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Mr Afgills Brief Anfwer
T
 Bricf State of she Queflion, &e.

rymemeneneme® B () [ T ¢wenty Years ago
ANIGE the Trading Part of this
Nation was in as miferas
ble a Condition, through
i the Eaff India Commodi-
ties, (though thew in time of
| Peace, ) as 'tis now through
the printed Callicoes and Linnens. |
It may be remember’d, that no lels a Man
than Dr. Davenant took up the Difpute on
behalf of the Eaff India Gompany againft the
| | A Weaver
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pend thcrcon ; as the learned Mr Afg:/! doch
at this. pre(ent time.

And asthe former made ufe of all his Rhe..
torick, to find out fome {purious and pre-

tended Caufes, for the want of Trade at that -

Time, in order to delude the Nation, and
divert it from applying a proper Remedy ;
fo likewife, the latter hath compafs'd Sea
and Land, not only to fisd out fome frivo-

lous Caufes to account for the Badnefs of |

Trade ; but hath alfo grofly mlﬁepxcfented
every Thing, and more particularly the moft
famous MannfaGuries of this Kingdom, and
magmﬁed thofe which are buc infignificant
in Comparifon of them.
 But tho’ Mr. 4fgill feems to have a better
Plea than his Predeceffor had, by Reafon
that there is fome Parts of our Manufa&ury
mixed with thofe Commodities he pleads
for ; yet he ought to know, that the Rea-
fon why our Legiflators did prohibit thofe
India Giods at that time, was not becaufe
they were wholly of the Manufa&ury of
India; but becaufe they took away the Labour
of the People, and that imany Manufalturers be-
came excelfively burdenfome to their vefpeltive
Parifbes, and others weve compelled 1o feék for
Employment in foreign Parts. Now, I fay, if
| the
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the Confumption of any Commodity what{o-

ever caufes the very fame Evil and Detriment,

as in Falt the wearing of printed Callicoes

“and Lmnens do: Then,m Stri@nels of Reafon,

there ought to be the fame Remedy apply’d

to the latter, as there was - to thc former.
Bue,

two Argumems only, which are in his two
Comparifons, as he cails them,

1. Betweewn the Silks and the Cailzcoes,

2. Between the Silks and the Linnens; page S.

Therefore I'll confine my felf to unfold the
artful Sophiftry of thefe his two main Argu-

ments, the reft being but Trifles and Cavils,
which muft fall of themfelves after their
only Bafis is entirely deftroyed, as will de-
monftratively appear’ in the ,following
Pages.

Thisi mcemous Gentleman, in order to thew

that _nexthcr the printed 2nd painted Callicoes,

nor the printed and ftained Linnens, are the’

Caufe of the Badnefs of the Weaving Trade,
hath divided, with a great deal of Art, the
Weaving Trade, for Womens Garments,
into two Branches, viz. The Silk Manufa-
&ury, and the Woollen Manufa&ury, And
then, |

Az - He

As all Mr. Afgill’s Book is grounded on

ey
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He compares the Silks with the Callicoes,
as being both Manufa&ured here, p. 8. which
is a veiy mofs Mnregre{cntatxon, as i fhall :

thew prefcmly
¢ The Silks, fay be; now Manufa& ured in

¢ Eugland are firft imported from Tuvky, ln=.
Thole from Turkey,

¢ dia, China, or [Laly,
€ Indiay, and Ciina, are for the molt Part

f imported Raw, and fo are thrown and-
But fome lefs Parts from
¢ thence, and aH thofe from

¢ woven here,
m Jraly, are ready
¢ thrown, ‘Though this is not altogether
fa,lr]y ftated, as having omitted Frﬁ (‘zf all
the winding of the Raw Silk, as I:lfevvlfc uhe_
dying it after ’tis thrown, and then winding
it again: Yer ] thall pafs it by, withount any.
any other Oblervation.
fiates immediately his fuppofed Callicoe
Manuf&auiy as follows.
¢ The Cotton, of which Callicoes are rmw
¢ made in Englaud, is imported from ouc
< Plantations in America in the Wool, and fo
is Spun and Woven here. The REST
of the Callicoes are imported by the Eaft
India Company from Jndia in White Cloath,
and fo are ufed here either White, as they
come ovcr, or as afterwards printed here.
By this Comparifon, this worthy Gentles
wan woud fain have the World to under-
fland,
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After which be

