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OBSERVATIONS

RESPECTING

THE PUBLIC EXPENDITURE AND THE

INFLUENCE OF THE CROWN.

HE i‘ight allowed 'to every rank of the péoplé
to difcufs points in the pubhc condu& of their

rulers, and to the reprefentatwes of the people,:
when called upon by the vou:e of thelr confhtuents,‘
or prompted by their own fenfe of duty, to inftitute

enquiries into fuch condu& has always beemeckoned

among the bleﬁings of the Britifh Contftitution. Cer-.
tain parts of the management of public affairs are

peculiarly obnomous to fuch enquiry; and the_

wholefome as well as habitual Jealqufy of both the

people, and their reprefentatives, watches over thofe

who are entrufted with it with a {pirit of fcrutmy,* ‘

which though occafionall

B : times

s inconvenient and fome-. -
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1Tmes apt to be unjuft, is one of the falutary guards

of that freedom, which is our pride, our glory,

and the great fource of our profg:erityf ”

Of thefe fopics of {’cri&'l inveftigation there are
particularly two, which Parliament in its inherent
and neceffary fun&ion is frequently called upon to
éxamine and to difcufs, on behalf of themfelves and
of their conftituents,—the Influence of the Crown,
and theA Public Expenditure ; t_hé laft indeed as
important with reference to the former, as from its
own {ubftantive effelts on-the eafe and happinefs of
the people. Its 1mportance, in both points of view,
Isin propornon to its magmtude ; and now, there.
fore, when the cn’cumﬂ:ances of the t1mcs, and the
ﬁtuatxon of the country call for its exertion be-
yond all former example, almoft beyond all former
con]e&ure, it is doubly incumbent on the Houfe of
Commons to exercife that guar dlanfhlp of the pub-
lic pulfe with which it is invefted, by mcreaﬁng

Jzecks, and by frcqueng enquxry.

“This part of its duty, Parliament has, in_fadt,
ggrfomed within the Iaft four-and-twenty years in

& manner more ef cmnt, as well as more adlive,
thagy
aad

39
sthan-at any former period of our DOL]E_]QQ,LM
1t is perhaps fingular, and certainly moft honorable

to the individual Minifter, that the fame Chancellor
of the Exchequer, whofe duty it became towards

the eventful clofe of the laft century, to call forth

“as well as to manage the utmoft refources of the

nation, made it another part of his duty to inftitute
the means of examination and controul of that ex-
pendlture which'he was to dire& and to apply But
there was in that (as indeed is the cafe in all fuch
public meafures rightly underftood) not lefs politi-
«cal wifdom than political virtue ; becaufe the credit
of the country will always rife in proportion to the
provifions made, and to the meafures adopted, for
the fatisfa&tion of its crédit’ors, and the conviéion
of t.he‘ people, with regard to the juftnefs and ap-
/_Rnanon of its expenditure,

Befides the general conﬁru&xon (f the p’hrafe.

may be all owed) of our government, adapted at all

times to the pur pofe of checkmg excels as WeII as

abufe in its expenditure, there fhould be an occa-

fional adoption of enquiry to fuit particular cafes

and particular departments.  This mode is rendered

indifpenfible from the complication, as well as the

B 2 novelty,




" great public igﬁitutio’ns, it is extremely important

( 4)

novelty, of many articles of public expenceto which
important and critical periods give rife; in addition
to which there isalfo an energy in newly eftablithed
inftitutions for reftraint or inveftigation beyond the
cuftomary routine of official fupervifion. In the
fuperintendance of great and widely extended con-
cérns, no vigilance of department can at all times
guard againft poflible abufes; frauds, or culpable
negligence, will occafionally efcépe the detection of
ordinary management, notwithftanding the utmolt
circumipe&tion of vigilant officers.  The beft chance
of difcovering fuch particular abufes, or of fuggeft-

ing general improvements in future, will be found

in fpecial enquiries from time to.time: their in-

ftitution is one of the legacies our lamented ftatef-

man has left us, not more creditable to his memory

than ufeful to his country. This pointed exercife( |
/

/
N

of enquiry is now become fo much a political habit
in this country, that we may venture to truft no | |

future adminiftration will difcountenance it, nor-any/ |

future géneration allow it to go into difufe. ' ) ] a

The precedents and pradtice of fuch ufeful en-
‘quiries, Jike the precedents and pradice of all other

fhould

( 5)
fhould be unfolded and illuftrated. Itis with an

intention to a difcharge of that duty to the country,

that the following accurate ftatement of the mea-

- fures which have been already adopted towards the

attainment of the objeés above alluded to, in one
point of view, is made; {o as not only to thew what
has been done towards retrenchment of the public
expence, and the confequent diminution of the pa- -
tronage of the crown, but alfo to exhibit the pre-
fent fubfifting ftate of fuch expence and patronage
fo much in detail, as to afford every perfon the means
of judging what further retrenchments may reafon-
ably be expected, confiftently with the gbod of the
public fervice, and, what in truth is {ynonimous,
with proper encouragement and reward of merit in

the fervants of the public, — ) ‘
. No of Annual

. . Offices. ’ Value.

By the Civil Lift A&, brought in by
Mr. Burke in 1782, 22 Geo.3. c.8z2.
there were actually fuppreffed - - 134 57,500

Under regulations of the Treafury in o

" 1782-3, by Lord Shelburne and . ®

Mr.Pitt - - - - - - - - 144 13,625

Making a total of offices in the Civil v
Lift, fupprefled in 1782-3, of - 278 91,125
But there were offices created to per- ' o

form the duties of thofe {upprefled,

_to the amount of = = = =~ 062 10,909 °
’Mal‘:-ing a reduétion at that timein the :
Civil Lift, on the whole, of - - 216 £ 60,218
, ®3
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No. of

; Brought forward
The Exchequer A& in- 1783, the
23Geo.3. c.82. fuppreffed the Uther,
Tally Cititers, the two Chamber-
Tains, and the four Second Clerks in
the Tellers Offices, all valuable fine-
cures ; but thofe fuppreflions were
not to fall in till the deaths of -the
parties - - - = - - - - -
Under the fame afl, the offices of
Anuditor and four Tellers were sew

gulated, to take effe after the

deaths of the then poffeflors 5 the in-
come of the former was at that time
_#£ 19,800 a year, and would have

Oftices.

216°

8

been moré now than is here fated, at -

The four Tcllers would nowhave been

Suppreflions and regulations in the

Fxchequer = « - = « - - -
Dedut the falaries of the Auditor and
of the four Tellers - - - - =

A&ual faving in the department of the

Exchequer - - - - - - -
“The Auditors’ a& in 1785, 25 Geo. 3.
c. 52. fupprefled offices, the fees of
which, on the National Debt alone

at 100l a million, would now have

amounted to more -than Go000l. a
year, cn the accompts of the Bank,
%e. and therefore on the whole of

Caried forward “274 -

10,000

50,000

88,000

I 58,0010

14.800

Al
Value.
60,216

1435200

79

No. of

Offices.

Brought forward:
the public accounts audited by thofe
officers may be moderately ftated at

TFrom which muft be deduced as under,
Expence of all fors of the New Board,
1785, - -~ = = - = = - 9,000
‘Additions in 1801, ~ - < - = - 10,03%
Between 1301 and 1805, -. - - - 850
In 1805, a new Board was conltituted
‘of three Commiffioners and Officers
Aund in 18006, the two Boards were

9575

confolidated, two Commiffioners ad-
ded, with an incresfed eftablithment,
amounting in‘thewholeto - - 13,811

Total of the prefent eftablithment
of auditing public accounts -

:Actual faving of charge ia this depart-

ment - - - - - - - - -
“T'he increafed charge, occafioned by
the immenfe accumulation of public
~accompts, has prevented the direét
{aving by the above-mentioned mea-
fure being confiderable ; but the
pofitive advantages derived to the
country from the ftri& inveﬁiga-
‘tion, which thofe accounts have un-
’fiengo'ne fince 1485, are of incalcula+

224

70,000

_ '*45,168

Carried forward "~ - « - 224

Banuat
Value.

203-‘,4}56

24,832

B ]

228,248

. * Trom this however fhould be dedu&ed;the‘falz{ry ‘of ofxe ’
’Commiﬁioner who is dead, to whom Tio fucceflor is to be ap-

. pointed. .
f

54




( 8
’ No. of Annual
Offices. Value.

' Brought forward 224. 228,248
_ble value. 'The number of employ«

* ments were not altered by the fup-
prefiion of the two Auditors of the
impreft under the At in that year,.
and the fubfequent fuppreflion of
the Auditorfhip of hides, as three
Commiflioners were ‘added to the -
two exifting Comptrollers of Army
accompts, to conftitute the new
Board then eftablithed. The fubfe-
quent aéts added feven Commiffion~
ers, makiang the whole number ten,*‘
without theComptrollers,whoceafed
to be auditors under the laft a&t, and
one was added to their number; but
the office of one of the new auditors
having lapfcd by death,andnot being -
to be filled up, the increafe in this
department on the whole to be de-
duGedis - - = -« - - - - 7

—

Diminution in the number of employ-

ments, and faving in the annual

charge in the Civil Lift and the
‘Exchequer - - - = - - = 217 Offices
£ the annual value of - - £228,248

* Whea the A& was depending in the Houfe of Commons
in 1806, the Author ventured to exprefs an opmlon, that in-
creafing the number of Commillioners would rather retard than

“accelerate the examination of the public accompts ; -inftead.of

which increafe he propofed the addition of fome more infpec-

tors. prenence may now be reforted to, to dec1de whether
" that opinion was well founded.

In

€9
 In the Cuftoms there was a clafs of offices,
granted by patent, in the g1ft of the firft lord of the
trealury, abfolute finecures, and many of them of

great value*: this patronage was the more defirable,

~as no local claims interfered with it at all, whzch

left the mmlf’cer at hbelty to difpofe of it among
the relatlons and private friends of himfelf, or of
thofe on Whom he was moft defirous of conferrmg
favors. Thefe finecure employments, to the num-
ber of one hundred and ninety-fix, amounting at
that time in value to 42,oool a-year, and which
would now, from the increafe of trade, have been
worth much more, Mlﬂ Pitt took a'determiﬁatiori
to abolifh fo early as Chuﬁmas 1784 3 from whxch
time they remained vacant as they fell in. In
truth he difpofed of only two of thofe from his
:ﬁr& entrance into office; one given.for public
fervices 1, and the other for the fupport of
fome of the younger branches of an ancient, noble

- * One of thefe, ‘worth more than 1200l a-year, was given'
by Lord North to the brother of Mr. Robinfon, and another,
of about half that value, was held by a gentleman in the T'rea-
fury for Sir Grey Céoper, the joint fecretaries of the "T'reafury.

1 This* was only a moiéty there: was a {urvivor .in.the
patent, w hlch prcvented the {uppreflion of the: -office.;
: : : fam‘lv,




"have been fince omitted for obvious reafons.

( 1)
family, utter.iy‘unprovided for. The a& for fﬁp.;
prefling this clafs of offices did not however pals
till 1798.*, on account of regulations in contems
plation for imprmﬁng the management of the reve-
nue of Cuftoms, at which time there had fallen in
50, of the annual value of 1 3,320lL.1 That manage:
iment in trath derived great advantage from the
{uppreflion of the defcription of offices here noticed,
as the poffeflors of them, holding by patents, con-
ceived themfelves amenable only to the Treafury or
the King, and fometimes formally difclﬁimed any
relponfibility to the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms,
to the manifeft inconvenience, if not to the lofs, of

the revenue. |

In 1789, upon a {trong fepreferitatidu from the

Commiffioners of Excife of the utter inadequacy of

‘the falaries of the officers in their “department

to their very moderate maintenance, efpecially
having in view the great truft unavoidably repofed

-

i

* 28 Geo. III. ¢. 86.

+ Thefe finecure offices at all the out-ports are to be found
in the Court Calendar of 1751, p.102. They were at that
early time defcribed as. worth 2, 3, 4, and sool. a-year, with
the appointment of valuable deputyfhips of great profit.. They

mn

(1 )
in them, the Treafury made confiderable augmens
fations thereto, fufficient to place the officers in
fituations’ of reafonable conipetency. That was
done with double prc;ﬁt to " the public; as the
revenue was not only benefited by the officers being:
rendered indep‘endén_t of the traders, but, by z

redu@tion of the expence of management, feven

hundred and fixty-five officers having been then

reduced which effeCted an annual faving, after
allowing for the'augmehtation of falaries to thofe
femaining, to the amount of 12,3451, But no
abatemént is made for that arrangement here,
it being included in the general ftatement of the

£xcife revenue under that head. -

From this time to 1798 no redufion of any

zonfequence took place 5 but in that yéar ivhf;ﬂ'
the duty on falt was doubled, it occnrred to Mr. Pitt
that thie revenue on that article might be better
éollé&ed,‘ and a confiderable féving effetted to the
public; by the management of it ‘being transferred to
the Fxcife ; which was done accordingly *, and the
Salt Board with the whole eftablithment -under it

* 38 Geo. I11. c. 8g. ’
b fup-




| ¢ 12 )
fupprefled, by which the Treafury loft the appoint.

ment of four hundred and fifty-nine offices of
different forts; but two hundred were added to
pe'rform the new duty under the Excife. In this
cafe alfo as the diminution and addition of officers
will be included in the general ftatement of revenue
officers, no further notice of it will be taken here,
except to obferve that the Treafury loft a patronage
equal to the extent of the whole Salt eftablithment,
the new officers being all in the gift of the Com-
miffioners of Excife, with whofe appointments the

Treafury have very little interference.

The offices of the Auditors of the Land Revenue
for England and Wales next attralted the attention
of Mr. Pitt. The duties of thefe, it appeared to

-him, were of a nature which would very well admit

of their being 'perfél‘med by the Commiffioners for
auditing the Public Accompts: one was held by
two gent’lemen for their joint lives, the two others
during pleafure. Thefe were abolifhed by law in
1799 *, at which time the reverfion of the moft

valuable, worth more than j3oocol. a-year, was

* 39 Geo. I1I1. ¢. 83.
' open.

