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e THEJUST,E.J |
.~ OF T H E
Poor WEAVERS
REPRESENTED Ge. ,:
S HEN an Enemy is conquerd
| in the Field, we never want -
People at home to kill them .
= over again: Clamour isfo ufe:
ful a Weapon in the modern
Wa of Party-Fighting among us, that T
do not at all wonder, that in ‘the Cafe of ;
the poor Jeavers, our Scribblers take ‘Ad= 3
vantage to fall upon them after the lgfs-
bavbarous Train’ d-—bands have done Wlth
them. : .
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- ons in the open Street.  And then Secondly,
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The Bufinefs is plain, the poor Men
were firft wrong in raifing 2 Tumult, that’s
certain. Secondly, they were BEATE N,
that’s as certain ; and therefore, which by
the way is excellens Pamphler Logick, they
have not the leaft Reafon to complain ; but

muft be all tax'd with a Guilt which they

have no Hand in, and even thofe that were
not in the Vice muft be run down, as if
they had no Grievance to cty out of, and
that all the Pretences of the Weavers in
General were, as the well-bred Author of
the {candalousPamphlet which we arenow
confidering, calls it, villainous and brutifb.
Itis however the Felicity of a juft Caufe
that its Oppofers are generally driven to
two moft fcandalous Shifts : Firft, to a
Refuge of Falfities for Argument. And Se-
condly, to the Neceflity of Railing, and
giving foul Language to fupport it. The

Author of The Pretences of the Weavers

examin'd falls into both thele ; and that in
the moft notorious manner, and be-
trays at once both his Want of Argu-

ment, and Want of Manners.

B A, e fdyh the Complaint of the

Weavers can only be known by their mur-
muring in Corners, and their riotous A&i-

He

(5)
He gives their Diforders in the Street the
Epithet of Brutifh and Villainous.. - :

I have nothing to do with his ill Lan<

guage, which after the Men aré fupprefs’d,
and in the Hands of the Law, is but a
cowardly Infult; and of which I only fay
this, that tho’ I abhor Mobbs of all {orts,
and am far from juftifying the Exorbitan-
ces of thofe poor Men, whom Oppreffion

may have fome Hand in making mad, yet

I think they are rather Objeéts of our Pity,
as I hope they will be of the Government’s
Clemency. , a S

But I muft take up our infulting Gen-

tlemen a little upon bis fuft Head; for tho’

I agree that the Weavers have no juftifia-
ble Reafon torebel. Imuft not fay, or lez
him [ay unreproved, that they have no Rea-
fon to complain: And when this Writer
tells us, thar their Complaint can only be
known by their Murmuring in Corners,” and

Riots inthe Strects ; he takesa great deal of

Dains to tell theWorld that he really knows
nothing atall of the Matter. TFor nothing

is more true than this, that the Complaint

of the Spittle-Fields Weavers, not at all to
excule the Extreme they have carry’d it

to, is a National Grievance, a Thing,

Trade groans under, and which if not

{peedily redrefs’d, our Woollen Manifi= |
. ctures
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&ures all over Britain will in time {ink
under ; and had thefe poor Men not been
fo over-prefs’d by their Miferies, as to
break out into Riot and Tumult, which
no Man catr excufe them'in: " We fhould
have known the Matter of this Complaint
very foon from other Hands, by a juft and
regular Application to thofe whofe Right
it is to hear the Complaints of the People,
and whofe Glory as well as Privilege it is
to be able to redrefs them ; and it is very
hard the Drapers and Eafi-India Jobbers,
who have thus employ’d a Mercenary to
rail, thould go about to prepoflefs the Na-
tion in Prejudice of fo juft a Complaint a-
gainft their own Encroachments, while the
whole Body of the Trading Part of the
Kingdom are concern’d fo nearly in the
Matter ; and while all our Manufa-

¢tures are in the utmoft Danger from the

Encroachment of an. upftart Importa-

tion of Foreign Goods whick by -the

Folly of our Women is grown up even
to a Trade-Plague among us, infeéts
our Inland Commerce, and makes the
Home-Confumption of our own Manufa-
&ure languith and decay in fuch a manner,
as bids fair to ftarve our Poor,and put the
whole Woollen Trade of this Nation,
which is {o confiderable, and on which
» we

we fo much depend, into the utmoft Con<
Is it poffible this Man can tell us, that
the wearing fo many printed Callicoes, is.

‘the Caufe of the, Complaint of the Wea-

vers ¢ And yet at the {fame Time tell us,
we -fhould have known nothing of it, but
from their Murmuring and Riots! Andis
it poffible that he can have the Face to feiy,’
that the wearing of Callicoes is the Caule
of their Complaint, and yet at‘the fame

. Time fay, their Complaint is not juft 2

‘When he cannot be ignorant, that the Com-
plaint againft the printed Callicoes, is the

- Complaint of the whole Nation ; - not the

particular Complaint of Spittle-Fields, with'
this Difference and no -other ; that fome
of the poorer Sort of Weavers in Spittle-
Fields, have been lefs Patient, and perhaps
that too, becaufe more fev_erelyl pinch’d
by the want of their Employment, than
the other Manufaé&ures ; and becaufe their
Subfiftence here in" London, not being fo
ealy asin other Places, they were lefs able
to fupport the want of Work., |
How abfurdly then do they argue, who
would confine the Grievance of this Calli.
goe Plague, for I can can call it no lefs,
to the poor Weavers in Spittle-Fields ; as
if, becaufe “the reft of the Weavers and

Manu-~
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 Manufadtures “in England, have been fefy
- riotous and tumultous, therefore that the
‘wearing of Callicoes, as Callicoes are

now worn, was no Grievance to them ;

or-that they were lefs fenfible of the de-

cay of their Manufactures, and the ap-
proaching ‘Ruin of their Trade, for their
being filent and dutifully {ubmiffive, till a
proper Time comesto {peak; this is firft,
intimating, that the Callicoes as now worn,

are no Grievance, which any Man of com-
~ mon Senfe would be afham’d to fay ; and

fecondly it fuggefts, which for ought I
know may be true; thatif the Country

Weavers and Manufa@urers, were as una-
ble to {fupport the decay -of their Trade,

as the Spistle-Fields Men are, they would
be as riotous as they. - : |

- Tt is indeed fcarce worth while to med-
dle with fuch weak and abfurd Things,
as for the fake of Clamour are ‘mufter’d
up by this Author, as well as by others,
in their ‘common Difcourfe againft the
poor Weavers: But according to Solomon,

