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ON THE

Prefent S T A T E

OF THE

Charzmble Carpamtmn, &c

ﬁ fiftance of the Leglﬂature
=2 for Two fucceflive Seffions
of Parhament ; they now want it more’
than ever, and as they plead their Ne-
ceflity in Excufe for their Importumty,
fo they have ‘this additional Reafon to
hope for Favour on this Occafion ; which

is, that if they are now relicved they
fhall never betr oublefome again.

s



T H E Scheme for tht;: Charitable Corpo-

vation Was form’d in the Reign of Her
Jate Majefty Queen 4 N NE, .thh this
View, to relieve the Neceffities of the

Poor, and at the fame Time to bring in

" a legal Intereft to the Proprietors for
their Money. | o

T u e Firft Part of this Defign was

“certainly of a very charitable Nature.
Yet it would have been impracticable

in it felf without the other. This may,

- perhaps, not appear fo clearly at firft
Sight, and therefore I thall ftop a little

to explain it, becaufe the Original Char-

ter was granted on the Suggeftion of its.

being a Charitable Undertaking. And
it will be the Intereft of the Publick to
maintain it, if I can fhew that it isa

Charitable Undertaking ftill. |
T 1 - Good intended towards the
- Poor, was the Supplying them upon any.

Emergency with what - Money they
wanted on a Pledge for the Re-Payment
of what they borrowed. In order tg

this, a Fund muft have been rais’d, by
‘which, if no Advantage was to arife to

the Proprietors, fuch only could be ex-
petted to contribute thereto, as out of

- the -

the Abundance of an opulent Eftate]

were enclin’d to relieve the Preflures of

the Diftrefled. 'Such a Contribution
would have indeed afforded Money at

a low Intereft, becaufe only the Charge

of the Management ought to have been
defray’d thereby ; but then, like other

pious* Defigns, it would naturally be
fubject to many Difficulties in the carry-

ing on. People of Rank and Fortune

would not ftoop to'a continual Attend

ance on fuch an Affair. They would

be apt to think they had done encugh

in parting with their Money ; and the

‘Way would be left open to fuch as were

entrufted with the Care of the Under-

taking to fquander and confume all that

‘came-in their Hands.  Plaufible Pre.

tences would niever be ‘wanting for con-

- tinual Deficiencies, and Careleffnefs or

Fraud would deftroy much fafter than.

* Zeal would fupply. So that fuch a Con-

fticution would quickly decay, and all

 thefe charitable Views be totally fruftra-

ted for want of other Support. :
“As what I have advancd js reafona-
ble in itfelf, fo it has been juftified by

. Bxperience, . Such an Attempt was

B2 g&ually
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a&ually ‘made fome Years before the
Scheme for this Corporation was fch_ought
on. Several well difpofed People fub-

 feribd largely thereto, the Thing was
carried into A&, but after a fhort Time
the Capital moulder’d away in the Man-

ner, and from the Caufes which I have
before mentioned , 1o that a rea;fonablé
Benefit accruingtothe Proprietors, feems
to be the only Means capable of prefer-
ving fuch an Eftablifhment from falling

_into Diforder. ~The Care of their own
~ Portunes will induce a proper Attendance
to the Management of the Company’s

Concerns, and the Poor will be by this

- Means ferv’d both pun&ually and with

gertainty. R |
~ Tuus Ihave prov'd, That if lending
in this Way bea Charity at all, it is no
{efs a Charity for the Proprietors receiv-
ing 2 Legal {ntereft for their Moncy,

“and of Confequence that this Corporation - !

is properly a Charitable Corporation as it
now ftands, provided the Poor are in
any Degree ferved by havinga Place,
where, on the Depofit of their Goods,
they may be accomodated with fuch a

Sum as thetr C’frc;umﬁanccs-ncceffarily 1
require. o |

Tue

T g £ main Point then tO be fettl’d 18,

- whether fuchToans on Pledges bea pub-
lick Benefit, OF 0O > Which T fhall pro-
ceed to examine with all the Exaltnels
and Impartiality in my Power. L
~ FrrsT then we are to confider, That

