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JQBEN] T is. Matter of juft wonder and furprize to all,
8] K} vho have not Opportunities of feeing Things
J‘"‘_) “otherwife than a'cc{)r‘ding]t_o their outward Ap-
pearances, how it comes to pafs, that the prefent
——— Situation of Affairs ‘Thould not thew a ‘more
favourable "Afpect. It would have been impoflible about

 Pre

~two'Yearsago, to perfuade dny thinking Perfon to believe,

that after cruthing a formidable open Rebellion, and enjoy-
ing for a confidérable time the Fruits of Peace, our Enemies
" could"be'in‘a Condition to awaken our Fears, and make us
ftill dread them. = But fo tive jtis, that His Ma JESTY jud-
ges it worthy "of his particular Notice to his Parliament,
and their ferious Confideration, appealing, as it were ,,
to the Confciences of his People, and warning them of the
great Dangers they are at preferit expofed to, in the follow-
ing Words of His MAJEsT Y's moft excellent Speech, at

the opening of the prefent Seffion of Parliament.
~ You cannot but be [enfible of the many Attempts which have
~ been fer on Foor to difturh the Peace of Europe, and of
~ thefe Kingdoms. They only pretend uot to fees who-are
not afraid of them. -~~~ 7 |

It muft needs create very Melancholy Reflections in
the Minds of all loyal Brions, to confider the wnna-
tural Oppofition of many to the true Intereft of their
Country; and that Clogs are induftrioufly thrown in His
Majesty’s Way, ro retard the moft glorious Defign,
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2 - CONSIDLRATIONS relaging to, ™
that can ‘poffibly infpire the Bréaft of 4 Prince, the S%Cﬁﬁ@
and Eafe of bis People ; but more efpecially that His Ma-

jesT v fhould have caufe to complain of the Indolence and
Lukewarmnefs of. any, who pretend not to fee——— ..
By what Manggement: the publick Peace and Tranqui-
lity of the Nation continues {fo much upon Sufpence, and
daily receives new Difturbances, is a Thing that delerves
the Parliament’s ferious Enquigy ; that fo it may pe fefohvd
what Methods are proper to be taken for obviating and 3
appointing the various Artifices of our Enemies eitber at Home

o Abroad, and for eftablifhing our future Welfare and Safe-
ty upon folid and lafting Foundations.’ The mott skilful

Phyfician cannot, before he be, at leaft, well iniform’d of the

State of his Patient, adminifter an infallible Cure: S6 like-
wife, in vain do ‘we hope to find effeétual Renmiedies for our
mary National Diftempers, till their Nature and Origin are
clearly underffood and confiderd.. BT
" There are many Things “which confpire at this Time to
keep our Ifland in a wea '
fhall begin with :fom,e*of‘ the moft obvious (though they

are none of the leaft déﬁggr;éus),fS)Cfslptéms;i"aqd,‘fg';prq&ed
to the Confideration of {ome others of 2 more fecret Nature:

~ The firft Thing which deferves to be ferioufly confider'd,
and that juftly raifes the Indignation and Abhotrencé of ho-
neft Men, is, the vile and intolerable Abufe of His Ma-
jestTy's Clemency to “his Rebellious- and -Traiterous
Subjects : ‘which far from- anfweping its chief * Defign,
‘iz, to reclaim them, has been improv'd to quite contrary
Purpofes. It was in His MAJEST v’s Power to have

humbled his Enemies effeGually, and finally difabled them,

their Friends or Pofterity from doing any farther Mifchiefs.
Yet this did not {uit with H 15 MAJESTY's Innate Good-
nefs, and compaffionate Temper of ‘Soul, which inclin'd
him to milder Meafures, fuch as, it was hop’d, would
have created Gratitude, Remorfe, and Repentance.  But

: » | how

k and fluGuating Condition: T

His MAJESTYS SPEECH. 3
how miferably are we miftaken!. Aretheynot rather harden’d
in Difloyalty, and ftrengthen’d in their ‘wicked Principles
and Refolutions ¢ 2 - 4

1f fuch muft needs be the infallible Confequences of Royal
Clemency, 1 confefs, I for my part would declare againft it;
for this were to make the Innocent fuffer for the guilty, and
to countenance iriftead of difcouraging the worft of Crimes.
1 do not love to exaggerate Matters. 1 have my felf been

1 Rout Advocate for Mercy, when every body’s Mouth was

full of the fame; but then I.believ'd a better Ufe would
be made of it than what I now fee. 1know likewife the
Difadvantage a Man is liable to in his Charadter, who argues
in any other firain ; for People will fcarce allow a Medium
in this Cafe. But is not this a notorious Wrong in Politicks?
Every vulgar Capacity muft own, that the one Extreme is
as horrible and dreadful.as the other. "Tis a common.Say-
ing, That’tis pity fair Weather {hould do any harm. = I'm.
fure 'tis fo in Government, whofe greateft.and moft charm-
ing Attribute is Clemency. But if this is beftow’d too libe-
rally, Malefactors will become infolent, they will; be inclin’d
to think the Government looks upon- it felf to ftand ‘'upon
Courtefy,.that it is precarious, and dares not take notice of
the moft open Affronts. -~ o
1 {hall hot infift on Particulats, asto the Growth of Dif-
affection in this Nation : We all krow, *that ever fince the
Rebellion it has been-daily increafing ‘inftead of abating in

‘any meafure ; and that this is chiefly owing to the-Conduct

of thofe very Men, who through His Maj ESTY S unpa-

rallel’d Favour, or by indire& Means,: have efcap’d the Juftice

due to their Demerits. This is particudarly. remarkable in

 Sotland, where they ufe all manner of Artifices to corrupt

5

and.debauch the Minds of the People, and to.incenfe them
againft Hrs M aJEsTY s Government ;- and whére the In-

ferion is now become fo univerfal, that-as the fame canhot:

efcape the Obfervation of every one, who knows any thing
' - B2 e of
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4 CoNSIDERATIONS o2 |
of the prefent Pofture of Affairs in that Country ; fo T am

perfuaded the Parliament will not think this a.light matter,

‘Methinks the Government ought to have the firiGeft Eye

to thit Place; where the late Rebellion began, and which,
: >

by »i}tsi;;reat- Diftince from their View, is not only-a:Sancy-
gry rg)_ many outlaw’'d Rebels, but the fitteft Country for
~hatching and bringing to Maturity fome of the new Attempts

that, as His Mayesty tells us, are fet on foot to diffurh

the Peace of thefe Kingdoms.

- .,‘Jz‘z‘ 'tbc*i_zext place, Our virulent Facions at home have con-
tributed in a very great meafure to the Succefs and Encou-.

ragement of our Enemies, and to the Increafe of that Force,
- which is now again become formidable; ™ .

altho’ the chief Intereft of each : But it js 2 Circumftance

beyond common Mifery, a Propenfity to Ruin more thay
natural, and a Fatality ‘on Mankind greater than has been.

- ever obferv’d perhaps in any Country or Set of Mep. i
they fhould be divided into garti‘es fro}r’n fhc:pu?;%% eli’tef's?;
- when there is not fo much as any real particular :Inter'eﬁ’,“ in
qffe&, carrying on in any of thofe different Parties ; nor any
of thefe difcriminating Interefts o laid, or fo'tp'urfuﬁ as that,
by all the violent Steps taken by the Engagers, thcéy> are any
Waiys;ad\vanc:d;\: So that altho” Violence beé done. axidz jsjﬂil}lrt
doing perpetually to the Publick ; tho’ all contend for the’
Promotion of that Intereft or Party, under which they onl
i?ok'for azikaappxnefs.::‘ Yet for all this, not one of 'thofg
E;téfes/gre , 1 ely fo .‘ pchq{e Qr, c?om&?f.ar;y thmg near ‘,t_hé;'xf'
~-Our Nation muft be allow’d to be in 2 mofk com

way to Mifery, if this be prov’d their Cafe. = . _’l:e z,w‘
- That there are Parties, 'tis well known, =
The

hich ; "Tis 2 miferable
Circumftance, and. the general Ruin of profperous States.
:;gm Parties, out of feparate Interefts and Paffions, purfuéj
- different Ends of their own, without regard to the Publick,
,».

His MajeEsTY § SPEECH:, 5§~

~ The firft great Divifion is between King GxoRaE and
the Pretender. Of thefe two Interefts, that of the Pretender

does properly make but one Party, tho’ the other two.

Thofe, I{ay, make but oneé Party, as they a& in'the Pub-
lick ; for they having'in profpeét-only,  and“as the End of all
their Agitations, the Government of the Pretender ; they

are not now divided, nor can be yet, whilft unprevailing, .

in any Difpute or Difference confiderable about Adminiftra-
tion, as how, by whom; or in:what"Methods, favouring

one or qther Party, that Government fhall be carry’d on. .

But (I mention it with Regret) there are, as I faid, on the -

fide of the Government (at leaft who pretend {o) two Par- .

ties, that pull different Ways in the publick Affairs.

- There are fome Perfons, whom T would fain look upon as .

Friends fiill, tho’ they may be grown coolerupon fome me-

lancholy Refletions, as if their Deferts were not enoughtaken -

o :

neticeof, nor their Services rewarded. The Notion theyhave -

entertain’d of Liberty,won’t allow them to think it fafe, unlefs

the Confervators of it ‘are exaély according to their Stan-

dard. They are too rigid Examiners of the Miftakes of thofe,

that are not in - their-good Graces, and at the fame time -
ovétlook perhaps as grofs Faults'in thofe' whom they honour -

with ‘their Friendthip, which yet detraéts froni the Credit

of (what they would pretend to be) Reformers, and difco- .

vers that they are animated' by the narrow Spirit of a Party.
'They only contemplate ‘and- expofe the frail Side’ of thofe

they ‘don’t affect, and won't allow the Ballance to be laid -
before them, of the Good and Evil they have done, to make -

a proportionable’ Abatement according’ to Prudence and E-

quity.. They are fo enamour’d with their own’ Capacity, -
and {o fully fatis{y’d that theirs is the proper Talent for-Bu-

themfelves, dre Crimes irremiffible,

 finefs, that they think it. is being’ injurious to the Publick, .
not to employ them in the way they would propofe; andto '
poflefs a Place, which-they conceive: would bettes- become -
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6  CONSIDERATIONS o

_ Thus Guilt fticks to Places ‘of Profit and Credit, as the
Fewifh Leprofy did formerly to the Walls :of  the Houfes ;
and you muft-go out of them, to get clear of the InfeGion.

