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f R A R I Countr_ymen cma.’ Fellaw Cztzm:,

‘ | | T s a melancho]v conﬁderatxon to the )
- - friends of hberty, and the, rights of the
L e ~ : =% people, that the i ignorance and . depravxty

,f o e T e o B of. fo many . ﬂxould render, arguments. “neceflary

| ‘( ' S - to prove, what every free. born. {'ub_]efft thould -

5 e o . E o caxry about him, cnaraved in the tablet of his
|  heart, as the title of his noble{’c mherltance )

' ~and the firft prlvzlegc ‘and dxomty of his’ na-

- ture. - But fuch is the reftlefs amblclon of
o o ‘ prmces, fuch the unCeaﬁng efforts of the dan-
oo S - ' gérous powers, they poﬁcfs, to fubdue the lovc -

| e , - of liberty to the luft of dommatxon, by ﬁ.ducmo- '

i . | the undex[’candmw ‘and corruptmc the paﬁions,‘

‘ . as cali er the cqual exertions of pubhe fpmt"_' |
j . / E] v o ) . ‘ B [ . B . : ‘Q’
- \

| : |

| :




TS
..

. ( 2°)
to countera the fafcinations of fophiftry and
feduion. Much has been faid and written in

behalf of civil. hbcrty, by menof the firft ta- _

lents and virtues in the prefent, as well as for-

_mer pcr:ods of our. hxﬁory ‘I do not recolle&t
‘from my own confined reading, that the na-
tural and civil rights of the people have been
- properly defined and diftinguithed from each
~othet, ‘or from the delegated rights of civil ma-
- glﬂrates and govcrnments, and the line accu-
rately drawn ‘betwixt the claims of each. . I
- addrefled you the laft year in two letters upon
a fimilar fubject, viz. « Reftoring the confti-
tution from the corrupt influence of the crown
over both houfes of - parhament' s and as the
_only poﬁ’ible means of ‘effecting this, I fhall
~ now lay before you fuch clear proofs ‘of your
- equal rlghts as men and I;nohfhmen, as I flatter
* myfelf,- if you ufe your reafon, and are not to-
tally degenerated from the virtue of ‘your- an-
ceftors, mu{’c ftrongly influence and exc1te you
.to the rccovcry of them. o o

2

Ic‘ may be Cdnﬁdered as a leading "h‘%’axix’n\’in\

human life and affairs, and partlcular y appli-
able to pohw and civil ‘government, ‘that the
power which aéts conftantly under’ the - fi~ -
+ mulus of the f’cronpeft paffions: and motives,
. natural!/ the mofl allive, bold, and perfe-
- ~ vering,

D R U I Y R i

(3 y

vering, wxll ﬁnally prevaxl againft fuperxof'

rights and’ greater powers, ‘whofe interefts’ be-

"mcr of a gencral nature, ‘and more’ remote from
’ obfervatxon, a& with lefs force and effect upon -

1nd1v1duals, than fuch as are_prefent, perfonal,
or dome{‘cic. From which principle it anfes, ;
that thofe ftates which in the ftrength and man-

hood of natural rlghts and_virtue commenced,} o
repubhc;, or hm'ted monarchlcs, “have expired "

under the onpe of tyranny. “National depra—t N
vity, which nearly extmguxfhes the love of 'li-

berty, adds fironger incentives ‘to- the luft of |

dominion’; and’ the’ wealth and’ profperxty of

- kmcdoms, that whet the appetite of | power for

plunder, - enervating at the fame time the fpmt P

o of de;ence, dlfcovers the true caufe why gos-
 ernment in free flates mtumﬂy ‘tends: towards .
" defpotifm, When publlc virtue’ dechnee into
. the felfith and v1uous chara&er, the fpmt of:
‘ tyranny rifes in the ftatc, ds its oppoﬁte prm-!_ .

ciples of refiftance decay. From whence it is
evident, that nothing can remedy thxs evxl and

'eﬁ’e&ually reﬁﬂ: and " defeat the’ intrigues of
-ambitiori on ‘one hand or mfpxrc the peop]cg S
~ with a due fenfe of the value and importance

~of thelr nghts on the other, but conjiantly ex-
ercifing thofe rzglyts and przvzleges on which
. both their l1bemes and governmem: are found-_f

ed : L
o Bz ~,_Having,
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Havmcr referved to themfelves the upper
hand in the conﬁxtutlon, by the facred rights

of making their own laws, and guarding their

own_property, they muft preferve a Con{htu-
tlonal controul ‘upon_ the government, by a&ing

‘ wnh the fame vxgllance and {pi Pmt m fupport of

- popular claxms, i

But thls mu[’c he done by the contmued ex-

' ’ertlons of the wlaale, not of a dmded commu-
nity,, the greater . part of thch have been de-
Apoiled of their patural rxohts, and difarmed of
their. c1v1l powers by tyrants, in ‘order to brmg

the remamder, with their 1llegal franchxfes and

' ‘immunities, into the corrupt. vortex of “the

. crown’s mﬁuenee. It is in the nature of power

o encroach, and where PQPUIar ”ghts give way

o " to the elbowmo infolence of office, or recede g

| 'ﬂ/from the;r ground byt with 3 fingle" foot,
- power is ever at hand to feize the advantage -
‘ ,:v'and ere& the {’tandard of ufurpatlon upon'the' |

fpot.

| 1ough deleoated and dependent, 1t xs
3pt to. forget its denvatlon, and to grow -vain

and pxefumptuous, unlefs conunua]ly humbled
by the majefty and power of the people, . whofe -

rrghts muft be feen and felt as well as under-l
i’tood They muﬁ: pafs in trlumph before the
eyes of government, and the con{’txtuuon muﬂ:

“be annually renovated, in order to 01ve due re-

1peé’g :

\ i

Tpedt to the ongm of power, the natural rlghts

of - the people, which alone can preferve the }*

~one llmnted and the other free. . But’ when

B through the long negled of their rwhts, and -

the eﬁabhihed lnnovatxons of govcmment, the

people become fervile and corrupt, ignorant of .

' their rzghts, or mdlﬁ"erent about them, they are
not only eafily. invaded by actual vxolence but.
" the very prmc1ples on whxch they are founded
are’ ‘infidioufly, undermlned by hterary Swiss,

“fingled out. for that abgndoned puroofe, thh‘

a dtte mlxture of parts and proﬂxgacy Wnters;
of this complexmn have appeared In our time,
who nexther bluih nor fear to aﬁ'ert, that hberty

| exxﬁs no where but in unagmatron, ,and that all

the rlcl]ts of mankmd are derived from and |
They aﬁirm,'

dependent upon ClVll governors. .

to all

- And fo Far are they from being. entltled tQ

with- hold any part as their own, . from the
: claims of the Crown, that accordmg to thefe
. wrxters, the fubjeé’t hath no rngt in (:he hohts
of hlS own eyes, or the labour of hxs own

hands,

That the hberty whxch ‘millions boaft -
is nothlng but the fufpenﬁon of thls ‘man’s -
power, and thexr property the mere mdlﬂoence‘ o

Cof lns prerooatlve ; the overﬂowmgs of his trea-_
fure, “which he craelouﬂy permits the people
to ufe, t:ll h1s Crown and dlgmty demand pLAD

e SRR




- principlés, or. rather profeffions, “flaves
- more than in head, are hired to plead the caufe

(6)

hands, till - confirmed ‘to him by civil rulers.’

- They know fall well, that not only the dignicy’
 of ‘the King and govern 1

for and ‘maintained by the free' grant of ‘the
people’s’ deputies “in parliament, - They know -

* that the government fupp}ieéﬁaf@':ra_ifed by the .

fame authority, "‘ajrid;thajtc_thg:'y\ can legally with-
hold'every thilling ¢ll their demands upon go-

vernment are complied with, ‘and" then alfo, if
" they difapprove of ‘the fervice ; and yet thefe

' im'péfc_d'rsr‘Would‘pé’r{fuéde“thé,_pteyrépl_é{{’thét,t';h'ey. -

have' neither - rights, liberty, “nor property, -
Whereas, the truth is, on the diret' conrary,; -
~ that government bath no power, but what being - - |
. originally " delegated from the peoplé, is i
keld, as far as government is lawful, under their =~
controul.  They not only move [freely themfelves,
they are the firft movers of the governmient ; and
~ the whole ftate machinery, when in due order, is
* but the engine of the ‘

’ -

in h‘.eartf :

of tyrants againft the people, it is high time to _

" reftore the conftitution both in theory and prac.'
tice. Tohew the public, i they know o on
- what fure ground their rights are founded, and-
- how incapable their oppreflors are to meet them

: y . . . . . . . ,On

T T et b b e L ol A R

govcmmens, bt e iy

- wants of “the maz and his family, - are provided ,

| gine of ‘the nation’s power, dignity, -
- and welfare,  But ‘when men’ of  abandoned

PR

7y

i

| ;mmy g:rotinv'd,' if t-thc-y“ -will be true to them. :

felves, and -to one another. . It has.lon g :been

the bufinefs of corrupt ftatefmen and lawyers to’
' Vperpléx men’s ideas in the inveftigation of fuch
truths as tend to the recovery of pepular rights,
- and to limit the encroachments of power. - Sub-

tlety and fophiftry are the old fianding council

* for the Crowr;. they “are feldom: ‘retained on

behalf of the people. ~But although it be dif- -

- ficult to prove théfc»‘cémmon ‘rights_-”'whieh» all

men derive from nature, by any clearer. me~
dium than common fenfe, and that -conviction

~which is congruous to the rights of nature, - I
~will endeavour, without the . fophiftry. or- the

fee, 10 plead ‘the great caufe of the community

' -againft the ufurpations ‘of  power, the logic of
ftatefmeén, and the quibble of law, It is in-

 deed no lefs to the difgrace " of . profeffional

- knavery and fervility, ‘than of popular igne-

rance: and inattention, that’ fuch  glaring fa.”
lacies, -abfyrdities, and fal{hopds, ‘have made
their way. to more than vulgar ‘minds, under:

~ the mafk of law, or the cloak of religion, . as

obfgure ,th_cvlight’ of  nature, and bewilder the -

- dictates of common fenfe in ‘prejudice and er-.
(for; fo- that the rights which are effential to
their prefervation, and well being as-men, 'and

fundamental to all their privileges: as. citizens,

are arbitrarily -and. corruptly.. with-held from .

