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ﬂz‘ a-Meeting oft/Je Soczezy for CONS TITUTIoNALf

INFORMAIION héld ar N°: 2,11 New[m ofz
Fm{ay t/oﬂ 151/3 (’@/ ofNawm/’aer 1782., R

Refolved ' ey e
’]’“‘HAT thc followmg Letaer flom JEREMIAH'
BATLEY, Efq. to. the }\ev CHRISTOPHER;
‘WYVILL Chmrman of the Comrmttee -of the
Y mkﬂnre Aﬁocmtmn bc entexed in the Books of
thlS Socxety IR S i

S 1 R Hahfdx, Apnl Ioth I,SO._.{
THL gzeat ab1hty and zeal you' have thewn'

“in yo'u'f "endeavours to pxomote a redrefs of natio=’
nal gnevances encoulagc me. to hope that you',
will not be difpleafed, 1f, ‘on’ tth knowledge of.
your, pubhc charaér, Iplefume to ftate,. thh; |
deference, a few ob_‘]et 100s to- fome part of the
refolutions" of the meetmg ar Y ork on the 28thf ;
ule, - T
_A&uated by prmc1ples ﬁmlhr to your own, I
ended\the meeting ‘thit was held ot ‘the '‘zoth.
of December ;3. and not, only fubferibed: the ’petl-":
tion ag1eed to on’ th'lt day, . but took aftelwards a
very altive' palt to periuade othe'r‘s’ in'this heigh~
‘bourkiood 'to fgn it. © This, Sir, Iprermfe \’Vlth’f"
2 View to’ pxelewe “from - cenfure the rectitude’ of,
my mtentnon pxowded th efe opxmox S ﬂlould ag-»:
pear to you erroneous.‘ e T o
Had I not been prevented ﬁom attendmg the -
Taft’ meetmg, T fhould probably have ‘given. my
reafons then for not ' "xﬁ"entmsr to the propofi tiofi" .
for, mcruximg the number of ngnts ofthe‘Shlre,j
a meafure which feems to me to be _prégnant w1thf |
evils' that ; Inay one chy be’ far reater, and more’

dlﬁicult to eoue& tnan even t = pxeient fyﬁem"
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- by the experience of many ages. . e
Our government is allowed by all who have -

~truft, no dilapidations that may not be reftored
without altering its conftrution : ‘4 work fo de-
- fervedly applauded we ought to retouch with all

[ 90 ]

.. 1am aware, Sir, that to the refpe@able. publig
aflemblies: which have lately given a fanion to
this mode of reformation, may be added the great
‘authority of the late Lord Chatham, But, thgugh
1 venerate the memory of that able and moft wor-
thy ftatefman, and highly refpeét the prefent. pa~
‘trons of “his idea, I dare not carry my adulation
fo far-as to prefer their judgments, when con-
joined, ‘to- the wifdom - of  our anceftors, verified

:

ftudied 'it, to: be conftructed on a plin the moft

excellent; and though 'this ‘beautiful edifice is
+ certainly much’ impaired ‘by time, “‘there are, I

the delicacy and-precaution a judicious artift would
employ to’ renovate a painting that was once the
tival of nature, .. 7 L

. On an accutite examination of the Biitifh T.c-

 giflature, it will appear, that the Third Efiate
1s.compofed, in its primary condition, .of men of

various defcriptions ; . whofe occupations and pro-
perty being very diffimilar,  muft often render

‘their interefts difcordant ; and hence it is requis
fite for their_gencral fecuriy, that they hould,
~ when ‘contraéted into a fmaller body, be repre- .

fented by a diverfity of charagters, = 0
The Lords and great Commoners, being large

- proprietors 6f land, have one general interelt;
and, as: their property is of a permaneit tature,

this bond of union never changes. “The Knights

. W oS NAEE 0.’;’.5‘\-{ st L] DA R ol BN TN VT T g
ofthe «.Sih”%-} are_ chofen, . and for ever will be,”
Ancreafe them fo what number you pléafe; dut of

that body of country geritlémen whofe ihterefts

. are thus clofely conjoined with the Peerage, 7

“itig it “Hutney ' who had ceftainly’ ces
i favbur'fa popular ‘government, ‘is 'compelled
by ‘theirrefiftible ‘evidence of hifforical falts to -~
“declatti(vol. 1i) foli'211.) that aftér the introduca |
- tioh “of Députies from ' the” Boroughs, ¢ The -

Cand WA Lo

\

-+ After the Coniquett, that great multitade,” em-

......

phatically ‘called ‘the. Pégplé, “being miferably 6p=-
prefled by the fole dominion of real 'property, to
- yedrefsia Kgf‘i'evan_ce {o difcouraging to ‘commetce
and induftry,” wifely obtained permiffion, by forme
_means or other, for Citiesand Boroughs' to' fend

Depuities “to Patliament.” This remarkable event
Irippened in the Reign of -Henry the Third 3

and; a5 Hume fuppoles; arofe from nio bétter prink

I3

ciple than Leicelter’s defite to dequire popularity.

- But howevei- that may. ‘be, "it*is " certainly true,

‘that ‘the People’ retained a' traditional ‘memory of

| - the happinels 'of the' nation under fome of the

- Saxon’pfitices’; ‘and the eftablithment of any thing
“that bote ‘a'refemblance“to ‘their ancient cuftoms,

was' 4 fiiré road to populatity 3 ‘therefore, whe=

thet" thiey were” reftored to'this partial’ thare ‘of
- theirelettive rights from illibétal of genefous mo=

fti-'\jé's?;"f# it eqmll y proves ‘their fentim ents ; refpeé’c-
1ot : ‘no‘prejudices

e Hoafe 6t Cominions foon * provéd -one of ‘the

£« moft ufeful,and, in procefs: of ' tine, ‘one. of
% thié bl poterful “members of ‘the mdtional
-« conftitifion, afid ‘gradually vefcued the king-
- ¢ 'domi froin ariftecratical, as well ‘as from regal
% tyranny:”s Saeh; S, iwere the faliitary effeds
“of ‘the ‘equitable mode of jurifdiction wé are try~
ing o aleér! "It eradicated every reliof flaverys
‘and; by encoutaging 4 Tpirit of enterprize’in 'men
of all defcriptions, laid the foundation of ‘the moft -
“gloridus ‘atchievemetits ‘in learning,” comitier
DTARIT R L 3
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© too.in the fitft Parliamen
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_date to induftry by, the i ) 3
juopincean external influence. has:crept.into cities

Cloee ]

< By a law, ;repealed jonly -a. few ‘years .ago; -to

give efficacy to a bill;that ‘a conffitutional Par-
liament . would render totally {uperfluous, rit was
directed, that every perfon, chofen to reprefent a

“county, city, or borough fhould  refide: in it; a

ftrong, indication- that an external reprefentation

P “had been found a grievance to. ‘th,ew,;;PCOplel ;. and

it isivery probable; ‘that a law fo well calculated .
Hor. preferving’ the’ democratical part of the con-
ftitytion would never have been ‘neglected, .if the
great -bodyof citizens and burghers:
continted to eled their reprefentatives. The ci
of; London; and fome; other rindependent places,
-generally -adhere, ta

_____ to; it fill, as, a.voluntary a& ;

~and.indeed who is,fo proper a guardian.of a.dif-

tri®, as;he who refides. in it, ‘and fhares in its
wants ‘and conveniencies ! This. law wag; made
t. of that greatiprince

¢
o

Henry. the Fifth, (a.fiiong circumftanice i favoyr

‘of /its popularity) ;and ‘only, thirteen | years after

15 alledged, a5 one caule fof; deprivinghim
£ his regal authority, #¢"I'hat he changed:the
£t Reprefentatives-of sthe, People-at: his”pleafure,

£ the therifls, a return.of, fuch

<6 by.exactiig

& perfons as he nominated:™ 1 n e

:The:Barons, being. .the great propristors; of

L

and; .were juftly confidered by our, anceflors as
the purtial guardians “of r

1 di: t.réal. property ;- but: the
Citizens and Burgefles'in Parliament, they looked

~ upon as the immediate protetors of the merchant

and. manwfacturer,  and of that large body: of, ufes

ful labourers, whom it was neceffary. to, ftimu-
lecurity of poffeffion. ;.

and boroughs,” their beneficial operation, we,mufl

< ¢

had really -

the depofal of Richard the Second,  againftwhom

.

allow, has: been greatly obftructed : but yet, ves.
nal.as they. are, it .is through ‘them, principally,
that the commercial partof - the kingdom 1is now .
reprefented 5i.and:-though in: political . queftions
“thofe members” too” often  run. with an, improper
bias, yet on'many important occafions, . not, con=
nected with party, " they aé with. great judgment;
and procure. parliamentary, attention: to the inte-
lﬁﬁoftladelngeneral i g
.- But wejare. miftaken . if. we fuppofe,  that the
- Crown alone mifleads the Reprefentatives.of thefe
corrupt’ corperations. ‘The.nnconftitationsl power
that;-landed: property has: got " there is; the .moft
general caufe-of their proflitations and fo,long as
we., continue to.affix the ‘idea of .reprefentation to -
property, ‘and 1ot to -perfons, .we may expect to
fee them, alternately, the pernjcious: inftruments

of ;2 factious party; andthe bafe, tools jof minifte-
zial -delinquericy. T But :though, itheir prefent . de~
prayity 1s a'yery;.good :reafon -\fo,fiﬁendcayoiui'iiig’*‘f;t,o |
amend: them;; the-occafion of -it by no-means con- -
veys -a: favourableidea of. a:proje Icus

, able idea of :a:project that is: calcys
lated to enlarge:the: power of: thofe who haye been
their fedugersiogr i . 0 o e

Aol
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fi It certainly; merits our. particular attention, that

<

beroughs,; with-which ‘we are now fo'greatly of-
Aended, had;after imany: fevere: fruggles. for - li-.
bertys, . theirpiivileges’ revived under the wifeft
and befk of qur princes ;. ands g it not .a-, dani~

8Erous; experiment to. deftroy a-barrier, : erocted,

-ouuch -agthorityy. exprefsly for the. purpofe:of
owerr . .

defending -the people: againft .arbitrary.p

I R Ao

'i ‘Lo admit;tradefmen and artizans, -independent -

: .Qf:P.?QP??‘tX‘y:f;;tO .aicertain fhare, in the lleg_i;ﬂéft_u‘rjci,'

Was; conformable:both' to juftice ‘and found. policy,
and beneficial, -in the event, | even: to the -arifto-

Qi

U eratig




 telinguith~ his ujult '~T?pre'fdg":é;t<nr“é§_:';z
. Bgt I forefee it will be alledged:

o fufp

oo d

eratic Body it was theant to reftrain,« Fot, undes
“the aufpices of univerfal-freedom,  riches flowed

into the kingdom,’ deferts were cultivated,” the

‘conveniencies of 1ifé multiplied,and benevolencs

obtained the fupreme {atisfaction of feeing every

ufeful Gtizén either énjoy, or igafonably hope to

enjoy, ‘a ‘comfortable indepenidence as-'a recom:

_penice” for “his" labour or-ingenuity T hat thef

advantages have refulted from- this genieral ‘parti-
cipation of ‘power;, ‘ canfiot” be denied; notwiths
ftanding “there - Was” a vice " 1ts ‘conftruion;

which gave it a progrefive tendency to that G
~of depravity to which, dlas I'1t'is now arrived. 1
70 THere'is no truth ‘efs problématical than that |
‘tfrfé_l‘fl’nfyf ;:Wil'l‘;fﬁ "-foﬁi;e‘f“tgr later; - chara&e 'r.i:'-z.?}; er‘ei'y ‘

“ftate that is governed by men of one defeription.

