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FKIEN'DS OF THE PEOPLE.
 Preamasns Tavrn, Weineidy, otb ril 1794,
At._:an EXTRAdRDiNARY GE,NERAL‘MQETIN&
~ of the SOCIETY of the FRIENDS of the
 PEOPLE, associated for the Purpose of ob-
 taining a PARLIAMENTARY REFORM,
- held this Day, the following Address and
" Resolutions were unanimously agreed to:

B 4 THE Society of the Friends of the People, associated for the

) purpose of obtaining a Reform in Parliament, apPeal to the
Public on behalf of their Principles, their Motives, and their Conduét,
“¢ Of their principles a solemn avowal ‘was distinétly made at the
first institution of the Society, and the preservation of the Constitution
declared to be the foundation of all their proceedings. o

* Of their Motives, an equally public declaration was given,
namely, That they were anxious by a timely and wholesome Reform
to avert from their Country the calamities inseparable from such con-
vulsions as arise, when abuses are suffered to gather and accumulate,
till the discontent of the people is converted into despair.

. Atting upon such principles, and guided by such views, the
S}fc_iety request the public attention to the line of condud pursued by
t em. '

‘ They first drew up a Report upon the State of the Representation,
and therein detailed at large the nature and effes of the prinipal
abuses, the sources from which they flowed, and the dangerous system
of private patronage in the Ele®ions of Members to serve in Parlia-

_ment, to which they gave birth,

* The next a@t of the Society was to compress the substance of this
Report into a Petition to the House of Commons; and in this they
not only recapitulated the detail of abuses, but, that the Enemies to
Parliamentary Reform might not have even a subterfuge to resort to,

thcyvt,eﬁndercd evidence of the truth of every fa@ they asserted, -Had

not
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not the fact beer tecorded on the Journals of Pdrliament, the Society

. coutd séarcely haveHoped o vbtain credit when they announced; that,

after two-days deliberation, the-House refused to appoint a Committee
to take ‘the Petition into consideration. o

 If the House of Commons are in truth that Representative Body,
which the Constitution designs by < The Conimons of Great Britain
¢ in Parliament assembled,”™ the ‘Petitioners have presented and the
Society have published the most daring Libel that ever was penned :
Why were they not prosecuted ?—1If the Petitioners only spoke whole-
some Truths, and detected scandalous Violations of the acknowledged
Privileges of the People, why ‘were they not heard ? :
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T et whdt will have been the motives of the House of Commons,
for the condu& tliey pursued, there is,- however, unfortunately no
reason to presume that théy have, as yet, ceased to operate, and con-
sequently the Society havenoinducement again to apply to Parliament.
Lo question the consistency and sincerity of the House, would, perhaps,
on any occasion be indecorous; but, on the subje& of Parliamentary
Reform, it would be even absurd. The situation of the Honourable
Members being the same, it is ,not reasonably to be presumed that
their sense of the advantages annexed to it will have changed ; and
their Viotes are much too intimately blended with their interests, to
admit a doubt that they are sincere. ’

¢¢ Under these circumstances, the Society determine for the present
not to renew. their Petition ; -but, tho’ they will not.address the House
of Commons, they earnestly appeal to the good Sense, the Integrity,
and the Independent Spirit of the People of England.—To them the
Society cheerfully submit their past condué, and from the construc-
tion which any Friend to the Constitution can-put upon it, confi-
. dently look for their future charalter. They trust they have in no
instance been betrayed into intemperate Warmth; ‘and they are sure
o menaces will awe them into dishonsurable Submission. Whatever
they have seen,.or heard, or read, since the first period.of their Insti-
tution, has more and ‘more convinced them, that a speedy Reform in
the Representation is necessary, and strengthened them in their Reso-
lution to persevere and to proceed, They are confident that the time

- is not far distant, when men will be cempelled to fecl that Liberty and

Property are best secured under the Guardianship of Independence ;
and that a corrupt System, under whatever disguise it may be concealed,

ot by whatever abilities it may be supported, will be found to have

consultéd only the gratificazion and advancement of interested Indivi-
‘duals at the Expense of the Public good. R )

