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Ofthe CITIES of . ’

LOI\DON mm’ WESTMINSTER.

LFTTERI

Conmzmng, The Introduttions and- a. mceﬂzry
Cautiony. that unlefs the honeft few . are zéalous
s n begmmng @ Reformation in themfelvess and
pramotzizg the fame in the Body of the Peop/e,
@ .35 paft the . Power of the. Magifirate, or of
. any buman Pawer, to redfqﬁs our prefem Mf
fo; /zmes ' -
H‘E' almoft univerfal Contempt ;of
e Religion, the: toral . Perverfion of
“the Morals,  efpécially of. the lower
< Clafs of Pcople, the infinite Num-
= ber of Robberies, and other moft
enormous Crimes, that prevail. at. this Time,
in-this Metropolis,. and Parts adjacent, are be-
come the  Subje of every Man’s ‘Complaint,
and call aloud for the Attention of: every honeft
Bubjelt 5 but ought particularly ito awaken.the
B Concern

A

TR

jie AR




Concern of the Legiflature, and. every Perfon
entrufted with any Degree of Power, to apply
fome fpeedy and effectual Remedy to the
growing Evil, that threatens the - Peace and
Deftruion of the Community, - _'
That Prophanenefs, Infidelity and practical
Atheifm, that Luxury, Prodigality, Idlenefs,
and every Species of Wickednefs, for which our.
Language has a Name, have. fpread themfelves
like a Deluge over the Face of the whole King-
dom, “is a Truth no Man denies ; all are fenfi-
ble of the Evil that threaten us, every Indivi-
dual confeffes the dangerous Malady that preys
upon the Vitals of the Body politic, and all
with one-Voice ¢ry out for Redrefs, and a

‘fpeed}t»r Reformation  of thefe - glaring - Abufes. -

But from whence this Salvation is to be expedt-

ed, whete the Reformation is to-begin, or how -

the Cure is to- be " effeCted, is ‘a- Myftery paft
the Comprehenfion of moft Men 5 and the
Tafk itfelf fo arduous, .that few Individuals,
however otherwife qualified, have Courage;. fo
much as ferioufly to make the Redrefs of thefe
publick Calamities, the Subject of their Confide-
ration. . We .are in the State of a Merchant,

who - has-allowed his "Accompts to. lye fo long

in Diforder, who has™ permitted  his “Affairs to

run into fo great Confufion, that he dares: not

bring his Books to a Balance,. for Fear lie fhould

find himfelf undone paft Redemption ; and fo

cither out of Lazinefs or Pufillanimity, ‘permit

~ Bankruptcy and Mifery to overtake him 3 when,

perhaps,

(3)

perhaps, by a little timely Care, he might have4

prevented - the fafal . Difafter. and rved hi
Credic and VTchutati?xi.é#e%" an_d ?r-éﬁfmd "hls
The Diftemper. . is i’t'xd,-;e_,c_l:j ~dan‘géro£is~ iﬁe
whole. -Mafs is corrupted, cv:'ery‘ Lxmb,and
Mem’ber2 feiz’d with a mortal Gangré‘éjh' “and
a Complication of Difeafes puzzles the Sl;ill of
the Phyfician.  However, we are not yet incu-
xable s there are fhll Officinals in the political
Mczlerz:a» Mdz‘m- potent enough to- eﬁ'e&t-‘tyilc
qure, if it is attempted by fkilful Hands a d
f:t ‘ld;ifzy;d till\the Patient is fo far -wéakén:d<=gy
‘tne Diforder, as to want Stre o thro’
the Operation. - . Want Strenth © 50 thee’

- As-itis every Man’s Intereft, who has 2 Va-

Iue for his Peace, and the Safety of his ‘Perfon

and Property, and ever S Dt ol g
the leaft Regard for th}; lgjgds (?ful?g | gcl:s vt
and;the Happincfs ' of the Commo}z{%eaffhnggy
WlIh .for- a Redrefs - of thefe: Gri_evancés V' ah’é ;O’\
contribute all in_his Power to puta ‘Stop 1o
'th-at'rﬁ)?’fent.- of Vice and Immoralfiy that o% y
whelms the Nation. I hope, Sir, you wil o
think it /impertinent' in “me to Iéyv;bcfdre ' :u
my Thoughts.on that - important Subjedt ; Zn;i .

to endeavour, as the firft Step towards the Re

mOYal;" @f thefe Complaints, to trace thefe Evi]
to tlfef;j-’“’Fountain Head, that,!théir pro er I{IS
medies: may be applicd. Every Man, the
moft Jignorant- Creature in the Kingdom" fe I
the Difeafe, and the moft hard-hearted ; X
moved with Con;paﬁiop for the. Crdes, ihi
B2 daly
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- datly fall, T may fay ufelefs ’Vi&ims{ to the Laws
"of the Country, without the fmalleft Profpect

of a Decreafe of thofe ‘Crimes, ‘that bring fo

“many to Deftruction, and robs the ‘Publick eve-

Yy Seffions of fo’ many of its M;r’xﬁbéfs ;- but it
is very few that are able to trace ‘thefe” Calami-
ties to their real-Source, and confequently - they
-muft be utterly uncapable of pointing out the
"adequate Means of Redrefs. The Vulgar, and

by much the greateft Part of the People, are

‘utterly -uncapable’ of fuch a ‘Difquifition ; and

-our Superiors, Men  in Power and high Life,
“are too far removed from the Scene of A&ion
to have fufficient Matter or Information - to fi-
pifh the ‘neceffary Enquiry to’an Affair of fo
complicated a Nature; that I am ' equal to the
Tafk I have undertaken, I will not take upon
me toaffert; but as you know my Motives dif-
“interefted; fo I flatter myfelf, your ‘Candour

" will take ‘the Attempt in good Part, efggcially

fince if I fail in the Defign, it may. awaken
others more. capable, to employ their ‘Time and
Thoughts upon -a :Subject of 'fd”gréati‘lmpbr-
tance to the Publick. - Lol

It is common on thefe Occafions for People
to cry out for new Laws, feverer Penalties, for
military Guards, Executions, and other dange-
rous Corrofives, to be applied to the quick
fpreading Evil. Thefe are the firft Suggeftions
of the Vulgar, and of fome Men, who think

their Stations fcreen them from being rank’d " |

“with the Mob. They have no Plan of Go-
' vernment

(s5)
vernment but Force, and no- Coericive ‘but ‘what
i founded on Fear, Cruelty and Vidlence ; chiey
arc ap to blame the Laws in Being, or the Ma.
giftrate in Power for the publick Calamity, and

think that publick “Misfortunes are ofily to be
‘removed by cutting, flathing, and continual Am-

putations. LT e B
~ But before I proceed on this intended En-
"qt;_iry, 1 would recommend it to all TM'en,' who

‘have any Opportunity to remove their Preju-

‘dices; 1 fay, I would recommend it to fuch,

535\ “a Truth that ought to be inculcated on all
‘Occafions, that unlefs there is a general ’I‘)"ifpcf’.

fition in the Body of the People, 'to co-operate

with the Magiftrate in the Suppreflion of Vice
and Immorality; and in_the Execution of the
Laws againft publick Offenders, that itis out of
vthf:'f”ov.ver' of any human Legiﬂaturé; to con-
trive Laws, that can make that People honeft,

’happy, or free, If Vi‘rtﬁ@:'and}Lib:rty prevail -

in a Country b.lef‘s"d_Wit‘hl a Conftitution fuch as
ours, it muft be owing to that Difpofition pre-
vailing in the Generality of the People; with-

out which, ‘cither ‘thé Government muft be en-

tirely military, and the Subjeéts kept to their

Duty by planting a Bayonet at every Man’s

Door, or they mutft be in the State we dre now
in, free from legal Force and  Violénce, but

Bond-Slaves to Vice, Luxury, and z’gll" Degrees '

of Wickednefs;  which may in Time bring this

~ ugly Confequence along with it; that the few

honek

A

v

have any Influence with the People, to'all who / -
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honeft Men amongft us, will be neceffitated to

- put into the Hands of the Government fuch g
Power as may -enable j it to fecurc thexr Perfons

and Properties from Robbers 5 but leave both
at the Mercy of a ‘wicked or defigning M xmﬂ:ry,
and to " put into their Hands a Force fufficient
at the Pleafure, to ﬁnp us of what they have

faved from their Band:ttl Ina Word I would be

underftood to mcan that unlefs every Indxv:dual
who complams of thefe Abufes, begms the Re—

}ormatlon within hxmfclf in, his own Famxly, a
and in his own Praéhce, unlefs . every Man in

his’ Statxon is zealous in. encouraging Virtue and
Induﬁry, both by his Advxcc and Example

unlefs every Man, who pretends to be “honeft, .

and withes to be free, makes a Pomt of Confcx-
ence of profecutmg and brmgmg to Ju{’ace eve-

Iy Oﬁ'ender againft the Laws of his Country 5
unléfs ‘the inferior Sprmgs of Government,

entrufted’ thh the ]:.xecuuon of the Laws, are

obliged and kept clofe to the Difcharge of their

Duty It is in’ vain to look for better Times,
1t is need!efé to make new Laws, or. multiply

‘penal Statutes, and Madnefs to-expect, that any

Means projeéted by the Wit of Man, can. be

eﬁ'eé'tual to remove the prefent Evils, except- :
ing by fuch a Remedy, as to every. Britifh

