.us to this
laft Shift to.feek. Redrefs, which, if there were.any
Poflibility to obtain any other Way, I fhould much
rather attempt it, than to take this Method ; which,,
‘as the Cafe now ftands, at this! fuitable Juncture, I
judge to be both.commendable and feafible... .. -

. Thus, my. Fellow-Citizens, Shop-keepers; Reta-,
'lers, &c. 1 think. I have {aid enough, te.put you up-
on an Enquiry after Perfons, of .Merit, and, to raife
your Deteftation againft Deceivers and vain Boafters :

For, you may obferve, the fame Bait is to_ this Day.

advertifed, with the utmoft’ Applaufe, and in Honour
to and. by our faid Oppofer; which, for my Part, I
am aftonifhed at him to ‘fuffer or offer 5. efpecially,

confidering ' the Ufage he knows he-hath fhewn, to--
wards us and our faid invaded Right: But, what is
it fome Men will .not do.to eatry their Point 2" But .
at prefent it lies in our Power to prevent this; be- .-
caufe, as is- obvious, the Retele. Livery-men of. this.
City are by far thé major Part Qﬁ.:.thﬁiy oters: There-.
fore let us not fear to exart meﬁ'ly(?Sa; in ourown juft
and neceffary, Defence 5 nows let-us do our; ows Parts,
our own Duties, by ftrenuoufly-oppofing fuch-a Man.
as.this, or elfe pever more pretend to open oyr Mouths,

or complain of any Hardihip or Oppreflion that may

hereafter’

[47]

hereafter befal us, - Confidet, if you will now fell your

Vote, or give of omit it by Dire&ion of yeur Cuf-

tomers, you in teality do the very Thing againft
which, you complaifi and condemn in others. Take

care you are not jiggled cut of your Senes, in -re-
gard to Parties; by cunning defighing Men, who en-
deavour to lead us like Fools into Error to our own
Undoing ; and laugh in their Sleeves at our Stupi-
dity. ~ And fatther let me intreat you to avoid receivs

ing any -Treats, any delicite Dinnérs .or Suppers ; -
partake of no jovial Bowls, for the fake of your Votes;

remember thefe are litele Bribes ; *tis all dirty Work
and the Giver of them cannot, in Striétnefs of Ho-

- nour - and Juftice, be fuppofed to be totally void, of

all difioneft Defigiis ; unlefs he, at the fame Time,
fuppofes you Objects of Charity, and that you, the
very Perfons, whom he is to reprefent, are uncapable
to chufe for yourfelves, or are a Parcel of ftupid
Wretches, unwortliy ariy Note or Proteétion. To fee

~a Parcel of wealthy Citizens got together with their

beft Bibs- and Gergets, their Wigs. bepowdered, and
their graveft Faces put on, as if they were met to con

fumimate fome mighty wife and laudable Ceremony 3
when forfooth they are enly met to partake of a

Treat, and drink themfelves out of the lictle Senfe
they have left, for the fake of their Vote, at the Can-
didates Expence 5 at tlie fame Time loudly crying
out againft Bribery and Corruption in the State, fure-
ly fhews the prodigious Depravity of the Age, and
that there is nothing more prevalent than monftrous
Stupidity, with a Meannefs and Poornefs of Spirit 5
fuch as, if found among the vileft or moft vulgar,
would. be univerfally defpifed and condemned. One
would-thitik thefe poor Tools are either fo avaritious,
or low in the Pocket, that they won’t or can’t afford
to allow. themfelves half a Dozen good Dinners:or
Suppers in feven Years' Time, Ah, poor Wretches

i indeed !



- indeed ! They can plead no better &ufe th*'abjeé‘f
. ‘Poverty, occafioned by -illegal Hawkings, ¥ .. .
. Objeétion.: Such Meetings are neceffary and ufeful s

. for Without them.we could neither promote theglleition

of Men of Merit, nor bave fufficient Opportunly to ex-
amine -or_fathom the Abilities of the Candidates 3 and
[fitch Meetings muft confequentlybe attended with Eg)mces 3
and if the Candidates do pay the Charges, 113 but a

Trifle, which they are too_much of Gentlemento refufe
20 sfquire us-withal, and it does mot deferve the Name
of a Bribe. Anfwer: Tallow all the Advantages of
fuch Meetings, as fully as the Objetor can alledge or
defire, and-would attend them at Times when the Can-
didates are prefent 5 but, according to the prefent
Pratice and Behaviour of - fuch Meeters, there is no-
‘thing fo much neglected, as the Search after Merit

