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HE Strength and Rxches of all ngdoms ]
are calculated from the Number of their .

o well-imployed - Inhabitants.. A -Kingdom
with large extended Territories, and but few Sub-

je&s, muft be of fmall Confequence, and make but
a fmall Figure in the World, tho’ a. large one in

the Map. Of this, Spain is a glaring Inftance :
Before that Kingdom extended its Territories be-
yond the Proportlon of its Subjeds, it made a very
confiderable Figure in Europe: But fince their im-

“menfe Acqmﬁtxons in the Golden World, tho’
Mafters of all the Treafures m America, they are

HOW the moft defpacable State in Enurope. But

A Number of Sub ets ( zmlqﬁv profitably and ufe fuZ.

Iy zﬁ@lqyed ) grcnot of any real Advantage or Strength.
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to the Government they live under: A Nation of
Beggars, however numerous, z#f? be a Burden to
their Mafters, and often ptove a very troublefomne
Tafk to govern. Pride, Rapine and Rebellion are the
confrant Attendants of Poversy. If a People cannot by
their Labour earna Subfiftance, they muft fteal or
rob from fuch as can. If they are furnithed this
Way, they muft foon forget Labour, and purfue
thefe Courfes that will fatisfy their Wants with the
fmalleft Fatigue to their Perfons. This muft natu-
rally fet fuch a Nation at Variance with their Go-
Vernors, who would attempt to reftrain their Licen-

tioufnefs ; begets in them an Averfion to all Policy,
and puts them upon Endeavouts to thake off a Yoke
that muft feem irkfome tothem. Thus, we fee, Se-
ditions and Rebellions are the confant Produce of thefe

Countries, where. the In/mbztants are poor and idle.
And

To thefe fame Caufes may be attributed zbaf un-
governable Temper and. Impatience under legal Re-

Siraint, that diftinguifhes the Highlanders of No‘rt/rf_
Britain from all others in the Jland; they are abfo-

lutely poor, and in their own Country fcarcely ca-
pable (as Matters are mow managed) to earn a
wretched Subfiftance,  As they are Strangers for the
moft Partto Traffick, havelittle or no Communica -
tion with the reft of Mankind, they have contrac-
ted a Fiercenefs in their Manner. Having nothing to
lofe, they are defperate in their Undertakmgs ; and,

by Caftom, have imbibed an Affe&zon to an un-

fettled and licentious Way of Living; and; of Ne-

ceflity,

{51

ceffity, areobliged to pay an implicite Obedience to

the Commands and Interefts of their Chiefs, by
whofe Bounty and Connivance they are only enabled.
to keep Soul and Body together.

This Dependance, which the Neceflity of the
People, and the miftaken Notions of their Chiefs
daily increafes, has been, and always muit be the
Occafion of many Difturbances in that Part of
the united Kingdoms. »

Half a Million of People which now poffefs the
Highlands and adjacent Ifles, are fo far from being 2
Strength to the Government, that their Neceflities
lay them always open to be practifed upon by thofe
who have any Intereft to difturb the Peace of the
State. - Their licentious Manner of living, their na-
tural Hardinefs, A&ivity and Fiercenefs, make them
fit Inftruments to execute any Undertaking, And
{o, we fee, let the Government be what it W111 thefe

Men have ‘been the chief Support and Abettors of
- all Infurrections that at any Time has difturb’d ir. -

This Poverty of thefe People is neither occafioned
by their natural Situation, nor to want of perfonal
Abilities ; but is owing intirely fo @ Mifapplication of
their Talents, and a Want of ¢ [fmall Fund to begin
and animate the firft Atiempts towards Indufiry. - :

Tt is true, their Soil is not univerfally rich 5 yet

their Mountains produce a very great Pilenty of
Herbage fit for feeding of Cattle, of which they

have great Plenty, and their Valleys have ma‘n%r
rich
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rich Veins of Farth fit for producing any kind of

Grain, if rightly cultivated : To this they are very
much Strangers.  The Infide of their Mountains.

are moftly replenithed with rich Mines of Iead
and Copper.  'Thele natural Advantages, if proper-
ly cultivated, would be of great Ufe to their Pof.
feffors; but not half fo much as the Advanta&es
that might arife from a prudent Managementbbf

the Herrings, Cod and Ling, that are to be had
on all their Shores. Of the firft of thefe the Dutch

reap the whole Advantage, and draw from the
Shores of this barren Tra& of Land more Riches
to their own Country than centers in Spain of all
the Riches of Pers and Mexico.  ‘The famous
Penfioner De #itt admits, that the Dusch em-
ployed 200000 Seamen in fithing and tranfport-
ing the ¥ifh taken on the Coaft of Great-Britain,

and caught and cured in his Time above 400000

Eaft, which he computes to be worth eighty Mil-
Iiox} of Guilders, very near eight Million Stetling:
It is crue, fince that Time, the Dutch F ithing has
declined 5 but what they loft has been taken up by
the Norwegians, Danes and French. The Fifh ta-
ken on our Shores by Foreigners are ftil] the fame,

the Inhabitants of Gresst-Britain not having increaf~

S I - atee SN g ve I
e i their Share of this ufeful Branch,

y It muft furprize all the thinking Part of Man-
tnd fee Greai-Britai 1 i

kind co - Greai-Britain going to War with the
superor and all Exrope to procure a Share of the
Trade of the Eaf-Ind i 1 '
o e Itl} Eaft {fzﬁwes, waging War with Spain,
and cmploying Mulions to preferve the Trade of

the

I71]

the Weft-Indies and the Mediterranecn, and yet ne=
gle&ing a Branch of Trade within its own Domi-
nions, that of itfelf would employ ‘ten’ times the
Number of Hands, and, on a Balance, bring into
the Kingdom ten times more Riches than all thefe
Trades put together. For it is.certain, if Britain
would affert its exclufive Right of Fifhing on its
own Coafts, (a much more natural one than the Spa-
niards of fearching on theirs) it behoved to follow,
that Britain muft gain eight Millions by the Trade;
and employ 200000 Sailors, and about ten times as,
many Hands on Shore to fupply the Shipping.
Such an Increafe of Riches and real Strength as
would be worth going to War for, and fpending
fome Millions in the Profecution of.