Subje@ muft appear worfe: than. the Difeafe ;
that is, unlefs that Dxfpoﬁtlon is in the Genera-

lity of the People, and all Means.ufed to pro- .
mote it; human Policy can invent no Means

to ﬁop thc Proorrefs of Vz,ce, or fecurc our Per-
fons

fons dnd’ Propertles from Thleves, But by em-
~ ploying fuck a Force of Guards and Garrifons
as muft reduce us to, @ military Form of Govern-
ment, and leave -us ennrcly at - the Mcrcy of

arbitrary Power, .~ g
~T'o the thinking Part: of . Mankmd, t:hxs Doc-

- trine muft ~appear almoft. felf-evident, and

therefore -fome, may.  imagine, .that: in the very
» Qpening of my: Enquiry, : I have fuperceded the
Neceflity of any. fuch - Thing,; and fhew’d  us
only ‘that our Situationis. defperate, and chat we
have no Choiceleft, but either to.continue Slaves
to the Ravages of Midnight Robbers, and comn-
mon Highwaymen, or at once throw up our
boafted Conftitution,, and become Slaves to.a mi-
litary Force, fomething like which. is-nearly ap-
proaching, when. the Authority of the civil Ma,

| giftrate is at.fo- Jow an Ebb, thata chkpocket

cannot be fentto Jail,; nor a petty Gammg.houf; i
fupprefs’d without the-pompotis Affiftance of the 4
military Power.- For, fome may think,. that the
Conditions on.which I have founded the Succefs
of any future Regulations for the Redrefs of thefe
Grievancés, dre, in their Nature, next to im--
poffible to be complied with, that is, fay they;
the Morals of the People arefo much.debauch’d,
there is-fuch. a-total - Neglect and’ Contempt of )
every Thing relating to the publick Good, that
not one Man in a Hundred, much lefs the Ge-
nerality of the People, think themfelves; in any
Meafare bound to - premote it. If then that

Dxfpoﬁuon is neceﬂary in the Generality of the
People,
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.Peoplc, before our publick Grievances ™ are re-
drefs’d,  we muft defpair . of ever fecing that
~ happy Period,  without omnipotent Power lhould
‘work a:.Change . in the Hearts of the Inha-

bitants of thefe, once happy, Iflands.

But our Cafe it not quite fo defperate 3 for tho’
the Morals of the People are much debauch’d,
and tho’ it is abfolutely true, that thefe mift be
‘mended before the wifeft Regulations can have ¢
their filll Weight; yet; they are-not fo far-gone
in Vice, but- they may-be" reclaim’d; and fen-
der’d fit for Freédom, and worthy. to be free.
If the ‘better” Sort ‘of People, if ‘the Clergy
if thofe,” who "thoroughly - convinc’d “in their
Confcience, of the Neceflity of a ‘Reformation,
will but- every Man begin the ‘Work upon him-
felf, and in’ ' his “own Family 3 ‘the Generality, -

the Vulgar, who are but bad Mimicks of: their -

Betters, will foqn follow their Example, will be
foon ‘cured of “their foolith - Prejudices, . that
make ‘them ‘at prefent fo much. in Love with
Vice, as to oppole. every Meafure that tends to
fupprefs it. . /
~ Let us fuppofe the Vulorar, which I take to
be no lefs than nine Parts in ten of the ‘Com-
munity, to be as wicked as we can imagine;
yet, if the other tenth Part are truly virtuous
and fincere in their Defires for a perfect Refor-
mation, it is in their Power to effe&t it without

. - . I ¥
any Nnew .. Law, or any coercive POWCI‘, more -

than what exifts. Let every Man examine his
own Condu&t impartially, and afk himfelf fe-
rioufly,

B30 P L e 2 e A e i S e i e
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rioully, is there any Vice, that I have either
connived at or encouraged ;-is there any Folly
or Vanity tending to debauch the Morals of the
People, that I have wink’d at or promoted ? Do

I'know of any . Oﬁ‘enders againft the pubhck

Laws of the Kingdom calculated for reftraining
Vice and Debauchery, that I have conceal’d
from the Knowledge of the Magiftrate, or
fereen’d from Juftice oyt of Intereft, Party
Views, or a foolifh Compaflion? Have I been
remifs in fupportmg the Authority of.the civil
Magiftrate, and oblig’d him by my Negligence
to have annconﬁu:utxonal Recourfe to the mili-
tary on almoft every trifling Occurrence? Let,
I fay, every confcientious Man afk himfelf
thefe Queftions, and anfwer them truly, as I
believe moft Men muft, in the Affirmative; let
him reform thefe Errors, and tho’ the Number

- of fuch honeft. Men are few in Proportion to

the Bulk of the People, yet, I dare venture to
affirm, that, wnhout a Miracle, the Manners
of the Vulgar “will foon take a different Turn,
and Laws calculated for their Freedom and Hap-
pinefs operate naturally without Force or Vice
lence, and produce the Effe¢t propofed.

- It is to thefe happy, thinking few, that this
Enquiry is direfted, and for that Reafon, I fhall
point out the Means, by which the People have
been debauch’d, and the Prejudices and Errors, .
that oppofe the Growth of a Reformation; that
thefe removed, the Laws already in Being may
have their Force and Efficacy, and fuch further
C - Regu-
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Regulations made as the Circumftances of the

Times require, without meeting the Fate of
moft Englifb Statutes, of being made to be read
only, and not to be executed 5 but I'have already
exceeded the Bounds of a Letter, and am,
" SIR,
- Your moft obedient, and

Mot bumble Servant.”

LETTER

LETTER IL

Containing, the partial and carelefs Execution of

the Laws, the firf grand Source of our Vices.

The Caufes and groundlefs Prejudice that prevetit
their Execution enumerated, ViZ. Weaknefs and
foolift Compaffion.in fome, Selfifbrefs, and Difre-
gard to the Publick, and Lazine[s in others, aiid
the wrong Notion moft entersain of the Nature of
* what is invidioufly called an Informer s the cars-
lefs Choice of Grand Fury-men and Conftables,

and their remiffnefs in their Duty, with & Paro-

chial Affociation, propofed to dete Offenders, and

Pun{[bmtnf._ I

 Difeounitenance fuch Prejudlices as prevent their

sIR, - - |
—y—HO’ it’s a melancholy Truth, that there is
no Country on Earth, where Viceand Im-
morality is fo predominant as in this Nation,
efpecially in thefe great Cities of London and
Weftminfter 5 yetit is equally true, that there ig
not a Kingdom on the Faceof the Globe, that

can boaft of fo many and fo whelefome Laws,
calculated ‘with great ‘Wifdom, and enforced
with proper Sanctions to difcourage Vice and

promote Religion, and the Prattice of Vit-
tue and Piety, - To Look at our " Law-Books,
" C 2 and
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and examine our Colle@ions of publick . Statutes,
“a'Foreigner would imagine, that it’s impoffible

for aPeople to be more Happy, fince in " thefe

Books and Collections there is not a Grievance
that can happen, but what is provided with a
Wife and adequate Remedy, there is no outrage
upon our Perfon, no attack upon our Proper-
ties, againft which the Law does not provide
a fafe and eafy Redrefs ; yet, let the fame Man
_examine the Enormities that are daily committed
in our Streets, the Account of the ftrange and
‘unparalleled Crimes that are committed in all the
‘Roadsand Avenues to this Metropolis, the mife-
rable Complaints that are in the Mouthsof every
Man againft Wickednefs unpunithed, he would
be apt to conclude, that we were a People, with-
~out Laws, without Form of Government, but
like the Hortentos, Savages, in a mere State of

Nature, without Humanity, or any Veftage of

civil Polity, In a Word, Sir, we have the beft
Laws, butthe worft executed of any Nation un-
~der the Sun, ‘andto this Source we may trace
.the prefent enormous Growth of Wickednefs and
Impiety; and till thofe we have already are
~drawn into Execution,  it’s needlefs, nay mere
- Madnefs, to create any more ufelefs Scarcrow
Statutes. . |
There are, Sir, fome Prejudices, founded on
falle Notions of Things, but ftrengthen’d by
- Cuftom, and authorized by the Example, even
-of the wifeft and beft amongf: us, that prevent the

~Execution of our Laws. To point out thefe fhall .

be

st~ o Tt
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e ‘the Subject of this Letter,  in which though at
firft Sight, I may feem fingular in’ fome of . my
‘Opinions, yet I flatter myfelf on a patient Hear-
Ang; -1 fhall convince you, and the thinking Part
.of Mankind, . that my Notions are founded on
Reafon, o RS

* +Inthe firt Place,. Selfithnefs fo far. prevails

~-over the Minds and Difpofitions of -all Ranks of

People, that few or none think themfelves under
‘any kind of moral Obligation, ' to ferve the Pub-

-lick, unlefs they. are paid for it, ‘and even then,

they are more anxious to receive the Sallary and
‘Perquifites, than to difcharge the Duties of - their

“Office 3 every Man has fix’d a foolith and unna-
‘tural * Diftin@ions  “between - himfelf  and . the
‘Government, making them two diftiné Bodies,
+ purfuing different* and ‘contradictory Interefts.
‘He looks upon Government as "2 Burthen, and
‘thinks if he pays the unwilling Taxes,  he has
‘donethe Part of a true Subje, and that he is no

way concerned in the 'Execution of ' the Laws,

‘or obliged to detect any Infringement of publick

Statutes,  unlefs he isin a particular Poft, entrufted

~with their Dire@tion. But a wife-Man, fo happy %

as to be a Subje& of Great-Britain, - ought to

‘know, that the Government and the People,
the Legiflature and He are truely the fame Thing,
that it’s impofTible to divide them  either in Na-
‘ture or Interefts; that he himfelf is a Part of
“the Government, as well as of the People ; that
_the Taxes he paysare to himfelf, for his own
Ufe, Benefit, and Happinefs ; that the T.aws and

Satutes
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Statutes fen‘?a'&éd are virtually of his own making,
~_as much as if he had deliberated upon and voted
for -their pafing, and.cenfequently, that heis'as

much perfonally injured by any Infringmerit
againft the Spirit and natural Meaning of thefe
‘Laws, as when his Debror forfeits his Bond or

_Articles, and equally concerned in Honour and

.Confcience to ‘.puniﬂmthe,_ Offender, as tofue his

Debtor to Execution, oran-Arreft.

