AN
ON THE
OF THE

LIBERTY

L e E N ey T L O T T e R R TR TR AT LA

Wmmnmmévmwp;

36-7

_
wpbpuobohodedtaotpo bbby dudgelootog i)

' Chieﬂy as it refpects

LONDON:
Printed for . RAYMON D.

- [Price One Shilling. ]




I—I E leerty of the Prefs hav-
ing of late been the Subje&
of much Converfatlon and

8| many crude Thmgs havmg

| ‘been delivered out in Defence,
as well as in Derogatxon, of that valuable

Branch of Liberty, it becomes the Duty of

every Friend to. the Pubhc to conﬁdcr fc«-

N
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1 How far the beerty of the Prefs is.

Sub]e& P |
B : 1L th-‘:

connc&ed vnth the leerty of the"




H Whet}‘er the Complamts of the Abufe
of the. Prefs be Well groundedP And,

III. Whether the Peace and Security,
which any Individuals may derive,

from a new Reftraint of the Prefs, will

compenfat¢ for the Mifchiefs which
may arife from fuch Reftraint ?

~ The Subje@ indeed is much more co.
pious ; but the Defign of this Effay is not
{o much to enter minutely into the Subjed,

as to dlre& the Attention of the Public to
: fuch Parts of it, as are moﬁ: interefting, and

better dlfCUﬂéd by cool Reafomng, than by
popuiar Clamour. ‘

1. beerty in general is a F reedom from
all but natural Rcﬁramt° ‘This bemg in-

conﬁﬂent with Soc;ety, it is 1mproved into
a more limited Liberty, the Liberty of the
Subje&, which may be defined a Freedom
from all but legal Reftraints. The Per-

feGtion of focial beerty is the Power of

affertmg,

e b T
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aflerting, by Reprefentatives, thofe natural
Rights, which were referved in the ‘Original
Compa&, which eftablithed Socxcty,
this is Bm‘z/}.; leerty |

.The Art of Prin~ting5wa,s derived, though

late, from the Ufe of Letters, and the In-

vention of Letters was originally founded in
the Ufe of Speech. Man being intended
for Society, was created communicative.
The Gift of ‘Speech, for fome Time, gave
Vent to this natural Difpofition, ’till by the
Increafe of Men the Faculty became too
confined for the Purpofes of focial Life.

Signs wefe invented for a diftant Inter-
courfe,  In the Times of Simplicity, thefe |
Signs were the bare Images of Things.

‘This proved a tedious Method of writing,

or. correfponding. . Many Things were not
expreflible, Action and Paffion wanted their
Signs, which infinitely perplexed the com-
municative Turn of Lovers Scholars and

‘ Polxtxcxans.

B2 ~ Neceflity
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Neceﬂity foon lmproved the Inventlon

Letters became the Signs of Words , Thoughts

and 'Things; and though in many Cafes
they have fince degenerated, and are applied
to fignify nothing but Words, yet it was
-manifeftly the Defign of the original In-
wventor, that, 'by‘ general Confent, Letters
fhould exprefs Words, Thoughts and Things.

- For many Ages they were applied to one-

“or all of thefe Ufes, and Thoufands of Ama-
Tnuenfes maintained themfelves more repu-
tably, than Thoufands of Authors have done
n modern Times,

At length ‘a Vauety of Events havmg
opened a Communication between the fe-
veral known Parts of the Globe, Writing
hecame too ﬂow a Vehicle for the Benevo-
lence of Mankind, much about the Time
when Arrows and ' Swords were not. expc-
‘dmous enough for their F ury

| Both

='(;5:‘)

‘Both Difpofitions were gratified by A¢ci-
dents, and Types and Guppowder were re-
ce1ved in all civilized Countries, as tending
to the Ornament and the Defence of cxvxl

| Communmes.

Le,‘arvni‘n‘gk foon flourifhed 5 Superftition

‘.'and Dulnefs were difgraced ; ‘_Libe‘r,ty was

the Offspring of Learning and Truth; and
by the quick Circulation and Collifion of
the Produs of different Minds, Men were
animated and enlightned. They ftudied
their Rights, and in fome few Countries

afferted and enjoyed them.

But the fame Kind of Men, who were
cramped in their Genius for Deftru&ion,
'till Gunpowder facilitated the Work, availed
themfelves likewife of the noble ineftimable
Art of Printing, by converting the Prefs into
a new miffive Weapon.  The Mifchief was
felt and lamented, but has not, in any
Chriftian State, been totally fupprefied, -

The
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- The apparent Reafons for this Toleration
of fo great an Evil, in the moft arbitrary
Countries, are; 1. The Benefits of the Prefs,
which outweigh the Mifchiefs of it; and,

2. The extreme Difficulty of totally de-

priving Men of a Liberty, derived from
the npatural Right and Faculty of Specch.
Thus the Liberty of the Prefs is conneé’ced
with natural leerty

The Liberty‘ of the Subject being now

generally admitted to be founded in the Re-
fervations made in that Compa@, which
originally cemented - Society, fuppofeth the
Ufe of Speech

The Men who firft gave up their natural
Rights for the Benefits of Society, muft have
ftickled hard for the Faculty, which- pro-
moted and facilitated the Con]unétxon and

moft certainly, they never entered into a

Compad, that, if at any Time the Gift

of Speech fhould be grofily abufed by any

Number

(7))
Number - of Men, ‘a whole Nation- would
{fubmit to be deprlved of the Ufe of i,

Whatever they cannot be fuppofcd to have |
given up remains a natural Right, and is a
Part of thofe Rights, which conftitute the
Liberty. of the Subjed . R