" them

[y \
o
~
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them by falfe ptetences, and treafonable pracs

“tices, to Whlch they have too long and fhame— :

| fullv fubmrtted

In the profecutxon of thxs deﬁcn, in order -

~ fully to underftand the terms’ ‘we ufe, and thus

clear the ground of argument, it will be ne-

,' ceflary, in the firft place, to define the rights

we treat of, ‘and then to dlf’tmgulfh two drf-v

- ferent kinds of rights, which are fometimes
artfully, and fometlmes wnorantly confounded
. W1th each other. ! e el

"’A right is that clear principle of natural -
Juﬁrce, by which,’ ‘as men, we exercife thofe: |
'~ .:powers and faculties, given us by our Mdker, -

- for our own and -others- prefervanon and hap- -
’ pmefs.\ A civil right is a title by fome law or’

: ufage, “of greater or fmaller commumtres, to

;‘ - the poﬂeﬁ‘lon and en]oyment of fome benefit
“or privilege, to which ‘there was no prior
claim.  Of rrghts, fome - are primary- and fun-

“damental, mherent in,: and unahenabie from -
the people. “Thefe are truly divine rlghts, whe-

" ther civil or religious, for they originate from
;God and nature.. Others, are fecondary, de~

rived, or official rights, which pertain to ma-

: grﬁrates and government “but thefe being of
"human orxgm, may ' be altercd or; anmhrlated

~

to )

&t the pleafure of the commumty by whxch rhcy |
’were ordarned

N

The pnmary, natural and fundamentai

' rights, are thofe which belong to the human
- fpecies ;  withour which man could  not .be

what nature “intended hxm, a fational, moral,

and free agent, ‘capable of felf determination
“and government On thefe " are founded his

own civil ‘tights 4s a member of a free com-
munity, and the ~delegated rights, or. powers‘,_
of thofe, who. are appointed to govern' the °
commonwealth under its own reftrictions and
laws. And as they regard the honour and.

~ “happinefs of the whole individual, ‘they in- |
“ clude the facred as well as civil rights; the '

right of free - enquiry, ptivate Judgment and |
liberty of confcxenee the free ‘exercife ofﬂ-

which; as it alotie proclarms Him 'rational, can
only render him juitly accountable for his

| a&rons at any tnouna] of eqmtable laws. -

The prxmary crvrl rights of mankmd xelate
chxeﬂy to that law of - felf- prefervation; whlch‘
fequires they thould live under the govern-

" ment of. thexr own common will and ‘widdom;
expreflea in laws of their own’ conﬁrtutmok
‘not under- the wx]l of another, 1uperxor to, or.

mdependent of the puolrc will; the very idea

o : a" e ~}ofi
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of whxch is repugnant to the’ nature of com-

~ munity, or felf—prcfervatlon.; Infomuch that
* one would ‘hardly, conceive it to be in folly ot
v prefumptxon 1tfclf ‘for any one man to pretcnd

.a rloht to rule another man, much lefs acoms

munity, w1thout confent or appomtment, un=
der a controul that can never be ahcnated
while men, as fuch, are: naturally equal, and

{elf- prefervanon s equal]y the ﬁr(’c law of na~\

» ture to .ndlvzduals and commumtles

To thlS controul only it is that the people
~owe thmr hberty and prooerty, ‘with all their

- nghts, civil and facred. And by equal and -

univerfal fuﬁrace alone m the ch01ce of thexr

, Iegxﬁamve deleoates, can thls controul be mam- .
tained. - Which brmgs me to’ the at‘eat point

1 had in view=—To prove, by the moft dire&

“and mcontrovertnbie arguments, the peoplc s
equal and umverfaI rxorht of cle&xon and re-

i prcfcntanon. .

Th° firft argument in. fuppoxt of this great
prxmary rxoht of the people, arifes frorn the

conﬁltutlonal qualification beirig | natural, not

c.w1l a blrthrxohc mherxtance, not a. franch:fe
“or endowment By the order of th'nos and
thc faw of the con{htutlon, the peoPIe cannot

be fuppofcd orromally to poﬁcfs civil rxohts,f_"

any’ N

o Cu) |
any more than laws, till "in confequence of ‘-
ufing their natural ‘rights of election and re-
prefentation - for that purpofe, a‘legiflature is’
formed, from which fuch rights and laws may
be derived; nor can’ they derive a right of

- delegation from the powers they delegate. To

talk therefore of civil franchifes ‘as prior to
the civil power or’ o-ovemment is a palpable-

‘abfurdxty

‘The Crown can no more . confer thoi’c r:ghts
by which crowns are firft’ conferred, than:thofe -

" franchifes which corruptly  create modern . fe-
- nates. It is evident then at the firft glance,

~thata conﬁntuent body founded ‘on civil fran< -
' chifes to create a’ leglﬂature which- muft be
,fuppofed to exift previous - to all civil - nghts
or: franchxfes, is a- contradxéhon in terms.. A

civil - ‘power  which'a’ man ‘holds “ from others,

- can never qualify- him to empower the others |
*to ac as his prmc:pals, and to hold him ame-
'cnablc at their bar,” Wthh fuppofes a - right,

both prior and Auperior. to -all civil - powers.-‘
A franchifed conftituent body is therefore an . .
impofture; it is neither founded on ‘natural

f nor civil nohts Were it founded on the for~

mer, it would' be equal and umfoxm, like, all -
other - laws and prmcxples of ‘nature, and . by

»bcmg extended to the whole commumtv, would

C 2 anfwcg -
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‘-anfwer’eﬁ‘e&ually the. wife purpofe of nature,

in-forming a _permanent and mvmcxble bamer

‘againft che mroads of power, ‘It could nog

be fuppofed to originate from the civil power,

fince it is equa]ly contrary to reafon. and €X-
perxence, for government to. hmu, and power '

to controul itfelf, From the natuxal neceffity
which. -numbers ‘impofe,. delegatcs aé‘c Jinftead

" of the community. But the rights of ‘nature-

ftill ‘preferve their fuperior dignity in afree

ment,

conftitution, though loft ina corrupt’ govern=
: Undera popular government no law-

ful power can {ubfift. fuperior to ‘popular con- ‘

~ troul; becaufe ‘being founded on the common,
will and public wea], it can never be fubjed

to the will and pleafure of any man, or ‘body

- of men. , Civil rights cannot {ubfift upon the

fubverﬁon -of natural ones, which - are their

~ true fource and origin, without fuch a change
~in the firft principles of the conftitution, as -
dxﬁ'olves the civil. relatlon, and the oblxgatxonsf
~betw1xt the people and thexr rulers. ~

L.

Nor can thme rxohts wh:ch belong not to in-

A. dxvxduals, but to mankmd and commumtxesq
They can no more

be alienated from them.

fell or lofe their hberty than their reafon, or
ereét form.: They are. bound by the prxor law -

of their Maker, to - bc men, that is, mozal :
- o and

e
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and free agents and: by the conftitution of

- their country, to be. free men, whlch they can~
“not ‘be while any others ufurp their rights,

Tyrants that attempt to make them lefs, are
in rebelhon to the laws of God and  their

country But fuch is the danger of their fi-
tuation, that fhould they keep clear of this
rock of defpom”m, it -is odds but they fall .
Since  expe--

rience - glVCS us ample and melancholy proof

that there is no confidence to be placed in cone

ﬁltuents, when the rights and pnw]eges of a

- community. can ‘be bctrayed to thexr own ad- -
wvantage. Nor could the fottifh- people com- -

plain that their deputies betrayed “and fold
them to government, who -bafely fet them the
example, and encouraged the treafon 3 ‘wha'
furrendered their own moft facred rights- as 3

" pation, to the | will and dxfpofal of. others, ‘
~-and thus betrayed themfelves, without a temps
tation or a motive, unlefs that of mdolence or'

;nfatuatxon. B

' The SECOND ARGUMENT in fupport of thls
great primary, fundamental’ right of the peo.’
_ ple, arifes from the ﬁmllar cxrcumf’cances and
pretenfions ‘of all. in the fame community,

‘The rlght which’ belongs to any individual, 3s
2  man, or a membcr of the great community, -
e g belancs
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| belongs ‘equally to everv man upon the fame

‘ground and claim. Equal beings have equal
'rzo’hts from nature—-—FcHow—cxtxzens, equal pri-
vxlegcs from a con&xtutxon Cont equently to
cut off this right from all, as a birthright in«

herltance from “the Lreator, and to be{tow it
"part1a]ly ‘upan a comparatlve few, as ‘a civil
- franchife merely, is not only a grofs v1olencc

upon-the law of nature, and the equal’ rights

. oof ally but-it is fubvertmg ‘the prmcnple and~ :
-ground of the right, by fubﬁltutmg a different