. Buttho’ few Men will own themfelves fo \S}gak

as to: deny this Doérine in Theory, yet there

4re fome. other Prejudices that prevent the Effects
‘of fuch a Perfuafion ; for though I know it 1s my

. Duty as a Subject, andasa Chriftian to detect |

and bring to juftice all Offenders againft the pub-
ick Laws, ' yet many are - hindered from it by a
foolifh, effeminate Compaffion; they are tender

of their ‘poor Neighbours Eafe, and cannot find
~in their Heartsto be the Author of any Man’s |
‘Mifery, however much he may have deferved it.

“They fee the Thief, and let him pafs, faying

et the Villain go, let him fall into fome other
- Hands, I care not to be the Ru'm'_f'of ~any

‘Man.  Thus out .of pure Humanity »_‘torllr_xdivi«
_duals, Villainy goes unpunifhed, the Laws are

trampled on, and the Publick bleeds by the

‘Means of his beft natured, apd*frjxoﬁ: com-
paffjonate Sons but if true Benevolénc’e moves
the Heart of ar honeft Man, the Publick muft

e the firft Object of his Compaffion, and as he - |

knowsVice unpunifhed doubly ‘W ounds the Com-

mon-wealth, and multiplies Evil upon innocent
‘ Inviduals,

Inviduals, the wife Man fteels his Heart againft:
the weak and worthlefs Sugg_eﬁions' of Pity for
the Crim.i‘r;al,‘ feels every tender Emotion for'his
Perfon, but zealoufly purfues him' to condign

Punithment, out of Compaffion to'the “injured

many, and the violated Laws of his Country: *

-~ Fhis ill-timed Pity, and efferninate ,Com-
paflion, is firengthned by the Lazinefs and Indo-
lence of many; they cannot bear the Fatigue,
apd» perhaps grudge a finall Expence: to- brin "
th{e mc?ﬂ* Guilty to- Juttice.: ~They think: i¢ aﬁ
Iﬁ’{’c_;}Tilme that is {pent in - the Service of their
Country, and' cannot prevail: on “themfelves  to
ﬁgql a Moment from the” meft triﬁibg*’;%émﬁfc;
mient, or from the important Bufinefs of doing

nothing, to vindicate violated: Juftice, and. to

fecure their own, and: their Neight

teure t ] *Neighbours Property:
fr-om ’leefme and: Oppreffion, however, gmc’i
it may be in their Power, It’s impoffible: that

thefe People: can think of the- Conféquence: of

their remiffhefs and criminal Indolence; or- tha
they have any Notion that they fﬁemae:fve? J]h;;
F.‘rlcnds, Neighbours, Children, and: lateft i"bﬂéi
rity are deeply interefted. in the Execution-of the
Laws, and fuffer a flow, but-certain Poifon, to
adt: upon their Vitals, as long as they ‘c‘onéi‘ve
at the Breach of, or ncgle& to bring to Juftice

any Offender againft the Public Laws of theit

Country. ~ But Thin ow come to fiich
our hings are now come to fuch
Cnﬁs, | that we' muft either lie at ‘tHeMerc;f Ggg
every defperate Villain, that'canjpufchéfc,a‘c;a{’é
of Piftols, tobid us ftand and ’dcliv”cxﬁ or 'ﬁ'dt;?
: T mit
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mit to the wife Pro;e&: of a late Projetor, of

havinga Soldler, or aGamfon of Soldlcrs planted.

at the Diftance of every Quarter of a Mile
throughout the' ngdom, and fo hold all we

have - at the curtefy of a Mllxtary Power ; fure

this muft awakf:n our Attent:on, roufc us from
that {’cupld Indo]ence, and enduce every Man,
that has a Senfe of Confcience, every Man that has

any Property to lofe, or any Notion that Liberty -
is worth perferving to exert himfelfin this Station,

in. fupprefﬁng Vice, and thefe Neft and Semi-
naries of Vice that debauch ‘the People, and;in

bringing to. Pupifhment every Species of Oﬁ'en-‘

ders agami’c the Public. Peace. .~ .
- But fuppofing our Compa[ﬁon dlre&ed to it’s
broper Obje& the Public Good, and that Dan-

ger has alarmed the Indolent ; there is yet another

fafhionable Prejudice to -combat, -that is; :that N
‘Cuﬁom and the prevailing Opinion has fixed a |

Kind of univerfal Odium, and Scandal upon the
Man, who i is fo.handy as to: inform ‘the. Magi~
i‘crate, 'or aﬁii’c him in. brmgmg the blackeft
Oﬁ'enders 10 Juﬁxce, fuch as do,. are at .beft
Tooked upon as. officious, bufy, meddling, trouble-

- fome Fellows, are thun’d -and . difpifed by. mo{‘c
- Men, and by many branded with the odious Name

af Informers, Spys, . Eplthets, now become fo
fcandalous, _that no Man, who values his Repu-
tation, _dar*’s appear openly to profecute a Villain,
except the Injury has been perfonal to- himfelf, by

which Means thoufands Efcape, that otherways.‘ B

would fall : a Sacnhce to m_}urcd Juftice,
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‘Ina Country, where the Government and Peo-
ple are two diftin& Bodies, that is, where the Sub-
Je€s have no Hand in making thofe Laws that
govern' them 5 -it- may poffibly happen, that
Penal Laws may be fo multiplied to fupport the
bafe Purpofes of Tyranny, aid Arbitrary Power,
that an honeft Man in fuch a Kingdom, would
be athamed to enforce {uch Laws, elther by In-
formatxon, or any other Affiftance to the Ma-
giftrate.  In fuch a Country, Infor mers may
be juftly look’d upon as the Pefts of Civil Somety,

~and the bafe ' Fools -of Tyranny and Oppreffion,

But in a Conftitution fuch as this, under which
we live, where the Lawsare made by the Peo-
plé, as wéll ‘as for their Intereft, Informers
againft Offenders ought ta be Iooked upon in a
quite different Light, - fince we muft fuppofe the
People confentmc to no Laws, but what are
manifeftly for the public Utility, and confequent-
ly, that every Man that enforces them, or ‘brings

- Offenders - againft them to Juftice, ought to be

looked upon asating the honeft Part of a Patrior,
But the Generality have annexed to the Word
Informer the Idea of a Wretch, ‘who has fold
his Soul and Body to ferve a wicked Miniftry ;
who has no other View in giving Information,

but the mean Defign of enmchlnc himfelf with .
the Penalty, and the malicious PIeafure of plague-
ing his Neighbours, without any Regard to the
pubhck Intere{’c And for this Reafon alone, it
is now certain, that the Magiftrate has no other
Means- of coming to the Knowledge of Delin.

D gyents,
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quents, but from Wietches of the above Cha-

ratter 3 who, as Money is their Motive, take
Care to inform acamPc none, but fuch as are not
of their Gang, or ‘that have not Money to pur-
chafe thexr Connivance aqd Protetion,

Is it any Wonder, then, that our Laws are
badly executed,” when thexr natural Guardlans,
thofe who have.enacted them, thofe for whofe
Intereft they were made, are athamed to protect
them, and have left them to the Care and
Management of Thieves, Plckpockets, and the
Scum and Off-fcowrings ' of Mankind ? I think
it is no Miracle,’ that they are not, but rather that
thereis any. Notice taken of them atall, Are
Men’s Properties become fo little their Concern?
Are our Liberties of fo. htt e, of little Value to
E;zglzﬂ)mm, that they are athamed to be inftru-

mental in. brmcmg to Juftice thofe Wrctches.

that daily commit fuch Outrages upon the' one,
‘md fap the F oundation of the other? Is there
no Man who has fo much Valug for the Public,
or for himfelf in hxs pubhck Capacity, as to
combat this baie quudlce, and boldly own
hxmfclf a Prot;e&or of thefe Laws he himfelf has
framed, and bring to Juftice Delinquents from a
Motlve of publlc Spmt, without Regard to the
mercenary View of the Penalty?
I am not here contending that an honeﬁ Man
ought to. bufy himfelf in difcovering every Delin-

quent againt all ‘the Penal Laws, that have crept of

]ate into our Conflitution; I mean only, that as

there are Laws already  in being, capable of reform-

ing
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ing the Abufes, we are now i peaking'éf, Laws that,
if duly exécuted, and all Offenders againft them
impartially profecuted and punifhed, would be a
rational Means to recovet the loft Morals of the
People, reftore the Authonty of the Civil Magi-
ftrate, and free us from the Dread of Thieves and
Hzorhwayman I fay, thatas we have fuch Laws
if honeft Men, Men of Charadter and Repu-
tation, would openly inform the Magiftrate of al]
Oﬁ"enders againft thefe, and ﬁrenuouﬂy infift
upon their being profecuted and brought fo
Juftice, the Spirit of Reformation might fcize
the Body of the People, and thefe "N'eﬂ\'s and
Semmaries of Wickednefs, that has fo 1ong de-
bauched the People, at laft rooted out. It is re-

markable, that a Gin-feller, a Bawdy houfe-
Keeper, &e. is not afraid of their reputable
Neighbours, no, they are fure of their Conni-

‘vance, if not their Prote&tions they ' are only

afraid of Strangers and Villains ; but if . every

“honeft Parithioner would himfelf inform againit

thefe, andall fuch othur Abufes of the like Kind,
as are tranfatted under Bis Eye, and with lus

‘own Knowledge, we fhould rot, in fix Weeks,
“have any Grounds for the numberlpfs Complaints,
made by People who exclaim againft Abufes '

they thernfelves promote by their wilful Conni-

~vance.  Sit ‘but half an Hour in Company with
any fober Houfe-keeper of the Parithes of 7.

