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PLAN of the ORDER of BATTLE of the ARMY Commanded by EARL CORNWALLIS, May 2 "1791.
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THE supplles of prov1s1ons and stores" Wthh had been collected for the

arimy at'Amboor, with @ reinforcement of four- battahons of Sepoys from'

the southern countr;es, ‘and " the’ Bengal regxment of cavalry, under ‘the
command of - Colonel Oldham, having; Jomed the camp at Vencatlghery
-onthe 21st of Apr1l the grand army moved on -the". 22d towards Banga..
lore; on its route to the capital, ——Sermgapatam. The march'to Bangalore
was productlve of nothing worthy of notice;’ if we except the' conduct of
-our’” Nizamite allies,” who, in ‘some’ shght skirmishes with the - enemy s
horse, gave us but fittle ' réason to hope-for. much’material: Penefit from

their assistance. .- Tippoo’s army’ ‘kept at a short distance from us;* his' de-

tached parties, hovered round . us:to watch our:motions ; “and while we lay

“at Bangalore, makmg ‘the necessary arrangements for approachmg his ca-
-~ pital, he remained in' 'the neighbourhood:of Severndroog, from whence he o

moved to Seringapatam : by the-shortest road, as ‘soon as- he was ‘certain

that our army was moving to the same po1nt RS I S LR

At Bangalore .we" found that-our means of conveyance for provlsmns
and stores were extremely madequate o’ the quanuty ‘of: both “which it
was thought necessary to convey" the: bullock contract has always been
-considered as a business of great m1smanagement and-in thiis instance was
“very deﬁcxent. _ The supposed state of European politics made it neces-
sary to lose no time in bringing our’ Indian disputes to a conclusmn, and
0 use every possible means to obvxate ‘those’ dlfﬁcultles whlch seemed to
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:THE supphes of: prOVISlonS and stores.which had been collected for h.e ?
ariny at'Amboor, with a reinforcement of four battalions of- Sepoys fromk:
the southern countries,:and - the Bengal regnnent “of" cavalry, under the
vcommand of Colonel Oldham, having: Jomed the camp at- Vencatighery -
‘on'the 21st of April; the grand army moved-on the. 22d towards ‘Banga-
lore; on its route to. the capital, ——Sermgapatam. The march to' Bangalore
vias productlve of nothing worthy of notice;; if we except the ‘conduct of
-our’ Nizamite allies,’ who, in some slight- skirmishes with' thé "enemy s
horse, gave us: but little ! réason “to hope-for, much material: benefit from_'

their assistance. Tlppoo s army kept af a short dlstance from us;* his’ ‘de-
tached parties. hovered round. us'to watch our:motions ; ‘and while we lay

-at Bangalore, makmg ‘the necessary ‘arrangenients for appxoachmg his ca~
pital, he remained in’ the neighbourhood ¢ of Severndroog, from whence he
moved - to Sermgapatam by theshortest’ toad, as ‘soon as:hé:was certam,.: ‘

that our army was-inoving to the same point. .7 - 570 ZhEL T D T

: At Bangalore .we found thiat- our means of conveyance: for provmlonsj;
.and stores were extremely 1nadequate to’ the /quantity - of both ‘which it
was thought necessary to convey ‘the bullock contract has always been‘
-considered ds a business. of great m1smanagemen’t andin thiis instance was
‘very deﬁc1ent The supposed stite of European politics made it neces-v
sary to lose no time in bringing our’ Indian- dlsputes to a conclusmn, and
to use every: possible means to obv1ate those’ dlﬁicultles whlch seemed to
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obstruct our progress to the capital of Mysore. The individuals of the

~army were requested to contribute to this grand object, by a temporary

reduction of camp equipage, and thereby to supply the public service with
their private cattle. The enormous proportion of baggage and followers
of an Indian army, by these means, became a public benefit, and nearly
the whole of the shot necessary for the siege, was carried by this voluntary,
and highly honourable, assistance of the officers and soldiers. The Ni-
Zam’s troops also carried, for a small reward, gooo eighteen pound shot,
equal to about eight hundred bullock loads. It likewise afforded cattle
for the conveyance of a considerable supply of provisions; and in order
to transport as much as possible of this very necessary article of equipment,
the munition de bouche, with as much grain, was given gratis, from the stores
in Bangalore, to ‘each Sepoy, as he chose to carry. The corps on an
average taking twenty days provisions.

