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Dmu‘g/it of @ RESOLUTION and PLAN R inténc[ed.

to be proposed to the SocIETY of the FR1ENDS.
or THE PEOPLE, drawn up i the Autumn ol
of 1793, and laid before the SOCIETY on the

8th of March 1794.

of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform, aftera solemn declaration of:
the principles and purpose of their Association, have proceeded to lay
before the public and dire@ily before the House of Commons, an authens
tic State of the actual Representation of the Commons in Parliament, and
have done every thing, that depended on them, to engage the attention
of Parliament and of the Community to that important obje&. =~ -
This part of our task has been executed in the face of some difficulties.
and great discouragement.. We have considered our situation, we have
weighed our duties, and are determined to persevere. But' it cannot be

denied, that our own resolution hitherto has been our principal supports

We acknowledge and avow the faét, with concern for the causes of if;
whatever they may be, and with anxiety for the consequence ; but not
without deriving from it some mixture of hope and consglation. We
rely on the intrinsic merit of. the measure we have in view. We know
the indispensable necessity of a'Reform of the House of Commons, and
we confide in the irresistible impression, however slowly it may operate;
of that state of fa@ts, too notorious to be denied, and too scandalous to
be direft'y defended, which we have exiibited to the world!™ Such evix

dence cannot fail to make its way into the hearts and understanding of the-

people, and finally unite them in the support of ‘their own cause. : The

interval, between the conception and the success of the measure, may be

long and painful ; but.it may also be employed to advantage ;. aor s it,

THE Society of the Fiends of the People, associated for the purpose

on the whole; to be regretted, that the approaches to so great an oOpera-. -

tion should be made gradually, and even with extreme caution.. In the
conduét and settlement of human institutions, the same pauses.and gra-
dations, which delay the event, are a security for the continuance. A

rapid growth makes nio provision for solidity and duration, We are con-

tent to gain the concurrence of the nation slowly, because, so gained, we

are sure we shall pressrve it, . - : v
The part of our plan, which we have still to execute, is of the most

consequence, and likely to be attended with the greatest difficuldies. But

fo_much the more necessary is it for us to proceed toa conclusion. If, at
this point, we were to relinquish the task, or to content ourselves with

calling'upon others to finish it, the duties, which we have thus farendea-

voured to perform, being left imperfect, would be of no benefit to the
public. -On the contrary, to have stated an enormous public grievance,
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- and agitate the 'minds of the-people, and-to disturb.the peac

~ pursuit of our object.

(4

Qifitf\ot_xt prépdsing a remedy, would naturally expose u§ to: the imputation
of having had no other view, in our proceedings hitherto, bit to alarm
e of societ
We are too well acquainted with the temper of .men and: the 'dis;gsciltei?’r:
pf the cauntry, to be insensible of the danger .of SCriOusly~“atfelnptin to
serve t’h_erp_.‘ The - attion we are engaged in is not t¢ be impeacl%éc}
ut mtentions are equivocal, and. motives of any kind my be impited,
urs we thall leave to the construction. of the World, ‘and adhere to-the

Weinvite and are ready to receive the advice and assistance of eveny
Friend to 2 Parliamentary Reform, on a‘sober comparison of‘the duties

- 6fa House of Commons with. its acual capacity. and: disposition to per-

form them; and we are not.yet wholly destitute of a ‘moderate ‘and ve

guarded-confidence in what is vulgarly called the Wisdom, distin&. fromy
the Vmuq of Parliament, But, on this subjedt, the abilities of individuals
have been fried, dnd-the Wisdom of Parliament has "bé,en'regfiadtedlyrappeal-
&d to in vain, Without entering into the secret views of individuals,and the
personal purposes of apparent popularity and real ambition, which:might be
answeted by proposing or professing to support schemes, which were nci.
‘t_her-‘expé&ed'ﬁor intended-to succeed, we are ready to declare- that the
plans of Reforms, which'have been hitherto recomme d, appear to usto
be ?lthér unattainable-in our circumistances, or im#8 Wcable in. the exe.
-cution, or, in their principle and operation, ‘usterly adequate: to .the
tase, and intapable of producing a rey] effe@tive reme ); for the funda-

. mental disorder in the Constitution, which has spread-its contagious prin-

ciples through the whole system of our government. - We mean-_the no-
torious venality and dependance of the Re resentation, first in ats oriei
and formation, and th, €O ] ‘

mischiel, No .remedy will reach it, that does not completely change:the
present choice and construction of that body. But is it rational to expe,
that such a-renovation ‘of the House of Commmxﬂtmh
: Sately trust even .to theory without ex.

Ior an answer to that question, The. ommons would

h_Jeftto corr Lhe re-
medy we look to must come from the people, enever they thoroughly
desire and firtnly demand it, the business .will-be-dope. “The constituent
bower belongs to the'people; and-ought to he restored to prevent its being
#esumed. The proper use of the:forms of the Constitution'is to authenfi-
G{itt‘e, the will-of the natior,and to carry itinto regular execution, thro’the
Knowh and established: channels of Legislation, . In the -mean time, its
mot unlikely that the nation may be ‘deluded ‘with insidious offers of ac-
commodation, with‘.gelmle:c.orre&ive\s; and moderate conceffions: . -But
‘we trust that such offers will-at all-times be firmly rejeCted by the wisdem
of the' country, and-that ‘the ccountry:will :agree with- as in:an opinion,
which we h#ve not adopted without serious.refleétion; - that we had: better
eadure the system as'it is, ‘and suffer it to. proceed: in. its present .course,
¢ RN e EF I e ERETATEc : £ FOERRTE R it

% « Freemen have ‘a right’ to” éo‘m}ilaif),‘ to répresent, to p“étikibr‘;’,_.z}i}‘\‘ﬂfllaﬂd
even to do more in €ases of the utmost extremily :” For sure: thére chnriot be 2
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" e greater “absurdity,” thanto’ affirm ‘thiat the pedple have a-remedy in resistance,

"¢ when' their prince 'dttempts:-to enslave "them 37 but that they ave- none, -where
- ¢} their represeatatives sell themselves -and: them.” ' i

i

Bolingbroke, Study of History, 1. 193,

¢ There lies the |

in their-effefls, and 'one way or other cure themselves, than ¢

‘this'kingdom, the Government ou:

€3 .
to such monstronsand ntolerable excess of abuses; as ray e deeply felt
e way 4 icceptof
any relief that-does not go dire@ly to' the root, and: at léast bid ‘tair 'to
eradicate the diseases - Circumistanced as we are; the most’ dai Erous of
all-remedics would be-that, which should deaden “the’ sense of dangér,
which should lull the ‘people into % torpid security “or *indifferente; and
induce them to forego ‘any faV$urabléf\Opp0rtllnity‘o'f“db’fziiiﬁi}g*’a real
Representation in Parliament, and with that the only ‘mears, consistent ‘
with safety, of divesting a coirupt Government “of ‘the power” and s
sources of corruption, and of éstablishing ‘the Constitution on’d‘renewed
leafe, znd-for a long term.” The House ‘of Commions ‘ought’to’be the -
constitutional instrument or weapon of the:people. - With an ‘honest ‘and
vigorous . House of Commons, really répresenting “dnd - adting for ‘the
country, the removal'or corretion of oppressive or éxpensive institations,
the repeal of bad laws, and-the mild but steady administration: of good
ories, . would- follow of course 5+ with the reduction of all extravapgant ex=
penditure, ‘of exorbitant grants. of the: public tevenae; and dscless esta-
blishments 5 and with a realccconomy in the colletion and approptiztion
of the taxes raised on the people.. Such ‘a ‘Parliament would, ahave: 3l
things, never suffer the ‘nation to ‘be -involved in- thercalatities *of war,
for any purpose b defence, In providing the' means, we' shall secure
the end. . The #€ib@ation of the Right of free Ele@icn is -a preliminary
indispensable t0" every- gther reformation, - T he-Constitition: then, e-
stored to genuine health, would soon’ recover its feal and natural ‘beatity,
What image does it exhibit now, but the false, fa@itions charms of pro.

- ‘stirution, ruined by treachery, wasted in‘riot; ‘and perishing in the pro-

fligate embraces of seduction! JEAAE s e

- Before. we'submit to tlre public our opinionof a specific plan of Re-
form, or at least of the general principles, ‘on which'it-ought to be ‘con-
stracted, and of the general objes,’ which it ought to ‘havesin view, it
ie fit that we should hére repeat that solemin declaration; with which our
Association commenced, and’ re-establish itnow; as'the immediae giide
and future test of any measure we may “propose 3 namely; * Thdt we

_*“ ‘make the Preservation _of* the ‘Constution, on -its true " Prineiples, ‘the

‘¢ Foundation of all our Proceedings.”” : 'We enter:into no ‘abstra& spe-

“culation coricerning the best possible form of Government; " or thespecidl

merits.and advantages of one political system ‘above- those of ‘any cther,
'On such questions we have little melination to speculate, and no authority
whatever to decide: ‘Fhey, who are Intrusted:and called’ upon’ to'lay the

foundation of new institutions. in: other dountries, ‘may - be: at 1iberty to

choose. theiriplan. In ‘our-own' country, we : believe -it- is equally our
interestand: duty toreceive:the system generally s we find' it declared,
désiring nothing but that eFfetual metins may be taken' to repairand pre-
serve it; and that every reparation may be made s ‘nearlyas passible ‘in
the:stile of the building. * In the. application of ' this'fundamental ‘rule, -
the enly concession we demiand, “or expé, from the enemies” ofvRdrlia-
mentary Reform, is, not to renounce their own professed principles. The
only proposition, which we affirm without proof, and shall leave without
argument, ‘is’ thar, -according : to the ancient and fundamental. laws of
' : ught to be-by King. Lords. and Com-
‘mons. .. "The words we make use.OF 2 ' eclaration:of both
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. able as any to the Prerogatives of the Crown, and to the Privileges of : T S A e
. the Peerage..  ° - T ] fate for us, as weil as for the partics, whose deputation he has pald for
Such’ is the theory of the Constitution, = Such ought to be the fad, 1 that the Representatives of the People, so. chosen, should . hold their
. Can it be necessary to enguire, is it possible to doubt, whether it be o £ pretended or real delegation for seven years, and in that long period -
©ornot? If; to give th¢ Commons of Great Britain their constitttiona] g should ot be remoyeable by their constityents for any possible breach of
fhare in the legislature; it be deemed suffcieiit, that’ 558 persons, ‘called % trust; tho’at all times liable to.an arbitrary. dismission’: by the Crown,
Knights, Citizens, ‘and Burgesses, should "be summoned by the' Crown | when their conduét perhaps might best entitle them to.the gratitude and "
to artend at Westminster once a_year; that, out of this number, the i confidence of the people;. that” a controul,” expressly set wp on the part
. greater part fhould be appointed, some by the minifters and officers of % of the people n%aixlst the Ministers of the executive power, should be li- -
governmert, * ‘some by the Peers, -some by individuals among the Coms L able to be dissolved by those very Ministers at any.given moment in a pe- -
mons, and others by little bodies ‘of ‘men :deriving their powers: from Jg riod of seven years, or continued to'the end of it; .that, in faét, these .
Grants of the Crown, under the name of Charters; that; in some in- |- supposed Representatives of the People should hold by their good beha-
stances, the operation of these privileges should have survived: the exift. i viour not to their constituents, but to an dverse party, against whom °
+ ence of the corporations’ or persons; to whose predecéssors ‘they might | they . were appointed to watch and to enquire: That these 558 persons,
| have been formerly granted, and continue to annex the right of eleftion | or ratherthat & majority of such a portion of them as at any time aGual-
' to spots and places, or rathet to topographical points or land marks, not i ly assemble, should have no rule of a&tion but that, which. théy know to
' only destitute of eleors; but-even of‘inhabitants,. where the Représen< be the real intention and serious desire of a- power, .to which the distri-
|

tatives are more than - the Constituents, whose sole manufadure is in bution of places, pensions,. contraéls, occasional commissions created at .

1
1| Members of Parliament ; where 1o vestiges of habitation can be traced B pleasure, with enormous salaries annexed and half-pay entailed ; of em- -
.. or remembered, and never'frequented at all but at the ‘morment and for f ga'svsiés, employments, honours, offices, distin@tons, and emoluments of
the purgose of exercising a pretended prescriptive right in-the landlord | every kind is intrusted. 1f these cdlld,itidns and properties ‘be sufficient -
to appoint certain persons, his dependants cértainly, unless ‘he sells his .~ to constitute a genyine House of Commons, in the true rational sense of
' nomination, "to Vote in'the House of Commons; that the power of rei E the Constitution, we haye our objet, ~The pracice is . ftrictly and scru.
turning Members tolegislate in Parliament for the whole kingdom; pulously governed by the principle. The basis is exally what it oughe
[ should,"in many places,"be a property, in many others a privilege, ‘and to. be: to support the superstructure. , The House of Commons, a5 i¢
 in all instances 4 special franchise ; that, in several of thie great counties stands, - is perfet. To attempt to improve the Representation would bg
" and other places,” where the right of eletion is vested in larger numbers, | asuperfluous labour,  In no-other human institution shall we find so ex=
| where the eleétion has most the appearance of a popular a&, and where | act, g0 correft, so rigorous a coprespondence; preserved ‘between theory
i digett bribery cannot operate, the people should be, as we affirm they, dre; | and pra‘é.h}ce;._ . P LT T e A
| ds effectually barred and deprived of a choice as if they had no votes; for - But, ifit be material to the People at large to be represented; -téally
whiat s the option reduced ‘to, where no prudent man will stand a'contest,  [§ and.bond. fides @nd mot: in forms, In. types, in shadows and fitions of ™
. where'thé Representative in posscssion can never:be dispossessed, where a law: 1f a real Representation. of .the Commons . of - Great Britain in
" moderate fortane is of itsclf an ‘exclision to the prétensions that belong to Parliament can only be obtained by the free election® of all such persons
. thegreatest personal qualifications; or where the candidates, however opu- a5, by their. station in society, however - humble, are ‘capable of the
lent, are runied if they persist? Where the popular party having no chance trust, -and by their numbers are incapable of being. corrupted .to betray
- of being represeénted at all, ‘but by a compromise, which gives-them no it If the purity-of a Representation, sqlpbtz}i'ned,fcan -only be preserv-
. preponderance in the balance, are left without an effe@tive vote in Parlia- ed by ‘a short duration. of the trustin the same hahds : If, withoit a-
- ment ?“Fhat'the office of a Legislator should be publicly bought and sold, real Representation, it be unreasonable to expe a-real protection : Ifit .