Comparifon ;) as the Silks are.
far from being true, that, according to the

(5)

ftand, that the Bulk of Callicoes is a&uauy'

of our own Make, much npon the fame Foot,
if not on a Better (fee his Conclufion on this
This is {o

beft Iraformamm I can come at, there never
was in this whole Kingdom Ten Looms of
thefe Callicoes: And thefe fo very coarfe, that
when they are printed, they are not Sold for

above Two Shillings and Four Pence per

yard. And confequently cannot interfere with
our Silks, Yet our _Author {peaks of them
as a very confi derable Manufa&ury, and
compares it with no lefs than that of the Silks,
which is known at leaft to employ Twelve
Thoufand Looms: And then he goes on to
{peak of the Judia Callicoes as a mere Trifle,

faying, the R E ST (which is, in the Senfe

he -fpeaks of, but very infignificant) of the

Callicoes ave zmpo;ted by the Eaft-India Com-~
pany, &a,

Thus this Gentleman endeavours to im-
pofe upon the Nation, afrer he himfelf had

~ been impofed upon by his Patrons.

‘And therefore every thing, which he in-

fers from this Comparifon, muﬁ fall to the

Ground, .as being without foundation.
What this Author fays concerning India

Callicoes, amounts to this, viz. that the primg

Coft
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Cof? o} every Yard, of India Callicoe is but Six

Pence 5 and the C/owu, ond S UB FECTS,

of Great Britain, gaiz 2 5. 6 d. for every Yard
Callicoes imported from India, here. To

which I anfwer, that this Gentleman mif-
takes the Queftion entirely ; becaufe the

Qfeﬁidn' is mot what fome Subjells may gain
of their Fellow Subjetts ; (For, all the World

knows very well, that a pernicious and ruin?
ous Trade to a Narion may be carried onto

the Advantage of fome particular Subjetls.
But the proper Queftion is what the N A-
TION GAINS or LOOSES by
thefe India Callicoes.

This then being the Qﬂeﬂz‘on, our Author
hath been fo Civil, though not defi Cfnedly,
to furnifh us with an Anfwer p. 13. viz, thas
the prime Coft of all white Callicoes, Yearly im.

Apomsd from India, and legally confumed in Great

Britain, amounts to 40000. L after the rate of

¢d. per yard, as he informs us p. 8. Which
Sum of 10000 L. according to his own Ac-

to the Nation. For
that ¢ The Eafi- India

count, is wholly lof
chough he fays, 2. 18.

¢ Company, who Import the Callicoes from

¢ thence fand obliged to Export from hence
« Tew per. Cent. of all their Exportatlon n
< Euglih Goods:

page that thofe Indians take none of them.

S

Yet he allows in the {ame

e

SNCESSEN 5]

b R e T R TR

e

o (7)

So that ’tis very plain, that the Eaft-Iudia
Company Export thefe Englifi Goods to thofe
Parts, where our Merchants are not debarred
from trading ; and confequently, renders this
the fame -Thing to the Nation, as if the
Eaft India Company exported none. And thus,
~ According even to this Gentleman, this
Sum of 4oo00 L is loft and funk to the Na-
tion ; notwithftanding fome Szbjetts may
be confiderable Gaixers thereby.
~ Bat if we fuppole, as we may very juitly,
that double that Qva'n'"it; is run and {fmugled
upon' us; then the Lofs to this Nation muft
be at leaft 120000 /. in neat Bu] lion; be-
fides the Lofs that muft accrue from about
soooo People being. deprived of their La-
bour and Subfiftance thereby. (N. B. by
the Confumption of Callicoes only.)
This is therefore the Channel that drains
our Cbin, and our Bullion; and conlequent-
1y ’tis no woader to fee the Price of Sil-
wverrife 3 or 4 per Ceut. every. time the
Eafl-India Company fit out their  Ships.
‘Which is properly fesdingour VIT AL Sto
the farthermoft Parts of the World, to pur-
chafe Mifery and Beggary, in the Lateral Senfe,

