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THE only fault that can be afcribed to that which our
anceftors eftablifhed is, that it has not proved to be
perpetual 3 which is no more than may be juftly faid
of the beft human conftitutions that ever have been
in the world. If we will be juft to our anceftors, it
will become us in our time rather to purfue what we
know they intended, and by new conftitutions to
xepair the breaches made upon the old, than to ac-
cufe them of the defets that will for ever attend
the aftions of men. Taking our affairs at the worft,
we fhall foon find, that if we have the fame {pirit
they had, we may eafily reftore our nation to its an-
cient liberty, dignity, and happinefs, and if we do
not, the fault is owing to ourfelves, and not to any
want of virtue and wifdom in them.

- - ALGERNOON SIDNEY’s
Difcourfes concerning Government,
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. TO THE
COMMISSIONERS OF SUPPLY

FOR THE

COUNTY OF DUMFRIES.

GENTLEMEN,

TO whom can I with equal
propriety dedicate the following
fheets, as to you whofe conduct
has uniformly afforded a ftriking
example of that independence of
{pirit, which forms (as I think, and
as I endeavour to thew) the charac-
teriftic of the body of Commiffion-
ers of Supply in Scotland? If I
could flatter myfelf, in any de-

| gree,
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(iv )

gree, with the idea of con‘fribu-

ting to eftablith'youin thofe rights,

to which. I think you fo juftly

eﬁtiﬂed‘, it would be a reward

much more than fufficient, to re-
pay me for any pains 1 may have
peffowed upon the fubj‘er'@c. o

I have the ho'nquxj to ,’be,

Gentlemen,

{

-  ; “Your moft obedient; and -
' Faithful humble fervant,
ROBERT FERGUSSON:

ERUNBURGH, ?
Nov. 22. 1792

~ INTRODUCTION.

PDEFGRE T }:ntvcfr-t‘i’pvon the particular
- fubje& I have to treat, I fhall attempf,
in as few words as poflible, to give a fketch
of the hiftory of the reprefentative {yftem
of Scotland ; and to- trace its progrefs from
aftate of the moft perfe@ freedom to the

ﬁfuati0ﬁ5 in which ;Wie'n(jw leeite oo,

" By the ‘ancient conflitution of the Scot-
tith 1pavrliam'e'ht', all freehiolders, or tenants
i capite, (formerly the only real proprie-
¢ tors of the land) were bound to give perfo-

| malattendance in the King’s parliament, We

A : its

are not, however, to believe, that this part

|| of our conflitution was ever adhered to in .
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« 3 fufficient caufe thould be given for his

(2 )
its full extent. Indeed, the a&s which |
have to cite will be a fufficient proof, that
the frecholders were often remifs in thelr
attention to their duty, or, as we {hould

now call it, the éxercife of their rights.

By an a&k paﬁed,in. the year 1425, du- |

ring the reign of James 1. it was ordained,
that every freeholder fhould be bound to
< appear iz perfon, and not by proxy, unlels

« abfence.” This being found burthenfome
.and expenfive to the {maller barons and free-
Tholders, it was enaéted in the year 1475
(only two years afterwards) * That fmall

% barons and frecholders need not come to

« parliament, but are to fend from exh @

¢ (heriffdom two reprefentatives,cailedcor

. . . : - ”
¢ rpiflaries, or gommziﬁgncrs of {hires." By
' ald

R 3' )

a&t James- AL 1457, it was more clearly fpe-

cified who were, the perfons to whom this
indulgence was extended. All freeholders,
~under 20l. Scots of yearly rent, were there-

in exempted from perfonal attendance

~Inthe year 1503, by a ftatute of James IV.
a new regulation on this head was adopted.
It is there enaéted, ¢ That freéholders un-
% der 100 merks of the extent * 'tbat ﬂO‘ZE)‘Z.J',‘

¢ fhall

¥ Old and new extent are the names given to the
valuation made, at different timés, of the whole lands. of
Scotland. The firft- general - valuation is fupquéd to
have been taken towards the end of thé 13th century,
in the time of Alexander III. From that period. till
the middle of the 1 5t}h,j,‘ feve‘:;_ja_l;new vaTuations {feem to
have been madé_ 5 agd we accoxjdingly,; at diﬁg;ent pé;
riods, meet with different valuations called neiu extent.

. % The
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fhall not be compelled to attend in perfon,

P
-~

but fhall fend reprefe'x’i_tatives‘..”’ o

~ Thus

« The a& of Jamdes IIL 1457, _'(fays Mr Wight ¥
« which ordered that all retours thould ‘fpecify both the
<« old extent, and the preeife value the lands were worth
« at the.time of the inqueﬁ?é- ferving thevheir to his
<« predeceﬁ'or, has ever fince given to thlS laft valuanou
< the name of new extcnt Tt is, therefore, tHe ex-

tent alluded to in the a& 1 5_03,

: If it be true, as we are told, that, whenever the new’
extent had not bsen retoured, it was ufual to fixitat
quadruple the o/d extent, as being higher rated in'that
proportion, it will neceffarily follow - that a freehéld of

100 merks of niew extent was equal to one of 25 merks,

or 161. 135, 4 d. Scets, of old extent. It-will alfo fol-

Yow, that freeholdsiof this defcription, -until the year

1587, entitled the proprietors to a feat in parliament';

'from which noact has yct expn:f;ly excluded them; nor

lvaﬂ

i Wight on the Eletion Laws of S;éotland.

( 5
"Thus the ele&ion laws-of Scotland ftood
{fo far as regarded the reprefentation of ‘the

counties) till the time of James VI. Every

his reprefentative, however fmall the value:of
his freehold; and every one poflefling more
than 100 merks of new extent had a right,

~and

bcen repealed. It is alfo a curious fa& that fuch
freehold will be found to be little more than double of’
that which is now required as a qualification to vote at
an ele&.ion.,‘; fuppofing a 4os land ({wfhich is an eighnt”h
part of ‘the former) to be little more than a fourth of
the.amount of a valuation of 400l Scots. Thus, the
aélual property, which, at the end of the 16th century at
leatt, entitled the holder to a fe:zt in parliament, at the

end of the 18th, affords only #1wo wotes for a repref‘en.

tative, " This calculatlon,‘ it will be obferve‘d, is’ inde-

pendent of - the dnﬁ"exence in " the valuexof money, the

ent of land, &e,

freeholder was admitted to give his vote for .