2 Fool is fometimes to be anfwer’d ac-

cording to his Folly, that he be not Wile
in his own Conceit ; that is to fay, his
Folly is to be expos'd as it deferves; that
others may make him the fubje¢t of their
Jett, and he may at laft, be made afham’d

of himfelf, “This

- This is .e)&a&l\y: the Cafe here; out wife
Author - has affirm’d ; fome fuch plain and
notorious * Falfities, and ‘fuch felf-contra-

di¢ting ignorant Things, that they ‘want

to be expos'd indeed, that the Gentlemen
who fet him to work may fee how ill their
Advocate has manag’d their bad Caufe,
and how like one that cleanfes'a Blur with
blotted Fingers, he has made the better

- fide the worfe, . ~

Firft, he pleads Liberty and Property;
I confefsI have feen an ill Ufe made of the

Claim of Liberty in England before now;

but never knew it debauch’d in {o ‘grofs,
fo vile a manner before ; “ What fignifies,
“ fays he, all our Riches, and that Liberty

« and Property that we fo juftly boaft of,
- ¢ except we have the Liberty of Eating

“ and Drinking, or Wearing what we
“ pleale, and Thinking or Believing what
«“ we pleafe 2 o -

n

N

- Let us fuppofe, for Argument-fake, this

Man’s Demand - of exorbitant Liberty
granted to be juft, and how unjuft thenare

all fumptuary Laws, all Prohibitions of

any Kind in Trade ; why do we prohibit
Sugar from Portugal, Silks from India,
Wine and Brandy from France, and why
are any Laws made to regulate our Morals

and Manners 2 Such an Argument was
| B never




“not limited to it by the Laws.

(10)

never- offer'd to Men of Senfe in this

~ World. - Certainly Reftraint from doing
ll, is the greateft and beft Part of a Peo-

ple’s Privilege. -

& Reftraint from I is Freedom o the Wife.

As itis in Morality, {o it is in Policy ; and

as it is in Policy, fo it is in Trade ; to be

prohibited from Wearing that, which in

its Ufe hinders the Confumption, = and
threatens the Deftrution of our own Pro-
duce, is a kind and obliging Reftraint, and

- only amounts to a dire¢ting us to do,

what as wife Men we ought to be fup-

- pos'd defirous of doing, o wit, forward-

ing the Profperity of our Country, the

Trade and Manufactures of the Nation,
with- the Employment and Encourage-

ment of our Poor to the utmoft of our
Power ; a Thing which every Man that
has any Regard to the Profperity of the

Kingdom, and the Good of the People, will |

think himfelf oblig’d to do, tho’ he wer
To pretend to act injurioufly to the
Publick Good on Pretence of Lﬂ?ertg, is
{fomething like a fick Grenadier in Caza-
{omiay, who having eaten Grapes contrary
| o ©to
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to the General’s ‘Command,  who "prohiw-
bited the Soldiers eating Grapes, becaufe"
they threw them into Fluxes .and‘other
Difeafes ;- boldly told the General, he was:
2 free-born Englifb Man, and. thought he:
had a Right to the Liberty of killing him-"

felf whenever he pleas’d.

‘Why was an A& of Parliament made

but the laft- Seffion, forbidding ‘ any
Tradefmen keeping 2 Quantity bfg:Giin)-’i
Powder near the City of .ondon 2 Ought

not every ‘Man to have ‘the Liberty'to’ .

put what Goods he ‘pleafes into his ‘own
Houfe 2 R R

Much more ‘might be faid to this great
Lover of ‘Liberty, but it is not worth

while; he is, T perceive a true Libertine,

for he carries it to the height; he is for a
Liberty of eating and drinking whatever,
and I fuppofe AS M.UGH as he
%leafes/-,_ and to let you know he ‘is 1

ree-Thinker too, he adds, That our Li-
berty] fignifies nothing, unlef -ve may

believe and think what we pleafe t(‘)b; .

which by
gurpg}‘f;a it}i a Difpute about Weavers wans
o Wl it B
o g théofik’e ‘ Women wearing Callicoes,
ling this Lover of Liberty, that he might
aswell, and as juftly argue, that Men
: B2 ~ ought

the way, jis- much to the

I thall difmifs this, by tel- |



3 to have the liberty to do what theywill, | Tdoubt not, be demonftrated in its pro-
. as well as to eat and drink, and to- wear | per Time and Place, (iz.) The prohibi-
| what they will. But Icome:to the Mat- | . tingthe Importation of Eafi-ladia Prin-
il ter in hand, (viz.) The Weavers wanting - y t¢d7Cal'1;CQ§:S,iaI}d Silks, 1n.gh,e Yeax:(17or-.i
it Wark, and.the Callicoes being .vhe Canfe - fenfibly recover'd. and reftor'd ;. the J’za-
o of it vers who at that time were in2 moft mi-
i " Both thefe he would fain deny: But . T, {erable ruin'd Condition, by reafon of -the
1 . Truth flaring him in the Face, he faulters | Lofs of their Employment, that Trade

in the . Firft, and is bound to acknow-
ledge, tho’ as lamely as he can, That: fomse
of them do want Work. Now we will yield
to him here, and feeing we cannot get
the. whole ~Truth to be acknowledg'd,
we will take what we can get," (V:2.)
“That all'of them, (the Weavers). have not
Work, -or in Englifb, Some: of them do
awant Work. -Now: not to entet Into the
‘Fxamination of what he means by Some,
T.offer it thus, ‘That. more of them are
without Work, than have been without it
fifice .the . Time that the Eaft-India Prin-

ted Callicoes were prohibited ; and I{hall -

add, that as the printing them here. met
with Encouragement, {0 in - Proportion,
‘the Britifh Manufactures declin’d and de-
‘cayd,- and fo as the Manufactures de-
cay’d, the Weavers, who are the Manu-
fadrers decay’d of Courfe. . = =