- and, ‘whether in the shape of property or privilege, should be, little less Be': robable that they,. who btlﬂ*&L_Wg‘%ﬁ sell the use of it ; ¥ and
than uniVersally, a venal commodity’; that the powers conveyed by this . that they will readi =c0ncur1n'au§' menting the funds, out of which, in
purchase and sale, even admitting a right in"any individual or body of - t to be reimbursed Jor. tNCIE €XDences, OF
men to sefl ‘themselves; should nog bé Qqnﬁngd‘ti)‘t_he'¢6ntra&;ng"pa;{1eS'.; ] :
but that}"by yiftie of a Parliamentary doCtrine, true'in itself, tho’ inthe "TIOt COM.

U present state"offiGs ubsird and” dangeérous, ‘they should be extended o der: I 1t bey hle affirm 1t 15, tha

L present state: absura-an 1" dangerous, they shou e extended 'to $Le 111E DS Impossibie,  as we ainrm 1t .15, that

e, who sells,

' the whole kirgdorti;  that a person, who has' bought a Borough, should . § should clect, .or that he, who buys, sheuld, be chosen: And, finally, if
- instantly becomt dn irkegral part of the whole reéprésentation, and-legis- it betas incopsistent, with, any. rational, ds-it is with every, constitbtional
T * I w39, it-was; publicly, affirmed without contradi@ion,, * The Peers. we % Ta 1387, When Richard thé Second attempted 'ty “tamper. with  the Sheriﬂ%,

¥ now.have’ (whigh..are; double the number within a few reigns).are able, either inorder that they sHould not pe¥mit any Knights or'Burgesses ‘to] be returned,

[ ¢« by their own absalute authorityy pr_by,i,n_ge;:poging,bg;w,egn.,contending;iﬂﬁefﬂiﬁ?’ ] it ‘Suich ‘a3 the Ring dnd his ‘Govircil shoirld ‘direjthe. Sheriffs replied,, that
| i % tochooge above 156 members of Fl}? qu‘»‘/:anqu‘rs'e;‘_ al}"dj“,”w‘qvlllgl.‘ not (.io'q.b.‘ui? g Y as for Parlidment-roen, th eaple: "ould,’»'}fo’ldf;'l‘ﬁ%ei‘i"hﬁéjcnt‘v ‘onstoms t;;s;hich
" %e.mame at least - that.qumber, who, in former Parliaments, -owed: their seats. o B cdtieatiag ey b frétly eboien by the Colhmions; nor couldsthe: same by
i theiginfluene”. Vide Parl. Deby wil, 7. p. 333; 163,163, bl “ Hindered.”  uda ghr g oo Nyg Al end s 73"1119"3'19051 i
o .. i : [ i I f Y L X t o4 Yoy Vo
‘ ‘ e e j 1 Qui emit et vendat necesse est, SR
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idea of Representation, that, in a great commugity, a few hundreds op Py
few thousands should nominate the Representatives of as many millions,
and thata Representation, so appointed by.a few and rarely Va'&'mg’ with
more, and generally with less, than half its own constitated nombers

should be suffered to agsumeé the vications power of expi‘éssingft‘hé" cc}}f
sen: of the whole People to laws, by which all are bound, and to taxes,
which 21l must pay 1 We then contend, that 2 House of Commons, con.
stituted as itnow is, does not give the Commons of this kingdbﬁ their
conttitutipnal share'in the Legislature, not even a proper organ 0 ex.
press their opinion. The forms may= subsist, and the names may conti.
nue. . The nominal divisions may be preserved; but, in fa&, it will nog

the State, after 2 ruinous cireuit through the dilatory channels of Cor.

of Lords, and an instrumental House of Commons, ;
Itis not our intention to, enter. into a detsil of the abyses, in all the

departments and. operations of Government, which appear to us to flow

| from this single soures, our not Ppossessing a Honse of Commons, con,,

nedted with and dependent. on the People ; unconnected with arid inde.
pendent of the Crown *. . 'We only call upon the Nation 1o take 2 ge,
nesal review of their History since the Revolution, and af their present
eltuation, On that view, let them determine for themselves, whether,
in the natare of things, it be possiblé that, in so shorta period, the blogd
of this country shauld have been wasted in so many foreign wars; such
treasyres should have been lavished away, sometigies in the support of
Inerests, in which we had ne essential concern, anglsqm::imesf in the de.

“styuction of interests, which were our awn, or aught o have been egually

dear to us; that such a national income as outs should have been ex-

* hawsted, such a debt incpsred, and such enormous buthens, as actually

exist, imposed upon the People of this Island, and of which the dire@
taxes to the State are only a patt ;—I1f the House of Commens had been
what it w%fueand professes to be, a trne Representative of and Fellow-
sufferer with the People, an effe@ive coutvaul over the Ministess of the
Executive Power, the faithful Stewards of the ‘public Pusse, and net,
what it is, a power idemtified with that of the Crown. The virtue,
spirif, and essence of 2 Honse of Commons eonsists in its being the ex-
press image of the feelings of the Nation. What sympathy, whar coms
munity of fecling is there between the hand that pays the tax, and the
hand that receives it ;—between him, whose inteyest it is that the amopnt

-should be' maderate, "and him, whose interest it is that the amoynt.

should be exqrbitant ! A vigorous imaginatipn may enable us to cone
ceive the moral possibility, abstralted from eyperience, that a stand.ing‘
Senate might be uncorrppt, Sfill it would not pessess the gualities and

ggopertics essential to a House of Commons,  Admitting that the sum. -
er of Members of Parliament, holding places or pensions dize@ily under

the Crown, does not amount to 2 majority of the whole number of the
House of Commons ; we deny the inference meant to be drawn from it,
iz, that the House of Commons js not governed by the influence of the

- ¥ Let the Commons in ?ér}iq_mggt‘_g;ssmb}gﬂ Dbe.one and the same thing with
the Commons pt large. Lst wg identify, let’ us. incorperate ourselves with the

People, “ Burke, 3o 264

be a Government of King, Lords, and Commans, The whole power of

zuption, will vest and centre in the Crown alone, with a passive Honsg:

~condu

mons.

“not be in-the power of any
“would, to conceal or misrey

- ending in mere nam

©ons.. Bue

Co9 )

Crown. On this point, we shall state only two QBserVa:iqns. " A Mem.-
her'of Parliament may be as completely influenced by the protise or ex- -
efition of favour, profit, or advancement, as by the possession of any
stated objelt; or, if “he n(-"z:t‘hérvh'olds'or expefts ‘any thing in his own
seison, Tie may be'equally influenced by favours' granted or promised to
his rélations or dependats.  Of that sort’ of inftuence the ineans and
the channels are endless’; and, what is perhaps worse than their amount
or extént, they are'sécret, B, the business of the Nation, in" the House
of Commons, in its general transated by a Minarity. of the whole num-
ber, and decided” by ‘a’ portion of that Minority.  During the greater

to compose a Houcse for the dispatch of business, and 'in fa® many things

-are done, by connivance, with a smaller number. In speaking of the -

aftual state of menand things, we allude only to" general principles and
constant - majorities. "It would be no ‘advantage to' our argument, nor

“benefit to our cause to deny, evenif it could be denied with truth, ‘that, ~
“inall Parliamentts, there have been men of unblentished character and
- of unquestionable public spirit, who have withftood the progress of abuses

with vigour and ability . On the contrarv, we state the chara@er and
~of such persons, as a “fa&t in point, to prove our case. The -
strength of z prevailing pratice is demonstrated by the unsuccessful ef- -
foris of virtue and ability toopposeit. ~ o
~Tnour state of the representation we have exhibited, in a general view,
the powers of eleCtion as they are row ' distributed and exercised; the
truth of which, we believe, though possibly subje@ to-cavil insome par~ .

ticulars, will'niot in'the imain be disputed.  1f it be false, it ought to'be

refuted. If it be doubtful, it ought to'be examined ; ‘and for this pur-
pose a committe of inquiry.should be appointed by ‘the Housé of ‘Coma
ns.  Undoubtedly there is a sofiicient number of individuals in that
House, to whom such an inquiry might be safely intrusted. But it would
‘of any cominittee, let their disposition’ be what it

‘ sent the facts, provided they received the
evidence that might be offered, and did not determine to suppress it
Let the origin of the abuse be what it may, the {adt is that the Right
of Election, 1n its' nature commen and " incapable of appropriation, has
been considered and disposed of'as a franchise; a privilege, or a"property 3
and that, in one orcther of these capacities, it has either béen ‘cecupied
by individuals, or attached to little societies, declining by ‘degrees and
endir r ‘and fitions ; or, 'in ifs' most extended application,
ticular classes'and’ descriptions’of men ; and that
the common right aiMounts t6-'an ex-

hag been limited to partic
the effeft of all these restriftions or

 clusion of that great majority, by which the sense of the’ country ought

t0 be expressed, and whose namber is jtself one of their best qualificati
ischievous practice necessatily grows out of false theory, If
fie i i AL PR ‘B B T St AT EA the

o

* Ego, quos tu bonos esse dicas, non intelligo; ipse nullos -novi; sed ita, si

* grdines bonorum quarimug, " Nam singulares sunt boni virk

oLt e vrrziiildtt».}. 7o,
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thg-’right of cletion be a franchise, however extended as to numbeyc -
TuSt suppose a separation in society of some, who possess, fro iy
who do not possess 1t ; a sepatation founded on arbitrary Tdi;tiné{‘n iy
hot created by favour, and at best accidental. If it bea riv‘ions’ !f
cannot, without a contradiction, be extended to great riumbgis ' eIgJ?"‘lt
tation and exclusion are essential to privilege.. To corhmuynii;’a‘t ot
Wweaken; to extend is to destroy it. = The privileged ‘and un 'e:lls 4
parties ate enemics of course, . Possession and exclusion are ull)r:tm oy
tual state of war. Vet it is gravely asserted that the choice and cgefpe-
of one of thesc‘ad'ﬁ"erge parties, who have neither. chosen nor -cons nbegt
who are declared to be ‘unqualified to choose or to consent, is irtoall,
incladed in that of the other, 7 o 18 Vil
¢ If the Right of Ele@ion be a property, it cannot
r be divested of the qualities, which not only make it valuable, but essel
tially make it what itis. Allproperty supposes a proprietor and 4 vaiun-"
The right of a proprictor is toestimate, to sell, to give, to alicnate a‘ii
I to bequeath. - 'V enality and property are, relative ideas. He. who b s
4 property of any kind, means to sell, or, to have the Iiberty iy

Y S 1
SO i, fo se oerty: of sellin
1t; and, whether it be a perpetuity or a lease for seven years, if jmg

;?nk:x:(e);vi;dgi“ the} property, you authorize the sale. No man, who ex.
N P;; ?c ;32’1 ;l‘;it:e of the Tepresentation, can really doub, lwél::;‘,‘?;
v B - of the whole representation are returned. ;
payment or expeftation, for money or mone';’s—\:g:tg?nafj :i?;;ee?*’tltg
account be finally balanced by a:title, a pension, a co;tra&: an employ=
| n?cnt,fa co‘mmls,s_lon; or a specific sum, or the promise or expettation of
any of these £quivalents, the effet is the same. - The owner disposes of
'somsgl ng, Fhat.belo‘ngs‘: to him, fora valuable «consideration. 1f the
} Efr_em}§ s be: admitted, the conclusion is unavéidable,; If, in the nature
IQ ~things, there can be a special property, detached and inclosed for the
# usc and bcx;cﬁc\of a few individuals; out of the common right. of the
 Comnous of Great Britain to choose . their representatives, vt%e preécrit
occupants of such . property cannot. he dispossessed of it without viclence
’flﬁfi.lﬂjus;tig?f v ’Ihey have all the titles to éxhibiﬁ, lby which. proj erty
inother Instances, is proved, and,posséssiéu‘tdeféhded. -*Theychmi b[c:th;
,and sold; they have inherited, or they have possessed.  ‘The fundarmen-
taj{qggstmn Is, whether the right of eleftion be, in- its nature, .capable.of
bgl:ng,gg,~app1‘gl)1'1atcc!.,‘_"Fo'r qurselyés we say that, if we weré céﬁcd up
on tostate and describe. the-most enormous wron g, that can be done or

. suffered in a community of fieemen, it would be the existence of a power
- usurped and exercised by a few, of selling to .some others. a %prélt)ende&i’
Tightof taxing the whole number. Tn'othor adts.of legislation, the temp-
. fation to an abuse of power is not so dire®, or so likely to 'pr’edOmih'aw.
The criminal code of this. count:y, though barbarous and imperfect, is
) sgg‘crcd to subsgst, because.the mass of the co’mmunity are careless: or ,in-
. different about it ; b'ecaus’e no qualified man or set of men will undertake
~the labour of correfling it;  khere is no reason t6 think ‘that any of the
. constituted powers or higher .orders of the kingdom, are pariicularly at-
: ,t,.éiﬂhedg tosuch a system, orwould come forward to defénd’it. ~ Life and
f‘.lmc“r‘tyare certainly objedts of ‘much gieater ‘importance than property ;
v Egp»-thﬁ)? are by no- means In so tuch danger. = The Norman Conque-
¢ Jor exccuted the laws of forfeiture and artajnder asainst the
- with the utmost. ngour, Their "fives were. indeed ‘commonly spared,

: S T e

with reason or justice

nder against the English,

¢ gnd other followers #,

( 1) S

s Ggt their estates were’ confiscated, and either annexed to the royal-de-
s mesnes, ot conferred with the moest profuse bounty on_the Normans -