~ Be they numerous or few, nobles ‘of plebeians,
- chiirchinén or foldiers,: their p‘lfa'énrwyﬂél ;«‘be-;.(")‘ppree{é
~fion 3 and thoigh: it would ‘be their real interieft

o 2l otherwife, “experience thews that ‘it is“fay
- mote difficalt o egain liberty in a‘Bovernmeiit
 that is ariftocratic; -than' to force ‘@ monarch'to

S i oG At ererra A LD Vebe ealt
prefent county methbers are, in generil, thie leaft

 derrupt of our fenaters, it is not candid te:infintiate

Sicion of defeion in public:fpiri, when thicit
sibers fhall bé iricreafed. —To their compara:
tivé mierit T willingly ‘fubferibe : but yet 1imuoft
déclare that liberty, it 'mly*opinion i, pooily de:

cured;: when it depénds on what s {o-preearisiis
" and chanigeableé as 'the! perfonal-charadters of ‘e
To give ftability “to fieedom, 'we muft make it

apparent, from' the “well-poifed, “and 1mpaltla§
.conftru@ion’ of the ‘government, ‘that under al
circuinftances and changes of “fortune, 1t 1s‘every

* honeft

| fervility, and the p

Toes ] .
honeft man’s individual intéreft to promote the
general welfare of the community : for, if by an
injudicious-diftribution of power, we feparate, in
appearance only, public and private utility, many,
[ fear, will be deaf to the friendly admonitions
of reafon and virtue. 0 oo

 Befides, a5 boroughs, in their prefent flate of

| degeneracy, are- the eafief} prey of feduétion, mi-

nifters have chicfly addrefled their allurements to

 thatquarter :-but I doubt we fhall be grievouly
difappointed, if we infer from this, that the {yf~

tn of carription will vanifh when ot burgeles
fall be dilaced, or rendered infiguifcant, by an.
sddition of county reprefentatives. The forvsnts
of the crown will foon difcover, where the power

| of granting {upplies is really. vefted, - and will

ftudy ‘the gratification of that -intereft .in their

| future plans for raifing, them and. hold forth
| cvery temptation that will be likely to procure its

fupport, Gavernment would . be fettered in all its .

| projets if it aéted otherwife: though: prob%bly

| after a -while “the crown would be tired of this

people of their bondage ; and to

DR A

| frec themielves from it, an artful monarch might,
 pethaps, perfusde them, irritated by the oppret.
| fon of petty tyrants, to furrender into his hands
| thofe rights  that were become “ufelefs, and like
| Denmark and Sweden, to veft in him that dread-

| ful fcourge, and difgrace of human nature, de- .

fpotic power ! = T ol
aftrophe, I am fenfible, would
10t arrive i our time. , But, were. the propofed

augmentation of Knights of the Shire to be ad--
opted, we thould certainly foon find the moft im="

" This alarming cat

| portant branch of the legiflature dependent upon: -
| the Peers, and great Commoners, Even in the

- County

;T i . - PP, -
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“ing- this kingdom. -

44

- &t

‘County ‘of York, ‘a very few of that rank,’in
ftri& union, might prefcribe a liftof candidates,

whofe Interefts being joined to thofe of their
- leaders,: and fubfcriptions entered into to fupport
- their nomination, an unconne&ted body of: inde-

pendent gentlemen and little ‘frecholders ‘eould
not_{uccefsfully oppofe ; and in many lefs exten-
‘thus afting” in concert ‘with thofe whom' they

‘patronized, would be irrefiftible. No individual
could” be expetted to oppofe fuch powerful com-

dcene'of intemperance, riot, and unextinguifh-

-able enmity !

fined. a theory, will appear .from the following

‘-.“rext;fa&l ‘f.rdfnfi' Dr. Sullivan’s Le&ures on the Laws
vand Conftitution of England. = His fa&s were

-collected, as his ingenious editor has thewn, from

five countles, perhaps three or four great men, ff «

m

E <

3
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113
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¢

~ binations; and were contending parties to be for- |«
‘med, as' might fometimes be the cafe, the whole
~ kingdom, at a general ele@ion; would exhibit 7 |

|«

@

L ¢

N 1A

[T

© That the evil T apprehend from' partial repre- [ «

dentation, 'is not the romantic vifion of too re- [ ¢

- o7 1

vileges, ;and ;,enjOYéd< : thEi!;;',; le}f Jaws,, under
the nfpetion-of. magiftrates appointed by the

King, known: by the nameiof Prapofiti,:pro~

_vofts, or fome other;equivalent title. But thefe -

liberties: did. ‘not . laft. long.; The. turbulent

temiper, of the times,. the frequent.competitions - -

for.the throne, and the many rebellions of -the

great Lords, occafioned the towns and theie -

inhabitants to-beitaken i war, -one after .ano-

ther s and the perfons {o taken, -were, by the =
_prevailing jus; gentium of thefe.ages, reduced .

to fervitude ; .not ‘however, to -a " condition {o.

low asthe villeins,.-who were . properly: the.
Alaves of thofe people, and:had no property but.-
“at-the will of their Lords. .. However it is, no.
tate,  except -one_abfolutely barbarous, .could
{ubfift without ‘artizans ;- and "as. commerce is
‘the parent of wealth, and. as neither it, nor
< arts, could thrive:where propérty is not in fome

[14

fort fecure, the Lords were, .in fome degres,

¢ by!their own: intereft,. obliged  to.relinquith to

ERT AN

f _ . K - PO S AN T . !
| ¢ thefe people the feizing . of their goods at plea-
| < fure, as, they: pradifed. towards, their villeins,

'good authorities, and they furnifh a pofitive proof | ¢

-that the very inconveniencies, I apprehend, did
actually exift, when the great proprietors of land,

‘were the only affociates of regal power in govern-

- In his twenty-fecond lecture, fol. fzjié,' he fay S’

¢¢_tion among the northern nations ftood the citi--

"¢ zens and burghers, thar is, the trading part of

‘¢ the nation, ‘whether merchants or artificers.
‘Thefe  were for fome ages held in 2 very low f

light, 'none of the conquerors or their defcen-

¢ dants applying themfelves‘to fuch’ occtpations.
. § . N .

T hefy_ were indeed, at firft, allowed certain priv
DR SN S “ Vileg(/s,

L

|« and to leave  them. at liberty to make regula- -

. tions among themfelves for the benefit of trade.
"% Thus_far, then, -they were:free, .but their

|« fervitude confifted in their being liable to taxes -
¢ ortaillages at the 'will of, the Lords, .who, if

¢ Next to the gentry or military order in eftima- |  they were wife, laid on fuch only ag they could

«“ well bear;, but ;miferable . was .their condition, -

4 when_they fell- into the hands of one,who was
“.needy and rapacious ;. for.then they were often  ~
«. fleeced,” even. to ruin,and depopulation. ‘This -

*#¢ indyced. the wifer Lords who.faw the’ confe-

i

| ¢ quences, and how much the arbitrary exertion .
¢ of fuch powers muft, in the end, hurt them-

! s
1

N o s felves
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- ‘gerous infurre@ions, -

Fgs 1

“¢: degrees, by granting \t"her;‘n charters to emanci-
“ pate them.: They formed them into bodics

'3

o {elves, t6 reftrain: their’ OWN  POWErs 3 and,by

“¢laws, 'which" had been : peimitted them, ‘and
¢t granted ‘them other privileges’ or’ franchifes as

- they called them, from ‘their. being infranchi-
- ¢¢“fed,! in derogation to'former regal - or feignoral

< rights.” ‘But far their total freedom they were

“‘indebted to parliament, which, ‘feeing  the bad
*¢ ufeKing John made of his right in this kind,

- ¢ provided ‘thus in Magna ‘Charta. ' Croitas Lo

8 fuetudines fuss.  Preaterea volumis et concedemus,
““ quod omnesalie civitates,” burgiet Villie, ‘et Bi-

““ don habeat omnes libertates Suasantiquas, ¢t con-

% romes de  quingue - portubis, et omnes - alsi - portus,

¢ habeant' omnés libertates - et liberas  confuetudines

¢ fuas, ~*And: another chipter reftrains the King

#¢-him to'the-anciént cuftoms. =i |

. ““'from- laying" new and evil tolls, and couifines §

T s Hitherto, however, :the: citizens ‘and” bug-
¢ gefles were: ‘no - part ‘ of : the body “politic, and

€6

“corporate,’ confirmed the right'of making byes

‘were ‘not reprefented  in parliament, . But s |

B I I

| Six Robert Cotton (Cortoni Poftbuma, fol. 347:)
| {peaking of what Glanvile calls, Magnum et comn
| mitne concilium. coram Rege et Magnatibus furs, fays,

« As this great court or councell. confiting of
“ the King and Barons,, ruled the great affairs of

|« ftate, .and controulled all inferior. courts, fo
|« were there certain officers, whofe tranfcendent
| « power feemed to be fet to bound: in the execu~
| ¢ tion "of princes wills ; as the fteward, confta-
| ble, and marfhall, - fixed upon families.in fee
|« for many. ages: they, as.tribupes of the peo=

“ ple, or Ephori amongft the Athenians, grown
“ by an unmannerly carriage .fearful to monar-

| chy, ~‘:’f¢1‘l; at the feet ‘and metcy of the King,’
| ¢ when the daring Earl of Leicefter was flain-at

“ Evetham. : 'This’ chance, and the dear. expe— E

|« rience Henry the Third - himfelf had made at
 « the parliament at Oxford, in the forticth year™

“ with their fecurity their wealth and confequénte §

“¢- increafed,” about or before the year 1 300, they
& ! : ; :

€ ghe mighty Lords.”’ il

““But "to fuffer 'the great proprictors’ of land to

S

‘were’ admitted ‘to" that ‘privilege ; “‘that ‘they §
#¢might, -in ; conjuné&ion’ ‘with' the ‘Knights of

‘enjoy ‘a’ difpropottioned ‘infliience in the legifla- §

. turé was not-only oppreffive to!thé ‘people,” but
“an impediment to - the” orderly éxecution” of - the

lawss and very: fréqu'@n"t:ly} excited ‘the moft dan-

i

byt thei, confent in judgments of all natyres,

Nz % whe-

~of his reign, and the memory . of. the. many
treights his father was: driven unto,  efpeci~
¢ ally at Runny Mead, near Stanes, brought this
“ King wifely to begin what his. fucceflors for- -

“ tunately finithed, i leflening the firength and -

| power of his great Lords: and this was wrought -~~~
| by fearching into the regality they had ufurped = -
*.over their peculiar fovereigns (whereby they .

| ¢ were, as the book at St.’Alban’s termeth them, = ...