But, if it thould be thought ungenerous and in-
vidious to defire a Monopoly of the whole, and the
Advantages, - tho®> great, not worth the falling ont
with our Neighbours about ; a Share of it at leaft
is worth the looking for,  if it can be gained at a
fmall Expence, asit certainly may: For the Situa-
tion of the Highlands of Scorland to the Main of
that Fifhery is fuch, that with fmall Pains the Inha-
bitants of thefe Parts may be enabled to underfell all

the Fithers in Europe, the moft infallible Method to

goin a Branch of Trade.

There has been feveral Attempts to encourage
this Fifhery, which have all provedabortive. There
are at prefent very confiderable Encouragements

given to private Perfons to make it advantageous
‘ for
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| {81
for fich to profecute it with Vigour 5 but the Sué
cefs does not anfwer Expecation, nor the Expence
laid out upon it 3 and inftead of enabling us to vie
at foreign Markets with our Rivals, thefe very. En-
couragements have beena great Means to conﬁrm
them in the Trade, ' ,

1 fhall brxeﬂy run over the State of the Flfhery
ot prefent remark the moft obvious Caufes of our
Mifcarriages, and offer at fome Hints to put the
- Fifthing upon a profperous Footing, md remove
the Obftacles that lie in its Way |

~ That {fmall Share thch we enjoy of the Herrmo..'

fithing is carried on:in this Manner ;

- Thofe Shoals of Herrings coming from the Nor-

thern Seas, that pafs between the Iflands of Shes-

land, Orkneys, and-the Main, are in thefe deep
Sounds fithed for by the Dutch, where we take a reli-
gious Care never to difturb them, and are again de-

tached in {maller Shoals into the Creeks, Locksand
Bays of thallow Water, = that lic along the North
and North-weftern Shoresof Scotland, where we fearch.

for them ; thefe are only the weaker fort of Herrings,

that are notable to ftem the Currents, which fet along
that Coaft from the #eftern Ocean, which is. one

main and principal Reafon that our Herrings will
never draw at a foreign Market fo gréat a Price
as thofe of the .Dutch,

that it will take rine hundred to fill a

fo fmall,
- Barrel,

All the Herrings ta~
ken by the Scots, (except thofe in- Lochfine) are

[ol
Barrel, whilft of thofe fih’d by the Dusch in- deep
Water, ﬁve or fix hundred packsa Barrel 5 ‘an Odds

ket

Thefe {mall Herrmgs are ﬁfhed by the Natwes in

{mall Boats, of about 40 Barrel Burden, and fold.

by them to Veflels of between 50 and 60 Tuns,

that attend from Place to Place on thcfe"Coaﬁs,\_
with Salt and Barrels, on purpofe to buy them..
- They are fold by the Fithers by the Crane, which-

is the full of a Barrel, from Sixpence to Three Shil-
lings. Two Barrels green will make about one Bar-
rel of falted and packed Herrings; they are then
gutted, and immediately falted and barrel’d, either

“on the Shore, or on board, by the Merchant, who-

feldom -gives himfelf more Trouble about them, un.
lefs he re-packs them once, and in this Condition.
he fends them to a foreign Market '

If it is toa warm Cl1mate,1t is'ten to one but they, -

rot: And to whatever ‘Country they are fent, they
furely ruft, or gild (as they call it); are black at
the Bone, and never bought whilft there is a Dutch,
Herring in the Market, and afterward only by the’
poorer. Sort; being really only fit for Hogs, and.

give a Price accordingly ; Infomuch that, if it were,

not for the Debenture, and the Method of 1mpoﬁng,
in that Article on the Crown, no Merchant would
be concerned in the Trade, And asitis, there is
fcarce one in ten of any Character that meddles with,
The Reafon s, 1f he takes go more than the

B | lcgal

uality that muft give great Odds at any Mar- o
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' legal Bounty dllowed by the Gov;emmequt confide~
ting the Attendanee of his Veﬁ'cl for fix Months,‘
the leque‘ he funs of riot getting a Cargo. after all

this' certain Expeice, and the Prime Coft of ‘the
Herrmgs themfelves, the unhappy manner of
curmg what he buys, he cannet expe@t to draw
a “Price that *will ‘bring him even his own Mo-
ney. - In this Shape, ‘no wife Man will employ

fhls Stock abeve once s thofe that do, either are
ruined, or muft fall into Meafures of defraudihg thc. |

Government, to reimburfe their Expence, which no
Merchant of Reputatxon wﬂl care to meddle Wxth

Such is the wutched Condmon of' thlS Fxfhmg 3

the Smallnef's of the Flfhmg Veﬁ"els employed wh1ch‘ i
-areopen Boats,and notable to carry afuﬂicxentQantxty '
of Linesand Nets for fithing in deep ‘Water. . The

ScotchTrufteesappointed for encouraging Fitheriesand
Manufactures have been fenfible of this Error, and
“has given an Encouragement of forty Shllhngs per
Tun to every Vefiel furm[hed with Nets and other

. 'Implememtq, that exceeds 30 or 40 Tun. “This En-
¢ouragement is confiderable ; but the largenefs of the

 Veffel required is an effectual Bar to the Succefs de-
fired 5 for, tho’ for feveral Years that Premium has
been oﬁ'ercd, there are but very few who have ac-

cepted

The Dufcb mdeed wfe Veflls of this Burden, but
The Reafon they ufe
'chf" cls of {o large a Buh{ is, that they are obhc'ed to

~of a great many below it

s ‘ Jand

TINAR ampeet

- Voyage: This is not our ‘Cafe.

,‘
that th carry fomethmc" worth; fhew}enmh of thezr.

