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|G HAVE often taken notice, that It is
&2 very difficult for a Man not to fall
=\ into thofe - very Faults he “has
 blam’d in others. Whether it be .

that we do not {o readily obferve our own, as

other Men’s Fallmgs or whether we are fo par-
tial as to allow that in ourfelves; which we can=
not approve of in others; or, what i§ moft likely
of all; that it is a much eafier Matter to fee

‘Errors; than to avoid them. I was naturally
‘, led into this Reflection by accxdentally turning

over fome of our late Party Writings, where
each Side ‘quarrels very juftly with the othef,

- for that abuﬁve Liberty, which never fails to be

met with in the Wiritings of both. ‘As there is

* very little Ufe to be made of thxs kind of Read-

B - ing,
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~ing, foa good natur'd Man will find very little
| Pleafure init: The only Benefit that cani arife
is the creatmg, if poﬂible an Averﬁon in one’s

felf to that mean Spirit of Intereﬁ and Envy, |

Wthh is the chief Foundatlon of thefe leputes

" Tys impofiible for any one to be at all con-
verfant in Hiftory, and not obferve the great |

Advantage of what we call a Pubhck Spirit 3

to what a Height of Strength and Reputation
thofe States have been carried, where this Hu-
mour has prevail’d amongft the People 5 and
“how  fenfibly and faft they have decay’c d, in
proportion as this Temper has abated among{’c
’em. °’Tis the Remark of a late mgemous
' Writer, that the Body of 2 People do (for the

moft palt) purfue more fteadily the Intereft of
~ their Country, than thofe of the hxghef’c Rank |
‘becaufe their. Minds are lefs biafe'd by pnvate |

Views, and the only Beneﬁts they can. expeé’c
~ are fuch as naturally arife from the Peace and

- Profpenty of the Pubhck The Truth of this. | .,
~ Obfervation -is a very fevere Satire upon Man- o 5
kind ; it implying no lefs than that the Honeﬂ:yv |

of pnvate Men is hke the Tempcrance of crazy
‘ B onew,.'
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ones, merely owing to their not bemg able to
bear a Debauch,

| THERE are indeed fome Wnters Who have
feem’d to fet up Self-Intereft upon the fame
Foot with Self-Prefervation, as if they were
Difpofitions equally natural; which i, 'in'm‘y |
Opinion, juft as true as to affert, that it is the

.~ fame Thing to fall upon every Man you meet,

as to defend yourfelf when attack’d; a No-

tion it would not, I beheve be - much for |

any Man s Advantage to put In Praéhce

IT is furely a great Inﬂ;ance of hulrna‘n"
Weaknefs, that Men are never to be curd of
the Folly of running after Happmefs, as if it
were a Thing eafy to be attained to ; and yet, at
the fame time, taking Meafures directly contrary B
to thofe very Views, which they Vainly form in
their own Imaginations. Would it not be

'Matter of Ju{’c Surprize, if it were not {o com~
| monly met with, to fee one Man phyficking

himfelf out of his Health in order to he long
livd, and another ruining his Eﬁate to make

N hxmfelf conﬁderable in the World P

| -TI;ESE""' -
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‘Turse Paradoxes are frequent and et thete
is fomething ftill more wonderful, which is, that
the expofing of fuch Fooleries has not been able
to corre&t ’em :  So difficult a Matter is it for
even Experience to convince fome Men they
can be in the Wrong.  After what I have faid
of Paradoxes, I doubt I fhall myfelf be thought
gmlty of a great one, when I declare, that I

~ could never help thmkmg an extreme Selﬁfh- |
" nefs as great a Miftake in point of Intereft, as

it certainly is 2 Vice in point of Morality.
Mutual Afliftance is as neceffary between Men,

. as Commerce is between Nations ; and how one

or the other can well go on without fome mutual
Benevolence I am not able to dlfcover

- T1s pofﬁble 1ndeed that 1f the Few could
impofe upon the Many ; if -they could receive

. good Ofhces, whilft they were doing ill- ones;

and be always trufted, though always betraying ;
fuch a Situation might have the Odds on its

fide. ~But grofs Impoﬁnons will not always
pafs upon even the moft Stupid : And ‘when
~ once a Difcovery comes to be made, the1e 1
~ not only an End of all future Conﬁdence but

for the mof’t part, a very great Defire of bemc-

I'C-f‘ .
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revenged on the Deceiver.. The longer and
more flagrant the Delufion, the greater and
more keen will ‘be the Refentment ‘So that
the artificial Man, that very cunmngly facri-
fices his Friends to his own Intereft, muft ex-
pe&t, one time or other, to be facnﬁced to their
juft Indignation; and then it may be fid, to
the Honour of his Induftry and Parts, that he
has undone himfelf thh a good deal of Pains

and Dextenty S N

/ THERE is nothmg more common in human
Life, than to draw Inferences that are falfe
from Poﬁt1ons that are true ; and this is owmg
rather to the Corruptxon of our Hearts than the'
Weaknefs of our Heads |

b _:Tnus, fOr Inﬁance, When 'a"Ma_n has in‘-l
\ tircly given himfelf up to a felfith Difpofition,

and is, in his own 1magmat10n become as - it
were * the Center of all the World about bim;
He is apt to tell you, that Intereft governs
Mankind, and that very little would be done
or attempted that is confiderable, if it was not

¥ Stillingfleet’ Origin. Sae.
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for the cxpe&atmn of fome private Advantages :

Into a State of War with one another. And
thus; by this ‘Way - of- Reafomng, it appears
plainly, that the moft interefted Men are the
wifeft and moft ufeful ‘Members of 2 Commu-
nity ; -and confequently, the greateft Knaves the
moft valuable Men in the World. But the
Fallacy of all this Sort of Difcourfe will be
eafily feen when we confider that Interefts are

- of two - Kinds, the Intereft of the Whole, and

the Intereft of the Partlcular ‘the one is great

and noble, the other may be mean and: fcan-
dalous. Nay, they are often Oppofites, the
~ one being commonly deftruive of the other

 Tis to thefe narrow and ' partial Views, we
- owe mof’c of ‘the greateﬂ: Inconvemences of
Life : Thus fometlmes it has been the MleOI‘— ‘
tune of Princes, either by their own  Paffions

r ‘the Ambition and Avance of their meﬁers
0 be brought to pugfue a feparate Intereft from

| ‘that of the Publick, and by that means they
~ have run themfelvcs and their - Kmodoms into |
great Difficultics : 'Thus likewife in private Fa-

milies,
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|| milies, Fathers and Sons, Hufbands and Wives,
’I‘hat mutual Benefits create mutual Depen.. '

dances, and thofe are neceffary Cements of all
~ Sorts of Society : That without this we {hould
~ fall back into a- State of Nature, and perhaps

Relations and Kindred, have been weak enough
to fancy they have been doing themfelves great
Service, by fome little favourite Ends of their
own; whilft, in reality, they ‘have  been only"
entailing lafting Mifery upon themfelves and
their Pofterity. 'The true Intereft of every

~ Man in' Society, is thc welfare of that Society
| upoh which' his own muft abfolutely depend ;

and I know of no 'Exceptions to this general |

' Rule, but what muft be fought for ‘amongft
' the Indigent and Lazy, who have no Fortunes

of their own, nor Induﬁry enough to acqulrc a
neceffary Subfi ﬁance Such Men have no pro-
fpect of thriving in any regular way of Living, -
and as they bave rothing to lofe, {o they think

- they may have a Chance of gettmg by Dxfordcrs

and Mifchief. They are apt to envy the Satif~
faCtions of thofe, whofe good" Examples they ,

will not imitate, and are therefore inclin’d ‘to
with for fuch a State of Affairs in the World,
that may at leaft make their NCIO‘thllI'S as
miferable as themfelves. - Smce they neither

§F cn. Wxthout endeavourmg, nor lel take. the

Pams to endcavour to ralf? themfelves up to thelr :

! ’_’_Level they are wxlhng to- take thc fhorteft

- way
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‘way to be Rich and fince Labour is requxred ’

i

it when it is got, they imagitie it a much

trivances;  which as they are more fuited to

| Knavery and Fraud

" Thefe Men are common Enemies to- Mankind,

':ﬁ.
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to get an: Eftate; and Oecoriomy to preferve

eafier, as well as more agreeable _ Methoc‘l to
thrive By the Ufe of little Arts and mean Con-

their Inclinations, fo they fancy they may -be
compafs'd with lefs Trouble and Pains. As
they know they deferve nothmg of the Publick,
fo they expett nothlng from it;> and therefore
hope for nothmg but what they can extort by

~THo the Character of fuch Perfons is 1ndeed
altogether fcandalous, yet t their Conduc is- na-
tural, and Well enough adapted to their Cu'cum-v
flances. When-ever Men of Fortune fuffer
themfelves to be govern’d by thefe unworthy
Motwes, ’tis hard to find 2 Name bad enough

upon a Level with Pick-pockets 'and Beggars.

as well as to themfelves, fince by their EXample
they juftify fuch- Pratices, as cannot but tend

to . the univerfal Prejudice of all about

them :

e T i b i 2

for fo inexcufable a Behaviour : It is Injuftice;
it is Folly, it is Madnefs, thus to degrade |
 themfelves from their Station; and put themifelves

they are proud of belng call’d) will f’all per-
fwade themfelves they can (like fome of thelr
Brethren the N ecromancers of Old) be 1nv1ﬁble |
| as often as they pleafe They can, as D Souz‘b
i 'eXprefTes ‘it, fay then Heart is ught Wlth
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them : *Tis like a. Man of an. Eﬁate Who fits
down to play with profefsd Sharpers ‘who
can have nothing to ftake but what they muft
firft have got from fome fuch Fools as hlmlelf ‘
And indeed, . if dally expenence d1d not ‘con-
vince us there were fuch People to be met Wlth

Reafon wou’d be apt to incline one to look}

upon the Suppofition  of fuch a Thmg as an Ex-
travagance and an Abfurdlty ' |

TIS a. very juft Reﬂeéhon of the firft Earl

of S/yqftséury s, that Reputatlon is the Buﬁnei’s

L of all great Dealers in the- World. * *Tis _.

like Credit in Trade, ‘which, very often, fupplys

the Place of Money But then both are ‘equal-
ly fubje& to the fame Inconvemence, of being
eafily forfeited by ill. condué’c and never after
to. be ret1 iev'd when they are once lof’c '

“Tue mlsfortune is, the cunning F ellows (as

C | Go.df =
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God thlf’c their hands are in one’s Pocket. But
in this. they deceive themfelves as much as ever
they can have done others ; For they muft be
difcover’d at firft Sight by a tolerable Obferva-
tion, and will, in a little time, be found out
by the blindeft of their Culhes, fince tho’ a
- Man cannot fee he muft, one time or other,
certainly be ‘brought to feel, how much he

has been i impos! 'd upon.

THE greate{’t Credulity, the ftrongeft Preju-
dices, have yet certain bounds which they can-
not be made to pafs, by the moft artful De-
ceits, . and the moft folemn Profeffions : *Tis
true 1ndeed S1mp11c1ty and Folly may, and
often haye been carried great Lengths, and the
Numbers of the Deluded have given a frength

 to the Delufion itfelf, which it could never
otherwife have had: But, as Oppreﬂion will
make a wife Man mad fevere Sufferings will
work 2 much greater eracle and fometimes
‘make a Fool wife ; at 1eai’c wife enough to find
out the Roguerles and be reveng "d of the Rogucs
| whxch occaﬁon d them, - % '

- INDEED,

Co

iNDE E D, (fuch is the ﬁlly Prlde of Mans
Nature) we are eafily flatterd out of our Senfes ;
the artful and the deﬁgmng know very well
how to make a good ufe of our Folly; ’tis but
Complimenting us upon the Excellency of our.
Fabrick, and the great Superiority of our Ac-
comphfhments when compar’d with all’ other
Parts of the wifible World, and we pre-
fently are ready to 1magme that even Omni-
potence did it’s utmoft in our Favour, and that
we are in 4 manner the Mafter-piece of the
Almxghty : Whereas a Very little Obfervauon’
might - ferve to cofivince us that, in’ manyr
thmgs we are furpafé’d by what we are apt
to call’ the ‘meaneft Part of the Creatlon and'
that even’ Reafon 1tfelf Wthh we value our
felves fo much upon 'is, in moft Cafes _
much lefs fure GUIdC than Inftin@. HOW com~ |

B mon is it for Men to call paffion Reafon ? Juﬂ: as
~ Knaves are us'd to pafs their Roguenes upon

fo that the moft abfurd

you for Confcxence

~and ‘infamous Aétlons have found ‘Advocates
' who have undertaken gravely to perfWade the

World they were Ratlonal and ]uﬁ ‘Some

have even gone fo far as to affirm, that each o

\ : C z . Mans
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Man’s private Opinion, is {ufficient to juftify

him in every thing he does ; ‘and, provided he
acts upon the beft - of his Judgment, he is not
to be cenfur’d for his Conduct. So that ac-
co1dmg to tlns Rule, whoever is wife enough
to keep hlmfelf out of the Reach of penal
Laws fo as not to .be in danger of being

hamrd need never fear pctfﬁng for Honeﬂ: fo |

long as he can plead Principle in his' Defence,
and appeal to the Sincerity of his Intention, of
Wh1ch he alone can be a competent ]udge -

TH IS has mtroduc d fuch a comfortable La—»

| tltude mto the World that there is fcarce any.

thmg can be wrong in it, ﬁnce no one w111 be

' weak enough to condemn hlmfelf and no Body -
’Tls true, - in- -

elfe can have a Rxght to do it.
* deed, thlS Wlll not hold agalnf’c Civil Inf’cltutlons
whe1e Statutes have determmed Confc1ence wﬂl
not fcreen ‘the Tranfgreﬁ"or

of Ingratxtude fhould affure you he had very
good Reafon fo1 uﬁng his Benefa&or hke an

| Enemy, _and that he aé’ced upon the beﬁ Grounds-

n

But how. many
| Thm;rs are there that Laws doe not defcend to; -
| Wthh yet may be Very mlfchlevous and deftruc-‘

- tive to SoaetyP If a Man notorlouﬂy guilty

b et O ek A S A0 o G Lt ST Ao SN s S op o T 3 A o b s 0 S S St s b b i PERCENE )
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in doing fo; how is this Matter to be tried ? .
- Here is the Appearance indeed of a very fean-
dalous Behaviour on one Side, but then on the
~ other, there is a fincere Intention, and a thorough,

ConviGion of ConfCJence Some People per-
haps, will tell you, ’tis the Duty of .every Man

- who has a Family, to take all proper Ways of
| increafing his Subftance, and that fo long as he

does not violently feize, ‘or privately fteal from
his Neighbour, - he ‘is’in the‘R‘ight to -be, what

“he will call induftrious, as to every thing elfe:
And what endlefs Scenes of Fraud and Iniquity
may not be carried on under fuch fantified -

Pretences’ as thefe 7. 8o that there feems to be;

fomethmg more Wantmg ‘to keep the: World in
- Order, than the - bare Regulations of Soc1ety, '
. fo far as they can " be d1geﬁed into the F orms z
of Laws, though thefe.may be indeed a great
Step towards it. - Some Men may be led, whilft
others muft be drove ; ;- ‘and different D1fpoﬁt10ns -
| fhould always meet w1th dlﬁ’erent T1 eatment

It muf’c furely therefore be the Capxtrﬂ In-
teref’c of all’ Governments to promote as far. as

,they can Prmmples of  Honour and Pxoblty in -
the Mmds of their Subjects, by all fuitable Re=.

Wards

‘,
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wards and Encouragements; and more efpe<

cially, by fetting the firt Example of it them-

felves, and preferving as high an Opmlon as is

poﬁible amongft thofe over whom they prefide.
This would not only make their Adminiftration
fafe and eafy, but the Submiffion to it chearful
and fincere : _There would be no need of Arti-
fice or Corruption, Threatening or Violence,
to indiice Men to come into fuch- Meafures as
they really thought, intended for their Serylce
Little Emiffaries, and vile Agents, firft perverted
themfelves in order to pervert others, Spies,
Armies, and Executioners, (not much lefs dan-

. gerous very. often to thofe that employ "em, than

to thofe againft whom they are employ’d) would

be as unneceﬁ'ary as they are burthenfome. -
"The People would infenfibly be brought to fol- .
low the Example of their Superiors, and even.
~ thofe Few that could not, would yet find it ab-

{olutely neceffary to preferve Appearances, which
~ would very much leflen their. Power of doing
© Mifchief: *Tisin Cornmonwealths as in Camps,
, where-ever there isa Conﬁdence in the Chiefs,
there Enterprrzes are generally attended Wlthr
Succefs : . Men are ufually bold and vigorous

in. the Executxon of thofe Orders, which they
| | have

[ 15 ]
Have reafon to believe, are the Refult of In-
tegrity and Wifdom ; and it is in vain for the
General to lead, unlefs the Soldier be'dlfpofed to

follow, and that he will never willingly do to
“his own certain Deftruction. - And this Repu-

tation, {o neceffary for the Support of all Au-

thority, is not fo difficult to ‘be acquired, as

fome Men who refolve never to deferve it,
would make us believe. Whatever thofe Go-
vernors, who a¢t like Beafts of Prey, are apt to

infinuate againft the People, whom they always

look upon - ds Beafts of Burthen, ’tis certain,
Ju{’uce and Benevolence feldom fail of meetmg
with fuitable Returns,  All that Sort of Popu-

‘larxty ‘which mtngumg Men -are u¥'d to value

themfelves upon and which confifts chiefly :in

permitting, and perhaps encouragmg Luxury
and Licentioufnefs, is, as indeed it ought to be,
unftable and precarious. ‘'The End of it once . -
difcover'd, the Merit of ‘it ceafes ; fince no one
will be very forward to thank another for that

which he finds only. done for hlS own fake.