-and laudable Abilities 3 ’tis frequentiy feen to the con=

- -trary.; the principal Bufinefs is to gorge and drink 3
"‘inftead of employing the Time in the Manner pre-
. - tended, the greateft Part, after the accuftomed Healths,
s fpent in Singing ;.the general Enquiry is after the beft
Voices, and inthe End center and conclude in the moft
“obfcene and vulgar Songs and Drunkennefs, fcanda-
‘lous to the whole Company. Again, ’tis the frequent

‘Cuftom for the Candidates, or their Abettors, to de- .

pofit, at moft if not all the publick Houfes, Money
to be fo expended, -and where they can’t be fuppofed
to attend. . Now that all this is Bribery, in theloweft
-and moft vulgar.Senfe that can be, 1 aver, and de-

ny the contrary, in Stri¢tnefs of Juftice and Honour, |

‘againft aby that thall conteftiit, = - s
 Well then, my Fellow-Citizens, &c. Letus meet;
let us confult like Men, and not like Beafts, nay,
worfe than: Beafts ; let us fearch for -Men of Virtue,
let us enquire after Men of Integrity; and, when we
“have found them, (if any muft be treated, let it be thefe
Candidates) let us pay -our own -Expences;let us
chufe Men without any other Obligations than known
‘ . Virtueg

~we are able foberly to make ; and then, if ever, we

may expe@t to be well govern’d, well reprefented,
and*perfectly proteéted in all our juft Rightsp a%fl“lf;i: ,

vileges, but not till then. . :
- Therefore, my Fellow-Citizens, €c. fuffer me'to
repeat, let me again earneftly requeft of you, not to ac-
cept-orencourage any fuch vile and mean-fpirited Prac.
tices. Confider yourfelves-above fuch pitiful, paultry
Delufions 5 and, if there be any of our Brethren that

. you .kn,ow'._to be tardy, In this refpec, endeavour to
- convert him, and, if poffible, inflil better Notions
1 into him = Bur, if it thould happen, notwithftand-

‘ing-all Endeavours, fome remain obdurate, and un-

reclaimable, let us hereafter mark them, and. num-

ber them among the falfe Brethren, among the Sons
and Pofterity of Zfau, who fold his Birth right for

@ Mefs of Pottage. The Confequence.of which was
-to.him, that, when he would fain have inherited the
Bleffing, he was rejected. ‘

Objecion. Al Candidates have been o long aceufion-

ed to treat, &c. and the Eletlors 10 receive them, that
3 any now were 4o -aft the contrary, they would 'ba:
Sureito lofe their Election 5 and dan boneft Man may, in
. Charity, be [uppofed to.do it, in oppafition to a d;]{;o’;@ff
- Many and thereby prevent a greatcy Evil 1o the Publich
“Anfwer: T-dread, from.the Pradtice of many amen gué.
“that the Obje€tors have the Truth.of the Argament on
their Sides, and, if fo,then we are a miferable Crew
‘indeed, we juftly lie under an Accufation the moft
: :.meania'nc.l defpicable in the World 5 and unlefs we can
be reclaimed, and roufed .out of this drunken Le-
..'tha_rgy, \I'hlS ﬂupld, beaﬂ:ly Dep]a\vmije hre.im'_
-done. One wold think the .very mentioning of it
~thould give us fuch  Difguft againft them, and their -
: .’I“re.at.s.too, asihould for ever render.them ineffe@ual -
- Certainly, “thofe among us, that at@_'CaPﬁBI,C‘E_d.fhinlé

H and

b

Virtue, kn Worth.‘ and Abilities, or that appear |
fuclf, under the moft judicious Search arid Enquiry,



“and refle® upon the natural and inevitable Confe~
quences of Things, muft and will refent fuch Aétions
and Affertions as thefe, as fo many infolent- Affronts
upon their Underftandings, and deteft them where
ever they meet them 5 becaufe he that buys, it muft be
fuppofed, intends to fell. Well, but we want honeft
“Men, and an honeft Man feorns to buy, ’tis be-
- Jow his Honour and Dignity 3 his Truth and Fortune
-will keep him independent, he never will fubmit to dir-
ty Work ; he won’t drive his Parks, nor fleece his
Flocks; he feorns to'drain his Cellars, or empty his
Pocket to get into Powers but,if you willelect him free-
1y, then freelyand honourably hewill ferve you : So that,
if you are minded to have fuch Men, and it appears you
will aé in Oppofition to the Objection, I doubt not
but you will {oon find enough of them; but, un-
til this appear to be your Intentions, ’ts not likely
they will be forward to ftind 5 becaufe, according to
the’ Objection, they .will only get their Labour for
their Pains, and atlaft feverally retarn to their Habi-

tations, with this Refleion, I offered to Jerve a Set

“of Men, but I found the Majority of them Fools. .
All this, in relation to us, may be gathered from
the Purport of the Objettion s which, if-falfe, is
putting upon the Majority the moft invidious Affront