The dcep Waters
where they-fith, . is-¢n nq Place above four. T.eagues
from Shore, where they may carry thexr Herrmorqg
as often ‘as they have taken a Loading;

t

hvery Mat} Who hes convement for the F 1ﬂung;
is not.able to build a Veflel of that Bulk

are; - belong ‘to . Merchants, -who -fit- them out-at
double the Dxﬁdvantacrc the Natives cou;d -

Veﬁ”els at twelve or at mof’c ﬁfteen Ton, of a
‘proper Mould, and Decked, would carry as many
Nets and Lines as would-be neceffary -to keep.on
board till they were brought on Shore, would an-
fwer to all Intcnts and Purpofes for the Fifhing, as
well as the Iarcve ones, and have thefe mamfef‘r Ad-

vantages, they would be eaﬁei purchafed three or -

four of the Natives joining would be able to compafs
the Price of one of thefe, whilft a hundred of them
are.not able to mufter up the Price of a larcre Buis,
In the next Place, when Storm. and the Seafon of

the Year would put an End to the Fifhing in deep -

Water, - thefe fmall Veﬁ’cls and all their TackhnO'

could b&gmploycd in Shallow \Nater, which the
‘ B2 o largeb‘f

“"L

“This Ob-_
fervanon the Event Jufhﬁes There is not one Bufs
~in. sz/and be‘onvmc to. the Natives of thofe Shores, K
that ‘are COHtlgUOUa to the Fifhing:: The few that

- without a - -
Days Hmdrance 0 the1r Fxfhmo, Now, - [
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}a:ger conld not: This would render the F1fhmg
lefs precarious than at prefent, as it could fearcely
- happen that it would mifgive both in deep Water,
and fhallow in the fame Year Beﬁdes

The Seafon for the deep Fithing is always over
before that in Crecks and Lochs begins; except

in- the Loch before mentioned, where the Fith-

ing begins very near as early as in the deep Water,
and continues for 4 Months; after that is over, and
after the Herring Seafon is over thefe. fame Veflels

might be employed in Cod and Ling Fithing *till the

Return of the {fame Seafon again ; which Veflels of
a larger Bulk are not proper for, on thefe Shores,

- The next Difadvantage I fhall ebferve, is, the,
at leaft, impolitick, (if not ill-warranted Exa&ions)
of the Proprietors of the Shores where the Fifbing is
carried on,  His Grace the Duke of Argile makes 3
Demand of 16 Shillings and & Pence from every
Boat that has catch’d 2 Herrings in the Seafon with-
in the Bounds of his Grace’s JurifdiGion, which
extends, in Refpect to this Tax, from Pentland Firth
to the Mull of Galloway, which comprehends the
whole of the F /bzrzg-Sbore

‘When thefe poor Fifbers have paid his Grace this
Toll, they are obliged in the Profecution of their
z_/bzng to pay ‘to ‘the Proprietors of the Shores
that lic North of the Shire of Argile the fame Im-
pofition, and that as often as they fhall happen to
Jib on the Coafts of different Proprietors, which
| may

[13] .

may be three or four Times in a Year, Others of
thefe Proprietors oblige their ‘Tennants, or fuch as
Jib within their Bounds, to pay them every fifzh
Day’s fifbing, and to fell the other four to whom
they pleafe, and at what Price they pleafe. 1If the
Fifbers, for their Conveniency, land any of their
Fifh upon the Beach, they are obliged to pay what
Exation thefe northern Proprietors or their Bailiffs
fhall judge proper, and for the Ufe of ufelefs
.Brzylawood or Heath for firing, as greata Price as 1f
it were purchafed in the City of London pree

By the Means of thefe repeated Exa&ions,ﬂ
there is not one of thefe fmall Boats, whofe intrin-
fic Value, with all her Tackling, is fcarce worth
ten Pounds, but muft pay a Duty of betwixt forty
Shillings and three Pounds every fifbing Seafons be-
fides, thefe poor People being obliged, at the Whim

- of one or other of thefe Proprietors, to leave their

fifbing, perhaps when at the beighth, to give At-
tendance at their Courts as often as they pleafe, un-
der the Penalty of fevere Fines,

I cannot help owning myfelf at a lofs to find
~out upon what Grounds the Proprietors of thefe

‘Shores eftablifh their Right to this Duty. I can
find no Statute that warrants this Exaction, tho’ I
am convinced nothing lefs than a Statute can juftify
fuch Demands. But whether thefe Exactions are
claimed under a juft or an unjuft Title, it muft
appear evident to Mankind, that they are not
calculated for encouraging the Herring Fifbery.

They
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They difcourage thofe People from purfuing it
chearfully, fince they know a great Part of their

Labour is not for themfelves, but for thofe who -

have no Regard to a Difappointment in the Sea-
fon, and muft have their Toll whether legal or il-
legal, or whether or not the Fjfbers have made as
much the whole Year as their Demands amount
to; and this muft neceffarily increafe the prime Coft
of the Fifh, and hinder the more fubftantial Sort
of the Natives from being concerned in a Trade
which fubjects them to certain Expence, and is in
itlelf precarious.

It is-impofiible to make any fhing of Slzves but .

Slaves, except Liberty and Property is fecured to
thefe People in fome Meafure equal to the reft of
his Majefty’s Subjeéts 5 all Undertakings in which
they are neceflary muft move in a flow Pace, and
mifcarry ten times for once they fucceed 3 and En-
caumgemems and Premiums for Exportation are ufe-
lefs, unlefs the Fifbers are invited to fifb by at leaft
fecuring their Property in what they fith, and pro-
tefting them during the Seafon from the Tyranny
of their pesty Chiefrains. It Fifb is taken, and the
Merchant can purchafe them at a moderate Price,
there is no fear but they will be carried to Market.

~ The next Error in our Herring-fifbing, is, the

Praftice of the Merchant in freighting a Veffel,
which he loads in the Month of Fuly with Sals,
Cafks and Provifions neceflary for the fithing 3 with

which Vefle] he attends on thefe Shores, always fol-

lowing

[ 5]

lowing - the Fifbers from Place to Place, until after

Chriftmas at leaft fix Months, This is a zerridle

Article of certain Expence added to the prime Cofft
and other Contingencies of the Herrings; an Ex-
pence the Dutch fhun for the moft part, tho’ they
have more Reafon to follow that Pra&ice than we,

- Their general Method is, fo foon as a Bufs has

caught her Loading, the returns to fome of the
Ports of Holland, where the Fifb are properly cur-
ed, and there the Merchant buys them, and not
till then. Sometimes indeed it happens, that a
large Veflel goes from one of thofé Ports on ac-

" count of the Fjfbers in that Part, and is loaded fo

foon as fhe comes, and immediately fent backs

whillt the Buffes remain at the fibing. But it ne- -

ver was known, that a Veffel was freighted by a
Merchant in Holland, and fent to attend the Fifbers
to buy up a Cargo; nor does ever one of thefe
few Carriage Veflels leave Holland till fhe is certain
that her Cargo is fifbed; whereas our Merchantmen
are there perhaps a Month or two before a Herring
is fithed, and notonein ten of them make their
Loading in the Seafon, |