Martin’s, or Covent-Garden, you cannot fail to

hear him exclaim againft diforderly Houfes,
Street- Walkers, ' &F¢. and hold forth pathetically

a2 enough
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enough againft the fatal Influence fuch Places
have on the Morals of the People, and the Peace
and Safety of the Public. Admit his wife Obfer-
vation to be juft and true, and he joins with you
in withing fuch Houfes fupprefs’d; afl him if
he knows any of them in particular, he will own
that he does 5 but urge him to go and inform
the Magiftrate, Whofe Hands are tled up without
fuch Informatlons, and this quem]ous cood Man
thrinks back, makes fome flight Evafion, and
concludes, that he fcorns to be’an Informer ; that
is, that he expects the Mam{’cratc is to come to
the Knowledge of thefe Abufes by Infpiration,
and that it is beneath him to ferve himfelf by re-
moving the Subjet of his juft Complaint on the
Public, by bringing publick Offenders to Juftice,
for Fear of a Name that has nething in it that
thould fr1ght a Man, conicious that he acts from
a Love of Juftice, and Motive of publick Good-
But there is fo much in this Name of an Informer,
that fome Allowance muft be made for fuch ftrong
Prejudices as are againft it 5 and therefore, to re-
move their Force, 1 would propofe, that fuch
Gentleman of Reputation, asare convinced that
the Peace and Safety of the Public depend upon
the due Execution of the Laws, would break the
Ice, and give an Example, by publickly inform-
ing againft Delinquents that come within their
Knowledge, and refolve never to ufe their Credit
or Intereft, to fcreen or conceal Offenders from
publick Juftice. For this Purpofe I would re-
commend an Affociation to be fet on Foot in

every
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every Parith in Lowndon, Wefiminfier, and Parts Q ma/wr

adjacent, of the principal Inhabitarits, and moft
reputable - Houfe-keepers, by which-they  thould
bind themfelves by the moft folemn Engagement
to difcover all Offenders againft: fuch ‘Laws as are
calculated for. preferving the Morals of the Peo-
ple, and fecuring their Propertics againft the Out-
rages of Thieves, &F¢, and to profecute fuch
without Favour or Affection, or -Partiali 1ty, to
the utmoft Rigour of the Law.

Such an AfTocxatxon would: foon - reﬁore thc
Laws to their full Vigour, encourage People of
alower Clafs to  defpife the Name of Infor-
mer, and to difcover many Abufes that come
oftner within their Knowlédge, than “others of
a higher Clafs; and by that Means, we may
expet to fee thefe Cities freed from thefe. Neits
of Vice and Impiety, that gives fo much Scan-
dal and Offence to Religion and Morality.

The Parith of S8t Paul’s,” Covent-Garden,
have in fome Meafure begun a Thing of the
Kind, by a voluntary Subfcnptxon fora Rewatd
to Informers; but if thefe Gentlemen would
mend their Scheme, and become Informers
themfelves, in every Cafe that comes within
their Knowledge, 1 am perfectly convinc’d,
that they would fave moft of their Subfcription
Money, and long before this Time; a great Part
of the Nuifances complain’d of would have been
remov’d from their Diftri&; for I dare lay an
equal Wager, that there is not a Subfcriber to
that Scheme, but to his own Knowledge, is

acquainted
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acquainted with fome, if not many, teputed
diforderly Floufes. Why then fhould he hire
ah Informer, or delay acquainting the Magi-
ftrate, and bring thefe Wretches to Juf’cxce?
By the Rewatd, he only gives the Crew of mer-
cenary Informiers an Qpportunity of raifing the

Price of their Silence, and enhancing their Sti-
pends from thefe Nefts of Thieves.

. - There 1§ yet ‘another Caufz of the bad Exe-
#%cution of the Laws, that depends more upon

the Subject than the Magiftrate; that 1s, the

Negligence of the moft “honeft Conftable, in

prefenting Delinquents in their Diftrict. to the

Grand-Jury, and the Remiflnefs of thefe' Ju- -

ries in making Prefentments to the Court; or
finding Indiétments’; and the bad Choice that

are made of Conftables, Beadles, and other Offi-

cers, is perhaps- the greateft Security for the .

Impunity of Offenders of every Clafs. It is 4
wéll known Cafe, that moft diforderly Houfes

are in Fee with fome of thefe Rafcals, whofe

Dutyit is to' detet them 3 and that there are fo
many Ways to ftifla Indi@ments before the
Grand Juries, that it is next to an Impofii-
bility ‘to bring any” of them to Juftice. Ttis a
common Thing to' make Publicans Conftables,
than which, thete are no Men more improper ;

their’ Bufinefs keeps them in a -general Depen-

dence on their Neighbourss and it is no Secret,
what Faults drinking a few Bowls of Punch at
the Conftable’s Houfe' will conceal. It fhould
be the Bufinefs, then of fuch an Aflociation 4s

' : I

I have jult now hinted, toufe their Intereft, that
Grand- Juries fhould be. often changcd com-
pofed of Men of Reputation, :
in the Caufe of Reformation, above bemg bnb’

and of a Dxfpoﬁtlon not to be driven from thelr
Purpofes by the. Importunity of - Friends, or

the Threats of Knaves, that Conftables fhould

be chofen of the fame Stamp, and- whofe Pro-
feflion leaves them moft independent on their

- Neighbours 5 and that fuch an Affociation fhould

take Care that thefe Conﬁtables do. their Duty,
and punifth their Negle&; and tbat when Ip-
di¢tments are found, or Prefentrnents “made by

- the Grand- Jury, that the Aﬁ“ocxatlon fhogld {ee
' them profecuted to their full Effeét.

There is yer, Sir, another Abufe ;that retards
the Execution of our Laws, which, for the
Refpe& I owe to Magiftracy in general, I dare

“touch on but flightly; that is, the Scandal of

what is call’ d trading ]ufhces, Common Fame
fpeaks a great many harfh_ Thmgs of this Clafs
fo mush Smoak W.ltbous .foms: Fire, 1. f.hould. be
apt to conclude them the greateft Nuifance to
Society ; but if all is not true, it is ftill a Scan.
dal to Juftice, that he, who is to difperfe it
muft live by Shillings gain’d from the Wrangles
of the loweft Clafs of the People. It degrades
the Dignity of a Magiftrate to be oblig’d to ag-
cept of fuch mean Fees, and lays him under
Sufpicions that greatly weakens his Authority,
let his Integnty be never fo caytioylly guarded.

oy
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For this Reafon, I would think it no mean
Blefling, to:thie ‘City of Weftminfter, if the High
Bailiff -and ‘Burgeffes were ‘cloathed with the
Powers -of “ Juftices .of the Peace, in the fame
Manner as the ‘Aldermen-of t London 3 and, -that
they fhould fit daily by Tusns, for the Difpatch
of Bufinefs’; “or at leaft,: if a decent Salary were
annex’d to the! Office of Juftice for this City
and  Liberty, that -might pay thefe Gentlemen

for their Trouble, and put’ them above the Suf- "

picion of doing low " and mean Things, for the
neceffary Support - of - their’ - Families, - and: the
Dignity of his Majefty’s Commiffion ; of which,
the Vulgar ‘muft have but-a mean Idea, when
they are fure-his: Worthip is rejoic’d at every
Opportunity - that brings him a Shilling, - how-
ever the Publick may fuffer by the Affair that
brings it him. o - T

~ To conclude this Letter, Sir, if private ‘Per-

fons will do their Duty, and either fingle, or-in
Affociations, refolve to withdraw all . Counte-
nance and ProteGtion - from .Delinquents, and
openly, from.'a- Motive of -publiek - Spirit,- give
the Magiftrate all the Information and Affiftance
in their Power 3. if .Care is taken in the: Choice
of Grand-Juries, Conftables, &c. If thefe are

“zealous .in the Difcharge of their Duty, and are

punifh’d for -every apparent Neglect s if -the
Magiftrate affert, the Digpity of his Office, and
a&s up to the Duties of his Place, we may again
fee Juftice executed without Partiality, the ‘Ne-
ceffity of a Military Power in Civil Affairs fuper-

ceded,
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Place in the Society ; and on Suppofition that
all wife Men intend fome fuch Thing, 1 thall, in
my next Letters, point out the Abufes agai,nft
which our Laws have been fo long dormane,

and thue_'Sources of the many Calamities thefe
: Cities groan under. Tami, -
" S IR,

- Your moft obedient, dmjl

moft humble Ser‘z,'an}.;

ceded, and Peace, Order, and Decency, take




LETTER IL

Con?éz’m’ng publz'ck Beggars, and ihe partial Exe-

cution of the Laws againft them, a ﬁa-g.;jant S;Z;
of our Vices. Means pro pofed to extirpate ben 7;
and to difable Foveigners to follow 'zbe Occu% e
of Cooks, Valets, Foatmen, 8cc. without @ bzl. J
Naturalization. And Irifh Vagrants o be oL zgd
10 bave Paffes before they are permitied to Land.

1 é\Z:e,ver Divines may defcribe the Nature

of Man as prone to Evil, yet, I. behi}\zz;
ery Man’s Experience, will teach him, be
;Vw %\/Ien are born Villains; that no Man
e A

" comes wicked all at once, but debafes his Na-

' es ;3 Vice
ture by flow and’ often painful Degre;:s ,m ©
s contagious, it is communicated by Exa P]'t’
" 'm?rov’d by Habit.. Vice and Immora hl y

l B . . e N
;an?s{rOné\y predominant in thefe Citics, gutl they
have an | “and ‘are daily en-
have grown fo by Degrci:es,_a‘.n.d yhere
reafine in all Manner of Wickedhefs s 1\1;-1 1
creafing in -all 1 r of Wickedhels; ihere
muft be fome Source, from Wh?nCF ;h : Maw
dy took its Rife, fome latent Spring, hat fas
Cmeunicamd the black Contaglond to o
rees of People, which we muft find ou |
U .
a pro B : lied.
( Care can be app
e .. 1 f our Laws
“he Meg € cecution of
_ The Neglett of the Ex

and g u * this Evil, and -
is'the Arft and ‘grand Source of this Evil,
2 : .