.1s the one whlch eﬂabhfhed them in that rxght ever '
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(6 )
and was even bound by law, to appear pér-
fonally in parliament. -

A great. revolutlon took place in our fyf:

tem of reprefentation in the year 1587. The

ftatute of James V1. bears, * That no free
« holder, unlefs fuch as poffeffed a forty
¢ fhilling land, {oldiextent) fhould havea

[{3

right to vote. - That {all. freeholders pof-

“ feffing that extent, and under the degree

¢ fhould be prefent at the. chufing of com--

miflioners.” ,By_this_glaib claufe, all free-

holders, under the degree -mentioned, are

fuppofed to have been wirtually excluded
'from the parhament but theré are certain-
ly in the act 1tfelf no exprcﬁ wom’y to that
,purpofe. , Be that as s it may, the {’catute in

queftion ma.de ‘a wide breach in the ancient

free

of earls,_pfe_lates,-and Jords of pérliame‘nf,,

(7))

free conftitution of this country. - It depriva

" gd, of their moft valuable rights, the whole

body of freeholders under 4o s. of “old ex-
tent 5 and - thas narrowed conﬁdera’oly the

bafis of our reprefentatlon. il

*But, if this a& was unjuft, thofe which fol-
lowed were no lefs fo. By the 21t Charles IT.
1681, it was enacted, that a 40s. land fhould

“continue to-be a fufficient qualification to

“vote; but, if the old extent appeared not, the

tight of voting fhould then be conflituted

by a property, or {uperiority, and pofleflion

-of lands, helden of the erown, rated at 4001,

Scots of valuation®. The q_ualiﬁca‘tiori was

* Thxs alludes to the general valuatxon made du—
nng the Commonwealth After the Reﬁoratlonz the

bind.
pnd-tax was, for fome years, levxcd accordmg to the

old
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by this means ratfed to three orfour times

the’ extent of the formrer one. ,_
_lik:eWife, wadfetters and liferenters were-al-
lowed to votey from which have -fprung
moft of the abufes which now exift. |
Next comes the 4@ 16th George. Ik
s there ‘ordered, that no evidence ‘whatever
{hall be admitted-as a' proof..of - the old ex-
tent, but a * retour priorito the year 1681,
<« This ftatute” (as Mr Wight 1 well ob-

oo ferve)
¢ld extent ; but, in “"t’hef year 1667, . the new valuation
“vas again adopted,: by which Scotland ftill continues to

be affefled.

AT

% A retour is the act contain’mg the verdict of 2
jury or mqupﬁc by which the fucceflor is dcclaxed o
(as the 1aw of Scotland terms 1t) ferved hen; to the de

ceafed It alfo mentxons the valuatmn of the 1and5

S Treatxfc on the Eleéhon Laws of Scotland

i
!
s

By this 2@,

| been loft or deftroyed.

€ 9 )
ferves) « by cutting off every kind of evi-.

. dence of the old extent but retours prior

R e R s L

{
k
f

“to 1681, did deprive -many who were
“ truly poffeffors of a 4os..land, of the right ‘,
« of being admitted to, the roll, notwith-
“ flanding their having a title ’equguy_‘gogd

[ M 8 .
the evidence arifing from their charters

v _S1_nycel thefe acts, no alteration has been

made mthe bcﬁ:of our reprefentation. All'

“ by fuch retours, and notwithftanding t}.lat:,'

“ was equally fatisfatory *.” . .

thofe who poffefs the property and fuperio- .
o peopey snd e

. rity,

* There were few who could produce fhe ewdence
reqmred The retour had never been recorded till the

Year 1633 5 ‘and, prior to that time; the greater part of

the' L2 i . L . . . -
ancient retours’ muft,’ by various -accidents, have J
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r1ty, or ‘the - fuperfortty alone 'in prope1ty,

,Wadfet or liferent of lands valued at 4001,

Scots, and thofe few who can produce te-

tours prior to the year- 1681 of forty: (hilling

lands; are entitled to vote at eletions. The |

evils'arifing from the' nature, however ab-

ihi‘d,véf the qualifications themfelves, would
have been comparatively fmall, if the power
of voting could; by any means, ‘have been

reftri@ted to thofe who had really an intereft

in the lands. But this obje@ it has never

been in the power of the legillature to ac:
complith. Votes ott of number have been
created, for the mere purpofe of political

Jobbmg 'lhele votes are generally made

by Wadfet or hfele*lt quahﬁcatlons A life-

rent voter is created by atr ansfer of the life-
rent. of a bare fupenonty, ploducmu fome

,tnﬂmg»feu—duty. At the death of the voter,
the

{ 11 )

¥

the right reverts to;the granter, . He then

- transfers it to fome other perfon, and tims

keeps up a contmual fuceeflion of d@pendent
yoters, whereof he can create as many as he

has f01ty ﬂnlhng lands or vamatlons of 4001

Scots upon his. eﬁate A_:‘xyadf'ct-voter‘ isa

perfon, who has paid to the proprietor of
fuperiority a. }c‘:er.tain» fum (however {mall),
forthe intereft of which he receivesit‘}_;c year-
ly feu-duties. Nay he may have gii{'ell no
price or confideration whatever; and fill
his vote is held gdod in lawv.' A term is fix-
ed; after which it fhall be lawful for the
granter to refume his right, on paying up
thc fum fixed by the tranfa@ion. This is
cal_‘lexd} the redemption term. \Vheﬁ it ex-
pires, the wadfetter holds his vote at the {ole
pleafure of the granter, who can, in one
moment, annihi\laﬁe it by paying up the fli-

pulétcd

s
i

i
o

By
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puiatéd fum. 'This is the fituation of almoft

.all the wadfet votes in Scotland.

" Such are the mé.n‘ who return the mem-
bers for our counties ; whilft proprietors of
feveral thoufands a-y_e'ai: may perhaps not

poflefs a fingle vote upon their eftate. This

“is the reprefentation of the landed intereft of

Scotland!

THE

R
PROPOSED REFORM,

A Plan fbf”.‘Refbrming ‘the reprefenta-

tion of the counties of Scotland, has

for fome time occupied the attention of the

public. It is a Queftion of confiderable

moment, whether we view it as affe@ing the

rights of the landed proprietors ; or, . as in-
volving in its decifion the general interefts

~of the people of this country. Has not

every man liberties to prote®, and to

‘whom is it not a matter of concern, that

thofe who are chofen to defend them thould

“be men who will, upon every occafion, fpeak -

the: genuine opinions of the people ? It is

“time we fhould be reprefented by men whom
neither felf-intereft, nor fear, will turn afide

from a faithful difcharge of their duty;

men
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men who, ftrangers to faction, will prove.

themfelves at once the Friends of the Peo-
ple, and the Friends of the Conftitution. In
Scotland particularly it is eflential to have
patriotic' reprefentatives. At a diﬁz.xnce. from
the feat of government, and differing in our
laws and cuftoms from the reﬂ‘ of Greatﬂ
Britain, we have feparate rights to fupport,
and ‘feparatcwinter;:ﬁs‘;o watch over. ' But
}tl‘iefe ‘rights and interefts have been, at times,
too yvlightly;_cpx}ﬁde_red ; nor. opght_ we to be
ﬁl‘fprifedr at it, when we reflet, that the re-

prefentatives of Scotland are, in truth, the -

reprefentatives, not of the people, but of the
ariftocracy *. T o
| - To

_* Tt is a fact perhaps little known, but which I ¢n
affert from having examined the  rolls of the diﬁfegexl.t
‘courvlt;les; that, at 1@& general election, about 790 inql-
viduals returned a majority of the reprefentatives of the
landed intereft of Scotland. ' Of -thefe 700, perhaps,
one fourth were niot real proprietors, and one half, moft
_probably, held their vates from Peers and other gre

men. - e

G e
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- 'Fo deftroy the uneonflitutionul inifluencd
of the Peers ift-the eletion of ‘the Coins
mons; to reftrain tithin proper bounds the

powet of the great proprietofs; afd: to phice

our reprefentation in the hands of thé sés
fpectable and independent land-holders, are
the profeffed objects of the downty reform.