* This prodigious Expence, which is more than #uwo
Thirds of the Value of the Herrings when cured,
might be faved, if the Merchants would agree not
to buy any Herrings till they were brought to Shore,
and likewife agree upon fome Place centrical to the
Jiking on Shore, where they might have their Fac-
tors tobuy up the Herrings when brought to them;
fuch a Place might be found:that would not be

twenty
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twenty Leagues diftant from any Part of the Fith<
ing; Such a Mart would fave all that vaft Expence,
and bring the Herrings to the Merchant, at leaft,
one half cheaper than at prefent, and allow the

‘Fifher one half more than he gets. It would make

the univerfal Price of Herrings more certain by all

the Fith coming to one Markets whereas, at pre-

fent, there is nothing more uncertain ; They fhall
perhaps be giving in one Creek three S.hlllmgs per
Crane, whilft in another not ten Miles dlﬁan.t, they
fhall be fold for twelve Pence; and this Difference
i naot owing to the Odds of the ann.tity of Her-
rings taken in either, but to fome Accident that dfz-
termined more of the Merchants Ships to remain
in the ane Creéle than in the other. .Another Ad-

vantage, fui:érior to all the reft, is, that the Her-

rings, in fuch a Cafe, might be_'propf:riy. cured, by
the Help of a few fkilful Salters, which in the pre-
fent Management, would require an infinite Num-
ber.

The next Error I fhall obferve, is, a Prattice a-
mongft the Merchants, of endeavouring to engage
the Fifhing-Boats to fell their Herrings to them by
z certain ftated Bounty, in this Manner. As foon
as a Merchantman comes up to the Fleet, he en-
gages as many Boats as he can, by promifing each
of them every Week, and fome every Day, fuch a
certain Quantity of Spirits, {o much Bread, and fo
much Meat, whether they kill or not, over.and a-
bove the Price of the Herrings. Every Mf:rchant
vying with another, has raifed thefe Perquifites to

an .

[17] |
an exorbitant Height, and adds vaftly to the cer-
tain Expence of the Fithing; is, in the main, an
unfair way of Trade ; a kind of fore-ftalling of the
Market ; makes the Fithers lazy, when they know
they are to have their Perquifites, kill or not kill.
Tho’ it inhances the Price of the Commodity to
the Merchant, yet the Fither has but a nominal
Value for his Fith; the principal Article of thefe
Perquifites being adulterated French Brandy, of no
real Advantage to the poor Man’s Family. It is
true, Spirits are neceffary for his Support; but if
he was to receive Money only for his Herrings,
tho> he would buy fome Spirits, yet *tis reafonable
to fufpect he would not drink fo much as he does,

when he foolithly imagines he gets it for nothing:

For, when the Fifher is raifing the Perquifites, he
imagines them all for nothing; not being fagacious

~enough to comprehend, that the more he gets in

this manner, the lefs the Merchant is able to give
him for his Herrings in Speci¢, whofe Price is not
afcertain’d at this previous Bargain. Since I have
mentioned Spirits, I cannot here help taking Notice
of a villanious kind of Barter carried on with thefe
poor People 5 that is, of French Brandy that never
paid Duty, and Tobacco, for which the Merchant

“has drawn Debenture. This is fo much praifed, |
that I fpeak within Bounds when I aver, that two.

Thirds of the Price of the Herrings is paid the
Fithers in thefe two Articles; by which Means,
France and the Smugler run away with two Thirds
of the {fmall Fifhing we have.
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The next Error in Management, which I thall
take Notice of, regards the Method of curing, in

‘which we are miferably miftaken; and, till that
‘Error 1s mended, all our preceding Labour muft be

in vain; and we need not expect to vie with the
Dusch in any Market, let us purchafe never: fo cheap,
unlefs we can fay, they are as good as theirs. The
Property of a well pickled Herring, -is to be clean on
the oulfide, white at the Bone when broken, and fa
firm, that they bear to bend the Tail upon the Head,

‘without breaking. The Difeafe they are maft liable to, is

to rot s its Symptems are Blacknefs and Brittlenefs of
the Fifb, and rufting on the outfide. Thefe are occa-
fioned either by B Blood remaining in the Fifh, or
their not being purged from a Shme and Oil that is
about them when taken. - The fatter Herrings are,
they have more of the laft ; but if that is not tdken
fiom them, they will ruft, if they were to be put
in a Salt Mine ; this is onIy to be done by chancr-
ing the Pickles, compleﬁina the Herrmcrs, and
fcummmg the Oll, .

The N’cmod the Dutch ufe is as fol lows. So foon
as the Herrings are taken out of the Nets, they are
gutted, are falted in the Hold of the Bufs in Bulk,
where they lie'and purge away the Blood ; and by

their Weight upon cne another, and addxtlonal
Weights put upon them, they are comprefid, and
the Oil, by that Means, fqueezed out of them.
When they are landed in Holland, they are taken
out of the Flold; a clean and ftrong Pickle made
for them; in Part of which they are wathed and

barrelled

[19]
barrelled up; and as they are packing, they are
beat down with a heavy Weight, or Screw, at fe-

veral Diftances in the Barrel, which is heaped up
full, "and a Weight laid upon ir, till it {ubfides."
After they have remained in the Barrel for fome:
Time, they are taken out, and again re-packed,

with the fame Preflures as before ; the Head is then
forced in, and the Barrel blown : It is then laid up-

on its Side, .and the Bung taken out: About the -

Mouth of the Bung is plar‘ed fome Clay, about an

Inch high; the Barrel is then filled up with clean
new Pickle, to the Brim of the Clay. All the

Barrels being thus ufed, a Man goes ot und every
one of them with a Mallet, and ‘beats upon the
Ends and Sides of the Barrels once every two Hours
if there is any Oil in the Barrel, it rifes by Degrees
to the Top of the Brim that is {urrounded with the
Clay, and is then fcummed off, and the Clay al-

ways kept full : This is continued till no more Oil

appears, when the Barrels are bunged up, and are
fit for any Market.

The Method at prefent praltifed by the Scozch,
is only; So foon as the Herrings are gutted,
they barrel them, and prefs them a little in pack-
ing; in the Barrel they remain for fome Time,

and are, at laft, re-packed with the fame Salt and .

