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THE
PUBLISHER

TO THE

, Courteous Reader,

 LL ithe Account T ran give
thee of this Piece is s that

| R gbout the middle of Octo-
ber 1zzﬂ it was fem‘ to me, 6’6'(0}72[)4—
| nied with a Letter withoyt 4 Name,
g v P ‘ry . 4' YA .

" andwrittenina Hand altogether un-
- known to me, thougly different from
- the Charaller of the Dialogue it [elf;

| and the Argument. The [ ertor was
very fbort 5 and contained only, that

the Writei having the fortune to

meet with this Difeonrfe (of which he

A 4 s




The Publiher
denied to be the Author) he thought
it very fit to be fent tome, tothe end
if I thought it could be of any advan-
tage to me, and no prejudice, I might
publifb it if I pleafed, and makemy
beft of ir. When Ihad opened it, and
perceived that it treated of Govern-
ment, and. of the prefent Timess I
fuppofing it to be fomething of the na-

“ture of thofe fcurrulous Libels which
the Prefs fpawns every day, wasex-
treamly difpleafed with my Servant,
for receiving in my abfence, and in
thefe dangeraus days, fuch a Pacquet,
without taking any account or notice

of the Meffenger who prought it : "till

be, to appeafe me, affured me, that

the Bearer did look like Gentleman,
and had a very unfuitable Garbtoa
Trapan 3 and that be did believe he
had [een hin often at my Shop, and
that I bnew bim well. When 1 “had

besun |

to the Reader.
begun to read it, and found no harm,
I'was refolved to perufe it in the Com-
pany of a Gentleman,aworthy Friend
of mine 5 who, to his exalt. Shill
and Learning in the Laws of bis

Country, hath added 2 veryprofound

Itnowledge in all other Literatnre:
and ])ag'fim[dn/)(, the €J€C€l[€?ﬁt‘{;@.v.. 0 ;[
Platonick Philofophy.  When we bad
joyntly gone through it, be was clear-

ly of Opinion; 1hat although fomse

might be angry with certain paf-

fages in it, yet the Difourfe re-

', ¢ . . . :
[lecling upon no particular perfor

was very uncapadle of bringing me
into any danger for publ bing it
either from the State, or from any

private Man.  When I had (ecured
my felf againgt DamnumEmergens,
we went about the Confideration of

the other part of the diflinition of the
5 gbo_qls, which is Lucrum ceffans

A 3 - and




And I made fome Objeltions againft
the probability of vending this Dia-

logue to Profit 5 which, in things of

my Trade, is always my defign, as it

ought to be. My firft Fear in that |
bebalf was, that this Author would
dlaf’;gaﬂ the Reader, in being too con-
fiden

fident and pofitive in matrers of |
bigh a Speculation. My Friend. re-
plied, that the Affurance be [bewed
was void of all Sawcinefs, and ex-
preffed with great Modefly: and that

he verily belicved that he meant very
faithfully and fincerely towards the
‘ Inter@ﬂ of.England. M)’ next doubt

was, that a confidexable part of this
Treatife being a Repetition of a great
many Principles and Pofitions out of

Oceana,tbe Aztth'ér wou_yl‘dgbe di fbrediQ ‘

ted for borrowing from another, and
the Sale of the Book hindred. To
that my Friend made anfwer, that

before

¥
#
1
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~ to the Reader.

before ever Oceana came out, there
were very many Ireatifes and .Pam-
phlets, which alledged the Politica’
Principle, That Empire was foun-
ded 1n Property, and difcowrfed ra-
tionally uponit : Amongft the refl,
oneentituled A Letter from an Offi-
cer in Ireland, to His Highnefs
the Lord Protector, (which he then
fhewed me) printed in 1653. as 1
remember 5 which was more than
three years before Oceana was writ-
ten: and yet, [aid he, no Man will
aver that the Learned Gentleman
who writ that Book had flollen from
that Pamphlet. For whofoever fets

bimfelf to fludy Politicks, muft do it

by reading Hiftory, and obferving in
it the feveral Turns and Revolutions
of Government : and then the Caufe
of fuch Change will be o vifible and
obvious, that we need nor impute

4 4 1 heft




The Publither
Fheft toany Man that finds it out:
it being as lawful, and as eafie for
any Perfon, as well as for the Au-
thor of Oceana, or that P amphlet,
to read Thucidides, Polybius, Li-
yy or Plutarch: and if he do fo
with attentivenefs, he [hall be fure
10 ﬁml the [ame things there that
they barr found. And if this were
sot Lawful, when that any one Per-
fon bas written in any Science, no
"Man mauft write after him for in
“Polity, the Orders of Governiments
in Archite&ure, the feveral Orders
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of Pillars, Arches o Architraves, |

Cornithes, &c. In Phyfick, the

Caufes, Prognofticks and Crifis of \

Difcafes, are fo exaétly the fame in
all Writers , that we may as well
accufe all fubfequent Authors to have

been bur Plagiaries of the Antece-

 dent. Befides this , the Learned

Gentle-

W

- to the Reader.

Gentleman added, that Oceanamas

written (it being thaught Lavfulfo

to do in thofe times ) to evinceout *

of thefe Principles, that England
was not_capable of any other Go-
vernment than 4 Democracy.

And this Author out of the fame
Maxims, or Aphorifms of Politicks,

ﬁzzdeawurs- 10 prove that f/).é} may be
applied naturally and fitly, to the re-

dreffing and [upperting one of the. |

beft Monarchics in the World,
which is that of England. I had
but one Doubt more, and that was

an Objelion againft the Title, which

I vefolved at the firft not to men-
rion , becaufe I could [alve it by
a[termg 1:56 Litbe ]?czge. But

fince 1 had opportunity ; I ac-

quainted the Gentleman with it:
And itwas, That certainly no Man

would ever buy a Book that had in
| Front

i



The Publifher

Front of it [o infolent and prefum-
ptuons @ Motto as Plato Redwi-
vus; for that be muft needs be
thought not only vainin the high-
eft degree, but woid of Sence and
Fudgement too, who compares him-
felf with Plato, the greateft Phi-
lofopher, the greateft Politician (I
had almoft faid the greateft Di-
vine too) that ever lived. My
Counfellor told me that he had
as great a refentment of any injury
done to Plato as1, or any Man could
‘have, But that hewas hard to believe
that this Man intended to com-
pare himfelf to Plato, either in Na-
tural Parts or Learning 5 but only
10 Jbew that he did imitate bis way
of Writing, as to themanner of its
(though not the matter ) as he
hath done exaltly. For Platoever

writ

 tothe Reader.

WI'it't{Jej’e high Matters ineafie and
familiar Dialogues, and made the
great Philofophers, and learned men

of that Age; as Simias, Cebes, Ti-

maus, Callias, Phadon, &c. yea

and Socrates himfelf, the Interlo-

cators, although they never heard
any thing of it till the Book came out..

{‘171(/ although talking of State Affairs
ina Monarchy muft needs be more
offenfive thanit was in the Demo-
cracy where Plato lived. And there-
fore cur Author has forborn the nam-

ing the Ferfons who conflitute this

Dialogue; yet he does make a pretty

near leprefentation and Charaler of

fome Perfons, who, 1dare fwear ne-
ver heard of this Difzourfe, nor of the
Author’s Defigr. This convinced me
and made me fuffer the Title 1o afsj
So that I have nothing more to jgl; 1o

| thee, Courteous Reader, but 1o defire

thee
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[ne vubliber

thee to pardon the Faults in Printing,
and allo the plainne[s and eafinefs of

- theStyle, and fome Tautologies:which
" Jatter I could eafily have mended, but

that Ithought the Author did wot let
them pafs out of neglelt, but defign:

and intended that borh they, and the |

familiarity of the words and expre(fi-
ons, fuited better with his purpofe of
difpofing this matter to be treated in
ordinary Converfation amongft pri-
wvate Friends, than full Periods and
farch’d Language would have done s
which might have. been Impropriety.
The next Requeft I have to thee is,
that if thou doft believe this Difcourfe
10 be a wery foolifb one, asit may be
for ought I know (for I am no fit
Fudge of fuch matters ) that thou wilt

yet vouchfafe to [ufpend thy Cenfure.

I', . of it for a while, till the whole Im-

preflion is vended : that Jo, although
h | neither

to the Rcadcr.‘

neither the Publick nor thy [elf may
ever reap any Benefit or Profit by it;
Imay be yet Jo fortunate by thy favosr

asto doit. Whichwill make-me ftu-

dy thy Content hereafter in fomething : 

better ;5 and. in the mean time re-
matn, N |

-~ Thy Friend and Scrvam:

ERRATA.
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bound 8 s.

Palitical Difcoutfes and Hifto-

ries worth reading.

. 7~ \He Works of the famous Ni-
cholas  Machiavel, Citizen

and Secretary of Florence, containing,
1. The AHiftory of Florence. 2. The,
Prince. 3. The Original of the Gauelf
and Ghibilin Faltions. 4. The Life of
Caftruccio Caftracani. 5. The Murther
of Vitelli, &c. by Duke Valentino.
6. The State of France. 7. The State
of Germany. 8. The Dicourfes on 7i-
tus Livius. 9. The Art of War. 1o. The
Marriage ot Bélphegor, aNovel. 11. Nze
cholas Machiavel's Letter, in Vindicati-
on of himfelf and his writings : All writ-
ten in Jtalzan, and from thence newly
and faithfully Tranflated into Englifb.
In Folie, Price Bound, 16 s. o
2. [ Ragguagli dj Parnaffo; or Adver-
tifetneits from Parnaffus, in two Centu.

Roman Zrajano Boccalini: Englithed by
the Earlof Monmonth: In Folio Price

ries,with the Politick Tonchflone, written
Originally in f#alian, By that Noble:

3. The Hiffory of the Affairs of Fu.

repe, 1n this prefent age, but more parti-

cularly of the Republick of Venice, writ-

tenin /zalian, by Battifta Nani, Cava-

lier and Procurator of St. Mark: Eng.
lithed by Sir Robers Honiwood, Knight ,
in Folio, price bound 12 s.

4. The Hiftory of the Government of
Penice, wherein the Policies, Councils,
Magiftrates, and Laws of that State sre
fully related,and the ufe of the Balloting
Bex, exaltly defcribed : Written in the

- Year1675, in Oav. Price bound 3 s.

5. The Hiftory of the Turkifb Empire,
from the year 1623, to the year 16 7%
containing the Reigns of the shree laft
Emperours,viz. Suitan Morar, Sultan I.

brabim, and Sultan Mabomer 4th, his

Son, the 13th Emperour now Reigning :
By Paul Rycaut, E{q; late Conful of
Smyrna. InFolio, Price bound 145.

6. The prefent Szate of the Ozzoman
Empire in 3 Books, containing the Af1x-
imes of the Turkifh Polity, their Relygion
and Military Difcipline, Tlluftrated with
divers Figures. Writtenby Pax/ R yeaut,

Efq; late Secretary to the Englifh” Am-

baffadour there,and fince Conful of Sinyr-

na. The Fourth Edition, in Oltavo,
Price bound 5 s, - 7. The
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. The Memoires of Philip de ;Cbmmm;s Iord
ofz#;gmmﬁ;comaini‘ngt.he focoryof Lg)?;;
1. and Charles VI, Kings of France; «vgn‘.x
the moft remarkable occurrences ‘m _t eir
particular Reigns, from the Year 14~.§+(} t;
1493, Revifed and-Cor};egfte}d by Denq ol -
frey, Councellour and Hiltoriographer to the
French King,and from his Ed 1}:1_91’1 lavr:el;y .p”?"
ved at Paris, newly Tranflaced into Englifh, in

&av. Price bownd 5 s. , N
O%?;he Hiftory of France, under thfjf M~|‘n’zi
ftry of Cardinal Aezariney VVE. from the
Death of King Lewes XI1I, totheyear 1664,

whereinallthz Affairs of Stare to that time |

are exaltly Related: By Benjamine Prio-
101; and faghfullv' Enghmzd, by Chriffopher
Wafey Gent. in Otav. Prive b@?{g,,‘* oo
. [hePrefent State of the Umired Pfafvmegs
sfthe Low Cenntries;, as to. the Gevernment,
Laws, Forces, Ricbes, Manners, Cuftomes, RE
venue, and Territory of the Dutch; ColleCte
‘out ofdivers Authogs.: By W. 4. Fellow of
the Royal Socicty, 'the Second Edition in
ewelves: Price bound 25, 64
1o, The Prefeat. Staseof the Pré'ﬁ%cfé':_ia@d't REP‘Lle'fk:.f of
Italy, the Second Edition enlarged, with the manner of

. e i v pain, Written Ori-
 Eleidion of Popés, ad a Charadter of Spaln, Written Ori

~ginally in Englifb-by . Gailhard, Gent. intwelves.
Priceboamd i 5. 64d.

11. The Polz'{)'\alid'(;li't}érﬂ?riéﬁﬁ of the Venetsans,both in

il and MilitaryAffairs s Written in French by the Sicur
Sﬁ:‘; Hay,and f;a-i{hfully Englifbed,in 128, Prité bownd 1 s,

" xa. The Secret Hiffory of the Gourt of the Emperour

Sufbinian, giving a true account of thc"bgbd‘p{ché;jie; tbere— '~
_ gf ﬂ Wtittgn in%?reek, by - Procopius of Catfariti ; falthﬂr}ly_
Englifbzd, in ORav, Price bound 1 5, 6 4. -
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[1]

The Argument.

A Noble Venetian, #ot one of the yoang
Fry, but a grave fober perfon, who had
born Office "and Magiftracy in bis own
Commonwealth; baving been fome years

JSince inFrance with a near Relation o
bis who was Ambaffadonr at that Court,
andfiuding himfelf ont of Employment,
refolved to divert himfelf by vifitin
fome part of the World which he bad ne-
ver feen s and [o pafing through Ger-
many, Flanders, an4 Holland, arrived
in England abour the beginning of May
laft, bringing Letters of recommenda=
tion to feveral Englith Gentlemen, who
bad been Travellers, and made Friend.
Jhip inhis Countrey. A Cuftom ufually pra-

étifed amongft fuch who travel into any

part where they have no habitude or ac-
quaintance. Amongft the reff, hewas
addreffed to ore of the Gentlemen who
alls a part in this Dialogue : Who after
be had waited wpon bim, and ferve
B bi

s



[ 2]
him for mear fwo Moneths, bad certain
neceffary occaftons, which called him for
fome time into the Country. Where he
bad not been above rhree Weeks, before

be beard, by meer accidenty that the Gen=

tleman of NVenice was fallen dangerous
Jick of a maliguant Feaver. Which
made him poft away immediately to
London, zo affift and Jerve bim in what
he might.  But be found him almoft per-
feltly reftored to hishealth by an emi-
nent Phyfician of our Nation, as renown-
ed for “his Skill and Cares at home;
as’ for his Writings both here and a-
broad : And who befides his profound

trowledge in all Learning, as well in o-

ther Profeffions as bis owny had particu-

larly arriv'd o fo exacl and perfell a
diféovery of the formerly hidden parts
of buman Bodies, that every one who
can but underftand Latine, may by his
means know more of Anatomy than ei-
ther Hypocrates, or any of the Anci-
ents or Moderns didy or do perceive.

And if be had lived in the days of Solo-

mon, that great Philofopher wonld

never have faid, Cor hominis infcru-
tabile. 7his excellent Doctor being 1n

the 1l

L]
the fick mans Chamber, when the other
En g.hﬂl Gentleman, newly a/ig/yl‘éd, came
2o vifit bzm After fome Complimen: s a.nd
Converfation of courfe, they ‘
talk of Political Matters, as you will
better underftand by the lm‘rz)dm‘tgm
and by the Difcourfe it Jelf. o

5é’gzm 1o

TheFIRST DAY.

The Introduition.

tleman,

WHE fudden pews
I had of your fad
diftemper,and the

| - danger you were
N . O ’ V ) , re
in, -hasbeen the caufe of a great deal of

affli¢tion to me, as well as of my pre
fent and fpeedy repair to Londop, yﬁfme
Weeks fooner than I intended: I muft
-contefs I. received fome comfort to hear
atmy arrival of your amendment and do
take m;u;:hmnfgnpév;tpé find yoump,and




4]
asT hope recover'd ; which knew would
be a neceflary confequence of your fend-
ing for this excellent Phyfician, the
Efculapius of our Age, itbeing the firft
requett I had to make to you, it by fee-
ing him here inyour Chamber I had not
found it needlefs. For the Deftiny of us
Englifh-men depends upon him, and we
either live or dye Infallibly, according
to the Judgment or good Fortune we
have, when we are fick, either to call
or not call him to our affiftance. |

Noble Venetian, 1am Infinitely ob-
liged to you, for your care of me, but
am forry it-has been fo inconvenient to
you, as to make you leave your Affairs
in the Countrey fooner than you propo-
fed to your felf todo: I with F might be
fo fortunate inthe courfe of my Life,
as tofind an opportunity of making fome
part of an acknowledgment, for thisand
all the reft of your favours, but fhall pray
God it may not be in the fame kind;
but that your health may ever be {o en-

- tire, that you neverneed {o tran{cendent
a Charity, asI now receive from your
Goodnefs : And as to this ilntomparable
Dottor ; although, I muit confefs, that

Call |

L5
all the good which has happerd tomein
this Country,as well asthe knowledge
I have received of Perfons and Things,
does derive from you; yet I muft make
an exception,as to this one point ; for if I
can either read, or hear, this Gentle-
man’s excellent Writings, and the Fame
he worthily injoys in my Country,
would have made it inexcufable in me,
to implore the help of any other; and
Idoatlure you, that,before I lett England,
it was in my Ambition to beg your Me-
diation towards the bringing me into
the acquaintance and favour ef this
Learned Perfon, even before I had an
thoughts of becoming the Obje& of his
Care and Skill, asnow Iam the Tro-

phy of both. | ‘
Doctor. Well, Gentlemen, you areboth
too great to be Flatterers,and Itoo little
tobeflattered and therefore I will im pute
this fine difcourfe you both make about
me, to the overflowing of your Wit,
and the having no Obje& near you to
vent it upon but me. And for you,
Sir, iftmy Art fail me not, the voiding
this Mirth, isa very good fign that you
areina fair way toa perfect recovery.=.




- fe]l]
And for my Countryman here: T ops
whilit h- hasthis vent, that his Hypo-
condriack diftemper will be at quiet, and
that neithier his own thoughts, nor the
ill poiture of our Publick Affairs will
make him hang himfelf, for at leaft ¢his
twelve Months: Only,Gentlemen, pray
take notice, that this does not pafs upon
me, nor doTdrink it like Milk (as the
French phrafe it) being mindful of what
4 grave Gentleman at Florénce replyed to
a young Efquire,who anfwered his Com-
pliments with, 0b, Sir, you flatter me,
# prencipr Sadulanoi pari voftri fi coglio-
nono 3 Thatlaft word I cannot render well
into Latin. S

- Englifh Gentleman. Well, Do&or, we
will not offend your Modefty: The

- naext time we do you Juftice, it fhall be
behind your back, fince you are fo fc-
vere uponus. But you may affure your
felf that my intention of recommending
you to thisGentleman, was for hisown
fake,and not for yours: For you have too
many Patients already, and it were
much better, both for you and us, that
you had but half fomany: For then we
thould have more of your Writings, and
" - {ome-

L71 |
fometimes enjoy your good Converfati-
on; which is worth our bkeing fick
on purpofe for. And Iam refolved to
put my felf fometimes into my Bed,
and fend for you, fince you have done
eoming to our Coffee-Houle.

3ut to leave this Subje&t now, [hear
you fay, that this Gentleman is ma
perfect way of recovery ; pray-is he well
enough to hear, without any prejudice
to hus convulefcence, a reprehenfion I
haveto makehim? : ~
Doct. Yes, yes; you mav fay what
you will to him, for your Repremands
will rather divert than trouble him, and
prove more a Cordial than a Corrofive.
Eng. Gent. Then, Sir, pray confider
what fatisfaction you can ever make me,
for the hard meafure you have ufed to-
wardsme, inletting me lcarn from com-
mon Fame and Fortune,the newsof your
Sicknefs, and that not il your recove-
ry ; and for depriving me of the oppor-
tunity of paying the debt I owe to your
own merit, and to the recommendatt
on of thofe worthy Perfons in ITtaly, who
did me the honour to addrefs you to me.
And this injury is muchaggravated by
| B4 the
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the fplendour of your Condition, and
greatnefs of your Fortune, which makes
it impofible for me ever to hope for a-
ny other occafion to exprefs my faith-

fulfervice to you, or fatisfieany part of

the duty I haveto be at your devoti-
on. To befick in a ftrange Country,
and to diftruft the fincerity and obedi-

‘ence of. |

Noble Ven. Pray, Sir, give me leave to
interrupt you, and to aflure you, that
it was not any diftruft of your goodnefs
tome, of which I have had fufficient ex-
perience ; nor any infenfiblenefs how
much your care might advantage me;
much lefs any feruple T had of being
more in your debt; which ifit had been
poliible for meto entertain, it muft have
been thought of long fince, before Ihad
received thofe great Obligations, which
I never made any difliculty to accept of,
It was not, Ifay, any of thefe Confide-
rations, which hindred me from adver-
tifing you of my Diftemper ; but the
Condition and Nature of it, which in a
moment depriv’d me of the exercife of
thofe Faculties which might give me a
Capacity of helping my felfin any thing,

- But

[oT

But otherwife I affure you that noday
of my life thall pafs, wherein I will not
cxprefs a fence of your Favours,
and | .

Doct. Pray now,Sir,permit me tointer-
rupt you;; for this Gentleman, I dare fay,
looks for no Compliments; but that
which I have to fay, is ; That the defire

you fignified to me, to give you fomeac-

count of our Affairs here, and the turbu-
lency of our prefent State, will be
much better placed,if you pleafe to ad-
drefs it to this Gentleman whofe Parts
and Studies have fitted him for fuch an
Employment ; befides his having had a
great {hare in the managing Aftairs of
State here, in other times: And really
noman underftands the Government of
England better than he,

Eng, Gent. Now, Dottor, I fhould tell
you, £ pari miei fi coglionono, for fo
you your felfhave baptized this kind of
Cuvility; But however, this is a Pro-
vince that I cannot be reafonably preft
to take upon me, whilft you are pre.
fent, who are very well known to be
as skillful in the Nature and Diftem-
per of the Body Politick, as the w£olp

: , Natl-

»




. [10]
Nation confefles you to be in the con-
cerns of theNatural. And you would
have good ftore of Pradtice in your for-

- mer Capacity, if the wife Cuftom 2a-

mong(t the Ancient Greeks were not to-
tally out of ufe. For they, when they
found any Crazinefs or indifpofition in
their feveral Governments, before it
broke out into a Difeafe, did repair to
the Phyficians of State (who, from their
Profeftion, were catled the Seven Wife
Men of Greece) and obtain’d from them
fome good Recipes to prevent thofe feeds
of diftemper from taking root, and de-
ftroying the publique Peace. But inour
days, thefe Signes or Forerunners of
Difeafes in State are not forefeen, till
the whole Mafs is corrupted, and that
the Patient is incurable, butby violent
Remedies. And if we could have per-
ceived the firft Symptoms of our Diftem.
per, and ufed good Alteratives, the
curiofity of this worthy Gentleman had
beenfpared, asalfo his command to you,
to give him fome light into our matters;
and we unfortunate Englifb-men had re-
pofed in that quiet, eafe, and fecurity,
which we enjoy’d three hundred years
| fince.
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@Mﬁ

[I‘I]>

fince, But et us leave the conteflt who

fhallinform this Gentleman,left we fpend |

thetime we thould do it in unprofitably,
and leteach of us take his part ; for if we
{peakally it will Jook like a ftudied dif:
courfe fitted for the Prefs, and not a fa-
miliat Dialogue. For it ought to bein
private Converfation, as it was origi-
nally in the planting the Gofpel, when
thet€ Wwere two forts of preaching; the
one Cor¢ionary, whick was ufed by the
Apoftles and other Miffionaries, wen
they fpoke to thofe who had never

- heard ofthe Myfteries of Chrittian Reli-

gion, pofiibly not {o much as of the Jew-
ith Law, or the Hittory of Chrift: The
duty of thofe was to hear, and not re-

ply, orany way interrupt the harrangue:

But when the Believers (ecalled the
Church) afiembled together, it was the
Cuftom of fuch of the Auditors, to
whom any thing oceurred, or (as S. Panl

- calls it) was revealed, to interpofe and

defire tobe heard, which was called an
Interlocutory Preaching, or Religious
Converfation; and ferved very much to
the inflructing and edifying thofe who
had long believed in Chrift, and poffibly

S . e i o
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knew as much of him as their Paftor

himfelf; and this is ufed ftill amongft
many ofour Independent Congregations.

Doct. 1 have (befides the reafon [ a-
ledged before, and which I ftill infift up-
on) fome other caufe to beg that you
will pleafe to give your felf the trouble

of anfwering this Gentleman’s Queries; |

which is, thatI am very defetive n my
Expreflions in the Ztalian Language ;
which though I underftand perfe&ly,
_ami focomprehend all that either of yox:
deliver, yetIfind not words at hand to
fignifie my own meaning, and am there-
fore necefiitated to deliver my felfin
Latin, as you fee. And I fear that our
pronunciation being fo different from
that which isufedin Zzaly,this worthy
perfon may. not o eafily comprehend
what I'intend, and fo be difappointed in
the defire he hathto be perfectly in-
ﬂruN&zd in our Affairs, u
oble Ven. Really, Sir, that is not a]].-
for befides that, I confefs your pronftigﬁ
ation of the Latin Tongue to be very
new to me, and for that reafon I have

-been forced to be troublefom to you
i making you repeat things twice, of

‘thrice,

4

[13]
thrice. Ifay befidesthat your Latinity,
as your Writings fhew , and all the
world knows, 1s very pure and elegant,
which it is notorious toall, that we in
Italy fcarce underftand :- Gentlemen
there never Learning more Latin,
than what is neceflary to call for Meat
and Drink, in Germany or Holland,
where moft of the Hofts fpeak a certain
Franck, compounded of Durch, Latin,
and Jtalian. And though fome of us
have Latin enough to underftand a good
Author, (as you have of our Language)
yet we feldom arrive to fpeak any bet-
ter than this Franck, or can without {tu-

dy comprehend good Latin, when we.

meet withit in difcourfe. And there-
fore it is your perfection in that Tongue,

and my ignorance in it, that makes me

concur with you, in defiring this Gen-

tleman, to take the pains of inftructing.

my Cauriofity in Jtalian.
Eng. Genr. 1 fhall obey youin this,

and all things elfe, upon this condition,

that both youand the Do&tor will vouch-

fafe to interrogate me, and by that

means give me the Method of ferving
youin this: And thenthat youwillboth
" pleaf~
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pleafe to interrupt and contradit me,

when you think | fay any think amifs,or
thateither of youarc ofa different Opini-

on,and togive me agood occafion of ex-
plaining my felf; and poflibly of being §
convinced by you, which I fhall eafily
confefs; for I hate nothing more than to
‘hear difputes amongft Gentlemen, and
menof fence, Wherein the Speakersfeem

(like Sophifters in a Colledge) to difpute

- ratherfor Victory, thanto difcoverand

find out the Truth.

-~ Doit. Well, all this T believe will be
granted you; fo that we have nothing
to do now, but to adjourn, and name
atime when to meet again. Which I,
being this Gentlemans Phyfician, will

take uponme to appoint, and it fhall be |

to morrow morning about nine of the
Clock, after he hasflept well, as I hope
hewill, by means ofa Cordial I intend
tofend him immediately. In the mean
time, not to weary him too much, we
will take our leaves of him for this
Night. | | |
Noble Ven. 11hall expelt your return

with great impatience, and if your Cor-

dial be not very potent, Ibelieve thede-
| {ire

fir.
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fire of feeing you will make me wake
much fooner than the hour youappoint.
And I am very confident, that my mind
afwell as my body, will be fufficiently
improved by fuch Vifits. Itbegins tobe
darkifh, Boy light your Torch,and wait
on thefe Gentlemen down. |

Both. Sir, we with youall good reft
and health. ,‘

Noble Ven. And 1, with a thoufand
thanks, the like to you.

The SECOND DAY.

Deft. X R 7El, Sir, how is it? Have
Y V yourefted well toNight
I fear we come too earl
Noble Ven. Dear Doltor, Ifind my
felf very well, thanks to your Careand
Skill, and have been up above thefetwo
hours, inexpectation of the favouryou
and this Gentleman promift me.

Doét. Well, then pray let us leave oft -
- Complimentsand Repartees,of whichwe

had a great deal too much yefterday,and
fall to our bufinefs,and be pleas'd tointer-

rogate this Gentleman what you think
| Noble Ven.
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Noble Ven. Then, Sir, my firft requeft
toyou,is, That you will Voucbfafe toac-
quaint me for what Reafons this Nation,
which hath ever been efteemed (and ve-
vy juftly) ore of the moft confiderable
People of the W orld, and madf: the beft
Figure both in Peace, Treaties, War,

" and Trade, is now of fo {mall regard, and

fignifies {o little abroad ? Pardon the free-
dom I take, forI afluire you it isnot out
of difrefpeét, much lefs of contempt that
I fpeak it: For fince L arrived in England,
I find it one of the moft flourithing King-
doms in Europe, full of fplendid Nobili-
ty and Gentry; the comlieft perfons
alive, Valianit; Courteouis, Knowing
and Bountiful ; and as well ftored with
Commoners, Honeft, Induftrious, fitted
for Bufinefs, Merchandife, Arts, or
Arms; as their feveral Educations lead
them. Thofe whodpply themfelves to
ftudy, prodigious for Learning, and fuc-

_ceeding to admiration in the perfection

ofall Scierices : All this makes the Riddle

impofiible to be folved; but by fome
skillful Sphynx, fuch as you are ; whofe

?ains I will yet fo far fpare,as toacknow-

ledge, that [do id that little time I have
* . ~ fpent

fpent here, perceive that the immedi-

-ate caufe ofall this, is the Difunion of
tlre People and the Governours; the

Difcontentment of the Gentry, and
Turbulency of the Commonalty ; al-
though without all Violence or Tumult,
which is Miraculous. So that what I
How requeft of you, is; That you will
pleafe to deduce particularly to'me, the
Caulfes of this Divifion, that when they
are laid open, I may proceed (if you
think fit to permit it) from the Difeafe,

~when known, to enquire out the Re-

medies. o

Eng. Gent. Before I come to make you
any Anfwer, I muft thank you for the
Worthy and Honourable Chara&ter you
give of our Nation; and fhall add to it;
That I do verily believe, that there are
not a more Loyal and Faithful People to
their Prince in the whole world; than
oursare; nor that fear more to fall into

that State of Confufion;in which we were

twenty years {ince ; and that, not only
this' Parliament; which confifts of the
moft Eminent Men of the Kingdom,
both for Eftates and Parts; but all the
Inhabitants of this Ifle in general ; even
C | thofe
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thofe (fo many of them as have their un-
derftandings yet entire) which were of
the Anti-royal Party, inour late Trou-
bles, have all of them the greatelt hor-
rour imaginable, to think ofdoing any
thing, that may bring this poor Country
into thofe Dangers and Uncertainties,
which then did threaten our Ruin; and
the rather for this Confideration ; that
neither the Wifdom of fome, who were
engaged in thofe Affairs, which I muft
aver to havebeen very great, nor the
fuccefs of their Conteft, which endgd n
an abfolute Victory, could prevail, fo
as to give this Kingdom any advantage ;
nay, not fo much as any fettlement, 1n
Satisfaion and Requital ofall the Blood
it had Joft, Mony it had fpent, and Haz-
zard it had run.A clear Argument why we
muft totally exclude a CivilWar from be-
ing any of the Remedies, when we come
to that point.I muft add further, That as
we haveas loyal fubjetts asare any
where to be found, fo we have as gracious
and goed a Prince : I never having yet
heard that hedid, or attempted to do,
any the leaft Actof Arbitrary Power,
in any publick Concern ; nor did :vﬁr
| ake

| [19]

take, or cndeavour to take from any
particular perfon the benefit of the Law.,
And for hisonly Brother (although acci-
dentally he cannot be denyedto be a
great motive of the Peoples unquietnefs 3
all men muft acknowledge him tobe a
moft Glorious and Honourable Prince
one who has expofed his life feveral
times for the Safety and Glory of this
Nation ; one who pays juftly and puns
¢tually his Debts, and manages hisown
Fortune difcreetly ; and yer keeps the
beft Cotrt and Equipage of any Subjedt
in Chriftenidom ; 1s Courteous and Affas
ble to all; and in fine, has nothing in
his whole Condu& to be excepted a=
gainft, much lefs dreaded ; excepting,
that he 1§ believed to be of a Religion
contrary to the Honour of God, apd
the Safety arid iatereft of this People,
which gives them jult Apprehenfions of
their Future Condition: But of this mat-
ter; we fhall have occafion to Specus
late hereafter ; in the mean time, fince
we have fuch a Prince, and fuch Sub-
jects, we muft needs want the ordinary
canfe of Diftruft and Divifion, and there-
fore mut feek higherto find out the O-
C2 riginal
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riginal of this turbulent pofture we are
.

