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,,: O U R confummate
7 Knowledﬂe of the true
ROF . ' ”" Intereft of your Coun-
\\ try; your Zeal and
#eN unwearied Application

1n. the lecharge of -yout Duty

as a Legifldtor, ~and . your. Ex-
perience in Trade, intitie you, be-
yond moft @éntlemen of your
Countxy, to the Patrénage of a
Treatife purely calculaited for re-
trieving our decayed Manufictures

‘andCommerce for difcharging our

A2 Debts,
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Tbe DEDICATI ON 10

Debts, for 1cﬁ:1ammg our ‘excef-

five Luxury, and for 1ende1mg
us, what we cnce have been, a
~ happy and flourithing People.
I am {enfible there are Num-

bers of our Nobility and Gentry

that are indued with extenfive na-
tural and acquiréd Talents, and 1

- Sir ]OHN BirNaRD, Kit. m

thofe who find their partxc,ular
Account in  mifleading ‘him. I
am forry to {ay that ahnofc every
Seflions of Parliament has fur-
nithed us with melancholy Ex-
amples of - this Complexion.

How often have we {een the
[ -----—-- re¢ byafled by the In-

tereft and = Craft of particular
Men ? Hew often has the private
Advantage of this or that Coun- -
ty or Bonough of this or that
great Man, pleventcd the pafling
of Laws for promoting general |
Unlity ? But your lﬂng Experi-
ence and Knowledge of Minis
not {ufficient, without fome De- fterial Intrigues, and of the un-
I gree of E}xpemence, to guide the || due Influence of particular Per-
Patriotﬁlegiﬂator in his Schemes | fons, make it unneceflary for me
| for cultivating and encouraging to be more minute on this Head. !
. the Commerce of his Country You have feen thefe Foibles of ¢
I Withoutthis experimental Know- our Conftitution with a generous |
ledge -he will be always liable to Concern, and have virtuoufly in- N
Prror, and to the Impofition of tcrpofed Whenevcx you 1magined,
thofe B | hatt

believe them equally zealous and
afliduous in their virtuous Care
of our Liberties and Properties;
but there are few who underftand,
like "you, the real Sprmos ‘the
feveral various Channels, - or the _.
true Nature of Trade. -
The Theory alone of Trade 18
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Years

vi TheDEpicarTionNto

that private ’Tntereﬂ:' was - prefer-
red to the general good of your

" Country ; but Virtue and manly

‘Eloquence, fuch as yours, have
not always prevailed ‘zgnmﬂ Ig~
norance and &' -------- 7.

You will fee Sir, that the pins-

mpal Defign of this Difcourfe is

to point out {uch Means as feem
moit likely to retrieve cur Trade
and Manufatturies, which have

been vifibly decaying for m"ny
paft. And as it may be

wondred at by {fome, and disbe-
lieved by others, how our pre-

{ent Mileries have been brought |
are 1eaﬂ v |

upon us, or that they :

{uch as thev are reprefented . to
be, it was judged neceflary to
give here a thort but true Defcrip-
tion of the prefent calamitous
State of our Commerce, and to
trace out {ome of the Caudes.that

. had

Sir Joun: BARNARD Knt V

had conmbuted towaids 1ts )e-g
pxefﬁon e :

“Sucha Retxofpeé’uon mto our’
paﬂ Condué mniay contribute  to-

wards detering thofe; that fhall

hexecnter have the Manavement

of our Affairs, from fallmg into

the like fatal Inadvertencies, or
may occafion fome  wholefome

Laws. for tying up the Hands of
fuch as would at any time facri-

fice the Trade and Manufactures

' of their Country to 4mbition, A-

varice or Self-prefervation : For

if ever the publick Good fhould
become a Thing of but little -
Concern, with future Minifters,
and all their Meafures fhould tend'
only to the accumulating of

Wealth, and continuing their own

]nﬂueﬂce fuch  Laws may bef'

found of ineftimable Ufe.

You are fenfible, Sir, that as-
gmneceﬁary I_ntc_:r,ru_ptmns and

the
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vi The DEpicaTi ON to

Weight of Taxes have funk our
Commerce and Manufaé’cules to

the low Ebb we now fee them at ;
it will be impoffible for tbefe

Sources of our Wealth, to reco-
-except
they are more- aircé’cxonatmy che-
rithed for the Time to come, and

ver their former Vi igour,

unlefs they are eafed of thofe un-
natural Clogs that have reduced
them. You alfo know, that the

Continuance of our Taxes, is ow-
ing to the exorbitant E‘ermes,
theNatmn has been put to for ma-
ny Years paft, and that except we

are wife enough, to beécome more

trugal for the future, it will be

morally mmpraétible to reduce our
Debts, or recover our Trade. You
are hkew'fe fenfible, that as moft
of our Funds are anticipated, it
will be . ‘abfolutely neceﬂary to

raife fome new Taxes, in‘order to
| make the Deﬁcxencles that muft

attend

attend the Diflolution of all fuch as

now nearly affe@ ourManufactures,

and that thofe fhould be raifed .on
| . the Rich:alone. _
not, but you fee the dangerous

‘And as T doubt

Growth of our Luxury with Con-
cern, I don't queftion you will be
of Opinion, that the Suppreflion

of this: growing Evil fhould -be

made fubfervient to the Purpofes
of Trade, by eafing the one with
laying fome neceffmy Incumbran-

ces onr the other.

‘Thefe are Pomté 1 have endea*
Voured to illuftrate, though they

-are {ofelf-evident, that one would

{carcely  think it poffible they
could ef¢ape the Obfervation of
moft . Men much lefs of thofe
‘Whofe. Blrth and Fortune had in-
titled them to the Suftrage of the
Publick ; but fhould we ever be
{o unhappy as to fee Stupidity

»:ﬁnd 1ts Way into that augult A~

a fembly,
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~ fembly, I afflure myfelf the Force:
of your ftrong Reafoning will
clear up the Underftandings of
all fuch as fhall not be AL -=-= 3
blind. ‘This, indeed is a Difeafe -
beyond the Reach of the moft
skilful Orator, in as much as the
Cure would be impoflible; with-
out the Concurrence of the Pati-:
ent himfelf, who probably may
find his Account in the Continu-

ance of his Juf ----- s Diftemper..
- But we will hope for the beft,
I will fuppofe that the late Choice
of the People has fallen on fuch
as will be virtuoully fenfible'of

the high Truft repofed in them;

will hope at leaft, they will have
Senfe enough to fee intotheir-owin
immediate Intereft, -(fuppofing
them regardlefs of Pofterity, and
their Principals) before the Re-

fhould not, we:

“§ Sir JouN BARNARD, K#t. X

drefs of our Trade becomes im-

praé’cicable. -

For my']?avrg I declare I had

no other View, than the publick
Good, in this Undertaking, and

|| as I have carefully endeavoured
| to keep up to the Defign of it,
' without intending Refletions on
| any Man, it is to be hoped no
| Perfon will think himfelf pointed
| at, from any Thing I was obliged |
F to fay in the Courfe of the Work,

| known Friend to your Country,

As for you, Sir, as you are 2

and to a virtuous publick Spirit,
I affure myfelf of your Appro-

| bation of the Defign of this

. Treatife, and of your Pardon for

| thus making Ufe of your Name
without your Knowledge.

1 am, &c.
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YEafomble Ob ferwtwns’

ON THE

D E C LE NS I O N
TR.A]i)E.Z and COMMERCE

] HE Buﬁnefs of TaaDE is fo
el interwoven with the Iﬂtereﬂ
of States, that it is become
| the Duty of the greateit Men
= 2 to enqulre into the Nature and
Condmon of it; but we of thefe. King-
doms are moxe 1mmed1ately obhged to this
Duty, than thofe of moit”other ‘Nations,
as the whole of our Wealth and Power flow
from Trade and Commerce. For it is ob-
fervable that our Tnfluence in Eurore
has gradually encreafed, as Commerce was

- underﬁood and chemﬁaed at Home by our
B Guax-’
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2 on TrapE and CoMMERCE.

Guardians and Legiflators ; and has gradu-
ally decreafed, “as this Spring of Power was
‘mifunderftood and negleéted. A carfory
Retrofpection of our Affairs for half a Cen-

tury will convince the moft Incredulous of
the Truth of this. Obfervation.

- Quren Evizasera’s Minifters feemed
to have underttood 7Zrade to Perfetion,
and, without Doubt, it is owing to their
Skill and Regard for Commerce, that we
had been {0 long capable of holding the
Beam of Power on the Continent ; for, as
- Induftry increafes or decreafes, in Proporti-
on to the minifferial Regard or Difregard
for the Commerce of a Nation, it is mani-
feft, that if our Trade, which then was in
its Infancy, had not been cherifhed, by the
true Patriots of thofe Days, our Weight,
to this Time, would fcarcely. have been
felt in the Scale. B

 SoME zniquitons Miniflers, who had form-
ed Defigns on the Liberties of their fel-
low Subjecls, had found it neceffary to re-
ftrain and - difcountenance the Trade of
thofe they intended to flrip of their Free-
dom; for as Poverty certainly follows an
Interdition of Indufry, thefe Sums of
Ruin find their Account in laying the Pols-
tical Axe to the Root of Affluence, as the

ready Means for cutting away the darling ;

Tree

e S R R |
Tree of -Liberty, which feldom thrives in.
2 Land of Poverty and Want. |

T T

Tr i1s allo ufual, with thefe dﬂ%gerousr
Statefmen, to introduce Lauxury as another

fure Means of promotipgthe fervile Work

of Slavery ; for the Example of the Great

eldom fails of drawing the Populace, of

any Nation, into Lxtremes of Dyet, Ap-
parrel, Equipage, Furniture and Building,
which certainly precipitate a People into
Poverty and Dependance.  As Bzduﬂmeay
be juftly called the Parent of Wealth, LTar-
cimony may not improperly be looked apon
as the Nur(e of it, fo that whenever Lux-
ury 1s introduced 1nto a  Nation of Co'mle-;
merce, one may conclude her not only fall-

en from the Zenith of her Power, but

{wiftly running into the moft defalatg M;:-
[ery.

PUFFENDoﬁF obfewes of HoLLanD, a-
bove fifty Years ago, that .t.hough fhe ap-
peared about that Time, 1n 2 flourifhing
State of Power and Gommerce, the would
decline 1 [oone;

'Pi:%;)lc imagined. This judicious Author
founded his Obfervation on the gm\gmg
Luxury which, then, only appearcc a-
mgﬁg{’? that Peéple, famed for ,Abﬁmenc,?
and Oeconomy before, 1 won't fay that
the Minifters of the then Prince of ORANGE,

Ba ~ who

n both, much fooner than moft

o A L L e
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who afpired at the Smdt/yoldef/bip, about
that Time, had politically introduced Lux-
#ry there, as a Moecans for brmging that

People, jealous  of their Freedom, into |

his Views: But it is certain, that the Spirit
of Excefs, which had then got footing 'in
the Provinces, had no fmall Share in thae
Prince’s arriving at a Power, far ‘exceeding

that which any of his Anceftors had been:

invefted with by that Republick.

‘WE find Henry IV, of France introduc-
ing Gaming, and all other luxurious Excefles
to that Kingdom, the better to bring the
Wealthy into his Views of abfolute Pow-
er. A Fremch + Author affires us, that

that ambitious Prince had fecretly invited, -

and went Sharer with a certain Italian
Gamefter, called Pimenteirr, who. had
bought up all the Dice in Paris, and intro-
duced falfe ones in their room, the better
to execute his Defigns. The fame Author
adds, that SuLry, Intendant of the Fjngsn-
¢es, was the Perfon who had advifed this
pernicious Scheme, in order to ‘accomplifh
thofe Defigns of Dependance and Submif-
dwom, he had long projected.

AvrTHoucH it be true, that the Subjeds
of GrReat Britax have not the leaft Rea-
fon to apprehend, that any Defigns have

been

+ The Duke Drsprrnon’s Memoires,

 Seafomable Obfervations 5

been formed ag'ainfth' their Liberties, andi that
it cannot be {o much as infinuated, that the
prefent  Decay of our Trade, and’ the late

growth of Luxury amongft us, are owing’

to the ambitions Views of our Miniflers

yet, as our Misfortunes are but too obvious,
it cannot be thought unneceflary, that Tat-

tempt to point out to my Countryrmen
the Methods, by which the Evils they feel

may be remedied. It were to be withed, that
tie general Complaint of our Luxury and

Lofs of Commerce had not been Wé”\ﬁ?un» 4
cd; but T am forry the Evils are too fen-

- fibly felt, and too vifible to . be ‘palliated.

Complaints, it is true, have been made, at
all ‘T'imes ; but I believe it won’t ‘be deni-
ed, that none have been fo general and {6
continued as the prefent ; and indeed, ‘it is
not to be admired, that the Outery thould
be loud and univerfal, when every Man in’
the Nation, of common Underftanding,

takes upon him to point out the feveral Cau-
{es of our Calamities. But, however others

may be inclined to impute our Misfortunes:

to Defign and Neglett, or both, for my own
Part, 1 impute them partly to Neceflity,

and partly to an Ignorance of ths true Ny--

ture of Commerce ;' and, for this laft

‘Reafon, T have lamented, that our Men

of Fafhion do not make the Bufinefs of
Trade as much their Study as it behoves
them to do. Itis cestain, that an Englifs

) Gentleman
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Gentleman is obliged more, than any other
of his Rank in Eurorg, to be well verfed,
at leaft, in the Theory of Commerce, and
even the Prattice fhould be familiar to him,

" if he would promote the real Intereft of his

Country. Even our Nobility, as they are

" a Branch of the Legiflature, are indipen-

fibly obliged to be well informed of the
trading Intereft of the Nation. |

Tue Diftin&ion which fome would make,
between the landed and trading Intereft of
this Country, is too abfurd to be taken no-
tice of here, there being, at this Time,

fcarcely a landed Gentleman in the King-
dom, who has not obferved, from the Va-

lue of his Eftate, as Commerce flourifhed

or decayed, that he is an Eaemy to his
Country, who would endeavour to diftin-
gui{h between or feparate her blended land-

ed and commercial Intereft.

Brrore we proceed to the Methods for
retrieving our Trade, it may not b‘e‘iq}pro-
per to trace out the Steps by which it bas
been depreffed. For though Men are fel-
dom fond of hearing a Recapitulation of
their Negleéts or Errors, yet it cannot
be thought unneceflary, 1n as much as it
may help to guard them againft future

Miftakes. - The

- Seafonable Obfervations +
T HE,Wars{_we" entered into, in Confe-
quence of the Rewolution, during the

Reigns of King Wirtiam and Queen

Awne, had neceflarily limited our Com-
merce whilft they fubfifted ; but as France,
and moft other States in Eurore, were en-
gaged in thefe Wars, there was no Poflibi-
lity for them to have improved their Trade,
to our Prejudice, during that Interval of
Confufion. -~ -

Is it not true, that FRANCE was under a
Neceility of eftablithing fome Woollen Ma-
nufactures (fo which the bad been a Stranger

till that Period of Time) for her Home
Confumption, during thefe Wars? And may
not we ourfelves therefore be 1o far deemed
to have been the Authors of the prefent De-
¢ay of our Trade, inas much as we had
drove France to that Neceflity? For,

~without doubt; if we could have continu-

ed in Peace with that Crown, we mufl

neceflarily have become the Clothiers of’

that populous Nation, which, then, feemed

Silk and Linnen Manufattures.