Pickle, with a little more prefling; the Barrel is
then clofed up, and {fo fent to Market, The Dif-
ference in the Management is plain, and the Con-
fequences obvious, In the Hold, or by falting in
Bulk any.where clfe, the Herrings are purged from

Ca Blocd
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Blood and Filth; all this goes into the firft Scotch
Barrel, and fo into the fecond. By their lying in

- Bulk, they are more compreffed, and the Oil better
fqueezed out of them; whereas the Scotch Herrings, -

by the Oil, are always rufty; and, for want of
comprefling, the Barrel, when it comes to Market,
wants a Fifth of being full,

At prefent, as the Fithing is managed, it is al«
moft impoffible to put it under any Regulation :
But if it was carried on by Boats of 15 Tun, which

4 {mall Encouragement, perhaps of twenty Shillings

per Tun for every Veflel above ten Tun, properly
deck’d, rigg’d, and furnifhed with proper Imple-
ments for the deep Water, would bring it to; thefe
Veflels might falt in their Holds a Fortnight’s or a
Month’s Fifhing, and then bring them to fuch a
Mart as is above propofed, where a few fkilful
Salters, properly inftructed, and encouraged at the
publick Expence, would foon bring them to go
through the reft of the Aparatus :

The next Misfortune we labour under, is, the
dangerous Practices ufed in obtaining fraudulent De-

~ bentures.  The Government allow half a Crown for

every Barrel of Herrings falted with foreign Salt;
and exported. Thefe Herrings are chiefly exported
from the Cuftom-bonfe of Stornua, Fort-William and
Cambelioun ; all three Places (but efpecially the two

firft) of no Trade, and the legal Perquifites of the -

Officers fo few, and their fettled Appointment fo
fmall, that its almoft momlly impoffible they can
- live

live without {fpunging on the Subje&, and cénniv.”

ing at Frauds in the Revense. Few People of a libe-

ral Education, or that can be better provided for;
caring to .go to fo remote Parts ; The Confequence«

of this, is, that a great many of thofe who are con-
cerned -in this Trade, go with a piemeditated De-
fign to impofe upon the Government. Their firft
Step is, when their Ship is reg1ﬁrated by tipping

he Officer who meafures: She is certified to be
thrice her real Burden. They next enter, perhaps,

- #en Times more than the Quantity of Salt they have
on Board ; in this Manner ; the Vefiel is {fuppofed to

be but fifty Zun in Reality ; but the Officer fuppofes
her to be 1501 Thereis, perhaps, 10 Ta# of Salt on

- Board, which, by means of fome empty Cafk, is
‘raifed up to the Mouth of the Hatch; - by this

Means the Ship to the Officer appears full. He is
not at the Trouble of examining or meafuring, bug¢
makes a grofs Computation from the fuppofed Bulk
of the Ship, and receives the fmall Duty accord-
ingly, and gives Credit to the Merchant for export-

ing as many Barrels of Herrmgs as thcre are Bufhels
in1 50 Tun. ~

The Salt thus entered, the Merchant goes in
Search of his Herrings, if hé makes as many Barrels

as his Ship will carry, its well 3 but, if he thould

chance to make buta couple of Lgf, it will anfwer
his Turn. The empty Barrels are put firft in the

Hold, and whatever Number of full ones there are

on Top, he now comes to make out his Deben-
ture, T he Qfficer to make a Shew of Diligence, per-
haps,

e e e i e e
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haps, looks at the firft or fecond Zyre of full Barrels, .
fees the Veflel is full, computes how many Barrels
a Ship of her fuppofed Burden will carry, and for:

that Number makes out to the Merchant a Deben-
ture. Thus we fee Debenture is paid for 150 Tuns

of Herrings, when in Reality, there are not export-.
~ ed above three or four Zuns: If the Fraud ftopped

here, it would be tolerable; but not fatisfied with
this, the Ship is entered under different Names in2or

g different Ports, where the fame Scene is conftantly.

acted over as was mentioned firft. I will not pre-
tend to charge all the Dealers with thefe Frauds;

but, that a great Number of them practice this

is undeniable. The Confequences are, that People
of fmall and indigent Fortunes engage in this Trade
with no View of making Profit by the Fifh, butby
impofing on the Government 3 this tempts them to
buy from the Fifhers at an extravagant Price, the
few they take makes them carelefs of the Manner
of curing, their Profit not depending on the Quality,
but the Number of Barrels they can mufter up to
make a Show, enables them to underfel the fair
T'rader, ifany there are; and yet all this immenfe
Fraud cannot give them the Preference, atany Mar-

ket, to the Dusch Herrings, becaufe of the wretched

Manner they cure them: And this is an evident De-
monftration, that an Improvement in their Quality is
the only Means to give us a Chance for a Share in that
Trade. '

~ Thefe are the many Errors in Management that
hinder us from enjoying a Branch of Trade, that
Nature
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Nature feems to have thrown in our Mouths, but
Tantalus-like, we have not as yet the Power to ufe if.
Its not improbable but the Knowledge of our Errors
is half way towards amending them. And, per-

‘haps, the Methods hinted at above might be effec-

tual 5 7o wit, that the Encouragement of 40 Shil-
lings per Tun now given to Veﬁ'els of 40 Tun, and
upwards employed in Fifbing be converted to a Pre-
mium of 20 Shillings per Tun, to every Veffel above
twelve Tun properly equipped for the deep Water fifb-
ng. Secondly, that no Merchant be -allowed to
buy Herrings till they are brought to Shore. T hird:
ly, thata centncal Place be appointed, where Mer-
chants might keep Faéors to buy Herrings for them.
Fourthly, That a Cuffom-boufe be fittled in that

Place for clearmg out Herrings for Expmt and that

none be cleared out for Export, but in thatone Porz.