But tho’ thefe are Obflacles to the Repofe of . 2 Country,

which keep it in-a conftant Vibration, that it cannot find its

- Centerof Settlement ; yet fince thefe Paffions don’t fall upon.
the Stupid and Unthinking, T hope the good Senfe of thofe

who are at prefent unluckily biafs’d by them, will reftrain
them from finking the Veflel in which themfelves are im-
bark’d, tho’ the Helm be not committed to them. It is to
be hopd, that Perfons of Underftanding and- Knowledge in

the World will rather find out Means to recover the Ground
they feem to have loft, than be obftinate to make their Ways

wore {lippery, till they are carried upon a Precipice; where
‘the next Step muft be:inevitable Ruin. | B

- The Meaning of all thefe Parties, if thveyrhavel, thelr 'n;aifi

latereft; their Stake, Eftate and: Friends' in:this-Nation,. is
and muft be to preferve it, tho’ not from peifectMonarchy, -
and abfolute Power of a-Crown at home (which fome like

the beft) yet to preferve us, at leaft, from the Yoke of Fo-
reignPower, from;being overgrown by States that are about

us, atd goming, down from being “the principal-in Power .

and Riches, to be the laft in Exrgpe.  This furely, whatever
elle may be his Intereft, is the Intereft of every individual

Briton, in all thefe Parties, to preévent: But:if this be what-

is leaft done ; -if ‘this not only be not prevented, -but be the

-only thing: that-every Party;- tho’ not intentionally, yet real- -

ly does draw on, advance and promote; then ‘we are in

‘that State I mention’d ; in the faireft way that can be thought
on to every:thing that can be.call’d Ruin or Deftruion te

a-Country. - .. SN

Which Party foever prevails in the'End, . they all concur
by-their Divifions in weakening the ,I%lteréﬁ of their Coun-
try, and rendering it a Prey fome time or other to a potent.

Neighbour, - And the Facobites efpecially’ muft .reckon a

“foreign

B AR g
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foreign Conqueft the inevitable Effe& of their Succefs.
Which however I thould never be afraid of, if there was an

‘entire and clofe Union among the reft of the Nation, who

are, or pretend to be, on the fide of the Government, and.
guided by Revolution Principles. . o -
But is it'not fhocking to think, that Men fhould fo far -
abandon their Reafon, their Principles, the Intereft of their
Country, and their own. particular Interefts, to their pri- -
vate Paffions and Refentments, as to fuffer the Jacobites to -
be daily gaining ground upon them by their Divifions? I
cannot entertain fo-harfh a Thought of Men, who have for-
merly fignalizd their Fidelity and Affeétion to.the prefent

- happy Eftablifhment, as to imagine they can have any.
Views or Defigns that are deftructive thereto. But I wifh

their Ambition or other Paffions, which often get the bet-
ter of fome People, may not have been of Benefit and Ser- -
vice to the Jacobites, and a great Article of their prefent -

Power: Or that there future Obftinacy may not enablem

i them finally to‘accompli_{h their Defigns. -
, QétOd pro'mla;nolvi/s ﬂé,&‘at;Fortunﬂ gubernans;.. <
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. Ex ratio potis, quam ves perfuadeas, ipfa... .

- I know - very well, there is-a Set of-fanguine Témpers, .
who deride and ridicule in the number.of Fopperies all fuch -
Apprehenfions as - thefe. .- They: have it ready -in their.
Mouths, that the People.of Great-Britain are -of .a Genius,

and Temper, never to admit’ Slavery amongft them; and. ¢
‘they are furnifi’d with a -great many Common-places .
on this Subje¢t. Befides; the. Jacobites crying up»Libe‘rtFE -

and Property as much.as any,, makes fome Gentlemen mi

take them for other Men, and confequently very liberal to. -
them upon occafion. But it-feems to me, that fuch Dif~
courfers do reafon upon thort Views; and a very moderate. -
Compafs of Thought; for I think ita great Error to-count -
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. all Ages, fince there is hardly a Spot of Ground in-Ewro

- ‘CONSIDERATIONS o2

upon the Genius of a Nation,"as a-ftanding Argunient in
| ce T _ Pe,
where the Inhabitants have not frequently and entirely
chang’d their:Temper and Genius.  Neither, can I {ee any

Reafon, why the Geniusof a-Nation fhould be more fix'd
~in the- Points of Government, than in their Morals, their
% Learning,” their Religion, their common Humour and Con-
< verfation, their Diet; and their- Compleétion ;- which do

all notorioufly vary almoft in every Age, and may every

one of them have great Effets upon Men’s Notions of Go-
- vernment. And- Experience tells us, that there are other
“Things too, which have a mighty powerful Efficacy to
- change ‘Men’s- Principles. .+For we have now too many
- amongft: us, who- feem to- aét upon quite different Views,
: from what they did but a.Year or two ago.

Some* of us hive feen the Times, when all the Court,

. amd a great Part-of the.Clurch, were in dire&t oppofition

to-our- Civil and Religious Liberties. - There was ground
“enough” then for the Nicknames-of Whig and Tory, Cours
. and Comntry.Party, High and Low Churchmen, as every Man
: thought fit to rank himfelf, or was reputed by others. - But
-now there is no Room for fuch odious Diftinétions ; the In-
tereft-of “the King and the People being both entirely cen-
-ter'd in the prefent Government, no Perfon in"his right
“Wits-can.-now be an Enemy to the State on the Principle
of tLiberty, which is madéthe Pretence of all Parties; and
- confequently, it is to invert the original Significations of"

thefe Terms, (orBadges of Diftin¢tion) to call one a Roya-

'Iift or Tory for oppofing, and another a Commonwealths-Man
.or Whig for fiding with the prefent Government. = -

There 'is one” Circumftance with relation to' Parties,
‘which I take to be, of all others, moft pernicious in a-State;

the Influcnce of one upon many. I would be glad any Parti-
fan would help me to tolerable Reafon, that becaufe Clodius
and - Curio happen to agree with me.ina few {mgular No-

tions, .

His MajesTy's SPEECH. 9
tions, T muft therefore: blindly follow them inall: Or, to
flate it at beft, that becaufe Bibulus the Party-Man is per-

‘fuaded, that Clodius and Curio do really propofe the good of

we are divided into Proteftants and Papifts: - A's to the Sub-

their Country, as their chief End; therefore Bibulus fhall
be wholly guided and govern'd by them, in the Means
and Meafures towardsit. Is it edough for Bibulus and the
reft-of the Herd to fay, without farther examining, I am of

the Side with Clodius, or I Vote with Curio? Are thefe

proper Methods to form, and make'up what they call, rhe
united- Wifdom of the Natipn ? Is it not poflible that, upon
fome Occafions, Clodius fay be bold and infolent, born
away by his Paffion, malicious and revengeful, that Caurio

may be corrupt, and expofe to fale his Tongue or his Pen'?-
‘1 conceive it far below the Dignity, both of humane Na-

ture, and humane Reafon;-to be engag’d in any Party,
the moft plaufible foever, upon fuch fervile Conditions.
 Again; If we take a View of the Nation as to Religion,

divifions among the Papifts, it fignifies little to our Subject
to take any Notice of them: for though fome of them are
fo moderate, as to think they ought to live quietly under
any Government, that fecures them inr their Propetty ; yet
our Englifb Papifts being generally Perverts, and by confe-
quence declar’d Traitors to the -Britifb Conttitution, it fol=
lows naturally, that they muft be Enemiesto a Government,

which confiders them 1o otherwife thar as criminal Subjeés..

" But to return to the Proteftants. ' They are divided into
Churchmen and Diffenters,  and each of thefe have their
Subdivifions. = There are High-Churchmen,.and' Moderate-
‘Churchmen ;. the former think Epifcopacy of Divine Right,
and fome of them fly {o high, as to fay, There’s no Salva-
tion without it ; the latter think that Epifcopacy and Cere~
monies are only the Produé of Ecclefiaftical Prudence and
‘Order, and derive their chief Authority from the Statute

Book : the former aré for bringing all Men to a firié¢t Uni-

- formity,
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~thefe have their Subdivifions :

10 - CONSIDERATIONS o7

formity, by Penal Laws; the latter are for.indulging their
Fellow Chriftians, ‘againft a coercive. Power in Matters

- Religious. Some of them again are Arminians, and others-

Calvinifir, and a third Sort of the Middle-way. Some of
them are for Paflive Obedience, in the Senfe it was taught
in the late Reigns; fome of them are for reconciling that
Doérine with the Principles of the Revolution: Some of
them are for figning the Articles of the Church, as Terms
of Peace; others, are for {ubfcribing them as the Confeflion
of their own Faith, and the principal Terms of Commnu-
nion with the Church ; fome of then are for the Morality of
the Sabbath, and others againtt it, and for a Book of Sports.
And there has been for feveral Years a Divifion among
them, purfued with Acrimony and Heat enough, about the
Power of the Upper and Lower Houfes of Convocation.
- Then as to the Diffenters, they are fubdivided into Pre/-
byterians, Independants, Quakers, and others; and -each of
e their Subdivify and as all of them are againft
the Eftablifh’d Church, the Church is likewife againft all of -
them. This weakens our mutual Confidence in one ano-
ther, creates Animofities and ealoufies, and makes us far
lefs confiderable, than otherwife we fhould be. .,
- Our Common Enemies make ufe :of ~our Contentions
-about Religion and the Church, as a principal Handle for
their Purpofe. ‘They have their Agents employ’d, to kin-

«dle and foment the bigotted Zeal of all Sides, ‘who were

never known to be more violently inflam’d, than at this pre- -

fent JunGure. Religton, in thefe latter Ages, feems to.haye
loft every thing elfe but the bare found of the Word; And
confidering how that for the moft part is us'd,. it would be
well if we were left without it alfo: For it is become the
mere Tool of a Party, to bring about Defigns of another

Kind, and often incompatible with. the Intereft of Religion..