5 g g 1 O I'O tQ io

T 4
a Bulk. "1 have in my “preceding  Ietters
been full upon this Flead, as judging it needlefs
t mention Abufes, if the T.aws againft them
are not to be enforc’d, fuppofing then, that "
firlt and grand Grievance removed, I fhail
Dow proceed to mention the Springs and Nuyr-
feries of thefe publick Vices, that make us the-
Reproach of all Natiops. . S

- The firft Source then, of the many Robbe.
ries, &%. committed in oyr Streets, that I fhall
take Notice of, is the prodigious and fcandalgus
Encreafe of publick Beggars, 1 have as much’
Compaflion for the real Poor a

| S any Man, but
I own for this Clafs, I have not. the fnalleft

Charity. T know, if they - are*truly what
pretend, Objeéts of Charity,
ple Provifion for them in their fevera Parithes,
fince’ there  is no - Nation - under Heaven,
that gives away more to" the Poor, than the
Inhabitants of this Iflandy and vet, I venture
to affirm, that there are more publick Beggars
i Loydon and Weftminfter alone, than in all the
great Cities of Europe put together, tho’
Revenue colle@ted for the Ufe of
thefe Cities, exceeds the Revenues
reputable deereign States. |

There are at leaft, on a very moderate Com-
putation, twenty thoufand Souls within the Bills
of Mortality, that live by the publick Trade
of Begging and Pilfering, and other Arts of
that {ly Profeflion, The Maintenance of thefe
People, one with another, exclufive of thofe le-

I

2 gally

they
.that there are am-

the
the Poor in

of fome very
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gally provided for, allowing but Three-pence
Day per Head, which is one H:alf lefs than pe=.
litical  Arithmeticians allow, amounts to four~
fcore thoufand Pounds,, and upwards; which of
itfelf, excluding all other Inconveniences at-
tending it, is 2 prodigious Tax upon the I.ndu-
firious, and the more grating that it is paid to
Fraud, Lazinefs, and Impofture. |
That greateft Part of thefe Vermin, live better
in their fecret Retirements, and carry Home more:
Money at Night, than moft working Tradefmen,
is a well - known Truth; that moft of them are
Thieves, is doubted by very few, and that the
Young amongft them, of which they have 2
greatef Number, than their ?rqportlor}, are
brought up to nothing but ’Fhlevmg, Picking
of Pockets, and Houfe-breaking, can fcarce be
call’d in Queftion. If fo, we need be at no Lofs,
<o account for the Encreafe of Thieves, €F¢c. where
we fee daily before us, and are ourfelves fo very
snduftrious to feed ¢he Seminary, that breeds
them in fuch Swarms.. ' .
Ttis needlefs to take Up much Time 1 de-

feribing this- Abufe, of enculcating, its Cenfe-
quences 3 it is feen, felt, and acknowledged, by
1

all, and needed no Law to redrefs it 3 but that
People fhould make ufe of their Reafon, tore-
fule théir Bounty to all the begging Poor in ge-
neral.  1f they would agree to this, the Beg-
cars would vanifh of themfelves; but they
‘I;now our Weaknefs £00 well, and find fo much of
the Sweets of the medicant Profeffion, that no

Confide-

g
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Confideration can prevail on them to quit it.

However, there are Laws in Being to force
them to it real Objeéts of Charity are amply
fecured in a decent Maintenance, and the Con-
ftables and Parith Officers, vefted with full

Power to clear the Streets of thefe Nufances;

but thefe negleét their Duty, and our Compaf-
fion is daily expofed to the Infinuations of thefe

cheating Vagrants. Our only Difficulty then,

is how  to oblige thefe petty Officers to do their
Duty. A careful Choice of thefe Officers may
go a great Length to remedy this Evily but if
cither their Numbers were augmented, or an Offi-
cer or two were appointed in ‘every Parifh, for
this Purpofe alone, to continue till the Grofs of
them were rooted outj if fuch Officers were

oblig’d to go their Rounds daily, and take up.

all the Beggars they met, and were liable to be
fin’d, if they permitted any one to pafs them,
or neglected to vifit their Haunts and Stations ;
if the Affociation I have mention’d in my Laft,
would refolve themfelves, to take up all Beg-
gars they met, to ferve none of them at their
Doors, -and diligently put in Force all Laws
againft Vagrants and fturdy Beggars, I fancy,
a few Months would free us from thofe devour-

ing Locufts, without having Recourfe to the |

Legiflature, for any new Law. Tho’ I muift
confefs, 1 thould not be forry to fee this Addi-
tion made to the Laws, againft Beggars,
¢3¢, viz. That after any one of them had been
pafs’d to his own Rarifh, or committed toa Work-

' houfe,

B

Ges s et end
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houfe, if-any of them fhould be a fecond Time
caught begging in London or Wefkminfter, that
‘ thev fhould forthwith, on Conviction, be tranf-

ported to.one of his Majefty’s Colonies, where-

" they might be render’d ufeful to their Mother
Country, to which, they have been fo lon0‘ a
Plague. :

The begging Poor, Sn, are a ﬂacrant Source
~of our prefent Misfortunes 5 but the Encreafe
of real Objeéts of Charity, is no lefs a Griey-
ance, and. a heavy Burthen on the Labour of
the Induftrious, and brings *many of them to
penury and abandon’d Courfes, that otherwife
might continue ufeful Members of Society.
The. Careleflnefs of Parith Officers, and the

Wafte that is faid to be made of the Funds al- -

]otted and levied  for their Mamtenance,
makes the Grievances fall heavier on the Sub-
Jject, a Cafe that is curtamly worth the Enquiry
of the Lebjﬂature ; for, I' believe fome Regu-
lations might be made, that would provide better
for the real Poor, 2 and yet leflen the Tax upon
the induftrious Inhabitants of this City. But

to enter into that 4t prefent, I think foreign to my

Purpofe. It is ke re only neceffary for me to ob-
ferve, by what Means our native Poor are en-
creafed to fuch a Decree, as to become an in-
fufferable Burthen to the Community. .

Amongft the many . obvious Caufes of their
Encreafe, there is. one very flagrant ; that 185
the intolerable Number of Foreigners that {warm
abour this Mctxopohs and eat the Bread of

the
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When I fpeak of Foreigners, as

the Natives. ‘ s
‘a Nufance, I do not mean any employ’d in our
Madnufaétures, but Vagrants, Valets,’ Footmen,
Cooks, Confectioners, laylors, Perr1w1gmaker

and many others employ’d in the confummg

Trades, Creatures, that whether Natives or
Foreigners, ~ add nothing to the Publick
Stock, whofe Labours are never exported, but

who live upon the Vanity, and feed the Luxury .
- of the People.

In a well regulated Commonwealth Care
fhould be taken, that thefe confuming Artifi-

cers, thefe Tools of Luxury, fhould not en-

creafe even of the Natives themfelves 3 ‘but how
monftrous is it, that notwithftanding the Nu.rxaf-
ber of ufelefs Hands, the Number of ftarving
Families, that we have in thefe Branches, that
are - daily filling our Workhoufes with ufelefs

" Mouths, of our own Country ;. that -we fhould

permxt fuch Swarms of French,- and other Na-
tions, to be daily imported upon us. 1 believe
the A&  againft Vagrants, if duly executed,
would free us of a great many ; but it would
be, Sir, a truly Patriot A&, if a Bill was pafs’ d,
difabling. Foreigners, -of any Nation whatever,
from ferving as Valets, Footmen, Cooks, Tay-
lors, Mantuamakers, Perriwigmakers, . in
any City'or Town corporate in Great-Britain,
without being firft naturaliz’ d by A& of Pax—

liament,
Such a Bill as thls would clear us at lea&, in

the Compafs of the Bills of Mortality, of
twenty
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twenty thoufand ufelefs, foreign Vanities, and
make Room for as many of our Natives, who
are now ﬁarvmg and forc’d to rob, thleve, or
filch, for Want of Bread. It would, allowing
but Six-pence a Head, to be fpent per Diem, on
thefe Forexgners, fave above eight-fcore thou-
fand Pounds a Year, to thefe Cities; which,
‘when divided amongft our induftrious Natives,
would - greatly leﬁ’en the Poor Rates, and de-
¢creafe the Number of Parifh Penfioners.

When-I am on the Subjet of Foreigners, I

cannot help mentioning the Mifchief of Import-
ing fo many poor Irifb every Year, under Pre-
tence of Hay-making 3 I would do it tenderly,
without any View to make national Diftinétions,
or to fow Miftrufts between the Subjeits of two
ngdoms, fo clofely united in one common
Bond of Intereft 5 but the Abufes committed by

many of thefe pretended Hay-makers, are too -

flagrant, not to excufe me at the Hands of the
worthy Gentlemen of that Nation, from wifh-
ing, that fome Stop were put to their Impor-

- tauon, and that none fhould be permitted to

land without a regular Pafs. Some.Such Res
gulation would be for the Honour and Intereft
of both Kingdoms, and could be oppofed by
none, but fuch as are fond of Thxcves and
I am,

SIR,
Your moft obediens,
Humble Servans.

LETTER
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Of Bawds ond Bawdy- Iya‘ufe:-,{ Means to de-

- froy them, and & Propofal for an Hofpital for

‘the Reception of repenting Profiitutes. Of Game-
ing, its prefent State, Means to [upprefs privas,

Play, and to render 1hat Fyible of the Great ufe-

ful to the Publick, and raifing from thence a Fund
Sor Support of the Foandlmg -Hofpital, &c ,

-8 T R,

N -my laft, I ‘endeavourd to illuftrate the (Bouedy
pernicious Confequences of the Number of Axdr?

pubhck Begga. s, how much they contribute to-
wards the Encreafe of Thieves, Highwaymen,

&e. and offer’d fome- Hints to get rid of that

pubhck Nufance, as well as to prevent the En-
creafe of rea] Obje@s of Charity. I ‘would ‘in
thls, turn_your Attentlon to "mofher Source of
our Misfortunes ; that is, the Number of Bawdy-
houfes, loofe and diforderly Women, that ply
inall Corners, and with Impunity lay Snares for
 the Unwary, and debauch the Morals of our
Youth, before they have arriv’d at Years or
Experxence, to guard againft the Snares of thefe
Deluders.