: ‘ . The first or favoarite obje of ‘all corrupted
governments is to extort money from the subjedt, not to exercise a (S
Joss, capricious dominion over his' person. The tost arbitrary govern-
went, if it were'not-mad aswell as arbitrary, would content itscif with
anunlimited command of the property of the people ; that is, they would
be indifferent about:the aétions or discourses of men, whom they found
pcffe&ly submissive; ‘or whem they were able to conipel in the great ar.
ticle of ‘conttibution, But, even on' that principle, personal tyranny
would come, whether it were immediately intended or not,  The gradual
diminution and final destru&ion of civil liberty is'the natural and neces-
sary consequence of a heavy and incredsing taxation,  To insure the col-
lection of an heavy, reluctant revenue, the revenue laws must bie severe, the
colleftors numerous, the administration rigid and summary. New juris-
dittions must be created; new and arbitrary powers must be given.  The

- most indifférent attions in private life must be gradually subjeéied, in one

way or other, to thie controul of the officers of government. Al othey

securities must give way to the security of the revenue, In former times,

when the Commons granted. a subsidy, it was generally acknowledged
and returned by some act of grace and favour from'the Crown,” The
maxim of the House of Commons then was, that grievancss and sanply
avent hand in bandt. Now; every new tax is a signal for the surrender
ofa'right, a pretence for some invasion’ of demestic industry, comfort;
and security, or a’subje@ for the- adtivity of spies and informers. " Prga

tedtion:was and -ought to be the price of taxation; whereas, in fa®; the

morewe ray now, the less we are proreted. This growing change of
circumstances insensibly gives a parallel inclination "to the mind itselt,

- Weareapt.to_contraft a habit of  thinking, that complies with our po-

sition; and, when once the bent is taken, 1t naturally eneyvates the pow-
‘er that should redress it. The ¢harters and laws, which we lave for-
merly been accustomed to venerate, being often violated or set aside, fall
gradually inte disuse, and at last into contempt. We do' not mean to
charge: these effe€ts of taxation and debt 1o a deliberate plan in this or
that administration I, Tt 'has’ arisen “imperceptibly and grown by neg-
le@; from a’'cause sufficient to acedunt for ail subsequent abusés, wsz, that
the House of Commons, not being, in the true sense of the ‘Constita-

. tion, the Representatives of the people, have taken 'tio care of their pro-

perty; but, on ' the contrary, receiving, through ‘the ministers of the
Crown, animmoderate share in the produce, (whether for thetnselves gr

-others is immaterial) are in reality adverse parties to the people in every

question of taxation, . "In every inctease'of establishment, vored, as it

2  always

¥ Hume 1,952, o0
.+ 13th April,1628:

. i

-~ "t Lord, Bolingbfoke observes; that at the I:{‘evo}/ui.ion, “Wfew people’ foresiw

 how the creation of funds 2nd the multiplication of taxes would increase yeasly
¢ the power. of the Crown, and bring our Liberties, by a natural and. necessary

" ' progression, into a more real, though-less apparent. danger, than they.weré: in
~ “ progression, into a more real, though-less apparent danger, y
¢ licfore the” Revolution, * The excessive " ill husbandry, pratised from the very

"4 beginning of King William’s reign, and which laid. the foundations of all we
¢ feel and all we'fear, was not the effeft of ignorance, mistake, or wiat we call
“#ohianee;: but of design #nd stheme'in those, whohad the sway at that time.”
SRR ’ ’ ' Study of History, 1. 45
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always'is, atthe requisici e i Itati
mcni)l;e‘ :ss’o;tpzzil;?:;ljﬁljg L}cC rown, without hesitation or inayir
SETUDENS ob pariiiment foresee d provision for relations and Jants,
a!_ld(poss_xb}]y honeurs for iemselves, - Is it 2 wonder that such en o 1
give and grant liberally thé money of those, who “are nof‘fmsh iy
tuents? *I§'it reasonable to expedt that a bo:iy of men, so C;‘:elr C(')?S?’
3 B R Ak AR ~ . b >
grsthz_md_'s:pegwl oojf:é"t of t};glr rrust, a’n}d 50 i‘ntgrested t<; betray it s;{o rlé‘
¢ the faithful and vigorcus guardians o the Tights of th Cin
stances of less consideration?  they have suu}fiive"l the 15'\" ces
which they themselves are fed. Cauld they, if tiany“ WGH;‘?’}S“ oA
::,?;?ltzrlf‘y fo ‘(irqf“rfjc:t any of the abuses, ‘of to remove any of t.hf; ngs:’.
nees, o Pg“; ting in their own neg)ecc' (;)f duty, or in their incapaciry t
perform’it? We belicve it would be dificult indeed to devisca method
by whicli the, redress of grievances could be effected through »ti;cnlef?mz
of those grievances; or how corrnptions could be pu‘riﬁeﬁi"b ; t‘a‘i] eor.
Tuptors and the corrupted *;' nor do we coneeive how ahn' 4 ric lj o
can proceed from the known abertors and suu»po;reré.,of t'n)f* "&?@rm“m
,refc‘?rn_ic?i‘_" If the united voice, expressing the united cens?ea o'r:hS to; e
majority of the nation, be ‘powerful enoggh over the uHouse ;)? (lé:t

mons to make them yield to be the formal instruments of 2 fundamenta)

;eform ip th? Rgprcsept:_xtioh,,it‘ is as'much 2s can be expected
}V¢ aﬂir;n that the; rlgh_t of election is not, in its natare a‘ hropert

anucat.mozt, as such," belong to any individual or coliecti’on' gfirﬁ]&' 5
_("gglvs.':' Ie _cannet, as a. property, be acquired by purchase, nor trlwwb
mitted by'bequest, nora; propriated ‘by possession, nor transfgr‘red b "n;-
or don;}tl_on_, nor annihilated by dereliction. We say itis a ri g’saf?
hgrg:np in the;community, ‘and that it cannot be alienared even bg tthn'lr
own consent, "if that were possible, ‘without ch:lngingP the 'bri'nc)i,pleeéi'

ﬂeu s e DI Y RS DA 5 e Y
the Government, ~To the iondamental proposition, that in election

Sﬁﬁ’ sk?g dP;rOP/ilt ﬁt",] ‘\:Vf«"'_ﬁl'm};vv'?d_h'eﬁr“e‘,' thlxog't_a qualification or teserve.

orAany gind, At tiesame time, we do not take upon us to affirm, that

no cons‘zldcra_tz‘on whatever is'to be given to the claims of sersons lwha

: l}ygy:;hgggjng enjoved an abusive proffe ofanykind, are sut‘dgni dey riv:"i'
‘Q.f'!t-,'_' <h v will tell vou, that their possession was notorious y‘-th:}:their
acquisition of it 'was connived gt and permitred; and thag on these
: hr\ were warran M—‘r‘i' ih’ ‘fec}\'oﬂing the advantgoes ,de;ived froﬁl
1t asa part.oftheirestate. To'elaim the compensation is to acknowledse
the abuse, A pecnitiety {nidémeification supboses a pé;‘uuiar Ius To
a Las mlnd all things are equaliv-saleable, kl'ri%‘ut a Rxgvht or“}';’ui i’l.b'lour
15 not, i 18 nature, comumutable with aprofe. Onthe efju‘itf of these
ons, ‘taking th{;ré)’l'i}il 1(1;-;51‘ own principles, we offer no decision,

; “conaideredt by d disinterested vl L Weks

sight o dircat he pradence ot e vt iy e ripunal, We bave 1o
: e e prudence ortoliint the geneyosity of a free Parliament.
In a case of this kind, in which it is difficair to separate jusiice from ‘se-
verity, wise and moderlite ten may thick it, on’ the ‘.th()}c, ‘mare’ exe
pedient to proceedt ‘1;d)’a’é"eihah*by'ﬂpo'\vér{ “There is one considera:
‘Hon-only, which we shall'ever demand wnd insisr upon, it behalf of the
. :bl:ié’ ‘tothe ntmost of our abiiity, whénever such claims shall'be pre-
erred and conidered, that every Claimane shall produce zz‘sppciiic'?'; ae-
count tot osly of what the propefty in question may “have cost i, bt
whatit bas produced in rctutn; What 'he'paid,” whit he has received, how
v ‘ . oo ‘ " oficn

¥ Noo cportet peceata corrigere peccantem, k
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_ who has

(1)

often he has sold, for what sums, and to w}mm ; what I;:cya;ive placgs,

what titles—we cannot ‘gall them h:nours—it has»enab’led h_1mpt9_ obtain

from Government fqr himself or 0§he1'f;. I ;lt;c :iCCQuflt were fairly stats”
¢d, w2 do not believe that the balsnce, which boud fide could be de-,
manded of the Public, on any rational principle of reimbursement or re-
Jdemption, would be very cons‘xderamz. At all eyents, thepxhlyb;_t;gnpf
wuch an account would be well worti paying tor®, .. .0
" Sve state it thea as the fundamental prineiple of - Representation in

Parliament, and as the basis of the reform we have  in view, that the

richt of clection cannot bea property, ought not o be aprivilege, and is.
the common right of the whole body of Britsh sfﬂ?' ts, except ,PIC,Q}’:?T‘
exisiIEg (gem*m[{y and {‘Ql{l’t’ﬁi‘vel)«‘ 74 all wen, Ihqughi i thc;’ e)ggr;zsg
to special incapacities, which nature or the law may have created; and:
which st be perpeteal's but dormant in somé, in whom the immediate.
capacity to exeicise the trust is suspended by accidental and temporary.
circumstances. o e T e e oot

" The first class consists of persons convicted of erimes, or deprived of-
pnderseanding, who, by law or nature, are incapableof any trust what-

ever. : . - ' Do R IR R
‘The second comprehends all persons who, from the accidental, voluns

tary, or necessary dependance. of their situation, must be presumed ta
have no will orjudgmentoftheir own, and whose: circumstances furnish
nosecurity, that they. wonld exercise the power, ifthey had .it, with
impartiality and justice, 'The great ohject of Representation is Fro.
teftion. . The only security for prote@ion is a. perfect sympathy between.
the Constituent and the " Representative, - On this principle, the mi
| ‘nothing, cannot represent, because he is ot bound by, com
nity of interest to protect the man, who has something.” .On the same
principle, he should not be allowed to choose the Representative ; for, if
hewere, his choice would not be dire€ted to .the proteGion, but proba-
. bly-to the invasion of property. He ought not to impose burthens on
cthers, to-which he caanot-himself be sabject. - His income, that is the
price of labour, is never lessened, but, as long as employment exists,
maust be gradeally increased, in consequence of the increase of taxes, by
which theincome of every other manis directly reduced,  With respect
to property therefore, which is always more an obje@ of invasion than
personal liberty, the two parties have no common interest.  On the con-

trary, there is evidently an adverse interest on one side, which can only

be provided for at the expence of the other. With isepect to personal
rights, the case isdifferent,  We say that poverty can never be the guar-
dian of property. . But he, who has property, muy be a sufficient . guar-
dizn of the rights of him who has none § because, in their personal rights,
they have a common interest. S

Independent of property, we. say that the. right of voting must be~

dormant in all those, in whom personal dependence is presumed {0 ex-
ciule a real freedom of choice. Vo allow a vete to him, who has no
will of his own, is only giving two votes.to somebody else, 1f; nes
vertheless, the limitations we lock to were to be" so confined, zs not
finally to leave the election in' the hands of such numbers of elec-
fis, as. could wot by any. possibility be corrupted, there might be

‘ . - : some

¥ Now potest gratis constare libertas,
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ome colour for an obiection to the tempoerary disquali
stated. "But, when cnce we havé a number of electo
Inore than

ficationg we hava
) ‘ 15 sufficient, 4pg
sufficient to’ secure a free unhinssed election, of whatuge iy
to resort 0 other classes of men, whese bvérﬂbwing numbers can gl
embarrass the operation, without offéring any pled ]
‘the"brudanht, or the intégrity of their choice?”

ge for the,i"réf&@n;s
On our plan, the i
dividual voze would not be so much coveted as ‘the objection SUpposes,
€ irean ©5 make i ofmo venal valog' whatever,. and, har
©rarely worth the trouble of solicitation, or ghesmallest :
of gratifude; and ‘that, we contend and aflirm, would be its state of
periection, - With respect to the qualification of veters, we have hut one
. observation more 10 suggest 5, that, as the dmount showld ‘be moderaze,
_there is no condition so humble orso hopeless, in which i may not be
- acquired by Iabour, by industry, or by talents. The door is left open
to every man, who wishes to be. admitted and, in this view, the right
of voting will be a useful distinction, and may. be considered as one of
the honourable rewards of industry, BRI

It might have been unnecessary fo have dwelt so long on this point,

tnofhiag sense,
acknowle? gumens

if we had none to contend with, bat the avowed enemies of Reform,
who speak fairly, and tell us what they mean. We do jt in order tp
disarm some treacherous pretendéai"friends of the measure, of the power
of defeating it, by pushing us to extreme conclusions in pratlice from strig
admittéd'premises, and forcing us to load the execution with infurmount,
able difficulties. - We will not listers to the advice of such men, becaase
we are convinced that, if they are wise, they cannot be sincere. The testof
political wisdom, the guide of aftion, and the _sfecurit'y for perseverance,
1s moderation. The guardian of moderation is pradence.. We affir,
that the possession of a competent roperty is a condition essenrial, aid

sine qud naz; to a right of disposing of the property of others, The rea.

son of it is evidenit and i‘ncohte;stibié.w But we desire no better; than thae
1this question, if it be one, should be tried by fafs, - While we  profess
to look baclt ‘to the insitutions of our ancestors, and to be guigcd by
their principlés, let us take care 1o do as they did. Through all our
Jancient history, it will be found, tha:- property  was considered as a

iccessary qualification for trusts and offices of every kind.. OFf the trath
of this position; we (hal] give a few instances, which seem 16 be especial-
1y in point, and which would Tead our inquiries, if it w necessary, to
} many others. In i347, the Commons petitioned the King, that ¢ She-
*oniffs, in every counly, may bave suficient in their counties 2 Iy
[the year 14147, {2 Hen. §th.) * in consideration of the abuses that
¢ arose¢ from such persons serving on the inguest and -jury, as (having
““ nothing to live upon, nor 1o fose when convi@ed of perjury) gave
“ false verdidls, contrary to their consciences, an 4t was made, That no
Jf‘ person, who had not-in Lind or tenements forty shillings yearly,
** should "be admitted on inquest upon trial of life and- death, nor on
'*f any other inquest in pleas, reab'or personal, of which the debt or da.
Ve but, ‘upon the parties con-.