* Fitthly, That in that Port, there fhould refide four

ot five Comrmﬁioners with gmleel Salaries, whofe

Bufinefs it thould be to infpeét a proper Number of |
Salters in the caring of all Herrings defigned for Fx-

port ; that the Salters fhould have Salarzes from the
Government, befides 2 Pence per Barrel from the
Merchants ; that thefe Commlﬁioner:, fuppofed to

be Men {killed in Fifbing, fhould have Power to lay

down Rules to the Salters for their Dire&ion in ma- ,

mgmor the Herrings 3 and that no Change be made
in the State of the Herrings but at the Sight of one
of the Commiffioners; that is, that the Commiffioners
be -fatisfied by Infpection, that the Herrings have
lain-long enough in Bulkbefore they are firft packed,
aﬂd have been long enough packed, before they are

repacked

s o e e 25 e e O




Lee] =
repacked, and that they have been properly com-

preffed, and the O: fufficiently taken from them be-

- fore they are clofed up for Exportation. Sixthly,.
“Fhat each Barrel fo clofed: up fhould be branded by

the Salter in Prefence of the Commiffioner with a pro-
per Mark and Number. Seventhly, That the.Col-
le&or of the Port thould not make out a Clearaine
or Debenture, but upon a Certificate figned by the

Salter and Commiffioner, fignifying the Number of

Barrefs, and their Marks and Numbers; and upon

another Certificate figned by the proper Officer, cer-

tifying the fame Number with the fame M‘arks‘to' be
fhipped in his Prefence.  And laftly, that the Fifher
thould be freed from all Impofition on any Pretence
whatfoever, and be allowed the Liberty of curing
their Fifh, and drying their Nets on Shore without
any Tax on that Accompt or for the Ufe of ufelefs
Bruthwood or Heath. _I‘heffe Rules,in a fhort Time,
would bring our Herrings into Repute, encourage

the Natives to profecute the Fxﬂnng (the only Per-

fons capable of fucceeding) and difcourage, ~and
effeCtually put aStopto fraudulent Debentures, which
would perfectly anfwer the End propofed by the Go-
vernment, as the Bounty would only be given to
fuch as deferved its fuch as had cured F i/b, - that
twould bring Credit to our Market.

There is this Objection, which will naturally oc-
cur, that as there are two Fifhings carried on, one
in the Murray-firth and Eaftern Parts, and the other

~on the North and North-wef Shores, that one Port

could not ferve both. That which I have been hi-
| therto
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’therto defcnbmg is the' latter, and by far the moft
confiderable; and I- only meant that one Porf
would be fufficient to carry on that Sfbing to Ad-
vantage; but if the other f fifbing was thought of
‘Confequence enough to bear the Expence, another
Port would ferve that, : ‘

~ ‘The additional Expence of one or both thefe
Ports is only the Commiffioners and Salrers, and
anight be raifed out of the Revenue alotted for en-

- couraging Fifberies and  Manufactures in Scotland, there

being' upwards of zoooo 4. lying unemployed of
that: F und -

I have httherto confined myfelf to the Herring-

Filbing, -as the moft confiderable, tho® the other of

Cod and Ling right be made very valuable if properly
encouraged. We cannot cxre near fo well nor fo cheap
thefe. F; ifl as the Dntch 5 but if the Premium that is
now ‘given was confined to F; 7 thipped from fuch
a Port as I have mentioned above, our Errors in
suring might be correGted ; and as the Premium
propofed to be given for Veflels of twelve or fifteent
Tun would inc rea"e the Number of thefe Veflels, fo
they would be employed the one Half of the Year
in this Codfifbing 5 and 1 take it, that a Number of
Lines and Hooks given gratis, (whmh wouId amount
to no great Expence) would be a great Means to

further thls Bramb of ﬁﬂ:mg among{’c thefe poor
Pcople | .

The ﬁimc Frauds are commmcd in the DEZ?L’ﬂ-
gures for thefe Fifh as the Herrings, and conttantly
D will
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will be, whilt they depend. upon the Honefty of
thefe remote Colleftors, &c. 1 thought to have
hinted particularly at the Errors of this Branch of
ﬁﬁiﬂg . but this Difcourfe has fwelled to fucha
Length, I am obliged to avoid it till another Op~
portunity.

'The Methods above propofed, will, in a great
Meafure, make us better Fifbers and better Salters,
and bring us a better Price for what we fend to
Market. But there is fomething more wanting to
enable us to make a Figure in this Trade, thatis
Money. 'The Natives of themfelves, nor indeed
all thofe commonly 70w concerned, have not fuffi-
cient Stock to lannch out into this Trade. For this
Reafon, it would be abfolutely neceffary to raife a
Company with a fufficient Stock to employ. the Na-
tives 5 there has been feveral Attempts to raife fuch
a Company, but hitherto with Ziztle Succefs 3 a Spis
rit of growing haftily rich in the Proprietors of
Stock, the Covetoufnefs and Profufenefs of their Ma~
nagers, have generally ruined thefe Undertakings.
However, thefe Mifcarriages ought not to difcou~
rage all fuch ; butonly teach us to.ayoid, the Errars
that occafioned them, ‘ <

I am perfuaded, to raife Money by Subfeription
purely for that Purpofe, would fcarcely fucceed 3
but it is not improbable but Money might be rai-
fed by a Lottery fufficient to anfwer the End; fome

for the Sake of the Lottery, others for the Sakeof
| - ‘ - the
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the Fifbery, would make fufficient Number of Sué-
feribers. | -

108000 /. in the Hands of proper Managers,
would be fufficient for an Effay, and might be aug-
mented as Occafion required, and might be raifed
in this Manner; let 500000 Z be raifed by a
Poﬂery of 100000 Tickets, at 5 I, each, diftributed
1nto Blanks and Prizes, as follows,

2 at 10000 /. each,

— .20000
4 5000 s 20000
8 2500 e 20000
12 2000 et 24000
24 1000 — 24000
48 . 500 ot 24060
96 250 —— 24000
o192 200 —— 38400
384 100 pomnrenees 38400
‘768 50 e 38400
1535 25 aaa—— 38375
2272 20 45440
2599 15 38985
10000 10 in Fifbery Stock, 100000
82056 Blanks |
100000
Firft drawn 1000
~ Laft drawn 5000
50000Q
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In 'th‘is Scheme I would prbpofe, that the 10000 |

ten Pound Prizes thould be incorporated into a ¢~
pital Stock of 1000 Shares, being 100 /. each Share,
for carrying on the fithing 5 zhat is, the Proprietors
of thele Prizes thould be by Charser ereCted into a
Company, in order to carry on the Herring and other
Sifbing on the North and North-weft Coaft of Scotland..
That the Company thould have Liberty to fifh in all
the Lochs, Creeks, and Bays, (but not exclufive of
others) without being fubject to any Toll or Duty
whatever for fuch Liberty. That the Affairs of
this Company fhould be managed by five Direfors,
a Governor, Vice-governor, a Cafbeer, Accomptant
and Comptroller, whofe Settlement fhould be in fuch

a Port, fuppofed to be fixed as the general Marz

above hinted at,

That the ﬁrﬁt-,Diﬂ%m be chofen By the Parlia-

 ment, and to continue for one Year, and afterwards

three of the Direffors and one of the Governors to
be chofen annually by a general Court, two Direftors
and a Governor, remaining in Office for two Years,
but no longer, unlefs re-chofen. |