~only bent upon the Improvement of their

Tr is true indeed, this Misfortune might

bave been partly remedied at the Peace of

UrrecuT, if we had laid hotd of the Op-
portunities given us by that Treaty. We

werg intitled, invertue of that Treaty, to

import

\
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ed to us, as her Clothiers.

import our mott material Waoller Manufac-

tures into France, under certain Refbri€ti-

ons ; but they were fuch as left us Room

:enough to have deftroyed all the Manufac-
tures of /o0l in that great Kingdom : ‘And
‘though we had been. Lofers, for a few
Years, by our Importations into France,
(which, I thmk, could not well bein 1713)
Mil-

yet it is certain, we fhould be many
lions Gainers, at this Time, by the Experi-
ment. - Fm, let it be confidered how im-

menily our Woollen Trade would have been
encreafed, could we have deftroyed the Ma-
“nufactures of that Kingdom, which has fince

fupplanted us in our Turky Trade, and many

other materml Branches of our Commerce

Besiors, could we have deﬁroyed the
T.ooms of France, even the Natives there
muft have been foon obliged to us for their
own ordinary Confumption. And if it be
true, that that Nation confifts of no lefs

~ than 2000,000,000 of People, it is eafy to

compute the Benefit that muft have accru-
That we fhould
have had the Cloathing of the FrencH is
certain, if we could have deftroyed their
own Fabricks, which, in all human Pro-

‘bability, we fthould have done, had we fet-

tleda Tariff with them on the Footmg of

the Treaty of UrrecuT.

THE

i Sk A o i, A N i o N s
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Treaty of Commerce with FrRancEin 1713,

was, that our Trade with PorTUGAL wWould

fuffer, by admitting French Wimes upon
the fame Terms with the Portuguefe. 1t is
well known, that the Natives of PorTy-
GarL have always dealt with us more out of
Int¥réft than Affection; fo that, except
they could be fupplied upon chf{aper Terms
by other Nations, there was no reafon for
apprehending the Lofs of that Branch of
our Commerce, though we had fettled a
ff with France.

to PorTUGAL, that the Prices of her Wines,
which are now almoft treble to what they
were in 1713, would have contmued on the
antient Footmg

As the I/Vz;zes and other Produ&s of
FRrRANCE may be looked upon as meer ‘%u-

perfluities, we could never rececive any ma-

terial Prejudice from a reciprocal Trade

And we mxght have
had this further Advantage by it, even as

““"‘5&2‘/0%&0;6‘“"Uﬂ]er’fvzzzwm’"“'""‘""9“"“‘ TR
Tue chief Objection, raifed agaxnf’c a

)

with that Kingdom, in as much as the Con- |

fumption of fuch luxurious Articles, {fole-
ly depended on ourfelves; whereas our
Exports to France muft be looked upon

as abfolutely neceflary to the Natwes there,

‘Uron the wholc of this memorable Op«
pofition, given to the Commerce-bill in
1713, I cannot help faying, that it was

G eflen-
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effentially injurious to the Woollen Manu-
fattures of this Nation; but, for the Op-
ponents Sake, I will fuppofe the Injury was

“not intended, though it be no Attonement
to the Publick. ‘ |

We had fcarcely tafted the Fruits of

Peace, when our alternate Mifunderftand-

ings with Swepen and Muscovy had “in-
terrupted our Commerce to the BaLrick:
However neceflary thefe Steps may have
been, it is certain, they contributed to the
Decay of our Commerce by paving the
Way for Prussia to fupplant us in our
Trade of coarfe Cloths to Russia, and by
breaking through'a Chain of Friendfhip

which had {fubfifted for above two C‘entu:‘
ries, between this Nation and two of the
moft powerful and populous Kingdoms in
the North. S : |

Tre Obftruéion gchn to our Trade
Quarrels chiefly af=-

from thofe Northern
feGted our Manufaltures in YORKSHIRE
and though, of late, they {feem to have

fuller Employment than they had fince

the Lofs of the Russian Trade, yet I

cannot help thinking, that the prefent
Call for coarfe Manufaltures is ralt)her a

Lofs thana Benefit to the Nation. If thefe

fdrt" of Goods had been exported for the
Bavtick, as ufual, it would certainly be of

Adyantage

U7z X KADE e COMMERCE. I e — bl e L
| " Seafonable Obfervations

‘ Advantage; but when thefe cheap, coarfe

Manufa&ures find their Way to Spamv, I-
raLy, and PorTucaL, Countrics that had
always, till of late, taken off a much finer
Manufa&ure, itfeems to me rather a mani-
feft Detriment, than Advantage to the Na-
tion in general. If, indeed; the Exporta-
tion of our Northern Manufaltures to the
South, had been an additional Branch of
Commerce, it would have been of real Ad-
vantage; but fince it is founded only on
the Ruins of a much finer Commcdity,
ufually exported to thefe Cotintries, it ceales
to be a Benefit. But in the prefent unhap-
py State of our Manufactures, a Demand
for any Jgie of them may be looked up-
on as an Advantage.

Our Northern Quarrels were fcarcely
healed, when 4 Rupture with Seaiv was
thought neceffiry, by thofe who, no doubt,
underftood the national Intereft to Perfettion,
¢ were tobe wifhed, indeed, that we had
not been, at that Time, obliged to break with
a Kingdom the moft wufeful to us in Point
of Commerce of any in the World.  For
as the late Interruption to the Bavrrick,
and two expenfive Wars, had’ neceflarily -

3

i deprefled our Trade, a Breach with Spa1n;,
and thereforé T will not doubt, but that
the Miniftry,in 1718, had more cogent Rea-
o Ca2 ~fons

“in |

muft unavoidably have compleated its Ruin, ;gf%",
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(ons than appearfjto me for that Spanifh
Waf.- ’

I SuaLy not enter into a Detail of the Ciap-
tures and other Misfortunes, which were the
Confequence of a Rupture with Spain, at
that Time, and which have not a little con-
tributed to the prefent Depreflion of ourCom-

nerce ; but I muft obferve, that Francs
found her Account in thofe Diftradti-
ons. For as the Seaniarps muft  be fup.
plied, they were neceflitated, by the In-
terdiction of our Trade with them, to have,
from France, fuch coarfe Manufadtures, as
fhe could furpifh them withal, And this, |
think, is the only Reafon that,¢an be aflign-
ed, for the Difufe of our fine Manufacture of
Cloth in SpaiN, from that Time to this.

For, whenever any Branch of Commerce

‘happens to be iuterdiited, as was the Cafo
here, another Channel will naturally open

itfelf, which feldom or never can be fhut |

up, fo as for that, which had been inter-
rupted, to be recovered again,

Burt thiswas not the only Dii’advantagé
which attended that Breach with SeAIN
foras France had found the Sweets of 2

Branch of Trade, unknown to her before

that Time, the employed all her Art to
draw the chief Material from us, that fhe

might carry her Waollen Manufactures to

fuch_
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{uch Perfection, as{hould put it out of our
Power to recover our former Trade with
SeaiN, whenever we fhould happen to re-
cover her Friendfhip. To this End fhe
wifely encouraged the Importation of Ey-
glzfb and Irifb Wool  and, as the Demand
for her Manufaltures encreafed in SpaIN,
the prudently took off the Prohibitions,
which, ‘before that Time, were laid on fo-

reign Worfled and Bay-yarn: So that we

found that artful Nation taking all the
Steps imaginable, for perpetuating a Branch
of Commerce, which the Neceflities of
our Diffentions with Spain opened to her.
It won’t, I fuppofe, be doubted, that the

Durcn and Fremines had improved this
B Opportunity, as well as the Frenca,

o

Our Difference with Spain was pro-
ductive of another Evi/, which though not
equal to the Inuterdiction of our Trade with
that Nation, and the Captures and Seizures

made by her, yet it muft be looked upon to

haveprecipitated the Decay of ourCommerce,
"This was the Peace between HoLr anp and
Arcier, which Iwill fuppofe (for certain
Reafons) the Frexcn had mediated, in

_order to induce the States to accede to the

Treaty of HANOVER. : |

I is true it would have been uncharita-
ble to have endeavoured to obftru& that
o Treaty;
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Treaty ; but, without doubt, it would have
been the Interet of EwncrLanp, if the
Durcy and Avcrrines had continued at
Enmity, - For before that Treaty was me-
diated between thofe Nations, we had the
Advantage of being Carriers for the Durcr,
the HampURGERS, the DANTZICKERS;
the Swepes, and the Danes, to and from the
MEDITERRA_NmN, and partly to §PA1N and
PorTUGAL. | 4

Tas poléiz'ml Authogs of 'th;ev prefentz__
Age, having fufficiently exemplified. our
extraordinary Expences, in Confequence
of our Quarrels in the North and the South,
I thall only. obferve, that could thefe im-

menfe Qui-goings have been fpared, ¥e

fhould have been enabled to eafe our Trade
and ManufaQures of thofe Taxes that are
now real Clogs upon them; an_d cven in
this refpe@, our Mifunderftandings with

Spain, and the Powers of the North

muft be looked upon as Evils of the firft
Magnitude, tho’ they may have been ne-
ceflary.. .

It were to be withed, that the foregoing
foreign Tranfaltions had been the only -Im-
‘pediments given to our Trade fince the
Peace of Urrecat; but I am afraid we
fhall find fome of our domeflick Proceed-
ings to have equally contributed towards its

| prefent

prefent Depreffion.  And though one might
be able to produce a long Catalogue of fuch
Tranfactions, I fhall content myfelf with a-
very few Obfervations on this Head.

Tue South-fea Scheme in 1720 was,
not only in its Confequence, but alfo in its
very Nature, the molt njurions to Trade
of any Projedt the Wit of Man was able
to devifé, And Thave often wondered that
our moft confiderable Trtaders, who could
not but have feen the evil Tendency of
that Scheme, had not fairly and frongly
reprefented the Dangers of it to their Su-
periors before it was carried into Execution :
For I cannot think, that any Motives could
have induced our Guardians, at that Time,

‘to. fupport that Project, if any Pains had

been taken to have made them fenfible of
the Injuries that muft have arifen from it.
But as that melancholy Affair has been fo
often canvafled, and is now fo well under-
ftood, I fhall only obferve, that the Punifh-
ments infli¢ted or that Occafion were not,
in my Opinion, adequate to the Heinoufs
nefs of the Crime: And I wifh, that the
Lenity, thewn at that Time, may not have

occafioned  the {ubfequent Imbezlements

and Mifapplications, fo frequently complain~
ed of by the Publick. | |

Iris true, fome Alterations were made
| : | in

= oo s it ¢ = o e s
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in the then Miniftry, in order, I fuppofc,
to appeafe the Sufferers, and « Gentleman.

of great Abilities, in our Domeftick Af-
fairs, was charged with the arduous Task
of eftablithing publick Credit, and healing
our Diftraction : But though he had ex-
ceeded the publick Expectation, yet it
was impoffible to have prevented the inju-
rious Confequence of that fatal Projett to
the Trade of the Nation. o

Our Trade to America was the only
Branch of our Commerce, which our ne-
ceffary, but unhappy, Quarrelsin the North

‘and the Sputh could not materially,affc&;

but, I know not how it happened, even
this Trade has been declining for many
Years: And I with that the Importation of

Brandies from DUNKIRK, paying the Fle-

mifh. Duty enly, which had continued fince
1722, had not chiefly contributed towards
its Declenfion. For it is certain, that e-
ver fince the Duties on foreigi Spirits were
reduced to 4 s. 1 d. per Gallon, our Sugar-

trade has decayed gradually; and indeed it

could not be well expeéted to happen other-
wife, fince a principal Part of that Com-
merce confifts in Rum, which could find

little Vent here, after the Reduétion of the

Duties on foreign Spirits.

- How we came to look upon DuNKIRK,
though

— e e S
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though a Part of the Dominions of Frawct,
to be intitled to a Privilege the other Ports
of that Kingdom were not allowed, 1 cannot
tell ; but this may be faid, that the Ports
of Normanpy and BriTany, as thefe
Provinces were no Part of Old Fraxnce,
had as good a Right to be exempted from
the French Duties of 6 5. and 8 d. per Gal-
lon, as Dunkirg, But 1 will {uppofe
there was a particular Claufe in fome Adc

of Parliament for that Purpofe, tho’ I could

never meet with any.

T wis the Décay of our Sugar-trade may

not be alfo owing to the Indigence or In-

capacity of {fome of thofe whe had Tbee_n in-
¢rufted  with the Intendancy of our Sugar-

Iflands 5 and, if there be any Truath in the

Advices from thofe Parts, there are Rea-
fons for believing that our Officers there,
at leaft fome of them, have not cherifhed

that Trade as far as they ought to have done

for the good of this Nation.

TsuawLt take notice, in the Sequel of this

Difcourfe, of the Methods by which the

Faexcu have rofe to their prefent Height
of Afluence in Awmsrica, and leave the
Reader to judge between their Indulgence,
and our own in the Government of theif
Plantations. - Trade is not like the Palm-

tr¢e, which, as Naturalifts tell usy thrives
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in_ proportion to the Addition of Weighg
laid upon it 5 on the contrary, to bring Trade
couraged. R A

Our Trade to Turky isina lamentable
Condition, though the raging Peftilence at
 MaRSEILLEs in 1719, and for two Years afe
ter, fhould be a Reafon why it fhould flou.
1ifh more than it had, even before the Te\zzce
of Urrecat. This ineftimable Branch of
our Commerce is {o dwindled, thatof twens
ty {four Houfes or Fatories we had at Spry e
Na, fome Yearsago, there are now but fous
only; and, if am rightly informed, it ig
proporticnably the fame, throughout the
Extent of the whole Zurkifb Empire. This
melancholy Declenfion, of this Branch of
our Commerce, muft be more owing to the
Clogs upon our Manufa@ures, and the
Fluctuation of our Meafures, than to any
Unaptnefs in our commercial Agents, who

~ have been always looked upon to equal, i

Skill and Induftry, thofe of any other Na-
giop in EUROP:, : : e

Thue Pratice of raifing Money, for the
current Service, by Way of Lottery, has
not a little contributed towards the [ez/ps-
Jion of Trade 3 and for this Reafon I have
been fenfibly concerned whenever I law any
Adls pafled for this Purpofe, particularly
o | , | when,
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when the Tickets were at zén Pounds %nd
’;nder: For, befides the Idier}eis andq X-
vence which this Sort of Gaming prgn}u_ces
gkn%jx)g the People, it proves an %nc;xcg.%
mént to the Artizan toTwn(:ihdra\;f] ! l?rcan -

ypital out of hi rade, whicl -
his Capital out of his Trade, which can-
not biiltjbfe injufious to one of 4 middling
Stock. -

»

As’ our Intereft fh’cﬁula induce us tg'glz'@
all Sorts of Encouragement to Trﬁ eﬁ fo’
thould it oblige us to r1dﬁ1t of all tho tci
Clogs and Impediments thidt hang %pon il >
whether authorized by Law or (étu dom oon
ly. The feveral ?e‘rqmﬁtgv, exadle L upv :
the Trader in the Offices under the Crown,

; . ‘ 0
" are become a teal Charge upon Gommerce ;-

of many In his Kind, which
of many Inftances of this 1,
?rlllat Obemgigen, I fhall only m;:ntx}on. thef
Exyences that attend the Recovery o
Draw-backs at the Cuflom-houfe.