After leaving a garrison consisting of 2000 native troops, and 200 Euro-
peans, exclusive of the sick, we were enabled, by these aids, to move from
Bangalore on the 3d of May, with 15 battering guns, provision in store
for 20 days for the fighting men, and an army consisting of one regiment
of European, and five of native cavalry, seven regiments of European in-
Jantry, ten battalions of Coast, and seven of Bengal Sepoys, 52 field pieces,
and nearly three complete battalions of artillery ; the largest regular force
that ever was assembled in India. To this, 16,000 irregular horse may
be added, whom we expected to cover our foragers from insult, and assist
in collecting provisions, although we did not reckon on much material ad-
vantage from their efforts in a general action.

- It may not be improper here to recur to the general situation of our af-
fairs, as a clue to a fair and unbiassed investigation of the propricty of
moving forward to an attack of such importance, before we were perfectly
prepared.  Every account from Europe had led us to conclude that a war

ot ot g

N
with Spain was inevitable; and it was supposed thnat Frénge WOL.lld, of
course, be involved in the contest. In such an event, natural pohcy,:as
well as former connéction, would have pointed out to thg F rench.th'e m?g-
sure of assisting Tippoo, as the readiest mode of distressing us in India;
and if their distracted condition permitted their takir’}g‘ an active part, by
attacking our settlements here, while internal wars §mploye§ our army,
they were by no means secure fromyinsul’t. It became, fhérefore, an
object of the highest importance to conclude the war w1§bout. d'elayf
either by the total subversion of the hostile power, or by”nego‘c.llatm‘g a
peace on advantageous terms. Our movement toward.s‘the‘ caplltal k.was
the first step to either of these objects. _Tip’pf)'o’s embarrassgd -sl.tuathllf
with all the powers of India leagued against him, the recent lo§s of Ban-
galore, still fresh in the minds of the people, a'nd- the dread of wha(;
might happen, if his capital was once attacked, mlght well be sgpp;osg
t0 influence the Sultan to think of peace, and .even t? purcl?asclt by
large concessions, rather than r’isk the uftér rmn‘of his empire l?y a[}
obstinate perseverance in a system of hostility. ’]Z“hls was Fhe Iflf)l‘?l,lkﬁ“):",
as in reply to a message sent by Tippoo, while hls. army Wgs én the Ca1..
natic, he was told his proposals would only be recewe;d gt the gates gf Se-
ringapatam.—If, on the contrary, he remained d’et‘e‘rmm‘ed‘ fQ.l‘ war,‘(we h_?_é
every thing to hope from the magnitude of our fot§e, » esp;mally as Serin-
gapatam was said to be far inferior in strength to Bangalgf'e. ' |
- From what we had lately seen, no expectation was entertal.ned of Tippoo’s
army meeting ours in the field; and if he confined it within the walls, oxt
even the island of Seringapatam, their numbers would rather :cake fro.m,
- than add to, his means of resistance. We had in store ‘a certain quantity
of provisions, and had received accounts that General Abercromby had
ascended the Gauts from the Malabar coast, and had taken post at the
Poodicherrum Pass, at the same time that our army mounted by the Pass
- Bz
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of Muglee (20th of February), having with him a battering train, the 73d,
75th, and 77th regiments, one battalion of European, and five of native
infantry, belonging to the Bombay establishment. From thence the army
proceeded to Periapatam, about 30 miles § W of Seringapatam, where
 they arrived on the 16th of May.
Tippoo had invariably followed the policy of his father Hyder, in de-
stroying the country for several miles on each side of the road by which

~ he expected our approach ; and the inhabitants of this tract had been

driven to the hills, and their villages burnt, to prevent our meeting with
assistance from them. Hence it was thought more adviseable to move by
the route-of Cankanelly,* than by the shorter road of Chinapatam and Ram-
gery,T which had been prepared in this manner for our reception. . Qur
intelligence, a word which in this country is generally synonymous to mis~
information, also led us to expect a more open country in this direction,
and c’onsequf:ntly a better chance of meeting with grass or grain in a state
of vegitation, which Tippoo’s troops would not have time to destroy. . In
this we were greatly deceived ; the road was bad, through a thick Jungle
fo’r;. many miles; and, to add to our difficulties, heavy rains came on when
we reached Sultanpetta. |
These unexpected impediments prevented our arrival near Seringapa-
tam, till the 13th of ‘May ; and here we found, that from some misma-
nagement in the provision department, and the mortality among our
cattle, occasioned by bad weather and want of forage, much of the stock
of rice on which we depended was not forthcoming. The Nizam’s trobps
were so much in dread of Tippoo’s cavalry, that they never ventured be-
yond our picquets, and instead of procuring forage and provi,sio‘né,- served
only to consume the gleanings of the country, which, had we not been