That there thould be a Clanfz in the Charter to

prevent the Embezlement of the Company’s Money
by Sallaries and ufelels Officers, reftraining the Di-
refors from charging the Proprietors with a Sum ex-
ceeding 5000 /. for the Article of Expence of Ma-
nagement. This Sam, confidering the Country they

& are

Lo

L2971
are to live in, is fufficient for all the Sallaries it will
be neceffary for them to pay. ' |

This 100000 /. raifed in this Manner, without
any Expence to the Public, and an infenfible one to
the Proprictors, would give new Life to z4is Trade,
employ a vaft Number of the Natives ufefully that
are now idle, and bring a reafonable Profit to the
Proprietors; but that I look upon as the fmalleft
Advantage arifing to the Public, tho® it were cer-

- tain that the Company fhould gain little or nothing,

which can happen only from their own Mifmanage-

ment ; yet that fhould not difcourage the Govern-

ment to undertake it, becaufe this Sum ammually

- employed for a few 2ears, would infallibly, in con-

juné&tion with the other Methods propofed in the
Beginning of this Difcourfe, bring us at leaft a
Share, if not the whole of this profitable T7ade,

The common People are generally tenacious of
their old Cuftoms; and are never to be beat out of
them all at once. They muft have Examples fet
before them before they can be convinced of the
Plaineft Truths.  Such a Company as is now propofed,
would anfwer that End, could bear the Expence of

making Experiments, which a private Perfon can-

not, and would be capable to purfue the Trade, tho?
the Fifb thould not fwim for a Zear or fwo: But

fuch an Accident would ruin all the private Under-
takers now concerned in it,
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1 have hitherto confined myfelf to the Confidera-
tion of the Advantages arifing to the Inhabitants of
thefe Parts from an induftrious and prudent Ma-
nagement of the Fithery 5 but if we confider the
Benefit ',which‘ may be drawn from an Increafe of
that Trade to the Strength of the royal Navy,
it will ftill appear to be more worthy the Confide~
ration of the Public. |

The Nation in general are agreed that fome Mea-
futes are neceflary to be ufed to enable his Majefty
to man the Fleet with the proper Compliment of
Men in an éafier Method: than has hitherto been.

fallen upon.

As that Affair is now-under the Confideration of

Parliament, Meafures will be: purfued, no doubt,,
that fhall be thought moft conducive to that End,
and at the, fame Time eaficft for the, Subjed.

A voluntary Regiﬁc; of the Seamen, anda cer-:

tain annual Penfion to fuch as inregifter them~'

felyes, will, no doubt, beof great Ufe; butlam
afraid that alone will not be fufficient to. anf{wet
the End propofed. '

if there was in the Kingdom as many Sailors as:
would ferve to man the royal Navy and the Merchants
Service alfo, it would be na great Difficulty to per-

fuade the Sailors to enter into his Majefty’s Service 3
| | for

C Tarl
¥or granting that the Difference of Pay would mika
:the-m prefer the Merchants Service, yet the Re-
tlzl.eunder would certainly ‘go voluntarily into the
King?, rather than Rarve at hore for aiy' confi-
derable Time, | e 108 20 cone

' If this is the Cafe, that the Difficulty of man-«
ing the Navy arifes from a real Scarcity of Sailors
the wl_wle Matter turns into-a Competition bet‘wix;
the King and the Merchanc which of thenr fhall
".h'efve thevSailors, and he:that offers moft, no doubt;
wx'll:ca,zery-it, if the Sailors have a Vote in it,'W‘hicP:
brings us under this Dilemma, that if the Govern=
ment fhall give fuch Encouragement to Sailors that
thel\{[erchant-cannot exceed, Trade, fo-far as the
Deficiency - of Sailors will amount to, muft frop.
Ifdthe: Encouragement is not fo- large but that the
Merchant can give higher, any Premium given by
?hef ‘Government will'Have'no other Effe® than to
inhance the Wages of Sailors, and lay an addition=
al Embargo upon Trade. I have avery great Opix
nion of the generous Temper of the: Britifb Sailots;
t)vtiltocan.not hel% thinking they will prefer the Maﬁ“é‘;
ho gives moft to he i o
hore ol ¢ two.that gives lefs, tho 'the; more

As:his Majefty is at prefent engaged in a War it |

?qfencc; of the Trade and Honour of thefe King:
loms, I am perfinded the Merchant,. who is
principally concerned in the Event of the War
will, no doubt, chearfully facrifiee’- the prefent

. Time,
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“Time, ¥ mean the Profits that might be expeted
during the- Continuance of the War, for the Sake
of his futare Security in time of Peace; but it
may not be unworthy the Confideration of the
Public to think on Means to hinder them from fal-
ling under the fame Difficuby for the Time to
come.,” - L o

If it be admitted that the Difficulty in manning
the Navy arifes from a Scarcity of Sailors, it will
eafily be allowed, that all Meafures that does not
tend to encreafe their Number; will fall fhort of
the Succefs we expect, . | | | |

That encreafing the ‘Wages of Sailors either itk
his Majefty’s or. the Merchants Service, - will have
but a fmall Effect in encreafing the Number of
Sailors: in general, few, that have confidered the
Matter, will doubt, We cannot be fo fanguine as
to imagine that fuch Encouragement will bring any
over from our Neighbours 3 if it in any Meafure
hinders their going abroad, it is all that can be exs
pected. e | &

There muft be an annual Decreafe of our Sailors
of at leaft every tenth Man, by thofe, who, after 2
few Years, leaves off the Bufinefs, and fettles at
home ; by fuch as grow fuperannuate and unfit for
Service ;. by thofe who die natural Deaths, or of
Diftempers common to other .Men by fuch as die
in hot Countries, and of Diftempers and Accidents