Draw-pacis were cértdinly allowec%_fgg
the Encouragement of Trade, faz;d, x; éitj
out doubt, they would prove -cg ha.r % cat-
et Advantage, than they do, 1f t e(jhar -
er could receive them w;thout‘ag ha gfo?
and as foon as they became due: but Ih .
happens, that the .Merghant .o‘ftenﬂz ufes.

t excee >ounds
i;l;iaaid %oces ??tOtt%e Expence and Fatigue of
Do working

O SO e S LT
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10 Seafonable Objervations
working through the Intricacies of the 1
veral Offices of the Cuftoms. o

I uavE feen a Calculation of the Pe I~
fites eftablithed only by Cuftom, ra'ifedrqulg-

on the Subje by the Offivers of the Crown,

and was forry to find them exceed the neat
Duties on Salt, Ssap, and Candles, put toge-
ther. It cannot be denied but that the Trea-
fury allows fufficient Salaries to thofe who
A& under that awful Board ; nor can it be

cafonably thought, that they are counte-

nanced, byx theks” Superiors, 'in their Ex-

- actions upon their fellow Subjedts.

‘THERE are mény‘other Hardthips, arifi
p) : n
from the Collection of the publiékpR’eVenueg
which materially obftru& Trade ; but as it;

~would be impoffible to cnumerate them all,

I fhall only obferve, that as the Crow
for all Profecutions }ela_ting to the 'Revelslilzrs
the Court of Exchequer feldom wants Oc

- cupation; which, without doubt, can beno

Encouragement to any Trade but the 7,45

Every fair ‘Trader muft naturaﬁy be an
zEnemy to the clandeftine Importer, and
therefore all Laws which prohibit an 7/jcss

Commerce are juftly looked upon as publick

Benefits, as they are fuppofed to be calcy-
lated for the Encouragement of Trade; but

it may 1o happen, lometimes, that Laws
intended

on Trapr and CoMMERCE. 21
intended for the Advancement of Commerce
may become injurious to it, and fuch, I am
afraid, the late retrofpeitive Law to pre-
vent Smuggling, has proved in. its Confe-

quence: I am likewife afraid that the Al-

terations made in this Law, the laft Seflions,

will not be lefs deftrultive of Induftry, than

!

the former Law, tho’ both might have been
defigned for its Advancement. |

A recarp fhould always be had to fri¢t -

Juftice in enadting all Laws, particularly
fuch as affe@t the Lzberty of the Subject.
In vertue of the Law, under our Confide-
ration, a Manmight be beggared and impri=
foned for the Crimes he had been guilty of

- before the Law was made, or perhaps fo
 much as thought of by the Projettor him-
felf j nay, and often, for Crimes falfly al-
ledged againft him, by thofe who were to
benefit by the Perjury. Many of our moft-

ufeful fellow Subjetts have retired into fo-
reign Ccuntries to avoid the Severities of
that' Law, which did not feem to anfwer
the Ends for which it was or ought to have
been made, and therefore may be juftly

‘looked upon to have been Zmjurions to
Trade.

- Pusrick Companies, as they are little
lefs than Monopolzes, have been looked up-
on, by moft People, as injurious to the ge-
neralCommerce of a Nation ; but

I be-.
lieve
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lieve it won’t be contefted; by even the

Advocates for them; that they really be-~

come fo, when they are corruptly thanaged,
The feveral Applications to Parliament,
-~ fince the Year 1720, in rélation to qua’s
in the Direéion of fome of our encorpo-
rated Bodies, put it beyond Difpute, that
they have not been mariaged with ftri¢t Can-
dour ; and, I am afraid, the Lenity fhewn
to Delmquents is the only Reafon that has
ptevented a more general Complaint.  For
‘to what Purpofe fhould a Proprietor com-
plain; when he is morally fure; if Exams-
ple can make a Man f{o, to be left in a
- worfe Condition after, than he was in before,
the expenﬁve Profecution was fet on Foot?

It is true, fome of our Campames feetti
ed to have followed little other Trade thar
that pernicious one carried on in Exchange-
Alley; which is now in a great meafure pre-

vented : But as the Chain of Commerce is

compofed of many relative as well as actual
Links, there are no Mifapplications or Mif~
managements; throughout the whole State;
however remote they may appedr, but af-
fe¢t, more or lefs, the ndtional Trade. So
that to view the Corruption of our Com-
panies, in this Light only, it muft be ad-
mitted, that our Commerce muft feverély

fuffer from any Indulgence to thefe Plun:

in fome

derers of the Publick. Lenity,
| - Cafes;

(.

et i i T v e e e

~other Incorporations had been as minutely

. added thandiminifhed the vicious AfTurance &
" of thofe inother Dire@ions. Thereare many

o 'TraADE and C OMMERCE

=

23
Cafes, may become’vicious, inftead of being
virtuous, and particularly fo, when it proves
an Incouragement to Corruption, which, I
am afraid, would be found to be the Cafe
in this Inﬁance, if the real State of all our

S —

R

¢xamined into, as thofe of the South Sea,
the Cbarzmé}e, and the 17 oré-éuz/dzng& |

It is§s allowed, that fome Pumfhments
have been infli éted on thefe Occaf jons’y but
as they were not adequate to the Crlme, and
on a few only of the pilfering Agents and
#hat the Over-growngwent - free, it is to be
apprehended, that théfe Refearches rather..’

Reafons why a good Englifbman can be no
Friend to great Companies; but were there
noother,than that they may one Day be-
come dangerous Weapons in the Hands ofan
over-grafping Minifter, it ought to determine '~ |
him againft them. And for this Reafon, |
as well as that, I thought them deftrudive
of Trade; Iwas Iosry, that a [alutary Pro-
pofal, concerning our East INp1a Trade,
made, a few Years ago, by a Gentle-
man of known Skill “and Integrity, had
not met with Countenance. But, without
doubt, the Opponents to that bcheme had
their Rmfom for the Continuance of the !
Compmy . .

Havive :
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Having thus curforily enumerated a few.

of thofe uwbappy Caufes that have con-
tributed towards the prefemt Decay of
our Commerce, we will concifely examine
if the Declenfion of this Source of our
Wealth be as real as it is generally com-
plained of: And we are the more inclined

to think fome what of this kind neceflary, -

becaufe fome Writers have lately taken
great. Pains to perfuade the People, that
our Trade never was more extenffve, ox
more advantageous, than it is at prefent.

I won't take upon me here to poirt «§
- out the Views of thefe Authors, for thus }
“-“rendeavouring to propagate an Opinion:fo

repugnant to the Senfe of the People in
general 5 but, in order to juftify thefe com-

mercial Speculatifts, I will own with them,

that one Bramch of Trade, the only one
they feem to underftand, is lately become

infinitely more extenfive than it was in

~ Note much fooner than they imagine.

the Days of our Fathers; and I wifh the
Contraltion of the other Branches of our
Commerce may not be juftly imputed to
the enormous Extenfion of this. But as
a vifible Decay of every other Branch of
our Commerce, muft neceflarily foon dry
up the Fountain which fets ¢his Trade of
- #n a-going, 1 doubt thefe venal De-
claimers will be obliged to change their

Bur
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Bur how little foever fome certain Per-

fons may be fuppofed to be acquainted with

. . ) L] - I am
the Miferies of their fellow Subjedls,
vciy fox[r'y that the Bulk of the People have

v « o . f
‘Reafon for complaining of the Decay of
lt;ﬁ'cdmtimal Trade and Manufaétures. This

Decay is vifible in our East Inpta Trade
from the publick Sales of the Company,
{tom the Price of her Stock, her Dividends,
her Debts, and, above all, from the known
real Value of her Capital, which1snow.no
Secret. Itis moft lamentably vifible 1n our
West Inpia Trade, particularly.that to our
Sugar-iflands, from the exceflive low Price
of Sugars, for many Years paft, from the
Decreafe of our BExportations to thofe 1.
{lands fince 1721, from the Fall.of.Eﬁatesf
in thofe Parts, and from the foer{es that
oblige daily the Planters there to quit thcgr
Settlement, and feek fc_>r‘ Rffllef on the
Continent. It appeats vifible in our Trad’c
to the BavTick, whither wedo not export
‘one Tenth of the Waollen Manufaltures,
we were wont to do, before our unhappy,
tho’ perhaps meceffary Broils with Perer I.
and Caarces XII Itis to be feen in our
Commerce to TURKY, -yvhlch‘xs fo raﬂ:ufzed
of late Years, that of twenty odd Ships,

chiefly laden with ourWoollen Manufaltures,

which we werewont to fend thither annual-

ly, we now feldom fend above three or fogr,::
and even thofe not a third freighted with

_the
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g}gl Staple of the Nation ; from the incre
| P}&e_.l)xrpxnutxon of the Number of ou;
actories in that Empire
F hat » a8 has been ob-
lerved, and from the notorious Ihcre?fjé

of the French Commerce in that Part of

- the World. It is manifi i
Frmﬁck Value of our g}%ofzs n:o ﬂSl? o,
;)f compared with what they had beo
Cefore our fat.all(.@‘arrels with -that uﬁa-efsll1

rown. It is evident from the Ioffes of
our SoutH Sga Company, in" her Tls'ége"

vith New  Spaiy, which affeés, in the

;Iéizl?édti}a)flwholc Nation, though none o
immedi ;ay as the unhappy Proprietors of
the tgcg.P It is vifible in our Trade
De'cre“;'lt‘ ] 'ORTUGAL, from the known late
Jecreaie of the Exports of our Waollen M
nufattures  thither, and the ext e
Increafe of our Imports of Wine a;g"?g%}nt'
mma’s ﬁ-om thence, which mal be 1I Ild N
f‘d upon of real Difadvantage );o theOI?J .
t;ogarh;e all other Imports that contrib-u?;
ro ‘i‘xccjfes and Luxury, It is plain, as
arour rade with France, from the P
sede?:; b}:gdz%ous ~annual “Balance, obfer-
vedto b m Favour of that Kingdom, in-
¢ Articles of Wine, Brandy. ¢ chs,
?Mmgy, Tops, &c I’ cranay, 6177257‘16‘&5,
rmes, » Q€. It 1s notorious in our
nvial rxports to Franpers, and th |
ceflive luxurious Imports of 7 gs. 4 ; ne.
%,zzznem from that Country, which’a?n Iﬁ”e‘
Iy purchafed with our Bullipn. Ine Esﬁ-
‘ : 3

if
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if we look round the whole Globe, we
fhall find either the Balance of Trade to be
againft us, or that the Exports of our natio-
pal Manufattures, to moft Countries, are
vifibly diminifhed : Bat as I have fome

Thoughts of confidering the general Ba-

lance of Trade, in a particalar Treatife,
I fhall for the prefent only obferve, that
no Demonftration in Eucrip is more evi-

_dent, than that the gemeral Balance of

“Trade is, and hasbeen, notorioufly againit

this Nation ever fince the Year 1723.

T wisa I could not point out many other
Tokens of our Declenfiony and the Decay
of our Trade ; but I am forry they are too
obvious and manifold to be palliated by the
Glofes of the moft artful Pen. And though
the Fall of the Intereft of Money fhould be
a Reafon why our Commerce and Manufac-
tures thould flourith more fince, than be-
fore, the Year 1723, yet the Falt certain-
ly is pthcrwife@ ‘ )

T iaiinxpedrs manifeftly from t_}._lé_px;,éfeﬂt
Valwe of Land and Houfes, from the fre-
quent Failures of Tenants, and from - the

great Numbers of Farms and Houfes which

lie on the Hands of the Landlord. It ap-

sears alfo fromthe Increafe of Coffee-houfes,

Ale-hosfes, Taverns, Gin-fbaps, Millencrs,
pedling Chandlers, and fuch other infigni~
| 2 ficant

R
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It would be endlefs to recount the fe-
veral vifible Marks of the Natton’s Poverty,
and the Declenfion of her Commerce; it

28 Seafonable Oblervations
ficant Trades, fet up in Streets, fdrmcrly

noted for the Habitations of {ubftantial
- wholefale Tradefmen. It further appears

Lt e o L L i

from the known, but extravagant Increafe
of.,t,he ‘Pocrs Rates throughout the whole
Kingdom, from the vifible Decreafe of our
fineft and moft valuable #pollen Manufac-
tures, from the low Price of Wool, from the
frequent Bankruptcies of our Traders in ge-

neral, but particularly of our Manufadtureggs

in the /7¢fi of the Kingdom. It is evident
from the Multitudes of unhappy Desbtors in
our Jails, notwithftanding the many whol-
fome extenfive Adts of Infolvency, pafled in
Favour of the Unfortunate. It is vifible

from the Scarcity of Momey amongft all

thofe who have not the good Fortune to be
in Employment under the Crown. It a'pi
pears from the general Inability, which the
- People are known to be under, more now
than heretofore, of paying the Zuxes e-
ftablithed by Law. Itis menifeft alfo, from
the Deficiences in many Branches of the
Revenue, complained of by ceifain Per-
Jons of late, forcther Purpofes than to fhew
the Calamities of the People, tho’ nothing
can demonftrate the 'Mz'feﬂ'és of the Sub.
je&t more than fuch apparent Deficiencies,
which certainly proceed from the Inability
of the Bulk of the People, to expend as
largely as they were wont to do. =

appears in every Face, and in every Mouth,
except thofe of certain Perfons, who, as has
been already obferved, affet to argue
the People into AtHluence and Happinefs,
whilft they feverely feel all the Weight of
Toxes, Wantand Poverty.

T'ue Ungratefulnefs of the Subje& Wduid

‘deter a good Commonwealth’s Man from en-

tering minutely into the Calamities of his
Country, if he did not hope that the true
Knowledge of the Diftemper might help
towards the Cure. And I can aflure the
Reader this was the Author’s fole Motive,
for the fhort Recapitulation he has mad
here of our Neceflities, and th¢ Caufes
that have chiefly occafioned them.