Doé. Truly youhad need feek higher
or lower to fatisfie us, for hitherto youw
have but enforced the Gentleman’s Que-
(tion, and made us more admire what
the Solution will be.

Eng.Genr. Gentlemen, then I {hall de-
lay youno longer : The Evil Counfellors,
the Peufioner-Parliament, the Thorow-
pacd Fudges, the Flattering Divines,
the Buifie and Defigning Papifts, the
French Counfels, are not the Caufes of
our Misfortunes, they arc but the Effells
(asour prefent Diftraltions are) of one
Primary Caufes whichis the Breach and

Ruin of our Government which ha-
ving been decaying for near two hua-
dred years, is in our Age brought o
near to Expiration, that it lyesagoni-
zing, and canno longer perform the
Functions of a Political Lite, nor carry
on the work of Ordering and Preferving
Mankind : So that the Shifts that our
Courtiers have within fome years ufed,
are but fo many Tricks, or Conclufions
which they are trying to hold Life and
Soul tegether a while longer ; and have

played
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{21
playedHandy-Dandy with Parliaments,
and efpecially withthe Zoufe of Commons,
(the only part which is now left entire
of the old Conttitution) by Adjourning,

and Proroguing, and Diffolving them(con-

trary to the true meaning of the Law)
as well intheReign of our late King, as
during his A1:jefties that now is. Where-
as indeed our Counfellors (perceiving
the decay of the Foundarion, as they
muft, ifthey can fee but one Inch into
the Politicks) ought to have Addreft
themfelves to the Aing to cdll a Parlia-
ment, the true Phyfician, and to lay o-
pen the Diftemper there, and fo have
cndeavour’d a Cure, before it had been
too late, as I fear it now is: I mean the
piccing and patching up the Old Govern-
ment. Itis true, asthe Divine Machia-
vil fays, That Difeafes in Government

are like a Marafizus inthe Body Natural,

which is very hard ro be difcovered
whilft it is Curable ; and after it comes

‘to be eafie to difcern, difficult if not im-
poflible to be Remedy’'d ; yetitisto be
Aduppofed that the Counfellors are, or
ought to be skilful Phyficians, and to

{%ﬂefée the Sceds of State-Diftempers,
- C 3 time
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time enough to prevent the Death of the

Patient ; elfe they ought in Confcience
to excule themfelves trom that fublime
Employment, and betake themfelves to
Cillings more {uitable to their Capaci-
ties. So that although for this Reafon
the Minifters of State here are inexcufa-
ble, and deferve all the Fury which
muft one time or other be let loofe a-
gainft them, (except they fhall fudden-
ly fly from the wrath to come, by find-
ing out in time, and advifing the true
means of fetting themfelves torights) yet
neither Prince nor People are inthe mean
time to be blamed for not being able to
) No more than
the Waggoner is to anfwer for his ill
guiding, or the Oxonfor their ill draw-
ing the Waggon, when itis with Age
and ill wlage broken, and the Wheels
unferviceable : Or the Pilot and Mar-
riners, for not weathring out a Storm,
when the Ship hath fprung a planck.
And asin the body of Man, f{ometimes
the Head and all the Members are in
good Order, nay, the Vital Parts are
found and entire; yet if there bea Con-
fiderable Putrifattion in the humors,

much
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much more, if the Blood (which the
Scripture calls the lite) be Impure and
Corrupted; the Patient ceafes not to be

in great Danger, and oftentimes dies

without fome skillful Phyfician: And
in the mean time the Head and all the
parts fuffer, and are unquiet, full as
much, asit they were all immediately
affeted. So it 1sin every refpect with
the Body Politick, or Commonwealth,
when their Foundations are moulderd:
And although in both thefeCafes,thePati-
ents cannot (though the Diftemper be 1n
their ownBodies )know whatthey ail,but
are forced to fend for fome Artitt to tell
them ; yet they ceafe not tobe extreamly
uneafieand impatient, and lay hold of-
tentimes upon unfuitable Remedies,and
impute their Malady to wrongand ridi-
culous Caufes. As fome people do herg
who think that the growth of Poperyis
our only Evil, and that if we were fe-
cure againft that, our Peace and Settle-
ment were obtain’d, and thatour Difeafe

- needed no other Cure. But of this more

when we come to the Cure.
Noble Ven. Againft this Difcoutfe,
certainly we have nothing toreply : but
| C 4 muft
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muft grant, that when any Govern-
ment is decay’d, it muft bemended, or
all will Ruine. But now we muft Re-
queft you to declare tous, how the Go-
vernment of England is decay’d, and how
it comes to be {o.For Iam one of thofeUn-
skilful Perfons,that cannot difcerna State
Marafmus, when the danger is {o far off.
Eng. Gent. Then no man living can
for your Government is this day the on-
ly School in the World, that breeds fuch
Phyficians, and youare efteemed one of
the ableft among(t them : And it would
be manifeft to all the World for Truth ;
although there were no argument for it,
but the admirable Stability and Dura-
blenefs of your Government, which
hath lafted above twelve hundred years
entire and perfect ; whilft all the reft
of the Countreys in Europe, have not
only changed Mafters very frequently
in aquarter of that time, but have vari-
edand altered their Polities very often.
Which manifeits that you muft needs
haveever enjoy’d a Succeffion of wife Gi-
tizens, that have had skill and Ability to
forwarn you betimes of thofe Rocks a-
gainft which your excellently-built Vef-
fel might in time fplit. Noble Ven.

bl L 25, _]
Noble Ven. Sir, you over-valuc, not
only me, but the Wifdom of my Eﬁ’el?ow
Citizens; for we have none of thefe
high Speculations, nor 7hath fc:;u"cs any
of our Body read Ariftotle , F ['Jifﬁ?‘. or
Cicero, or any of thofe great Artifls,
Ancient or Modern, who teach that
areat Science of the Governing and In-
creafing great Statesand Cities ; W 1t}101}§
ftudying which Science noman canbe fic
to difcourfe pertinently of the{e matters;
much lefs to found or mend a Govern-
ment, or fo much as find the defeCs ot it,
Weonly fludy our own Government,and
that too Chiefly to be fit for advantagt-
ous Employments, rather than to fore-
(ce our dangers. Which yet I muil
needs conlefs fome among(t us are prets
ty goodat,and will in a Harangue nﬁldc
upon paffing a Law, venture to tell us
what will be the Confequence ofit two
hundred years heace, But of thefe thmﬁg;;
[ {hall be very prodigal in my difcourie,
when you have Leifure and Parience to
command me to fay any thingof our
Polity ; in the mean time pray be p?zi
ed to go on with your Edifying Inftructi-
pn. ,

Eung. Gent,
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Eng. Gent. Before I can tell you how
the Government of Eugland came to be
decayed, I muft tell you what that Go-
vernment was, and what it now is:
And I thould fay fomething too- of Go-
vernment in General, but that Tam
afraid of talking of that Subje&, before
you who are fo exa&t a Judge of it.

Noble Ven. 1 thought you had been
pleafed to have done with this Difcourfe,
1 affure you,Sir, if T had moreskill in that
matter than ever Ican pretend to,it would
but ferve to make me the ficter Auditor

of what you fhall fay on that Subje.

Eng. Genr. Sir, in the Courfe of my
Reafoning upon this Point, I thall have
occafion to infift and expatiate upon ma-
ny things, which both my felf and o~
thers have Publillvd in former times.
For which I will only make this excufe,
that the Repetition of fuch matters is the
more pardonable, becaufe they will be
at leaft new to you, who area ftranger
to ourAffairs andWritings.And the rather

becaufe thofe difcourfes thallbe apply’d to

our prefent condition,and fuited to our

- pefent occafions. But I will fay no more,

but obey you, and proceed.I will not take
- upon

s

[27]
apon me to fay, or fo much as Conje-
&ure, how and when Government be-
gan in the World, or what Government
1s moft Ancient : Hiftory muit needsbe
filent in that point, for that Govern-
ment is more Ancient than Hiftory.
And there was never any Writer, but
was bred under fome Government,
which is neceflarily fuppofed to be the
Parent of all Arts and Sciences, and to
have produced them. And thereforeit
would be as hard for aman to Writean
account of the beginning of the Laws and
Polity of any Countrey, except there
were memory of it, (which cannot be
before the firft Hiftoriographer) as it
would ke toany perfon without Records
totell the particular Hittory of his own
Birth. |
Deit. Sir, Icannot comprehend you,
may not Hiftorians Write a Hiftory of
Matters done before they were born 2 If
it were fo; noman coufd Write but of
his own times. o
Eng.Gent. My meaning is, Where

there are not Stories, or Records, ex-

tant ; for as for Oral Tradition, itlatts
but for one Age, and then degenerates

into
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into Fable: T call any thing in Writing,

whereby the account of the Paffages or
Occurrences of former times isderived to
our knowledge,a Hiftory, althoughit be
not pend Methodically,{o as to make the
Author pafs fora Wit: And had racher
read the Authentick Records of am:
Country, thatis a Colleftion of their
Laws and Letters concerning Tranfacti-
ons of State, and the like, thanthe moft
Eloquentand Judicious Narrative that
<an be made,

Noble Pen. Methinks, Sir, your dif-
courfe feems to imply, that we have no
account extant of the beginning of Go-
vernments ; pray what do youthink of
the Books of Msfes, which feem to be
pend on purpofe to inform us how he,
by Gods Command, led that People out
of Egypt into another Land, and in the
way made them a Government » Befides,
docs not Plutarch tell us, how Thefeus
gathered together the difperfed Inhabi-
tants of Artica, brought them into one

City, and under one Governmentof hjs

own making? The like did Romulus in

Ztaly, and many others in divers Coun-
tries. <

E”g;o Gfﬁ’f}

[29 .

Fng. Gent. 1 never {aid that we had

‘, not fufficient knowledge of the Oljlg}nai
of particular Governments; but 1t is c-

vident, that thefe great Legiflators had

i inde - Adminiftra-
feen, and lived under other Ad
] t?ons, and had the help of Learned
Law-givers and Philofophers, excepting;
the firft who had the Aid of God himfelt.

So that it remains undifeovered yet, how
the firlt Regulation of man-kind began

| And theretore T will take for gmnted
' that whichall the Politicians conclude :

Which is, That Neceflity made the firft
| Government. For every man by the

firft Law of Nature (which is commor¥
to us and brutes) had, like Beafls in @
Pafture, right toevery thl?g,.apd tl}leri
being no Property, eacl} u‘xdﬂpdua , 1s
he were the {tronger, might feize wh:at}
ever any other had pofieﬂedplum(elt ot
before, which made a Stateos gerpet{pa%
War, ‘ToRemedy which, and the fear
that nothing thould be long emoyed by
any particular perfon (neither was any
mans Life in fafety) every man conient-
ed to be debard of that Univerfal Right

et and fecure enjoyment of fuch a part as

to all things,and confine himfelf toa qui-

thould
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fhould beallotted him: Thence cameit | tothemfelves. ThoughIam notignorant

Ownerthip, or Property ; to maintain | thata whole people have in imminent

which it was HGCGHSJ’Y to conlent to Dang@rs, either from the Invafion of a

Laws, and a Government to put themin | powerful Enemy, or from Civil Diftra-
Execution. Which of the Governments | &ions, put themfelves wholly into the
now extant, or thathavebeen formerly, |
was firfl is not potiible now tobeknown; | and that with good Succefs, under the.
but I think thismuftbe taken for granted, |

that what{oever the Frame or Conftituti- | nothing to the Originalof Srates.

on was fir{t,it was made by the Perfwafi-

on and Meditation offome Wife and ver- |
tuous Perfon, and confented to by the |
whole Number. And then, that it was |
inftituted for the good and Prefervation |
of the Governed, and not for the Exalta- §
tion and greatnefs of the Perfon or Per- |
fonsappointed to Govern: The Reafon |
whyI beg thisConceffion is, That it feems |
very improbable; not to fay impofiible, |
that a vaft number of people thould ever
be brought to confent to put themfelves |
under the Power of others, but for the |

ends abovefaid, and fo lofe their Liber-
ty without advantaging themfelves in a-

ay thing.  Andit is full as impoffible |
that any perfon (or perfonsfo inconfi §
derable in number as Magiftrates and |
Rulersare) thould by force get an Empire |
to

hands ot one Tlluftrious Perfon for a time,
beft Forms of Government: But this is

Noble Ven. -Sir, | wonder how you
come to pafs over theConfideration ot Pa-
ternalGovernment,which is held to have
been the beginning of Monarchieg &

Eng. Gent. Really I did not think it

worth the taking notice of, for though-

it be not eafie to prove a Negative, yet
I believe if we could trace all Founda~
tions of Polities that now are, or ever
came to our knowledge fince the
World began; we fhall find none of
them to have defcended from Paternal
Power; we know nothing of Adan’s
leaving the Empire to Cain, or Seth:
It was impoffiblefor Noab to retain any
Jurifdi€tion over his ewn three Sons;

who were difperfed into three parts ot

the World, if our Antiquaries Calcu-
late right s and as fordbrabam, whz}li’c
1€
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1e lived, as alfo his Son Zfaac, they were

but ordinary Fathersof Families, and no |

quettion governed their own Houfhold

as all others do; but when Facob upon }
his Death-bed did relate to his Chil= |
dren, the Promife Almighty God had |

made hisGrandfather,tomake himagreat

Nation, and give his Pofterity a fruitful }
Territory, he fpeaks not one word of |
the Empire of Reuben his fir{t-born, but |

fappofes them all equal: And fo they
were taken to be by #ofes;when he divi-
ded theLand to them byLot;and byGods’
command made them a Commonwealth.
Sothat I believe this fancy to have been
firft ftarted, not by the folid Judgement
of any man, but to flatter fome Prince,
and to affert, for want of better Argu-
ments, the jus Divinum of Monarchy,
Noble Ven. 1 havebeen impertinent in
interrupting you, but yet now I cannot
repent of it fince yourAnfwer hath given
me {o much fatista&ion ; butif it be foas
you fay,that Government was at firft In-
{tituted for the Intereft and Prefervation
of Mankind, how comes it to pafs, That
there are and have been fo many abfo-
Jute Monarchies inthe World, in which

it]

i ¥

it feems that nothing is provided for,but
the Greatnefs and Power of the Prince,

Eng. Genr. I have prefumed to give
you already my Reafon, why I take for
granted, that fuch a Power could never

be given by the Confent of any People,

fora perpetuity ; for though the People
of frae/did againft the will of Samuel,
and indeed of God himfelf demand, and
afterwards chufe themfelves a King ;
yet he was never fuch a King as we

| fpeak of ; for thatall the Orders of their

Commonwealth the Sanhedrim, the
Congregation of thePeople,thePrinces of
the Tribes, (. did {till remain in being,as
hathbeen excellently proved bya learned
Gentleman of our Nation, to whom I
refer you ; it may then be enquired into,
how thefe Monarchies at firft did arife.
Hiftory being in this point filent, as to
the Ancient Principalities, we will Con-
jeGture, that fome of them might very
well proceed from the Corruption of bet-
ter Govérnments, which muft neceffari-
ly caufe a Depravation in manners (as

nothingis more certain than that Poli-

tick defeéts breed Moral ones, as our -

Nationis a pregnant Example) this De-

bauchery

¢ st e e £ i

v, mapp G e
.




bauchery of manners might blind the
underftandings of a great many deftroy
the Fortunes of others, and make them
indigent, infufe into very many a neg-
le& and carelefnefs of the publick good
(which inall fetled Statesis very much
regarded) {o that it might eafily come
into the Ambition of fome bold afpiring
Perfon to affe(t Empire, and as eafily
into his Power, by fair pretences with
fome, and promifes of advantages with
others, to procure Followers, and gaina
numerous Party, either to Ufurp Ty-
ranny over hisown Countrey, or to lead
men forth to Conquer and Subdue ano-
ther. Thus it is {fuppofed that Nimrod
got his Kingdom ; who in Scripture is
called a Great Hunter before God, whmh
Expofiters interpret, A great Tyrant.
‘The Modern Defpotical Powers have
been acquired by one of thefe two ways,
either by pretending by the firft Founder
thereof, that he had a Divine Miffion
and {o gaining not enly Followers, but
even eafie Accefs infome places without
Forceto Empire, and aftewards dilate-
ing their Power by great Conquefls.
Thus Mahomer and Cingis Can began, and
| eftablith-

L35 ]
eftablithed the Sarazen and Tartarian
Kingdoms; or by along Series of Wif:
dom'in a Prince, or chief Magiftrate
of a mixt Monarchy, and his Council,
who by reafon of the Sleepinefs and In-
advertency of the People, have been a-
ble to extinguith the great Nobility, or
render them Inconfiderable ; and fo by
degrees taking away from the People
their Protetors, render them Slaves.
So the Monarchies of France, and fome
other Countries, have grown to what
they are at this day ; there being left
but a Shadow of the three States in a-
ny of thefe Mocarchies, and o fio bounds
remaining to the Regal Power ; but fince
Property remains ftill to the Subjeds,
thefe Governments may be faid to be
changed, but not founded or eftablifhed s
for there is no Maxim more Infallible and
Holding inany Science, than thisis in.
the Politicks, 7hat Empire is founded
/n Property. Force or Fraud may alter

- 2 Government ; but it is Property that

muft Found and Eternife it : Upon this
undeniable Aplorifine we are to build

moft of our {ubfequent Reafoning, in

the mean time we may fuppofe, that
D2 - here




hereafter the great power of the &, éfégezf
France may dimifr]ggl Smgphéw}:l:; hus o
eéts
raged and opprefled Subj o rage.
inded by a Prince of 1€ urag
(\;?c\)fr‘i?g(l)ar:n, and%\dilitary Vertue, When tx:;
will be very hard for any fuch Km%ieh
Govern Tyrannically a Country wiict
is not entirely his own. |
° r;()):; ng;:‘;{ Slisr, give me leave to ?fk
you by.the way, what is the R}c;,a%)neta ;;
in our Country, where the k'ecrage
ief:&gr?ed fufficiently, the King hgs not
otten as great an Addition of Power as
%ccrews tothe Crown in France z-d -
Eng. Genr. You will underftandt a{,
Do&c%x: before 1 have ﬁmgﬂ: t_hlshcili 1-1
. but to {tay your Stomach ti ‘
;gz;fe;obf may pleafe t? | lilnovlg dl;'alti é;}
o the oreatne(s of the Nobility
iﬁﬁf hasbe%n 1atelyﬂt§keln frc;lrg f{}gg,
_ S . ’
did not confift in vait Riches e
nues but in great Priviledges;and -
g;gzs,uwhigch obliged the Peo%zetr;) (i)n
them ; whereas our great s
?ggmelr times had not only thce fzrgge%;ﬁz
endences, but very Co :
]lzzsenues befides, in Demefnes, and o

ther-

,,,,,

{371
therwife : This Vaffallage over the Peo-
ple, which the Peers ot France had, be-
ing abolitht, the Power over thofe
Tenants, which before was in their
Lords, fell naturally and of courfe
into the Crown, although the Lands
and pofleflions divefted of thofe Depen-
dences did and do ftill remain to the
Owners ; whereas here in England,
though the Services are for the moft

part worn out, and infignificant ; yet

tor want of Providence and Policy in
former Kings, who could not forefee
the danger a-far off;, Entails have been
fuffered to be cut off; and fo two parts
in ten of all thofe vaft Eftates, as well
Mannours as Demefnes , by the Luxury
and Folly of the Owners, have been
within thefe two hundred years pur-
chafed by the leflerGentry and theCom.
mons ; which hasbeen {o far from advan-
taging the Crown, that it has made
the Country fearce governable by Mo-
narchy : But if you.pleafe, I will g0 on
with my difcourfe about Government,
and come to this again hereafter »
Noble Ven. T beleech you, Sir, do.
£ng. Gent, Icannot find by the fmall

D read-
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eading 1 have, that there were any ¢
:ierlG%VCmments inthe World {\ncnem:»
ly than thefe three, Monarch ,Ar.g/focmc/}: )
and Democracy. FOr.the firlk, I have no
light out of Antiquity to convince me,
that there were in old times any other
Monarchies, but fuch as were abfolutely
Defpotical ; all Kingdomsthen, as wall in
Greece (as Macedon, Epirss,and the like ;
and where it is faid, the Princes exerct-
fed their Power moderately) as in A/,
Being altogether unlimited by any Laws?
or any Alfemblies of Nobility or P;ege
ple. Yetl m,uﬁvconfefs,ArJiotle,whenV c
reckons up the Corruptions of theﬁ:
three Governments, calls Tyranny the
Corruption of Monarchy; which if he
means a Change of Government, (as it
isin the Corruptions of the other two)
then it muft follow, that the Philofopher
knew of fome other Monarchy at the
firft, whichafterwardsdegenerated inte

Tyranny,thatis, into Arbitrary Power;

for fothe Word Tyranny is moft com-
monly taken, though in modern Lan-

; ) vl
guages it fignifies the 1j] Exercife of Pow

er ; forcertainly Arbitrary.Govemmeﬁ €
cannot be called Tyranny, Wherehtolz
L W

391

whole Property is in the Prince ( as we
reafonably fuppofe it to havebeen in thofe
Monarchies) no more than it is Tyranny
for you to govern your own Houfe and
Eftate as you pleafe : But it is porlible 4-
r¢ftotle might not in this fpeak fo aceord-
ing to Terms of Art, but might mean,
that the ill Government of a Kingdom
or Family is Tyranny. However we
have one Example, that puzzles Politici-
ans,and thatis Egypr, where Pharaok is
called King; and yet we fee, that till
Fofepl’s time he had not the whole Pro-
perty ; for the Wifdom of that Patriarch
taught his Mafter away to makea new
ufe of that Famine, by telling him, that
ifthey would buy their Lives, and fell
their Eftates (as they did afrerwards, and
preferve themfelves by the Kings Bread)
they fhall ferve Pharaok ; which fhews
that Fofeph knew well, that Empire was
founded in Property : But moft of the Mo.
dern Writers in Polity, are of Opinion,
that Egypr was niot a Monarchy till then,
though the Prince might have the Title
of King, as the Heraclides had in Sparta,
and Romulus and the other Kings had in
Rome ; both which Stares were Inftitu-

D 4 ted
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ted Common-Wealths. They give good
Conjeltures for this their Opinion, too
many tobehere mentioned; only ones,
That Originally (as they go about to
prove)all Arts and Sciences had their
Rife in Egyps, which they think very
improbable to have been under a Monar-
chy. But this Pofition, That all Kingsin
former times were abfolute,is not {o Ef-
fential to the intent I have in this Dif-
- courfe, which is to prove, That in all
States, of what kind foever, this Apho-
rifme takesplace: Zmperiam fundatur in
Dominio.  So that 1f there were mixed
‘Monarchies, then the King had not all
the Property ; but thofe who fhared
with him in the Adminiftration of the
Soveraigpty, had their part, whether it
were the Senate, the People, or both;

or if he had no Companions ih the Sove- = |

raign Power, he had no Sharers like-
wife in the Dominion or Pofleflion of the
Land. For that isall we mean by Pro-
perty, inall this Difcourfe; for as for
Perfonal Eftate, the Subjects may enjoy
it in the largeft Proportion, without be-

ing able to invade the Empire: The :

Prince may when he pleafes take away

their |

A S

[4t] |
their Goods, by his Tenants and Vaf-
fals (without anArmy) which are his
Ordinary Force, and anfwers to our
Poffe Comitatus.  But the Subjelts with
their Money cannot invade his Crown.
So that all the Defcription we need
make of this Kind or Form of Govern-
ment, 15, That the whole pofietiion of
the Country, and the whole power lies
in the Hands and Breaft of one man; he
can make Laws, break and repeal them
when he pleafes, or difpenfe with them
in the mean time when he thinks fit ; in-
terpofcinall Judicatories, in behalf of his
Favourites takeawayanyparticular mans

|  perfonal Eftate, and his Life too,without

the formality of a Criminal Procefs, or
Trialifend aDagger,or aHalter to his chief
Minifters, and command them to make
tl}emfelves away ;and in fine,do all that
his Will or his Intere(t fuggefts to him.
Do(t. 'You have dwelt long here upon
an Argumentation, That the Ancients
had no Monarchies, but what were
Arbitrary.
_ Eng. Gent. Pray give me leave to
fave your Objections to that point, and
to aflure you firft, ThatI will not take

upon
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upon me to befo pofitive in that; for
that I cannot pretend to haveread all the
Hiftorians and Antiquaries that ever
writ ; nor havel {o perfet a memory
as to remember, or make ufe of, in -a

Verbal and Tranfient Reafoning, all thar

I have ever read; And then to aflure
you again, thatI build nothing upon
that Atlertion, and fo your Objeltion
will be needlefs, and only take up
time. |

 Doél. Youmiftake me, I had no in-
tent to ufe any Argument or Example
againft your Opinion in that; but am
very willing to believe that it may be fo.
What I was going to fay was this, thac

you haveinfitted much upon the point of

Monarchy, and made a ftrange defcripti.
on of it, whereas many ofthe Anci-
ents, and almoft all the Modern Writers,
magnifie it to be the beft of Govern-
ments.

Eng. Gent. Ihave faid nothing to the
contrary., I have told you 4z fadto
what it is, which I believe none will de-
ny. The Philofopher faidit was the beft
Government ; but with this reftriction,
#bi Philofophi regnant, and they had an

- Example

i T
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Example ofit, infome few Roman Em-
perours; but in the moft turbulenr
rimes of the Commonwealth, and Facti-
onsbe tween theNobility and the Peo ple,
Rome was much more full of Vertuous
and Heroick Citizens, than ever it was
under Aurelius or Antonius: For the
Moderns that are of that Judgement,
they are moft of them Divines, not Po-
liticians, and fomething may be faid in
theirbehalf, when by their good Preach-
ing, they caninfufe into their imaginary
Prince (who feems already to have an
Image of the Power of God) the Ju-
ftice, Wifdom, and Goodnefs too of
the Deity. - .
Notl: Ven. We are well fatisfied with
the Progrefs you have hitherto made in

this matter; pray go on to the two o-

ther Forms ufed amongtt the Ancients,
and their Corruptions, that fo we may
come to the Modern Governments, and
lee how Eugland fands, and how it

| came to decay, and what mult Re-

build it, ,
Eyg. Gent. You have very good Rea-
fon to haften meto that ; for indeed, all
that has been faid yet, isbu: as it were
a

Jr-
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a Preliminary difcourfe to the know-
ledge of the Government of England and
its decay : when it comes to the Cure, I
hope you will both help me, for both
your {elf and the Doctor area thoufand
times better than I at Remedies. But

Commonwealth, where the better fort,
that is,the Eminent and Rich men, have
the chief Adminiftration of the Govern-

very few ancientOptimacies but thePeople
had fome fhare, as in Sparta,where they
had power toVotebut notDebate ; for {o
the Oracle of 4pollo, brought by Lycur-
gus from Delphos, fettles it ; But the
truth is, thefe people were the natural
Spartans. For Lycurgus divided the Coun-
try or Territory of Lacounia into 39000
Shares ; whereof Nine thoufand only
of thefe Owners were Inhabitants of
Sparta ; the reft lived in the Country :
fo that although Thucidides call itan A-
riftocracy,andfo follow him,yet it was
none of thofeAriftocracies ufually deferi-
- bed by the Politicians, where the Lands

oftheTerritory werein a greatdeal fewer

-Hands.

fasT

| Hands. Butcall it what you will, where
| ever there wasan Ariftocracy, there the
Property, or very much the Over-tal-

| lance of it, was in the handsof the 4rs-
 floi, or Governours, be they
| or fewer ; for if the People have the
I fhall difpatch the other two Govern- |
ments. Ariflocracy, or Optimacy, is a |
| A notable example of it is Rome, the beft
| and moft glorious Government that ever
| the Sun faw ; where the Lands being e-
ment : [ fay, the chief, becaufe thereare ‘

more

greateft intereft in the Property, they
will, and muft have it in the Empire :

qually divided amongft the Tribes, that

| is the People; it was impofiible for the
| Patricii to keek them quiet, till they

yiclded to their defires, not only to
have their Zribunes, to fee that nothing
pafied into a Law without theiy confent,
but alfo to have it declared, that both
the Confuls {hould not only be chofen
by the people (as they ever were, and
the Kings too before them)but that they

might be elected roo, when the people

pleafed,out of Plebeian Families. So that
now Iam come to Democracy. Which
you fee is a Government where the
chief part of the Soveraign Power, and
the exercife of it, refides in the People;
and where the Style is, Feffu populi au-

thoritate
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thoritate patrum.

and that venerable Wifdom ufed by
your Citizens in keeping to them,
would have carried you, if inall your
Wars you had not been ill ferved.