"Tis the dlfhngul{hmg Mark of true erdo'fn
that it will ftand the longeft as well as ‘the
MiriGeft Enquiry : it will even in Txme over-
- come the ﬁ'rongeﬁ PreJudlces agami’r it

whereas a3
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whereas Cunmng, the mean Mimick of it, isal-
ways. dzfcovelmg itfelf, by over-a&ing its' Part ;

the moft fuccefsful Artifices being, for the moﬁ
part, fhort livid ; and at beft always termina-
ting fooner or later in Infamy and Deftraction.
The beaten Trackis the eafieft to find, and the
'furef’s to follow; and will: probably bring  you

the fooneft to the End of ‘your Journey: - Bye- |

* Pathsare generally but the Refuge of the Guilty,

and very often difcover thofe who defign to be
" conceal’d by ’em ; and when one confiders how -
much a fafer and a thorter Way it is to do one’s

Duty, than to * be ¢trying Experiments upon the
 World, and taking ten Times as much. Pains to

- pafs for Honeft as it would really coff one “to be ]
- truly ﬁ; ’tis. 1mpoﬂible to look upon -the
common: Praéhces of Mankind without at leaft

as much Af’comfhment as Indxgnatlon

Héw few.héye thére eﬁrér beén of the moit
fortunate Villains, whote Succefles -have not
~ been overbought by the Difficulties, they have

run through and the conﬁant Dangers ‘which -
' SRR havc .

% Aschbiop Tillgfn.
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have : attended them even in’ their - higheft
Elevations ? Not to mention’ ‘that Load of
Guilt and Infamy which has never fail'd .to
fit heavy upon them, to the very End of
their Lives.. So. that if one. were falrly to
fate the Accounts of thofe few overgrown
Tranfgreﬁ'ors of the known Laws of common
Juftice and Honefty, who have raivd them=
felves to be the Wonder as well as- Envy of
their Contemporaries; how feldom thould we
find that the ~Plirchafe - fo far anfwer'd the
Toils of the uneafy Purfuit as not to leave the
Ballance, in point of Happinéfs; very thuch

-againft ’em? Many good Qualities had Cefar ;

- he was brave; " eloquent, generous, and mer-
ciful: and: yet his unfatiable Thirft of Domx-‘

nion made him obnoxious to much the mo&

weluable Part of his Countrymen, and at laft
brought him to a violent Death; in which one
~of his Friends, fufpected even to be his own
Son,: thought it his Duty to be affifting; So
true it is; thatill Effects of fome Kind or other
,\wﬂl always attend 1ll Pra&ices; and tho they
‘may feem to fucceed for a Time; tho’ Power;,

Wealth, or Fame may be the Lot of the Di-

ﬂurbcrs of ‘\/Iankmd yet the unjuft Pofleflors

b | of
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of thefe imdginary Bleflings, can as little tafte
the Pleafures of the Enjoyment of ’em, as the
famous * Glutton could relith the Dainties of
~an’ quulﬁte Repaft, whilft a drawn Sword

hung dire@ly “over his ‘Head; which nothing
but the ftrength-of one poor fingle hair cow’d -
prevent from ~putting an ‘End at once to both

his Fea{’cmg and his Life. -

Cov’ D chbard the Thxrd have been contefit
W1th the Situation in which Fortune had Plac’d ’
him, how bright a Flgure might he havé made
in the Englith Story ? He was Brother to a

- great King; ‘his perfonal Abilities were equal to

his hlgh Station, he was made ProteGor of . the

ngdom ‘and 'might poffibly have been King -
of it in a natural Way. - But the Selfithnefs and

Cruelty of his: Dxfpoﬁtxon made the prefent -

" Pofleffion of a Crown appear cheaply purchas'd,

by .the Murther of his two young Nephews in -
“the Tower, “which loft him the Hearts of all

“honeft Men, and expos 'd him to “the - Mif-

fortune which foon after: befel him, of:being |
.attack’d from abroad, and deferted at Home;

* Damocles. -

O A o S S B0 T e R g o S e o 1§ S
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- fo that after all his Diflimulations, Frauds and
- Cruelties, - what - were the Rewards. of them,

- but a-fhort Reign, an untimely End and an
| mfamous Memory.

: MY Lord Herbert of Cherbury, * {peaking

- of the Death of Ferdinand the Catholick ; makes

this juft and beautiful Obfervation upon him.

¢ But while he efcap’d not the Opinion and

¢ the Name of Falfe——He neither complied

- ¢ with his Dignity nor indeed the Rules of -

¢ Wildom ; true Reafon of State conﬁﬁmg of

. ¢ fuch folid Maxims that it hath as little need =
. ¢ of Deceit as a fure Game at Chefs of a falfe

M Drau'ght ; there is no. Ufe of it therefore
s among the - wifer :Sort ; /
- * fupply of Ignorance among the ruder, and
- WOI'ﬁ: Kind of Stateﬁ:nen

as being —only a

T H U s we find that Cbarlés the Fiftﬁ, thﬁ' .

in the Troubles occafion’d by the Difputes of

- Religion in the Empire, he miftook his Intereft
- {o far as to condefcend to A¢t the mean Part
. of dece1vmg the Elector of Saxozzy 3 In thc

‘D2 unjuﬂ

. Ry
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unjuft Detention of the Landgrave of Heff,
had like to have been the Dupe of his own ill
judg’d Cunning, having efcap'd very narrowly

the falling into the Hands of his incens’d
Enemies, tho' he cou'd not efcape the Scandal

‘and leglacc of a Conduét as unworthy a great

Prince, as- ‘the Conﬁcrnatlon and Flwht it was

the Occaﬁon of

-So hkeW1fe szlzp the Second of Spam Who

'feems to have ‘refembled his Father only in the -

‘worft Part. of his Charatter, by abufing - the
Credulity of the Counts of Egmo_m‘ and Horn, {o

~ alienated the Affetions of his Subjects in- the

Low-countries, that aftér ‘a. long, bloody, and |

expenﬁve War,
t6 “an -ignominious Treaty, and" give up all his

he was at'laft forc'd to- ftoop -

Pretenfions to a State he bad loft by h.ls own

M1fmanagement

BAP‘TIST/! NANI in h1s Hlﬁory of

Venice, remarks very truly upon ‘King - Fames

Wthe Firft, that it was his  own falfe Politicks
that were the Occafion of his making {0 very

contemptlble a FIUU,I‘C in the Time of the'

the httle Artlﬁces he
~ made

‘well as the Succefs of his. Schemes

Lol

fade- ufe of to - render hlmfclf abfolute in a

free Country, had put it out of his. Power to |

act the Part that became him, in Foreign ' Af-
fairs, fo that the End of all his ﬁne-fpun
Schemcs of low ng-Craft was only to make

himfelf uneafy and hated at home, and confe-

quently impotent and ridiculous abroad

- THESE croekcd POllthkS thch gencrally. :

pafs under the Name of Reafonof State (to

avoid a much worfe that better belongs to ’em)

do indeed: fucceed fometimes, mfamous Points '

are ‘carried . by as infamous Expedlents and

the worthy Contriver is generally not a httle :

pleas’d with the Superxonty of his. Gcmus as
‘But Tlmc
fails not to thew, that, like a young Gameﬁer
he is but drawn in by his Luck, which he mlf

1 takes for Skill, to ftill greater -Betts and boldcr‘
| Play, till at lcngth he becomes: the Bubble of

his ewn Vanity and Fortune, and inftead of. the
Wealth and Reputation he aims at, meets W1th
thc Dxfgrace and Ruln he dcfcrves

v
. 1

BU’I‘ we fhall perhaps bc told that there are |
po Euz‘apza s but. upon. Paper that worldly. Af-
2l fam

v
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fairs muft be carried on by worldly Means, and
4. that in civil as well as military Condu&, you
mu{’c be arm’d like your Nelghbours if you

_ pretend to engage with them :
Ilz;:me our Harry the Elghth for treating -fome

of his Contemporanes as he had been: treated -
by them, or was he not rather. blam’d for not

doing it fooner ? Or could any Prince or State
~have dealt Wlth Ferdzmznd Charles, and an;
“¢is, - without : having recourfe to that Sort. o
: -Polmcks they feem’d fo fond of and:us'd 1rfl'o
| much ;- were ot Richlien and Mazarin the
great Reftorers of the French Grandeur, ‘that
" had been funk fo low by their domeftick Quar-

~rels? And did not France owe a great deal ta

their Conduét? A And yet neither of thefe Church~

‘men plqued themfelves much upon the Obli-

gations of their Profeffion, and the ‘latter more
efpecially- (having been employ d. often by his
= Predeceflor in fome not very rightéous. Schemes)

got fuch a Habit of Fraud that ‘he . grew .in-

famous for it, and it was look’d upon asa Mark
of great Weaknefs,: ‘to.put any Confidence in

him, or believe him capable of fpeaking as he

’ thought or keeping his Word in any thmg, when

| otherW1fc . e
1t Was hlS Intereft ta do .

~Did any.one - §

e AR ’ — T pep——
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To fet thxs Matter in a clear nght it wxll- :
be neceffary to confider the Confequences of the
Pohtlcks of thefe great Princes with rcgard to
themfclves their Kingdoms, and Eurgpe in ge- -
neral And as to themfelves, one cannot but .
obferve “how much Trouble and ' Uneafinefs,

~ they fuffer'd, how many . Difficulties they run -

into, and how many low and unworthy Aions -
were occafioned by thexr continual Endeavours -
to furprize and lmpofe upon each other : Fram-
¢4s, to put an End to" his long Captivity, was -
foreed to enter into Engagemcnts dxfhonourablc
and difadvantageous, impofed upon. him by the -
Emperor, which he never defigned tomake good,
and -which, perhaps,. had ‘he defign’d it, he
would not have been . ablc t0 have effected. -
Thence all thofe abufive Declaratxons Letters, .
Meffages, ‘and eyen Challcnges that made

em the. Jeft of forexgn Courts,  as well as the
Contempt of, thcn' own : And as. to then'
Kingdoms, how much lofs of Blood and Trea-
fure to carry. on Deﬁgns of no Benefit to their

‘feveral Countnes and Wthh feem’d rather to be

the Effects of Mahce and Revenge than the;
Rcfult of any_ dchberate and wife Counfcls -
, Then
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‘Theén as to Europe in general, the Turks took

the Opportumty of their (Larrels to make
themfelves ‘Mafters of the Ifland of Rhodes,

where they might have been very eaﬁly defeated

had -there beeri the leaft Union among{t the |

Chriftian Princes, to have defended it. How
 different was the Cafe in the Reigns of :}"am}i’s
 the Firft King of Arragon, and Ferdinand the
- Third of Ccy?zle about two Centuries be}t:ore ;
they by a We11~_]udg 'd Agreemient betweer; them-
felves, which they were prudent enoug nel:rer
fo let any little Interefts difturb, both- kep’; ; eg
nelghbourmg Territories free from the Mifchie
~ of Ravages: and Inroads; and likewife wc}r;e

enabled to- make large Conqueﬁs upon.. the.

Moars and bv that Means: laid the Foundatton
of the future Greatnefs of the Spamjb Mon-«

archy

"AND furely, notwrth{’candmg all that may

have been fald in - Favour of the great me- §

{trres of ch/aelzeu and Mazarzn “the Cardmals
D dmbozje and szenes dld more Good :r ra=
ther lefs Hurt to therr feveral Countrles u}r:?ﬁ
then Admmr{’rratlons were better belov dW i

. Re utatlon
they liv* d ‘and 1cft % much better Pbehmd

R~ I

IR T
behind them when they died, than either of the
other two with all therr Artifices and I‘ or=

' tune

- MACHIAVETL mdeed does in feveral
Parts of his Writings incline Very much to the
Ctafty in Matter of Politicks, but he’ hv’d at
a Time and ina Country where Scruples were
not in F aﬂnon efpecmlly if ‘they ftood in the ‘
way ‘of any notable Acquifitions, and fo feems
to have thought ‘the Honour lay more in ‘the
Succefs than the Means of obtammg it: He
was like Alexander, for cutting the Knot which
he could hot readxly untie, without conﬁdermg |
that might as eﬁ"e&ually have been done with ; 2

. Cook s Kmfe as a Conqueror s Sword.

- BuTas the Confequences muft always be taken

) - dnto the Account in the Condu@c of Aﬂ"alrs as

well as the prefent temporary Advantaces, no
Actions furely can be reputed wifc ones,. that

- pay o dear for their tranfitory Emoluments

as to purchafe em at the Risk of Fortune, and

perhaps not very diftant Evﬂs the Extent and
Duration of which *tis not in the Power of any

human Prudence to forefee

E PHILIP
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PHILIP Le BELL King of France
was very profufe in his Expences, and fo it be-

came neceflary for him to take all Methods of

" raifing upon his People the Money to anfwer
‘them : He valued his Minifters, but as they
-were fertile in Inventions of Oppreflion and
Fraud, he called in the Specie and Plate of his
Subjects, ‘and then bafely - delivered it back to

them again, very exorbitantly above the in-

" trinfick Value ; he laid arbitrary Taxes, and in
thort, omitted no fort of Injuftice, how mean
and crying foever, to pillage the Country ; his
Coadjutor ‘Marigny, after he had ferved his
Mafter forgot not himfelf, fo that his Admin-
ftration was, but a licenfed kind of Robbery, and

" Plundering the Kingdom under a Pretence of

Government.  Count Boullainvilliers (who
if he be at all partial, is partial on the right Side,

| ”;in_'"‘lz)efen_ce of the Liberties of Mankind againft .
~ the united Attempts of bad Princes, bad Mini-

' fiers,and bad Churchmen to deftroy them) gives

a very natura} but a very terrible Acc;bunt of
that Reign : France, fays he, infetted by the ill

Examplc of the Court, became almoft univerfal-

ly corrupt, there was nothing but Self-intereft, |
Extravagance and Diflolution. -The Great Men . |

“for
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for the moft part given up to Violence, Knavery
aqd Tr‘eafon,. had forgot all the N Oti(;ns of Hg? :
nour, Generofity, ‘and Faithfulnefs, o becom-
ing their Rank and fo much the Pradtice of their
_Aflceﬂors ; the Women outdid 411 others in abo.
m;nablg Excefles ; Pr_oﬁifutions and Poifonines
were their common Amufements and Diyerf,. -
ons. The great Officers of the ?'Kingdoni and
.z}ll vErho had any Share of Favour made ufe of
it v.v1th,_a‘kind of Oftentation and Vanify to the
Ruin of their Country ; and the cohméh-Péb-Q
p]c grew fo wicked and dangerous, that befides.
private Murthers, ‘they wow’d poifon  the very
Wells and Fountains, not c:aring" how -mai?-‘
‘.Tbo‘ufands perifhed, fo. that they could bu}tr'
gratify their Revenge upon a few Enemics of
their own, [ T R
Bur the "King paid very dear for the vals |
he " had been ‘the Occafion of ; his three Sons-
lecs.were con_vi&ed of notorious Adulteries,
for which one of them died by the Hands of ‘ali

Executioner ; and his whole ‘Fam“ily became

the Jeft and Scandal of the Publick.  Himfelf

grew fo odious and def'pi’cable,' that there was

a powerful Confpiracy framed againft him, the

| Apprchenﬁons: of which were gé;ncreill;%‘thoughb :

: t(‘)‘
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to have been the Occafion of his Death, ‘which

 inall Probability came but juft in Time to ﬁz .
him from being depofed or murthered ; and

left his Kingdom to his Succeflor in fo miferable -

a Condition, that it was a Worl; of great Tm;:
and Difficulty to recover it but. of that r;lmizld
‘and défperate State ; if indeed it can ever: be e
to have throughly recovcred; Pe.nﬁonary De‘ g .
obferves very rightly, that That is not to be calle

a Good Government, where the ‘Happinefs -or,

Mifery of the. Subjects depends upon the good

“or bad Qualities of thofe that areat the Helm:

~ But where the only Security of -tl}e Maglf"cxratz
ties iﬁ the due Performance of h1s f)f’ﬁce,' an |
*hehas no other Way of making himfIf fife,
| butby making his People happy. And it was.

probably for this Reafon he was always fo ftre-

nuous a Republican, imagining perhaps it -was

more likél_y to find fuch a Government _undcr a

. Commonwealth than a MQ“afChy-. .~

CERTAIN it is, fomething there feems to be
" of vicious and corrrupt in Man’s Nature ; *(how

ever it came there,) and iconfequ'eriltly‘ Reftraints |
tupdn Men in Power are the beft and indeed th_e' |
only.Seéu'riti'es“Qf their not z}b‘u_ﬁn’g it, " That fa~

mous

L2 ] N
mous faying of a_'Rmc_zizi Emperor; Odering.
dum Metuant, tends direttly to turn all Princes
into Tyrants, and Subjects into -Slaves ; -and
therefore of all Reftraints, that of  being obliged.
to act in fuch a Manner as to Ppreferve a good.
Reputation would furely be the moft ef.
fectual of any: Hypocrify as greata Fault as
it is amongft, private Men, may ‘be.in fome

Degree efteern'd a kind of Virtue amongft thofe
of high Stations, in that it at leaft p.refervic‘:s_g a.
Community from fuch a barcfac’d and exceffive
Proftitution, as bringsit to the very Brink of the.
P1‘¢cip_ic¢, 0! venalis Res publica, z}zox peritura

S Emptorem .z'zé,ize}z__;:az_‘, faid Jugurtha of the
Romans 5 a prophetical Speech and fully juftifi-~

fied by the Event. - Fora Purchafer s not long.