W will now proceed, purfuant to our
firft Intention, to point out the ondy Methods,
by which we think it poffible for us tore-
trieve our Trade and Manufactures, to re-
cover our Influence in Eurorg, and to be-
come, what we had been not many Years
ago, a wealthy and powerful People. And
though an Attempt of this Nature, by a
private Perfon, may be looked upon as an
Indication of his Vanity, yet I cannot help
thinking myfelf obliged, as a Member of

| | the
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‘the . Community, to give all the Lighe T

am capable of, to thofe who have Power
to redrefs the Grievances the Nation la-
bours under. * There can be but two Sorts

of People amongft us, who can be fuppof-

ed to have any Reafon for being difpleafed
with an Undertaking calculated for the
Advantage of the Publick ; thofe are the
Authors of our Calamities, if any fuch
thercare, and thofe who may find their par-

ticular Jocount in the Miferies and Confu-

fions of their Native Country. But as I

“hope there are no fuch unnatural Brethren

to be found in this Land, I think, T may
reckon upon the general Approbation of
my Countrymen, '

Asit is jﬁniverfally agreed _dpon; that the

Declenfion of our Commerce is chiefly ow-

ing to the exorbitant Expence the Nation
has been at, for many Years paft, which

prevented the eafling of our Manufa&tures

of thofe Clogs that depreffed them, it will
be abfolutely neceffary that we become more
frugal, for the time to come, if we would
hope for even a Chance of recovering our
Trade. No Advantages, no Demands from
Abroad, for our Manufattures, can be a-
lone capable of retrieving eur Commerce,
except our Manufatturers are enabled to
work as ¢heap as our rival Neighbours,
For though the Euglifb Manufactures ﬂ:ouéd

)y o o

be intrinfically ‘more valuable, than thofa
of other Nations, the foreign Confumer
will naturally buy of him who affords the
beft Pennyworth. This is a Truth not tg
be controverted, and of which cvery Ad-

venturer in the Nation can ‘bear witnefs,

This being premifed, it is plain our Trade
can never be fuppofed to flourith till the
ManufaCturer be eafed of - thofe Burthens
yvhich*n()w obftrut him, though we were
to continue in a general Tranquillity for an
Age together., *

IT is true, the Neceflities of King Wrz.-
LiAM and

the Legiflature, inthofe Days, to lay many

- greivous Burthens ‘upon the People, which

nothing lefs than the moft imminent Dangers
were capable of juftifying ; but I cannot
help doubting, great as the Perils were
at that Time, that thofe Patriots would
have fearcely gone the Lengths they did,
could they have imagined that thofe Aids,
which they gave only for a limited Time,
would be continued upon their Pofterity.

They, no doubt, thought that an End of
thofe /#/ars would have put an End to the

Taxes; and indeed the whole World was

. of the fame Opinion, and hoped to have
found their Notions verified on the Con-
clufion of the Peace of UrrecuT. France

embraced the wifhed for Opportunity, and

 wifely
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Queen Anne’s Reigns obliged
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wifely fet about eafing her People, and
cherifhing her Commerce and Manufac-
tures. But as we had not been fo hap-
py as to be able to lay hold of that fa-
goitrable Conjunéture, it may be now hoped
that, for the time to come, we will correé?,
in ourfelves, any Miflakes we may have
been guilty of, and be better Husbands of
the publick Revenue, than we have been.

Self-intereft requires a Change .in our Con-

dud, if we would extricate ourfelves out
of our prefent Difficulties. |

LT us thenavoid all future Quarrels with

foreign Powers, as far as the Dignity of the
Crown, the Safety of our Liberties, and
the Protection of our Commerce will per-
mit. For as we are a Nation, chiefly fub-
fifting by Commerce, it fhould be'an eter-
nal Maxim with us, never to provoke fo-
reign States, noteven the moft inconfider-
able, who may, one time Or other, be ufe-
ful to us as we are People of Induftry. Our
Situation and our Naval Force dofo fecure
us from Infult, that it will be the Intereft
of moft Nationsin Euroez to live in Amity
with' us, except our own imprudent Con-

du& fhould, at any Time, drive themto

Extremities, which I wifh may not have
been the Cafe, onfome Qccafions heretofore.
Nature feems to have defigned us to be the

Arbitrators of Europe, and we thould

always

e

" 1al Influence; but likewife her Commerce

| - provoked to a juft Revenge, let our Re:

may be owing only to the natural Cowar-

~ our Affairs. It thould be alfo obferved, that
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always have ‘been looked upon as fuch, if
we had wifely contented ourfelves to have
walked in the Road of Mediation only.
But from a contrary Behaviour), of éullying
Mankind, and becoming Principals in
Quarrels, that have little or no Relation to
her, a Nation may not only lofe-her natu-

in the Don Quixot Atchievements,
~Ip, at any Time hereafter, we fhould be

fentment be fudden and refolute; for as
Delays, on thefe Occafions, often denote
Irrefolition and Pufilanimity; the aggrefing
Party, however sufignificant, will not fail
of imputing that to want of Power, which

B T e S 2 e Y SR

dice or Unfteadinefs of #hefe at the Head of

a pacifick Tamenefs generally creates a far
larger Expence, than Meafures of Firm- rah
wefs and Refolution ; the latter wees foonee . .
sgers whilft the other continues much long- %{3’5“1;&
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er than one would wifh or expelt, o Fargiy G g
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fully {fupprefled, as they are fuppofed to en- #1 sk
‘ever they are become frequent; for, in re= | ,,;'ﬁ g
allity, Penfion is but a foft Term for the .’ )
F let b 4

@ {‘

;[f L 3 . ’ ] & ;
& Avefuperfluous Penfions fhould be care= -~
hance largely the publick Expence wher- ¢ . 22
Word Bribe; There needs no Bribe, or YO
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let us call it Penfion, to engage a gosd Mis
in the Service of his King and Country :
fuch a one will fcorn to be gratified at the
Expence of the indigent, laborious Artizan,
whofe Induftry fupports the very Being of
his ‘native Country. T will own, that of
all the felf-preferving, minifterial Arts, that
of Corruption is, I think, the leaft pardon-

able ; for Corruption debafes the Mind {5 (

far, that it habituates the Corrupted to a
Difregard for Pofterity, and every Virtue
requifite for the Advantage or Prefervation
of the Community., - -

- It muft be allowed that Penfions betome
neceflary fometimes ; butif ever they fhould
happen to be dealt out t6 the Unworthieft
only, and that for 4ad Purpofes, the infa-
mous Name of Bribe may juftly be affixed
to them. Honours are properly the Grati-
fications of fuch as deferve well of the
State, and will be ever ¢
10 a vzrtuons Mind, than even Money 5 and
thefe the Prince may confet withour impairs
- ing his .own particular Revenue, or that

of ;the Publick; - It is true; it may coftety
happen, that the deferving Object may re-
quire a pecuniary Recompence, and then
indeed a Penfion, in its received Senfe, be.
comes neceflary ; but, even then, it fhould
be diftributed with Moderation, and a due
Regard to the gemeral Diflyeffes of the Peo-
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a ftronger Incentive

. ' afon why the
ole. But Ican fee no Reaton Wi
l\fiilltitude of lucrative Employments, 13
the Gift of the Crown, may x}ot,,‘at 2 |
Times, be fufficient to gratify the Worthy

nld th,e Virtuous. And one .w“,o,uld think,
2bat the modern Cuftom of [é{lzltmgn ‘tEr?d%lzg’d-
me r Pofts, was purpolely 1ntroGt ed
?;e?;‘j; (t)he Cro,wn the zﬁzﬁze%/e‘ngs "thét
*‘were'given in - Penfions 3 and, it is ttg th?
hoped it has anfwered 1:;1;: ‘Ends of t! ¢
Projeltor. o Y

It is true, the World is fo alteréd, tt}?:t
few Men covet Employments, vexc-:gpt s eY
are really confiderable, becauff:'tt'gy mwi
for the moft Part, attended wxé ) an -
mous Expence, and this may‘ e i)xj‘eéad;
fon why we' have formerly feen la Eﬁder-
ditional Salaries annexed to very conltide
able Pofts. | -

As an Inftance of the Expence. that bég;
tofore attended a Place about Ceu.rft, tf;(jus
was ineenious Gentleman, facetion
vas a late 1ingeniou "
;n his Writings and Converfation, who had

deferved fo well of the Court, that it was

~thou'ghf\ proper to bci’to_w a ,?Ofi ’13) Fhe
Hoz;//aold apon him, which ma%ht. ri)x;%
him in about a hundred POBEQS a ea‘r“,. | )
the Narrownefsof his own private ]?ipr;"éfg,

' - {imall Profpe& there was ¢y riing,
and the fmall Prolp e Labiw

. : e eafures he probavly
without going into MF : “ai




. 3 ences we were at {ince that Time 5 {015 it
:;czri{e fzc:f:; IV[;Eiggnﬁanth Attgnf] ance, g fnanifeﬁ, that we can never hope QZII‘ Debts
ed fron? pall fach as bI::Y ave zn expect- | canany otherwife be paid off, than by tread-
the Crown -it‘ ol he any Office under ing back the expenfive Path, we had con-
R WD, 1t might have been remedied ftantly walked in for twenty Years patt,

" by Prczcept and Example. It was obfer- T e . » |

r t / ‘é&:)b;ft,; x]ajorremzrirga}géath?t RA?tendance at Ir we now become Occonomifts, we thall
content thenq when th ;Ic; in Reigns of Dif- foon be able to create fuch a fiuking Fund
Iy ) ch the Lrince was generally as will quickly pay off our Debts,, con-
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did not approve of, would not permit him
to accept of an Employment, which muft
neceflarily ftand him in double the Sum in
Birth-day Suits, clean Gloves, Powder
and Pomatum, o o

" Bur as this InCaneniency was fuppofed

belpved by the People, for as the far great.

er Part of the Subjetts deferted the Court,
1t was thought neceflary that the Offers
thould attend, in order to prevent the Prince
from perceiving how far he was negledted b)}

i

on

ed upon to have occafioned the Aungmenta-

tiom of owr Debts, and the Continuance of

our Taxes, fince the Peace of UrrEecHr.
And as it is certain the national Incum-~

brance might, by this Time, have been dift

charged, it we could have avoided the Ex-

fidering the prefent Redudtion of Interefh
But if we would attain the End propofed,
it will be abfolutely neceffary that fuch
Jinking Fund be held more [acred, than the

Trave and CoMMiRCE.  39%.. |

- refent has been. It is true, we, who are

the Majority of t pre . ’ >

Jorty he People. out of the Cabinet, cannot fee all the Ne-

— - » , ceffities of State, and therefore often form

GOI:I[li “n‘: \g‘l) not Intice,rfere, for the Time to ' wrong Judgments of the Adions of our

Powers on :h(e‘hlélzztisn ciD Lﬂcngons ofthe | Superiors; but, as far as appeared to us,

ey wnent, but by Way of | the late Encroachments on the Sinking Fund

i Mediation only, 1 thould hope we fhall | - o Y

have little OCcaf;on fora Lt pe we 1hall . might have been avoided. For my own

my at Home. for o7 ora zllg‘}\f[’z‘md”ig Ar- | Part, 1did not think that any Thing lefs i
" ments, for beevin M’fg‘mj ¢ Naval Armi- + than an actual Ipvafwn could have obliged i
for laree SM% dgﬁfezgﬂ roops i our Pay, | 4 certain great Man to break in upon his gl
for -ms;gn othe ’?f”.{”’” e Princes, nor | own favourite Fund, the eftablifhing of
necéffar yth I .;‘tlc cs, which, however | which had . created him fo many Friends i
0 y they may haye bccn,._muﬁ.bclook_; ~ amongft the People.. And though I have i
i S - never i
i e f' M_~.~,\&‘§sk&g
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never joined thofe, who had harboured Su-
{picions of his Defigzus on the Freedsm of
his fellow Subje&s » yet I cannot help think-

ing, that it were to be withed, he had pro-

je€ted fome other Method for raifing the
neceffary Fund for the current Service: For
the szcoﬂtemed will be apt to fay, he ne-
ver would have agreed to Jeffzn a Fund, cal-
culated for the future Eafe of the People,
and the Recovery of their Trade, except it
was with'a View of continuing their oppref-
frve Burthens. But tho’ this mv:dzous Con-
ftru@ion may be put upon this Incident, I

do not doubt but a very little Time will"

clear up the Matter to his own Credxt and
the general Satzsfa&xon

As it cannot be denied but  that our fu-
ture Frugality will foon enable us to pay off

- our Debts, 1 prefume it wout de denied al-

'io, that we can have no Hopes of recover-
jncr our Commerce whillt they fubfift. So
that one would think, the Conrt, the Mini-

flry, and the w/ya[e Nation will readily

concar in Meafures replete with future as
well as prefent Happinefs. It is manifelt,
that the prefent vifible Decay of our Trade
xcquzres ‘the moft parcimonions Frugality
in the Management of the publick Reve-
"Wﬂs who then can be {o loft to all Senfe

the FF. ¢lfare of his native Country, as
*0 oppofe a Redu&xon of her Expence?

Not
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Not the Country Gentlemen who have, on
a thoufand Occafions, manifefted their Ax-
dour for the Eafe and Encouragement of
Trade; and no Man will imagine that the
Court il give any Obﬁru(z’uon,' except it
can be abfurdly thought, that a Prince
would chufe rather to rule over a Nation
of Beggars ({uch as we are like {foon to be
on the prefent Footing) than over a rich and
opulent People: Butas nothing {o ridiculous
can be imagined, we will take it for grant-
ed, that the Court will fincerely concur in
any Meafures that can be calculated for the
Good of the Subjec ; fo that the Apprehen-
fion of Oppofition tefts on the Side: of the
Miniftry only, who, fome have thought,

without any real Foundation I hope, have )

had Views, widely differing from thofe
of their fellow Subje&s, :

| "IT is true; if 6ne were fo form a Judg-
inént of all Minifiers from the Adtions of
fome few of thefe over-grown Subjedts, one
reads of in Hiftory, a Man might be inclin~
-ed to think, that the very Moment they are
invefted vmh Power, they become quite a
different’ Species from the' reft of ‘theit
fellow Subjects. - For, fome of them have
been no fooner raifed to this high Office,

~than they feemed to have taken leave of

Henour, Humanity, CGompaffion, publick

Goad and- every other (ocial Virtu¢ ; as

the




i

L

i

A
0§

40 “ ,Smfafmble | C’Z/érwii’a‘m

the Doges of Venice do of their Kindred
and Acquaintarice, on their Promotion to

that eminent captive Dignity. . What it 'is

that - produces this fudden Metamorphofis
cannot be eafily accounted for; though Ex-
periénce may ferve to convince us; that
the Fa& was really fuch: o ,

. How often have we heard of ,afcemkingliyi
boneft; well-meaning Gointry Gentleman;
from being

become a bold Invader ‘of "both, arrogant,
implacable, - and revengeful; the Moment
he is  exalted to the Summit of Power:
Thefe Men have frequently obffructed the
Relief of Trade, and the Eafe of their
fellow Subjeéts, fo foon as they were fet a-
bove their Level. We Have heard that

 thefe ProTEUS’s became the moft lavifh of

the publick Treafure, and were the warm-

eft Oppofers of wativnal Enquiries, during

the Exiftence of their Power, tho’ they had
made the firongeft Pretenfions to publick
Parcimony and Examination, whilft they
remained private and independant. Surely

there muft be fome Contagion in Power,

which can thus pervert the Mind of Man.