~ Tn a ‘matter fo truly interefting to the geo
néral welfare of. the "é@u:'r‘ifi*;ﬁ;-;"ﬁét us hope;.
thit- party confiderations - will \ fbr ence bz

ot fight of. - Pépular queftions' have too
long been made the: engines - of party s and

the’ weapons -of the people Have hitheito

been wielded only for:the intéreft of indivic
duals. Let not then the natioii be deceiv-
ed by the infinuations of -thofé who confi-
der the prefent minifter as the author of
thofe evils of vwhich they complaini, - The

unprejudiced mmd, which takes a  libeial

and - comprehenfive - view of things; *will

look elfewhere for the fource of our difor-

ders ; ‘~and"for?ft'héirr‘--1'emedy~ ‘will look to

other means than a change of minifters.

It

-
[
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It is a change of fjflem we require, ,not', of
men. ~ As long as the means of ,c'orn?p.twn
are .Withiny his reach, where is the ,mmﬂ’cefr._
who will not make them fubfervient to his

L et

views ¥

’. A reférm of the rep:efentation of ‘the.pept-.
ple is, perhaps, the moft eﬁ’g&ual ‘means.; gf
counteradting this corrupt irifluence, which,
it will be impoffible, I fear, inour govern-
m’ént, totally to eradicate.. - Men who ’are‘
named by the people ; who are refponfible
to: them ; who - enjoy their confidence, but.
who know _they will enjoy it only a}s »loxfg
as their conduét is uprighti,k ‘are certainly in
that fituation in which there is the leaft dan-

ger of corruption. - ...

, At thé Revolution, the evils of an,uneql.lal
reprefentation were ,lefs‘ felt,. becaufe the 10-
fluence of the crown was limited. But, when
We examine the courfe of events {ince that
.period, we trace the gradual progrefs of the

. . ¢ The power
corruption of our government. = SACK T

]
i
|
!
i

b
i
i
i3]

i

i
i_
)

R e e AR R

e s E e

o

b o

{
13
{

i)

(17

“ of the crown, almoft dead and rotten as

¢ prerogative has grown up anew, with
“ much more firength, and far lefs odium,
under the name of influence. An influ-
ence, which operated without noife and
without violence; an influence which con-
“ verted the very antagonift into the inftru-
“ ment of power; which contained in it-
“ felf a perpetual principle of growth and
 renovation ; and which the diftrefles and
 the profperity of the country equally tend-
ed to augment, was an admirable fubfti-
tute for a prerogative, that, being only
the offspring of antiquated prejudices, had
moulded in its original ftamina irrefiftible
principles’ of decay and diffolution *,”

(13
13

11

When we confider what additional force
this influence muit have drawn (even of late

vears) from the enormous increafe of our

(debt and our taxes, and of the places and

employments in the difpofal of the Crown,

o | ~ (to

* Burke’s Thoughts on the Canfe of the prefent
Dittontengs, ’

i
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Ts it furprifing that, in pradtice, our confti-
cution thould have loft that poife (to ufe the
language of its enthufiaftic- admirers) which
its theory points out, as effential to its prefer-

~ yation:?

In an extenfive country, where the voices
of the people can only be colleted through
reprefentatives, and where, from the pro-
grefs of corruption, it might even be dan-
gerous to extend indifcriminately to all the
privilege of voting for thefe reprefentatives,
the fele@ion of men, to whom this power
is to be entrufted, becomes the foundation

on which we are to depend for the fecurity |

of every right we enjoy.  In confidering
“this fubje&, it is a principle not to be over-
looked, that the power of reprefentation,
wherever it may be placed, is, like all other

delegated powers in government, 2 truft

vefted for the good of the community ; 10t
for the private intereft and advantage of
thofe individuals, in whom the right of

: &*oting, may have been cxgluﬁvely vvei‘c-
o - ed.

( 19 )

ed, Far lefs can thofe individuals pretend
to any thing like a pr_opert'y' in their votes.
It is the duty of the legiflature, as the in-
tereft of the people may require it, to ex-
tend their privilege to others, or, by trané«
ferring the depofit, to annul it altogether.

“ Having laid down thefe .ge'neral princi-
ples, I proceed to examine the altual ftate of

the county reprefentation of Scotland, (the

only fubje& to which I mean at prefent to
apply them) and to fhow how far the reme-
dics propofed will prove effectual for remov-

ing the evils complained of. -

~When we confider the oaths which have
been prefcribed ; the innumerable acts and
regulations that have been framed for the
improvement of our ele€tion laws; and when
we obferve, that the fame difgraceful tranf-
aftions fill prevail at this day in our county
eleGtions, we are led to imagine, that there

muft exift, in the fyftem itfelf, fome radical

defe@. ' Perhaps to one circymitance alone,
~the

i

et e
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% { 20 ) ( 21 ) 4
I .
‘i the right of voting being attached to {upe. fenfe of future danger, force them to withdraw
%ﬁ riority and not to property, we may aferibe. this influence.  Nor do I expect that our J’%
IE the origin of all. thofe vices Which difgrace peers will fupport the Reform of the Coun- :
w" our reprefentation. It has given rife to the tY.' Reprefentation of Scotland. It is cer-
;* fplitting of eftates .for the purpofe of mak- tainly the death-warrant of their power ‘ “
. ing votes ; and we all know that, by this but we have the confolation to think, that |
means, the reprefentation of the Commons it fets up in its place the natural and in- *
“f of Scotland has been fixed in the hands of dependent intereft of the country. This &
the -ariftocracy. The queftion now is ne- is the objeét of the reform ; and it will be i
: ver alked, Whom do the freeholders mean difficult for the ariﬁoc‘racy of Scotland to 1:
3 to return, but, Whom does this or that great make head againft the general voice of the !;
man intend to bring in for the county at next - people, exprefled upon a point of this im- g
eletion? When this is the cafe, things are portance, and a meafure of fuch evident ?“
g not as they fhould be. There are times. in utility.: i
which the ariftocracy thould not attempt to » | | |
ftretch their power beyond the limits-of their . The projected reform is confined to two | o
order; fatisfied if they are left (and I hope general heads, 1ft, The reducion of .the‘ i
% they will be left) that fhare in the govern- qualification to 1001, Scots; and 2dly, The 4
f ment, Which the conftitution allots to them. right of voting to be vefted in the pro-
i One of the greateft caufes of difcontent prietor, not in the fuperior, of lands. I
at this moment (and in my opinion one of doubt much. whether any reform fhort of ‘
the jufteft) is the interference of peersin this will better our ‘condition ; nor' do I
z eleCiions ; Vbut,i T fee little reafon to hope, think that, by any other means, we can ef-
qu that cither public virtue will. induce, or a fe&ua”)’ guard againft the undue influence g
i%% i o (orife of the peers and of the great proprietors. g
1 The
|
i i
, : _ N
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The oath, prefcribed by the 5th of G“eo;IL
it was expeced, {hould have been fome
check to the enormities Comfnittéd in the
county ele@ions of Scotland.  What has