( 13 )
open. The reduction then effetted was to take
place upon the death of the pofleflors.

Thefe three offices were of the annual value
of gsool., which, added to thofe in the Civil Lift
and Exchequer, and the patent finecure employ-
ments in the Cuﬁoms,:abfolutély unconnected with,
the colle&tion of the duties except in two or three
cales, make the redution as under :

Offices. - Annual Value.

In the Civil Lift and Exchth_ler - 217 228,248
In the Cuftoms - - - - - - 196 42,000
In the Land Revenue - - - - 3 - 5,50Q

Making a total of faving on official
cftablithments - - - - - - 416

£2755748

To thefe reduétions of expence and influence,

>ariﬁng from what was done with refpect to offices,

fhould however be oppoled the new eftablifhments
which have been made, and the new offices created
within the fame period, from the neceflities of the .

public fervice.

- The bufinefs of taking up tranfports and con.
dudting the whole of the fervice (which during the
American war had been principally managed by
the Navy Board, but in fome inftances had been

pet~




(14 )
performed by individuals on commiffion to theip
own profit) had been found to interfere fo effen,
tially with the other duties of the former as to ren.
der it mdlfpenﬁbly neceflary to eftablith a Board for
that purpofe in September 1794. In January 1796,

the bufinefs of Prifoners of War was put under the

direCtion of this new Board ; and in 1806 the

whole department of the Sick and Hart was fup-
prefled, and the duties transferred to it allo, which
leaves the balanc_e as follows :

! L . ' " No.  Salaries,
Ofﬁces addm’ Comiflionersof T mfpm ts

- . 6 0,40
" Secretary to do. - - . o . . T 1,000
’ : 7 7,400
Ofﬁces Suppreffed, Commlﬁionezs of Sick and Hurt,
. and becxctury tothem - . ... . . - 4 2,065
_;[ncreafe' of officers and falaries in confequence of
- the eftablifhment of the Tranfport Board - 3 £ 5335

‘The eftablifiment of a {cparate Board for the
‘lranfpou fcrwce was ﬁron'rl} recommended fo

early as in 1788, by the Commiffioners of Enquiry;:

and »the _3dvantagcs experienced from the adoption

of it early in the war have moft fully juftified a
compliance with that recommendation, Thefe ad-

vantages are detailed at fome length in a paper of

2 Novem-

5D
November 1801, in. Sir John Sinclair’s Hiftory of

the Revenite *. Referring to that for more parti-

cular information, it will be fufficient here to {tate: !

with precifion the favings in dire&t expenditure.

In a\ former pubﬁéation by the author, he refer-

ved to a reprefentation by the commi{ﬁoners to t?le
committee of finance in 1798, when -they faid,
¢ They have faved the public {fome hundred thou-. b

« fand pounds, which but for their clofe and con~ d

“ ftant attention, would have been loft ; adding,.

¢ that if the three Boards engaged .before this.

¢ time in hiring tranfports for their refpe@ive fer-
< vices, had each of them, through the weight of
;; bﬁﬁnefs, or want of attention, taken up one {hip
“ of a moderate fize more than was nece(fary, or
¢ pcrnntted one fhip for each branch to remain
& unemployed, the pay of thofe tranfports, exclu-
¢ five of in'cidentsz would have amounted to more
¢ than the {vhol;e official charge of the new Bogl'd;!
¢ and all the clerks uhder them.” A fingle in-

ftance, after its eftablithment, will afford proof that

this was no exaggeration. The barrackpﬁice,

. * Yol 11, P- 137 ] -
‘ S without




( 16 )

without authority from the treafury, in November

1795, took up: fome fhips to carry ftores, for

which they paid sl. a ton, while the commiffioners:

for tranfports were taking np thips fheathed at
3l 10s. and coppered fhips at 41.

It muft indeed be evident that much inconve.
nierice and lofs was unavoidably fuftained by the
management of hiring fhips having been under
Boards which had other important avocations to

attend to, more 1mmed1ately conne&ed w1th their

departments. The examination of the veflels, re-

fpeé‘tmg fize, ﬁtnefs, &c. neceflarily devolved upon

inferior ochers, which - bufinefs is now very dif-

fe1ent1y condudted ; and on fome occafions tranf-
ports were taken up by officers con1ma11d111g regl-

lents or detachments, who could form no Judg-

ment elthcr as to the hire or the tonnage of the

fhips; a pm&lcc that frequently led to an ufelefsb ‘

contmuauon of hire by demurrage 5 Wthh has been

avmded by ftrict examinations of log-books and

papers: a great wafte of ftores has alfo been - pre-

vented, by a ftrict mvefhgatlon of the e*zpendlture
and return of al articles,
' Exclufive,

() -

‘Exclufive, however;" of “the" beneﬁt Whtc'h muﬁ:
have been detived from the" 1mproved management
generally, fome’ partlcular heads' may be ftated, the
favings on which are capable”of bemg afcertamed
with a confiderable degree of accuracy. The pars
ticulars will be enumerated, and will prove that
they are forty times greater in amount than the
charge mcurred by the creatlon of thxs Board *,

This vwiIl-f_not appeaf fo furpﬁﬁng, when it is cons
fidered that naval men muft be more competent
than others to manage fea-faring prifoners of war;
as WQH as to engage proper veflels for cartels. One
1nore ftriking advantage fhould not be omitted, viz.
the fpeedy and - ftri& = examination of racc‘dr‘n’pt‘s;
which had accumulated under the Sick and Hurt
Board. Arrears to the amount of g40,000l.” have
already been fettled notwithftanding. which, the
accompts of :the laft war. are ‘not yet.all adfufted ;
whereas thofe of the prefent war are:in fuch for:
wardnefs, that if the fame-punétuality {hall continue
to be - obferved, the whole will be completely
brought up and fettled in o few. weeks after'a
peace. In addition to all which advantages, a new

.

———

XSeep 3Iand32 o
’ c o depart.




a8 )
department has been created. for -checking the de.
livery and returns. of ftores, medicines,.and necef.
faries of every.furgeon in the pavy, as well as of
the furgeons and agents -of hofpitals at home and
abroad. ' - |

~ The relief thus %iford.e.sl te the Navy Board, by
,rémo“,vin‘g» the .tranfport bufinefs ﬁom under  their

control, fHIl left their ‘éﬁébliﬂnnen‘t unequal to

providing for the widely extended operations of this
War, .;\V&fhi,ch_'ren_deredf,a confiderable -increafe to it
?bfélu,tely_ indifpenfible.  The number of commif-
fioners of the navy was found altogether unequal to
checking the expenditure in its various Tl')ranche‘si
providing at the fame time for a {tri& and clofe exa-

mination of accomipts, as.well of the receipt and

expenditure of ftores as of -cath ; -efpecially as, on

foreign ftations.in particular, opportunities were af-

forded for dbufes to.animmenfe extent, from the want

of a {uperintending.and 'controlihg:authofit’y on the i
- fpot: the. helt remedy for which it was conceived .

would be the appointmient-of refident commiffioners

at certain places “abroad, ‘where there ‘had. been
none~before. . On ithe ‘whole, between 1798 and
18cq, there were j ?I(}C!ed"'éfé\(e;l'_,_ principal officers

and commiffioners of the navy at home, including

.~ thofe

)
thofe at Sheernefs and Deptford, and four abroad s
But four at home and two abroad were difcontinued
between 1784 and 1793, whenlt iirés;.',?:hkﬁinght their

fervices were not required ;- which:is ‘a clear mani.

feftation that nothing but the public good was in
view when the additions were made. The‘ moft
important of thofe took placé'i_ﬁc’ieeél' on .the re-
commendation of the cémmiﬁioxieljs for maval re-
vifion. On the whole, within the period of our
inquiry, the additions and diminutions ‘of the prin-
cipal officers and commiffioners-of the navy are as
follows: - R o
¥ No.of

_ » ‘-Oti'icés_. N Salaries.
Added - . . . _ . .. - TI5 O i5y900
Reduced - - . . - - . . "6 g300 "
‘On the balance an increafe of ¥ 9 ) 11,600
T'o which is to be added an aug'{- : I
mentation of falaries” - - .- - - 8,300
~ Carried forward 9. 19‘,903

* When the falaries of the Commiffioners, a3 augmented, are
compared with the arduous dutiés they have to perform, aswell
as the inceflant labor attendant thereupon, it will not be

-thought ‘they are over-paid. This _Qbfervationl applies moft
.ﬁr.ongly perhaps to the commiffioners in the dock yards ; and

in a moft particular manner to the one at Port{mouth, -whofe
fa.lary'isf 1,200l with a houfe, and an eftablifhment neceffary.in
his particular fituation to be kept up for receiving- ftrangers
and officers, which cannot be maintained at much lefs than twice
that fum. i

€z , Tn«




_ other place._

( 20 )
Novof 7.
. v Offices. =~ ~Salaries,
Brought over - 9 19;900 ,
Increafe to the falary of the firft
Lord of the Adniralty to
make it 5,oool nett; fHll
- lower than the falaries of the- S
' Secretaucs of State - - - L 2,150

Total mcteafe to Admualty dnd Navy o
“Boards . - - - o el o - S 2z080
To the number of the 'Commifﬁtmers
~of Vi&tualling, no addition has béen

- . made; but to their ordinary duties,

" which were increafed beyond what
- they had been in any former war,

there was added, in 1794, the pur-

chafe of provifions and all viétual-

ling ftores for the army on foreign
ftations, which compelled them to

a lqng attendance daily, inftead of

the m_o&etate one of three days in the_

week before that bufinefswas thrbv'm

upon them ; which induced an aug—
mentation of falaries and allowances

to the Cemmiffioners and their fe~
cretai*y, 'ainotmting to - - - = ‘ 3,456

Total increafe of naval e&dhllfhments

ofallforts - - - ="« - - g £ 25,500,

——

‘But in this cafe, as in that of the Tranfport

',Board favmgs were effeCted greatly exceedmg the

_mcreafed expence, as WIH be plamly ﬂmwn in an-

The

(o)

“The Board of Control for the Affairs of India -

was cftablified in 1784,* confifting (exclufive

of a number of members without falaries) of three 5

Commiffioners and a Secxetary, at the expence to

the Eaft India Company of - - = . 6;500l

And about the {ame time a commiittee of the Lords

of ‘the Privy Counc1l with a Prefident and Vice

Prefident, W&s ‘appointed to tranfa& the bufinefs

which had been formerly executed by the Board of

Trade: but. the me;“i}bers'compoﬁng 'it; holding -

other offices. of profit, have no. falaries for heir

duty.  The only expence, therefore, attending the -
effablithment to be taken into this eftimate is sool,

ayear each to two clerks of the Privy -Cotincil who

attend as fecretanes, makmg an. annual charge of

1000l.

The only remaining branch to be added to the
increafe of Eftablithments is that of the Barracks 5
and it is become a heavy one. What the dlﬂerence

of expence s between the mamtenance of troops

In quarters and b'u‘r"tcks is extremely difficult to

——

 * By 24 Geo. III. c.25. . . -
€3, . . alcertaing
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afcertain ;. there are fo many varying circumftances
as to have defeated the utmoft endeavour that has
been ufed for the purpofe: but the inveftigation
which. has. taken place, at the expence of much
labor. in the offices, leads to a perfuafion that
the author was under a. miftake, when he exprefled
an opinion in a former publication that the barrack
fyftem was one of ceconomy ; he fell into the error
from a ftatement of the late Barrack Mafter
General, who moft affuredly thought it was a
cqfre&.one when it was made; or he would not
have allowed it to go out to the world under the
fan&ion of his authority. The eftablifiment is

very large and very expenfive, much exceeding =
any conjeéture the author had formed on the fubject. -

. . L
The three Commiffioners and Secre- '
tary - - - - = = - - - 3,900

‘Tfl‘r'ee!. Infpeftors General,  eleven

Affiftant. Infpeftors General, one
‘Ih'fp'e_&qf.of Stores, one Infpector
of Keturns, one Accountant and
Affiftant - - - - - - < - 7,903'
Two Archite&s and Surveyors, one.
Checkmg Clerk, two Affiftant ]
Surveyors, and one LawClerk - 1,’6’97
"Fotal of the Board and Oﬁicers o
London, exclufive £ Clesks  » » £ 33:497

N
Blought forward . . £13,497
’&t Ldmbm gh, two Aﬂiﬂ:ant .Archl-‘ 4 o
te&s and one Prmcxpal Clerk .- . 600
One Accomptant to bringup accompté’ ;

“inarrear - .= = = - - . 460
Six Affiftant Surveyms on .bu:ldmg
accompt T SR ..1’092

—— 2,092
"Potal-of the Board.and Officers under them . ¢ 5,589 < .
Barrack- Mafters-9- at 15s: a day,
and 146 at 10s,, 78, 6d.; and gs. " - 25,545
Twenty Afiiffant Barrack Mafters
from'tos. togs.aday - - .- - 2,007
Nine Storekeepers” from'ssito 2s/a

Day - - - =« = - - - 623 i s
o — 28,265
Total of Barrack Eftablithment, 184’ i
perfons, exclufive of Clerks, Bdr—l
lack Serjeants, and Labourers ‘ ]
(whofe:pay ‘is not includéd ere)’ \ { 43,834’

Suninar ry of the Increafe and Decreafe of Official Appazmmanf;

No. of
Offices. ) Valne.
Rcduced.-—-—’Civil Li'ﬁ, Exchequer,” = . BN
Cuftoms, Land Revenue, &c. - 416 2755748

AddedTotal of naval e&a’bhfh-"

ments,* without reference to the

pofitive favings-made in two of the

:departments, Wthh w1ll be in- o
¢cluded in another place - -~ % - 25500

Carry over

L Added 9 - - 25500 -
s

Reduced . 416, © 275,748
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No. of
o o L _Ofﬁces. (Value.
Brought over iﬁf}ed B 941’6 25,500 215748
Board of Control . .= - = .o o 4, 6,500
Committee of Privy Council for Trade © 1,000°
Barrack Department - .- .- .- 184 - 44,000 - .
- — 1]~ _ 777,000
Making in the whole of official eftab- ~
Lifhments, unconne@®ed with the
management of the Revenue, a re—

duion of ‘- - - « & & - 219 £ 198,748

It would, however, certalnly be unjuft to con-
fider this part of the fubject drily ona 'comparifon
of the _nu_rfiber‘ and value of the offices: it fhould
in fairnefs be adverted to, that a very confiderable

part of thofe abolithed were abfolute finecures,

many of them for hf‘e, and that fome of the moft

Valuable were open to gr'mts in reverﬁon* 3 fome,

as already oblerved, mlfchlevous from the nature

of . »the ‘appointments 3 and. moft’ of the remainder .
ufefuI only to the partles, and as fources of influ-
ence to the mszter : whereas  the employments'

created have Al been poﬁtwely requu'ed by the»

neceffities of the pubhc fervice, and demand con-

ftant and laborious attendange. Of (_:Qurfez thv

* One Auditorfhip ofthe Impreﬂ., the mioft valuable office of
the whole, foon became vacant; an Auditorfhip of the
Land ; Revenue, | and the King’s Remcmbxancuﬂu}(} were

: grantable n rcverﬁon,

influence
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influence derived from the latter is moft effen.-
tially different both.in its degree and inits direction.
Of the former, influence. was in many cafes the
direct obje&t ; of the latter, it is only an incidental.
and ‘unavoidable' confequence. ‘

If we were to ﬁop here, it mlght not unreafon-;_
ably be afked, whether any candid man can refufe
to. adnnt that much has been: done for keepmg‘
down the official charge upon the public, and.
towards- temperately dlmnnﬂnng the 1nﬂuence ofv
the Crown.