- for our poor working People ;and thereby de-

prive them of thofe Neceflaries for Life, with
which the good Providence of God bath in
a
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a more peculiar Manner bl lefs'd thzs Couri~

_ try, than moft others.
- This Gentleman maintains an "Eypothers
“which is in it felf fo abfurd and inconfiftent;

that nothing in the World can be more-fo.
" He wou’'d not only infinuate thronghout his

Book, and all his Britifp Merchants, that
Callicoes do not hinder the Silk and Wool-
len Manufaturies ; but afferts it in exprefs
Words (wiz) For it is not the printed Callicoes

‘or Linuens, that hinder the Manufatury of Raw

Silky but the grear Quantities of Foreign Silks,
p- 12. And then he concludes thus:
the printed Callicoes, or Litinens, are no Canfe
of this, fo the probibiting of them would be no
Remedy, p. 13. He {ays the very fame as to
the ManufaGury of Wooll, as follows.
« That the printed Callicoes (againft which
¢ the Complaint is made) not being worn
or. ufed for the fame Purpofes with the
Woollen Manufa&ury, do not therefore in-
terfere with Them, nor ought to be fuppref-
fed in favour of them, p. 20.” So that, ac-
cording to this Gentleman’s Hypothefis, our
Women, who are now ciothed with printed
Callicoes, formerly went in the Streets with-

" " *

"

out any Clothes, that i is, without Gowns and -

Petticoats.

But as

Bu
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shey before us'd to be fupplied with :
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But it feems, that thefe palpable Falﬂxodds and
Inconfifkencies have thrown this learned Gentleman

into fuch Confufion, that he did not know what "

he was Writing; elfe he could never have con-
tradicted himfelf {o manifeftly as he has done upon

this very Thing: For he allows, p. 15. that Callicoesdo
nterfere with Silks, which is allowing the fame thing

he had abfolutely deaied in p. 12.
to Foreign Silks. |
If this Author was ask’d the Reafon why thofe

But to return

foreign Silks - hinder our Silk Manufactury 2

His Anfwer doubtlels wou'd be, ¢ Becanfe fo much
¢ as are confumed of thofe foreign Silks, jult fo
¢ much of our own Silks are lefs confumed. And

fo fay the Weavers with refpect to the Callicoes,

thar fo much as is confumed of them, juft {o much
of their Manufacturies are lefs confumed.

And 'ts very obfervable, that it is' upon this
very Argument, that in p. 16, he fays, thac
« The Perfecution in Fransce had driven our from
¢ ‘thence into England, and other Countries, Multi-
tudes of Silk Manufadurers: Who fewting up
the {ame Trades there, Thofe Countries were
fupplyd ar Home with fuch leks, as they before
bought from France'.

Bur, if the Weavers, either in England, or in
France, argue in the fame Manner, and fay that the
Importers of Calhcoes, and the Callicoe Printers
have [et up a Trade which fupplies our Wemen with
Printed Callicoes and Linnens to be ufed in the flead
of our own ManufaGuries both of Waooll and Silk, as