- qualification, and allowing the civil magd’craté
o - ufurp powers that belong only to God—s

- Powers,"fo far. from - being denved or held-

- from 'bim, that ke, and: all his official powers
- ‘are delegated by, and- derwed from,  this ori~

'-gmal fource ofall civil authofity. © The title _
- and claim of freemen to hberty, and of courfe-

- to the rxght of maintaining ‘their hberty, by

. free eleGion. and repxefcntatlon,' ‘cannot “be -
. founded on any quahﬁuatton temporary’ local,

--or dependent, -but on one that is equal, uni-

“verfal, and ‘unalterable, and muft therefore be

.as; pexmanent as ‘the pi‘mClp}e from which it
' "orlomates

- Otherwife this contradxﬂlon would'

- follow, that primary, rights might depend Lpon
- fuch- as are fecondary 3 and thofe Whlch are in-
herent and natural, upon others delecated and’
- ;mxﬁmal, whxch would bc oroﬂy confounc‘ma |
: : cauiq

. S I5 y o
caufc and effe@. The Tegal- traitor who . firft
“innovated upon thls facred right of the fubjc& '

‘ ufurped God’s authorxty with. the people’s -ifis

heritance 3 violated the firft prmc1ples of juf-
“tice,- and removed the corner . ftone of civil li-

o bercy, whlﬁ he - laid the. fure fonndatmns of

tyranny in a partxal and. ¢orrupt reprefentation,

A conﬁltuent body from dependent boroughs

“and corporations, was fraught with every Ln‘f—

_ Chlef whxch we now defervedly oroan undcr as :

l

a natxon, for fuffermo both ourfclves and. our

poﬁer:ty to be thus fhamefully and dehberately
ricked out of thofc rights whxch form the only

.baﬁ:. of hberty By thls iole mcans all the

prmcxples of a free conftitution have been ﬁ-—
lently fapped radua]ly ovcrturned and tram-.
‘pled under foor, whﬂc the’ defpotxc mvadcr
mumphs in thc forms. of hberty, and the .

ipoils of . property; and to make the conque[’c;'

,the more galling, is arrayed in the mock fo~ -

'lemmtxes of law and lemﬂatlon. , Thus a ma-v .
gxﬁrate ere&s hlS tyrant thronc upon the ruins =
of the commonwealth ‘and the borrowed nghcs .
of - office rife abovc the. dxgmty of naturall
rmhts wmle a prod'oy is, formed in the po-
'lmcal horizon, {carcely lefs r!dlculous, than it
is moni‘trous and horrsble' An mdmdual ou_ ,
“haps - weak and worthlcfs, ‘owmc hxs daliy brcad

.%o the commun iy, fo far hrmloo hlmiclt wuh -

BB s ey e o
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the powers of the community, as to comiafid
that property on Wthh their ¢ owu bread dc;
pends' | : :

A thxrd argumeht i fupporf of the equa!

; }and univerfal rights of ele@ion and reprefen-

tation arifes from hence; all men bemg equally
concerned in the events; as well as in the fup-
~port of govcrnmem, are cqually entitled to a
due controul upon its power. The hberty dnd
,'property of each ate as facred to him, as any
- others can be to them, and his claim as good;

therefore no juft reafon can. be afligned why

“every one (hould not be entitled to the fame
rights and powers of guarding and defending

- them. By the principles of the conftitution, .

~‘which is only a tranfcript of ‘natural Juftice;

“the whole body of the people afe born les
o _mﬂators, ‘and inherit the right of felf-govem—»
- ment; of which nothing cou!d or ought to
~ deprive them; ‘but the fuperior law of ne-
ceffity, and the  ucter 1mpra€txcabxhty of the -

-thing in great communities; The neareft ap-
proach to the nght that is attamable, is fa=

credly theirs. ‘This is the equal right of alt .
" to choofe their delegates : which choice; when
too extenfive to be under influence from power;

~~is'but little inferior in point of ‘fafety and uti-
lity, to umverfal lecnﬂatxon, could it atually

exifly
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‘exift, and it is certamly far more conveniefts

But: when. in" contempt of nature, juftice and

©. common fcnfe ‘one man is appointed to guard
the rights of fix, by a power which is cters
‘nally hoftile to the r.ghts of all; and the great’
~body . of the community are not ~only rcpre-"
. dented in voluntary alts of the moft impor-
tant nature, .without thelr concurrence or con-
fent, but aoqmﬁ thelr will, and in deﬁance of
their ri ohts, It 1s 1mpoﬁible to. give a. name to

fo ﬁaorant and impious a vxolatxon of thc molt

” 'eﬁ’entml right " and prwdece of . the ‘commu- -
,mty, adequate to its enornmy and guilt, \Nerc
.we even to grant what is far from true, the
~.whole people to be as mcapable of chooﬁnO'

- delegates, as, of ena&mg laws, does. it fo])ow
that. they are not enutled ‘to the next approach
~.to their. natural rnohts, to choofe at l(;aﬁ the
~conftituent body, which is 1mm€dlat€]y to re-
,prefent their authorlty, “and fupport. -their -

ncrhrs? ‘Has the Crown a rxoht to take thzs

,;i(hemn butme{s out- of the h:mcs of the Comm
mons, and to bnbc thofs by, ufm'ped fran-. :
~.chifes, who were - before 'qualified by natural
. -,‘rwhtsP Have the people of England ever fur»
Irr.ndcrcd this right - to the Crown, or could
. they lawfu‘lv do ir, if they were [o d"‘f"CPf_rd'“?
 Have they ever confented, as a co'nmumt,,.
fthat ‘the ieconda:v, dencndent rights of. an’

n . of’hcc,

i
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ofﬁce, thall fuperfede and annul thofe r1ghts'

of nature from which all legal government de-
~ rives both its origin and fantion ? Were ‘this
the cafe, what controul would remain " upon
the Crown, or with what propriety could we

pronounce ‘the government limited ? The or- -

~der of nature, and the “principles of ~a free

- conftitution: would be fubverted. There would -

. be nothing popular left but the name, when
the Crown could not only eleét ‘the reprefen-
tatives® of - the people, but create thofe fran-
chifes by which ‘they were chofen, inftead of

being 1tfelf, in.its original inftitation and ap- .

pomtment the creature of the people s choice
from natural rights, In fuch a perverted ftate
of human fociety, power giving law to- right,
corrupt policy’ tramplmo on nature and juftice,

- and the creature and fervant of the ‘people
. uferping - arbltrary authorlty —-—-When fuch

*nocl\erj prevailed in the ftate, ‘and’ coynter-. .

feit powers pafled current without' the unaoc

- or fuperfcription - of legal and confhcutxonali
{overeignty, thould. we not reprobate equally
the mint, and the bafe oo:moe, and endeavour‘_
"o bring the traitors to juftice for the higheft

poﬁible treafon aca'uﬂ: the ‘Majefty, and the

laws of' God. and I\ature P-———L Ipect aHy as ‘it', :

appears in tlu., TR .
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FourTa ARGUMENT, both from reafon and
cxperrence, that no other ‘mode of ele&lon and -
reprefentatron can anfwer the end and deﬁgn of
any; whxch . 1fI mxﬁake them not; are 'to
.guard. the rights, the perfons, and the pro-

- perty. of the people from the abufe of oﬁice,-

and thc encroachments of power., VVe ‘have
-had proof and conv1€t10n “enough to our fhame n
and forrow, that a partxal reprefentatlon, llable
to corrupt mﬂuence while it becornes an in- -
ﬁrument of fraud and tyranny to the: govem-
ment, is only a trap and an mfult to. the peo-

ple.. lt is’ abfurd and rlmculous to propofe an R

end thhout uimcr the proper. means to obtam
how much more fo, to fubmu: to fuch as )

n thcu‘ nature tend to,. ﬁuﬁrate and. defeat 1t ?

For the people to Choofe a parhament thh no

other end in v1ew, but to encreafe the power | of

the Crown 3 to appomt a reprelentatwe of the. :

......

decrree of folly or gmlt, that nothmo but the ,

laf’c ﬁage of human depravrty could ﬁnl\ into,
If the -people have a right to frecdom, they
have a right to all the means  of freedom, - If
they have any ploperty, they are entitled to
Otherwxfe, they ;

are themfelves the vaﬁ'als and the propcrty of
orhers, who havc acquxred ‘the - means of'
‘ulurpmg the one, ~and ~violating' the . other. K
There

‘Dz
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Therc is nothmo fo fuperlarxvely bafe and con-
: _tempnble, as-a fcnatc devoted to . the enemy of
' fenates and of the people, cxceptmc the flaves
"and traitors, whofe corrupt faffrages made them
_the fatal inftruments of tyranny.
_ nation falls from the drgmty of its natural and

inherent rights, to accept of partial, civil fran- .