- Brityh Liberty confifts in the Power

of afferting, by Reprefentatives, - thofe - na-

tural Rights which were referved as the

- Liberty of the Subjed, at the firft Inflitu-

txon of Society. It would be an A& of Sedi-
tion, as well as an Abfurdlty, to infinuate
that this Power is ever likely to be per-
verted, to the Deftru@tion of ‘any natural
Right thus referved : So clofe is the Alliance
.b:etWeen;the Liberty of the Prefs and the
Libcx;ty of a Britifh Y‘Subj‘}e&,, )

kWeﬂ may judge, from this View of the
Cafe, how greatly thofe learned Men are
miftaken, who deny. the. conﬁltutxonal Ex-

1ﬁence of thf: leerty of the Prefs, becaufe

the
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the Prefs is ni6t coeval with Magna Charza.
The Ufe and Liberty of Speech were antes
cedent to that great Charter of Britifh
" Liberties ; and Printing is only a more ex-
terifive and imiproved Kind of Speech,

It may indeed be objetted, that the Tongue
‘'will admit of Reftraints, as well as the
Hands ; and that, for the Peace of- Society,
fuch ‘Reftraints muft be fuppofed to have
been ongmally fubmiftcéi to.

Thlé is undoubtedly true. It is the Duty,
4nd " in the Power of Legiflators, to réftrain
every impious, orimimoral Abufe of Speech,
tho™ it be not in their Power abfolutely to
abolith the Ufe of Speech. The principal
End of every Legiflature is the public Good.

This is the fopreme Law; for it is for the

Sake of the Public that Legiflatures exift;

The great Offences which either the

T orfguc or the Peén, or the Prefs miay com- .

m*tt ‘and whiclr fall more xmmedxatcly undef
= | the
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the Cognizance of Govemment ‘are Blfu;
phemy, Perjury, and Treafon. Thefe are
Offences againft the whole Community ;
therefore the Punifhment of them is the moft
unexceptlonable A& of Power, and muft
have been confented to by every Man, that
ever enjoyed the Benefit of Society. It is
the Punithment of Licentioufnefs, not of
Liberty ; and Liberty was never yet affected
by any due Punifhment mfhé’ced upon the
Licentious. 1 '

Perfonal Slander is a fabordinate Evil.
When it concerns a Member of the Legif-
lature, his Character is fortified by Privi-
leges, which, as they are eftablithed for

the Honour of the Legiflature, have a Re-’

fpect. to the Good -of the Whole. In other
Cafes, perfonal Slander affecs only one Mc':m-: |
ber of the Community ; and tho’ the le—; -

chiefs of it may, by his particular Situa-

tion, extend beyond himfelf, yet. it has,
feldom been thought a- Matter worthy of
the Cogmzance of the Whole farther than
C by
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by the Provifion of a -general Law for his
| Redrefs

1t s the Wifdom of our Laws in parti-
cular, to remind the Party aggrieved, that
his Injury isonly Perfonal ; for the Law con-
fines the Reparation to the Damage he has
fuftained. This Damage may be magnify'd

by his public Character, but it is only mag-
| nified to himflf; for the Reparation is made
- to himfelf, not to the Public,

_~W«hén perfonal Slander ripens into a judi-

cial Accufation, it then, and not till then,

becomes a public Concern ; and the Preva-
ricator, or the falfe Accufer, becomes 2
Debtor to the Public. '

‘Men who do not rightly diftinguifh this, -

may, from a vain Opinion of their public
Importance, affume the Place of the Public,
and excite the Attention of a whole Nation
to a mere perfonal Slander. But Bodies of
Men are as acute in their Judgments, as In-
dividuals. They will immediately fee, that

- | the
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the Slander is only perfonal, and, therefore,
will either contemptuouily forbear to examine
it; or they will fufpect it to be true, when
Perfons eminent in Office, or in Abilities,
are weak enough to fubject the Merits of the
Slander to a folemn Enquiry.

- But perfonal Slander is a vague Term.
Men who are tender of an infirm Reputa-
tion, will apply it to general Words and Sen-
timents, which may prove hurtful to their
Charaters in particular. In this View the

~ Liberty of the Prefs would indeed be a pub-

lic Nufance; and Tacitus’s Account of Se-
janus would deferve to be fupprefled, as a
Libel againft fome Men, whilft Books of
Religion and Morality underwent the fame
Fate, as too poignant for the Dehcacy of
otners. | o

We will do them the Juftice to limit their
Idea of perfonal Slander, and {fuppofe them to
defie ir, any direc injurions Charge upon
themfelves, If the Charge be injurious, .and:
merely perfona] thpy have a Right to per-
- Caz2 | ~ fonal
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fonal Redrefs. Even if the Charge be true,
the Law will in many Cafes relieve them;
tho’ the Man who faves a Family, or only
a fingle Perfon from Ruin, by a true Charge

againft another, would be pretty fecure in
the Verdi& of a Britifb Jury

. But let us fuppofe a higher Cafe, and
one which it is hoped will never happen.
Suppofe a Set of Men thould infinuate them-
felves into PdWer, who are known to be
,En;cmies to the Political Conftitution. Sup-
pofe them to manifeft their Principles in the
. Courle of their Meafures, whilft they deny
them, at proper Seafons, by the moft fo-
lemn Profeffions. Suppofe the Characters
of thefe Men, and the Situation of the Pub-
- lic to be fuch, that no Friend to his Country
can act in Concert with them, and preferve,
his Integrity ; will it be called perfonal Slan-
der, or will any honeft Man judge it crimi-
nal, to expofe the political Characers and
Views of fuch Men? Will it be an Abufe of

the Liberty of the Prefs, to open the Eyes

of

(13)
of .the Pubhc or to rouze its Lethargic
Friends ? Will it not rather be confidered,
by all difinterefted Men as the original Ufe
and Intent of that leepty ?