Then, This 25y
B  accord-

~

LY

[
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according-to this learn’d Gentleman, all a Clamour
and Miflaken Pretences, p. 16. and ﬂorqw?ng Stones
againft the printed Callicoes, &c. and is as gblz’gzxe a
Caluymny, as that of his Searmew's Rats, &< p. 12,
Ig.,, . : [N . | .
But if this Gentleman would learken to goo.d
Argument ; as I hope he will when he fees that his
Falacy is feen thro’; and that he has beea fo much
impos'd upon, by bis Clients : Then he wou'd {oon
acquiefce to thefle plain Reafons. As‘ T will on
my Parc agree with him in all that is jReaﬁ.ma-‘
ble : Accordingly I agree that thofe foreign Silks,
ate fo far an Evil to the Silk Manufa&urers, s
to -hinder ihe Silk Manufactury of the like quan-
tity,” So far it is an Evil, asd no farthe.r. And
I hope, that this Gentleman in bis turn will bf’ {o
good as to acknowledge, thar other foreign ’(,or‘n-
1odities alfo are {o far an Evil, as they hinder the

like quantity of our own Manufactury, For Ex-

ample, ;

Let us fuppofe, on the one Hand, thar there are -
12000 Gowns and Perticoats of foreiga Silks con-
fumed Yearly ameng us, whether Legally import-
ed or {mugled; which I think is a grear deal
more than what really are. o

" On the other Hand, ler us fuppofe that there

are but 6ocooo Callicoe Gowns and Pertticoats con--

famed yearly among us; which I think alfo to be -
le(s than the Number really is.  Yet,

" This wiil fhew demonfirarively that the Evil cau-

fed by the Callicoes, is Fifty Times greater, than

the Evil caufed by foreign Silks, whether legélly

| im-

s‘:'
i
L
o

|
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ki ‘ ) .
tnported, or {mugled. And confequently, the firft
of thefe Evils is infignificant, in Comparifon of the -

larter, ; ,,
Therefore the wearing of printed or painted Cal-
licoes and Linnensis the CHIEF and PR I N-

CIPAL Cayfe of the Exceffive Baduefs of the
Weaving Trade. C »

Bar, as this Gendleman, in The Britifb Merchans.

N 3. calls for the Name of this or that particular
Jort of Waoollen Stuffs that Callicoes interfere withy | ana
fwer, thar Thofe Women which were formerly
clothed with #7%orfled Damiasks, Plain and Flower'd
Ruffels, and Flower'd Calimancoes, and Fine Stuffs from .
15 d. to 20 d. per Yard (thefe were all /olien Stuffs)
befides thofe Half-Silk and Half.Woorfed, fuch a5
Flower'd Grezates, Woorfled Satinets, &c. are now gene-
rally clothed with thécheapeﬁ: Callicoes, and wirth
the bef: of printed Linnens, Which is o true in
Fadt, that thefe confiderable Branche
ving Trade are -almofy extinét, byt
thefe printed Callicoes, and Linnens, :
. Icome now to confider our Author’s Second
Comparifon, between the Sills and the Linnens, as he
calls it p. 8. and 11, though in Reality ’tis g
sween the Waollen and the Linnen, His Words are
thefe, viz. o ' v

s of the Wea.
he wearing of

P . . - 3 .
“The Linnens printed here, are all made in Greas

‘ . - T‘ " . . ¥
Britain or Treland; (except fome fow imported from

. 4 i . :

" Germany, which are printed for Handkerchiefs only)
¢ ~—— And therefore are 4 S MUCH a Sia;ﬂe
‘ ' ple

Commodiry and Home Manufadure as

the
- WOOLLENS

« And — are not therefove
B2 ‘o
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¢ to be fuppreffed as damaging the Manufacturies of
« WOOLL or Silks. The Linnens employing

"¢ THE Hands of the Poor in Spinning and Weaving,

¢ as well as the Pl or Silks, _

To which I anf{wer, that this Comparifon is alfo
greatly mifreprefented, and with abundance of
Ast, as will evidently appear by the following Ob-
fervations, viz. o |

1. He fays, the Linnens printed hbere are A L L
made in Grear Britain or Ireland: Though this
might very well be difputed, I fhall pafs it by now
for brevity Sake; yet it cannot follow from he
Linnens being made bere, that they are 4 S MUCH