Wantmg When on-c;eb a »Co'untry.\come.s to be fet.

up 2t Auction, neither indeed is the Purchafe

very diﬁicult,_' fince it is geheral_ly fo cofz_itrivyed,‘, .

that the F bolé'gré bought with their own Mo-,

-ney',»r,in}d from a voluntary ‘a‘nd‘ \corrupt_SIave-; |

Iy, infenfibly b;ring.thgmfelves‘ into an abfqlli,té“ .

‘and perpetual Ope,

RUY GOMEZ DeSILVA wato
fay of the Inhabitants ‘of the low Countries,
T e
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 that they were as Fierce as Lions in Defence
of their Liberties, againft thofe who attacked
‘them by open Force ; but no People more apt
to give them up on a fudden by their own Folly
“and Humour. . |

o ’TI s the ufual Weakﬂeﬁ_ of Mankiﬁd to
fun headlong into the Extreams on each Side,

and generally they go from one to the other:

Many real Gricvances,;made an Oppoﬁtion ne-
ceffary in King Charles the Firft’s Days ;. but it

was not enough to remedy thofe Evils; the

World at that 7Ti=mc;WaskipOiT¢ﬁ'ed of _fu'ché
Spirit of Diffidence, that. no Security could be

found fufficient. * And thus by defiring more

than the Nature of human Affairs would admit
of, to avoid one fort of Slavery they fell into
- another, and efcaped the Effets of their
own Folly, but by the accidental Incapacity
of Richard Cromwell. No f{ooner had the
" * T mean not verbal Security cnly, !éha;*: was rightly ‘eno:'ugli
rejected,-but fome other more effeCtual might have been contrived
and was probably intended by the Earl of E/fex and his Party, till

by the Cunning of the other Side, and thé_"Treaghéry, of fome -

of their own, tlzey loft all Credit. '

1 Had Richardbeenas able and bold as O/iwer was, he-might
have fettled the Protectorfhip fo well, as to haye made his Sop or
any other who had fucceeded him, a mere Sultan uncoptroulable
by any Law, but that.of his own Will, and liable to no other Dag-
ger but the Fury of the Soldiers. '

' Chz{nges |
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Changes and Confufions of thofe zunfettlga"x |
Times, made way for the Reﬁauratién, | but
the old Frenfy return’d again, and the People
thought they could do no lefs than gi‘ve} u
all their own Rights to the Soﬁ; as they .hac};
with great Judgment taken away all the Rights
of the Crown from his Father, As . gdod luck
(the Wifdom of Fools) fav'd-our Anceftors j;;
the former Inftance; o in the Latter, one may
fay they came. off by a Kind of Miracle, fince
they ow'd their deliverance to the good Senfe, :

‘and difintereftednefs of two great Courtiers,
. e

one Qf which was Rewarded a;ftcirwardS'by fa‘ '
Pgrliamentary Profecution, which ended m his
Banithment, and 'tis poffible the other, if ha
h_ad»liv’c‘i longer might_hot h_ave gbne off with- -
out fome 'Mark of National Gra“t_itu"de. |

Dirricurr, very difficult it is, to prevent

the ill effects of epidemical Madnefs, to ftop the

Tide of it is impoffible, all thit can be done is

to br eak‘- a little it’s 'fo,r}ce, and to dire® jt a5

much as m‘ay,be"-;‘to the Jeaft dangerous Side.
This requires fome Judgment én,dﬂddréfs,f'- and

- hone but Men of the grcatéﬁ.‘lntégrity'Will be

at the risk"and trouble of the Experiment. A

much
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‘much more cafy and édvant;agio;is Sort of Po-
liticks it will be, to Swim down with ¢he
Stream, and make Ufe of its rapidity to carry
on a private Tfadﬁe, leaving ;hepﬁb]@kﬂ tc»)’ ﬂ;}ft
for itfelf, as happens but too often to be the

Fite of thofe, who have labour’d and loft mof’c B

in it’s Service.

3 AN p here who can chufe but reflect on the

unaccountable Témpers of moﬁ Men 3 ‘(.)fte_n
ready to contrive, ‘and always active in carrying

~on fuch Meafures as ‘end in their own unhap-
= pikhefs | There feem’s to be an efgrnal Fluctu-
~ation in all worldly affairs. Reftlefs andr'ur‘x‘— -
'i’cea'dy,_ywcary of their old Cuftoms and Ufages, -

and tir'd of even the very beft _Conﬁitutions

“human Policy " can framﬁ, ~greedy after'_ the
’ Leeks ‘and Onions .of their Neighbours, .and

preferring ’em to'- the greateft Dainties of their
own Growth. - What a' Numbei of voluntary

Evils do Men bring upon themfelves ! The Rdad .
lies plain and eafy to all- that Happinefs we are

capable of in Society,” and we muft firft réfdlve

to. leave the beaten Track : before it ‘isi pqﬂ'iblé |

for us to loofe ohri_.Way. A L

- I cou'n
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~ Icou’p never read the account Diodorus the

N z‘cilg;azz gives of th'c:: aneient ;Egyplt"i‘mz‘;f_ Without
the utmoft V'Satisfayé"cipnl andComplacen cy. That
noble _‘ Simphc1ty of ' Manners makmg | the pub..
lick Good the chief End and Aim of all their
Politicks, what. a ‘great Idea does it give one of
the Prudence and Honely o that wie gl
The fevere Laws againft Per')ury,Calummes,
and Cruelties, as well to Strangers as 'thfc;ir‘l own
Kindred and Acquaintance, muft have ‘made

 their Lives very fafe and eafy ; and: thofe ex+

cellent regulations to. prevent the many Abufes
of Courts of J uftice; the Cowardice and ‘Info=

| -le;i‘céj of the «Soldjc'ryy;‘y-thc ill effects of Idle-
- nefs, Pride and Villainy amongft' the common

People,: muft have renderd theii Properties no
lefs- fecure : But what- feems . moft admirable

of all was their making - infamy a more terrible
- Punithment . than even Death  itfelf; S T

 8mam tightly placd s the beft. Guard of

Virtue : Laws may indeed punith great and'no-
torious Crimes, Robbers and Affaffins may meet

With- the jutt Reward of thieir Villainies'; but
the  natural Malignity of ill' Men willfilt have B
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great Scope to exercife itfelf, to the Prejudice
.of Socrety Prrvate Inju{’nces Fr: auds ‘ahd De-
fariations, may be cartied on o' as not to cotne

WCII unde‘r fhe Cogmzance ‘of the Magtﬂ:tate S

Tribunial. ‘Befides, Lavi'“may be evaded, ]udges
corrupted Evrdences ‘hir’ d, when once there is
nothrng to be fear'd except the Ax and‘the Grb-
bet. - But - Shame will have a much Tmore €%~
tenﬁve ’InﬂuenCe When the Great cannot glory

Cin Oppreﬂions ‘the Rich in therr iy gotten

Ffrdtes; fior the thean {'p1r1ted’enVIous Wrctch in
Kis litfle' Abtsiof Milice and Detraction:* ‘When
the ‘Crimyitials :of -all Kinds are " “treated: wlth
Deteﬁatlon and ‘Abhorfrence ;-and Contempt is
the no-16f certain Confequcnce of pnvate@f-

fences, ~than Ruin: and Death will be-of: publick
“thete  will " then be- Jittle

afd- ﬁagrant ofies,
FOCIOr mcéuragement for ill A&iens- of any
Kind: The Hazard will be’ too - évident, ithe
~ Gains too uhdertain; ‘and, ‘what is more terrible
to fome Sort of Men, the Poﬁ'eiﬁon will be

table

There needs furely no . Pcronger Proof of the '\

powerful [Effe :the fear of Infamy. has .on-the

mmds

“after alﬂ)ut precanous uneafy, and uneomfor-» |

L it e
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mxnds of “Men, than to confider,-that- it will -
maké “em confront ‘the greateft Dangers and 0
boldly almoft upon certain Death- itfelf ; agd
that not only in defence of their Countr agd’;
their juft Rights and Prrvrledges (for: thxsywe .
lefs to be wonder'd at,) but even upon 'the nnorf(t3 |
- Tomantick . Expedltlons of  Ambitious ' Princes, - j
and the idle le Quarrels, which -the F olly, Inca--
pacity, - or . Corruptron of therr ‘Minifters ma-v
- happen to bring ’em into, : A fenfe of Shamy
will, ‘we fee, likewile check the next i’cronoef:
Paﬁion to the Love of Llfe Wthh is the Love
of Pleafure The very. Women Whofe great Idol
it is, and . who feem to . thmk themfelvee born
as it were, to be: the Playthmgs of the World
and to be for ever running thro’ a. cour; b ;
Gallantry durmg their whole Lives, az:
very often fo afraid of Scandal, asto facuﬁce ti
Intereft to their Character : Take away this }; "
rier, and leta contrary F a{hxon once prevan in . |
Country, and you will foon fee, the fame, W\,w

men fettmg examples to the Me .
n Of th s
abandon d leerum{m and R akery c mo £

Sr NC E therefore Governments may have ﬁzer ¥

a ﬁrong Hold upon Mankmd by rrghtly di-'

--a,t«:. F 2

r»é’ang
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re@ting and applying this Paffion to the Benefit of
Society, for which Purpofe it was probably. de-
ﬁgn’dzbyf Nature ; What fhall we fay of thofe

who both by Example and Precept, in A&ion

and in Converfation, take fo much Pains to ex
plode and ‘drive it. out Q’f' the World? ,.T.o
g.ox\rer‘n Men by encreafing and fomenting their.

© “Vices, when- it might be as eafily, \!‘-‘a‘n'd." chh‘ |
* more fufely done, by the nurfing up Virtue a-'

mong ’em, what a Madnefs and Folly is it
"Tis as if 2 Gentleman fhould employ all ‘his
T enaynts', Vaffals and Servants in p;:;?émal th}e"f
ihg from ' his Neighbours for his own. B,gpeﬁt;
till he had fo much accuftomed them to 2

‘Habit of Idlenefs and Plundering, that they |
would become both ufelefs and dangerous to |

“himfelf.

Tye greateft Encomium that was ever made
R ‘upgngthé'_.fafpous ’ Mlmf’cer 'Rz’ebzlf:e:u,‘ was the
calling him a GenieVaft, an E);'prcﬁion» not fully
to be explain’d in Englifb without a P‘aﬂraphr;;fe:}
Tt was faying that his Views were all Grand, his
Politicks employ'd upon great Defigns, and
condu@ted in o noble and generous Way'
threasfhe ‘Cardinal De Retz defcribc:sS his
PO T e

 proferib’d and forc’d to fly out of France, and
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| SuCCcﬁ'o‘r'Mc;za,rz'n as a defpicable little Fellow,

chiefly employ’d in fecuring himfelf, and filling

all Places with his own Dependants and Crea-
tures, purfuing thefe worthy Ends by as worthy
Means, fuch as Spies, Falthoods, Frauds and
Briberies ; -and in thort, debafin g the Character
of :a Firft Minifter. of 'a great: Kingdom, into
that of a common Sharper or Pickpocket : And
the Canfequence was natural upon fuch a. way
of proceeding; . he brought, Afays the ;.Carvdi'x__lall
De. Retz, the: Government into. Coﬁtempt',;' the
‘moft dangerous Diftemper of a State, © - ..

- Richelien in all his moft bold and dangerous
‘Bchemes, - for. fome fuch he had by which his
‘Country then fuffer’d and even, :ﬁil'l“fuﬁ'e'rs, f;yef -

- however preferv’d Appearances as much as pofs

fible, and feem’d  even to have with’d he could
have been a better Friend: to :the Publick -
.Whereas Mazarin fhick at nothing, -blufh’d -at
nothing, and even in- the very beft Thmgs he
ever happened to do, the bad Heart ‘was vifible,
and he plainly appear'd to be acting againt  his

- Nature. This made his - Adminiftration mean
as well as odious : ‘He was oppos’d, threaten’d

3

would
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ould probably never have got back again, had
it not been for the obftinate Folly of the Queen
Regent his Friend, and the wrongheaded Jea~
loufies, Emulations, and Quarrels of his Enemies.

A Genie Vaft in Politicks wants not the Help

of - bafe Methods to carry ‘onthe Bufinefs of a
Kingdom, and is too wife not to fee the ill Ef-
fe@s of “em.: Thereis nothing more eafy than
to’ mtroduce Corruptions into a State; and no-
thmg more difficult then:to root them' out a-
gain when once they ‘come to ‘fpread ‘wide:"
Majorien Emperor of the Weft, was abrave,
an able, and'a Worthy Man, but it Was his ‘Lot

to. govern in times.of great Licence ; he made
. a Shift however,’ to reftore fome (_)rder amongft

the Troops, and in the Finances of the Empire,

“but he could never get the better of the Corrup-

tions of hlS own' Court A late Hxﬁonan ob-

« of new. Eﬁabhfhments and States have feldom

¢ any but foreign Enemies to defend themfelves

agam{t whereas he that goes about to recover
a Nation out.of a Condition of Miftule and
¢ leorder ‘will:find - himfelf furrounded ‘with

AF Enemles at home and: often thofe. that: are
: _‘ neareft'

:~n
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¢ meareft his own Perfon. - Hiftory ﬁlCWS ‘us
© many Heroes that have fucceeded in founding
¢ new Kingdoms or Comm@nwealths but one
¢ meets with not abeve two -or three who have
.been able to reform fuch as have once fank
¢ into - Vilenefs and . Degeneracy

<

A viclent

- ¢ Death is the common: Reward of : Attempts

¢

“ofithis kind. - How important therefore i is.the
Preventxon of fuch Evils which {pread fo. fuft
and take fuch deep Root, and yet if not {oon
remed1ed rarely.end in any thing fhort of Rujn:?
And this naturally- calls to.my Mind.that ‘excel-
.lent RefleGtion Mr. Rol/m makes upon ‘the 4.
‘thenians, when they ‘had loft thexr Conﬁxtutxon

xand ‘were fubjeGted to Antgbaz‘er They ‘were,

C
* fays he, a Sett of ‘mutinous and ; mercenary
€

¢ Fellows, -without . the leaft- fpark of - Virtue
¢ -or Notion-of - Juftice, puffed: up Wlth afalfe
Tdea-of *Liberty, but - quite :ignorant - of the
- Bounds it oughtto have, the Duties jt requxres
“-or the ‘Ends - for Whtch it was deﬁgn

-~

e

Tn E lee and F all of' States&xs Matter of curi-
ous Obfervatxon and perhaps one.of the moft ife-
ful Leflons to be learnt ﬁ'om Hxﬁory T thall
not undertake to determme whcre Luxury firft

: o “begins




‘begins amongfta People, tho’ it feers afittle odd
“to fuppofe, as fome have affected ’t‘o:‘c\io,- that it
fhould begin with the inferior and poorer Rank of
"“Men. Certain however it is, that from thence
moft flourithing Nations may date their Decay
“and Deftrution. - As idle and extravagant Ex-.
- pences prévai"l,‘::_:Induﬁry CTOWS lcfs,' and Wéalth
"diminithes : = Unufual, unjuft, and unjuftifiable
"“Methods are found out to bring in Money, and
*all fHll too little to fupply the Wants that Folly
“and - Vanity ‘are eternally encreafing. - _"Hent:e |
~ arife Emulations, Envyings, Hatred and Diftruft,

~the Bane of Society. " Courage is enervated, -all

“Notions of Honour, ‘Love of their ,Coﬁﬁffy,
‘and Zeal for the publick Welfare are deftroyed -
~amongft Men ; - And in their Place arife, little
Arts, low Defigns, and mean' Contrivances to

‘extort from -and' prey upon one another. Juf-

' tice itfelf becomes  venal, and what alone can

- check. and ‘controul this prevailing ' Evil; does

* but by the Abufe of it, add Fewel to the Flame;
" and like a corrupted Air in time of Peflilence,

kills thofe who fly to it for Relief.

