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My Lorp,

pumse=oy FE favourable Notice your Lordfhip
7o W s pleas’d to take of the Letter Ihad
Fekl |8° he Honour to write you the laft Seffion,
ﬁm in relation to the Conteft between the
Sugar Planters, and the Inhabitants of the Northern
Colonies, together with the good effect which the
publithing of it (by your Lordfhip’s Approbation)
had in the Houfe, gives me the confidence toaddrefs
your Lordfhip once more on the fame Subjeft 3
fince the Iftandersare again folliciting your Lord-
fhips to pafs a Bill, which would be extremely in-
jurious to the Colonies on the Continent. "

But not to trouble your Lordthip with 2 Recapi-
tulation of all that has-been faid onboth fides of
the Queftion, T would only beg leave to expofe to
your View, the Weaknefs and Illufion of the prin-
cipal Arguments, which (for want of better) the
Gentlemen of the Iflands have been conftrain’d to
invent for the Support of their unreafonable Projeét,
and which, Thope, Ifhall be able to refute to your
Lordthip’s Satisfaction 5 and alfo to convince you,
that the Prohibition propos’d to be put upon the
Northern Colonies, would in its confequence prove
very prejudicial .not only to them, but alfo to the

 trading Subje&s of Great-Britain in general,
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~ The heavy Complaint of the Ifland Gentiémerg

arifes from the French felling their Sugars at a lower
Price than (as they pretend) the Englip Sugars can
be afforded ; by which means they have beaten us
gut of the Trade of {elling ours in foreign Markets :
which, as they would perfuade us, they could not
be able to do but for two Caufes; the oneis, That
theFrench Landsare frether and more produ@ive, but
that the Englifhare worn out, and require 3 greater
Expence in the Cultivation. The other is, That the
Northern Colonies fupply the French with Lumber,
Horfes and Provifions, taking Sugar, Melafles and
Rum in return ; and that by reftraining this Com-
merce, the French would be fo much diftrefs’d, as
that they could not carry on their Plantations, with-
out raifing the Price of theiy Sugars.

As to the Wearing out of their Landg the Iflan-
ders have the leaft reafon of any People in the
World to afk for Relief on that Confideration ;

becaufe the vaft Profits which have been drawn out

of them for fo long a coyrfe of Years, have infi-
nitely exceeded the Value of them; which is ap-
~parent beyond alt Contradi¢tion : for notwithftand-

ing that they havealways affefted to appear in the

greateft Grandure, and liv’d in a Profufion far be-
‘yond any of their Fellow-fubjets of egual Rank,
%et ’tis vifible, thatmany of them have, from fmall

eginnings, acquird very ample Fortunes, which
they enjoy at this day, both in England and the
Iflands. But the moft proper Remedy. for this depends
upon themfelves ; let them {pare a Part of their
Lands till they recover their former Strength, which
they will naturally do in a few Years (as we have
feen by the French Part of Sz Chriftopber’s) they
‘would then fell off a proportional Part of their Ne-

s - L ~ groes,
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groes, and have that Money to employ to advan-
tage in fome other Way ; and tho’ their annual
Profit thould be lefs, they might very well abate as
much of their fuperfluous Expences, and #ill have
enough to livein Plenty, If then they would but

- praétife this Good-hufbandry, their Lands would

never be worn out, and their Eftates would become
more folid and ftable. But they fay. the French
Lands are frefher, and more profitable : ic is then

- becaufe they have not (like our Iflanders) torn out

the Heart of them, but have gone on to {ertle new
Ground ; and if ours have a mind to enlarge their
Improvements, let them imitate the Prudence and
Induftry of the Fremch ; there’s ftill frefh Land
enough for them in Famaica. And thus, I hope,
it will appear plainly to your Lordfhip, that this
Part of their Grievance deferves no manner of re-
gard in Parliament; they brought it upon them-
felves, they have largely reap’d the Profit of it,

‘and 'tis in their own Power to repair ir.