* 95 Miles. + About 8o miles.
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encumbered with their assistaﬁce, would have maintained our cattle and
followers. The wants of the latter description of people brought on us an-
other misfortune. The Sepbys, for whose families no provision had been
made, trusting to those supplies they had formerly been accustomed to find
By their own industry, had shared with them what had been given for their
own subsistence, and instead of having, as was sugposed, provisions for ten
days remaining in their possession, many were in absolute want. Punishing
the men for thus misapplying their stock, would not remedy the evil; provi-
sions were therefore served out to them from the.publiic store,athalf allowance.
In this state our army arrived within sight of Seringapatam ; no overtures
of a pacific tendency had been made by the Sultan; and we saw, to our
great surprise, his numerous army drawn out, entrenched, and strongly
posted on the north side of the Cavery, to oppose our farther progress.
The accounts given by the deserters from his army agreed, in stating it to
be his determination to try the event of a battle ; if defeated, to retire
within the walls of his capital, and defend it to the last. His mother and
all his family W,ére undoubtedly still in the place, and he had:summoned
all his forces from every quarter of his empire, to make one great. effort
to decide his fate. . The night of the 15th brought us intelligence (via
Bombay) of the ‘arrangement of our: European disputes; and on the
morning of the 14th news arrived of the fall of Darwar, which had long
been besieged by the army of our Mahratta allies, assisted by a detach~
ment from Bombay.. v T o

Camp, Caniambaddy, May 25, 1791..
To: give a detail of our progress here would neither- interest nor“‘
amuse; a dull narrative of fatiguing marches; without one event-to ren-
der them interesting; or vary the scene; which exhibited nothing but a
country, in:some parts fine, as much as possible destroyed' by fire to-im-
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p:dc 01'11' progress through it. On the 13th instant we arrived in sicht
Q.ISer1ngapat§r.n, and encamped at Arakeery, a ruined fort, about g'
gu e; ]f‘rpm the island ; our left, which extended to the river ’was co SI'X
erably nearer. A tract of low swam; : our
| py ground extended along o
f.ront,» bounded on the north by several hills, to which the right (%f ozr
ine was placed. Beyond the swamp, and immediately in our fro tr
nt,

Tippoo’s line was drawn up, strongly posted in an opening between the

hill i
il ts a‘nd our right, and another range which covered his rear. Several
the and our . . Severa
” sdapgfzared to be thrown up to defend the approach, and, as we
erwards discovered, a water ) lerabl,
-course formed by art consid
the common level of th i ; A
e country, which ran along
. . Ve g the edge of the los
roun i o
g_ ° :;etfw‘veen our armies, had been converted into an intrenchment t
lefend his front. The 14th was ) i ' 7’ .
. employed in endea :
gefen , a vours to make a bad
- éross the Cavery practicable for guns, to-enable us to form a Juncti
- with Gener S art i i
i O kal Abercromby’s army; but the depth of the river at this
P c(1 rakeery), and the uneven bottom of its very rocky bed, rendered
P " : re
unadviseable to attempt the passage. = On the evening of thi‘s, da i
vate 1 \ o
ate orders were issued to the officers commanding corps, to haVZ’ﬂ}: i
troops un ’ ight, ‘ : @
| "thp t bder arms at 11 o’clock at night, to be then in readiness to-march
without bag i ‘
ithout baggage or followers of any kind. The intention of this ord
was to mox i ‘the hi “enemy
s 'move by night round the hills on our right, and attack the enemy
in their camp ‘Our
i helr amp at day-break. 'Our own tents, heavy guns, and store};
3
' eunef as they were; and three Sepoy corps from the line, the' ir
antry of the reserve ’ o
_ , part of the cavalry, all the pi
, £ ‘ e picquets of th
and ord ’ o i pr
e m;iIr‘irl guards of camp, were left under Colonel Duff for their prg :
ection. € night was unf; i .
unfavourable in the extre rai
! . me; heavy rain falli
By night ' | ; y rain fallin
doul;c_ gltermlssmnvtlll near day-light. This circumstance rendered thg
roads bad; darkness prevente ' ’ .
, ed the troops from seei
' eing the tract of tho
roads | : : of those
preceded them, and some misconception of orders added to the con--