Doct. Well, Sir, pray let me ask you
one thing concerning Fenice : How do
youmake out your Zmperium fundatar
in dominio there? Have the Gentlemen
there, who are theParty governing, the
pofleffion of the whole Territory > Does
not property remain entire to the Gentle.
men, and other Inhabitants in the feve-
ral Countries of Padua, Brefcia, Vicenza,
Verona, Bergamos Creman, Trevifr, and

| Friuli,

‘ And it doth confift |
of three fundamental Orders. The
Senate propofing, the People refolving, |
and the Magiftrates executing. This Go- |
vernment is much more Pdwerful than |
an Ariffocracy, becaufe the latter cannot |
arm the People, for fear they thould |
[eize upon the Government, and there- |
fore are fain to make ufe of none but|
Strangers and Mercinaries for Souldi- |
crs; which, as the Divine Machiavilfays, |
has hindred your Commonwealth of}
Penice from ‘mounting up to Heaven, | Sir, that we thould have done Compli-

whither thofe incomparable Orders,| Menting; but fince you do Command

- L4771

Friuli,as alfo in the itramarine Pro-
vinces, and [flands > And yer T believe
you will not deny, but that the Govern-
ment of Penice is as well founded, and
hath been of as long continuance as an
that now is, or ever was in the World,

Engi Gent. Do&or, T thall not an-
fwer you in this, becaufe I am fure i
will be better done by this Gentleman,

who is a worthy Son of that honoura-
ble Mother. 4 o

Noble Ven. I thought you had faid,

me to clear the Objeétion made by our
learned Do&or, I thall prefume to tell
yvou, firft how our City began. The
Goths, Huns, and Lombards coming,
with all the Violence and Crueley im-
maginable, to invade thar part of fraly
which we now eall Terra jirma, and
where our Anceftors did then inhabit,
torced them in great numbers to feck 4
fhelter amongft a great man y lietleRocks
orands,which ftood ver ythick inavaft
Lake, or rather Marfh,whichis made by
the Adriatique Sea, we call it Laguna
here they began to build, and getting

: Boars,

y
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Boats, ‘made themfelves Provifions of all
kind from the Land; from whenc;f in-
numerable people began tocometo thiem,
finding thgt é)hey could fubfit, and
that the barbarous people had no Boats
to attack them, nor that they could be
invaded either by Horfe or Foot without
them. Our firft Government,and which
lafted for many years, was no more
than what is practifed in manyCoun-
try Parithes in Jzaly, and pofiibly here
too, where the Clerk, or any other
perfon, calls together the chiefofthe In-
habitants to confider of Parifh-bufinefs,
as chufing of Officers, making of Rates,
and the like. Soin Penice, when there
wasany publick provifion to be made by
way of law, or otherwife, fome Ofh-
cers went about to perfons of the great-
eft Wealth and Credit, to intreat them
to meet and confult; from whence our
Senate is called to this day Configlio de
pregadi, whichin our BarbarousIdiom is
as much as Pregati in Tufcan Language:
Our fecurity increafed daily, and fo by
confequence our Number and our Rich-
es; for by this time there began to be
another inundation of Sarazens upon A-

fia,

[49]
fa Minor, which forced a great many
of the poor people of Greece to fly to us
for prote&tion, giving us the pofletiion
of fome Iflands, and other places upon
the Continent : This opened usa Trade,
and gave a beginning to our greatnefs ;
but chicfly made us confider what Go.
vernment was fittet to conferve our
felves, and keep our Wealth-(tor we did
not then much dream of Conquetts, elfe

without doubt we muft have made 3

popular Government) we pitcht upon

- an Ariflocracy, by ordering that thofe

who had been called to Council for that
prefent year, and for four years before;
thould have the Government in their
hands, and all their Pofterity after them
for ever ; which made firft the diftinci-
on between Gentlemen and Citizens ;
the People, who confifted of divers
Nations, moft of them newly come to
inhabit there, aud generally fecking
nothing but fafety -and eafe, wiilingly
confented to this change, and f{o this
State hath continued to thisday; though
the feveral Orders and Counfels have

been brought in fince, by degrees, as
our Nobility encreafed, and for other
Lo caules,

E;
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- a Nation is Governed either by its own

[50] {51]

caufes. Under this Government we have People or itsown Prince, there can be
made fome Conquefts in /raly, and §§ po fettled Government, except they
Greece, for our City ftood like a Wall | have the Rule who poflefs the Country.
between thetwogreat Torrents of Goths §  Soin Provincial Governments, if they
and Sarazens; and as either of their || pe wifely ordered, no man muft have -
Empires declin'd, it was eafie for us, | ny the leaft fhare in the managing Af-
without being very Warlike, to pick up | fairsof State, but ftrangers, or fuch as
fome pieces of each fide; as for the Go- ||  have no fhare or part in the pofleffions
vernment of thefe Conquefts, we did there, for elfe they will have a very
not think fit to divide theLandamongft || good opportunity of thaking off their
our Nobility, for fear of envy, and the §  Yoak. |
effects of it: much lefs did we think it i Doll. That is true; and we are fo
advifeable to plant Colonies of our Peo- § wife here (I mean our Anceflors were)
ple, whichwould have given the Pow- # as to have madea Law, That no Native
erinto their hands, but we thought it ¢ in Zreland can be Depaty there: But,
the beft way forour -Government to || Sy, being fully fatisfied in my demand,
leave the People their Property,tax them | Dby this Centleman; I befeech you to
what we thought fit, & keep them und_er Il goontowhat you have to fay, “before
by Governours and Citadels, andfoin i you come to England, |

thort make them a Province. So that Eng.Gent. | fhall then offer two things
now the Do&tors Riddle is folved ; for I to your obfervation; the firftis, That
fuppofe this Gentleman did not mean inall times and places, where any great
that his Maxime fhould reach to Pro- Heroes or Legiflators, have founded a

vincial Gover nments. ‘ Government, by gathering people toge-
Eng. Gent, No, Sir, fo far from that, -

that it is juft contrary ; foras in Natio-
nal or Domeftick Government, where

Countrey to poflefs it, before they came
to dividing the conquered Lands, they
did always very maturely deliberate ug-

People E 2 der

ther to build a City, or to invade any
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der what Form or Model of Govern-
ment they meant tolive, and according:
ly made the Partition of the Pofleffions ;
Mofes, Thefeus, and Romulus Founders of
Demacracies divided theLand equally:Lz-
curgaus who meant anOpt imacy made a cer-
tain number of Shares,which he intended
to be in the hands of the People of Laco-
nia.Cyrus,and other conqueringMonarchs
before him, took all for themielves and
Succeflors, which is obferved in thofe
Eaftern Countries to this day,and which
has made thofe Countries continue ever
fince under the fame Government,
though Conquered and pofiefled very
often by feveral Nations: This brings

- me to the fecond thing to be obferved,

which is, That wherever this apportion=
ment of Lands came to be changed in any
kind, the Government either changed with
it, or was wholly in a flate of confufion :
And for this reafon Licurgus, the great-
eft Politician that ever Founded any Go-
‘vernment, took a fure way to fix Pro-
perty by Confounding it, and bringing
all into Common: And fo the whole
number of the Natural Spartans, who
inhabited the City of Lacedemon, eat
i | © and

[531]

and drank in their feveral convives toge-
ther: And aslong as they continued fo
to do, they did not only preferve their
Government entire,and that for a long-
ertime than wecan readofanyCommon-
Wealth that ever lafted amongft the An-
cients; but held as it were the principali-
ty of Greece. The Athenians, for want
of fome Conftitutions to fix Property,as
Thefeus placed it,were in danger of utter
ruine, whichthey had certainly encoun-
ter'd, if the good Gentus (as they then
call'd it) of that People, had not raifed
them up a {econd Founder, more than
fix hundred years after the firft, which
was Solox : And becaufe the Hiftory of
this matter will very mmuchconduce to
the illufirating of this Aphorifme we
have laid down, Twill prefume fo much
upon your patience as to make a fhort
recital of it, leaving you to fee it more
at largein Platarchand other Authors.
The Lands in the Territory of Attica
which werein the pofleffion of the Com-
mon People, (for what reafon Hiftory is

filent) were for Debt all Mortgaged to

the great Men of the City of Athens,and
the Owners having no poflibility of Re-
- E3 decming
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deeming their Eftates, weretreating to
Compound with their Creditors, and
deliver up their Lands to them: Solon
(who was one of thofe State Phyficians
we fpake of,) was much troubled at this,
and harangued daily to the Nobility and

People againtt it, telling them firft, that

it was impofiible for the Grecians to re-
{ift the Medes (who were then growing
up to a powerful Monarchy)except A4-
thens the fecond City of Greece did conti-
nue a Democracy ; That it was as Impof-
fible the People could keep their Empire,
except they kept their Lands, nothing
being more contrary to Nature, than
that thofc who poflefs nothing in a
Country can pretend ro Governit. They
were all fenfible of his Reafons, and of
their own Danger, but the only Reme-
dy (which was, that the great Men
thould forgive the Common People
their Debts) would not at allbe digeft-
ed; fo that the whole City now tully
underftanding their condition,were con-
tinually in anuproar, and the People

flock’d about Solow, whenever hecame a- |}

broad, defiring him to take upon him
the Government, and be their Prince,

and

[45]

and they would make choice of him the
next time they affembled. Hetold them
no, he would never bea Tyrant, efpeci-
ally in hisown Country ; meaning, that
he who had no more fhare than other of
the Nobles, could not Govern the reft,
without being an Ufurper or Tyrant :
But this he did toobligehis Citizens, he
frankly forgave all the Debts that any
of the People owed to him,and releafed
their Lands immediately ; and this a-
mounted to fifteen Arrick Talents of
Gold, a vaft fum in thofe days; and be-
took himfelf to a voluntary Exile, in
which he vifited Thales, and went to
the Oracle of Delphos, and offer up his
Prayers to Apollo for the prefervati-
on of hisCity: In return of which (as
the People then believed) the hearts of
the great ones were fo changed and in-
larged, that they readily agreed toremit
all their Debts to the Pecple, upon Con-
dition that Solon would take the painsto
make them a New Model of Govern-

ment, and Laws f{uitable toa Democra-

cy, which he as readily accepted and
performed ; by vertue of which that
City grew and continued long the great-

| E 4 eft,
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ceft, the Jufteft, the moft Vertuous,
Learned and Renowed otall that Age ;
drove the Perfians afterwards out of
Greece, defeated them doth by Sea and
Land, with a quarter of their number of
Ships and Men ; and produced the great-
eft Wits and Philofophers that ever li-
ved upon Earth. The City of Athens In-
{tituted a Solemn Feaft in Commemora-
tionof that great Generofity and Self-
denial of the Nobility ; who Sacrificed
their own Intereft to the prefervation of
their Country : which Feaft wascalled
the Solemnity of the Sezfattheia, which
fignifics recifion or abolition of Debts,
and was obferved with Proceffions,Sacri-
ficesand Games, till the time of the Ro-
man’s Dominion over them (who encou-
raged it,) and ever till the change of Re-
ligion in Greece, and Invafion ofthe Sa-
razens. The Roman’s having omitted
in their Inftitution to provide for the
fixing of Property, and {o the Nobility
called Patricii, beginning to take to
themfelves agreater fthare in the con-
quer’d Lands than had been ufual (for in

- the firft times of theCommonwealth un-

der Romaulus,and ever after ,it was always
. ' . )
- practifed

[571

pra&ifed to divide the Lands cqually a-
mongft the Tribes) this Innovation ftir-
red up Licinius Stolo, then Tribune of

- the People, to propofe a Law ; which,

although it met with much difficulty,
yet at laft was confented to; by whichit
was provided, that no Roman Citizen,
of what degree foever, fhould pofiefs a-
Love five hundred Acres of Land; and
for the remaining part of theLands which
fhould be Conquer’d, it was Ordered to
be equally divided,as formerly,amongft
the Tribes : This found admittance,after
much opofition, Lecaufe it did provide
but for the future, no Man at that time
being owner of more Lands than what
was lawful for him to poflefs; and if this

law had been firi&ly obferved to the laft,

that glorious Commonwealth might
have {ubfifted to this day, for ought we
know. |

Doétor. Some other Caufe would have
been the Ruine ®f it, what think you of
a Foreign Conqueft-> .

Eng. Gent. Ch Dollor,if they had kept
their Poverty they had kept their Go-
vernment and their Vertue too,and then
ithad not been an eafie matter to fubdue

them,
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them, Quos vulr perdere Fapiter dementar;
Breach of Rules and Order caufes Divifi-
on, and Divifion when it comes to be
Incurable, expofes a Nation almoft as
much as aT'yrannical Government does.
TheGoths and Pandals, had they Invaded
in thofedays, had met with the fame fuc-
cefs which befell the Cyméri, and the
Teutones. Imuft confefs, a Foreign In-

vafion is a Formidable thing, when a

Commonwealth 1s weak in Territory
and Inhabitants, and that the Invaderis
numerous and Warlike: And fo we fee
the Romans were indanger of utter ruine
when they were firft attacqued by the
Gauls under Brennus: The like hazzard
may be fear’d, when a Commonwealth
1saffaulted by another of equal Vertue,
and a Commander of equal Addrefs and
Valour to any of themfelves. Thus the
Romans run the risk of their Liberty and

Empire, in the War of Humnibal; but

their Power and their Vertue grew to
that heighth in that conteft, that when
it was ended, Ibelieve, thatifthey had

preferved the Foundation of their Go-
vernment entire, theyhad been Invin-

cible: Andif I were alone of this Opini-
on,

[591

on, I might be athamed ; but I am hackt
by the Judgement of your Incomparable
Country-man Machiavil; and no Man
will condemn either of us of rathnefs, if
he firft confider, what fmall States, that
have ftood upon right bottoms,havedone
todefend their Liberty againft great Mo-
narchs ; as is to be feenin the example of
the little Commonwealth of Atkens,
whichdeftroyed the Fleet of Xerxes,con-
fifting of a thoufand Veflels, in the -
Streights of Salamis, and before theland
army of Darius of three hundred thou-
fand in the Plains of Marathon, and drove
them out of Greece ; for though the whole
Confederates were prefent at the Battel
of Plateea,yet the Athenian Army fingly
under their General Miltiades,gain’d that
renowned Battel of Marathon.

Noble Ven. 1 befeech you, Sir, how
was it poflible, or practicable, that the
Romans Conquering fo many and {o re-
mote Provinces,fhould yet have been a-
ble to preferve their Agrarian Law, and
divide all thofe Lands equally to their

- Citizens; Or ifit had been pofiible, yet

it would have ruin’d their City, by fend-
ing all their Inhabitants away; and by
taking
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taking in Strangers in their room, they
mult neceflarily have had people lefs
Vertuous and lefs Warlike, and fo both
their Government and their Military
Difcipline muft have been Corrupted;

for it isnot to be imagined, but that

the People would have gone with
their Families to the place where their
Lands lay: So that it appears that the Ro-
mans did not provide,in the making and
framing their firlt Polity, for fo great
Conquefls as they afterwards made,
Eng. Gent. Yes, {urely theydid ; from
their firft beginning they were Found-
ed in War, and had neither Land nor
Wivesbut what they fought for ; but yet
what you object were very weighty, if
there had not been a confideration of that
early : For affoon as that great and wife
People had fubdued the Sammnizes on the
Eqft, and brought their Arms as far as
the Greek Plantations, in that part of /z4-

4 which is now called the Kingdom of
Naples ; and Weftward, had reduced all |

the Tufcans under their Obedience,as far

- asthe River Arnas, they made that and

the River #olturnaus (which runs by the
Walls of Capua) the two Boundaries of
SN - their

['6»11] B

their Empire, which was called Demici-
lium Imperii. 'Thefe werethexe plus ul-
tra, for what they Conquered Letween
thefe two Rivers, was all confifcated and
divided amongft the Trikes; the Ruffick
Tribes being twenty feven, and the Zr-
bane Tribes nine, which made thirty fix
inall. The City Trikes were like our
Companies in Lownden , confifling of
Tradefmen. The Ccuntry Triteswere
divided like Shires, and there was {carce
any Landed Man, who Inhabited in the
City, tur he was written in that Trike
w here his Eftate lay ; {o that the Raffick
Trites(though they hadall cqualVoices)
were of far more Credit and Reputation
than the @rbine. Upcnthedaysofthe

. Comtia, which were very well known,

as many as thought fit amongft the
Country Trikes, came to give their
Voices, thcugh every Trite was very
numerous of Inhabitants that lived inthe
City. Now the dgrarian did not extend

- toany Landsconquercd Leyond thisPre

cinct, but they were left to the Inhabi
tants, they paying a Revenue to the
Commonwealth ; all but thofe which

~were thcught fit to be fet out to main-

tain -
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tain a Roman Colony,which was a good
number of Roman Citizens, fent thither,
and provided of Lands and Habitations,

which being Armed,did ferve inthe na- |
| medy, which was to confirm the Agrari-
Province in Obedience, and a Roman Pra- §
tor, Proconful, or other Governour, was |
fent yearly to Head them, and brought |
Forces with him befides. Now it was |

ture of a Citadel and Garifon to keep the

ever lawful forany Roman Citizento pur-
chafe what Lands he pleafed in any of

thefe Provinces; it not being dangerous

to aCity to have their People rich, but
to have fuch a Power in the Governing
part of the Empire, as {hould make thofe
who managed the Affairs of the Com-
monwealth depend upon them; which
came afterwards to be that whichruined
their Liberty, and which the Gracchi en-

deavoured to prevent when it was too

late ; For thofe Iluftrious perfons feeing
the diforder that was then in the Com-
monwealth, and rightly comprehending
the Reafon, which was the intermiflion
of the Agrarian, and by confequence the
great Purchafes which were made by the
Men of Rome (who had inriched them-

felvesin Afisand the other Provinces)

in

in that part of /zaly which was between
‘the two Rivers, before mentioned, be-
gan to harrangue the People, in hopes to
per{fwade them to admit of the right Re-

an Law with a Retrofpect ; which al-
though they carried, yet the difficulties
inthe Execution proved {o great, that it

-never took effeét,by reafon that theCom-

mon People, whofe Intereft it was to
have their Lands reftored ; yet having
long lived as Clients, and Dependents of
the great ones, chofe rather to depend
ftill upon their Patrons, than to hazard’
all for an Imaginary deliverance, by
which fupinenefs in them,they were pre- -
vail'd with rather to joyne (for themoft
part) with the Oppreflors of themfelves
andtheirCountrey, and to cut the throats
of their redeemers, than to employ their
jultrefentment again{t the covetous Vio-.
lators of their Government and Proper-
ty. So perithed the two renowned Grac-
chi,one foon after the other, not forany
crime, but for having endeavoured to
preferve and reftore their Common.
wealth ; for which (if they had lived in
times fuitable to fuch an Heroick under-
~ taking,
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taking, and that the vertue of their An-
ceftors had been yet inany kind remain-
ing) they would have merited and en-
joyed a Reputation equalto that of Ly-
curqus, ot Solon, whereas as it happen'd
they were fometime after branded with
the name of Sedition, by certain Wits,
who proftituted the noble flame of Poe-
try (which before had wont to be em-
ployed in magnifying Heroick Actions)
to flatter the Luft and Ambition of the
Roman Tyrants. | :

Noble Ven. Sir, I approve what you
fayin all things,and in Confirmation of

it, thall further alledge the two famous | abol
4 and Morality ; butl forget my felf, and
1Antt1ie_nch upon your Province: there is
| pothing now remains to keep you from
| the Modern Policies, but thatpy}c;u'plea(é

Princes of Sparta, Agis, and Cleomines,
which I couple together, fince Plutarch
“does fo ; Thefe finding the Corruption
of their Commonwealth, and the Decay
of their ancient Vertue, to proceed from

the neglet and inobfervance of their |

Founders Rules, and abreach of that E-

quality which was firft inflituted; en-

deavour to reftore the Laws of Lycar-
gusand divide theTerritory anew ; their
Vicory in the Peloponnefian War,and the

Riches and Luxury brought into their

City by Lifander, having long before

N {651
broken all the Orders of their Commion.
wealth, and deftroyed the Proportions
of Land gllotted to each of the Natural
Spartans : But the firft of thefe two ex-

 cellent Patriots perithed by Treachery in

the beginning of his Enterprize, the o-

ther began and went on with incompa-
| rable Prudence arnd Refolution, but mif:

carried afterwards by the Iniquity ofthe
times,and bafenefs and Wickegn'ef?s, of the

| People; o infalliably true it is, That
| where the Policy is* corrupted, there
muft neceffarily be alfoa corruption and
4 depravation of Manners; and an utter

abolition.ofall Faijth, Juftice, Honour,

to fhut up this Difeourfe 6f the Ancient

the Corruptions of Ariftocracy dnd Dew
mocracy 5 for I believe both of us are fa+

tisfied that you have abundantly pro-

 ved you Affertion, and that when we
| have leifure to examine all the States
| or-Policies thatever were, we fhall find
| all their Changes to have turn’d upon
broken | " F RHLE R
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i ’ he fix-

is Hinge of Property, and that the fi
g: 1Sof ih%t with good lawes in the begin-
‘ni%g or firflt Inititution of a ftate, and
the holding to thofe Lawesafterwards, is
the only way tomakea Commonwealth
| rtal. .
Imgfg. Gent. 1think you are very right;
but1 fhall obey you, and do prefume }t]o
differ trom Ariftorle, in thinkingthat he

mocracy, Corruptions; for that they .dc%
not proceed from the alteration o

ich1 jca corruptio po-
roperty, which is the @nicacorrupt q
ll)z'tz'clzz: 'Igor Example, I do not find that |

Oligarchy, or Government of a tew,

ich1i “Extream of an Optimacy,
Whlc}cllils gx}ﬁelﬂf?om afew Mens getting | Peace, of Ju dging i all Coufes y
ever their hands the Eftates of all thereft | Appeal to them, and chuf]
mftt?he Nobility : For had itbeganfo, 1t £ of Officers) will take o
:’)night have lafted, which I neverread of
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Decem-viri of Rome (though thefe are firft
came in lawtully ) {o they were foon dri-
venout; and ever, were either affaf]i-
nated, or dyed by the Sword of Juftice;
and therefore I ihall fay no more of them,
not thinking them worth the name of
a Government. As for the Extream of
Democracy, which is Anarchy, it is not

;. {o: for many Commonwealths have laft-

has not fitly called thofe extreams (forfo | ed fora good time under that Adminj.

T will ftile them ) of Ariffocracy and De- }

ftration (if I may fo call a State fo full
of Confufion.) An Anarchy then is, when
the People not contented with their

Share in the Adminiftration of the Go-

vernment, (which is the right of Appro-
ving, or Difapproving of Lawes, of
Leagues, ‘and of making of War and
pon an.
ng all manner

on them,felves
the Office of the Senaze too, in manage- -

any that did. 1 will therefore conclude, | ing Subordinate Matters of State, Pro-

S s

that they were all Tyrannies; for hfo ;lhf; | pofing Lawes Originally, and ‘aﬂqm@ng,
Greets called all Ulurpations, Whether | Debate in the Market place, making
of one OF MOTE perfons, and all thofe that {their Oratorstheir Leaders; nay, not con-
T ever read of, asthey camein either by frent wich this, will take upon them to

Craft or violence, asthe Thirty Tyrants alter all the Orders of the Government

of Atbhens, the Fifteen of Thebes, agi Sﬁwhen ‘they pleaﬁ%; 2‘as was frequently

practifed
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practifedin Arhens, and in the Modern
State of Florence. In both thefe Cities, |
when ever any great perfon who could |
lead the People, had a mind to alter the |
Government, he call’d them together, |
and made them Vote a Change. In #f- |
rence they calld it, Chiamar & pq,?a!lo a
Parlamento e ripigliar lo Stata, whicii 15 ;
fummoning the People into the Market- |
place to refume the Government, and
did then prefently Inftitute a new one,
with new Orders, new Magiftracies,and
the like. Now that which originally |
<eaufes this Diforder, is theadmitting (1n
the beginning of a Government, or
afterwards) the meaner fort of Peogle,
whohave no Share in the Territory, in- |
to anequal part of Ordering the Com-}
monwealth ; thefe being lefs fober, lefs ;
confidering, and lefs careful of the Pub- |

lick Concerns; and being commonly the|

Major part, are made the Inftruments}
oft-times of the Ambition of the great|

R R A R S R R

ones, .and very apt to kindle intoFacti-}

on: but notwithftaningall the Confu-
fion which we fee under an Anarchy,
- (where the wifdom of the better. fort is :
made ufelefs by the fury of the People)f

£

[96]
yet many Cities have fubfifted hundreds
ofyears in this condition; and have been
more confiderable, and performed great-
er Altions,than ever anyGovernment of
equal Extent did, except it were a well-
regulated Democracy ; But it is true,they
ruine in the end,and that never byCow-
ardize or bafenefs, but by too much
boldnefs and temerarious undertakings,
asboth Athens and Florence did ; The
firft undertaking the Invafion of Sicily,
when their Aflairs went ill elfewhere ;
and the other by provoking the Spawi-
ard and the Pope. But I havedone now,
and fhal pafs to fay fomething of the

Modern Poliejes,

Noble Ven. Before you cometo that,

Sir, pray fatisfie me in a Point which I
- thould have moved before, but that I
was unwilling tointerrupt your ratio-
nal Difcourfe ; How came you to take it
for granted, that Mofes, Thefess, and Ro-
mulus were Founders of PopularGovern-
ments? Asfor Mofes, we have his Story
written by an Infalliable Pen ; 7hefeus
was ever called King of Atheus, though
helivid fo long fince, that what iswrit-
ten of him is jultly efteem’d fabulous;
o F3 | but

> R S et
T e T S e R o, oS e T

e ey s

ST S

53 S ey i



[70]
but Romulus certainly was a King, and
that Government continued a Monar-
chy, though Elective, under feven
Princes. | |
Eng. Gent. 1will be very fhort in my

Anfwer, andf{ay nothingof 7hefeus,tor -

the reafon you are pleaied to alledge:
But. for AMofes, you may read in Holy
Writ, that when, by God’s Command,

he had brought the ffraelites out of £-

gypr, he did at firft manage them by

accquainting the People with the Eftate |
of their Government,which People were ||
called together with the found of a |
Trumpet, and are termed in Scripture, |
the Congregation of the Lord 5 this Go- |
vernment he thought might {erve their |

turnin their paffage, and that it would

[7x] \
him to let feventy Elders be appointed
for a Senate, but yet the Congregation
of the Lord continued ftill and acted :
And by the feverall foundings of the
Trumpets, either the Senate or popular
Aflembly were called together, or both;
(o that this Government was the fame
with all other Democracies, confifting of
a Principal Magiftrate, a Senate,and a-
People Aflembled together, not by Re-
prefention, but in a tody. Now for
Romulus, it is very plain, thathe wasno
more then the fir{t Officer of the Com-
monwealth, whatever he was called, and
that he was chofen (as your Doge 1s ) for
Life; and when the laft of thofe feven
Kings ufurpt the place, thatis, did

| reign injuffu Populi, and excercife the Go-
be time enough to make thema better |
when they were in poffeffion of the Land |
of Canaan; Efpecially having made them |
Judges and Magiftrates at the inftance |
~of hisFather-in-law, which are called in
Authors, Prefeili Fethroniani ; butfind-
ing that this Provifion was not {ufficient,
complained to God of the difficulty he §
had, tomake that State of Affairs hold
together ; God was pleafed to order

| | | him, |

vernment Tyrannically, the People

drove him out (as all People -in the

World that have Propertv will do in the
like Cafe, except fome extraordinary
qualifications in the Prince preferve him
for one Age ) and afterwards appoint-

ed in his room two Magiftrates, and

made them Annual, which two had
the fame Command, aswell in theix Ar-

“mies as in their Cities, and did not make

F 4 ~ the
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the leaft alteration befides, excepting
that they chofe an Ofhcer that was to
perform the Kings Funtion in certain
Sacrifices (which Numa appointed to be
performed by the King) left the People
thould think their Religion were chan-

‘ged : This Officer was called Rex Sacrift- |
culus. If you are fatisfied, I willgoon }
‘to the confideration of our Modern |

States.

Noble Ven. 1T am fully anfwered, and
befides am clearly of Opinion, that no

Government, whether mixt Monarchy

‘or Commonwealth, can fubfift without |

a Senate, as well from the turbulent
State of the Ifraelites under Mofes till
the Sanbedrin was inftituted, asfroma
certain Kingdom of the Paundals in Afri-
ca 3 where after their Conqueft of the
- ‘Natives, they appointed a Government
confifting of a Princeand a Popular Af-
fembly, which latter, within half a year,
‘beat the Kings brains out, he having no

bulwark of Nobility or Senateto detend |
- him from them. - But I will divert you |

no longer.

[73]

Eng. Gent. Sir, you are very right,
and we fhould have fpoken fomething
of that before, ifit had béen the bufinefs
of this Meeting to Difcourfe of the par-
ticular Models of Government ; but in-
tending only to fay fo much of the An-

cient Policy as to fhew what Govern-

ment in General is, and upon what Ba-
{is it ftands, 1 think I have done
it fufficiently to make way for the un-
derftanding of our own, at leaft when
I have faid fometing of the Policies
which are now extant ; and that with
your favour I willdo. T {hall need fay
little now of thofe Commonwealths,
which however they came by their Li-
berty, either by Arms or Purchafe, are

now mucih-what under the fame kind of

Policy asthe Ancients were. In Germa-
#y, the Free Towns, and many Princes
make up the Body of a Commonwealth
called the Empire, of which the Empe-
rouris Head ; this General Union hath

1ts Diets or Parliaments, where they are

all reprefented, and where all things
concerning the Safety and Intereft of
Germany in General, or that belong to
Peace and War, are Tranfacted ; thefe

~ Diets
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Diets never intermeddle with the parti-
cular Concerns or Policies of thofe Prin-
ces or States that make it up, leaving
to them their particular Soveraignties:
The feveral Imperial Cities, or Com-
monwealths , are divided into two
kinds, Lubeck's Law, and Collew’'s Law,
which being the fame exally with the
ancient Democracies and Optimacies , 1
will fay nomoreof them. TheGovern-
ment of Swizerland, and the Seven Pro-
vinces of the Low-Countries were made
up in hafte, to Unite them againit Per-
fecution and Oppreffion, and tohelp to
defend themfelves the better, which
they both have done very gallantly and
fuccefsfully : They feem to have taken
their Pattern from the Grecians , who
when their Greatnefs began to decline,
and the feveral Tyrants who fucceeded
Alexander began to prefs hard upon

them, were forced to League themfelves

(yet in {everall Confederacies, as that of

the Ezolians, that of the Achaians, &c.)

for their mutual defence. The Swiffes

“confift of Thirteen Soveraignties ; {ome

Cities which are moft 4riftocraticall, and
fome Provinces which have but a Village
| tor

751

for their head Townfhip. Thefe are all
Democracies, andare Govern'd allby the
Owners of Land, who Affemble as our
Free-Holders do at the _County&:ouft.\
Thefc havetheir General Diets, as in Ger-
many. The Government of the United

Provinces has for its Foundation the U-
nion of @trecht, made in the beginning
of their ftanding upon their Guard a-
gain{t the Cruelty and Oppreilion of the
Spaniard, and patcht up in hafte; and

feeming to be composd only for necefii-
ty, as a ftate of War, has made Modern
Statefmen Conjeture that it will not
be very practicable in time of Peace, and
Security. At their General Diet, which
is called the States General, do inter~
vene the Deputies of the Seven Provin-
ces, in what number their Principals
pleafe ; but all of them have but one

Vote, which are by eonfequence Seven,
and every one of the Seven hath a Ne-
gative; {othat nothing can pafs without
the Concurrence of the whole Seven,

Every one of thefe Provinces have a
Counfel or Aflembly of their own, cal-
led the States Provincial, who fend and

| Inftruct their Deputies to the States-

General,
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General, and perform other Offices be-
longing to the Peace and Quict of the
Province. Thefe Deputies to the States
Provincial, are fentby feveral Cities of
which every Province confifts, and by
the Nobility of the Province,which hath
one Voice only: The Bafis of the Go-
vernment lies in thefe Cities, which are

- every of them adiftiné Soveraignty ;

neither can the States of the Province,
much lefs the States General, intrench in
the leaft upon their Rights, nor fo much
as intermeddle with the Government
of their Cities, or Adminiftration of Ju-
ftice, but only treat of what concerns
their mutual Defence, and their Pay-
ments towards it. Every oneof thefe
Citiesisa Soveraigaty, governed by an
Optimacyconfifting of the chief Citizens,
which upon death are fupplyed by new
ones Ele&ed by themfelves ; thefe
are called the @ruufcaperie or Herne,
which Council has continued to Govern
thofe Tewns, time out of mind; even

in the times of their Princes, who were

then the Soveraigns; for without the
confentof him, or his Deputy, callg:d
State-Holder, nothing could be conclu-

ded

[77]
ded in thofe days. Since they have Infti-
tuted anartificial Minifter of their own,
whom they ftill call State-Holder, and
make choice of him in their Provincial
Aflemblies, and for Form fake defer
fomething to him, as the Approbation of
their Skepen and other Magiftrates, and
fome other Matters: This has been con-
tinued in the Province of Holland,which
is the chief Province in the Succeffion of
the Princes of Orauge, and in the moft of
the others too: Thelreft have likewifs
chofen fome other of the Houfe of Naffaw,
This Government(fo oddly fet together,

and {o compos'dofa State, intended for

a Monarchy, and which, as Almanacks
Calculated for one Meridian,are made in
fome fort to ferve for another , 1s by
them continued in thefe feveral Ariffo=
cracies) may laft for a time, till Peace
and . Security, together with the abufe
which is like to happen in the choice of

the Herne, when they fhall Elect perfons

of fmall note into their Body, upon Va.
cancies, for Kindred or Relation, rather
than fuch as are of Eftate and eminer-
€y, or that otherwifeabufe their power
in the execution of it, and then it is be:

- lieved,
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lieved, and reafonably enough, that
thofe People (great in wealth, and very
acute in the knowledge of their own
Intereft ) will find out a better Form of
Government, or make themfelvesa prey
to fome great Neighbour-Prince in the
attempting it ; and this in cafe they in
the mean time efcape Conquett from this
great and powerfull King of Zrance, who

-at this time gives Law to Chriftendom.

I have nothing now left to keep me from
the Modern Monarchies, but the moft fa-
mous Commonwealth of Pexice, of which
it would be prefumption for me to fay
any thing whilft you are prefent..