' been the effect of this oath ? Would it ftag-
_ger the confcience of a great man’s voter at

an eleGtion? Hear his reafoning: I am defir-
ed to fwear, that, ¢ the lands and eftate,
¢ for which I claim a right to vote, is ac-
¢ tually in my pOiTe{ﬁon, and ‘do really
“ and truly belong to me, and is my own
$¢ proper eftate ; and is not coﬂireye& to
“ me in truft, or for, or in behalf of, a
“ ny other perfon whatfoever.”  This |
‘can fafely fwear, becaufe the fuperiority,
“given me in life-rent, is in my poifef-
‘ ﬁbn,i“ really belongs to me during my life,
and is, fo far as the life-rent goes, (2

title acknowle&ged by‘ law to be {uffi-
“cient) my own proper cftate; - Now, as 10
its being conveyed to me in truft, & !

aflc what is'a truft? A truft is a fomething

" committed to charge, of which an account
muft be given; the éonveyémce of a thing

i o revokable

N

( 23 )

xevo}kablﬁe, upon abufe. Is my vote of this
nature ! Can I be forced to give an ac-
count of the ufe I have made of it? Can it be
revoked upon abufe 2 No s for I can fwear,
that ¢ neither I, nor any perfon, to my
“ knowledge, _inv' my name, Or ON MY ac-
“ count, or by my;all'owance, hath given, or

“ intends to give, any promife, obligation,

“ bonbd,k backbond, or other fecurity what-

“ {oever, other than appears from the tenor
“ and contents of the title, upon which I
“ now claim a right to vote, fof re-difpoﬁ—
ing and re-conveying the faid lands and
eftate, in any manner of Way whatfoe-

“ yer;” and as th at 1 i
er ;7 and as the tenant is bound to pay

113

to me, and to no other perfon, one penny
Scots, arifing yearly from the fuperiorit};,

[19

I can alfo fwear, “ nor for making the

R 13 ‘
“ rents or profits thereof forthcoming to

“ the ufe or benefit of the perfon from
“ whom I have acquired the faid eftate,
or any other perfon whatfoever.” I have
gxen to make oath, * That my title to the faid

‘ lands and eftate is not nominal and fidtiti-

(11
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% ous, created,and referved inme, for thepur-
¢ pofe of voting fora member to ferve in par-

“ liament.”” -Ireafonthus: Hundreds pur-
chafe bare fuperiorities:for the mere purpofe
of voting; and, if this claufe does not compre-
hend them, it cannot.comprehend me. My
title is not nominal or fiétitious, but real, fqr
the life-rent is fully vefted in my perfon,
and the life-rent of a. fuperiority by the
law of Scotland conftitutes as undoubted a
right to vote as the property itfelf. I con-
clude by declaring, “ That the fameisa
“ true and real eftate in me, for my own

“ ufe and beneﬁt,z and . for the ufe of no

“ other perfon whatfoever ; and that is the
“ truth, as I fhall anfwer to. God.” Thus

the purpofe of an oath (in its nature as

comprehenfive as can be imagined) isde-
feated by the ingenuity of men, who, if by
a fubterfuge, they can explain away the
words of an oath, think they will efcape
the charge of perjury ; although, if the {pi-
tit be Iooked to more than the letter, they

mu{t be fenfible that they are guilty of that
crime,

( 25 )

erime. That there are men, in this ;:Ouht’ry',"
who reafon thus, ‘and who hold thefe prin- |

ciples, will- .appear- too evident, when we
look to the rolls of thefrecholders in Scotland.

“Is'k there” any remedy for fuch abufes? T

know:but one ; “a ‘total ‘transfer of the rlght ;
of voting: fromi: fupeﬁorlty to pr operty To-

that cafe, few; toferve a-political job, would
be foolith enough to make over the"abfbhit‘é
property Of their lands, when tl they had né
recourfe at law for recovery of them.” But,

as long as the prefent facility of c1eat1ng
votes continues, - the evil muft remajn. in
force. ‘We havcfound that ‘oaths ‘are to no
purpofe. ~ We may be ‘affured, then, that
there will always be found men vwho will
make {uch-votes, as well as men who will
be ready to receive them.

¢

[ have endeavoured to explain in the Tr.

trodu@tion the ‘nature of wadfet and liferent
qualifications. - If this reform takeés place,

fhould wadfetters upon property be allowed .
: b to
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( 26 )

to vote? I think not: For although the ab-
ufe would certamly bc lefs frequent if Wad—
{ets were confined to property, yet there
would {’ull be a door open ta elufer;y tranfac_
tions. Llferenters under the fame idea %ould
be ent1t1ed to vote upon ef’tates only which
fall to them by courfe of laW, fuch as a huf-
band in virtue of the Erogerty of I!jns W1fe
the propnctor of an. enta11ed eﬁate? &:c ] \'T is
Woul(d be neceflary to, prevent fictitiqus thes

. being made by fraudulent conveyances wpon
P@B%ty\: as they now are upon fuperlonty
I hzwe thus far argued for abohﬂnng fu-
periorities as the only means of preventing
undue influence in eletions. I now come
tg, viewv it in another light, as a matter of
juftice; to a large and refpe¢table body of
landed proprietors., In former ages, it hap
pened -in this country, as in eyery other
whee the feudal law ‘bad taken root, that
vaffals held their lands at the will of their

fuperror lords Therr lords appeared in

. A e i i

| It is propofed "'t 1éwer it to the valuation,

the K E"l?“ s Parhamcnt, and by them they
were BB

twy
were fuppofed to be reprefented‘ By de-
grces, ‘the vaffals acquited a Trore perma—- ?ﬁi}
ment lrﬁereﬂ ih thelr iands, and at laft |
came to l}ofd ﬂlem as" fecure, and “as indé-
pendent as their fupenors themfelves held 0
their’s of the Crown But T need not i
dwell - upon a {ubjeé’t fo generdlly knovin.
No-perfon will difpute ‘that thofe called vaf-
falsof a ﬁib_)eét in this country are now the |
abfoluté; uncontroulable propiietors ¢f the

o L

PSP

land; - and; i property be’ conﬁdered i our
goveiriment, as the bafis of reprefentation,