* picquets of our right.
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fusion and delay. The cattle at the
forage, were exhausted by fatigue be

although every exertion was made by

them on, day broke upon us just-as th
Lord Cornwallis, however, determined to persevere

re no longer concealed by the

guns, weak from former want of
fore they were out of camp, and
the troops who assisted in dragging
e rear of our line had passed the

in his plan of attack, though his actions we
darkness of the night. The army proceeded on its march, by the shortest

route ; and at sun-rise, on moving round the end of the hills, the enemy’s
line was seen from a rising ground exactly in the same position they had
occupied the day before. Very low ground, intersected by a, deep nulla,
or ravine, ran alohg their front ; but a height beyond the nulla secemed to
present a favourable opportunity of attacking their left flank with advan-
tage. The 1st European brigade, which led our column of march, moved
on to possess it. At the same time a body of the enemy’s infantry, with-

guns, moved from their left, as we then imagined, to- escape to Seringa~
ed in motion. This body of troops,,

patam, and their whole force appear
commanded by Kummer ul Deen, turning suddenly to the right, pushed
dvancing, and, from the |

for the height towards which our troops. were a
gained its summit first;: but our leading corps-

prevented them from occupying another strong. ridge, which, although
lower than the first, was of material consequence. The body of the
enemy, which possessed the height, immediately formed across the head of
our column, threw a shower of rockets, and opened several guns, which
enfiladed the column as it advanced within 500 yards. The rocks, which
formed the lower ridge which our troops had possessed, sheltered them in
_some degree from the fire ; and under cover. of them, one regiment. formed
afront to the height, while the other corps of the brigade formed a line to
the left at right angles with the leading corps, and fronting. the enemy’s
body, which was now drawn up on that side, in two lines, fronting

superiority of their cattle,

main
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towards us, occupying the high ground round the foot of the hills; and so
disposed, -as to skirt the edge of the low ground between them and our
army ; their artillery was posted on commanding spots in different barts of
their line. ~ The difficulty of passing the nulla occasioned some intervals
in the column of march. The corps of the right wing, as fast as they
came up, formed a line to their left, extending from the ground we first
moved to occupy, as far as the nulla..

- At this period a small body of the enemy’s cavalry made a resolute

charge on our unformed line; they were steadily received by the Bengal
Sepoys, against whom their attack was pointed, and repulsed by a very
heavy and well directed fire of rﬂilsquétry -and grape. - Part of the left
‘wing, as it came up, formed-on the right of the regiment which fronted the
‘height under cover of the rocks, and the remaining corps were disposed
in a second and_third line, covering the rear of this, and that -already
formed to the left.  The cavalry remained drawn up in the rear, without
passing the nulla, and in readiness to oppose any of the enemy’s cavalry,
‘who might attempt to. .molest our rear battalions in crossing it. Thus
situated, for the alterations of disposition which took place from time to
time were very- trifling, the army remained for a considerable time, while
the Commander in Chief was fixing on his plan of attack, unavoidably ex-
poséd to a very heavy, and well directed cann,onadg, from a numerous
artillery, and which, from the advantageous position of the enemy, enfi-
1ad‘ed‘both our lines. At length, the division on the. right, commanded
by Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell, consisting of the 52d regiment, and three
‘battalions of Coast Sepoys, sustained by the 71st regiment, was ordered to
drive the enemy’s force from the height, which we had originally moved
to seize. This corps advanced rapidly under a heavy fire of cannon, mus-
quetry and rockets. The enemy’s infantry stood firm till ours was very
near them; but, at last, they broke, and run down the hill, Which‘was a
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very steep bank. Their gunshad been drawn off as our troops advanced,
but three of them were still at the foot of it; these ‘were . immediately
taken by the Europeans, whose eagerness at that moment could not be re-
strained, although a very considerable body of cavalry, which threatened
the left of this division of our troops, rendered the»irvsituat;ibn extremely
hazardous, as the plain below was favourable to the active «operations of
the horse. The men- at the guns defended them desperately, and: some
individuals of the cavalry rushed through our troops, and were killed at
the muzzles of the guns, in a desperate attempt to save them: - The suc~
cess of Licutenant-Colonel Maxwell’s attack was the si>gnal-for the\ left
division, under. General' Medows, to advance on the main force of- the
enemy, a movement which could not with prudence be attempted till then,
as the body of their troops which we had first dislodged, would have
flanked General Medows’ corps in its advance. As this corps proceeded
to the eastward of the hills, Colonel Maxwell, leaving two battalions of
Sepoys to maintain the height, kept up. the ~connectioﬁ of the lines, by
moving with the remainder of his division to the left; driving the ene-
my from a rock, to which part of their force had retreated, and being
joined by the first. battalion of Sepoys, and the 72d regiment *, pur-

sued the enemy along‘the hills (on their western side) till that regi-
ment, at one o’clock, took: possession of a redoubt built. on ‘thfe‘ffSum;-;
mit of the highest hill, immediately above the N. E. end of the. island,

and commanding the pagoda hill, on which was a considerable work com-

pletely finished. This work, which contained five guns, and many Eu-

ropeans, might also have been taken with ease, but the Commanderin Chief
did not choose to risk the lives.of men in attacking a place, which it was

at any time in his power to seize; till he saw a necessity of possessing it.