Noble Ven. Youmay very fafely go
oneif you pleafe ; for I believe Strangers
under{tand the Speculative part of our
Government, better than we do; and
the Doctrine of the Ballat which is our
chiefe excellency : ForI have read many
Defcriptions of our Frame, which have

taught me fomething in it which I knew

not before ; paricularly, Donato Gianorti
the Florentine, to whom I refer thofe
who are curious to know more of our
Orders, for we that manage the Mecha-
nical part of the Government are like

Horfes

S
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Horfes who know their Track well e-
nough, without confidering Ea/# or Weft,
or what bufinefsthey go about. Befides,
it would be very tedious, and very
needle(s, to make any Relation of our
Model, with the feveral Counfels that
make itup, and would be that which
you have not donein Treating ofany
other Government: what we have faid
is enough to fhew what beginning we
had, and that ferves yourturn, for we
who are called Nobility, and who man-
age the State, are the Defcendents of the
firft Inhabitants, and had therefore been
a Democracy, if-a numerous Flock of
Strangers (who are contented to come
and live amongft usas Subje&s) had not
{fwelled our City, and made the Govern-
ing party feem but ahandfull; fo thae
we have the fame foundations that all
other Ariftocracies have, who governbut
one City, and have no Territory but
what they Govern Provincially ; and our
People not knowing where to have bet-
ter Juftice, are very well contented to
live amongft us, without any fharein
the Managing of Affairs; yet we have

power to Adopt whom we pleafe into

our
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out Nobility, and I believe that in th‘g
time of the Roman greatnefs, there
were five for one of the Inhabitants
who were written in no Tribe, but
look’d upon as Strangers, and yet that

- did not vitiate their Democracy, N0 MOre

than our Citizensand Common People
can hurt our Optimacy ; all the difficulty
in our Adminiftration, hath been tg
regulate our own Nobility, and to bri-

dle their fation and ambition, which

can alone brced a Difeafe in the V1t:a;“l;
part of our Government, and this we do
by moft fevere Laws, and a veryrigo-
rous execution of them. o
Doét. Sir, 1 was thinking to Interpofe
concerning the Propriety of ,Lands in
the Territory of Padua, which I hearis
wholly in the poffetfion of the Nobility
f Penice. | o
o ﬁéle.’ Ven. Our Members have very
good Eftates there,yet nothing but wha% ,
they have paid very well for, no part o
that Country, or of any other Province,
having been fhar'd amongftusasin other

_ Conquets : "Tis true, that the Paduans.
having evet been the moft revengeful  §

Pec?Ple of Italy; could n*oF | be deta;g ;lf

el

from thofe execrable and treacherous
Murders which wereevery day commit-

i ed, but by a fevere Execution of the

Laws as well againft their Lives as E-
(tates: And as many of their Eftates ag
were Confifcated, were (during our ne-

ceflities in the laft War with the Zurés)
! expofed to fale, and fold to them that

offered moft, without any confideration
of the perfons purchafing; Butit is very
true that moft of them came into the

more than any other, by reafon that

their fober and frugal living, and their

being forbidden all manner of Traffick,

makes them have no way of employing

the Money which proceeds from their
Parfimony, and fo ‘they can afford to
give more than others who may employ
their Advance tobetter profit elfewhere.
But I perceive, Doitor, by this Queftion,
that you have fludied at Padua.
Doét. No really, Sir, the fmall learn-
ing I have was acquired in our own U-
| niverfity of Oxford, nor wasIever out
| of this Ifland. ~ R
| Noble Ven. 1 would you had, Sir, for
| it would have been a great honour to
| G | our

hands of our Nobility, they offering"
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our Country to have contributed any

thing towards fo valt a knowledge as
you are Pofleffor of : But I wifh that
it were your Countrey, or at leaft the
place of your Habitation, that fo we
might partake not only of your excel-
fent Difcourfe fometimes, but be the
better for your skill, which would make
us Immortal. |

" Doét. T am glad to fee you fo well
that youcan make your felf fo merry,

but I affure you I am very well bere ;
England is a good wholfome Climatefor |
a _phyﬁciag: But, pray let our Friend

go on to hi§ Modern Monarchies.

" Eng.Gent, Thatisall 1 have now to
" do : Thofe’ Monarchies are two, Abfo-

lute, and Mixt; for the firft kind, all
that we have knowledgeof, except the
Empire of the Zurks, differ fo little from

~ the ancient Monarchies of the Affyrians

and Perfians, that having givena fhort
Defcription of them betore, 1t will be
needlefs to fay any moreof the Perfran,

the Mogull, the King of Pegu, China, |
" Preftor-Jobn, or any other the great Men |
under thofe Princes,as the Satrapes of

old; being made foonly by their being |

| ‘ | employ-{
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employed and put into great places and
Governments by the Soveraign ; But the
Monarchy of the Grand Seignior is fom-
thing different ; they bothagreein this,
that the Prince is in both abfolute Pro-
prietor of all the Lands, ( exceptingin
the Kingdom of Egyp#, of which I ihall
fay fomthing anon) but the diverfity
lies in the Adminftration of the Proper«

“ty; the other Emperoursas well Ancient

as Modern ufing to manage the Reve-
nue of the feveral Towns, and Parifhes,
as our Kings, or the Kings of Francedo;
that is, keep it in their hands,and Ad-
minifter it by Officers: And {o you may
read that Xerxes King of Perfiaallowed
theRevenue of fo many Villages to 7he-
miftocles, which Affignations are practi-

fed at this day, both to publick and to

private ufes, by the prefent Monarchs.
But the 7urks, when they invaded the
broken Empire of the 4rabians,did not 4t
firft makeany great alteration in their
Policy till the Houfe of Oztoman the pre-
fent Royal Family did make great Con-
queftsin 4fia, and afterwards in Greece ;
whence they might poflibly take their

prefent way ofdividiug their conquered

G2 -~ Ferrie
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Territories; for they took the fame
courfe which the Gothsand other Modern
People had ufed with their Conquered
L ands in Bxrope, upon which they plant-
ed Military Colonies, by dividing them
amongft the Souldiers for their pay or
maintenance. Thefe Shares were called
by them Timarr’s, which fignifies Bene-
sces, but differd in this only from the
European Knights-Fees, that thefe laft O-
riginally. were Hereditary, and fo Pro-
perty was maintained, whereas amongft
the D#tomaps, they were meerly at will;

and they enjoyed their {hares whilft

_thc{mnained the Sultar’s Souldiers,and |
1o longer ; being turn'd out both of his

Service, and of their Zimarr's, when he
pleafes. This doubtlefs had been the beft
2nd firmeft Monarchy in the World, if
they could have ftayed here,and not had
2 Mercinary Army befides, which have
“often (like the Practorians in the time of
“+he Roman Tyrants) madethe Palace and
‘the Serragliothe Shambles of their Prin-

ces ; whereas if the Timariots, afwell

Spabis OF Horfe, as Foot, had been
brought together to Guard the Prince |
by Courfes (asthey ufed to do King Da- |

vid )

[ 851

vid) as well as they areto fight for the
Empire;; this horrid flaw and inconve-
nience in their Government had been
wholly avoided. For though thefe are
not planted upon entire Property as Da-
vid’s were, ( thofe being in the nature
of Trained-Bands) yet the remotenef
of their Habitations from the Court

and the Fa&tions of the great City, and

their defire to re‘pair‘-home, and to find

all things quiet at their return, wouic
have eafily kept them from being in-
fected with that curfed Difeafe of Rebel-
lion againft their Soveraign, upon whofe
favour they depend for the continuance
of their livelithood : Whereas the Fawiza-
ries are for life, and are fure to be in the

fame Employment under the next Suc-

ceflor ; fo fure, that no Grand Seignior
can, or dares go about to Disband them,
the fufpicion of intending fuch a thing
having caufed the death of more than
one of their Emperours. But I {hall go.
to the limited Monarchies. T
Do¢t. But pray, before youdo fo, In-
form us fomething of the Romax Em-
perours: Had they the whole Domi-
nion ot Property of the Lands of Jra/y:
G 3 Eng.




fuffered none to be fo but thofe who |
I ]
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Eng. Gent. The Roman Empéroufsl
reckon amongft the Tyrants, for fo a-

_mongft the Greeks were called thofe Ci-

tizens who ufurpt the Governments of
their Crmmonwealths, and maintain’d
it by force, without endeavouring to
Found or Eftablifh it, by altering the

- Property of Lands, as not imagining that

their Children could ever hold it after

them, in which they were not deceived: |

So that it is plain that the Roman Empire
was not a natural but a violent Govern-
ment. The reafons why it lafted longer

than ordinarily Tyrannies do,are manys;

Firft, becaufe Auguffus the firft Emperour
kept up the Senate, and fofor his time
cajold them with this bait of Imaginary
Power, which might not have fufficed
neither to have kept himfrom the fate

‘of his Uncle, but that there had been fo

many Revolutions and bloody wars be-
tween, thatall Mankind wasglad to re-
pofe and take breath for a while under
any Government that could protett

them. And he gain’d the fervice of

thefe Senators the rather , becaufe he

had followed bis Fortune in the fevera

[87]
Civil Wars, and fo were engaged to fup-
port him for their own prefervation ;
Befides, he confifcated all thofe who
had at any time been profcribed, or fi-
ded in any Encounter againft him;
which, confidering in how few hands

the Lands of /zaly then were, might be

an over-ballance of the Property in his
hands. But thisis certain, thar what

ever he had not in hisown pofleifion, he

difpofed of at his pleafure, taking it a-
way, asalfo the livesof his people, with-
out any judicial proceedings, when he
pleafed : That the Confifcations were

great, we may fee by his planting above

{ixty thoufand Souldiers upon Lands in

Lombardy; That is, erecting fo many

Beneficia, or Timarrs, and, it any Man’s

| Lands lay inthe way, he took them in
for Neighbourhood, without any delin-

quency. Mantua ve mifer® nimiumvicina
Cremone. Andit is very evident thatif
thefe Beneficia had not afterwards been
made Hereditary, that Empire might
have had a ftabler Foundation, and fo
amore quietand orderly progrefs than
it after had ; for the Court Guards, call'd
the Prztorians, did make fuch havock of
., G 4 - their
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their Princes, and change them fo often,
that this (though it may feem a Paradox)
is another reafon why this Tyranny was
not ruin’d fooner ; for the People, who
had really an Intereft to endeavour a

change of Government, were fo prevent- -

ed by feeing thePrince, whom they de-
figned to fupplant, removed to their
hand, that they were puzled what to do,
taking in the mean time great recrcati.
on to fee thofe wild Beafts hunted down
themfelves, who had fo often prey’d up-
on their Lives and Eftates; befides that,
moft commonly the {requent removes
of their Maiters, made them fcarce have
time to do any mifchief to their poor op-
prefled Subjects in particular, though
they were all Slaves in general.  This

Government of the later Romans is a -

clear Example of the truth and efficacy
of thefe Politick Principles we have been
difcourfing of. Firft, that any Governe
ment (be it the moft unlimitted and ar-
bitrary Monarchy) that is placed upon a
right Bafis of Property, is better both for,
Prince and People, than to leave thema
feeming Property, ftill at his devotion,
and then for want of fixing the Foundas

tion, |

| [89]
tion, expofe their Lives tothofe dangers
and hazzards with which fo many Tu-
mults and Infurre&ions, which muft
neceflarily happen, will thyeaten them

| daily: And in the next place, that any

violent conftraining of mankind toa fub-
je&tion, is not to be called a Govern-
ment, nor does falve either the Politick
or Moral ends, which thofe eminent Le-

giflators amongft the Ancients propofed

to themfelves, when they fet Rules to
preferve the quiet and peace, as-well as
the plenty, profperity, and greatnefs of
the People ; hut that the Politicks or Art
of Governing is a Science to be learned
and ftudied by CounfellorsandStatfemen
be they never fo great; or elfe Mankind
will have a very f{ad condition under

them, and they themfelves a very per-
plexed and turbulent life, and proba-

bly a very deftructive and precipitous
end ofit. | |
Doét. Tam very glad I gave occafion
tomake this Difcourfe ; now I befeech
you, before you go to the mixt Monar-

| chies, not to forget Egypr.

£%§
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© Eng. Genr. "Twas that I was coming

'to, before youwere pleafed to interro-
gate me concerning the Roman Empire.
The Egyprians are this day, for ought I
know, theonly People that enjoy Pro-

erty, and are Governed asa Province

y any of the Eaftern abfolute Princes.
For whereas Damafco, Aleppo, and moft
of theother Cities and Provinces of that

Empire, whofe Territory is divided into

Zimarr’s, are Governed by a Bathaw,
who for his Guards has fome fmall num-
ber of Janizaries or Souldiers; the Ba-
fhaw of Egypt, or of Grand Cairo, has
ever an Army with him; and divers
Fortsareerelted, which is the way Fa-
ropean Princes ufe in- Governing their

Provinces, and muft be fo where Pro- |

perty isleft entire, except they plant
Coloniesas the Romans did. The reafon
why Selim, who broke the Empire of
the Mamalukes, and conquered Egypt,
did not plant Zémars’s upon it, was the
Lazinefsand Cowardlinefs of the People,

- and the great Fruitfulnefs of the Soil,and

Delicioufnefs of the Country, which has
mollifi'd and rendred effeminateall the
Nations that ever did Inhabit_ it. So that

are-

Lor] |
a refolution was taken to impofe upon
them, firft the maintaining an Army by
a Tax, and then to pay a full half ofall
the Fruits and produét of their Lands
(to the Grand Seignior) which they are
to Cultivate and improve : This is well
managed by the Bathaws and their Of
ficers, and comes toan incredible fum;

the goodsbeingfold, theMoney iscon-

veyed in fpecie to the Port, and is the
greateft part of thar Prince’s Revenue.
And it'is believed, that if all the Lands
had been entirely confifcated, and thae
the Grand Seignior had managed them

by his Officers, he would not have made -

a third part fo much of the whole, as he
receivesnow annually for one half: not
only becaufe thofePeople are extream-
ly induftrious where their ovyn‘proﬁt is
concerned : but for that, it is clear, if
they hadbeen totally divefted oftheir
Eftates, they would have left their
Country, and made that which is now
the moft populous Kingdom of the
World, a Defart, asisall the reftof the
Turkifb Dominions, except fome Cities,
And if the People had removed as they

did elfewhere, there would not only

have
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have wanted hands to have Cultivated
and Improved the Lands, but mouths to
confume the produét of it; fo that the
Princes Revenue by the cheapnefsof Vi-

have almotft fallen to nothing.

Noble Ven. Pray God this be not the
| reafon that this King of Framce leaves
L Property to his Subjets; for certainly
- he hath taken example by this Province
of Egypr, his Subjeéts having a Tax
- (which for the continuance of it, I mutft
Ao ~call a Rent or Tribute) Impos’d upon
| them to the value of one full half of

as the Lands improve.
Eng. Gent. 1 believe, Sir, there is ano-
ther reafon; FortheProperty there, be-
ing in the Nobility and Gentry, which
are the hands by which he manages his
Forceboth at homeand abroad, it would
not have been eafie or fafe for him to
= take away their Eftates. ButI come to
| the limited Monarchies. They were
firft Introduced ( as was faid before ) by
the Gozhs, and other Northern People.
Whence thofe great fwarms came, as it
i was unknown to Procopius himfelf, who

Lk , S

&tual, and the want of Labourers, would

their Eftates, which muft ever increafe

- lvd ]
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liv'd in the time of their Invafion, and
who was a diligent fearcher into all
the circumftances of their concernments,
{o it is very needlefs for us to make any

‘enquiry intoit, thus much being clear,

That they came Man,Woman,and Child,
and  conquerd and

fubjet to the Roman Empire, and fince
Chriftianity came in have been {o to
the Latin Church, till honeft Fobn Calvin
taught fome of us the way how to deliver
our felves from the Tyrannical Yoak,
which neither we nor our Forefathers
were able to bear. Whence thofe Peo-
ple had the Government they Eftablifht
in thefe parts after their Conqueft,
that is, whether they broughtit from
their own Country, or made it them-
felves, muft needs be uncertain, fince
their Originalis wholly {o ; but it feems
very probable that they had fome ex-
cellent perfons among them, though
the ignorance and want of learning in
that Age hath not fuffered any thing to

| remainthat may give usany great light;
| for it is plain, that the Government they
| fetled, was both according to the exact
| Rules

pofleft all thefe
parts of the Werld, which were then
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Rules of the Politicks, and very naty-
ral and fuitable to that Divifion they
made of their feveral Territories. When-
ever then thefe Invaders had quieted a-
ny Province, and that the People were
driven out or fubdued, they divided
the Lands, and to the Prince they gave
ufually a tenth part, or thereabouts j
to the great Men, or Comites Regis (asit
was tranflated into Latine) every one
(as near as they could) an equal fhare.
Thefe were to enjoy an Hereditary
right in their Eftates, astheKing did in
his part and in the Crown ; but nei-
ther he,nor his Peers or Companions,
were to have the abfolute difpofal of
the Lands{o allotted them, but were to
keep acertain proportion to themfelves
for their ufe: and the relt was ordered
to be divided amongft the Free.men,who
came with them to Conquer. What

‘they keptto themfelves was called De-

mefwes in Englifb and French, and in [-
talian, Beni Allodiali. " The other part
which they granted to the Free-men,
was called a Fead - and all thefe Eftates
were held of thefe Lords Hereditarily,
only the Tenants were topay a gnalé
: f cn
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Rent annually, and at every Deathor

- Change anacknowledgment in Money,

and in fome Tenures the beft Beaft be-
fides: But the chief condition of the
Feud or Grant, was, that the Tenant
fhould perform certain Services to the
Lord, of which one (in all Tenures of
Free-men)was to follow him Armed to
the Wars for the Service of the Prince
and Defence of the Land. And upon
their admittance to their Feuds,they take
an Oath to be true Vaffalsand Tenants
to their Lords, and to pay their Rents,
and perform their Services, and upon

failure to forfeit their Eftates; and thefe

Tenants were divided according to their
Habitations into feveral Mannors, in
every oune of which there was a Court
kept ‘twice every year, where they

all were to appear,and to be admitted

to their feveral Eftates, and totake the
Oath above mentioned. All thefe Peers
did likewife hold all their Demefnes,
as alfo all their Mannors, of the Prince ;
to whom they fwore Allegiance and
Fealty : There were befides thefe Free-

‘men or Francklins, other Tenantsto

every Lord, who were called Villains,
" ~ who,

- A _:;ﬂ:.
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who were to perform all fervile Offices;
and their Eftates were all at the Lords
difpofal when he pleafed; thefe confift-
ed moftly of fuch of the former Inha-
bitants of thefe Countries, as were not
either deftroyed or driven out, and pof-
fibly of others who were Servants a-
mongft them, before they came from
their own Countries. Perhaps thus
much might have been unneceflary to
be faid, confidering that thefe Lords,
Tenants, and Courts, are yet extant in
all the Kingdoms in Exrope, but that to
a Gentleman of Penice, where there are
none of thefe things, and where the
Goths never were, fomething may be
faid in excufe for me. o

Noble Ven. ’Tis true, Sir, we fled

from the Gorbs betimes, but yet in thofe

Countries which we recovered fince in

TZerra firma, we found the Footfteps of |

thefe Lords, and Tenures, and their Ti-
tles of Counts; though being now Pro-
vinces to us, they have no influence
upon the Government, asI fuppofe you

‘are about to prove they have in thefe

parts.

| Eng.

L97] |
Eng. Gent. Youare right, Sir’; for the
Governments of France, Spain, England,
and all other Countries where thefe Peo-
ple fetled, were fram’d accordingly. It
is not my bufinefs to defcribe particular-

ly the diftin& Forms of the feveral Go-

vernmentsin Europe, which do derive
from thefe People ( for they may differ

in fome of their Ordersand Laws,though

the Foundation be in them all the fame)
this would be unneceffary, they being
all extant, and fo well known ; and be-

fides little to my purpofe, excepting to .
fhew where they have declined from
their firft Inflitution, and admitted of

fome change.  France,and Poland, have
not, nor as I can learn, ever had an

‘Free-men below the Nobility; that is,
had no Yeomen ; but all are either No-
ble, or Villains , therefore the Lands

muft have been Originally given, as
they now remain, into the hands of
thefe Nobles. But T will come to the
Adminiftration of the Government in

thefe Countries, and firft fay wherein

they all agree, or did at leaft in their

Inftitution, which is, That the Sove-
raign power is in the States affembled |
- H toge:
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together by the Prince, i which he pre- |

fides; thele make Laws, Levy Money,
Redrefs Grievances, punifh great Offi-

cers, and the like. ‘Thefe States confift |

in fome places of the Prince and Nobi-
- lity onely, as in Poland, and anciently
in France (before certain Towns,for the

encouraging of Tradé;, procuyed Privi-
ledges 1%) {fend Deputies; which Depu- §

ties are now called the third Eftate) and
in others, confift of the Nobility agd
Commonalty, which latter _ha,d and Pmll
have the fame right to Intervene and
Vote, as the great ones h’;we both in Eng-
land, Spain, and other Kingdomes. =~
Doét. But you fay nothing of the
Clergy ; 1 fee you are no great friend to
them, to leave them out of your Poh-—
ticks. -
Ewg. Gent. The truth is, Dottor, 1
~could wifh there had never been any :
the purity of Chriftian Religion, asalfo
the good and orderly Government of the
World, had been much better provided

for without them,as it was in the Apoﬁq~
lical time, when we heard nothing of |
Clergy. - But my omitting their Rever-
end Lordfhips was no neglect,for 1-n1¢a§:1§ |
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to come to them in order ; for you know
that the Northern People did not bring
Chriftianity into thefe parts, but found
it here, and were in time converted to
it, {o that there could be no Clergy at
the firft: but if I had faid nothing at
all of this Race, yet I had committed
no Solecifm in the Politicks; for the
Bifhops and great Abbots intervened in
the States here, upon the fame Founda-
tion that the other Peers do, wviz. for
their great poffeffions, and the depen-
dence their Tenantsand Vaffals have up.
on them ; although they being a People
of that great fan&ity and knowledg,fcorn
to intermix o much as Titles with us
profane Lay-Ideots, and therefore will
be called Lords Spiritual. But you will
have a very venerable opinion of them,
if you do but confider how they came
by thefe great poffeffions, which made
them claim 2 third part of the Govern-

ment. ~ And truely not unjuftly by my
rule, for 1believe they had no lefs (gt
| one time) than a third part of the Lands
| in moft of thefe Countries, '-
Noble Ven. Pray,how did they acquire

~ H»

 thefe Lands » wasit not here by the Cha-
ontable |
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ritable donation of pious Chriftians, as it
was elfewhere 2 |
Eng. Gent. Yes, certainly, very pious
men; fome of them might be well mean-
~ ing people, but ftill fuch as were cheat-
‘ed by thefe holy men, who told them
perpetually,both in publick and private,
that they reprefented God upon Earth,
being Ordained by Authority from him
who was his Viceroy here, and that what
was given to them was given to God,
and he would repay it largely both in
this World and the next. This wheedle
made our barbarous Anceftors, newly

Inftrued in the Chriftian Faith (if this |

Religion may be called fo, and fucking
i this foolith Doétrine more than the
Dolrine of Chrift) fo zealous to thefe
Vipers, that they would have pluckt
 out their eyes to {erve them, much more
beftow, as they did, the fruitfulleft and
belt fituate of their pofleffions upon
them : Nay, fome they perfwaded to
take upon them their Callings, vow
Chaftity, and give all they had to them,

~ and become one of them,amongft whom,
I believe, they found no more fanchity
than they left in the World. ~ But this

18] -
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15 nothing to another trick they had,

which was to infinuate into thé moft
notorious and execrable Villains, with
Wl:llch that Age abounded ; Men, who
being Princes, and other great Men (for
fuch were the Tools they work'd with)
had treacheroufly poifoned, or - other-
wife murdered their neareft Relations
Fathers, Brothers, Wives, to reign, or
enjoy their Eftates ; ‘Thefe they did ',peré
fwade 1nto a belief, zhas if they had a
defire to be Jfav'd, ﬂotwithﬂanaéég their
execrable Villanies, they need but pakz*
with  fome of thofe” great  poffeffions
(which they had acquired by thofe ats)
to their Bifbopricks or Monafteries, and
.zt/ye)/ would pray for their Souls, and
they were [o bo?/ and acceptaéle )
God, that be would deny t/aemw,ﬂot/:z'n(g;
which they immediately performed, fo
great was the ignorance and blindnefs
of that Age ; and you fhall hardly find
inthe flory of thofe times, any great
Mmaﬁeg',‘ Abbey, or other ‘R.elzgz'ouf |
#onfe inany of thefe Countries (I {peak
confidently , as to what concerns our
own Saxos) that had not its Founda-
tion from fome fuch Original. o

Hi3 Dt
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Doit. A worthy beginning of a wor-
thy Race!

Noble Ven. Sir,you maintain a ftrange
Pofition here, That it had been better
there had been no Clergy : Would you
have had no Gofpe! preached, no Sacra-
ments, N0 continuance of Chriftian Reli-
gion in the World ? or do you think that

~ thefe things cotlld have been withouta

Succeffion of the trué Priefthood or(as you
call it,of true Miniftry) by means of Or-
dination > do’s not your own Church hold
the fame? , o
Eng. Gent. You will know more of
my Church, when T have told you what
I find the word Church to fignifie in
Scripture , which is to me the only rule
of Faith, Wor(bip, and Manners ; neither
do I feek thefe aditional helps,of Fathers,
Councels, or Ecclefiaffical hiftory, much
Aefs Tradition : for fince it is faid in the
word of God it felf, That Antichrift did
begin to work even in thofe days; 1 can

eafily believe that he had brought his

Work to fome’ petfetion, before the

word Church was by him applied to the
Clergy : Tihall therefore tell you what
I conceive that Church, \CZergy, and Ord;-

[103] |
nation, {ignified in the Apoftolical times.
I find then the word Church in the New

Teftament taken but in two fences ; the.

firlt, for the waiverfal Invifible Church,
called fometimes of the Firft-dorn ; that

is, the whole number of the true Fol-

lowers of Chrift in the World, where-
ever refident, or into what part foever

difperfed. The other " fignification of
Church is an Affembly , which though it

be fometimes ufed to exprefs any Meet-

#1gs (even unlawfill & tumultuous ones)

as well in Scripture as prophane Au-
thors; yet it is more frequently under-
ftood, for a gathering together to the
Dutics of Prayer, Preaching, and Break-
ing of Bread ;" and the whole Number
fo Congregated is, both in the A&s of
the Apoftles, and in their holy Epiftles;
called the Church; nor is there the leaft
colour for appropriating that word to

the Paffors and Deacons, who fince the
Corruptions of Chriftian Religion are call-

ed Clergy; which word in the OId Teft-
ament 1s ufed, {ometimes for Gods whole
Pegple, and fometimes for the 7ribe of
Levi, out-of which the Priefts were
chofen : for the word fignifiesa Loz ; fo
R H 4 | that
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that 7ribe is called Gods Lot becaufe they
had no thare alotted them when the
Land was divided,but were to live upon
Tythe, and ferve in the fun&ions of their
Religionand be Singers,Porters,Butchers,
Bakers,and Cooks , for the Sacrifices,®'.
So that this 7ribe was ftiled Clergy but
figuratively,and theAllegory pafled into
the New Teftament, where the Saints
are fometimes called Clergy, but never
the Paffors or Deacons, who were far
from pretending in thofe days to come
in the place of the Adaronical Priefthood.
'The word Ordination in Scripture figni-

fies lifting up of hands,and is ufed, firft,

for the giving a Suffrage, which inall po-
pular Affemblies was done by ftretch-
ing out the hand (as it is in the Com-
mon-Hall of Loudon.) 1n the next place
it is applied to the Order or Decree
made by the Suffrage fo given, which

 was then (and is yet teo in all Modern

Languages) called an Ordinapce, and the
Suffrage it {elf Ordination ; which word
proves that the firft Chriftian Churches
were Democratical ; that is, That the
whole Congregation had the Choice in this,
as well as the Severaign Authority in all
e e

i

Excommunications, and all other matters
whatfoever that could occur ; for in all
Ariftocratical Commonwealths the word
for choice, is Keirothefta, or Fmpofition of
hands, (for fo the Election of all Mag;-
{trates and Officers was made) and not
Keirotonie. 'Thele Paflors and other
Oficers did not pretend to be by virtue
of fuch Choice of a peculiar profeffion
different from other Men, (as their Fol-
lowers have done fince Antichrifts Reign)
but were onely called and appointed (by

the Congregations approval of their gifts

or parts ) to inftruct or feed the Flock,
vifit the fick, and perform all other
Offices of a true Miniffer (that is,Servant)
of the Ggfpel: at other times they fol-
lowed the bufinefs of their own Zrades

and Profeffions;and the Chriffians in thofe . |
times (which none will deny to have

been the pureft of the Church) did never
dream that a true Paffor ought to pre-

tend to any Succeffion, to qualifie him

for the Minzftry of the word ; or that the.
Idle and Ridiculous Ceremonies ufed in
your Charch (and {lill continued in that
which you are pleafed to call mine)were-
any way eflential or conducing to Ca-

pacitate a perfon to be a true Preacher or

Nna:C
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Difpencer of the Chriftian Faith. And
I cannot fufficiently -admire why our
Clergy, who very juftly refufe to believe
the Miracle which is pretended to be

wrought in Zranfubftantiation, becaufe

they lee both the Wafer and the Wine
to have the fame Suéffance, and the fame

Accidents (after the Prieft has mumbled

words - over thofe Elements) as they had
before, and yet will believe that the
fame kind of Spell or Charm in Ordinati-
on can have the Efficacy to Metamor-
phofz apoor Lay-Ideot into a Heavenly
Creature ; notwithitanding that we find

“in them the fame humane Nature, and
the fame Neceffizies of it, to which they

were fubject Lefore fuch Transformation ;
nay, the fame Debauch, Profannefs, Igno-
rance,and Difability to preach the Gofpel.

Noble Ven. Sir, this difcourfe is very

new to me. I muft confefs I am much

inclined to joyn with you in believing,
that the power Priejts Exercife over

Mankind, with the Furifdiltion they pre-
tend to over Princes and States, may be -

a ufurpation ; but that-they {hould not
have a Divine Call to ferve at the Alzar,

or that any perfon can pretend to per- - |
. ' form |

[ r07]
form thofe Sacred Funtions without be-
ing duly Ordained,feems very ftrange.
Eng. Gent. 1am not now to difcourfe
of Religion; it is never very civil to do
{o in Converfation of perfons of a diffe-
rent belief; neither can it be of any be-
nefit towards a Roman Catholick, for if
his Confcience fhould be never. {o cleer-
ly convinc'd, he is not yet Mafler of his
own Fuaith, having given it up to his
Church, of whora he muft ask /eave to be
a Convert, whichhe will be fure neverto -
obtain ; But if you have the Curiofity
when you come amongft the learned i
your own Country (for amongft our Or-

' dination-Mongers, there is a great {carcity

of Letrers and other good Parts) you
may pleafe to take the Bible, which you
acknowledg to be the Word of God as
well as we, and intreat fome of them to
fhew you any paffage, the plain and ge-
nuine fenfe of which can any way evince
this Succeffion, this Ordination, or this
Priefthood, we are now fpeaking of ; and

| when you have done,if you will let your
| own excellent Reafon and Difeour/fe judg,
| and not your Prieff, (who is too much,
| concerned in point of Intereft) I make

no
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no doubt but you will be convinced that
the pretence to the difpenfing of Divine
things by virtue of a bumane Conftitution ,

nation practifed by your Bifbops and ours
(who defcend and fucceed from one and

the fame Mother) s as little Juftifiable by

Scripture and Reafon, and full as great a
Chear and Tfurpation , as the Empire
which the Ecclefafticks pretend to over
the Confciences and perfons of men, and
‘the Exemption from all Secular power.