But they fay ’tis by the he]ﬁ of the Northern

- Colonies, that the French have been enabled to

fupplant them. And to make this look like a mat-
ter of fome Moment, they have infifted much upon
the Advantage the French have had by being fup-
plied with Lumber from them ; when after all, it
has been fufficiently prov’d, that the French da
actually make much of their Sugar Catk (which is
the moft confiderable Article, becaufe *tis an annual
Expence) with Timber growing upon their own
Iflands; and that for the reft, ‘they are able to
furnith themfelves with whatfoever they need, from
their own Settlements on the Continent: nay, that
if they were reduced to the neceflity of bringing it
from Eyrope (from whence their Ships come for the

moft part empty) the Difference of the Price would
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wot add Two-pence per Cent. more to the Charge

of producing their Sugars 3 neither would our re-

fufing them Horfes put them under any great Dif-
~ ficulty, becaufe they have been frequently fupply’d

with Mules from the Spaniards, and from their

“own Part of Hifpaniola, And as to Provifions, the

Difference of the Price between Eurgpe and Ame-

‘#ica, is not fo great, but thata Frenchman’s Fru-

gality would enable him to carry on his Bufinefs
without raifing the Price of his Sugar above the

‘Market : and even the Iflanders themfelves feem

to be fo far convinced of the loofenefs of thefe Sug-
geftions, that tho’ they continte to make ita Cla-

‘mour in their arguing, yet they have left out this

Prohibition in the Bill, ‘which they are now {olli-
citing 5 which yet would have the Effe&t of a Pro-

hibition, if the French, as *tis probable, would not
"deal with them, if they would not take off their
‘Rum and Melafles in exchange s and are contented

to confine it ta Melafles and Rum, becaufe (fay
they) the French will throw away their Melaffes, 1f
our People don’t take it from them, and then the

" Lofs of that Profit will reduce them to a Neceflity

of raifing the Price of their Sugars.

However, fince they feem to lay much weight
upon this Topic, I believe it will prove much too
light, to obtain upon your Lordfhip’s Judgment.

_ Permit me then to ftate the Argument (asthe Fact
4s) ‘in"this manner: The French have found the

Benefit of Diftilling their ‘Melafles into Rum,
‘have ereed Stills, and are actually in the Prac-
tice of it in their Sugar Iflands; and the Ule of
Rum is much encreas’d of late Years, and ftill

“encreafes not only in America, but alfo in Europe,
But the Englifp of the northern Colonies, are the
| ,‘Qn_ly Perlc who have hitherto bought the greateft

Part

Part of their Melaffes and Rum: therefore i

Northern Colonies are prohibited frsfr;?#étéiditgg
with them for thofe Commodities, the French will
throw away their Melafles, and never more trouble
themfelves to feek for any other Market ; nor
would any other People buy it of them. Credat
Fudeus Apella—~——non ego. But *tis well known
that the French are no fuch Slugs ; they ‘would
be too aptto find a Vent for their Rum “amongft
our Fifheries, which would be difficult, if not ims.
poffible for us to prevent: and there’s no doubt, but
the Dutch would be glad to buy all the Meiaﬁés
they would fell them, to diftil it themfelves into
Rum ; for which Commodity, as I am inform’d,
they. have of late found a great Vent all up thé
Baltic, and even to Petersburgh. If then they pro-

- pofe toobtain no other Relief by thi e
A Relief by this Prohibit
- but as it might conftrain the Freunch to throw ;‘fg?

their Melafles, and have indeed pleas’d themfelves

- with fo fond a Conceit ; I hope your Lordthips will

never be prevail’d uponto confent to a Law, which

~in all appearance could have no other Effe&, than

the putting the French upon diftilling all theis
rens) tillir th ;
Melaﬂes, or fellmg 1t to others forgtl,?at pﬁ'i)ggn
axfx__d 12\12 thef féme txzmehdepr.iving the Engli/b Subje&;
of a Manufaéory, which is very ufeful and advan.
tageous to them.y Ycry wetal and advap-