Mr; Pitt, however, did not confine his views to

* what might be done by official arrangements, but,

lookiilg anfxiouﬂy to reforms, wherever they could
be made, he effeGted ~many more conﬁderable'
favmgs to the pubhc than thofe we have enume-’
rated, and at the fame time facrlﬁced an influence’
as . Minifter, much more. dangerous than - any
poffeﬂ'ed by the Crown, becaufe- more fecret and.
unobferved ; the extent of it, vndeed could be
known ~only - to h1mfelf and 'to thofe 1mmeyj
dlately in his conﬁdence. We fhall ftate the mea-v
fures to whlch we: allude in thezr order, begmnmg

thh
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- with Loans anvp' LorTeriEs; which ufed -
variably to be fettled by bargaiits made between

the: Ghancellor of the Exchequer and- & certain

siumber of perfons, feleted by him: then fhewing,
the profit to the public, by putting an end to the,

pradtice of making private contracls with perfons

friterided to be: favoured; for fupplying the troops
on foreign fiations with provifionis and money, and’
fornetimes’ for' furnifhing fhips; as- already alluded
to; and clofing’ this part of the account with' the
profit’ derived from the mode irrevocably efta:
blithed refpeéting the renewals of crown leafes. In

each of which cafes the influence diminithed was
not oﬁly extenfive, but was obviouﬂy in its. nature
much more obje&lonable than any that could be.
acquned by the difpofal of offices ; as the effe®
of the former- was fecret and unoblerved, whereas

the latter-is apparent and generally known.

'\ ‘The‘fé'rméf pracice, of niaking loans, was for the’
WMinifter to fettle, with a few fele& frienlds in’ the:
c1ty, the terms on which they fhould be 'made and
then to nge thefe, lifts of more pmVate fuends,'

mtended to” be favored, w1th the fpecxﬁc fugnis

for each, Under- fuch a’ fyf’cem it cannot® be’
o doubted \.

( 27 ¥
doubted but that the conditions were, im general,
fufficiently favorable.to the cont‘ra&o‘rs,-»fandjthat,‘
it wavs'-always intended- they fhould be fo..- In-one
inftance, in: the latter end of Lor‘d: North’s- ad~-
miniftration, the Scrip was at a premium of 1ol
per cent, two days before the names. of the fubs-
feribers were fent to the Bank from the Treafury..
Of courfe, every 10,000l allotted to a kprivate‘
friend was precifely the fame thing as putting a
thoufand pounds bank note into his hand. Mr,
Pitt, {eeing all the evils of fuch a pradtice, originated”
the principle of open competition for loans, by
giving public notice in the city, through the Bank
of England, that he would receive propofals from
as many fets of gentlemen as fhould be inclined to
make them, and would accept: the loweft tenders
that thould be given in by perfons of known credlt*' '
which tenders were to be opened’ in the prefence
of the Governor and Deputy Governor of the
Bank, in order to guard agalnﬂ: any partlahty on

Sk The Governor and- ‘Deputy Governor of the Bank ‘were
always prevxouﬂy confulted as to the competency of the perfons
who fent in lifts 5-and only one inftance is recolleed of a,

loubt having been exprcﬁ'ed of the fuﬂiclency of ihofe who
deﬁred to offer :

’ -thé
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the part of the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; and
into the hands of thofe ‘two gentlemen was pre-
viotifly put a memorandum, fealed up, of the loweft
terms that would be accepted on the' part of the
public, to prevent any poflible collufion, by a com-

bination among different fets of perfons offering for

the loan.

It would be dlﬁ’icult to compute, with any de-

~gre_e of corre&nefs, the exa& {ums that have been

faved by this fyftem, firft introduced, and Readily

‘adhered to by Mr. Pitt; but, referrlng to the actual

premxums at Whlch the Ommum on the loans fold -

on the firft appearance of cach in the market,

the years ftated in the note *, it would® be a modem

: Premium. - ,

* Inx781 - 81 to 11 In 1800 - 11 to 11
1782 - .4 to03 _ 1801 - 1% to 1%
1783 - 6% to 73 180z - 3% to 3%
190 - dte 3 | 1803l o
vig4 - o} 18og - 3htog

a795 - 4 to g4d 1805 - 3% to4d
1796 - 3L to 4% 1806 - 33 to 4%
97+ - 1807 - 3 to 1f

" 1798 - 1 tox} .| . 1808 - 2% to 3%
1799 - 3% to 4.% ' 1809 - 1 o.to 1%

4 .This year the Lozm was at 2 Dxﬁ:ount from 2 to 2%,
j Far, and 131 Difcount.

rate
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‘yate eftimate ‘to put it at 3l. per cent.; and as

274,000,000l. has been borrowed fince 1793, for

the fervice of Great Britain only, exclufive of navy

and exchequer bills funded, the faving to the public
in {eventeen years may be computed at.8;2. 2o,oool

equal to 48 3,0001 a year.; .

The immediate, faving by Mr. Pitt’s,meafure Qf,
diretting the purchafes of proviﬁdns,, and of {tores

of various forts, to be made by the Commiffioners

of. Victualling, which. had under former govern-
ments been a fource from whence his predeceflors
had derived great as well as unobferved influence,

comes next under our confideration, -

The prattice had been for the Treafury‘\tpgfg‘iye
beneﬁcia,l,.contra&s_to perfons  felected _‘ﬁtom;faygr
for purchafing all articles of thofe. delcriptions,

and for remitting money to foreign ftations; from

whence the individuals derived large profits, and

the public fuftained confiderable lofs.. Mu: Pitt

therefore, -at the very commencement.of the- laft

war, put.an end to that fyftem entirely; and directed "
that all provifions for the army fhould be. procured
by the Commlﬁionels of the Vx&ualhng ;:and on:the

eﬁa-

R S
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eftablifhment of the Tranfport Board, that ftores of
‘a'll other kinds fhould be p"roﬁdéd by them._ The
‘ceconomical advantage of this arrangement was felt,

niot only in the ‘fa{/ing-of the profit which the con-
trators-who -purchafed for the public derived from

the tranfa&ions; but a mifchievous competition in

the provifion market was avoided between the Com.
miffioners for ViGualling who bought for the navy,
and the agents of the Corntrattors who bought for the
army. - In thisinftance again, it would be difficult to
ﬁx a precife fum as the faving to the public; butas
we knovrthat the amount of the fums paid for army

* provifions, &c. by the Commiffioners of Vl&uallmg

from 1794 to 1808 was- 8,477,000l., we may
venture to conjecture that the contrators would not
have derived 2 lefs profit than 5l. per cent. on that,
under the old fyftem; equal annually to £ 28,2 503

it would probably have ‘been much more, It was

not however under the Treafury only that beneficial
contralts were held ; it will be feen in the courfe
of thefe obfervations that members of the_Houfe
of Commons had contraés alfo with the Navy and
Ordnance Boards; one k'gen‘tlema;m, a merchant

'reﬁdent in London, had:a contraé’c ““for cafhng fuch

<¢ jron -ordnance as {hould be wanted.” Nothing

18
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is however taken ‘into’-this account for favmgs in
confequence of. thefe contra@ts havmg been put an

end to, as they ‘were of uncertain amount ;—
nor for the lofs avoided by the Tran{port Board -now
purchafing ftores, inﬁead of favoredz=individuals.

Here it is proper, however, we fhould: brmg to
account the actual favings made in the departments
now under the-diretion of the Tranfport Board,
to whxch we befme generally referred.——-' o

Since .the bu{mefs of the Pnfonets of War has been- .

placed under the diretion of the Commlﬁionersf B

for Txanfpoxto, fifteen. depots at home, and four

abroad, have been fuppreffed by which a dlmmu- .

tlop of annual expence has been eﬁ'e&ed of at leaft ,{; x4,ooa
The Commiffioners reduced the price of the rations

of the prifoners of war, in 1796, from 83d. to 6 3.

a day, at whlch it has continued, noththﬁar;d- :

ing the. mc;e'lfed price of provxﬁons 5 _chxeﬂy by 2
_ partial-fubftitution of falt fith for the fame quanut}q

of beef; which, for the number of pr1f0nezs before

the arrival of thofe from Walcheren, would be an-
aually* . - . -

R x6r,ooo

. Lamcdovel, ,g 175,000

* That the prifoners of war have not: fuffered in their health
by the change of the ration is evident, as they are now as
healthy ds they have ‘been at- dny time. = When this, -account.
was received in Sept 18cg, there. were conﬁned at Normana-
Crofs 6000, -of whom only feven were fick. Would to 'God.

there were only the fame proportion of Britith P”f‘)ners in.
France on the fick Iiftt




“_:ls fatxsﬁed by bllls whlch in the Amerxcan war were
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- e . Brought over . £ 175,600
In v1&uallmg pmfoners of war abroad there has been
“4 diminution of 5d: a day per riian; which “on the
prefent number would be annually: .= - - - - 23,300

Total faving, i)rifoﬁ‘ersl of war e ek £ 198,300

‘Expenditure of the Sick and Hurt -Depar!:-

ment in the years 1804 and 1805 £ 5365200
Expenditure ‘of the Tranfport BOard for

the fame fervices, with an mcredfed navy,

‘in 1807 and’ 1808 e L 505,600

In two years - = - = £ 30,600 7

Annual faving on the Sick and Hurt - - - - - 15,300
By the determination of a contraét, whlch had exifted -

more than 4o years with one family, for conveying

troops to and from Ireland, which was put an end

to by the Tranfport Board, in 1795, foon after-

its fqnhhtion,' the"re has be"e'n“>a faving of abouit’
" [132,000; equal in annualamountto .- - - 9,400

Total faving by 'improved management under the
Tranfport Board, without, as already obferved,
‘ taking any pecuniary credxt for this Board now
purchafing ﬁores R [223,000

aal

The ~he:;:t gfeat- and ~irﬁpdrtéht" head of favihg
effe&ed by Mr. Pitt wasin navy and victualling bills

and ordnance debentures.

A very large part of the exnendxture of the navy

at
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at a difcount from 1ol to 11l. and 13l. per cent. *,
thofe 'withqut' intereft at double that amount, al.
though  always paid With_in eighteen or twenty
months ; the lofs arifing from which Mr. Pitt ena
deavoured to corre& in' 1794, by obtaining. an
a&t to afcertain' the punétual payment of all fueh_
bills at. the end of fifteen months, with. intereft

from their date.  That, however, failing in its'

- effet, another a&t | was paffed in 1797, to. mfure

the biils Dbeing fatisfied, with intereft, in go days
from the date; fince which the payments have
been confidered the fame as if made in cath. Thé
parts of the naval expendlture fatxsﬁed in thlS man—

ner, in the prefent war, have amounted to’ more

~than 10,000,000l. annually, reckomng the &

count therefore, on the whole of the mtereﬂ: and
non- mtereft bills fo low as 111, per cent., the favmg

to the pubhc annually would be I Ioo,oool

CE lecounts on Navy and V 1&uallmg Bills.
' 1778 4% to 8L :
1779 7, and from Jane, 10 and I,
1780 11} to 125 the whole year.
1781 - 12 to 14, once aslowas 11.
“1782 11 to 13, once as low as 10.:
o 1783' Ig“ to 18 'onge as low as g.:
1784 15 to 21X, once as low as- 12.»; s
"1‘ 34 Geo. I cozr.’ :

5 on
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On the ordnance expenditure, the faving hes
been in a much larger proportion, becaufe all their
debentures were without jihtere&, .and the difcount.
from z24% to zoL per cent.* The part of the
ordnance ekperlditure— which ufed to be paid by
debentures, and s now-'fét,isﬁed by prompt pay-
ments, was, on the average of the laft three years,

2,491,000l.; and computing the difcount -at only
3ol. per cent., the favmg, thus effef¥ed is 499,0001
annually. - '

The Iz'iﬂ:v head of faving by management, is un-

der that of thé effates of the Crown. The a& bf |

’éhe 1{t of Queen Anhef, continued at the beginning
6f1_‘ eé.ch fucéeedin»g reign, for limiting. grants of
crown lands to 3% years, puta ftop to the attual
alienation_ of the property of the Crown ; but, in
its operatlon, had tho eHe& of meatly addmg to

the influence of it, and certainly afforded no pro-

teftion whatever to its revenues, as will be feen in

the note below 1. In reigns antecedent to that of

* See Finance Réiﬁort 3782, p. 22. +1Ann. ft 1. c. 7.
t In 15 years, to 1715, the whole income from crown

lands, mcludmg rents, fines, and grants. of all forts, was
22,6241., equal to 1,500l a-year, Journals of H. C. vol. 20.

p. 520.3 and in ¥.years, to 1746, was 15,6061, equal to 2, 228}
a—year. Journals, vol. 25. p.206.