* -+ Non'auro, te@ifve modus : menfafque priores
. Afpernata fames : cultus geftare decoros -~ * .~
Vix nuribus, rapuere mares : fecunda virorum' .
o+ Paupertas fagitur ;. totoque acceflitur orbe, -
. Quo gens quaque perit. Luc. Lib, Prim,

IT

- The World could be no more govern'd

| i)f Mankmd may imagine

S s B

It would be endlefs to mention . the- many -
Mifchiefs of Luxury, they are fo numerous;
and needlefs, fince they are fo Vvery apparent DL
have 'therefore alWays thought fuinptuéfy Laws:
a2 'neceﬁgry “part of ‘the -;C.Olqﬂitutidn -of -all
Countries: - Since one Man is not to be fuffer'd to
invade the ‘Property of another, ‘why .fh‘c;ul.d he
Be allow’d to arrogate to himfelf the Diftinctiong
of thofe of a fuperior Station in Life? . That
* levelling Principle; the darling Whimfey of
the unthinking and vainglorious, is',fo‘\fefj?'ébfxird;

| oge-Would-‘ be 4furpriz'cd (1f any;-‘thing‘rin this

World could be thought wonderful) how it

. fhould ever enter into even the weakeft Head

Difference of Ranks is as requifite

ey - requifite in-a Com-
munity as different - Seafons are in

aClimate:

the former, than it could be fed and mamlttzzl’lc; |
without the latter N ét;ufé cannotfubﬁf’c Wlth.— |
out Q:dgg, iliQif Qrd¢r Withdut fome A Inequahues :

and could ever Men be brought to a reafonable
Reflettion upon themfelves, they would cafily
fee that this Gricvance, if it be one, is upg.
voidable.  But whatever the ill judging Pare

who know no other

m

* Vid 43, De. Rep. Lib. IL. Viet, Ediv, Flor. Pag. 115,

G ~ Rule
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Rule of- A&ton but their own W111 -the I;xef., |
cutive Power, -whofe duty it is; and hw ofe:
- conftant: Bnﬁnefs it thou'd be, to watc hover
| the whole, muft, if they cannot perfwade, how-.
“ever compel them, to comein. A Governn;ent
can fearcely ever be too mild in Thmgs o ar;
1nd1&erent Nature, or too fevere in mat;ers (;:
Importance ~and -Danger. - “The Publick mu

not be facrificd to the Caprice or Humoxllr
~of the Mad and Phantaftical, and: there only

re
wholefome Severities are commendable t}/the
unconcernednefs or Indolence ‘wou d be de brug< -,

txve -

THE Mrsfortune is, anate Views are for- i

ever mixing themfelves in pubhck Tranfaéhons
and what ufually goes under the fpecxous Namc
of Politicks, is too’ often nothing more than the
mtere{’ted Schemes ' of a Fa&ion or a Cabal
Hence it~ “formetimes happens, that Luxury be-
" comes an’ Engme of State, and is 1ndu{’tnouﬂy
h promoted as a Means of 1mpover1{hmg and

with more ‘Eafe, and plunder’d with lefs lequet

ning, ‘W when the Means fo .often dei’croy the

[ 43 T

Ends they are defign’d to Serve,  The Corrupt
the Bafe, and the’ Degenerate may-be :faid to
live at the Mercy of the Generous, the. Enter-
prizing, and the Bold, " They may be infulted
- with impunity, invaded with Succefs, and even
conquer’d . without ‘much Difficulty, Dczrzzzs
no doubt thought - himfelf very fecure when
he furvey d his own vaft Army, and. con-'
fider'd the fmall Number of the Mdcedmmm '
who were coming to Attack him : And had the'
great Cyrus been there with a much leﬁ; Body
of ‘his old  Perfians, ’tis- probable Alexzzfzder

~might have met wrth ‘the Fate he deferv’d

‘But Darius found to his coft, that all hrs Gran-
deur 'was - 1mag1nary, a Grandeur of the Eye
alone, no ways able to abide the Teﬁ of an

| Engagement with a. handful of hardy drfcrphn’d ;

Soldiers, clad i m plam Steel and anlmated wrth \
true Courage | | -

REMARKABLE even to a degree oer- -

dxcule 1s ' the Account we have of an Incrdent
| humbhng a People ; that they may be governd in’ the famous Battle of Pha rfalia.  Ce /czr |
| order’d his Veterans to pomt their - Spears at

‘But alafs! how fhortfighted is ‘husan Cun- |1 the Faces of the fine Young Rommz Gentry

in the Army of Pompqy Amaz’d at thxs un- -
Ends g e

G 2 expeé’ted |




. of Living.

, ,ﬁi.oyfd"_,bggfdrc.’their Arrival, 0 e

~ which is abfolutely ,n_éééiTarY fbr the Support
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expected Attack upon theikr‘:Be’ailty, fl’_?.;héy fore
oot their Courage, and run all away which they
might as well have done for fear of diforderipg
their Drefs or fpoiling their Cloaths. - e

" Tar Turks, fora confiderable tract of time
together, by the ‘ravpidity of ‘th‘.éi,fl‘* Conqpeﬁs,
alarry’d and terrify’d all Europe, but they bw’d |
their Succefs in a good Meafure to the great

Sﬁbjé&ionﬁof their Troops 1n )t’irlnen?of .'Walj, |
and the - Simplicity of their Diet and 'Magneg .
: -+ This made’em refolute to undergo

T e - ]

the fatigues. of “thofe long'and bloody Sieges

they undertook, and enabled ‘em o fubfift
fuch -numerous Armics, fo far ingag’d in an
Enemy’ s Country commonly laid Wg{’ge and .dCrir" |

[}

S et R

Tu E'R'E ’is a Kind of a publick; D,ecoruﬁ{; .

of all States; Society is a Sort of Machinery,
| é,Ver& .i:ﬁ‘dividual has “his ‘Part to A&, and if |,
“even any of the loweft Springs are qut. of Ordcf,
“the whole Frame {uffers fome Damage, ,ar}d if
it b'elcfoﬁ'ni\(’d at and left to grow and engreafe, |

i
|
|
Confufion will follow, = .- o ]

R R AR S CHON AT R
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 PRINCIPIIS Obfia, is 2 very valuable
Maxim in the Body Politick as well as the Na-
tural Body, when the Evil gets to a Head, thé
Remedies muft be Violent, and altho’ Neé-
ceffary, yct' are often Dangerous: *Tis for ,“th;is o
- Reafon, the manners of a People thowd be
carefully attended to and obferv’d. If by the
Accidents of foreign Wars, or domeftick Dif-
.cords, fome new Cuftoms are introduc’d ; if
Infolence, Rapine, and Cruelty thou'd take the

~ Place of Decency, Frugality, and goc_igl Nature; |

~’tis high time for a Government ‘to.

and prudently and vigouroufly put a Check to
“the growing Irregularity of fuch a Spirit. Peace
‘and . Plenty, as good Things as they are, have
et their ill Sides; andif thcy | pr(')’dpcé'P_r(‘)'di-
gality and Diffolutenefs ém@ng& .__a' People, they
 will in a very litle Time have as ill Effedts, as
the yortt that are to be fear'd from the contrary
extreams. Every Country has its different Hu-

mours, Manners and Difpofition ; and if it is
 not very difficult for a Man much converfant

in the World, to diftinguifh the Natives of each i

~ Part of it by fomething peculiar.in. their Com-
| \Plexiqnys and Behaviour ; He may do it Bl

morc , (NIRRT
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more caﬁly by their feveral Tempers, Habits,
and F arlrngs It wouw’d be too invidious a Tafk
to produce the many Inftances that mrght occur
and contribute to the Proof of thls Affertion :

The ufe I wouw'd make of i it is only to obferve
- how proper a Thmg it is for all Governments

to have an- Eye to- thofe partrcular ill Qual-

lities, that may be occafion’d by Clrcumf’cances,
",manner of Living, or perhaps may be the Effe@s
‘Thelate Peter, -
who very well deferves the N ame of the Greaz‘ :
- Cgar of Mofeovy, told a F oreigner of (Lahty,
who" was then' at " his Court and feem’d fur- ‘

of the Climates they live under.

prrz’d at the Severity ‘of fome late Executlons

that he did not know the N ature of that People |
and’ Were it not for the rigour of fuch Punlth..
~ ments, no Man' coud ﬂeep fecure in" his Bed
at My ofeow. “And there is no one who confiders
the very different Figure, ‘that great Krngdom :
now makes in Ezmw from what it did halfa
Century ago but muft: admire the Judgment |
" Condu&, and Vrgour of that Prince, who cowd
Cin fo thort a Time, turn Darknefs into Light,
' "and by the beft Ufe that pcrhaps was ever made
iol,' an arbrtlary Authorrty, convert a Herd of |

avages mto an orderly, polite and gallant Na.
v . tion,

L ] A
tion. I fpeak here of thofe employed in their

- civil 'and mrhtary Affairs, fince of them only"

their Nerghbours can be. Judges; for *tis fcarce}
poﬂible to conceive the - Reformatron can have ,‘
extended to the whole: Dominions, fo hard a
Matter has it -always been to abolith Barbarifm
defended as it .it generally 1s by Obfhnacy and
Ignorance . N . '

IN the ear]y Acres of the World we ﬁnd the |
Law—grvers took great care of the Manners of
the People ; Lycurgm and Solon, both acted up--

. on this great Principle, rlghtly concludmg that
¢ to make Men good Subjeé’cs, the furefl Way

was firft to make them good Men. " It was for
this Reafon Lycurgzzs directed that the Educa-
tion of Children fhould be the Bufinefs of the
Pubhck ‘They were to be inftructed together
in Schools appomted for this Purpofe, - that they
mrght be taught to"obey and reverence their Su~
periors, to make the Laws of - then' Country the

Rule of  their- Ac”nons and get a” Habit of Sub. -

mrﬁ"lon in their Youth, to fit them the better
for publick Oﬂices and Command as they grew -
up to, an Age and Experience forit, - Solm like~
wife, amongﬂ: ‘Mmany other good Regulanons, .

\ obhced
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: o obhged the Senate of the dreopagz to enqune
. into the Way of Life of their Subjedts, how -

| they fubfifted Themfelves and their Famlhes :

and to: pumfh feverely fuch amongf’c them as

B were found idle, negligent, or extravagant How}
) many Mifchiefs would fuch a- Method prevent
‘how many Lives would " it- fave and What a»‘

Fund of Riches Would it be toa tradlng Couna 3

try. Other - Laws feem calculated for the Pu-
m(hment of Crimes;

them "T'is to a ‘bad, or rather no Educatron at.
all, that fo many People owe their Rmn “The

latter is commonly the’ Cafe of the poorer Rank i
of Mankind ; they - want the Means, and o very
~ feldom entertain the Thoughts “of havmg therrfl
- Children brought up to the Knowledge of any' )
thing, but what may Juﬁ enable them to keep .
“and even “the Rich content-' :

from - Ptarvmg ;
themfelves with the common Road of a School
where little 1s ever taught but the bare Know-»_
ledge of Languacres and where the Mafters, ge-
nerally chofe by Favour or Intereft; arft as one

mrght well expect, - and are much more con-' E
eerned about the Perqurﬁtes than the Duties of -

Some frnall fmattenng of Greek
| and

| the1r (§ alhnc

e e S e e e

‘but thefe tend toa much -
better Purpofe preventmcr the - Commiffion’ of |
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and Latm, the knowmg the - Meafures -of a |
Veife, and the being able to write a_ Pacre or_

two of Words with little or no’ Meamng, pro-- S
vided there be no- falfe Graminar i in' it, “which’ o

is what they call Exercifes, make up the - Whole' |
Merit of a very. promrﬁng Boy If there be: any
further Care ‘it is commonly to Tivet | ‘them to
fome Church, Se&;, or Form of Rehgron wrth a
“total Ignorance of, and a thorough Averfion to

.+ all'others ; a'right' Method no doubt to make R
Men - fiery, wrongheaded Bxggots but never .

good szens,\ nor ufeful’ Members of a Com-
munity. - But were Publick Schools (as furely
they ought to be) provrded marntamed and

- watched over by publick Authonty the Poor

wou'd not ‘want what was neceﬂ'ary for the In< |
ﬁruéhon of therr Chrldren ‘and the chh WouId

- be ' much ‘more: fecure - of its’ bemg performed

honef’cly, drhgently, and ufefully ‘each might be
taught what was proper for'them in their diffe-
rent ‘Stations, and all would be well ground: -

ed in Principles of Probity,  Juftice and " Be-

nevolence ; without | which - Relrgrou is but

a Name, like putting a Badge on ‘a Man’s
Coat to denote him to be of this or that
Company, Wrthout acquamtmg him . Wlth the

- H o e Skill
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' Sklll and Knowledgc of the Trade he bclongs
to ; neither can I think fuch a Cafe at all below
the Dmuty of. the fupream Power, . tho’ the
‘great Affairs of a State are generally underftood
to be the encrcaﬁng their Revenues at home,
and the Manacrement of their Alliances and
Conqueéfts abroad 5 “but thefe are like the Super-
firucture of a Buﬂdmg, which tho’ never fo or=

namental and - fhowy, will be of little Ufe or

Duration unlefs the Ground—work be f{trong,
{olid, and it good repair ; A nght Education
of Youth is this Ground—work, upon which all
the reft leans

it the more,. and  deftroy it the- fooner. But
as the beft Education will not always get the
‘bettér of a bad Difpofition, and as there is fuch

~ ari unaccountable Malignity in- fomc Natures

_ thfxt likea barren Soil no Culture can improve
the next care of the Commu-
ity fhould be to watch over them, and pr event
 their il Enc{’cs ;.and this can no way better be |
done than, 9ccoxdmg to that Law of Solon, ta

kcep them employcd Werc Overfeers in the |
feveral . |

‘or amend thcm

| ‘and if that be wrong plac’d, il |
| compa&cd or carelefly put together ; the Bulk,
often mlﬁaken for the Power, of a Commumty,‘ ]

R hke the Omaments ofa Buxldmg, do but oppre(éf
i provement of their Lands :

Afelves did not think it below their Dignity to
B <make frequcnt Vifits to-the feveral Provinces 'of
their great Empxre and when their cther Affairs
-did not allow them that Leifure, fome of the '
‘greateft Men in Rank, and moft eminent for
_'Ablhtles and Problty, were deputed -in thexr
ftead.© And in thefe Vifits not only Matters re-
lating to the Troops the Finances, the Admini-
'-A{’cmtton Qf Juf’ace and the ﬂounﬂnng of Trade

| [sr 1
feveral Diftricts appointed to infpect the pnvate
Behaviour of each Famxly, to- fee that none
were exempt from' the comnion and- necefTary
Employments of Life, but that they were pro-
vided ‘for by an honeft and- ufeful Indufi’:r
Idlenefs, the uhiverfal Parent of all Roauery ar}:t’f
lechlef might eafily be check’d. 'And who-

. ever conﬁders what vaft Numbers - are made

mlferablc themfclvps and contribute  to make

others fo too, by being left to their own Sloth

and Perverfenefs, cannot but agree that fuch
2 Regulation would be of the higheft Benefit to
the whole, as well as to every mdmdaal ‘Mems-
ber of ‘a Society. Xenop/adfz in-his: account of
“the  Perfran Government, takes notice of . the -
great Care they had .of . the Cultivation and Im-
The Kings: them-

Ha
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and Commerce were diligently enqun'ed 1nto;
but the publick Buildings, Roads, Bridges,
‘Woods, and “the very Agriculture and Handi-
craft Trades” were examined and infpected.
And thofe Governors whofe . Provinces ~were
- found in the beft Cond(ition' in thefe feveral Re-
. {pects, were {ure to meet With Favour and Grati-
' fications ;- a¢ ' thofe who were found otherwife, |}
‘never fail’d of being difcountenanced or remov- '
ed. Cyrus the Younger, went even fo farasto |
‘inform himfelf of the Culture and Condition of

. the Gardens of pnvate People in order to di-
. their very Belng to the Number of ufeful Hands

. they can employ, and as Luxury fets Men above

ftinguifh fuch as were Remarkable for their good

o Husbandry, - from thofe that were idle and ‘ne-
= gugcnt in their Affairs; . What an Encourage- :
- ment. mui’c it have been to. mduﬁry, when pro- |

per Officers ‘were appointed by the Pubhck to
 furvey from time to time the Management of

~ the Husband-man to commend and even. re-

a ward the Acive and Skillful, and reprlmand and

| . punith : the Indolent, the Ignorant,; and ' the
~Slothful... T here is a Reftleflnefs in the ‘Mind

“of Man, Wthh fhews him to have been by

. Nature, deﬁoned for, A&xon and there is fcarcc A
..anyone’ of fo Iazy a lepoﬁtlon but muit be

- doing : fomethmg or - other ; thofe: who do no

-good '
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good will be very apt to do fochlef' and as the
Publick is obliged to prevent the one, fo they
have a juft Right to expe@t and demand the
other at the Hands of fuch who live under their
Protetion. " Liberty which is. only a Secunty»
from Oppreffion, can never be pleaded in De- -