,chrfes from a magiftrate of- their own creatron,

- thus’ aﬁ'rontmg their Maker, and conccmmn0'~

- his g,lft “to idolize the work of their - own
~ hands, it is not ftrange that he gives them- up

to mfatuatron, and fuch ftrong deluﬁon, as to

. ‘believe the divine. r;aht of princes to disfran~ .
i “chife nature and " her fons» to counteract the
" {yftem of Divine Provrdence, which made men

" Bur- when a

* free that they ‘might continue upright, from a -

fenfe of dlgmty and honour. Whereas the po-
licy of prlnces, s to deorade them into corrupt

flaves, in order that they may be rendered trai-
The_
rlghts of nature’ bemor the vital fpmt of hberty -

. torous con{htuents and reprefcntauvcs..

and a’ free con(htutxon, muft revive and re-
animate the dead letter. and forms, which art-
ful ﬂatefmen will avail themfelves of, to rob
and abufe the nation, till: rouzed by its fuf-

ferings to a fenfe of the injuries-and. mdxomnes :
_ it has fultained, it fhall- affert thofe general -
rights and c}axms, that are the firft law  of
jpower,} both- by natural mﬁnce, ancrem ufaore,f

and

i 2
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_‘_wealth and labour of the people.,
troul’ upOn the Crown, cuts off all the ‘ambi-
‘,.trous ViEws, ‘and fervile purfmts of preferment :

their career. |

- the people ‘who fupplxed the blood" ‘and | trea-‘
“fure, had not only fome rlght to be confulted e

by their. chzef maorl(’crace about the _]uﬁlCB and

(21

~and the ﬁatutes, as well as charters of thc .‘
‘realm. A :

It is thls wric and eﬁ'e&ual controul arrﬁno o

from equa.l reprefentatron and an mdependent _

parliament,-that is the great Pcumblmo-block
to crowned heads, mrmﬁers, and parties, whofe

E ambmon would fport with" the rrohts, and

their luxury and ‘avarice be full fed by ‘the
Such'a ‘con~’

and piunder from the numberrefs dcpendents

‘on its abfolute’ foverexonty, pamcularly in the
 law and the ‘church, the’ revenue, and the va- -

rious - channe]s of “the pubhc expendrture.

They know full well that the Soverelgn un-
“der a real conﬁrtutronal controul could not o

Prefume to - make war Wlth half the world

'+ without the concurrence of the ‘people, even

when their great councxl was ﬁttmg, or 1f he o
did,’ they ‘would foon ‘make him fenﬁble thre
“the due 1e[’c1amt of nature, Ju{’uce, and huma-—
nity . was placed by law and policy, to check o

falfe! ambmon,' vxolcnce, ‘and oppreﬂion in
’lhey would let him know that

Lo c cxpe-j




cxpedxence of the quarrels n whrch ‘they were -
“to bleed, but that they were in truth the prir- .
cipals in the war ~who were to gmnt or refufe

the means of carrymo iton. And tht‘} wauld
be fo far from thanking him for a condefcenf G0,

in gmczazy]y mformmc the nanon he had pzcked '

and aHy, that in all probabrhty they would i~
peacb his’ mrmﬁer, for not - having . taken their

counﬁ»l and concurrence along wrth ‘him m fo

1mportam 2 tranfa&ron, efpecxally xf contrary

to ne fenfe, honour and mtereﬁ of. the king-
dom " Heé would foon. drfeover that an uncors -
rupt Houfe of - Commons werc not to be treated,

as cypHers by the. hmrted power of the Sove-
rexgn, or. the unhmxted pre umption, of hrs Mi-

'—'mﬁer._ ‘Nor. would they fuffer him to exhauf’c

the ftrencrth of the drfﬁ:rent parts of the em-

prre in a bloody vaxl war founded 1n ‘no one .

FEIN

bc pubhc we]fare but calculated merely to o
deﬁroy ‘the motives of ‘union, and the. means'
of defence ‘and thus to fubje"t the who]e to a.

trartorous ]uﬁ of arbrtrary dommlon.—-We may
therefore add a Frrru ARGUMENT n. fupport

of our do&rme. That rf a free con[htutlon.. ‘
and the rights of the people have any. vahdxty, o

force, or meamno, if they are noc the mere

traﬁck of a corrupc fenate, and the property L
) - as
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as we]l as _}Cﬂ: of the CrOWn, thelr firft prin-

crple and great. end is to give eﬁ‘e&ual controul
. t0 the executive power of the {’rate when ufed
, arbltrarrly ‘againft the (le_]x.& The - pubhc

will muft prevarl or that of mdwrduals. The

of ‘national controul are born down- by a counter

influence, which mui’c ﬁna]ly overturn the very L
‘foundanons of the confti itation, and anmhrlate a5

every fpecies of liberty. It is of little mo-

ment to the people, whether the - tyrant- who
does this be a royal one, ora _]untO of noblesv ‘
- and great commoners. ,
"‘combmed to obtam, and ‘hold the powers of
‘the ftate, mdepcndent of the w1l] and voice of .

the’ people, are as hottile to their. rights and

the ‘principles of the conftitution, as a jure di-

We ‘have a- ftriking ‘proof ‘of .
thrs in the fatal parhament, that ﬁrancﬂed the -
| kpubhc controul by the: Septenmal le/ “Had

‘they. ‘meant well o hberty or the peoole, they

'i‘trtutxon to-its ancient purity, and . to have
b*tter ]u{hﬁed the revolutlon, by putting It

“out of the power of any . future tyf‘ant [

trample on the rwhts of a free Country - But
they were not concend ing for the coa(’rrmuon

“Any . body of - men

- true fenfe of the nation in a free parhament,
~or the abfolute pleafure of minifters in a cor-
_rupt one, where the’ prmcrple and the - power

- had fufficient power to have reftored th he con-

s
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as the fcxvants and truftees of tne nat)on,
‘ 'they contendcd then, as they always will doy

- _while a party, to make’ the nation and the

conﬁxtutlon the fervants and the mﬁx u*nents of
_ thexr own mtereﬁt and ambltlon. s

The crlarmor 1mmodeﬂy of thlS proceedmg
was the - more “ftrik king, becaufe the pretence

~and apologv for the outrage upon liberty, - was

to keep men out of power who could not have-
\ ‘i.gwen it a deeper -wound, ‘than it recexved from“
~“the treach< rous hand of nominal frlends - The

- taking away | the moft effential right of the na- |
s tion, in order to prevent its- being inflaved, fa- . -

‘.vouns fo " firongly of binding free men .in. all

“cafes whatfocver that our modern’ Machiavel

feems to have caught the very fpirit of the bill,
~ from the zeal wnth which he defends it upon all
" occafions, as < the ground-work. of the confti

, 'd--tuuon ‘although both  from its efes. and»~
; _"prmmpl s, it appears to have: been the u,zder- .
g/czmd work of the enemy of God. ‘and man, .
who .in_that -tranfaflion fowed . plentifully the

tares of ammoﬁty and party violence, -which
have -brought forth an hundred fold in all parts
‘of .the empire, in the prefent au/?zcwz;s reign,

‘no lcfs friendly to 1eptenmal paxhaments, and

: Vthexr unhmmd po‘ver of bmdmc,
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~Let the people then at length’ be convacd
of the vain diftin€tions and contentions of party.
“Let thcm learn by dear- bought experience, to'_ |
place no confidence “in princes or: nobles, in
‘whom there is nio help for . thofe who fottifhly
defert their. own: ~defence; who give up the
only controul upon power that.can curb its na-
tural propenﬁty to tyranny, and:tamely refign
“themfelves to the protection: of others, whofe .
intereft -and  ambition will eternally .prompt
_them to facrifice ‘and" betray A -parliament
‘that is lefs than a true national: controul upon
the govcrnment, 1s a mockery and a lye.
T hc arguments already adduced go dxre&ly

10 prove the important . rights. of the people to

“equal and univerfal ele&ion and reprefentation.

Ithalladd a SIXTH, to obvxatc the . d:fﬁcultlcs
which arife from the pretended exélyfive rights
“of.: the. ‘conftituent body, xllcoally obtained,
and’ long exercifed in the moft - unconttitutional
manner, and the moﬁ mJurxous to the whole
‘community. I have gone to the bottom of®
this argument, as I flatter myfelf, in my pam--
phlet, on Rg/lorzrg the Confitiution, ‘publithed -
by ALmoN, page 17. I will not repeat what '
is' there advanced, but refer the reader to- it,
and content myfelf with a few general remarks

; : E E . S UPOB" v
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OWI cv1dcnce and COﬂVl&lOﬂ.‘““" s

‘upon the fubject, which I hope wxll carry thexr

£k
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Common fcnfe and Ju(’cxce dl&ate in all cafes,'
tha; a fmaller good,-and inferior: right fhould
yield to. more -general “and »important -ores,
The abfurdity .of a few: mean: boroughs ;and
corporatlons poﬁeﬁ“mg eleCtion: rights; :by: the

- grant of ‘the: Crown, not only: detrimental :to-
~ the: kmgdom at - large, but. fubveifive of  the’

conftitution and the public.libe rty, muft ftrike

every mind: -capable -of common obfervatlon. T

Nor can thefe partial: grants . ‘obtain greater au-

thority by long ufage, or prefcriptive right, ta
invalidate‘other claims, ‘founded- on higher ti+’

‘tles,” and; of more_ancient-date,:~It is extreme

folly to- fuppofe a -royali grant;- ‘or: chartér. of
immunities, can confer privileges on dependent

boroughs, - to- the - difgrace- and- m_]ury of the
.pCOple at large. . Grants* contrary ‘to Jaw and: -
* equity, ‘are ~always: thefts, ‘of “whatever: kind-
they are; - ‘but glvmg away.: the' natural - rlghts{
of a- commumty, on“which! government . is .
founded;-is the ‘higheft of ‘all: poffible ufurpa<.
'The i various tenures- of .
- the feudal fyftem, - and the different rlghts they -
‘convey, .are; all: groundcd in: tyranny,-and
~equally fubverfive of the rights of nature and
~ the: conﬁxtutlon.‘ r hey found the legiflature