But fuppoﬁng (tho’ againft all Reafo
for Argument fake) that the French ﬂ)gill?ingé?:mfi
foolithly as to throw away their Melaffes, *tis yet

“demonttrable, that even this would
! > that even this would not put the
- under fuch a Neceflity, as that they muft cilélllier llrlairig

:he Price of their Sugars, or elfe quit their Plap-
ations: for we know that the Profits arifing from

- the Sugar Plantations are fo |
| I tions are fo great, as that our firf
| Planters did for many Years value .t«,he;ir Maﬁlol;;i;’::

Sugars atno more than ten Shillings per Cf, notwich-
| ftanding
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ftahding théy hadin thofe Times,all the Difficulties of
a4 new Settlement to ftruggle with, and made little or
noProfit of their Melaffes, (the Improvement whereof
they did not find out ’till much later; ) and yet even
at that Price, they rai’d good Eftates: If then the
FErench Lands are fo productive, as the Iflanders have
reprefented them, I fee no Reafon to think, that
they might not thrive as well as our Planters did,
if the Price of their Sugars wete feduc’d to the old
Rate or lower. | |

But, my Lord, I can by no meahs entértain {G
mean an Opinion of thefe Gentlemen’s Under-
ftanding, as to think that they themfelves do re-
ally believe, that fuch a Prohibition would indeed
oblige the French to throw away their Melaffes :
on the contrary, it feems plain to me, that with
their ufual cunning in their other Arguments, they
only endeavour toamufe us with this Hobgobliri §
whilft the true Point in view, is what might, if they
could obtain it, turn to their Advantage : I mean,
to have it in their powet to reftrain the Northern
Colonies from getting any Rum or Melafles, but
what they fhould take from them at their own
Prices. *Tis this, my Lord, thisis the Myftery
which lies hid under fo much fubtil Contrivance, as
your Lordthip may plainly fee, by taking the fol-
lowing Survey of the whole Scheme, o

The Price of their Sugars is to be rais’d by any
poffible means : they cannot be fo ighorant in the
Affairs of the World, as to imagine that tis in our
Power to make ary Laws, which can reftrain the
French from enlarging and improving their Plan-
tations, wherein they receive all fuitable En-

couragement from their Government s and this

muft naturally encreafe the Production of Su-

“gars, and confequently lower the Price by de-

grees in Europe : and that Nation which will fell

(9)

it cheapeft muft certainly gain the Trade of fer-
ving its Neighbours, who have no Plantations 3 if
the French underfell us, we {hall certainly re-export
none, which will confine the Expence of what our
Iflands produce to our Home Confumption. If then
the Iflanders fend us the fame Quantities-they did
formerly, the Commodity muft lie upon their

“hands, and the Price would fall to the loweft De-

gree: to prevent this, they have no other way,
but to make a lefs Quantity of Sugar, and fo to

feed us from hand to mouth, with no more than

what will fuffice for the Home Expence. Noris it
irrational to fuppofe, that People will be content to
leflen the Quantity of their Product, if they think
they may by that means heighten the Value ; this we
have feen practis’d by the Tobacco Planters; but.
the Sugar Planters will have no need to leffen their
Crop, they haveonly to vary the Species ; for both
the Sugar and Molafies, and afterwards the Rum,
are produc’d from the very fame Cane. Now it
is well known, that the Iflanders do at prefent make
ufe of all the Juice which the Cane yields, and
throw away nothing ; and that they find a Vent for
all the Melafles and Rum  they make : which is fo
far from anfwering the Dzmands of the Northern
Colonies, as that they make many thoufand hogf-
heads of Rum more than they can get from our
Iflands, out of the Melafles they buy from the
French and Dutch 5 and yet thefe Gentlemen do con-
fidently affirm, that they are able to furnith the
northern People with the whole Quantity they want.
But your Lordfhip knows, that’tis impoffible in
Nature to make any thing yield more thanits All;
and therefore you may fee, that their Craft is to
blind us by a double Entendre; they would im-
pofe upon us the Idea of their being able to enlarge
their quantity of Rum in their ufual way of worke
B ing
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ing ; whereas theirSubterfuge is, that they can doit,by
dittilling what Part of their Syrups they pleafe into
Rum: but then ’tis evident, that they will make
fo much the lefs Sugar, and expeét to fell it the
dearer. -