I can. never bring myfelf to_refle@ Calmly or with Pa-
tience on one Thing, iz, the chief Part which {fome of our
| | i Divines

SRS TR GRRNETS T S RN

- His MajEsTY's SPEECH. . I'(I‘
ivi - ‘made to act in this Tragedy. "Tis true, Gt
gz;gmé;:;fty will not fuffer me to- think fo WleégI);cgf
them, as to believe they have any Defign upon theh l:n h
while they appear fo earneft 151 1tleuczlirre(1) t (EE; rtn ::g’e 't
e vety weak and fhort-fighted, who don -
b:r‘o,flsy Tendency of the Enhappy Contefls, that are a-tc;l S}ﬁt
%erit {o warmly maintain’d cOrflcermrllg this I:/ll]at;eg (;) ;ix’; | that
shile fome appear to fight for Religion; the t
‘glgteagé?nf’c 1}2}) For inflead of oppofing the common Elzle
n%ies of our Church, they Ifall fou%) upon ét;;eéigefr«‘;i&lvé;
tever they may take them to be; andz then
:ﬁ]i?t; Voef the fz}:me;(}llharge, which, without any gt ou{ldf) tl}eg
would fix upon others. ~ But I fhall not dip into thlls oint ’
my Bufinefs being to confider the Mattert-fo fq: only as it
affeéts our Civil Interefts and Concernments. "
affﬁs 2;11;, I_f,;;)rofy of Gehazi, that fruck to him and his

Houfe for ever, it has been the perpetual Itch of the Prieft-

od to be intermeddling’ in fecular Affairs.. ‘Th.ey were
ggggli’d for glorious Stars, -and hadtheir Sph%re »alllox‘:vyei
them wherein to fhine ;. but when they defcen v tolfofhé |
Regions, they degenerate to pernicious Meteors. o iou‘{
would confine themfelves fo their own Provxnce{ \ pIESCﬁ s
Pretences of Religion would never hurt us ; but t %el- E (g)f-
of Chriftianity might profper, and the chief End o ft 1«13 i
pel be effectually obtain’d .thr%;]gh theﬁﬁmﬁiuo Ct c;re:éérri

nighty upon their Labours. This is what their Co
\gsggtypﬁfr)lcipally, to be employ’d about. - But to taclg.oth:r
Matters to Religion, with which indeed it haskno_._tf mlg\I 0.
do, and to profecute By-ends under the colour of l'tl; dai){
and (as is frequently-done) to proftitute it tothe wic ‘,ere ,
Purpofes, by ftirring up Sedition and Rebellion, by incen 1;1g
one Part of ‘the Nation againft the other, by filling Pe;)p es
Minds with unneceffary Jealoufies and Fears, .an’d~ -cau mgﬁ&
general‘Unéasﬁnefs and Diffatisfaction :* All this, Tfay, c_al_ s
a Reproach on-Ghriftianiry and the Minifters of it, W‘;O
o C:2 - ought
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_ hurries them.

" dom to be at.reft ;. fuch People being Tools ftill ready at
hand for thofe to. work withal, that love fo fee their Coun-

12 CONSIDERATIONS 012

ought to preach Peace and Charity : And fuch Men, who<
ever they be, and by what Charater or Denomination fo.
ever diftinguifh’d, are intolerable in any Civil Society, and

deferve to be treated as its worft Enemies. R
Moft certain it is, that the Clergy of the Church of Eng-.
land ought to be fupport®d in their lawful Rights, and in all
the Power and Dignity that belongs to them.” 'But fome of
thefe Men are {o eager to extend their Ecclefiaftical Jurif-
diction, that their firaining it fo high becomes a perfeét Mark
of extravagant Ambition, obvioufly to be objected againft,
and from which the World draws Inferences no way fer-
viceable to the Church in general. The meddling with the
Affairs of Civil Government, and the Kingdoms: of this
World, does not belong to the Minifters of Chrift. And
nothing can be more odious or unaccountable, than undet
this Charaéter, by virtue of which they gain an Afcendant
over the Coniciences of many People, to make an ill Ufe of
the Confidence their Admirérs have in them, by impofing
their own Conceits and Opinions in Matters of a purely Ci-
vil Nature, as if forfooth the fame' were-neceflary to the
Salvation of their Souls ; for fo the Ignorant are apt to be~

lieve every thing that is deliver'd from a Pulpit.. .~ . .
There are fome Men that are all Flafh and Self-conceit,.
paflionate and violent, where the Fondnefs of their Dotage
Three dangerous Compofitions to mifguide-

fuch Perfons that believe they know more than they do,
and never cenfider the fatal Inconveniences of future Confe-
quences. And from fuch Men as thefe, what Good can be

expected towards the fettling of a Government, that rather

tequires the moft healing and balfamick Remedies, than -

the pernicious Drugs of Divifion and Faction, which only
fefter and corrode 2 Of this Humoir many of our Clergy
feem to be : But fuch a Humour will never fuffer the King-

try

work upon. -

c Ole, Who by i
have in fome former Reigns defended 'Maxims perniciou

wife Men, ‘obftinately to efpoufe fuch Maxims, as are.good -

efpecially when God has more than once deliver’d us from- i

i
|

and made them hate thofe Maxims enly fomewhat too late:- g
ade the ?

¥
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World ; yet it:is generally obferv’d that Things mifcarry.
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try always in 4 ‘Hﬂ&ﬁg’%ﬁ?é”"@égdiﬁbq.i ] 'A_nd thus ﬁl}ey t%}:ft
fhould bar up all Entrances againft S7eid‘11t1,o‘n and Divt ‘1‘011,% re
call’d in to be the chief Eerfons_ that fet open th@ Dogrs 0{1
Diftraction and. Commetion, and that _prompt and }ﬂfgen e
precipitate Zeal, Whétévfe;" j»t'_h‘eyr mget VilFll Sgb)géu ‘?t to .

We maypity thofe, who by their Writings and Do¢trines -
Society ; becaufe I am willing to believe they have beeln. |
trepann’d by the crafty Wiles of a Court, who made Too s.
of them unknown to themfelves. But it would be a thmg . B
moft uniworthy of Divines, of Chriftians, and of honeft an .
for nothing " but- to increafe arbitrary Power in the World, , ; B

its Rage and Bury. Our good God be for ever blefs’d, for. : 4

+ that thofé Divines, who-have fo far-beén.‘impols’d upon as i
‘to defend fuch Maxims as haften’d their -owvn Ruin, and:

made that of the State inevitable, have now an Opportu--- ;
nity to undeceive themfelves' by fofter and cheaper: \A;‘jay; A
than thofe of Popifh:Butcheries and Arbitrary PO\')\(;CI‘,’ wt 1ch
without queftion wolild have open d their Eyes wide enough,..

or the Good of the Church and Commonwealth... |
fol']t‘l[]]i (xi?gaﬁ. Governments have always excluded their Cl».le’r»‘-
y from Affairs of State ; from whence they have receiv d-,”
the double Benefit of having their ghoftly Qccafions bette§ |
ferv’d, and their-temporal Concerns lefs gmbro.ll.d.r ongg:. _,_C
all Men living they have the worft luck in Politicks ;:}v e _‘ K
ther it be-or not (fays a judicious Perfon) that the Clergy. X
are not fo well fitted by Education, as others, for. poli~- _,
tical Affairs, I know not.:-,Tho’.'I fhould. think they have‘.j
Advantages above others, and, 1£they Would»‘but even kc:;p
to the Bible, might make the beft Minifters of State in the

un.d@i? @
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under their  Government, - If there be any Counfel ‘mote
precipitate, more violent,rigorous and extreme than another,
it is theirs. Truly I'think the Reafon that God does not
blefs them in Affairs of State, is, becaufe he never intended
them for that Employment.. Yet thefe are the Men that
muft be cutting us out Schemes of Politicks, prefcribing to
the Government, and determining the Rizhts of Princes,
Whata Hotchpotch have they made with their Kings de facto,

their Fure divino, their Paffivity and Nonrefiftance 2~ But
thefe are beaten Topicks, which yet I could not but glance

upon, becaufe of the ill Blood which thefe Men have caus'd
among us. If fome few of their Leaders (for I would be
underftood in all that is here faid. of the difaffeGted High-
Church Party) have obtain'd a Chara&er of Sobriety and
Piety, it may be the better for themfelves ; but had they
been all of a piece, their Example had been of lefs Influence

to difturb the Publick. If a Corab, Dathan,: or Abiram

with-held their Obedience from Mo/es, their Retinue of Ad-
herers may be thin enough ; but if an Aaron fets up a Gol-
«den Calf, “tis no wonder if Ifrael worthip it. But God be
thank’d, we have enough even of their own Cloth to.over-

‘ballance them; and if the Scales are even, we could.throw
in the Approbation of all Reform’d Churches and-Societies

throughout Ewrope.  Even the Hierarchy of the Church of
England is ftill fafe, and like to continue {o, if the Faction
amongft her Clergy (her Steeple and Pinacle Men) by their
Perverlenels and Capricioufnefs would "ot alienate the
Minds of People from them, as there is already but too vi-
fible a Declenfion. For upon whomf{oever thefe Men {hall
pleafe to lay the blame, it will be reply’d to them in the
Words of the Satyrift, Pace veftra licear” dixiffe, wos primi
omnium Ecclefiam pevdidiftis, . “ .
All thefe things put together (not to defcend to parti-
cular Confiderations) make a confiderable Part of the me-
dancholy and dangerous State of the Nation at this prefent

Time,

T,

T ik R e T T e L L T

Hrs MapeEsTy's -SRRECH. 15
TFime. And every one who-is not wilfully Blind, muft e.f-
ly difcern, that it is highly neceffary for us at this Junéture,
to think of applying proper. Remedies towards a Cure.
And this naturally leads me to make fome Obfervations on
the three- laft Paragraphs of "Hus MajestY’s Speech,,
which relate principally and entirely to this Head.

My Lorps and GENTLEMEN, . & -

I could beartily wifby that at'a Time when the common Ene--
mies_of onr Religion ave, by all manner of Artifices, en--
denvquring to andermine and weaken it, both ar Home
and_Abroad, all thofe who ave Friends to our prefent hap--

- py Eftablifloment, might unaninoufly concuy in fome proper
Method for the greater [irengthning the Proteftant Inte-
~veft; of which, as the Courch of England is unqueftion-
ably the main Support and Bulwark, [0 will fbe reap the

principal Benefit of every Advantage accruing 5y the Union -

“and - mutual Charity of all Proteftants..