- This Thing is not onlf)]cr to be b.elée;zv ﬁi
butis c of Demonftration, and wil
,;b‘jut xs ;apable of D‘ |  and W
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being manifeftly funk by the general Ufe

of painted Callicoes and Silks. ' - -

- Asfoon as the Parliament in their great
Concern for the poor Manufacturers, en=
quir’d into the Caufe of their Complaints,

~ they found them very‘juft, and that the

exorbitant: Ule of - Eafl-India - Manufa-
¢tures, had greatly injurd and- impove-
rifh’d our own ; upon which they found,
that it was a moft juft and reafonable Rez
queft of the Manufacturers, to havea Re-

- ftraint put upon the Ufe of the faid for-

reign Goods, and accordingly. the Prohi-
bitionwas pafsd. -
 ’Tis ealy to demonftrate: the Juftice
of the Demand, by the Confequence of
the Grant; no fooner was the Prohibiti-
on granted, but the Manufaétures reviv'd,

the Weavers recoverd, the abandon’d
- Streets were peopled, the Inhabitants who

were fled to:feek Bread by other Em-
ployments, returnd ; Spittle—-Pk'eld.r,‘l tll?; |
P look'd
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a for{aken Place, -and

was growing apace ihto a' Wildernefs, be-

came fertile, and Was B1'd with Inhabi-
tants like a populous City ; nay, the
‘Numbers exceeding :the

| Extent of the
Place, they fpredd thenifelves to Hoxton,
to Bednal-Grecn, to Stepney, to Soutbwark,
to Canterbury, and to Norwich, and no i-

‘dle Hands were found among them.

It would fill a long Hiftory to give an
Account of thevifibleDifferente which this
Prohibition of Callicoes, made on ‘the
Countenance of Trade ; and how nnu-’
merable Families by their Dilligence and
and Application grew rich. in the manu-
faGuring of Englifb Goods. -~

- But, “as if this Nation was never to
want a Set of Men to undo her; no
fooner .were the Eaf-India Chints and

 printed Callicoes prohibited from abroad,

but fome of Britain’s unnatural Children,
who we call Drapers, fet all their Arts to

work to evade the Law of Prohibition, \

to employ People to mimick the more
ingenious Indians ; and to legitimate the

Grievance, by making ‘it 2 ManufaGure s

After which to clench the Point againft the

Manufaéturers, and perpetuate the Grie-
vance, they prompted the laying a Tax
upon the Improvement, fo "to make 3
Fund

e e v
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*ant, by which Notice was given

- (15)
Tund: of the Oppreffion, and entail it o
their Country for Ever, =~ . . .
As this fuccefsful Mifchief encreas’d,
the Vanity of the People falling in with
it, the Weavers and Manufa@urers foon
felt the Effeé of it; and a5 the reftrain-
ing the Callicoes had raisd them, as a-
bove, {o the ‘opening a new Sluice which
let them in again, ‘immediately - affected
the Confumption of our own Goods-
Trade immediately felt a fenfible ~Decay:
and the Weavers Ruin came'gra}d'ually on;
the Callicoes and the Woollen Manufa-
ctures being -like two Ballances, whep
one Scale went down, the other went up,
and when one went u , the other came
down. L e T
Let any one that can’ fupport it with
Reafon; oppofe this fair'Statgp of the Ca}—l
lico Cafe, if they can? And let our Au-
thor’s affirming that the wearing of Calli-
coes' is not the Caufe of the Weavers
want of Work,. be fet in Compofition -
vx;itb It, {or impartial Judges to determine
of it. | e
To expofe the poor Weavers, and
make their Complaint for want of Work
appear more unjuft, this wife Author
tells us of a Publication in the Daily Cou-
that alf
thofe
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lA‘t:hqfcg Weavers as were willing to work

might be employ’d by fuch and fuch Men,
at Hoxton, Reading, and other Places, in

making of Sails. -This was a good Pub-

lication for the Proprietors of the Sail<

Cloth-Work in thofe Places to cry them |

up for Patriots, make their Undertaking
popular, and bring down the Price of
their Journey-men. - But let any one that
underftands the Nature of Weaving, and
the particular Works Men are broughtup

to, and capable of performing, judge of

the Thing. How can they fuppofe, that
Men always ufed to work in Silk or
Wotfted, could on a fudden turn their
Hands to - make Sail-cloath.; for tho’, it
all ‘be calld Weaving, yet there is as
much Difference ‘between the one ‘and
the other, almoft as between any two

Trades ; befides, I am inform’d, that fe-

veral of eur Men have been there to fee
for Work, and could not get any, but
were told, that it was not Silk or Wor-
fted Weavers they wanted, but Linnen
Weavers.  So that this is but a meer Blu-
fter, contriv’d as above, to render the

poor Men odious,and thefe fham Patriots

popular. . N
The Author in the next Place carries
ona great way his Infinuations in favour

of
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Qf ‘the: Calicoes, ‘atid let 08 matk one 6f
his Arguments to illuftrdte Lis Judgtiétit

in the Queftion, that is, in"his roth Pagey -
where he fays, our Silk MantfiGtures are
as: much 2 forreign  Commodity &8 the

Callicoes - printed -here: - The firfk Thing
he “{dys to confirm this; " is; -to el ;!
that moft of the Callicoes afe made in ‘6ur
OWN COLONIES ‘in theé Edft-Indies)
"This' wretched  Piece-of Tride-Nonfen{ey
cither fhews the Capacity- ind Senfé 6f
the Writer, or his - want ‘of Honefty } &'
impofe ‘fuch Stuff - upor s, * atid " nigy"
inform the World, how little the oppo=
fers';_, -of ‘the Weavers have to fay - £61 " theit-
C&Ufe. - AEERRN RS .‘;: (I Ehe P
- The true Cafe ‘is,’ that this podr-igs
norant -Writer,- does not uinderftand the"

difference between a Colony; and a Factoryy
and that " there is no fuch Thing ds & Bri-
fifb Colony in the Eaf-Indier.” Had we a2
Colony there, fuch as New England, New

- York, Barbadoes, &c. are in Americay wheré

the Englih People being plinted, the
Callicoes were made by the King's own
Subjects, and the Cotton wis the ;rodiicié«

of the.Land*inthe'faid'Colbny; whete
the faid Land isalways reckon'd a Part
of his Majefty’s Dominions ;- and whére
the Natives are the King’s Subjeéts, tho’
o C not
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not-Enuglifh, -as the - Slaves are in our. Co-,
lonies of Famaica, Barbadves, and - other
Places’; :had we,. I fay,. fuch Colonies in

for: the Callicoes made there. -

- But the Nature of ,aiFa&ory»'is.’jL]ui't‘éA a-

nother-thing ; for ‘a. Fa&ory -is no. more
than a Settlement for Commerce; -by-the

permiflion of the King, or Government,

or;-People -of the' Country: It is true,

that” fometimes : Forts and Strengths are.

built in fuch Countries, either by Permif-
ﬁg_n_ of the Governour of thofe Countries,
as.on- the Coalt of Melabar, Coromandel,
Sumatra, and other Places in India ; or by
Force, as on the Gold Coaft in Africk ;5 but
in neither of thefe is ‘there any -Colony,
much. lefs any Manufadture made there by
our own People. . - | .