-

" mages declared amounted to forty marks ;

Y‘ cerned challenging him, should be rejeCled,” In 14307, (48 Hen, Gth.} -

Xt was enacted, ©° That all persons, made Justices of ‘the Peace, should:
TR S T e | FL€F have

¥ Parfiamentary History,. 1. g8,
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‘was to be testificd upon oath of the party.

¢ what can be ‘more reasonable, t faat those 1 1y .
“itheir votes in eleion of the Common Council of the kingdom, whose
- estates are chargeable with the public taxes and assessments, and with

“appears ¢ that all estaces, goods,

¢ 13 )

have lands-and tenements to the value of {2:_’; a-year, exceépt 1n cities
and corporations : The reason assigned for this statute was t{]en, gs it
has been very lately thought proper, begaqsc some persons _lfxd een
anvointed Justices, Who,_ on account of their. meanness and muapacxty%
could not govern or direét the people; whilst others, by reason .o
their necessities, committed great excortions and oppr:"‘sism;_ls.. Also, )
* that nio person should be a Colleﬁ?r of l_emhs ﬁnd Ezftcen}hs in any
county, except he were able to dispend in lands and tenements, n}
the said county, one huhdred shxlﬂ'mgsn a-year, over and above al
charges and reprizes.” It is ‘material " t_q__obs:rve_ that, in all these
instances, the qaalification is proposed and inststed on by the Comr?ortis?
a3 a guard agamst the ‘p.‘owver"of, the Crown, Whlqh"' if not so restrained,
would always employ the basest, and therefore the most dangerous in-
wl‘igez?},ow turn our eyes to the conduét of that excellent Parliament,
which'sat in 1429 (8th Hen, VI.) and orbserve t_l.le wise and tru‘ly po~
pular principles on which they aCted. < In reforming the abuses of Gofve.)‘ff;
« ment;” as Nathaniel Bacon says +, ¢ #his Larliament was st /:.[zrl‘.'z’.:
“buty beikyg in @ Tway of r'q}‘rszma{('af_z, set upan the work of ref O?.”l”{g‘«l't.;[{/i
In County elelions, before that. time, all the Freemer had avote; In
general they were carijed by outrageons and excessive nambers, as the pres,
amble to the famous A& of the $th Hen. VI recites. By thatk/{%,
the right of eletion was CQ[):ﬁI‘XSL}‘l”Q the Freeboldess ; Iwhen it was eua::-
ed |, that sio man should give his vote in thc‘ele@gicns in the x,.oun} ¥
unless he' had forty shillings yearly in free lands or tengiments, and this
Our approbation of tI]is,pr_()-
limitation introduced by it
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vision is confined to the principle of the mitation -introduced
We approve of suspending the exercise of the right of ting in persens
of no-substance. - But, far from;eonﬁmmg it to one spe s of q\‘uah?ca_\
ton, wé shall contend for its extension to every kind of property; where(
the amount, combined with other ci'rcumstances, is s\uﬂi’c,;c.:nt;m afford a
reasonable security  that the right will be properly exercised. N z;;;ha-'
niel Bacon affirms, that the change, made by the Ad of Henr)f‘tht‘e‘_\r lsh,
was wo tess gord than great, and ré(?i!' #0 less equity in it than pelicys % For)

Aan that those ‘mea only should have

¢ the

*, Par.]hmentary History, vol. 2. pv 246, |
1 Ibid, vol. 2.'p 2 tg. o
[« 3y the sncicat laws of England, from

4+ Ibid, vol. 2..p. 96, 77;.

Ina to Edward the, Confessor, it
and possessions, of what kind soever, .did ca-
s ate men’to keep arms, aind con:;cqqcntly to give them the title-of Freemen.?*
(Vidr TYREL ) General Introduétion, P77.). As Freemen, {i)gy voted at county
eleftions, “and pr'obaioly'con.tiuu(:'d'tg) do so, when many qt ‘t:hr‘m had no estates,
goods, or possessions, until the A€ of Hény'y th.c ‘Snxth,l rayc:‘mng t(‘). the ancient
principle of eleftion, confined the vote by a specifie ’qual'lfj}ca;qux." I::ven the“ ca-
Pecityto keep:arms-was attached to property, - Our. ancestors tho_ught.? -ax3d pro-
‘b,.a‘bly found it s by experience, that it was mot quite safe to putarms into ghe
hands of men, who had nothing of their own to lose or to defend.

At Rome the populace was so distributed, that 'thFir votes. were rarely cal‘let?,
“or had very little weight. ¢ Fabius, simul concordiz causa, simul ne humilli,
“ morum in mana essent comitia, omnem forensem turbam excretam in quatuo
“ tribus conjecit, urbanasque ¢as appellavit,”  Livy, g, 46, :
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1% the wages of those persoris ‘that are chosen for the public servie
(‘Eut;'above ail the rest, hesays, ¢ this advancing of - the Freeholders iy
(*¢.this manner of eleGion was beneficial .to ‘the Freemen of Erigland
o ,

¢ although perchance they considered not thereof. It abated the Lrwer

¢ and much of what they had by their vste. It vendered the body of the
Jee peqp}e more’ brave ;- for the advancing of -the- Freeholder above the

| Freeman raiseth the spirit of the meaner sort to public regards, and.
¢ R ]

o

"‘ that they may be somewhat in the- Commonwealth.” - By.these, and
other provisions ‘of ‘the same tendency, and well- worthy - o our e,

{tion, he obsetves, that, * however the times were fuil of confusions,

¢ yeta foundation was” laid of a more uniform Government in futuge
¢ times, than England hitherto had seen.”” In 2 word, whoever ob.
“serves the course of the English history, and the progress of the Congti.
tution, will find that Liberty and Praperty hive-invariably gonezhand in
‘ha’qd, apd protected each other ; that, while the lands were engrossed by
the’Church and the Nobility; ¢ e Clergy and the Barons did in @
constitute the Parliament; but that, as fast as entails were upfettered
as industty and trade were encouraged, and as the means of écquiring,
progerty were laid open,”the liberties, the rights, the privileges, and
 the power of the Commons exnanded along.with it.  We deny that, in
stations of absolute dependance, there can be freadom of choice or cora-
- petence,of judgment *. On this principle, the laws have wisely prokibired
' s .. numerous

2 Mr. Cartwright, one of the rhost strenuous and upright advocates of universal
‘Reppe‘?CIital.iox], virtyally admits the truth” of this proposition in the utmost ek
tent, 1n, which it can be stated.. He' does not suppose it possible that a di-

. p:ndex'lt man can give an independent vote opdnly, and therefore- he insists on the
© mecessity of voting by:ballot. : In his'lctter ‘of ihe 5th of April 1794, he sy
- ’ll‘h_e,r'c‘venue ofiiceyy the domestic. scrvapt, and the. c\ia')h]abourér, ;;:der [)rai'cc-
Jse tron of the ballst, -will do more for the prés’érvér‘ion,(‘)f:h’c{_ C&istitutio‘n, tha(n?all

~. ¢ persons of supposed independence in their open_eleltions.”—{t is. indeed ap-

parent that, without the ballot, no man in office, no man in a sate of poveity

¢ and dependence, conld salely give his vote against the inclinatiofi of the person

or the power he de pended on. But it is by ro. means clear, that the ballot woild
improve the iniégrity or sczure the independeuce of the vater. In a cortupted
society, where alone such a prbcautionJ could be wanted, the obvious: tendency of
concealment, or the usc that would be inade of it, would be to shelter falsehood,
to facilitgtc; transaétions ‘that would not bear the light, and to:loosen the restraints
of shame.  What the gencral effect of suck ah innovition might be, if tricd onso
great an operation, as the eleftion of a.House of Commons," is, not within the

limits of human wisdom to-forésee, . The experiment has been made . on a smaller '

scale; but has.itatalt sccared the independence of the ele@tion ? The mode of vuting
by tiblets was introduced, at a late period, “into the Roman Republic by the
leges, tabellariee, in order to protedt the freedom of eleCions and decisions against
the influence or power of the Nobility. Whether it had that effe@ or not, is -
certain. “But, in falt,;” we know that these laws did not long: preserve the freedom
of the Commonwealth, if they did so at all or for any time. - Cicero speaks of

- the tablet. as a La[cb‘a,a,’zl,tﬂ‘jlg/w[g;'1‘11"7_'2;(@, bonis ignovantibus quid quisque” sentiret, t-

bella occultaret viciosum  suff wgium ;- and he ‘asserts’ that; in ‘o ingtance, wis this
measure ever proposed by an honest man. ° Ttaqui isti yationi neque: lator - quisquan

i ot inventus, nec auclor wnquam bonus (d¢ Legibus, 3.15.) In a question between the

o

- Nobility

€ ity L fognt .. PN
¢ of t/'qe Lovrdi and great meiry who beld ihe’iuferior sort at their tz'a‘vo/ia;), :

“under a'kind of ambition to aspire unto. the degree of:-a: Freeholder,

"t fa® however there ean bé ito doubt, thit these laws ‘t}i‘d"i)ﬂt}}tﬁ‘
Conorsecure freedom. ., 0 T oo
P IMaxdmma qumque: domi

{ 17 )

sumierous classes of men from voting at eleCions, Officers of tle. revenus
are sliP[i?OSéd to be wholly at the disposal of Government. Would it be

rationad to adinit the sexvant of 2 Colle€or of the Exeise or Cusioms to

the exercise of a right, from which -his »m,z_xsfe:vf’is;exclvin:icdk?_ Lar what
purpose fs ‘it asserted annually by the House ;of'qu'nmqn,‘s,,_tuhat_ ““no
< Peer of this tealm hath any-tight to.give his vote in the election -of
¢ any Meibe servesin: Parliament,” 14, instead of giving a single
vote himself,-he ‘'may- seni twenty.of his setvants, and s many more
of his day:labourers-and retainers to vete.as he directs?. * s it in the
Jiouses of the:nobilitys or of: other rich aand powe:fg]_pegsﬁons,4t2h'a§;. de-
peadent men are likely to Jearn the.diity, or-to.preserve: the .freedom of
yealele@ors® o 0 L o
-+ Finally, ‘we deny, . that paupers, who subsist on the charity, or.vagas
sonds, who exist at darge by escaping the justice or vigilance of society,
hate dny claim to a share in making laws: for the. community, even if
theyrcauld besately. trusted,. which is. impossible. .. ste principles,

Opgos
we know; have been-maintsined by a person.of great rank, and now of
grear anthority, and ‘we.RBave-heard him commended by men, notoyi-
ously hostile to the-cause of Reform, for the consistency of his plan, and
the serict regularity of his conclusions ; -that is, they are ready to allow
the ideal merit of perfection to any scheme, which they know. to be un-
attai.able or impradticable, +and which, having no real objedt hut to
distress-or intimidate ‘Govginment, or ta capiivate popularity, they are
pericétly sure will.end: inHpeculatiom -And God ' forbid . that  schemes,
0 wild and-dangerous, should haves any ether termination. The Duke
of Richmond says, It is' a contradiftion to suppose that *“when. paupers,
« dnd the lowest ordérspf the pegple, shall. have an equal vote with the
¢ first Commoner in thetkingtlomy the Aristo
“ in‘eleCions, and that we should fall at the same. timte, into all the cons

4 fusion of ‘4 Democwatic Republic.” - We. congeive .that these effelts
.do not milstate against each other,  but that both ¢f them would be like ‘
13' ..afllb-:?"

ike.

1y to happen, and might-easily exist together.  A: few .powerfi

tious.tnen, hot the .body of the Nobility in general, would. take the

lead of the multicude ; the lower classes of the people would be.banded

into parties apd factions, and universal anarchy. and liceatiousness prevail
over the. ¢ountry. Such has.been, 1a other gountries, the shore apd

wertaln ¢oirsé to the destruttion of ‘the Commonwealth, and to. the. final
-establishmient: of 'degpotism 1n -a'single person. "The extension of the

,rig‘li'é‘%f iveting to all thie inhabitants.of Italy £, introduced by the Grar-

chiunder plausible preterces, and pet without some appearznce of juftice

on'general principles. and afterwards insisted on and enforced by Cinna,

“igave the first fhakesto the Constitution of the Roman ~;l?vg§11}xblic,;"di,\(¢ ded
_the empite into armed

fatians, which worried and wasted one another,

a

ty and ‘t_hbé\Pejqpf.l'e, the apinion ‘of Eicero. may be suspefted of ?’ar‘:i{ﬂit_y. Of

servis cst plena superbis.

+.¢ Many good, matters: are lmdexjtvakén_:w'ith_bgdy"xininds‘;

81 mm, not’ ;on,-l'y

"8 ‘corrupt minds, but crafty minds, that intend not performance.”” " -

- Lard Bdcon of Suttors. .

.} Pollicitusque toti” Tnalie civitatem sumum il Midkaily 4 i prtripram

atque anceps “pcriculum-adduxif;‘rs:‘jmp‘ublica_ny Vel J’u{;(g 2: 2 2 2R

stocracy would gain the lead.
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et el e ey
ntil they were al] ﬁﬁtéesﬁ&ely‘. crushed;
Jute dominion of Augustus, © 7 T OROIIGES N the ab
" After the qualification of the ’g‘:le"ﬁq"rs, the condition ind. engagements
0f those, whom they clef®, is the riext thing' 50 be cohsidered oAgem”
of Parliament were originally chosén t0'sépwe in Patliament, and such i
sill the formal Ianguage of clections,  Fhey were considersd a1 oo
wanis of their. constituents and accordingly received avages® from those,
who employed them, Even the atrendance. of the Bavons, who
the most honoutable Members of thie State, though rot paid . for, was
duc-to the King-as d servize. Unfortuiately the sptem 35 ossrecy 15
may now be thought incorrigible, ) instance
briginal, right, fd}ind”éﬁd{fin‘qqmm@)ri sense and sound reason), and supported

Y ‘ong, usage, has been more successfully invaded, or more completely

dispossessed of its station, than by the fa@ as it stands. The only re.

medy for a disorder, ‘which poisons the Constitution of Parliament at it

.source, is to' reinstate the Constituent and the Rgpresenta’tive;»,ii‘n,"tlhe"‘ places

“for difficult and generous undertakings.