As Matters are now, ’tis certain the Proteftant Intereft-
is.in very great Danger. Therefore it is requifite that they .
thould bethink themfelves of Methods for their-own fecu--

rity in all Events.. e I
‘The Romifh Idolatry hath a great Advantage over-the
Reformation, in-thefe following Particulars. -'

- Firft; That it better fuits the ambitious Defigns of Prin--
ces who have a mind to be Arbitrary :: For a- Largefs to the -
Church, they may foon be abfolv'd from all Obligations -
. to maintain their Subjeds in the Pofleffion of their Property. .
Coronation Qaths, Inftruments of Government, Pacta Con- -

venta, Claims of Right, Golden Bulls, Conftitutions of

Diets, Parliaments and Cortes, or what you will, are but«
fo many Cobwebs,. that are- eafily fwept down by the-

Pope’s Difpenfations. - Murders,” Affaffinations, Maflacres,

and the greateft of Crimes that- Hell can fuggeft,.or tgat;:
3 teit ol | .
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" 'deprav’d Man can execute; may eafily be hallow'd by the

9 g at C M L . .
Pope’s Confecration. © To- break Faith:with Hereticks is a

Virtue, to obferve' it is a Crime,. by the Determination of
‘their Councils; {o that we cannot take too many-Precautions

againft that Religion, and the'Princes that profefs it: Honour
~and good Nature do {fometimes overcome the'Poifon of their
‘Principles, but they are not to be too fecurely relied on. 4

A lecond Advantage that Popery has over the Reforma-
“tion, 1s.t’his, That according to their Principles, Men may
‘be as wicked as they pleale, and yet force their Way to
‘Heaven, by Pardons, Indulgences, Jubilees, Penances
-$ou1—Maffes, ¢oc. but beft of all; by perfecuting and deﬁroy:
ing thofe they call Hereticks; this is avreadtgﬁAtohement

for the greateft Cruelty, or-moft unnatural Luft; and there-

-fore a Principle that the Reform’d ought to provide againft,
as one of the ‘moft prevailing upon deprav’d Nature, that

‘ever the Author of falfe Religions invented.

A ‘third Advantage they have over the Reformation, is
this, That the Romanifts have a fix'd and certain Head
‘who protects and affifts them all over the World. and to
-him they have recourfe in all Exigencies. -Thé'I;Ope or’
rather the See of Rome, isthe Center of their Union ,)and‘-'
‘though their Differences among themfelves be gr.;:ater.
‘more numerous, and purfu’d with as much Acrimony, as
‘thofe among-Proteftants, the Pope and his Conclave are fo
politick, as to keep all of them within the Pale of the
*Church; and to the thame of fome .,Proteﬁants, don’t nar-
row the Terms of Communion, {o as to throw any of them
rout ; nor are their different Opinions an:‘Obftruétion to the -
‘Civil Preferment of any Layman, of this or that Se&. ~

In order to counterballance thofe Advantages, it follows

naturally, That ‘Proteftant Princes and States fhould enter

nto a League offenfive and defenfive upon the account of

‘'their Religion. That the Government of every Proteftant

.Kingdom and State {hould -take care that no Proteftants, .
, : who

i
R
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who agree in the eftablifh’d Docirine of their refpedtive
Kingdoms or States, fhould for their Differences in other
Things be made uncapable of Ecclefiaftical or Civil Prefer-
ment ; that there fhould be a mutual Forbearance of one
another in thofe minute Differences; and no other Terms
of Communion impos'd upon any, but thofe that are the
reveal'd Terms of Salvation. There’s no Reform’d Na-
tion in the World fo guilty of this as England, and there-
fore ’tis our Intereft more than others to beware of it.

Though the Principles of the Reformation (or, which is
all one, true Chriftianity) are fo noble and fublime, that
they will not allow us to look for a Spiritual Head any
lower than Heaven, it does not therefore follow, but Pro-
teftants may agree upon a common Proteétor and Civil
Head on Earth. This falls naturally upon the Government
of our Iland, and was glorioufly perform'd by Queen El-
zabeth, notwithftanding the difadvantage of her Sex: Why
‘thofe who fucceeded her till the late Revolution, did not
aé the fame part, the Reafons are {o well known, that they
need not be infifted on. : .

But at prefent we have a Prince, the Hero of his Age,
the Reprefentative of a Family, which for a Hundred
Years paft has been a great Scourge of Popery, and one of
the principal Bucklers of the Reformation. What is it there-
fore, that can hinder the Proteftant. World from acknow-
ledging him as their common Protecter ¢ In order to this,

it {feems to be the Intereft of this Nation to enable Hrs

MaJESTY to act as fuch, and to affift him in an Enquiry

to find out and prevent the Caufes why the Proteftant Inte-

reft has declin’d fo much of late all over the World.
In order to make his Majefty take upon him this glorious

" Province, 'tis not only necefary that there fhould be fuch a

League among Proteftant Princes and States, as abovemen-
tion'd, and that they thould all agree to give his Majefty

full Power to enquire into the Invafions made upon the Pro-
c D teftant
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18 CONSIDERATIONS o7

teftant Intereft through the World, and in the Name of the
Whole to proteft againft them, and demand and attempt
a Redrefs; but that all Differences among ourfelves fhould
likewife be fo far compromis’d, as it fhall not be in the
Power of any future Prince or Party, Domeftick or Foreign,

to arm Proteftants of one Denomination againft thofe of

another, under any Pretence whatfoever. That was the
Method taken in foine late Reigns to introduce Popery and
Slavery, and therefore having already fuffer’d under it; we
fhould be the more careful to avoid it.

How this Union ar Home fhall be brought about, is
now the great Queftion, and requires the united Wifdom
of the Nation in Parliament to refolve it. The Obftacles
indeed, are fo many and grear, that it will be very difficult
to furmount them. Neverthelefs, when we ferioufly con-
fider the great danger the Proteftant Intereft is expos'd to
all over Europe, that nothing lefs is intended than the root-
ing out of that vile peftilent Northern Herefy, as the
Enemies of our Religion are pleas’d to call it; I hope we
will think more than once upon it, and not by eur Neglect
contribute to the utter Subverfion of the Proteftant Reli-
*gion in general every where, as the cutting of thefe King-
doms from it, muft neceffarily occafion. "Tis well known,
that thefe Churches of Great-Britain and Ireland, and more
‘particularly that of England, have been juftly look’d upon

-as the main Support and Bulwark of the Proteftant Intereft ;
‘and therefore the Papifts have us'd their utmoft Fraud in-

undermining of it, and their utmoft Violence in raifing. up
their Batteries againft it ; affuring themfelves, if they could
but once gain this Bulwark, they would quickly, and with

much Eafe make themfelves Mafters of the whole Fort.
One of the principal ‘Artifices made ufe of by them for
this Purpofe, is to corrupt and incenfe a fort of Men, from
whom we might reafonably expe¢t better Things, to
raife and foment Divifions among Proteftants, I mean ﬁhf
. 11=
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difaffefted among the Clergy, whom I have already had -

occafion to mention on another Head.- ’Tis pity that any
of thefe Weeds, that have pefter’d our Paradife, fhould grow
upon confecrated Ground. Thefe Men were the firft that
difcover'd their Difcontent upon the new Settlement at the
late Glorious Revolution. Iwould by no means be thou%:ht
to refle¢ uponthe Church of Englam?, a Church thz}t ma Fs.
the greateft Figure in the Reformation : But nothing is {o

" frequent or pernicious, as to ‘miftake Names for Things.

ave been told what the Church of England is in the

:Zli I}iTotion, that it is the Body of the People and Clergy
tocether in Communion, under a Difcipline anq Worﬂng
effablifhed by Law. But it has been a State Trick of the
Clergy in all Times to engrofs to themfelves the Name of
the Church. Ours have their Hierarchy, and in God’s Name
let them have it ; and let them in God’s Name make right
ufe of it. The Word Church, as the Matter is now or-
der’d, is made a Camelion, that takes its Complexion, and
varies with every Light : With fome it is the Pretender,
with others it is Slavery ; with Bigots ‘tis Ceremonies; with
the Ambitious among the Clergy, ’tis the Exercife of Do-
minion. S | y
What has more amus'd us than the Qutcry of the Church’s
being in Danger ? We know who they were that firft be-
gan the Peal: They were generally the moft licentious of
the.Clergy; who were under a pannick Fear of Reformation,
the enly Alteration, whereof they could poflibly have any
-Apprehenfion, This Clamour about the Church has beg{x}
kept up thefe thirty Years, almoft without any Ingermx -
fion: But when it is really in Danger .th'rough their own
Tmprudence and Mifmanagement, then it is they hold their
peace. Now that there is any Talk of an Union among
Proteftants, we muft expect fr»efh Peals of Ordnance from
fome Pulpits, of the languifhing State of the Church, ani
" the Danger of its being 'fwagow d up by other Sects: [};Ee
' 2 ,
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“the worft Things that can be devis'd of the Proteftant Dif-

fenters, are to be faid of them, in order to fix an ill Impref-
fion of them on the Minds of the Populace, and to enkindle
their fiery Zeal againft them. -

Thefe Church Bigots are of a different Opinion from His
MayesT Y in this Matter, who fays, that the Church of
England will veap the principal Benefit of every Advantage ac-
cruing by the Union and mutual Charity of all Proteftants.
That the Church of England, in its true Notion, muft by
fuch an Union be under as firong Affurance as is poflible, is
vifible even to its greateft Enemies ; fo fecure, that they
will have no way left to bring it into danger, but by. pet-
fuading Men that it is in danger. There is indeed a fa&ious
Party of the Church of England (asthey pretend) wiz. thofe
call’d the Nonjurors, who have brought themfelves into
Danger and Ruin; but it is by their own Treachery againft
and Defeétion from the main Body of the reft. Whoever
are fueh Church of England-men (and I'm afraid too many,
who pretend to be Members of the prefent Eftablifhment,
are very near akin to them) 1 would only ask them,- How
long they are refolv’d to be Tools and Properties to their
mortal Enemies, as well as ours, the Papifts 2 How -long
they will continue to be their infatuated Adventurers, and
be playing their Game for them at their own Expence and

Hazard 2 The Papifts have an Intereft to ferve in over-
 throwing our Religion, while nothing remains for them, but
to fhare in the common Calamity, which they endeavour to -

bring upon us, and perhaps to fall the firft Sacrifices.