~To fay then, tha tbe.Callic‘cA)‘evsl :alré made

in our Colonies in the Eaft-Indies, is the
- moft ignorant Piece of Confidenice. that I

have ever- met with, -and. to argue from
thence; that therefore we muft admit them

~ to the ruin of our Trade, and- ftarving our

Poor, is as far from Senfe as the other is
fromT'ruth. But had it been true, that they
had . been made in- our Colonies, that is

to {ay, by ourown People, goi' the Pro-

duce of our Colonies is our own Produce; yet,

the Eaff-Tndies, more had been to be faid-

IR
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as they are the Deftruction of ‘our Trade,

and the Ruin of our Poor,’ they ought to

have been prohibited; as e are told Coals
are to be found in the County of Middle-

[ex, but:are not allow’d to be Wr‘b‘u’ght, :

becaufe of the Ruin of.the Navigation,
which would be the Confequence;’ or as
‘we are by Law prohibited from Planting
Tobacco in England; that the moft advan-
tageous Trade of Tobacco by Virginia
may not be loft ; for it is the Practice not of
our Nation only, but of all wife Nations';
not to let any Branch of their Commercé
interfere with another, and to fupprefs the
Increafe of one Thing when it is deftrultive
to another ; fo that the Cafe would be the
fame in the Callicoes, tho’ they were the
Produét of our own Country, and the Ma+
nufaéture of our own People, -~ .
This effeGtually takes off all the Pre-
tences which can be made for the Calli-
coes, becaufe of their being printed at
Home, and fo being to be call'd our own
Manufa@ure, for in all fuch Cales, the
fmaller Manufaltures are to give way to

~ the great; the new invented ones are to

ield to the ancient Standard, and always
thofe Manufadtures are to be preferr'd,
which - employ moft People, or confume

the moft of ‘the National Produce ; of

C a2 . which
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|t whichinnumerable Inftances are to be gi-
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Price Wool bore now a_i:»;’Malrket,' and-

- -~ yen, that Wouldbg:ﬁ;llyparallelto thys, what Price it bore thiree or four Years ago;.
A werethisurgd co be 2 Bringh Manufuciure, . Which having not done, I.fhall content

LI TRy R

N S which;we deny.." "

Lwedeny,. . ' . T I myfelf with telling him,.-}t;hat..~th0f_: I:did
i . Thus 1 think the chief Allegations of - | not know the Fa& to: be falfe, yet I
A the'Drapers and their -Agent - are fully an- ought to charge him with it, as falfs, be~
jiis fwer'd, ‘and it is fufficiently provd that | caule he has not prov'd it to be true. - -
the Wearing of Callicoes is the Caufe of But to come nearer to the Point, I referr
the miferable Decay of our Trade, and of o the impartial Reader to enquire.in Black-
the Weavvers wanting” Employment ; and ; well-Hall, and 'in the Ware-houfes of alt
alfo that thefe .Callicoes are not. the Ma- 0 the, Wholefale ‘Dealers in- the. Wool- )
nufagture of our own Fellow-Subjeéts ei- 1+ len ManufaGures, and let thofe Wares
ther at Home or Abroad, the Printing, ¢5e, houfes anfwer; the Queftion,whether there
“only exce; LT i 1is not an univerfal Glut of all our Ma="
... Bt we have ftill more of this Author’s I nufactures at Market ? ‘And whether in
ilk-tivifted Arguments, ‘to take Noticeof; = | fpite of the known and general Profperity
he tells us, the Wearing of Printed Calli- . ' of our Affairs abroad, - there is not a great
coes cannot be the Occafion of the Weavers | Damp upon- our ‘Manufadtures, and the
wanting Work, {0 far as it refpects the g Demand - exceedingly  leffen’d, -and how
Woollen and Worfted Weavers, for then | fhould the Weavers ‘have a full Employ,
Eﬁé__“,uﬁﬂepiablé,@Qijfequénge‘f, would be . when the Goods they fell ‘have not a full
the ‘Fall of the Price of Wool, and the | Confumption, but lies upon Hand unfold ?
making it.a Drug at Market; and to clench B~ And this I infift upon, is a more regular
this, he affirms that,at the End of it, which N and more certain Rule to judge by, than
he cannot proye; and is in Fagtfalle, (viz.) =~ | that of the Wool, which has another Inci-
That Wool is dearer and fearcer at Market dent attending it, by which we may ac-
for thofe two Years paft, than it has been in !~ count for its'Dearnels, tho’ there was an
many Years before, ~ =~ univerfal Want of Work .among; all the
g Manufa&urers in Great-Britaii, and that
is, the exceffive Deftruion: of our Com-
o ; merce,

only excepted.

... He that affirms this, ought to; prove '-iﬁ:é
4pd.he ought to have told us fairly, g‘}?@t'
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(22 ) ,,
merce, and Wafte of our Wool by . clan-:
deftine. Exportation- in {pite of the beft
‘Laws, and the greateft Apphcatxon pofﬁ-
ble to prevent it. :

" Liet him affure us; no Wool fhall be ¢ ex-
ported and run into France, and then if
“the Price holds up, and the' Quantity is
fcarce at Market, it would argue fome-
thing .in the- prefent Cafe, but otherwxfe
it cannot.