Queen |

T ———
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Queen: Anne, ‘when grants ‘were ‘perpetual, the

perfons ‘to -whom they were mide became immen

diately,indegénd,cnt of the Crown, and not unfre- .

quently gave yery' early proofs of that indepen-
dence : whereas, by the mezifu.x.té,adopted on the
acceflion of the Queen, every 'g'rantee, ér the per-
fon  reprefenting him, became dependent on “the

minifter for-a renewal of his Ieafe, for which: appli-

cations were generally made at fuch times, and on -

fuch occaﬁons, as were thought to afford the beft

hope of their being  attended to, on terms favour-

able to his mtereﬁ

Und er thl% fyﬁem Mr Pitt, on commg mto

oﬂice, found the whole landed property of the :

-crown, and the mcome anﬁng from 1t, in every

way, very ittle e*cceedlng 4,000l a-year. He

therefore, after long enquiries, and moft attentlve |

confideration, applied a remedy in 1794, when an

-alt* was: pafled, by which it is provided that no

leafe fhall be renewed till' within a fhort period of

its expiration, nor till an actual furvey fhall have

been made by two. profeﬂional ‘men of experi-

ence and Vchara&er, who are required to certify the

34 Geo III c. 75. :
D2 true

T T T
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true wvalue of the premiles to. the Trealury, attefted
on their oaths. - Nombufe can- therefore take place,

nor any- undue:favour be fhewn, -under the pro:

vifions 'of this -law,  unlefs furveyors of eminence

“in: their line: fhall -deliberately perjure themfelves,

_ora Treafury fhall be-found bold, enough- to grant

leafes, ‘or renew’ them, ‘at a lefs. value. than ﬂmll ‘be
certified to- them, which could -not efcape imme-
‘diate dete&ion, as:there isa claufe in the adt re-
-Auiring; an- éecounp to be laid before Parliament
annually, ¢-of what leafes or.grants fhall hav’-e been
¢ made in the year pre"edinfr; for what terms ot
¢« eftates ; the annual value, as returned on oatl

< by the fulveyms ; the annual value of the la&

e precedmg fmvey ; what rents fhall have been

¢« refelved or tht fines paid ; and upon what

’;‘,‘ othel conﬁderatlonb fuch leaf es fhall have been

~ .

KL refpe&wely made.

More ftrict prov1ﬁons to gmrd 'lgfunﬂ: any evd- |

“fion of the law could h'trdly have been devifed.
Under this managernent the revenué ar 1ﬁn,g from
the eftates of the Crown has mcreafed, in‘the fif
"teen years fince the law- took effe&, from 4,251l

to 63,8621 and lel go on unprovmg tll it
3 oo S amounts
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amouits -to about, -400,000l:* . And this. aug-
mentation of revenue is accompanied ‘by. a material

deprivation of influence, as above alluded to, which.

the *minifter formerly. derived: from the _-power-

he exercifed over the property-of the SOVelOI gl

To what an extent that might be avzulable to hun, :

fome judgment: thay be formed by obferving, that
of the perfons holding Crown lCdfeS when the.at
was pafled, upwards of eighty were. menibers of one
or - the ‘other Houfe of Pmlmment 3 and 1t 1s hndly
neceﬂ”ay to add that; in the' mf(,s of other leflees,
the ‘parties, who might have the mcms ofl omo

fo,-would naturally refort to fohutmom of friends

for obtaining the minifter’s favor ~The proﬁt )
from this arr"mgement is alre'ldy as ﬁmted above,

'1nan] 59,6; il

- There remains {till' one other' head of expence
and inﬂuence,“ that has been reftrained within the
peuod on Whlch we hwe been obfclvmg ‘ W“e al
lude to the Home Sec1eL Se1v1ce, lnmt d,poivﬂto:

e See Repoxt of the Sur‘cyox Genexal of Clown L'mds,

d1t0(1 the 1t of Dec "9, Puntcd col)v in t‘le Houfe of
Loxd%, P 20. o

LY L
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- 10,000l a-yeur, which was ‘before” unlnmtcd*'E :
but as the ‘iffues on that head were ﬂu&uatmg
“and uncertain, though fometimes to ‘a very large
dmount, no credit is taken for them in the follow-
1ng general eihmate :

; Reczgpitulation of Savings.

. X ) : R No, of Annual

On 2 compare of the increafe and de- Offices. Value,
creafe of official appointmcnts ¥ - 219 £ 198,000

On Loans .- - - - - - 483,000

On ‘purchafes made by the Commif- o o
_ fioner$ for Vi€tualling, infiead of by = = c

favoured Contraltors - - < - - ’ 28,000
From meafures adopted by the Com- ) - o

miffioners for Tranfports - - - - © 223,000
I'rom difcount on Navy and Vx&ual- L s

ling Bills being difcontinued - - B Y,100,000
Do. on Ordnance Debentures » -« ’ 499,000

—

Carried forward £ 2,531,000

- % By the 22 Geo. I11. c. 82. B

4 It fhould here be noticed again, that. the favings to ani'a
from the regulation of two of the Tellerﬂups, and the aboli-
tion of the two Chamberlamﬂnps, and Tally-writerfhip in' the
Exchequer,. the Auditorfhips of the Land Revenue, and- the
profits arifing from fuch of the patent offices in the Cuftoms
ds have not fallen m, will not be effeGtual till the deaths
of the holders ; but the Aés having pafled for the feveral
mcafures, the purpofes cannot be defeated.

Brought

{39 )
No. of Annual
‘Offices. . Value,

Brought forward 219 [ 2,531;0@0

By improvement of the revenue ari-

fing from the landed eﬂ;ates of the

Crown - - « "= o W o 1. DR ’3'9;006
Limitation of Home Secret Service '

—e

Money - -« - - -+ - . o .
, £ 2,500,000

—_—

Thefe meafures of ceconomy, and for g:_orrec’l'ihg
abufes, were followed up'.'by‘ other laws, in the ad-

miniftration of Lord Grenville, for ‘,‘én;;ﬁiring the

payment of the public revenue, in various branches, .

regularly into the exchequer, and guarding agaihft
abufes in the expénditure of it #; and for abolith-
ing fome offices in’ the cuftoms, and regulatmg
othels, in Ireland, on a fimilar plan with the one
adopted in England + ; alfo for an examination lnto
abufes in offices in Ireland t:

The cOurfe,‘we propbfed to purfue, leads us

next to confider the ftate of the influence of the

Crown, as derived from the number of perfons in

the Houfe of (‘ommons holding employments dur-
ing pleafure now, and who held fuch af fome former
periods. By the- le Lift A& in 1782, the under-

- entioned off ces were abohﬂxed , many of the pof.

*46GIII c45 75.96. So 82. 150 S
T47 G115 2. © 147G IIL c. 41,
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fgflors of -which were 'ufdally ‘in parliament ; and
when the meafure was adopted,  the numbers
,fpllowing were aé.,’_tually‘ iq one or >the “other

houfe ; viz.

Houfe of Houfe of
Lords. Commons.
Board of Trade - - - 1 5
Paymafter of Penfions - - - B
"-Lords of Police, Scetland 4 1
Jewel Office - e - s 1 Ty
‘Great Wardrobe - = - 1 I
Treafurer of the Chamber 2
Cofferer of the Houfehold . 2
- Clerks of the Greeii Cloth - .6
“Board of Works = - - 3.
.. Mafter of the Harriers - - 1 o
h Mafter of the I‘ox Hounds 1
A = ‘

To thefe fhould be added eleven” members' of-
the Houfe of Commons who held beneficial .-
contra@s under the Treafury ¥, and four un-
“der thé Ordnance and Navy Boards; fome:
\mt_h-thg three Boardg =~ = = - - = - 13

—

‘ 37
There are, therefore; nine - peers, and- thirty-
feven members of the Houfe of Commions; 1 '» nde'r
‘direét influence, :lefs than there were. in 1783, if

’confequence of Ieglﬂatlve provifions. - If the adml-

1

% Taken from lifts prefented to the Houfe of Commons in |

Apnl 1782 ; and- preferved among the papers of that feffion.
‘ piftration

St i Ui b B oy S

’
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‘mﬂ:ranon ‘had -been- difpefed to counteralt thefe

meafures of the 1eglﬂature, fome perfons, Whofe

offices were not abolithed,. mxght poﬂibly have ob-

‘tained feats in the Houfe of Commons, “to’coun-

tervail a part of the feven and thirty who were dif-
qualified. It will be feen, howevef that fo fwr

from any { fuch attempt ‘having been made, therc are ,

much more than 22 members fewer now in the
Houfe of Commons, holdmg employments dm’
ing Pleafure, than in any perlod that can be tr'tced
the means for domg whlch Wlll however, emble us
to go back only 70 years. Of the contraors, &c.
there are no means of making comparifons,-; _

There are at prefent members of the Houfe N
Commons, holding places of profit during plea--

fure, in Great Britain#*, - - - - - - 49-, .

In I 1 ; oo S
1739 there were _ N 72

."1748 . »_,- T e o - '-‘65-.‘\

L e L T Y & 2

#In the ‘Supplement to the Third Report of the Coms
mittee of Finance, made at the clofe of the laft feflion of par-
liament, . the number ftated is 41 ; -but we' deduct Captain

Hope, who is not in office ; Mr. Johnflone’s was not,an office

of [profit ; ‘Mr. Welleﬂey Pole.is reckoned  twice.; Sir John
Nichol no longer holds an office during pleafure,' and
we add Mr. Jenkmfon, and Mr Calvert, not holding 1mme-
dlately tindef the Crown;, and: Mr. Johnes, as hls ofﬁce is not
for life. -

e

R T e X

7 o In

A % /7&&” /l»z,d/ 41/‘/72,@ (/7

C//) [, //1:(/’c'rt z',*- & ﬂlh/

-

,mt'z ot S

/ -~ 4 ,«;‘K /);, P 2
.

R A



. RSN
’a:‘;x o

In 1’_756 there were - - - S .
16z - - -m - - T -9
X769 - - = - - - - - - - - - - By
T
I8 = = - - e - - - - - - -GS

‘ If therefme, 15 contraétms, the number ﬂcated
to parhament in 1781, are added to the fmalleft
’number of perfons holdmg employments betweon
1739 ‘and 1782, it ‘will be feen that the perfons
now m oﬁicc,»m the Houfe of Commons, are
exa&ly equal to the half of the loweﬁ number, at

any time within that pCl‘lOd

Thofe; however, wh_e con.lplain‘ of a ‘pl_"evailing
influence in the Houfe of Commons, do not con-
fine their objections to civil enlpioyments, but re-
fort to the great numbels of naval and military
ofﬁcers, who, from the great increafe of the navy

and army; have feats in that houfe. ~Let us, there-

- fore, make a fimilar examination refpeéhng mem-

‘ bu‘s in that clafs.

Jn the

There are now Members, not holdmg Army. Navy. Total.

civii employments - - - - - 44 19 63
.Inj1748*_f'- e TR A+ 58

. * In 1739, the officers- who were members are not notxced
in the Court Kalendar. - :
) . R Il_l .

SOPAEAN GET S TR D FRC AP

- Inthe - o,
© O Ammy.. N"svy Tot'tl.
Iiggsy (= e =i - e e 4L 147 55
1756 e = = = omae s e = 3] 16 '53:_;
g6z e e - - - - W . & 42 20 6z

1769 = = = = = = e = el 450 T90 64
B R TS £ SR R
1Br e - - =T e - aTe0 34 T4 48
Thefe comparifons are-made to meet the com-
p‘laint referred to; but if _thef'par'liaxﬁentary cons
dué of the gehtlemén'in'thei"e'twb highly honour-
able profeffions is adverted to, there will be no.rea-
fon to think they are more under an' undue influ-

ence than membezs of other defcrlptlons. “To what

- extent mﬂuence is derived from the dxfpofal of

commxﬂions, m e1ther ferv1ce, frorn the Iarge efta—

blithments of both, to perfons not in’ ‘parliament,
the author has not much better means of ]udgmg
than the pubhc at Iarge, who fee the appomtments
in the dally papers ; as he-has good reafon for be-

‘ hevmg that Mr. Pitt interfered very httle with the
patronage of the Commander in Chief, or the Ad-

miralty,

In times not very remote, indulgence was fhewn

to perfons.in lucrative employments, holding large

- fums of - pubhc money in thev' hands, in fome m-.
o ﬂances‘

e
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ftances for many years after they retired from
them, from whence they derived immenfe proﬁt
at'a conﬁderable rifk, as well as certain Iofs to the
public ; Wthh practice was checked by Lord Shel-
burn and Mr. Pitt, and finally put an’erid to by a

Iaw *, introduced by the p1efent Speaker of the

Houfe -of - Commons, whofe ufefut:.exel\tlons as
chairman of the Comimittee of Finance in 17975
have very greatly contiibiited . to important_ “and

ufeful : rregulationéa r,

A further proteéhon agamft abufes is anrded
hy the ﬁmphﬁcatlon and pub11c1ty of accounts, ﬁrf’t
afforded to the public by Mr. Pltt.’ Wha,t mal-
praéhces were fcreened by the lntrlcacy and fecrecy

.of them formerly cannot now be known but that

~ the’ fyﬁem was hlghly obje&lonable, cannot be

doubted “One mﬁance of’ concealment, and ano-
‘1her of confuﬁon, will ferve to fhew the coxre&-
nefs of th1s aﬁ'ernon. B o

