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PR EFACE

, 'HE Author of this publication, fens
. A fible of his unimportance, almoft
loft in fpeculative retirement, and not
wifhing to appear before his fuperiors, did
not intend to prefix his name to it. But
having' experienced, upon a former occa-
fion, how little attention is generally paid
to anonymous performances, and confcious
of .the bold truths, the novel -arguments
and opinions, which he ventures to hold
forth, in this crifis of our affairs, he
thought it iticumbent upon him, as an
honeft man, to avow his principles, which
are genuine, difinterefted, and independent.

To avoid offence, as much as poffible,
in a plan of reformation, which encounters
fo many . powerful prejudices, cuftoms,
interefts, and paffions, he has endeavoured
to- confine himfelf to general principles,
_arguments, and conclufions, free from per-

fonalities: Thefe he fubmits to candour,
‘Where only it is to be expected, among
. Az readers
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' readérs uninfluenced by power, unbiaffed

by_ party *,

The manly, judicious, and difpaffionate
condué of the County Meetings and
Committees, places them in the moft con-

{picuous and honourable point of view, as

guardians of the people’s rights, and their
laft hope and refource, under impending

‘dangers, from domeftic enemies. To
the,  therefore, this “humble labour of

2 fellow-citizen, - is moft refpe&ifully re-
commended " for - their patronage, fo far

only as it fhall be ‘thought to explain and
defend the public-rights, and to co-operate

‘with their own virfuous attempts to en-
lighten, animate, and fave their country.

:® His ftriftures. upori the civil condu® of our Spiritual
‘Rulers, will excite clamoor among religions bigots, and
fuch a5 would ufe the Church for an engine of the State.

.Ifithey are juft, they can hardly be fevere.. ‘Treachery to
© the public, under the mafk: of piety and loyalty, will
. juftify the’cenfure. v - - '

* When the Bifhop is funk in.the Baton, and the, Divine
can be tempted by worldly honours, and interefts,  to

~ become lefs than honeft, there can be no injury to him, or

- his flock, to wifh his virtue greater, or his tempeations lefse.

TO

"'T'o’THE

PEOPLE oF ENGLAND.

>

JLETTER THE FIRST.

Countrymen, and Fellow-Citizens, -

b i N the ordinary revolutions of things, and

the eftablithed relation betwixt cvents
and their caufes, a corrupt and arbitrafy
fyftem of Government, planned by trea~
chery, and adminiftered by violence, feems
near fome important crifis, which may bring
it back to its firft principles. and mafters,
for correGtion and improvement. In this

‘perilous. fituation of the Commonwealth,
you will permit a plain man to throw out

fome general remarks upon the true fources

of our national corruption, depravity, and

Az ‘ diftrefs,
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diftrefs, ‘with the moft obvious means of
reformation, and remedy. A feparation of
the fpirit from the forms of the Conftitu-
tion is political death to a free State. 'To
reftore this vital {pirit of public virtue, ex-
piring under the weight and preflure of
government influence, the people muft rouze
from their {upinenefs, fhake off the baneful
charm of corruption, counteract treachery

" with prudence and eaution, and meet ty-

ranny with firmnefs.—When the public
danger is prefling, it would be worfe than
folly to amufe you with curious fpeculations,
or trivial reforms. .

Teis 'my defign to lay the axe to the root

" of the evil.—To cleanfe the impure foun=~

tains of .law and government, by remov-

‘ing the very means and inftruments of

corrupt influence, in both Houfes of Par-
liament ; by reftoring the true principles of
‘the Conftitution, with fhort Parliaments
and equal reprefentation in one, and finally

annulling the unnatural union of ay ecclefi=

aftical polity with the civil, under one fu-
preme head ; who being-the great patron
of the Church’s dignities and emoluments,

gains by that means- as decided a majority in

the other.—The clipping and curtailing the
people’s moft effential civil rights, and throw=
ing all the power, the prejudices, and the in-

RNt - fluenc&

( 3)

fluence of the church over mens minds and

~fortunes, into the hands of the Crown, hath

fo far annihilated that balance of power
on which the Conftitution refts, that the

forms, and the very name of liberty could
_not have furvived but as inftruments of

deception ; to enable defpotifm to work by
the furer mode of fap, rather than affault.
The temporary reftraint upon the natural

- -progrefs of thefe united powers, arifes from

no change in their difpofition, but from the
fear-and caution taught by the Revolution,
and the fafer policy of corrupting and un-
dermining f{ubftituted for dragooning and
burning: ‘The natural hoftility of Crown

.and Mitre to civil and religious liberty, has

{eldom varied in any age or country, but in

proportion to the muzzle that has been put

upon it, by the virtue and fpirit of the peo-

‘ple.—1 will confider thefe two great defects
~of our Conftitution with a freedom which
it warrants, and the' times demand.—And

‘with regard to the right of reprefentation,

the whole Community or Commons of Eng-
land have equally the 754, or they have it
net at all. - ‘They cannot derive a right from

‘the powers they delegate. It is therefore
an original, natural, and fundamental right,

or it is nothing. It is not derived from, it
made the Conftitution, and confequently has
the fame power to reflore it. + Equal repre-
odaew s o e o fentation
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fentation is the gorner flone, the rock on
which the ftately fabric of freedom 1is erect-

ed, which alone can repel the undermining

waves of influence, and the ftorms ,_.o;f vio-
lence that affail it, When -th?‘qonﬁ;«.t}uent
body is found, a great majority of it, as
manageable by the power of the Crown,
as the reprefentative, common. {enfe. points
out the fole remedy for this great -evil,

which is by enlarging and extending t_hc
ele@ive body beyond' the power of in-
fluence. The right of the people of Eng-
land to choofe reprefentatives in parliament
does not arife, as I have faid befere, from
any kind of legal qualification, which,

“without confent of the people, for the time

being, fuperfedes a right prior to Parlia-
men%s,.m? which alone they are founded,

~ and which is the enly conftitutional {ane-

tion of their legiflative alls; ahd a ,ng’h};
contrary to- patural gguﬁlee‘ can never be

binding upon any principle but that which .

. ) - . . . - i 1 b
is the law of defpotic power. It follows by
a parity of reafoning, that the whole Qom—-
mons of England have, or ought to have,

as much controul over #heir i‘zggmedi;zz‘e repre=
ﬁntatz'w&, the conftituént body, as ¢ /’5)‘ have
over their reprefentatives in  Parliament; . |
-’du.}y;,conﬁdcring that the ﬁt““g Mc’mbensi, "
are truly the rcpl‘cfeﬂm?l"e’?f th’e’?@wﬁf ?0’};' |
. ple,;zﬁmz{gé* th@ QQnﬁi,tuBnt.;, bOdy owiiehn

~they -

(s

they could not be in any poffible fenfe, if
the whole people had no jutt controul upon
the eleCtive body.  For when it appears
that the Crown direétly,

dents, can.render the conftituent. body as
corrupt, and inftrumental to its purpofes,
as_the houfe they choofe, the great end of

this wife inftitution is fubverted, together

with the firft principles of civil liberty. It

- is, indeed, worfe than fubverted, for the

means of '_ffee’dom“'are» become - the inftru-
ment and the fanétion of tyranny.  Parlia-
ments are thenchofen by the Crown, not

by the people ; and that, at an infinite

expence and wafte of the public money,

- which not only ftrengthens its ufurpations,
‘and conceals its fecret plots, by preferving

- the corrupt example, and the lofs of
property, {o far as to wweaken its efforts in

- community only can and ought to apply -

forms, butalfg enervates the kingdom by

times of danger, for felf-prefervation and
defence. L -

or by its depen-

\

- It is therefore ‘evident, that the whole

the.remedy to the depravity of their can=.