Such an Argument as this can never be
upheld but by a Chain of Abfurdities, and
Pwlﬁtles, and fuch we have before us; for
in the next Place he undertakes to prove,
that the Wearing of Callicoes does not hin-
der the Wearmg either of Woollen or Silk,

. and, he [ays, the Prices prove it as follows.
'« Befide, the Prices of Printed Callicoes

« do {o very far exceed the Prices of
« Woollen or Worfted Stuffs, that they

« do not interfere with them ; for thofe

« that buy Stuffs, buy them for their

% Cheapnefs, which I'm fure cannot be
€

[l

{faid of thole that ‘buy Callicoes ; of
« which-Truth our Wives make us fenf -

o« ble to our Coft.

« And.as to the Slik—Weavxn the
Price of Calhcoe is as much below that
¢« of Silk, that it cannot be truly faid that

* Calhcoes hinder the Wearing of lekd
[43 an
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« and it’s very likely that many ‘of thofe

<

)

- that buy Cahxcoe, wou'd. not buy ‘any

- - Thing elfe inftead of it, if there wasno -
« fuch Thing in being as  Callicoe ; being .

 induced to buy more for the. fike ot

« Variety, than any Occaf ion. they have'

\“ for it.-

Nothing Eut ‘the Aﬂ"urance of - fuch

an Author as this could run fucha Length,

for by this Notion the Callicoes .are too .

dear to hinder the Woollen, and too cheap
to hinder the Sllk and thereisnot a Piece
of Worfted Goods or Silk Goods made

the lefs for them'! thlS is {uch a Height of
Arrogance, as I believe no Age, no Hi-

ﬁoxy, no - Man’s ‘Memory. can thew me

the like; and as it:is to be contradiéted by
almoft every one that walks the Street,
there is really little lett for me to do, but
to - wonder. at bzr Face RS need fay no
ore. ,
It is plain to every one’s Underﬁandmp ,

and the’ very Weavers and Sellers of Callx- |

coes will ‘acknowledge it; : that all the

~ mean People, the Servant-Maids: and in-

differently poor People, who would: othes-

wife cloath themlielves, and were ufually

cloathed in thin Womens Stuﬂ% made at
Norwich and London, or 'in Cantaloons

and Crapes, ¢ are now cloath’d in Cal-

licoe



- with the beft of our Gentry.. .- S
- I might take Notice here; how the Ex-
" -ample of our Gentry was perhaps the firft

()

licoe or Printed Linnén; mov'd to it as
~well for the Cheapnefs, as the Lighthefs -
- of the Cloth; and Gaiety of the Colours v
Thie Childrerrimiverfally,whofe Frocks and
‘Coats were all either made:of Timmies

work’d at Coventry, ot of firip’d thin Stuffs
made in Spitilefields, appear now in Printed
Callicoe or.Printed Linnen ;' let any one

‘but caft their Eyes among the Children of

“the meaner: Sott playing in.the Streets, ‘ox
~of the. better Sort “at- Boatding Schools,
~ and in our Families ; the Truth,is too plain

to be deny'd... . - |

2. As to the richer Sort of AP;e’.Opl'e, Ladies
and .even Perfons of  Quality, the fine

Chints and Painted Callicoes, as well In-
dia as Englifh, fome of which are even

dearer than Silk, have fo fir fuperfeded .

the Wearing ‘of Silks, ‘that they prefers

“them to the fineft Damasks ;' and we need
do no more than appeal to the Drapers

Wives,  {fome. of - whom " would ' perhaps

- think themfelvés affronted not to berank’d

real Occafion of the Callicoes being fo uni-
verfally “accepted, and worn among the
-common: People, for as there is an invin-
cible Pride in the ordinary People, of being

D A counted
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counted what they are not, they are almoft

led into all their Fathions in Imitation of

-the Gentry ; and therefore tho’ it might

be true that fome Ladies. of Quality do
wear Callicoes more for the fake of Va
riety than any Thing elfe, yet the meaner
fort of People were firft brought to

wear them more; becaufe they faw them -
- worn by the Gentry, then for any Con~
-venieucy, or feal Liking they had to

them at firft themfelves ; that is to: fayy
they wear them becaufe it was the Fafhion

~ to do fo. , :
~ To fay then that no body wears Callis

coes but as a Superfluity, and that they

-do not buy the fewer Cloaths of Stuff of

Silk, is too grofs a Falfity to deferve a Re-

ply, except fuch a one as good Manners to |

the Readers of this forbids me to mention,

It would move us to fome Laughter;
to hear this Author talk next of the many
thoufand Families which are em ploy’d-in
the Printing; and as he calls it Manufaltu-

ving the Callicoes over again in England,
‘who he feems much concern’d for, and
would recommend to our Compaflion, as

Perfonsnot to be impoverifh’d or depriv’d

of their Bufinefs and Employment ; but this
charitable good.Chriftian does not remem-

- ber that at the fame time he is for ftarving

D | the
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the innumerable Families of poor Weavers -
in Favour of the Callicoe-Printers. Now,
as to thefe great Numbers, I am well af-
fur’d by thofe who have made it their Bufi-
nefs to go thro’ the whole Trade and exa-
mine it, that the utmoft Numbers of Fa-
milies that can be reckon’d up by the
moft impartial Men, as employ’d in the
Trade of Printing and Managing the f{aid
Callicoes, come to fome lefs than feven
hundred ; whereas the Families of Weavers

- and Manufacturers here in London, and in

the feveral Countries where they were em-
ploy’d in Work, which this Printing of
Callicoes is particularly prejudicial to, a-
mounts to above a hundred thoufand; be-
fides, that this laft, is a Work of but yefter-
day, and fo modern, that very few of thofe
few Perfons employ’d in it were originally
brought up toit, but acquir'd it by Habit,

having moft of them been bred up to o--

ther Works, which it is eafy for them to
re-affume ; {o that were the Numbers e-
qual, yet the unhinging the Callicoe-Prin-
fers who are fo few, and have other Em-
ployment, can be no way equal, or fo
much as to be named with the unhinging
the Weawvers, and fending their Families

like a Flood of Beggars to over-fpread the -

Nation,
In

In the nest 1(27) '

e next place we find, he is as jlf 2
Merchant as he is 2 Manufa@urer aZslgp;j
pears by a moft fcandalous Falfhood af-
rm’d by him in the Cafe of the Importers
of Silk, the Silks that we import, fays this
knowing Author, whether wrought ov- un-
wrought : We buy at dear Rates of Fo-
veigners, either with Money or Bills of Ex-