" Noble VenWell,Sir,though neither my
Faith nor my Reafor can come up to

what you hold, yet the Novelty and the

grace of this Argument has delighted me
extreamly : and if that be a Sin,as I fear
it is,I muft confefs it to my Prieft ; but 1
ask your pardon firft, for putting you
upon this long Deviation. ’

 Eng. Gent. Well, this Digreffion is
not without its ufe, for it will thorten
our bufinefs (which is grown longer
than Ithought it would have been) tfor
I thall mention the Clergy no more,
but when-ever I fpeak of Peeragg, pray
take notice that T mean both Lords Spi-
ritual and Temporal, fince they ftand

both

—e
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| both upon the fame foot of Property.
{ Butifyou pleafe, I will fall immediate-
m, | ly to difceurfe of the Government of
and {o ridiculous a one too, as the Ordi- |

England,and fay no more of thofe of our
Neighbours, than what will fall in by
the way,or be hinted to me by your De-

mands ; for the time runs away,and I

know the Doffor muft be at home by
noon, where he gives daily charitable
audience to an Infinity of poor people,
who have need of his help, and who
fend or come for it, ngt ‘having the con-
fidence to fend for him, fince they have
nothing to give him; though he be very
liberal too ot his Vifits to fuch, where
he has any knowledg of them : But I

cerned at the Juft Teftimony I bear to
his Charity. The Soveraign Power of
England then, is in King, Lords, and
Commons. The Parliaments, as they-
are now conflituted, thatis, the affign-
ing a ehoice to fuch a2 Number of Bur-

-roughs, as alfo the manner and form of

Electionsand Returns, did come in, as
fuppofe, in the time of Henry the third,
where now our Stature-Book begins ;
and T muft confefs, I was inclined to

be-

- {pare his Modefty, which I fee is con-

S
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believe, that before that time, our Yeo-
manry or commonalty had not formally
affembled in Parliament, but been vir-
tually included, and reprefented by the
Peers, upon whom they depended :

but I am fully convinced, that it was |

otherwife,by the learned Difcourfes late-
ly publifht by Mr. Perit of the Temple,
.and Mr. Attwood of grays-Inne, being
Gentlemen whom Ido mention hbono-
ris caufa ; and really they deferve to be
" honor’d, that theywill {fpare fome time
from. the Mechanical part of their Cal-
lings (which is- to affit Clients with
Counfel, and to plead their Caufes, and
which I acknowledg likewife to be
honourable) to ftudy the true Intereft
of their Country, and to fhow how an.
cient the Rights of the People in England
‘are, and that in a time when neither
Profit nor Countenance can be hop'd for

from {o ingenious an undertaking. But

1beg pardon for the deviation. Of the
three branches of Soveraign Power
which Politicians mention , which are
Ena&ing Laws, Levying of Taxes, and
making War and Peace , the two firft of
them are indifputably in the Parliament;

[ rxr]
and when I fay Parliament, I ever in-
tend with the King. The laft has been
ufually exercisd by the Prince, if he can
do it with his own Money : yet becaufe
even in that Cafe it may be ruinous to
the Kingdom, by expofing it toan In-
vafion, many have affirmed that fucha
Power cannot be by the true and anci-
cnt free Government of England, fup-
pofed to be Intrufted in the hands of
oneman: And therefore we feein di-
vers Kings Reigns , the Parliament has
been Confulted, and their advice ta-

e ——

| kenin thofe matters that have either

concerned War or Leagues; And that if
it hasbeen omitted, Addrefles have been
made to the king by Parliaments, either

| tomake war or peace,according to what

they thought profitable to the publick.
Sothat T will not determine whether
that power which draws fuch confe-
quences after it, Le by the genuine
fence of our Laws in the Prince or no -
aldloughlknow of no Statute or fo’it:z -
ten Record which makes it otherwife,
That which is undoubtedly the Kings
Right.or prerogative, is to Call and Di-
folvjc Parliaments, to prefide in them, to

ap-

and
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approve of all Ats madeby them, and
to put in Execution, as Supream or So-
veraign Magiftrate, in the Intervals of
Parliaments, and during their Sitting, all
Laws made by them, as alfo the Com-
mon Law ; for which Caufe he has the
nomination of all Inferiour Officers and
Minifters under him, excepting fuchas
by Law or Charter are eligible other-
wife; and the Power of the Sword, to
force Obedience to the Judgements
‘given both in Criminal and Civil Caufes.
Doét. Sir, You have made us a very
abfolute Prince ; what have we left us 2
if the King have all this Power, what
do our Liberties or Rights fignifie when-
ever he pleafes 2 | |
- Eng. Gent. This Objection, Doflor,.
makes good what I faid before, that
your skill did not terminate in the bo-
dy natural, but extend to the Politick ;
for a more pertinent Interrogatory could
~ never have been made by Plato or A4-
riffotle : In anfwer to which, you may

pleafe to underftand, That when thefe | ge,e1 of 171 :
‘Conftitutions were firft made, our An- f 0. 4 W}Z l’”’”{ and poffibly in his
ceftors were 2 plain-hearted, well-mean- | oo £iere began fome Invafions
ceftors were a plain-hearted, well-mean- § spe Rionec e 2 o fions upormr
ing People, without Court-referves or f .. G,g)iev 1 the Kingdom, which be- -
2 N tricks, | © ances, am%* afterwards Com-

e _phints
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| ;ncks, who having made choice of this
ort of Government, and having Power
cnough in theit hands to make it take

place, did not forefeg, or imagine, that
any thoughts of Invading their Rights
could enter into the Princes Head ; nor

gq-l read that it ever did, till the Norman
| ¢ came to Reign ; which coming in

by Treaty, it was obvious there

no Conqueft made upon any but [“:ZS
rolo{, in whofe ftead William the Firft
came, and would claim no more after his
V1&pry, than what Zarold enjoy’d, ex-
cepting that he might confifcate (as he

| did) thofe great men who took part
| with the wrong Title, and French-men

§ Were put into their Eftates;which thoush
| 1t made in this Kingdom a mixture bge~

| tween Normans and Saxons, yet produ-
| ced no Change or Innovation in the Ga

vernment ; the Normay Peers being as

| tenacious of their Liberties, and as aive

;111 the recovery of them to the full, as
e Saxon Families were. Soon after the

4
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plants and Difcontents, which grew to
that height, that the Peers were fain
to ufe their Power, that is, Arm their
Vaflals to defend the Government;
whileft the Princes of that Age firft
King Fobn, and then Henry the Thlrslé
got Force together. The Barons call
O Lewis the Dauphin, whilft the King
would have given away the Kingdom
to the Sarazens, as he did to the Pope,
and armed their own Creaturess fo that
a bloody War enfued, for almoft forty
years, off and on; as may be read i
our Hiftory : The fuccefs was, that the
Barons or Peers obtained 10 the clofe
two Charters or Laws for the afcertain-
ing their Rights, by which neither their
Lives, Liberties, or Eftates, could ever
~ be in danger any more from any Arbi-
tary Power in the Princes and fo the

was before this time 1 of
Nature, onely written inthe hearts' of

good Government likegthe Law of

chufe but happen fome encroachment
upon them: but o long as the Peers
kept their greatnefs, there was no brea-
ches but what were immediately made
up in Parliament; which when-ever
they aflembled, did in the firft place con-
firm the Charters, ang made very often
Interpretations upon them, for the be-
nefit of the People; witnefs the Statute
de Tallagio non concedends, and many
others. But to come nearer the giving
the Doltor an anfwer, you may pleate
to underftand, that not long after the
framing of thefe forementioned Char-
ters, there did arife a Grievance not
forefeen or provided for by them; and
it was fuch an one that had beatep
down the Government at once, if it
had not been Redrefled in an Orderly
way. This was the Intermiffton of Par-
liaments, which could not be called but
by the Prince ; and he not doing of it,
they ceaft to be Aflembled for fome
years: if this had not been fpeedily re-
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Men, came to be'exp.reﬁ in .Parchmenli; S ;
ond remaina Record in Writing ; thougll | medied, the Barons muft have put on |
thefe Charters gave us no ore thaigl | their Armour again ; for who can Ima- |
what was our own before. After thefe | gine that fuch brisk Affertors of their
Charters were made, there could not .nghts- could have acquiefcedinan Q-

> | chufe | | 12 miffion |
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miffion that ruind the Foundation of
the Government, which confifting
of King, Lords, and Commons, and
having at that time Marched near Five
hundred years upon three Leggs, muft
then have gone on hopping upon onc ;
which could it have gone forward (as
was impoffible whileft Property conti-
ued where it was) yet would have rid
but a little way. Nor can it be won-
derd at, that our great Men made no
provifion againft this Grievance in their
Charters, becaufe it was impofiible for
_them to imagine that their Prince, who
had fo good a fhare in this Government,
fhould go about to deftroy it, and to
take that burdeh upon himfelf, which
by our Conftitution was un leniably to
be divided between himard h's Subjects :
* And; therefore divers of the great Men
of thofe times fpeaking with that ex-
cellent Prince King Edward the Firft a-
bout it, he, to take away from his Peo-

ple all fear and apprehenfion that he in-

“tended to changg the Ancient Govern-

" ment, called {peedily a Parliament, and

in it confented to a Declaration of the
Kingdoms Right in that point ; with- i
v » out [f

[rr17 ]
out the clearing of which, all our other
Laws had been ufelefs, and the Govern-
ment it felf +00 ; :of which the Parlia-
ment is (at the leaft) as Effential a part
as the Prince ; fo that there paffed a Law
in that Parliament that one fhould be
held every year, and oftner if need be;
which like another Magna Clarta, was
confirmed by. a new At made in the
time of £dward the Third, that glorious
Prince : nor wereithere any Sycophants

in thofe days, who durft pretend Loy- -
alty by ufing Arguments to prove that
it was againft the Royal Prerogative,’
fqr the Parliament to entrench upon the
Kings Right of calling and Diflolving
vof Payhame,nts; as if there were a Pre-
rogative in the Crown, to chufe whe-

| ther ever a Parliament fhould aflemble,

or no; I would defire no more, if I
were a Prince,to make me Grand Seigani-

or. Soonafter this laft Act, the King,

by reafon of his Wars with France and

Scotland, and other great Affairs, was .

forced fometimes to end his Parliaments
abruptly, and leave bufinefs undore,
(and this not out of Coust-tricks, which
were then unknown) which produced

I3 ano-
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another A& not long after, by which

it was .provided, That no Parliament
fhould be difmift, till all the Petitions
were anfwered ; That is, in the Lan-
guage of thofe times, till all the Bills
(which were then ftyled Petitions) were
finithed. : |
Doét. Pray, Sir, give me a little ac-
- count of thislaft A& you fpeak of;forl
have heard in Difcourfe from many
Lawyers, that they believe there is no
" fuch.
Eng. Gen. 'Truly, Sir, I fhall con-
fefs toyou, that Idonot find this Law
inany of our Printed Statute-Books
but that which firft gave me the know-
ledg of it was, what was faid about
three years ago'in the Houfe of Com-
" mons, by a worthy and Learned Gen-
“tleman, who undertook to produce the
Record in the Reign of Richard the Se-
cond; and fince T have queftioned many
Learned Counfellors about it, who tell
‘me thereis fuch a one;" and one of them,
who is counted a Prerogative-Lawyer,
faid it was fo, but that A& was made in
Fa&ious times.  Befides, I think it will
be granted, that for. fome time after,

e i 7 2 R e i ,,-:an> A ; r

and particularly in the Reigns of Henry

the 42b,Henry the s¢h,and Henry the 625, ’

it was ufual for a Proclamation to be
made in Weftminfter-Hall, before the
end of every -Seffion, that all thofe

that had any matter to prefent to the

Parliament, fhould bring it in before
fuch a day, for otherwife the Parlia-
ment at that day fhould determine.
But if there were nothing at all of this,
nor any Record extant concerning it;
yet T muft believe that it is fo by the
Fundamental Law of this Government,
which muft be lame and imperfect with-
out it; for it is all one to have no Par-
liaments at all but when the Prince
pleafes, and to allow a power in him
to difmifs them when he will, that is,
when they refufe to do what he will;
(o that if there be no «Statute, it is cer-
tainly becaufe our wife Anceftorsthought
there needed none, but that by the very
Eflence and Conftitution of the Govern-
ment it is provided for : and this we may
call (if you had rather have it fo) the

Common-Law, which is of as much va-

Jue (if not more) than any Statute, and
of which all our good Ats of Parliamen:{: |
~ | an

14
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and Magna Charta it felf is but Declara-
tory ; fo that your Objetion is fuffici-
ently afwered in this, That though
the King isintrufted with the formal part
of fummoning and pronouncing the
Diffolution of Parliaments , which is
done by his Writ, yet the Laws (which
oblige him as well as us) have deter-
min'd how and when he fhall do it;

which is enough to fhew, that the ng&

fhare in the Soveralgnty, that is, in the
Parliament, is cut out to him by the

Law, and not leftat his difpofal. Now
- Tcome to the Kings part in the Intervals
of Parliament.

Nodle Ven. Sir, before you do fo,

“pray tell us what other Prerogatives the

King enjoys in the Government for o-
therwife, I who am a Penetian, may be

apt to think that our Doge, who is calld

our Prince, may have as much Power as
yours.

Eng. Gent. 1T am in a fine condmon
among(t you with my Politicks : the Do-
¢tor tells me I have made the King Ab-

folute, and now you tell meI have made

hima Doge of Penice ; But when your .

Prince has Eower to d1fpofe of the Pub-

ick

lick Revenue, to nameall Ofﬁcérs Eccles

fiaftical and Civil that are of truft and
profit in the Kingdom, and to difpofe

| abblutely of the whole Militia by Sea
| and Land, then we will allow him to e

like ours, who hasall thefe Powers.
Deét. Well,you puzzle me extreamly ;

for when you had afferted the King’s
Power -to the heighth, in Calling and

Diflolving Parliaments, you gave me
fuchfatistattion, and fhewed me where-
in the Law had provided, that this vaft
Prerogative could not hurt the People,

that T was fully fatisfied, and had not 2
word to fay ; Now you come about

again, and place in the Crown fuch a
Power, which in my Judgment is incon-

* fiftent with our Liberty. |
Eng. Gent. Sir,- I fuppofe you mean

chiefly the Power of the Militia, which

was, Tmuft confefs, doubtful, before a

late Statute declard it to be in the King :
For our Government hath made no o-

ther difpofal of the Militia than what

was natural, viz. That the Peersin their
feveral Counties, or Juri{dicions, had

the Power of calling together their

Va[fals, exther armed for the Wars, or

onely -
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onely o as to caufe the Law to be exe-
cuted by ferving Writs ; and in cafe of
refiftance,giving pofleflion : which Lords
amongft their own Tenants did then
perform the two feveral Offices of Lord-

Lieutenant, and Sherift ; which latter

was but the Earls Deputy, asby his Ti-

tle of Vice-Comes do’s appear. But this

-f!atter being of daily neceffity,and Juftice

it felf, that is, the Lives, Liberties and

Eftates of all the People in that County

depending upon it, when the greatnefs

of the Peers decay’d (of which we fhall

have occafion to fpeak hereafter) the

Eletting of Sherift was referred to.the
‘County-Court, where it continued tili
it was placed where it now is by a Sta-
tute. For the other part of the Militia,
which is, the Arming the People for

‘War, it was de falto exercifed by Com-
‘miffion from the King, to a Lord-Lieute-
-nant (as an image ot the Natural Lord)
and other Deputies; and it was tacitely
‘confented to, thongh it were never fet-
ded by Statute (as I faid before) till His
Majefties happy Reftauration. But to
‘anfwer you, I {hall fay, That whatever
Powers are in the Crown, whether by
- _Statute
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Statute or by old Prefcription, they are,
and muft be underftood to be intrufted
in the Prince, for the prefervation of
the Government, and for the fafety and

intereft of the People ; and when either

the Militia, which is given him for the
execution and fupport of the Law, fhall
be imploy’d by him to fubvertit (asin
the cafe of Ship-Money it was) orthe
Treafure fthall be mifapply’d, and made
the Revenue of Courtiers and Syco-
phants (as in the time of Edward the Se-
cond) or worthlefs or wicked People {ball
be put into the greateft places, as in the
reign of Richard the Second; In this cafe,
though the Prince here cannot be que-

ftionable for it (as the Kings were in

Sparta, and your Doges I believe would

| be) yet it isa great violation of the truft
| repofed inhim by the Government, and
a making that Power, which is given

him by Law, unlawful in the Executi-
on. And the frequent examples of Ju-
ftice inflied in Parliament upon the
King’s Minifters for abufing the Royal

Power, fhews plainly that fuch autho-

ity is pot left in his hands to ufe as he

\ pleafes. Nay, there have befallen ad
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troubles and dangers to fome of thefe
Princes themfelves, who have abufed
their Poweg to the prejudice of the Sub-
je&ts ; which although they are no way
juftifiable, yet may ferve for an In-
ftruction to Princes, and an example
not to hearken to ruinous Councils :
for men when they are enraged do not
always confider Juftice of Religion, paf-
fion being as natural to manas reafon
and vertue, which wasthe Opinion of

divine Machiavil. 'To anfweryou then, |
I fay, That though we do allow fuch }

Powers in the King. yet {ince they are
given him for edification and not de-
ftru&ion, and cannot be abufed without
great danger to his Minifters, and even
to himfelf; we may hope that they can
never be abufed but ina broken Govern-
ment : And if ours be fo (as we fhall fee
anon) the fault of the ill execution of
our Laws is not to be imputed either
to the Prince or his Minifters; except-
ing that the latter may be, as wefaid
before, juftly punifhable for not ad-
vifing the Prince to confent to them end.
ing the frame ; of which we fhall talk
more hereafter : but in the mean time I

owill

[r25]-
will come to the Kings other Preroga-
tives, as having all Royal Mines, the
being ferv’d firft before other Creditors
where mony is due to him, and to
havea fpeedier and eafier way than his
Subjeéts to recover his debts and his
Rents, &c. But to fay all in one word,

- when there arifes any doubt whether

any thing be the king’s Prerogative or
no, this is the way of deciding it, viz.
'To confider whether it be for the good
and proteltion of the people that the
King have fuch a Power ; For the defi-
nition of Prerogative isa confiderable

-part of the Common Law, by which

Power is put into the Prince for the pre-
fervation of his People. And if it be not
for the good of his Subjects, it is not Pre-
rogative, not Law, for our Prince has
no Authority of hisown, but what was
firft intrufted in him by the Govern-
ment, of which he is Head ; nor isit to
beimagined that they would give him
more Power than what was neceffary to
Govern them. For example, the power
of pardoning Criminals condemned, is
of fuch ufe to theLives and Eftatesofthe
People, that without it many would be

expofed
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" tleman convited

litioufly {poken.

expofed to die unjuitly 5 AS lately a
poor Gentleman,
Harangue of a Strepitous Lawyer was

found guilty of Murder,
never kiPd'; or if he had, the fact had

been but Man-flaughter ; and he had

who by means of the

for a Man he

been inevitably murdered himfelf, if his
Majefty had not been gracioufly pleafed

‘to extend his Royal Mercy to him; As

he did likewife vouchfafe todotoa Gen-
for {peaking words
he never utterd; or if he had fpoken
them, they were but foolifhly, not max(
On the other fide, ifa
Controverfie fhould arife, asit didinthe
beginning of the laft Parliament, be-
tween the Houle of Commons, and the
Prerogative-Lawyers, about the choice
of their Speaker, thefe latter having in-
terefted his Majefty inthe Conteft, and
made him, by confequence, difoblige, in
Limine, 2 very Loyalanda very Worthy
Parliament ; and for what? for a
ftion, which if you will decide 1t the
right way, will be none:: for fetting afide
the Prefidents, and the Hiftory when

the Crown fir{t pretended to any {hare
which Ar-

in the. Choice of a Speaker,
A gument

Que-

1277

gument was very well handled by fome

of the Learned Patriots then

have leave to ask, what man éarll V;l?élvlj
and what reafon can be alledged, Wh):
the protectionand welfare of the People
fhould require that a Prerogative fhould
be in the Prince to chufe the Mouth of'
the qufe-of Commons, when there is
no particular perfon in his whole Domi-
nion that would not think it againft his
intereft , if the Government had givlenv

~ the King Power to nominate his Bayliff,

his Attorney, or his Referree in any Ar-
bitration ? Certainly there can be no ad-
vantage either to the Soveraign or his
Subjects, that the perfon whofe Office it
1s to put their deliberations into fittin

words, and exprefs all their requefts t%’
his Majefty, fhould not be entirely in
their own Eletion and appointment
which there is the more reafon for
too , becaufe the Speakers for ma-
ny years paft have received Inftru-
¢tions from the Court, and have bro-
ken the Priviledges of the Houfe, by
revealing their Debates, Adjourilin' -'
them without a Vote, and committe%
many other Mifdemeanours, by which

,thEy |

“m




i

e AT s

o, MWM
i

the Statutes .made by

.« that mightaccrue to the Kingdom by

S

RN ‘_

¢ beg ) ill underftand-
+hev have begotten an ill un |
litfllgyb?t\;een ?he King and his Houfe of

 Commons, to the infinite prejudice both

of his Majefties Affairs, and his People.

Since 1 have given this rule to Judge

Prerogative by, 1 thall fay nohmlcge :g
it: for as to what concerns the AIng

: . : . . -t
" Office in the Intervals of Parliament, 1
| ggzcheoi?y Minifterial, and 1s barely to

put in Execution the Common Law and

Power, that is, by H1r_n.felf and ,FgfePag;
liament, without varying one ti 1e€’,cin |
i T W i
the Execution Of hatlo
2:1}3 ]::f this he is Solemqu Swotn at tlﬁ]g
Coronation : And all his Pow¢r mVMCh
 behalf isin him by Common Law,wh

" is Reafon it felf, written as well in the

‘hearts of rational Men, as in the Law-
rers Books. <

" Noble Ven. Sir, T have heard much

talk of the Kings Negative Voice 11

 parliaments, which in my Opinton is as

| Power to t te, when he
much as a Power to froftrate, w

pleafes, all the endeavours and labours

of his People, and to prevent any good

 bav

the Soveraign |

| [ 129]

having the right to meet in Parliament :
for certainly, if we in Penice had placed
any fuch Prerogativein our Duke, or
| nany of our Magiftracies, we could
| not call our felves a free People.

Eng. Gent. Sir, T can anfwer you
asIdid before, that if our Kings have
fuch a Power, it ought to beufed accord-
ing to the true and genuine intent of the
Government, that is, for the Preferva-
tion and Intereft of the people, and
not for the difappointing the Counfels
of a Parliament, towards reformin
Grievances, and making provifion for

 the future execution of the Lawes ; and
whenever it isapplyed to fruftrate thofe
| ends, it is a violation of Right, and in-
fringement of the King’s Coronation-
| Oath; in which there is this Claufe, That

he thall Confirmare confuetudines, (which

1n the Latine of thofe times s leges ) quas
vulgus elegerit. 1 know fome Criticks,
who are rather Grammarians than T aw-
yers, have made a diftinGion between
elegerim and elegero, and will have it,
That the King Swears to fuch Laws as
the people fhall have chofen, and not
to thofe they fhall chufe. Butin my O-
... K pinion
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inion, if that Claufe had been intend- {4 .

ed onely to oblige the King to execute ﬂ1]es_ ancient and late; it being certajn, -

the Laws made already, it might have 1 4 F’ t both the Barons Wars, and ou ?uf]{: f
/mal Combuftions, proceeded frm; 2rim

been better expreft by fervare confuetn- | othe
dines, than by confirmare confuetudines 5 | eog t}l; caufe than the denial of the Prin
] = 1 -
4 en reigning to confent to the de-

befides that he is by anotherclaufein the 1 frecof »
fame Oath fworn toexecute allthe Laws. | fudig the States of the Kingdoth : and
But1 {hall leave this Controverfie unde- 1 of o ath been the wifdom and goo.dnef
cided ; thofe who have a defire to fee | twegf prefent gracious Prince, that ihs
more of it, may look into thofe quar- Whiczhyti}l;fzrs alﬁd fome}vhat more, for
relling Declarations, pro and con, about 1 his happv we have enjoy’d him fince
this matter, which preceded our unhap- 'ei‘cis’dplﬁz prgﬁiggféf’q? he hath not ex-

¢ oice towards more

This is cértait,
there are not to be follsmlg ggl;alsiattu}gz :ga}? one publick Bill ; and that too, w
that have pafled, without being prefent- | fed iﬁfg ;ﬁnglgued in force (ifit had p:E
ed to his Majefty,orito fome commiffion- ing for rai ; ) but for fix Weeks, be-
ed b~y him ; but‘\\v‘h‘ether fuch Addrefles | time- andlal;l;g the Militia for fo long
were intended for Refpect and Honour | are matters or the private Bills, whicl
to His Majefty, as the Speaker of the | fonabli; t}f{s s ;ia{nﬁer grace, it is uﬁreaz
Houge of . 6({)0mm(l>)ns ancﬁ thetll..ordI Itda}h | thae Right tﬁat éf; Y fhou!d be refufed
or of London are roug ttohim, Tleave | which s not to @Y_E?gll/bmqn enjoys
to the Learned to Difcourfe; onely thus | his favon nof o be obliged to difpencé
much we may affirm, That there netet 1 for this u;gir?f Efwﬁlerc} he pleafes. But
were yet any Parliamentary Requefts: | is pofible ¢} the Negative Vote, it
which did highly concern the Publicks | courfe of th 1at when e come to Dif-
prefented to any King, and by him re- | flemper, }oingufge of our Political Di-
fufed, but fuchdenials did produce very | clearing and expolagi? Wllfl‘ propofe the
ation of this matter,

py Civil Wars.

{torics
SR —_King’s

difmal effetts, as may. be feen in our H- | and of sll others shich il
_ | o ' y concern the
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Kings Power and the Peoples Rights.
‘Noble Ven. But pray, Sit have not
the Houfe of Peers a Negative Voice in
a1l Bills > how come they not to be obli-
ged to ufe it for the Publick Good 2
Eng. Gent So they are, no doubt,
and the Commons too; but there isa

valt difference between a deliberative |

Vote which the Peers have with their
Negative, and that in the Crown tO blaft
A1l without deliberating, ThePecrsare
Co-ordinate with the Commons in pre- .
fenting and hammering of Laws, and
may fend Bills down to thern,as well as

receive any

monwealths that ever Weic;
Senate affifted
and by their wifdom and dexterity, po-
fifht, fitd,and made ready things for the
mdtre populous Affemblies ; and fome-
times by their gravity and moderation;
veduced the People to a

giving the People time to COme to ther |

Calmer State, |

“and by their authority and credit ftem’d |
the Tide, and made the Waters quiet,} equals, and

, : , of AT , .

Thefe in all Civil our Neighbourhood ;

felves. And theié)ig ig we had no fuct
Peerage now upon the old Con&i?gti?):il
yet we fthould be neceffitated to make
a? artificial Peerage or Senate in ftead
E Orgs : -v}s]flnch may affure our prefent
Lords that though their Dependences
nd Power are gone, yet that we can-
EOt be without them ; and that they

ave no need to fear an annihilation b'y
;)Illlr lReformaupn, as ;they fuffered i}lrl
Wg ;te mad times. But I fhall fpeaka
v rd of the peoples Rights, and then

ew how this brave and excellent Go-

: - vernment of England c: A

from them, excepting 1} t England came to decay.
matters wherein the People are to be
in this our Government

{mitates the beft and moft perfet Com- |
where the |

:n the making of Laws, |

The People by theFunda
~ ThePe mental L
:}hat is, by the Conftitution of the ag;,
dgrnmept of England, have entire free-
X me in their Lives, Properties, and
thgn;@fgr?oxz}g 5 n;ther of which canin
| {fufter, but according to t
I%aws_already made, or to be m%d'eohm{l:
; tgr in Parliament, and duly publifht -
hz toprevent any oppreffion that might:."
3 ppenin the execution of thefe good
Tav:{sl, which are our Birth-right, all
ryals muft be by twelve Men of our
Caufes judge abfolute-
Ky Iy
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ty, and decide the matter of Facl, upon
which the matter of Law depends; but
if where matter of Law is in queftion,
thefe twelve Men fhall refufe to find a
fpecial Verdit at -the direction of the
Court, the Judge cannot Controul 1,
but their Verdi®t muft be Recorded.
But of thefe matters, as alfo of Demur-
vers,Writs of Errour,and Arrefts of Judg-
ment, &c. I have difcours'd to this Gen-
tleman (who is a Stranger) before now ;
neither do’s the underftanding of the
Execution of our Municipal Laws at all
belong to this difcourfe : Onely it is to
be noted, that thefe Juries, or twelve
Men, in all Trialsor Caufes which are
Criminal,have abfolute Power,both as to
matter of Law and Fat (except the Par-
ty by Demurrer confefs the matter of
“Fat, and take it out of their hands.)
And the firft queftion the Officer asks
the Foreman, when theyall comein to
deliver their Verdick; is this,Is he Guilty
in manner or form as he is Indicted, or
not Guilty 2 which fhews plainly, that

they are to Examine and Judge, as well

whether, and how far the Faét commit-
ted is Criminal, as whether the perfon

[135]

| charged hath committed that Fa&. But

though by the Corruption of thefe times
(the infallible confequences of a broken
frame of Government) this Office of the
Juries and Right of Englifbmen have been
of late queftion’d,yet it hath been ftrong-
ly and effetually vindicated by a learned
Author of late, to whom I refer you for
more of this matter. 1{hall fay no more
of the Rights of the People, but this one
thing, That neither the King, nor any
by Authority from him, hath any the
leaft Power or Jurifdiltion over any
Englifbman, -but what the Law gives

them ; and that although all Commifii-

onsand Writs go out in the King’s name,

b yet his Majefty hath no right to Iflue

out any Writ. (with advice of his Coun-
cil, or otherwife) excepting what come
out of his Courts; nor to alter any
Claufe ina Writ, or add any thing toit.
And if any perfon fhall be {o wicked as
to do any Injuftice to the Life, Liber-
ty, or Eftate of any Englifbman , by any
private command of the Prince, the
perfon agrieved, or his next of kin (if -
he be aflaffinated) fhall have the fame
remedy againft the Offender, as he -

R 4 ought
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ought to have had by the good Laws
of this Land, if there had been no fuch
Command given ; which-would be ab-
folutely void and null, and underftood
not to proceed from that Royal and
lawful Power which is vefted in his Ma-
jefty for the Execution of Juftice, and
the protection of his People.

Doct. Now I fee you have done with
all the Government of England ; pray
before you proceed to the decay of it,
Jet me ask you what you think of the
Chancery, whether you do not be-
lieve it a Solecifm in  the Politicks to
have fuch a Court amongft a free
People ; what good will Magna C barta,
the Petition of Right, or St. Edwards

Tawsdo usto defend our Property, if |

it muft be entirely fubjected to the ar-

bitrary difpofal of one man, whenever

any lmpertinent or petulant perfon
fhall put in a Bill againft you : How in-
confiftent is this ‘Tribunal with all that
hath been faid in defence of our rights,
or can be faid » Suppofe the Prince fhould
in time to come fo little refpect his own
honour and the Intereft of his People, as
to place a covetous or revengeful perfon

[r37]
in that great Judicatory, what remedy
have we againft the Corruption of Regi-
{ters , who make what Orders they
pleafe ; Or againft the whole Hierarchy
of Knavifh Clerks, whilft not only the
punifhing and reforming mifdemeanours
depend upon him, who may without
controul be the moft guilty himfelf, but
that all the Laws of England {tand there
arraigned before him, and may be con-
demned when he pleafes > Ts there, or

ever was there any fuch Tribunal in the

World before, in any Countrey 2

Eng. Gent. Dodlor, 1 find you have
had a Suit in Chancery, but I do not
intend to contradi¢t or blame your Or-
thodox Zeal in this point : This Court

is one of thofe Buildings that cannot

be repaired, but muft be demolifhed.
I could inform you how excellently mat-
ters of Equity are Adminiftred in other
Countries ; And this worthy Gentleman
could tell you of the Venerable Quaran-
zia’s in his City, where the Law as well
as the Faét, is at the Bar, and fubject to
the Judges, and yet no complaint made
or grievance fuffered: but this is not a
place for,it this is but the fuperftructure;
E “78:
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we muft fettle the foundation firft ; every
thing elfe is as much out of Order as this.
Trade is gone, Suits are endlefs, and
nothing amongt us harmonious : but all
will come right when our Government
is mended, and never before, thoughour
Judges were all Angels: thisis the prz-
mum querite ; when you have this,all o-
ther things fhall be added unto you;
when that is done, neither the Chance-
ry (whichis grown up to this fince our

_ Anceftorstime) nor the Spiritual Courts,
nor the Cheats intrade, nor any other
abufes, no not the Gyant Popery it felf,
{hall ever be able to ftand before a Par-
liament, no more than oneof uscan live
like a Salamander in the fire.