The unI*appy Wretches that infeft our Streets,
to the great Scandal of RehO’ton and Modetfty, -

F V o ars
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are to be look’d upon as great Inftruments of
the Ruin of .many thoufands ; but the Bawds
that help to debauch and trepan thefe poor Cre'a:-
tures, who fupport and fhelter them, in their
Wickednefs, who reap moft of the Fruits of
the Labours of thefe miferable Drudges in Sin
‘and Lewdnefs, are much more culpable, much
more mifchievous to the Community, and me-
rit no Mercy at the Hands of any Man, that
has the leaft Regard to Confcience, Order, or
Decency. . o

' “To defcribe the Scenes of Debauchery, that
are cafried on under the Dire@ion of thefe in-
fernal Agents, would be a freth Affault upon
Modefty, -and to go about to enumerate, .the
Murders, Robberies, Thefts, and Perjuries,
that are either committed in thefe Nefts of Ini-
quity, or perpetrated by their Means and Infti-

gation, would be a Work equally needlefs,

firice’ every Man is convinc’d, that few Men
have been undone, few have gone to Tyburn,
‘without owing Part, if not the whole of their
Misfortunes, to thefe Brokers for the Devil,
thefe wholefale Dealers in Sin and Damnation,

~ Yer, thefe Wretches, are conniv’d at, tolerated,

"‘na'y‘,_'hav_e”their'P;atrons? Protetors, and Abet-
tors,; of Men, who pretend to be religious, and
whofe Years and Gravity, free them from the
Sufpicion of any Calls- for the Commodities
vendud in thefe Houfes.  And tho’ their Habi-
tations, Perfons and Occupations, are as. publick
s 2. Pouls; and Charing-Crofs, and known to
" cvery

DA O RN LI e

emeder. T e

( 35)

every Paffenger; yet.they ffand in open: Defiance-

of the Law, and carry on their iniquitous Trade
without the leaft dread of Punifhment. L
Itis needlefs, Sir, to call for new Laws to {up-
prefs thefe publick Pefts, our Law-Books are full
of Statutes, A&s of Parliament, &. to deftroy.
them, the Method is potent to all Mankind, but
thefe. Laws like thereft of our Englifb Privileges,’
are only a mere dead Letter, {carce operating,
the Effet of a Scare-crow. Itis equally needlefs.
to harangue the Paffions of the Generality, up-:
on the Neceflity of rooting out thefe Springs. of.
Vice and Villainy 5 the generality of this Nation’
are .not to be roufed from their Lethargy by the;
Rethoric of Angels, the Calls of Confcience, or the
Dictates of Religion and Morality ; they are deaf
even to their own Interelt, if the Gain is- only
confequential, or in the fmalleft Meafure removed.
from the Touch.  In a Word, unlefs we are paid
in ready Money, we will not fave ourfelves from -

Slavery, Thieves, Highwaymen, . or even Dam_" =

nation ; nor will not truft the Publick with the-
fmalleft Share of our Labour but for a"Diy.' T

To-the grofs, venal Body, I would not: Addrefy
myfelf on this Occafion, but there are @il a few-
left, “who for there own Sake, for the Glory of

God, and the Intereft of Religion, for the Liber--
ty of .the Publick, and Safety of their Pofterity
may be prevailed on, to join in fupprefling, by all
legal Means, thefe Nurferies of Impiety. I can
frame to myfelf no Means to profecate this Work -
but by an Affociation of fuch Men, as I mention-

v Fa2 E ed .
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ed in a former Leétter, who fhall make the D'e."e
fruétion of thefe Vermin a chief Objcét~ of t?iexr
Care, and under fuch Infpection and Protections

§ make sio doubt to fee the Strand, and Places
adjacent, as decently inhabited as any otber Part |

of his Majefty’s Dominions.

But before I leave this Head, 'Ch'firity and .
Humanity obliges me to fay fomething in behalf
of thefe Wretches, who drudge in thefe Houfcs |

of Vice. There arenot perhaps on Earth greater

Objeéts of Compaffion 5 all Senfe of Pleafure are
foft to them, the whele is mere Labour and
Wretchednefs, they are Slaves to, and buffetted
by every drunken Ruffian, they are the Tool{s
of, and tyrannized over by the Imps of B.aqu,;"‘
expofed to all the Rigours of cold and incliment
Weather, in-conftantdread of the Night Magl~
ftrate, worn out with Toil and a Loathfome Dif-:
eafe, they die wretched, without Pity or Com-
paffian 3 they aremoft of them in fober Hours,
fenfible of their Mifery, and with to be free from
a State in which their is neither 'prefent Pleafure,
nor Profpect of Future H appinefs, and into which
many of them have been enfnared by the Bafenefs.
of thofe who fhould have protected their Inno-
cency 5 but what moft aggravates their Woe,
they have no Means, no Hopes of a Retreat;

“ "_,they are debarred of all modeft SOciety; neo
" honeft Family will receive them, let their Repen-

tance and Compunétion be never fo fincere, and
they have no other Choice left, but to remain

Slaves

Slaves to Vice, and thofe Wretches that make a
Livelihood of their Proftitution. o

- As this is certainly their Cafe, I think it would

be an A¢t of great Benevolence, if amongft the
many noble Charities, eftablifhed in this Metro-

polis, fome Foundation were made for thé Sups_

port and Mainteinance of repentant Proftitutes ,
fome fuch Place, might even become an Orna-
ment, and of ufe to the Kingdom, if thefé

Women, who-are a great many of them expert

Needle-Woman, were employed in-a Manu-
facture of Drefden Work, fo much now the

L

Mode, or in fome eafy Labour that might em-~

ploy their Time, and help them to earn their
Bread ; had they fuch an- Afylum to fly to, three

Parts of them would volunta\'ry,,rétire into it, and

when they had behaved decently for a Year or two

in fuch a Retreat, the moft rigedly Virtuous need

* not feruple giving them Countenance and Em-

ployment. Toa Mind truly Humane, the more,
fuch a Scheme as this is thought on, the more
Advantage would be difcovered in it, but I have
only Time to ‘hint at it as a heceffary Means to

promote a general Reformation, and Idoit the
rather, asI have heard you formetly approve of

fuch a Thouglt. |

‘From the black Scéne of the Stews, and their
Inhabitants, permitme, Sir, to conduct you to
the Gaming-Houlfe, for thefe Places are generally

near one another, and have much the fame Effect

upon the Morals of the People. -

Tho
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_ ‘T'ho’ there is no Nation " in Europe fo much
addi¢ted to Play as we are, nor no City where
there are areater Sums loft at Play than . in. this;
yet, I think there is-no Place, where the Cha-
raéter of a Gamefter is. held:in.fo. much Con:
,t,_el‘h-pt ‘,;'tAhe: Example even of the graveft Heads,
and moft fplended Titles.cannot fcreen them from,

the Denomination of Thieves and Pick-pockets,

every Body. exclaims againft ity are fenfible - that

it ruins Thoufands, and fends;more to the High=_
way and ‘Tyburn, than moit other, Vices ;. yet.we’

go.on to play,, unawed by Infamy, and in-{pite:
6f Lawsand Penalties, : I leave . the Immorality.
of this Paffion, to be fettled and. inculcated:; by-
Divines, . I fhall only here obferve as a Politiciar,
that the Public is moftly concerned to prevent this,
Paflion from taking Poffeffion of the trad'ng,  in~
duftrious, and labouring Part of the Community 5’

for as to the Nobility and, Gentry, it i3 of -very; #

little Confequence  what they do.in this Re-,

fpe&, it being of very little Importance; whether.

five thoufand a Year is in Poffeffion of a Lord,

or divided amongft a hundred Sharpers. ' But the

Misfortune is, that the Ttch of Gaming, does not

confine itfelf to the Gentry, it has caught the

Mob, who are now as expert at E and- O, and.

"G and S, asthe greateft Judges. that voted, the
" Deftru@ion - of thefe Games, in the Senate, and:
Pratice them in all other Places; and what is.
ftill worfe, it happens, that the Laws made to,
deftroy Gaming, have been, like the Makers of
them, chiefly Inftrumental in rafing it to its pre-
: fent
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fent dangerous Height, and fpreading the Conta~
gion amongft all Ranks of People: As the pre.-.
ient State of Gaming is not -thoroughly under-
ﬂopd, and that what I have now advahced;{ may
feem to many a litle Paradoxical, I muft ex.
plain myfelf at large on a Subje that deferves
our. moft ferious : Attention. L :
.. Gaming, Sir, is. among(t thefe Paffions, in
Hgmanl Nature that is not to be totally eradi-
cated where it once: takes hold of the Head, or
fh?HC..a.r’t,' of Maﬂ,;; it mutt only then be treated
_By a wife Legiﬂatgre, by _proper' Reﬁjraints and
Juft Regulations, that may prevent fome of its
moft baneful Influence. I am much afraid this
Pofition, ‘though confirmed both by Reafon ‘and
Experience, was not fully adverted to in framizg
the many Adts againft Gaming ;  the Lawgivers
thought it poffible to deftroy it intirely, and fo
have not only miffed of their Aim, but fpread
the Difeafe through every Member .of the Body
Politic. L AL I