- that Impudence and Slander can fuggeft'; it tells us,

.in Subftance, that we prefer Vice before Virtue, that
an honeft Man, without A&s of Difhounefty, would
be fure to lofe the Eletion, and that we thould be
_Slaves, were it not for the Charity of thefe Purcha-
“{ers, Now, this Pretence of theirs muft arife from
the heretofore Receipt of Bribes, together with thefe
- thameful, drunken, paultry Bribes, which too much
‘hath prevailed among us, to the utter Difgrace and
Ignominy of the Guilty, From all which it refults,

that the origina] Seed, the Groynd, the Source and .|

Spring, and the Prevalency of the aforefaid Evils,
againft which this Complaing is exhibited, chiefly
"B ‘ lics

, o Lsr]
ies at the Doors of thefe covetous, bad-principled,

mean-pirited Wretches: Therefore. j
real vvretcnes : refore, 1n order tha
may be well reprefented, well prote&ed, let eqife‘;v;

.Ele&or througt} is Ci f ece
~leCtor ghout this City afk himfelf thefe necef

. - . g .." RN 1“
fa_ry Que ftions ;_‘_Ha.v_e I heretofore. been fwa yed’ aél :

gainft my Judgment, either by Bribes, by T

:C)r t;l){_.thebRequeft of Cu[’comeyrs, to g;ve ym?%?ffé
for this our avowed Enemy, or fuchas he? Oram I
inclxned ftill to. a& the fame Part over again ? And
ne, that is convicted within himfelf, juftly deferves

the Accufation contained in the Objettion, and he

ought to be deprived for ever of any Rioht |
.}3: ﬁga'nnot; plead any juft Pretence toybe a%rdri?ec;l,o{)euz
ﬂ.}maéns ,h,u.ll.asguxl_ty as the Giver. Therefore to
fi thépIt ; whole, and give the true Characters, both
g he _nTuenge,rs .gnd the Influenced, I cannot think
U;‘;;im};;; €rms more proper than thefe, viz, luyking
Vnacrminers, or flurdy Beggars. . -

. Laply, The guilty Eleétors may be fuppofed to

- object, Your Pretence was at Jirft an Effay on the A-

fufes we recerve from illegal Hawkers, and their Abet-
do}g, ff/zgg;@gcb we zzpprawd? ‘and thought you meant well
P ;eff)reB put up with your low, uncouth Way of
e § .’\t""ﬂ,’: _wba;f. the Devil bave you to do with
St ;ﬂye g :;Z«“-iﬂ”te; fqrezg;g to the Point 5 we find now
200 W/:f;lf YI?Z&.:”?’?]?“?W?Z“:’ Dog, not worthy to be
rea ;be;;bé ais. | ecanfe .an bhoneft buff-bluff Gentleman,
ko perts ps oas more Money than Wit (or a Friend of
7 ;’w bo fur nifbes bim therewith, *tis equal to us which)
qu_dwbo do;g’t value [quandering away frve or ten Thon.
Jand Pounds, by making us Prefents, and treating us

like Sons of Kings, and Joining with us, Hail Fellow,

'z_‘zzzill:;ze/z;, dq;z;’z?;cf Jack, and dam’me Tom, whom, it
S _%ng’;geroz;s, #ot to elfJéZ. - Certainly, you aie
fome D Woorefon, fome fanatical Puppy, and, if we
’4 Jou. among us, we would tofs you in a Blanker *ti]]
Yo flink. Anfwer : To be cenfured, ‘accufed, ‘and

| ~threatened, in the ined i 1e@io
~FS 1, In the Mam_l.e:r contained in-the Objection,