N

Dpon the application to parhament in1 769 to pay
the Civil Llﬂ; debt of more than half a mllhon, a pro-

(SR

: *4 39 &440. Geo. IIL c‘.“5’4', for iuforcin'g the ‘paytient of

_ balances by Public. Accountants, ; and. compellmg them to pay-

mtere{t for money in their hands in the mean time, ~

pofal

i
3
i

!
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pofal was made to defer the’ confideration of His
Majefty’s meflage till an’ enquiry thould take place

refpecting the caufe of the debt; which was negéti\;ed
without a divifion, as highly unreafonable. A mo-

tion. recommending. retrenchments met with ‘the
fame fate’; ancther then was humbly fubmitted,

merely for: anaccount of the penfions and increafed

falaries  from the commencement of the prefent
reign ; which was thought fo perfedly reafonable,
that a d1v1ﬁon was hazarded upon it ; but it  failed

alfo, M1. Fox, one of the Tellers for the ma-

jority #: - fo- little - difpofition was there at that :

time to gratlfy fuch cuuoﬁty e

The in{’canc_e alluded to of confuﬁon in accounts is

fo late as in 1782. The Committee of the Houfe of

C ommons, then a‘:xpomted to examine the: accounts
of the revenue and expenditure duri ing the American

war, ftated that they thought it right to call for:

* Commons Joumale, vol. 32. p. 265. 465.'856. 866 Colo-

el Barré, in one of thefe debates, faid, « When 1 was Vice
- % treafurer of Ireland with Lord ‘Clare, we ‘always paid the

¢ money firft, and then examined if we ‘owed it.”” - Decbatés
1769 p. 120.

an
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3n?'?1¢¢0unt of the nettproduce of -all the taxes, from
- X774:t0-1782, that'a judgment -might be formed
whet-her_, among’ other caufes of: diminution, the
old taxes’ might have been ,aﬂ'e&éd..hy_ thofe im.
pofed ‘within. the period ; which- they printed in
their Appendix,- ¢ imagining it'might be‘fatiéf&&dry
¢ to. the Houfe;” from which account ‘no man
~living. could. form the remhteﬂ: ‘judgment on- the
,fubje&, without taking indefatigable - pains, and
‘then r;ot:W_ithbut official affiftance for the purpofe
ftated ; as different heads of one revenue were fo
blended with .thofe of others, 'as to render it diffi-
cult to dxﬁmguxfh to-which - each. head belonged

But, what is ftill more remarkable, the amount of

all the dutles in the feveral years was not fummed

‘up, fo. as'even to fhew what ‘the produce of the

whole revenue was in any one.year: - If that ﬁmple :

operation had been performed, it would have been

difcovered that at ‘the clofe of- fhat war, thei in-.

come of the country was only 1,7 5 b,oool. a~year
hlgher than .at-its commencement, although the
addition to the chalge upon it Was 4,864,000L.,,

on which th° committee did not.make the {lighteft

obierva-

a7 )

obfervation *. - The only remaining fource of in-

fluence, except penfions and finecure places, which

will be feparately noticed, is the Church ; that

cannot have increafed, and -has neéver been con-

fiderable : ‘as far as refpeéts the dignitaries, it is
public, and generally known ; the livings in the

gift of “the firlt Lord of the 'Treafu’r'y‘.'aregfew;

thofe in the difpofal of the Great Séal are much

more numerous ; but; as far as is confiftent with -
the Iinowledge of the.author, the Treafury derives
very little aid from the patronage of the Iatter.
This limited fource of influence is the only one now
remaining on which every perfon is not as'well in-
formed as the Mmd’cer. , Lo

There have, indeed, been hints thrown' out of

-other means of influence and favour, by quartering

* We may, perhaps, be told, that Mr. Pitt was a mem-
ber of this committee § but when it is recolle@ed that.
Mr. Thomas Pitt (afterwards Lord Camelford), ‘Colonel

‘Barré, . Mr. Hiifley, the prefent member for Salifbury, Mr.
‘Baker, ‘the late member for Hertfordfhire; Lord Minto, and

the late ‘Mr. Powis, all members of experience, and men of
abilities; weve alfo . upon it, and that Mr. Pitt. was then en-
tering ardently into the labours of the profeflion he had chofen,
no imputation will attach on his memory for negleét or care-

leffnefs.

%
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-upon offices’; to ‘which the author o‘ppof‘es' the moft
pofitive and: unquahﬁed aflertion, that, as far as
was confiftent with his knowledge and belief; there
‘was not, during the whole of Mr. Pitt’s admini-
tration, :f1'0n1'?1'78'3 to 18or, one employme'nt Cdif-
~pofed of which the individual on whom it was be-
' ftowed did not enjoy “every thilling of - the ‘profits,
-as far as was known when the office was given, with

the exception of a few cales, where perfons in poflef-

fion of laborious offices were a&ually difabled by age,

or pérmanent infirmities *:. -In fuc/J anly the officers

‘retiring were allowed ‘to retain, a part of the in-

comes.for the remainder of their lives, by au,thorlty
pubhcly given. Circumftances-have, indeed, fince

occurred, which brought to his knowledge two or

-three 1nﬂance3 where the rule laid down by Mr. Pitt
“had been broken, ‘and his caution- defeated. Thofe

were; however; fuch as no; pofiible care could have

provided againft at the-time: -Thete can, however,

K

TEE A e

- % Inone inftance of a vacancy by death in the 'VVeﬁ Indies,

an officer w ‘o loft his employment by the peace in 1783 was ap-

: pomted -to’ one mﬁmtely more valuable, on condition - of pay-

ing annuitiés to. othex loyalxﬁs, in order to: relieve the Penfion

- Lift; but this, as in the othel cafes “was! an’ arrangement

: ofﬁcmlly made

be
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be no danger of fuch a practice in any inftance in
future, under the ftrict prov1ﬁons of the a&* of

laft feflion, for the further preventlon of the fale

and brokerage of offices.

However fatisfaftory - the refult of this inveltiga.

tion of the meafures .adopted ‘for ufeful and ceco-

homical purpofes may be to thofe, who have fhewn
2 readmefs to admit th'tt the leglﬂature and govez‘n«

ment have not been remxfs m theu condu& in th’l.(:

refpeé‘c if we were to clofe our: enquiries here, the :

moﬁ candid might perfevere . in faying that, glvmg

the fulleft credit both to parliament and minifters

for the beft intentions towards the public interefts,
{till the immenfe augmentétions to the revenue
fince 1793 muft have rendered the appointment
of an over whe]mmtr number of new: offices indif~

penfably neceflary. for. the management and col-

letion of it.  We are therefore induced to bring

this part of the {ubjett alfo under an accurate ex-
ammatlon o '

————— < -

* 49 Geo. I_II; c. 126.
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- Amount of No of .
" Revenue. Officers.

l‘hc L.\:afe is to the lmge{’t amount &
“The nett produce of that Revenue.
a1d into the Exchequerin 1808, and
the number of officers employed in it '
of all deferiptions, eéxclufive of 184
common fe.amen and boatmen, were [ 22,784,000 5,043
Inrg83 - - -1 - 75 - - - 5,322,000 4,983

Increafe withhuthe period ol - - £ 17,462,000  6a

T'his, howevef does not fhew a fair com-'

'panfon, bec*me the above number of |

" 5;043 ofﬁcels, now employcd in the
Excife, - includes 325" who were ap-

_poirited for’ the management of the.
tobacco duties, when placed par-

: tlally under the Excife, in 1789 The
increafe on thofe duties much more
than f'ttlsﬁed the chm ge of the officers?, "
falaries *. T'he corre& way of ﬁ;‘ltmg
this head would be, — Addition to the - -
Excife: revenue within the period, and

number of officers . - - - - - - 17,462,000 = - 6&
Improvement of Excife reveriue, by the »
.. addition of; tobacco duties, and num-

: : . Caried forward 17,4.62-,000 60

* Nett produce of ‘the dutles on tobacco pzud
into the Exchequer, on the average of three

- years, 1790 to1792 - - - - - - £ 566,300
- Do in the three years, to 1788 R 392,300
Pr oht to the revenue’ 144,000

——s s oot

Thc duties were p'lrtlally tr ansfcn ed to-the Iixeife in 1789.

q
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Amount of No.of ;
Revenue. Officers. kj
Brought forward £ 17,462,000 " 6o '1
ber of officers @ppointed for the ma- - 1
nagement of thefe - - - - . - 174,000 32§ i
Which would leave, on the whole of the ]\
period, having regard to the new taxes ‘i
‘only, an increqfe of revenue, and a di- |
minution of officers, - - - - - - 17,288,000 265 _ i
The duties under the management of zbe . ;
Commiffioners for Tuaxes are next in .
amount. ‘The amount in the year' - 3
1809, and the number of officers of the ‘ (
public employed in the colle&lon, : i!
were - - - - - < - - - - 16,747,000 438 o
Inx783 - - « - -~ - o - o . 516,000 - 263 I
Leaving, in the whole, an increafe of ‘
revenue and officers, of - - - 16,231,000 -. 17§ B
Iu the Cufloms, the nett produce paid into i
the Exchequer in 1808, and number :
of officers, were - - . - - _ _ 8,797,000 4,317
Iaz8y - - - e so S oo 3375000 3450
Leavmg, in the whole, an 1nc1eafe of A 5:422,000 857 .
In the Smmp.r, the revenue pald nett into
the- Exchequer, and number of officers
In 1808 were - == - = = - - 45125000 = 358 i
Andiin 1,783 = - - = - = - - - - m€000 215
,,Iféajiilg‘, in the whole, an increafe of £~ 3,786,000 143
CCUEZ I 5
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In the Pofl-office, the revenue paid nett

(529 .

Awmount of No. of
Revenue. Officers.

into the Exchequer, and the number

of officers in 1808, e}(clu'ﬂve of letter-

larriers - -+ - - - - - = - - [ 1,076,000 339
Do.in 1783 - - - - - < - - - 148,000 155

Leaving an increafe of £ ¢28,c00 184

Total Increafe of Revenue and Officers.

Fxcife - - R A 17,4‘62,000 6o

Taxes - -~ - - - =~ - = -~ *16,231,000 17§
Cuftoms - - = = =i i~ < 5= = 5,422,000 807

Stamps - = - = = s == o= s * 3,786,000 143

Po{t-ofﬁce B 928,000 184

L 43,829,000 1,429 |

Dedu& the whole'Salt eﬁ"tbhﬂmlent - - 495

934

Thefe are the great branches 'of the public re-
ﬂvenue; to the fmaller ones: o *addition has been
made at all wo1thy 01 notice, either as to mcreafe
in the amount, or to the number of officers em-
\-ployed in the colle€tion of -them. -

The refult of - ‘diis 'caréft’llls ‘andliaf'téntive in-
vefhgatlon appears to ‘be, on the’ moft unfavor-

able way. of ‘making the. comparlfon, that  addi-

x Thefe charges of colle&ions include poundage as well as

falaries ; by far the greateft part of the former is paid to perfons

not holdmg offices -under governnient. .
- - tional

{
5
H
i
i
‘
i
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tional taxes, to.the amount of very near 44,(‘00 ovol.

are colle€ted byan addition of 93 4 officers, almoft the

whole-of whom are in the inferior clafles ; and that,
while the revenue has been augmented m a fixfold
proportion, the officers employed in the management
and colletion of it have been mbreafad only oile-
tenth i in number. But if the cufloms are Wlth-
drawn from the account, as they thould be in form-
ing-a comparifon of this fort, becaufe a very large

proportion of the officers in that departmént have

been added to afford accommodation to the trade

of the country, rendered indifpenfably neceffary .'by :

the immenfe increafe of it*, the' comparifon
would then ftand thus:’
' . Awmount of - No-of-

Increafe, exclufive of Cultoms, within Revenue.  Officers.

the period ‘f - 'r A 38,40/,000 C67
It ﬂlould b'= obfei ved alfo that in the depal t'nent
of the Aflefled Taxes, the addmonal officers have

been appomted as Well for the i xmprovement of the

old dutfes, as fm the colleftion of the new.

hltheuo we have conﬁdered the eﬂ'c& of the new

taxes with refel ence only to- zqﬂuence B let us now

* The exports of Bxiti{h manufa&ures, in the firft three

-quarters of 1809, are more than twice the value of thofe of the

whole year m 1793, the firft year of the laft war.
- E 3 : examine
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examine how far @conomy has been had in view ip

the colle&tion and management of them.

Excife - - - < - < a2 = £ 237,212
decs ; falaries of oﬂicels 41,790l 381,582

- Deo. Pounddge - - - 339 7921 ) '
Cu{’coms - - - - RIm423
Stnnps s falaries of ofﬁcels 16,7921 .

Do. Poundage - - - 34,746l % 5&533
Pott-office - - - , - - - . 130, 663

‘ o | g 878418

An additional revenue, therefore, of 44,000,000l

is. ‘colle&ted for rather lefs than 2 per cent., ac-

cording to the {tatement above'; but this would be

a moft unfair view of the fubje, as a great part of
this expence would have been mdlfpenfably necels
fary for the protection of the old revenue, "The
increafe in the exc1fe is ne'u'ly 'dtogether for the
augmentatlon of the falaries of the officers on the
e{’fabhfhment to enable them to exxﬁ: before the
mew taxes were 1mpofec_1, ‘"The expence for to-
bacco oﬂicers;, as' has been {tated, héé been much,
more than relmburfed by the1 Improvement. of the
’revenue. A confiderable part of the 1ncLeafcd

Chavrgé':ill_/, the Cuftoms has arifen from fularles.

%" A confiderable part of this fum arifes from al'.lgm'enteitions‘

0 fahues, in liew of fees abolifhed, to fecme a 1*ettcr manage-’

ment of the revenve.

hz_t_ving.