~ ftityent, or firft Crepr;:fer‘;_t;ativc, body, cither

by increafing “their number, or "limiting
their authority to fuch ftated ‘Pperiods as

~ their difcretion {hall dire@, to fruftrate the

WACkcd machinations of arbitrary and am-

- B bitious
z‘!?.v‘b ‘
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bitious Princes. |
the only effeual means to cut up fo deep-

~rooted an evil, which has long grown into

the forms of the Conftitution, {0 as to be
miftaken by fome, and artfully mifrepre-
fented by others, as eflential parts of it, is
by utterly abolifhing this corrupt body, and
fubftituting in ‘the room of it, annual
cle@ions of fitting Members, to be chofen

"in each parith for its refpetive county, by
~ all adult natives, not being naturally er le-

‘gally difqualified. This might be done all
over the kingdom, before, eor after ‘harveft,

with much’ lefs trouble than is commonly
imagined. For, as I would root up thofe

"finks of corruption, and ftrong holds of
minifterial influence, the corporations and
~boroughs, ‘as incompatible with' free and

equal’ repréfentation, and would  propofe
only county Members, ‘the annual eletion
of thefe would be};]ik&p’ubliﬂx‘ing the banns

of marriage betwixt the counties and their
~ deputies, whom natural intereft, good

chara&er, and good behaviour, would then
infallibly recommend, almoft - without a

rival. - Where there was but one intereft
to ferve, and that a public one, party and

influence muft lofe their hold, and all

honeft men, of all ‘denominations, would
then conclir in fupporting the ‘candidate -
‘his recommendation:

“ 0 Thefe

&

Buf, perhaps, after all,;i,,

(7)

T’hefc county Members fhould be in pro+
portion to their extent and population,
W’thh is the only fair rule of equal rcprc:‘
fentation, calculated to keep pace with, and
to controul that degree of influence arifing
to the Crown from' the increafe of pe‘opl:
taxes, and revenue. Thisis but the out-
line of a fimple ‘mode of ele@ion, which

appears not only prafticable but eafy. It
is as old as the natural rights of men, and
is the firft principle of our free Conftitu-
tion, to guard againft the abufe of power,
by keeping their affairs and interefts as
much as poffible under their own eyes, and
in their own-hands. But before fo falutary
a reform can take place, which overthrows

; the whole fabric "of corruption, and the
_pernicious ufes which Minifters and their

creatures make of the Crown’s influence,
the people muft be united and decided:in

their plans and refolutions,

The powers of the State being in the
hands of the corrupt rulers, will probably be
employed againft the aual reform, as they
are now combating, by every fallacious a’rt,”

| the principles of it; and a violent confli¢t

- may take’place betwixt power and right,

the forms and the fpirit of the Conftitution,
before the deliberative powers of ‘the Go-

- Vernment can be refcued from the tyranny

B2 | of
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of the executive. Every thing then, ghat
has gone wrong in the Senate, the prime

“mover of all affairs, being annually under

the direc controul of the people, will be
fpeedily fet right.  And when the Majlers
in the State look well to their fervants, in
every department, and bring the;n to
fhort reckonings, their affairs will be
well and uprightly conduced, for this
plain reafon, they will then be directed
'gy the united virtue and wifdom of the
whole nation, not by the. partial folly,

‘caprice, or ambition of one man, {ur-

rounded by crowds of fycophants and
flaves, who will ftudy to blind or pervert
him, that they may firft rob the kingdom,
and afterwards tie it neck and heels. Under

" f{uch a Parliament we thould have few

wars, which, like {maller rwfs, are gene-
rally made for the benefit of thieves and
pickpockets. ~Wars are commonly the
quarrels of crowned heads, from their own

clathing interefts and ambitious views, not

for the welfare of the people. Negocia-
tion would take place, and p\eaccj‘w‘ould
reign under Monarchies, thus effectually
limited and controuled, as experience thews
it does in -Republics, ‘where the people

~ have a due afcendancy over their executive
Magiftrates, and the grant of public

money.  Nor would it then be P‘fﬁ?f‘?mgd’
- o 0 thag

C9)

that one man in an office had a right to

bring three millions of  his equals to his
dirty foot by force of arms, becaufe they
would not fubmit to be bound, at his

pleafure, by the falfe charm of unmean-
ing words, ridiculous prejudices, and idle
prefumptions. -

And among other happy effecs of ﬂaor‘t
and independent Parliaments, we fhould
find the reprefentatives of the people be-

come their patrons and friends, as well as

their landlords, from a conviéion that the
value of their lands muft depend upon the
virtue, freedom, and welfare of their
tenants ; which alone would induce them,
had they no better motives of aion, to
prefer the country intereft and indepen-

dence, to the fplendid vaffalage, and the

foul wages of civil proftitution. The
Senate of England would then, once more,
become venerable for wifdom and virtue ;
no longer a fink, and a f/oo/ of profligacy,
an afylum from public infamy and punith-
ment ; where the leader or Premier, being
but the bloated bawd of the Crown’s am-

~ bition, Courts become political brothels,

and the firft principles and ends of all
Government are f{ubverted to make one

man great, by the debafement of millions;

to

ey,
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to raife a paltry tyrant upon the ruins of
an empire, .

The National Aflembly thus happily

purged of its filth and defilement, the
people would as readily copy their good
example as their bad one; and the corrupt
fources of temporary extravagance once
dried up, ceconomy, and a more temperate
enjoyment of life, would naturally fucceed.
Families would refide more in the country,
and, of courfe, would become more orderly
~and corre&. The calm pleafures, the fo-
cial and felf-fatisfaction of domeftic life,
would be better relithed; which would
cure, in a great meafure, the boundlefs
profufion, diffipation, and licentioufne{s of
the metropolis, and the confequent fimi-
larity of manners, and prodigality of ex-
pence,-copied from it, through all ranks
- of the people, and in all parts of the
kingdom. This will be called vifionary
by men funk in the depravity of the times,
the purfine/s of vicious indulgence, and

refolved not to amend themfelves or their

countrys,

_ But whatever zhey may refolve, the rod
of Heaven's chaftifement will reform where
it is moft felt, among the lower orders of

‘the people. And when that great and

important

L4
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important body, the finews of our firength

and f{upport, are groaning under the fevere

gripe of oppreflion and penury, they will

become the inftruments of Providence to
fcourge their oppreflors, and the means of
reformation to the State. Public diftrefs
creates public union, refentment, and re-
fitance’; and thefe, when general and in "

goud earpeft, are the beft reformers. of
corrupt and arbitrary rulers, |

On ‘t‘his great occaﬁén, -my countrymen
and frlends, equally - urgent from your
. prefent fufferings, and fears of futurity, I

with you to think like men, and Englith-
men, not like Lawyers or Statefmen ';' to
found your rights upon the great charter of
Nature, not that of Runnymead, which is

at beft, a very imperfect copy of the other.
The right -of reprefentation is a natuaral

right, the very balis of the community, the

Conftitution, and Government. - All can-
not altually govern, but all may do it

virtually, by confent, and ‘the free delega-
tion of their ‘Powers to others, the moft
capable’ and, truft-worthy ; and thus thcy
will be governed as #en, by laws of their -
own conftituting, not as leaffs, by the ar-
- bitrary difcretion and pleafure of mafters.