But notwithftanding the endeavour’d Oppofition of thofe
abovemention’d, whofe Chara&ers Ihave largely confider’d,
there are not wanting many Friends to omy prefent happy
Eftablifonent, who ’tis hop’d will effectually ‘anfwer Hrs
Mayesty’s With, by unanimonfly concurving in fome proper
Method for frengthning the Proteflant Intereft. “We ought

warcfully to diftinguifh between the factiousChurch of Eng-

la;zd
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land and the true Church of England. TFor asthe Church of
Rome arrogates to it {elf the Name and Title of Catholick,
and excludes all others, who are not of that Communion,
from any Right to it, and yet is it {elf at beft but a part of that
which is indeed the Catholick Church ; fothe great Zealots
of the Fa&ion, under the Name of the Church of England,
will hardly deign the Name of Church of England-men to

~ any who run not to the fame Excefs with themfelves ; tho”if

the Matter be rightly computed, they w111 not be found {o
great a Part of thofe who do juftly come under that Deno-
mination, much lefs of the People and Strength of this Na-
tion, as they may feem to fome, and. would be thought to
be. - For. of thofe who are not ‘inferxo‘rto any either in Con-
formity to the Church both in Doétrine and 1 WQ;fhxp, and
that not out of any {neaking or crafty Compliance, but
Judgment and Choice ; or. much more in true Loyalty and
Fidelity to the King in his juft and legal Rights ; they are as
little inferior inNumber or Intereft : Who, notwithftanding
preferring Chriftianity it {elf before any particular Church,
and ‘2 complete genuine Loyalty to: the entire State and

| Conftitution, before a partial pretendedLoyalty to any Par-

tyin it,- do not think themfelves oblig’d, either by any Duty
to the prefent: Church, to neglect the greater Dutxe; of’ Cl}rli—
tianity, Charity, and reafonable Condefcenfion in Things
indifferent ; or, by any Reverence to Anceftors, to neg{e&
what is neceffary at this time, as well for Peace and Unity,

| as*for Supply and Improvement of what they themfelves

had begun, and was not then complete and perfect. =

It muft be chiefly by the Influence of Men of this Tem-
per, that any Good can be done towards this defirable U-
nion : For without them the Work will ftick on all hands,
there being too many Bigots among every Seét or Denomi-

nation of Proteftants to retard its Progrefs. Neverthelefs,

it muft be own’d, that Bigotry has beenlofing Ground
above thefe fifty Years, The greatelt part of the People

have .
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have learnt to diftinguifh between what is taught them by
their -Priefts with ‘regard to their Spiritual and Tempora)
Welfare, and what is only fubfervient to the Advancement
of the Prieftly Intereft.. The prevailing Opinion now in
England is Latitudinarian : Moft Men are fo far improv'd
in their Judgments, as‘to believe that Heaven isnot entail'd
upon any particular Opinion, and that either an Epifcopal
or Presbyterian Way of Worfhip, together with a due Ob-
{ervation of the Laws of the'Golpel, may ferve well enough
to carry them to Heaven ; the only Biafs, whichinclines them

to the one fide or the other, being the Laws. Be [ubject ty

the bigher Powers, not for Wrath -but Conftience, {ways- the
Scale, and givesthe cafting Vote in fuch things as are thought
indifferent. This is it which crouds the Church, otherwife
the Sarfnet Hood and Lawn Sleeves might be as deftitute
of Votaries as the JongCloak and Collar Band. |
1 fhall not defcend to Particulars, or advance any private
Opinion or Scheme for the effecting this Union and mutual
Charity of all Proteftants: H1s M ajesTY hasrecommended
this Task to the Wildom of Parliament, and there let it
reft. However, I hope T may, without encroaching upon
their Province, offer a few impartial Thoughts concerning
the Duty of the Eftablith’d-Church, and of the Diflenters,
mutually, in this grand Affair, _ :
~To begin with the former. It could be wifh’d, thata
LCommiffion were appointed for Ecelefiaftical Affairs, whofe
Work fhould be to render our Church Conftitutions as'ra-
tional and accountable, as the Subftantials of our Religion
are ; [0.that be that vuns may read : That is, to compile fuch
a Laturgy, Articles, Canons, and other Ecclefiaftical Confti-
tutions, as may fit lofe to the Rule of Scripture, and leave
no room for the Scruples or Exceptions of any rational Per-
fon of the foberer fort of either fide, as to indifferent Things,
“which are therefore alterable. “ S

This
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“This to many may feem a very difficult Undertaking, and
indeed Experience has already confirm’d it to be fo, there.
having been formerly fuch Commiflions g’ranted .for._thns;
purpofe, without any Effet; and the more’s the Px_ty. But.
fill the Thing itfelf is highly reafonable and expedient, ef-
pecially at fuch a Jun€ture as the prefent ; and ftl{el,y it is
fir more neceflary than to write Rationals of ftrain'd and.
foreign Arguments to defend thg_pgefentlEﬁabhﬂlmf_:nt,.
This fiff way of forcing Conformity.is not practicable in a
difcerning Age; and therefore onght to.give place to more.
prudent and better Methods. . If that abovemention'd can-
not produce its defired. Effeét, it may however do fome.
Good, and if the moft neceflary Alterations were made.
and comply’d . with, “tis probable. this in a great Meature,
would: do the Work. .

1. hope no Churchmen, how bigotted {oever, will affirm, .
that our Ecclefiaftical Conftitution does not require any Al-,-

Yerations and Improvements. It was the Opinion of the.
wileft Heads of the Nation, about thirty Years aga, thata
great many were then. wanting in every Branch of it, and,
nothing has been done fince to t.lle"Pllr,p,ofe. We may.
jidge how many Things were believ'd to be amifs, by the.
Defign of the Ecclefiaftical Commiffion granted in 1689,
which is fully eéxprefs'd in the Body of it. I think it will
not be improper to prefent the Reader with it here. =~

««_J¥ hereas the particular Forms of Divine Worfhip, and.
¢« the Rites and Ceremonies appointed to be us'd therein,
« being Things in their own Nature indifferent and altera-
« ble, and fo acknowledg’d.;. it is but reafonable, that up-

“ on weighty and important Confiderations, according to -

« the- vartious Exigences of Times and Occafions, fuch
“ Changes and Alterations fhould be made therein, as to
“ thofe that-are in Place and ‘Authoritg {hould from time
“ to time feem- either. neceflary or expedient.
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-« And whereas the Book of Canons is fit to be review'd,
“ and made more fuitable to the State of the Church;
“ And whereas there are Defets and Abufes in the Ecclefi-
 aftical Courts and JurifdiGtions, and particularly there is
‘¢ not {ufficient Provifion made for the removing of fcanda-
« lous Minifters, and for the reforming of Manners, either
“ in Minifters or People: And whereas it is moft fit, that
¢ there fhould be a ftri¢ Method prefcrib’d for the Exami-
¢ nation of fuch Perfons as defire to be admitted into Holy

¢ Orders, both as to their Learning and Manners:
« We therefore, out of our Pious and Princely Care for
¢ the good Order and Edification, and Unity of the Church

< of England committed to our Charge and Care; and for.
2 ge al

< the veconciling, as much as is poffible, of all Differences among
<< our good Subjects, and to take away all Occafions of the like
< for the future, have thought fit to authorize and empower

« you, ¢r¢. and any Nine of you, whereof threeto be Bi-

« {hops, to mect from time to time, as often as fhall be
< needful, and to prepare fuch Alterations of the Liturgy
« and Canons, and fuch Propofals for the Reformation of
< Ecclefiaftical Courts, and to confider ‘of {uch other Mat-
 ters, as in your Judgments may moft conduce to the Ends

« abovemention’d. o . o
If the Church, for their own fake as well as that of others,
fhould heartily fall about fuch a Work, and come to a
Temper of Tendernefs towards Proteftant Diffenters, thefe
ought in Prudence and Moderation to accept thereof. And
though perhaps the Terms propos'd on the other fide may
ftill feem to them fomewhat too narrow ; yet let them turn
the Point of the Dagger againft their own Breafts, and
~confider what they would do in the like Cafe, if their
Church-Government was uppermoft in the State, and by
Law Eftablifh’d ; whether it would not then be difficult to
perfuade them to recede from any of their Conftitutions,
though however indifferent Things? Whether they would
’ not

®
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not be very fpating,’ and yield with relfiétancy #And whe-
ther many of thole kind of ‘Objeétions now rais'd by the

~ Church againft them, would not, then be us'd by them

againft tgb‘Chufdrﬁ-;;",‘:‘:i ST
1 know«‘re'\xt\has been rumour’d abroad, as if the Diffenters
would never be fatisfied, unlefs Epifcopacy be abolifh’d.
But this is a notorious Calumny caft upon them on purpofe
to create Jeatoufies in the Minds of People, 'who are well
affeGed to the Church, and to enlarge the Breach between
them and' the Diflenters, that {o thefe may be képt out of
the Church’s Liberties, for fear (as i pretended) of future
Danger to it. .

P

" Thefe. mutial Condefcenfions are abfolixtely neceflary to

- an Agreement ; but they are no more than Preliminaries to

the Main Defign; and a Britifh Parliament muft lend the
finithing Hand to the Work. Whether they will attempt

| it or no; or in cafe-they do, whether of no it will abfolute-

Iy fucceed, a little Time will certainly Difcover. It is

plain, His MaJesTy expects that “fome endeavours
fhould be us’d in this Affair; And I'm fure ’tis alfo the De-
fire of all thofe who are Friends to onr prefent bappy Eflablifh-

“But the only effe¢tual way to remove our Divifions, is to
allow none of -the contending Parties any Power over ano-
ther : and-that fince Ecclefiafticks are generally too narrow-
foul'd to enlarge their Terms-of Communion, the State
fhould do it for them, and not {uffer one part of their Sub-
Jets to tear to pieces, and anathematize another that dif-
fers from them in fuch Things as cannot be found plainly
exprefs'd in'the Texty or naturally deducible fromit. ’Tis
therefore ‘the Tntereft of the State to reduce all that is to be
enjoin’d for Faith and Practice, to the Standard of Revela-
tion, without allowing: any humane Impofitions for Terms
of Communion; and_in fuch "Things as they differ from

N R A P RIS S R ’ one
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26 CONSIDERATIONS gn
one another, they ought to be oblig’d to a mutual Forbear;
ance.. ‘This is the Apoftle’s Rule for the Chriftian Church;;

and when Ecclefiafticks ‘come to. fuch a Temper of their .

own accord, or by the Care and Condué .of the Civil Ma-
giftrate, then,~and not till then, are we to expect the Re-
turn of Primitive Simplicity and true Catholick Chriftian;.
ty, which will make the Lion lie down with the Lamb,
and prevent Religion’s being made a Firebrand to Civil Con-
tentions. - - . L 0T T

I proceed now to the next Paragraph of His MaJEsT v's

‘Speech, which runs thus, ‘.