“« W hether the present time be improper for the discussion of the
general Question of Parliamentary Reform, the Society will not h)crc
enquire,  For the sake of the argument let that be granted. Dut
surely at a moment when the excellence of the Constitation is so vigo-

rously maintained, that to propose Amendment islooked upon as sedi-

- tious, its advocates will at least be as strenuous in defencg of what they

acknow-

«

-ing Metmbers into the House of Commons.
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aricnowiedge. td be its ‘established principles, as they are’ adtive in

saunding the alarm against, whatever they choose ta gall an innovation.: -

If. that spiritof discontent really prevails, which high authority so

very confidently announces, all good men will be:-4nxious to remove .
every plausible ground of -complaint; and; above all, the House of

Cemmons will be.cautions, how they tolerate a violation of the Con-
scitution, which they have themselves sp‘e’éiﬁc‘ally’deﬁﬁ‘ed'and repro-
bate:i; and to which, by their votes, they have called the public at-
tention. ) et AL L }
¢ Fromthe year:1701 to the year ,:794@’ the Hguse of Commons’
have, at the commencement of every Session, .uniformly passed the
following resolution: ¢ That it is a high infringement upon the li-
* bertiés and privileges .of the Commons of Great Britain, for any:
¢ Lord.of Parliament, or any Lotd Lieutenant of any county, to con--
cern themselves in the Ele@ions of Members to serve for tne . Com- -
mons;in Parliament.” . T e
- In ‘their Petition of lasg year, the Society complained of- the
frequent violation of this excellent resolution, and brought the question
before the- House of Commons in these words > *Your Petitioners
*¢ inform your Honourable House, and are ready to prové it at your
bar, that they have the most reasonable grounds to suspeét that no
less than oNE HuNDRED AND F1fTY Of your Honodrable Mem-
bers owe their Eleftions entirely to the interference of Peers; and
¢ your Petitioners are prepared to shew by legal evidence, that forty
“ Puias, in defiance of vour resolutions, have potsessed themselves
*%:0f so many Burgage Tenures, and obtained such an absolite and
*-uncontrouled command in very many small Bofoughs-in the king-
* dom, as to be enabled by their own positive authotity to teturn
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E1cHTY-0NE Of your Honourable Members.” »
- ¢ "The Society again repeat this in the face of the country, and

:they earnestly entreat every friend to the libérties of England to take
into consideration the consequences of so alarming a praétice.

© ¢ As far as depends on them, the S

ciéty without hesitation lead the

-way to bring the question to issue, and, therefore;
- Resolve wnanimously:— ~ T

1. . That the people have 2 right to the pure, genvine; and une

~corrgpted energy of the English Constitution, faithfully administered
- according to its own acknowledged principles,

v 2y ° That the Commons of Gteat Britain, in Patliament’ assem-

bled; have, since the reign of King Wil'iam I1I. uniformly, solemnly,

and annually determined one of those principles to be violated, when-

~ever a Peer interferes in an Ele@ion.

- 3»; ° That Peers at this day do interfere in EleGions; not only by

~the exercise of the influence naturally arising from high rank and ex-
“Yensive possessions, but by embarking large portions of their wealth in

the purchase of Borough Property, nototious

y for the purpose of send-

‘4 ¢ That
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4. ** That above one fourth of the present House of Commons owe
their seats to the known influence and interference of Peers.
§- “* That this interference has a tendency to destroy those advan-

tages, which are to be derived from preserving the separate Branches of
the Legislature distiné and independent of each other, and to make the

" House of Commons an engine of the Crown and Nobility, instead of

what it ought to be—a check upon the King and the Lords.

~6. ¢ That the great number of Gentlemen well known to be con-
cterned in Borough Speculations, who, by the advice of the Minister,
have been created Peers demands the most serious consideration of
every Friend to the Constitution of Great Britain.

7. ¢ That the people of this country ought not to be taxed but by
the consent of Representatives chosen by the free suffrages of the Com-
mons of Great Baijtain ; and that a daring Insult is offered to the Con.
stitution of these Realms whenever a Peer attempts to usurp the Nom-
ination of a Member to serve in Parliament,

Inname, and by order of the Society,

. {Signed) ‘Wm. BRETON, Chairman.