S

A

upon what prmcrple of reafon or of juftice
can the ‘tights of this body of men be wrth—
held from thcm P A T e e R

B ST S 1

e

Aﬁ"ithpbr‘tampoin't to be confidereédin this
reform, 1s the redu&ion of the qualificdtion.

which now entitlés * heritors to be tom-
miffioners of fa‘p*;\fly*,- " Nothing would,
* The commlﬁ'mners of fupply, as every one’ knOWS, i

(m Scotland at 1eaﬁ) are “thofe appointed’ to " levy the
s land-~
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u
| |



. my. op-inioﬁ, contribute fo much to
the purity, of - our reprefentation.;: The.
commiffioners: of fupply are placed in that,
rank,. Whi,eh-,forms,- in every country, the.
moft virtuous, and the moft independent
past of the community. . 'Fhey are equally

removed from the extremes of poverty and
riches, .and equally free from:the vices and
corruptions -of either. ~They:are the men
who are. the leaft liable to be acted upon.by

influgnce of -any kind. ' Their fortunes are

( 20 )

It is the peculiar advantage of this plan
of . reform, that it opens no door to thofe
fpeculative fyftems of .a perfecly equal re-
prefentation ;- fyftems which I have always
theught  impracicable, in the prefent. ftate
of fociety among usy and which, cc_)ﬁld‘
they: be- carried into execution, | I am con-
vincedynare - totafldxyf unfit for the ﬁtuatio'n'
of this .country. .: But, in this plan:of re-

| orm,. there is a bload line drawn, a well

mz\mked dimit, which it might be dangerouf&

independent; in the {ituation . of - life #n B wpals, but: to- which the. moft  moderate

which they are placed. - They are above [ cannot, I think, {cruple to advance.

the reach: of a pecuniary bribe; their ha- W w00 e o

An reducing -the qualification to 1001,

Scots, we fhall, nearly bring back our re-

prefentation to the:original bafis, on which i¢
flood previous to-the a of 1681, pafled

under the arbitrary reign of Gharles II. This

2, swhich requires a valuation of 4001, Scots;

bits of life prote& them from the inﬁuencg
- They will
neither turn out the dependents of a court,

of .offices and employments.

nog the ftipendiaries of aiminifter. To whom
eifey then, can we loek for the genuine and
unbiafled epinions of the found part of the

co;,rgpumtyg in this, coumtryP IRTCEA where the old extent. .appears not, was a- max-
: o T (T nifeft encroachment upon. our conftitution,
o Although it mie i : ive at
b land-tax within their refpective counties. - Their qual- though it mlght be dlfﬁ(_:lﬂt -to armve: at
% ﬁcatxon is 100, Scots, which may, in general be from any very accurate ldﬁa: of | _tﬁhef,.gvem}ge a-
’%ﬁ \ 50l to 801 Sterling yearly rent. mount
F}“\‘ﬂii I
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( 30 )
fiotnt ‘of the gos. land of old extem,
in pounds Scots of the prefent valuation,

yet L could ha.zard an’ a{Tertlon, that the

qﬁéllﬁcatlon for votmg ‘at eleCtions ‘was
in, general near quadrupled by this a@[
4 lands of old extent will, I
beheve, fever be found to exceed 1501,
and’ generally not 100 1. Scots, of the pre-
fent‘vialuatlon. What objeé’uon can there
bea then, to a redu&lon of the quahﬁcanon
to {ilat rate at which it formerly ftood in
the‘ confhtutlon of the Scottﬂh Parhament?

R

,Another que{hon remalns to be exammed
lf ;hls rc;folm be' carried into execution,
What compenfatlon ought to be allowed to
the fuperior, on furrendering to the proprie-
tor his right as immediate va{Tal of the
Crown? It muft ev1dent1y be calculated upon
the real intereft which the fupenor, at this
mognent, has i in the lapds “What is this in‘
tereft ' He recelves certain feu-duties ; and
he has certam clauns upon the lands, which;

as they oceur only upon certaifi events, are
' called

T T S
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called cafualties of fuperiority It has been
propofed to allow hnn as an equwalent for
thefe Tights, thuty years purchafe of the feu-
dﬂtles, and otle’ years rent of the land. What-
ever be the fum to which he is entltled, in
this v1eW of the ‘matter, he can found no

claitn “to an additional compenfatlon, upon )

the ground that he may have pald for a qua-
i ﬁmz‘zan o vote, a price fuperlor to what he
willx receive by this tranfaction, If the corrupt
ﬁate of ‘our reprefentatlon, and the political
JObS of 1nd1v1dua1s, have, of late, fo far raif-
_cd the prlce of fuperiorities, as to attach
fomething like an idea of value to the mere
vofe, that can never enter into the confi-
deration of the legiflature. They néver
can rega1d fuch imaginary value as 3' }31'%
perty, nor, as fuch, think that any eqifg-
valent {hould be glven for 1t. o

| S . o
B S Sthe e

* The fupenor it is propofed fhall be FS@
‘ced to fell to the vaﬂ‘ai Another qu% 1on

’occurs Shall the vafTal be bound to pur

ur-
s;ha,fe? I tbmk not In fome cafes, thePpu—
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blic good may require, that an individual

fhould be forced to part with his property,
on receiving a proper indemnification ; but
i doubt much whether the fa'ne rcafomm
would bp held good to-force another to buy
that property. - All that can -be faid: i,
Give an ’equivale‘nttfor this"obje&, or you
fhall ' not Venj-‘oy' ‘the advantages accruing
1f, then, there-are vaflals who ge-
fufe'to buy, the fuperior muft continue to

from it:

vote®. I fee no immediate remedy: for this,

- % Tt has fince occurred to e, ‘that this might be
Kable to fome weighty objetions. ~ A’ g‘fea’t" proprietor
might prevail upon his vaffals 7of to purchafe, or the
vafials themfelves might be indifferent about it, and con-
tent themfelves with rema.inixig as they now are. What
would be the confequence > The proprietor would con-
tinue to make fuperiority votes, and would thus, ina
certain degree, render the reform \‘nugatory‘ As long,
therefore, as the vafal refufes to buy, let the fuperior
continue to en_}oy the duties and. cafualtles arifing from
the fuperxorlty ‘Bt let the vote, wwhich be cannot clain

as-a property, Jiedormant il it be revived in the perfon'
I believe there

of the vaffal who choofes to purchafe.
is little chance of that being the cafe for any length of
time. ' |

i%“
i
|
|

T Ty

SR

e R

e

3
2
‘-;;
b
i

( 33 )
But, in order that the end of this reform
may by degreee be accomph{hed 1 Would
leave to evely ‘new Vdﬁ’él on entcrm'r the
lands, the optlon betwnt contnmmg to hold
his land of a fubje&, and b\,comu’(; e im';