While the division on the right was thus employed, General Medows  at-

* These corps had been detached from the left division to oppose a body of cavalry which
menaced their flank.
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tacked the main body of the enemy, and obliged them to fall back. Their
szantry stood uncommonly well, and even advanced alittle on our ]me to
cover the retreat of their guns. Our small corps of cavalry, under

Colonel Floyd, charged the flank of their first line, and broke it; but

coming on the front of their second line, posted on very strong ground,
they were received by a heavy fire of musquetry, which obliged them to
retreat ; some guns were taken in the charge, but necessarily abandoned
in retiring. Some partial charges were made by part of our cavalry on
that of the enemy, but none of consequence; and several officers, who
were more forward in the charge than perhaps was prudent, were wounded*.
The horses were disabled from want of food, and constant service, few of
them being able to canter ; and, considering their situation, and the bad-
ness of the preceding night, it was matter of surprise to every one who saw
them perform what they did. The infantry pressing forward, continued
to drive the enemy before them, who rallied several times on advantageous
ground, and defended their positions with much more obstinacy than was
expected from them. On this account, the Commander in Chief re-
strained the ardour of the troops, who were eager to push forward to take
guns, not choosing where success was certain, by pursuing a regular plan
to put any thing to the hazard by an opposite conduct. One gun only.was
taken on the left. The enemy retired in great confusion, followed. by our
line, towards the island ; the batteries from which opened: their guns, to
cover and assist their retreat. So complete was our victory, that even
the Nizam’s troops, whose irregularity can only be equalled by their
'cdwardice, pushed forward at last, and though cautious of advancing far
enough to charge the enemy, -while formed to oppose them, they made
great havock amongst those already wounded by our troops, and picking
up the standards, arms, &c. which were scattered in great profusion over the

. * Cornet Patterson, 1g9th Light Dragoons, was cut to pieces.
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field; boasted much of the feats they had performed, and displayed these
trophies as proofs of their valour and success. o

Our line remained formed till the dusk of the evening, When we en_.‘
camped on the ground the enemy had occupied the preceding night, to
which our camp equipage. was brought at a late hour from our former
ground, The picquets from camp, under Captain Campbell of the 74th,
advanced during the action to some rocks near the bank of the river,
where they kept the enemy in check, o

Our loss amounted to about 110 Europeans, and 350 natlves, kllled
and wounded.. Four officers were killed, and 19 wounded, two of whom
are since df_:ad, The loss of the enemy is not exactly known, Bu_t it. tﬁu'st
have' exceeded ours considerably. . The day after the action, Lord Corn-
wallis sent to offer the Sultan permission to carry off’ his wounded men;
and bury the dead, which he accepted with thanks. On examining Tip-
poo’s position, we found it to have been extremely strong towards our
former encampments ; several 'batteries had been prepared, and the ap-
proach was so difficult, that the success of an attack from that quarter
would have been very doubtful indeed. : o

From the hills we had a fine view of Sermgapatam. The 1sland is sur-
rounded by an intrenchment, andv batteries, seemingly well constructed,
are raised to defend the passage of the river. .The fort is large and irre-
gular. Several outworks, in the European stile are on the »land-s.i_de.,'
but those parts washed by the river appear to be in the old Indiah
manner of fortification, It is surrounded by a double wall, and con-
tains many handsome buildings. The rest of the island is tak¢n up
with some neat gardens, and an extensive pettah (or suburb), in the opeh
parts of which, and on the glacis of the fort, Tippoo ,en‘camped;partgof his
army, the rest were on the southside of the river. The island was so full
of men and cattle, that shot thrown into it at random, could not fail to do