And this unalienable right, if "we confider

the natural propenfity all men have to abufe

- power
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be kept niuer ine watchful eye, and the
immead.are check and  controul, of the

power, for the ficets it prodaces, thould
'y

public, cr they will certainly, in the évent,

J

find their deputies the principals, and
their Stewards will elbow them out -of

th=ir patrimony, liberty, and Propefty.

 There is nothing that an Englithman
thenid more defpife than fearching hiftory,

ftatutes, or records, for thofe rights which
he holds from God only, as 2aman, and a

reafonable being; and inftead of making
liberty and rights the bafis of law, appeal-
ing to any law but that of natural juftice,.

as a ground of popular rights. The laws

being commonly interpreted by the crea-.

tures of thofe who adminifter the Govern-

ment, no favourable conftruétion for the .

people’s rights can be expected from men,

whofe natural prey is both on the rights
and the people. It is an affront to com-

mon fenfe to call them independent, while

farther honours and emoluments are in-
view, to be obtained by a facrifice of the
laws to power, agamfi the rights of the

people.

“The Crown, like the libertine Charks
the Second, may beget an houfe of Lards .
Te proftitution of the

“of its own, upon t
o law

¢ 13) |
law and the church.  Any battered /s
of Weftminfter-Hall or Aybb’ey, rflfo;f)‘zié
| pacefi, and hacknied.ﬂin_c’ompliance iﬁi‘s
qualified for Peerage. And if the p,oinx
Qf intrigue can be carried againt the virtue
of the India Company, that fertile miftrefs
will fill the other houfe with . the fame
fpu‘n‘ou‘s» iffue, equally devoted to the fame
Pohtlcal parent. For it will be utterl
impofiible while the fyftem of corruptiox{
PI‘?V&}IS, and the rotten boroughs and cor-
porations pollute the fountains of legifla-
tion, for any country gentleman to bid
agam{’t ‘Court Nabobs, with the plundcf of
the Eaft in their pockets; with minifte-
rl_al protection, honours, and douceurs m
view on one hand, and the rod of p.erfécu—
tion impending on the other. o

To reftore, therefore, ‘annual Parliéménts

~for the counties only, and thus to. recover

the Conftitution and liberty of England
l?y the fole ufe and end of Parliamcr%tg,n :;.
gree:,ani equal reprefentation, I will now
Iraw  the outlines ‘of a plan for that
purpofe. S for that

I. A n’urh bcf not exééedin‘ - ﬁxhundr |
nor les than five hundred annd‘; ﬁfty.,-tfetc-'}é; |
conftitute the Houfe: of .Co'minons; and to

-'_reprefcn'g the counties only, .. -+

C 2. Middlefex

?




( 14 )

5. Middlefex, as containing about one

tenth of the inhabitants, to fch an equg}

“proportion of Members.

3. The extent of the other counties re-
latively, may perhaps, one time with an-
other, be a fufficiently accurate rule to re-

' gulate their number of reprefentatives.‘

4. The whole to be called Knights of
the Shire, and the qualification to lie in the
county, otherwife to remain as at prefent.

" ¢. The ele&ion for each county to be
parsoc}rgal, and annual, in the Parith Veftry,
or Town Hall of each parith. The Churcl&
Wardens to be the returning ofheer.s, an

the High Sheriff to receive the parifh rle;-
turns, as Returning Ofﬁcer Ge:neral for the
county, and to publifh’ them in the county
news- papers upon declaring the eleé‘uon. |

6. All adult male hat.ives not being. na-
turally, or legally difqualified, to :bg entitled
~ to vote, or capable of afeat..

Idiots, lunatics, aliens, paupers, and
prifoners, perfons under any kind of influ-

ence from the Crown, or’ holding :\tenegs‘
fubverfive of -civil or religious liberty, to be
deemed natural difqualifications, ,mcom_l‘))a;-
Lo . v , ,b Vo A }c.- : tl c

H
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tible with the principles of a free ele@ion,

and an independent reprefentative: and all
perfons not natives of England, her Colo-
nies, or Plantations, to be confidered as
aliens to the rights of eletion and repre<
{entation. e

8; All legal qualifications,  tefts and re-
ftraints, deftru&ive of natural rights, to be

abolithed, and none to be confidered as .

legally difqualified to vote, but fuch as are
naturally fo, not being native, free, and
‘ufeful members of the community.

9. The old parliament not to.be diffolved
till the return of the writs for the new,

which would' render parliament perennial
as well as annual. ‘ ‘

10. The‘geﬁeral elecion to be limited

'to a certain time before, or after harveft,

as may be found moft convenient. The
candidates to be nominated as ufual at a

county meeting, to advertife in the London

and county papers one month before the
eleGtion, and not to canvafs till then.

1. To guard againft the influence of

the Peers, too commonly devoted to the

- Crown, it fhould be ‘deemed a breach of
_privilege, and a high mifdemeanor, for

CcC2 Peers

St
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Peers openly to recommend, put in nomi-
nation, or canvafs for any candidate; no

‘Peer’s eldeft fon thould b.c; eligible,

12. Officers in the:army and navy having

ualificaticns in the county to be equally

eligible with other gentlemen, unlefs under.
the denomination of aliens. |

This, as 1 faid before, is apparently a
a flight tketch from a hand not ufed to
fuch nice and complicated delineations. -!t
has however in this rough ftate many evi-
dent advantages: It will be attended but
with little trouble or expence. The bufinefs

| ‘will be tranfa&ed at home, and i_n the moft
leifure part of the year—It will employ

men already known and conﬁ.'dcd in,
through all the parifhes, and will create
a very falutary check upon all the returning
officers, .and upon one another.—It will

“exclude adventurers, with plunder frem an

Indian butchery, a gaming table, or t.h/cv
public Treafury.—It will fofter and cherifh
the natoral landed intereft, and make a

- reciprocal good‘underﬁanding between the

landlord and the tenant, the farmer and the
labourer. = - A S
There will be little or.no temptation to

arc

-

" other man’s.