) Trade is cartied on by an univerfal
Credit, the Merchant and che meancft
Artificer have 2 like Occafion tO make

ufeof it and all the Intermediate Deal-
ers rely on it for. their Suppott. ‘The
‘Manufatturer has Time allow’d him to

* make his Payments for fuch Goods as he

i to make up, his Workmen again are
paid at 2 certain Time, and they have,
‘each of them, particular Branches of
Credit limited within a fertled Space-
All this s intended to fupply the Want
' of immediate Caib, and provided the
“Times of Payment are punctually ob-
ferv’d, every "Thing goes 00 well. |
Bu T the Viciffitude of Human Af-
 fairs puts it out of the Power,even of the
| greateﬁ:Cautio.n,to_provide againftevery
_Pyent. Misfortunes may befal our-
felves, or our Expe&ations may be fruf-
trated by the Bvils which ‘Thappen 0.
the;Backwardncfs of a Seafon,
| A - the
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the Inclemency of Weather ’the‘ Sicl § his illegal Gains. Otherwife they carry -~
ﬂf;fs of a Servant, and g thou,f nd e I their Goods to the Pawn-Broker,»WhQ o
- Accidents may difconcere the bzgrmh’e ; | avowedly takes Thirty per Cent. and
- Scheme, and make - rame i eriri is Cunning, makes dou- ‘
en mak el g {ometimes, by his Cunning, maKes dous
| necéﬁar}’; that 'is'e' izsgf;?om Cr.edl; {)Ie that St;m?]; - Every Man muft allow
tend the ,propdfed’ Time fo;l 12; tgj o ' that thefe are grievous and iniquitous. -
. ' ' cnt, y 4 A / , are en-
Or to take up Money eHéWhere . y ? ' ,EX&&IOES ) Yet they are ﬁlCh 3.9 a;;: QI}' |
todifcharge what we cannot | ﬁ] ° rdpy l creafed, rather than lelen’d by the i
, LT us next enquire hOWI’)O'hPOPe.' | Lawsagainft Ufury ; nor cantheyever |
be effe@ed. Amongft Tf;ders oft‘ ;]S, 1? © | be totally prevented, unlefs a Statute .
- ‘ ler . - . : .
Rank, Money onTuch Oceafiops ; 5 r z could be made againft Neceffity. |
- Quently rais’d by difcouni:ing N;]ts y Fn; ' Tuose therefore who fay that Idle- .
5 ‘ €S, and i - . ‘ : - L
&very Body knows thatconﬁderab]e’Prae | nefs is the Parent of ».th;; | Comr;no;z PS_IO o
miums are given. 72V OF Graf: G e - § ple’s Diftrefs, are not 10 mucil i1 the
on forwhatigsfoad?firl\g?lyoot:ih\e(:ﬁlﬁgag. B %‘ight aS/théy'apprehend: Tho’ even i
' o cthods ¥ . ¥ i
of Supply are ] ‘ | re that is the Ground, the Cafeis
fame g 51}1130{65 :gg;{?gfteiﬁ (Z]f‘fqr’ the ;ch much alte’d.  Want prefles with )
- leB Expence. It s ;mpombie\?gd}no | the fame Cogency, and if fome Method 4
. . 1C - a , ; b ’ S . 31 T . . o E ?'x
‘»;Z{laxt;the Rates are in fuch Cafps. bgg for Relief be not dopeél flizf?z{pa;I\TW1li. |
this 1 venture to affert S e to produce direful Eilects. INOw
1s the Leaft. O;eizlg ttlﬁlt? t‘g;zﬁpercefz,f i -Sljeﬁ;:\ﬁeﬁindﬂmoﬁ fimple Meansof ob- *\
cumftances are under far gt’ea;?e;trgiz- viating thefe Difficultics is, by leaving
i DrocHFinG v s L - | ;
11 procur : c g S it in their r to raife Money at the g
 procuring Mox.lcy ; When driven to 5 it"in their Power £0 » '\{’ el
Pinch the Pra@ice is ejcher to fl | loweft Rate poflible, and 1a Wyay the |
an Hxtortioner, who, .in f; ite 'fy b || leaft expofed to Impofition, ,t%lat th?N?}" R
Laws, lends Money ’at in Ph lo the | cure of the Thing will admit. Thisis ¢
and even makes the Néceﬁijt%z;sR;te’ o f the beft Expedient deducible from Rea- .~ =}
for the Hazard he rups in acC]uiring fon, and comes 0 usxecommendqdof;}; i
N | | 1
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one of' the moft powerful Axguments