The Party aggrieved may poffibly find Re-
drefs in Law, becaufe the Law is general,
and could not except a particular Cafe of
this Kind, without appearing to- licenfe
more injurious Slanders; but the Liberty of
the Prefs cannot be affected by fuch a Cafe,
whilft the Liberty of the Subject fubfifts.
And if the Perfon who undertakes this he-
roic Tafk thould fuffer, by a legal Profe-
cution, he will be confidered by every Pa-
triot, as a Martyr to the Caufe of his
Country

\

"But here another Queftion drifes, What
are thofe Principles which chara&erize an
Enemy to the political Coftitution? The
Anfwer lS, Thofe which -are inconfiftent
with the Exxﬁ:ence of - that Conttitution.
Among us, for Inftance, tbe Principles -
‘thch ﬁnke at the thals of our glorious
| - Revo—
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Revolution, which were active in oppofing

the Acceffion of the prefent Royal F amily

to the Throne of thefe Kingdoms, and
which have been ever fince uniformly main-
tained by fome Men, in fpite of all the Ex.
perience they have had, that the Interefts of
the Proteftant Eftablithment are i nfeparable
from the true Interefts of this COuntry.

Let fuch Men continue to entertain their
Principles in private, for poflibly the Dif-
eafe of their Minds may be incurable. But
et them not attempt to join together two
Things fo inconfiftent in Nature, as their
Principles and the public Service of their

Country.  They might be good Subjects, |

and, perhaps, tolerable Statefmen, in Ruffz
or in Spain ; but in this Land of Liberty
they will, and muft be Turbulent, as Ma-
giftrates, and Deﬂru&‘ivc,‘ as Politicians,

Volumes might be quoted, to fhew that
this is not the fingular - Opinion of the
Writer of thefe Pages; but one Quotation
- will foffice, to eftablifh by Authority what is
B | fo
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{o well founded in Reafon.  The Reverend

‘Dottor Squire, in his Effay on the Balance of

Civil Power, prefents us with the following

ftrong and true Declaration,

- ““ We have the moft rational Grounds to'
«« reft affured, that our own effential Liberties,
« his Majefty’s juft ‘Prerogatives, and the
“ ancient Conftitution of the Kingdom,"

-« will be preferved pure,‘and inviolate, whilft

“ the Adminiftration of public Affairs,"
“ under the Sovereign, continues to be en-
“ trufted in the Hands of the Wrigs::
« But whencver,"thro" fome fatal Coinci-
“ dence of Circumftances, either the
« ToRIES or the Republicans fhall get the
¢ Superiority, and become Mafters of the
“ Reins of Government, then, indeed, it
« will be Time to look about us, to ring
« the Alarm-Bell, to put ourfelves upon
“ our beft Guard, and to watch every
« Motion of the defperate Enemy.” So-
far Do&or Squire. .

- Now




( 16 )

Now the beft Method, in fuch a Cafe,
of ringing the Alarm-Bell, is to exercife the
leerty of the Pres. 'The Exercife of this
Liberty, amidft all the Perfecutions it la-

boured under, had the good Effe& of putti‘ng4

‘ the Nation upon their Guard, in the Reign

of King Charfes L. It was by the Exer- |
cife of the fame Liberty, that every Motion'
of the defperate Enemy was proclaimed and |
oppofed, in the Reign of King Fames II,
It was by Means of the Truths conveyed by
the Prefs, that the Miniftry of the four laft
Years of Queen Ayne became odious to the

Public, and that his late Majefty efcaped

falling into the Hands of the defperate Ene~
my, of Perfons, who would have deprived
that Prince of the Service of his moft faith-
ful Friends, and; by Degrees, have b'etrrayed’,
him, and the Contlitution, to an Enemy,"
more- terrible- to- Great- Britain and Irelaﬂd |

than Sword- or Peﬁllencc o

The Reader will obferve, that the Abufe
of thxs ineftimable leerty is not here de--

~ fended.

- 17y
fended. ‘The Alarm Bell, or the Slander,
if it muft be fo called, is directed to the

defperate Enemy, only, when he intrudes

into Power. In his private Life good Men

will not moleft him, and Politicians need

not. Let him enjoy the Gloominefs of his
own- Mind ; let him even partake in the
Sunthine of 'Liberty, and himfelf expe-
rience, how 1mpartxal and univerfal the In-
fluence of -it is. - But if ever he prefumes to
invade the Conflitution of his Country, by
arrogating Power, then, indeed, it will be
Time to look about us, and to dxfplay the
Ufe and Benefits of the Liberty of the Prefs,

by applying it to the Defence of the leerty
of the Subje& o

If hc mterprets this " to be perfoml :
Slander, let him take the Redrefs Whlch
the Law may give hlm provided the-
ALARM—BELL be but rung, and the Natxon,}

| Aconvmced of Truths of the ‘higheft Im-
portance, ‘which could not be‘dxvulged Wxth—, o

out affeé’cmg him perfonazly

By

D | It




(18)

It may be neceﬁ'ary. to recapitulate, before
the fecond Enquiry is confidered. The
Ufe of Speech is a natural Right, which
muft have been referved, when Men gave
up their natural Rights for the Benefit of
Society.. Printing is a more extenfive and

improved Kind of Speech: As fuch it can-

not, WJthout a Vlolatxon of the natural
Rights fo referved be {ubje&ed to any Re-
‘ﬂramts but fuch as are fitly laid upon
Speech, Blafphemy Perjury, Treafon and
,Perfonal Slinder, are the principal Offences
which demand a Reﬁramt ~The three
- firft are Offences agamﬂ the whole Com-
munity. The laft, being only an Offence
againft Individuals, if the Punithment of
it be carried, , beyond the ‘Damage faftained
by the Perfons aggrieved, the Liberty of
‘the Prefs may be violated in {ome Inftances,

in which that Li iberty is of the utmoft Con- ]

fequence to the Interefts of the F amxly on
the Throne and to: the beﬁrty of . this
Country in gencral |

AL The
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1l The fecond Enquiry is, Whether
" the Complaints of the Abufe of the
Prefs be well grounded ? |

It s e'xtremely mat,erial to confider this;
for then we fhall judge, whether the Com-
plaints be Pﬁblic or Perfonal : And, if the
Laws in Being are infufficient to remove
them, how far any new Law may be ex-
pected to reach, Whether only to Blaf
phemy and Treafon, which may appear

‘to be its proper Objets; or to Perfonal

Slander, which is not fo eafily reftrained by

any other Methods, than thofe now fub-
fifting, and which may appear to be a

lefs mifchievous, and a lcfs prevzulmg Of.
fence, '

The two Writers chiefly complain’d of
are two, who may be very fitly named-to-
 gether, without doing any Injuftice to either
of them ; the late Lord Bolingbroke, and |
‘the Writer of the London Evening Poff, .