“tions and treafons. "

lll
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iti-the prerooatlves of the: Crown, and grofly
- make’the rightsof - the people both: the caufe
and effect of ‘civil' govemment, : The:.people -

firlt of “all' choofé their government, and elect
their King. ‘And afterwards ngs, to thew
their “gratitude, or rather thelr pxefumptxon

return the- obligation, by granting  their ‘créa=

tors the people,”thofe very - eleCtion ‘rights by

~ which King’s and their authority. exift. -Shals

low reafoners fet up lare precedents agamﬁ.

fet ‘afide magna' charta in favour ‘of an illegal

| franchxfe.. ‘They" Would filerice™ the - rights’ of

: nature, to confirm’ the grants’ of" princes; ‘who ,
exceeded - thelr power and’ oﬁice, and eftablith
; the unequal pr1v116ges of a few, upon : pubhc\u

ufurpatxon, Tobbery, and opprefﬁon. If a fta-

tute ‘of the legxﬂature cannot ‘bind- agamﬂ: a
fundamental of” ‘the ™ conf’cltutlon, ‘how much

lels a wanton’ and wicked‘ prefumptxon of the

Crown’s prerogatlve ?-If half a dozen venal®

wretches in a’ corporatlon, have acquired by .
~ innovation the rights of .a whole city; which is
‘a cale exaltly "parallel\‘wirh the l\ifwdom,‘ahd'
the rotten boroughs, is - this - pretended- right

founded upon'a ‘robbery, g'own legal and fa-

cred’ by pofieflion, and the want of means, Of . ;

1_, a - r‘.t'}n.r

claims as old as humian fociety; and would -
invalidate the' greater “and " original | authormes,;

~ by the fmaller; and fubordmate ~'They would .

~




, ( 28 )
rather of fpirit to recover it ? Are the collufive
and treafonable pra&rces of a Worce{ter cor-

poration, ot a Shaftefbury borough to be rens
~ dered perpetual by the. profligacy of govern- o

ment, or the tamenefs of the public, upon no
better ground than that of pofleffion and cuftom,

: whrch, if the priority of thefe were a fufficient -
title, would eﬁabhlh the claims of the  whole

’ ;peOple as ﬁrmly upon precedent, as upon reafon
and ]uftzce ? ST : '

The ancrent ufage of equal ele&ron and re-

prefentatton, ufurped by the later encroach- 5

ments of the Crown and boroughs, was doubt.
lefs founded on an acknowledged right, - whlch

the intrigues of power could not abolith while'

‘the people . were more virtuous, and the. go-
vernment unable to corrupt : them. . From the
old pra&rce may not only be. 1nferred the rxaht,

~but alfo the pra&rcabrlrty of the thing; the

contrary of which it is certamly mo{’t prudent .
to take for oranted When rmml’cers refolve not

10 make the expexrment. o

But faé‘rs are. deerﬁve arguments as far as~ :

they vo.  Nor can any fophiftry evade the con-

' clufion, that a popular nght enjoyed in paﬁ:

ages, may again be renewed in the fame coun-
try, ancl under a con{’crtunon, at lealt of equal

freedom,

e e
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‘Men who .with not ¢ a perfe&

freedom.
- fyftem of reform,” becaufe hoftile ‘to party,
may amufe us w1th .common place phrafes |
- about “ the temper and a&ual errcumﬁances‘

of the natron. They may utter dark faymgs
about other given czrcumj‘amer -and ¢ gj-
gible plans of improvement, which are the beﬁ
that caz be obtained.”  We will not laugh at

the choice that is zmpofed by the will of another,

but furely this Hobfor’s choice’ needed noora-
cular mfprranon, or metaphyﬁcal fubtlety to ‘
difcover! A plain man would afk, how do we |

know what the people can obtam, nll they
“have taken the proper meafures to put the .
- queftion bome? "If they are to acqure{ce in

whatever a corrupt and ufurped authorrty de-
crees, it is giving up. the point of right to the

\ml'olence of power. If the counties, lrke La..

zarus, muft be laid at the mlml’ters gate, to
receive the; fcraps that fall from the table of
office ; or like Amerrea, brouorht to the foot

'of his authorrty, let their. deputres put on fack-

cloth and afhes, and deprecate venoeance, in-.
ftead of mockmg and drlhonourmg then' coun-

,'try by clarms of juftice.

Is not therr fyﬁem eoercron and 0ppreH‘ on

. erl they therefore part ‘with anv portion of .

thexr power or plunder thhout compulﬁonP. |
And-
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And if a part may b'e "ob'tained thlough f‘ear of

for p0pular rlohts, Ihould always be prefented
properly feconded and fztpported “ Minifters
then wrll be marvelous condefcendmg, when

( 31 )
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. theu' maﬁers Crown, or their own heads may . end -of -  party, . Havmc talked. them.: out of

anfwer the refufal. But the reafon of thrs mo-
def’c drfﬁoence is plam.‘ Were the natron to‘
fecover  its full rlghts, there would. be none
for party. to ufurp And it is from hence only
~ that ‘the’ counties . are m{’tru&ed to " be very ,
. fparmg in their demands, left by ‘acquiring too - ’ bear., et
much, they fhould become too independent for | ‘ L
~ the management of party, ‘and faction thould
be a'ftate game no longer worth olaymc.' i
the recovery of popular rwhts, and the re~

their Ii berty, by a falfe . dependance upon par=
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'Onei Would think the buﬁnefs of a patrrot :
pppoﬁtron in. fuch times, 'were not to- ‘flatter
and- encourage the- stemper of a,; .corrupt - fetvile

. But men attached to party, had rather fuby

| mit to .any: government, than -a- reformation

. that comes from the’ people Mmlﬁers may
be drfplaced - but. if, the people recover. their

natural -and conftitutional rights, . there is an |

lxamentary redrefs, they would- fain ‘perfuade
~ them, that they can. talk- them into it again, ‘at g

leaft into, ﬁth a.portion . of it, as the: aél:ual i

c1rcumﬁanccs and - temper of the natron can .

:l’tormg and i Improving the con{’trtutxon depend I people “Qr:to.. acqmefce in"the circumftances -

upon’ the will of the, prefent mmlﬂ:ers, can it
be fuppofed that veterans 'in tyranny ‘and
bloodthed wrll admlt of popular reforms .to
fave the purfe or the throat of the publrc, fo E

ambmon > 1f the natron mu{’c be a beaoar for
s rlghts to the rotten boroughs, it muft be a
‘fturdy beggar, -able to alarm their fears (vrl- '
Nains of all kmds are foon alarmed) or the
prayer of the county petrtrons can anfwer no

and condmon in which.an arbltrary policy hath

B

by the Jvirtue and {pirit: of | the honeft-'part of

lranrentary debate., s :-;‘;;v;'; e

But thefe aﬂembhes Wlll be duped by the

end but to drlhonur themftlves and fwell the._ N B hollow craft Wthh on all other occafions h
: . as

prefumptron and confidence of thexr op reﬁ'ors

laboured to miflead the pubhc _]udgment with’

But
the

involved ' them ; but to endeavour to reform
- the evil temper, ‘and’ begter ‘the. condition,” by
any meaps: that ; ‘might ofl’er, salthough it were

the nation in the county - meetings, and - not |
throuoh the channel of party intereft, and par-; )
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the fame plauﬁb]e cant about the ¢ temper
and actual circumftances of the nation.”  Ge-
-neral ferms, which apply to all -purpofes and
parties, and. appear to- conceal fomethmg out
of prudence, gain refpc& becaufe ‘no¢ under-
flood, and give the writer or the fpeaker credit
~ for more dxfrernment and dxfcretxon, than the
i’crongeﬂ: sargument. . They are: cxcellencly

zdapted to ftate adventurers, who mean to

' pafs upon the underftanding, and play ‘at “faft
~ and loofe with the cullibility of mankind, ge-
f nerally too timid, or too guarded to adopt

~opinions of their- own. . And to keep the

‘ peoplc dependent, ' they’ muft remain ignorant,
“or.undecided. :Decided -principles'lead to firm
refolutxons, and thefe to. a&lon; ‘which : thuf-

- fling, ‘evafive polmcxans wili always avoxd o

p}ay the fame game of cautlon.

F or into Whatcver mxfchlefs they betray the

publxc, by their felfith or ‘treacherous counfels,
they .will. never. fail, if poﬁ‘xble, to fccurc a

© retreat. for thcmfclves.