Ik the miniflerial Office was even to
continue -for Life, it thould be no Reafon
for an arbitrary wicked Ule of it; bus

when

a. firenuous Aflerter. of the
Rights and Liberties of his fellow Subjetts;

|
4
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when it is notorioufly otherwife, itmuft be
Infatuation in thofe, -who employ their
Power to the Deflruétion of their native
Country. Some will argue, that becaufe

their Power is precarious, they are under

a Neééfﬁty. P-f oppreffing and 'c‘a‘:rrzlpting,*i‘x_ii

order to continue their Influence ; but,

this is 4 Subje@t foreign to our prefent Pur-
pofe, .we will take it for granted, that no
Minifter, now living, will obftruét the Re-

duction of our Expences, who would wil-

ingly perpetuate. the Fortune he may have

acquired to his Pofterity ; he cannot but fec

that gemeral Poverty muft attend any further

Decay of our Trade, and that, in fuch
Cafe, his own Family muft neceflarily fuf-
fer along with the other Subjects ; fo that,
fuppofing - him  deftitute of all Regard for
his native .Country, the Ties of Naturc
muft bind him to the Intereft of. Pofterity.
But as the Humanity of thofe; at the Head

“of our Affairs, at this T ime, is confpiciious,

we cdnnot, in the leaft; doubt of their
hearty Concurrence towards our Relief.

~ AS the Difcharge of our Debts muft ne-
ceflarily be a Work of many Years, and
that our Manufa&turers require an immedi-
ate Eafe from the Oppreflions that prevent

their working as ¢heap as they fhould do,

in order to recover our Trade, I fhould be

of Opinion to géolifb, without any Delay;
| G all
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all fuch of our prefent Taxes, as nearly affet
them. 'The Duties on Salt, Soap, and Can-
dles, are fuch apparent Clogs on the un-
happy Artizan, that, without manifeff
Prejudice, they cannot be any longer con:
tinued.
o very inconfiderable, if compared with
the Difadvarntages that arife from them,

~And were there no other Reafons for the

Abolithment of them, than that thofe Hands
now made ufe of in the Colle&ion, thould
be more ufefully imployed, for the Good
of the Community, it ought to determine
every Man who withes well to the Na-
tion. | S :

 Peorre are certainly the real Wealth of
a Kingdom, when they are ufefully imploy-
ed; and thofe, who are not fo, -mhay be
properly looked upon as the” Drosses of the
State: So that, in all well-governed Com-
munities, there thould be as little Incou-
ragementas poflible given to Idleéeﬁ{ own
I am notmore an Enemy tothe Multiplici-
ty of our c¢ivil Officers from the exorbitant
Expence they creaté to the Publick, and
the unfafe additional Power theyfméy giVe"‘
a Miniftry, than from the Da'm‘a'ge« which'
the Nation fuffers by their not being ufe-
fully employed. ~What Numbers of induf-
trious Tradefmen have we not feen quit

| theiy’
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The neat Produce of thefe Duties -

the Gift of the Treafury?
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their ufeful Occupations for fmall Pofls in

~ As all our Meafures ﬁ‘xould;tehd towards

the immediate Encouragement of our //g0/-
len Manufattyres, which muft be looked

upon as the Bafs of our Wealth, the in-

tire Duties on Ozls, dying Stuffs, and, in
general, on all Ingredicnts and Materials
made ufe of in this ingftimable Branch. of
our Trade, thould be abolifhed. And as
there are many of our prefent Duties and
Excifes, which nearly affe& the poor Ma-
nufacurer, fuch as the Duties on Cuals,
the Excifes on Malt, Beer, Leather, and
many other Neceflaries of Life, which can-
not be
Circumftances, I fhould think that a pro-
portionable Bounty might be allowed on
the Exportation of all Woollen Goods, ade-
quate to the Duties and Excifes fuppofed
to have been paid by the feveral Manufac-
turers in their Confumption. The Calcula~
tion will not be as. difficult as fome may
imagine ; and when once made, will remain
a Standard during the Continuance of the
Bounty. | |

I aMm fenfible that fuch aBazmzfy, toge-f g

ther withg the Daties to be abolifhed, will
occafion fuch a Deficiency in the Revenue

as may retard the Difcharge of our Debrs,=
‘ - which

G a

quite taken away in our prefent

PR
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which fo greatly contributed to the prefent

Decay of our Trade, andtherefore I would' |

have it partly fupphcd by an adequate T ax
on our Lumry P

I WILL OWD, that Jumptuary Laws, of

any Kind, are Stungs tobe tenderly touch:

ed upon, partxcularly in a free Nation, whenz |

they always fhould be introduced with the
utmoft Caution, But when the moft ur-
gent Neceﬂitlcs, fuch as ours at this Time,
feem to require extrdordinary Remedics,
we ought not to hefi tate one Moment m
our Refolves.

It cannot be denied that we are, of late
Years, grown into great’ Excefs of Diet,
| Apparel Equipage, and Building, which,
if not timely reftrained, will: probably be
attended with fatal Confequences ; fo that

\ Iuppoﬁng the Decay of our Trade and oo/«
Jen Manufaétures did not require the imme-
diate Encouragement I contend for, Ithould
think that the prefent State of the national
| Luxury merits the moft ferious Confidera-

tion. The Difeafe is really grown epide-

mical, infomuch, that the meft inferior
Clafs of the People have imbibed a Tin&ure
-+ of the Infe@tion. Thofe who are fuppofed to
fubfift by a Zrade, of no great Advantage
to the Community, fet the Example, whic’
ther by Ghancc or Defign I won’t fay,. from

e whom

‘their Manufactures or Commerce.
the FrMings have been reduced to Pover—~

‘tion of the SpanNiaRDs,

et
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whom the Spirit of Rist and Extravagance
defcends gradually, through the whole

Mafs of the Pcople to the meaneﬂ: Apr=-

ti&ﬂﬂ.

PUFFFN DORF, in his Account of the csvsl
Wars in the NEeTHERLANDS, obferves that
Luxury was more truely the Caufc of them,
than Religion or Lzberty
The FLEMINGS had giite zmpowrz/bed therm-

[elves by endeavouring to equal the Spani-

ARDS, i Gallmtry and Expence; (o that

their ‘Poverty, as it drove them to Defpair,

may be [aid to have ripened them for Re-
bellion. We may juftly conclude, that the
Poverty of the FLeminegs, which our Au-
thor {peaks of, proceeded from Luxury a-
lone; inas much as we find no Traces of the
Seantarps having, at that Time, reftrain-
ed or burthened that People elber as to
If then,

ty and Defpair, from their /uxurions Imita-

at a Time their
Commerce was at its greateﬁ Hejght, what
dreadful Confecuences may not be appre-

hended from FExcefs, in the Subjeéts of
EncLanNp, when her Trade is reduced to

| *he loweft Ebb.

As my Intentxon in this Undutakmg,
was to point out, -in general only, the Me-

thod

/
(
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For, fays he |
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thod of retrieving our Commerce, with-
out offering any particular Scheme of my
own, Ifhall only curforily take notice of
2 few Articles of our Luxury, leavmg

‘the more minute Confideration of it to

thofe who have a greater Right to examine
into and redrefs the national Grievances in
this and every other Part;cqla:.

Tre fatal 0ppoﬁtxon, which T obferved
to have been given in 1713 to the Freunch
Commerce-bill, having fhut us intirely out
Trade with Fraxce, that could
turn the Balance to our Advantage, it
might have been’ expe&ed that our Guar-
dians would prevent our being Lofers,
lcaft, by that Kingdom, fince they had put
it out of our Power to be Gainers by her;
but fo far from it, that upon the Footing

. of our prefent Trade with' that Nation, we

are Lofers, at leaft, to the .Amount of
half a Million, annually, in the fuperfluous
Articles of Wine, Brandy, Camér:cés, and

many other more minute, but expenfive

Commodities, which are purchafed by Bills
of Exchange and Bullion only. Now, as
it is manifeft, that all our Imports from
France are Superfluities only, and confe-
quently productive of Luxury, fhould be of.
Opinion to double the prefent Daty on [ Trench
Wines, and Brandies, even from DUNKIRK,

"T'his Re{hamt upon Brandy will be of fin-
gular

e e - ot e e T T p—— —
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gular Advantage to our Sugar-trade, ds has
been already obferved ; and that upon Wins
will probably leffen the Importatlon, or, at
leaf, throw the Burthen intirely on thofe a-
mong{’t us,; Whoare leaft able to bear i it,

Tt defetves hkemfé to be conf dered;
whither an gdditional Duty ought not 'td
be laid on all othér Wimes; in as much ag

-Wine of all Growths may be looked upon

as fuperfluous, tho” not fo much fo, as that
of F RANGCE:

I SHOULD hape that thefe azddztzomzl Dn-
ties, thofe which may be laid on Equipage,
dp])zzre[ and 1 many other Articles of our
Luxsiry, which can {tarcely efcape the Ob-
fervation of the moft moderate Underftand-
ing, and one more Article, will produce a
Sum far exceeding that now raifed on Sz,
Soap, and Candles ; and that which may be

neceflary for anfwering the Bounty on Wool-

len Goods, which I have propofed as one
neceflary Means for retrieving the prefent
Decay of our ’_l rade.

T scarcery think it neceITaxy to make'an
Obfervamon here, which is obvious to e
very Man ‘of ‘common Pcnetratxon VI
That the Legiflature ought always to dif-
tinguifh between the Pgor and Affuent;
the Laborions and the Idle in the levying of

Taxes.

W
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Jaxes. This wholfome Maxim is now fo

A SRR R S WU T L e, T T

univerfally underftood, that I fhould not at famlMaxi.m ; but ali:o,_' that. he will fincere- |
all wonder, if our prefent Reprefentatives ,1?’ concur in all reaf onable Expedients for i
b would abolifh all fuch Taxes in general ag ' - the Payment of our Debrs as -the certain,
| affe@ thePoor, and make up the Deficien- | o1 Y be faid, the only Means for render- )
I cy by an additional one on Land, after they ing h.ls»n‘at‘lv‘etCount“ry ~rich and powerful.
had taxed every material Article of our Laux-= I believe him too good a Friend to the Re-
e am tihed, that the con. | | Lol to imagine fando i nocd o6 any |
i tended-for Tax on our Exceffes, and a m o Support f:orme'd": on the Miferses and Calami-
derate one on our Funds, (of which I fhall ies of the Subject. He cannot but know that
hint prefently) will anfwer allour good Pur- the Affections of the People are the beft
pofes, without any frefh Incumbrance on Pledges the Prince can have for their Duty,
Tand, I.fhall not, at this Time, defcant gnd t’ha; ,tl.]‘efe are ,never,.;acquired by -any
on the A dvantages that would naturally ac- feeming Difregard fqr their [nt:::reﬂ'. -Upon H
the induftrious Artizan; and taking up the Concurrence: of the Court and.the Minifiry
Buithen themfelvesi | The certain Affinity. ‘in a Point F.hat muft fo much endear them
there is between the, landed and commercial to the Publick, that I fhall proceed to thew |}
Intereft of this Natlon renders the. Matter the Re;fOHablenefs Of Tﬂx_iﬂg our Publick
plain to a Demonftration. o Funds. S
ArtHouGH it has been a received Opini- ~Ir is now fully underftood, I prefume,
on, fince the R cvolution, that moft me« that_,th‘e‘pr?fent ruinous. Condition " of our
fters looked upon a large national Debt, Trade is '.chleﬂy owing tothe unweildy Bur-
25 a certain Pledge of the Subjedts TFidelity, thens laid ‘upon . our Manufacturers, and i
and for that Reafon conftantly obftructed that, for this Reafon, they have not been
| the Difcharge of the Publick Incumbran- able to fupply forcign Markets as cheap as |
ces 5 yet as L have the higheft Opinion i~ the Frenca, the Durch, and the Fre- A
b maginable of the goo dSenfe and ‘Humanity MINGS, OF indeed as chcap. as we gurfelves
of ‘the.great Man at the Head of our Af- were wont to do before the Revolution ; and
fairs, at prefent, T fhall not only believe as this Truthis {o felf-.ewdent, it will natu- |
of Dim that he was never Jyafled by chis rally follow that, until our .Mam}fa&urers
B fatal fhall be eafed of thofe Clogs which have i
i | o & hitherte
) S e , .n,...m_.m‘.f.__wug__m*_-:&f{s-‘s
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hitherto hung upon them, we N

hope they will be able to refeuc tf]aenW?:Z'e?
Irade out of the Hands of our Rivals ?[?%
then this Staple of the Nation be vifibly de~
cayed, it will be admitted that we 1hou1}cr1 imﬂ
fnedmtely fet about -eafing it of fuch Incum:
brances as have opprefled, and always muf}
opprefs it whilft they continue, Moft of the
Taxes that affe® our Manufa@urers being

mortgaged, it will be neceflary to create other

Funds to anfwer the Purpofe of ici-
pation, before they carli) bé.aBOIti}ffegxn%ct:;
there feen.m to be no Poflibility of our .bein“
able to raife fuch a Fumd, but by taxing Lamgz*
snordinaiely , or .Lﬂxﬂry’ and " cur Funds
moderately. . As it is not probafble " that
a Tax on our Luxury alone will ;nfwéf
the Purpofes contended for, it will follow,
that cither Land or the Funds ﬁmf’c:necefz

arily furnifhout the Deficiency, ** There is

already a Tax of twio Shillings in"the Pound
. , Nk ' n-the Pound
Gn»Lﬂ%d, and it is probablf thatthe 0‘%’1’;(‘11

gencies of the State, for the current Serypive.
L g Y

will require an additional one of ¢ A
Jings more 5 {o that, morally fpea,kjﬁ;oy gfgf;
will be no room for applying fany"' ‘i;'a?rt ‘of
the Land-tax towards the Eafe of 6ur
Manufacturers. - But fuppofing there thould,

how unjuft would it be to continue an ex- -

ceflive Burthen on the Landed Gentlemen:
who have, for almoft fifty Years paft en,
_ 2 atmoft fifty Years paft, bore

a very unequal Share of the national Ex-
o ) pence ?