- Ruot- Domini tot. tyranni). and by weakening .that -
band of power awhich. they carried in the Parlia-

- ments, by commanding the [ervice of many Knights,
. Catizens, and - Burgefles 1o that  great councell.
“:Now began the frequent fending of writs to
.:the, Commons, their affents not only. ufed in -
. money,. charge .and . making laws (for before
. all ordinances pafled by, the King and -Peers)

PP
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‘ Casif “mode of 1ed1eﬁmg a few ‘trivial, .and frequeﬁtly
“only imaginary inconveniences,” we ftill, I fear,
*contmue to follow the fame lme, Wlthout per=
“ceiving that its obliquity leads us further from
the rectitude we have been h1thetto Vnnly laboul-

- ‘L‘.f“ whether civil or " criminal.” ~And, ‘as if he ;
“forefaw that there would one day be a prOJe& B
,plopofed fimilar to that which is now in agitation, §
| _he adds, at the coucluﬁon of this difcourfe, con-
ﬁ Cemmg the power of the Peers, the followmg | ve ha
PR 1mport1nt refleCtion.” ¢ And /Jow conveniently it |§ -mg to'attain. -, |

“futs with, mmﬂrc/yy to maintain this Jorm, It There is a prevallmg OPmlOn, bUt a very erro-

<< others of that well-framed body, knit under. one | - nmeous one, that our ntereft in the prefervation

¢ bead, //Jozad Swell too ‘great’ and mmﬁmozzs, 4k of. the conﬁltutxon 1s plOpOIthnCd to the property
-we poflefs.  The reverfe is, perhaps, the truth:

S L */fmy ée eﬂf ly thought. F 2r monarch again nay g
. 4 s 7. 4 for the wealthy have a plote@cm -in their I’lChCS,

- 4 fooner groan under the weight of an cz/’gﬂocmcy, ol
4Tt once did, than under a’emacmcv, w/azcé #f  that will ‘often thelter them from oppreflion in
‘_“‘ never vet-either felt or feared.” =~ - ‘the worft of governments 5 but'what friendly me-
- “diator have the ‘indigent. to ftand between them

4 It muft however be confeffed, that éftei'thefe
‘,mﬂeé’clons were m"de’ a kind- Of democratic re-f  and perfonal ﬁsweryP For, notmthf‘tandmg all
men, by the law’ of nature, have ‘a right to ‘li-

: publlc ‘arole” out of .the ruins’ of the monarchy, |
* but that example is fo far 'from bemg adverfe toff  berty, it 1s 2 felicity almoft pecuhar to the inha-

~his’ doéhme, that it 1s an- cxorefb confirmation of f  bitants ‘of the Br1t1ﬂ1 emplre to enJoy an- un-
BT for it was found' to be a ‘mode of Govern-ff doubted claim:'to. a pohtxcal government, . _that

" ‘ment mcompatlble with the laws and cuftoms of j- - muft, neceﬂarxly, extend s proteéhou to the
this country, and the joint efforts of the greatetff - lowef’c order of citizens. "

'chqm&ers ‘both " civil- and rmht"lry, could not - Univerfal - reprefentation is’ ‘the dxﬁmgulfhmg »

jve it a ‘durable  exiftence. . excellence of our unrivalled conftitution. By re-

~ “But although the new republic . was fiot able .  curring to it; ‘our ‘anceftors,  long letured in the
‘ ‘fuppoxt itfelf againft the ancient,’ and much morcf fchool of adverﬁty, ‘were freed from' the v1leﬂ:.
Cperfeét form of regal govelnment, 1ts tempor'lry feertUde, and ﬂnll we, under a-falfe 1dca of im=.

. eftablithment 1mpreﬁed on'fome minds a needlelsff - provement, and in contempt of all precedmg ex-
*“terror of the popular part of the conftitution ; and§l amples, abolith their wife inftitutions,” and revive

“under the mﬁuence of this appfehenfion, “the -f o a power: the) were  invented to-curb, becaufe 1t 2
g;ﬂatme lias, . ever ﬁnce, ‘been’ contra&ting” thel§ Was found to be tirbulent and fatal to hberty?

IS

e

T EmS
PR e

ARt NS DA 3

R e O
M i e

EEEEA N ey

) rights of the people in' favour of an arxﬁocracyx Beﬁdes, er, what 'occafion is there for fo ha~~
Tt was ‘this timid {pirit that framed the acts forf zaxdous ah’” innovation ! ‘Doésnot the form" of
! triennial and feptennial pqrhaments, for the qua-§ that ‘government remzin under -which we_ ‘have
l“ _hhcatxon of memibers, and a multitude of others§ obtamed the- ‘moft“envied PfO{PefltY P And s it
; repugnant ‘to univerfal: llberty and’ though in-j . mot-as’ pmé‘txcable to repair the: paxts that are de-
numemble evils- have anfcn from thxs dangerous] cayed as to fupply new oues? AT

o

R mode IR B I R But,

S




- which

rep

o orer ]

o But, partial as T am to thefe ancient ufages, it
muft be acknowledged they were defective 1n not
providing . better for. their exiftence in' that un-
corrupted ftate, requifite to .give them fufficient

efficacy. To fupply this defect, and to reftore the

people to their natural and conflitutional right of

- ele@ting their Reprefentatives: for what term #ley

alone_jhall think proper, feem the grand objedts to

hich our political zeal fhould be direfted, .
- ~It1s furely repugnant to reafon to fuppofe that

reprefentatives created by the people, only for the

2 R BN

. be maintained, that by: an union with the King,

and. Upper Houfe of Parliament, . they may..acs
quire fuch an extraordinary power, as both rea-

fon and law abfolutely. preclude thefe from inter-

Aering-in ele@ions. - The truth is, that every rea

fraint in the exertife of the right of clection,
- impofed on the people by the legiflature,:is an
- ad of ufurpation in every branch of.it; and when . -
 thefe evils, fhall be redrefled, I hope it will be
~ done by a declaratory repeal- of thofe reftraining
ats as illegal, ‘that the rights of the. people may

ﬁandon i th‘e_ firm 'md ‘\uﬁéltérablé Dbafis of the cons

A&s of Parliament. it

. The fubject of

-~ fhitution, -and not on. the mutable foundation of

~it,would be prefumptuous to recommend a plan,

~as fit for execution, without an accurate exami-
~Aation of what . they have publithed. ~But as.my
A I will only
mention, 1n a curfory way, what Appears to.ame

i

obje& . at, prefent, is. not fo extenfive,

S e

o

purpofe of expreffing their fentiments more com-
modiouily, have a right to prefcribe the term
for which they fhall chufe them. = Neither can it

.. The fubje a reform. has of late been mix
nutely difcufled; by fome of the moft ingenious
-and illufirious charaers in the kingdom 3 .and

o N s et N N A i it e s

S o s
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more ufeful to the public.wi

1io ineligible modeé of makingfJdull"w_jbofoughjs';‘ibﬁrc;e‘

- In cities and boroughs: reftoré '111 hbu’fe~holdef's

to the right of: eleGtion : fuffer no ele@ion ito be.

valid; if the place contamn not-as'many real votets

as may be reafonably deemed. fufficiént ‘to- {ecure

‘independ ence, - The ‘1mf,nb‘er'ifhduld‘:_be am piélffoi‘

the purpofe 5 and where ‘the-place carinot Tupply

“them; one or morée neighbouting Zotwns ‘(not-pa-
:rifhes) might be united with the ancient borou gh

antil there were enow. . There would: be’ ngréc-

icafion’ to:limit thé. increafé: of weleétorsy mér to

take -any care: that  they: do not exceed the num-
‘ber prefcribed: as:the loweft that: can a&: butit

~thould be firictly enj(')in‘ed,w that Whene‘véi";atiy
place, whether regulated before or not, fhall have

“borsugh to.

fewer voters than' the law requires, the privilege
of eleétion fhall be extended to yet _ano'thér*z“ow:?z',l

- in like manner as was prattifed on the firft occa-
“fion. - Where it : can 'be:made. convenient, - it

would not," 1 think, "bé unreafonable “for the old
retain’ the honour and advantage. of

* being the {eat of eleGion.. -

- This, Sir, I am fenfible 1s a ,'\fe"ry;.i‘mperfe&_

Aketch of {o important a regulation. But I meant
ouly to give a few out-lines, and o leave it to-
more able artifts to finifh the defign. If inclina-

“tion be not wanting, I fee no infuperable - dithi-
- culty in the execution "of it. There will, un-.

'doubtedly, be many difcordant interefls to recon-
~ tile ;. but'where private property fhall ' be ‘teally

affeéted, the” public” 'will ‘not ‘répinie to ‘miake a .

-~ reafonable compenfation ;- and if the pernicious”

privileges claimed by individuals be not criminal

- ufurpations, I would give a liberal indempifica- |

tion for abolithing them,




it to your plan. -
‘that 1s-only, ﬁgned by a few  but an affociation .
38 of no.validity ‘unlefs - numbers affent to it and
~as;every: one: thould. be -defired 'to-be a party, o
~-every orie - nght to have an’ 1ntereﬁ i fuppoxt-,
mg 1t.~= o i e D
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... Without- ‘troubling you further on the’ fubjeé‘t ;

I will now, Sir, intreat your pardon for this in-
trufion. . ‘Being called upon to {fupport  the prefent
v-aﬂ’omatlon, an qPology became neceflary -for ‘ap=
Ppearing to- relax in a’ purfuit fo:laudable as:the
‘redrefs: of .thofe. grievances, you defcribed with fo

much -energy ‘in - your: petition to Parliament. .
.:Before 1 conclude, : permit 'me to. add one ob-

fervanon, and to recommend the application: of |
A petition may be refpectable g | o
L P WHE N we fpmk of admlmﬁratlon, :

¥ George, we {peak of what 753 but when we fpeak .