change, which is the [ame Thing in Effect

to the Nation, ~

: This Paragraph is utterly falfe, for we
uy Silk as'cheap as any other Nation can

buy it, and “that neither with Money or

- Bills of Exchange for the far greateft Part,

but with our iti
before—mention(’)c?.,n ComedltleS s

One would have thought beine to ap-
pear in Print in fo Weiggtll]ty bsl%a;: al};;
thould have thought fit to have confulted
fome of the Italian and Turky Merchants,
and at lgaﬁ have ask’d them whether the ;
buy their Raw Silks with meer Money anc);
Bills of Exchange ? Or whether they do not
purchafe thofe Silks with the Produce of

the Brizifh Manufactures ? Then he would

- have been taught better, than to afiert 1

Thing {o falfe and abfurd in itfelf,
But to leave the lefler Cavils and Rail-

leries of this Reprefentative of the Weawvers

Enemies, I come to the grand Objection
2 of
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of all, and which they have {pread about
the Town with much Noife and Clamour,
to make the Matter as popular as they
can, in which it is remarkable, that while
they blame the Weavers for mobbing, they
fall into the fame Crime, and endeavour
to raife the Mobb againft the Weawvers,

- “The grandCaufe of the Weavers wani-
¢ ingWork, [ays be, is the Covetoufnefs of
« both Mafters and Journeymen, in tak-

~ < ing fo many Apprentices for the fake of

¢ the Money they have with them ; not

« confidering whether they fhall have Em-

¢ ployment for them or not. ,

 Then again, Journeymen Weavers
 come from many Parts of England to
¢ London, for the fake of eafier Work,
< and greater Wages, fo that their Num-
 bers are (as I'm credibly informed )
< pear double, what they were ten Years
« ago.

< yeign by the late Rupture with Spain.

[

~ Thisis a full Charge againft the Wea-
wers, and would have fome Weight in it,
if true, tho’ not enough even then to fup-

- port the Malice of it.  But. this, like tl}f
. ' rett,

Thefe Things confider’d, tis no.
« Wonder, that fome of them have not
< Work ; efpecially at this Junéure, when
« our Inland Trade hath been damp'd, by
« the Noife of an Invafion, and the Fo-

s
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reft, ‘ftands upon a rotten Foundation ;

tor in-a word, this whole Charge is ut-’
terly falfe, as -any Thing can be, for in'

the firft place, few of the Mafters tike

it is very {eldom more than one, and per-
haps that one, a Son or near Relation. And:

fecondly, as to the Journeymen, as they
are call'd, the Effence of the Charge is
falle, that is to fay, their taking. Appren-
tices for the fake of the Money; for where

there is one has Money with his Appren-~

tice,there are fifty that has none at all; and

the moft they have when they can get it,"

is not above five ‘or fix Pounds; and the
Reafon of this proves itfelf. For in the

any Apprentices at all, and when they do,

firft place, they commonly take fuch poor -

Boys for Apprentices as have been firft
brought up- in the Trade; for you muft
know, that every Workman has a Boy to
attend him to help him to pick his Silk
clean, to fill his Quills ; and in a flowerd
Work, to draw up the Figure : Some of
thefe Things thefe Boys are able to do at
the Age of fix or feven, for which, they
earn two, three, four Shillings, and four

- Shillings and {ix Pence a Week, which is a

great Help to their poor Fathers and Mo-

thers: Thus they continue till the Age -

of fourteen, at which time they feek for a

‘Mafter,
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Mafter, and Mafters alfo féek for fuch Boys.‘ |

Secondly, it is of much more Advantage

to a Mafter to take fich a Boy without
Money than a Stranger with Money, and

the Parents of fuch Boys being known to
be always.very poor, ’tis moft ridiculous

to fay, that they are taken for the fake of

Money. |
I would advife him to handle very ten-
derly, (viz.) that ’tisno wonder the Wea-
vers have not Work, efpecially at this
Junéture, when our Inland Trade has been
damp’d by the Noife of an Invafion, and
our Foreign by the War with Spain; cer-
tainly the Government locks upon’ this
Author with the utmoft Contempt, and as
one below their Refentment,

~He muft {ure fuppofe, that either the

Then he comes to a nice Point, which

Danger of an Invafion was much greater
than it was, or that the Apprehénfions of

it put us in a terrible Fright, that he fhould
tell us fuch a Damp was put upon our
Home-Trade by it: This is making the
‘World believe we were terribly affrighted
at the Noife of an Invafion ; and that the
Spaniards were {o formidable to us, as that
the Rumour of their coming put a Damp

- upon our Trade ; thisway of giving Weight
to an Enemy, was always offenfive to the

Friends

o o
7

Callicoes

(31)

Friends of the Government, and has been

branded in moft Times by the Minifters
of State asa Mark of Difaffetion; how he

will come off of it, be that to himfelf; but

certainly he might have left it out of his
Argument in this Cafe; for. neither did

. this Grievance owe its Rife to the Noife,
of an Invafion, or to the Warwith Spain :

Thel¥eavers never mutiny’d or com plain’d
during the late ten Years War with Spain,or
in any of the moft menacing Circumftances
of Trade ever fince the Revolution. But
their Grievances arifes from their being cut
out of their Work by the Encroachment of
Foreign Manufactures ; and by the ill Con-
duct of People at Home, encouraging the
Confumption of Foreign Goods, and crufh-
ing and opprefling our own : The Founda-
tion of this was laid, neither in the Invafion
from Spain, or the War with Spain; but
in an Invafion from India ; the Plague of
over-fpreading the Land,
ftarving our Men out of their Looms,

‘and taking the Bread out of their Mouths .-

and the Evidence of this is clear enough,

for grant but the Weavers an A& of Par.

liament to prohibit the Wearing of Calli-
coes, and you may make War or Peace
as his - Majefty pleafes, the Weavers will
never concern themfelves about it: The

- Spaniards



1t offy they might be at Liberty to do fo,

| (32) .
Spaniards ‘may come or flay away, it is
much the fame Thing to the Trade, they
meddle neither one Way or other : But

the Callicoes are the Invaders they com-~

plain of, and the only Enemy they chal~

lenge on this Occafion. . B |
‘And now our Author having done with
the Weawvers, turns Advocate for the Cal=

licoes, and for the Eaf-India Company ;
but performs this Part as weakly, as he

has done the other wickedly ;  the only
Thing of Weight he offers is, that the
Duty on Printed Callicoes brings in Mo-
ney to the Publick Revenue, and that this