Ce
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serious mischief.  Our battering train joined us on the 16th, and on the
18th the army moved to the northwest of the island, and encamped at the
foot of a remarkable rock called Yirdimally, on:the Milgotah road. The
consequences of our want of forage were now severely felt. Our bullocks,

in a march of six miles, were quite exhausted, and the guns and stores re-

quired all the exertions of the troops to bring them forward. After a

day’s halt we again moved to this place, where there is a ford across the
Cavery, about eight miles above the town. This march (the 20th) was
extremely fatlgumg The heavy guns. were almost entirely dragged by
theé troops, and four battalions were employed on the same duty with

the store department. - The rains had set in decidedly, and provisions

for the followers, and even for the fighting men, were become scarce.
The advices from General Abercromb‘y‘:info‘rmed‘-ﬁs, that ' owing to' the
rains it 'was impossible to bring up-supplies of provisions from the Ma-~
Jabar Coast till after the monsoon, and the’ quantity he had with him was
barely sufficient for the use of his own army.  The: 21st was employed in
repairing the ford for the passage: of ‘guns; and on the morning of that

day a large detachment, said to be commanded by Syed Saib, passed in-

our view along the south side of the river, on their march towards Peria-
patam, where the Bombay army was encamped. - The season being so far

advanced, and our supplies of provisions so deficient,’ the measure ‘of be-
ginning a siege of such importance as that of Seringapatam would have
been absurd, and that of crossing the river to join General Abercromby
equal]y so, as when effected it could answer no one 'useful purpose. Thus
obhged by necess:ty to abandon the enterpnze, and from want of cattle
unable to carry off the ‘immense train of artillery and stores we had
bfo‘ught- with us, without subje’c‘ting‘thé‘army to exertions and fatigue, to

which the intrinsic value of the guns and stores" bore no ‘proportion, the

‘Commander‘in Chief therefore determined ‘to ‘destroy . them, which' was
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effected on the 22d by bursting the guns, rendering the powder useless,
and burying the shot. ~ Orders were at the same time sent to .General
Abercromby to move down the pass: with all expedition, and we' re-
mained here to prevent the .enemy.fromimoving,in‘great force to harass
his march. , ,
On the 24th, two brigades crossed the river, to carry on the femt, still
farther, with a view toinduce Tippoo to recal the detachment already sent
agalnst him. The river rising fast from the unremitting rains that fell for
some days, the detachment recrossed, as their situation appeared extremely
hazardous. ~Lord Cornwallis in a very handsome manner explained to
the troops his reasons for destroying the “train, and gave them hopes of
renewing our prospects after the monsoon. e o :
. We now know the situation and strength of the place; and the nature of \
the ‘country which surrounds it, of which we were before entirely i igno-
rant; we know the utmost of the difficulties we have to encounter;
and when we again move forward, “we: shall: be perfectly provided
against ‘them. - Till ‘then the: Sultan has a short reprieve, and we can«
not believe his troops ‘will ever again meet ours in the field with that
apparent steadiness they shewed ‘on’ the 15th- instant. ~ They. had then
every inducement to exertion: rewards had' been distributed among
shem with a liberal hand ; promises were made: of still greater recompence -
in the event of victory ; and their master had used.every effort: to per=
suade them that nothing but confidence was wanting to insure their suc~
cess. . No argument of religious prejudice had been neglected, and every
endeavour had been made to rouze them, from personal-and family-attach-

ment, to-exert themselves in’ their sovereign’s.cause. . Their position was

‘strong by nature, and- strengthened by art ; their numbers enormous, and

in the event of ‘ill success, their retreat was certain.. After: all; though

they stood better than we have ever before seen them do, yetthey-did not:
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stand well ; theirs ‘'was not an active exertion of ~valour, but a passive
negligence of danger. It proved their want of real discipline :—and
their hesitation as our troops approached them, evidently marked the con-
tention in their minds between individual bravery, and the want of mutual
confidence in each other. Their ill success, and the loss they sus-