B | have the honour to fubfcnbe myfelf Wlth |
the greatef’t refpe& | Lo o
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of reprefentation, we fpeak. of whnt ougbz‘ z‘o 65.
G. Why fo, Sir? |
P. Becaufe adminiftration, you fee, is.in eﬁ'e&

executlve power, .

i P s i S

‘that your meanmg, Ser Lo

P. Exactly. - R

G, Aré you 1eprefented n pa1lnment, Su P
P. No.

St i

e i

twenty of us, 1s not 1eprefented ) : X

P. No; our parliamentary 1eprefent'1t10n s
not a 1ep1efent'1t10n of perfons, but of property

- GuIs your property reprefented, Sir?

- P."No. My eftates are copyhold, ‘and leafe-
hold and’ petional eftate, I have no ﬁ’eehold

G It s not 111 plopelty, hcn, th’lt s repxe-»‘

fented ?

Wthh we call fr eehold

~G. But reprefentation bemg the peopie S blrth-_
1crht, is'more 1mmed1ate1y our own provmce. Is |

P. No, it'is propexty of th'1t pecuha*‘ tenule, -

_THAT the foilowmcr Extm& f1 om *¢ A POLL
: “““TICAL CATECIIISM by the Rev. Robert:

the king’s prerogative, and we would not feem to.
warnt refpeé’c for that bx anch “of governmenr the ‘

G. Then: yom ﬁmlly, conﬁfhnp‘ of more than

0 G How,_~
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G. How mmy ﬁceholders are tllClc in this

pau{h

P. About foax.‘ .
‘G. Yet this parith con{'fls of fome hundxedb.
P. Yes; 'de Who am not 1eplcfented Was,

oblwed to give old Sam the taylor, who botches
for the labourers, who 1s 1eprefented “fome
 pieces of wood to prop up his crazy. freehold cot-
~ tage, or e]fc Sam’s cottage womd not bave been
lep1cfented

G. You fa%d ybu ‘weiv fpf:'ikmo of What oug/’az‘

- ‘20 be.

P. Excufe 1 me for fpeakmo* ﬁr{’c of tht ought

#0t 1O be. . |
. G. Youthmkrpmefentmon then Sn lmpexfe@c?

P, Extremely fo; and I think T fee Jour 1m-
pelfec”cions 1. whut we call pmlmmentary repre-
{entation, in the nature, the fubJe:& the - mode,
Thefe are’ not. conﬁltutlonal im-
pelfeé’uons but accidental. - ones, the bemfr of
which probably orlgmated not 1n dcﬁgn and de-
pravity, but in a train of events. T Wlll explam
myfelf. .. . =
G “What do you mwn, Sn' bV tne ﬂamre of

1eplefc ntation ?

P. The propbrtles of ai
- G. What ought meﬁ to be? o -
- P. Repiefemauon 15 -a }“*m n ueation, jmd

vas m‘ccnded to be, and fhblel()l(, ought to be,
can exa&k balance to the | pze(ogatwea of, the other
branches of the ?emﬂamm, for b

the hbettxcs of Lne pcoolb 'uc pxeielvcd *rom en~

uoachmem. ‘ A

G It ougi* thcn to have dxgmty, power, re—

me, and 1nfl aence, thvt (o h‘nmo ‘the, f'lme

Pl G"'

y thb bthle :
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plﬁfOP"lthGS as the c1own, and in the fame de<

gree, it may be a counterpoife.

P. Exaltly fo. Accordingly the dzgmz_‘y of par-

liament, as an : aggregate body, is preferved by an

"= afulptloa of properties and pelfe@cions, as inde~

and {o on.
m'lkmg hws

are raifed by them ;

pendence, - incorruption,
- The power of parliament is that of

will always be proportloml to the benefits whichr

| the people derive from their repxefentatwes. L

~G. You allowed yeﬁetday that the properties
vaicribed to the executive POWCI, could not be
{ found in any mortal.”

~Are mnot the properties.
afcribed-to the legiflative powel of the fame kmd '
mere {uppofitions of law # - |

P. By no means..

ecutive power. Executive: pOWCl has’ ublqulty,

for it is every Where 1&mg at the fame time ; be-
fieging a town in the army, deﬁroylng an enemy 'S
uarding the trade'in a
‘convoy, or the coafts in"a militia, - dlﬁubutmg'
juftice in courts ‘of law," colleﬁmg cuftoms in the

flect at fea in the navy, g

ports,- excife in’ Warehoufes, receiving md paymg,'
1ewaldmg and- pumfhmg at the" fame moment.

‘Now as all ‘this is the kmg s buﬁnefs, and as hé
executes-it by deputanon, we i"ty he hath ubi~
‘qulty, and {o of the reft.. o

G, H1s m'geﬁy then has thIS property m
4pony 2 | _
P. Yes 3 “but asour xeprefentatlves are them-\..'
felves proxies for us, ‘they cannot voté by proxy,
and herein-they differ fiom lords of parliament,
“who fit there in their own rlght and who there-
, | fore

02

]

fidelity, - magnanimity,

‘In 1egu‘d to revenue, all fupphes.
and in refpe& to influence, it

“The plopextles afcrlbed to
the perfon ate, firialy fpeakmg, found in the ex-




| the {houfe

tempt’ltlons there in {fuch a cale, ,he would Ceaie.
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. fore can vote by proxy. And further, as they can-
not delegqte any to ac in their ﬁeqd fo it is -
pofiible they thould poflefs any pelfe&lons, except:

Thefe are in fome degree

in each individual, and in a ‘high degree in-the -

. colleéhve body, and thefe I call the nature of re-

iuch as are pelfonal

pr efentqtlon.
~ G. You faid ma’epmdmce was one p1operty of
palhament

P. Itis an effential pxopel ty 1nte1woven in the

| eonﬁltutlon, and it implies the abfence of all un-
‘due influence 'of every kind. Neither the crown,

by.means of the army, or ‘the ofﬁcexs of fome

branches of the revenue, nor the peers, by means -
“of lords. of ‘parliament,
~ counties, may interfere.
~ didates themfelves ufe any bribery or Corrupt in-

or . lords heutenants of
No, nor may ¢ the can=

fluence under heavy penalties.
'G. You faid mcorrupz‘zafz was qnothu ploperty
‘P. Yes, for a man may go uninfluenced into
and become corruptible by ftrong

to be fauhful to the truft repofed in him by the

people and of courfe Would lay : afide all that ele-

vation of foul, which we call mawzcmzmzty, and
would fink from the. nobleﬁ of all creatures, an
obje& of pubhc conﬁdence to the dC{PIC’IblC ftate
of a minifter’s tool. . - .

G. Have not our leglﬂatms Clalmed thefe ex-~

gellent PIORCI"CICS ‘and pwﬁed many laws to fecure
thcm P :

P.T hey have' but it is Confeﬁed all meansA

!nve been found umdequate.

(3’. \IVhO Cclll help 1“5 " i e

R R ' Tlght to thefe.
o P Not' '

[0 1

“P. Not they who are fo infatuated a5 mot to
X fee it, nor they who are {o interefted as to deny
it, nor they who fpend hfe n declalmlng agamﬂ:

human- depravity.
G. Who then?

P. Such as underftand the Lord s Praj /er, /erm’ |
| s not into temptation. | '

-G. How do you medn, Slr R
P. Why I mean, that if human frailty is fo
gleat, it ought not to be put to fuch fevere trials

| as endanger the.virtue and felicity of a perfon, a
family, a- county, a kingdomj a wmld for a’
Britith parliament may affect all thefe. - S
- G. So you would Keep men virtuous, by put- .

tm«r it out of their powe1 to be v1c1ous. S
B, ‘What can you do, with them?
G. ‘But is thig poﬁlble P

P Every thing that ouzﬂrhtﬁ to. be 1s: poﬁ}ble..,"

How much money do you thmk was fpent at our
B laﬁ eleé’czonP |

G, It was ieported above a hundxed thoufand

pounds

P. Well, | let us’ fuppofe only a hundred thou- |

fand poundu Upon whom was this fpent? -~
Old Sam Was‘

G, Upon freehold - ele&oxs.
drunk for a week..

. P. Would ‘not annual palhaments and equal

1 reprefentatlon put it abfolutely out of ‘the power

of the whole: World to dei’nov the 111dependence‘
of parhament -

, .- It theuld feem fo : at lea{’c it is. Worth tly-\
\mg " But have we a R1gHT to. thefe ?

“P. We have both a. natulal.and con"mutlonﬂ

e louges

Septennnl parliaments are of. late
'date, tuemual are not: much older, and 1t wasno.
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\ lotger ago than the rexgn of Henry VI. that the
~ people at large were deprived of this right, and
the qualification of electors for kiights of the
fhire, determined, to be the owning of a freehold
of ‘the value of forty thillings a year, which by

- the way was then equivalent to twenty pounds of \

orefent value, As to boroughs, we fay nothing
of them under this article, they do not deferve it.
G. You fpoke of the fubject of repxefentatlon,

a SII‘., '

to be: reprefentedP
G. -The people undoubtedly
P. Not dead houfes and lands “
G No: Bona fide, the’ people themfelves. R
. What I all the people ? -

G If all the people have hves, l1bert1es, and |

, plopertles, all the people have a natural rlght to
choofe the guardians of them. \
P They have alfo a conftitutionalone. - |
-G, Would not this endanger plopmty, by put-r
tmg the poor on a level with the rich ?
- P: Neither property nor perfon ought to be en-»‘

dangered : ‘but if-one muft fuffer, better, damage‘
however, this is no quef-"

- p1opexty than perfon ;
" tion here, for the danger of both lies elfewhere,
. I'meanin undue influence, not in the numbers of

ele@ors or elected.  Keep reprefentation: pure and

unmﬁuenced, and all things are fafe. =~ .

- G. But is fuch an ele&ion pra@u(:ableP
<P. As eafy as the eleé’uon of a comnel, or a.,,
ﬁlelln in the city.