{55 )
having been. eft_abliﬂle‘d-‘fbr the officers; in lieu of
fees, as obferved in the note the pgeceding
page, by which the revenue has, beyond il doubt,
profited to a much larger amount than the expence
incurred : and xt may be ﬁated Wlth perfe& cc1-
mmty that the addltlondl chdlge in the depalb

ment of A{Teffed laxes has beLn much mole Lhan

compcnfated by the mcreafc oi thp revenue from

the exertions of the new ochers. .

‘The charge of - manﬂgmrr the ’Whole revenue .of
the kingdom appears now aniually in tile accounts
laid before p;\rhament, an ‘attention’ to-,\xrhm_l Wlil
convinee any one ‘who has confidered the-fubje&
extenfively, that there is not a country-in Europe
where thé taxes are colle@ed at fo moderate an
expence as in this * : it -may indeed be queftioned

whethey

% Tor the, ceconomical- managcmcut of Lhe revenue of Gleat
Lut'un, comp1red with that of other countrics, fec the Fourth

Report of the Committee of Finance in 1797, pwgc 36 The

fidelity of accompti‘ng for the public revenue is not lefs remark-
able, than the gpéoildmical mode of collecting it. Ina pamphlet
publithed by the author in 1792, he had the gratification. of
ftating, that during many years p.evmuﬂy to that time, the only
defalcation, that h'ld happened iji the receipt and remittance of
all the revenues of the country, wasa, féew hundred pounds lo{’c
by letter-carriers ; and in the period which has elapfed fince

E4 that
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whether there is any perfon poflefling very extenfive

property whofe receipts are: managed: with fuch

eeconomy-as the public income of Great Britain.

\

Thefe {tatements will be found mtelhgtble, it is
hoped even to perfons who are the Ieaﬁ converfant
with fubje&s of thlb kmd, and they are made .in
fuch a manner as to aﬂJord the eaueﬂ means of de-

teCtion, if any umntentmnal error “fhall h'wn efcaped

the diligence of the author. “If their accuracy thall .

ftand the telt of the clofeﬁ: fuutlny ought any
one, in future, to mdt.lge hxmfelf f01 the fake
of popularity, or from ' any ‘OthEI motlve, in makmg
declamatlons, either in or out“'df \parhament, ‘about
the increafed and’ mcreaﬁng 1nﬂucnce, of which we

have frequently he"nd fo much "o late‘f, and the
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that publication, the {ame obfervatlon may be- 1epeated, with
‘one exception only of-any importance, in, the cale of a colleétor
of excife; a great palt Qf whofe, balance 1owever has beep

‘ recoversd, and the whole may be. ln .any, event, the fum in

danger appears to be under £10,000. ,

+ Nearly the greateft number of civil employments, held by
members of parliament duving pleafure, appears to have been
in 1769, when Mr. Dunning was Solicitor-General, during the
adminiftration of His Grace the Duke of Grafton ; to which no
obje‘hovl then occurred to that gentleman; or his friends : but,

tired with'a Iong oppofition, at the erd of an unfuccefsful waz,

-3 ’ _ . ‘ (which,
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jmmenfe charge to  the public, with -the attendant -

accumulations of patronage to the minifter by the

‘management of new taxes ? Leaft of all fhould any

one declaim on the imperceptible influence, which

has been fometimes much dwelt on. While the"

pradtice of makiﬁg cltife loans was in ufe, which af-

forded opportumtles of granfymg long lifts of prx-

“vate frlends Iecretly 5, and beneﬁclal contraéts were

made Wlth members of parhament or their friends,
from favor onlv, to. a great amount ; and fo long,
too, as 1eafes of the Ianded property of the Crown
were renewed from txrne to time, on terms of great

advantage to the leﬂ’ees, and of lofs to the Cr own ; ;

while accountants or thexr reprefentatives were per-

mitted to retaln, w1th tmpumty, large ‘balances of

- the pu__b_hc money in their hands for their own

emolument ; and while home fecret fervice money

~

(which in the beginning had been popular) he moved, ¢ that

£ the mﬂuence of the Crown had increafed, was increafing, and

“ ought to be diminifhed.”” TIn which motion he prevailed, al-
though the members holdmg offices during pleafure’ in the.

Houfe of Commons were confiderably - fewer at that time than

when he was one of His Majefty’s law—fervants Several reforms’

in officc ‘were made in confequence - of that’ vote ; but the

means of imperceptible and corrupt mﬁuence were untouched
p]l done aw ay b) Mr. Pitt.
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1 was -unlimited, there certainly was an influence | In the Appendix to the Third Report of the x
hardly at all perceptible, except to the minifter be. lalt feffion, already referred to, it will be feen .

. , - ' 0 e Cifters are -~ L 26.00¢ §

ftowing thofe favors, or countenancing thofe abufes, that the pentions to foreign minifters are £ 30,000 :

; . PR L Thofe at the Exchequer - - - - - - - 63,000 '

and to the parties who profited by them. None of & Dut of the 41 per cent.duty - - - - - - 28,300 i

thofe, however, contmue to exift; and, with the Total of Englifh penfions = = = - S % xzt,goc;

‘exception of Crown livings; every man who looks o Penﬁons, Scotch Civil Lit - - - = - - '35.600 -

into the Court Kalendar will be nea arly as well iu- i ‘ T S 156,900

i in England {, which will remain after R

formed. of what the mxm{‘cel has to difpofe of as o Sinecures i England £, % ‘ : .

) ’ PS R the redultions fhall take effeét, which have i

‘ ».thofe moft immediatel y in his: coaﬁdcnu. - What o been already made by law; and the fuppref-
The does difpofe of is conf’mnﬂy puuhfhcd in the ion of an office in the Admiralty court, after o o

the determination of exifting interefls, of - . :

_p'lpeis of the d’l} - ~,:‘ . Lo : = ; which notice has been given - - - - - . 43,000 d
S i Smecme emplo yments in foreign fcttlements - 17,300 f,

i ‘ : . ' Do. mScothnd—a T T ) I

Among other advantages. derived from the la- ‘ 5 ’O_(f_ |

£ 242,200

8 bours of the Committees’ of Finance, the public is ~ o o - T i

accurately; informed  of: the burthens upon it, and . L , . -
Comparifons have frequently been made between

how every partof its income is dlfpofcd of. = IHence : . . . ,
the Prefen_t and former times, in vague and general

we are enabled to ftate, with plcaﬁon, thc dmloe . ‘ L ;
terms, in fupport of popular complaints, to fhew

incurred by pmﬁons and finccure employmcnts,

the. neceflity of a fweeping reform; a reference

and’ to compare “that with the whole Q{ the reye- o ] e )
therefore to an early period may be ufeful, admit-

nue, whlch it appe’us to ‘be ‘defirable fhould be

. ‘done, as many well-intentioned pe1 fons hwc, t"dxen an o -
B ‘ o -
unpreﬂion? that if all tho fe were put an end to, thC Fxcluﬁve of paxhamentary gx ants, as 1ewards for nubhc
' fervices of the moft eminent nature. :
'Publlc mlght be l'elleved f‘lom- a Conﬁdel'dbk pro= 1 Exclufive of thofe in the courts of law, mth wluch the

C . . g miniffer has nothmg to do ; and, if abolifhed, compenfdtlons mufk

portlon of its bu,rthens. ]
_ be made for them to the Chief Juﬁlces, or to thofe who have :
r ) I .

! : - In the pauomge , , :
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( 6o )
ting, as we do diftin&ly, that prefeription is no
title for the continuance of fébufe; and allowing,
to the utmoft extent, the'ekpediency of conftan
checks, as well as of occafional enquiry, both as
to pliblic expenditure and its fuppofed neceffary

concomitants, the increafing patronage and increaf-

- ing influence of the Crown,

Nothing can be more remote from the ihtention
of the prefent pubhgatxon, than a wifh to dif-
courage enquiry, or to plcvent the fu gegeftion of
falutary checks: the real object of it is to lead
others to examine the ground on which” the -
ceflity of édopting ftronger meafures of reftraint
as well as of inveftigation, at;t'he_‘_“ipjre'fént' period,
has been repeatedly urged, frequently with the
beft intentions, and with the pureft miotives. In
endeévouring to fet right the publi¢ opinjon on- this
fubjyé’c the performance of an aé’t of Juﬂlce to the
membeis of any admvmﬂrahon, is” But ‘a fmall
part of its ufe; a much more important con-

fideration is, its effe& in producmg that falutary

'and reafonable conﬁdence whmh glves the powol

of exertion - to the government and that “con.
' ' currence

( 6t )

currence which feconds its exertions among ‘the

people. This is- ftated, with fome. exper! ‘ence -

of the unpopularity and rxdlcule that has been fo.
often attempted to'be fixed on the word Confidence,
applicable only to that which. is unthinking anéL
blind. Stripped’ of its partial covering, confidence in

~ thofe who muft ‘a&t for the nation, in its prefent.

legitimate {enfe, is that principle which gives 'er_lergy‘
and vigour to ngt.i,cgnalﬁe‘nterprize, and ftrength and

fecurity to, national defence. -

" The amount of finecure employments ‘cannot be

compared . with former periods, as there ‘are’ no.

meéans for enablinig that to be’ done ; but we fhall

find ‘the,_amgunt of penﬁo‘ns occafionally in' th'e-

Journals, In’ tbo Jaft year. of Queen:Anne, xt‘

was * '130, oool nett in England, only,"as the 1s:

and 6d. taxes d1d not then exift; at Whlch time .

the value of money was in the ‘proportion of 2 57

to 562 at thls da), T..

* Commons Journals, vol. xviii. peBa. i
+ See Phllofoplncal Tranfa&tions, vol. 88. p. 176 a paper
prepared with great care and accuracy, by.the late, Slr George
°}'acl~.burgh
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( 6z )
To what extent, or in what manner, it may be

proper to prefs further retrenchments, the author

"has not the remoteft 'intention of offering an

opinion :* his view has been. clearly explained;
and’ he trufts the ftatements will- bring to the

recolletion of his readers what has been done

'for the attainment of objeéts of high importance,

and of deep intereft to the public, by fhewing
the prefent ftate of patronage and influence, com-
pared with what it wés_ in', antecedent periods,
which have been fpoken of as ¢ good times ;’> about
which he-is perfuaded much mifconception prevails
at this day, even amohg reafonable and candid men.
By {ome, indeed, it has been faid, with a manifeft
intention of inflaming the public mind, that if fine-
cures and penfions wei'e' entirely fupprefled, the
burthens of the country would be mf’cantly hghtencd

fo a great amount, if not entirely removed : an

infwer to which inflammatory fuggeftion may be,

found by a comparifori of the before-mentioned
total, large as it is, with the amount of the taxes

ralfed upon the people. ;

The whole revenue of Great Butam xs more

than 60,ooo,oool a-year ; the charge on Whlch
' of

( 6 )

of 242,000l., ror penﬁons and finecure employments

!

at home and abroad, is between ' thiee farthm“gSQ
and one penny’in the pound. ' By the extin&ion,
therefore, of all finecures. and penfions, a pérféﬁ-
paying taxes to the amount - of sol.-a-year 'would

fave about 4s. .Such a faving we are far from

thmkmg {hould be treated as trlﬂlng or mﬁgnm-

cant; it would 1II become the author to do 6 ¢
tlie other hand how 1nﬁn1tely fhiort would' this fall
of the e\peé‘tatwn that has been held out? ?

‘But -if from-‘th’e total fum received from fine<
cure” places and penﬁons, deduions were made
of fuch as have: béen glven as rewards for pubhc

fer v1ces the amount. would be very greatly reduced

penﬁons to fo1e1gn minifters, in partlcul'!r w boﬂ_'

appointments-are - hardly, in any mﬁ’mce, ;uﬂxaeat"

for their nnmtumnce

* The penﬁon lift alfo contains provifion for the

branches of noble and refpetable families fallen into
decay ; thisis however an exer tion of natlonal gene—’

roﬁty, if not of Ju{hce, which the moft fcrupulous

ceconomift will har dly- conﬁder as impr oper. “Some-

th‘ng muft- certnnly be allowed - for mere favor" ‘

5 - but _'
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( 64 )
but when the inftances are clearly improper (and it
is not meant to contend there are no fuch), they are
at leaft open to public animadverfion; as they are now

regularly laid before parliament, and printed from

time to time, which certainly affords a confiderable,

if not an effetual, check againft abufe.