. Money is appropriated by Parliament, as he

fays, for the Security and Reimburfing o

great Numbers of Perfons who have cor-
tracted with the Govermment at feveral
Times : A great Rumble of ufelefs Words
put together to tell us the Duties on Cal-
licoes, are made a Fund for the fecuring
Money borrow’d by the Government. And

‘what is all this to the Purpofe? The Par-
liament who gave that Duty, and made it -

aFund made it redeemable by Parliament,
that is to fay, kept the Power in their own
Hands to redeem and diffolve it ; that if
ever they found it a Grievance to the Peo-
‘ple, and that it thould be proper to take

for
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-for the Publick Gobd; beings always able
to fupply the Letiders with another Secu-
rity equally fatisfactoty ; the Validity of all;
our Securities, and the Safety of Money

lent, confifting not in the Goodnef: of the

‘Fund, but in the eflential Article of Parha—

mentary Credit; which is a Satisfaétion to
the Lenders, that whatever Fund is given

them, however deficient that Fund may be,

or how. often foever that Fund may be
chang’d, yet that the Parliament are’ al-
ways engag’d to make' good their 6w
Credit, and to anfwer the Payment of In-
tereft and Principal what ever may hap-
pen; {o that if the Parliament finds it
needful, as we doubt not they will, to

put a Stop to the Impotting,. or to the
‘Wearing of Callicoes inG7'édt—%

inga Fund for the Security of any Loan to
the Government, can be no Obftruétion to

ritain,it be-

‘them ; the Parliament having it always in
“them to raife what new Fund they pleafe

in fuch Cafes. o |
But we have ftill a more effe@ual Ans

- fwer to thisObjection, namely,it is true that

if there was no Printed Callicoes worn, but
thofe printed here, and all fisch did pay the

full Duty, it might indeed raife 4 pretty
confiderable Sum ; but here lies the great
E - Fraud



Fraud of this Trade, which is a Grievatice
not to'the Weavers only, but to the Govern«

ment itfelf’; viz.that befides the greatQuan-

tities 'of Dutch and Indian Callicoes; which
pay no Duty at all, but are clandeftinely
run on Shore from Holland ; the far'great-
eft Part of tho'e printed here alfo pay 'no
Duty neither ; for the Callicoes are firft
prétended to be bought, white at the Sale,
for Exportation ; then they are efiter’d at
the Cuffem-Houfe; on Pretence ‘of Expor-
tation, then run on Shore again, and car-
ty’d to be pririted, theq pretended again
to be fent abroad, and f{o the Duty on
the Printing drawn back by Debenture
then they are clandeftinely run'on Shore
again, and thus the Government is cheat-
ed both Ways, and this Morey inftead
‘of being appropriated to pay the Nation’s

Debte, is put into the Smugglers Pockets,
‘to the great Detriment of all fair Traders,

aid to “the intolerable Leffening the Re-
venue. . ... oo
© Of like infignificant Moment is the Pre-

“tence that the Printing and Paoring of
~Callicoes confumes a’great Quantity of
" Gauls, Gums, and dying Stuffs; as if the

dying the Wool, and the Silk, and the
Woollen Stuffs, which. this Trade of Cal-
‘ licoes

k{;
i
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Ticoes deftroys, did not confumé a much

greater Quantity, even of the véry {ame.
Drugs-and Dye Stuffs, befides feveral other
which the Callicoe-Printers make :ng.Ulfe

“of 5 fo that this Argument is againft them

direétly ; for the Wearing of - Callicoes ;in
{o general a Manner as is now done; really
Jeflens the Confumption of the Drugs and
Dying Stuffs, becaufe it leflens the Con-
famption of thofe’ Goods, which would
otherwife confume a niuch greater Quan-
tity than the Callicoe-Printers can ufe,-and
of moreforts. -~ . .k :
There is no better way to. conquer,an
Enemy, than to tuin his own Artillery
upon him; fo it is in’ the foregoing Para-

~graph, and fo ftill in the next; where he

fays, great Quantities of thefe Callicoes are
“exported again to the great Advantage of
our Commerce ; we grant this, and there-
fore join with him, that not only great
Quantities thould be exported, bur all of
“them ; for let us but be deliver'd from the

Ufe of them here, we care not whether

‘they fend them, whether to Africa, Amc-
rica, (Germany, or any:where. -
But we are then fent to the Dutch, who
“swe are told are a wife People, and yet do
not prohibit any Foreign Manufactures,

1.9
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tho® ‘they have great Manufatures of theiy
own ; if ‘he had faid as'much more of the
Wildom, Anglice, the Craft of the Dutch in
Trade;as he has done,Ithould have grants
editall;but differing Circuniftancesmake
41l ‘Nations walk by different Rules ;- the
Manufactures of the Dautch are fmall and tri-
ﬂi’h"g’corrfpar"ditb'ou'rs';theirprincipalﬁDep'en—
dence is'upon their being the general Mart
of E#iope, for all Fareign Goods, as well
to éxport as import ; they lay high Duties
upén nothing, - and prohibit nothing ; ‘but
is this a Rule to us? Whofe Depéndence is
upomn our Woollen Manufadture for the
Subfiftence and Employment of our Poor,
as'well as for the Encouragement of our

Navigation and Foreign Commerce? If we
_Wwere to prohibit nothing, as is the Praétice
i Holland, what ‘would beconie of our
Trade ina few Years? And why do we
limit our Fellow-Subjeéts in Freland from
exporting their own Goods ? Why prohibit
‘theFrench from importing theirs ? The Pra-
dtice ‘of the Duich is no more to us in

Trade, than the Pragice of Mabometans at

Confantinople is to us in Religion; if we
were the meer Carriers of the World as
‘they are, and defire’ to be, it would be

tomething to the Purpofe, and we thould

do
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do ‘as they do, and if they were the greats

eﬁJM‘anuﬁt&urqrs of the ' World as'we are,
they would . do juft- what we hope Great-