1 Ahave thus far cdnﬁdered the primary, una-
lienable rights of the people, particularly as
“they relate to equal election and reprefcntatlon,‘ .
the great national -controul upon power, and

the gumdxan of pubhc liberty and property;
I can-
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Icannot quit this ground . without tranﬁently‘d

touching on thofe moral and religious rights

~ of free enquiry, private judgment, “and hberty‘_

of conicience, which are equally the primary

rights of nature, wnh thofe that are civil and

! political. Prieftly dominion, ecclefiaftical con-
Ritutions and governments, liturgies founded
on creeds, ‘and . fy(’cems of . human- mvcntlon,

. are as. contrary to-the ﬁmp iciy: and - liberty
of the Gofpel as to men’s inherent rights of -

thmkmcr and Judgmg for themfelves, to which

revelatlon appeals, and on which ail relxcrzous :

and moral obligation - are: founded Amcles

of faith are the trammcls of the mmd They :
anfwer no end ;but to introduce myf’cerv and

fan&ify xmpoﬁure, while they .confound " truth

“and plain fenfe, and enflave the’ undcrﬁandmg
and confc1ence to .the biind cruxdance of ‘error

and fuperﬁmon.,‘ When the throat of cres

duhty has been once. ﬂrctchcd to fwallow tran-'
fubftantiation; _the athanafian creed, . or the di-:
‘vine. right of princes, . the fhackl les of prlef’c-:‘
: craft are ﬁxed and rxveted upon fuch mmds; :

And to fuch doé‘tr;nes and behcvers 1t s

0wmg, that the - hberal fpmt of chnﬁxamty m :
cﬁabhfhed rehmons 1s made to brcathe fo much
mtolcrant zeal and becomes’ the parent . and:
| nurfe, as well as the fcourge of fchifm and

- ‘F‘ - {c&aries 3

N
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feQaries s that the very prayers of the church
~.are diftared by the fpirit of uncharitablenefs,
which ought, like the Lord’s Prayer; to be
 expreffed in the moft general terms, excluding

the preftlmption of private opinion, and com- -
prehending, as far as poffible, the great truths

only in which  all ‘chﬁftians agree. Théy

might then cordially unite in the fame com-

mon worlhip, and no ftumbling blocks would
be thrown in the way ' of reafon or confcience,
for. the purpofe of narrowing the path of pr’éa-
fetm_:-:nt,z and ftamping the orthodox mark ﬁpon’
the fimple flock. A liturgy  compofed for all

incere chriftians, with the fame latitude that
‘Chrift’s own example warrants ‘and teaches, -

- would do more to root out hypocrify ‘and un-
- charitable cenfure, blind zeal and bigotry, than
all:other .means- whatever; while the fan&ion
-of damnatory creeds continues to fépya-rat'e' bre-
thren, and to- embitter their fpirits againft
each other. - Were fuch a tuly catholic’ li-

 turgy onte eftablithed, honeft men might wear -

~ gowns, and mien of underftanding be their
difciples. But as the Church has always taken

‘part with the Crown, in:fupporting its ufurpa.
~tions over the rights' of the people, and its
chief facred promotions depend fo much upon -

- its civil proftitutions, upon unchriftian facri-’

- fices at minifterial altars, we cannot wonder
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it thould firive to compleat the fyftem of ty<
ranny by religious faith'and fuperftitious wor--
thip, WihiCh ‘commenced in a jure divino prero-
gative. - What is founded in impotture. can
only be fupported by delufion. And when
the ‘mitre dictates to our faith, under pain of -

damnation, it is no wonder the Crown' thould
ufurp fo far upon our natural and civil rights,

as to dictate to our very intentions, under the -

 penalty of death.

Haviﬁ‘gthus‘ ftated a_nd fupported the argu-

ment in favour of the primiry, fundamental

rights of the people, both nartural, civil, and -
facred, there will be lefs difficulty 'in  afcer-

‘taining the nature, and fixing the limits of thofe.-
‘rights that “are sEcoNDaRy, official, derived,
~and dependant, which belong to magiftrates

and government,

" The fycophants of power, efpecially the ec~
clefiattical, have taken great pains to 1ad:le the
people with the divine right of princes; and -
the divine inftitution of government, as if thefe

~came immediately from' heaven, without the

inftrumentality of fecond caufes, and claimed
obedience from that authority only, however -

~ unjuft the title of ‘one, or the principles of the -
- other, The reafon is obvious; they want to

~F2 . make
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.:'make 5otb prior to, and mdepcndent of thﬁ
‘vights of the people, which we know are’ de-
;fllved from God enly, and are truly dlv;nc
rights for that reafon, as being above all, human
limitation or controul. - Whereas the fecon-
dary, official rights, deputed to governments
and civil ‘magiftrates, béin‘g no otherwife of

divine origin, than the .vox populi may be

called vox Dei; are not fo properly rights as

- trafis—They are not rights in behalf of the

mamﬁrates or Government but of ‘thofe con-

- i’mucnt powers - that. deputed: them. An of-

fice, however. exalted, *can' have no divinc
tights which is of human origin; can have
”po inherent rights, ‘which is 1tfdf a derived
and dependent power, Its rights are in truft
for others benefit, and they are rather debrs
than rights arxhnc from the truft,” The right
at leaft is. fo clofely conneéted with the truft,
that it cannot fubfitt without it. Alleguncc
to government infers protection ; _that s, a
- due. application’ of the public ftrength and
wealth to .its own preieryanon. and profpent;,‘
which whenever cnabloyeci in the:{ervice of
‘the’ Crown only, to raife its power above the
prlmary rights of ‘the people, that government
is traitorous to its tiuft and its mafters, and
confequently their allegiancé is diffolved, upon

- the firft. prmc1ples of the conﬁtutmn The

C rown’s
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"érown’s\prerbgati‘{es being the grant& of - the
~ people for the public honour'and fervice, can- .
not lawfully be employed againft the people,

nor trample on the facred parental rights that
gave them being, without the higheft treafon
againit the community, and the God of na-

ture. Prerogatwc relates to the office, not to
" the man—1It is the deputed power of the peo-
: ple, a&mg by virtue of their paramount rights,

~ and under the controul of their- fuperior au~ .

thonty Were the kingly office. derived from

~ God only, or from " any other origin than the

will and appointment .of .the: ‘people, noth,n

~ could be more abfurd than thofe oaths, char-
- ters, and compaé‘ts, by which his power is li-

mited, and he is bound to- the- difcharge of a

mutual obligation, truft, and duty The con- -
ftitution of England would in that cafe, be

very -concifely and- proper]y exprefled ‘in' the

~ royal ‘motto, Dieu et mon droit, (God and
" my right) which dlfclalms the rights of the
| _,.peOple, and arbltramly founds his title on the

jus divinum, and the right of fucceffion. And

confequently, the government being a mere
-perfonal  concern, privilege, and - prerogative,

held from, and accountable to God .only," he

“could have no occafion for any other powers -
‘to carry the authority of a divine hereditary

rxoht to thc higheft pltch his own will - and

pleafurc ;

eSS

e,




| ( 38 )
p}eafu're might dictate, as minifters and their

~creatures have lately “afferted in parliament.

o Nothing could be more. impertinent than for
~ “the Common’s Houfe to affume the high ftile
of graming fupplies, when an authority more
.than human, could demand any portion of their
blood and treafure that the luft of dominion,
or the luft of vengeance might dictate. ~ The
- power. of - granting without that of refufing,

~which cannot fubfift with the Crown’s abfojute”
prerogative of making war, would be the moft
fbl@mn'mockery, of -a nation’s rights, that a |
fervile race could endure. . The legiflature

would" then’ become the mere regifter of the

. royal edi@ts, a ‘commiffion of - accounts to the
Crown, as the prefent motley board of mi-
- nifterial clerks are to the premier and his

_corrupt majority.

The forms of,pgrliamcn;, though now but
- a dead letter, fhew clearly enough what thieir
- meaning was, when the fpirit of the conftitu-

tution and of the nation furvived.” Nor can
the rights of ‘the people, though betrayed by
- venal -conftituents, . be explained away by the

{ophiftry of minifters,

They may bribe the paffions, -ghe‘y: cannot fo
far corrupt thé judgment, but that common

Afenfe
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fenfe ﬁill'fcad the true principles of the le

giflature in its very face and forms, although
preferved for no other purpofe than a fanétion
and a maik for tyranny, .~

‘To evade and fruftrate this natural fyftem

~of rights and power, there are not wanting

various fubftitutes, from the jarring interefts
of ambition. . The higheft votaries of ‘the
Crown do not fcruple to ‘declare, that '« Men

_give up their natural rights when they form

communities, and feek “the prote@ion of go-
Vernmel‘]t.”: B o e e T

[E

" The Tory argument- for the divine inftitu-

" tjon of government, and - the "-'?hdivine' right of .
princes, abfurdly grants that there are rights

of nature, contrary to thefe divine inftitutions ;

‘and that though men are formed for govern~
~ment  and - civil - fociety, ‘and are alfo formed

with natural rights, they infil that thele two.
formations are oppofite and irreconcileable, and -
that the rights of nature muft be given up be-

fore men can be qualified to anfwer the end .

- and defign of nature.- Whereas it is obvious,

as the gifts of nature cannot contradi@ the de-
ﬁgns of nature and Providence, - that thofe gd-

~vernments muft be unnatural which men can.
not live under without religning God’s gifts,

. defg(:ing

P4
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defacing his image, and marring his work, in

order to qualify, them for. Tory degeneracy,
 the image of a beaft, and the law of  tyrants.