¢ 17 )
are not only cut off; but when it becomes
the firft concern of the landlord to guard
his conftituents, his eftate, and his parlia-
mentary intereft from minifterial encroach-
ments. He will then probably foon learn
to confider himfelf a# fosme in his own houfe
and lands, unmortgaged for court luxuries,
and minifterial dependence; and like a true
Englithman, will choofe rather to ftand on
his own bottom, and ground, than' any
And if his eftate be confi-
derable,  he will gain more by guarding
himfelf and his tenants from minifterial
rapacity, than by court favours.  But it
will probably be cbje@ted to this plan, as
to moft other national reforms, which com-~
bat prejudices, and particular interefls, that
the ‘burgage " tenures, boroughs, corpora-
tions, and freeholds, which I propofe with
fo little ceremony to deftroy, have been
from time-immemorial, the property of in-
dividuals, " and cannot lawfully be taken

from them. ‘To which I anfwer, if the
‘people of England have a right to freedom,

they have a right to' free and equal repre-
fentation ; and confequently no individuals,

‘or fubordinate bodies in the great -com-
_ munity can have a right to obltrué or pre-

vent fuch reprefentation. If this be the
great fundamental right of the whole peo~

| ple of England, on which both the Confti-

~ tution,

Fp
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( 18 )
tution and government are founded, no ity
ferior rights claimed under, and by virtue
of it, which at the fame time are incompa-
tible with it, can be lawful and valid.
Freeholders votes are no farther a right te
individuals, than as the means of ferving
and fecuring the firft facred claim of the
nation, to be free, and freely replfcfe-nted.
The right is civil and focial, not perfonal;
it regards the citizen, not the man.—When
therefore this right is corruptly perverted
from the citizen to the private benefit of
the individual, the right ceafes with 1ts
public utility ; for this obvious reafon, a
general right or benefit cannot yield to fuch
as are private ; nor while freedom is legal,
can it be legal to deftroy freedom. The
fame conclufive argument applies with {till
greater firength againft the more venal pri-
vileges and franchifes of boroughs and cor-
porations ; and ftands in full force againft
the whole conftituent body, when perverted
from its duty, and influenced to betray
thofe national rights, of which it has long
been the inadequate, the treacherous guar-
dian. Its powers therefore are felf-annulled

and void by the traiterous abufe of its truft

and office.  The fame demonftrative truth
abolifhes feptennial parliaments—a felf-
created ufurpation upon the firft principles
of the conftitution, which a jefuitical im-

" ' o poftor

( 29 )

voffor cal.ls the « ground-work of it,” al-
though. its fole ground-work is the peoples

rights, not the forms which betray them.

Nor is this argument confined to one
houfe of parliament only.—Legiflature and
government are both amenable to the tri-
bunal of the people—and when any man,
or body of men, civil or facred, in either
houfe, are uniformly hoftile to the rights
of the people, and 1inftrumental to the en-
croachments of the Crown, their rights
and privileges are, de jure, forfeit to the
public' rights, under, and in aid of which
only, all inferior rights are held. Civil
rights and privileges are annexed to trufts
and duties.—The duty neglected, the trufts

‘betrayed, the tenure is void, the privilege

loft.—A Spiritual Baron, for inftance, that

‘wages political war againft his country’s

rights, under the fole banners of the
Crown and Minilters, is recreart and
apoftate in both his chara&ers.-~—His coun-
try and religion both difclaim him; and
the facred, unalienable rights of the whole

-do fuperfede and diffolve all powers and

privileges inimical to the State and Nation,
and fubverlive of that natural, parent autho-
rity, from which" they originate, and muft
ever, in the order ‘of truth and juftice, be
{ubferVient.’ "This truth, which came from

) - ) [ . BN Bl . d qu’
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fubje&ts owe the tyrants neither duty nor

( 20 )

God, does not fear an earthly throne.—
Kings, entrufted with the executive powers
of the State, and bound by oath, and by
law, to ufe the peoples ftrength and wealth
for their protetion, and profperity, if they

pervert the folemn truft and officé to their

own aggrandifement, agamnfi thofe public
rights which created the office, and limited
the authority ; thould their confant efforts

be to fubdue and enflave, to annihilate the

peoples rights, and ufurp them to them-
Free born

allegiance, but on the contrary, abhorrence,
defiance, and refiltance.—The public weal is

‘the fupreme law on which governments

are founded, and by which, when per-
verted, they may be reftored, and amend-
ed.—-From thefe fclf-evident principles,

~ which it is to be hoped, degenerate as we
_are, no Englifhman will deny, it is clearly
“a grofs abfurdity to {uppofe a natural public
~sight can become a legal private property.

The purchafe of free mens civil rights is
upon the face of it, illicit, becaufe the
traitor who {ells is entrufted with other
mens rights as well as his own.
rights which made government and laws,
cannot be alicnated, or annulled by them.

‘Such purchafes are void in themfelves, if a
county reprefentation did not  effeCtually -

prevent

Natural

( 21)

prevent them. When men are fold like
cattle, with the land; and the fee fimple
of free choice, of civil and moral condudt,
goes to market with barns and pigities,
it is high time to affert the dignity of reafon
~and freedom, or to renounce the Great

Charter, and all other titles to humanity

and virtue, |

It is notorious that populous cities and
corporations have fometimes had fewer
conftituents than members. Dr. M-y
is faid to have fublimated by chymical pro-
cefs, the whole power of the wvenerable
corporation of BATH, into the fmall com-
pafs of his own perfon, nay, even to have
carried it about in his pockez, as a precious

“effence, far exceeding the odour of rofes.—

And the fame thing has been done for ages
by Weymouth and Melcomb-Regis, to the

great emolument of the Te——r family,

though not equally fkilled in the arts of

- extracting, and {ublimating, with the fore-

mentioned /beral phyfician.

I fay nothing about the SeoTcH repre-

fentation, becaufe I think the Members

principles in as little danger a$ the people’s
Gberty, or property. And their religion,

like their thiftle, is too fplenetic and barren,
‘to fear any attack. Their Peers who fit in

D Parljament,
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Parliament, for the honour of" their own
country, and the fafety of this, fhould be
rendered lefs fervilely dependent upon Ad-
miniftration, if it be in human policy to
devife the means. But, I had forgot, that
when one houfe is emancipated by popular

virtue from minifterial tyranny, the other

will not be worth the purchafe, had he the

‘means to make it.

I have now, as far as I was able, gone
to the bottom of this great national con-
cern; and have all along affigned the
grounds and principles of the reform.