It isnot a lzttle mortifying to an Advocate
~ D 2 for
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for thé Liberty of the Prefs, to confefs the
‘Abufes of i, committed by both thofe
Writers. |

The former indeed hid himfIf in the
Grave, before 'he ventured to infect the

Air of this ‘Country with the moft pgﬁi;
¢ lential of" his ‘Writings, - S

In order to defeat the Ends of Providence,
~in fummoning him from 4 State to which N
~his Vices and ‘his Parts were a Difgrace, he |

Jeft his pofthumous Works to Infatuate the

~-Nation which he had not the Pleafure to

- After all hijs. Tergiverfation,' his Profef-
{ions here, and his contrary Practices Abroad,

it might feem neceffary to him to jufttify
* the: Confiftency of his Condu&, by fhew-
‘ing that he never -ated. upon one right

P-ri_fnciplq_;\ or,” perhaps, his Bitternefs againft

Religion - might arife from the admirable |

.Conn‘e;,c?gion between our political 4nd re-

figious Eftablithment. - He might  obferve
the

(21)
the People attached to their King for the
~Sake of their Religion, and to weaken this
Tie, he might undertake the foolith; as well
‘as impious Tafk, of undermining all Re-

~ligion. ST

However, - thofe pofthumous Works of
his have been publithed triumphantly ; and
thofe, whom it concerns, have given a fignal
Proof of their Tendernefs - for Liberty, by

~not fupprefling a Book, written  with a

View to pull up the Root of all human
Society; and by molefting none .of the
Per,fops concerned in the Publication, tho”
the evil Tendency of the Bock was fo well
known, that it was loudly proclaimed, long
before the Expectation of Libertines was
gratified.

TIc would be a ftill more undoubted Proof
of this tolerating Spirit, if the Revier of
onefPart of the Book fhould appear to be in
an Office, clofely connected with Religion
-and Morals, and, in fome Degree, connected .
with the Religion and Morals of Pofterity,

Thern

NI %
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- There can be no Reafon to apprehend
Dangers to the Liberty of the Prefs, whilft
this uncommon Licentioufnefs pafles with
Impunity, and whilft it is thought the In-
tereft of the Public, that fo atrocious an
Offence, againft the Public, fhould be rather
felt and complained of, than punithed upor
the Perfons of the Offenders.

The Writer of ‘the London Ewmng Pot

would fearce deferve a Mention, if the Com-
plaints of him were not very general, He
1s lefs mlfchlevous, by bemg more dull, but
has the Advantage of intermixing his Trea-
fon with the great Obje& of every Mans
Attention, the News of the Day.

~ Indeed if every Member of the Commu-
nity were 'to,conﬁ,de.r the Benefits of the
Community to himfelf, the bad Defigns of
fuch a Writer, however miferably execued,

'Would appcar to dcmand Attention,

I

(=)

It would be not a litle unpleafint and

alarming to the Man, who inhabits 2 Houfe,

of which he admires the Stru&ure, enjoys

the Shelter, and in many Inftances daily
perceives the Convemences, to read a Paper
circulated through the Kingdom, inculcating
the Expediency of demohlhmg the Houfe,
with a Promife of better Shelter, and more

" Accommodation for the Proprxetor of it, in,

a Prifon, Surcly the Cafe becomes much
more alarming, when apphed to our na-
tional Shelter, the Brzt;g/b Conf’utunon. o

" Yet fuch is the Lenity of our“‘RuIefs‘, that

'till very lately, this malignant, though con-

temptible, Writer has efcaped Animadver-

fion. The Friends to the Royal Family,
and to the true Interefts of the Public, have
trembled to fee the Rexgns of the two beft
Princes, that every bore the Bm‘g/b Scepter,
treated as national Caldmities, to read Ja-
cobitifin extolled as public Spirit, and the
Principles of the Wiaies, the only cons

“STI’I‘UTIQNAL Principles, ftigmatized as

the

T S e R R
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the Refult of Atheifm, the Invention of
Profligates, and. the mifcreant - Spirit - of

Trartors. N

The End of Government bemg Pro-k

teéhon every Individual, who is afperfed
from rhxs Sink of Slander knows where to
apply for Redrefs. - But the publxc Repre-
henfion this Wnter “calls for, muﬁ be an
Inﬁanee of Self-proteéhon inthe Govern-

ment, whxeb Subjets cannot prefcnbe there-'

fore they muft wait ’till the proper Seafon
when their Governors fhall think it expe-
dient to fhew, that an Offence againft the
Whole is more penal, than a perfonal Offence
againi’oan Individual, |

F or there are fometlmes Expedzences of
which it is xmpoﬁible for private Men to
judge; and they would advance very far.

towards the Evil they complain of, if, thro’
an mtemperate Zeal, they (hould take upon |

them - to affert, that there are other than

| pubhc Reafons, for not vmdxcatmg the Ho- -
nour of the ramdy on, the Throne, of the .

