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THE
ANTIENT RIGHT

OF TH E |
Commons of Eng] and |

ASSERTED
OR. A

DISCO URSE

Provmg by

mcu;hs and the beft Diliczians, that the Commong
of England were ever an F/]Z»mml part
of Parliament

By WILLI/I M (PFTYT of the, |
Irmer-Temple, Elg;. .

Noinalls tedio vaeﬂzgandze weritatis euilib opsnions potins ignavi |

faccumbunt, quam explorands veiitate pertinaci diligensii pesfeve-
- rare volunt, Min. Feelix.

Inter pericula veritatis ¢ libertatis fi lemt amicitie.
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To the Right Honourable
* Antur Ealof Eesr s,
Vifeont Mavrvon, Ba-
ron Capellof Hapuam,
Lord Lientenant of the
Countyof HErTFo R,
one of bis Majefties moft
Honourable Privy-Coun-
cil, and Firft Lord (om-
miffoner of bis Majefties

MT LORD,

A l '"Here have been o A-

thors of modern times,

il who have in their Wrritings,
| concerning the Gowvernment
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.

| of this Kingdom, publifhe
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The ErisTLE | Depricartory.
to the World,” That the § f eedon: of this Nation, that
~ Commons of England (as § no Englifoman could lofe
now phrafed) were no partof | his right ex property but by
the antient Commune Conci- | Law, the Life and Soul of
lium, or Parliament of this | this fo famous and fo excel-
Nation, before t/ae-fortynintb lent_l-y -;CQHﬁitutﬁc‘l% Govern-
Tear of H. 3. and then in- § ™e0, the beft polity upon
troduced by Rebellion. - Earth (which when united in
A Pofition when ferioufly a}l_lts parts by prudentCoun-
weighed, equally wounds the cils, made always the people
Peerage of England ; fince happy at home i Peace, and
the fame Authors fay, that | the Crown ever ViGorious
there is no formal Summons | 2broad in War) 1 did re-
of the Lords to Parliament, fblve to take pains to fearch,
found upon Record before | 1 matters thus reprefented to
that time. the higheft difadvantage and
After 1 had often-confi- || Prejudice of the people of Eng-
dered fo great a point, and /ﬂﬂdjwéré.{fme or falfe; which
having often read of the I' have induftrioufly and
a freedom | ¥ 2 impar-
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T‘h’é'EPISTLE

impartia‘lly endeavoured ,and

‘hope with that clearnefs, that

will evidence to all unbiafled
judgments, the unfoundnefs
of thofe Opinions.

" When I had fo done, be-

ing unwilling my labour
fhould be to my felf alone,
and not to thofe who fearch
after knowledge in thele mat-

ters, to difabufe and pre-

vent others from building

upon fuch miftaken and
dangerons Foundations , 1
thought it not unfeafonable
to publith this Difcourfe,
wherein there is no Record
cited , but (in my opinion)

equally aflerts the right of
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DEepicaTtory.
the Peers of this Kingdom,
as ‘well as of the Comm'om:
and  therefore  have  taken
the boldnefs to fend it in-
to the World under your
Lordfbips Prote&ion, whom
I know to be a great Lover
of Truth, To which all man-
kind ought to pay Allegiance.
I fhould have had great fatif-

fattion, if before it had been
put to the-Prefs , it might
have received your Lord-
thips  judicions  corredtions
and  approbation |, whole
knowledge and induftry in
venerable Antiguity, and all
other ufeful Learning, is well
knownunto the World,
- But
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- But.this happinefs 1 could
nat. reafonably exped, your

Depicatory.

my bumble gratitude for the
many favours your Lord-

| Lordfhips time being’ fo
miuch taken up in the fervice
of the Crown, whereof your
Lordfip is fo eminent, and
{o great a Pillar, as your
Honourable  Imployments
hoth.at home and abroad, do
fufficiently demonftrate. 1
moft humbly beg your
Lordfhips Pardon for my J
prefumption in  this Dedi-
cation, which fault 1 hope
may ‘be extenuated by the
relation I have to your
Lordfhip in my ‘Profeffion,
and being deprived of other
means, publickly to fhew

fhip has been pleafed to con-

fer upon,
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My Lord,
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* Your Lordfhips mzﬁ bumble,
moft faithful, and moft

obedient Servant,

s

W. Petyr.
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PREFACE.

Y principal defign z'n}

\ 4 W77 following ~Dif:
Courfe, 15 impartially to wvin-
dicate the juft honour of onr
Englifb Parlament from the
calumnies  gnd reproches of
Jome late Autbors who bave

dfferted,

1.

That éz}z'

effential part

of that Great Council,
viz. the Commons of

England,

reprefented by

vhe Khnighes, Citizens,

A 3

- #nd Burgefles in Parlia-

- ment,
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ment , were introduced | ring the Brittith, Saxon, and

3

A s

A T e

e

ISR, T

|| 1. Under the Brittith Go-

by Rebellion. | Freemen or Commons of

any Votes, or {hdre & conftituens , an effential
- Kingdom, npr tp any Concilium,BarOna,gium An-
fition, gnd thar the coysrary vernment.

and began An. 49 H.3. § Norman Governments, the
2. That before that time | England, a5 now called and
the Commons were ne-  } diftinguifbed fram the greas
ver admitted to pave § Lords, were pars eflentialis
are: 71
the making of Laws for § and conftituent part of the
~ the Government of the | Wittena Gemot,Commune
Communicationinaffairs | glix, or Parliantent, in thofe
 of State. f dges. 3
To “difcover and refute the |
unfoundnefs of the fecond Po-
way appear to betrue, 1 Jhall

before I come to anfier the —H E Brittons called
ﬁrﬁ,canﬁder tlﬂﬁ fecond, tzﬂég . N their Commune Con-

endeqvonr to prove “that du- | cilium,or Parliament,Kyfb—y— Spelm. Corich.
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