And as I amtonﬁdcht, folly and wicked-

nefs combined could not contrive a more

partial, unjuft, or defeftive fyftem of re-
prefentation than the prefent; more open

“to corrupt influence, more liable to defeat

every purpofe of the inftitution of parlia-
ments, or more likely to be made the guard
of defpotifm, rather than the bulwark of
freedom, I fhall make no apology for the
magnitude of the objed, the boldnefs of
the attempt, or the novelty of the plan.—

1t is profefledly a rough fketch, the chief
~defign of which is to cut off the foul medium
~of ‘corruption, the conflituent body; whofe
‘only ufe in the Conftitution, to which it
does not naturally, or originally belong,

{feems

( 23 )
feems to have been, to iwite fedu@ion and
influence, to break the force of popular
union and interefts, and Aefray what could
not be conquered, while every free man is
his own conftituent, and the equal guardian
~of his own birth-right inheritance, of free-
‘dom and property. “

At prefent, an handful of corrupt beggars

- may enflave a great nation, generally virty-
ous, brave, and honeft. 'This could net

be done under county reprefentations enly,
and annual parliaments, unlefs the Crown’s
revenue were fufficient to corrupt a majorit

of the people—~which being utterly impof{
fible, the very attempt to pack a parliament
for the infamous purpofes ‘of defpotifm muft

- ceafe  when every man guards his own

1'ights, and a fingle traitor in arotten bo-
rough can no longer fell the liberties of an
hundred honeft men, to the eternal re-
proach of a pominally free Conftitution,—

Artful and'ambitioug,. ftatefmen, who with

~ to avail themfelves of the prefent mif2repre-

fentation of their country (the bane of every
principle of the Conftitution) in order to

~-ufe a conflituent medium as the key of

national wealth and power, will be read
to fcout any fyftem of reform that defeats

their avarice and ambition. " But I am per-

Dz 7 fuaded
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fuaded the plan is as praticable as it is
patriotic, and may eafily be improved into

a perfection that muft give ftability to the

conftitution and liberty of England.

| I-l‘éévé""it' tb t_nﬁore‘fkilfu:l and patient

‘hands to mature, and pafs on to the other

great fource of the Crown’s corrupt influ-
ence, the union of the ecclefiaftical polity
with the civil, under one fupreme temporal

 head, and a Conftitution in CHURcH and

S\’I.“’A"I‘Ef' L RN
. LETTER

( 25 )

LETTER THE SECOND,
e |

Coumfry}nm; and Fellow-Citizens.

¥ N my firft Letter I have confidered the
B civil difeafe under which the Conftitu-
tion has long fuffered and groaned, viz. the
cruthing influence of the Crown upon all
ats vital parts ; and I have prefcribed what
appears to me, to be the only effeGtual

‘vemedy, annual parliaments, and equal, or

rather a full reprefentation of all, not na-
turally or legally difqualified, by the very
principles and ends of reprefentation. This
plan is fimple and uniform in its defign,
adequate to its objed, neither local, tem-

‘porary, or partial. It takes off the me-

dium, conftituent body, the inftrument of
corrupt influence, makes every man who

‘choofes it’ the equal guardian of his own

freedom-and property, and by reftoring the

“true {pirit’ of the Englith Conftitution, if

any thing could give ftability to human

 gffairs, muft render it immortal.

~In order to guard this precious inherit- -
‘ance at ‘all “points, from corrupt fpiritual
: inﬁ‘u'ence,L ‘as-well as temporal, which is

- moving

R0 -
e e
B T
fEE e



g T
TR e

i

SR

LA
ST

T R
Fs fe s

i gt SRR

(26 )
moving every engine to defeat the pious
and patriotic reform, it is become neceflary,
and it is high time, that the unnatural
union of the ecclefiaftical and civil polities
under the Crown_ fhould be diflolved.—
This is the fecond fource I mentioned at.
fetting out, of the Crown’s influence, which
has long been regarded by the wifeft men,
and the beft friends of their country, as the

‘moft rotten, and dangerous part of the

Conftitution, and no lefs prejudicial to re-
ligion and morals, than hoftile to public
liberty. Since it is thamefully apparent to
all, that this awion is in effelt, a corrupt
dependence, and inftrumentality of the Mitre

to the Crown, for purpofes too well known

to want an explanation.. Ca e

A mtre is a fpiritual crown, which indi-

cates a rule over the mind and confcience.

.And a Conftitution -in church and ftate, i$
‘a prieftly dominion in the firft inftance, {up-
<ported and feconded by the civil powers.—

A junétion that-is never neceflary, but

‘when the government is above the laws,
*and the religion above reafon;. that. is,
;when they are both a fare juggle to keep

mankind in ignorance and flavery. It is
peculiarly unfortunate for fuch a combina-

tion, when the author of the religion has

pronounced his kingdom not of this world ;

Cand mdaxped . hunnhty, mecknefs, and the

| paflive

( 27 )

paflive virtues as the great criterion of hig

doétrine, and badge of his difciples. But

impofture is not eafily abafhed when wif-
dom connives, folly believes, and power
protetts.—I am fenfible of my dangef on

holy ground.—It is more rotten and trea-

cherous to the foot than any other bog.

Rinaldo in the enchanted wood, was not

furrounded with greater perils, than the

chivalry that ventures to affault the firon
holds of prieftcraft. The powers that be, as
v‘tell as thofe that be not, are let loofe again&
him.  Imps of power, demons of darknefs
,go!:)lms'of ' I:.rcll“, moniters, and hydras, ané
chimeras dire, are unkennelled to devour

him. The very men who wallow in fen- -

fuality, in the pomp and vanities of thj
‘ ) . t!

wicked world, as their chief apparent ooolcllS
would appall their fimple flock with -bbug:
be.ar;d and ]{pe&res,‘ the airy machinery of
prieftly policy, and the very -

B 2 peoples flavery of

‘ I am a friend to the church, and with
1t always to profper under the protettion
of the State, but not as a pars of it.—The
parochial clergy are highly ufeful, orna-
mental, and refpectable, ~ It is the dignified
fecular drone, who is, and alwéys will be
dan‘gcrou.s, ‘and therefore obnoxious to the
community.—~It is indeed almoft fupciﬁuoué

at
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at this time of the day to remark upen the

powerful influence arifing from the forms

d tenets of an eftablifhed religion, When
2}?;1 tCeilown is the head and patron‘.ofhyhg
church, the great difpenfer of x-the igh
dignities and emoluments of t}.lé ‘f?pelﬁzi
Clefoy. And this patronage being thrt .
extended to parifh preferments, to t c:f \‘lm-?
verfities, and great public {chools, orrtnz
not only an extenfive 11}teref’:, Put 1creat };
early prejudices in the mind, which \a)‘(r t
foundation for blind attachment, or corrup

~fervility in maturer life,

not the Church hatched and foﬁgre
ed}?ﬁler her wing, fuch men as. LAU]l)é
M-—-rk—-m, &c. a free country wou
never have been difgraced with Fllglc_:rs bgr
Sm—ts, who blindly fucked in t e}r i-
gotry and flavery from }lhefe n’u:fetsh(;f 1 ;Jbzi;i:
ition and tyranny; {laves at the
:ﬁltt;:g? of Chri)f(’cianity and freedom, who Pr&:
{tituted their office be_low the Pagan ;;x:lg
hood, by giving divine honours to hwkmg_,
rinces!” And yet, thefe holy fycopt a?ts’,
1;vho flatter kings into tyrants, have the face
to talk of the Contftitution! Even the pro-

fligate, mitre-hunting bell-weather, whe

rings an a/arm to Church and King from

the peaceable petitions of the Counties to

Parliament, profanes the nailne* olf Cﬁx:f;;g;
ion; agh the very word, which means
tion; although ¢ y » whi e

(29 )

a compact between the governed and go=

. verning, is repugnant to every principle of
his Tory creed, and the monftrous union of
- Prieft and Prince, forming a many-headed
papal power in a proteftant country. For
it fignifies little whether thefe powers unite
In one or more, f{o long as zhey all unite in
the Conflitution and government, and as
the patriot Burke infinuates, * can bind
the confcience by ftatutes.” |

And we fee in fa&, that the ralers of the
church, in all concerns of the State, move
almoft as obfequioufly to the nod of the
Crown, as if the Mitre were upon the fame
head. Being the creatures of the Crown,

‘they are not wanting in piety, faith and
- homage towards #4ar Creator. ‘They com-

pliment the Minifter's devotion to the
church, with their own civil powers and
principles, and the rights of the _nation,
and do in fa@ betray, and furrender the
Conftitution, all but the zame.