N » fence of Diforder, fuch an Independency would
| in effe® difolve the Bonds of Society, and

make the wildeft Deferts, and the moft obfcure
Retreats, preferable to the Uneafinefs and Ha~
zards of a populous Commumty All Coun-
tries,and more efpecially Trading Countries, owe

their Bufinefs, fo Idlenefs makes them N eedy
and Defperate, fit only to difcourage the Dili~-

gent, and find Work for an Executloner If
Princes would give. themfelves the Trouble to |

look into the Hiftory of their own'and other

. Natlons “they would quxckly fee that Seditions
! and Tumults, are the: Effe&s of Prochgahty '
| Lazinefs and Infolence thofe ‘who bufy them-
felves in fome ufeful Calhng have neither Lei- -

fure nor Inclination to be fa&ious and turbulent,

| they. can only lofe i in a fhort Time what they |
have been long acqumng, and no Man. ‘Was

3 - , ‘ cver
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, sl
ever mad enough to be willitig to rifque a quiet

“and growmg Subftance of his own, for the Un<+

<certainties of a’ Scramble, to gratify the Paf-
fions, Difcontents, and Ambition of others.
“The Peace as well as Wealth of a ngdom
both cqually depend on good Orders being pre-
ferved in it. + And that Minifter ferves his Ma-
fter as ill as his Country, who is weak enough
to frame Schemes of Greatnefs to the former,
by corruptmg, and confequently enervatmg ané

Weakenmg thc 1attel

T HE Truth mdeed is, that all fuch Me+
‘thods of ‘Government are rather the Refources
of the Unworthy, ‘then the Refult of any‘

| ~wife or ‘deliberate Refolutxons A Man ‘may
“have great Ambition, as . well as great Avarice,

“with very little Capac1ty ;-and it is generally

.a Mark of a little Genius to over rate his own

Worth ‘If then -fuch a ‘Man fhould happen
| 1o -get. into Play, he will aim at every Thing,
but as he has not the proper. alents, he muft

ds fot the Want of them by others 7
“ualse amends fof | courfe without esamining any farther: Had
and keep out by any Means

.of--a lower Kind,  He muft gain thofe who

can help him;
thofe who- deferve better - than himfelf

o

{hoxt
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fhort he muft ftick at nothmg to carry hxs |
“Point. Thus what he has acquired by one
ill Artifice, he muft fupport by a° thoufand,
till the Power he at firft defired out of Wan-
tonnefs, ‘becomies neceffary for - his Preferva-
‘tion, and then his Bufinefs is to ftand his
Ground at any Rate, and the Mafter who
employ’d and the Country who paid him, muft |
expet to be facrific’d alike when' ever it fhall
be his Intereft to ruin one or both of them as
it may beft tend to his own Security* -

M oN ‘.TA I G N. obferves humorouﬂy
enough that Fortune (to thew her great Power
in all human Affairs) fince fhe cannot ‘make a
F ool 2 wife Man has however taken care to

give him fo much Succefs, that he may pafs

for wife, at leaft in the Opinion of the World. |
"This is what Occafions fo much wrong. reafon-
ing amongft us.  Men are apt to judge in the
grofs without giving themfelves the TrOuble'
of a nicer Enquiry; .and {o if the Event has
been Alﬁéky,\ the Counfells are applauded of

Alexander and Cefar been deftroyed -at their
firft fettmg out on thejr romantxck Expedi-
. , / tions
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txons the former in his mad Attempt to pafs a

great River in the Sight of an Army above
tnple the Number of his own ; and the latter
by the Defertion of his Legions when they
found they were to be employ’d .in ‘the ruin-

ing their Country ; what would have been -

faid’ but that - one died the Death of a Fool,
and the ‘other of a Traitor ?* And fuch would
then “have ‘been the Charalers of our two
O‘reatef’c Heroes of Anthuxty, | o R
IT becomes therefore neceflary to look a
little more narrowly into. the Behaviour of

~ thofe Perfons ‘who have had the Government |
- of States cOmmltted to their Care, that we may |
be better able to difcern how well’ they may

have deferv’d that Truft, whether the Succefs-
ful have been’ always wife and good, and

| Whether thofe that have - mlfcarned have been
weak and wicked Men, or- Whether the dire&

conttary has ‘not been mof’t commonly the
1{C ’ - o ‘ '

INDEED not go to fo far backwmds as the an-»’
cient Governinents of the Greeks, Perfi ans, &c. |
T hoie who for want of Lexﬁue or Lancrucres

- have

oS, S e
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“have not an. Opportunity of confulting the ad- .
- mirable Writers from whom the Accounts of

them are taken, may find them in Rollin’s
judicious Collections of old Hiftory, with many
very juft and honéft, and confequently valuable
Obfervations and Refle@ions of his own: I
fhall therefore confine myfelf to later Times,
where there may be found Inftances enough to
confirm and illuftrate all thofe neceﬁ'ary Truths
which by the Artifices of Knaves and the Tnadver-
tency of Fools, have been fo darkened mifre-
prefented, and confounded; as to be almoft loft
tho’ the well bemg of the World does fo

plainly depend upon the Knowledge andﬁ
Praéhee of them |

B e thould  not (one Would xmagme) be
'neceﬁ'ary fo much as to ‘mention 2 Maxim fo
undeniable,’ as that the End and Deﬁgn of all
-Government muft have been the Benefit of the\

~whole People, if the mean F lattemes of 1 many‘
‘worthlefs . tho’ learned - ‘Men;, had not render’d
1 this Docftrme in a- Manner problematlcal 1n,
order to enable the few to opprefs and tyranmze

over the - many Wlt.hout entrmg mto nice

fand dark- Difquifitions of the earlieft Begin-

R \ ~ ning
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nings of thofe Nations, : which upon the Decay

of the Roman Empire found means of eftablifh-
ing themidvesn and - have - continued to flourith
down to our plefent Txmes {o far feems very
clear, that their firft Chiefs were Men chofen

rather as Leaders and Generals than as Officers

of State, ..Gra_ndéu’r, and Opulénce . amongft

them : Their Circumftances made War in :a

lmanher - their principal’ Occupation, for when

their old Mafters by a long Series of bad Em-

PErors and corrupt. Mlmﬁels were become {o

’ degcnelate as not to be. able to mamtam their

ancient Dlgmty and Power, the tributary Pro-
vinces, were .on Courfe left to defend them-
ielws in the beﬁ Manner they could, from
the Inupfions of Strangers, and the RObbCl‘lCS

and Invaﬁons of their Nelghbours Such Sort

_ of Maglﬁrates thus chofen .were Clovis amongft
the . Eranks, - V arz‘zger amongft - the ' Brifons,

and cach of the feveral invading. Colonies which
firft ravaged and afterwards poflefs’d themfelves

~of the beft Part of Sparn, made. their ‘Princes

or Genemls by Eleéhon ‘in the fame Manner,

. WhiCh 1s ‘more then fufﬁaent to ¢ convince - any

reafonabL N’an, what : was the true Origine
and Intent of kmgly Power. But 1f any are

il
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ftill vv11hng to believe it of divine Extlaé’clon
and ' that it fell' down, like the Statuc of the
great Diana, immediately from the Throne
of Fupiter, they have my Confent, ‘and I leave
them' to- their - Superﬁltlon not. unlike that T
have fomewhere read of a People,: I think in
the Jndies, who ufed zealoufly to throw them-
{elves under the Wheels of the Chériot of their
heavy Idol, and were plou:l of . bemg c1ufh ’dv
to pzeces by it.

TAKIN G therefme for Glanted tha‘c all
Governments - were orlgznally fet up for the
Prefervation- of Order, the Punithment of In-

:' Juﬁ‘lcc ‘and the Security. and - Encou:agement
of . the honeft, -induftrious, and ufeful Mem- -

bers of Soc1ety, we muft frame our, judgmcnts |
of the Merits of thofe Perfons who have been -
trufted - with Power, accordmg as- they have
more or lefs employ’d it in the procuring thofe
good Purpofes for which it was, given them.
That publick - Good - is. always  the. PLGtence

feems to be a fure. Slgn 1t.1s. looked upon; as :
their Duty to take care: of it .even by mem~ |

felves, but that Paﬁions and Intere(t :fo oﬁen .

prevail is in-a good Meafure owing to the na-.
T2 o turdl
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tural Infolenee of Authonty on the one Hand,
and the common Flattery and Servilenefs. of

-dependency on the Other ; for as the Former
is - the :Source of all bad Admlmftratlon {o
‘the ‘latter mu{t contrlbute to fupport and

malntaln 1t.

US Q,UE (zdeone times’ guem tu faazs zp/é

: z‘zmena’um, fays Lucan, and a truer Thing: he

could not have faid ; for {furely no ‘Governors
‘would ever have ventur'd to opprefs or plunder
their Subjeds, if they had not firft found they
‘could blind them by fuperﬁmous Fears, divide
them among “themfelves by party Q_arrels

or corrupt one Side to betray the - Other, - and

thus make them the Inftfuments of their own

Deftruction; * by a voluntary -holding out their
B Necks to reccive a Yoke Wh1ch could “other- ‘
‘wife nevér have been put upon them: That ||
o all Na,nons who have -at any ‘Time loft their
leertles ~have loft them by fome of thefe
Means is" unneceffary to be proved; fince |
Hlf’tory is fo full of the Examples of it, and |
. any one ‘the leaft verfed in the Charaers of |
| 'Mankmd can- eaﬁly account to himfelf in what
| Manner it. may be done :

o1 myfelf remem- ||
- ber
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ber once to have heard a ‘Man :of Quality,
and in other Refpe&s of a good Underftand-
ding, declare at a- Time when the Vlolence
of - contending - Fa&xons ran pretty - hlgh that
tho’ he had -2 very ill Opinion of ‘the keepmg,
up of f’candmg Armies in time of Peace and in

‘a free Country, yet he would confent to the

coming in even of an Army - of . Forelgners

- rather than fee hxmfelf and- his fnends ‘at the |

Mercy of a fet of. Men whom he had no‘
other reafon to fear than as he was confcmus

“of their havmg been . too. much provoked bya
| SCI‘lCS of greatand. unjuf’nﬁable Severity. - "Tis

no wonder then, that bad Prxnces and ‘bad

Minifters have . found fo ample a Field to ex-

erelfe their Talents in, fince ‘there cannot well
bea. greater Encouragement to Knaves than
to' know they have to do with. Fools, Who
will fuffer themfelves to be caJoled fnghten d,

brxbed out of Prxvxledoes ‘upon Wthh
then’ Whole | Securxty depends ‘and -which

“alone- dxftmgmfh ‘them  from the Cattle

in their Paftures, theh are fold ﬂeec’d or

put. to death, at the Will of then Owners.
It will 1ndeed 1 behevc be found, a never'
_faxlmg Truth, that no powerful State ever dxd-
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ot could loofe : their Liberty whilft they defer-
ved to keep it. A weak Prince may perhaps
vainly defire’ to' be “abfolute, and an ill Mini--
firy may poflibly  fee ‘Occafion' for his own
Intere{’c or -Safety, to ‘endedvour to make him

o; and a few Mercemrles “without Merlt ‘of

‘Fortune, may bafely contribute the little Affift-

ance they cangive to the carrying on this noble-

PrOJeé‘c But What is all that to the Body of a
Natxon who muﬁ be' the moft" defplcably
Pcup1d of all-Fools, ‘if they cannot- fee - thro’

fuch ‘fhallow ' Schemes, and the ‘moft - Abjcét‘
of-all -Cowards," if they: fuffer -them to be put-

in “ExecutiOn when' once they: have difcover’d
them. Standmg Armies I'know are - the ‘wor-

thy Taols, of thefe  Builders’ up “of 'lyranny 5
but. of what Men muft this - Army be ‘com-

pofed “when - raifed,” how patd and hain-
tain’d,’ W1thout the Confent, - Knowledge “or
Contnbunons of the Publick ? Will Natlves

~who " have - taﬁed the Sweets of hvmg ‘under-

4 limited' Government lend their Hands to the

dcﬁroymg it; or if a fufficient Number of the

- poorer. Sort could be capable of fuch ‘a filly

pxece of Treachety to themfelves would - the

'major ‘much- the . major and mme fubftan-

tial

“Pratorian Bands: (in the Times.

-made and murther'd Em
' perors, and fet the very E
‘Audtion . to the higheft’ Bidder ; ‘and ‘O ey g]rir):zwerlrll’lsxgeol‘:l?erzt
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tial Part look .on tamely, whilt they ‘were
before their Eyes levied, difciplin’d, and armed ;

much lefs contribute to the Expence of ‘it, "or.
let a.mob - of tawdry Ragamuffins no brayer
than - other common Highwaymen, or Robbers |
(and if they are :capable’ of fuch a Parr1c1de)
much lefs honeft . than  the- Worft of - thofe
be eftablithed -amongit : them, ‘quarter'd - upon
them, and infult over them ? No furely, whilft
their is. one grain of Senfe, Courage, o,r Hon-lv
eity . left - amongft ‘them :-* But  whenever 2
great - People  comes - to be de{htute of - thefe
three Qualities, they muft, they cannot but be

Slaves Slaves to the meaneft of their own Slaves
more ‘whenever . they fhall have the Misfor-
tune. of feemg the Families of - their * moft il
luftrious Tafkmafters extinct - among them 3
fuch was the Cife of the ‘Romans in ‘the De-
clenfion of their Empire, and fuch will be the
Cafe of all States when they happen to fall into
SN T R {"the '
-}- Thxs is not " to be underflosd of: thofe regular Troops which

are neceflary for the Defence of each Country, according as their

ISI::uatxons, extent of Frontiers, or other particular Circumftance:
andy ﬁqulre bgt of thofe Armles which- are kept up to: mamtal:

pport “Oppréffion 'and Tyr anny, fuch as were. the
of  the Cfars at’ szze) ‘who

who lock’d up the Doors of the Pa
rliament Houfs !
that Commonwealth they had fo lately eﬁabhfhudet?xgxigziggf &
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the like Circumftances. Many Things maft
concur and contribute to the -bringing a Nation

into fuch an unhappy Condition, the Ambition N

and Avarice ‘of their Princes or Mmlf’cers a
Want of Execuuon, orat leaft a partial Execu-
tion of :the Laws, the Violence of contentling
‘Fadtions fo’long rivalling each other, till they
at laft become defperate “enough to facrifice all
to- their Rage and ‘Madnefs ; but chiefly the
umverfal Deprsavatlon of Manners and total De-
generacy of a People: And thislaft is but the
" natural Effe& of the Evils before mentioned ;
bad Defigns can never be carried on but by bad
Inftruments, and-in order. to have enough of

them, Luxury muit be introduced, Corruption

encouraged, and Rogueries connived at, which
is juft the Reverfe ‘of what is the Duty, and
ought to be the Praéhce of all Govemors o

: .3
- endlefs it is time to illuftrate them, by giving
. fome Inﬁances of the ill Effetts of Bad Admi-

'mf’tranons to thew Whence they arife, how

a Matter it is'to get rid of them. And p!

lel begm W1th that remarkable /Em of “

the

BU T .as Reﬂeéhons of thlS Kmd would be .

| [ 65 ]
| the Spanifb Hiftory, when “}’obfz II. came to
the 'Throne of Caftile very young," upon the
the Death of his Father Henry, who ‘met with
the ufual Fate Wthh generally atten ds all cood
After Ferdmana’ the deceafed Klno s Btother
had w1th uncommon - Generofity refufed the
offer that was made him ‘of the Crown, 'he un-
‘dertook the Recency in‘ Conjun@ion with Ca-
therine the Queen’ Mother :* Biit that ‘was foon
aItered by his: Bemo elected ng of drrczgoﬂ
m a manner very unufual ‘but as it provd, a
very ‘wife one, ﬁnce it did a Piece' of Juftice
to fuperxor Ment 1nPcead of facnﬁcmg the Na-
tlon to the Interei’c of Amblnon ‘or - Avarice,
whxch is the common Method in’ fuch’ Cafes.
By this Means however very unfortunately both -
for Prince and People of Caftile, ' the (Leen

1 Mother became in a Manner fole Regent, but

more efpec1ally fo after the Death® of Ferdz_
nand the new Klng of Armgozt which hap-
pened not long afterwards.” “The Confequence
was. natu1al ‘an mtngum Voluptuous effemis

/they are . commonly fupported and how hard nate Court the King brought up in Ignorance, .