As_none. can recommend themfelves more_effectually to my
- Favour and Countenance, than by a_ fincere Zeal for the

- Juft Rights of the Crown, and the Liberties of the People;
Jo I am determin'd to enconrage all thofe who alt agree-
ably to the Conflitution of thefe my Kingdoms, and confe-

Sfounded.

Our Precaution in this critical Junéure ought not only to
extend to Differences in Matters of Religion, of which we
have largely difcours'd, but alfo to thofe of another Nature,

which have been made ufe of to foment Civil Differences

amongft us; fuch as Men’s different Opinions about the exr

" tent of Prerogative, or the Privilege and Power of Parliz-
ments; by which we have been and continue fill to .be
divided,. under the odious Diftinction of Whig and Tory.
There’s no wife Men of either of thofe Denominations,
but when fedately difcourfed, will tell you, that he’s.for
preferving the true Engli/b Contlitution : . then fince it is {o,
and the known Laws of the Land are the Boundary be-
tween Prerogative and Property, what Reafon is there that
any Man who is willing to give that-fecurity for his Alle-
glance which the Law requires, fhould be look'd upon
* with

quently to the Principles on which my Government is

His"MA5E51y’s SPeEEcu. 27
with- - Evil Eya! o Béthdughtinichpable of ferving ehe’

State 2 Such Differences,- as they weaken our mutual Con-

fidence in one another, and render us uneafy at Home,
make'us ‘alfo lefs confiderable Abroad, attd more {ubject to
the Intrigtes of Foreign Princes and States.

It is worthy our Oblervation, tht Htsv_ﬁ"M-A_ JF_ STY

very wilely joins the Liberties of his People with his own
Prerogative ;- and indeed' they ought always to be infepa-
rable, for-it is the greatéft Glory of tlie King’s Perogative
and Power to defend the Rights and Properties of his Sub-
~jeéts.” ThePeople of ‘Grear-Britain hive the fame Title
unto, and Security for the Enjoyment of®their Liberties
and"Propetties; that our Kings have unto their Crowns, or.

for Defence of ‘thié Regal Dignity : For as they can plead
nothing ‘for what they enjoy or claim, but by fundamen-

FERE3

Pales.” But fome of our lite Kings'it feems had another
notion of this Matter. Inftead. of joiniig, they in their
Speeches ufually disjoitied anid: oppofed thefe two Things to
each’ othief} “as F they Had been incomipatible.. It wasno

wonder' theréfore if it was éfteenied. Treafon in thofe

Reigiis for the Subjed to pretend any Claim to Liberty or

Property, feeing this was an Invafion of the Royal Preroga-

If fatal Expetiénce did not tell us the 'cdﬁt‘i“:@l'ry, it would
- methinks be impoffible to perfuade a reafonable Man, that
any Subjeéts could be fond of this falfe and Tyrannical No-.

tion of Government. There are many who think ’tis no-
thing elfe-but to live in Richies and Pleafure, and have all
Things at Command; but they are quite Miftaken, for

Government is in reality a_preffing and weighty Burden,
the beft Princes have own’d it, and found they were not

able alone-to fupport it:  Thus Mofés, a Prince of extraor-

E:2  dinary

e e

R

tal and z;‘;’%ﬁ?i?e Laws;; fo the Subject’s Intereft in his Liber- .
ty and Property is coniveyed unte liim by the fame Terms’
and - Chafirels;’ and féncd'd: about. with thé fime Hedges and

e :
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dinary natural Endowments befides what he hadof {fuperna- ,
tural Affiftance, found it too heavy for his Shoulders, and
therefore chofe able Men from among the People, Men of
Truth, fuch as feired God and hated Covetoufnefs, to af-.
fit him in it. But thefe Gentlemen fancy-an abfolute and

uncontrouiable Power is beft for the Prince, and that he is
injur’d, if he be abridg'd in what the foolith World have

thought fit to. call Prerogative, whereas by Divine Ap-

pointment, the Prerogative is nothing elfe but a:Power to -
do Good and prevent Evil, to éncourage good Men, and.
p;}mxﬂ_i wicked Men, ‘to attend conftantly on the Admini-
ftration, and to have a Revenue from the Publick to fupport

them in fo doing, * This is all'the Prerogative that Heaven
hath allow’d to Kings or any other Goverfigrs.. . What's,
niore than this, derives its Origin_from,{ome other place.
That. Power which Men-of fuc’:%; P,r|in",cip_1’es' allow to Kipgs¥

‘puts them i €he moft dahgeraus Condition t cambe, and,

{éts them upon a Precipice, fiom whence they muff. unavpid-
ably break their Necks. - miAmb?qonéiymﬁeﬁ?ﬁﬁ
made Fuvenal fay, - UL o e
=== Sine Cede & Sanggine panci). iy -
' Defeendunt Reges, 5 ficiaorte Tyranni,
Plato and" Aiiftorle, who had nothing but humane Reafor.
to dire¢t them, had a much better.ldea of the Nature of
Government, than your Court-bred Chriftians.. - They} can -
tell us, there was no furer Charaéteriftick to diftinguifh a.-
King from a Tyrant, than that the former fought the Commnen
Good, and the latter bis own Pleafure and Profit  And as to-
the Burden of the Gevernment, Cornelius Tacitys, an able
Statelman and Hiftorian, owns it, when he fays,”Néfcit
quai gravve ¢ intolerandwn fit cuncta vegnandi onws. - "
_If we confider the fundamental Laws of the Enuglifh-
Government, we may petceive they are fram’d with that
happy Temperament, as might be apt to render our Prin-
ces moft glorious and honourable, and the People moft hap--

PY.

e T ety pmeey

His MajEsTY's SPEECH. z9
py: - Our good and wife Anceftors have {o difpas’d.the So~
vereign Authority, that our Kings thould have noPower to

. "do Wrong or Milchief, and they fthould want no Power to

do Good ; the People fhould not be obnexious to any unjuft

arbitrary Empire, and yet withal they fhould be fufficiently

reftrain’d from unbridled Vice and Licentioufnefs..
To this end it has beenthought reafonable, that the whole
Legiflative Power fhould not be lodg'd:in the Hands ot the

_King only; but the People require to be govern'd as becomes

realonable Creatures. - And:herein their Liberty does chief-
ly confift, that they can be oblig'd by no Lawos but [uch as
them|elves approve,and judge moft meet for the common Good.
This is-the prime:fyndamental Law,. that the: Law of God
thould be own'd as fupreme ; that no Doctrines of Religion
fhould be impos’d,. but fuch as the People may pereeive;
and by their Reprefentatives acknowledge, as being con-
formable to the Divine Law : ‘That the People {hould enjoy
the [afe Poffeffion of their Lives and Effates, in fuch matiner
as the-Law _‘pteferibes - That -the Wealth of the Nation

_fhould be no otherwife difpos'd, but as themfelvesallow by

theix Reprefentatives in Parliament : And that Sentence of
Law: fhould:be pronounc’d againft them, not according to
the fole Opiriion ‘of H1s Ma JesT¥ s Judges, butwith the
joint Verdict of their Fellow-Subjects and Citizens. - Thefe
are the prime Laws, which concern the Rights and Libers
. In refpect of the Prince, it is his great Prerogative to eh=
joy all Power that might be ufeful taput thefe Laws in exe=
cution, for the common Good and Happinefs of himfelf and
his People.. - To this end he has a Negative Voice. in making
all Laws, to be employ’d by the Advice of his Council ap-
pointed for that'and the like purpofes 3 left at any time.a
Jicentious Faction fhould difable him to anfwer the neceffary
Ends of Government. He appoints all Judges and -athes
Officers, who are concesn’d to, exeeute ﬁm;haws-m-ﬁu Cinib
L ' viattersx
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Matters. He appoints thofe Ecclefiaftical Officers, who arg
to execute thofe Laws which have refererice to Religion,
He has the Difpofal of all Arms, and the Power of the Mi-
litia, for the Defence of the Government ;- by which Powey
of difpofing all the principal Offices, Ecclefiaftical, Civil,
and Military (if he approves himfelf fincere and faithful to

his own and the publick Intereft and Honour) he cannot

eafily fail to eftablifh his Authority fo fecurely, that he may
‘command all the Force of the Nation for his Sétvice.

But that it may appear, this Power of difpofing all Ma-

giftrates was defign’'d purely in order to the publick Good,
all thofe Magiftrates whom he appoints are {worn to exectite
their Offices  ftrictly according to Law, tho’ it be contrary
to the perfonal Commands of the Prince. The Law over-
rules all thofe Commiffions, which he grants contrary to it-
felf ; and his Minifters thall be punifh’d as Betrayers of the
Publick Weal, if they execute any of his private Cotminands

contrary to Law.

This is a fhort Account of the ﬁmdaméhtal“‘Lé&séf thi‘sj :
Land, of the juft Rights of theCrown, and the Libertics of the

People 5 which I would recommend to the Confideration: of
thofe, who feenx to be very much miftaken in'their Notions
concerning them, that’ fo' they mdy underftind better how
to vecommend themfelves- moft effectually to Hr sMajesTy’s
Fawour and Countenance: -~ SR e s

To enconrage his Friends, is a principal Maxim of His

Majyesty's, and he has taken all Opportunities to declare
it fince his Acceffion to the Government of thefe Realms.
It is certainly a happy Maxim for the King, as well as the
People, when we confider His M a JESTY's principal Cha~ .
racteriftick of his real Friends, wiz. to acf greeatly to' the
Principles on which bis Government # founded. ~Some of our
late Monarchs, who aced the reverfe of this Maxim, were,
to their own Coft and the Nation’s, made highly fenfible of
their Exvor. = There were fore, even about King William

* | the
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His MajesTY's SPEECH.. 31
the Third of Glorious Memory, who (for bafe and private

Ends) endeavoured to pofefs His Majefty with the deftruc-

- tive Politicks of courting -and buying his Enemies into his
‘Service, and.would have perfuaded him, thatKing Fames's

[ories were the only Party truly principled for M'ona:r,chy,;
'ﬁg e\fvere fitteft for ]}i’mplo}}’lments, as being Iong'pra% d in
Bufinefs : And that,on the contrary;his beft Friends (the #bigs)
werenot only ignorant, and unacquainted with pubhck '51.1- |
finefs, but were Haters of qua‘rchy,»Men«of Repubhﬁan