072 TRADE and COMMERCE. 51X
ence ? And will it not be "mofrc equitable
to Tax the Funds that have never, fince the
Creation, of them, contributed towards the
publick Expence ? « |

. Eyen moftof the prefent Proprietors of
the Funds have raifed large Eftates from the.
Neceflities of the Publick ; ‘and fuch as are
late Adventurers, and therefore are not fup-
pofed to have benefited in proportion tothe
old Standers, may be eafily traced out and
diftinguifhed in the Taxation. Surely, an
Fxemption of forsy odd Years will be

thought fufficient by the very Proprictors
themiclves, who have been fo long fecdréd
in their Properties by the unequal Burthen -

borne by their more ufeful fellow Subjetls.

Iris true the Proprietors of the Funds

have pofitive A&s of Parliament to fecure

them from any Zaxation ; but I believe .it

will be allowed they have enjoyed the Be-
nefit of thofe Laws much longer than was
confiftent with the national Intereft. We
have feen Laws, the moft facred, repealed
when the Publick-weal feemed to require
they fhould; fo that Neceflity which has
been, and always muft be, a fufficient Plea for
the Repeal of Laws, will fully juftify fuch
4 neceflary Step, in the prefent Urgency of
our Affairs. Our Neceffity, at this Time,
Bears no Proportion with that onany former

H 2 Occafion,

“‘*‘”“"’*“""”‘E’r :
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fame in reality ; and whenever thar Cres
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Occafion, asit is attended with nothing lefs

than the intire Ruin’ or Prefervation of our
Trade, the real Source of our Wealth and
Power. A B

"~ .SomE have thought that Publick Credis

muft fuffer by a Tax upon the Funds ; bur,

for my Part; ITam clearly of another O-
pinion, as it appears to me evident, that

the Proprietors may more reafonably hope

for the gradual Difcharge of their refpeétive

Debts, when Commerce and Manufactures
flourith, thanwhen they do not. That thefe
Fountains of our Wealth will not, cannot

A e, whillt they remain under the Prei-

i ;- ures that have occafioned their prefent De-
cay, 18 certain, as it al{o is that

they can-
not be otherwife relieved, than by raificg a
Fund that will anfwer the Amount of rhofe

Taxes which now affe@ them. Sucha Fund

. is impoilible to-be raifed without obliging;
the Credstors of the Publick to contribute

towards it ; therefore, as the Certainty or
Incertainty of the Difcharge of ‘the national
Debt, depends intirely on Advantages or
Difadvantages accrueing from Commeree, it

“becomes their own Interet to contribute

towards its Relief. However fome may be
apt to diftinguith between our commercial
Credit, and that which they call our publick
Credit, it is certain they are one and the

o1z ' Trave and . CoMMERCE. 53
dit, founded onf the Advantages of Trade,

comes to decline, the other, as it is fup-

ported by it, muft neceflarily fall; which

thews that .nothing can affe the national
Credit fo _effentiaﬂy as the Decay of our
Trade, |

WaaTevER our Pretenfions may be to
Wealth, and the Means of difcharging the
Fifty Miliions we owe, I am afraid we fhall

. fbon fee ourfelves reduced to an Incapacity
- of difcharging even the Intereft of this ex-

orbitant Sum, if our Trade and Manufac-
tures, thofe genuine Channels of our Aflu-
ence, are not cleared of the Impediments
that choak them up at this Time: And
what in fuch Cafe can be our Hopes as
to the Difcharge of the Capital? May it
rot be juftly apprehended, that our Necef
fities will foon oblige us to get rid of a Lsad
we fhall be unable to bear, though it fhould
be by Means not altogether fo agreable
to the Proproietors Notions of publick

Faith? For Neceflity, abfolute Neceflity,
muft always juftify Meafures calculated for
- thegeneral Safety. So that, upon the whole -
. I think, as the Credit, and the future Wel-

fare and Safety of the Nation folely depend
on her Trade and Manufadures, Self-intereft

dhould engage the Creditors of the Publick
to ‘concur towards their Eafe and Encou-

ragement. o
THE




5‘4,; Sgﬂ/bﬂdblé’ Objlé’i”vdfwﬂf

Tus well founded Complaint of our
Manufacturers, in relation to the clandef-

tine Exportation of #so/ from Encranp

and IreLanp, fhould be immediately taken
into Confiderarion; and; as I have often

been forry to have feen this eflential Point
poftponed in Parliament,; I fhould be glad

to fec a conftant Committee appointed, by

the Houfe of Comsmons, for examining the
State of our Wosllen Manufaltures. 1 {thould

think the Woollen Manufa&ures of Great -

BriTaIn require thehigheft Attention, and

~ thereforemerit a Committec as much aseven
her Religion. But I fhould be forry to f::;;

that negletted, for the Time to come, as
much as this has been for the Vime pafls

It was thought proper a very few Years

. S f{‘
ago, asa Means to prevent the running of

Wool from IreLanp to pafs a Bill in the

late Houfe of Commons, for takih.gbdff al!
Duties on Bayze and Worfled-yarnimported

from that Kingdom; and though that ne-

ceflary Bill was dropt i:n.the other Hogié;
for Reafons I don’t think proper to mention
here, T don’t doubt but it will be {oon

thought proper to revive and pafs it, as one
neceffary

Yarn, But it is now cvident, even to the
Oppofers of that Bill, that the Encourage-
S | ment

Means of inducing the Irifh to
fell to us, and to us alone, all their Wool and

on TraDE and Commirce. gy

ment defigned by it to IreLAND, would 'bé )

of fingular Advantage to our own Manufac-
tures, I fhall only obferve, that as it 18 our

Intereft to deprive our French Rivals of the

Materials by which they have been enabled
to fupplant us in our Wosllen Trade, fo will

it certainly be’ our Advantage to prevent
the Irifb, by giving them fome Encourage-
ments, rather than by Compulfion, from
dealing with them, ;

Bur if we would go to the Root of the

Lwvil, Tam of Opinion we thould give far

‘greater Encouragements to IrRELAND, than
the taking off the Duties on her Yarn. For

as the Irifb can manufaCture far cheaper
than we, or even than the Fgencu, it
may be reafonably, prefumed, as they will be
able to under-fell thofe Rivals at foreign

- Markets, the prefent Current of their

Woollen Trade will be diverted, which

will render the Recovery of ours the lefs

difficult, © And for this Purpofe it deferves
to be confidered, whither we fhould not,
for a limited Time, permit the Exportati-
on of certain Woollen Manufaltures from
IreLanp.” Or fuppofing we thould only

permit them into this Kingdom, that we

might have the Advantage of ‘tranfporting
them Abroad: Or fuppofing again, we only

admitted their Woollen Manufacures im-

perfe@tly manufattured, that we ourfelves

- might

A T T T
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“mijght have the Benefit of the Melioration,

P am for trying every Method, every Ex-
pedient for the Recovery of our Trade, before
it be paft all Recovery. And to coaviace
us that the Irifb are more capable of deftroy-
ing the Manufadtures of our fupplanting
Rivals than we ourfelves are, let us * ex-
amine how the Fremch behaved with re-
lation to the late 7/licst Trade, for Wool-
Ien Manufactures carried on from Corx to
Lisson. They immediately gave far great-
er Encouragement than they had before, to
the Importation of Worfted-yarn from Ixe-

£anD; and it is to France, more than to

the Vigilance of our own ;Sﬁubje&s at Lis-
BON, that we owe our minute Informations

of that clandeftine Commerce’; for the |

French do not feruple to fay, that “they
have been more affeéted, than we, by the

from IRELAND. .

Jate . Exportation . of Wqé/:/en | Méqufgé)iur ¢

-

eenter in this Kingdom, it fhould, at ali }

Times, be a Reafon. with us for granting
her greater - Liberties of Trade, than we

have done for the Time paft 3 but, in our
prefent Diftrefles, Tihould think our.own
immediate - Intereft calls upon us. to take

her to our - Affiftance, -in order to check

the Progrefs of the Manufadures ‘of thofe

Foreigners who bave, and I .am afraid al-
| g | ways

injure us in our favourite Staple-commerce.

For this Reafon T cannot help ‘thinking,}

that an Unign with [reLaND, on the Foot-

ing of that with ScorLanp, would be of

 fingular Benefit to this Nation. It is cer-
tain that fuch an Union would have eafed

us of great Part of our prefent Debts, by
the Proportion which that Kingdom would
have been able to bear of our Expences;

" it alfo feems to me evident, that fuch an

Union would have prevented Foreigners
from having any Share at prefent in the
TWoollen 'Trade, and many other Branches
of Commerce which are the Concomitants
of it. That People would, by fuch an
Union become fo linked to us in Intereft,
that their Affection an# Fidelity to us muft
have been beyond any Manner of Doubt.
In thort, fuch an Union, asit would be the
Means of cementing the prefent jarring In-
terefts of thefe Kingdoms, and colleting
their Strength, fo it would render the
Britifl Empire equal to, if not {urpafling, the
Power of even France, the moft formid-
able State now in the World.

Tus Power of any Empire certainly con-
fifts, as well in the Union as in the Wealth
and Numbers of its Inhabitants ; and whe-

ther its Wealth be in this or that Part of

the

TON L RADE @it GOWINIERSTE ) 7

ways will, without the Aid of IrRELAND,

s |
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the State it matters not, provided it is to be
colle@ted upon Emergencies. But as the
Bulk of the Riches and Treafure of ever
State will and muft neceffarily center in the
Seat of the Empire, there is no Doubt bur
that the Wealth of IrLanD, be it never
fo great, will always find its Way to thig
great Metropolis. S

- Tue Majority of the prefent wealthy In-
habitants of IreLaND are either immedi-
ately Britons, or the Defcendants of Bgi-
TONs ; fo that in reality they are now be-
come the fame People with ourfelves. Their
Laws, and, for the moft part, their Lan-
guage and Religion are the fame with ours
and without doubt their Intereft would be
;_l;:sofamc, were theig Privileges equal tg

I never could fee any Reafon for the
Difiinétions fome Perfons would make be-
tween that People and this ; and one would

- think the #arrow Seas, which runs be-

tween us, ought not to have occafioned ir.
And yet, abfurd as this Reafon may appear

it will be found, upon due Examination
to be the only Motive for our imprudem?i

- Prepoffeflion.~ For fuppofing IReLAND had
been joined to WaLks, or any other Part

of ;,hi's Iﬂ_and, fhould we in fuch Cafe make
~any

‘PupLivy or Cork.

ARy Diftiriction 'betivecn ghis and that Part
of the King’s Dominions ?

T am not fingular in my Opinion, that af

Union with IreLanp would be of Advan-
tage to this Kingdom ; for many of our
moft diftingaifhed Patriots have frequently
¢cherifhed the fame Notions fince the Re-
volution: - But though our Inclinations
fhould not carry us the Lengths of an U-
nionat prefent, I fhould think however the
spparent Decay of our Weollen Manufac-
tures, and our Trade; might determine us
to give them an immediate Opportunity of
fupplanting our foreigh Rivals, as has beent

- already obferved,

I sHouLD almoft think it unneceflary to
fecomurerid here any Thing fo obvioufly
advantdgeous to our Manufatturers, as o-
pening more Wooll-ports in IRELAND, as
well as in this' Kingdom, it being evident
that the Want of convenient Ports in the
Weft of IgevAxoy where moft of the
Wool grows, lays the Inhabitants therea-
bouts under a Neceflity of Dealing with
Owlers for want of convenient Markets.

efides that, in . reality, the Englifb Ma-
Aufatturer pays for the expenfive Gharge of
Land-carriage from thofe remote Parts to

I a o A‘ND
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Axp as fo opening more Ports in this
Kingdom, it is manifeft that it would be of

~fingular Ufe to fuch of our Manufa&urers
as live far diflant from Bristor, and other

Ports now opened.  The particular Bene-
fit of this or that Port fhould never weigh
with the Reprefentative of a whole Peo-
ple, when the general Good is under Con-
fideration ; though, I am forry to fay it,
we have feen fome Inftances of this fort of
Partiality, which had manifeftly prejudic-
ed Multitudes of the Subjedls. -

As the prefent viﬁblé Decay of cur Su-
gar-trade is paitly owing to the Negleét of
moft of thofe who had been intrufted with

the. Government of our Sugar-iflands, T

thould be of Opinion, that for the future
none but Gentlemen of known Prudence
and Virtue be fent to rule in that Part of
the World. . And, in order to render the

Employments there worth the while of fuch

Men, [ think a very confiderable Augmen-
tation thould be made in the Salaries of the

commanding Officers in thofe Parts, which

might fet them above the Hope or Ex-
petation of Perguifites or Gratusties from
the indigent Governed.

“AcrtsouvcH I have no great Veneration
for France, as fhe is a dangerous Neighi-
bour, and our Rival in Trade, yet there

o are

“on Trapve and CoMMERCE, 61

are many of her Maxims  which I think
worthy of our Imitaticn jandas I particularly

approve her Conduét as to the Management |

of her Sugar-iflands, 1 thall give a thorr
“Betail of it for the Reader’s Satisfaction.

It muft be owned that the FRE&CH, of

~all the Nations in Eurorr, feem to under-

ftand the Art of Governing their Planta-
tions the beft ; for it is obfervable that all
the Inftructions from that Court to thejr
Governours are purely calculated for the
Eafe, Safety and Welfare of the Governey -
And jultly apprehending that the fole Pow-
er civil and military, if lodged in the Hands
of one, might be liable to Abufe, they
wifely divide the Authority between 'twé,
who, as they are in a manner independant,
are conftant Checks upon each other, g
their Sugar-iflands, and indeed in all their
Colonies, the Military Power is lodged with
the Governour; but the Civil is intrufted
with an Officer called an Iutendant, who is
always cholen from among thofe who ase
diftinguifhed for Probity, and fora 'thorough
Knowledge of the Trade, Cuftoms and Ge-
nius of thofe to be governed. This Of
ficer has an Infpetion into all the Affajrs
of the Colony; even the moft minute de
not efcape his Vigilance. He curbs the
over rigorous Severity of the Planter to.
wards his Servants and Slaves, and exals
S Obedi-
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Obedience and lawful Submiffion from thé
latter; he guards againft the EnCroachmentg
of the Ambitious and Opulent, and pru-
dently prevents all Feuds, Animofities, or

Quarrels, arifing either from Intereft or Ree

fentment amongft all Orders of People un-
der his Care ; he fairly and honettly re-
ﬁirefehtg‘,their Wants to' his f;’]ou»rt, and
feldom or never fails of procuring them all
the Advantages they can wifh for; and, in
fhort, this Officer .is the common Father
of the People, and as fuch he is generally
beloved and refpe@ted. If either be, of
the Governour, thould at any Time jwewé
from thofe Rules, by which they are to
walk for the Good of the Colony, they

are moft feverely punifhed, and even witti; |
Death itfelf fometimes ; for the Crime of

Poculation is feldom of never remitted at

the Court of Fgance, though without

doubt the Criminals there arc as capable,
as thofe in any other Natidn, to bribe the
Minifters.