"G. What fault'do you ﬁnd Sll‘, Wlth the

i S A R T o e s

P Yes Tatk wbmf 1s reprefented ; What ought ‘

'ﬁrong

e R

L R
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. P. Theeftablithment of the forementloned qua-
11ﬁcat10n having changed the fubje& of reprefen-
tation from perfon to property, you would {up=
pofe property was equally reprefented. - S

G, Certainly I thould; whatever is reprefented

- Ought to be eqmlly reprefented ”

THO‘VIAS YATES, Sec. :

=l~_— . :

.,zf?z‘ cz Meez‘mcr beia’ on Fmdcgy z‘/ae 6ib d@v qf De-, '
c.embf’r 1782. o

Refolvéd

T HAT the followmg I‘xtra& from LOR_) Bo-—

LINGBROKE’S DISSERTATION ON. PARTIFS
be €nteled in the Books of" thIS Soc1ety e

SUBMIQSION will. be as grievous, gndl

| ,reﬁﬂance much more dlfﬁcult When the le 1ﬂa— |
ture betxays its tru{’t -than. When the’ kmg alone

abufes his power. - Thls fets before us, in a very
light, the nece!ﬁty of. uﬁng our utmoft -
efforts that the trué defign of our Couﬁltutlon;'-

‘may, be. puxfucd as clofely as poffible by the re-
‘ef‘cabl ﬂlment of Annual .or at leaft of Tuenmal‘

Parliaments.. But the i importance of the matter,

‘and the paltlcular feafonablenefs of the. ‘conjunce

ture, invite me to offer one: conﬁdelatlon more

upon thlS head Wthh I thxnk wdl not ﬁuke the

E lefs for. bemg obv1ous and plain. It is this. - Should
i K ng obtain, . for many years’ at once, the fup- -
| plies and power ‘which ufed to be granted annu- -

ally to him; this Would be deemed, I prefume, even
m the prefen; age, an un_]uﬁlﬁable meafure, and

mode of ‘reprefentation i

:
T )

A1

T :

14 o 3 B

Lt

ol o e T

. : : . N B S T ' ‘

an . mtolemb’p gr1cvance, for this plain - reafon ;
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becaufe it would  alter ‘dur‘Céﬁ{’fithﬁoﬁ in the

fundwmentﬂ.l article, that 1<,qmres fr equent Affem-

biies of the whole Leglﬂatute, in order to aflift,

and controul'too, the Executive Power, Whlch 13
,1ntruﬁed with one part ; of 1t.

the Reprefentatives by the collective body of the

- People, in order to {ecure the latter . againft the )

1ll confequence of - the poffible Weaknefs, or cor-

ruptxon of the formcr, as fundamental an article,

and as cffential to the prefervation of our’Liber-

: tles as the other? No .man‘dares iay that it 1s -
‘not ; at leaft no man who defe; ves our attennon.‘

. 'The People of Butam have as good a rxght and

‘theit right as ner‘€ﬁé1y to be afferted, to keep their
‘Reprefentatives true to'the truft lepofed in them,

and to the prefervation. of . the Contftitution, by
- the controul and frequent ele&mm as they have
to keep their Kings true.to the truft repofed 'in

,them, ‘and to the prefervatxon of the Conftitu- -
‘tl()ll, by the controul of frequent ﬁmngs of Parlia-
How comes it then to pafs, that we may

~ ment.”
 obfeive fo great a difference in the fentiments of

‘mankmd, about thefe two cafes Propofe the firft,”
there 18 no, fervile friend of Government, who will

not affeét all that horior at the Plopoﬁtxon which

-every fuend of the Conﬁltutron VVIH really ‘feel.”

Propofe the keepmv up 1eptelmml nay the making
decenmal Pn‘haments, the fame fuends of Govem—

ment will contend ﬁ:xenuouﬂy f01 one, and by con- -
fequence for both ; fince there can: be no reafon

| “alledged for the ﬁ:fl ‘which is<not {’nonger for

N the “laft, and: would not “be ﬂ:xll {nonger for a.

Now 1 afk, is not-
~ the article, which requires. frequent Ele&ions of

g of a Jonger ‘continudnce

St DS e

[oep ] |
] mency and expedlency, or of fuppofed txanqmlhty .
| &t home, and ftrehgth abroad, I need not men--"
 tion. They have been’ mentloned by others, and
| fufficiently refuted. - But that which ‘may very’
juftly appear maxvellous, is-this,” that fome men,’
Ithmi? not'many, who are true fneuds ‘of the
(‘onﬁltunon, have been ffaggered in 'their opi-
nions, and altoft feduced by the falfe reafonmgs
of thefe friends: of Government 5 though nothing
| can be more eaf'y than'to fhew, from reafon’ and' g
éxpetience; - that - conveniency, expedlency ‘and

domeftic ti‘auqmlhty, may be, and in faét ' have .

been as well, ‘nay better 1ecurd “under triennial,’

my ‘annal’ Pa1haments, thm undel Paxhaments'\'
and-as for ﬁlength'

| abroad (that 1 1s, ‘national’ c1ed1t ‘and mﬂuence) 1t
| will depr—"nd on the opinion forelgn nations have

of our national: dlfpoﬁtlons, and the unanimity of -
| our fentiments.” It muft ‘be’ chiefly determined”
| therefore: by their’ knowledge of 'the 1eal {enfe of
the n’mon. “Now -that “can '1ppe‘11 no . Wdy fo
much as in'thé natural ftate of ‘our Conftitution, "

i by ﬁequent ele@ions § and when it does appear

{o, 1t muft have, another kind® of ‘effe®’ than - the
bare 1efolut1ons of a ftale, minifterial Pallnment
efpecmlly if it hqppens, as it ‘may happm in fome{
future time; that the, fenfe of the nation thould:
appear to be different from the fenfe'of“fuch a-
| Parliament,” diid ‘that the -refolutions- of fich a.
Pnlmment fhould be avowedly dictated by men,- -
odious - ‘and~hated, contemoul sle ‘and contermnned, -
! both at home and- '1b10ad But in'the fuppoﬁnon o

}onoer term. . Thefe reqfonsd drawii’ from. two or
| thlee co.:a 101*-phc\, topxcs -of p;etended conve-
. \ mcncy

that fome " mconvcmences may. arife by hequent; :
16&101}3 (VVthh 15 only allowed for. aréument s
hke) are fuch inconveniences, and- the “trifling -
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,and Caligula Empelox.
" to thofe patriots at the Revolutxon, Who remem-
bered long Parliaments, who ftill felt the {mart

ot b

and reafonings of mankind about ﬁequent feffions
of Palhament and ﬁequent Parliaments ?—The
only manner in which I can account for fuch an

\mconﬁﬁency, is this ;. the ﬁght of the mind. dif-

fers very much. from. the fight of the body, and its

0perat1ons 'ue ﬁequently the revelfe of the other.
Objeds at a. diftance appear, to the former in their,

- true m"tgmtude, and, dlmlmfh as they are blought
- nearer.
_ ment, mdlgmtlon, or terror in the profpet, cres,
ates lefs and lefs, as it approaches, and by the [

The event, that created much aﬁemﬂl

time it h%ppens, men - have familiarized them-
felves with it.  If the. Romans had been told, ‘in
the d’tys of Auguf’cus, that an Emperor Would
fucceed, an whofe. felgn a horfe fhould be made,
‘conful, they would have been extremely fur prized. §

I beheve they, were. not fo much fmprlzed when

thething happened 3, when the horfe was Conful,

of them, who ftruggled hard for annual, and ob-,

tamed with much difficulty, at the end of five

or fix.. yeals, triennial qulnments, that a time

would come,,. when even - the’ term of trlenmaI

* Parliaments, would : be deemed: too.fhort, and,a
" Parliament chofen, fm three years, would chufc E
1tfe1f for fom mote, 'u‘d entaxl Septenmal Parlia- f
" ments, on the nation; that this would happen
“and the fruits of their. honeft labours be loft; infi
| httle moxe th:m twenty years s and that it would-

be

If it. had - been foretold‘

h

[P

3

[[ : ;I"'I'S' ‘I

| eonfeauencesof them, to be fet in thebﬂance agamﬁ: he blo“a‘%ht about, whilft our GOVCrnment con- ’
. the danger of weakening 2 -any,one barrierof our li-
. ,berty?’ Letme '1ﬂ<, how comes it to qus that We

‘obferve fogreata difference between thé fentiments

| tinued on the foundations they had then fo newly

i laid 1f all this had been foretold at the timeé

I mention, it would have '1ppeared 1mpiobable |

' and monftrous to the friends of the Revolutxon.

| Yet it hath happened

ye'u s, 1t 15 grown, or is growing, ﬁmlhax to us.
| The uniform zeal and complalfmce of our Parlia-

’ ments for the Crown, leave little foom to appre e-

| hend any attempt to govern without them; or to

| make them do in one Sefiion the work of feven‘ s
| though this would be extremely convenient, no

| doubt a great eafe to future Minifters, and a great
| faving “of ‘expence and time to Country
| tlemen.  But fuppofe

| remembered . that I reafon hypothetxcally) ‘a

| Parliament {hould thmk fit to give, in the ﬁrﬁ:
feﬁion, all the money, all the credlt, and all

| the powers neceffary for carrying on the govern-

| ment durmg {even’ years; and then let thofe per= v
| fons, ‘who- will be fhocked at this fuppoﬁtlon, o
| and yet déclare themfelves for Septennial Parlia-

i

b
5
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L ments, lay their hands on their hearts, and con-
| fider whether fuch an alteration of the Confhtu- ,

tion might not grow familiar to them, and even
gain their approbation.
I am fure it- ‘might as reafombly as the other.
They would find the eafe, in one cafe, of little

-attendance, as much as that of dlﬁant Ele&lons, |

-in the other. ,The ar guments of conveniency, ex=
pedtency, pubhc tranguillity, and ftrength to the

| govéinment, would be Juf’c as well applied ;. and
if the Minifters fhould, 'by miracle, make no

Vely exorbitant ill ufe of fuch a'fituation, I doubt
}Vhethel he, who Ihould plead for Annual Parlia-

PZ‘ ' o ments

and, in lefs than t tWenty |

Geén=
(for I defire it. may. be-

1 think 1t wou]d do fo."
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ments then, would be much better heard by tha

fame perfons than he, who ple'xds for frequent
ele&ions of Parliaments, is now. But let not

ithe lovers of leelty, the friends of the Con{h-
tution, reafon in this manner. -

Let them remem-
ber, that danger commences When the blC’lCh 18

;made, not. when ‘the. attack s beguu; that he,
who neOlec’ls to ftop the le‘lk, as foon as it 1s dli—
~COV€l€d, n hopes to fave hlS thip by pumpmg,
When the water: gufhes n. by violence, deferves §

to be drowned ; and, to lay afide figures of {peech,
that our Conf’ututlon is not, - like the fchemes. of

fome politicians, a jumble of dlSJOlDted, incohes
- rent whimfies, but a noble and wife {yftem, the
~ eflential parts of which are fo ploportloned and
o mtlmqtdy conne@ced ‘that a change in one be-
gets a chmge in the Whole°- that. the ﬁequent
"eleéhone of Palllament are as much an eflential

: _part of this fyﬁem, as the frequent fittings of. Par;
- liament ; that the work of the Revolution is 1m-

perfe& therefore, and our. future fecurity precari-

- ous, unlefs our antlent Conﬁltutmn be 1eﬁ01ed

n thls eﬂenml part ,
| . Tramas YATE.,S.’_'- S,,éc-..i

Dyt et ahect et

_. ,f]f a Meez/m ]J&J on I' 7 m’m/ z‘/ae 1’*2’73 a’ay of Deﬂ -

cember 17 7t 82

Refolved »

THAT the follbWincr Extxaé’ts from AN E°SAY

ON THE FIRST: PRINCIPLES OF GOVERN-

: MENT, -by DR. PRIESTLEY, be. entezed in the

ke ‘v ITI{ mfpe& to this nmon, it feems tQ

b zmeei Lh&t Septcnnml Puhaments ‘have

bloughtv

RS A v

D

< TR AN NI I s s

and - that "T'riennial,

.1 perpegnal.