Britain will now do, @iz, prohibit’ the' Ufe

of every Foreign:Manufadture whichinter-
fereswith their own. - . . - o
- How narrow is - the Principle this Mari
argues from 2 When he tells us, that all this

Clamour is from a few particular Weavers,

that. tho’ it ‘may hurt- their Trade, yet

it is a Benefit'to fo' many others, and that

other Trades may with the “fame Reafon
turn the Tables upon us : I deny this upon
a'much better Principle thanhe advances

itupon ; for it is not the Weaversiin Spittle-

ﬁeldx:only,‘- in whofe behalf.we now ‘com- -

plain, “but *tis in'behalf of 1]l the Manu-
fadturers of Wool and Silk in the Kingdom
upon whofe Trade not only fome Millions
of People depend, but in whofe Profpe-
rity ‘in thort all the Nation is concern’'d
and this indeed is the Reafon, why upon
{econd Thoughts I refolv’d to anfwer this

Writer according to his Folly, which at™
Airft T thought was not worth while; as
‘well becaule of the Weaknefs of his Ar-
‘guments, as of the Weaknefs of his Ar.

gUlH g,
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Wem)cm themflelves; “they are beft an--
{wer'd another ‘Way ; the Bufinefs here is;

neither; to: give-any Offence, oi refent the

Offerige; that oothers give ; s our Author.
wants Manners, he fo far makes himfelf
unfit to-be talk’d with: that Way, when
he {¢ts his: Name to his ill'Language, he
{hall receive a due:Reply 5 but When ‘a
;Man ﬂands in. the Dark to throw Dirt: at-
‘innogent Men, he- is: te be let alone. txll
- he-ean be found out.; .
. “ThisTrag isnot fomuch-an Anfwer to
;,hlmtie Writer, as it-is an Anfwer to the
worthy Perfons that employ’d him, - who
~.are better knpwn than heis; and as.it is
.an Anfwer to thofe wedk Brethren, who
feem-to. Jjoin with’ his Scandals, and bor-
.vow. the: impotent Arguhient: this Author
“has. o wifely- furnifh’d them with ; and,
.I hope, -the World will not think me ’if—-
fuming that I fay, according to the Title,
that every Thmo in-his Book has | 1ere AS
- MUCH Aufwer’as it defetves. .~ "
1 cannot clofe this Work without mkmg
: Nf} ice of the Paper which the Mafter
: 3? cavers caufed to be pnolﬁh d, as much
) them lay to perfuade the poorer Sort
} with more Caution and Temper,
- and

--As for; his. feurrilous Reflexions on the. S P PO

and not to give their Enemies a Handle to
their Ruin, in which they have . not only:
difcharg’d their Duty to the Publick; but
to the Weavers alfo; ‘encouraging them
to do their Duty; in a manner- much more
cool- and cogent than -this* fcurrilous: Au-
thor - has f{one, “who " rather- 0mmﬁes his
Spleen in railing at the poor Men than
fhews any Concern for their Good and
Advantage, the Paper is as follows, and

with it T thall clofe thxs Work

s
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Decay of our Trade; and that it pro-
ceeds chiefly from the Ufe of Printed.
Callicoes: And we heartily lament the
fad Condition of Multitudes of- Fami.
lies in our Trade, that are in great Di«
ftrefs at thistime for want of Employ-
ment. But we beg you to confider
coolly the Confequences of fuch Out-
rages as have lately been committed,
in defiance of Law and all good Go-
vernment. ' .

“ There are proper Seafons, as well as
proper Methods, to be us'd to get Re-
drefs of Grievances: And fire you
cannot think that we, who are Fellow-
Sufferers with you, will be wanting at
the proper Seafon to lay our Cafe be-
fore the Parliament; where, no doubt,
the fame will be duly confiderd by
thofe who in every thing thew they
have the Good of  their Country. at
Heart.  And this was intended to have
been done laft Winter: But as there
was then a Bill of great Importance
and Difficulty depending; for the bet-
ter preventing the clandeftine Running
of foreign Goods' upon us, it was

S E 5 thought .
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¢ thought moft advifeable to fee that Bill

“ pafs firft into an Act; which could not
 be done till the rifing of the Parlia-
¢ ment. '

- Youmuft needs be fenfible that ifid-'

- ¢¢ lent Means can bring no Redrefs in

 fuch a Cafe as ours, it being only to
 had in Parliament; but it may poffibly

«
«

“ and fo we may lofe our Friends: For

¢ after fuch Proceedings, who can appear
& for use ‘ |

¢ We therefore earneftly intreat and
« befeech you all; for the fake of the
< common Good, and your own Wel-
 fare in particular, to live quietly and
¢ peaceably, and not to infult or moleft
“ any of your Fellow-Subjets on any
% account whatf{oever ; and that youthew
< your felves upon all Occafions dutiful
“ and loyal Subjects to His Majefty, the
“ beft of Kings. - And this you ought to
“ be the more careful of doing at this
¢ time, fince it has appear’d that there
“ have been f{editious People who have
¢ endeavour’d ito ftir you up to Tumult :

’ < And

remove the Remedy at a greater di- ~
‘ftance, by rendring thofe who ufe fuch, -
“ Methods odious to the whole Nation ; -
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“ And’tis to be fear'd, thefe will be
« thofe likewife who will take advan-
< tage of your Follies, and endeavour to
« reprefent you as Perfons difaffected.

thereby to deprive you of the Favoug
« of the Government. But as we know
< that the far greater Part of you are
« well afteéted to His Majelty, we hope
« you will not fail to give all the Proofs
“ of it that are in your Power; and
« there fhall be nothing wanting on oyp
¢ Part to {erve you. °

Coa BN oY

[4

e

el et Ty

- Weavers-Hall, Zuly 1. 17194

¢ [ezpm3| HE above Paper being broughy
4 < 10 the Court of Afiﬂant}gof
M| < the Company “of Weavers,
n - London, this Day held, was
*“ vead Paragraph by Paragraph, and ap-
« proved of by the aid Court, and ordeved
“ 1o be figned by their Clevk, and then Prin-
5 ted and publifbed. ‘

CAsE SHEWELL, Clerk;

FINTIS
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- ERRAT 4
T AGE s. line 15. for Gentlemen read Gentlemwn.

- P..15. line 23. for Compofition read Competition.
P:23. line 23, for Weavers read Wearers.
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