Principles, and at beft for making their Kings no more than
Dukes of Venice, and Kings of Clouts. ‘And ,fo;ma Wi iters
have attributed the Misfortunes, into which this Natlon be-
gan to relapfe before the Revolution was fully fettled, t(}
the following in fome meafure fuch wretched Adv1ce. |
have heard that Thurloe, who was Secretary of -Statehto'
Gromwell, being ask’d by King Charles the Second; how they
did fupport their Government fo long, when all the Nobs-

- lity, Gentry and Clergy were againft it 2 He reply’d, By

ntrufling vhofe only in the Management of a‘llvAﬁazrs, who were
fm befrtz% aggz’n [t the Nobility, Grentry and Clergy, -
| Fos eft ¢& ab hofle doceri. - o
A Prince in Great Britain, that rules according to the
Laws and Interefts of his People, will never have occaﬁﬁn
to make his Court to any Party or Faction. It is below t Ie" .
Dignityﬁof a King to have regoxlrfe Fo*fuch ddhongurab e
Methods ; neither is it at all fafe for himfelf or the Kingdom
to do it. e o L
Exaély agreeable to this Notion is His MaAJEsTY s
Col;:l'}c(ii&&l,y ,1:h€;g good Effects of which thew themfelves. 1He:n
will not countenance any Party or Set of Men, farther ht'lﬁn
he finds their Principles and Aims are confiftent wit t'f]:,
PublickGood. This is His MaJesTY’s Rule, and “he wil
have it to be that of his Minifters. - E e
“II kﬁoxgr there are fome well affe¢ted Perfgns;to Hrs 'M,A-
JESTY's Government, who were fome time of Opmtlko}g;.
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that Tories as well asWhigs oughtto have been takeén into his
Service at Hrs MaJesty’s firlt Acceffion to the Crown,
in order to gain that Party over-to their Duty. - But befides
that Hrs M a yest v difdain’d fucha mean Courfe, as hiring
any of his Subjes to their Obedience, it would have been
attended with Confequences very hazardous, if not fatal to
His MagyesTy and the whole Nation. . And this T hope
is fo evident, that Tneed not goabout to prove it. When

fuch Men have renounc’d the Principles, which are diame--

trically oppofite to thofe, oz which His Majesty’s Govern-
ment is founded, it is then time enough to think of employing
them‘v 2 And we may conclude from His Ma jEs’T“Y,’s Wo‘r’d?,
that he will be: very ready to do it on fuch a Reformation.
In the mean time, His MAJESTY is fiot at a lofs for any 'want
of their Advice. ~ They are bound as Subjeéts to be loyal
and peaceable, svhether His Majesty is pleas’d to make ufe

of them in any particular Capacity-or-no ; and - this is all
- that is requir’d of them. I SRR

~:On the other hand, it is every way as improper to employ
and advance fuch Men, as by taking of Bribes, raifing to
themfelves great Eftates by publick Pofts, - and falling in
with Meafures that may endanger out*Contftitution, have
brought a Scandal upon their former Principles. The Di-
vine Lawgiver hath told us, that the Teft by which Men
fhould qualify themfelves for publick Employments, is to
fear God and hate. Covetonfnef. Lofty Titles, great Friends,
and the Favour of Princes, are not capable of infpiring Men
with thofe Qualifications ; and therefore ought not to be the
determining Chara&ers of thofe that are fit to ferve the Pub-
lick, unlefs to all or any of thefe there be added Integrity
and Virtue ; if that be wanting, a Kingdom may be ruin’d
inftead of being ferv'd by thofe in publick Pofts: [ Now tali
auxilio nec defenfovibus iftis, tempus eger.] »

7

- "Tis one of the greateft Difadvantages to which any Go-

wvernment can be liable, to be oblig’d to-tofs.the Admini-

ftration

PRI SO e .
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firation from Fadtion to Fadion; fuch a Management ca

never be fteady at Home, nor depended upon by its Allies

“Abroad. * This was the reafon that in King €harles the fe-

cond’s Reign, the Duich, when we came to treat wnth them,
objeéted the unfteadinefs of our Councils, and -told us,

« That fince Queen Elizabeth’s Time there hadb:‘een no- -
‘« thing but perpetual Flu&tuation in our Conduét ; fo that
<« they could not rely on our Meafures for two Years toge-

-

.« ther, () as Sir William Temple informs us. To which it

is proper to add, what that able Minifter faid on much fuch
another Occafion as that we now fpeak of « That (b) with-

« out great Virtue and fteadinefs in the Government, and
« Refolution of going through with whatfoever is thought fit
~« and juft, Whereby Men may fee, that the only way to,
« rife, isto deferve it ; all tempering of Factions, taking off
« Perfons, and foothing Parties; is but patching up an'ill

« Houfe : By Virtue, 1 mean that- which the greateft Na-
« tions of old fo politickly favoured, which confifted in
« thofe Qualities, that made Men fit for the Service of

.« their Princes and Countries, by ftrong and healthful Dif-

“ pofitions both of Body and Mind.

"It is not the having barely a good King that renders a

People happy, but much of it muft arife from his having
good Minifters about hin. And Machiavel's Obfervation,

that 2 wife King will always find wife Minifters, is no more

than what every Man is perfuaded of upon the firft Prin-

“ciples of Reafon and common Senfe. I do acknowledge

that ill Men have ways of thrufting themfelves upon Prin-
ces, which they that are Virtuous think too unworthy and
below them to ufe: For whereas the latter are always Mo-
deft, and feek .no Recommendations but from their own
Merit; the former are Importunate, and can both Hatter
and bribe Favourites to {peak well of them. :

(a) Sir William Temple’s Letters, Vol 1. pag.162. (b) Ihid Vol.2. p. 30.
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‘God be thanked, we have a King, whole uncommon Pe-

netration and Difcernment will not {uffer any Impofitions of

this Kind ; and it redounds infinitely to Hi1d Ma - ’
Honour; that he keeps no .Edﬁwérizfef)j‘lafboﬁfﬂi‘s; %ﬁoyg {Eliel;éxus
He is very well acquainted with the Chara&ers of .evéfy;
one, whom he thinks fit to take into his Service. And i
-any of .them fhould prove fo unhappy to themfelves, as to
_deceive their Royal Mafter’s good Opinion of them, He foon

-~ difcovers that he can be ferv’d without them. It is a Part.

of the King’s Royal Prerogative, to.chufe bis own Minificrs.
which His Majesty has ever .exe{ut._ed with extﬁggj
dinary Prudence and Management; to his own Honour and
~the Nation’s Advantage.- And I fhould be very unjuft to
the Merits of thofe noble and worthy Perfons that are now
at the Helm, if T .did not add, That His MAJEST Y's
-Wlqux‘n.‘ls‘ eminently confpicuous in the Choice of fuch
able Men, who do {o faithfully difcharge their feveral Du-
ties and high Trufts, to the general Satisfadtion of the whole

“Nation. .

I conie now to the Conclufion-of His M A J{EST‘:Y?S:Speech.'

The Eyes of all Europe are upon you.at this critical Functure.
Tt is your Intereft, ffor which Reafon I think it mine, That
ny Endeavvours for procurving: the Peace and Quiet - of
Chriftendom fhould take Effect. . Nothing can [o much con-
m{fﬁi 10 tb?)’i ideﬁm_?le End, a5 the unanimous. Difpatch
andVigony of your Refolutions, for the . t of my
anal egm:. y : [ tions, fOf the Support of my Gro-

_All thinking Men are fufficiently employ’d with the Con-
fideration of the prefent Pofture of Affairs in Emope' which
are now conie to fuch a Crifis, that all former A};preheh—
fions of Dunger from the growing Power of France, did
hardly exceed the prefent melancholy Conjunéure. "The
Unien of fome foreign Powers and Potentates, which is al-

* . ready

e et e
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ready vifiblephithia very: difinal Afpect, and tends to the -

Ruin ‘of Great-Britain, Holland, and the Empire too; and -

of the whole. Proteftant Intereft. - The Calamity is ’:l'ike' to
" be fo univerfal, that all Ewrope ought to be alarm’d, and -

exert their Witdom and Courtage to divert the Blow, and
fhelter themfelves from it, asfrom a common Deftruction.
And' though the. Emperor {eems to be meore nearly concern-

ed for his own Intereft, yet who knows not how foon Great-

. Britain may fall under the fad Effects of this furprizing Con-

junétion? .

In this Situation of Affairs, when the Security of the Li-.

berties of Europe is the general Concern, the Eyes of the.

World dre all fix'd upon the Parliament of (.;rmt‘_-u.Brimi.n.' '
The Intereft, as well as:Glory of Great-Britain, confifts in-
keeping the Ballance of Europe in our Hands, which infers”

Britain, fo neithet can Great-Britain efcape if the reft of Eu-
rope be enflav’d. et o

~

‘But befides, it is in a particular refpe¢t our inimediate
Intereft that the Peace of Chriftendom foould be procured,
that fo the Attempts that are {et on foot by our own Ene-
mies both at Home and Abroad, may be effe¢tually difap-

pointed. It is not to be doubted but they will improve
the favourable Opportunity of thofe Difturbances, which
threaten Exrope, to their own Advantage. And it may even
be fuppos'd: that they have a principal Hand in them, and
that fome promifing Defigns are particularly laid and pro-
jeted in their Favour. ' S
But I need not enlarge on this Topick. That there is a
Neceflity for the Parliament’s contributing to render His
MajesTY's Endeavours for procuring the Peace and
Quiet of Chriftendom effeétual, I hope will not be con-
troverted. Neither thall I infit on any particular Meafures
: Fa2 | thar

an indifpenfable Neceffity of concerning outfelves with what'
happens init. - For if Europe is in Danger, and cannot berel=:
~ ched from Slavery, but by the effectual Sutcours of - Great-'

e
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that may appear moft proper to-this defirable End; but leave -
the Matter, as the King himfelf ‘is pleafed to do, to the

Wifdom of the Great Council of the Nation. But the gene-
ral Advice in the concluding Period of Hys MaJesT v’s

Speech, is of fuch mighty Confequence to be followed, in .
order to the attaining of This and all other happy Purpofes,
for the Peace and Profperity of the Nation, that I think it
deferves to be very particularly confiderd, — Nothing (fays -