‘o Staple A S the Woollens; Becaufe on the one

Linnens are made, is not all of our own Growth,

Hand ’tis well known that the Flax, of which our

but that abundance is imported from abroad ; where-

as on the other, A L L the Wooll, which is ufed

in our Woollen Stuffs for Women’s Garments, I S
of our own Growth: Therefore this Gentleman
ought not only to crofs out the Adverb, AS MUCH,
but cught alfo ro cenfure his Clients for having thus
impofed upon him. . |

But as his Propofition is falfe, fo the Confequence
drawn from thence cannot be good,

2. Befides the Falfity of the Argument, there
is another grofs Infinuation equally falfe and per-
nicious, in his Second Confequence, iz, “That the
Weavers demand no lefs than a total Suppreffion of
the Linnen Manufacturies ; hear his own Words,
And the Linnens thercfore are not to'be SUPPRES-
S ED as damaging the Manufagtuvies of Wooll, &c

| For

R N SV R S

| (13)
For what doth this Gentleman, or his Patrons,
mean by this infinitive Pafiive #o be fupprefled ? Do

the Weavers demand the Linnens to be demolifbed or
fupprefed? Do they ask, that the ufe of Linnens

fhow'd be prohibited for Sheeting, Shifting, Table-

Cloths, Napkins, fwadling Clothes for young Babes, Frocks

for Children, Aprons, both for Men and Women,

and for many other meceffary Ufes in Familiies 5 as
alfo, for Frocks for Soap-Boilers, Chandlers, Butchers,
Waggonners, and many other Trade{men, whofe Bu-
finels requires fuch npper Garments » For all which
Ules there is above double the Quantity confumed
in thefe Two Iflands, than there is made in all the
Three Kingdoms. And is it not as clear as the Sun
at Noon Day, that what the Weavers ask, is on-

~ ly the fuppreﬂing/ or prohibiting the Wearing of
printed and painted Callicoes, and printed and
ftained Linnens 3 or, as this Gentleman pretends to

foretel, both the Abjeftives and Subftantives them-
{elves, for Women's Garments, that is, for Gowns
and Pettscoats ? : : )
Notwithftanding that this is as plain as Words
can exprefs ; yet we fee, that'this Gentleman and
his Patrons have the Affurance to infinuate fallly

‘that the Weavers ask for {o abfurd a Thing as a

Total Suppreflion of the Linnen Manufacturies.
Ought not thele Men, therefore, to blufh for Shame,

for endeavouring to impofe fuch palpable Falfities -

and Abfurdities upon fo wife and fo penetrating

Nation as this is? I
3. As this whole Argument is artfully crouded
with Falfities, and Milreprefentations; {o with the
| fame
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- fame dexterity. he wow'd fain infnuate that the
Manufactury of Linnens employs as many Hands,
as thgfe of Wooll, or Silks: For, he fays, the
¢ I.Jinnens‘ employ the Hands of the P OOR 'ill
¢ Spinning and Weaving, as well ag the Wooll or
¢ Silks.’ Which is very True: But nbrhing to the

purpofe. For the proper Queftion is whether the-

Lionens employ as M A N Y HANDS asthe
Woollen does, Rur to proceed, | o
._ Let us fuppofe, for Argument fake, that the Lin-
- nen ManufaGury, as well as that of Wooll, were
both e:quai]y Staple, 7. ¢, the Growth and Manu-
facturies of ;bis Nation : And that both were li'ri-
compatible together, fo that either the one or tth‘ff:v
other muft be deftroy’d, | N
Upon this Suppofition, The CO M M ON
G OO D of the 22hole Body ‘Politick muft inter;
vene, as the GRAND BASIS of all Na
tional Laws, and give the preference to Thar Ma.
rzufaétu;‘y, of the Two, which fhonld be moft Effen.
tial to the true Intereft and W elfare of the whole
Nation, A "
Accordingly it woun'd appear, that the Lin‘héa
Manufactury is alinoft infignificant, in'comparAi(éﬁ’

- tothar of Wooll, both with refpect to the Num.

ber of H?ndS they employ, and to the Encourage.
ment of our Navigation: “Which are the Tuwg
main Supports of cur Swength and Grandenr,
It wou'd appear alfo, that in pr‘efering the Manﬁi -

.faé’:ury of .70l to that of Lz'aziz’c}z,’ we might en;l
1oy forEVE R this famous and adw;z'.mgcom Ma
nufadtury, it not being in tbel’owgzr of the éplyol;

* Unis
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Wniverfe to interfere with us in the Woollen Com=
modities. , , .
Whereas in the Manufadtury of Linnen, we

fhou'd be continually perplex’d, it being in the Pow-
er of all our Neighbours to interfere with us in the

Linnen Goods.