tained, which of course fell heaviest on those who were the last to retreat,

will prevent them hereafter from engaging in a contest, to which repeated
experience has proved them utterly unequal, - ' j
On the 26th of May, we moved from our_'encampmcnt at Caniambaddy,
our slow march bearing strong testimony to the reduced and weak: state
of our means and conveyance ; even the light field-pieces required the as-
sistance of the battalions to which they were attached to move them for-
ward. - At the close of this march, a body of horse:ap,peared on our bag-
gage flank; and while some corps were forming to oppose them, some
men, to our great surprise, rode into our line with. information that this
party belonged: to the van of the Mabhratta army, which was within three
coss, on iﬁs ‘way to join us. This was the first intelligence we had of
their approach; and although forty letters had been dispatched . from them
before they quitted Darwar, to apprize the Commander in Chief of their
intentions, yet so closely was' our camp surrounded by Tippoo’s hors}e,
that not -one of the number had re,a,ched‘us». Two days after the re.
ceipt of this intelligence, we moved towards Milgotah, on the road to
‘which place the united armies of Hurry Punt and Perseram Bhow en-
camped close to ours. They brought with them a large - bazar, well
supplied with provisions, and as the country in their rear was open, it
was probable the supply might continue. Their force, besides three bat-
talions of Bombay Sepoys, consisted of about 40,000 horse, a number of
irregular infantry, 25 pieces of: cannon of all sorts and sizes, but so un-
wieldy and ill mounted, that we should have judged them unfit for service.
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The country they had passed from Darwar to this place, with the excep-

tion of some few hill-forts, was perfectly in their possession, and these .

places, as well as Bedenore were  surrounded by large detacl?mepts of
their horse, which they had left to watch the motions of the gal'.I'lSOnS, an.d
prevent them from interrupting the supplies of grain, &c. coming to the.lr
camp. The chiefs lamented the destruqtion of our guns, ‘as-:-they .s}ald‘
they could have supplied us with provisions, and were all eager for a vigo-

i war.. Their horse, though in appearance inferior-
rous prosecution of the war.: Their horse, though in app

to the Nizam’s, had not that dread of Tippoo’s ‘éa’valry;and.théir‘»num;

bers. gave ‘them confidence.

“Their arrival chatiged the face of affairs entirely ; we-»ywere m? »lOn.ger;-
obliged, from want ‘of proviSions-,>to7 move imm‘edla.ltely“fr‘or.n ou.r: §1t'x1§tlon,‘
and Tippoo being confined to Se.ringapatam'afld{-its vicinity, m jh1§ turn:
suffered by"th‘ev scarcity. he' had- qteated. o dxsttes.s us. "1?hev Mahrattas.
possessed the road by which he had trusted to receive s'upphe-s, and there-
was every, probability. thatin a sho’r;- time~hiS»caval;'y? l;ke' our?, woul'd be-
nearly extinct, dying for 'wan‘tf-‘o’f forage. Ofthe r.mghty emp}rfa V\fhl?h a.
few months before had bowed with implicit obedience to his’ will, the:

province of Bedenore alone remained unravaged: by the- rmies of one

or other of the. powers.in league-againstf_the_-'son of: Hyder; and-no- p‘art;
of the cou-nffy could with propriety be. called- his, but the small portion.

inclosed within the walls of his forts, and protected by their guns.

In every former war, the inhabitants who quitted their villages to avoid:

plunder ‘had found in the hills a safe refuge for. the short period of Mah-

* ratta incursion; or if' their force remained longer than usual, retired to

some other province which was out of the reach of molestation. Our mode

of warfare, by keeping possession of. the country, instead of destroying

and hastily quitting it, deprived them of  this resource ; unablé to exist:in

~ the mountains, and prevented by the universal inroads of a variety of hos-
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tile- powers from finding an asylum in"any part of the Mysore dominions,
they were reduced to fly from famine to the Carnatic, and there repay,
with interest, the advantages which. Hyder’s country had borrowed from
ours, by driving off its inhabitants during the last war. Cep

It baving been determined by Lord Cornwallis. and the Mahratta clnefs,
‘o move to a more plentiful country, till we should be prepared, and the sea-
son favourable, for renewing the attack upon the capital ; we decamped
on the 6th of June from the nelghbourhood of Seringapatam, and pro-
ceeding by ‘short marches, making frequent halts, and taking possession
of some small hill forts as we passed, arrived on the 11th of July at Ban-
galore. .» On our march we reconnoitered. Severndropg, near which. place
we. encamped for-some days..: We found, it -so strong by nature, . that
judging'itsiimportance to bear. naproportion to, the loss - of tlme which
must e’ employed: to reduce it, we made no-attempt to gain:possession of

t. ~Few of these fortified rocks are in themselves of much importance,
and must all fall, of course, when the capital is taken.. .~

- After throwing the sickiof.the army into. Bangalore and takmg out such
provisions-‘as we wanted (a large supply. of which havmg lately been sent
there, by’ the, very dctive- and. meritorious . exertions of Captain Alex-~
ander Read), the remains of our cavalry were sent to the Carnatic to re-
cruit; and on the 14th of July the ;Varmy’,mo.vked towards . Ossour, for
the reduction. of which place, four battcri=ng guns were taken from Ban-
galore. - A brigade being pushed forward, on the 15th the enemy eva-
cuated the place, which, although they.had blown - ‘up one of the angle
bastions, was still Judged sufficiently strong to be garrlsoned by a battahon
ofSepoys EOI R e e e .