If we look to official incomes; it will be found

they are, in moft cafes, barely equél» to the mode-

rate, and even the neceflary expences of thé par-
ties; in ﬁmny inftances they are d@tually infuffi-
cient for thefe: May ‘We, not then venture to afk,
whether it is reafonable, or whether it would be po-
litic, that fuch perfons fhoﬁld, after fpending a great
part of their lives with induftry, zeal and fidelity,
in the difcharge of trufts’and public -ddties-, be left

afterwards without reward of any fort, and their

families entirely without proviﬁon? :

It would hardly'~bé wife, on' refletion; to

eftablith a p1‘inciple' ‘which would have a ten-

dency at leaft to éx.clude from the fervice of their

- country Men likely to be ufeful to it. Great num-
“bers of thofe whe engage in trade and ‘manufac-

ture (than, whom none are held in higher eftimation
. : i h ' - by

)

( 65 )

by the authér) or who enter into various profef- -
fions, frequently. acquire _?gzry large fortunes, and:
feldom, if they have talents and perfeverance, fail
to obtainvindepéndence. . What‘faimefs, juftice, or -
reafon is there then'in marking the chara@er of the -
official . man. alpnefwith‘difrefpg&, and himfelf as
unfit to have. reward in-any cafe, beyond an annual’,
ftipend »foi'f his-;_lab_c‘mn and fervices, juft fufficient for
his neceffary: current .expences,  however favithfully,:

and diligénﬂy he. may have difch’arged an important

truft for. a long feries of years? Surely it is not:
unwife, or-unrealonable- that the public fhould be in -

a fituation- to bid: to. a limited extent for talerits, in.

competition .with, ;other,_honourable and lucrative:

profeffions, . and -various- branches of trade and
manufattures ... o ’

It has always been j;ﬁ»ﬂ:lyﬂhelyd in a free ‘co.uritry\,t
and particplarly in this, to be one of its greateft

privileges, . that the chief ariftocracy, as far as

* The Author moft readily admits that fortunes thus ac~
qtllred are, 'in'general, the honourable reward of talents and in-
dflﬁl‘y, fortunately exerted in a country where profperity has
§tven ﬂ_@n. room for exertion, and under a conﬂ:itﬁtion which
Provides at once for their fecurity and their diftin@ion, He has
witnefled iriftances of tle\e-bforg frequently, .with peculiar fatis-

B&ion,

F . ' relates
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relates to: the management of its publie’.concerns,’
fhould-be an  ariftocracy: of:'talent and of virtue,.

as.well: as’ of rank and: property ; ‘which principle:

- would. be,deﬁ,roye’dt;if,.feniuneratidn for. public fer-

vices” fhould :be ‘withheld ;and " the ‘community:
would be deprived: of allits. advantages.: - Not only:
the great o{ﬁces of ftate, but fome..others: of ‘moft
efﬁmency muﬂ, then'be:confihed toimen -of hereditary:
wealth and independence; ‘and, withy all the proper.
refpeét which fhould beentertained for fuch men; it:
miuft:be allowed that,:for the acquifition and me
provement of talents neceflary forthe higher offices,
the \pa{ﬁﬁg occafionally throiigh: the: inferior fitua-
tions;-and that principle of adivity which animates
rthen inthe dttainment, fo much. more than'in the
mere pofleflion, of power and ftation, are muclt
‘more- favorable th'm the honoms claamable bv

LA

defcent alone. v

Ly sty

Nl e ~e

cftistrue that magnanmuty and - genume patriotic,
ambmon wxll look for 4 nobler rewald for thexr fer-

v1ces than the emoluments of oﬂice 5 but in the'

“prefent: ftate of fociety, a a-ceftain appearance is el _

ientlalﬁ ov be pleferved by pex fons Hin certam {ta-

tions, whxch cannot be maintained: WlthO*lt a hberal-
. prﬂ--'

provifion. That great ftatefiman, Who'was * poor
< amidft a 'natibii’s wealth,”  whofe ambition was
pamotlfm, whofe expence and ‘whofe oeconomj
were only for the pubhc, died in honourable pa-

verty. That cucumﬁance certamly conveys N0 ¥é~

proach upon his memmy 3 but ‘when he had lexfure; :

to attend to his prlvate concerns, it dlﬁreﬁ'ed him.

ferfoufly to reflett that he had debts, without the
means of paying them, thch he could not have
avoided incurring, except from a parﬁmony Whlch
would have been called meannefs, or by accepting
a remuneration frem the public, which hIS enemies

would have called -rapacity ; for he had no expence

of any fort th;g_t was not indifpenfably neceflary, ex= -

cept in improvements in his' country refidence,

where his houfe was ,hax dly equal to the accommo_

. dation of the moft prxvate gentleman *

% Towaxds the latter part of Mr Pitt’s hfe, fome debts
prefled fo fevexely upon him, asto vender it neceﬂ‘al) for feven
of his private and moft intimate friends’ fo ftepin to fave him
from 1mmed1ate mconvemence, among whom Lord Carung-
ton was named by a mlﬁnke in the paper purporting to be-
Mr. Pitt’s will, which has béen’ ‘publithed ; . which . affift-
ance Mr: Pitt agreed to- avail himfelf of only on’ the :
prefs condition of his friends receiving - repayment of the fuizs

:contm'buted with mtereﬁ for fecurmg ‘which a part of his
- ‘income was to be fet afide; as a finking: funid.~He. died | and

the nation paid his rem.dnmg debts.

F 2 | . Inn
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In alluding to the embarr affed ftate of Mx Pitt’s

finances, it is due to his memory from the Author,
who was HEV\_T foparated from him, exther in per-
fonal affeétion or political attachment, from his firlt

entrance into pubhc life, to almoft the very lateft

hour of his emf’tence, to ftate a circumftance thl :

refpet to pecumarv matters znﬁmtely to hlS cre dxt

Eally in 1789, When the nation was in a flate
of defpondency refpeéhng the health of our be-

Ioved Soverelgn, and a chdnrre in the admml{tra-

tton was thought exttemely probable, it occulred

to feveral gentlemen of the firft refpeability in the

city of London, that Mr. Pitt, on quitting office,
would be in a2 fituation of great emban"tffment not

only from fome debts which he had unavoidably

incurred, but as to the. means of his future fub-

fiftence. 'They felt the ftrong impreflion, in which -

the nation pafticipated “of his great virtues, as
well as of his eminent talents ; and they were
{enﬁble, in comnion with their country, of the value
of thofe ferv1ces to which his life had been hitherto
devoted, partlcularly to thofe commercial interefts
i Whlch they were deeply concerned.’ Under this

1mpreﬁion a certam nurnber of merchants and

ﬂnp-owners met, and refolved 10 ralfe the fum
' ‘ of

i
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of 100,000L, to be prefented to him asa free gift—
the well-earned reward of his meritorious éxertions ;
each fubfcriber engaging never to divulge the name’
of himfelf, or of any other perfon contributing; in
order to prevent its bemg known to any one except
the'n'felves,' who the contributors were. Thev'only
exception to this engagement of fecrecy was .a
refpeCtable Baronet *, who was deputed to come to

the Author to learn in what manner the token of
efteem and gratitude (as it was exprefled) could be
prefented‘moﬂf aceeptab‘ly'to'Mr‘ Pitt ; whofe name

was to be as carefully concealed from "Mr. Pitt as

the others. ' '

Highly flattering as the offer was, and feafonable
as the a¢t would have been (proceeding from’a fet
of gentlemen whofe motives muft have been pure
and difinterefted, /not only in"fuch-an unequivocal
mark of regard for a falling minifter; but from the
mode of. 'cari*ying their objett into effet,) - th'e.atl- :

74

. * Sir Robert Pteﬂ:on, then member for Dover, who g’lve
many proofs of kindnefs and attachment to Mr. Pttt; but never
aflked a fingle favor of him: who bemg,fhll hvmg, no further
tribute of juftice can be paid to. him, :

£3 | . thor
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- thor entertmned doubts of Mr. Pitt accepting the

proffered-bounty, and. therefore thought it right to
apprize. him of the intention; This occafioned a
long difcuflion on the fubjeét, which ended in Mr.
Pitt exprefling .2 pofitive and fixed determination
to decline the acceptance of the liberal and ‘gene-
rous offer: a determination that nothing * could
fhake : for when it was wurged that it never could
be known to him who the {ubfcribers were, and that
~ they: were men whofe fortunes put them out of all
probability of ever foliciting the fmalleft favor from
him;, his: reply- was, ¢ that if he fhould, at any
« future time of his hfe, retrn to office, he thould
< never fee a gentleman from the city without its
« 'occorrin'g to him that he might be one of his
¢ fubferibers” | ‘

This pofitive determination wa§ -communicated
by the author to the :Bérorret'before' alluded to,
which put an end to*the meafure’; and in a few
days after, Mr. Pitt, in converfing about his future
_ plans, told the author, he had taken a fixed refolu-
tion to return to the Bar, and to. apply unrermt-
tingly to that profeflion, in order to extricate him-

felf from his difficulties, and to fecure, as far as he

fhould

¢ gt )
fhould be able, the means. -of - future mdepen-.
dence.. Lol

. The ahthor w1ll not deny thc perfonal fatls-
fa&lon wlnch he feels in havmg it in-his power
to commumcate thls 'mecdote to hls readers : but he
concezves that Aits commumcwnon may have a ufe
beyond the mere gr thlﬁC’lthl’l of prwate feelmg, or
of. pubhc curloﬁny It will fhew the fpmt of dlﬁn-

Atereﬁednefs and mdependence Wthh may - e*qﬁ in

times tnat have been reprefented as pregnant Wlth

.felﬁﬂmefs, corruptlon, and venahty ;_and will fur-
;nlih an e\ample to future minifters of tha.t fentnnent
.of hlgh and fcrupulous honor (a promment featulc
in the charaer of Mr. Pitt) which is the be(’t '
.pledge and guardlan of public and prlvate v1rtue.
Were a minifter like him to arlfe, (and who does
not pray for fuch an event ?) Who, beﬁdes his own
;unavmdable e‘cpences, had a fmnly to fupport, his

: ‘.embarraﬂ'ment muft be fuch as, with a a man even of
V :the ﬁrmef’c mmd would hang heavy on xts powers,
,and dxv1de, if. not weaken thofe exertlons, Wthh the
:pubhc wml fhould engrofs.' : ’
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- In expenditure from:the public purfe,” there is a
diftin&tion fufficiently obvious between penfions and
rewards apparently of private favor ; and fums ex-
pfefs_l)t devoted to public‘ purpofes. The firft ought
fcfupulouﬂy to be inveftigated, at leaft as far as-the
e'Xamination may be made without vendang‘ering the
‘ dignity_of enquiry: and we admit, moft unequiyocally,
that'th'e ‘Iatter ought to be carefully and anxioufly

'watched We are aware that the general axtom, that

firlt is an encouragement to horieft' and honorable
merit in the performance of that fervice, with ‘zeal -
and fidelity ; the laft has an evident tendency to
taint the purity of office, and to turn into other
channels than thofe of the pubhc mtereft the ex-
ertions of its officers, “Nor is'it poffible for- any fet-
vant of the pubhc to impofe too firict a’ guard uporn
himfelf againft deriving the fmalleft advmtage ﬁ'om.

his fituation by any mdlre& means whatever, '

wealth is power, is pecuharly applicable to our pre-

i e

fent Itate , and that the hufbandlng our refources is Jthas been thewn how far there i is a ground for

the call for further retr enchiments, “and the extent

neceﬁ‘ary for the continuance of ‘that power whxch

is to provxde for our own fafety It muft not be
deemed invidious if, while we urge a faxr and ade-

quate remuneration for public fervxces, we dxf’unc’lly

and p]amly ftate our opinion of the propriety of

pr eventmg‘,' by every poflible means, all fecret
'em‘oluinents. 'The public lofes much ‘more th'm
:the money by allowmg any part of i its income to be
converted or employed to the ufe or emolument of
’Its fervants '4-1t is the advantage, and. ought to be
‘the’ condluon, of a fair, open, and liberal reward
for public fervme,l through all i its gradations, to fu-
perfede every other fource of remuneration. The

firft

~

to which the utmioft poflible ftretch of thefe would
lwhten the burthens of the people. Itis, in tf uth,
one of thofe clamours where loudnéfs i is fubﬂltuted
for force, but of which- the found is much moxe
powerful than the juftice. *The retrerichments which

have been- fuggeﬁ:ed on more fober grounds, though

occafionallyby perfons not the moft converfant either

ith the refources or the neceflary expendlture of

the ftate, have been of two "kinds ; 3 elther of mere.

ceconomy, fuppoﬁnrr the fervices to be mdlfpen-

fible ; or.of policy, fuppofing “the fervmes fo be
needlefs. : Thelaft, it -is ObVIOHS, ought at aIl times

-

to

|
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to be weighed carefully; and wn:h a fober and deh.

v

berate Judgment. AT

On the more extenﬁve conﬁderatmn refpe&-

ing the expendlture for the gleat blancnes of

the pubhc ferwce, \whatever f’tlong opinions the

author entertzuns on the fubje@t 1t is not meant
to. enter xnto any . detall hele, as it Would not
be ufeful on h1s fole authorlty, to do fo : he will
content himfelf with repeating an ‘obfervation he has
made in pubhc, and often endeavoured to enforce in
prwate, that no new or addmonal expence thould be

mcurred in any department ‘without the previous

_ knowledge and entire approbatxon of the minifter;:

who is refponﬁble for the due management of the
ﬂnances of the country.” An invariable adherence
to that prmuple -muft alvmys be of the very utmolt
1mportance but above all in nmes like. the pre-
fent when our War»el’mbhfhrnent of every fort is not
only the mﬁ:rument of our natlonal glory, but the
means of our nauonal fafety, the provifion for our
natlonal ex1ftence. The other branch of faving,
that by Whlcl’l the fame fervu:es may be performed
at a cheaper rate, deferves the mo{t ferious in-

) veftigatior,

¢ 75 )

veftigation; and, ‘it is hoped, bas undergone. the

moft anxious - confideration;-in order to the attain-
ment of that laudable end: But the retrenchments
fhould leave the fubﬂ:antlal obje&s of the expendi-

ture in as full efficient vigour as-before, ; otherwife

the fafety of the country Would be endangered, at
amoment when'the florm beats - furioufly againft

it,.and the rums of other pohncal fabrxcs are feen
all around us.”

The remammg fubje& of” ammadverﬁon -or com;

plaint, the juitice of -which' has alfo been eXn -

atmned in the foregoing pages, the increafe of ‘the
Influence of the C’rown, is’ a topic to which the Jea-
loufy of a free country like ours is always difpofed
to liften, with prepoffeflion in favor of the affirma-
tive ; yet, from the celebrated motion of Mr. Dun-
ning downwards, the complaints of this inﬂuence;

although they have been found to be greatly exagn

gerated, have been patiently inveftigated, and effec-
tual means of ~reform have been adopted.