Noble Ven. Therefore, Sir, pray let

us come now to the decay of your Go-
wvernment, that we may come the fooner
“to the happy reftauration. |

" Eng. Gent. 'This harmonious Govern-
_ment of England being founded .as has
‘been faid upon Property, it was impof-
fible it fhould be fhaken, fo long as Pro-
“perty remain’d where it was placed : for
if, when the ancient Owners the Brz-
tains fled into the Mountains, and left

- their

{1391

their Lands to the Invaders (who divi-

ded them, asis above related) they had

| made an Agrarian Law- to fix it; then

our Government, and by confequence

| our Happinefs had been for ought we

know Immortal : for our Conftitution,
as it was really a mixture of the three,
which are Monarchy, Ariftocracy, and De-
mocracy (as has been faid) fo the weight
and predominancy remain’d in the Opzi-
macy, who poflefled nine parts in ten of
the Lands; And the Prince but about a
tenth part. In this I count all the Peo-
ples fhare to the Peers, and therefore do
not trouble my felf to enquire what pro-
portion was allotted to them, for that al-
though they had an Hereditary right in .
their Lands, yet it was fo clogd with
Tenures and Services, that they depend-
ed, asto publick matters, wholly on

| their Lords, who by them could ferve

the king in his Wars; and in time of
Peace, by leading the people to what
they pleafed: Could keep the Royal
Power within its due bounds, and alfo
hinder and prevent the people fromIn-
vading the Rights of the Crown; fo that
they were the Bulwarks of the Govern-

ment;
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ment, which in effe was much more
an Ariffocracy, than eithera Monarchy or
Democracy: and in all Governments,
where Property is mixt, the Adminiftra-
tion isfo too : And that part which hath
the greater fhare in the Lands, will have
it too in the JurifdiGion- And fo in Com-
monwealths, the Senate or the People
have more or lefs Power, as they have

~ more or fewer pofleffions; as was moft

vifible in Rome, where in the beginning,
the Patricii could hardly bring the Peo-
ple to any thing ; but afterwards, when
the Aftatick Conquefts had inricht the
Nobility to that degree, that they were
able to purchafe a great part of the Lands
in Jtaly,the People were all their Clients,
and eafily brought even to cut the
throats of their Redeemers the Gracchi,
who had carried a Law for reftoring
them their Lands. But enough of this be-
fore. I will not trouble my felf nor you,to
fearch into the particular caufes of this

change, which hasbeen madeinthe pof- |

{effions here in England ; butit is vifible

‘that the fortieth part of the Lands which
were at the beginning in the hands of the

Peers and Church, is not there now ; be-

[ 141 ]
fides that ot only all Villanage is Iong
{ince abolithed, but the other Tenures
are fo altered and qualified, that they fig-
nifie nothing towards making the Yeo-
manry depend upon the Lords. The
confequence is, That the natural part of
our Government, which is Power, is by
means of Property in the hands of the

‘People, whileft the artificial part, or the

Parchment, in which the Form of Go-
vernment is written, remains the fame.
Now Artis a very good fervant and help
to Nature, but very weak and inconfide-
rable, when fhe oppofes her, and fights
with her : it would ke a very Zmpar con-
gre(fus, between Parchment and Power :
This alone is the caufe of all the diforder
you heard of, and now fee in England,
and of which every man gives a reafon
according to his own fancy, whileft few
hit the right caufe: fome impute all to
the decay of Trade, others to the
growth of Popery; which are both great
Calamities, but they are Effects, and not
Caufes; And if in private Families there
were the fame caufes, there would Le the
fame eflets. Suppofe now you had five
or {ix Thoufand pounds a year, asitis ,
pro-
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- Steward, another to your Clerkofthe
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probable you have, and keep forty Ser-
vants, and at length, by your neglect,
and the induftry and thrift of your Do-
mefticks, you fell one Thoufand to your

Kitchen, another to your Bayliff, till all
were gone ; can you believe that thefe

Servants, when they hd {o good Eftates -

of their own, and you nothing left to

give them, would continue to live with

you, and to do their fervice as before?
Itis juft fo with awhole Kingdom. In
our Anceftors times, moft ofthe Mem-
bers of our Houfe of Commons thought
itan honour to retain to fome great
Lord, and to wear his blew Coat: And
when they had made up their Lord’s
Train, and waited upon him from his
own Houfe to the Lords Houfe, and
~made a Lane for him to enter, and de-
parted to fit themfelves in the Lower
Houfe of Parliament, asit wasthen (and
very juftly) called; can you think that
any thing could pafs in fuch a Parlia-
ment that was not ordered by the Lords?
Befides, thefe Lords were the King's great
Council in the Intervals of Parlaments,

and were called to advife of Peace and

} made of the concurrenceof any affembly
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War; and the latter was feldom made
without the confent of the major part ;
if it were not, they would not fend thejr
Tenants, which was all the Militia of
England ( befides the King’s tenth part. )
Can it be believed,that in thofe days the
Commons thould diflike any thing the
Lords did in the Intervals, or that they
would have difputed their Right to re-
cerve Appeals from Cousts of Equity, if
they had pretended to it in thofe days, or
to mend Money-bills? And what is the
reafon, but becaufe the Lords themfelves
at that time reprefented all their Tepants
(that is,all the People) in fome fort > and
although the Houfe of Commons did Af.
femble to prefent their Grievances, yet
all great Affairs of high Importance con-
cerning the Government, was Tranfack.
ed by the Lords; and the War which wag
made to preferve it, was called the Ba-
rons Wars, not the War of both Houfes :
for although in antienter times the word
Baron were taken in a larger fenfe, and

comprehended the Francklivs or Free-
- #en 5 yet whoreads any Hiftory of that

War, fhall not find that any mention is
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of Tuch men,but that Simon Monford Earl -
of Leicefter, and others of the great oncs,
did by their Power and Intereft manage
that conteft. Now if this Proper tﬁf,
which is gone out of the Peerage into the
Commons, had pafied into the K?gs
hands,as itdid in Egypzin th.e time ((1) };]fod |
Jeph,as was before faid,the Prince ha ﬁ'
a very eafie and peaceable reign over fxs
own Vaffals, and migpt either have refu-
fed, juftly,to have Aflembled the Parl(lia-
ment any more; or if he had pleafed to : 0
it, might have for ever managed it as he
thought fit : But our Princes have qurltc-i

ed a Fofeph thatis,a wife Councdlog:;r;l
inftead of faving their Revenue, w 1311
was very greatand their expences fma1 ,
and buying in thofe Purchafes which ¢ ée
vaft expences and luxury pf the Lor 5
made ready for them,they havealienate

their own Inheritance ; fo that now the -

Crown-Lands, that is, the publick Pz:{t{:m-f
mony; is come to make up the mnterekt o

the Commons, while(t the King muft |

have a precarious Revenue out of g]:
Peoples Purfes, and be b.ehqldmgf%o }é 1
Parliament for his Bread in t'lfim O(ror?gef ¢
whereas the Kings their Predece ne

. L " pough
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. ver asked Aid of his Subje@s, but in
‘time of War and Invafion : and this a.

| - lone (though there were no other decay

in the Government) is enough to make
the King depend upon his People;which is
no very good condition for a Monarchy.
Noble Ven. But how comes it to pafs
that other Neighbouring Countries are
in {0 fettled a State in refpe of England »
does their Property remain the fame it
was, or is it come into the hands of the
Prince » 'You know you were pleafed to
admit,that we thould ask you, ex paffant,
fomething of other Countries. =~ =~
Eng. Gent. Sir, I thank you for it,and
fhall endeavour to fatisfie you, I fhall
fay nothing of the fmall Princes of Ger-
many, who keep in a great meafure their
ancient bounds, both of Government
and Property ; and if their Princes now
and then exceed their part, yet it is in
time of Troubles and War, and things

return into their right Chanel of Affem-

bling the feveral States, which are yet
In being every where: But Germany ly-.
ing {0 expofed to the Invafion of the
Turks on the one fide, and of the French
on the other ; and having ever had e-




~ do to defend their{everal Liber-
g(é?gat;;?nﬁ the encroachments of thef 47
Houfe of Auftria (in which the Imperia
. digpity is become in fome {ort _Here;htg-
ry) if there had been fomething of ex-
traordinary power exercifed of late yezgs;
T can fay Inter arma filent leges : but \ e
fides their own particular States, t ey
have the Diet of the Empire, Whlch ne-
ver fails to mediate and comppfe thén%s,
if there be any great .oppreﬂ‘on ufed by
Princes to their fubjetts, or fmmhon¢
Prince or State to another. 1{hall there-
tore confine my felf to the three gre;rz
Kingdoms, France, Spasn, and Polaz1 ;
for asto Denmark and Sweden, the fir 1
hath lately chang'd its Govemment,d anc
aot only made the Monarchy Here 1}tla.~
ry, which was before Eletive, but | as
pulld down the Nobility,and given their

perty in France, and yet the Govern-
ment is Defpotical at this prefent, yet it
is one of thofe violent States, which the
Grecians called Tyrannies : For if a Law-
full Prince, that is, one who being {o by
Law, and fworn to rule according to it,
breaks his Oaths and his Bonds, and
reigns Arbitrarily, he becomes a Tyrant
and an Ufurper, as to fomuch as he af.
fumes more than the Conftitution hath
given him ; and fucha Government, be-
ing as I faid violent, and not natural, but
contrary to the Intereft of the people,
firft cannot be lafting, when the adven.
titious props which fupport it fail ; and
whilft it does endure, muft be Very un-
‘eafie bath to Prince and People ; the firfi
being neceffitated to ufe contiriual op.
prefiion, and the latter to fuffer ir.
Dott. You are pleafed to talk of the op-

Power to the Prince ; which how 1t Wﬁ};
fucceed,time will fhew. Sweden remalrtigr

in point of Conftitution and Proper 1% ‘
exactly as it did anciently, and is af Vl&lfe oi
Governed Kingdon., '1; he {iilr{’}cl oI th:,ve
oo thée? 1Se i;ﬁfgﬁ;ﬁong; Cadd,;That‘ I pire as much oppreffed as in France >
fpoken betor g e hat there isPro- Eng. Gent. By no means; unlel you
thonghit bEYf:g}{‘; (e perty L 2 will

o
P
et

preffion of the People under the King of
France, and for that reafon, callit 2 vio-
lent Government, when, if T remember,
you did once to day extol the Monar-
chy of the Zurks for well-founded and
natural; Are not the people in that Em-
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will callit oppreffion for the grand Seig-

" ior to feedall his People out of the Pro-

- of his own Lands ; and though they
?;é:e him for it, yet that does not altelt;
the Cafe:for if you fet poor men to Wor
and pay them for it, are youa Tyrant,
or rather, are not youa good Cornniz\'qn-
wealths-man;- by helping thofe to Lge, |
who have no other way of doing it but
by their labour? But the King of Frqncg
knowing that his People have},1 agx
ought tohaveProperty, and that e kas
no right to their Pofleffions, yet tai1 €s
what he pleafes from them,without t 1exr
confent, and contrary to Law ; So that
when he fets them on work he pays
them what he-pleafes; and that he lewes
ont of their own Eftates: Tdo not affirm

that there is no Government in the

World, but where Rule is founded in

; ty ; but 1fay there is no .nafmrai
E)r((;g?rgovemment}: but where it is {0 5
and when it is otherwile, the People are’ |
perpetuaily complaining,and the Kmfg gp
perpetual anxiety, always in fear o | (Ls
Subje&s, and fecking new ways to fe- .
cure himfelf; God havingbeen fomercl-
ful to mankind,that he has made nothgt%

[149] ‘
fafe for Princes, but what is Juft and Ho-
neft. |

Noble Ver. But you were faying juft
now, that this prefent Conflitution in
France will fall when the props fail ; we
in {zaly, who live in perpetual fear of the
greatnefs of that Kingdom,would beglad
to hear fomething of the decaying of
thofe props; What are they,I befeech you?

Eng. Gent. 'The firft is the greatnefs of
the prefent King, whofe heriock A&ions
and Wifdom has extinguithed envy in
all his Neighbour-Princes, and kindled
fear,and brought him to be above all pof-
fibility of control at home ; not only be-
caufe his Subjects fear his Courage, but
becaufe they have his Virtue in admira-
tion, and amid(t all their miferies cannot
chufe but have fomething of rejoycing,
to fee how high he hath mounted the
Empire and Honour of their Nation. The
next prop is the change of their ancient
Conftitution, in the time of Charles the
Seventh,by:Confent: for about that time
the Country being fo wafted by the In-
vafion and Excurfions of the Englifp,
The States then affembled Petitioned the

__i&infg that he would give them leave to go

L3 hore,
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home, and difpofe of Affairs himfelf, and
Order the Government for the future as

‘he thought fit. Upon this, his Succeflor

Zewis the Eleventh, being a crafty
Prince, took an occafion to call the
States no more, but to fupply them with
an Affembls des notables, which were cer-
tain men of his own nomination, like
Barbones Parliament here, but that they
were of better quality : ‘Thefe in fucceed-
ing reigns (being the beft men of the
Kingdom) grew Troublefomeand Intra-

&able; {o that for fome years the Ediéts

have been verified (that is in our Lan-
guage) Bills have been pafled in the
Grand Chamber of the Parliament at Pa-
ris, commonly called the Chambre d’ au-
dience, who lately, and fince the Impri-
fonment of Prefident Broufelles and o-
thers during this King’s Minority, have
never refufed or ferupled any Edicts
whatfoever. Now whenever this great
King dies,and the States of the Kingdom
are reftored, thefe two great props of Ar-
bitrary Power are taken away. Befides
thefe two, the Conftitution of the Go-

* vernment of France it felf,is fomwhat bet-

ter fitted than ours to permit extraordi-

nary -

List]
nary Power in the Prince, for the whole
People there poflefling Lands,are Gen-
tlemen; that is,infinitely the greater part;
which was the reafon why in their A-
fembly of Eftates, the Deputies of the
Provinces (which we call here Knights of

‘the Shire) were chofen by, and out of
‘the Gentry, and fate with the Peers in

the fame Chamber, as reprefenting the
Gentry onely , called pesite nobleffe.

‘Whereas our Knights here (whatever
-their blood is) are chofen by Common-
-ers,and are Commoners ; our Lawsand

Government taking no noticeof any No-

- bility but the perfons of the Peers, whofe
“Sons are likewife Commoners, even their
eldeft, whileft their Father lives : Now

Gentry are ever more traftable by 2
Prince, than a wealthy and numerous

-Commonalty ; out of which our Gentry

(at leaft thofe we call {0) are raifed from

time to time: For whenever either a
Merchant, Lawyer, Tradefman, Grafier, -
“Farmer,or any other, gets fuch an Eftate,
‘as that he or his Son can live upon his

Lands, without exercifing of any other
ACalling, hebecomesa Gentleman. Ido

not fay, but that we have men very No-

I 4 by
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bly defcended amongft thefe, but they

have no preheminence, or diftinction,
by the Laws or Government. Befides
this, the Gentry in Framce are very
needy, and very numerous ; the reafon
of which is, That the Elder Brother, in
moft pasts of that Kingdom, hath no
more fhare in the divifion of the Pater-
nal Eftate, than the Cadets or 'Y ounger
Brothers, excepting the Principal Houfe,
with the Orchards and Gardens about it,
which they call 7ol de Chappon, as who
fhould fay, As far asa Capon can fly at

once. This Houfe giveshim the Title his |

Father had, who was called Seignior, or
Baron,or Count of that place; which if he
fells, lie parts with his Baronfhip,and for
ought I know becomes in time roturier,

of ignoble. ~ ‘This practice divides the .

‘Lands into fo ‘many fmall parcels, that
the Pofleflors of them being Noble, and
having little’ to maintain their Nobility,
are fain' to feek their Fortune, which
they can find no where fo well as at
the Court, and’ fo become the King’s
Servants and Souldiers, for they are ge-
‘nerally Couragious, Bold, and of a good
Meen. None of thefe can ever advance

L153]
themfelves, but by their defert, which
makes them hazard themfelves very def-
perately, by which meansgreat numbers
of them are kill'd, and the reft come in
time to begreat Officers, and live fplen-
didly upon the King’s Purfe, who is like-
wife very liberal to them, and according
to their refpective merits, gives them of-
ten,in the beginning of a Campagne, a
confiderable fum to furnifh out their E-
quipage. ‘Thefe are a great Prop to the
Regal Power, it being their Intereft to
fupport it,left their gain thould ceafe,and
they be reduced to be poor Provinciaux,
that is,Country-Gentlemen again:where-
as, if they had fuch Eftates as our Coun-
try-Gentry have, they would defire to
be at home at their eafe, whileft thefe
(having ten times as muchfrom the King
astheir own Eftate can yield them,which
{fupply muft fail, if'the King’s Revenue
were reduced) are perpetually engaged
to make good all exorbitances. -~ -
Dodit. This isa kind of Governing b

Property too, and it puts me in mind of

a Gentleman of good Eftate in our Coun-
try, who took a Tenants Son of his to be

: | his Servant, whofe Father not long after
" them. Rk HOIC Fatllel no

dying,
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dying, lefc him a Living of about ten

ound a year: the young Man’s Friends
Eame toyhim, and asked him why he

~ would ferve now he had an Eftate of his

own able to maintain him : his Anfwer
was, That his own Lands would yield
him but a third part of what his Service
was worth to him inall ; befides, that he
lived a pleafant Life,wore good Clothes,
kept good Company, and had the con-
verfation of very pretty Maids that were
his Fellow-fervants, which made him ve-
ry well digeft the name of being a Ser-
vant, |

* FEng. Gent. Thisis the very Cafe ; but
yet Service (in both thefe Cafes) is no
Inheritance ; and when there comes a
Peaceable King in France, who will let
his Neighbours be quiet, or one that is
covetous, thefe fine Gentlemen will lofe
‘their Employments, and their King this
Prop ; and the rather, becaufe thefe Gen-
tlemen do not depend(as was faid before)
inany kind upon the great Lords (whofe

not ina change, be by them carried over
to advance the Court-defigns againt
their own good and that of their Coun-
. try.

[155]
try. And thus much is fufficient to be faid
concerning France. As for Spain, 1 be-
lieve there is no Country (excepting
Sweden) in Chriftendom, where the Pro-
perty has remained fointirely the fame it
was at the beginning ; and the reafon is,
the great and ftri& care that is taken to
hinder the Lands from pafling out of the
old owners hands;for except it be by Mar-
riages, no man can acquire another man’s
Eftate, nor can any Grandee, or Titula-
do, or any other Hidalgo there, alienate
or ingage his Paternal or Maternal E-
ftate,otherwife than for his Life ; nor can
alter Tenures, or extinguith Services, or
difmember Mannors: for to this the Prin-
ces confent muft be had, which he never
gives, till the matter be debated in the
Confejo de Camera, which is no Funta or
lecret Confejo de Guerras, but one where-
in the great men of the Kingdom inter-
vene, and wherein the great matters
concerning the prefervation of the Go-

| vernment are tranfacted, not relating ta -
ftanding Intereft is at Court) andfo can- |

Foreign Provinces or Governments, but
to the kingdom of Caftile and Leon, of
whichTonly fpeak now. It is true,there
have been one or two exceptions againft
- this
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¢his fevere Rule, fince the great calami-
ties of Spain, and two great Lordfhips
have been {old, the Marquifate del Mo-
naftero,toan Affent ifta Genoefe, and ano-
ther to Sebaftian Cortiza a Portuguefe, of
the fame Profeffion: but both thefe have
bought the intire Lordfhips, without
curtailing or altering the condition 1n

* which thefe two great Eftates were be-

fore; and notwithftanding, this hath

tural Godos (as the Caftilians call them-

felves fRill for glory) that I believe this

L1577

| having beenin the time of King Roders-

| go overrun and Conquered by the
| Moors, who Governed there Defpotical-
| ly, fome hundreds of years, before it
| could be recovered again by the old In-
| habitants, who fled to the Mountains;
| When they wereat length driven out,
- the Count of €affile found a Tax fet up-
| on all Commodities whatfoever, by the

 caufed fo much repining amongft thena- |

will never be drawn into an Example |
hereafter. Now theProperty remaining |

the fame, the Government doth fo too,

and the King’s Domeftick Government, |

over his natural Spauiards, is very gen- |

tle, whatever it be in his Conquer’d Pro-

vinces ; and the Kings there have very }
great advantages of keeping their great |

men (by whom they Govern) in good 7

temper; by reafonof the great Govern-
meats they have to beftow upon them,
bothin Exrope and the Indies; which

changing every three years, go 1 an |
Age’%hr%ugh all the Grandees, which |
are not very numerous. Befides, Caftile |

having

¥

Moors, in their Reign, called Alcaval,
which was an eafie matter to get conti-
nued (when: their old Government was
reftored) by the Cortes, or States ; and
fo it has centinued ever fince, as the
Excife has done here, which keing im-
pofed by them who drove and kept out
the King, does now fince his happy Re-
ftauration remain a Revenue of the
Crown. This Alcaval, or Excife, isa
very great Revenue, and {o prevented,
for fome time, the neceffities of the
Crown, and made the Prince have the
lefs need of asking Relief of his People,
(the ordinary caufe of difguft,) fo that
the Corzes, or Aflembly of the States,has
had littleto do oflate, though they are
duly aflembled every year, but feldom
contradict what is defired by the Prince ;

for
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for there are no greater Idolaters of their
Monarch in the World than the € aftili-
ans are, nor who drink deeper of the
Cup of Loyalty : fothat in fhort, the Go-
vernment in Spain 1S as Ours was in
Queen Elizabeths time, oOF in the firft
year after his now Majefties Return,
when the Parliament fora time Com-
plimented the Prince, who had by that
means both .his own Power and the
Peoples: which days I hope to {ee again,
upon a better and more lafting Founda-
tion. But beforel leave Spam, 1 muft
2y 2 word of the Kingdom of Arragon,
which has not at all timeshad fo quieta
ftate of their Monarchy as Caftile hath
enjoyed ; for fafter many Combuftions
which happened there, concerning thetr
Fueros and Privilegios, which are their

 Fundamental Laws, the Kingone day

coming to his Seat in Parliament, and
making his demands, aswas ufual, they

“told him that they hada Requeft to make

to him firftand he withdrawing thereup-
on, (for hehad no right of fitting: there
to hear their Debates) they fell into dif-
courfe how to make their Government
fubfift againft the encroachments of the

Prince.

. [ 159 |
Prince upon them, and went very high
in therr Debates, whch could not chufe

but come to the king’s ear, who walked

ina gallery in the fame Palace to expett
the iffue ; and being in great Paflion,was
feen to draw out lus Dagger,very often,
and thruft it again into the theath ; and
heargi to fay, Sangre ba de coftar ; which
coming to the knowledg of the Eftates
they left off the Debate, and fent fome
of their number to him, to know what
blood it fhould coft, and whether he
meant to murder any body. He drew
out his Dagger again, and pointing it
to his brealt, he faid, Sangre de Reys;
leaving them in doubt, whether he meant
that his Subjets would kill him, or
that he would do it himfelf. ' However
that Parliament ended very peaceabiyi.

and a famous fettlement was there and

then made, by which a great perfon was
tobe chofen every Parliament, who
fhould be as it were an Umipire between
the King and his people, for the execu-
tion of the Laws, and the prefervation
of their Government, their Fueros and
Privilegios, which are their Courts of

Juftice, and their Charters. This Off-

cCr
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cer was called. E! Fufticia &’ Arragonand
his duty was to call together the whole
Power of the Kingdom, whenever any
of the aforefaid Rights were by open
force violated or invaded, and to admo-
nith the King, whenever he heard of
any clandeftine Couricils among them
to that effect. It was likewife made
Treafon, for any perfon of what quality
{oever, to refufe torepair upondue fum-
mons to any place where this Jufticia
thould ere& his Standard, or to with-

draw himfelf without leave, much more

to betray him, or to revolt from him :
Befides, in this Cortes, or Parliament, the
old Oath which at the firft Foundation of
their State was ordered to be taken by
the King at his admittance, was again
revived,and which is in thefe words: Nos

que valemos tanto camo nos, y poa’emos mdas

os eligimos nueftro Rey, conque nos guardeys
nueftros Fueros y Privilegios; y /i no, no.
That is, We who are as good as you,and

more Powerful, do chufe you ourKing, -

upon condition that you preferve our
Rights and Priviledges; and if not,not.
Notwithftanding all this, Phélip the Se-
cond, being both King of | Caftile and

. Arragon

|

) [181]
| Arragon,picked a quarrel with the latter,

| by demanding his Secretary Antomio
| Perez, who fled from the King’s difplea-
| fure thither, being his own Country ;
| and they refufing to deliver him (it be-
| ing exprefly contrary toa Law of Arra-
« gon, that 2 Subje&t of that Kingdom
| thould be againft his will carried to be
| tryed elfewhere) the King took that oc.
| cafion to Invade them with the Forces
| of his Kingdom of Caffile (who had e.
| ver been Rivalsand Enemies to the 4ra-
| gonefes) and they to defend themfelves
| under their Fufficia, who did his part
| faithfully and couragioufly; but the ca-
JStilians being old Soldiers, and thofe of
4 Arragon but County-Troops, the former

| prevailed, and fo this Kingdom in get-

| ting that of Caftile by a Marriage (but
an Age before) loft its own Liberty and
Government : for it is fince made a Pro’
vinee,and Governed by a Vice-Roy from
Madrid, although they keep up the for,
mality of their Corzes ftll. =
Doff. No man living that knew the
hatred and hoftility that ever was be-
tween the Englifb and Scots, could have
| imagined in the years 1639, and 1640,
| | ! when

T T R R
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wherour King was with great Armies of
Englifb upon the Frontiers of Scotland,
ready tolnvade that Kingdom, that this
Nation would not have affifted to have
brought them under ; but it proved o-
therwife.

Eug. Gent. It may be they feared,
That when Scotland was reduced to fla-
very, and the Province pacified, and
Forces kept up there, That fuch Forces
and greater might have been imployed
here, to reduce us into the fame conditi-
on ; an apprehenfion which at this time
fticks with many of the common People,
and helps to fill up the meafure of our
Fears and Diftraltions. But the vifible
reafon why the Englifb were notat that
time very forward to opprefs their
Neighbours, was the confideration, That
they were to be Invaded for refufing to
reccive from hence certain Innovationsin
‘matters of Religion, and the worfhip of
God, which had not long before been in-

* troduced here ; and therefore the People
of this Kingdom were unwilling to pet-
petuate a Mungrel Church here, by im-

~ pofing it upon them. DBut I do qxcec&
“ingly admire, when 1 read our Hxﬂorgf,
My } ;
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to fee how zealous and eager our Nobili-
ty and People here were anciently to af-
fert the right of our Crown to the King-
dom of France ; whereas itisvifible, that
if we had kept France (for we Conquer-
ed it intirely and fully) to this day, we
muft have run the fate of Arragon, and
been in time ruined and oppreit by our
own Valour and good Fortune; a thing
that was forefeen by the Macedonians,
when their King Alexander had fubdu-
ed all Perfia and the Eaff; who weigh-
ing how probable it was, that their
Prince having the pofieffion of fuch great
and flourithing Kingdoms,fhould change
his Domicilium Imperii , and inhabit in
the Centre of his Dominions, and from
thence Govern Macedon by which means
the Grecians, who by their Vertue and
Valour had Conquered and fubdued the
Barbarians, fhould in time (even as an
effet of their Vittories) be oppreft and
tyrannized over by them: and this pre-
cautious forefight. in the Greeks (as was
fully believed in that Age) haftened the
fatal Cataftrophe of that great Prince.
~ Doit. Well, T hope this confideration
will fore-arm our Parliaments, That they
* M 2 will
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will not eafily fuffer their eyes to bedaz
led any more with thefalfe glory of Con-
quering France. _
" Noble Ven. You need no great cautt-
ons againft Conquering Fraxce at this
prefent, and I believe your Parliaments
need as little admonition againft giving
of Money towards new Wars or Allian-
ces; that fine wheedle having lately loft
them enough already ; therefore, pray,
let us fuffer our Friend to go on.

Eng. Gent. 1 have no more to fay of
Foreign Monarchies,but only to tell you,
That Polar 1 is both Governed and Pof-
{efled by fome very great Perfons or Po-
tentates, called - Palatines, and under
them by a very numerous Gentry ; for
the King is not onely Elective, but {o li-
mited, that he has little or no Power,
but to Command their Armies in time
of War; which makes them often chufe
Foreigners of great Fame for Military
Exploits: and as for the Commonalty
or Country-men, they are abfolutely
Slaves or Villains. ‘This Government is
extreamly confufed, by reafon of the nu-
meroufnefs of the Gentry,who donot al-
ways meet by way of reprefentation as

in

| [r65]
in other Kingdoms, but fometimes for
the choice of their King, and upon other
great occafions,colletively, in the Field,
as the Tribes did atRome ; which would
make things much more turbulent if all
this body of Gentry did not wholly de-
pend for their Eftates upon the favour
of the Palatines their Lords,which makes
them much more tratable. I have done
with our Neighbours beyond Sea, and
fhould not without your command
have made fo long a digreffion in
this place, which thould indeed have
been treated of before we come to fpeak
of England, but that you were pleafed to
divert me from it before : However, be-
g placed near the Portraiture of our
own Country, it ferves better (as con-
traria. juxta fe pofira) to illuftrate it :
but I will not make this Deviation
longer, by Apologizing for it ; and fhall
therefore defire you to take notice, That
as in England by degrees Property came

to thift from the few to the many, fo

the Government is grown heavier and -
more uneafie both to Prince and People,
the complaints more ig Parliament, the
Laws morenumerous, and much more
. | M 3 tedious
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tedious and prolix, to meet with the
tricks and malice of men, which works
in a loofe Government ; for there was
no need to make A&s verdofe, when the
great Perfons could. prefently force the
Execution of them: for the Law of Ed-
ward the Firft, for frequent Parliaments,
had no more words than A Parliament

fhall be holden every year,whereas our Act

for a Triennial Parliament, in the time of
King Charles the Firft, contained feveral
theets of paper, to provideagainft a failer
in the Execution of that Law; which if
the Power had remained in the Lords,

‘would have been necdlefs : for fome of

them, in cafe of intermiffion of Affem-
bling the Parliament, would have made
their Complaint and Addrefs to the King,
and have immediately removed the ob-
ftruion, which in thofe days had been
the natural and eafie way : but now that
many of the Lords ( like the Bifhops
which the Popes make at Rome, in parti-
bus infidelium) are meerly grown Titu-
lar, and purchafed for nothing but to
aet their Wives place, it cannot be won-
dred at if the King flight their Addrefles,
and the Court-Parafites deride their Ho-
: | | nourable
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nourable undertakings for the fafety of
their Country. Now the Commons fuc-
ceeding, as was faid, in the Property of
the Peers and Church (whofe Lands five
parts of fix have been alienated, and
moftly iscome into the fame hands with
thofe of the King and Peers) haveinhe-
rited likewife, according to the courfe
of nature, their Power ; But being kept
from it by the eftablithed Government,
which (not being changed by any law-
full A&s of State) remains ftill in being
formally, whereas virtually it is abolifh- -
ed ; fo that for want of outward Orders
and Provifions, the people are kept from
the Exercife of that Power whichis faln
to them by the Law of Nature; and thefe
who cannot by that Law pretend tothe -
{hare they had, do yet enjoy it by ver-
tue of that Right which is now ceafed,

| as. having been but the natural Effe&

e T o )

of a Caufe that is no longer in being; and
you know fublata caufa, tollitur. 1 can-
not fay that the greater part of the peo-
ple do know this their condition, but
they find very plainly that they want
{fomething which they ought to have ;
and this makes them lay often the blame
| - My of
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of their unfetlednefsupon wrong caufes:
but however, are altogether unquiet and
reftlefs in the Intervals of Parliament ;
and when the King pleafes to affemble
one, fpend all their time in Complaints
of the Inexecution of the Law, of the
multiplication of an Infinity of Grievan-
ces, of Mif{pending the Publick Monies,
of the danger our “Religion is in by pra-
&ices to undermine it and the State, by
endeavours tobringin Arbitrary Power,
and in queftioning great Officérs of State,
as the Caufers and Promoters of all thefe

Abufes ; info much, that every Parlia-

ment feems a perfet State of War,
wherein the Commons are tugging
and contending for their Right,very juft:
ly and very honourably, -yet without
coming to a Point : So that the Court
{ends thém packing, and governs {till
worfe and worfe in the Vacancies, being

nece(litated thereunto by their defpair of |

doingany good in Parliament ; and there-
fore are torced toufe horrid fhifts to {ub-
fift without it, and to keep it-oft ; with-
out ever confidering, that if thefe Coun-
{ellers underftood their Trade,they might
‘bring the Prince and People to fuch

an
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an Agreement in Parliament,as might re-
pair the broken and fhipwrack’d Govern-
ment of England ; and in this fecure the
Peace,Quiet and Profperity of the People,
the Greatnefs and Happinefs of the King,
and be themfelves notonly out of pre-
fent danger (which no cther courfe can

exempt’ them from) but be Renown-
ed toall Pofterity. o

Noble Ven. 1 befeech you, Sir, how

‘comes it to pafs, that neither the King,

nor any- of his Counfellors could ever
come to find out the truth of what you
difcourfe? for I am fully convinced it is
as you fay.. e | |
" Eng. Gent. I cannot refolve you that,
but this is certain, they have never en-
deavoured a Cure, though poffibly they
might know the Difeafe, as fearing that
though the Effects of a Remedy would
be, as was faid, very advantagious both
to-King and People, and to themfelves ;
yet potlibly, fuch a Reformation might
not confift with the Merchandize they
make of the Princes Favour, nor with
fuch Bribes, Gratuities and Fees as they
ufually take for the difpatch of all Mat-
ters before them. And therefore our
‘ ' Coun-
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‘Counlellors have been fo far from fug-
gefting any fuch th'mﬁ to their Mafter,
that they have oppofed and quathed all
Attempts of that kind, as they did the
worthy Propofals made by certain
Members of that Parliament in the
beginning of King Fames's Reign, which
is yet called the Undertaking Parlia-
ment. Thefe Gentlemen confidering
-what we have been difcourfing of, wiz.