whole ’
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whole Legiflature, and of the Conftitution ;

or, that any Set of Men are more anxious
about /i:tle Blemifbes difcerned in their poli-

tical Characters, than about the Reputation
of the King and Government, and the Opi~
pion, which foreign Powers may entertain,
of a Body politio,-whofe‘Metr\ibers are per-
petually defiling and maiming the Head. It
is fufficient for the Complainants that the
Writer in Queftion has at length provoked
public Refentment, after fome of the worft
of his Libels had paffed unnoticed, and un-

cenfured. o o

- He has likewife diftinguithed himfelf as
a perfonal Slanderer ; but furely this 1s-not
a Matter of public Complaint.‘ If the Per-
fon flandered be a Member of the Legifla-
ture, he knows his Privileges ; if he be a
private Man, the Law is at Hand to do
him Juftice.. If the Slander againft a pri-
vate Man be guarded by Innuendoes, his
Cafe may be hard ; but the Cafe of inno-

cent Writers would be harder, if Innuendoes

“fhould be confirued into Defamation. They

may be conﬂ:rued into Treafon and Sedi- -
\ E . ton
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tion, by the Connexion and manifeft Ten. |
dency of a Book, though this is feldom - |
done.  But.Treafon and .\Sedit‘ioxi;are_Outa:
- rages, which it is the Intereft of the Public.
to check ; Perfonal Slander is an OEence,‘».

which it is only the Concern of Individuals
to rcfent, |

F rom' this fair and true ,Reprefentation.ﬂ(‘)yf |
the prevailing Abufes of the Prefs, the Reader |

will judge, that the Complaints are rather
Public than Perfonal, and as fuch, it ‘may
be prefumed, that the Remedy will extend.
no farther than the Securny‘of the Pubhc.

- If indeed ‘bad Men were in Power, or
had Power fufficient, they would lay the

Prefs under a general Interdi@, and from
‘thxs bold Meafure would advance to ano-

ther, which has been practifed in a neigh-.
bouring Kingdom, an Edi& to forbid Sub-
jects the Pleafure of dxfcourﬁng upon publlc‘
Affairs.  But thofe are Tlmes whxch the
Britifp Dominions lel never cxpencnce,
whxlf’c the Rcvo lution contmucs the Bafis of

~ our

>

our Government, and whilft the Throne is
filled by his prefent Majefty, and his illufs
trious Defcendents. |

Under 'the Adminif’cration of bad Men

| indeed, Perfonal Slander would be the foreft
of all Evils. The Pubhc might pcxhaps be
mdulgcd in the Amufements of Blafphemy
and Treafon, provxded the proper Objelts

of Perfonal Reproach continued unmolefted; -

or the Blafphemy and Treafon would be
only refented at a Time, when it might be
expedient, to intimidate Printers and Pub-
lithers, left their Infolence ‘(hould rife to the
Cruelty of creating Jealoufies “againft pétti'«
cular Men,

A fimple By-f’cander' might, "in “fuc’h a
Cafe, be forward enough tc expoﬁﬁlate‘ with

thofe delicate Chara@ers, and’ fooliﬂxly tell - |
them, ¢ Gentlemen, what have you to ap-
¢ prehend ? If the Slander you would ob-

“ viate be falfe, of what U is your Great-

- *“ nefs; and how precarious will it prove, if
“‘in the leaft endangered by a falfe Accufa-

E 2 €« non?
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¢ tion? If it be true, is the Fountain of
< Intelligence to be thut up, becaufe your
¢¢ peculiar Danger is, that it may now and
«¢ then fend forth an affecting Chalge againft
“ yow?”

The Anfwer of thofe Gentlemen would
be a moft inverted prepofterous Maxim, but

very well fuited to fuch a Syftem of Policy,

a8 bad Men may be {uppofed to adopt, that
the Good of the Whole muft give Way t
the Peace and Secunty of Individuals.

* This Anfwer will become the Subjc& of
the third Enquiry. Before it falls under
Confideration, it may not be imperfinent to
obferve, how differently a licentious Abufe

of the Prefs may operate at different Junc-
tures, |

‘Ip fober religious Times, when Men
are rather deeply fenfible of their religious
Duties, than clamorous about their religious
" Profeffions; the pretended Philofophy of
Lord Bolingbroke will. meet with a deferved
V’-Indxgnatmn and Contempt. -The many will
ol . : : unite

(29)
unite againft their common Enemy. The
Book will be confidered as a Libel agamﬂ: ,

the Public 5 and all the lecxples and Crea~
tures of fo contagxous a erter wxll become

infamous, as his Allies. and Confederates
in the wicked Deﬁgn of defymg the Creator.
of the World, and diflolving the Tie of
Umon bctween an excellent Ptmce and a.

loyal People.

In dxﬂolutc Tlmes, prudent Men W111 bc
cautious and refcrved in fpeaking their Sem-

timents, even of this profligate Book, left :

they fhould incur the Difpleafure of the in-
timate Friends and Profelytes of the Au-
thor. The Few may write and complam

againft it, but their Wntmgs and Com-

plaints will be neglected, perhaps refented,
by thofe who cannot condemn the ‘Work,

~ without fome Degree of - Self-Condemna-
tion, for the Confidence which - heretofore
- fubfifted bethxe Them and t‘:e 1mgxdu"s

Aut’her. o Tl
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In Tlmes when a great Ma}onty of the
Natxon have the Virtue to profefs, and ex.
ercnfe a Zeal for the Caufe of Liberty, and
of the Proteﬁant Eﬁabhfhment Treafon
and Jacobmfm Wl“ crawl

about only in
‘ Manufcupt

and be commumcated with 3

trcmblmg Hand and the moft folemn In.

jun&tions of Secrecy, from one of the infa.
mous Tribe to another ; * for they will dread
the Vengeance of the Many, of the Patrlots

who . are’ watchful for the Peace and Secu-
nty of the State.