. If ‘the Divine Creator intended mankind: for
~defpotic governments where was the neceﬂity
* of .implanting in their natute a fenfe of rights,

and a love of liberty, merely to facrifice them -

to arbitrary dominion? Would they not rather

‘have been created with flavith prmcrples and

propenfities adapted to the end for which they

were profefledly . defigned ? - Otherwife there
~ mutft appear to be-as httle wifdom in the forg, 3
matiop, as there is JUﬂ:lCC in the government s
‘and the law of nature muft be fuppofed ca<:
- pricioufly to act. upon contrary principles, and
10 ‘oppofite ends, .in giving men: rxghts not to '

" [be exercifed ; in making them free, to, quahfy
them for flaves.: Ought- we not rather to infer
from the wifdom, - Ju{hce, and. goodnefs of our
Maker, that it is more reafonable: governments
thould be accommodated to. the: natural make

and frame of -mankind, than. mankmd new
»modelled contrary o nature, to fit them for‘

oovernment? If in the oovernmenr of - the

nurfer), which is the mo{‘c abfolute; from the

helplefs condmon of childhood;- nature has

guarded aoamf’c the tyranny of the parent by -

‘ ’ﬁroncr aﬁeéhon, and “the ﬂavxfh fubje€txon of

| ~ the offspring, by early refentment of and re~
o ' ~ ﬁﬁanee
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i’iﬁance to oppref’ﬁon, it is pretty evrdent that o
~ the authomty which nature herfelf reJe&s ‘and .
" feproaches by the mouth of mfancy, was never

-intended to be exercifed by the magiftrate over,' “
\?COmmumues of men. The ﬁate of naturé
with regard to. mankmd 18 doubtlefs that.
Atate for which ‘they were generally intended:
‘“Confequcmly, fociety and - civil government
' being confcﬁ’edly the true flate of nature;
,there can be. no neceﬂity for giving up na-

tural rights or prmmples to qualify them for
govemments, unlefs it were fuch ‘as meO'
contrary to- the rlohts and laws of - nature,f

- prove themfelves to be lawlefs ufurpations:
~ The man that gives’ up his natural rights for
the beneﬁts of civil fouety, goes lefs than a
" man into the commumty,_lt is therefore  na .
‘wonder lf his arbltrary rulers fhould prefumc
_to treat . him' like a beaft, or which is lietle
better, a ﬂave.' It _would be- thouoht a ridi-
culous idea for’ any one to give up the natural |
ufe of his legs upon acquiring a Carriage, or
of his-arms, on obtaining a fervant, Pexhap

thefe are lefs abfurd than a whole commumty

- rreﬁgnmg thofe natural rights and powers o
‘covernment, from wthh all cxvxl ‘power s
“derived, and to Wthh it - mnﬁ ever be acs
»'coumable, under a government of laws ; which
if they are founded on, natural Juﬁzxce, muft

G : be
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be the guardian of natural rights.
gar, Tor) concext, 4of giving up. thefe rights
'to make room for the uncontrouled fway and
- full fwmg of power, betrays the urmoﬁ ig=

The Vul-

 norance cf the plmcxples of our con{htutlon,
“and the ends of government, whofe great ob- .

- Jeé’c IS to prevent their bemc cither furreﬂdered
or invaded s to preferve and “cherith thofe po-

pular prmleoes which are the great national -

~ controul upon power, and on the equal and
2 perfeverlnc exercife of whlch law, hberty and -
 property, the thxee ﬁlf’c blefﬁngs of mankmd

; depend

'

Other advocates for crowns and arbltrary .

: domxmon, difcover . the fame ignorance or par-
tla‘lty, when t.‘hey reprobate the umverfal exer-
cife. of popular rights in equal Y@Prefenratron
as ta.ntamount to repubhcamfm ‘They would
mock the, nation with the forms of liberty ;

~there is pothmg they dread fo much as the -
reahty. They affet to admire the conf’cxtu-u

_tion, - and hold it facred in theory, for no
ocher purpoie than to make a more merito-
rious facrifice of it to government,

ftitution has ftood the teft of ages.
fend it now, " would be 1o aﬁ"ronc the common
fenfe of mankmd

rayS, Smelts and Tuckers pralfe and profane ,‘
the

The con-
To de-

Even Stuarts and Mur—‘

tranfgrefs moft aoamﬂ: it,’
as a fralking horie to the Crown, to guard .
tyranny from fufplcxon, and to betray the pub-

- of the ftate . muft arife
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‘the con{htutxon

peal fuch men ‘make to it, even when they

hc rlghts, whlch tney fear openly to violate. -

Thelr real prmc1ple xs, that a KmO‘ mu(‘t be

" abfolute, or he is no King; and the ‘people

paﬂive, or they are no fubjeé’ts ;- which are the
- very things the conftitution” has eontnved to
guard agamfc And unlefs it aniwer this end
in actual government-as well as in fpeculatxon,
by proving the real guardlan of the people’s
rights, thereis not 4 vainer or more. ‘empty
found, than the boaﬁed conﬁxtutxon of Eno-
land - ‘

.

But the more moderate Tones do not oo

‘quite fo’ far' though devoted to the Crown

~ agaiifl the.people, they profefs a. refped for.

~liberty, and they regard- decency too much to
‘wifh her to yicld her virtue and honour with-"
out refiftance. “There muft be an oppofition,
thou0h a.mere aﬁ'e&ed ftruggle. The repofe
from the - ftrife of -
parties, - Let the nation be only together. by
the cars,’ and- the Crown will rule them by:
G 2’ | their

‘nor can a greater proof of
its excellence be given than the conftant : ap-

They would ufe it
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therr own content'ons, and then . all \will gq
'well They derc*CAtL publrc union and har-
mony as the greateft of all natronal evrls, be-
“caule thrs alone can c1rcumfcr1bc. the power of
therr idol the Crown within conf’crtunonal 11-
" mits, and prevent mrmﬁers from dommeermo
- over the people by party. and corruption,
"Buno naturally .a credulous . race, they ufe .
terms and phrafes wrthout underftanding their
‘_true meaning and applrcatron. An Opp"ﬁtlon
- arifing from prrnup € in matters of debate, is

“founded in the na{ture of men, and of tmngs .

;thré is falutary, bmh for the Pcate ami nauon.
But a uniform . fupport, or oppoﬁuon to go-\ .
'yvernment, from mercen ry motrves, from thc

vpublxc plinder in. pouef'ion, or profpe& isa
clear: proof . that the whole commumty is in-
- fetted with the court difeafe, and is rather. 3
fign" of “its approarchmor ‘diffolution, than of
"{ound prmcrp es, -and _vigour: of conﬁrtuuon.
The ariftocratic: Whros, who boa{’c much- of
~their.. loyalty, and more of therr popular at-
~ tachments, as OCCaﬁon furts therr purpofe, havc
another plan of mendmg and 1mprovmo the
. conftitution, bv trimming dexterouﬂy between
‘the interefts of both ; uﬁncr the Crown agam{l:
the people, when in power - the people againft
the Crown, When out. Accordrng to the old
gdaoe, xnedro tutrﬁimus 1brs, they enaeavour
- ’ ' tO
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o unite the two extremes of the conftitution in.

themfelves ;. and if they. poﬁ”efs not all the ma--

. Je{’cv of the Cuown, nor all the jplendor of ma-
. Jeﬁ tncy will humbly content themfelves with

. whatl”oever, they will do it with that gentlenefs a

its power.  Or if at any time, expedzency fhould
call upon them to bind. the people in all cafes

and difcretzon, hrch will ever drl’rmgmlh the,
amiable. man, and the true _patriot. . But not-

f,;wnh{’candmg the C’reat proofs thcy have .ex-"""

hibited of therr abllrty and ‘moderation, nerther,

" the Crown . nor nation . fcems drfpo fed to place

a conﬁdence in them. .

The .one. 1s Jealous of

| _»They both want fervamfr, mt ma/fers, W mh'

_drfqmllhes them ‘as, a_party, for the county-

“affdciations, as - mueh as for the court, .. For
. if the lateer can carry all pomtq wrrh 2 hrgh o

“hand by the party already employed, it can -

have no. reafon to chanoe. " And if the. people

v, wrlh to. recover and mamtam their own rights,
.Wlth thofe of the conftitution, it would be the
_extreme of folly to put’ themfelves again in -

. the power of a party.

As mdlvxduals, fellow— o

_citizens,: and aﬁ'ocrates, they might do much

in their refpective countrcs, for therr country’s -

mtere& and their . own As leaders and. con-

‘federateq, whether in or. out of parliament, I

am perfuaded they wrll no farther ‘be confided
~ . co m)_
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'm, than the dlhntereﬁed virtue and fpmt of :
their condué fhall recommend - thein to tth

public in'the’ prefent. alarmmg crifis. . But

where aftsr all is ‘this v1rtuous,,thxs patnot*~
public of which I fpeak, and to which T ad- -
drefs myfelf"’ The Scottith race, confider the
chara&er almoft “as fabulous; and I am forry
“to fay the- ‘great thg party, when we appeal

to the brave and honeft people of England,
‘commonly aflk with a {neer, and'a look  of

affeCted defpondency, where they are to be’

found > They want on}y the femblance of virs

tue to- fupport the” appearmzce of hberty and -

- the conﬁltutxon, and they defpair even of that.
We hear of county aflociations - for reﬁormg

- the conftitution, ‘by recovering the rights of.

the peoPIC but we are told by Whig and

'Tory, it is a mere jeft; that the people” havc

‘not the fpmt to fupport  their claims—but are

“ready, with a beggarly humxhauon, to accept
the charitable alms of mmxi’cerlal mdulgence, .
or truckle with.equal patience to ‘minifterial B

dnfolence Where, -exclaim- thefe friends of

: plerocratwe and party, where are the boafted .