“That our old Government is atan end, |

had framed certain Heads, which, if they
‘had been propofed by that Parliament to

‘the King , and by him confented to,

would, in their Opinion, have healed the
‘Breach ; and that if the King would per-
form his part, that Houfe of Commons

would undertake for the Obedience of
the People. They did believe that if this -

.thould have been moved in Parliament
before the King was acquainted with t,it
would prove Abortive : and therefore
fent three of their number to his Majefty;
Sit-Fames a Croft, Grandfather or Father

o the prefent Bifhop of Hereford; Tho-

mas Harley, who was Anceftor to the
‘Honourable Family of that Namein Ae-
sefordfbire; and Six Henry Nevill, who

had

- L7
had been Ambaffador from Queen Eliza-
berh to the French King. Thele were to
open the matter at large to the King,and
to procure his leave that it might be pro-
pofed inParliament : which, after a very
long Audience and Debate, that wife
Prince confented to, with a promife of
Secrefie in-the mean time, which they

humbly begged of His Majefty. How-
ever, this took Vent, and the Earl of

Northampton, of the Houfe of Howard,
who ruled the Roft in that time, having
knowledg of it, engaged Sir R. Wefton,
afterwards Lord Treafurer and Earl of
Portland, to impeach thefe Undertakers
in Parliament before they could move

' “their matters; which he did the very
fame day, accompanying his Charge

(which was endeavouring to alter the
eftablithed Government of England)with
fo eloquent an Invective, that if one of
them had not rifen, and made the Houfe
acquainted with the whole Series of the
Affair, they muft have been in danger of

being impeached by the Commons: but

however it broke their defigne, which
was all that Northampton and Wefton defi-

red,and prevented Pofterity from know-

- 1ng
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ing any of the Particulars of this Refor-
mation ; for nothing being moved, no-
thing could remain upon the Journal.
So that you fee our Predeceflors were not
ignorant altogether of our condition,
though the Troubles which have befallen
this poor Kingdom fince, have made it
much more apparent : for {ince the De-
termination of that Parliament, there has
not been one called, either in that King’s
Reign, or his Son’s, or fince, that hath
not been diffolved abruptly, whilft the
main bufinefles,and thofe of moft concern
to the publick,were depending and unde-
cided. And although there hath happen-
ed in this Interim a bloody War,which in
the Clofe of it, changed the whole Or-
der and Foundation of the Polity of Eng-
land, and that it hath pleafed Godto re-
ftore it again by his Majefty’s happy Re-
turn, fo that the old Government is
alive again ; yet it is very vifible that its
deadly Wound is not healed, but that we
are to this day tugging with thefame dif-
ficulties, managing the fame Debates in
Parliament, and giving the fame difgufts

to the Court,and hopes to the Country,

which our Anceftorsdid before the Year

1640. |

L173]
1 640. whilft the King hath been forced
toapply the fame Remedy of Diflolution
to his two firft Parliaments, that his Fa-
ther ufed to his four firft, and King Fames
to his three laft, contrary to his own vi-
fible Intereft, and that of his people;
and this for want of having Counfellors
about him of Abilities and Integrity e-
nough to difcover to hin the Difeafe of
his Government, and the Remedy:which
I hope, when we meet to Morrow Mor-
ning you will come prepared to enquire
into ; for the Dotor fays, he will advife
you to go take the Air this afternoon
1n your Coach. |
Noble Ven. 1 fhall think it very long
till the morning come : But before you
g0, pray give me leave to ask you fome-
thing of your Civil War here; Idonot
mean the Hiftory ofit (although the
World abroad is very much in the dark
as to all your Tranfactons of that time
for want of a good one) but the grounds
or pretences of it, and how you tell into
a War againft your King,.
Eng. Gent. 'As for our Hiftory,it will
not be forgotten ;one of thofe who was
in Employment from the Year 4o.to 60.
o hath




hath written the Hiftory of thofe 20
Years, a Perfon of good Learning and

Elocution ; and though he be now dead,

yet his Executors are very unwilling to
publifh it fo foon, and to rub a Sorethat
is not yet healed. But the Story s writ
with great Truth and Impartiality, al-
though the Author were engaged both

“in Councils and Arms for the Parlia-

ments {ide. But for the reft of your De-
mand, you may pleafe to underftand,
that our Parliament never did, as they
pretended, make War againt the King ;

for he by Law can do no Wrong, and

therefore cannot be quarrelled with :
The War they declared was undertaken
torefcue the King’s Perfon out of thofe
Mens hands who led him from his Parlia-
ment, and made ufe of his Name to levy
a War againft them. -

Noble Ven. But does your Govern-

ment permit, that in cafe of a difagree-
ment between the King and his Parlia-
ment, either of them may raife Arms a-
,gainft the other?
Eng. Gent. It is impoffible that any
Government can go further than to pro-
vide for its own Safety and Prefervation

P D e e
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whilft it is in being, and therefore it cany
never dire¢t what fhall be done when it
{elf is at an end; there being this diffe-
rence between our Bodies Natural and
Politick, that the firft can makea Tefta-
ment to difpofe of things after his death,.
but not the other. ‘This is certain, that
where-ever any two Co-ordinate Powers:
do differ, and there be no Power on
Earth to reconcile them otherwife, nor
any Umpire, they will, de faélo, fall to-
gether by the Ears. What can be done
in this Cafe de jure, look into your
own Country-man Machiavel/, andinto
Grotius, who in his Book De jure Belli
ac Pacis, treated of fuch matters long be-
fore our Wars. As for the ancient Poli-
ticians, they muft needs be filent in the
Point, as having no mixt Governments
amongft them ; and as for me, [will not
reft my felf in fo flippery a Place. There
are great difputes about it in the Parlia-
ments Declarations before the War, and
{omething confiderable in the King’s An-
{wers to them ; which I thall {pecifieim-
mediately,when { havefatisfied you how
our War begun; which was in this man-
ner : The Long Parliament having pro-
- | cured
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cured from the King his Royal Affent for
their Sitting till they were diffolved by
A&, and having- paid and fent out the

“Scottith Army, and disbanded our own,

went on in their Debates for the fettling
and mending our Government: the King
being difpleafed with them for it, and
with himfelf for putting it out of his
Power to diflolve them, now the bufi-
nefs which they pretended for their Per-
petuation was quite finifhed, takesan un-
fortunate Refolution to accufe five prin-
cipal Men of the Commons Houfe, and
one of the Peers,of High-Treafon : which
he profecuted in a new unheard- of way,
by coming with armed Men into the
Commons Houfe of Parliament, to de-
mand their Members; but nothing being
done by reafon of the abfence of the five,
and Tumults of difcontented Citizens

- flocking to White-Hall and Weftminfter,

the King took that occafion to abfent
himfelf trom his Parliament.Which indu.
ced the Commons Houfe to {end Com-
miflionersto Hampton-Court toattend his
Majelty with a Remonfirance of the State
of the Kingdom,and an humble Requeft to
return to his Parliament, for the Redref-

fing |
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| [z77]
fing thofe Grievances which were fpeci-
fied in that Remonftrance. But the King,
otherwife Counfelled, goes to Wind)or,
and thence Northwards, till he arrived at
Tork ;3 where he fummons in the Militia,
that is, the Trained-Bands of the Coun-
ty ; and befides, all the Gentry,of which
there was a numerous Appearance, The
King addreffed himfelf to the latter with
Complaints againft a prevailing Party in
Parliament, which intended to take the
Crown fyom his Head ; that he was come
to them, his loving Subjeéts, for Prote-
Ction ; and, in fhort; defired them to af:
fift him with Moneys to defend himfelf

by Arms.  Some of thefe Gernitlemen pe- -
titioned His Majefty to returii to his Par-

Jiament, jthel reft went about the Debate
of the King’s Demands’; who, in the

| mean time, went to Aull, to fecure the

| Magazine there, but was denied Entrance

by a Gentleman whom the Houfe had
fent down to prevent the feizing it ; who
was immediately declared 2 Traytor,and
the King fell to raifing of Forces: which
coming to the Knowledge of the Houfe,
they made this Vote, Zhat the King, fo-

| duced by FEvil Counfel intended to levy War
i N - againf?

i . i
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againft bis Parliament and People, to de-
(troy the Fundamental Laws and Lz'ﬁ;rz‘z'es
of England, and to imfroduce an Arhz‘;rmy
Government,&c. ‘This was the firft time
they named the King, and the laft: For
in all their other Papers, and in their De-
claration to Arm for their Defence (which
did accompany this Vote) they name no-
thing but Malignant Counfellors. The
Kings Anfwer to thefe Votes and this
Declaration, is that which I mentioned ;
wherein His Majefty denies any inten-
tion of invading the Government, with
high Imprecations upon himfelf and Po-

ferity if it were otherwife: and owns |
that they have Right to maintain their §
This is to be |}
{cen in the Paper it felf now extant ; and |
this Gracious Prince never pretended (as
{ome Divines havedone for him) that his |
Power came from God, and that his Sub- §
jecks could not difpute it, nor ought he to |
oiveany Accoant of his Actions (though
he fhould enflave usall) to any but hum. |
So that our War did not begin upon &
point of Right, but upon a matter of Falt; |

Laws and Government.

-

tor without going to Lawyers or Cafuifls
* to be refolved, thofe of the People who bcd B
- lieved |

L1791
lieved that the King did intend to deftroy
our Liberties, joyned with the Parlia-
ment ; and thofe who were of opinion
that the prevailing party in Parliament
did intend to deftroy the King or de-
throne him, affifted vigoroufly His Ma-
jefty with their Lives and Fortunes. And

the Queftion you were pleafed to ask

never came ; for both parties pretended
and believed they were in the right, and
that they did fight for and defend the
Government :  But I have wearied you
out.

Noble Ven. No fure, Sir, but Iam
mfinitely obliged to you for the great care
you have taken and ftill have ufed to in-
ftruct me, and beg the continuance of it |
for to morrow morning, '_

Eng.Gent. 1 {hall be fure to wait up-
on you at nine a Clock, but I fhall be-
feech both of you to bethink your felves
what to offer, for I thall come with 2
defign to learn, not to teach : nor will I
prefume in fuch a matter to talk all, as
you have made me do to day; for what I
have yet to fay in the point of Cure, is fo
little, that it will look like the Moufe to
the Mountain of this days difcourfe.

N 2 . Dod}.
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Doét. Tt is fo in all Arts, the Corollary
is fhort, and in ours particularly. Thofe
who write of the feveral Difeafes incident
to humane bodies, muft make long Dif-
courfes of the Caufes, Symptomes, Signs
and Prognofticks of fuch Diftempers; but
when they come to treat of the Cure, 1L 1S
difpatched in a few Recipes. |

Pyg. Gent. Well, Sir, for thisbout, I
humbly take my leave of you; nay, Sir,’
you are not irt a condition to ufe ceremo-
ny.

) Dod- Sir, 1 forbid you this door; pray
retire : to ftand here,is worfe than to be
in the openair. |

Noble Ven. 1 obey you both.
Dot 1 fhall waiton you in the Even-
ing,.

[

sl

[181]

The THIRD DAY.

Noble Ven. Entlemen, you are ve-

ry welcome: what,you

are come both together !

Doét. T met this Gentleman at the
door : But methinks we fit looking one
upon-another, as if all of us were afraid
tofpeak. ' )

Eng. Gent. Do you think we have not
reafon,in fucha fubje@ as this is2 how can
any Man, without Hefitation, prefume
to be fo confident as to deliver his private

opinion ina point, upon which, for al- -

moft 200 year ( for fo long our Goverp-
ment has been crazy) no'*%\dan has ven-
tured ; and when Parliaments have done
any thing towardsit, there have been A-
nimofities and Breaches, and at length
Civil Wars »

Noble Ven. Our work to day is, to en-
deavour to thew how all thefe troubles
may be prevented for the future, by ta-
king away the Caufe of them, which is
the want of a good Government ; and

therefore it will not be fo much prefum-

N 3 ption
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ption in you, as charity, to declare your
(elf fully in this matter.

Eng. Gent. The Cure will follow na-
turally, if you are {atisfied in the Difeafe,
and in the Caufe of the Difeafe: for if you
agree that our Government is broken,
and that it isbroken becaufe it wasFound-
ed upon Property, and that Foundation
is now fhaken ; it will be obvious, that
you mult either bring Property back to
your old Government, and give the King
and Lords their Lands afain, or elfe you
muft bring the Government to the Pro-
perty as it now {tands. o

Doft. Tamvery well fatisfied in your
Grounds ; but becaufe this Fundamental
truth is little underftood amongft our
People,and that in all converfations men
will be offering their opinions of what
the Parliament ought to doat their Meet-
ing, it will not beamifs to examine fome
of thofe Expedients they propofe, and to
fee whether fome or all of them may not

be effeétual towards the bringing us to

fome degree of {fettlement,-rather than

to venture upon fo great a change and

. alteration as would be neceflary to mo-
del our Government anew.

|

[ 1531

Eng. Gent. Sir, 1 believe there can be
no Expedients propofed in Parliament
that will not take up as much time and
trouble,find as much difficulty in pafiing
with the King and Lords, and feemas
greata change of Government,as the true
remedy would appear, at leaft I {peal as
to what I have to propofe ; but however,
T approve your Method, and if you will
pleafe to propofe any of thofe things, T
{hall either willingly embrace them, or
endeavour to fhew reafon why they will
be of little fruit in the fettling our
State. o i

Do Twill reduce them to two Heads
(befides the making good Laws for keep-
ing out Arbitrary Power, which is al-

ways underftood :) the hindering the-

growth of Popery, and confequently the
providing againft a Popifh Succeffor ; and
then the declaring the Duke of Mos-
montl’s Right to the Crown, after it hath

been examined and agreed to in Parlia-

ment.
Eng. Gent.

As for the making new

Laws, I holditabfolutely needlefs, thofe

swe have already againft Arbitrary Pow-

er being gbundantly fuﬁi(;_icgt, if they

N 4 ﬂ’ilght
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might be executed ; but that being im-
poffible (as I fhall thew hereafter) till
fome change fhall be made, T fhall po/#-
powe this point : and for the firlt of your
other two, I fhall divide and feparate the
confideration of the growth of Popery
from that of the Succeffion. Iam forry
that in the profecution of this Argument,
I'1hall be forced to fay fomething that
may not be very pleafing to thisworthy
Gentleman, we being neceffitated to
difcourfe with prejudice of that Religi-
en which he profefles; but it fhall ke with
as little ill breeding as T can,and altoge-
‘ther without paffion or invetives.

 Noble Ven. It would be very hard for
me to {ufpect any thing from you that
fhould be difobliging ; but pray, Sir,go
ontoyour Political difcourfe, for I am
not foignorant my felfbut to kaow that
the confervation of the National Religi-
on (keit what it will) isaffential to the
well ordering a State: and though in our
City the do&rinals are very different
trom what are profefled here, yet as to
the Government of the State, T believe
you know that the Pope or his Priefts

have as little influence upon it,’as your

Clerg}c/

[185] |

Clergy have here, or in any part of the
World. ) |

Eng. Gent. 1 avow it fully, Sir, and
with the favour you give will proceed. It
cannot be denyed but that in former
times Popery has been very innocent
here to the Government, and that the

Clergy and the Pope were fo far from op-

pofing our Liberties, that they both fided
with the Barons to get a declarationof
them by means of Magna Charta : Tt is
true alfo, that if we were all Papifts, and
that our State were the fame, both as-
to Property and Empire, asit was- 400
yearsago, there would be but one incon-
venience to have that Religion National
again in England, whichis, That the
Clergy, guatenus {uch, had and will have
afhare in the Soveraignty, and inferi-
our Courts in their own Power, called
Ecclefiaftical ; this is,  and ever will be a
Solecifim in Government, befides a ma-
nifeft contradi€tionto the words of Chrift
our Saviour, who tells us, his Kingdom
is not of this World : and the truth’ is, if

you look intothe Scriptures, you will

find, that the Apoftles did not reckon
that the Religion they planted thould be
o | National
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National in any Country , and there-
fore have given no precepts to the Magi.
{trate to meddle in matters of Faith and
the Worfhip of God ; but Preach’d, That
Chriftians fhould yield them obedience
in all lawfull things. There are many
paffages in Holy Writ which plainly de-
clare, that the true Believers and Saints
fhould be but a handful, ard fuch as
God had feparated, and as it were taken
out of the World; which would not have
been faid by them, if they had believed
that whole Nations and People fhould
have been true Followers of Chrift, and
of his Flock : for certainly none of them
are to be damn’d, and yet Chrit himfelf
tells us, that few are faved, and bids us
ftrive to getin at the ftrait gate; and
therefore I conceive it not to be 1magin-

able,that either Chrift or hisApoftles did

ever account that the trueReligion fhould
be planted in the World by the framing

of Laws, Catechifms, or Creeds, by the
“Soveraign Powers and Magiftrates, whe-
ther you call them Spiritual or Tempo-
ral, but that it fhould have a Progrefs
fuitable to its beginning « for it is vifible

that it had its Original from the Power

"~ and

[187]

| and Spirit of God, and came in againft
| the {fream, not onely without a Numa
\ Pompilius, or a Mahomet, to plant and
[ cftablifh it by humane Conflitutions and
| Authority, but had all the Laws of the

World to oppofe it, and all the bloudy

Tyrants of that age to perfecute it, and
to infli¢t exquifite torments on the Pro-
feffors of it,

§ very carly) the Chriftians were offered a

In Nero'stime (which was

Temple in Rome, and in what other Cities
they pleafed, to be built to Jefus Chrift,

and that the Romans fhould receive him
into the number of their gods; but our
| Religion being then in its purity, this
| was unanimoully refufed, for thatfucha
God muft have no Companions, nor
needed no Temples, but muft be Wor-
| fhipped in Spirit and Truth. The Succef:
| fors to thefe good Chriftians were not fo

fcrupulous;for within fome Ages after,the
Priefts to get Riches and Power, and the
Emperors to get and keep the Empire(for

by this time the Chriftians were grown -
numerous and powerful) combined toge-

ther tofpoil our HolyReligion,to make it

fit for the Government of this World,&to -

introduce into itall the Ceremonious fol-
o " ~ lies
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ties an '+ ons of the Heat I , that Popery might have fuit-

 lies and Superftitions of the Heathen; and fid before, t . L

which is worfe, the Power of Priefts,bot Jed Well enough with our old Conttitu

| ; 7 3 -
over the Perfons and Conféiences of Men, J1io% yet as to the prefent Eftate, hich

I thall fay no more of this, but refer you| inclines to Popularity, it would be whol-

i who Jly as inconfiftent with it, and with the
? " O t F . N .
to innumerable Authors who have treat Dower of the Keys, and the Empire of

| ;cllhzi?;s’ S@‘ff,%;fﬁrgﬁﬂ};tggéﬁﬁ Pr}eﬁs v(é;fp'e.ciqlly‘ where ;her? is_athto}f«-
tituled, La Religion Catholigue Apoftlipee| 1582 TriCictionin the e 8 BT
Romaine nfituce par Nume Pompile ; and P1?i7nce in the World. ~ T will add thus

to the incomparable Machiavel in his§*' ¢, d. v
Pofthume Letter, Printed lately in our nmuch in Confirmation of the Dollor’s

Language, with the Tranflation of his
Works. * But Thave made a long digrefli
on; and to come back again; {Rall onely

defire you to take notice, when I fay that} the State.

Growth of Popery, fince it- is now

: ; * ' 7 C , I be-
ancicntly Popery was no inconvenience | ( 1\{"513 Ve g’?- ; How can that be, I
in this Kingdom, I mean onely Political. | €6 ¥OU, 91T -

Eng Gent Sir,1will make you Judg of it
your fel;I will fay nothing of thofe toolifh
| Writings that have been putforthby Ma-
riana, Emannel Sa, and fome others,about
the lawfulnefs of deftroying Princes and

ly, as the Government then ftood, and}
do not fpeak at allof the prejudice which
mens Souls did and will ever receive from
- the Belief of thefe impious Tenents, and
the want of having the True Gofpel of
Jefus Chrift preached unto them, but
- iving in perpetual Superftition and Ido-
latry : The confideration of thefe Mat-
ters is not {o proper to my prefent pur- §
pofe, being to Difcourfe onely of Govern- |
ment. Notwithftanding therefore, ?s; |

all the confcientious and honeft Papifts
(of which I know there are great num-

but even abhor fuch curfed Tenents;and

com-

fertion, 'That we ought to prevent the .

growna Dangerous Faction here againft |

States in cafe of Herefie, becaufe I know -

bersin the World) do not only not hold,

do believe, that when the Pope, by Ex-
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communication hath cut off any Prince |

from the communion of the Church, |

can go no further, nor ought to pretend

a Power to deprive him of his Crown, or §
abfolve his Subjects from their Oaths and |
Obedience: But I {hall confine my felf

to the prefent condition of our Papifls

here. You know how dangerous it is |

for any Kingdom or State to havea confi-

derable, wealthy, flourithing party a- |

mongft them, whofe intereft it is to de-

ftroy the Polity and Government of the |
Country where they live; and therefore |
if our Papifts prove this Party, you will |
not wonder why this People are {o eager |
to deprefs them. ‘This is our Cafe: for in
thebeginning of Queen Elizabeths reigp,
there was an alteration of Religion in our
Country, which did fufficiently enrage |
~ the Holy Father at Rome, to fec that this §

good Cow would be Milked no longer.

He declares her an Heretick and a Ba- |

fard, (his San&ity not having declared

null that inceftuous Marriage which her |
Father had contratted before with his |
Brothers Wife, and which that King had |

diffolved to Marry her Mother) and af
terwards Excommunicated our Queen,

de- |

T ]

depriving her, as much as in him lay,
of the Kingdom; fome of the Zealots of
that Party (having a greater terrour for
thofe Thunder-bolts than I believe many
have now) began to Confpire againft
her ; and Plots grew at length {o fre-
quent, and fo dangerous, that it was ne-
ceffary (as the Parliaments then thought)
to fecure the Queen, by making fevere
Laws againft a People, who did not be-
lieve themfelves her Majefties Subjelts ;
but on the contrary, many of them
thought themfelves in Conicience obli-
ged to oppofe and deftroy her: andal-
though that Excommunication, as alfo
the pretended doubtfulnefs of the Title,
both died with that renowned Queen,
yet a new deiperate Conlpiracy againft
the King her Succeffor and the whole
Parliament enfuing, not long after her
deceafe, thofe rigorous Laws have been
fo far from being reipcaisd,that very

- many more, and tar feverer, have been

{ince made, and are yet in force. Now
thefe Laws make {o great a diftinétion
‘between Proteflants and Papifls, that
-whereas the former are by our Govern.
ment and Laws, the frceft People in the
- World,
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World, the latter are little better than |
flaves, dre confined to fucha diftance §
from their Houfes, are not to come near §
the Court, which being kept in the Ca. |
pital City, moftly deprives them from |

attending; their neceflary occafioris;; they
are to pay two third parts of their Eftates
annually to theKing, their Priefts are to

{uffer as Traitors, and they as Felons for }
harbouring them ; in fine, one of us, if-

he do not break the Municipal Laws for
the good Government of the Country,
need not fear the King’s Power, whereas

their being what they are, is abreachof |

the Law, and does put them into the
Princes hands to ruine them when he
pleafes; nay, he is bound by Oath to
do it, and when he does it not, is com-
plained againft by his People, and Pai-
liaments takeit amifs. Now judge you,
- Sir, whether it is not the intereft of thefe
People to defire and endeavour a change,
whileft they remain under thefe difcou-

ragements, and whether they are not

like to joyn with the Prince (whofe con-
nivance at the inexecution of thofe
Laws is the onely means and hope of
their prefervation) whenever he fhall

under- |

LT
undertake any thing for the increafe of
his own Power, and the deprefling his
Parliaments.

Noble Ven. What youfayis very un-
deniable, but then the Remedy isvery
eaficand obvious, as well as very juft and
honourable, which is the taking away
thofe cruel Laws, and if that were done
they would be one People with you, and

~ would have no neceffity, and by confe-

quence no defire to engreaten the King
againft theIntereft and Liberty of their
own Country.

Eng.Gent. You {peak very well, and
one of the Reafons amongft many which
I have, to defire 3 compofure of all our

‘troubles by a fetled Government, is, that

I may fee thefe People (who are very
confiderable, moft of them, for Eftates,
Birth and Breeding) live quietly under

our good Laws, and increafe our Trade

and Wealth with their expences here at
home ; whereas now the feverity of our
Laws againft them, makes them {pend

their Revenues abroad, and inrich other -

Nations with the Stock of England; but
as long as the State here is 1o unfetled
as it is, our Parliaments will never con-

O. feat
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(ent to countenance a Party, whoby tl{e
Jeaft Favour and Indulgence may make
chemfelves able to bring in their own Re-
ligion to be National, and fo ruine our Po-
ity and Liberties.

ht%\%)éle Ven. 1wonder why you fhould
 think that poffible? |
thl%ng. Gé’ﬂ};. Firft, Sir, for the P\ez}for}f
we Firft gave, which is the crazinefs 0
our Polity, there being nothing morei
certain, than that both m the Natura
and alfo the Politick Body any finifter
accident that intervenes, duringa VCY%F
Difeafed habit, may bring a dangerous al-
ceration to the Patient. An Infurretion }P
 adecayed Government, a thing otherw} €

rery inconfiderable, has proved very fa-
tal, as T knew a flight flefh-wound brmg
a lufty Man to lus Grave in our qu?,
For that he being extreamly infected with
the French Difeafe, could never procure
the Orifice to clofe; foalthough t.he1 de-
figns both at home and abroad, for al .telr :
e our Religion, would be very lttie
f>rmidable to .a‘well-‘fox‘mded Govhém_'
ment, yet in fuch an one as We gv.eﬂv
o, it will requireall our carctoo 1}71
ate fuch Machinations. Another Rea og

[ 195 ]
is the little Zeal thatis left amongft the
ordinary Proteftants, which Zeal ufes to
be a great Inftrument of preferving the
Religion eftablifld,asit did hereinQueen
Elizaberhs time; Iwill add the little
Credit the Church of England hath a-
mongft the People, moft men being al-
moft as angry with that Popery which

| is left amongit us (in Surplices, Copes,
| Altars, Cringings, Bifhops, Ecclefiaftical

Courts, and the whole Hierarchy, be-
fides an Infinite number of Ufelels, Idle,
Superftitious Ceremonies, and the Igno-
rance and Vitioufnefs of the Clergy in
general) as they are with thofe Dogma’s
that are abolithed ; So that there 1s no
hopes that Popery can be kept out, but
by a company of poor People called Fa-
naticks, who are driven into Corners as
the Firft Chriftians were ; and who only
intruth Conferve the Purity of Chrifti-
an Religion, as it was planted by Chrift

and his Apoftles, and is contained in Scri-

pture. And this makes almoft all fober
men believe, that the National Clergy be-
fidesall other good qualities have this too,
that they cannot hope to make their Hie-
rarchy {ubfift long againft the Seriptures,
O | the

4
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the hatred of mankind, and the Intereft of
this People, but by Introducing the Ro-
man Religion, and getrng 2 Foreign
Head and Supporter, which fhall from

time to time brave and he&or the King §

and Paliament in their favour and be-
half, which yet would be of little advan-
‘tage to them, if we had as firm and wife
o Government as you have at Venice.
Another Reafon, and the greateft, why
the Romifb Religion ought tobe very wa-
rily provided againft at this time, is, That
the Lawful and Undoubted Heir to the
Crown, if his Majefty thould die without
Legitimate Iffue, 15 more than fufpetted
to Imbrace that Faith; which (if it {hould
pleafe God to call the King, before there
beany Remedy applied to our Diftracted
State)would give a great opportumty (by
the Power he would havein Intervals of
Parliament) either to Introduce immedi-
ately that profeffion, with the help of our
Clergy, and other Englifb and Foreign

Aids, or elfe to make {o fair a way forit, |

that a little time would perfect the work;
and this is the more formidable, for that
e is held tobea very Zealous and Bigot-
ted Romanift ; and therefore may be tup-

| - pofed
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pofedito act any thing to that end,although
it fhould manifeftly appear to be contrary
to his own Intereft and Quiet ; {o apt are
thofe who give up their Faith and the Con-

‘dudt of their Lives to Priefts (who to get to

themfelves Empire, promife them the high-
eft Seats in Heaven ; if they will facrifice
their Lives, Fortunes, and Hopes, for the
Exaltation of their Holy Mother, and pre-
venting the Damnation of an innumerable
company of Souls which are not yet born)
to be led away with fuch Erroneous and
wild Fancies. Whereas Philip the Second of
Spain, the Houfe of Guife in France,and o-
ther great Statefmen, have always made
their own greatnefs their firft Aim,and ufed
their Zeal as an Inftrument of that ; And
inftead of being cozew’d by Priefts, have
cheated them, and made them endeavour to
Preach them up to the Empire of the World.
So I have done with the Growth of Popery,
and muft conclude, that if that fhould be

ftopt in fuch manner, that there could not

be one Papift left in England, and yet our
Polity left in the fame diforder that now
afflicts it, we fhould not be one Scruple the

‘better for it, nor the more at quiet ; the
Growth and Danger of Popery not being -

O 3 the
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the Caufe of our prefent Diftemper, but the
Effet of it : Butas a good and fetled Go-
vernment would not be at all the nearer for
the deftruction of Popery, fo Popery and all
the Dangers and Inconveniences of it would
not only be further off, but would wholly
vanifh at the fight of fuch a Reformation.
And fo we begin at the wrong end, when
we begin with Religion before we heal our
Breaches. I will borrow one Similitude
more, with our Docor’s favour, from his
Profeffion. T knew once a man given over

by the Phyfitians, ofan incurable Cachexia,

which they faid proceeded from' the ill
Quality of the whole Mafs of Blood, from
great Aduftion, and from an ill habit of the
whole Body. ‘The Patient had very often
~ painful Fits of the Chollick, which they faid
proceeded from the fharpnefs of the humour
which caufed the Difeafe ; and,amongft the
reft, had one Fit which tormented him to
that degree, that it was not expected he
could out-liveit; yet the Doctors delivered
him from it in a fmall time: Notwith-
{tanding, foon after the man died of his firft
Diftemper. Whereas if their Art had arrived
- tohave cured that (which was the Caufe of
the other) the Chollick had vanifhed of it

felf |

| [ 199 ] |
felf,and the Patient recovered. [ need make
no Application, nor thail need to fay much

of the Succeflion of the Crown(which is my

next Province) but this T have faid already,
That it is needlefs to make any Provifion a-
gainft a Popith Succeflor if you retifie your
Government ; and if you do not, all the
Care and Circumfpection you can ufe in

that Particular, will be ufelefs and of none

effelt, and will but at laft (if it do not go
off eafily, and the next Heir fucceed peace-
ably, as is moft likely, efpecially if the King
live till the People’sZeal and Mettle is over)
end probably mn a Civil War about Title ;

and then the Perfon deprived may come in

with his Sword in his Hand, and bring in
upon the Point of it both the Popifh Reli-

gion, and Arbitrary Power : Which,though

I believe he will not be able to maintain

long (for the Reafons before alledged,) yet -

that may make this Generation miferable
and unhappy. It will certainly be agreed
by all loversof their Country, that Popery
muft be kept from returning, and being

Nationalin this Kiﬂgdom, as well forwhat
concerns the Honour and Service of God,

as the Welfare .and Liberty of the People ;

"M

and I conceive there are two ways by which

O 4 the
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the Parliament may endeavour to fecureus | iament do nothing, as things ftand, to pro-

1 vide (at leaft,as much asinthem lies) that
| whoever fucceeds be a good Proteftant »

againft that danger ; the firft by ordering
fuch'a change in the Adminiftration of our
Government, that whoever is Prince, can
never violatethe Laws,and then we may be
very fafe at%ainﬁ-Popery ; our prefent Laws
being effettual enough to keep it out,and no
new ones being like to be made in Parlia-
ment that may introduce it ; and this re-
medy will be at the fame time advantagious
to us againft the ‘Tyranny and Incroach-
ments of a Proteftant Succeflor, fo that we
may call it an infallible Remedy both a-
‘gainft Popery and Arbitrary power. The
fecond way is by making a Law to difable
any Papift by name or otherwife, from In-
heriting the Crown; and this is certainly
fallible, that is, may poflibly not take place
(as I fhall thew immediately ;) and befides,
it is not improbable that an Heir to this
Kingdom in future times, may diflemble
his Religjon, till he be feated in the Throne ;
or poflibly be perverted to the Roman

ment ; and to oppofe him without that,will

Ifear, be Judged Treafon. - o
Doét. But Sir, would you have the Par-
o . liament

[ 201 ]

Eng. Gent. Yes, 1think it beft in the firft

place to offer to his Majetty the true Reme-
1 dy; &if'they find him averfe to that, then
{ topurfue the other which concerns the Suc-

ceflion, becaufe the People (who are their
Principals, and give them their Power) do

| expett fomething extraordinary from them
| atthistime; and the moft of them believe

this laft the only prefent means to fave
them from Popery, which they judge (and
very juftly) will bring in withit a change of
Government. But then,I fuppofe,they may
be encouraged to propofe in the firft place
the true Cure; not only becaufe that is in-
fallible, as has been proved, but likewife be-

caufe His Majefty in probability will {fooner
| confent toany reafonable Demand towards
| the Reforming of the Government, and to

| the fecuring us that way, than to concur to

\  the depriving his onely Brother of the
Faith after he is poffeft of it,when it may be |

Crown. And poflibly this latter (as T faid
‘too late to limit his Prerogative in Parlia- |

| before) may be the only way the Parlia-
| ment can hope will prove effeGtual : For if
| you pleafe to look but an Age back into our
| Story, you will find that Henry the Eighth

did
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did procure an A& of Parliament, which! § Queen, there was no confiderable Oppofiti-
zave him power to difpofe of the Crown by § on made to the peaceable Reception and
his laft Will and Teftament;and that he did § Recognition of King Fames of ha
accordingly make his faid Will , and by it § Memory. And thofe who did make 2 litt]e
devife the Succeffion to his Son Edward the § ftir about the other Title, as the Lord Coé-
Sixth, in the firft place, and to the Heirs of | hum, Sir Waiter Rawleigh, and a few others,
his Body; and for want of fuch, to his | were apprehended & condemn’d accordin

Daughter Mary, and to the Heirs of her Bo- | to Law. And,notwithftanding that,fince,in
dy ; and for want of which Heirs, to his | the Reign of K. Charles the Firft, there was
Daughter Elizabeth, our once Soveraign of | a bloody Civil War, in which Men'’s Minds
Immortal and Blefled Memory, and the | were exafperated at a high rate ; yet in all
Heirs of her Body ; and for want ofall fuch | the Courfe of it, the Original Want of Title
Iffue, to the right Heirs of his Younger | was never objected againft His late Majety.
Sifter , who was, before he made this Will, | T do not urge this to aver that the Parlia-
married to Charles Brandon Duke of Suffolk, | ment, with the King’s Confent, cannot do
and had Iffue by him. By this Teftament | lawfully this, or any other great Matter ;
‘he difinherited his elder Sifter, who was | which would bean incurring the Penalty of
married in Scotland ; and by that means did, | that Law, and a Solecifm in the Politicks -
as much as in him lay, exclude His Majefty | But to fhew,that when the Paffions of men
(who now,by God's Mercy Reigns over us) | are quicted, and the Reafons other than

.
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as alfo his Father and Grandfather. And to | they were, it happens oftentimes that thofe
make the Cafe ftronger, there paffed an A& | Adts which concern the Succeffion fll to
long after, in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, | the Ground of themfelves,.and that even
That it fhould be Treafon during that | without the Sword, which in this Cafe was
Queen’sLife, and a Premunire afterwards, | never adoperated.  And that therefore this
to aflert that the Imperial Crown of Eng- | Remedy in our Cafe may be likely never to
land could not.be difpofed of by At of Par- | take place, if it pleafe God the King live till
liament : yet after the Deceafe of thatl this Nation be under other kind of Circum.