And thus your Lordfhip may fee clearly into the

infide of their Projet 3 and thatit is net founded
ona real Belief, that the French would be oblig’d
1o raife their Sugar, (for they know: better ;) but as
they find, that the Expence of Rum is continually
encreafing, as well in Europe as in America, and they
think, that if they could reftrain the Northern €o-
lonies from buying any Melafles from the French,
they weuld not be able te.carry on the trade of
diftilling Rum on the Continent ; for ’tis not to be
fuppofed, that the Iflanders would fell them any
Melafles, becaufe they would then convert itallinto
Rum themfelves, and fo get into. their own hands
the Monopoly of that Commodity. Andif they
thould fucceed fo well therein, asto find more Profit
arife from their Rum than from their Sugars, they

- would certainly, as is before noted, diftill: more of

their Syrups, and make lefs Sugar ; and if by this
‘way of working they fhould be enabled to raifethe
Price of their Sugars, they muft raife it upon the
Britifh Subjells only, for they could raife it upon
no-body elfe, And thus thefe modeft Gentlemen
are humbly petitioning, only for the {mall Favour
of a Law, which, if it thould fucceed according to
their Expe@ation (for they have declared publickly,
that they hope to advance their Sugars three or four
Shillings ger Ct.) would put it in their power to
lay (inefle®) a Tax upon the Nation, which would
amount to much above a hundred thoufand pounds
per Annuiin. :

The

(1)

The next thing I would obferve to your Lord-
thip is, that thefe Petitioners are not a poor, indi-
gent, diftrefled people ; fo far from it, that many
of them have Plantations that have yielded one
thoufand, two thoufand Pounds per aunum, and fome
much more. Their extravagant way of Living is {o
well known to all the World, that it might {eem
invidious (which T would avoid) to particularize
upon it, and therefore I fhall give but one inftance
in that of their numerous Attendants ; having been
credibly inform’d, that there are among them {uch,
who keep twenty, thirty, forty, to fifty (as they
call them) Houle Negroes, thatis Menial Scrvants 3
and I thould think, that the Labour of fuch a Num=
ber, well employ’d, might be fufficient o maintain
a Man very handfomely, and enable him to provide
well for his Pofterity, But what would we fay to
a Man who fhould afk our Charity in an embroider’d
Coat ? , R

It appears then, my L.ord, that thefe Gentlemen

are not in {o deplorable a Condition as they would

reprefent themfelves, nor that their Importanity is
occafioned from any real Exigency they lie under 3
the true State of their Cafe being, that as they
formerly fold their Sugars for no more than ten

Shillings per Ct. (at which Price they raid their ;

Eftates) they have taken the Advantage, occafion’d

by the Encreafe of the Ufe of that Commodity, to
advance the Price by degrees to more than double 3
but fince the French have fo much enlarg’d the
Production of Sugars, as tofupply the foreign Mar-
kets ata lower Price, they find themfelves mightily
aggoriev’d becaufe they can’t attain their ufual Prices;
whereas in reality, this Abatement will only re-
duce them from an exorbitant to a moderate Profit.

| B2 ~ For,
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For, if it be true, what they themfelves have declar’d,
that the Profit of their Melafles and Rum would
fupport the whole Expence of their Plantation ;

' if the Price of their Sugars were brought down to
' ten Shillings per Ct. (or even lower) that would

~yield them a much greater Profit than can be rais’d
. by any Improvement (that I have ever heard of) of
- the Lands mnany other Part of the Brizifb Dominions.