After poifoning  the fountain-head of
fcience, religion and government, ‘they
carry corrupt influence under the cloak of
loyalty, to the feats of legiflation, and the

altar of God.  Thefe Holy Barans wage no

 war with “ principalities and powers, or

fpiritual wickednefs in high places.” It is
{ufficient for them to blow the trumpet in
T - Zion,
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Zion, againft herefy and infidelity, and
found the alarm againft patrioti{m and f{edi-
tion. Their devout followers and cham-
pions go forth to the battle with equal
ardour, and equal reajon, when the charge

" is founded by pulpit drum againft Saracen,

or American, Mahometan, or Prefbyterian;

-and they give their apoftolic fan&ion and

benediétion to any religion, Papift or Pagan,
that will fight the battles of the Mitre and

‘Crown againft civil and religious liberty.

1n ¢his conteft, ever fierce and bloody, we
have loft the dominion of the vyef:em
world, with that of the feas, and this once
free and glorious kingdom is now a fpectacle

of horror ! a vaft political ruin! a wreck of

fallen empire rent afunder, and overthr_own
in the fame fatal quarrel of princely priefts,
and prieftly princes! the great and little
Popes of a free proteftant people !

* The mongrel chara&er of a Spiritual Ba-
rony a Lord Biflop, as alien from nature as
from Chriftian fimplicity, {hews in minia-
ture the ridicule of a Conflitution in
Church and State, and the monitrous union
of principles and powers oppofite and irre-
concileable. | L

 An ecclefiaftical polity in a free State, in-

vefted with compulfive and penal authority
B | o '~ over

(31 )

over the mind, is a contradi&tion of the

groffeft kind, even though thefe Lords of

the confcience and the State, have conde-

- fcended to wave the snguifition, and to qua-

lify the tyrant act of uniformity, with what
is impudently called a toleration for free
men and minds to think for themfelves.
If the people would lay the axe to the root
of that corrupt and fatal influence of the
Crown, which has fwallowed up the Con-
{titution, by annihilating the independence
of Parliament, this uznatural and moft cor-
rupt union muft be diffolved, this rotten part

muft be cut off. For it the fupreme head

and mafter of the Church can give the people
leave to think, it was very natural in Mr.
Smelt, or any other Tory bigot, to fuppofe
his drvine prerogative entitled him to pre-
vent their fpeaking. ‘

The very idea of a tokration to exercife

the faculties of reafon and confcience, which
God made accountable, and therefore fiee,
1s an infult to divine laws, and a mockery
of all human rights. For a foleration is an
indulgence ; it might, or it might not have
been granted, at the pleafure of Govern-
ment ; confequently, not being regarded as
a right, it may be refumed, whenever the
intereft, ambition, or fafety of the Crown
and Mitre fhall think proper. = And the
great partiality fhewn in this reign to Papilfts,

E z - proyes
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proves to demonftration what ufe Minifters
would make of Church power, if they dared.
The Canada Bill avows it to be the with of
Government to people the great continent
of America with idolatrous Papifts rather
than Proteftant Diffenters. For itis a moft
unpardonable offence to the divine right of
Crowns, and the divine commiffion of
Mitres, for any people to think of govern-
ing themfelves without a Royal licence, or
to worfhip God without epifcopal warrant:
Royalty, tutored by prelacy, will {corn to
originate from, or be accountable to, any
~ thing under Heaven. And prelacy, having
pofleflion of the Fitherman’s keys, will
kegp both its gates and wickets faft locked
againft all {chifmatics and heretics. Thefe

owers have often contended for the lead in
riding the people. Sometimes the Prieft has
held the bridle for the Crown, at others,
the Crown held the ftirrup for the Prieft.
And in this conteft for precedence betwixt
the two Imp---rs, feas of human blood
have been {pilt. In England they have
compromifed the matter, after being both
kicked out of the country at different times,

- and they are now mounted on one horfe ;

but the Prieft, to his great mortification, is

compelled to ride behind. His ftomach,

however, is ftill- greéti,l:and he fupports the

claim to his former dignity, although he

waves the exercife of it—for- the prefent.

C 33 )

He has yet a filent fpiritual Parliament, or
Convocation;  his {piritual prerogatives,
courts, palaces, thrones, train-bearers, &ec.
and keeps his princely ftate above all fubjects.
The humble fucceffors of honeft Peter, not
only take the uppermoft feats in the Syna-
gogue, but in the Senate; nay, they take
the lead in the State. "To fhew that this
Government is rather Jacerdotal than civil,
they have chriftened it a Cenftitution in
Church and State; and whenever the Rdyal
wifdom fhall be pleafed to appoint a Cardi-
nal, or Epifcopal Minifter, his ftyle will

~uniformly be, Ego, & Rex meus. "Prepof-

terous and unnatural ‘unions are our bane.
They cannot thrive in nature, and Provi-
dence will not blefs ‘them. Men do not
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thiftles.

“The civil eak is ftunted, poifoned, and wi-

thered, by the lewd, ferpentine embraces of
the ecclefiaftical ivy. John Bull is devoured
by Pharaoh’s lean kine from the north ; and
our fertile cultivations of land, commerce,
and arts, are choaked by the barren, hun-
ry, invidious thiftle. The Scripture fays,
ye cannot ferve two mafters, God and Mam-

~mon. But Churchmen give that text the

lie, when they become the a&ive tools of
a .proﬂiga‘te Mirifter, or the mutes of his
Divan. Indeed, the whole fyftem of eccle-
fiaftical promotion from principles of po-
licy, is a {yftem of Chriftian profanation,
It is horrible to think of ynprincipled, time-

R jf§rying
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ferving men, being appointed by the civil
power to the higheit paftoral care of Chrift’s
flock, merely to ferve the bafe intrigues of
Adminiftration, and the wicked purpofes of
arbitrary power.