But as this is not the Cafe ; fo ’tis needlefs to go
any further upon this Suppofition. -

For we may be certain by our former Experience
that half of the People in the Three Nations con-
fumes more Linaen, befides thofe printed or ftained,
than there is made in the T'wo Iflands. -

-~ Therefore, the Linnen Manufaduries of Grear
Britain and Ireland may very well be eucouraged,
notwithftanding any Prohibition of printed or ftain-
ed Linnens for wearing Garments. - -

Bur as this Champion for printed and ftained
Linnens, infifts upon this Article; fo it muft be.
left to the grear Wifdom of our Legiflators to de-

cide i,

Of whomn I humbly beg leave, to lay down the
Confequences which I apprehend will follow on ei-
ther Side of the Queftion; as alfo the Reafons
which fhew that the following Confequences, un-
der their refpective Suppofitions, are unavoidable.

Firft, if the printed and ftained Linnens are al-
lowed o be worn, then I think iv will naturally
follow, :

1. Thar vaft Quantities of Lianen, both White
and Printed, will be poured 1w upon us from al_!
Parts ; which Mifchief will be covered under the

{pe-

g
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fpecious Pretence of encouraging
Manufacturies. .

The Linnen Printers would foon improve
their Art to that Degree, as to become almoft as
pernicious to both the Woollen and Silk Manufa-
¢turies, as the Calhcoes andé&mnens are ag pre.,
{ent. ' ‘

3. The intire Rmn and Lofs of our Manufa®tus
ries of Woollen Stuffs for Womens Wear ; as is al-
ready the Cafe of fome of them, viz. Woorfted Da.
masks,Flower’d Ruffels, and Flower’d Callimancoes, &c.
'Whereby our beft Manufaturers will be forced to

our own Linnen

feek for Employment in foreign Parts ; while their

Families, and the meaneft fort of Workmen, muft
be maintained here by their refpective Parifhes; as
is already the Cafe av London, Norwich, Canterburj,
and el{fewhere.

4. That our Z#%oll muf’t be carried, and run out
of the Nation, to thofe Pecple who need not be told
what to do with it: For, tis very reafonable to
fuppofe that our Farmers and Wooil-Staplers will {eek
for a Market where “twill be to be had, rather than
fee their Wooll rot upon their Hands, or have lit-
tle or nothing for it. ~This appears alfo to be our

prefent Cafe.

5. That {feveral hundred thoufands of poor Peo- .

ple will be deprived of their Employment, only in
the Woollen Stuffway for Womens Wear; and that
even without doing any Service to our own Linnen
Manufacturies, as I have fhewn already.

6. and Laftly, That the prefent Evil will fot at

all be removed, but perhaps will be much greater
in

(17)

i a very few Years; becaufe, though fome of the

beft Gentry fhould leave off thefe prmwd Commaoa
dities, yer it wounld (pread wmuch more in Propor-
tion among the common Sort ;3 and thar on 2 much

' bettex Foundation than Callicoes are at prefent, that

is, on the (pecious Pretence of encouraging our own
Linnen Manufacturiés. Bur,

~Secondly, If the wearing of both the printed and
painted Callicoes, and printed and ftained Linnens,
.are prohibited ; then I humbly conceive the natmal

Conﬁ,quence will be,
- 1. That all our Woollen Manufa&uries will not

only be reftored to their former flourifhing Condi-

tion, but they will alfo very muchincreale; where-
by all our Poor, Old and Young, will be employed

dn both City and Counry; and confequently

the Parithes will be eas’d of abundance of Pen-
fioners, and other accidznral Poor; and thofe who
fhall be mcaoamaned to do any Manner of Work,