Queen, | flances. Do,

ppy
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was only to perplex and divide them; and

ditional and Reverﬁonable : That is, Firft, |

[ 204 ] |
Dod. Sir, you fay very well: but it |

feems to me, that the laft Parliament was §

in fome kind of Fault, if this be true that |
you fay ; for I remember that my Lord |

Chancellor did once, duringtheir Sitting, in §

His Majefty’s Name offer them to fecure
their Religion and Liberties any way they
could advife of, fo they would let alone
meddling with the Succeflion, and invited
them to make any Propofals they thought
neceffary to that end. S

Eng. Gent. Hinc ille lachrime. If this had

been all, we might have been happy at this |

time; but this Gracious Offer was In
limine, accompanied with fuch Conditions |
that made the Parliament conjefture thatit |

did look upon it as an Invention of fome |
new Romanza, (Counellors and thofe too, |
poffibly,influenced by the Freach)to make
them embrace the Shaddow for the Sub-
ftance, and fatisfying themfelves with this |
Appearance, to do their ordinary Work of |
giving Money, and be gone, and leave the|
Bufinefs of the Kingdom as they found it. |
For it was propofed, that whatfoever Secu- |
rity we were to receive,fhould be both Con- |

[ 205 |
We fhould not be put into Poffe(Tion of this
new Charter (be it what it will) till after
the death of His Majefty who now is ;
whereas {uch a Provifion is defirable,and in-
deed neceffary for us for this only reafon,
-th;&t when that unfortunate hour comes, we
might not be , in that Confufion , unpro-
vided ofa Calm,Setled and Orderly, as well
as a Legal Way to keep out Popery.
Whereas otherwife, if webe to take Pofief-
fion in that Minute;it muft either mifcarry,
or be gotten by a War , if it be true that
Pofleflion be Nine Points of the Law in o-
ther Cafes, it is in this the whole Ten : and
Ithould be very unwilling,in fuch a Di-
{tration,to have no San&uary to fly to,but
a piece of Parchment kept in the Pells; and
to have this too, as well as other Advan-
tages, in the Power and Pofleffion of him in
whofe prejudice it was made : thishad been
almoft as good an Expedient to keep out
Popery, as the Bill which was thrown out

that Parliament ; which provided, that in

the Reign ofa King that {hould be a Papift,
the Bifhops fhould chufe oneanether upon
Vacancies. Thofe Counfellors who put my
Lord Chancellor upon this Propofal, were
cither very flender Politicians themfelves,or

— Ife
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elfe thought the Parliament fo.

been to take place till after the Deceafe of |

If Magna |
Charta and The Petition of Right had not § that
§ ceflion, the only thing they ‘had then left,

thofe Princes who confirmed them, neither §

had the Barons fhed their Blood to fo good |

purpofe,nor the Members of the Parliament
in Tertzo Caroli, deferved fo Glorious anr
Imprifonment after it wasended. The o-
ther Condition in this renowned Propofal
15, Thatall Provifion and Security which is
given usto preferve our Religion, fhall ceafe
immediately, whenever the Prince fhall

L207 ]
ments that ever Sate,and the moft Loyal; fo
that laying it afide, they fell upon the Suc-

and were {oon after Diffolved, leaving the

| Kingdom in a more diftra&ted Condition

take a certain Oath to be pennied for that

purpofe ; and[ leave it toall thinking men
to determine what that will avail us, when

us,who fhall not have fo much Zeal for his
hath’; but fhall poffibly prefer his Ambition,
and his defire -to get out of Wardthip, be-
fore the Scruples of his Confefior; and yet
may afterwards, by getting Abfolution tor,
Compliance, employ the Power he gets
himfelf, and the Security he deprives us of,

the fatality todifguilt one of: the beft Parlia-

T

than they found it ; and thiscan no way be
compofed, but by mending the Polity, fo

.that. Whoeyer is King cannot (Le he never {o
| inclined to it) introduce Popery, or deftroy

whatever Religion fhall be effablifhed : a5
you fee in the Example of the Dutchy of
Hanover, whofe Prince fome fourteen Years
fince, was perverted. to the Roman Church,
went to Rome to abjure Herefie (as they call
the truth)return’d home,where he lived and |

we fhall have a King of that Profeffion over Governed as he did before, without the leaft

| Animofity of his Subjeéts for his Change,or

i

!

Religion,as he who is now the next fucceffor || 2ny endeavour of his to Introduce any i his
| Government or People; and dying this laft

| Spring, left the Peaceable and undifturbed

4
g

Rule of hisSubjects to the next Succeflor,

| his Brother the Bithop of Ofnaburg, who s a

and Dilpenfation from fuch Oaths and | Proteftant, and this becaufe

the Polity of

b that Dukedom has been conferved entire for

iy
i

]

| (as Taid betore) whoever is King but fhould
ments | | o

. | many years, and is upen a right Bafis : and
to introduce violently what Worlhip and if our Cafe were fo, we fhould not onely be

Faith hepleafes. 'This Gracious Offer had  out of danger to have our Religion altered

111
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in other things be in a happy and flourifh- |
ing condition. But I have made a long and |
redious digreffion to anfwer your demands: |
Now ’tis time you affift me to find the Na- §
tural Cure of all our Mifchiefs. |

Dofl. Stay, Sir, I confefs my felf to be |
wonderfully Edified with your difcourfe }
hitherto, but you have faid nothing yet of |
the Duke of Monmouth. : 5

o 255 )‘Tf :

mefit. But certainly this proceeds onls
from the hatred theglr havg tocefg; g:i{
Succeffour and his Religion, and from the
compaflion they have to the Duke of Mos-
mouth ( who as they fuppofe, hath {uffers
ed banithinent and dif-favourat Coure. at
his Inftance) and not from any hopeéi of
expeltations that the Parliament will

to it by a happy Agreemient ifi Paglis: |

- Eng. Gent. 1do not think you defire it, |
though you were pleafed to mention fucha |
thing, for I fuppofe you cannot think it pof- |
fible, thdt this Parliament (which is now
fpeedily to meet by his Majefties Gracious
Proclamation) can ever fufler fuch a thing |

to be fo muchas Debated amongft them.

" Doél. Sir,you have no reafon to take that|
for granted, when you fee what Books are]
Printed,what great and Honourable Per{ons}

countenance any pretence that can b
made in his behalf to the Succeflion. ’
Dot 1t ‘may be when we have dif
courfed of it, I fhall be of y6iuf rhind,

(as indeed T am enclined already ) Bac
yet nothing in War is more dangerous
than to contemn an Enemy; o in this

Argumientation that we ufe to fecure oui -

Liberties, we muft leave nothing unat-

| ! :
frequent him in private, and countenance] {wered that may ftand in the way of thar,

“him in publick; what fhoals of the middlef efpecially the Duke of Monmonth’s Claing,
| which ispretended to confirm and forti..

‘ - {ort of people havein his PrOgrefs this Sum-|
fie them, for ( {ay fome Men) if you fet

mer met him before he came into any greatf 1
Town,and what Acclamationsand Bon-firesjy himup, he will pr;efent}y pafs all Bills
ety and Interelt

i havebeen madein places where he lodged. | that fhall concern the Sa

| Eng.Gent. Thefethings, I muft con{ of the Peoplé 5 And fo we fhallbe at reft

B fefs, Thew how great a Dittemper the Peo for ever. o e ar et

ple are in, and the great reafon we have| ‘_‘.Eiﬂg- Gent. Well, I fee T miift be mork

to pray God of his Mercy to put an end| ‘ﬁcd_-lous than Iintended 5 Firft then, thie
s e = e | p o
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ceafoning of thefe men you {peak of,does
in my apprehenfion, fuppofc a thing I
cannot mention without horrour, which
is, That this Perfon thould be admitted
immediately to the Poffeflion of the
Crown to do all thefe fine Matters 5 for
otherwife, if he muft ftaytill the Death
of our Soveraign whonow Reigns(which
I hope and pray will be many years )
poffibly thefe delicate Bills may never
pafs, nor he find hereafter the People in
fo good a humour to admit him to ‘the
Reverfion, whichif it could beobtain’d
(as I think it impoffible Policically ) yet
the Poffeffion maft be kept by a flanding
Army, and the next Succeflour cannot
have a better Game to play, nor a better
Adverfary to deal with, than one who
leaps in over the Heads of almoft all the
Proteftant Princes Families abroad,befides
fome Papifts who are greater; and when
we have been harrafled with Wars, and
the miferies that accompany it fome few

years, youfhall have all thefe fine People,
- .who now run after him, very weary aof

~“their new Prince: I would not fay any
thing todifparage a Perfon {o highly born,
‘and of foearly merit; butthis f may fay,

~That |

C (su )

That if a Lawful Title thould befet on
foot in his favour, and a thoufand Dutch
Hofts, and fuchlike, fhould {wearaMar-
riage, yet nofoberMan, thatisnot blind-
ed with prejudice, will believe, Thatour
King ( whem none can deny to have an
excellent underftanding) would ever
Marry a Woman {o much his Inferiour as
thisgreat Perfons Mother was 5 and thisat
a time when his Affairs were very low,and
he had no vifible or rational hopes tobe .
reftored to the Pofleflion of his King-
doms but by an affitance which might
havebeen afforded him by means of fome
great Foreign Alliance. Well, but to
leave all this, do thefeMen pretend that
the Duke of Monmonth fhall be declared
Succeflour to the Crown in Parliament,
with the King’s Concurence or without

it 5 if withoutit, you muft makea War

for it, and I am fure that no Caufe can
be ftated upon fucha point, that will not
make the Affertors and Undertakers of it
be condemned by all the Politicians and

* Moralifts of the World, and by the Ca-

fuifts of all Religions, and fo by confe-
quence, it is like to be a very unfuccesful

War. If you would have this declar’d

P 2 -‘ ‘ With o ;‘:}r‘,,z
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with the King’s Confent, cither you fup-
pofe the Royal affent to be given, when

‘the King has his liberty either togrant it,

or not grant it , to Diffolve the Parlia-
ment, or not Diffolve it, without ruine
or prejudice to his Affairs: 1If inthe firft
Cafe, it 1s plain he will not grant it, be-
caufe he cannot do it without confeffing
his Marriage to that Duke’s Mether,which
he hath already declared agawnftin avery
{olemn manner, and caufed it to be Re-

giftred in Chancery 5 and which not en-

ly no good Subject can chufe but believe,
but which cannot be doubted by any rati-

onal perfons for it would bea very un-

natural, and indeed a thing unheard of,

that a Father who had a Son in Lawful

Matrimony, and who was grownto per-
fection, and had fignalized himfelf in the
Wars, and who was everintirely betoved
by him, fhould difinberit him by fo fo-

lemnanafleveration (whichmuft beafalfe-
 one too) to caufe his Brother to fucceedin

his room. And whereas it is pretended

by fome, that His Majefties danger from

his Brothers Counfels and Defigns may
draw from him fomething of this; befide
that they do not much Complement. the

. S King g

Arts and endeavgurs more {uccefsful in
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King in this, it isclear, his Brother is

not {o Popular, but that he may fecure

him when he pleafes, without hazard, if

there were any ground forfuch an ap--

prehenfion.  But we mult in the next

place fuppofe that the King’s Affairs were

in fuch a pofture, that he could dény

the Parliament nothing without very

great mifchief, and inconvenience to him-

elf and the Kingdom 5 then1 fay, I doubt

not, but the Wifdom of the Parliament

will find out divers Demands and Re-

quefts to make to His Majefty of great-
er benefit, and more neceflary for the
good of his People than this would be 3
which draws after it not only a prefent
unfetlednefs, butthe probable hazard of
Mifery and Devaftation for many years
to come, as has been proved. So that as
on the one fide the Parliament could not |
make a more unjuftfiable War than upon N
this Account, {o they could not beDiffol-
ved upon any occafion wherein the People
would not fhew lefs difcontent and re-
fentment, and for which the Courtiers
would not hope to have a better pretext
to ftrive in the next Choice to make their

. P3 the
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the Eleftion of Members more fuitable
to their Defigns for the continuance of
this prefent mif-government; For if
this Parliament do mif-fpend the Peoples
Mettle, which is now up, indriving that
Nail which cannot go, they muft look
to have it cool, and {o the Ship of this
Commonwealth, -which if they pleafe
may be now in a fair way of Entering in-
" to a Safe Harbour, will be driven to Sea
- again in a Storm, and muft hope for, and
- expect another favourable Wind to fave
them; and God knows when that may
come. : | |
Doéf. But Sir, there are others, who
not minding whether the Parliament will
confider the Duke of Monmouths con-
cern, fo far as to debate it, do yet pre-
- tend, that there is great reafon to keep
ap the peoples affettions to him 5 and pof-

fibly to foment the opinion they have of

" his Title to the Crown, to the end, that
- if the King thould die re infeita, that is,
before fuch time as the Government is re-

dreft, orthe Duke of Tork difabled by
Law to Succeed, the people might have -

an Head, under whofe Command and

Condu®t they might ftand upon their
e, . Guard.

{ n §5‘ :
Guard, till they had fome way fecured
their Gowvernment and Religion. |
Eng. Gent. What you have ftarted is
not a thing that can fafely be difcourfed
of, nor is it much material toourdefign,
which is intended to fpeculate upon our
Government, and to {hew how 1t isde-
cayed : T have induftrioufly avoided the
argument of Rebellion, aslfind it coucht
in modern Polititians, becaufe moft Prin-
ces hold, that all Civil Wars in mixt Mo-
narchies muft be {fo, and a Polititian, as
well asan Oratour, ought to be Vir bo-
nws, {o ought to difcourfe nothing, how
rational {oever, in thefe points under a
peaceable Momarchy, which gives him
prote&tion, but what he would fpeak of
his Prince if all his Councel were pre-
fent. I will tell you only, that thefe Au-

thors hold, that nothing can be alledged !
to excufe the taking Armsby any people | |

in oppofition to their Prince from being

Crimen Lefe Majeftatis, but a claimto a j |
lawful Jurifdiction, or Co-ordination in | |

the Government, by which they may
jadg of, and defend their own Rights, -

and fo pretend to fight for, and defend |
the Government 5 for though all doac- i f

Pg knowledg;
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knowledg, that Populi falysis, and ought
to be the molt Supreme, or Soveraign
Lawinthe world; yetif wefhould make
private perfons, how numerous foever,
judg of Popali falus, we fhould have all
the Rifings and Rebellions that fhould
ever be made, juftified by that title, ashap-

penedin France, when Lz Guerre du bien

publique toak that name,which was raifed
by the infatiable ambition of a few No-

blemen, and by correfpondency and con -

federacy with Charles, Son of the Duke
of Burgundy, and other enemies to that
Crown. e
- Dott. But would you have our peo-
ple do nothing then, if the King fhould
be' Affaffinated , or die of a natural
death? [ 1
- Eng. Gent. You ask me a very fine
queftion, Dodor: If 1 fay , I would
have the pesple flir in that cafe, then
the King, and his Laws take hold of
me 5 and if I fhould anfwer, that I
would have them be quiet , the peos
ple would tear me in pieces for u
Jefuit, or.at leaft, believe that T had no

1enfeof theRiligion, Laws, and Liberty

of my Countrey.  De fif, 1 do fupe

o et - 7 " : pof6A e

o
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pofe, that if the people do continue long
in this heat which now poflefleth them,
and remain in fuch a paflion at the time
of the Kings death without {etling mat<
ters, they may probably fall into tumultg
and Civil War, which makes it infinitely
to be defired, -and prayed for by allgood
Englifb men, that during the quiet and
peace we injoy, by the blefling of his
Majefties life and happy Reign, wemight
likewife be fo wife and fortunate, as to
provide for the fafety and profperity of
the next generation. S
Doc?. But if you would not have the
people in fuch a cafe, take the Duke of
Monmonth for their Head, what would
you have themdo?
"~ Eng. Gent. DoCtor, you ask me very

fine queftions; do not you know that

Machivel, the beft and moft honeftof all
the modern Polititians, has {uffered (uffi-
ciently by means of  Priefls, and other ig-
norant perfons, who do not underftand
his ‘Writings , and therefore impute to
him the teaching Subjetts how they |
fhould Rebel and confpire againft their ||

Princes, which if he were in any kind

guilty of, he would deferve all the re-

e e i L et s s AN 3 g
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proaches that have been caft upon him,

and ten times more3 and fo thould I, if T

ventured toobey you in this. I am very
confident, that 1f any man fhould come
toyou, to implore your skill in helping
himto a drug that might quickly, and
with theleaft fear of being {ufpe&ed, dif-
‘patch an enemy of his, orfome other, by
whofe death he was to be a gainer; or
fome young Lafs that had gotten a Sur-
-ruptitious great Belly, thould come to
you to teach her how to deftroy the fruit 5
{ fay, in this cafe you would fcarce have
had patience to hear thefe perfons out ;
-much lefs would you havebeen fo wicked

‘to have in the leaft aflited them in their

~defigns, no more than Solon, Lycurgus,

- Periander, or any other of the Sages
-could have been brought to'have given

their advice to any perfons who fheuld

- have begged it, to enable them to ruine
- aud undermine the government of their
. own Commonwealths,

Do¢t. Sir, this Reprehenfion would be

f&ery juftly given me, if I had intended

by this queftion to induce you to coun-

~fcl me, or any other how to rebels my
-meaning was to defire you (who have

i , , | hereto-

g o emnaiagn e L @ e
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heretofore been very fortunate in pro-
phefying concerning the events of our
changes here) to exercife your faculty a
little atthis time, and tell us, what s like
to be the end of thefe deftra&tions we are
under, in cafe we fhall not be fo bappy
asto put a period to them by mending
our Government, and fecuring our Reli-
gion and Liberty in a regular way.

Eng. Gent. Doltor, I willkeep the re-

putation of Prophecy, which I have

gained with you, and not hazard it with
any new predictions, for fear they fhould
mifcarry 5 yet I care not, if I gratifie
your curiofity a little in the point, about
‘which you firft began to Interrogate me,
by prefaging to you, that in cafe we

{hould have troubles, and combuftions

here, after his Majefties deceafe ( which
God avert ) we muft expect a very un-
fuccesful end of them, if we fhould be

fo rafh and unadvifed, as to make the [ |

areat Perfon we have been lately fpeak-
ing of, our head 5 and that nothing can
be more dangerous and pernitious to us
than fuch a choice. I have neot in thig

difcourfe the leaft intention to except a- |
gainft, much lefs to difparage the perfo- |
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nal warth of the Duke of Monmouth,
which the world knows to be very great,
but do believe that he hath Courage and
Conduct proportionable to any imploy-
ment that can be conferred upon him,
whether it be to manage Arms, or Coun-
fels; but my opinion 15, that no perfon
1n his circum{tance can be a proper head
in this cafe; for the people having been
already put on upon his {cent of the title
to the Crown, will be very hardly called
off, and {o wiil forcethe wifer men, who
may defign better things, to confent that
he be Proclaimed Kizg immediately, ex-
cept there be fome other head, who by
his Power, Wildom, and Authority,
may reftrain the forwardnefs of the mul-
titude, and obviate thealtsof fomemen,

- whoft interelt and hopes may prompt them -

to foment thehumours of the people.Now
the confequences of hurrying a man to

the Throne fo tumultuoufly, without

the leaft deliberation, are very difmal;
and do not only not cure the politick di-
ftempers of our Countrey, which we

have talked {o muchof, but doinfinitely

augment it, and add to the defeafe our
State labours under already ( which is a
I - ~ Con-

(231 )

-Confumption ) a very violent Feaver

too ; 1 mean War at home, and from a-
broad, which muft neceflarily followina
few years: nor is it pofiible to go back,
when once we have made that ftep 3 for

our new King will calla Parliament which
being furimoned by his will, neither will

nor can queftion his Tite or Govern-
ment, otherwife than by making Addref-

fes, and by prefenting Bills to him, asthey.

do to his now Majefty.

Nob. Ven. It feems to me, that there

needs nothing more than that; forif he

confent to all Laws as thall be prefented
to him, you may reform your Govern-
ment {ufficiently, or elfe it is your own

faule. -

Eng. Gent. We have (hewed already, |

and {hall do more hereafter, that no Laws

can be executed till cur government be

mendedsand if you mean we thould make
fuch as fhould mend that ("befides thatit
would bea better method to capitulate

that, before you make choice of your
Prince, as wife people have done in all
ages, andthe Cardinals doat Reme inthe
Conclave before they choofe their Pope)
IHay befides this, it is not to be taken for .
.  guanted

ey e e R B

S e
e

i

i

i

£ l“

o :
v 241]
b 4111
[
Hl ki
® i
!% b1l
il
SRR

e
i e

ok



e . oA BT T G, -

“tion,

e TR S

SV

(MQ ), .

granted that any Bills that tend to make
confiderable alterations in the adminitra-
( and fuch we have need of, asyou
will fee anon ) would either in that cafe
be offered or confentedto 5 both Prince
and People being fo ready to cry out up-
on Forty-one, and tobe frighted with the

name of a Common-wealth,evennowwhen

we think Popery is at thedoor ; which
fome people then will think fartheroff,and

fo not care to make fo great alterations

to keep it out; befides thegreat Menand
favourites of the new Prince will think it
hard that their Kingfhould be {fobounded
and limited bothin power and Revenue,

that he fhall have no means to exercife his -

liberality towards them, and {o may ufe
their intereflt and eloquence in both
Houfes to diffuade them from prefing fo
hard upon a Prince whois a true zcalous
Proteftant,andhas alwaies headed thatpar-
tyand who is juftly admired, if not ador-
edbythe people 5 and confidering too that

all the power they leave him, will ferve |
but to enable him to defend us the better |
from Popery and Arbitrary power 3 for |
which latter Monarchy was firft Inftitut--
ed. Thus we may exercife duringa Parlia- |

ment &
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g:inntceorn C;,Vgp, love-tricks between the
- and his people, and imj |
: ople, and imitate ¢
hony moon that continued for about u::z
years after his Majefties Reftauration til]

- the ill management of affairs and the

new grevances that thall arie (which wil
le)fef é"gred never to fail till our 'tglzhég:g gg |
ted, notWithﬁanding the care of the
gsivblilgﬁ and his Co;ncellors)ﬁla?l(;wgﬁi
T diicontents of the people, and hen
theywill curfethe time P b o then
this ?gé’tion of a Prince, ththey e
men for not hindﬂrifngthe;n Th

N i ahi L3111 €n ICEY
glxllpby reckonmg_; up the difconten?s] i)r;‘"
. reaﬂfﬁclif > met;tlge after they had made-
 rali chotce of H. the 7th in the f |
;vho (had then no title ) when ’thee)f;1 Elzcv!x;
_hpw he made ufe of the power t'hey avé-
.%m; to leflen their greatnef;, 'andtogfox?m
ti eh;mfelf upon their ruins 5 when i
cgmestorhxs,andthat theGoverning‘ ért
comes to be but alit_t;le'fa_&ion,thepgok gf
g who never know the true caufe of th&f”
_1gernper) will be looking out abroad:
I\ze 0 has thc_; Lawful title (i‘f the nem:
teir be not 1A ‘!.;he: mean time with ap Ag-
my of Exglifp and Strangers in the field

nd the great

here,as. 1s moft likely ) and look upon the: | -
e Prinee 4@




( 224 ) et of kin, as

ince of Orange, or the next of kin, a
gg{i‘c?\ltufc Saviour (in cgﬁfe ;F}felc);{\ﬁge%%
dead in the mean time,and | P
| their diftruft taken away)
?Izi?;herllrot gnly 'difmntent;d perfo}r]lis; [\t/)gt
he 1 in general, lookt upon hisMa-
Eh{; Piggler:gv% ?:e;s their fature deliverer
§ 5'17n ourlate diftradtions, _W_ben hx; con-
ition was fo weak that he had fearce
d11;102wi'thall. to fubfift, -and. his enﬁe(mxgsﬂ
e ful at home and vitorious abroa E
V;)gce}: will not be I fear, our ;:1;{';:1. Lf;?é

-n (becaufe you wi ave |
3}}: g}i&égr’ ) thatif Nobles or people

+h unfortunate chioice as this
~ make any fuch unfortu

“ino the diftractions we may be 1nupon
dgrmgd(]’(?e?cgter;%:(;ve fhall not only mifs
o Ma}eé “or haveit deferred tlll. aqother
Go currxr;ient makeit; but remamn 1 ther
Gm;erﬁo’n‘ we now fuffer under; and be-
?‘? u that thall ‘be ‘fure(. to feel, ﬁrﬁ—fqt
l;ff S”,tﬁhﬁ: calamity of a Civil and Foreign

% o
szél af?:rg]fti}tlf and fuffer all theburden

and charge which 1s neceflary to provide

for it, befides all the other ill confequens
) 9

ces of a ftanding Army. "To conclude,

I affure you in the Faith ?f a o

meantime to be in per-

on me as
of our Cure,
thoufand times
an Office, and therefore fha
defire to be an Auditor,

| delighted us,
| concluding it.
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“that I have made thisdifcour(e folely and
{ingly out of zeal and affeGtion to the In-
tereft of my Countrey,and not at al] with
the lealt intention to favour or promote
the Caue or Intereft of the D. of Tork,
or to difparage the Duke of Monmouth,
from whom I never received thelealt un-

kindnefs, nor ever had the honour to be

in his Company 5 and to whom I {hall
ever pay refpe(t {uitable to his high Birth
and Merit. | |

Noble Ven. Well, Sir, your Reafon-
ing in this point has extreamly fatisfied
me3 and the Door, 1 {uppofe, was fo
before, as he averred; therefore pray Jet

us go on where we left. | o

Eng. Gent. Icannot take fo much up-
to be Dittator in the Method

fince either of you is a
better qualified for fuch

I 'henceforth

Doiz. Pray, Sir, letus not fpend time

in Compliments, but be pleafed to pro.
ceed in this bufinefs, and we ‘doubt not
but as you have '

hitherto wonderfully

Q Enre.
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Eng. Gent. 1{ce I muft obey you, but
pray help me, and tell me in the firlt
place, whether youdo not both believe,
that as the canfa canfaram of all our Di-
{trations is (as has been proved ) the
breach of our Government 3 fo that the
immediate Caufes are two: Firft, The
great diftruft on both fides between the
King and his Peopleand Parliament 5 the
firlx fearing that his Power will be {o lef-
fened by degrees, that at length it will
‘not be able to keep the Crown upon his
head: And the latter feeing all things 1n
diforder, and that the Laws arenot exe-
‘cuted ( which s the fecond of the two

“Caufes) fear the King intends to change

the Government, and be Arbitrary.
" Noble Ven. 1 am a Stranger , but

( though‘_lf}newr refleted fo much upon |

“the Original Caufe, as I have done fincel
“heard you difcourfe of it ) yet 1 ever
“thought that thofe two were the Caufes

of the Unquietnefs of " this Kingdom: 1

‘mean the Jealoufie betweenthe King and |
| - and the Inexecution of the|
great Laws of Calling Parliaments - An-||
‘nually, and letting them: fic to difpatch

his People,

 ¢heir Affairs : 1 underftand. this in the
- S time]

3 ( 237 )
time of His Majefties Grand-Father, and
Father, more than in His own Reign.
E#ng. Gent. Then whoever can abfolute-
ly lay thefe two Caufes afleep for ever,
will arrive to a perfect Cure; which I
conceive no way of doing, but that the
King have a great deal more Power or a
great deal lefs : And you know that whate
goes out of the King muft go into the
People, and {ovice verfz : Infomuch that
the People muft have a great deal more
POW§r, or agreat deal lefs: Now it isno
queftion, but either of thefe two, would
'r:}th‘f_:r increafe their Power than dimi-
nilhit 5 {o thatif this cannot bemadéup
by the Wifdom of this Age, we may fé€
in the next, that both the King will en-
deavour to be altogether without a Parlia-
ment, and the Parliament to be without
a King. o o
Doct. 1begin tofmell, that you would
be nibbling at the pretence which fome
had before his Majelties Reftauration,of a
Commonwealth or Democracy.
Eng. Gent. No, Tabhor the thoughts
. of withing, mch lefs endeavouring any
| fuch thing, during thefe Circumftanices
we are now iny That is; under Qathsof
TN o W  Dha.
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Obedience toa Lawful King,  And truly
if any Themifbocles fhould make to me
fuch a Propofal, 1 fhould give the fame
Judgment concerning it, that Ariflides
did in fuch aCafe. The Storyis hort 5
Afierthe War between the Greeks and the
Perfians was ended, and Xerxes driven
out of Greece, the whole Fleet of the Gre-
rian Confederates (except that of Athens
which was gone home)lay 0 a great Ar-
{enal (fuch as were then 1o ufe) upon the
Coaft of Attica 3 duringtheir abode there,
Themiftocles harrangues one day the Peo-
ple of Atbens (as wasthen the Cuftome )
and tells them, that he had a defign in
hishead, which would be of Infinite pro-
fit and advantage tothe Commonwealths
But that it could not be executed with-
out the Order and Authority of them,
and that it did likewife require fecrefie 5
and if it were declared there in the Mar-
ket- place, where Strangers as well as Ci-
tizens might be prefent, it could not be

concealed, and therefore propofed it to

“their confideration what (hould be done
s it: it was at lengthconcluded that The-

miffocles hould propofeitto Ariflides,and

if he did nextmorning acquai<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>