" hdve been fo often confounded.’
‘Political and Civil Slavery, makes a man think
~meanly of himfelf. The feehng of his infignifi-
‘cance debafes’ his mind, checks every great and

felf to be.

’
. /

L)

bmught our liberties into very 1mminent hazatd,
1f not Annual quhaments,'

would be better, Indeed Septennial Parliaments
were at firft a direct ufurpation of the Rights of
the People: for, by the fame authority that one.
Parliament. prolonged their own power to feven

years, they might have gontinued it to twice .

feven, or, like the Parliament in 1641, have made

mmt a violation of the Confhtunon Would never

. have been fuffered. -

~ Political and Civil L1berty have rmny thmgs in
common, which, indeed, is the reafon why they

enterprifing fentiment, . and, in faé, renders him

~that poor '1bJe& creature, which he fancies him-
I—Iwmg always fome unknown evilto
“fear, though it thould never: come,’ “he- has no

peuecx en'oyment of himfelf, or " of my of the

- blefh fTings- of life; “and thus, his {entiments and

s cn]oyments bemg of a lower kmd the mzul

_ hnks nearer.to the f’mte of the brute creation.

- On the other hand, a fenfe of Pohtlcal and

Civil Liberty, though there  fhould be no great

occafion to exert it in’ the courfe of a man’s 11fe,

nges him:a- ‘conftant feehno ‘of his own. pOWer :

and 1mp01tmce ; and is the foundauon of his in-

dulomg a free, bold, and manly turn of think-

mg, umeﬁnmcd by the ‘moft diftant’ ideas *of
colmoul

md of all
) ‘ the

The bulk of the People never fee

‘thé moft obvious tendencies of thmgs or {fo fla- -

Afenfe, both of -

Lemg frec from all fear; he has the .
| moﬁ perfeé‘t enJO)ment ‘of hlmfe
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the bleﬂmgs of llfc' and his fentlments 'md
enjoyments being rufed his ‘very being is ex-
alted, and the man. makes nearer approaches to.

fupenor natules, ~
= THOMAs & ATE% Sec.‘,

e

,/’zf a Mee;mo* be]d on F rzd@/, :}*’anmz, -y IO, 1 ,8

Refolved

THAT the followmg E‘{tla& from AN ESSAY
ON THE ORIGIN AND Progress or Go-

VERNMENT. bu entercd in the Books of thxs”

Soc1ety

e A CERTAIN fet of pohtlcxans have late-
ly arrogwted to thofe of the higher rank in their
faltion, the title of the King’s friends :

and their followers of the- lower order, who

- are contented. With the tltle of Supportei‘s of GQ-
vernment. ~ . -

. With 1emrd to the ng S frlends, as they are

undoubtedly 111C'1p’1b16 of bemd influenced, by.any
obfervations *of mine, I juft hmt at the Imhan

wife. proverb, Jddio mi guard; da miei amici ! God

keep his Majefty from:his friends; arid this brave
and . loyal nation - will, undex prov'ldence, guard
hun from his.enemies.: .1 .-

‘But I folicit the: attcnt;on of thofe Who have

adopted the lefs dlﬁefpeé’cful :mpellatlon to his

Mayjetty, and. his {ubjets, - that. of Szt]bpmz‘em of
Covernments -~ Government muil be - fupported 18

TR - _ . theu‘

imper-
* tinently, and almoft tieafonably mﬁnuatlng, that
his Majefty has no other friends than themfclves,

1347 8 Y P e T o e
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hegr cry ;- and’ to which none will refufe to Jom ,
their aﬁentmg voice as a general propofition, :or,.
indeed, axiom.;

tion or principle,. has feduced many. timid,. well=
meaning,, but;ill- informed men, into-the fupport

of that fadion, . purely. in favour of Government,;

as. they themfelves aflert.. But -if thefe: Worthy

men, thus feduced by a phrafe, fhould: once per~
ceive, that: by: Government this: faCtion ‘means,

every.. meafure Ol‘ ’Wlﬂl Of 01.11‘ gOVCI'IlOI‘S or: mi=:

- mf’cry, ught or wrong, foolithly “or :infidioufly:

permcxous,, they. will; turn. from: their feducers.

- with: abhorrence, and not..continue: to:a&: as. if
they. held.all. mmlﬁers to. be, by mhentance, FUCE
. fallible, and 1mpeccable. - 3in |
' This, principle, ; or pretenca; of fupportmg Go-]‘, '
‘Vernment indifer unmately, tends; moft perniciouf-
ly, to throw-an odium, -upon thofebrave andadive.
Apirits, Who, in all ages and, countries;: and iwith
fuccefs in England,  haye: attempted:to;defend the.

rights. of ' mankind from tthe: dragon of royalty,;

and the hydxa of ariffoers ‘tcy.-,;r.;.,,r:;. _, e T

- Whoever fupports, mftead of j Jonung iy the at=.
tack on a. bad Adzmmﬁrat:on, 15 not: Worthy of
living under a good one::-he is, ‘if: not:a:traiter-

- ous,, at beft-a- cowardly foldler, who. deferts his.
. poft, . or. halts before the, fuce of ; thc enemy If

Admunf’cxatgon of (Jovernment 1s good and Wlfe
{uppor it,; that it may.continue ‘good ;
oppofe it.legally ‘and. conftitutionally, Teft it be-
comevery-bad ; ifiits folly ‘or wickednefs becomes
cnox;moug, let. the Iuppozters of Government‘ and -

ST pros

| and as, few,. \methlnks, thould -
~,applaud the novelty md 1ngenu1tv of. the dlf-
L COVEIY. it v -
The feemmg innocence; and fafety of th1s no- -

-:Ifbad.'”
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plof‘eﬂms of umvexﬁl loyalty to Mlm{’cers, fup«» ‘-

port it, if they can, .
‘Let -princes who with ' to be 1bfolute or to

'govern by.any other Conftitution “thai the Eng- :

lith, reflet that within the laft twenty-five-years;’

an Emperor of Ruiflia was murdered; three Kings, -

‘thofe of ‘F'rance, - Poxtugal and Polnnd Pwere:
wounded by aflaflins ¢ that the Kings of Spain,
and- Denmark ‘have “feen the gualds and ‘ their’
palaces attacked ; .and a ueen‘of Denrmrk«-—--
Let them: 1eﬂe€t and tremblé;’ Rt

- However, it muft be allowed, ‘thit iti an abfo- :

Tute monarchy; by ftrié attention to the wotds: -

and. aé’aons ‘of all the fubjets; by the : employ--v

- ment of ‘domeftic: {pies-‘and' other® ungenerouis.

means, . and’ cruthing -oppofition -in - embrio by ‘d

ftanding army, internal tranqmllxty is, in general;’

well pleferved, which i1s the- great: bodfted - ad-«.

vantage ‘of this fornr of government, - But as ad-

~ vantages have fomeé drawback; greater often thai -

the: orlgmal advantage plopofed § it may ‘be ‘pof=

fible in time, that thefe troops, -the brilliant baw-:
bles ‘and favourite playthings, the puppet-fhews:
 of grown princes, may, with'a knowledge of their
* own ftrength, acquire an-inclination to. ‘make ufe:
of it, and rend their kmgdom in’ pieces ; or, like
the : Pratorian gualds, and - their {uccetlors the

o J(unﬁnles, {et the Empire at fale. -

. The happinefs of  the fubje& depends not only
on the perfonal charaéer. of the abfolute momrch
~ but on that of his favourites of both fexes, and is-
affeed by. the paflions . of / the' favourites of fa»
yourites; 1n regular gxadatlon ad ﬂgﬁmz‘um.~ Lot

Abfolute monarchy is, in fa&, a dominion" of
fwourltes, and if ﬁolen m upon us, horiour and-
RN x reward

'ﬁll)ll’llﬁlOIl to that. above 1t.
| tyranni, guot inferiores 1ot feroi.
exemptions defeat the’ energy of the few good'

. hws and he who doubts and heﬁtates oppoﬁt1on,

| fonment ;

titude’
defy ‘the* pedant’s: tod, in France wids punifhed -
| with perpetual imprifonments”

| ticular vife of fome. tall boys, not double the age’
, of the unfortunate fl.lﬁ“ﬁ‘lel, who lmve cltfcovered

[tz ]
rewud will be the priee’of ﬂattely ; and fafety
o where be found, foi- any mnk, Bbut 1 flavith

Ruot fuperzores fof
Privileges and "

is| thruﬁ into a dungeon, and may continue thers’

1 all. death, belng nlbfolutely forgotteni 3 or for a’
time -beyond all proportion to the oﬂ”ence, andf}
X} indeed Wﬂhout any, offence at all. ‘ '

T'will tranfcribe an 1nllance of th1s from 'the‘

hlﬁory of the Baftilé, h‘cely olveti to ‘the world by

that true friend to ‘mankind, Mr. Howard,’
O The ]efults belng hopoured w1th the J
fence of Louis the 14th, at'a play a&ed by then

¥ ifcholars ;5 the next’ ‘morning they changed the ins"

fcrlptlon Collegiumn Societati Jefus, into Collegium
Ludovics mzzgnz, ‘the King havmg, as he went out,

faid, This'is ny, college. A young ! {cholar of qua-7 |

,,,,,

- Abfulis. bine je/izm pafzzzz‘gue Wzoﬂza Reovs

Impm Geﬁs, alium. non. colzz‘ z/lcz Deum. R

llty po{’ced up thefe Verfes on the college gate .