On tne orher H.md in Times when

Men are as hcentxous in. their pohucal as

in their religious Condu&; when true Pa-
‘tnotxfm is become ndlculous and a Coali-
tion of Wx 1G-and Tory, that is, of Light

and Darknefs, is. -thought- by {fome Men

~Anore natural, thana rigid; Perfeverance in the

Prmaples of Liberty,” which only .can fe-
cure the Throne, which is founded upon
them, in fuch Times Treafon and Jacobi.

tilm

(31)
tifm will break out. of. their dark Corners;
in which they had been lurking, . They will .

venture, upon ftamped Paper, to take thex
Tour of the two Kingdoms, and featter

their diabolical Seed, for. a Harveﬁ: of le—
chief and Confufion,

- In Times when Men of the beft Hearts;+
and of the foundeft Abilities, are called fqrth:a. '
idto the Service of the: Public,. Men, who
are refdlute and affiduous in promoting t’he. -
public Good, rather than' their private Emo- -iv e
lument pcrional Slander will dwindle into

the mere Impoterice of Invedive. It will

become Matter of Amufement to Charac-

ters fo much fuperior to it, and the Liberty,
of which it is an Abufe, will be as facred
ard inviolate in their Hands, as if the Prefs
was employed in tranfmntmg thelr due
Praxfes to Pofterxty

In Tunes, on the other Hand When nara- -
FOW- mmded Men bom and educated to

PfCJlelCCS whlch they dare not avow, fneak
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(323)
into Power and Confidence, then perfonal
Slander will come to be confidered as an
important Offence. The whole Commu-

nity will be called upon to- avenge it; ‘the

Prefs will -be intimidated; the Conftitution

- will be faid to be wounded, the Moment

fuch Men are only ftung; and heavy Pe-
nalties will be devifed, and fevere Profecu-
tions threatned, againft the Violator of the
guvblié Peace, that is, the Writer, who pre-
fumes to lay down certain true Premifles,
and to draw from_ them juﬂ:'ConcIuﬁons

And why all thxs Agltatxon and Threat~
mng, and Confufion of Face, but becaufe
it is not indifferent to fach Men, nor in-
deed is it to the Public, whether they are In
or Out of Power, Theu' Chara&ers require

Shelter and Support They are not forti-
fied by the murus abeneus. It dcmands more
Care and Anxnety to fupport a tottermg Su-
perﬁra&ure upon a weak F oundation, than
a" folid Edifice, of whlch the feveral Parts
are well _dxfpofed and c_onncé’ced, of which

‘ e T W

new Reftraint of the Prefs ?

(33)
the. Whole is uniform, and the Foundation
unfhaken..

| But Comparifons are invidious. We v‘v;ill
leave them, and enter upon the third In-
quiry, |

IL Whether the Peace and Security, whxch
~ Individuals may derive from a new Re-

ﬁramt of the Prefs,
for the fochxefs which may arife
from fuch Reﬁramt?

will compenfate

4, In' orcier to:difcufs, this,‘ it may‘ be worth
confidering previoufly, what Sort of Peace
and Security fuch Men may derive from a

deration will anfwer the Inquiry, even with-

out dxfputmg their favourite Principle, that
they are’ as 1mportant to the Public, as they

wx(h to be thought.

* Slander is /remarkably keen and adive.

~ The Obﬁrué’clons it meets thh ‘inone Chan-

ncl wxll only haVe the Effe@ of producmg

F : a more -

This Confi-
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a more: copious Eruption in another, Men
who dare not print, will write; and the’
their Writings will not be circulated with
the “Vclocity of fugitive Pieces from the
Prefs, they will make a much deeper, and
a more lafting Imprefiion, B

- Every hand, 't'hroughdwhich: they paf,
will tranfcribe them, for“'tyhe Pléaﬂiré of pof-
fefling, and the Power of 'cdmmunicating,
a Secret. If they pafs thro’ ingenious Hands,
they will have the Chance of being im-
provid and embellithed, If the Obje& of
them' be an.Unpopular Charaer, ‘ex'rery Sen.
timent of the Writer will acquire fome ad-
ditional Force, from the ‘Préjudiees of eﬁe‘r’y

Men will be more difpéfedi‘to ta'lk'over‘
what is {0 cautioufly circulaféﬂi 'jth;mvy'];""-hir.xgs.
which become too familiar, by being in the
Ijlaqu of the Multitude. In thc_Cour[e of
fuch Cohvcr‘{atiphs, Cierumftéyltncés,,Wi‘l.li:,affifb,'

which will inflame the Odjum of the Up,

| Popﬁlér

(359 |
popular Men, Their Birth, Education, Cons

netions, Confanguinities, Meafures, Per-

fonal Foibles, and even their Afpe&t, theit
Vifage, if at all unpromifing, will confirm
the Diflike, and ripen it into Clamour and
Execration. s s

* Where then is the Peace and Security,
which Individuals can hope fc_)t from a new
Reftraint of the Prefs? If it be urged, that
the fame may be alledged in the Cafe of
Treafon and Blafphemy, the Objector will
find himfelf miftaken, when he confiders
that Treafon and Blafphemy are not fo fe-
curely hande‘dka‘b'out in Manufcript. They

may now and then ftray into the Hands of

one, who might remember his Obligation
to deté&,.,or to deftroy them. But wh;ti
the Mc}@gﬁére’:,, or the Piower,; of any Indi-
viduals, are become alarming to the Public,
a whole Nation muft be ftruck du'mb,J :o;_
fome Things will be faid, which may prove

 the Ufe of Speech to be as great a Nufance
_ to fome Men, as the Liberty of the Prefs.

F2  But
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But let it be conﬁdered ‘at what Expence

this lmagmary Peace and Security of Indi-

 viduals muft be purchafed P

Firf’c, At the Expence of one_ of thofe
‘natural Rights, which were referved at the

Inﬁxtutxon of civil Society, the Right of ,'

commumcatmg our Thoughts pz ovided they
be. neither treafonable nor.  blafphemous,
It is certain that all Men do not underftand

thelr natural and focial Rights clearly enough |

to fhew their F oundatlon and Ufe ; but let
any one, even the leaft of thofe nghts bc
mvaded and the Invaﬁon will be immedi.
tely underﬁood whether it be from In-
ftin&, or from what we call common Senfe
or from the laudable Pride of Lxherty, he
who has the leaft to hazard wxll becorhe

Clamorous as foom as he apprehends an En-

croachment upan. the Ieaﬂ Parc af that httle
Vhe has

And (hall a general‘ leamom-, whxeh may
be founded i good Senfe and a Spirit of Li-
e o berty,

(37).

berty, be excited for the Sake of any Indi-
vidual ? True Policy will anfwer in the ne-
gative, and our prefent Governors will with
one Voice admit, that fuch a Meafure is not
neceffary ; and that tho’ itfhould appear, by
the Eloquence of -the complaining Individu-
als, to be neceflary, yet, on Public Ac-
counts,, it woqld. not be expedieat.