Idlenefs “and Luxury, in order ‘to’ make him

'unﬁt for Buﬁnefé, and that fo the Power mxght

K contmue _
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~ -continue by a Sort of Neceﬁity in the Hands of
‘the Queen, which is a common little Artlﬁce
.of the Sex who are always more fond of Go-
!verning, the lefs capable. they are of it. ‘How-
‘ever fhe did not live to enjoy long that Autho-
1ity, tho’ fhe had facmﬁced her Son’s and the
Kingdom’s. Welfare for the Secumng of it to
‘herfelf. | She ‘died; fays Marzamz of havmg
mduloed het Appetltes too much in eatmg and
drinking, efpecially the latter, Wh1ch ‘was the
lefs to be wonder’d at, as the was an Engl ifh
_Woman Her Charaé’cer is that of Sxmph—
city, Opennefs and a Kmd of good Nature
near 2 Kin to Folly, by whxch ﬁle became the

}Property of . little, obfcure and mtere{led

People about her by whom {he was generally
led, which way they pleafed as the fame Au-

thor tells us.

fhould be ﬁruggled for : Wltll fome “Warmth,

when it was like to. laft as long as the Llfe of |
The Arehbrfhop of Toledo was
ﬁrﬁ at: the Head of Aﬂ’alrs but he behav’d Mo |

3 haughtlly :

- the Sove1 elgn

[ 671
haughtily, that the Grandees declared the King
of Age, in order to getinto a Share of the Ad-
miniftration’; not long after the two Brothers ‘
Fobn and Henry, Sons of Ferdmand the late ng:
of Arragon engaged in thofe leputes which
runt very high, till at length Henry, the younger 8
Brother, by a Surpmze got the King into his
Hands, and confequently the whole Power was
his, whilft he could keep  him, which was not
long, Alvarex de Luna having artfully contri-"
ved his Efcape under. Pretence of Hunting, As:
this great Favourite, after he had poffeffed him-
felf of the Royal Authorrty, carried it higher,
and preferved it longer (notw1thﬁandmg the al:-
moft' continual Cabals and Confpiracies againft
him) ‘than moft other. ruling Minifters  have
had the Skill or Luck todo; It will not be im-
proper to confider - his- Chara&er a little more.

s 1 articularly. ana it e a
v, ’TIS no W on de r that the ngn of a Prmce | particularly. - Mariana deferibes himas a Man

| thus educated, ﬂlould be a perpetual Scene of
leorder and Confuﬁon and that a Regency E

who rofe from fmall Beginnings to an immenfe
Fortune, but was deftroyed by his OWn unrea- |
fonable Ambition ; he had (fays he) both bad’
and good Qualities in  his’ Compoﬁtlon “but
which of the two predominated, was afterwards
thewn by the Event ; his - Parts were lively, his
]udgment fagamous ‘he expreﬁ?ed himfelf well,
L K2 | 'md
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" and was a witty Companion ; but then he was
,‘ extremely crafty, bold, proud, and. falfe ; he
- grew to have a great Contempt for the reﬁ of
Mankind, the ufual failing of Court Favourites,
and the Oppofition he met with fo far ﬂlarpen«
ed his ill. Humour, - that - he ‘became as mif-
chievous and- fangumary as a provoked ‘wild
Beait. Jet loofe from his Den ; and depending
~ upon the fame good Fortune he had formerly.

enjoyed uninterrupted, he cared not-to what ex- |

orbxtant Exceﬂ'es he was carried in the gratxfymg
his Revence ‘upon his Enemles From fuch.an
Account of the Minifter, it-is not Wonderful to-

find his Admmlﬂratxon attended with - e'reat .

Murmurmgs Caballings, and even frequent-In-

furreéhons and tho”. for the Sins of the People .

he had been dehvered from Dangers that would

have not only terrified, but even undone many -

a much wifer and worthier Man than- he ap-
pedled to be; yet at laft he was felld to the
Ground on a fud_den, at.a Time when he leaft
feared it, and by a Hand whence he leaft expec-

“ted it. T he ‘fame Weaknefs, in the' King that-

gave Rne to his Favour, and then contmued his

Power in fpite of all 0ppoﬁt10n how Juﬁlﬁable ]
foever, was what at length occafioned his Ruin j

the . ||
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the Queen whom he had almoﬁ ‘married his
Maﬂer to, without fo much as acquainting h1m
with it, till the Ceremony of the N uptials were -
to be performed; that very %een he had chofen L

out in order to ferve fome political Turns of his .
own, grew quickly tired of his infolent Beha-
viour, and found ‘Means to Spmt up the King to‘i ,
confent firflt to- hlS Impufonment and next to
his Execution ; a Thing he would never have.

dared o much as to have thought of, had it nat-
been artfully concerted and brought about to
his. Hand. - So abfolute had ‘been the Sway of
thxs Favourxte, his Maf’cer d1d “not venture to
ftir - out - of his Palace, nor change his very _A |
Cloaths Wlthout his | prmty and confent. *Tis

eafy. . then to imagine how the pubhck Af-
fairs were managed ;. the Mnnﬂer at liberty to
do whatever he. pleafed made it his chief Bu- .
ﬁnefs to fecure himfelf in the Plemtude of hls .
Power, from any Accident Wlthout for he had:,'
nothing to fear ﬁ'om thm fo that his Go- .
vernment was a Series of a Kmd of Jobb-work

where all begun and ‘ended in hxmfelf

VlCWS for the Pnnce s Ser VIC\. or the People s
Beneﬁt but all centered in one ﬁngle Pomt that :
he mwht Contmue for Lue uncontrouled in the

- exor-
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exorbrtant Authonty he exercrfed over bo}tlh
ng and ngdom “without any Regard ﬂtht lg
Troubles it occafioned, the civil Wars it bou
caufe and the Ruin it might naturally . rmgf
upon’ both in the End An odd Effect t 1}: o
Power upon fome Men when once theyh av?
tafted of it they cannot bear ‘the Thoug t;l :
ever partmcr with it again ; no Fatrgues no th; |
zards, no Obloquy, no Oppoﬁtron, nor even

" Decays of old Age itfelf, can ‘make therlr)l qtuhrt ,
their ‘Hald, till they are forced awayf y . e i
Stroke of a violent Death, ‘which they o tﬁnhc;—
ferve ; or a natural one, which wrth all their

ei
Arts they can neither prevent nor delay.. On

would have 1magmed that after a Reign fo . re-t "
markably unquret and turbulent, thro’ the grea .‘
Abufe of Power in’ the Hands of a Favofur;lte )
the next at 1ea{’t rmght have been clear o tfat -;: t
Evil: Bufit happened to be" quxte ‘the R;VCS et,.

: Henry, firnamed the Impotent, was as fon od‘\
his Minions as ever his Father had be;n{ an ‘.
; fuffered if poflible, ftill more by them : cz;zcz-.
na obferves . very rxghtly ppon this Occa 13n |
| that the People of Caftile feemed to live un er_{
an unlucky Afpect of the Heavens at that Time, -

d by a Mi- ;
fmce they were always tobe governe Ymﬁer, N

nefs When it was - Well known to b

Lo I
nifter, -their two ngs both Father and Sons
bemg fo very Weak as never to be ,able to

go without Leadmg-Strmgs Henry foon ralfed
his Pacheco Marquis de Villena,

Alvarez de Lzma had been invefted with, and
was abfolutely govem 'd by him in all Thmgs
and very ill govern’d he was, as appeared by his
firft Step, 'the fending g back his Queen B/zmcbe
home to Navarr with Infamy and rmmedlatel
marrymg 73471126 Sr(ter to A4 fofﬁ Klng of Por-
tugal.. This was the Source of thofe many great
Evils which drfgraced hrs Relgn and continued -
to perfecute Caftile, even after his Death Every
one thought itan Hardﬂnp, as well as an Aﬁront
upon Qéen Blanclve to be drvbrced for Barren-e
¢ owing to
hrs own Impotence Wthh _Was 1o fecret to
the WorId ; cand it was Iooked upon as a
monftruous Abfurdrty to take another Wife.in
his Crrcumftances The poor weak Prince all

the whlle 1ma01ned he could dlfgulfe his. Inﬁr-
i ’mrtres by. pretendmg to crreat Gallantry with

the Women of hrs Court and ‘took another
pretty extraordrnary Method for the fame End,

Whrch was to mtxoduce Berﬁimd de Cuewz

ahatid- -

| to near as
. hxgh a pitch of Grandeur as the late Conﬁable
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a handfome young ‘Gentleman"to the Queen’s.
Favour; by whofe means “as’ it was generally
thought, and not without | great Ptobablhty, the

had a Daughter born, who was afterwards the _ |

innocent" Occaﬁon of great drt’curbances to the
‘Kmordom as well as unhappinefs to ‘Herfelf,
The King feems to have been full as fond of
Bertmnd as the ‘Queen could have been, for
he was always loading him with Honours and
Poﬁs ‘which " failed not to’ drfguf’c the great
. Men, and partlcularly the Mal’qulS de Vzl/ena
‘who feemg his* Credit dechmng, contrrv’d 0
| ralfe an Oppoﬁtron Whlch qulckly brouoht

t1es too whteh were attended thh the utmoft |

Degree of Indlgmty and” Contempt He had

very near been furpnzed in his Palace by the

revolted Grandees and it Was “with no frnall
Difficulty he efcaped w1th his darlmg and fe-
Cond felf Cueva. The ref’c ‘of his Rergn Was
one contmued Scene of Confuﬁon 5 open War

was declar d fometlrnes he was the Strongef’c

and “then he always let ﬂlp ‘the Advalltacfe ¥

‘but oftner the Confptrators had the Better

and ‘then he was forced to run’ away “from |

them and treat W1th then Embaffador Vellma,

‘who -}

."[”7"3' 1

who* always ‘impofed * upon hxm “and’ who -
was one he fhould never have trufted, if coma -
mon Senfe had been any part of his Character,
The Rebels had "the Aflurance to ask ‘and the -

Cruelty "to infift - ‘upon - the. ‘King’s dlfownmg

his Daughter Feanne, whom he had declard
and who had been- ‘acknowleg’d as next Heir

to the Crown - by themfelves, ‘And they like~

wife | forced him to deliver the Infants _d/p.. }‘
bow and ]]Zzéel into their Hands, and then

fet them up one after the other aoramft him,

They dethron’d him' publickly in Eﬁigre and
| would probably have done it once more in due
form,if his Death had not- 1nterven’d and - faved{ "
him from ‘a piece of - IgnOmmy ’thch his own

'extreme F olly muf’c neceffarrly have broucrht‘

upon him, =

From thxs Short account of the two

Relgns of “}‘obn and Henry, Kings of Caftile,

which may very pxoperly becalld the . Relgns ;} | :
of Favourrtes and the many Evrls that at-

tended them there refults. this one- plam

Obfervatron ‘that the fureft Teft of -all Ad-
mrnﬁranons muf’c be to conﬁder whethei ‘the

Vxews of them -aré Pubhck and . General or:

L . Whether |

/
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o Whethe1 they are Particular and Private. Where - ‘

ever a Single Minifter governs abfolutely un-
der the ‘Name. of his Mafter, they will . for
the ‘moft Part - be of the latter Kind; the
Prince is 10 be flatter’d and encouraged, and
| aﬁif’ted in ‘his Follies and Vices, .in. order to
fecure a laf’cmg Intereft with him ; and fuch

Perfons muft be put into places of Truft, Whom |

the Minifter can in all Cafes depend upon ;
and thefe are cenerally the moft fervile, abjedt,

and. Worthlefs of every order - of Men in the .

~ State.. The - Confequence is ev1dent ‘A Nation

Cin fuch ‘an unhappy Situation, togethet with all
its mof’t Valuable Interef’cs, ‘muft be - facrlﬁc d

to the mean and iniquitous Pro_]eéts of a Smgle |

Member of .it, who endeavours to raife him-

felf above all the Reft, and is very probably one

: .who 1ea{’c deferves fuch a le’cmé’clon

T HE next Inﬁance Ifhall brmg, is that
of Fobn King. of Navarr. and Arragon ; the

- Firft - of the Two Kmodoms came to ‘him by .’ié;
the Marriage of Blanche the (Leen ‘and the
Latter in order of Succeﬂion upon - the Death
of “his :Brother A fon/e By Blanche he had |

2 Son and two Daughters the Eldeft of which
“was

[75]

‘was marned to Henry the Impotent and di-

vorced by him " as has been already mentioned ;

“and the Youngeft to Ga/lon de Foix. The Son

called the Prince of Viana, was by the con{tant_
ufage and cuftom of Nawzrr ent1t1ed to fucceed

to that Crown, 1mmed1ately upon the Demxfc R

of his Mother ; 3 but the Father Was no - Ways o
inclin’d to Yield it up to him; fo far - from
it, the’ lepofal of his two Daughters in the
Manner juft fpoke of, was purely with a
political Defign, in- order to have Nelghbours ,

ready to aflift, “in- cafe his Son fhould be

prevaﬂ d upon to affert his nght ‘and fo to |

B be able to deprive him of it by force of -Arms.

The Navarrois were greatly dlfpleafed with

this proceedmg, which they took for an In-

vafion ‘of their- Rights and a kind of Breach
in their. Confhtutlon fome of the Moft con-

. fiderable Men amongf’c ‘them' tned to- prevail
| with the Prince to infift upon the Priviledge

of his Blrth-ncrht but he told them his Duty

to his Father ‘would allways keep him from
entértaining any fuch ‘Thought, and forbid any
further mention of that Matter to him. ThlS .

| behaviour had. not the good eﬁ'e& it ought to

have had upon the Km«r, on the Contrary, -

‘_L
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. hc could- not bear the reﬂeéhncr upon ‘his
Son’s - undoubted Tltlc and thax he hlmfelf
V{hould only reign as - it ‘were by Curtefy As
‘he wasof :a rough, haughty, inflexibile Tcm..
* per, this - Jealoufy of. Empxre turned. the In-
difference he had  probably before, with re-
geud to 1113 Son, mto anabfolute and ﬁxcd aver-
ﬁon to him ; Wthh was ftill: more cncreafed _
| by hlS oreat and uncommon Merit, - and'  the
umverfal Admlratlon and Love, Whlch it drew
to him . from the People The Prmce of
‘A Viana (Says an Hlf’conan) ‘was born with all

thofc happy  Talents, that could make’ him

the Delight of his Subje&s It was one of his
lca{’c Commendatxons to be the moﬁ beauti-

~ful and. graceful Prince of. his Time. - He
'was bcﬁdcs that; Mild, Aﬁ’able Valiant, Gener--

"ous - Sineere, and of the ﬁné’cef’c Honour: He
. 'was a great . Lover and -encourager -of “Arts
and Learning ; ; and had a very: good Tafte in
both : He Wrote eleoantly in Verfe and Profe,

~ “and employ d his leifure ‘Hours i in. tranflating

fome of the antient Phllofophcrs and: defign’d

to have left to. Pofteri ity an. Hiftory. of. the
ngs of vaarr his Predeceflors, . of hisown | |
compoﬁng T1s ‘no wonder fuch fine Qua-

g lifications,

!’A}h de Veztai, Rw D’ E_[_/:agn» L
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lifications, fo rarely feen among crown'd Heads;
{hould create Jealoufy and envy,’ in a- Perfon
of ng Jobn's Chara&er, whxch feems. to
have been that common one thh moft Prin-
ees, of falfe Ambition,’ Pndc and Impenoufnefs.

But what Ihll added Fuel to the Flame, was . |

the chr s fecond Mamage to the Amzmm‘e
of Ccyizles Daughter As Step - Mothers fel-
dom come into any F amlly ‘but with thc

honeﬁ Intcntxon of ruining it if they can, the -

new (L;en was, admlrably well fitted for fuch
a Purpofe befides having a"good. thare of Beau-
ty, the had a great deal of Cunmno ‘was  of

a very afpmng Nature, “ and - unref’tram d by |

any kind of Principles from perfuing her Endg

by all forts of Means, how wicked and abomi- ’l
nable {o ever. As. fccond ‘Wives have generally

a . great. Influence over- theu‘ Hufbands ‘who

after: havmg done - one foolith Thing, are eafily

led on to the doing 2 great many more; the

Queen found it no d1fﬁcult Matter to th1 uft:
herfelf i into fome - part of the Manacemfmt of o
the Kingdom, and ufed it as Women- generally

do all-Power; fo as to. make helfclf Obnoxmus

to every body : This Carriage gave the higheft'
Dxfguﬁ: to the Na’vﬂrrozs ‘whe did not think
(. iy IR - themfelvcs |

R 2 e et
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them{elves ‘obliged to fubmit to ' the ,King,’)
and ‘much lefs'to'the ill Treatment of a Queen,
who had not the leaft fhadow of Pretence to
- meddle in - their Affairs, nor fo much as even
any juft clalm to ‘the Trtle ltfelf The (Leen
foon perceiv ’d their diflike, | and repard it with

Ufury, fhe conceivd an implacable Averfion

to them, and their favourite Prince, and refolved
“todo both all the Mrfchref the could. She took
not even fo muchas the ‘Precaution to dlfvurfe
her Refentments but treated the Prmce and

the Gtandees with . the utmoft mfolence and‘

fcorn. The Conftable de * Lerin- had often

complamed to him of .the unreafonablenefs of

fubmttlng to fo unJu{hﬁable a5 well as lnde-—. :
" cent an Ufage ; but the Prince whohad an

: affe&lon for his Father, how little fo ever
“he had deferv & it of him, " was fill for pacrﬁck

Meafuares, and: had often prevaxled upon them
to be quiet. " But the Queen fll perﬁﬂ:mg-

in-her hot and ' rath Behaviour, matters came:
“to fuch an Extremity,  that it was refolved by"