.“‘11e

mediate Vafﬁl of the (mow n, on pawﬁw fHe

e 3‘3"'

h‘ied rate of compenf mf\n. " ‘
‘But T fhall be told; perhaps that, allowire &
all my reafoning to be juft, and admit cod

C‘9

n

that this reform might be W'oduurve of” 4li
the “adva antages I have pomted out, {till
there is one argument which will fuhv an-
fwer every ’thlng that T have'mid or that
can be faid upon the fubjc& Tt s z"rzﬂ-
gerozu Zo mﬂovaw; _\m Mem crmml 1‘57)7(’4. ;
This We1ghty argui‘)ent though lefs v\fag-
hionable than it has beeny is nc)f vet quite
out ‘of vogue. It"would be a pity if it
fell into diffrlace, for it ha s the
advantage of fmtﬁnvr every oceafion

very rare
, and of
being adapted to reafoners of every m!i//f'f,
Do the gentleinen who ufe thib argument
mean, that, as long as the world continues

E , to
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to fpeculate _upbn new ideas, and new fyf.
tems of civil government, we are to ftand
ftill, and forbid ourfelves the privilege of
repairing thofe breaches in our conflitution,
which the lapfe of time, and the change of
fituation and circumftances, may have oc
cafioned? In this cafe, indeed, we mg&
adjourn the queftion of reform to a diftant
day; to that day in which means fhall be
found to-arreft the progrefs of the human
mind, and to keep it ftationary, till fuch
time as the Parliament of Gfeat .Britaig
thall have examined into, and provided re-
medies for the diforders of our conftitution
For my own part, T had always heard, thaf
the great and the invaluable quality of the
Britith conftitution was, that it contained
in it a certain renovating principle, a con-
ftant tendency  to. amend and to improve,
which could alone preferve it from decay.
«‘ The greateft innovation on the fpitit
« of our conftitution,” fays Mr Fox
¢ would be a refolution not to innovat

5o ot all”?

B

( 35 )
~ But this argument of the danger of inno-
yation is not peculiar to the prefent moment.
It is to be found in every debate which has.
taken place, from the beginning of this cen=
tury, tpon thofe plans of reform which were
either to add to our liberties, or to preferve
thofe we already poﬂeﬁcd. It has uﬁiformly
been found, that the times (however diffe-
rent in every refpec from each other) were
ilt{uited to reforms. In our own day, when
Mr Pitt brought forward his plan, for reform-
ing the reprefentation, in the year 1782, it
was dangerous even to deliberate on fuch a
fibject amid the din of arms. In 1783, 1784,
and 1785, we were to be fure at peace; bus

novel and dangerous opinions bad been ﬁbn’ad ‘

tending to difcontent and fedition.

The enemies of reform can never be at a

iojfs for arguments. If we are at war, it will

give our enemies an advantage: If we are
at peace, the public tranquillity muft not be

difturbed. If-we are flourithing, it will en-

danger our credit: If we are diftrefled, it
will but aggravate our condition. It will
' ~ ferve
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erve only to {hake that government which

18 already too feeble. Thefe a1ﬂ'erent modes
of reafomncr may each be ufed, as. they are
beﬁ ﬁnted to the feafon

It has of late, upon evely occanon

been attempted to throw an odlum on the‘
friends of reform, by aﬁ"e&mg to confound_
them W1th thofe Who favour the French

Revc’utvon
(which it is not) that all who with for re-
form are friends of the Revolutlon of France,
it would not feem to me to folIOW Jlat they

are on that account bad citizens of the coun-

try in which ‘they live, Much has been faid
of the opmlons which have been adopted in

France; and manV eplthets havc been apphed_

to thofe who in this country have ftood for-
ward to defend them. Not only all thofe who

- have wiitten in favour of the French rcvqu- .
tior, but likewife thofe who have in any Way¥
whatever exprefled their approbatlon of that |
event ; all have been mvolved in one indif ,

cmmnatlng accufatlon, as dfaﬁ"e&ed and
o | turbulent

; our own,
If the mﬁnuatmn were true,

( 37 )

turbulent charaétms, as fowers of fedmon
and avowed enemles of the conﬁltutlon of
Great Brltam.

vinced, that an approbation of what was.
ltely the conftitution of France, is mcon-
fitent with a ﬁncere love and veneratlon for
\Vhat the French conﬁltutlon
may ée, after the total abohtlon of ngly
government, is a queftion of a very. diffe-
rent nature; a queftion upon VVthh it Would
be rath at this moment to decide. At any
rate, the giving or Wlth—holdmg our appro-.
bation to the eﬁabhfhment of a govern-
ment purely re]ﬁublzcan in Flance, muft be

governed by principles totally ditin& from

thofe upon which we may. have ground-

,ed our opinions refpe&mg the revolution..

prevxous to the 1oth of Auguft 1792,
But even the man Who did approve of what

has htely paﬂ"ed in France ; who approved. -
of the eﬂabh{hment of a republic as necef- .

fny in the fituation in which the French

natxon :

In thefe accufatlons I have
feen much declamatmn “and httle argu-
ment ; and I comefs I am fiill to be con-

s b




" interefted motives,

( 38)
nation ftood at the 1oth of Auguf’c ; even

fuch a man it would be unfair to charge with

d1faﬁ'e€’c1on to the government of Great

Britain. Men may gwe their fané‘cxon to

thofe violent remedies, to which, in ex-

treme cafes, a nation may be driven for
their own prefervatlon ; but it would be
abfurd to infer from thence, ‘that fuch re
medies are held forth by them as objeds
of 1m1tat10n to a country living under a
free and well regulated government. In the
difcuffions upon the fubjet of the French
revolution, a moft intolerant {pirit has pre-

vailed, both on the one ﬁde and the other.

It muft be allowed, at the fame time, that
this fpmt has been ftronger and more general

on the part of the enemies of that revolu-

tion.

on the other . but I am

convmced there are alfo many on enher

fide of the queftion who fupport thezr opi-

a ﬁncere convu?clon of their

nions’ f_rom
AT truth

Many, 1 have no doubt, on the one
fide, are aftuat ted by fa&lous, and many byr

( 39 )

truth, and abftratted from every idea of
{elﬁfh or fed1t10us views ; that on either
fide there are good and bad {ubjedts, friends
and enemies to the conftitution of their
eountry My ideas on this point I find
cloquently exprefled by Dr Parr, in his Letter
to the Dlﬁenters of Blrmmgham L Through
“‘ c1rcumﬁances that are the refult of accident
“ more than of deﬁgn through the prejudice
‘ of our e_ducatmn, through the habits of our
thinking ; through the converfation of
our acquaintance ; and fometimes, it may
be, through the authority of our teachers ;
difference of opinion will arife. But that
(difference, when carefully examined, of-
“ ten refolves itfelf into a queftion of more
or lefs ; of fit or unfit, as to the time 3
of proper or i‘mpr_oper,‘ as to the mode ;
of probable or improbable, as to the cons
fequence.