His MAJEsTY) can [0 much contribute, &c. a5 the unaii-
mous Difpatch and Vigour of your Refolutions, for the Support
of My Govermment. =~ e
The Original Defign of Parliaments is for a Support of the
King’s juft Prerogative, and a Protection to the Subjeéts in
their Rights and Privileges ;. for maintaining all due Honour

to the Executive Power, and. all fuitable Refpect and En-
couragement to thofe who are entrufted with the Admini- -

firation of the Laws ; for a Poife and Ballance between the
two extreme contending Powers of ‘abfolyte Monarchy and
Anarchy; for a Check and Curb to infolent and licentious™
Minifters, and a Terror to ambitious and overgrown Statel-
men; for giving their Advice to Hrs MajesTY in all

Matters of Importance; for making neceflary Laws to.pre=
ferve or improve our Conftitution, and abrogating {uch

as are found burdenfome and obfolete ; for giving the King
Money for defraying the Charges and Expences of the Go-.
vernment, or maintaining a neceflary War againft Foreign -
or Domeftick Enemies; for examining and infpeéting the,
publick Accounts, to know if their Money be applied to

its true Ufe and Purpofes: In fhort, for the beft Security

imaginable to H1s M ajyssTy’s Honour and Royal Dig-

nities, and the Subjeéts Liberties, Eftates and Lives,

From this Defcription of the Nature and true Defign of a
Parliament, it appears how great a Power and Truft is in-
vefted in it, and that the Fate of the Nation muft needs at all
‘T'imes depend upon it.  The chief Thing requir'd therefore

, : in

B L eestinian”

B cice-"Gaimmmasinn

5o,

S

R

His MajesTY's SPEECH. 37
i this critical Junéure, is, that the prefent Parliament, on-
:31:2;2 f)‘eciﬁon{ and Determinations our All depends, Ee‘,
_gnanimous, vigorous, and {peedy in theuj Refolyes._ ﬁT' ﬁe;
King has done his part, and isdefirousto be enabled to f ng
the good Work he has begun. It is now incumbent on that
Wife and Auguft Affembly to act theirs: And I hQ;)erve
may fay with Hs Ma yesT v, that we doubt not of t;c hon}—
tinuance of thar Zeal for the Good of their Country, which atg
been [o eminently confpicuous in evvery Seffion of this Pq‘rlzmi}zfnt.
If they will concur unanimoufly to make goodthe t ;xrlgs
that they have already fo frankly promis’d in their Addrefies,

we have no reifon to doubt, but moft of thofe Clouds will

difappear, which now obfcure our Horizon. The Zeal of
the Nation will then be exerted in vigorous Efforts againft

our common Enemies, and not {pent in Party Quarrels and

inteftine Animofities. 'We have already feena hopeful;{ %'nci
early Beginning, which encourages us to expeét a fucce sfu

b/ Period of their Deliberations. o o
Pel\l;ge gught to know nothing of Faction in fuch a Jpn&ute ‘
 as this, efpecially within doors: For of all the moft threaten-

ing and dangerous Symptoms, that can atany time affect the
lSntthengf Cihlxsg Nation,y Pgrli'a-mentar Divifions look with the
moft fatal Afpect. When the Head and IntelleCiuals come
once to be affected, ’tis certain” the Diftemper is rifen to a
dangerous Height, and tli?ﬁ]a Crifis is haftening upon us,
vhich will either cure or kill. ' N

W%ﬁﬁ)fi\clllz.l(}orivéntions are liable to all Fhe Il_1ﬁr'm1t1es, Fol-
lies and Vices of private Men. To w.hxch, if there be any
Exception, it muft be of fuch Affemblies who aét by um;;erl-_
ful Concert, upon publick Principles, and for publick Ends ; fuch

as proceed upon Debates without unbecoming Waymths, on

Influence from parvticular Leaders and Infiamers 5 {ugh, v\rgo)f'e
Members, inftead of canvaffing to trocure Maﬂ;uttbw ];qu )laz?'
private Opinions, are veady to comply with genera fo e&_ xe{)ul i5
tho’ contrary to their own Sentiments.  Whatever Aflemblies

a.
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act by thefe and other Methodswof ‘the like nature, muft be
allow’d to be exempt frem feveral Imperfe&ions, to which
particular Men are {ubjected. But I think the Source of

moft Miftakes and Mifcarriages, in Matters debated by pub-

lick Aflemblies, arifes from the Influence of private Perfons
upon great Numbers, ftil'd incommon Phrafe, Leading Men
and Pevties. ‘And therefore when we fometimes meet a few
Words put together, which is call’d the Vote or Refolution
of an Aflembly, and which we cannot pofiibly reconcile to
Prudence’or Publick ‘Good, it is moft charitable to con-
je€ture, that fuch a Vote has been conceiv’d, and botn, and
‘bred in a private Brain, afterwards rais'd and fupported b

an obfequious Party, and then with ufual Method confirm’d
by an artificial Majority.  For, let us fuppofe Five Hundred
Men, mixt in point of Senfe and Honefty, as ufually Affem-
blies are ; and letus fuppofe thefe Men propofing, debating,
tefolving, voting, according to-the meer natural Motions of

their own little or much Reafon and Underftanding : :T do

allow, that abundance of indigefted and abertive, many per-
nicious and foolith Overtures would arife and float a few

‘Minutes; but then they would die and difappear. Becaufe,

this muft be faid in behalf of ‘Human Kind, that common
Senfe and plain Reafon, while Men are difengag’d from ac-
quir'd Opinions, will ever have fome general Influence upon
their Minds ; whereas the Species of Folly and Vice are in-
finite, and fo different in every Individual, that they could
never procure a Majority, if other Corruption did not enter,
to pervert Mens Underftandings, and mifguide their Wills.
To delcribe how Parties are bred in an Aflembly, would
be a Work too difficult at prefent, and perhaps not altoge-
ther {afe. Periculofe plenum opus alee.  Whether thofe who
are Leaders ufually arrive at that Station more by a fort of
Inftinét, or fecret Compofition of their Nature, or Influence
of the Stars, than by the Pofleffion of any great Abilities, may
be a Point of much Difpute. But when the Leader is once

fix'd,
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fix'd, there will never fail to be Followers. And Man is apt
to imitate {o much of the Nature of Sheep (Imitatores, [ervum
pgcm) that whoever is {o bold to give the firft great Leap over
the Headsof thofe about him (tho’ he be the worftof the Flock)
thall be quickly follow’d by the reft. Befides, when Parties
are once form’d, the Straglers look fo ridiculous, and become
{o infignificant, that they have no other way, but to run into
the Herd, which at leaft, will hide and protect them ; and
where to be much confider d, requires only to be very violent.
- The propos’d Limits of a Sheet, and not the St 'yjet, con-
fine me ; and therefore I fhall fay but little concerning the
neceflary Means for [upporting His Majestv's Govern-
ment in-the prefent Junéture. The King has not made any
extraordinary Demands of the Commons for the Service of
the fucceeding Year, beyond what is requifite in Times of
profound Tranquility. Nay, the {everal Eftimates, which His
MajEsty has order’d to be laid before them,-are confiderably
" diminifl’d ; and the Army is reduc’d to very near one Half fince
the Beginning of the laft Seffion of Pavliament. - When 1 refle&
onHis MAJEstY's admirable Conduét, and frugal Ma-
nagement ‘of the publick Money, and his Unwillingnefs to
keep up an unneceflary Charge upon his People, I 'am amaz’'d
at the Indifcretion and Ingratitude of fome, who, notwith-
ftanding all this, pretend to murmur and complain; not to

mention the rude and paffionate Behaviour of the Gentleman
within Doors, who has defervedly fallen under the {evereft

Di{pleafure of the Houfe.

Iwillnot recite thofe Dangers, that would inevitably have -

{wallowed usup, if the Parliament had not contributed large-
ly and chearfully to the publick Support: But ftill it is for
Liberty, whole Price is ineftimable, and anInheritance,which
once thoroughly eftablifh’d, never failed to overpay the Pur-
chafe. And I.dare appesl to-the Conlciences of all the rea-

fonable Men in the Nation; if they would not have freely.

eontributed more for our Safety and Deliverance, when we

were.

T
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were environ'd with Ruin, than we have either yet expended;
or will be farther necefary toanfwer Hrs MaJesTY’s Occafions, |
We have a frugal as well as prudent Prince to provide for, .
who defires to put us to no farther Charge than" what will il
enable him to prote¢t us. ' If, to effeét our Recovery, and §

- bring ustoa perfe@ State of Health, will require Time and |
- Coft, it isnone of his Fault. 'He has endeavour’d, and is ftill
éndeavouringby his admirable Condu@, to cut the Work as |
thort forus as poffible. If Hrs Majesty had any feparate In-
tereft fror_that of his People, we might part grudgingly with
~our Disburfements ; but fince he calls for no Supplies but
what are indifpenfably neceffary for our Prefervation, and
~ keepsup no Troops but forthe Proteion of his People,which §
are likewife leflen’d to fuch a Number, as will be no Burden
to them ; we ought as chearfully to contribute to- his Sup-

- port,_as the Dutch to the maintaining oft their Moundings, §
~ that:bank out .the Sea from overwhelming them. 7
. Goonthen, Great Sir, in the perfecting of that which Your
Mayesty bath [0 glorioufly begun and undertaken, to the oy of
Your loyal and fasthful Subjects, to the Defpair and Confufion of
- Xour Enemies, tothe Secarity of the Proteftant World.™ Your
Majesty hath the Hearts, the Hands, the Purfes of Your People
at Your Devotion: You havve a Parliament, who having engag’d.
whatfoever is worthy of Men of Honou, of Fortune, or Religion, §
for Your Alfiftance, will newver be wanting to enable You'to com-
pleat Yours, Theirs, Ours, nay Europe’s Happinefi.  You have
the greateft Security of the Protection of that God, who. s the

Difpofer of Kingdoms, by whom Kings veign, who hath bitherto §

blefJed You with Succefs to-a Miracle. You barve, in fine, the bef

andmoft glorious Caufe, even the preferving of thefe Nationsfrom ~ §
all the Calamities that could befal either the Souls, Bodies, or For-
“tunesof Us and our Pofterity. This T am fure is the hearty B

Prayer of all that are Lovers either of our Civil or' Religious
- Rights, and our fecure, peaceable, and lafting Enjoyment of  §
- them, Tkat Your Enemies may be clothed with Shame, bus upon -

. Xour Head theCrown may long flowrifh. - |
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