Tr is true, the dérmieré Supplice; or the
Punifhment of Death, is rarely inflicted in

France on thefe Occafions : But it is be-

caufe it is very rarely merited, and not be-

caufe the Demerit is fliffled, or the Com-

and ready to hear the Complaints of the

~ Peopley

plaints of theInjured neglected by the Cqu'lrff*'
The Court of Prance is always willing

People, and probably it is to her being fo,
that the Impartijality and Probity of her Offi-
cers are chiefly owing, "

 Tur Frenca ufe their Negroes more
like Servants than Slaves; they confider
thofe unhappy Creatures as Part of their
own Species, and wifely think that ufing
the poor Wretches with Humanity will ra-
ther promote than prevent their Affection
and Induftry. They pioufly allow them
Chaplains for their Inftru&ion in the holy
Myfteries of the Gofpel ; baptize them, and
take care ever after to keep them ftrictly
to the Duties of Religion. Thus, by Re-
gulations equally pious and prudent, do
the Frencd encourage their Blacks, and
benefit by their Lenity and Humanity,
whilft we on the contrary are ill ferved by
ours, through our Gigii e unchriftian
and unnatural Severities. '

As an Encouragement to her Sugar-co-
lontes, the French Court frequently grants
Leave for the diret Exportation of Sugars
for foreign Countries, without touching at-
the Ports of France. We have found this
Maxim neceflary in the Article of Ricefrom
CaroriNa, and I cannot fee why the fame
Indulgence may not be thewn to our Sugar-
iftands, which feem at this Time to require
all the Favour we can beftow upon them.

' ‘ Having
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HAWNG thus brxeﬁy mvcn a Relation of
the Fremch Policy in the Governinent of
their Colonies in AMERICA, 1 appeal to the
smpartial Reader; whether the prefent dif
treffled Condition of our own ‘Plantations,
in that Part of the World, be not purely
owing to Maxms ,ntucly differing from
thofe that have raifed our Neighbours ta
their prefent flourifhing Height, and whe-
ther we ought not to change our Condu& to
theigs, if we would retnevc our Sugar

imr’e.

- Now that FR ANCEF i8 undﬁr cur Conﬁdew
rat.xon I hall beg T cave to take notice of
one or twp more of her Maxims, or In-

tications for the Hafe and Advancement of

her Trade and Commerce, ‘which 1 have
. o d
: aew}

am ongﬁ‘ us her

Tu‘* prefﬁ";t Pra.&ue of the Law 1in this
Kmn'dom has been, for a long Time,

Tooked upon to be a wery great Grieys

ance to the Subw&s in general, but more
particularly {o t:o thofe imployed in. the
Bufincfs of Trade or Commerce, who
are equally made the Properties of the ig-
norant as well as of the artfu/ Pradticer,

‘as they are little skilled in the Quillets and

and are fcldam
at

Chicanes of the onfeiﬁo

might be mtsoduced_

i
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lexﬁxre to be their own Solhcxtors It may

be added, that the Gentlemen of the Robe,
as they are Stramgers to Trade, are Viry
improper
It has been obferved that the moft Learned

and moft Eminent amongft them have beeg
‘obliged to the Affiftance of the. Accomps

tant-trader when Matters of Account came
before them and the infupportable Dila-

rormefs whlch Suits about Accounts, de-

pendmg in Chancery, are known to be at-
tended with, and the Multlphclty of Er-
rors taken to them, evén after they are

ftated, fully prove that thefe intricately |
_profowzd Gentlemen are not proper Judges

of Matters of Aecounts or Commerce. I
could produce a Multitude of Inftances of
the Incapacity of the: & entlemien of the
Gown in Matters of Trade; but I fhall at
prefent content myfelf with one only, which
has been well known at moft of the Offices

in and about Chancery-lane for forty Years

together. It happened, that a Merchant,
who had refided in SpAin for many lears,

died there Inteftate, with the Chara&er of

Wealth and Probity. His Heirs filed their

Bill againft the furviving Partner foran Acs

eount of the Afléts of the Deceafed; the
Smt weht on, the Books of Account werg

‘Yodged with 2 Mafter who underftood very

httle of the Matter. In fhort, after about
farty Years Litigation to no purpoie, and
K

an

Judges of Affairs of Commerce;
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ﬁg?ﬁpentce of many Thonfand Tazma’s, two
erchant: B | ‘
nts were appointed by the Court

to {ettle the Accounts, which they did in

as few Hours as the Chancery took u p Years

in;i tf the Contenr; of the Parties concerned
~who loudly proclaimed their Lquity as well

as Skill; nay, the very Ceurt and Bar were

not athamed on this Occafion toown their In-

;apacxty in Matters of T'rade and Accounts

tbéfo}ilfyﬁzzfdorén of ‘France has applied
3 Remedy to thi il of anc
y to this Evil of frnorance

s ‘}*f, Profeffion thatcould well be devifed:;

| orf: 1is Parpofe the Confule, or a Court ,com: |

pofed of Merchants and Traders, is efta- |
, , qw -

blifhed in every great trading Cit
Town in the Kingc e det e
ic Kingdom, which ‘determines

1 S b M
~all Controverfies and Differences’ arifing’

. ot G ‘
about Contradts of Trade and Commerce

Tue Court of Confoi e C
lew}}{f Court of Confeience, in-the City of
! NDON, 1s fomewhat of this Complexion «
out the Smallnefs of .the § £ "ich tha:

: um, 0of which that

Judicat " v g
72&*6 has Power to take Cognizance
b

2 \ i .
nders 1y of very little ufe in Commerce +
. )

which probably w: *
P i M s, e o
. Y e , a Gentleman con-
fpicuous for his true Knowledge of Trade,
?

did propofe, in a late Seffion of Parlig-

fgeﬁf, an Enlargement of the Power of
{9 at gqt;;tablc Court; but fo fir were
lome Perions from approving or agreeing

. to

o7 TRADE a#id COMMERCE, V77

that the ncareft Relation of
o certain Great-man made it the Object of
his wonted, aukward, and ill-timed Jefts
and Ridicule in the H-——¢" Every
Hearer by was fenfible that the publick
{pirited Oppofition which the City had given:
to a certain Scheme the Year before, occa-
fioned the flagrant Difregard which was’
hewn to her well-founded Petition, on this
Occafion, and that a like Application from
Lyny, NorwicH, or YARMOUT
inconfiderable thefe Towns are, if compared
with Lonpoy, would have met with a more,

favourable Reception.

o his Motion,

Tuc other French Maxim T would re-

commend is that of eftablithing a Chaméber of \

Commerce, as it 1s called in France, or

‘2 Board of Trade compofed.of Deputies

from all the confiderable Trading Towns

in the Kingdom, who, from Time to Time,
Legiflature and

fhould reprefent to the

Court the CGircumitances and truc Situation
of our Trade and Manufadtures. I don’t
think it can be contefted, that a Board,
compofed of fuch experienced Members,
will be more likely to give our Guardians
more inftruétive Lights than onc filled with
Gentlemen, who have |
ties of acquiring 4ny Knowledge of the

pational Manufactures and Commerce : De-
\ K o putics

H, however"

had no Opportani-
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puties alfo fr_b‘m our Iflands, and other Co-
Ionies in Americs, fhould be admitted to
this neceflary Board. I ‘

As it is certainly our Intereft to ennconrage
[rad Shape, I hope it will be
judged neceflary to redi¢fs the Grievance
€omplairied of in thie Beginning of this Dif-
courfe, concerning the Slownefs, the Dif-
ficnlties and the Expence that attend the
Payment of the Bounties, and the return-
ed Duties, allowed by Law for the Ad.

- vancement of Tillage, Manufactures and

Commerce. What has been already faid on
this Head, and divers others, will it is pre-
fumed be fufficient to juftify our Expecta-
tions in the Redrefs of thofe Particulass,
But I cannct conclude this Patagraph swith-
out exprefling my Wifhes, that the wholé
Duty and Excife, on Goods: re-exported
in Time, fhould be repaid to the Importer.

Nor could Fever fee, why the Bxeife thould |
not be as liable to 4 Draw=bach as any other |

Duty payable to the Crown,  For if the one
be looked upon to be an Encotragement
to Trade, why not the other,’ which gene-
fally exceeds the Duties in Valye? This Ay
ticle of a Drato-buck of the estive Dutids
payable tothe Crown; whether in Sub/ifies
or Excife, in my Opinion, merits the At
tention of Parlizient in the prelent cala-

mitous State of our T'rade,

THE_

oz Trave and CommiRcr.  6g

Toe A& of Nzw{g&zt’ian, though truely
valuable on many Accounts, is found by Ex-

perience, to be an Impediment to Trade in

many Inftances, and therefore I wifliit wéte
taken into Confideration.. But at prefent
I thall only obferve, that as GisraLtair
and Mivorca are in our Hands, and can-

‘not be fuppofed to have any native Growth

of their owh; there thould be an Exception
in theit Favour, particularly as to the Pro-
duts of Arkic. An Indulgence of this
kind will be of real Advantage to our Mer-
chants at hotne, and it will be 2 Means, as
thofe Places will thereby become our Store-
houfes in that Part’ of the World, of ous
being able to lay fome finall Duty ofi Gosds
imported there; which may in Time help
to defray Patt of the vaft Expence we are
at in the Maintenance of them. For fuch

‘4 finall Duty will be a lefs Charge to the

Trader, than the Freights and other Fx-
pences that muft neceffarily atténd the Corii-
merce of Arric, without this Exemp-

tion in Favour of GisrALTAR, 2.

Tar prodigious Dicreafe of Buildings of
late Years, is juftly looked upon 4s an Evil
which wants Redrefs ; and  though thefe
extraorditiary additional Buildings may bé

teckoned by fome to bean ]?naiica'tion of the
Increafe of our Wealth, it is moft manic

g

i
|
(
i
i

o
i
|
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feftly otherwife. 'This appears as well from
the late Fall of Houfe-rent, as from the
infinite Numbers of Houfes that are wwnin-
baéé%ed in the additional Buildings, not-
withftanding that the Heart of the Town

is almoft become a Defert, from the filly
Ttch People have had of getting into new

Manfions and opener Air.

- Tur Capital is infinitely two great for

a Kingdom of fo little Extent as this ; and
though there might be fome Hopes that the

‘Members would be able to fupport the Un-
wieldinefs of fuch a Head, if Trade and

Commerce had flourifhed, yet as thefe Sour-
ces of our Wealth fow much flower, there
can be no Doubt but the other Parts of the
Kingdom muft {uffer Extremity from the
monitrous Increafe of the Metropolis : The
general Complaint of the Scarcity of Hands
in all the Southern Parts of the Ifland, the

Capital excepted, confirms the Truth of this

Affertion beyond Difpute.

For my Part, I look upon the late Ju-

¢reafe of our Buildings to be rather an In-
dication of our Luxury, than of our Wealth;
and for this Reafon, if there be no o-
¢her, I with a Stop may be put to the
Fil before the People ruin themfelves be-
yond all Poffibility of Recovery. I have

known many who_have been lately undone
| | - by

on Trape and COMMERCE.  ~1

by Building, and if T may give Credit ,té

thofe who are well acquainted with the
Building-trade, there are few of the mid-
dling Undertakers, who have not been ruin-
ed, or are in the Way of being fo. The
Thing {peaks itfelf ; for there is fcarce-
ly a Year fince 1720, but has produced a
Fall in the Value of Houfes: And if the
Building-frenzy is not cured, by fome whol-
fome Law, we have Grounds to fear, that,
in afew Years, an Eftate in Houfes will be
rather an Incumbrance than any Benefit to
the Owner. -

It is fometimes abfolutely neceflary, that

the national Guardians do take Cognizance

of the Exceffes of the People, who are often
found to be the Authors of their own Mif-

fortunes; in Contradition to Experience,

and even to common Underftanding. The

Year 1720 produced many Inftances of this

kind; and it will be allowed that the Cha-

vitable fw*parﬂtim was a late <&

&Sy Jrifanee .

Arvaoven I am no Friend, for many
obvious Reafons, to Companies or Mo-
nopolies of any kind in a free Nation, like
this, yet fince we have Companies, T am
for giving thgm all the poffible Encou-
ragement, not inconfiftent with the pub-

Yick Good, whillt they fubfift.  Our East-

INDIA
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'Manufa

IND' A Campazzy fcems to have been in a
very declining State for fome Years paft ;
and though it is more than probable that

this Misfartune is owing to the over partial

Lenity and Indulgence thewn from Time to

Time, to thofe Who had plundered other
encarporated Blees, I thould think it ftill
expedient to give all the Aﬁiﬂance in our
Power towards the Rel;ef of this languifh-

mgCompany
THF é%qﬂ Complamts of our Waollen

arers fome Years ago, occafioned at
that Time a Prohibition of the Wear of
Chints.and Callicoes y but I fee no Reafon
why we Thould not encourage the Wear of
Mtzﬂms, as it interferes with nope of our
own quufa&ures at Home. Muflin is

~grown inta Difufc from the Cheapnefs of

Lawns and C’amérzr/es, which are fuffered

to be imported upon too cafy a Duty. And

if the prodigious Sums which are annually
fent Abroad in Bills and Specxe for the
Parchafe of thefe fuperfluous Articles, and
the manifeft Pre_]udxce our EAST-INDIA
Company tecgives from the Ufe of them;
were not fufficient to induce us to prohibit
the Wear of them amongﬁ us, I fhould
think that as Camébricks and Lawns are, for
the moft Part, of the Manufacture of the
Dominions of France, we ought to difcou-

h " rage the Ufc of them, as one Means of giving

that

. ers of thexr fellow Sub_;e&s, or any Thing
: . clic

We ought not

amhxtxous Nation to’ grow into Wealth by

any Braneh of Trade thh us we have Pow-'

er to prevent. ‘

T aave already mentxoned the Lawas a
- Bar to Commerce, and therefore ‘tcok no--
tice of the szﬂtle, or Merchants Court in

FRrancE, as a Matter worthy our Imitation;

but here I fhall confider the Law more ge-f

nerally as it aﬂ'e&s the whole Mafs of the

People, and leave the Amendment of it to .
the Confideration of thofe, who only have
the Power of relieving the unhappy Sub-
je& from the Oppreﬁion of thofe; who are
the more dangerous, as they deﬁroy us un-

der the Guife of Juﬁxce and Fnend!hlp

‘Tae Duke D& SurLy obferves, that to~
wards the Clofe of the fifteenth Century,
the Law was a moft grievous Burthen on
the Subjeﬂ's of France; and Monfieur
CorperT complains, about the middle of the
laft, that the Law, or rather the Practice of
the Law, wasmore fenfibly felt by the