-

aCtual exiftence, or upon the general va-

lidity of principles themfelves, but upon

the degree 'in ‘which they are applicable

o fome - fpemﬁc or controverted ‘cafe.
“ As,

It really turns not upon the

Tk

o TR




{ 40 )

% As, however, the folution of thefe diff-

“ culties muft ever be dependent, not only

« upon the fluctuating nature of ‘all Worl&l»y

«¢ ‘affairs, but upon the many or the few
8 opportunities we have for obferving their

“ varying afpeé’cs, or upon the greater of

< lefs- ability we employ to comprehend

* their relations and effets; there muft’

«“ often be room for fufpenfe of judgment,
“ and there will always be a call forthe
« exercife of charity. On the other hand,
“ impatience of contradiction is both weak
« and wicked. - Inftead of facilitating deci-
¢ fion, it perpetuates contention ; it dark-
. eng the evidence, and obftruéts the effi-
“ cacy of truth itfelf ; it orlgmates in a ra-
$¢dical defe@ of judgment ; and it too of:
< ten terminates in a moﬁ incorrigible into-

#¢. lerance'of temper.”’

. "Thofe who are alarmed at the idea of the
people reafoning upon their liberties, Pre—
ténd to fee-much danger at this moment in

-Scotland Much is apprehended fromm thofe
foc1et1es,

o

(4 )

focieties, which have every where been efta-

blithed, far the avowed purpofe of procur-y ~

ing a redrefs of grievances by eonftitutional
means. Such focieties I do not myfelf ap-
prove of ; becaufe I do not think them the

‘means beft fitted to procure what is defired.

They have the appearance of wifhing to

. wreft from government by Jforce that which,

I am convinced, they will of' themfelves be
induced to grant. Such focieties can only,
I think, be ufeful, when a government per-

{iffs in a fullen and. obftinate refufal to the

 juft demands of the people; a thing which, I
traft, we never fhall have to complain of,

In thefe focieties the principles of govern-
ment will no doubt be difcufled. = In this
point of view, I apprehend no danger from
them, Idonot think anybad confequences can
aife from the moft general difcuffion of e-
very fyftem, and every principle of civil go-
vernment, - On the contrary, the more gene~
al the difcuffion, the more fecurity it will
afford - to a well conftituted. {yftem, like that

B . under
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under wlncn we hvc.
libre zZ ¢ft tres /ozmezzz‘ sz ﬁrent que les par-
fimlzenr mzfomzem‘ bzeﬂ ou mal il ﬁzﬁt qu ;/;
mg/omzmz‘ dela fon‘ la lzbcn‘c quz guammt

des gﬁts a’e ces memes raz_/omfemem o

Dam zz;zc mzfzo;z

1 have now to fay a Word or two to the
Gentlemen who compofe the Convention a}J.
pomted by the different Countles of Scot-
land, to dev1fe the means of remedymg the
abufes of our reprefentanon. , When the
fubjec was brought forward at the Ge-
neral. County Meetings, laﬁ fprmg, the
objeé‘c of the propofed Convention was ﬁa—
ted to be for obt'unng a reform of the
replefentauon, upon the pr1nc1ples I have
laid down, viz. abolifhing fupenovlty votes,
and reducing the qualmcatlon to . 1001,
bcots.v Unaer thls convition, the Dele-
gates Were chofen.l They aﬂ'embled
confequence, at Edmburgh, on the 2d

- Jun

" % Montefquieu, Efprit des Loix.

_con“utuems had formed. -

43 )

July, and entered into certain refolutions.
Thefe refolutions are before the “public
and I believe I am not ﬁ*wu ar in my
opinion when, 1 afiert,
far fhort of the expetations which their
So far from
any opinion. being glven upon the fpew
cific points of the reform, every expref-
hon whlch coulu convey the moﬁ dittant

ca of the mtentﬁon of the Meeu g to pur-

f e that obje&, or even to L&Lb the matter

into conﬁderatlon, ieems to: h-LVC been moft

cautlouﬂy avolded. Inueed t'le reiolu*lonb

are couched in fuch vague termsy ard, as 1t
feems to me, in fuch a ftudied obfcurity of

expreffion, that I am at a lofs. to difcover

any one objedt to which they “0“1t unlefs
it may be fome trifling regulation ¢ our

- cle@ion lawws,

 We cannot fuppolc it was the intenticn

of the leading men in that Meeting to

gain time by unmeaning refolutions, and

at laft to fet the bufinele afleen, by apply-

ing‘

that. they fell

LRGSO




(44 )
ing fome partial remedy to a moft deep-
rooted abufe. - The characters of the gen-
tlemen who compofed the Meeting, are a

fuﬂicient fecurity againft the fufpicion of

their having had any wifh to deceive their
conftituents and the public, in the expea-

tions which had been held out to them by
‘the greater number of thofe very gentlemen

themfelves. Let us rather fuppofe, that
they were averfe from entering upon the
bufinefs, till they fhould be convinced that
the general voice of the country called for
the reform. I believe there can now be
little doubt what are the fentiments of the
country in this refpec. There can remain,
therefore, no longer any obftacle of that

kind.

I have heard, that it was the with of {fome
of the delegates to confine thisreform to.the
principles' of the bill brought into Parlia-
ment in 1775, by the Chief Baron, when
he held the office of Lord Advocate of

Scotland.
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Scotland. - This bill *, for the time in
which it was' drawn, was perhaps as much
as could ‘be done in the bufinefs ; and
it certainly does equal ‘honour to the au-
thor of it, as a man of bufinefs, and as a
friend ‘to his country. But his Lordihip
himfelf (whofe-charaGer no man refpects
more than T do) muft be fénfible, that the

‘reform cannot zow,be confined within the

fame limits. - Circumftances and fituations
have materially changed fince the year

1775 5 and, as the abufes complained of -

have fince that period taken a deeper root,

they will require a more powerful remedy.