Before Hazard, Pharaoh, the Bank of Philet
&e. were fupprefs’d; :Gaming was’ indeed " at 2
great Height, but I believe.carried to no greater
Excefs than at this Day. ; but then it was by diffe-
rent Flands:: Hazard'is a Game beyond the Com-
prehenfion of the Vulgar, every -Boy, ' Prentice,
or pretty Mifs could not learn it ‘of a fudden ;
1t was a Kind ' of Science,” and required T'ime to
be a Judge of it. However; this was fupprefs’d,
and the Confequence was that- Rowley Powley,
E and Q, and G and S took its Place, the Games

that
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- ¢hat are learned in a Minute, of which the meareft
Novice is inftantaneoufly as good a Judge as an
Archimedes.  Immediately young and old grew
Gamefters, and the Itch of Gaming got amongft
the Mobs however, as thefe Games were “kept
in Noblemens Houfes, or Houfes that “went by
fome fuch Name, the mere -Mechanicks and:
working Tradefman, were ftill kept out, but the
Prote@ions, were no fooner taken from thefe>
Houfes, than the ‘Gaming Tables fell into thé*
Hands of a Parcel of pillory’d infamous, Thieves,
who béfides, their own bad Character, were con-

frained for Fear of Informations againft them to.

admit Tag Rag, and Bob Tail, - the mere Scuth-
of the Earth. - The better fort of People, who
ufed to frequent thefe Places, athamed of their
ragged fcandalous Company, left them, but did
not give over Play, but feftled in Private Partieg:
in different Corners of the Town, where moie-is
‘now loftin one Night, than was in Publick in-g
whole Month, and where the Sharpers have - full
Scope, to make the tnoft of their Bubbless upon
the whole, though there is not now- a ‘Public
Gaming Table in London or Weftminfier, theré is
more Gaming than ever, and where the Unwary
had before but two or- three Temptations, which

he muft have gone out of his Way te come . at,

he cannot now -enter a Coffee-houfe, Tavern,
or Alehoufe, but where he meets with ‘a Snare,

and Sharpers-ready prepared to initiate him in the

Myfteries of Gaming, and ftrip him at  once': of
bis Money and Morals, LR
. - 1

I would not, Sir, by the Scope of thefe Obfer~ -

“vations be thought to bean Advocate for public
Gaming, I am not, Sir, I am glad thofe that weré

not exempted by Law are fuppreffed, but I -with

Sir, -that fince Gentlemen will play in . private
when they are debarred public Play, where there
15 much lefs Danger - than in private, -that. fome
Means had been fallen upon in the Suppreffion of
the late Gaming Houfes, for preventing the In-
‘Greafe of private Play,” that has been the Ruin of
fo many Thoufands, and that the Groom-Porter’s
had continued open, where Men :of Fortune
might have played the Fool by themfelves, with-

© out communicating . this mad Diftemper to fo

many Corners of the Town. S
It is certain, Sir, private Play in London, &c,
never was at a - greater ‘Height, and 1 1
Places, fuch as Bgaz.‘b, 7 unbrﬁigﬁ, g?él tll?e%l:i;f
~pany are the open Bubbles of a Crew of thé" méﬁ
abandoned Sharpers as ever miffed a Halter,
They: Play at the Difadvantage of four per Cent,
on every Stake, andyet they lofe, at this Qdds,
with their Eyés open. This fhews how ftrong
the Paffion is, fince rather than not play, they
venture to infringe the Law, incurr Penalties,
and play with recorded Villains, at an Odds that
muft ftrip .thel} Bank of England, were fhe tg
rifque it. o . |
To leflen this Evil, and call in the Gentlemen
from their fcattered Parties in Town, which Par_
ties muft foon difperfe when they are deprived of
the Money and Company of the Gentry, who
' ‘ ' G\ Lo, alonz
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alone fupport them, and to refcue thofe that
refort to publick Places out of the Hands
of Pick-pockets, I own to you I can fee no
better. Remedy, but that the Grocm-Porter,
as ufual, thould open his Mad-houfe at St
Fames’s, for his Right Noble Fools, and that
he thould be permitted by his Deputy, to keep
one Hazard Table at Bath, i unbridge, &c. This
would efectually put an End to E and O, and
Banith the Sharpers from thefe Places; and
fuch Regulations might be made at fuch Tables,
" as might prevent all Sufpicien of Fraud, and

their being reforted to by Tradefmen, or Mecha- -

nicks. Butif I am for tolerating the Quality,
&5¢, in their mad F rolicks, ‘I would at the fame
Time make it in fome Meafure ufeful to the
Publick. . -

" For I would propofe, that the Profit arifing
from thefe Tables at 8t Fames’s, Bath, &c.
fhould bedivided in two equal Moieties, one to
be for the Ufe of the Groom-Porter, his Deputies,
Expences of Servants, &, and the other Half
+o be applied religioufly for the Support of the
Foundling Hofpital, which by this Means would
acquire fuch a2 Revenue, astobe able to take in
all Children that is offered, and fo anfwer its
Name, as well as the Intention of its Foundation ;
for I believe under judicious Management, their
Half, might amount at leaft, to ten thoufand
Pounds a Year,

Since Sir, Gamingis not to be totally fup- '

preffed, I think this the beft Meang to prevent
the

| ('43 )

the future Growth of private Play, and that i§

is no fmall Service to the Publick to avail itfelf of
the Follies of the Great, by making “them- fub-

fervient to the Support of fo noble, fo neceffary,
and {o ufeful a Foundation as that of the Found-
ling Hofpital. ~ A Scheme’ of this Nature will
require many Improvements and Additions, to
reduce it into Executions but thefe Hints are

“fufficient  to dire® Men’s Thoughts to fuch a

Subjet ; in the mean Time, it ought tobe the.
Study of the Civil Magiftrate, and of thefe often
mentioned Aflociations, to prevent Gaming Tables
of E and O, and their being kept by the old Set
of Thieves and Sharpers, who are, I am told, ftill
upon the Watch, to fet up their old Trade, in
Hopes of Connivance as formerly. T am, -

. ..§ IR,
Your moft obedient, and

Mft bumble Servant. |
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LETTER V.

Of 7 ippl}'ng, Gin Shops, and bedge Aleboufes, .ééds -

Means to fupprefs them. Of our publick Di-
. verfions, Regulations propofed to render. them
lefs huriful to the People, and to render the
- Watch more ufeful, S

ROM Gaming and Wenching, Sir, et me
entreat your’Patience to a Tranfition to Gin-

drinking, and Tippling, that Bane of London Ser-

vants, and I am afraid of many of a more ele-
vated Station, efpecially amongft the Female Sex.
The Mifchief attending the Sale of Gin, and
other Spirituous Liquors in Chandlers Shops, €5¢.
has long been complained of as a Source of the
prefent Debauchery of the People, and that has
influenced the Legiflature to make many fevere
Laws againft the Practice. The Juftice of thefe
XLaws, however they might have been looked

v/ upon at firft, as a State Trick to increafe the Civil

Litt Revenue, are now confefied by every Body ;
yet by fome Means or other thefe Nefts of Lewd-
nefs and Idlenefs are as numerous as ever, and
daily fpreading thi#ir baneful Influence in all Cor-
ners of this Metropolis ; there our Servants are

debauched,

| (s5) |
debauched, they are taught to ,thieve from their
Maf’ce}:‘xj,'_ toidle their Time, and blab the Secretg
of Families; and’ there Thieves and Houfe-

breakers contract Intimacy, lay Plots with our
Servants, and from them learn the Means,

‘Times and proper Seafons to rob us 3 the labour-
ing Workman toils for Penury, while his Wife

~and Daughters fpend  his honeft Earnings at the
- Gin Shop; the Family is neglected, Induftry
laid afide, and the unhappy Family are either .

Teduced to a Workhoufe, or forced to beg or
fteal for Support, and at laft die in Want and
Wretchednefs. Isit poffible that a Man can be
pofiefled of the leaft Spark of Humanity, or have
any feeling of the Sufferings of his Fellow
Creatures, that can connive at, or proteft thefe
Whretches from publick Juftice? Yet there is fcarce
a Houfe-keeper but knows that Gin Sheps are
kept at every other Door, and dares not, or has n'o;
{o much Honefty, publick Spirit, or Compaffion
for his Fellow Creatures, as to inform the Magi-
ftrate; but on the contrary, when they are detected,

 ufes his Influence to get the Fine mitigated. How

far the Juftices are empowered to mitigate the

Fine for this Offence, I am a Stranger, but I know

it is 4 common Thing to take fome Trifle, and
difmifs the guilty Wretches to their bafe Trade.
I cannot flatter myfelf that the Magiftrate will
be more cautious from any Thing I can fay on
this Subject, or that the Chandlers can, by Ar-
gument, be prevail'd on to quit their gainfu]
Trade; noris it poflible to devife Laws more
' fevere
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fevere to intimidate them; all depends upon the
Execution of thofe already made, and I defpair
of fecing that done but by an Affociation, of
which thls Abufe, ought to be a prm(:lPal 'Ob-
]c&, in that Cafe, we might fee them routed
out of every Parifh,’ whxm would be a great
'Beneﬁt to the honeft Publican,- at whofe Supine-
nefs in aflerting tl 611‘ own I‘r1v11wes I am not
a little furpmz d ‘

But, Sir, the People, the labouring People are
not only debauch’d in"Gin Shops, but the vaft
Encreafe of licens’d, hedge, mean Alehoufes,
contribute not a little to their Id! lenefs and Po-

verty. It muft occur  to every Man that thinks,

that the Number of Va rants, Beg ars, Thieves,

and chkpockcts, shat infeft this Metropohs, ,_
mu{‘c have fome Haunts, fome Places of Re-