In the fecond Place, This imaginary
Peace and Security of Individuals, muft be
putchafed at the Expence of Learning, of
Improvements in Science, and of Dif~
coveries in Nature and Religion. How
immenfe a Price this is, may be beft judged
by thofe, who know how to eftimate Learn-
ing and ufeful Difcoveries. It is too much
to fuppofe, that any Set of Men ina cxvx-
llzed Country, can be fuch Barbanans, as.

to value their private Peace at a higher Rate,

than any Inftrument of general Knowledge.

Perhaps it might ot be exaggerating to af-
- firm, that a thoufand innocent Errors were

better dxvulged than one 1mportaut Truth
fuppreﬂed.x‘ R O IR DRt ,

Indeed ’
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Indeed no ‘fuch Men are here fuppofed9
 for no more is meant than-to limit the Com.
Plaints of the Abufes of the: Prefs to thejr

proper Objects. It is -evident, that if they
tranfgrefs thofe Limits, they ceale to be

the Comphints of public Spmt ‘and de-

generate into ‘the unmanly Peevxfhnefs of
perfonal R.efentment |

Learnmg owes its ﬂourlfhmg State to the
Prcfs -and-as any Branch of Learning may
- chance to be connected with. fome Scheme
of Pohcy, the Reftraints of a Licenfe or Im-
primatur would cramp and fetter .i ‘Ingenious
Minds to fuch a Degree, that they would
compo[c themfelves to Reft, and leave learned

and cunous Duqmﬁuons for {uch Pucnlmcs
m therature as cannot oﬁ’end

The Con(equence xmght be favourable
enough to- Tory Prmcnples to Paffive-
Obedience and ' Non-refiftance ; therefore
the Grand ngnor prohxbxts the Uﬁz of . the

Preﬁ, |

(39)

Prefs, and therefore the Kings of France and
Spain, and other arbitrary Potentates, fuffer
nothing to be printed without Permiffion.
But in a Country of Liberty, Learning will
foon be impatient of unnatural Reftraints,
and retire to thofe Climates, to which the
Reﬂ:ramt maybe more natural

»Thef third ‘Article in the Price of this

is that
for'which our Fore-fathers ftruggled, at the

imaginary Purchafe to Individuals,

Hazard, and fometimes at the Expence, of

their vaes and Fortunes ‘THE LIBERTY
or THIS COUNTRY.

Wxthout the free Ufe of the Prefs, ‘any
Chara@ers or Defigns, unfavourable to the
Royal Family, or to lecrty, cannot be

publickly known, till it is too late to op-
pofe-them,: Hence the greateft Enemies to

the Prefs are. thofe Chara&ers, which are

potorx,ous for entertainin g thofe Def igns.

~ Men of true pubhc Spmt when advanced

to- Power, will bc Friends to the erth-
o rxghts




(40)

rights of their Countrymen ; and, as fuch

will have Nothing to fear from the Prefs
They will rather rejoice in it, as the Channel
by which fpeculative Men may convey an
ufeful Hint, which it might appear pre-
fumptuous to oﬂ"cr m Converfanon.

“Whereas Men,‘ who are to'o diﬂident of

their Charalers, to wait for an honourable

Call into the Service of the Public, will
find a grievous Obftacle in the Liberties of
their Country.  They will no fooner thruft
themfelves into the Cabinet of a Minifter,
’than they will meditate Schemes for foar-
ing above him. In order thereto, they will
fet foberly about the Overthrow of the Com-
monwealth ; and that true Liberty may be

~the more effeCtually attécked their Counfl |

will be, ta connive at ancnuauﬁxe(s, till the
Outrages of it become unfufferable. Then

it may be no Difficulty to bring perfonal ‘

~Slander inta the aggregate Sum of Offences;
and, by fubjecting that te new Penalties,
the great End will be anfwered ; for the
moﬁ de(e;vcd, and moft impastant. pcrfanal

. Re-

by their Conncé’nons
thefé need no Prote&iok ; thieir own. Mmds
will proteét them agam[’c Slander, if thé

Laws ihould novt._'

(#1)

Reproach will be fomewhat retarded, by thc

flow. Clrcalatxon of & Manufcnpt ;

And who are the Tidividaals, whofe
Peace and Security cail demahd this Pro-

tection ! Conﬁdermo the Importance of the
Sacrifice, they {hiould be Men of the firft
Confequence, diftinguifbied by theit Rank,
by the Services of their Anceftors, by many

confpicuous Proofs of Patriotifm in them=- -
felvés s “unblemithed in ‘their own Cha.