O it N A
.1 Lord Bacon, de Augmentis Scieatiarum; 8.

that belong to them, and in their natural “relations to each other, * So

capital an improvement, ‘we admit, 'i5 not to be efic@ted abruptly, The

nation must be gradually prepared to receive it. 'On a -point of such

Importance, it will ba the duty of wise and honest men to endeavour. to
teform the public mind, before an’ attempt is made’ to artack. the abuse,
Primo loco emeéndationem animi porimus t—We Know thiat the people must
be instru@ed and enlightened, ‘that their, judgment must be improved,
befoye théy are qualified to compreliend, to relish; and to resume the simple
Dbeauties and utilities of their ancient’ Constitution, - The most perfeft
models of ‘an‘ti’q’ui;ty,af,in wisdom as well as art, have been buried . under
ruins.  The first labour is to claar away the rubbish, tha overlays and
oppresses them, ,",The'l'hétionzil_’feye,‘t'oo_gjlox_lg accustomed to distortion

~an obscurity, will gradually Trecover its distinguishing faculty, and re-
Je& with disgust the pretended improvements of a corrupted policy, and

the sickly. ornaments of a. declining ‘Consitufion, “/'I,',h’(;s‘é are. the steps,
that lead” to ‘the imitation of great examples,  and qualify the mind

were to pay their Representatives, and liberally “teo, in proportion to
theik aGual attendance, -E¥en: money, to a considerable amount, would
be saved by it, But-this is not the. immediate object. The question

.. 1s, whether it be ‘better..for the - public that they should be paid by the -
. -People;: or rewarded by the Crown 3 -that they should: be- retained to de-
- fend, or corrupted to betray,

‘ ‘We hold it to be, ‘fundatiental and”es:
sential in'a praderit’ Governinent, that “every ‘real chatge should have s

 dired benefice ‘annexed to it; that no serviceable office- should be exer-

cised ‘without ari avowed proportionate salary.” Distrust the men, who
pretend that they are ready ‘1o serve you for nothing.. .. Their, views.
may be remote, or money may not be iﬁ’eiir’!piiincipal object. ., In what-
ever shape they are paid, whether they: take their equivalent in power
or in profit, in spegie.or in kind, -t must be some.way or other‘at the
public expence ; and;: whatever pretnces they may set up, we are sure

thatthe safest “and.-cheapest course is by avowed " and . immediate ‘pay-"

menty -We -must.-ac

~ ¢
el I o

commodate- our ' meastires to- the: manners of  the
2 ooy o i
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We kiow of no instance, in whick

We assert that, if the nation

il

o
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times. - Pure gind perfect patriotism is not to be implieitly relied on in.

 *thie conduc®” of public affairs ; ‘nor in'fact have the public any ‘claim ta

it He, who faichfully performs the service “he ,qxjdgrgakes“\fgraa‘\v.gér;
tain acknowledged reward, and will not betray it for a gfégf_ﬁe}‘f loes al
that ouglit to Be expected of Him. 'The  traitor and ‘the \ypocrite are
senerally righteous over much, . Let us pever abandon the 1dea’ of e
Vertng to sound constitutional principles, ecaus 1 operation iy B
slow, of the sugcess ,xmprot.)_gbl_e.\_ Evegx measure, that ten ft‘,’dﬂ? td
office’of a. Member of Yarliament g{:ox’giap\gﬁmgr‘g_ A service, an ‘hvesss_ Eg'li
less an'object of competition;, is a step gained towards. secuting the ;‘n hs:-
endence and “integrity of the House of Comiions,, ‘_‘In_gulr,‘xes, 3 ’tt" 1
sort, into the principles and “practice of fol_'rn.gé‘t'v_ng‘lgs,_‘VWQu‘l‘dElc‘gH to a
-true decision of other questions, of the utmost importance to the “'EPP"
nessnot only of this kingdom, .but of all the nations’ that spr'{'qug&ilus%
Among these we reckon the n;gl_;‘t‘gf_‘mg}(mg‘_fyyar and ;;)gageéﬁ,an‘d" of
binding the nation by treaties with foteiza powers, now assumed an  ex-
ercised by the Crawn, asa part of its gpsolu;e,_ yl‘n\de‘pendeqt‘p_, ,‘\_gvogam ¢,
without consent of Farliament,” Was it always s0, _\aqd‘: to what " known
principle in the Constitution are we to ‘refer the qn‘c_ontxquyll_gclwtrusg_sug’-
posed ‘to be vested in the Crown, in acts which may, hazard"ghg happi-
ness, if not the being, ‘of the country, and grr’xta‘xl__p'e_‘rpe;t‘}}al‘i misery on us
aid our posterity ; while, in other instances of infinitely §xpall¢; mporg-
ance, the same Coristitution affecis a constant suspicion and vg}uardyggan}x_ﬁs»t
the slightest encroachments of the execntive power? * s it necessary in
the narfre of the thing, that the question of War and Qggqe ghogxgd,bg dé-.
términed by the King alo ‘o is it sybject to a §i011b19‘99:9’r.d;qa’t§k v
risdiction, by which different judgmients may be given on _the same issue ?
I5 it reasonable to p"r‘e,:Af\né,‘j”th'at“__jtuli'e“‘Kin;gfn’e}y‘ resolve to declare war,
and in fa¢t ‘put the nation into a state’of hostility with any fo_r_exggx power,
and that: the House of Cominons may refuse the‘_’Supp_hes,“ without which
the war cannot be carried 'on, and ‘the country  canniot be defended !l
-the executive power can pledge the 'gzgioggl"fg;xhjby a treaty of subsidy,

2 At

E P
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- *:Pacis. et balli arbitrium: péries magnum - regni ‘senatim - semper fulsse et hise
toriz: passim nostra,: et exterorum quotquot res nostras:paullo accuyatlx‘x‘s.'aitzlgetgb
BeSIAntury 1 v L L S M LToN, Def pro pop:. dng;, cap.g.
Mr.. Burke, enumerating -the discretionary powers; which-are: nkeccssar_xl_yﬁvcstefi
in the Crawn, -daes not state this to:be a power to. determine upgn war or peace,
but, with. perfeét accuracy, Jfor conducting: ihe affaits.of Peace and War, - ..
of et s Rl R szp;tglzt{ on ,t,/;;quzu;:,_ jz‘._g'&}.»_
Terum, est, summam imperii apyd
unum esse. T . R Gy Kdwy O
" “In‘the Roman Republic, though very much’ governed “on the principles of ‘the
Mondrchy they had abolished, ‘ad " of ‘the Aristogracy. with a great ‘accessian of
potver, the decision’of Peace and: War beloriged to: the'People, not to the Sepata

_ Saluberrimum, in

adinistratione magnary

- Al manney of leagnps and: treaties were confirmed or annulled 'b}?,fhe-Péépleg‘; :

SR

‘Thuanus, speaking:of the Constitition of : the German empite, says; ¢ Verum
! quz ad impexii majestatem, rempublicam, et jus. universorurg.pertinent, ut.cum
“ depace, de bello, - de tributis in communis belli sumptibus imponendis, de

v

“ frderibus, de. sociis, &c. de iis in. ordinum comitiis (Diztas vocant) delibes

“ ratur.” e oo Hisg lib g pgh,
© % By the laws of'thé Jéws, ‘their King' could not undertake a war abroad withe
" out.the consent of the great Sanbedrim, ., - Wbtloche, Porl. Hist, 3o, 277,

‘1'
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«( do ) -
f;‘t f_"éllbi}fs"_dfat":tfh?"’iifduse'Sf Comimons is bound ‘to malde #t'good. Thei
office then'is only ‘ministerial, viz. to'find Waysand Medns, ' The tik:

which paystlie subsidly; is in fadt imposed by-the: Crown. Ths Hodg
of Commons have no option. Has die Crown a-right ‘without ‘o .

V'i_:'i"‘edy‘? Qui dut fuem dat media. Do you give the énd withoutthe meyng?
Or . is the office and duty of the two Houses of Partiament, ‘on this g,

reduced and- eorifined to ‘the niere privilege’of disproving what they

_ poft 3 *or, at'the utmost, of impeaching ministets for theis advice
_ ,"}w_n‘ thie mischief it Has dorie is jrre rievable 2 Or is “the “modern: dog,
. jt_r’fgle_an,(i-_pr'act.ivée; t0 ‘which-the Have been tauzht to ‘submit, ‘ng.
thibg more than‘a modeiy ustrpation, By which two offices, ‘estentilly
- “distincr, have been gradiaily confounded, ‘and finally wiited in-tlie
Tsaine hz’mcﬁ‘ Wiiich nave insensibly bletidéd: the deliberation witl tlie

b'have gradually confounded thé right with the fir.

‘execution, < whi
‘ma‘ljﬂty,'_‘ an 'i’ subjected a public question, of the ‘most ‘comprehensive na.
“tiohal'imipertance; to the résolutions of seeret juntos, determitied in the
Tast resort by the will 6Fa single’person * +'We do not afirm gesierdlly
“with the' Duke df* Richmond, thar the' Crown ouglit not to - be trusied
- With a negative voice in afls of Legi-ation, * The usetul ‘prerogatives of
- the' Crown would then have no-defence against tlhie two-other bianches
~Tof the Legiclature, if ft could: be- supposed possible’ that-either a cottupt
Lor a wise D@'rliaxz;‘cnt;éo‘u!d"‘z’x't' dny time be digposed-fo ¢icroacton theh

- prerogatives. in ail orher cases; we contend: that the Crown js ‘Bound
16 give its ‘formil sanction 16 such aéts as ‘the” people ‘i Parliament dhiall

. choose §, and is in no ‘case at liberty- to bind‘the nation by tréaties and
. alifances, and midch™fes to plusge it into war “without* the: previcis.de.
~ Tiberation, advice, and"siecific consent of a frwe ayd- Sl Parliatnent |,
. Among'all ‘the duties, %hich have been abandopsd or-betrayed by Par.
ﬁam‘cn‘{scf{ii differeiit charatier, we know of ‘noéne so imporant-as. the
right of deciding ﬂpdﬁ‘war«l‘z’i‘ntf.fpﬁ;acc; ‘now - implicitly surrendéredito the
T ) SRR S S AR Crowi;

. * t Every good political institution must have a preventative operation, as
e well'aga rémedialy andsot truse for e ‘safely, of:the State~to’-subs€qdent pu-

~%¢pishment alone—punishment, which-has ever been:tardy and .uscertain,”’ &,

PR R R ¢ , Burke, .
+ This obje&ion to the royal'negative was taken'from Milton, who says; 'That
“nothing 'can be more aniappy, more dishonourable, more ‘un:afe for' all, than
£ whena wise, grave; -and Topourable Parliament’ shall have Taboused; dehated,
i ued, consulied and contri suted for the public good alltheir counsels in com-
‘be’ then frustrated, disappointed; denied; wnd’ reputsed: by the-single
fi of a magative, &e T VT e Y Likouaclusies, capi sy,
T« New phrases-hdve been inveiited to please: Princes;” or the: sense: of: the old
" stoperverted, as-hids happenéd tothat of "Le. Ryy s'avisera~ :and that, ‘which wasno
et moi-‘:’:‘th‘am;a lilsgrty . tor consalt with-the Lords:on a bill. presented by the €om-
€ “mions,  is by some mien fiow tuken for a #ight. inherent in the King. of denying
~#¢ sugh:bills, “4s rhay. be offered to him by the Lords.and Cominons; though the
Rl vcdro'naziovn, oath. oblige hiim o’ hold, keep, and-defend the - just Jaws and cus-
~8610ms, gas vulgus elégerit?? Do B o Sidniy, seti g4
5 Coticedis justas leges ¢t promittis protegendds.quas-vulgiis elegerit ¥
. : ’ | Vide ancient Coronatipn Oath,  Parl. Hist. xi. 97.
I Lex-justissimia,  provida circumspeétione sacrorum. principum stabilitay hore
Wi ut o d omnes' t ” S s
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‘omhne "‘aB‘"om-xiiBRS upprobetars oo e .
o Writ of Summéhs; 2 g Ed, 1. vide Appendin-10 ik bel. ofiPardDebstes,

. cdnnot prevent, alid"of coddemning a meas re’ which they ake forced 1o

( 21 )

_Crown . nor-any ‘motive so pressing. and so powerful for reforming the

House of Commions; as that of reinsiating thein in’ their original juris

diction, and obliging them to exercise their proper Parliumentary judg-
_.ment over questions, 1n which the people alone have a direct interest, since
,‘they, alone are:the vietims of the war, when' it! fails, and but. too often

when it succeeds, .

. In ancient times, the greatest and the best of ‘our Kings were willing,

. the others were compelled, to submit to the Constitution of their coun-

try, the provisions -of .which were founded in the plainest dictates of

-unerring common “sense,. confirmed. by experience ; :and, evenat later

periods, appearances were thought useful to be preserved; and the sense

- of Patliament admitted to be necessary to ratify and give.effect to every

on¢ of those:acts; which are now supposed to be deterninable by the
sole will and pleasure of the Crown. In 1269, the articles of peace

(awarded by the Pope betweew Edward the First and the King of France}-

% being openly read in Parliamens;, all the clergy and laity gave their

% consent to'them.”  (Tyrell, 3. 133.) In 1344, the Lord Chancellor,

_in. full Parliament,, declared the cause of this summons to be  concern-
. ¢ ing the late truce with Frange, and the breach of it by the French

“ King, &c.. He desired the three estates of the realm to consider: of

- % those things *, &c,” In 13354, Edward. the Vhird consulted His Par-

liament about a peace with France; and demanded of them, Whether

. they, would. assent and agree to a peace, if it might be had by treaty.