- 'people in whofe honour and refolutzon you

* confide - Alas!” you -feek not . the living, but
‘.the dead! ‘The glorious anceftors of thefe de- -
~generate people would have known | the voice |

of the charmer ~when dxvmc liberty was the
: - fong,

e,
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fong. But thelr loft and wretched o&‘sprmg,

- the dregs of England’s better blood, and hap-
- pier days, know no voice; and follow no

charm but that of mtercf’c or fenfual granﬁ- B

‘catxon.—-—-My countrymen, this is a. melan-

choly account of your degeneracy! It refts

_with yourfelves to confirm it by a tame ac-

" quiefcence under oppreflion, or to. refute it
i by a. noble’ i’cruogle for. your: rl.rzhts and li-

~ berties, - For my own part, I regard the bafe
’fimputimon upon my cQuntry. as falfc and ca-
~ lumnious; propagated to divide and dxfpmt
‘you, by your pretended friends, who not bemg
~able to ufe your affociations to ‘get into power, |

. would now depreciate your virtue,’ as the rivals

of their party intereft, ‘and credit Wlth the na-

. tion.. The twenty thoufand bra've and zmcar-f

rupt freeholders of Yorkﬂure o lately con-

'Jured up ' in. parhament, in terrorem to adml-
. niftration, as men of firm minds, not to-be
~ trifled with or infulted, are. fuddenly anmhx-\"
lated by the breath of party, with all other .
\ dcfcrxpuons of men in that and the other coun-

ties, at leaft double, if not treble the number -
of all the frceholders. Thefe twenty z‘bouf,m i

"‘bold men, thh the worthy Baronet at their

head, were, it feems all ‘in éuc/eram for the

.purpofe of fwaogermg admxm(’cratlon out of -

thexr places, and thc oppoﬁtxon into them, B

Havmcr .
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Havmg fazled ih that fervice,’ they ‘are now
‘ ‘dxfmﬁ'ed by their leaders, or laid faft aﬂeep
by the 0p1atc of diferetion and expedzence, ‘pre~
pared from the original’ recipe, and ‘adminif-

tered by the moft- njpeﬁable practitioners in -

the: feveral counties. * The eleions of Wef’c-

mmf’ter and Surry, fo. glorions” for the people, 4
‘and all other - trmmphs of ‘their vntuc and

.fpmt, }are artfully Concealed to prévent thlﬂr

- recovering thofe rights whxch w0uld for ever -

So that the cbunty aﬁ’ocxay

. _j}txons, " committees, and delegates, have evi<
E dently to deal with a rz'val ‘treachery from the" |

‘ ':mmhllate party

- party contendmg for power which if they do

. not guard againft, and . purge their affemblies

‘and’ counfels from, they will fall a fa.crlﬁce to
. "Lt them
'~ ftand aloof from party, and’ party leaders, and

confide ‘only in. God, their ‘country, and their
‘ 'r1ghts, and I truft the p60plc of England will
yet be found, when they are lealt expe&ed ‘to
“their own honour and triumph, and the cons
fafion of all their enemies. That they have .
. not a.ready appeared . with more vigour and
. effe®, is owing to:a conudence in" double <
dealing Pcatefmen, whofe mtereﬁ: it'is 'to de:
lude’ and betray them,  not to lead ‘and’ fup-'rv'
. 'port Here indeed; is the defed?, the thamefal -
defeé‘t of Encrhfh v1rtue and fpmt, whxcb canis’

‘ Coonot-
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not fail of fpreadmo diftruft and alarm among

. the inferior orders of the people. T hey who
~oppofe the government, will not concur with

the nation. "They will not -Jead their coun-
trymen but from motives of intereft or. am-
bition. They will not affit to refcue. their
country from tyrants, but on condition of be-
commg its maﬂers themfelves. '

And now, my countrymen and fellow ci-
tizens, 1 take leave of you—I have fhewn you
your true fituation, and defended your rights,
I trult, fubf’cannally and fatlsfaé’torx ‘What
remains, but that you forthwith aITert thefe

, nghts, and be, what Nature made you———men, ‘

or by negleétmg and abandonmc them, be-
come the reproach of nature, and the fcorn of -
the univerfe ¥ Twice degenelate and - fallen' |
Loft to liberty as well as.to virtue! and doomed
in the fweat of flavith brows to till the oround :
for . tyrant ma{ters, both fpmtual and tem-

/'poyalll.‘\ ) ) A

s

.. Univerfal fui.’frage is the great charter of na-~
“ture.  Affert her grants, and be free and hap-
py !—Refign them, and you renounce- the au- -

thority of ‘univerfal nature, and the dlgmty of
your own. You are then no longer fit fub-

jeéts for. govemment, divine or human.  Go-".

H - vernment

~ -
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~vernment difclaims you, for that fuppofes the
concurrence of reafon and will in the governed.
It fuppofes law as a rule and_reftraint ; both to
“prince and people. The wretched flaves who
obey z{nother’s will, are not govérned_. They
“have no concurrence or confent, but like the

‘horfe or the hound move to the command or .

the whip of 'the driver. They are hardly to
be called-agents, much lefs free aoents, who
ate the paflive .inftruments of uncontrouled
power. : But I ftop here—To the well di fpofed
and . v1rtuous, attached . to liberty. and - their
- country, I have faid: enough ~On the dif~
 fipated, debauched ~corrupt and felﬁfh mmd_
~ argument is thrown away, Truth,. honour,
and the . rights of .their fellow cmzens, make
no “impreffion. They muft be left to other
' mﬁxné‘cor}s‘, “not. far d;{’cant,

‘and nakednefs, opprefiion and mifery, the never
failing attendants’ ‘upon tyranny and . ufurpa~

- tion,

“. ... . POSTSCRIPT,

to open : thelr :
- eyes—Even to adverfity and forrow, -hunger
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HAVE perufed w1th ve:y great fatlefaé‘tlon

and advantaoe the excellent letter of Lord
Carysfort to the Huntmcdonfhlre comnmtee,
and though I find frequent mention of the
peoples natuml rights, even as fundamcntal
to the conf’cxtutxon, mterfperfcd ln that va-
luable performance, yet, to fhew how .

perfe&ly thole’ rlghts have been . undexﬁood‘ ,
as the ground of all law and legal. govern-"

ment, I muft, thou0h relu&antlv, .quote : a
paﬂ”age from the 12th. page of the letter,

which, if I miftake not, will too - well Juﬁxfy

the motive of ‘this work. < To cut away,

fays his Lordthip, the rotten borovghs and

‘encreafe the reprefentation of the - ‘counties,

would be to lay the axe to the root; yet

there is an . mjuﬁzce in’ depriving a man of his"

freehold becaufe it is poffible he might make
an ill ule of it. A property dmved under
the law, and not forfeited by - mifcondu@,
fhould be deemed facred. The dmfranchlfe-
.ment . of a, boroucrh on. pretence of wcneral

;nnp ovement perhaps is not to be jultified,

Hz .- and
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and it mxght be dangerous to eftablith thc
Upon how . narrow a fcale is
this reafoning, and how. unworthy the other
oreat and liberal fentiments exprefled in the
l':ttcr? Can it be unjuft, politically {peaking,
in regard of the public welfare, the great end |

~ and ohjed of ‘all goo'dgo(/emment ‘to deprive

ind1v1duals of privileges, which it is confeffed
tbey mav abufe to the detriment of the com-
munity ? ‘Does not common | fenfe proc]alm,‘
that juﬁm to the ‘public is firft to be con-.
fidered, as the more facred and imporant .ob-
366” ‘Can -any man, upon any prmuple of
equity, claim a 7ight to a’ civil - power ‘or pri-

&

. vilege, which may Dbe, and is conftantly "ufed

“to deprive a nation of its natural rxghts ?- Nay,

whofe very diftintion of -privilege arifes from

an innovation upon the firft principle of the
conftituticn, and a traitorous ufurpation:of the
rights of the ;whole community ? Is it not
“abford’ to call a freehold, obtained and held
by the illegal, unconftitutional grant of the

Crown, ‘¢ a right. derlved under the law » o

“which 1s d:rc&ly fubverfive of the laws them-

felves, and the lecal rights of others, and

given by tyrants for the very purpofe of de-
‘ftroying popular rights ? ‘The right of ele&non
and. mpxc{cntanon, as'1 have fully proved

not derived under the law, ‘but from the prin- ;~
. ciples
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ciples of natural juftice. It is the origin and

fource, not the offspring of the Jaws.: Nor

"~ can it ever be. deemed facred when: vfed as

private property, whofe {ole comimon, ufe,
and end, is public good. Cn the contrary,
it becomes de jure, null and: void, forfeit to

“public rights .and public juftice, whenever it
1s pro{’ututed to the private views and interefts

of the public delinquent.  His Lordfhlp grants
in the followmg fentence, * ¢ that ‘there are
fome - boroughs, which have fo little claim in
reafon and juftice to fend members to par-
hament that if it could be done without in-

- jury to property, - without any violation to
conftitutional prmc:ples, they ought to be dif- -

franchlfed »

To have been conﬁf’cen’t\ with his other li--
bcral and juft notions, thould not his Lordihxp,
rather - have faid, ‘they ought never to have . -
~been franchlfad to' the mjury “of other men ?

The rlghts of a community cannot be pro-

perty to mdxv1duals for thls is a contr“dzﬂxon |
Nor is it any violation to confti-.
~tutional principles, to disfranchife thofe whofe

1n terms.

franchifes are unconftitutional, and who would
ufe them to deperC their country of all it
natural and leoal rights.

Had his Lordfhip
- uled the free and ﬂ:rono powers of his own
‘ _inde-
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| V\A,mdepcndent mind,’ and)fought the prmmples |
" of the.conftitution’ in the-laws ‘and rights of
'.-;'nature mﬁead of German antxqultles, -and thc
feudal ‘tyranny of the Norman ' invadet,” w1th-
the codes of proﬁltuted law, - dictated -by fuc-
" .ceedmg tyrants,  he could ' never ~have "con~
ceived errors of fuch prime magnitude, whlch
- were they. admitted, would anmhxlate ﬁri’c prin=
. ciples, - by giving vahdlty to ufurpatlons, and
- eftablifhing ' the ‘abufed tru{‘cs and ‘powers of

ofﬁcc, above the rmhts of nature, and the- Lawsv
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