that can be wviz. Common Confent.
‘TrEerE is hardly a Country in Ey-

rope, . except our own, where this Kind

of Praltice has not been long ago intro--

duced ; and where the Legiflature has
not mterpofed to make the Loans as ea-
{y as poflible to the Borrower, and of

Confequence as Beneficial as might be

to the Publick.- The Regulations of the

Lombard at Amflerdam, fufficiently de-

monlftrate that Want of ready Money is

felt in a Country of Trade and Induftry,

as well as among the Lazy and Indigent
Italians, where fuch Banks are likewife

. 1n Ufe. ‘That we have hitherto been -

without them is the worft Argument in
the World, that we fhould &ill continue -
{0, fince it palpably encourages Extor-
tion and fanflifies Exaftion as it Were
by Law. The Pawn-Broker , by Virtue
of a tacit Agreement oppre{Tes the needy
Wretch’ Who apphee for his Affiftance,
and fecures to himfelf an exorbltant |
Emolument, by afluming a Power to fell
wn:hout Notice and without Account. f
A ScuEwME therefore for placmg
‘ Athe Neceﬁitous without the Reach of

Exa@uon,

- N

xa&mn, as it is charitablein Rcfpc&‘
to them, fo it is of Publick Utility in
regard to the State : And if the Corpom-.
tion we are now fpeaking of was origi-
a nally Eftablifh’d for this Purpofe, then
it had a juft Right to the Royal Appro-
bation, and the Charter was granted on
Motives which fhould be ever its Sup-

port.

- THERE ISDO Que‘hon to be made,-

“but that the Privy Council of Her late

Majefty examined, with the utmoft
Sm&nefs, into the Suweﬁxons of the Pe-

tition for granting the orxgmal Charter ;

~ and therefore their complying with the
Prayer of ‘that Petition is a {ftrong Evi-
dence, that they found the Mattexs;

therein fet forth to be true.

Witu Refpeft tothe Charter 1¢:felf B

‘nothing could have been more excellent-

* Iy fram’d for giving Eafe to fuch as were -

inclin’d to borrow, for preferving fafe

~ the Depofit made on that Account, and
- for fecuring a juft Account to the Pro-
“prietors of the Iffue of their Tran-
* faGions. All the Direttions neceffary -

in the C “onduc of fuch an Undertaking

are merem fpucshcaﬂy lzud down. The

L - Nature
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Nai:ute of the Truft repofed in thc Offi-

cers of the Corporation, and the various
Branches of their Duty are particularly

mentioned, and every Precaution pro-

per for preventing Frauds, Omiffions,

or Neglets, is direCted and inforced

therein. = So that the Whole appears to
have been the Refult of the moft mature
Deliberation, and carries in itfelf the

. ftrongeft Proofs of the Capacity of thofe
~who proje&ed, and the Wifdom and
Probity of fuch as advifed the ; ngmg the |
- Royal Sanction thereto.