. The Commons at:first declined giving a positive answer, and referred the

e

EE

% leyn a les ditcs-Communes,vdarzg‘e’slwou; voillez. assentir. au Tre »i
86 perpetuele, si home le puisse avoir ?Eit les dites Communes respondirent
¢ entieremeént et uniement, 0, 0i/+.” In 1360
- thus authorised by his Parliament, confirmed: the long depending treaty .
- eoncluded at Bretigny, he did it in ‘the following words: ¢

. 8

degision to the King and.the Lords.. - The Lord Chamberlain would not

I, -accept of this answer,. but repeated the question, They all unanimouily
weried out, 0il, Oil; Yea, yea.  Sur qlen response ‘dist le Chaumber-

de Pees

» when the King,

7e, by
““ our royal authority, with the deliberation, counsel, and: consent
¢ of several Prelates, and men of Holy Church, as also Dukes, Earls ;

+ “*as well of our linage as others; with many. Peers of England as of
- ¢ ather great Barons, Nobles, Burgesses and sther sabjefls of our.reaim, _
“% do’consent and confirm the said treaty; -and all: other. things . therein

&6

¢ spon 2s he could, cause the treaty to' be sworn- and kept by his chil.

. % dren, and the greatest part of the Prelates: of the’ Church, and” the
-“¢ Earls, Barons, and Nobles of the realim 77, 'In thie 13683, Edward

the. Third summened a Parliament on purpese. to consult them con.

P cerning the terms of a peace proposed by David Bruce, King of Scot..

land; < concerning which terms of peace, -the. Lords and. Commons be-
“ing asked their advice, gavein their answers severally to-one and the
¢ same effect, viz. || thatzhey'.conld not assent to.any such peace, upon any
" account, without a-disherison of the King, his heirs, and crown, to
which they themselves ‘were sworn; and: therefore must advise him
‘‘not to heatken' any such proposition.”” ‘In ‘the year 1421, Henry
the Fifth laid the peace of T7gpes before Parliamient, ‘and: it is observed

¢

‘ 7*; Parl, Hxst i 2‘-.76";“ T = Rot.: Par]98Ed iIII.,j P@r;. Hist. i ,36‘1.‘
4 Tyrell iii, 638-g. I Tyeelly i 6340 .

&
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“ contained.” "And finally, the * King promised that he would, as .-




A,

fn the Parliamentary History, ¢ that it seems as-if this- Parliament way
“““principally called /o5 zhe confirmation of this peace.” The. account ngm
of this transaction, in the saine history, is so important, and so i_rhimdlatéf}"
in poirit, that we shall fnsert it as i¢ stands §. . * "The article. of mo A
*“ that comes next on the rolls, js 2’ formal” instrument drawn and eq.
. *¢“tered, containing. the whole Pagliamcnt’s approbation and ratificatioy
T Tof ‘the: peace coneluded at Tropes, between Henry King' of Engla L o
U] eeond Chales the: oeh Ring, which was done May 21, 1420, ju s fct, we receive from the. Crown. Defore a free and independent Par.
o yﬁarhg; OTE.  Anc as :tlus‘: peace hggi':bgeerlﬂra;xﬁeid. and confirmed by‘ ffament, We should have no doubt .ot being able to demonstrate, if it.
Lt ag of Dok Ttance, n a Parlfament ausembled at Paris on wafe, necessaty, out of the records and autheotic History of England,
| egotliday of December 1t before, so now the soveral articles of jt, hat the greatest and wisest of our Kings subinitted themsclves 1 #he di
" being first carifully read and examined, were I 'the same maniter agread Gy ar Parlivnint o makins ms o popimatted them,

L 20 and confiymed by. the three estates of Ergland, in Jull. Parliamisy -

23 ) L

o, war. Tt othier ‘instances, the . prefogative. operates mote in detail,,
nioys {ndividuals, o acts with partial views, on, the ‘spur of an occas
with alimited effect., Whereas ‘the power of making war
iinrelends all ‘the rest, and, the moment: t is -exercised, becomes e

g{slaf' s and absolute over every right and: property, which a frec nation ]

ought to keep at its own disposal #.” The law o  war is 4 law of necessity,

N i

ich life, ‘property, and liberty’ must give way ;. and -this law,, in

velioryof. P@;f/;‘a>,gf'71: mmaémg muar + B and, more pgiif‘ticula.r;ly,} ghat : m :
‘ ““agsernbled’ at Westminster.” : this manner were" the wars” in France, by E}giw)a;d_;hg l:hxrgl,'_?nd, i
Now'the tiibee ororele L Scotland, concluded upon debage ; that ‘bgd‘Km’g’s were taught their duty - -
I o g, creaties of peace, concluded at Bresig 2. | when they niegle€ted 1, that, in all cases of foreign war, it was especially.
i p‘foﬁdc“d,; that }zéf"(n‘_éz}z”;/aoz‘{ll be destrained or arged ag;{fh;{ his awill, 10 go out.
of bis country.” In case of public defence against. foreigners, ¢ men were
' summoned upon their /egiznuce, as anciently was used, This was the.
*¢ course of defensive war for all men, insuch cases; are bound by the
 law of natare: to_defénd their own country from invasion, in order to
«' the ‘safety of their own -estates and habitations 3" and that they, who.

nd Troges, ate nof

[}

‘only by far the most' tmportant in the English - Histoty, but in-m;

re
I
cern;’ (
tion had no direét interest. _They were eminently honourable to the,
English, and the Princes, by whom. they were negotiated and. prepared,
i - were at the summit 'of personal glory air)d_"pppulgrity,f.V:'h‘ic_h usually at.

p&&s%r&such ‘asseeni Jeast to have wanted t’lie‘-conﬁr‘x'na“uon: of aﬁiEng}:.
arliament, 'They related principally to ‘objects of a foreign con.
to acquisitionis and dominion on the C ntinent, in which this na.

e

N

s on miliare o o personal glory and popularity, Asualy e | accompanied our Kings in their foreign wars, weré either paid by themy
. tends on military Succeis. - A more fyvourable opportu ity can hardlybe W O bound by tenure for a limited service, and not by keianer. | Particu. |
., imagined to hé}x'e.;egcertc;‘ds and confirmed the prerogative, if it were S04 i larly it appears, that Henry the Fifth, * in order fo raise_troops for the 3

oo tOhf{VC;C!‘Cﬂf precedent in favour of the Ctown, to bind. the na. [ ar against France, made indentures with the Nobility and  Gentry, i

4 tom, without its conent, by treaties With foreign powers, e, in. W o S for a sum of o ble anortarlc e
} ,

* whereby they engaged, for a sum of money payable quarterly, tosup-

* ply him with’ a certain number of foldiers, either foot -or horse." I

j [AQa regia, p. 2.2. Rymer, 9 vol, anno 1414.] S i

A e % e b dov st o Fipally, ¢¢.that the King cannot engage the people either to make, i

gp}y_have‘beqnjm_gom‘plct-e‘,r but inefetu; The right of Parliament to i “’continiie, or deterinine any offensize war without their consent, nor.

,  yverpose, and the necessity of their confirmation, must have be nroos M« compel them to arm themselves, nor command them out. of their.
{  riousand unquestionable; or certainly it would' n sealed N ; Lompel thel » | Lhems ; ol commangd m.out. o1 the.

4 these in_stgiﬁceé,’i,aéﬁéli as i ers, we find that’ Pa iament,
4 was'expressly called upon-to 7atify and co " previous negotiatidas,
" and conclusions of the Executive Power, without which they* would not

in numberless oth

ever have beén ap o A, or firacs ey oL €of . ont 2
S e ; ; Doy et e v A el appReal | counties for war, or impose military cha € upon them against their
i and submitted to; in such circumstances, and by such monarchs as Ed.. | free consent, or ’cohtrar)g to the knbzm'.laif e HIEm 2ganst. thy i
A . ~y. e : R STV T ? R ’ * e CoL Y ', . ’ | Sty : i
i ‘ward the Third and Henry the F ifth§, - FYour treaties appear to have been concluded in March and April, 1793, %

] “Peace of itself is a blessin g, which 3ll'men are willing to teceive, with.,
Il4  outquestioning the power that confers it. " Yet even this benefit our i
cestors would not accept of frem the Crown, unléss they” were parties fo
i it themselves by ‘previous ‘deliberation “and cotisent. Ts it credible thidt
the sanie persons, who were so scrypulous about the right of concluding % WL ian EEREEL o o G
a peace, would haye \(t\r_usted lhe CKOWn.‘ with 2 power, 59.@“‘3!‘ more i C® I S‘catland, A(ﬁi arient pcace and v?/‘vla‘r,(_, 1703-5, dccia’:cs, w .T‘h‘,at ‘affiﬁl." her,
important in all its effects and operatio involve them in the mises. ' Maiestis & and fai eirs of her bodv. nb bering’

vies of war, ‘to pronourice such 4 curse, and to impose sucha calamity on... W« Queen’of Scotland ayd England,’ shall 'h

b bythe King’s ministers, ‘with[Sardiaié;‘ Russja, and Hesse | Cassel.. By, »
- one of them the nation has . been bound by the Crown to pay a foreign |
prince £'200,000 per annum, ¢ Auring ehe whole coyrse of the wwar, and, B
O L L e f.onog.
e |

i Majesty®s decease, and failzicing ‘heirs: of her body, no person being King or

" the sole power’ of maKing war,

. Ll Vol i gl 0 . e .. 1 . . - B I 3 . . § RPN P o s
themselves and their posterity ? 1t 15.not our Immediate intention to go- “withodt cdnsent of Parliamene, " Rescinded afier the Union, 6 Ana 1.

e e

¥ v

farther into the investigation of this question. ‘That will be the duty of ; -+ N Bacon, ii. 6a. ¢ PR i b ST
a free Parliament;.and” we trust it.-will constitute, -as-: by dits importance B gy when Henry the Third ‘dési'ret:i ari aid ‘of hi people; the Parliamieny © . |+
it ought,. one of the figst objects of their attentjon. Ali' the other pows' I teplied; That these things had . been done ‘without advising with them and, segw'
ers, assumed or pretended to under the name of prerogative; are insigni- | Issheyawere firee from the faulty they -ought mot to Pa"lw‘f’ajz; :“;:;JE-U;"I’S'?‘?'GM{ Lo
fo nt | - DAL Wi ) ini ¢ 1 1 SIS Gl e e s Locdtato rarssy b, 569, 000 it
ﬁca’_nt.‘i}.]; thecompamon Wlth that_ of Plungmg ‘?jl?f‘f:n?q?n,%lll'ts Pleaf::g k : }p}x 24;2',‘~~upc')n lii's'engagmgjin a war with ‘France, for which he watxtcj» 7mo,-, I
AT o S : . o P ey, the Parliamens said, ¢ They wondered he. would underzake so difficult and
i “ dangerous 4 business, without their adiice and-assent. o . Ditta, g1%. e
§ Un Roy de Pologne ne ¢ faire ol Ja Guerre ai la Palx sang l'aven de. la

D S8 el S o

S oo

O i
Eres

v

RIS CoarcFog viv s

s

f farl‘ I:Il-s‘t' !i.' ,.‘701‘ T P S NPT COR S N L
“+ "Philip de Cuhmines says, ¢ That it is the “custom of "France to'record al} :
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@E ¢ treaties in the Court of Parliament . of Paris, otherwise they.-are of na force™ o Vie dé Sthieski; 1. 359 ) I
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# not to ronclude a peace’ with Frange, without comprehending 1y 4
*¢_the entire restitution to his Sadinian Majesty of all the parts of hig.dg,

*¢ mimons, which belonged to him at the-commencement of the war, apy

¢ of which the aforesaid enemy has obtained possession, o
¢ may hereafter obtain possession during the course of hosu]i

of ‘which it
{',TeS- L Th‘g )

Conventions with Russia contain engagements of the same nature,’ iy e

* turn for which the British commerce and navigation is 1o be’ favonred

inthe Black Sea,.and ihe Sea of Azoph ! By the treaty with' Hesp
ks } M oy b I3

0. consider-the inter

Cassel, the Landgrave is bound
Great Britain as bis o,  Fle is
troops:completely equipp’d, whi
placed in staru guo (wheneverthey-are se
this nation; and which trosps may be ¢

h are to be ‘paid for, reer
iz sent back' to Him) at't

,‘np?‘?yéd i Gleat Bii

Jand.: These treaties were laid on the table of tlhg}_fjllpgse of “Cont
mons on Monday the 17th of June, or'between two"and t

after they were severally concluded. * The Ileuse did not
Tuesday: and Thutsday “following, and cn Friday the’ z1st

i rests of the “kine g
bound to lend his Mazjesty

8506 of his
ot

18 expence ¥

a5 op P

hrés montly
“sir onthe
+the parlia.

ment was prorogued.  We offer no'chservation on the ‘alarming natufs

of some of ‘these_engagements, and on the' importance ‘of all of therh,
"What we contend for is, that they ought to have had the ‘previotis coh.

N

-imenity, and to the fr

sent of parliament. To lay them before parliament at a périod of the
session. too late to allow ofa discussion, is no parliamentary” communicd-

tion,., Neither the time hor the attendance would admit of it, *'6'¢ludg -

a discussion, by immediate adjournment and ‘prorogation, is ‘to confess

rthat the measure would hot ‘bear examination, even in the present Houst

.of Commons. -But, even gn the 15th of June, zl_,fgce' ;‘}r}d‘ fixll“'parli}{.
ment would not have separated without laying their opinion of ‘such tred.
ties before their constituents. In the ‘beginning of the present ‘centiurg,
the House .of Commons’ resolved to impeach four of kimg Willidm’s

- priacipal ‘ministers, for havin g made the {atal treaty of partition; durii;

-tbe sitting. of parliament and “without the.advice of the same. ‘;§f24rh_‘;'M§;¢'
Having stated the fundamental principles of the plan we havein view,
and proceeding s nearly and strictly as wé can-upon the ancient high-

-ways of the Constitution,. v shall now lay before you ’wﬁha;t w‘e(,fhlr;k -
Qught to. be the practical application of these principles. They, who |

-know what difficulties we' have, to encounter, ifthey concur with ‘us i
:general,” will ‘he most ready to make allowances for _anyk‘rbmg'ﬁrhg( may
- appear imperfect, or at ;ﬁr\stsvlgh‘_t.;gn.prg,;xg:ablq in the MEasures We re-
- ¢ommpend. . We confide in odr principles, because .t‘h{:y are those:
-aacestors, - The. rest we submic to the serious considerationi e con
’ ' iendly correction of wise indi yxdules§ have no
interest or object, but, in'a general honest thorght, 10 o’ :hcvrbsstksgr‘.
vice we.can to our COANALY, O at least.to those who shall come after us.