H-2 ‘ - by



by thé Vulgar, fome of whom may poflibly cut a
great Figure among them, will not furprize me. I
am not unmindful, that all Men, who have ftruck at,
or endeavoured to root out, the Ground and Foun-
dation of Evil, were, by the Vulgar and Wicked,
always fo oppofed. I would be thought to write to
the Senfible, to them who are, in fome meafure, hap-
pily acquainted with Virtue and from them, 1 doubt
not, but to meet with Approbation ;- and fear not
the utmoft Malice or Revenge of the othiers, My
principal Defign, in this Point, is, if poffible, to roufe
them out of their Ignoranceé and Stupidity.- T am not
unfenfible of the Meannefs of my Stile’s but -yet ’tis
therefore the more fitly adapted to' them, <as not
being above their Capacities: But the other Part
of the Objecion, That Bribery is quile foreign 1o
ibe Point, 1 flatly deny; and infift according to
the foregoing, , that, from the evil Confequences
thereof have arifen the Caufes of this Complaint.
Flad we been fo happy, to have had judicious and
ealous Afferters of our Rights and Privileges, had
they ftrictly done their Dauty, and thereby in géneral
proved themfelves honeft Men, 1 prefume, we fhould
have been, om our firft Applications, effectually pro-
tected.--But, the contrary happening, it may be ifi=
ferred, ‘that, as we are noi redrefled; theugh we have
fought it in due Form, and an humble Manner s-and
that the Court ftill delays publifhing the: Order a-
forefaid 5 and, according to his late Lordfhip, have
totally laid it by, and yet muft be fenfible, unlefs they
- are wilfully bhind, that out Grievance fill continues,
this muft be the Effect of Bribery; of fome fecret,
illegal, and difhonourable Influence 5 for® which, if

~ they are not anfwerable to us, the Time will come¢

when they may repent it to their own greater J.ofs 3
and, T dare fay, the Guilty among ourfelves fhall
have the fame Caufe, the fame Reafon - to repent,  if
they do ot relent, if we will not prefer the future

o

e

to the prefent 5 that is, in fhort, if we will yet (il}
fell our Birth-rights, as I noted before, férT?ieéegl»H- |
“Here, my Fellow-Citizens, lies the Bait, -hereirt
th‘g Snare lies concealed 5 take care, do not be —-ﬁib..
bling 5 remember the Hook is underneath;” and when
you are caught you are Slaves, and no more Freemen:

To conclude, I have this: farther to requeft,’ that.

- you will not think I fend thefe Sheets out to fow

Difcord, or to roufe up a Party’ Oppofition, or
to curry Favour, ot any finifter Advantage: No'
I proteft, 1 aim at no fach Things s all I want
is, honeft Reprefentatives, wife Governors, cou-
rageous Afferters of all our Rights and Privileges
both in the City and Country. - Let Party alone, an
honeft Man is an honeft Man, find him under wilaté-
ever Name you may s and the Devil.is the Devil,
though he. appear ever fo lofty, or under never fo
demure and fancified a Difguife; and our Bufinefs
and Intereft is to chufe the firft, and rejeét the laft
wherever we find them,” "~ . .~ . ”

And, under thefe Confiderations, I recommend thefe
Sheets throughout the Nation ; hoping, wherever Bri-

* beryis or hath been practifed, and the evil Confequences -

© thereof felt by the Publick; or by the particular Elec-

tors, they may riot bé altogether unferviceable. I alio

recommend them to the Clergy, ‘and Teachers of all
Societies, - intreating them to perufe and confider, and
that they will endeavour all that in them lies to inftil
the proper Motives: to Virtue, and  paint out the hi-

- deous and hateful Effe@s of Bribery, according to

their fuperior “and excellent Talents 5 which, I pray,

 may meet with-a Bleffing, and prove inftrumental in

producing Love; Unity, -anid Concord in this Na-
tion 3 and be attended with: a general Benefit both to

“the Prince and Subjedt, bj}'_-'.*eﬁ:.abliﬂling the Intereft

of both to lafting Ages.

- What I have further at prefent to fay is, if it 'may'

be allowed modeft to atteft for myfelf, I mean ho-

-r:eﬁ}y S



O T

Vo :'ne,my'; ‘and that; as no other Perfon, that T know of,

~ has publickly attacked our Adverfaries, rather than
“they thould remain unremarked and unoppofed ; and
that Bribery and its pernicious Effects might be check-
ed in all Degrees and Shapes, that Trade might flow
for the future in its ancient Channel, that all 1its Ene-
* mies and Sacrificers might be exploded, and the honeft
fair Traders be encouraged, Tam willing to rifque the
publithing thefe Sheets, in Hopes they may be attend-
ed with fome Succefs, even though in the homely Drefs
of an illiterate, obfcure, fuffering Citizen. | |

-  ERRATA.
Page 2. Line y. for higher read bigh.
. 10. Line 7. for intend read think.
Ibid. Line 8. for fball read we think to. :
28. Lines 15and 16, for fixteen or eighteen read.

ten or eleven.
39, Line 10. for Objections read Objectors.
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