The greatly mcreafed revenue, ancl all the other
augmented and accumulated buﬁnefs of. the ﬂ:ate,

have unavmdablyoccaﬁoned fome increafeof patron-

ages; -
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age; but the influence created by fuch means is

infinitely fhort of what has been given up by the

meafures of ceconomy and regulation to which re-

courfe has been had, efpecially when the defcriptioil
and value of the empIOynlentS‘ci‘éated~' is compared
with thofe abolifhed 3 and it will not be denied to us
that the manners of the times ;‘ the conftant exift-

. ence of a-watchful oppofition ; - the modern Ufagé

of parliament ; the liberty of the prefs; and the uns

~bounded circulation of the produ&lons which that

tliberty encoulages s all confpire to limit in’ praétice

that influence which, in other times, was fo powelful

“and fo ‘prevailing. Not to go back 'to the more

ancient periods of our hiftory, when the. great

weight  of the prerogative bore down all oppofition,

whether of the parliament or the people; even

{ince the prerogative has been defined and limited
by the Revolutlon when the people, havmg récently
fhaken off their yoke, were likely to have. ftretched

their newly—acqulred rights fo- the utmoft, there has

not been a reign in which the mﬂuence of ‘the .

Lrown has_been fo unceaﬁngly controlled by the

}ealoufy of the Houfe of Lomnlolls as Ih'\t of Hls
prefent ,Maje{ty
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It is meant to fpeak with refpe&t of Oppofition ;.
that 1s, of Oppoﬁtxon in the abﬁra& without' re-:
ference to any md1v1dual perfon, or combination of:

erfons. . An author who. wrote the tract - here
alluded to, under the eye of 'that- great minif-:
ter, whofe firft exernons, after his acceflion. to po-.
litical power, it. was meant to record and illuftrate,:
has defined Oppoﬁtxon in the following impartial and. -
honorable terms and it is to the credit of that illuf-.
t‘}”l.Ou:)'. ftatefman’s candor,and.hberahty that.(as the:

‘author infofms us*) Mr.Pitthimfelf revifed and cor-.
rected the pamphlet in queftion :—¢ It is material
“ to'confider whence arifes this general fafe-guard

¢ which the public poﬁ'eﬂ'es, againft the malverfa-

(g'

~

tion of ‘minifters againft the intentional abufe; or
the ignorant mifapplication, of the powers with:
‘which ‘they are. intrufted. Theé popular hatuie:

~of our government furnifhes ‘a check, of which

‘mnatural and increafing caufes. The opportunity
which “parliament affords to the young, ‘the
buﬁlmg, and the ambltxous, of canvaffi ng public

-
- .

* Hlﬁory of the. Proceedmgs of the Parhament of 17844
publithed in 1785, Macken21e 3 works, laﬂ: edmon, vol 7.
P 395 '

113 mea‘_' .

the operation is conftant, becaufe it is excited by’
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« meafures, is onie of- thofe faluta‘ry counterpoxfes
«which out ¢onftitution affm ds agam{’t the weight
@ of the' Executwe “Power. - The" Oppoﬁtxon in'
< Britain isa fort of public body, which, ‘ini " the
s praéhce at) leaft of‘ ‘our  government; is perfe&ly
« kriown and: eftabliffied. The province of this
% ex-official body, Wheﬂ it'ad¥in 2’ manner falutary
« ‘to- the THats, is’ to watch- w1th Jealoufy over the
etidondudy of admlm&ratlon to- corre& the abufes,

«dnd to refilt the corruptxons of “its power’- to

<< reftrain whatever may be exceﬁive, to moderate

i what may be mconﬁderate, and to~ fupply what'
- may be defe&lve in‘its meafures.

. Siich; 1. agree ‘With : 'that : ~author. . 'al%e the legiti~
midte and refpedtable funétions of Oppofition, con-
fidered as a praé’acal Branch-of. the conﬂntutxon of
Great Britain:’ fuch powers, and fuch ]ealoufy, it
is. hopéd. they will always exercife and entertain,

¢ The moft degrading’ cérrup‘tﬁi’on of ‘a ftatefman,
ot Bis friends; is isdeed, by the: influence of monéy
but- pﬂblic men - may -be- corrupted-by the love of
power, as well-as by Juft of' gam 5 may be bribed
by 3 means of their ‘pride; théir obftinacy, or their

 refent-

,(79)

refentment ; they may be miiled even by miftaken,

ideas of virtue. In guiding or oppofing councils,

‘by which great public interefts are fought to be

‘promoted, men muft look to the means by which
the country may be benefited, independently- of
private interei’t,’ and in poflible cafes, independently
of private reputation. In the machine of State are
many movements with which the people are not
acquainted ; and the ftatefman who guides them

muft often ferve the people faithfully and effec-

-~ tually by ating contrary to the opinions of what

they conceive to be beft fuited to their fervice.
A virtuous ftatefinan muft a& from higher motives
than either his own immediate intere({, or his own
immediate reputation : his intereft, a patriét ftatef-
man muft remember, is that of his country ; his re-

putation muft often be left to the juftice of pof-

. tenty

THE END.

Straban and Prefton,

Printexs.Street, London,
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94 1,247,398 — 209,079 — 1,457,077  — 25,603,272 —- 1,084,811 — 26,748,083 —— = 4,818,273 — - - -

95 — 1,030,058 — 370,238 ~— 1,400,296 ~—— 26,146,346 — 976,991 — 27,123,838 ~—— 4677077 — - - -

he 96 — 1,108,258 — 454,847 — 1,563,105 —— 29,196,190 — 1,322,723 — 30,518,913  —— 75733:480 — - - -

_ 97 _— 971:596 — 3703775 —— 1,351,371 ——— 27,699,889«—— 1,217,121 — 28,917,010 =~ —— 8,179,016 — - - -

= 98 — 1,163,534 — 345,132 — 1,508,666 ~—— 31,922,580 — 1,669,197 — 83.591,777 = —— 5,968,419 — - - -

99 — 1,145,314 — 390,612 — 1,535,926 —— 34,074,698 — 1,916,630 — 35,991,329 —— 19,590,856 — - - -

1800 — 1,260,329 — 654,713 — 1,924,042 ——— 40,805,047 — 2,346,069 — 43,152,019  —— 12,448,135 — 133,278

| 1 — 1,190,557 — 767,816 — 1,958,373 —— 39,256,330 — 2,344,502 — 42,100,832 —— 11,885,220 — 264,558

PEACE: 1802 — 1,450,689 — 435,427 — 1,805,116 ~—~— 43,518,104 — 2,602,858 — 46,120,962 —— 17,061,243 — = - -

1803 — 1,245,560 — 543,208 — 1,788,768 —— 29,385,273 — 2,053,222 — 91,438,495 —— 3,890,541 — <+ - -

4 — 13248?796 _ 553’2’67 - 198023063 - 32>199>058 — 2,252,319 — 34»4511377 —_— 5,6095510 - = = =

po 5 — 1,284,691 — 572,061 — 1,857,652 —— 32,404,978 ~— 2,504,867 — 35,009,845  —— 5,071,328 — - - -

< ﬁ 6 — 1,258,903 — 538,700 — 1,897,603 —— 33:810,570 — 2,716,614 — 30,527,184 ~ —— 8,008,627 ~— - - =

I B v — 1,190,232 — 600,840 — 1,791,072 —— 31,820,733 — 2,736,838 — 34,566,571 —— 6014233 — - - -
b T I1i3488 — 272104 — 1425592 —— 31,737,925 — 2,816,342 — 34,554,267  —— 4,261,250 — 653,659

" 9 — 1,318,508 — 644,680 — 1,993,188 —— 45,918,663 — 4,383,100 — 50,301,703 ——— 15,412,5867 — 1,110,081
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-— 1,165,722 — 16,038,913 ~—

— 993,165 — 14,543,336 —— 1,858,417 o |

— 1,001,436 — 15,578, _ N S - 2,249,604 The great Re-coinage of Gold, betiéen the

—_ 1’22332‘7 —_ Ig‘:gz ,g§% | m— 6 148 096 — 357,575 — —r—— 2,169,473 23d of Auguft 1773, and the end of 1777,

— 1,180,867 — 15,731,374 —— 3,660 764 —- 258,466 — I 2#7;#%‘ amounted to - - - £.20,447,002 : From |

— 1,163,704 — 15,188,668 — 2,549,189 — 182,715 — 2,731,904 T . 2,44 ’g o - the commencement of the Reign to

— 1,245,490 — 15,090,001 1,770,555 — 222,293 — 1,092,848 2’355’0;‘58 Auguft 1773, there were coined, about

— 1,502,150 — 16,620,133 —— 3,239,322 — 265,501 — 3,504,823 2’8145’ 36 £.1o,odo,ooo-‘Soth'tt there were coined,

— 1,563,053 — 15,001,289 = —— 1,529,676 — 337,523 — 1,867,199 Z’r_3g’° T |

— 1,720,915 — 15,996,569 ~—=— 2,049,716 — 514,556 — 2,564,272 2’%4 b144 By Geo. IIL. Jof Gold - ,g 30,457,805

— 1,857,334 — 10,018,481 —— 4339151 — 471,005 -— 4,810,150  —— . 2% 42’128 " before th‘e'31ﬁ§ ,

— 1,560,756 — 17,720,159 — 2,860,061 — 350,492 — 3211453 —— 252559 of Dec. 1780, Sllver - 7,126

— 1Braas — 16975428 —— 3356412 — 496,376 — 3,852,788 —— = 2,439,077 < " '

1372143 — 17,288,487 —— 2,888,678 — 109,866 — 3,058,544 —— 25 75770 £. 30,464,031

. - - ° 2 2

—- 1,123,998 — 16,326,364 —— 2,275,003 — - = — 2,275,003 —— 2,421,031 o <

— 1 025,973 — x4,755,699 —_— 2,962,424 — 279,292 — 3,241,716 —— 2,4 094Q%

— 837,643 — 13,491,000 —— 1,472,996 — 35,389 — 508,385 ——  2AR e

— 702,820 — 12,253,890 —— 1,379,653 — — 1,379,653 2,162,631 :

— 837,273 — 13,530,703 —— 2,002,133 — C6a501 — 2,154034 —— 250274 Gold. Silver.

— 1,002,039 — 12,624,372 —— I 633,494 — 99315 — 1,787,809 —— 2,723,920 £ 876 794 - - £. 627

— 763,109 — 11,332,296 —— —_ - = e = == - —_— 2,791,428 —— 6 074 :

— 653,709 — 13,000,459 = == 2,823,:43 — - - - — 2,823,143 —— 2,861,563 —— 222) o

~= 829,824 — 14,681,495 —— 1,737,027 - - - — 1,737,027 ~—— 2,848,320 —— " 7:}»_4'2 ”

—  Q2G,§60 — 15,101,275 —— 52,209 — - - = — 52,209  ——— 3,326,639 —— 22,126 - - 202

—_1 gog,gga——- 1%,770,228 —_— 862,650 — - - - —  862,6,0 —— . 4,592,091 ~— 2;488’?36

— 914,738 — 16,300,725 —— 775824 — - - = — 775824 —— 4,076,011 ——  1a073°%

— 1,115,134 — 18,296,166  —— 845,035 — - - - — 845935 —— 3,673,807 —— 2019:950 55459

— 1,189,088 — 18,124,082 —— 383,939 — - - - — 383,939 — 3,780,770 —— 3004174 -

— 1,170,076 — 20,013,297 -—— 2,435,082 — - - - — 2,435,082 —— 3,710,343 —— 5530711

— 1,235,404 — 20,120,120 —— 1,442,267 — - - - — 1,442,267 —— 3,782,822 ——. 2:66g:séé

— 1,206,535 — 22,730,094 ——  3747,807 — - - - — B747307  ——  395%,507 T 245592 o\ ana67.20k -

— 1,230,884 — 24,905,200 —— 5,776,615 — - - - — 5,776,615 —— 4,027,230 ———  L171,003 - - 252 } 33,357,305

— 1,024,751 — 20,390,130 —— 1,542,154 - = = = — 1,542,154 — 3,978,645 ——  2:747,430

—- 1,084,811 — 26,748,083 —— 4,818,273 — - - - — 4,818,273 —— 3,565,117 —— 723558,39_4

— 976,991 — 27,123,338 —— 4677077 — - - - — 4677.977 3,569,360 —— -.,,4,93’4§6 -c 293

— 1322723 — 30518013 —— 7733480 — - - - — 7,333.480 —— 3051757 —— = 404680 -

— 1,217,121 — 28,917,016 =~ 8,179,016 — -~ - - — 8,170;,016° ——— 7 4,111,105 —— 2,000,297

— 1,669,197 — 33,591,777 —— 5968419 — - - - — 5968419 ——— . 5599,087 —— 2’967’534

— 1,916,630 — 35,991,329° —— 0,599,856 — - - - — 0,590,856 —— = 7,538,355 —— 41997,

— 2,346,069 — 43,152,019 ~——— 12,448,135 — 133,278 — 12,581,413 —— 6,799,755 — 189,936 - - 90

— 2,844,502 — 42,100,832 —— 11,885,220 — 264,558 — 12 ;140,778 — 5,805,711  —n 450,240 - - 53

— 2,602,858 — 46,120,962 ~— 17,961,243 — - - - — 17,965,243 —— = 6,087,569 -— 437,018 - - 62 ]

— 2,053,222 — 31,438,495 —— 3,890,541 — <+ - - — 3,890,541 ——t 7,179,621 —— " 596,445 é"g )

— 2,252,319 — 34’451:377 ~—— 5,609,510 — - - - — f,609,510 —— 8,357,871 —— 718,396 | LE

— 2,504,867 — 35,900,8 45 e 5,071,328 — - - - — 5,071,328  ——m 9,084,459  —— - 54,615 | - w2 E AR .ZAS

— 2,716,614 — 36,527,184 ~—— = 8,008,627 -— - - = — 8,008,627 —— . 9;733,814 -— 405,105 »- B & = »445,253

— 2,736,838 —_— 34,566,571 —_— 6014,233 — - - — 6,014,233 —— 0,207,735 ——= . "ﬁ,;é

— 2,816,342 — 34>554’2 7 ——= 4,261,256 — 653,699 — 4,914,915 —— 8,797,823 ——— 371,744 2 "

4,333,100 — 50,301,763 —— 15,412,586 — 1,110,081 — 19,895,203 ~——  10289,807 —— - 208,040 The 11, 66,277,480 retont
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Sold by J. J. STOCKDALE, Pall-mall.