~ fort, frequent:ed only by their ‘Crew.. 'lheﬁ.:
can only be in fome of qur blind Alehoufes, in
bye Aihes, and unfrequented Corners, of which
there are an infinite Number, and all aéting un-
der a Licence. I would fubmit it to you,. Sir,

and the Pubhck, if the Suppreﬁion of thefe

Houfes would not contribute much to the Dif-
couragement of Vice and Vlllamy proper Pre-
fentments would fupprefs many of them, but
there is yet a furer and fhorter Way to get rid
of them all, and that is, to pafs a Bill, that no
) Houfc fhall have a LICERCC to fell Beer, Ale,

£5¢. that does not pay a ftated Rent, of at leatt

forty Pounds a Year, and rated as fuch in the
Parilh Books. This would effectually deftroy
thefe
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thefe hedge Alehoufes, that are the only Har-
bourers of all the Villains that infelt our Streets;
fince it is not probable, that a-Man, who ftands
at fuch a Rent, can be in Fee with, or depend
upon the Cuftom of fuch Vagabonds. Tao this
Regulation, I would add, that all Houfes that
keep Skittle-grounds, Shuffle-boards, or that
‘Permit Cards to be play’d in the Tap-room,
Thould likewife be incapable of a Licence.
From Tippling, Sir, let us take a View of
our- publick Diverfions, Places that are look’d-
upon by .many, as Sources of our Misfortunes,
and for that Reafon exclaim’d againft virulently,
and Propofals urg’d for reducing their Number ;
that they contribute their qhen‘e with the reft of
the Sources I have mention’d, I make no Doubt,
but it is from Caufes different from what is coms:
monly - apprehended, and the Remedy pro-
Pofed of Reduction far from being adequate to
the Difeafe. The Places and Diverfions- there
exh%bited are very remote in themfelves, from
having any bad Influence on the Morals of the
-People, and are as innocent, and as rational as
any known to. our more rigidly, virtuous An-
ceftors. I prefume, no Map in his Wits, will

deny the Quality, Gentry, and Men of For-

tune and Subftance, from reforting to thefe
Places as much as they pleafe ; their taking thefe
Diverfions, either in Excefs or Moderauon, can

in no Meafure affe& the pubhck Good. The
Mifery to be complain’d of is, that thefe Places

are crowded by People, who are not able to
bear
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bear the Expence either of Time or Money em-

loy’d in them ; in fhort, that they are reforted
to by Tradefmen, their Wives, &Fe. of all Ranks,
whofe Bufinefs is neglected, and Credit ruin’d for
the Sake of thefe polite Vanities, What is to be
done ? Muft the Nobility be debarr’d an innocent:
rational Amufement, becaufe the Mob will ruin-

themfelves to get a Sight of it? That is too

great an Abfurdity ; reduce the Number, yet
flill they will crowd to what remains, and we
are no better than before, only the Quality is
more crowded, and have no Choice left but” ei-
ther to ftay at Home, or fubmit to be joftled
by every greafy Tradefman, that pufhes into
their - Diverfion. In fhort, in a free Country,

fuch as this, where Money fts all ona  Lievel, -

there is fcarce an adequate Remedy for this

Tvil,

- What bids faireft for fome Redrefs, is to raife

the Price fo high, by laying a Tax upon fuch
Pleafures, as may keep out fome of the very
loweft Clafs ; the Profits arifing from this Tax,
might, like that of Gaming, be apply’d for
the Support of the Foundling Hofpital, or fome
other publick Charity. But even this would not
effedtually remedy the Abufe of ‘thefe Diver-
Gons, for what Money will purchafe the Englifb
will have, and it is their Nature to be fonder
of it the dearer it is, and the more they are
reftrain’d from it. To prevent then, as much
- as poflible, Diverfions being haunted by thofe
who cannot fupport this Expence, as 1 propofe
| o - a TFax

« pet-Shews,
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2 Tax to be levied on all Places that take Mo-
ne.y for Admiffion s fo I ‘would prépofe -tha:}
this Tax fhould be managed -by the Méi:cer of
gxe Revels, who thould grant Ticketé on.l? tb
entlemen of Fortune, and that none fhguld

be admitted without a S
] ¢d without a Sword, a full Drefs, &
and that it fhould be made penal for arf;i Ejgt

having a Ticket from the Mafter of the Revel
to appear in thefe Places with a Drefg ecc‘17?§
to a Gentleman, unlefs he really wasip Bu :"
Bl}'th. or Fortune. This would kee LL]lC hy.
ngm-ty of our Quality, and the Dec%ruzi t;
Chaftity of our Places of publick Enterfa'n
ment 3 but at the fame Time, Sir, I WOuId‘amg
debar the Mob the Ufe of their- Drolls Psgt
’ and Tumblers, provi , '
Shews were never exhibited in laé:::;;f?_h?@@
fs(l)r-;they have an equal Right :tobit1noélf-:s;
mufements as the Quality, and are op] t ll;
reftrain’d from what may debafe hejr I\B/II -
or check or divert their Induftry, o

Our Warch, Sir, 18 defign’d for our SeCurity "LUMM;

againit Street-robbers, Houfe-breakers &c. they
are a great Expence to the Inhabitant’s an.d o
they. are of very little Ufe for the Pur;;ofes tg Y
are 1x?tended; they are moftly old, laz C’Y
unative, are too late before they a’re feg’" o
Dut}f, leave it too early, and not a few of UIF -
are {ufpected to be. in League with, or inzi;?

- datéd by the Rogues that infeft our Streers. In

a Word, their Inutility is obvious to moft Peo
ple, and yer the feveral Parithes to whom the);

H _ ' belong
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Jone care not to be prevail’d on to alter thei®
?\f}:;ﬁglr;a;r of give 4an)? Redrefs of Comiplaint
that are exhibited againft them ;-and the Mg—-
nicement of moft Veftries are fo well knovsln :
to:?tlxé Generality, that moﬁ Peogle are dif-
courag’d from making their Complaints, as def— |
pairing of Redrefs from that Quarter. o
There ought, Sir, to be fo_mc‘ggeneral* Regu-
Jations to govern -the whole Watceh, z}nd fome
fhorter Remedy againft Abufes or }\T,egleéts com-
mitted by them, than can be .obtam d by Appli-
cation ‘to the refpective Parifhes to Whlch. they
belong. 1 think, -their Nu.mbe_.r upon the whole,
oucht to be encreas’d, their Hours of Attend-
ange ought to be as early and as long as the
Lamps continued lighted 5 - t}:ey, ought to be -
able-bodied; Men, and govern d by Conftables,
that would make Confcience, and not a Trade
ir Duty. " C o
o Iﬂlilil;ﬂ? it ywc;uld greatly - contribute to their
Utility, efpecially in Wefminfter, if the Gent}%.—
men Commiffioners for the Court of .Con’fa-
ence, or fome others commiffion’d fpecially for
that. Purpofe, had a Power to afccfrta_m the
Number of Watchmen 1in every Parifh, toap-
point general Rules for the lech.atr.ge of t}g?w
Duty, to infpedt into therr AFuhtles_,hto '_ if-
charge fuch as are unfit, and oblige the Parifhes
to find able-bodied Men, and redrefs all Com-

plaints that might be made againft them for

which Purpofe, they ought to have ftated Meet-
ings in proper Places, at leaft three T%}ZZ}Z

o Ly
Wécjki "In the City of L&;édgn; the Court of -
Lb’rd-Male“‘ and Aldermen might have the
Power of general .Regulations, and the fitting
Alderman of redrefling all Complaints. I am
convinc’d, that fome fuch Regulation would

render thefe Men more ufeful, and prevent a

great many of thefe Abufes now committed in
our Streets. = D

- T have now, Sir, given you a thort Detail of
what I take to be the Source of our prefent Ca-
lamities, and hinted at fome rational Expedients
for Removal of thefe Abufes; there may be
many other Caufes of lefs Note, operating.with
thefe already mention’d, but it would be too
tedious to enter . into every minute Particular

- that accumulates Mifchief, and contributes to the

Growth of. Vice and Villainy. Thefe [ have
mention’d, are the capital and main Springs,
which if dried up, we may expe& to fee Virtue
once more flourith, and the Laws take thejr
full Courfe againft obftinate Offenders ; but; Sir,
it is in -vain to mention thefe, if Gentlemen are
lukewarm in the Caufe, if every Man puts the
laborious Tafk off' from himfelf, and waits for
a To-morrow todo that which ought to be done
To-day.  The Cafe is clamant, our Difeafe i
defperate, and requires a fpeedy and effe@ual Re-
medy ; it muft not be flurr’d over with fome tem.
porary Expedient, but muft be prob’d .to the
Bottom, . To the Weak, the Unfteady, Impa.'
tient, or Pufilanimous, we need not plead for
Redrefs ; but to the honeft Few, whofe Heart

feels
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feels the Anguith of the Widow and Orphans
whofe Brea(’cs are warm’d with Love for their
Country, whofe Zeal is animated by her Intereft,

~and who are above felfith Views, or the mean

Defigns of Party and Faion, we look up for
Rehef from thefe Mifchiefs that difturb our

Peace. To you, Sir, and fuch as you, your"’-
Country commits her Caufe, and begs Protec-

tion for her violated Laws and finking Liber-

ties, a Caufe in which all may join, fince all

Parties, all Fafions and Denominations, that

unhappily divide this Ifland, furely muft with to .

be free from the Tyranny of Rogues, Vaga-
bonds, Street-robbers, and Highwaymen. I am,

SIR,-

Your mojl oéedzent, cmd

3 moﬁ Iaumble Serwnt‘

P. S, Money given at. this Seafon of the

Year to Apprentices, &, is perhdps a more

dancerous Piece of Villainy than is generally
fuppofed, and ought to be prevented. But the
Numbers of People detain’d in Jails for Debts
corrupts the Morals of Thoufands, gives them
a Habit of Idlenefs, takes off from them a Senfe.

of Shame, and prepares them by infenfible De-

grees for the greateft Villainies : - Some Act thag

would clear our Jails, and keep them clear,

would contribute much to the general Honefty.

FINTIS