’the GrandeES the Prince muft either fet him-

felf at thelr Head, and expoﬂulate roundly with'

his Father in their  behalf ;  or be content to

| fee another -Chief which. they. fhould be very |
| » much
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much ~concern’d. to. be forced to chufe in hrs
Stead The Prmce was therefoxe at latt forc d

to- reprefent to the ng that the People were

no longer able to . endure a Stranger fhould

govern them more abfolutely - than any of |
their own natwe Prmces were ever ufed to do,
that he hoped ‘his Majeﬁy would conﬁder;
then‘ Juﬂ: erevmces and. not dl’lVC them to’
lepalr m Whlch cafe e was. by his Birth |
oblig’d to pxoteé’c them and fhould however_ :

unW.rllmgly, wbe conﬁramed to undertake it.
Thxs Remonftrance was extreamly il receiv d, |
and fo far ﬁom havmrr any. Regard to it, the

ng conﬁrm’d the %een in her vAuthorrty, o

and took away the SWOId of Conf’cable ﬁ'om

the Count de. Lerm ,“ and in order to d1v1de the
,I\/czwrroz.c among{’c themfelves he ‘gave it to
the Count of - Gmmmoﬂt hxs Rrval and morta] 8
. Enemy Q1V11 Wars enfued feveral Battles‘
'Were fought _ and Fortune accordmg to her
| ]u/ual Cuftom efpoufed the oppreﬁive ﬁde The
A Prince of Vzcma to put an end to the Drforders

retird into Iz‘czly, and took {helter under the

proteéhon of “his Uncle, who was at that Time

enjoying the benefits of his new conqueft of

| Napls, 4 forgﬁ’ loved and - efteem’d his Ne-
| pheW B

4
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| hrs unfortunate Son.
o poffefﬁon of his' ‘Brother's Domnuons then he
found hlmfelf petltloned by all hlS Subjeé’ts' 1
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o phew was fenﬁble of his’ Worth and ine
“tended to have 1nterpofed in hlS behalf but |

| dymg {oon' after, Arragonand its dependancresi s
fell to ng _‘70/312 and but the better ena-

| bled him to compleat the utter Deftru&ion of

He had no fooner taken'

to be’ reconcxled to the Punce of Gzromze

S which was the Title of the Helr apparent of
R the Crown of Armgon 5 He thought it a

’ prudent and popular Part’ to feem to comply

- with thelr Requeft

‘ ffome outward fhew of Kmdnefs when he'

cime to wa1t upon “him at Bzzrcelona " But f
1 thlS Was all 1 mere outfide. + T he Father from: ]
" an unnatural Barbanty of hlS Drfpoﬁtlon hated‘
e hrs Son the Mothemn-Law both hated feared,

B and refolved to rum hrm ThlS the Prmce faw__ *'

| and could 1 not avord feemg, ﬁnee all that greatf'

| Accefﬁon of Terrrtory had not prevall d upon.f‘

the hard Heart of the old ng to. give up:f :

| at 1ength the ngdom of Nafvczrr Whlch had

o e ) beeni f

and recelv 'd hlm W1th

. '~’r%'ijor’édié.émri:.ﬁmlaﬁogpzia’E;;::i o
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been fo- long and fo ufifairly -detained. This- A
was. the Oceaﬁon of hlS hf’cemng, for “his own

Securrty, 10 the Propofals of Henry IV. of
Caftile, whlch handle - the ng readily 1 took
hold of, and unmedlately laid - him faft - in

Prrfon from whence nothing lefs -then an. uni-
hiverfal Revolt “of the Garalans «could have

'releafed htm but hrs Father . found another

Method then, and fince he durft not take
'away the Prince’s ere under a form' of jufhce
‘e put him into. his, Mother in-Law’s ‘Hands
under . the pretence . of - reftorinig, -him, - to . the

| People ‘who let -not flip the bleffed- Occaﬁon,

but gave him a flow Poifon, of which he Died

‘fome fmall Time after -at: Barcelomz -to- the
- great Joy of the Quezn and his F athet, but to

the univerfal eref of all thelr Subje&Q

0 N E- need not I thmk much hef‘ tate m

' condemnmg an . Admmfcratxon founded upon
fuch vifible Imqurty, as thlS I have ‘been latt
‘fpeakmg of was ;

the only remark 1 fhall

therefore make Is upon the ftrange, and.

to us unaccountable methods or mifteries of
Provrdence (as one ‘may call them} inothe
| drfpofal of the Aﬁ'arrs of this World: ng ol
‘ :fobfz
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"yob;z of Armgon after’ having wrong’d per’-a |
:fecuted and at laft murthered his Eldeft Son,
‘and then delivered up his Daughter to a cruel

Brother and SH’cer—m-Law ‘that the mxght

' from them meet ‘with - the fame Fate “dies

at laft quretly in" his Bed, at above Fourfcore
Years ‘of - age, and his fecond Son Ferdmand

hy an odd ' combination of Events, 1nher1ts
all thefe ngdoms ‘thus Vlllamouﬂy acqun'ed
and’ at laft unites in hrmfelf the Whole Sj)a-‘-
| m/l.; Dominions by an uncommon;’

~and as
it~were, almoft mlraculous ferles of good Fo or-
tune, tho” one ' is “all ‘the ‘while - quite-at a
lofs from elther of their Chara&ers, to" con-_

ceive which: WaY they could have becn mtxtled‘ )
to the favour of Heaven L \

L ET UusS now look a little into the Frencb

'Hlﬁory, ‘and’ éxamine the Admmﬁratxon of
- fome of ‘their- ‘Princes * by the rule T ‘havé
aheady laid down (whlch is, that thc views s
~of all good Governors muft be to the - pub- |
lick Advantage and not to their own prrvate: |
Intérefts ‘of Fanc1es) and here T cannot but

premlfe an obfervatron of one of thelr bcﬁ- er-

ters, when he is fpeakmor of the Succeﬁ'ors of |

.3 o C/mr/emzzgne
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Cbzzrlemzzgne Tho’ they drﬂ’ered fays he very
much in: their Conduct in other Refpe&s :
they always agreed in one . Point, ‘which was,"
to. fubdue the People, deﬁroy the great Men,
‘and make their own Power as Arbxtrary and
defpotlcal as they could

oo

CHARLEMAGNE or C/mrles the Great '

 was perhaps the Prmce who Dbeft deferved that

Tltle of any one that has ever born i it: He had

not’ only fuperior- Abrhtxes and Talents but he B

had  the greatnefé of Mind to apply them
Rightly: It was not for the falfe “Honour of
of poflefling great Dominions, merely to be

§ abfolute and tyranmcal over them, to drain

them of their Money and pill their beft Blood
in unneceflary and wanton Expeditions, purely
calculated - for the -mean” End of making  a
noxfe in’ the World that he d1d the great
Thlngs recorded of him in H1ﬁory No: he |
had nobler ‘more humane Views; he armed .

at’ What alone is the true Glory of a Prmce

that is to make his People happy under hzs ;

‘Relgn and to endeavour to fettle Thmgs upon o

fq juft, firm and lafting a Foot, that his Suc-
ceffors. mlght not eaﬁly be able to pull down
- “ What '
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what hé had fo I’cmngly founded and fo well

built up,” ‘He was (fays a very judicious’ French
Author) a better Politician then any . of " thofe:
~ who reign’d - before, or. fince his Time. ' He
went '_b,y-_this.-‘never failinfgl:Maxi’rn; that-every -
~ Prince who governs without a due  regard:
to the rights and priviledges of his Subjets, -
without attending to their Chara‘é’cerzf" or confi-
~ dering their . wellfare ‘and- happinefs, without-
any. concern about what is to come after hxm |
or the leaft defire of raifing to himfelf a
‘Characer from ' the juftice and good order of :
. his Goverment, that fuch a one I fay, is ‘fo far
from deferving the ‘Title of a good Prince, “that-
' he can be look’d upon ' by Poftenty no other-
~ wife than as an Oppreffor, as one that ‘made-
an ‘il ufe-of his Power, to gratify his Paffions,
and’ ferve “his - Purpofes and by thefe means,
drd as it were, feparate himfelf and his In-
tereft from the reft of the Commumty ; and
thus in effect deftroy it by appropriating thofe-
Advantages to one particular Perfon, ‘which |
| ought to be enjoy’d in common by ‘them
Thefe are true’ Pohtlcks ‘and the confe-
' quence Qf G/aarlemagﬂe 5 a&mc accordmg to
~ -them wa S (fays the fame Author) he acqmred :

, t.h%

‘‘‘‘‘

even « thofe that he had conquer 'd, and lived
free from the many fears and apprehenﬁons :
whrch ufually ‘haunt * and perfecute Tyrants-
It is true C'/aczrlemagne was quite’ a Stranger

L to the art of ruling by Parties, by Force “or-

by Vrolence He knew not ‘the Methods of <
drawmg all his Subjeéts Wealth into his own’
Coffers, and keepmg ‘them in perpetual appre-”-

 henfion ‘and- terrout, that he might reign with"

the more ‘State and uncontroul’d ; en the conZ
trary, “He' founded all his Glory upon a high:
Reputatron Juf’dy deferved ‘and not upon that

B haughry iff fort of Grandeur ‘which - feems**
‘to have been the utmoft Ambition of fo many :
of our ‘Monarchs. He thought hkewrfe that
a ng could ‘not - well perform .the Dutresf i

of his Station, Wuhout a good deal of Know-

| 'ledge of all kmds for Wthh Reafon, tho he‘f .
| wasoneof the mof’t learned Men of - his Time, ':
he paﬁ: fome Hours always- of the ‘Night

in ftudy and reading, after he had. employ d’
two - thirds of the Day in hlS mrhtary and
civil Occupauons Such was Cbczrlemagne and'\

L accordmg to thrs defcrrpnon of hxm a greater [

and a better Monareh could not well be fer - .
- / i upon .)’
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upon a Throne.: But to fhow how rarely fuch
quahﬁcatlons are to be met w1th in Kings, we

need only run over the feveral Reigns of hlsi
Succeffors and Defcendants Indeed no fooner

were his Eyes clofed, but hlS Son opened ano-

ther and a very drﬁ'erent fcene to the World :
His Authorxty was quickly funk, .and. thej
Admmﬁratlon lodg d in the Hands of Prreﬁs ‘
| Women, ‘and Minjons, It s true Louzs Lem
| .Debomzazre was  not Wlthout fome good -
(L_ahtres, He was naturally Juﬁ' and pious;
but with f{o much Weaknefs that ‘he et
and there was fuchv
~ a mixture of fuperﬁmon vvlth lns Piety, that
it made hlm negle&t the Dutles of his high
| calhng ; he was much ﬁtter tQ. have been. at
the Head of a Convent than a great ngdom .
’Trs no, wonder then, to hear of civil. Wars
under fuch management, or that his. 111 Con- .
duct thould have ‘made hrm defpxcable enough
to. bc forced to depofe himfelf, in order to pre- - %
- vent. his being, depofed by.. the People This 1
- was the fatal Epoque of the E rem‘b Gxandeur |
the lofs of the Empire, and the occaﬁon of,_.
| feparatmg the large Dommrons left by C/.wzl- :
lemagne 5 fo - that what - fell aftetwards tq.

hlmfelf be ooverned

the fhare of Charles Le C/aauve is pretty

much

e ]
mich what goes now by the Name of the
chrdom of France. The account we have
of Charles the Bald, is that he was veryco-

vetous, and mtereﬁed conﬁdered nothmg

but" hlmfelf ‘and’ was the firft who corrupted
the ancient dlfcrphne and “manners, by his
ill example and the open - contempt and dif-

'regard he affetéd to thew to thofe Engage- o

ments and Dutres that are the fupport of all. civil -
Socrety and Order N othing need therefore be :
fard of fuch an Admmrﬁratron nelther could |
any thmg elfe be expe&ed from - it, but whac
follow d in the many Ufurpatrons that d1v1ded :
and tore’ in. pxeces the FErench: Monarchy im-

g medxately afier - hls Death The Few of the

szrlaruzgzan Race, ‘that next fucceeded to the
Crown made fo litdle and mean a Flgure,
that they Well deferVe, the ‘Na ameé of Russ
Famezmz‘s and only ferved to Jufhfy the Frencb
in encouragmg and adhermg to the ufurpatlon
of Hugues C’czpez‘ Who ftept “into the Throne
upon the Death of Lowis, after he had de-

feated the claim of the next and only - Hexr‘
- Who Was Son ‘to Lozm D Outremer Hz:gue: |

Capef “found | the ngdom as it ‘were Can-
tonned out amongf’c the great Men ‘his chief
: ~ attention
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attentron therefore Was to recover what he could
of it again, in whrch deﬁgn he was followed
by hrs Son Raéert and thh ‘more ability - and
fuccefs by Louis | Le—gros’ Baut. the Scheme
was_ not brought to Perfeé’uon dll the- Relgn
of szlzp Aztgzﬁ who was. well quahﬁed for
that Purpofe bemg a brave and enterpnzmg
\Man cautious Wlth and mdeed over-refpe&ful
to- hrs Clergy to keep them . - quiet; but “in
other regards not checked by any Scruples

hen they ﬁood in the Way of hrs maitr
V1ew He was fo much taken up Wlth reum-
tmtr the broken parts of hrs Domrmons, that

it is. not to be expeéted he. could apply hxm- 1

feif t0 the good Goverment of them ; on the
contrary, - he. found it neceﬁ'ary to keep up.a
number of Forces to fecure what he acqurred
and- was the firft who mtroduced the Method
| of ﬁandxng Armxes 00 very good Fnends to
| the People, | hoWever ufeful they ‘may feem t0
‘be to the. Sovereign. . Lewis VIIL. lived but

a httle WhllC, but however 1ong enough to

fhew that he. d.ld not 1ook upon the moft fo» 1

: Iemn Oaths as thmcrs very bmdmg upon his
Confcrence and that his Zeal agamf’t Herez‘zc/e:,

- arofe rather ﬁom hrs Intereﬁ than his per-
| " fuafion

i
1

B I[ 8 1

ewis  IX, or St

of Jufhce and devotion, but. \fahztvez(; g: Saftn
for governing, and tho he feem’d to fltehc)ir
well, yet what he did proved rather Prejud; l}
| then for the fervice of his Country ijl IIC;a
was another very weak Man, and Philip Zf BIl
who came after him, one of ‘the . worft Iir mg

fuafion,

~ces, as well as one of the worft Men of - hj
Is

Trme fo that in all this Race, we find but

;lllehgood King; and that was Charles VH
Z b’td been bred up in the School of Adverfity
.and by that means got much Experrence,and thi};s |

- tho’
; he was not a Man of very great Abilities,

yet an honeft Heart, and a -good Refol

carried ‘him thro all his- Difficulties ; L;tlon
at. length he re-eftablifh’ d the Klngdom o,
former Grandeur and then fet himfelf. tm -
.ﬁormg the good Order . that had been deﬁ(;oyr:

' f\r:l the times of Civil War and Confuﬁon The |
s L isfortune ‘was, he could not do all . the 00:1:
he intended : He faw very well the ill (%\ua

lities of hrs Son Lewzs, but was . not able t
f}i'eveKnt his employmg them in the Ruin 0(;
¢ Kingdom, whofe ancient Conﬁrtutron by

ihls craft artifices; a
nd f“fhood he found |
of fubvertmg, and then fet upa nelj;: azl; 3;‘2

N R abfolute |
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abfolute One. of his own, which has been con-

tinued down ever Since.

ABITRARY Power is a Thing fo fuited

to the corrupt and vitious Tempers of Men,
‘that it is no wonder it fhould prove a Snare
_to them, and- therefore I fhall not enqulre
‘particularly into the Condué of each Reign, i

_may fuffice in general to obferve, that there havc

been but two good + Kings fince the Eftab-

lithment of Lewss XI's. new Model, which isI
think a very Juﬁ gtound of Prejudlce agamf’c it,

So much has been {aid, and by very able Wri-

“fers, upon our Englifb Affairs, that I {hall have
‘occafion. to dwell the lefs upon them ; -Whoever |
“has a mind to be thoroughly inform’d of the |

Contftitution of England, may read Natbqnzvl
Bacon's Hiftorical - Refletions, where' he wilj
find an  Account of it regularly deduc’d from

the old Saxon time till the end of Queen Ekb- |
- zabetb and founded upon the beft Authorities :

Aud

, 1- IBy good Kings are here meant thofe Pringes, who ‘have
fhewn a Concern for the Welfare of their People ; dnd would not
indulge themfelves in any Paffions, that might bring them into
difficult and uneafy Circumftances. Such was the Charafter of

. Lewis XIL. ~and in-a good Meafure, of ‘Herry IV of Francé:.