Vbat onrimmediate personal rewars

- C

s likely to be, e perfectly knosy.
- Every man,. who seriously attempts to serve the English public, dees it

T i X " N O BE TG S .
-at his peril. He may hiope to suceeed, but not with impunity, The'great

s

object, whichevery plan of parliamentary reform, as if\"e:;lll'lak‘_s’_. ours, pro-
fesses o hiave in-view, is to obtsin a free independent House of Com-
-mons, really elected by, and representing the Commons of the kingdom,

vwhoarein fact the nation. “To make it so, it must ‘be-chosen by means,

- whigh ghall exclyde the interposition of power, and the influence of cor-

o €p 1t 50, the'choice of new represgutatives must
auption, Lo keep it 50, tixc oo, Tepreseat M endy

- Ty calls a full Parliament*.

ever it may be, the na

( 25.)

quently revert to the people.  When these foundations are laid, we are
sensible, that™ skill, contrivance, and’ resclution, will *"be “required
fo extricate our -principles out ' of d(ifﬁ‘éul:tiés"; of fact, and to raisé-and
_compleat the superstructure. . The great _security’ against corriip ion 1is,
that the right. of voting should be extended to “siuch’ numbers ‘ds’cdiinot
by any possibility be corrupted ; and that the individual vote should® be
of so little moment, as not to be ‘worth pu rchasing “at’ any " price. " The
great security, against influence or faction, is that the exerdise of thé tight
shall be extended. to “such _persons only as” have an ‘interest in’ peace and
good order, who have something tolose by tiot. and confision,,and’ wha,
#rom their circumistances and situation, are not likely to be ‘at the dispo-
sal.of the executive power, orofits ministers and agenis, or to band thern,

selves into factions under the guidance of powerful great men; or popiilr

aders, o - S
fe"‘w,hlib,ut aiming at perfect exactness,'which may be unattainable, and
‘would be immaterial if it were possible; the Right of Elettion ouglit'to
be distributed with equality over every part of the kingdoin, so that every
part ﬂmay"bggrg:glly,??epiés§h;§d » and all men may know that they" are.: so,
“The ancient titles of the Comunons in Parliament, @iz, Totus popitlus cosia
mynitatis, and tola communitas regni, shew plainly that the whole’people
of England were supposed to be present,  Their presence made ‘what the
lia *. Facts of every kind; that stand “in the way
of this operation,  muyst universally give way, If we listen to'the ‘claims
.of possession, or prescription, of franchise, and charters; of fictitious
.rights and- establishments, or real wiongs and abuses, and if these must
all be examined and satisfied, befote the public work is undertaken and

‘before the people are restored to the enjoyment and exercise of their coni- ,

onright, the task 1s impracticable and the object can néverbe ‘obtained.
The knots 2 e too many, and too difficult, to be untied;” T he power of
.the nation must be animated by its ‘spirit, and directed by its “virtue; to
surmount the obstaclés, which cannot be removed. -Somic' private inte-
xests must be sacrificed 5 some persanal privileges: must be sursendered; or
‘xaghcr,_th_e){vaSt be enjoyed in a different form, They, who contribute
to.the improvement and secprity of the commonwealth, will receive their
retribution, not by dividing the common stock inextravagant Iots amon Iy
afew, but by sharing justly atid impartially in the "blessings that belong
to anequalised well ordered governiment, In the new distribution, what-
{ aatural weight of property will always ' preporderate
In the degree it oy ght to do. " We do'not propose’ or wish to change any
thing, which can be 1¢ft in its'present shape-and station, consistently with
the accomplishment of the main object, 'No man; who now POssesses'a

~Yote for-a. member of Parliament, will be deprived” of it by this plans

To every fair and honest purpose it will be the same voté; though wot to
any other, - Undoubtedly it will'be ot valuable in “the* common ac.-
cepted sense. of valuation, because it ‘will not - be- worth’ ‘buying” and
hardly worth soliciting, - When the” Ele‘&o_rc'has";'s‘omeéh‘if;g to “give
and nothing to sell, his inclination and his judgment will probably g0
together, and | determing ‘him in favour: of ‘the’ worthiest 'Candidate,
atrie function and proper’ office’ of the many is 't choose the fow.
The numbers and ;p"r;‘ol')'ok{ioxis: sctiled at’ the uniow; to reptesent- the
B O o SR A T whole

. Interesse enim eo. ‘le}"cnt‘l;,yom‘rms intelligimur,: (Petyt.” Jiis Taflitp: 1 )
fyus-cunque amplitudinis, status, aut dignititis, &es SR P

TR SR L IORNPY

-




i P

whole kingdom inparliament, may be adhered to. The present numbey i b e ' 7 , ) -

are sufficient for every useful purpose of disctssion, if they were engroeqs B you vote,  there can be but little left to contend upon as to the Right

‘or compelled toattend their duty, and. not too many for the transafticy % of Eleftors toyote,”  "Tlien indeed it would be true, ** that all other
of any.. business, that ought to be transacted. The ddvantage'of yiny. B  * questians, that could afford ground forapetition, would be trifling and

‘merous attendance is that questionable measures 'would not " proceed with.  might be decided in one day.”  This improvement ‘of itself would re.

out strict question, and long debate; and that measures, positively g % 1';eye the House of Commons from one of 1ts 'present most vextious and

could not proceed at all, Those, on the otheér hand, that were evidendy B dilatory occupations, in which the time, attention, and labout" of 'the
for the good of the country, would not be attended with'half so miich dc. members, who sit on.committees, is prodigally wasted, and many inpor-
Y po F asse tant days lost in every session by the glu_xﬁi'c‘u]ty‘{x"t‘c.r‘éate"s,,, of getting ‘eveh

-1ogmembers together to makea house, - We.appeal to the common sense

of mankind, if.it be.not a scandal and a mockery to the name of a Par-

Jiament, that such a difficulty should exist in a sin, le instance, that, when

558 areappointed to agtend,  ther should be many days in the most ac-

I tive and busy parts of eyery session, in which 1 Qp‘men}bp‘rs, gnd some, in
gentlemen in general come up as laté, ‘and go away as soon as'they cah, [ -which.even 40 are notto befound ? " In'the last session, with a'foreign
Oflate years, -a most atrocious. practise ha almost uniformly prevailed; [  warjust declared, and treasonable plots and conspiracies suspected, or at
that is, the session has been protracted to a late period in the summier. W " Jeast, proclaimed. to exist all over the kingdom, the .Speaker was cbliged
on parpose to drive all the independent membersaway.' Who thenare W to adjourn the house nine times for want of the presence of one hundred
likely to stay, but those who are ‘paid for it ? ‘Numberless things'are @  members, and nine times for want of thirty-nine besides himself. ~ Such

-~ done rapidly in thin houses, which would not be attempted, orcould wics f arc the delays incident to volyatary attendance. On the contrary, if greac
great difficulty succeed infull ones. The Minister, whoever he: iﬂay:be; ' numbers, are forced or engaged to attend, they will dispatch' the business

lay as the very best are subjec to at present. Ineve y popular as’sémbl)} o
however ill constituted, ‘a, numerous “attendance helps to let thié ‘public E
sense 1n some degree into the debate, tho' not into the decisibn, | Whete E
Members of Parliament are not compelled to ‘a regular “atténdance; the %

y :

‘consequence is that the business of the nation is, for the most'part, done [
by a selet set of men, who ought least of all to be trusted, ~The country B

as long as the present system continues, ‘will fin many facilitiesand grear [

for their awn sakes, that they may not be detained from thejr private af-

convenience, in transacting business in thin houses. - Some 'things cannot faits; and they will dispatch it well, because it is impossible that many
g be deferred ; but in general every thing, ‘that cin, is put off to the close or maserial faults can escape the eyes of numerous observers. The anony-
" of the session ; and then of course the lateriess of the season is made 4 plea mous compiler of the Lex Parliamentaria, published above a hundred
E for dispatch, thatis, for passing a heap of bills togéther, without inguity yearsiago, says, p. 8. % ¢ It is to be observed that, when there s best
... ordebate. Outof an establishment of 58 members, only 4o aresufi. *. appearance, there is the best success in parliament. At a piarliament,
i, clent to constitute a house, and of these 21 arc'a majority capable, cumme «£5.qth Henry sth, ofithe Lords Spiritual and Temporal there appeared
i{ iwre, of deciding on the mostimportant quéstions: Vet even this teduced - % .but thirty, and there was but one act passed, and of no great weight.
.- - number, in many cases; is not real, butsupposed tobe present by mutial % Insoth Edw. 3d, all the Lords ap}')ealfedi"mﬂe“rs"on‘,’;ind'inoltw one by
W connivance and consent. - When proper’ medsures are taken to ensure 2 B ““.proxy ; and so many excellent things were done, that it was called
4 ‘numerous attendance, we are of opinion that not léss than ©  membérs B % Bonum Parliamentum.” And pot only what they did was good in' the
i present should constitute a house.  Small numbers are easily managed by “‘ matter, but extraordinary in_the quantity. 1 he Ifai‘lmmfentg;y History
e government ; aud at best dwindle into a ‘sran’d.ﬁ)‘g senate. The history of < (1343)states, ¢ That this Parliament sat’ only" frg)x;i' the }atte‘r’ end of
Iy Lurope shews how frequently senates, conclaves, and even the ele&oral , S April 1376, to the 6th of July fg_llomﬂr"xg : ‘3,,1‘?“2;??'53?5{9,“ than ‘any
3R colleges have been, and how easily- théy ‘may be ‘corrupted.” “But; ina | % webave yet met with; and really the muivupl'l'c‘xty )of*busu\;es’s»dqne n
. Jull Parliament, chosen promiscuously, and “for short services, as juris J|  “.it, asin impeachments, &c. besides the petitions of the commons,
arey; corruption would be impratticable, at least to “such an extent, as to | which of themselves amounted t6" 223 “separate articles, will make it
gy makedit effeCtual, Asto the dispatch of the real businéss of parliament, J - amatter of wonder now, how so much could be gone through in'so.
fif ~ wedeny that a numerous attendance would be any impediment, In the +¢¢ lirdle time; ~ Add to this, the King'fal'ing sick at Eltham; the whole
[l fist place, there would be an end, or nearly so. of comtenred lelons ‘¢ Parliament adjourned thither, wherc all the petitions of the Commons
iy ; +The' ence, 2 &5 were read and answered.  And to $hew' that alt the people of England

. - . L L. B oy g S B ¢ PR [
on the plan we have in view, ¢ 1 The vast expence and delay of petitions |
“° to Parliament, on account of il |

Rrang:

# were well pleased with ,tbé/groéee'diugs of this Patliament; ‘it was for a

e

i egal returns, would be reduced almost § ve ‘ e
ksg} *“tomothing. . The points,, on which these contests generally tirn, are ¢ long time after called. the G Aleantent.” o :
ggl *¢ the qualifications of the ele¢tors, under the numberléss restiictions the ; o The ihdiﬁptlxsableAs,é:fvic,:c’s'qf parliament, to “say ?}OQUDgf Qf" t'fl?ll' du-
Fil **-present laws have imposed, which reqirire the atténdance of witnesses, J ‘ties, make it superflious to insist.much on the ‘necessi ty of their meet-
gx < the production of records; and are subjed “Rut, ; ing every year, and sitting.a competent tithe.~ As long as the supplies ase

“

<

, u of records; . bject to infinite dispute.- : ting. mpetent time. * As long as the ‘Supphe
:when-no other qualification shall be necéssaty,” but that of occupying - annyally voted, that point is secured. Were it lezel‘\v:se,', ;he Justice of
a specificsituation, ostensible: and . notorious, in the division for which ithe kingdam, might . be at a stand by an ln::ermlssxor‘mrofﬁthg-‘parl1a111en;,
N L g .«which 1s “the highest court in'judicature.’ The object to' be specially
LTI e provided for is the annual choice of a new House of Commons, that
o D2 o : “there

¥ Senatovi, qni nec aderit, aut causa, aut culpa esto,
: Cic, de¢ Leg. g ‘ o
' o 4e Leg. 8. . P e
S P 0§ “# Gravitatem res habet,. cum frequens ordo est.

+ Duke of Richmond. e Senat
: : v Cicere de Senatus
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iht:m&haH be frequent parliaments as well as frequent sessions. - Op this B o to maifitain in the second, “he has given hostages - to saciety,
pomt'we shall content ourselves with appealing to the authority, and % gu'ch asstation deserves confidence, and should be made respeclable, that -
using the words of a person onge eminent in this country, as much greare;  [§ all men:may “be prompted dnd eiicouraged 1o rise to it by industry’
aiid better. than our own, ¢ ¥ The wisdom of dfr consti‘mtibg hath,. B ;nd so0d condut. ~ Out of the numbers, who now have votes under
<. iought fit thut the representatives of the people should not have'time JIE anendless variety of different and disputable qualifications, we' appre-
** toforget thiat they are such; that they are empowered to a& Sorthe. B hend there would be very few, who would not continte to vote as house .
*¢ people, and not ggpa x5t them.  Ina wotd, our constitation'teans the . 8 holders. The -number of parishes in England and Wales are gg13. " If
- ** the miembers of this bedy should be kept, “as it were, to their good itcould be supposed, which we know to be far from the fa&, that the.
“beha\murbv ,t‘hg'fg‘éq:uer}t returns of new ele@ions. It does: alf that: i Lumber of. houses occupied of' tenanted in éach @f;hésg‘,pa‘fishe's" were
* aconstitution can do, a1l that can be done by legal provisions, to - B nearly equal; it would be an edsy operation to carry otr plan into inime- .
:‘_ “cure the' interests of the p,eéplc, by. maintaining: the integrity of thejr [l diate execution. By dividing the number-of parishes by the number of

¢ “trustees ; and, Test all this should fail, it, gives frequerit Opportunities W rembers to be returned, viz. -£X3_ every 19 parishes would Teturn one.