Othérs, I have been told, propofe to re-

duce the qualification to 200l. Scots, and |

m lower, 'Thofe who hold this opinion
have certainly not confidered all the circum-
fances of the cafe. They may view it per-
haps as a plan likely to reconcile all parties;
but it would, in my opinion, prove one of

* - thofe

* The Chief Baron’s bill went to the abolition of
vadfets, and liferent qualifications.

e
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thofe half-meafures which difpleafe all. ‘I'his
plan cannot furely go upon the idea, tha
the comm’i_’fﬁoners of fupply are not men,
both in fituation and principle, independen:
enough to be entrufted with the power of
voting:at an eleCion. The great obje&,in

reducing the qualification to 100 1. Scots, is

~to embrace a. large, refpectable, -and wei- §

known defcriptiohof men, who form, as
were, a [eparate order in this country. Re
ducing the qualification to 200l. Scots, woul

‘only ferve to irritate every individuai of thi §

clafs. - Whether this would be a matter of
indifference at the prefent moment, I leae
to the authors of this plan themfclves to de-
termine. - Thofe who know the influence
which this body of men poflefs with th
Jower ranks of people in this country,. Wil
not think it:a matter of little moment to bin!
-them by every tie to the conftitution.

The Committee appointéd by the Met
« to examine into the prefes

ing of July,

¢ exifling defeds in the general {yftem o

¢ gomn
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“ county eleCtions,” are ordered to maké
their ‘report ‘to the Meeting, which aflem-
bles on the 10th of next month; “What
may be the refult of their inveftigation I
kho'v\f not. I prefume it will be; “ That
« this reform is indifpenfable.” *  If the con-
tra;}'r“b'é the 'caféf ; if the Committee report,
and the Meeting agree with them in think-
ing, that all that is required is fome 7ew
regﬂlaz‘ion.r“vinV our ele@ion laws s this may
(etard, but it cannot /o, the progrefs of the
‘gggefal r'efé?lh.’ " The fenfe of the country
s glr¢a’dy”expreﬁé‘d upon it} and, under a
G:Ovefnxi}ent like ours, the fenfe of the
country, expreffed upon a matter of juftice
and of found “policy, muftat laft prevail,
But I cannot think we fhall have to lO‘dk
ellewhere, than to the Convention of De-

i legates, for bringing forward this reform ;

| and I doubt-not that they will refolvé on

prefgnting to parliament a bill to its full
extent. A queftion would then arife; whe-
ther this bill fhould be laid before Par-

.nan\len't this Seffion, or ‘delayed il the

{enfe
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fenfe of the counties is taken upon i,
at thelr general meefings next fpring. In
this laft cafe;it could only reach Parliament
the Seflion after next. I do not fee why

it (hould be delayed a moment. No man

can doubt but that the general fenfe of the

counties is at this moment compleatly in
favour of the reform. By referring the
bill to the different counties, it is either
meant to take the opinion of the commif-
fioners of fupply alone, at their genetal
meeting; or of the commiffioners of {upply,
jointly with the freeholders, at a meeting
called for that purpofe ; or, laftly, of the
commiffioners of fupply and fréeholders
feparately, at their refpective meetings. In
the firft fuppofition, does any man doubt
of ‘the fentiments of the commiffioners of
fupply of this fubje& ? or, in the fecond,
doéds any one fuppofe that the bill would
be negatived at their joint meeting with
the freeholders ? or, thirdly, fuppofing it
were negatived at the feparaté meeting of
the freeholders (a circumftance which might

| - | happen}
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happen) is the bill on that account to be

given up 2 Thefe are the queﬁlons 1 put

to thofe Who are. for fendmg the reform
11 to the counties, -

But, if | the b1ll muﬁ be referred to the
counties, let: genelal meetings. be immediately

called. for the exprefs ,pu_rp_o‘fe of taking the ’

matter into confideration. ~ In that cafe, it
can be laid before parliament this feffion.
Thofe who with to delay the eenﬁderatio.n
of the bill till the general meetings in fpring,
and thereby lofe the whole of the enfuing
fefion of parliament, are, in my opinion,
the moft artful and da,ngerous enemies of
the reform. If the bill come be_fore par-
liament this feflion, there is good reafon, I
think, to hope for fuccefs. For my own part,
Ido not defpair to fee it feconded by the mi-
nifter himfelf. Government muft be fenfible
how important it is, at this moment, by every

means in their power, to unite - the people
of- Scot!and

EARGOEEN A NNE— )
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Ti théfe times, it is to be feared: that mer,

who come fotward with ‘juft and' moderate
demands, may, if repulfed, run to extremes
which every good citizén would deplore,
¢ The danger” (fays Mr Stewart*) ¢ of fud-

i den 4nd rath innovations' cannof be too

% ftrongly inculeated; dnd the views of thofe
¢ men who are forwardtepromote them can-
% not be reprobated with too great feverity.
% But it is poffible alfo' to fall into the op-
““pofite extreme, and to bnng upon-fociety
“the very evils we aré anxious to prevent,
“ by an obftirate ‘oppofition to-thofe gra-
“ dual and neceffary reformations which
“ the gerius of the times demiands.  The

<« “yicleat revolutions which, at different pe-

& riads, have' convulfed modern ' Europe,
“ have arifen, not from a fpirit of innova-

< tion 4n fovereigns and ftatefmen ; but

« from their bigotted attachirent to anti

“ quated forms, and to prmcxples bor-
= rowed - from lefs enhghtened ages. Itis

| ,-: €6 thls

a Elements of the Phnlofophv of the Human Mind,
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« this reverence for abufes which have been
« n&iened by timey accfompa;nied‘with an:

< inattention to the progrefs of ; public opinion,

« which has, in moft inftances, blinded the
« rulers of mankind, till government has.
“ Jofk all its efficacy s-and: till zhe rage of
« instovation has become too general and too
“ wiolent to be fatisfied with thofe changes,
“ qwbich, - if" ﬁropqﬁ}d at - an- earlier period,
“ awonld-bave united, in the fupport of efa-
“ blifbed. inflitutions, every friend to order
“ and-to the profperity of his country.—The
(fays he,
in another place,) does not confift in an

« perfection of political wifdom™

« jndiferiminate zeal againft reforms, but in
“ a gradual and prudent accommodation of
“ eﬁablifhed inftitutions to the varying, opi-
‘ pions, manners, and circumitances, of
“ mankind.” It would be difficult to point
out, in clearer or more leClble terms,: the.
duty of government at the prefent t_imc; _

Whatever may be the fate of the En-
glith reform, it is a matter totally {eparate
‘ and
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and diftin& from “ours.  However much
‘many of us might approve of a general re-
form in Englapd, I am fenfible it might,
upon principle, be eppofed by {ome who
fupport the one in queftion. The firft is a
compleat new modelling of * the whole fyf-
em of reprefentation, aﬁd c;vén_ of the con-
ftitution. of parliament. itfelf:. The laft is
only a moderate extenfion of the privilege
of wvoting, for the reprefentatives of the
landed-intereft of Scotland, to a refpetable
and independent body of proprietors. This
reform, it is not lefs the policy of govein-
ment to grant, than the intereft of Scotland
to demand. Government cannot now
‘make themfelves too firong in the only
ftrength which is truly permanent, the Op-
nioa of the People.

FINTIS