"W HuEN Application was made in the
Rewn of His late Majefty for increafing
the Caparal and on two Applications of
the like Nature which have been made

fince ; the whole Scope of the Under- -

takmg was again expofed to the Refear-
ches of the Lords of the Privy Council,

who wete certainly convinced of the

Utility of fuch a Scheme. The Opinions
of: that moft honourable Aflembly have
been unanimous-and repeated in its Fa-
vour, as every Addition made by them
to the Capital was an Argument that
they thought it, in Proportion to its
Extenfivenefs, of lefler, or greater Ufe,

Normixe
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NoTHING was ever {o rea fonabie

in itfelf, or of fo general Ufe as not to

have fome Enemies, and therefore it
was not to be expe&ed that the Charira-
ble Corporation {hould efcape. . Its princi:
pal Intent was to defeat the opprefiive

- Praftices of thofe, who made the Indi-

gent their Prey : And it was impoffible
to avoid having thofe for Foes, who
were by this Means to- have the Power
of Plundering taken out of their Hands.
From thence it followed that Infinua-
tions were {pread to the Prejudice of the
Corporation, - altho’ thefe -Infinuations
were all of them frivolous, and many of

them abfurd and contradi€tory to each

other, Somenmes it was_obj e&@d that

the Bafe with which Money, was bor-

row’d at the Corporation-Houfe gave great
Opportunities for ill People to difpofe of

- flolen Goods, as if Thieves would come

to a publick Oﬁice, ~and «e‘ipofe both
their Perfons and the Produce of their
Theft to the Scrutiny of all who might
be there: At other Times the Office
itfelf was charged with Oppreflion, and
‘Ten per Cent.cry’d out againft as an hor-
rible Exaltion by thofe who tock Thirty

and
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‘and Forty every Day. InaWord, Evéry'

Artifice was made Ufe of to throw a
Shade on the Compames Tranfa&ions,
and to give an ill Idea of a Defign the
moft ufeful and equitable in itfelf that
has been attempted for many Years,
But Clamour, as it often does, ferved, on

this Occaflon, as a Foil to Truth. Tc¢

engaged the Honourable Houfe of Com-

mons in an Enquiry, as to the Merit of
the Undertaking, and on the' fevereft
Trial the Corporation receiv’d their Ap.

probation, and a Bill was a&tually pro-
pofed and paﬂ'ed for eﬁabhfhmg the
Scheme.

Frowm thefe various San&mns of
Authority we may prefume, that the

two. following Pomts are irrefragably -

provcd «
. T AT the Clmrzméle Corpora-
tion 1s a Thing of publick Utility, fince

it has been approved as fuch by ‘the

Privy Courcil in three Reigns, and ad-
mitted o to be by an Houfe of Com-

mons after the fulleft and moft folemn
Debates,and the Bill only wanted Time

to pafs in the Houfe of Lords, being

vead in that Auwﬂ. Aﬁcmbly Wlthout |

’Dmﬁong o 8500/%”;}’3

U3 )
| Secbﬂdl)/; TuaT the Encouragement
given to it by the’ fupreme Authority
was fuch as might reafonably induce
the Subje@s of G’ieat Britain to ven-

ture then Pxopextles in Support of a

Scheme rational in itfelf, and in all

Human Appearance well and pmpelly |
eftablifhed. ‘

- It would take up too much Time to

explain the Steps, by which the unhap-

‘py Proprietors have been reduced into

that calamitous Sxtua,tlon in which they
are at prefent a jult Account whereof
my Readers will ﬁnd in the thort Hifto-

ry of the Cbmztaéle Corporation pubhﬂﬂ?d

laft Year. What I would obferve on
~ this Occafion is, That as thefe Misfor= -

tunes are no Way owing to the Prefent
Proprietors, but have been drawn upon
them merely by the Truft they repofed
in Perfons of feemingly untainted Cha-
ralters ; their Cafe is fo far of an
extraordinary Nature, as to deferve the
Cocfmzance of the Legtﬂatme by giv--

ing them fuch effeGtual Relief as may
enable them to carry on, with probable

,xpe&ations of Profit, an Undertaking,
of 'which it may be truly faid many
\ ' were

p——
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were in fome Meafure induc’d to have a
good Opinion from the Proceedmgs of
Pallmmcnt

It has often hqppenﬁ:d 'hat Perfons |

engaging in Projelts, evidently tending
to the Publick Good ‘have prejudic’d
their Private Fortunes; but then fuch
has been the Wifdom and Equity of
moft Governments, that they have been
ever ready, by proper Interpofitions and
repeated Encouragements, to keep up
their Spirits, until the Merit of the Un-
dertaking was rewarded by its Succefs.
‘W u E r E it has fallen out otherwife,

it hath been undoubtedly a great Hard.