racters ; in their whole Lives ; in their Friehds
fhips and Alliances ; alWays beloved ; never
once fuf?e&ed 5 follicited by the. People ‘fot

obtritded upon them; and, in fhort, Friends

fo Libetty by Education, by Teinper, and
But foch Men as

They muf’c be Men of d}ﬁ‘erent Charac- N

térs that fland ih Need of mote Peacé anci
Secunty thdn the Reft of their FelloW—Sub-

jeé’ts, and have :he Prefumptlbn to feek fof

G | | Shelter
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(42) .
Shelter, in a Breach of the Pubhc Liberty,
Men, of no real Confequence in themfelves
neither diftinguithed by the Services of their
Anceftors, nor by any extraordinary Me-
rit of their own : labOurmg under gencral
Sufplcwns, and thefe founded in every Cir-
cumftance, that can poﬁibly create, and
firmly ground a Sufpicion; difliked by Men
of all Ranks, and of the higheft Under-
ﬁandmg, mv1d10uﬂy advanced to Power
and Confidence, in Neglet of thc moft me-
‘ntonous ‘Hands and Heads, and in fhort,
Friends to the worft Syﬁem of Polxcy,
the be& adapted to their own Emo]ument

| The(e are the Men, who may feel the leert

of the Prefs, and, as they will conﬁder
every Thmg in the narrow View of their

own Intereft, may determine to overthrow
}that beerty

Hence the -Publ,ic,‘ and thofe whom it

concerns will judge, whether the i Imaginary

~ Peace and Security of fuch Men be worth

a Purchafe at any Price ? ~or, indeed,

Whethcr fuch Mcn at all defcrve the Notice

: R ' and

(43)
and Regard of the Public ? ‘Whether  their
Power, if they had any, Would not rather
deferve to be conﬁiercd as a Tuleratlon on
the Part of the Public, than as an Eftablifh-
ment? And, whether the Liberty of the
Prefs ought to be in the leaft affected by any

Thmg fuch Men have fuffered, or may fquer |

from it ?

| Iam fo fanguine for the Honour of my
‘Country, as to doubt of the Exiftence of

fuch Men, in Places of Power and Tru{’c
It is impoffible that the Friends to Liber-

ty, whe are ftill very numerous, could act
in Concert with them, or not oppofe them, ,»
with all the Zeal and ercumfpeéhon of

loyal Patnots

: F of"Povi‘rer’ cannot be innocent in ‘fuch.,
Hands, Wherc any Motive prevails, dif=
tin& from the Good of thofe, for whofe

Sake the Power is- conferred t,hat Motive

- will direét the Power. .

|
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e B

It will introduce Men, of. the worft Chas

facters, of the.worft Principles, of the low-

eft Qualifications, into. Offices, in which

the moft important Perquifite to them, is
the Power of doing hut,.

- And it willexclade Men of the. higheft -
Pl‘Obity, and of the beft Underﬁ'anding,

from every Branf‘h of Power, becaufe Power,
in the1r Hands, would be direGted: to- public
'Utllxty, and fo not- only become ufelefs: tos
but would mvoluntarﬂy be levelled at, the
Views and Deﬁgns of thofe Enemxes 10 the
Public. ,

The. Friends. to Liberty, unld foon.be
- fenfible of this. They would look- about
them, and ring the Ararm-Berr, and

put. themfglves, upon their - beﬁ .Guard, and

~watch. every, N[QIIOIJ@ of . the. DEeSPE.R\ATfE
E.NEQMYp)

" As a Spirit.of beexty is namrally«reﬁle{s ]

and jealows, even tho™ the Danger-be net
real, but magnified by the Arts of Faction
| and Sedmon we carmot fuppofe the Friends

o to0

(45 )

to- Liberty- to lie dormant if* Principles  of
Slavery were known to be creeping towards

the Root of it, and fo, far advanced, as to
- wither the Leaves and deprive the Branches

of their radical-Moifture..’

Thefe- muft be the Illufions of well-
meaning Men, who are dreaming for the
Good. of: their Country:; for-as.Men of, op=
pofite Principles and Defigns cannot agree
in_the fape: End, - we: cannot conceive:them

to.co-opssate with Harmony. The Friends

to Ldberty. cannot be themfelves paffive
Agents to their-political Enemies; and.of all
the Inftruments, by which the former may
prepofe te carry.on. the- Service of the Pub-

~ lic, they cannot:employ any fo unfit; fo fal-.
lagious, and fo_likely to fruftrate their In-

tention,, as.thofe: who' are -here diftinguithed
by, their. real  Charadter of ENEMIES. to

I@L,Bmwﬁ. o

Bu_t I W;Il not alarm the Well-aﬁ'eé’ted .»
Part of. my. Countrymen. It may, pethaps,
. beimore ﬁngarzaéle to congc;atulate them, that

P there
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there are Friends toLiberty in high Offices, for

we may reft affured, ‘that They at leaft will

do Juftice to the Mafter, whom they ferve,

This, indeed, is.not the only Security of

the Public, for there are certain Marks, by
which the Influence of bad, defigning Men

may be difcerned; and till thofe Marks ap-

pear, there is no Pretence for Jealoufy.

- When 'the.Publ‘fc ‘Aﬁéirs are carried on by

the Advice of a private Cazar 5 when that
Cabal confifts of Men, who are more popu-

lar %m’o‘ng the Difaffe&ed, than the Loyal
Part of the People ; when the Well-af-
fected fhrug their ‘Shoulders, and whifper

the Difcontent, which Prudence, or Obli-
gat‘iohs,' or Decency, reftrain ‘them from
évoWing',; when Men of known unfhaken
Zeal for the Service of their King and Coun-
try are difcountenanced; when Party Di-
~ ftinétions are faid to be abolithed, whilft
the worft Princikplges‘,"Of the moft déngcfbg§
Party, are inﬁdic’;uﬂy gaining Ground, and
the Principles of Liberty, in which the Re-

| I vo-

(47)
volution was founded, decreafe in thejr Va-
lue, by not being current ; ‘when Men are
advanced to high Stations, who ftand in
Need of Vouchers for fo indifpenfable, pre-
fuppofed a Qualification as their Loyalty ;
and, in thort, when Confiderations of De-

_ cency, of Policy, and even of public ’Pea‘ce,-

are facrificed to the narrow Views, the
Party Prejudices, and the unpopular Support
of the Cabal ; then a free People will make
ufe of their Eyes to fee, of their TObgués to
fpeak, and of their Hands to write ; then
the Liberty of the Prefs will be exercifed

| upon its proper Objects, for it will be Iegally

and honourably cmployed, in the Defence of
the Crown, and of the Liberty of the Subjedt:
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