But they would make us believe (the Barbadians
principally) that they are already upon the very
Brink of Ruin, and thatif they are not reliev’din
this Way, "they fhall be forc’d to quit their Planta-
tions, and leave the lland to the Freunch, orany
one that will takeit. This fure, is fo extravagant

a Way of Perfuafion,that it deferves fome Animad-

verfion. Let us f{uppofe then, thatan induftrious
Man had gain’d an Eftate out of the Sea, which
brought him in five Hundred Pounds per Anz. and

that his Son had further improv’ditto a Thoufand;

but that in the Grandfon’s Time, the Sea had again
overflow’d ir, and reduc’d it to one half, nay, to
but one quarter Part of that Sum ; can it be
imagin’d, that this laft would be fo foolith as to
quit the whole, becaufe he could not recover it to
its former Value? Again, thefe Gentlemen, to

Thew their Importance, havein a printed Pamphlet

| gi*{cn us the Valuation of the Ifland of Barbszdoes,
which they make to amount to five Millions and a

half; and all this in the Hands of lefs, probably,
than five hundred Owners, (poor Men, notabove

: ele\(en th.lou.fand Pounds a-piece) in which Account,
their Buildings and Immaveables, relating only to

the -Sugar Bufinefs, (and without reckoning their
four Towns, and their fine Dwelling-Houfes) are

!‘ated at a Million, and their Lands with the grow- )
ing Crops, atabovetwo Millions, Can it be believ’d

then,
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then, that ever Men in their Wits would volun-
tarily run away from fuch a Capital 5 or that they
would not rather try to make as much as they
could, tho” they could not make as much as they
would of it? =

But, on the other hand, if your Lordfhip will
confider the Cafe of the Inhabitants onthe Conti-
nent ; their Lands yield them no Produ¢t com-
parable to the Value of Sugars. The chief Growth
of Virginia and Maryland is Tobacco 5 a low Com-
modity, with which the Markets are fometimes {o
overftock’d, as that it will hardly pay the Freight
and Duty. Rice is the principal Produét of Ca-
rolina: the New-Englanders have a confiderable
Fifhery, and a Manufaétury (as I may call it) of
Rum ; befides which, they, with the reft of our Co-

“lonies on the Continent, depend moftly upon the

breeding of Cattle and Corn, together with the
Profit they raife from their Timber ; and this has
led them intoa Navigation, for the carrying their
Lumber and Provifions to fuch Markets asthey
could find. They are generally a laborious, frugal,
induftrious People, and may properly be faid to
earn their Bread with the Sweat of their Brows, fo
that they have been able'to raife themfelvesto the
Condition of living comfortably 5 but are fo far
from attaining to any Degree of what we account
Riches, that (excepting perhaps fome few Merchants
and Traders) there are {carce any to befound among
them who poffefs Eftates, which may be valuedat
as many Hundreds per ann. as the Iflanders do of
Thoufands. That their Commerce is much more
profitable to us, than that of the Iflands, is evident
‘to a Demonftration ; for, ten times the Number of
People in a very cold Climate, muft certainly ule
more of our Woollen as well as all other Manufac-

| X tures,
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tures, thana few People in anextreme hot Climate;
befides, we know that the greateft Part of what
they gain, they lay out with us, becaufe of the great
Difficulty there is to get Returns from thence, in
fo much that they are often forc’d to fend us their
Money : whereas it has been prov’d on the contrary,
that our Merchants have fent their Money in Specie

to Barbadoes, to purchafe Rum ; and ’tis moft cer-
tain that we get nothing (of national Wealth) by

the Iflanders, but when they afford their Commo-
dities at {fuch Prices, asthat we can re-export them.