@
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to which their Way of Life is expofed ; by fuch
as, defert the Service, and fettle in foreign Coun-
tries ; I fay, by all thefe Means, we mu;‘; computc

that the Number of able bodied Seamen decreafe at
leaft one Tenth. o

If this Decreafe is not fupplied by an equal
N.umb,er_, we muft foon be reduced kto very bad
.C,lrcumﬁances, and I am afraid the Incréafe of late
is not equal to the Decreafe. But our Increafe, to
‘anfwer. our Purpofes, muft exceed the De‘creaf?c as
much as the whole Number of Sailors is lefs than
the Number neceffary to funply our Wants,

Wf: have no other Way of breeding Seamen
but either as Apprentices aboard our Ships, or b),r
our inland Navigation. Such as have lived to
ferve out a feven Years Apprentifhip aboard a Mer-

chantman, I believe will {carce be perfuaded '
aboard a Man of War, prriadec o 89

The Increafe of our inland Navigation is then
the moft natural Way to get an Increafe of Sea-
men, and if we examine the Matter to the Bottom
we fhall find that the Advantage the Dutch *';:;
French ,h.ave over us in manning their Fleets, is
‘more owing to that, than toany Policy they ufe in
that Matter. |

The Fifheries in both Countries are vaftly {upe.
. tior to ours, and more than fufficient to anfwer the
‘ O | Decreale
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Pecreafe of Seamen - neceffary in their foreign
Fleets.

- vt ¢ Wurfery raifes a Number of ftrong rol;uﬁ:
“:4rds, feafoned to all the Hardthips of t}}e e}e:,
and yet accultomed to earn fo fmall nges mt ‘tns
Fifhery, that they always take the ﬁ?f{'t ‘ pp(c)lreln -
ty to leave this laborious Way of Life, ,ans e

into the Merchant and‘the.Govel/mmént sherh ;
where they prove as good Sailors as thofe who hav

been from their Infancy on board a Merchantman.

hery I have been fpeaking of, may, 1na
fe\g '};"eeai-, breymade capable of employing 100000
Sailors, out of which it would be no Ma.nner of
Difficulty to man the royal Navy, and their Places
would foon be fupplied with Landmen, who are ca-
pable in a few Weeks of being made as ufeful in
‘the Fithery as the moft experienced Sailors.

As the Safety of Great-Britain c%epends entirely
on the Royal Navy, and the manning of that F}cet
‘depends upon the Increafe of our Sailors, an.d efpe-
cially thofe employ’d in the Inland Navigation; 1t
would feem that That of itfelf (hould be Argument
fufficient to induce every true Patriqt to fet about
an Enquiry into the State of the Flﬂlery, and to
oive it all the Encouragement that fo ufeful a
Branch of Trade requires.

i
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As this Ifland is happy in a numerous People;
and fo much of their Happinefs depends upon'_ the
Increafe of that ufeful Society of their S AILOﬁS;
and that fuch an univerfal Spirit of Charity reigns
over the whole, as may appear by the great In-
creafe of Charity-Schools; it may not be impoffible

to render that Charity ufeful towards manning our
Fleet,

" There are, in Great-Britain, about 28000 Boys
educated in thefe Schools, of which I compute a-
bout 5000 may be annually put out to, or are fit
for Trades: If the Managers of thefe Schools were
hindered from putting the Boys to any other Trade,

but to the Sea, it might produce a very good Ef-
fects asin this manner,

When a Boy is about Fifteen, the Managers
fhould bind him; by Indenture, to the Mafter of a
Merchant-thip, for feven Years, four of which he
fhould be obliged to ferve the Merchant, receiving
nothing but his Diet and Cloathing, and the other
three be fhould be obliged to ferve on board one of

His Majefty’s Ships for One Third Pay,

By this Means, after. four ‘Years, His Majeﬂy'
would be annually fupply’d with 5000 Sailors, for

- One Third Wages; and thefe Sailors, who are fup-

pofed to be about nineteen Years of Age, as ca-

~pable of Service as ever they will be thereafter.

Such
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Such an annual Increafe of our Inland Navigation;
would certainly enable His Majefty to man his
Fleet, without the prefent troublefome Method of”,
imprefling. o R

It is poflible I may be wrong in the Methods '

propofed for encouraging ‘this Fifhery; “but it is
impofiible that I can be miftaken in what I affirm,
that it is a Matter worthy the utmoft Attention of.

the Legiflature to beftow fome Thoughts on, if |

there -was no other Motive, but the Employment
of fo great a Number of People as inhabit that
Fifhing-Coaft, whofe idle Difpofitions are of dan-
gerous Confequences to the Peace of the Nations
but more efpecially, when that Employment muft
neceflarily add fo great a Strength to the Royal
Navy. - - B

I cannot be miftaken likewife, when I affirm that
all the Nation wifh that fomething were done to-
wards that great Warks and that nothing could he
more grateful to Scotlond than fuch a Settlement 3
that nothing could tend more to quiet the Minds of
thofe reftles People (I mean the Highlanders;) or
firengthen their too much wavering Loyalty s or in-
creafe their Affeétion to his Majefy’s Government,
than that the Goveinment fhould by fome Means
enable them to earn their Bread in this beneficial
‘Way ; and in that manner convince them that they
-enjoy the Proteltion of that Government they ought to

| fupport. For, @ prefent, unlefs Poverty and abfolute

Slavery

(371

Commands of thyr many Petty-Tyrants

1 Proteftions they enjoy nothing elfes

" that none can wonder the® they
us fo preferue.

I
§

thatif fuch a Work was begun,

_.1n that Part of the united Kingdoms

zét their Diftinétions 3 and would join to a
-fupport that Government, that had refcued

‘ fi;,n"'frorn Poverty, and put into their ftarving
{Hands fo unvaluable a Blefling. The Intereft of half

v axl'x\_\/lillion_ of People inhabiting near the fourth Part
of Svotland certainly deferves fome Attention, efpe-
cially when their Happinefs may be purchafed, and
{o great an Addition to the real Strength of the u.,
nited Kingdomsat fo{mall, or rather at no Expence,

as it certainly may if the foregoing Scheme is ra~

tional.
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