- This place, like almost every other fort we havc met w1th in the coun-
try,  was rebuilding on aplan of such. solidity, as, if completed ‘would
have made i it no easy capture. - It is small, but surrounded by a fine wet
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ditch, and glacis, with two ramparts, the outer one complete, the towers
only of the inner (which was the old fort) were finished, large, and well
constructed ; well situated, and on the whole is a most excellent post.

Lenving our heavy cannon here, we moved towards Ryacotta; ‘a place
which all the prisoners: of last war; and all the ‘ancient information ob-
tained regarding this country in the wars of Smith and Wood, agreed in
describing ‘as perfectly commanding the great Pass, from the Barramaul
valley to the upper*countryi'of Mysore.. The advanced brigade, under
Major Gowdie, attacked the place ; and after carrying the lower and centre
forts by assault, entered the higher ones by capitulation. The situation
was extremely strong,-but so far from coinmanding the gun pass, it was six
miles from the road, and a difficult foot-path only went through the hills
and woods, directly from hence to Kistnaghery.. The best, and I am
inclined to think, the only good gun-road (the ascent being so easy it does
not merit the name of a pass) is that of Hoolydroog, Policode, or Santa-
marinhelly, which runs through a valley about six miles in width, and only
impeded by jungle in some parts, which might easily be cut away. Not

defended, but watched by a number of small hill forts, which, though suf-

ficient to prevent the mhabltants from quitting the country, or goods
entering it withcut paying the duties exacted by government, are not at
all calculated to stop the progress. of an hostile army, unless its force is
entirely of horse ;: in which case, the.nature of the country is very favour-
able to the resistance of even a small body of infantry. ‘
These forts we soon got possession of, some were evacuated, others
surrendered, and one which had the temerity to refuse to admit a party
commanded by Colonel Maxwell, was carried by storm; so that Ryacotta,
Kenchellydurg, Nulghery, Tyendroog, Hoolydroog; Chandrayndurg, and
thtmgery, all .castles, which though in themselves of no great moment,
D ,
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‘would make a considerable figure in description, are either destroyed, or

garrisoned by small parties of our troops: A gun road has been actually
made with great labour by our pioneers, from Ryacotta into' the Barra-
maul, for the convenience of our convoys, &c. . We are employing
ourselves in movements, between Bangalore and the head of the passes,
to procure forage, cover the communication with -the Carnatic, .and pass

the time till the season admits a renewal of our enterprizes. Some parties

have been sent to explore the hills, and search for passes to-the southward;

but have reached the Cavery without finding any opening of consequence.

A small force of the enemy, with some guns, lately came down the
southern passes, and crossing the Bowanny river, attacked Coimbettore.

“This place was garrisoned by a company of Topasses under Lieutenant

Chalmers, with a detachment of Travancore Sepoys ; but not. being con-
sidered as tenable, he had directions to evacuate it when any force ‘ap-
peared against him; who, though without artillery, and ill provided with
all ammunition, did not think it necessary to retreat. ‘The enemy
opened batteries against the fort, breached it, and stormed on the 11th
of July; and notwithstanding the Travancorians. were almost in a state of
mutiny, and his ammunition. was nearly expended, he received them so
gallantly, that of 600 who formed: the 'storming party, upwards of three
hundred were killed in the fort'and ditch, the rest fled; Major Cuppage
having marched with great expedition from Palligatcherry to relieve:the

place, arrived just as the affair was over, drove the ‘enemy from the

pettah, and took their battering guns; a party had' also destroyed their
boats, and ‘the river being swelled, we expect intelligence daily of their
total destruction, as Major Cuppage was left in pursuit of them. Chal-
mers has gained much deserved applause, ‘and high commendations are
bestowed on the gallant conduct of an European, who, as captain, had
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the command of the Travancore detachment. Another detachment un-
der Kummur ul Deen Cawn, defeated about 30oo of the Mahrattas, who

~ were carelessl)} encamped in the Sera district; but excepting these, Tip-

poo has made no exertions; his army daily decreasing in numbers, and
in the greatest distress for provisions; is still at Seringapatam, where he
is raising lines, and other works innumerable for its defence ; all which
we hear with pleasure, as it may persuade him to stand another attack, to
the event of which we look forward with joyful expectation.

Camp near Bangalore, August 26th, 1791,
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