‘As then thefe People have by their Induftry
found out a Vent for their own Produ& to Fo-
reigners, and take in return Commodities which are
very beneficial to them, in contributing much te
the carrying on their Fitheries, to their Trade with
the Indians, and to their own Subfiftence, and
wherein fome hundreds of Veflels, and thoufands of
Men are employ’d, and which is in no wife preju-
dicial, but in many refpeéts advantageous to the

Commerce of Greas-Britain 3 would it not be great

Imprudence in us, as well as putting a cruel Hard-

fhip on them, to deprive them of a Trade which

now affords a Maintenance to Hundreds of Families?
who, if they thould be turn’d out of their ufual

“Way of Livelihood, would be brought into the
- utmoft Diftrefs ; and this only to indulge fome
~ other of the Subjeéts,who wallow in Wealth ; and
- to whom that Scripture-Saying might fittly be ap-
~ plied, Feffurun waxed far andkicked. |

~ But if thefe Gentlemen’s Eyes wercno‘t dazled

- with the glaring Appearance of the Profitsthey
- hope for, methinks they might be convinc’d that

they are ftriving againft the Stream, and labouring

at an Impofiibility ; for asthe French have within

thele
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thefe few Years much increas’d the Production of
Sugars, and are yearly enlarging their Plantations 3
>tis manifeft that the greater Plenty of that Com-
modity muft make it become cheaper in Europe 3
and they having found the Way to foreign Mar-
kets, will conftantly keep them fupply’d. So that
thisimaginary raifing the Price can obtain no where,
but (as 1 have faid before). upon the Briti/b Subjetis 3
and whenever that comes. to be obferv’d, furely the
Legiflature will never fuffer us to become the Dupes
of the Sugar Colenies, but rather open the Sluices
of the Laws, and let in eventhe French Sugar upon
them, ’till they would ferve usat leaft as cheap as
our Neighbours are ferv’d ; {o that by one means
or other, they would be forc’d to. conform them-
felves to. the governing Price in Europe. And
thus when they: had procur’dian irreparable Mifchief
to: their Fellow-Subjeéts, and perhaps loft aBranch
of Trade, which might never be recovered, they
would find at laft that they bad done themfelves
no-good. , o

| fhall trouble your Lordfhip but with one In-
ftance more of the Difingenuity of thefe Gentlemen,
in their reprefenting this Bufinefs of diftilling of
Rum, by the New- Englanders, as a pew Thingin- .
troduc’d within thefe fourteen or fifteen Years, and -
fince they have fallen into this Trade with the
French Iflands 3 whereas in truth they have prac- |

sis’d it for above fifty Years,and were fupply’d wich

Melaffes from the Dutch at Surinam, as well as from |
ourown Sugar Iflands, till the Vent of that Com- .
mOditndCBeaﬁng-@n Ath‘Eﬂ], they were neceﬂ}ta{ed

~ to feek out a farther Supply- from the French.

This Debate, my Lords, is of great Confe-
quence to the Trade of the Nation, and I doubt
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rot, but it will be maturely confidered in your

- Houfe; and that their Lordthips will be fully con-

vinc’d, that any Meafures tending to the advancing

' the Price of Sugars, would prove very fatal to our
- Commerce 5 becaufe it would deprive us of the
- only Means by which thofe Iflands could becorne

profitable to us, (I meanby contributing to the na-

- ‘tional Wealth) which is, when they afford us their
" Produé at fuch a Price, asthat we can re-export 1t

to our Neighbours. But at the Prices they have
1mpos’d upon us of late, we have not been able to
fend outany, and {o have wholly loft that B'eneﬁt 5
which the French have gain’d by underfelling us,
and will certainly hold it, *till our Planters find
means by a better Occonomy to underfell them :
which I am perfuaded they might be able to do, if
they would content themfelves with a moderate Pro~
fit. But whether they will chufe to manage their:
Affairs wifely or otherwife, I am fure it becomes.

the Wildoni of the Nation, to countenance all fuch-

Meafures as may encreafe the Produétion of Sugar§,
and enable us to render them cheaper than. our Ri-
vals, for that will be the only Way to regain the
profitable Trade of fending them to foreign Mar-
ketss in order to which, I'would humbly offer the
tollowing Thoughts to your Lordfhip’s Confi-
deration.