And this is that Senfus Commmnis which Fuvenal fays is fo
raxely to be found amongl’c Perfons in hlgh Sta.nons -

M [ o1 ]
And a5 to remarks upon partlcular Reigns, many
may be met with, but I would partlcularly
recommend Sir Robert Howard’s Obfervations
upon Richard 1. and "the Edwards; ‘which -
he concludes with a very _]lldlClOUS as well as
ingenious Parallel of their feveral Adminftra’
tions. I fhall therefore only ‘take notice here
of the two Reigns of Henry IV: and Hen-
ry VIL As they both owed the Crown to theif
good Fortune, and the ill Conduct of their
immediate predeceflors; rather than to any
claim of Right of their own; one would
for that Reafon expect their Goverment fhould
have had an air of Mildnefs and Wifdom, a¢
well out of Gratitude to the People who ad-
mitted them, 4s alfo the better to eftablith
their ‘Thrones upon the good Will of their
Subje&s and fo- make themfelves more eafy in
the poﬁ'eﬂion of the Kingdom, and their Pos
fterity more fecure of the fucceding to it aftef
them. But this does not feem to have been the

~eafe; for as to Henry IV. tho’ according to

*’f Mt. Rapin the Parhament which was be-
« fore hand. dlfpofed to do every Thing he’
“ ~would have them, made as if they heard and
“ approved - his reafons and declar'd him King

5 é .
&« Wlthout enqulrmg mto hxs Tltle 37 Yet foon ,
+ Abndg of Ry, Fod |
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after he was crown’d, he put-out a Proclama-
tion by which he founded his Title upon a
right of Conqueft, Richard’s refighing to him
and - becaufe he was the next Heir male:
The. Firft of which Reafons . was odious, the
‘Second. ridiculous, ‘and the Laft fo notorioufly
| falfe, that it occafioned that Pun_upon’_-jit,/'- th;:
Earl of March humouroufly enough calling
him Heres Malus. This haughty ?BehéVi.oui'

‘gave great Offence o thc’ ‘People -and doubtlefs -

was not very pleafing to’ the - Parliament; who.

could not with any Satisfaction fee the King |

arrogating that to himfelf - as a Right, which
was in truth a mere Gift of - theirs, and thewed:
pretty plainly what they were to expe from’
a Monarch of their own making, who how=
ever refolved - not - to own . any ‘Obligation
to - them.
on one Side, and ‘no" lefs diffidence - on the

Other, which produced frequent Difturbances at-

- home; and drew on many | Infults from abroad. |

" The' Scoteh tho’ under Robert Steward; a very }‘
weak Prince, invaded Eﬂgland ‘twice,. and ac-"

eording to Buchanan three Times ; tis true'they
where feverely handled by Fiercy the great Earjf
of Nortbumuerlzznd but thlS gave Henry afurther’
i SUIEEE I SR = oppon-"

- Hence arofe - great ; DifaffeGion.
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opportunity of fhewing his want of Judge-
ment -and Temper, by quarreling upon a very
frivolous and unjuftifiable Pretence, with his
great Friend and gallant General Northumbera
land; -which brought himinto new and worfe
leﬁcultxes ;out of - thefe he was extricated by
mere dint - of Luck, for which he was much
more remarkable than for his Prudence. The
French too, according to their ufual artful Me-
thod of deahng with their Neigbours; fent over
thelr Embaffador to England with the Propofal
of a Match, but in reality to pry into the State
of  the Nation, and when they difcover'd how
ill the King ftood with his Subjects, they uled'
him accordmgly, and treated - h1m ‘with the

highei’c Infolence even to the 1nvadmg and ra-
- vaging the- Weftern Coafts, which he durft not

refent, but was all the while meanly and foolith~
ly Negotxatmg with them,  And ‘it was a fur=
ther Inftance of the wonderful Succefs which

| 'always attended ‘this Prince," that -the French

by the bad ftate of - Health of their King C/mr~
les VI and the Difputes abott the Regency /,
Were not able to carry further their ill Inténtion’ "

| ‘agamf’c ‘him, which they had fuﬂiaently fhf’wn
*not only by fetting the Britons tipon - him in the

/ I'/Veﬁ

w. -
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/4 j} but by a powerful Aid which they

fent under Montmorancy to Glena’ozzrdy his
great Enemy . in. Walés, ‘not to mention their
underhand Attack upon and plundering the
Ifle of Weight; which when the Mifchief was

~done they difown’d, likewife the Challenge

~ the Duke of - Orieans fent to Henry, which he
- contented himfelf with complaining of to
the Court of mezce and anfwering Wlth a
good deal of abufe and ill Language. And
altho’ afterwards the French Broils grew fo
‘ bxgh, that the King had a very fair Op-
portunity of revenging himfelf upon them,
~ and made fome Steps towards it, yet it is
hlghly probable his Fears would have hin-

dred him from performmO' any great Matters

but that luckﬂy he Died = about that Time;
and was' fucceded by his Son Henry V. a Man
of another Moéuld, who by his Condutt and
| mvmmble Courage made himfelf the Idol of

his Subje&s the Terror of his Enemies ; andg

tho' he died very Young, left behmd ‘him the

Charaéter of one of the greateft Men that
ever wore the Engl ifb Crown. * Henry Tu-
“ dor Earl of Richmond (fays the Hlﬂ’onan);

‘came to the Throne. after an . extraordi-

“ nary

R
1
N I
i
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-#%: nary Manner, without any formal Call to it,

¢ without any Demand of the Crown in Par-
¢ liament, who had the fole Right to difpofe
¢ of it, without any Publication of his Claim,

%< and perhaps without knowing himfelf whex e~

 onto found it.”  But then the winning it in
the Field of Battle, and from a Man {o ob-
noxious as Richard had made himfelf by his
Crlmes was what reconciled the People to
hxm WhQ were not difpleafed to {ee one Ufur-
per deftroy another, and efpz fally ‘when they
expected to change for the

not well do it for the worfe : He had befides
that, another great Advantage, which was the

,bemg able to unite the two Families by marry-
ing Elizabeth. of York, and fo put an End to
2 ContePc that had for many Years made Eng-

[and a perpetual Scene of Blood and Confuﬁon
What had he then to do, but to come readlly

-and chearfully into a Marriage which he faw

both Sides Would hke and the Houfe of 2"07%
requlred at his Hands as but a Juf’c Return for

- then‘ Good-w1ll in inviting him over, and fo
| heart11y joining him when he landedP Such a-
'Method of acting would undoubtedly have - :
| Imde every thmg eafy, and he would have had

N ,‘ nothmg

ctter, . and Could :
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nothing to fear at Home, which is always the
moft danyerous Place for a Prince to find Ene-

mies in, But here, as it often happens to

great Politicians, Fenry was too cunning ; his
‘Army in the firft Joy of their ViGory, as is
natural in fuch Cafes, would have him imme-

diately proclaimed Kiﬁg; and- that put into his
Heuad a Scheme of {etting up his own bad Title,
as the only good one; and determmed h1m to
treat {o ill the Wife he was obliged to marry,

and her Friends of the Houfe of York Who
"had ferved him fo well ; that he loft the Af-

fections of Numbers of his Shbjﬁ:&s and by that
Means was expofed to many Plots and Confpl-u

~racies, which made him often unfafe in his

Throne, ‘and always uneafy in his Mmd “The

F ear therefore of a leafﬂéhon he had by hls

own Fault drawn ‘upon hlmfelf and another ‘
Worfe Paflion of extreme Avarlce ~qere, fayS\

the fame Hiftorian, zhe di /imgzzzﬂz;zg Chara-
(576’75 of his Reign. No wonder then, they

ob{cured the Luftre of it : _'Hefzry was undoubt--

edly a Man of Uhderﬁanding, ‘but he had the

Misfortune to have it turned ‘on"the Side of

Cunning, and a fort of Cunning that made him
overlook great Things, whilft he was puxfumg
S Tittle
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 little ones.  If ‘Art be neceflary to a-Prince;- it
- ought rather to be ufed. in a defenfive than-an

offenfive way; becaufe if he fucceeds in- the
latter, he- lofes “more . than he - gets. by it ; for
Subjects can- never efteem a Governor they can«
not truft;. and when once - all ‘Efteem is loft;
Hatred . and Contempt will foon follow, -and
then: there wants. but any little Inmdent from
Abroad to fet all in Movement;and where that
may. flop, human F. orefight cannot eaﬁly ‘con-
jeCture. . : The ng feemed to . be. aware of
this,; and therefore :took ' great - Care to be at

‘Pcace Wlth his . Nexghbours Stotlarzd he bore

with,  and then lured j&rmes the1r King Wlth

- Matches for hxmfelf and. his Son, the latter of

which took Effe@, and upon the Extin@ion of
the Tudor Family, brought that of the Stuarts
into- England : As to the French, tho’ he threat~
ned fometimes, chiefly with a - Defign of getting

his Subjects Money, yet "us plain he never feri-
oufly. intended to have a War with - them ; fo

far from it, he even fuffered Brez‘ag;ze to be-
come  an - Acceffion to .the - Crown: of France,
rather than run'the Rquue’ or be at the Charge }

= of defendmg it: Neither do I think he was de-
. 'c_exv;_ed in his Pthleks,- as Monf;;Rapm infinus..

o ates -
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ates, - nor that he could fancy he mlght be ala

ways fure of obliging the French to defift from
their. propofed’ Encroachment ; ‘all he feems to
have defigned was to make ‘this Affair a Pre-
tence to get Supphes from the Parliament, and
to gratify his private Paffions at the Expence ‘of
the Publick, ‘whofe Intereft appears to - havc
been no Part of his Concern; and mdeed ¢os

vetous Men, - 'whether - Subje&s or’ Prmces, el | |

dom | Jook beyond themfelves : for“as “there
“is notany one Affetionof the Mmd more
violent ‘and laftmg, fo neither is there any more

- yoid of Feelmg and Compaﬁion ‘or more de~ :

ftructive of * Juftice,” Humamty, and every ‘fo~
cxal V1rtue than Avarlce TR
" Frowm thls curfory VICW of the two Rexgns

of Henry 1V. ‘and VIL. there arifes  one |very
natural Refletion,” and it is this ; that tho™ 110~
thing could ‘be ' more ‘obvious nor vifible] ‘thiin
the Part both of them had to a& in the Govem—
ment of the ngdom yet both mifled of i it, and

" forfaking;asone may callit, the dire@R oad totheir
.own, and thetr People’s Happmefs and Glory,

- -they with much Diffioulty found out bye Ways

c-and untrodden Paths full of Brakes and Bners

3 SR - and

| ﬁratxons of Repubhcks
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- and not.even without Prec1p1ces to then‘ own no.

 fmall Labour and. Annoyance, and .to the. great
Prejudme and lefatlsfaéhon of thexr SubJeéts .

I F.We Were to take a Survey of the Admml—;k
or. free States, we
fhould, ‘I believe, -find them always bettex or.

 worfe, according as théir Bottom was more or
| lefs ‘wide, as there-were fewer ‘or more Checks
“upon the governing Part amopgﬁ: them ; ’tis
 true, they are not fo liable to fuffer by the

Paffions or Weakneﬁ'es of particular Perfons,

- but. if their Confhtutlons happen to be Arifto-

cratical, the Nobles will be. apt-to-be jealous

B ‘of the Commons, and pethaps opprefs them,

that they may notever think of cafting off their
Yoke, or defire to. come in for then' Share in

-the ngmtles or Emoluments of the Publick;
| 'I'he Commons on the other Hand will 1efent

fuch ilt Ufage and- Partxahty, and, that will oc-
cafion . Heartburnmos . Seditions, and Infurrec-}
tions, - which - ‘are: reputed to be t_be._ufual In-

- conveniencies and Foibles of Com‘r‘nohWealthS‘
- But then, this is owing to the wrong Models of .
. partlcular Conihtunons and fuch vals mxght |

be eaﬁly remedled 1f the Intereﬁs and Folheg \,
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of Mankind would " give- them -leave to make |
_ the Experiment. - Whoever looks into the Hi-

ftories of the modern Republicks in :Jzaly,  will

find the chief Difturbances that have been a-
mongft them, . owing to the: usjuft Claims of
fome of - their mo{’c ancient .« Families, - who.
| ;mwmcd the ' executive Power fhould be ‘al~
ways lodged in-their Hands, and who confe- )
‘quently made-a very bad :and often a: tyran- |

mral ufo of 1t

¢ ‘T'H‘E m,any‘?T_umults:, Murthers, and Banith-

ments, that for a Number ‘of -Years infefted
the ' Florentine . State, were nothing more than
the Effeéts iof ‘a- Strugglo between ‘the Friends

 of ‘the Houfe “of Medicis,-and thofe: of ‘the
© Publick, labouring ‘one- to introduce, the.other
to kcep out the arbitrary Power of a_fingle |
Perfon. . /And.what did- all thefe. Caballings,
Sqqabbicsf,'éxod ‘Mifchiefs endin? - Why, ‘the.
Emperor. -Charles V. thought ‘it his Intereft .
to make th Flaréfzz‘inésf more dependant, and
for that Reafon forced: a- Sovcrexgn upon them, -
who kept thiem. oppreﬁ'ed and ‘poor, made: theml |

tlmc and fubrmﬂive and. after. havmg rendercd

them tnorouahl ¥y weak and “defpicable, lefcr )
them,

- 8 .

i
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them at laft, upon the Extin@on of their good

- Mafter’s Family, to be. difpofed of like Cattle,
as their. more powerful Neighbours fhould find' .
expedient’ or ‘profitable - to themfelves, . The
Genoefé too, tho they had the good: Fortune tofl
efcape better than the Florentines, yet were often: -
brought to the very Brink of Ruin, ‘by the per-':

- petual: Factions of the Grimaldies and the cmf ,j

quesy. who dli’cmgul{hed themfelves by the Cant

Term of - Gueelphes ; and the Dorias and the
Spinolas, who ' took ' upon them the’ Name of :

Gibbellines. Dorm even had it more than once

in his Power to have made himfelf Mafter of |
| ‘his. Country, by taking - Advantage of her Di-
- ftrefles, but he was too generous forfo mean an -
B A&ion, -and chofe rather. to reftore her: Liberty, 2
' and made. fcveral gaod Regulations to preferve
and. continue it, which had like all to have been" |
deftroyed -at a Stroke, by the Conﬁ:nracy of the
Fiefgues, who were not - able to bear the Dimi- |
nution of their Authority,’ they had (o long been

enlargm and’ chofe to. confound every: Thmg

or perith in the vile Attempt, rather than fee |
. Florence. ﬁ'ee -and themfelves kept. within the
due Bounds of Equahty W1th thexr Compatmotes R

THE.’
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THE Ve;zetzam, though called a Common-

 wealth, -are “however - altogether governed by

the Nobles, and with:a pretty {tri¢t Hand too:
and T am: ‘apt.to thmk the - Freedom from do-

'.melhck Broils, -they have fo: generally enJoyed
confidering; the Form -of -their Government,: is
pretty much owing to'the - extraordinary’ Power

and kind - of- Inquifitién - in civil Matters, -as one
may ftile it,'which that terrible Courifel'of Ten is
armed with, in order to frighten all fuch as thould

| prefumeﬂto,murmm or eompléin.

I MGST own,. I have always thought the
Con{htutrons ‘of - the Dutch ~and - the:Swifi, to

B be much- the beft: calculated of .any, for Du-

‘ration, as they are lefs liable to domeftick Di-
fturbances, and confequently more fecure from
the Ar tifices, and the Ambition of their Neigh-
“bours: - The uniting fo:many diftinét Commu-
‘pities_ into one: firm Body, (fo as'to join Coun-

fels, Purfes, and Arms,; in cafe’ of Invafion)

which they cannot break thho ut Danger to. each
of them; and at the -fame time prefervmg thCll‘
own Rrghts and Priviledges, feparate and ‘inviol-

N able to. every Province in II@’/and and szton

in
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in waztzerland feems to ‘me'the Ne-plus-ultra.

of all-human Sagacxty in_the - eftablithing of a
Commonwealth, juft as the old Gothick Models,
when'kept up to their original Purrty, are thebeft

Sort of -Monarchies'::: Upon the whole Mattet,

‘all ‘Forms of Governments are but like the Ci-
.ties ander. their Dommron the Waork of Men’s | .,
‘Hands; and as. fuch, {ubje to-ill ‘ Accidents of
varidus Kinds, and at bePc muﬁ: decay and moul- '

der: away in_time, "

. THE great Sklll of Lawgrvers Is fhewn i
the finding out, ﬂatxng nghtly, and guarding \

as Pcrongly 4s may be; a kind, of Equlhbnum in

‘ their Conftitutions Wthh it is the Bufinefs of
their Defcendants carefully to hand down as
little vrolated as is poffible to their Poﬂ:erxt
\Thxs can only be done by a watchfulnefs to pre=
ferve good Senfe, and gaod Manners amongﬁ the
- People.. Ifa general Cormptxon Luxury, and
;Immorahty ﬂlouldgrow up, by degrees and at
Jaft come to preVall there is anend of all Prin«

ciple and all Order,’ fo that Anarchy muft take.

Place, and Tyranny 1nfalhbly enfue,  Which -

of thefe is the worft is fcarce: worth the En-

qulry, fince neither of. them can be lived under
with
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w1th arly Safety or :Comfort: . How to’ guard" B
: ‘agamf’c two ‘fuich mlghty Evrls almoft always
* productive of each other, i the Drﬂiculty Up-
rxght Menat- the Helm canonly doit. - But what -

Country can, ﬂatter themfelves with a long Suc- -
* . eeflion of: fuch Worthles 2eIf thc Torrent of
s ) afhxon thould chanee to\run the othcr Way,
- 2’tis not hkely fuch: Trmes Would produce many
B xgood Patriots; and if they ‘did, * *tis " il lefs
= if‘-ihkely they wouid be eﬁeem’d or employed