The 'mthox, aged th1rteen, Was, ,aq a mdtter of |

' favom, lt 1s fald condemned to. perpetual 1mp11- -
‘but ] in 17055 hwmg been a prifoner . -

one 'md tlmty yeqrs, and becommg the heir of

118 famlly, was let out of the Baftile, ' not Wlth{- ,
t glving | the _]efmts éxtenfive ploofs of his gra-

Thns an offence, which in England would -

I have felected the above’ qnecdofe‘ for the par~ |

&)
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as they fay, that the Englith Conftitution is not
good enough for them, nor fit for'any other gen-
tlemen. They do not meet, it {feems, with the
refpe&t they with for, from the. fturdy peafant or
humorous mechanie. ~ Firft let them prove that
they deferve any refped at all, ‘and that they have
fhewn any to law, religion, decency, wifdom, or
‘common fenfe; till when, let them "do us’ the
" honour, to continue as infenfible of the excellence
of -the Englith Government and Conflitution, as
of their duty toGod and man... = .. o

" The King does and otight in"his wifdom, not

caprice, to appeint not only his own attendants,
but alfo the fervants of the public, the great offi-

cers of ftate; yet as they are volunteers, if they |

andertake a tatk for which they are’ difgualified

by ignorance, perverfenefs, profligacy; or’ cow- |
atdice, they ‘are rightly punifhed for. their rafh }

attempt, and for ‘their -impofition upon’ their |

{overeigh, who, if wife; will readily leave them

to the p}iniﬂ'lm‘erit they miefit. " Bytheﬁatute of f‘
Rhudland, made in the.reign of :Edward: the |
Firft, even the fheriff of a county’s firft charge §

 was, to enquire aftér ‘the feducers of ‘the King
- and kingdom, the Queen, her children, and theit
“accomplices. So well known to the Conftitution,

Tromas Yares, Sec..

TR T
S PEENER

PRINTED AND®DISTRIBUTED GRATIS BY TnE |
* $OCIETY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL INFORMATION. |

~

- .

and fo early, was the animadverfion of the Ptjblic_,,. ;
upon the moft pernicious of hfurman'bemgs‘,“ﬂz;tté'rf :
* ing minifters, and favourites without meut.: "
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CONSTITUTION or ENGLAND, |

I

A LL truths do not admit of ﬂe‘irnon{‘cmtibn; |

‘3 but they may be rendered {fatisfaltory aid

| conclufive to'the mind by analogical invcﬁigatidh',
|| or the plain dedu&ions of common fenfe. It is
L as felf-evident a truth, that ‘the firft law, "and ‘
't great end of government s the' falus - populs, as

| that the whole is greater than'a part., 'If there-

fore, reafoning & priori upon this propofition," it
' may evidently be made to’ appear-‘that the falus
populi  cannot confift with- fabfolute“Mona‘rchy;,
‘whofe principle is fear, and its firft obje&, domi-

. nion—T'hat Republicanifm wants both the, dig-

| nity and difpatéh‘;héceﬁhry‘tQ' this great end—-—
- And_that Ariftocracies are always confpiracies
| againft the people, - it might very fairly be: con=
| cluded;  that our :Conftitution “alone’ boafts: the

great fanction and authority  of the Suprema: lex,
the firft law of government. - But I mean a higher
{peculation upon untrodden’ ground, to prove it
1 not" only fuperior in its Hature, but facred in its '
forigin. ~ In‘order to which, I lay it'down as my
A firlt “axiom, that the' more perfet and excellent
{ nature, ‘or principle, is ordained ito rule the lefs

| perfed, * The Supreme Being,: becaufe infinitely -
| perfedt, is the {ovéreign ‘ruler of “all . intelligent

| natures, *Man, becaufe more perfect than Brutes,
| governs, ‘under Providence, ‘the inferior. orders of
, ¢reatures in - this world,. And, from' the’fame
‘ o T o . \ . .I \ ~ Pril:‘l-




principle,

- power,
~ culty, . cannot .comma

! . - . . B ﬁ per ‘ h
Ccivil o-:_v,emmen,_t:_ts-:the moft peric t has the
ﬁééré%t refemblance to tHe Wifdom of the Creator "

| he -1 sovern mdwx‘dual\s__.-Of..{tha-

fame fpecies. It 1s almoft obvious to the flighteft

" peen confidered as the w

- perfe& tranfeript of thg or

[ 126 S

1 1 po! ive law to their.
their reafon, 1s appointed to give .

‘other powers and faculties—So, in ftates, a legif-
~ lature,

tuted by the wifdom of the cor
confti ny blic will, .or executive .

yunity, muft rule the. public will, of EXZCHIVE
o y,fdr the fame reafon as in individuals, be

will not being formed to dire&, but to

‘caufe the ' '
2& under the direftion of a more ,¢xc¢1\1§en§_‘ﬁfa
v cannot command the intelleGtual powers,
without fubverting th

i

fec that has the

in the natural government of

refleion, that a perfe&t analogy fubfifts between

the principle and ftrudture of the Enghfh Confti- §

“gution, and the frame of Qur.’n'gtuxe';and govern-

.. This admirable

ment as men; and moral agent:

- “fyftem has been the fubjett of general and de-

{erved ‘eulogy, from ts 6 mphClty: 11}? | be?:fta};;
derved: A . - has alw

. ‘my recollection goes, it [as ey
but s fof 48 By the work of human inyention,

_‘ {on, it will appear to be a
whereas upon, P iginal Jaw of our .na-

 Reafon, will, and.CO,\llfC.Vl@l_l,QC,v;ﬂ;?; thre Béféﬁqg
“pdwef&of- the man, are, in every, human bolom,
~Jegiflature, fovei_‘,elgp . az/xd ',i]lg
in’ the ftate, are reciprocaily.

ce. - From. Iy Fpaeey]
of this inftitution,. which follows the exadt mode

“the moft excellent faculty of mankind, .-

dicature ; as thefe, §
the .public  reafon, §

. il ‘and confcience. - From. hence the perfection §

ol oy 10

 Providence, by the exercife of their own reafon

anid will.  But ‘when' focieties are “formed, it is
neceflary that:a”community of interefts - fhould |
have’ one ‘common ‘reifon’ to’ appeal to,- called

~Laws,’ the refult of ‘théir joint wifdom and cons =
fent 5 "and’ one ‘commion’ will, 'guarding and exe-
- cuting,thofé Jaws, by ‘a ‘public - confcience; ‘or
 tribunal'of juftice. Paffions; ‘affections,. and ap- -

»f nature.—— > § petites are comimon to both,-as incentives to.ac-
. order of nature~——It fol- &
lows, as another felf-evident principle, ‘that the

tion'; ‘but thefe ‘being 'partial, ‘and’ often -turbu-
lent and unruly, as the will, or executive power,
that- commanc{s “them ‘is ‘blind “and: headftrong,
nature'in otie cafe and law’'in ‘the other -ordains,
that this highand“impetious " power thould . be
controuled by reafon and‘'juftice, ‘both jn' the

“man and the ftate. - ‘And dccordingly. we find the -
| crown s controuled' by one-houfe of parliament
- its ufe of  the public  property, which is :the

E life-blood” of  the community 3: and by the: other

. DA . . ) : C T ‘ - r? ‘
of the Creator,in ruling nations, as he hath or-E

“dained every man fhould: be r uled. .

Pror

In the ftate}

" of hature men live under the fole, dominion-of§

i B i
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1t'is’controuled, as‘a court ofappeal, from'the .
ordinary decifions of law ‘and equity, which may =

be under its influence. - But-above all,. it is
limited by the natural irights: of ‘the peopls,. by
conftitutiorial compacts; and the ‘paramount law
of the land, ‘to' Wwhich® we “ae fubje@, as being

N h

.equally the'law 6f God' to ‘the ‘nation, as reafon
‘to-the "individual in a ftate of nature, . . ool
' Without entering more minutely into the com-

parifon, which mightgive it arifling, ratherthan -

a ferious and imporiant air, many ufeful obferva-

Y

~tions and leffons may be drawn'from ;thfi’s\’a}i}'é_ldgy,;] o
both by the governiment and the pegple. . -
~“We' midy learn firft, that ‘truth, reafon, ‘and

 virtue are the leading powers in  men and govern-

ments ; and " that ‘both' are degenerate from itheir
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nature and end, . when they receive. the law f roffl
power.. We. learn further, that men

_any other

are free when they - follow -reafon, - flaves when

they obey the blind dictates of zheir own will 5
how much more of; any other?. And, as . the

individual, fo-in ftatés, when the ‘reafon of the

<

" ftate, that is, -its uacorrupt legiflature, leads the

'

government; ~the ;:P@Pl@ - are

free....;But: if the

. executive:.power, {ubverting the ordet of nature,

refume:to. be -its “own_counfellor; and. miniffer,

| ther.«fubjééb_,is~,«,fthe’1_'¢ enflaved, becaufe, not ading

under . the dire@ion of the. public, reafon and

iudgment, it is no longer  the public w ill, but

‘thiat of a prefumptuous defpot. .. And if the rea
forr and virtue of the nation can be fo far feduced
and coirupted by the executive power as to refign
their authority and truft, and give; their fanction

o the ufurpations of thé crown,. the depravity

of fuch a people. is' as'low as. it can fink. : It is
infanity *in the extreme 3 and, whether, in. the

community or individuals, ‘qualifies both for fet=

TR

ters and a dark room. . -

+Thie;will rin " thesindividual, feduced. by) the.
paflions, ~may.: iy .n the. face. of; reafon:sand-
confcience; and; forge the, members and: s

_ ofthe :body: - anto the .execution -of 1t
yefolves; butywhen ;this: s catried to
treme, .the: tyrant’s abufe of -his, own rea

15
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 commonly. puniflied, by that jof .other men with |

a.-prifon’or, a ymadrhoufe;, thie propereft, plages
for ufirphig - powers: that ‘infule thetr fuperiors;

La

suflice: which alone conftitute goo

“And this hath .fometimes -been  the cafe with §

tlie : public .will, -when ; by . playing the tyrant
e ey ST “beyond

ST, ¥ PN
D .

and trample;-on ;that; natural .order and; legal -
d' government. §

VU N

 beyond.the fatience of the peopley they have.

| ‘want of that un
“diftinguithed halfswitted - royalt
ity ;as -hiftory -abundantly.