fhip, and every Man’s Reafon muft
inftru& him to look on it in that nght

'The Original Undertakers for bringing

the new ch.x Water into Lozdon {uffer-
ed deeply by that Scheme, though it
has fince taken {o good Effe&. Should
not this be a Caution, ¢hat fubfequent
Adventurers for the Publick Service
fhould not be left in Diftrefs ¢ The
Equity of the pnefant Parliament has
been remaykable in Refpect to Inven-
rions calculated for national Benefits
ghough at firfl in the Hands of puvatc

M@n.
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Sn‘ Thomas Lombes Engme for
wOor kmg Silk was firft favour’d with a

theace appeating to be lefs than might
have been reafonably hoped, and wasin
Juftice due to fo hazardous and expen-
five a Thing as. the fitting that Engine

had been, 2 genexous Gratuzty was by
an A& paffed laft Seffion given out of

the publick Money to that Gentleman,
as a Reward for the Service thereby
done the Nation, and will ever remain
a Glorious Monument of Brizifb Grati-
tude ; which, we have no Reafon to
doubt, will be as often exerted for the
Future, as there fhall appear Occaﬁans
which may deferve it. Lo

T u & Loffes fuftained by the P: oprxe-
tors, and the unavoidable Confufion,
thch the late lemanagemcnts have
brought their Affairs into, Diftrefles
them fo much, that they ﬁnd it 2 Thing
impraéticable to carry on the Defign of
1he Charter on the Foot they ftand at
prefent ; and from the Reafons before«
mentioned, They are led to hope that
the Legiflature will afford them fuch a
Relief as the Nature of their Cafe
requires. W

o

Patent, and the Benefit accruing from -
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W & have already thewn; That the

- Nature of the Deﬁgny itfelf rendersita
~ proper Subje& for the publick Notice :
We have mentioned feveral Faéls by
which it appears to have been examin-
ed and approved by the higheft Autho-
rities in the Nation : From whence thofe
who ventured their Fortunes in an Un-
dertaking that had in itfelf fuch mani-

feft Tendency to the publick Benefit;
an Undertaking fo examin’d and {oap-

- prov’d, humbly apprehend, they have
fome Claim upon the Publick for their
Reliefin the Diftrefles and Difficulties
they now find themfelves reduc’d to.

W u A T we have been faying obvi-“  E

ates the only Objeftion I ever heard
made againft the Parliament’s relieving
us, which is, that the Misfortunes
of private Perfons, how great foever,
“ought not to interrupt the Bufinefs
of the Nation, or interfere with publick
Concerns, for, as we have {hewn above,

the private Perfons diftrefled by the Ini-

quities of the late Managers of the
Charitable Corporation Were expofed to
the Evils they Suffer by their engaging
in an Affair, which from juft Reafons

- | + they.

A A

they apprehended conducive to the Pub-
Tick Se'l'ViCQ. s T :

I it Thould be fuggefted that the
late Frauds are-an Argument againft the
Corporation itfelf, as I have heard fome
incline to infinuate; a little Recollettion
will make.it plain to'a common Under-

ftanding;'that this Sort of Realoning, if

it proves any Thing, will prove too much,
and with equal Propriety may be urged

againft every Society for the moft ufeful

Purpofes in Brirain. - If the Legiflature: -

‘fhould . not think proper upon this ‘ex-

traordinary Occafion to grant an extra--

~ ordinary Supply (which neverthelefs has
* been frequently done in many Inftances
- much lefs Calamitous than the Prefent)

we may however rationally hope, that if
any other Way can be found our, where-

by the Sufferers may be put in a Way of
‘Reparation, that Method will be taken,

and the moft ample Field poflible afford-
ed unto the Proprietors of the Charitable
Corporation for theirR epairing themfelves.
T o explain this a littde more fully,
we fhall obferve, S |
Tuat tho the Misfortunes under
‘which the Proprictors of this Corporation
e D - labaur,
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labour, .cannot be ftiled a Publick Cala-
mity, yet fome Circumftances there are