Can there be a greater infult offered to
our holy religion, and. its Dwm_e .Authqr,
than Government’s éribing the .I\/Ix‘rlfﬁc.rs of
it with epifcopal revenues, dignities, and
authorities ! It is doing all in its power to
make Heaven itfelf acceffory to its crimes,
by facrilegioufly employing facred gfﬁies;_
and facred property, to the moft criminal o
all purpofes. - Itis like placing Judas Ifcariot
in the feat of Peter or Paul. Their tem-
poralities are but little better,.though fo much
areater, than the thirty pieces of flver.
And fuch is the correlpending piety, and

principlef of Government, that Minifters

feldom confer the cloven crown but where
the cloven foot has already appeared.. Thefcé
ri"piritual Lords, the /zuf?zb/e dlfcxplcz 0
the Carpenter’s Son, wxll_condefce.n fiio
own that their mafter’s kingdom 1s {pi-
ritual. ~ But they ac as if they confidered
the fpiritual kingdom as a little chimerical ;
and. for fear of a difappointment, have very
dilcreetly taken care to annex to that

ceverfion, as much as they could of the

powers of the State, and the property of the
pedple. It is an earneft, and forao%forqe
alte of the joys of Paradife ; and there 1s
t‘,\(’tc 0,(' ¢ joy: 1 i

( 35 )

nothing like a good earneft in hand, when
a man has not the greateft faith in
covenants and promifes.— The Church
might have been well contented with ijts
large and ftrong hold upon our faith and
lands, without coveting a fhare of the

- Civil Government alfo. But a Church

militant here on earth, it will be faid,
requited Church Barons; and thefe
Barons might have been rather ridiculous
had they not been armed by the civil power.
The only good reafon to be given for this
union is, that the Church in lefs polithed
times, has been thought to want civiliza-
tion, as much as Courts generally want re-
ligion. But, at a period, when the prety of
the Sovereign is not lefs diftinguithed than

v,the politenefs of the Clergy.—When the

Keepers of the King’s confcience are exemplary
jor every virtue, and his Minifters of State
vie with his Chaplains in_fasith and devotion,
I fee no reafon why the Baron thould not
ftick to his politics, and the Bifhop to his
text. The peerage will not mend the
prieft’s humility. It will, on the contrary,

- adulterate and fpoi/ the chara@er, and give

an itch of quality, pride, and prefumpticn; :
where it can anfwer no other end than to

‘make both the profeﬁ]o“n and the religion -

centemptible. A little liberal-ity of fenti-
ment, and honeft pride of independence,
o | o " would
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hem, thanm
1d much better become them, ‘
Ivffr?ting after fecular honom:‘s, bendmg the
kn'ee.}with implicit devotion before th’e
thrine of Majefty, the idol of St. Stephen’s.
Chapel, or the humbler altars of ;nferlqr
patronage. .

" guch is the Crown’s influence over the

ecclefiaftical eftablithment, that the very

religion are corruptly and wick-
:ﬁ;eﬁr:rfled aggainﬁ the {pirit of liberty and
the Conftitution. A profligate hierarchy al;c
not athamed to declare before God 'arlljd td e
people, in grofs flattery of crewned ga s%
¢« that nothing lefs than' the bloo fo
Chrift can expiate the ju# punifhment od_ a
tyrant, which is falfely called a murder,
and a Martyrdom,” and the bloody hypogcr_lte
is not only canonized in a Proteftant

“Calendar, but moft blafphemoufly com-

ared with their Saviour, in many parts of
the fervice. :

s religion is proftituted to the
Thus religion is proftituted: ]
thamelefs purgpofes of a corrupt a.nd arb;-.
trary policy, which deftroys 1ts influence

" and renders it contemptible, by fhewing

' its hi ‘Minifters regard it in
ittle its higheft Minifters regar ‘
h:’):g‘cilcl;t etliou_ghg they have the confidence
I;d enforce it upon others, under fanctions
of temporal and eternal punifhments. The

( 37 )

powers, annexed to the fpiritual office and
chara&ter, and fo be acquired by fervile
{ubmifiions, and dithoneft compliances,
have the moft direct tendency to defeat
every civil as well as facred purpofe of
religion, to the community. The great
finccure - dignitaries, remnants of Popith
tyranny. and gleanings of rapacity, ought
‘to be abolithed as a part of the Crown’s

- corrupt influence, and the wages of floth

and fin.  Thofe rich clufters of the eccle~
fiaftical vineyard which now erown the

- vacant brows of the idle and fenfual plu-

ralift, thould be given to men who have
borne the heat and burden of the day; they
fhould go to augment the fmall livings,

~and raife the Curate’s penury to decent

,ﬁ;bﬁﬁcerice. Sinecures and pluralities which
opprefs fome with thimeful wealth and

- luxury, while they leave others to want

and mifery, prove the lax ftate both of
principle and difcipline in the Church, and

call loudly on the juftice and humanity of

the nation to teach a Chriftian Hierarchy
fome bowels for their fuffering brethren.

Tythes aré an odious and invidious mode |
of fupport; a ground of perpetual con-
tention. By rendering  the parith Prieft
wholly independent of his flock, they have
no check upon his behaviour, but muft

 fupport the meritorious, and the worthlefs
T alike
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. alike. For the prieftly power being art-
fully interwoven with the State, thc:: Px;‘leﬂ,
as \szell as the Crown, talks of Ais divine

right of maintenance from ‘the labours g‘f
thofe, who, poflibly, neither believe his

‘do&@rine, nor refpeét his office. An eftab-
lithed religion, and a corps of {piritual re-

gulars, well difciplined and broke to Go-
vernment fervice, may be as neceflary to
the Crown, as a regular army, although
both of them, in the opinion of many,

“may not be very ufeful or neceflary to

the public..

Education by Clergymen only, with few
exceptions, is another grand fource of
influence, by foftering thofe high Tery
notions of kingly and prieftly power,
which a flavith priefthood firft broached,
and which would foon give way to a more
liberal inftru&ion, in other hands: Men
will always take care of their own interefts
firft.  And as long as the Crown anq Mitre
have a civil conne&ion, and joint intereft
in ruling the State, abfurd myfteries will
not be wanting to keep the people in ig-
norance and fubjection.

A veil will be thought neceffary to bide
the fplendour of Majefty, the arcana of
State, and the myfteries of religion, though
it fhould really conceal n‘othing‘but{ tﬁxc
e olly

JRSONI

( 39 )

folly of one, and the knavery of the other.

Smeltyfin 1s congenial with Gothic halls,

inexplicable creeds, and {uperftitious rituals.
And the effect of College education is, for
that reafon, moft confpicuous among mere
country gentlemen, who pafs from “the
common room to their fox hounds and ftables,
and carry little with them but vociferous
ignorance, and drunken prejudice, rooted
and eftablithed on the moft implicit cre-
dulity in conniving Prieftcraft.