. tos .tb;e; PCOP.I“?‘FO sccure, the;r interests 't_he‘mseli\jgs,’ by amending theiy. membet or thereéabouts, or the precise. distribution mighe stand thus,
cloice of the' wstees 3 s0° that, as a’ bad king must stand in awe of an Gn e ‘ ' Parishes . « « . .1

““ horest parlidment, a corrupt h_oqse of commons must stand in awe of

Qe v A ot f 347 divisions .of ixg_pai'i‘shes,v- and.] 6593 .
*“ an honest people.” N o 513 { divisions of ishes g AR
‘The established divisions of the kingdom niay Be'p'reservecf for all tha S 166 . I_Y Hions ot 2o paris ‘es. o __.332? TR

purposes for which they were constituted, and for all the purposes which
they sefve at present, except thesingle a& of elefting miembers of patlia.
‘ment, “For every service but that, the existing corporations, charters,
franchises, privileges, &c. may be continued in their present form, = Cop.
cerning their general utility in all other respects, we eniter into no quess.

tion, becéuse‘que"have‘but one objedt, to take the choice of the Houge

. : , QLG o v
Each tetutning one member would be as fair and equal an allotment of -
the 'whole number of members to be returned among the. whole number -
of parishes as the case would admit of, or the service would require, - But:-
this ‘easy and’ obvious course cannot be exactly followed, because the. -
number of houses in different parishes being egrmmlgly une,qufal,i. tl:ie.ﬁlan“
it in ind o ST ‘ ne 1 . would fail in one of its essential properties, and fall short: of its - declar-.
it in the-hands of thie many, to whom it belongs by common right. * No ed purpose, viz. the equal repfeselr)ltation of all-parts of the kingdom, -
man shp uld be capabl.e of sitting in FParliament, who does not possess a BB The remedy however is not difficalt. An order ‘of the House- of '
landed property sufficient to make him independent, if he pleases to be so, ¥ Commons should be obtained, ‘to_direct the proper officers of the res-
venue to make up and lay before the Hoyse a list of the numbers and
names of every parish in every county, with the number of houses: -

of Commons out of ‘the hands of a few E‘rivileged persons, and replace

ity of the trust, Whatever it may be fixed at, effeftive care must be ti;‘

e 1 Afiner gAY DE must be | paying taxes in each parish, at a given period. . Usiil we are in'pos- -
i{“} utl;ar tge qndllljﬁi'sﬁfon shall be real and compleat to its ‘ominal b scssion of that specific return, we must state it hypothetically, inorder'to .
mount, 3'11 L Dot held'in trust or borrowed.  On proof of a fiitious or | shew what use. we mean to make of it. Suppose: the .whole: number.
scanty qualification; the party convicted should vacate his seat. The de- i of hotises==x==1,2 31,200, then - the number . of  houschelders entitled -

i\ . scription of roperty, which a ~cordi ‘ lews H ’ o L -
p 2L property, 14t once, according to our views and ideas, strictly to return one member to Parliament, would,be».ﬁiﬁv‘ Then the

g andarxfulqth;er\{espc&s}, corresponds most compleatly and effeGtually with the ; twh‘?le ’."imi;.e;r Qf,}pan‘shgs s})}xoglc}"be z_d;o .,dw_“ ed m;o 5 :g_lot»\s, ,fa.ch.- til(‘)e
o I" general principles which we have laid down, is that of a householder pay. ; QC‘?S’S f% sucil a ﬁ“&n ter otz parishes ﬂsbm?’}' , [OBcther con 3“; !
ab 4 . . . . ] g . . 17 T
‘?5, “ in td)fﬁS‘. { h? go.lt.of, property, which constitutes this qualification, has i‘gtrﬁoert 3@;;33? e?-nv Z nO x:; 3 n;,o ne mgn 1.uer, ”tzo ?(;400: Oxt!???.r );’ <Sg’,
1 the advantage of being open, ostensible, and incapable of being disputed, | “l _5eTC 1o tractions, and lye cont 5 Oi’i,s. 0 ORS, anotiet, ,,ﬂb:v
i 'It;llldlC_afes a.real residence, andlmphesa stationary interest in the place, W posstble, round the .prlpmpal pans‘h of the ivision, »vgv‘.:xxch shqgld e
i | . for which the vote is given, and the Representative chosen. The mi-~ @ thecenter of the eleftion, and at which the setarns from the other pa-
it nister of the parish church, who may authenticate the receipt of " the vote - rishes should be received and made up, and the elettion declared. As
§§ by his testimony, or the magistrates and parish officers, who may attend | 0 the time and trouble, ‘which. such- an operation would require, it is
T el e e
iy ) £son, who 1s not their parishioner ‘or 'who'doe pecupy 1 i AD.C, wher ! ervice: { L, Duat it .
3 s house in their parish.  Besides Pthc Posseés.ion' of a‘ocgr(;le;ét];?l; ;:g;}e?’t)’a ‘ | [ould be far froma difficult task ; and we venture o assert that, in the
i ofwhich the occupation of a house paying taxes s a ‘sufficient presumﬁj }  hands of a@tive and intelligent persons. ‘it would not take half ‘the rime
B tivecvidence, a houscholder has other qualities, which' ought 'to re- and labour, which many committees of the House of Commaps are forced
gige an e VT ’ ) 4 . . ’ . P . PR I ';-.-,;... . ¢ o™
commend him to a {?VOH.F@!>IQ distincion, and particulatly to the trust , to lemp;oy in'settling or d‘xsl?‘os;mg of the ﬁ&;t}gﬂg .zrght of voting, and
! in-question. . He s’ necessarily the master, and probably the father” In heating a thousand perjuries in-support of it] in that base and fri-
1‘5:&‘ of a family, " In the first  instance, he has a personal “credit and re-’ J  olous business, called, the Trial of a contested Llection for 2 sinjle

‘toiten. Borough, ’

o F | Each-division might be'described by the name of the principal parish,
* Lord Bolingbroke’s Dissertation on Partics, p. 137, B which the final retarn from all of then is made up.  The form of the

" new




( 30°)
ts, and the form of the new returns, the mode of .rionﬁhitiﬁé
the candidates, and paying the expences attending the eletions, are mar
ters of mere formality and detail, which. may be easily: arranged and ;.
pozed of by the parish vestries, . St s
.. Wedo not pretend to limit the amount of the wages, Whiéh,ought}‘t(‘;
be paid to every Member for his.daily attendance in Parliament.. Byt it
may -be useful to shew that, on any reasonable principle, it cannot cregg
an.expence, which, in such a case, ought to be.considered, Suppose, for
#xample, -that, out of ;58 Members, 500 should attend constantly dyr.

C o3r )

returning officer, and transmit the returit on ‘t‘he ‘fqll‘c_)wing. dux to the
central parish, wliere th_c:H_lgl’lﬁ'Sher_xff c.)rﬂ‘_lius D_elpu_ytxc»s,. lfr\(zer propc;
checks; and in presence of thg c’ar_vxc:hdate‘s_,‘ sh'(}n‘x‘ylrd examine t\e . ;qu'a
retorns, report publicly the n‘ur‘nb.er of votes given to: eac!}:- Szm‘h ate in
each parish, and declare the election. A listof the'vorets in every pi’i
Fish, divided ander the names gf ‘ phg: caxlflxdatgs;_ fqr ;wbon? ‘tlisz_y- v_ot;
respectively, should be stuck up as soon as possible. oo the _d‘(’.)f\‘fr:“‘(v)i'\ the
“We know of no function more rcsgec_tabl‘e,"o; daty m0(9f131txmat§1}7
conneeted with the preservation of: religion than ‘that, which, by this

dng-a session. of 100 days, which. we belicve to be a very largeal. §i tan, ‘fhould be assigned 'to the Clergy. ™ A service so 'important to the
J(a,wance,»and.,-receive.ijrty,‘,shi‘ll_iﬁgs, a day,. the whole ‘charge would p]“orz,\ls as well 4s useful ‘to the civil interests of the coremunity, and per-
"not-exceed £'i00,000. . At £ 3 aday, it would. not. exceed 7 150,000, . ?o'rmc.d" as undoubtedly it would be, would at once secure us against the
On the contrary, as-the aiual attendance, -from a multiplicity of causes | scandalous practises of Returning Officers, would awe the Multitude, ‘and
and accidents, would probably fall very short, upon the whole, of whe B raise the Clergy in the respict aud esteem of the People. We ‘do "not
‘we have surposed: and allowed, . the charge would fallshort in - the sape i mean to make them returning officers; but to act as-a chetk: over ‘the
-proportion -of the amount stated ;. on:.this .condition always, that stud H wh“ole operation ; to piescrve order by their presence, and to sec¢ure the
-regulations are made and obsetved,  with respect to, the degree of speciic ! veracity of the return by their inspection and attestation. Whenever this
atiendance on each day, which is to entitle the Member to the wages of [ or any other effectial Plan” of Reform shall be ‘adoptedy ene edrdition
the day... But, let the total cost be .what it would, we affirm that the j will be essential to its‘swccess; that ‘the whole measure! shalli move togé-
‘objeft Is worthy-of it. . .A.full and free_Parliament would soon reduce the B ther, and act at once: with all its force. Giadual alterations’ or partial
-public expence, .in .a multitude of ruinoys -or unnecessary articles, and 'imp;e\iémentvs, though just annd prudent in the tetrenchient rof expeices
‘ amprove: the pubiic revenue.to ten times the amount in question. But, | and in the reduction of establishments, ‘are intheir nature unequal to"the
~even if nothing were ultimately saved by it, but the enormous sums tiow removal of a rooted; inveterate abuse. To prutie tht vicious ‘plant i3°to
ruinoufly squandered, and a thousand times worse  than wasted, . at elec. strengthen.and improve it. . . R
‘ . tlens, that-saving alone would be cheaply paid for. L B ﬁubch is the Scheme or-outline of a Parliamentary Reform, which,
+"One of the principal and most-material causes of -complaint against the after long deliberation, we have determined to tecommenid: to the ‘sober
i present mode of.election, is, that instead ot being a grave, -réspeitable, [ thoghts and serious corisideration not- oitly of the Commons of (G reat
‘and selemn .adt, as it ought.to be, the actual condud of ele@ions in ge- i Britain but;of every individual in every rank of Societyy and of every
aeral,. o too often, exhibits nothing but a scene of riot, druskenness, | order in the Constiturion, - It corresponds with the declared pi‘iudp]esy
1 debauchery, .prosti.tufion,vand:.p@z»jlu‘y . Witness:all the statutes, that have and we believe would cffectually answer ‘the intentions. of thisvb;ocxcty.
7 been made in the. course-of . the present eentury, to.corret these disot. i On' the general principles of this plan; our opinion-is-formed. - If z‘lri?et—
ders,. ;and to-ne purpose. - In themselves they. constitute a greatevil,and ter mode-of applying them can be Jpointed -out, or (it ours can be Hm-
they Jead to much greater. In proportion as the office of a Member of [ proved, we are ready to receive instruction, to yield to- corteetion; and
" Parliament.is important, it ought to be respeable. To make it 50, the ? 10 acknbwl'eclgc it with gratitude, © ‘With' the best: uf our judgent, we
f proceedings of the cleftors, and the whole conduét of the ele®ion, ought d have carefully weighed' the intrinsic merits of this plat, ~agz\imf)vhc::' cl:cg,-
" ‘torbe grave, decent, and orderly. . The. minds of men are raised and 1m- ficulfies that'may be opposed to it ; and!it appeats tous, that'there: is
i+ proved by local relations, by regular Artangements, and.even by thedress | but one obstacle to the carrying'it “into complete’ execition, which; if
, 'ejl they wear. .:The?u}can;s_t and most thoughtless man in the .kingdom..be- i it existed, would: b.e_fatal ’\ind'insp’m‘mux;tablc ; ’fﬂ‘l'at th;? pepplec;o'f G:eva t
i, haves himself best in his best clorhes. . On these and ather considerations Brigain have not spirit enough left to undertike,’ or virtue sllﬁncxgnt o
1 of the-same-kind; we arc.most deliberately of opinion, first, .that.all the support, 5o great a'measure of ' exalted benevoletice to their couatryi
hﬂ elections for the whole kingdom should be made on the same day and [ e el B e e
i) commence at the same hour ; ‘and that that day should be Sunday, im- g
g mediately after divine service, which, for the convenience of the elec-
G tion, might be performed "ar an earlier hour than usual. We are of »
ihi opinion ghat the Minister should proceed directly from the church to
i the clection, from teaching the people their duty, to attend them while § +
i | they practised it ; and that this should be done with the assistance of g o ;
E} all the parish offizers, in their respe@ive solemnities. ' No v_olu_ntb.ry « b
s candidate should be present.  The Minister should attend as a witness : 2o Dl Linr i
;’? to attest the due receipt and entry of the votes, and for that purpose Lt e :
i should see every man enter his.name in the poll-book, should give his S Dlorer e i
ks ' t

own vate the Jast,

should sign the parochial return in conjunction with
the parish officers,

and with the magistgate, who should .act as parochial | e
o ‘ returning Cin ’

o




MEMORANDUMS. -

- THE following points ‘oﬁziitd wn this plan are |

reserved _for consideration St |
I Whether Free/i‘oldeh, Copyholders, and ot/wﬁ,
Proprietors of Land, who may happen not to be

right of such property. -

Householders, should nevertheless have a vote in

. In what manner t/ze;lbrz'na;bléjnof this plan |

may be best applied to the situation of Scotland,

| AT, Whether t/ié.;fuﬁerz'or ﬁopuldtion of ;m_mby’

- the great cities may not, by this plan, give them
- an. excessive preponderance in the representation

over the less populous parts of the kingdom, and

n what manner such an wnequality may be best

- provided for.