which fufficiently diftingtifh it from
other private Cafes of Diftrefs, Perfons

‘of all Degrees, Sexes, and Ages, have

had their Fortanes {wallowed up by the
late” fraudulent Management, many of

them {uch as were willing to fecure the

regular Intereft of ‘what they had faved
¢hro’ the Courfe of an induftrious Life,

that it might afford them a comfortable

Support in theirdeclining Years, inwhich
being totally difappointed, they are now
left to begin the World again, at the .
moft improper Seafon of Life, and in
Circumftances: the moft inconvenient
that can be imagined. Orphans and
Widows, the moft helplefsand diftreffed .

‘Chara&ers in ordinary Life, have, from

thefe Frauds, had their Misfortunes

doubled, and their {mall Pittances of

Support utterly diffipated, whereby they
are expofed to Want and all its Confe.
quences when they leaft expected it, be- |
caufe there was not any apparent Reafon
to doubt that the Defign - in which they

- embarked was going on with Succels.

TAKEN
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their Fault.
. Cafes, we {hall find that in no Inftance

- of fuch Danger,

A G ) T T
- T a x E N in this Light, the Calatnity
“of the prefent Sufferers by the Charitable

Corporation. muft certainly appear wor--
thy of Compaflion, and we humbly
hope alfo of Relicf. A FBire,an Innunda-
tion, or & Storm, which overwhelmsina
Moment the Bffets of many Years
Induftry, and buries beyond Redemp-

tion the Fruits of infinite Pain "and

Labour, ftrike the Paflions of Mankind
and beget a Defire of doing fomething’

for thofe who are undone 1na Mannér

fo fudden and fo abfolutely without
Yet if we compare the
of late Years thefe Devaltations of the
Elements have brought on {o extenfive

Ruin. People feldom truft the more -

valuable Part of their Effefls & e. their
‘Specie within  their Houfes, they are

careful to infure from a juft Apprehenfion
Jat and Prudence furnifhes
them with many Contrivances to fecure
themfelves in fome Degree from feeling
the utmoft Rage even of thefe dreadful
Accidents.  But with Refpelt to the

Sufferers, now praying Relief, they had
no fuch Opportunities of providing for

D2 thetr
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; ‘the‘{c Safety, the Source’ frénx"'whéﬁcé
“their Misfortunes proceeded was Dark
and Secret; every Thing carryinc a fair
‘Appearance to the very Inﬁant"gf Dif-
“covery, {o that the firft ill News the Pro

prietors heard was that they were total-

1y undone.

‘WituouT competent Relief the

Corporation, as it has been obferv’d, will
N fls 3 : 3 ’ .
be utterly difabled from carrying on its

efign, their failing in which would,
?

ﬁ"om' the Reafons before-mentioned. be
highly detrimental to the Publick, éfpcu
cially confidering the Growth rather

then Decreafe of Money-Jobbers of all -

De'ncm;natzons? who raife Eftates fiom
excellive Premiums, and fill their own
Pur‘fes from the Wants of Others. |
- Frow thefeMotives, if it (hould pleafe
the Legiflature to interpofe for the Sake
not of ‘t,'h‘e Proprietors only, but alfo of
the Publick, and effeCtuaily Encourage
and Support the Charirable Coz"pomz*ij;x
it will, in Time, prove the moft eﬁ"e&yuai
Means to prevent any Exalion on thﬁfé
whofe Circumftances make them leaft
able to bear it. The induftrious Poor
may be thereby relieved withous run.

o
n &

i
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ing the Hazard of loofing what they De-

pofit, ‘or of having it no longer in their

Power to produce their Goods to a Chap-

man, becaufe they have borrow’d a

{mall Part of the Value upon them,

Thofe who are {o unfortunate as to meet

~with repeated Difappointments, and are

thereby rendes’d unable to redeem what
they have pledged (perhaps for much
Jefs than it is Worth) will have herean
‘Opportunity of feeing it Sold, and (if
“they can find one) may bring a Purcha-
fer ; and, on accounting for Principal
2nd Intereft, at a reafonable Rate, will
have the Surplus returned. S