Such men (and fuch the kingdom
abounds with) who, inftead of being the
ornament, are the difgrace of education and
their country—bred, or rather Jed, by the
needy dependents upon the Crown, and its

‘creatures, they have been, d¢ faéto, bred by
- the Crewn for its own purpofes and {ervice,
~and a Jibera/ {fupply of fuch Sheriffs and

Magiftrates as will be ftaunch to Church

~and  King, whatever ‘becomes .of their
 country. Thus the minds of our - gentry,

and liberal youth, are early bent and
biafled by the Crown's influence, through
the church, as much as if thefe young and
tender branches of the community had
been grafted jnto prerogative, and nailed
to the church wall by a Markham or a
Smelt, to bring forth fruit only for the
fupreme, and inferior heads of the Church.
I would by no means be thought to attack
| , F2 = e

e
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the Hierarchy. On the contrary, I de-
voutly with to fee the Church more re-
{pectable and honoured, as it would be, if

ftripped of its borrowed plumes, Peerage

and civil authority. In whatever conceriis
its fpiritual funétions, as far as confiftent

“with liberty of confcience, the law of the

land, and the {pirit of a free Conftitution,
I am for granting the Church the fame
toleration, which, -in the plenitude of its
power, and its indulgence, was granted us,
—when it could no longer be refufed. In
their own province and diocefe, let them
rule their inferior paftors and flock; but,
in State matters, they fhould not be. tolerated.
The influence which religien gives them
over the laity, is very fufficient, without
annexing to it civil honours, and legiflative
powers, to difgrace the one, and betray
the other. ” | :

Let them wield, in the name of Heaver},
‘the paftoral ftaff, and the apoftolic keys, if
their “difciples’ choofe 5 but let not ‘the
balance of the State be lodged in the fame
partial, - mercenary hands, to give the
Crown the fame afcendancy in on¢ HoExfc,'
that a corrupt, unequal reprefentation gives
it in the other. If we muft be betrayed
and fold to tyrants, let not a Proteftant
Church become the Judas Ifcariot ! -

It
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It is dreadfully alarming to the friends
of liberty and their country, to behold the
Crown’s univer{al influence in Church and
State ; which, confidering the principles of
the one, and the ufurpations of the other,
1s little fhort of a general combination of
both againft all the rights of the fubjeGt—
Parliaments are openly packed againft the
nation— Juries, and Courts Martial, Jor, or
againft individuals, as they are fubvervient,
or obnexious to Government. The dig-
nified and parochial Clergy, the law, the
Lieutenants, the Sheriffs, and Magiftrates
of counties and. corporations, and the
officers of the army, navy, and militia, are
garbled, as far as art and influence can

extend.

The public offices, revenue officers, and
contractors, in all branches and depart-
ments, civil and military, are a leagued hoft
of enemies to their country, as far as Go-
vernment is hoftile to it. Againft this
univerfal influence of the Crown and its
dependents, in all relations and concerns,
civil and facred, what principle or power is
left to the people, to ftem fo mighty a
torrent of overbearing intereft and autho-
rity over their minds, perfons, and con-
dition ! ‘There is only one remedy which .
Heaven has provided, in compaffion to
human frality and depravity, for fo fatal a
S mifchief,



“recoil upon their eppreflors will be in pro- -
portion to the weight of violence that pref-

&
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mifchief. ‘The natural love of liberty and
of country, when a people is fubdued by

- corruption, will not avail. They are then

doubly enflaved, by their paffions and by
power. But in this fallen and hopelefs
ftate, the infolence of oppreffion fometimes
effets what popular virtue and refolution
gave up. Power may f{afely proceed under

- the forms of Government, law, and reli-

gion, {weetened by bribes, to tie a people
neck and heels, and, in that prone pofture,
their own indolence, and the artifice of
their rulers, may perfuade them they are
free, at leaft, as free as the nature of order,
and good government will admit. ‘But, if in
this humiliated ftate, the tyrants will pro-
ceed to add infult to eppreflion ; to trample
on the fallen; to gag the mouth of com-
plaint; to rob even poverty, and wantonly
murder the defencelefs If - nature be
not extin&, if reafon be not become prone
and brutith, they will then roufe to indig-
nation, refentment, and refiftance, and their

fed them to the earth.

But, alas! when we confider the multi-
lied powers of the invader, the habits of
fervile fubjection, and how much almoft
every individual feels, directly or indireétly,
his influence and controul, the profpect

affords
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affords but little comfort. In the quarrels
of the Crown for power and dominion
honqur or revenue, who is it that extort;
the cruthing tax, and violates the perfon of
the fubject, for inftruments of its pride or
vengeance ! Does it not ##flf, by the
mouth of bribed Senators, and mercenary
Lawyers, juftify the robbery and the out-
rage? Should the injured parties feek re-
drefs from the laws, are not #4ey alfo fallen
benc?ath the general influence, and become
parties with the aggreffor, and the wretch-
cd fubjedt, already injured paft reparation,
redrefled only by farther punithment, and

~ frefh mockery of his fufferings ?

I have thus, my countrymen, told you
very freely my opinion of your fituation—
If you profit by it, I fhall not have loft
my labour.” At any rate, I have done
my duty. B |
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A LIST of BOOKS and PAMPHLETS publifhed during’

the laft Spring. ,

Printed for J. Almon, oppofite Burlington-Houfe, Piccadilly.
7 N ENERAL Burgoyne’s State of his Expedition from Ca-
* nada, with all the authentic documents, aid many
circumftances not made public before. Written by himfelf,
Illuftrated with fix plans of the attion, the country, &c.
finely engraved and colonred. A new edition, in oftavo,
price 6s. in boards. o ‘ B
A Memorial, addreffed to the Sovereigns of Europe, on
the prefent ftate of affairs between the old and new world,

. fecond edition, price 2s. 6d.

Whig ; a new edition, prite Is. S
“The Out-of-Door Parliament; by a Gentleman of the
Middle Temple; price 1s. 6d = . v
A Letter from Loxd Carysfort to the Huntingdonthire
Comnmittee, price 6d. ‘ : I
A Letter to Lord Cranborne, Lord Lieutenant of the
county of Hertford, price 6d.” = - o . .
The Syftem ; occafioned by the Speech of Leonard Smelt,
Efq. at York, price 6d. ’ S -
Lifts of the Majority and Minority in the Houfe of Com~
mons on the z1ft of February, on Sir George Savile’s mo-
tion for an account of penfions: and on the fixth of April on
Mr. Dunning’s ‘motion on the increafing influence of the
Crown, price 3d. , T
A letter to, the Whigs, price 6d.
-~ An Addrefs to the Reprefentatives in Parliament, upon
the ftate of the nation, price 6d. . S A
Confiderations upon the French and ‘American. War,
Pprice 1s. ‘ S -
Obfervations fur le Memoire Juftificatif de Ja Cour de
Londres. : Par P. A. C. de Beaumarchais, price 1s. 6d.
Ogilby’s Traveller’s Pocket Book, a new edition with im<
provements, including the late roads, price 1s.6d.

Confiderations on the late Difturbances ; by a Confiftent’

A new edition of Mr. Collins’s Peerage of England, cor-
reéted and continued to the prefent time. In eight volumes

o&tavo, price 2I. 125, 6d. elegantly bound. v
The Parliamentary Regifter. Publifhed monthly, Con-
taining the fulleft apd molt accurate accqunt of all the Pro-

ceedings and Debates in_both. Houfes of Parliament ; with

all the interefting papers, accounts, &c. which are laid upon
the table for the perafalof themembers. Price 1s. each number,
 The Remembrancer ; or, Faithful Repofitory of Public
Events, Publifhed monthly. Price 1s. each number. 'This
work began in June 1775, with the commencement of hofti~

tinued monthly to the prefent time.
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