,wxll be betm provided fer,

2. Thar many of the ableft Manufalturers in

foxelgn Pa;ts will be encouraged thereby to come

and fettle among us; as hasbeen the Cafe, in feve-

‘ral of the preceding Reigns,

3. That our Wooll will bear a reafonable Price

at Home ; and confequently our Farmers and Wooll-

Staplers nor be forced to run the Risk of carrying

‘and {mugling their Weoll bevond the Seas ; which

will effeCtually incapacitate Foreigners {rom being

our Rivals in the Exportation of our Woollen

Commodities Abroad.
< 4
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4. That our Farmers and Grafiers will have 4
betrer Marke: for all their Commodiues,ﬁas‘ Cattle,
Hay, Corn, €c. All Handicraft Trades will be a-

bundan:ly the better, and every Workman will be -

‘employ'd. The Merchants, and Shop-Keepers,
. will have a berter Sale, and a quicker Return for
their feveral Commodiriés. And confequently, -

s. The Eftates of our Noblemen, Gentlemen,
and other landed Men, will bé nor only more
fecure, but wili alfo very much improve.

6. And laftly, The King's Revennes will nor on-
1y confiderably increafe, but will alfo add much
Luftre to his Glory, and Streagth to his Power.
In fhore, every individual Member of the whole
Bedy Politick will find his refpective Account
herein, .

"1 humbly beg‘leave alfo, to offer fome Reafons -

‘to fhew, that thefe Confequences, under their re-
{pective Suppofitions, are unavoidable. ‘
Buar as no Reafon can have fo much Weight,
as former and parallel Precedents; fo likewife I fhall
give none but what are grounded upon kuown Fatts.
1. Before This Nation was blefled with Manu-
facturies, it was but weak and mean ; and confe-
‘quently defencele(s: For, our Ancient Hiftories
are crowded with the difial Accounts of the Nati-
on being ravaged, plundered, nay even conquer’d
by the Romans, Scots, Danes, Normans, Saxons, &c.
But fince England has been bleffed with Manufactu-
ries, no Power hasartempted to infult our Coaft, or
invade us, but what have found juft Caufe to repent
i | : |
; 2.
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2. And as Thefe -Manu"fa&uxjies have increafed,
and flourifhed; the Strength and Grandeur of the

- Nation hath increafed in proportion.  'Wirmefs our .

renowned Queen Elizabeth, who, after fhe had given
a {ecure Afylum to Multitudes of perfecuted Manu-«

" facturers, reduc'd the exorbirant Power of Spain.

3. The landed Iaterett rifes or falls, in proportion
as our Trade and Commerce increafes or dimi-
nithes, For Example. In King Charles the 24’

" Reign, fo good a Law was made for encouraging ouy

Silk, Manufatturies, as to prohibir all French wrought
Silks, under thé Penalty of being burn’d. Which good
Law caufed feveral ManufaGpring Towns to be
full of People. And confequently, raifed the Rents,
Which, I fuppole, encouraged the Eaft.Indiz Come
pany 1o Imporr from Perfia, China and Eafl.India,
vaft Quantities of Wrought Silks, Bengals and Stuffs
mixed with ‘§ilk or Herba ; as alfo vaft Quaniiries -
of Callicoes, printed and painted. This Flood ¢f
foreign Commedities foon laid wafte all the Ad.
\ffaiﬁ;ages ‘which had flown from that good Law ;
thefe Manufacturing Towns foon became depopu.
lated, and the Parifhes exceffively burdened wirp
Poor, asis exprefs'd in the Preamble of an A& of
Parliament, intituled 4 48 for the more Effefluat
Employing the Poor, by encouraging the Manufailuries
of this Kingdom. 'The Rents fell prodigeoufly; and
fome Streets were almoft withour Inhabirants. But
when our Legiflators had prohibited the wearing
of thofe pernicious Commodities, all our Poor, Old
as well as Young, both in City and Country, were
employed, Many new Branches fprung up and

| C2 flovgifhe
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flourithed extreamly. All our Streets became full
of Inhabitants; The Rents raifed gradually two a-

bout one Thud
Builr, e, *

Thefe were the happy Confequcnms (:sf the Pro-
hibition of Eafi- Trza’w Silks, and Eaft-India Callicoes,”

notwithfzanding all the pretended Arguments Dr.