French Subje&s ‘than all the Taxes put to- -

gether. Although I am pretty well fatif-
fied' that our Profeflors in EncLanD are as
great TLovers of Wealth, and as little Lov-

e T ey

that formidable Rrwzi fome Obi’cruéhon in

| her extended Commerce
in good Policy, to fuﬁer that mduﬁrxous,

{

s
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elfe but their own Intereft, as thofe of the
Robe in France could have been for their
Lives ; and though the very great Numbers
of our prefent Nobility, fprung from the
Gown, thew our particular Regard for the
Profeffion 5 yet, I fay, I cannot like Mon-

Jienr Corpur affirm, that theLawis asgreat

a Burthen to the Subjets of EncrLanD as
the prefent 7gxes. If indeed, our Taxes
bore any Proportion with thofe of France
at that Time, or even at this, or of any
other Kingdom'in Eurorg, I thould readi-

* ly agree that the Burthen of the Law was

heavier ; but as I much queftion whether any
Nation in the World is, or ever has been,
burthened with Taxes like ours, {o I can-
not help thinking it would have been im-
poflible for us to have borne another Weight,
like thofe of France in Moufienr Cor-
perT’s Days, furpafling that of our Taxes,

Lours the XIVth faw the Calamities of
his Subjedts as to the Law, with a Concern
becoming a Father of the People ; and there-
fore determined to apply a Remedy, but
before he could eftablith any Thing like
Order or Juftice in his Dominions, he found
it neceflary to abolifh at once all the

chicaning Arts made ufe of in the Prac-

tice of the Law. For this Purpofe, he au-
thorized a fufficient Number of the moft
Learned and moft Upright of his Subjeds,

Tt

e e i SR

to whom he gave extraordinaiy Stipends,
that they might be above Corruption, to

compile a4 new Code or Body of Inftitnti-

ons, whichi fhould be the Law for the fu-
ture throughout the Kingdom, fome few
provincial Cuftoms excepted. This Coda,

in which no Notice was taken of Maritime

Affairs, or Matters of Commuierce, would
have been imperfect withouta fecond, which
he ordered to be compiled, o plain and in-
teligible, that every Merchant of common
Underftanding in France is capable, ffom
the Code Marine, to fotm a right Judgment:
of the Demands that may be made upon
him, or thofe he hasa Right to make, with-
out confulting cittier Council, Attorney, or
Sollicitor. B

‘Tue late King 6f Sakpivia; ohe of the
wifeft Princes of his Time, found himfclf
obliged fince the Peace of Utrecar, in
Commiferation of his Subjeds, to follow the
Example of France, as to the Regulations
of the Law, and a new Cude or Bedy of
Inftitutionsy and I think fomething of this
falatary Kind has been done, not a great
many Years ago, ii Denmark and Bran-
DENBURG., | = T

Now, without examining minutely into
the Corruption and Praflice of the Law,
here in this Kingdom, which feems at this

o La - Time

o7 TRADE and COMMERCE. %5
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Time to be feverely felt, and well undei-
ftood by the People in gencral I will ap-
peal to the Unbyafled, if fome Regulatlons,
like thofe of FranNce and SAVOY, are not
neceffary towards relieving Trade, and for
the general Hafe of the Subjet. It is true,
fome few Steps have beeri lately tiken by
the Legiflature, towardsa Cure of the Evil,
fuch as reducing Pleadings to the Larngge
of the C./Wtry, &ec. But all this is but
nibbling at the Diftemper ; it inuft be prob-
ed to the Bottom befaie a thoroush Cure
can be made.

~ Our A&s of Parliament are, for the moft
Part, worded in fo general and loofe a
Stxle, that the Minors of the Robe work
their Way through them whenever it ferves
for their own Purpofe; we have knowna
thoufand Inftances of their great Iﬁwenmty
in Matters of this Nature; but, for the
prefent. T fhall only fix upon one that hap-
pens to be a real Grievance.,

It was enaé’fed fome few Years ago, i‘ﬁ
Compaffion of thc mduﬁrwzzs Poor, that no
Perfon fhould be held fo Bailin any A&ion

“brought for any Sum under ten Pounds; |

and this is obferved as to Writs iflued out
of the Courts of h'/eﬂmzmﬂer Hall but
‘the Mar/hal’s Court continues to arreﬁ and
hold to Bail in A&ions for Sums exceeding

forty szllzw

o Trave and Coumerce, 4
Now I would be glad to
know how thc Condition of the Subje&s, in

and about this great Metiopolis, is mended

by thdt Law, which had indeed taken them
out of 4ad Hands, but left them perhaps to
be grafped to Death by worfe 2 I there
be an Exception in the A& in Favoutr of
that and other inferior Courts, it might
be more owing to the Degree of Favour,
in which the fuperior Officers of thofc
Courts ftood § with certain great Per-

ﬁ)m, than from any real Reafon there could

be init : For why there thould be any fuch
Exemption does not in the leaft appear
clear to me: Nay, I am pretty fure fome
have found it prejudicial.

THoug this Inflance carries its Share of
Inconfiftency with it, it is trifling if com-
pared with other M:Pcakes which daily
happen (to the great’ Prqudxce of the 7.

duftrions Subjelt) among the Gem:lemen of
the law. . o |

Berors ‘it can be pof'ib]e to make any
conﬁderable Amendment in the Law. or
the Pradtice of it, it will be abfolutely’ne-
ceflary to dcﬁroy all Grants of Offices in

the Profeflion heretofore  obtained by Fa-

vourites . of the Crown; and.though T do
not think it would be Injuﬁxce to ftrip thofe
of the Employments, that they have

_amworthdy executed ; yet as I would
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. not countenance even the Colour of an In-

juftice, I am for purchafing, at the real
Value; the Property of all fuch Grantees;
I do not quettion but that a Sum far fhort
of one bundred thaufand Pounds would fuf-
fice for this Purpofe ; and though it fhould
.exceed a Million, the Publick would be

. Gainers by the Barga'i'n;.

- Somz will fay, the Profeffors of the Law
are grown fo very formidable, as to be able
to prevent a Reformation ifi the Profeffion.
I hope this don’t hold true in Fa&, though
¥ muft confefs, they are become a very con-
fiderable Corps, and very foriidable in one
Senfe, that is to fay, in Wealth; and pro-
bably it is owing to this Reafon aloné,
that the general repeated Complaints of the

People, againft the Pralticersand Practice

of the Law, have met with folittle Coun-
tenance of late Yégrs.u |

It was iﬁde‘cd formerly complained of,

- that no publick Grievance howeveér notori-

ous, no Petitioner to Parliament could hope

for Redrefs, or even to have the Merits of

his Petition confidered or debated, except
certain Perfons were firft confulted and their
Confents obtained. o

~ How fuch extrajudicial Jurifdi¢tion (if
M Was true) came to be introduced con-
B | trary
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, T won’t take upon me to fay;
but certainly fuch an aflumed Authority,

might have been produétive of much Evil,

in as much as the Liberties and Properties

of the Subjeét would have became thereby’

purely dependant on’ the Caprice of any
fuch Perfons., ~~ =~ = B

I'saary  conclude my. Obfervations. as
to Methods, for the Encouragement of our

Commerce, with one or two Points;’ which

feem to merit the Attention of Parliament

ina particular Manner; as'they immediate-

ly affett the poorer Part of the Subjedts,
which thould always be the chief Qbjéé of
their Confideration, - Thefe are theunequal
Zax upon Windows, and the Mifapplication

of the Poor’s Rates.

Ong would think that thofe who had
cftablithed the Window-tax had forgot that
wife Maxim to be obferved by all Law-mak-
ers in levying Money upon the Publick,
v2%z. That the Laborions and Indigent are
to be eafed at the Expence of the 7dle and
wWealthy Part of the Subjefts. This will
appear evident to any one¢ who confiders
ever fo little the Inequality of the Tax un-
der our prefent Confideration. For by this
Law the largeft Edifice in the Kingdom is
taxed at little more, than the Habitation
L of

trary to the Nature and Iﬁﬁitution of Par-
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of the meancft Artificer. How that Par-

lidment came t5 have fo little Regard for

the Hafe and Encouragement of Induftry,
1 -Gannot fay ; but it is to be hoped this
Grievance, together with many others will
be . redreffed by our prefent Reprefentatives,
whe,, T don’t'in; the leaft doubt, have the
Fevival of “our Trade apd Manufaltures
much at Heart. T

 As to the Poor’s Rate, it is become fo ex-
cefliyc a Burthen, under its prefent Regu-
lation, that I am furprized how it came
hitherto to be neglefted by Parliament.
Some Countrics have paid for many Years
feven Shillings in_the Pound, and moft E-
ftates in the Kingdom pay from gze to five
Shillings. New, if it be confidered how
immenie-a Sum has been anpnally raifed for
the Maintenance of our Poor, and how few
have been relieved, it will readily appear that
the Colletors and Managers of this Tax muft
have been guilty of no 4mall Mifapplications,
Would it not be #8# worth the while of our

Guardians to infpéct. minutely ‘into the Ap-

plication of a Sum of publick Moncy, little
fhort of that amfmgfrom Land, when fax~
cdat four Shillings inthe Pound?™

* Bux asit ié not the Bufincfs of ‘any pri-
yate Perfon to'take upon him to dictate to
the Legiflature, T fhall only fay upon. this

on TRADE dnzd Cowmiigrer. 8%

Hcad,? fha‘t ‘the Grievance will probably
foon become intolerable, except the legifla-

tive Power interferes.

~ Having thus pointed out; in the general,
the Methods by which our Commercial
Grievances may be rediefled, we will now
examine, whether it be poffible; by any o-
ther Expedicnts, to relieve us from the M~

| Jeries vre: labour unders

I am not fo in love with my own Pro-

duttions, but that I fhould be extremely

glad to fee any Scheme; ever fo different
f rom my own, which might anfwer the glo-
rious Purpofes which induced me to appear

. in Print 5 but I own I cannot at prefent per-

ceive; how the Redrefs of our Calamities is

otherwife poffible, than by retrenching our

exorbitant Expences, by taking off fuch op-

prellive Clogs as obftruét our Commerce;
and ‘by encouraging, in every Shape, by

Bounties. and Fixemptions, the Merchant and
Manufattyrer, . in their feveral Capacities.
I ownalfo, that I cannot fee how the Ezmds;
abfolutely neceffary for anfwering thefe

. Ends; can be otherwife raifed (without fall-

g into the fame Errors we would aveid)
than by taxing our Luxury and the publick
E{Z’ld{s?;‘ ~,a£:“=havé£ihcwn,' that,. befides the
Injuftice . 6f -obliging Laud to contribute
towards fuch a ‘Fund, it will be morally im-
M potfible
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poflible from the known annual Application
- of this Tax for defraying the Expence of the
curremt Service. .

| Noiv th.en,'a Tax upon Land being out of
the Queftion, I fhould be glad to learn how

of our prefent Taxes as affe&t our Trade and
Manufaétures, and for the Payment of the
Bounties neceflary for the Encouragement
of thefe Pillars of our Strength, but by
taxing our Luxury (which without this Ne-
ceflity requires Redrefs) and. our publick
Funds, which have not hitherto contributed,
in the leaft, towards the national Expence.

fuch a neceflary Fund may be raifed, I free-
ly own they are unknownto me ; and there-
fore, ’till I am better informed, 1 muft per-

to retrieve our fiking Commerce without
future Parcimony, and without laying a

lick Funds. \

%

it may be poflible to make\ up the Deficien- }
ciesthat muft attend the Abolifhment of fuch }

Tf there are any other Methods by which |

fift in thinking that it will be impoflible |

temporary Tax upon Luxury and our pub-

Tre Decay of our Commerce being too ||
“vifible to be controverted, we will for a
* while, extend our Refleétions to Futurity,
and fee if we may reafonably hope for the |
Time to come, to be able to make any Fi=
gure in the Political World, to be ever in ||
o - a |

a Condition to’ difcharge our Deéts, or to

‘retrieve our Commerce, €Xcept we imme-

diately enter upon Meafures, fuch as have

been partly pointed out here, for the Re-

covery of our Trade, upon which the others
fo much depend. ~ | :

It is certain, that our Wealth and Power
flow from our Trade and Commerce, as it
is,that our Influence in Eurore muft always
rife or fall in Proportionto the Gainor Lofs
accruing from them.  Experience, I am for-
1y to fay it, very late Expeti¢nce confirms
this Truth beyond Contradition : For withe
out doubt France muft have been well
apprized of the Decay of our Trade, our
TLoad of Deéts, and our other Misfortunes,
before fhe entered into the late War, “=She
durft not have difturbed the publick Tran-
quillity, by impetuoufly falling upon the
chiefeft of our Allies, if fhe had ‘not been
{enfible of our Inability to att as vigoroully
as we had done in former Reigns. And I
with the prefent pacifick Difpofition of the
Durca does not proceed from the famg
Caufe.

" Tr then we arealready foreduced as to be

“unable to affitt, without the moft manifeft

Danger towards the Prefervation of that

“Ballance of Power, for which we had fpilt

fuch Oceans of Bloed, and fpent fo many

M2 - Millsous
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8 Smﬁmbla Objervations

Millions of Treafure fince the Revolution .
what Efforts can we hereafter hope to be able

- to make, in the Caufe of Liberty, when
every Year, every Month, nay every Day,

muft be produéhve of a;reater Decay in our

Commerce, and confequently of a greater
Degree of Dxfablhty | |

As to the Difcharge of our Deét.r, whxch
certainly might have been accomplithed be-
fore this Time, if we had not been infatu=
.ated, how can we hope to be able to get rid
of them, willll the fame, or preity nearthe
fame, national Expences are continued which
had created them ;
Commerce was not to become lefs beneficial
than it is at prefent? But as its farther De-
cay is incvitable, under the prefent Op-
preflions, it {eems impoflible we thould e~
ver be in a Condition to pay off our Tncume
brances with any Juftice to the Creditors
except our Trade is fuddenly relieved.

Tuen as to our Trade, which has been
here all along obferved to have decayed from
the Weight of our Taxes, and Unfleadinefs
of our Condudt, is it to be imagined that
it cap be retrieved by the Continuance of

the fame Preéffure, -and Perfeverance in the

fame expenfive flultuating Meafures, which
had chiefly brought its pxefcnt Confumption
upon it it ? No, as it is ‘manifeft that its Dif-

cafe

nay, even though our

1

on TRADL aﬂa’ COMMERCE, |

eafe is owing to wrong Prefcrnptxons we
muft make an intire Chanz;e in our Pra&xre.,
if we would

Health and Vi 1gour.

To copclude I think it demonftrable, as
well from the prefent Situation of our fo-
reign and domeflick Affairs, as from what
has been obferved in the Courfe of this
Treatife, that unlefs we immediately re-

trench our Expences, and go into the other
Expedients propofed here” for the Encou-

ragement of Commerce, we.never can have
evena Chance of bemcr able to recover our

Trade, to pay off our Debts to make any
~Figure in. Evuroee, or to defend our trad-

mg IntPreﬁ from the Infults of Forelgners,

\
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reftore it to its primitive
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