in the firft Settlement of our Sugar Colonies in
the leffer Iflands, moft of the Planters were NEen-
of {mall Fortunes, and confequently they clear’d,
according to their Ability, many little Plantations 3
whicn, when they had pretty well worn out, and
rai’d a Competency to remove themfelves elfe-
where, were bought up by the wealthier Planters,

~and fo almoft the whole Land§ came to be en-
- grofs’d into the Hands of a few rich Men ; where-

by

e
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upon the Numbers of the common or midd]e Peo-

ple, thefe Colonies have very few of the latter, and
confift moftly of a fmall Number of Lordly Maf- -
ters and a Multitude of Slaves, which renders them |
much lefs capable of defending themfelves in Time |

of kWar.

As then there are great Quantities of Land
yet unimprov’d in Famaica, it wou'd certainly
prove a great Advantage to this Kingdom, if
the Government wou’d ufe all Means poflible to
promote the fuller Settlement of that Ifland ; nor
would the Money be ill beftow’d, if fufficient En-
Couragement were given for induftrious People of
the lower Rank to tranfport themfelves thither, by
aflifting them as far as was requifite at the publick
Expence 5 by which Means the Colony would come

by degrees (as thofe on the Continent are) to have

a competent Mixture of the Yeomanry fort of Peo-
ple, which would add great Strength to the Iflands,
multiply the Sellers, and keep the Commodities
at a moderate Price. Proper Regulations fhould
alfo be made in the Diftribution of the Lands ; that
none might be fuffered to engrofs much larger
Tradts than they could conveniently cultivate, ¥
have been thinking alfo, that as our Settlement of
that Ifland, after the Conqueft of it, was begun
in good part, by the Soldiers who were employ’d
in that Expedition ; it might be worth Confide-
tation, whether, when the two Regiments which
are now there have performed the Service they

C ‘were

by they have been enabled for a long Time to |
raife and keep up the Price of their Commodities |
by Combin_ations among themfelves ; and as the |
Strength of all other Countries depends chiefly
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were fent for, it might not be advifeable to give
{uitable Portions of Land to fuch of the Officers
and orderly Soldiers that might be willing to fettle
there, in whole Places Recruits might be eafily
raifed in England. '

To conclude, I do affure your Lordfhip, That I
have no manner of Intereft in the Colonies, nor in
any Trade whatfoever, and that nothing but my
fincere Regard to the publick Welfare has induced
me to concern myfelf in this Difpute; to which I
thought myfelf in fome meafure oblig’d, becaufe
my having been formerly (tho long fince) well ac-
quainted with the Commerce and the Circum-
ftances both of the Iflands and the Continent, had
led me into a competent Underftanding of the
whole Affair. I am no Enemy to the Sugar
Ilands; I know they have been, and may again
be made very beneficial to this Kingdom. I think in-
deed that they ought to be indulg’d with the Liber-

ty (under proper reftrictions) of carrying their,Com-

modities to foreign Markets upon an equal Foot
with the French : And tho’ I fhall not make the
Gentlemen the Complement of begging their Par-
don for fome Expreffions which perhaps may feem
{fomewhat harth to them ; becaufe I think the Un-

reafonablenefs of their Attempt, and their own"

Arguments have required and extorted them from
me : yet I thall always be willing, and as ready to
ferve them, as far as my {mall Abilities and Intereft

will reach, as I have been to {eive the Northern

Colonies, ‘in any thing that may be confiftent with

the true Intereft of the Subjects in general, I muft -

now beg your Lordthips Pardon for having tref-
pafs’d fo much upon your Patience by the Length

of‘
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of my Letter, and that you’ll permit me to have
the Honour to fubfcribe my felf,

My LORD,

Your Lordfbip’s Moft Fuaithful

And Moft Qbedient

%

Humble Servant. -
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