Davenant ha d Jeamesiy (er forth againft the Prokii-
bmon, in his Effay on the Eaﬁlndxa Trade; not much

unlike M. Afg;d m “his Brzef Anfwer to a Brzef
State, &c. For, as thIS Gentleman is’ pexpetually
begsmo the Quea’hon, by takmg, always, That fot.

“granted, which is the very thing in di(pute and

aﬁiznma as chief Caufes, for the Badl‘ie{S of Trade,.
thofe Things which are :he Ieaﬁ ; fo, his Pxedecef—
fm did likewife, at that time ; whxch our Legxﬂators
faw through, as Ihope they will now, with refpeét
g0 Mr. Af5il’s Impoﬁuons and foreprefemanons,
But ro remurn. - :

As the owrﬂ« wing of the aforefmd Eaﬁ Indza
Commodiries had laid wafte all, the Advantages
w‘mh accrued from  that Law and that wery
many of the Manufaéturers cf this Nation were became
exceffively  Burdenfome and Cljﬁrgmble to zbezr I{e-
Jpetiive Parifbes, and otber: were Zl/‘é‘)’eb)’ compel!ed ta

* This accounts fairly for that only Argument, Mr:
Algill bath in bis Britith Merchant. Ne. I of ‘the
Rents Rifing dnd Building of new Houfes.  For,
tho’ the Weaving Trade is as bad as it can well be : Yeg
People do not turn off their Urade, nor leave their Habis
zations, before they Jee whether or %0 there will be a
&enscdy m{t:lyd to their Gricvances.” Jeek

Many new Houfes ‘have b'eén'

\
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Seck. for Employment in _]0?“’ng2 Pztrz.v, as 'tis faid inthe
‘abovefaid 4. '

‘So likewife the overﬂownw of prmzcd and ftain-
ed ‘Callicoes and Lmnem ham almeft laid wu’te
thofe happy Con(equences which have accr ued from T
the Probibition 4ét 5 in fuch a Maauer, that wany of
the Manufallurers of this Nution ave become exce(fively
burde.cﬁme emd char p'ﬂﬂl!e ro 2/}@1 *ej j)etrwe szﬂ:e:
and others have baen zéwuy compelled to feck for Em:
ployment av Tankerville it Francé, and elfewhere.

- To-conclnde, As the Trading Parr of this Nation-
is-in as miferable a Cendxt:on, a8 1t was’ ‘before the
Probibition A8 5 fo the-Wedvers huriibly hepe; from
the known VVJdmn and - Juftice of our Legiflarors, :
that a: fuitable Redrefs - will be granted. to their,

pxe(ent Calamlty 5 as i Was: ro: 'Iimt Iwemy Yeaxs




'_ASDVERTISEMENT

 Juft Publifnd,

HE Weavexs true ‘Cale; or the’ wearmg of
- printed Callicoes and Linnen deftructive to the :

Woollen and Silk Manufaturies. Wherem all the - o

material Objections 4gainft the Weavers are fairly ©
" fited, ‘confider’d, and anfwer'd. Addrefsd to the

Members of the Honourable Houfe of ‘Commons.: =~
By Claudius Rey, a Weaver. The Second Edition,
- To which is added, a Preface, in Vindication of it.
 Sold by 7. l\won at the White-Hart in Cbezzpf de _7 e

Roberts in Wzrwzck Lane 3 and 7. Chetwood at Cato s
Head in Roffel-fircet, Covent Garden. Price Six-pence} |
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