...... g
§ PR

been rouzed to felf-defence, and retaliation. And .

to the purpofes -of . government, - there. is: but

it may.be. farther obferved, that, with regard

Jittle difference to a nation betwixt infanity and

(i-‘nb?@mt\y“ff unlefs it be, ;thz‘ft:,in'faivji‘ty;is» ‘a fuffiz
cient ground of deprivation; whereas perfevering
folly may, be fuffered to go fuch lengths in infa-
tuation and mifchief as no frenzy could egual, for

’ wniformity in error which has ever

¢ abundantly. fecords, 'the greateft

~ fcourge of nations, _There it will appear, in the

* darkeft ‘pages of human 'calamity, how many. .
public dangers firft courteds in the wantonnefs of~
* folly, have at laft been embraced in the rage of

.defpair: - How many mighty. empires; have :been’

“devoted to deftruction; Decaufe Kings were too

)
H

proud to he wife, and minifters too corrupt:to be
| honeft !—In fuch a ftate of opprefled. nature,

and infulted humanity, why llceps the vengeance

| of the people ¥ fince the monfters; who feel no

i

| unworthy to prefide over fuch laws: nor can the
“deftroyers of mankind, who bring difgrace and

| ruin upon kingdoms; be confidered as their guar-
. 4313133.3‘.‘1—1(}. Plib‘te&bf&'ﬁ“f"; R T o L
~ “If this be not a chimerical, but a true ftatea

.

"~ grofs error we have fallen into by endeavouring - |
- to reduce the:- colonies to: the foot of power;®

e

without the concurrence of their own reafon; or
legiflature; jwbig:h,gw\ith ‘tefpe&t to them, weie
';l:tS:Q_I.ﬂy,legal'contirot'}l;‘ "The Cr;o_\*v'ngof‘Englgilid;

o

A NG e

v, and rendered

‘reftraints from the laws of reafon and juftice, are

’
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ment ‘of the priticiples of our conftitution and
“government; “we may learn further from . it, the




ey
;;-1lhgvf_'ﬂ;evaﬁ;*is'the' public will and ‘authority
| ngdom deputed to a chief magiftrate,

‘under the 1ble."i"¢f’craii_1t,0f the deliberative ‘powers-

of the refpe&tive governments over which . 1t ‘pre-

- fides. 'Being the ruline tatwer. e hae gt
Cge Bang the rulingpower, it has, in'behalf
o the }12(..)4th6‘.1.." country, given charters, or powers
~of felf-government, to the colonies, according to

“the terms- and conditions of*'their feveral agree-

“ments ;- leaving facred what  conld mer e 21 D5 I Favin g miared the oo and
ts 3 leaving d what could not be taken § ought long fince to have expiated the treafon and

'th'e_'mjury_ to both ‘(\:O‘unﬁtl‘iésfﬁtr the blOCk Bht, A

| from them > their prior natiral rights ‘of liberty
- ‘and property, - and the: conftitutional . powers of

‘guarding: them by laws of their “(‘)Wii‘"fraiiiing‘
i . : v s

,:and -}t;’u_(:e‘;f,;of{-t'h’_cir”.q'wn' iiilpOﬁllg, -as far 'as con-
- Miftent with the exprefs covenants in their chap.
- ters, To the affemblies of their provincés, the

" nights and ‘the ‘property of America were con
fided 5 and the i A A"Ivr»l‘efl-l:c-a ELS . con-
fided ;. and the executive power received fupplies-
i ?b}veh’azlf A’o‘f : t:he;crqwn from the free grant of the
“people’s repréfentatives. T fuppofe  this csuld

+be done for'them in England “without ufurpation -

- ~and tyranny is: the grofleft ‘abfurdity. ' For the

‘end of legiflation is to dire& and ¢ontroul power ;
. [N RS PN S - >

and it _i.s evident America could have no controul -
qyfex‘jthze crown, or will of: E’ng}ah‘d,;‘by'v"tﬁé'folné-' ]
'jje}aig)i}‘o;' legiflature of England.  She would on §
 the contrary, have been Ieft to a povernment of
~ power only, | {lat |
oné¢ whofe int

unreftrained ‘by any legiflature, but
oné whfe | cl‘p{ﬁ. would have furrendered her at
diicretion to the arbitrary ravages of 'C‘ori'lj‘pt'/a‘nd.

defpotic minifters.” It is the “eflence of liberty

~and ‘our conftitution, for the ‘people to controul

- the crown ;' for the reafon and deliberation of the -

. ftate to give law to ! is principle
| -could not be difpenfed with in'Amerjca. without - |
A diret vielation of natural juftice, law, compa&;,
e e - and .

its" power.

~This principle

| own offspring.

and .conflitutional rights ; nor';ilndged,could alilyf

fubje& above the condition of, vaflalage be’ bafe .
| enough to fubmit to it. It betrayed therefore

| extreme ignorance of the conftitution, or extreme.
| infolence of office, even under the fyftem of Bute .
and North, to refufe the humble petitions of our.

fellow-fubje&s, in order ,‘tfzof’bt"iﬁg*’thefﬁ ‘to’ the

foot_of power by unconditional, that is, paffve
| obedience. And the nefarious gang of {laves who
| dared to threaten the continent of America, peo=’

pled with Britons, in fuch opprobrious terms,

alas! “the patriots, who were to"impeach "the.
traitors, had made.parliament itfelf acceflory to-
the treafon, by declaring an unlimited “right to.

‘bind chartered colonies and. free=born fubjets.

So. that the honour, the juftice, and the injuries
of the nation are doomed to {fleep for ever over
the black enormities of that daririg conipiracy,

.....

which, with an’ impunity as aftonifhing ‘as the

beft blood and treafute of England to enflave her’

~ By -this fimple

this. fi rule,” founded ‘in" nature and
common -fenfe, if we fquare, the principles and
meafures of government, we fhall difcover at

once the degree of its ‘reCtitude, or obliquity ‘ta

the naturé of man, the conflitution of England,

B and the moral government of the Creator, who

hath unalterably ordained, as the firt law both
to,civil governments and to individuals, that the
will thould obey reafon, and pawer be fubfervient

to law, - And, confequently, that princes in free

pations arg no longer to be intrufted as the public
" R ,‘. -;‘,/.,. RZ "xu"" “ ’ e W}ll

Pt




will, than they follow the public reafon ; much
lefs when ‘they prefume to. dictate to the great
council of the nation, orto corrupt its Integrity to. -

{upport the arbitrary counfels of ambition. Kings
love the power, byt not the public reafon and

virtue that muft guide and controul it,”

only that can conflitute lawful fovereignty;

- and tyranny, or anarchy, is the fure confequénce
of their feparation.  When the Houfe of Com- .
mons, inftead of fpeaking, faithfully and fully’
the fenfe of the nation, corruptly echoes back

- the voice of the crown, or the chiefs of a faction, -
- the-peoplé: are betrayed by their own fervants,

- bought with their own money, enflaved by their

own power, wickedly and traitoroufly divorced-

from the public couniels and authority, by which
only it can lawfully and conftitutionally a&. By

this touchftone of government, ‘and unerring law
3 . R I S SRR B i . Lo
of power, we may alio form a true eftimate ‘of

 the different parties in the ftate, and the opinions.
by which they are diftinguithed.”” The. Tory is

the blind votary of the crown. He flies dire@ly’

in the face of nature and reafon,” by making his

idol the leading as well as the efficient power of
-the ftate. “He would annihilate the natural will
of the fubje& by paflive obedience, in order’to
give a divine right of defpotifin to a deputed
~public will. "This doétrine deftroys at”onice the
very 1dea of a.civil conftitution,” which' ifplies

“Jaw and compa&, mutual obligation, dhd reci-
“procal intereft ‘as its only fanéion.  'If ‘thefe can

not be difpenfed with, or at_leaft the appearance
~aof them, th ]

T e b gy et o e+

“It s
therefore the great concern of the whole commu- |
‘nity to {ee. that they go together; fince it is this"

is party makes no fcruplé of bribing -

Parliament to acquiefce in the treaﬁ)n.‘.;' Anda. :
gdvérzlment'of corruption is a declaration that .-
 the crown neither does, nor means to govern ac-.. -
| cording to the fenfe, will, or intereft of the peo-..

#
{

Rple, but by its own pleafure, -and for its own .

{ ends.—Modern Whigs are not quite {fo arbitrarys .

]
i

| they would not utterly filence the -public-reafon, - -
| .nd fubdue it totally .to the tyrant will. . They -
 would have it {peak once in feven years at leaft, = ..
to 'ﬁ{ppo'rt appearances for the. goyernment, ’and.: ‘
§ Prefeg?é the name of the conftitution; but they -
| by no means with it to {peak too fre.ely, or too .
| often, left they fhould lofe their own importance.: -
in {peaking for it.. They are profefled- enemies : -

to defpotic government, ‘that 1s, -a government: -

by the will only s yet they are generally avowed:
enemies to equal reprefentation and annual parlia=:

| ments, which alone could give it effettual con-
§ troul by fpeaking the fenfe and will of the public™

| more frequently and fully. A free kingdom, that

| fuffers its mouth to be ftopped for {even years,
 and then only {peaks by a féw\inter.eﬁiad voices,

contrary to the truth, and the public judgment
| and feelings, may as well be dumb for ever.

And the pretended fiiends of the people who

would fubftitute their own hackney’d oratory for.
| the public voice, may call themfelves by what
name they pleafe, they are all equally enemies
| {0 the natural and conflitutional rights of their
| country. It is the popular party only, who with
| to reftore and perfeét the conftitution, that ap-
| pear to have a juft fenfe of its excellence, of the
dignity of human nature, and the majefty of thf-’{,
great community, They know, that neither l-

berty
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mankind,

bertiys nor law;, d_ep,eﬁd_;s} upon ; th;af will of the. chief_-!--

N

magiftrate, who'is.in no fenfe a fovereign in the |

ftate, ‘but as: entrufted with and_ faithfully exe- |

cuting the public will, of which.the people are

their own more folemn decifions, when they be-

' the. fole judges; formally, by. their deputies in’

come neceflary. ~ For although great kings, when |
they attempt to. make flaves, may lofe fubjects, §

- and facrifice fertile provinces to barren preroga-
. tive, they. can.make no,_chang‘g._mithc' moral rea-

fon and nature of things, whofe.immutable laws

decree, that the government of ‘all reafonable be- §

_ings muft. be founded in truth and juftice ; and
- that. all- arbitrary. dominion is no. lefs treafon

againft the God . of -nature. than the rights of §
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