Thefe are certain, folid, and Valﬁable
Advantages, refulting from the Scheme

on which the Corporaston proceeds ; and

thefe are the only reafonable and eflica-
cious Means, which can be made ufe of
for preventing Ufury, and rooting up
- Extortion. I [
T u & Unhappy Proprietors have the
greateft Reafon to hope, that fuch a Pro-
“pofal for Encouragement will have its
due Weight, both from the Depth of

their Diftrefs, and the Reafonablenefs

of their Demand. When it is confider’d,
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;’1 hat thefe Sufferers have launched out
: the.zr'EOrtmf:s on a feafiblé¢ Undertakin
eltablif’d by proper Authority. Wheg
'Itgzg» r‘f,jmembered that their Misfortunes
| ar» owing to a Conl] piracy, eatered in’to
by Perfons, feemingly above Sufpicion
- and managed with fo much iniquit'ou;
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- Lunnming, as to prevent the leaft Appear-

Iance of Fraud, until Precaution was too
ate, and Deftru&tion came upon them,
)’

. as},x.t were ina Moment. The Ruin too,
which hath’ overfpread the Corpordtéo;?: |

“hath not only been vaft and fudden, but

- alfo more than total. The Capital is not

arely gone, but there is a Remainder

likewi%e of Debt - and lire
likewife of Debt, and little to pay it.

g or are the Proprietors damaged to the
_P,';;tcnt of the Shares valued at Five
- ounds»eac,:‘h? but are Loofers to a far
gieafr Amount, moft of them having
oucht at the Ratre af v Qe '
Jought at the Rate of Six, Seven, and

Eight Pounds a Share. Such is the accu-

mulated Load under which they labour
and under which they muft have long
ago funk, vif they had not been fuipporteg
in fome Degree, by the Countenance

.: . . E : . o ) .
the Hopes and ExpeQations formed from
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| ﬁ;{leﬁ‘Cu of being relieved by this, T m e

‘afforded them in the laft Seffion.” and

Gtate of t ,

T 1 ¢ Dire&tions given for flating the

Claims before the Mafters in Chancery,

wheréby c,v'eryusu
ged to fet forth ‘
the Expence which neceffarily attends
fuch, an Enquiry, and the unfettled
‘ he Corporation, at prefent,

ferer hath been obli-

Jeave them no Room ~
theic Affair will be confidered in the
cefent Scffion of Parliament, without - '
which, the former BEnquiry will be
- withouat Effe&, and the poor undone -
 Proprietors in a worfe State than they
were before, by having their Loffes
made publickly known. - Invigorated -
from thefe rational Conjeftures, that.
they fhall foon be relieved, the Sufferers
ftill carry on the Defign, for which they
obtained their Charter;and thus neglect-
ing nothing which may deferve, either
Pity, or Encouragement, they wait pa-
tiently for fuch a Determination, ‘as the

Legiflature fhall, in their great Wifdom
and Compaflion, be pleafed to aftord
‘them. T . |

To which (as they humbly conceive)
pever any had greater Pretence, either

from Dictates of Reafon, or Motives
| | - of

his Loffes upon Oath, N

to doubt but that




o %f Compaflion. The fHrmer haV_c been
fudiciently fet forth already ; but: per-

haps it may add foriewhat to the
Weight of what has been (aid as to the
- Latter. That feveral ftruck with the
- valt and unexpeted Shock of - their
whole Fortune being- deftroyed ;. have
added che Lofs.of Life to the Miferies

induced by the late wicked Management,”

Some fhort’ning their Days by the Vio-
lénce of their Grief, and Others to avoid
Want by harfher Means, while = there
ftill remains fome Hundreds of diftreffed
Families, who have no other Support
of “eheir Hopes, but that Confidence
they place in the Equity and Tendernefs
of the Britifh Legiflarure towards Bririfp
Subjects in the mok calamirous Con-
dition. N
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