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ADVERTISEMENT,

HE Editor throws out to his Country the followmg

thoughts, on a fubJe& of no fmall unportance, viz.
The fettling the Right of Franchife or voting in County Elec-
tions upon a more enlarged and permanent footing than at pre-
fent, yet confiftent with the eftablifhed Conﬁitution of. this
part of the united kingdom. Not afraid to handle a fubjeé in-
volving in . part thé'great queftion of Parliamentary Reform,
in fo far as feems fafe, but proteflting that he has not been

the mover. It was ftarted by gentlemen whofe names he does

not know, with, he is perﬁladed, pure 1ntcnt1ons and convin-

'ced that had the juftly-condemned Affociation been firft form~
ed thelr patrlotlﬁn would have checked their zeal for the pre-

fent; and pomtmg out the danger of doing harm where good
was intended, would Lave fugaeﬁed that it is better to fubmit

~ to known 1nconvemence, than lofe 2 goed i improvement by un-

timely attempt,



A S i

o Jusmsobizgz.
T O
oF BALMAIN, Bart,
PRESES OF THE LATE MEETING— OF GENTLEMEN OF PROPERTY IN

| SCOTLAND, AT EDINBURGH, APRIL 1792,

SIR

TO none W1th fo much propmety as to you can the follow-

ing Letter be infcribed, the Gentlemen thh whom you

" met at Edinburgh on the 24.th of - April la{’c havmg placed you

in the chair of a meeting, refpeé’cable, as I am informed, for.
independent property, and principles the moft conftitutional,

yet dlﬁmgm(hed by no party-attachment but aﬂ'embled by

that a@ive zeal for the real good of thelr country, which, cal- |
led forth on urgent occafions, moving with ﬁeady pace, equally
firm and c1rcumfpe& proves a beneficent ftream, enriching as
it flows, not a torrent overwhelmmg in its courfe, removing ob-
firuétion by violence, and bringing deftruction on the land it

ought to benefic, o |
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- That the approaching meeting of Delegates of the Heritors
of the Counties of Scotland may prove the beneficent ftream,
is myyeaz\'nrcﬁ?prayer, for the good of our country, in which I
have fome intereft; my love for which, and my attachment to
its excellent conflitution, induce me to addrefs this letter to you,

to the Delegates, to my Country, and to the Public at large,

and which is a- 7»ha‘zardous* “ftep for the firft

time to appear in
print, ' '

This Letter comes anonymous, not that I am alhamed of the

name I 'bear, but becaufe a good or bad plan fhould be received

or rejected on'its own merits,
merit of

The AUTHOR,

yx‘iétv on the fupﬁofed merit or de-

(7))

T o0

T he COURT of DELEGATES to meet at Epin-
~ spurcw, July 2. 1792,

" GENTLEMEN,

ELEGATED by the heritors of Scotland to confider of the
fpréfént ftate of their réprefenta‘tio‘n in Parligment, ‘an_@ of
the beft means of remedying the acknowledged defects in it, fo

far as relates to the Right of Voting at_the Elecion Of*the Re-

prefentatives for Shires in Scorland, commonly fiyled County

Members, ‘ad‘mit" an addrefs frbm an Heritor of no incon-
ﬁ&érab]é‘propérty ;—of what extent, is immaterial to the . pre-

‘fent queftion ;—of what clafs or name, is léqually unimpqrf
tant, The mégnitudé of the objet of difcuflion, no ‘lefs than

the confirming, firengthening, and rendering more durable the
Con.ﬁ‘itu‘tiori of this country, thich we have {o recefxtly m coun-
ty-meetings refolved anew to maintain againft all infidious and
feditious attempts tending to undermine or deftroy, fealed

"with our names, and carried in our addrefles to the foot of the
."Tl',llion~é ; thus moft folemnly ratifying, {wearing to maintain

for Ourfel‘ves,a and hand down to poﬂ;erity unimipaired, that_‘ex_.
cellent conftitution eftablithed by our anceftors at the glorious
Revolution in 1688, bought by and fealed with their blood, at
at the expence of a race of Kings who had worn the Crownlc?'f
‘ this -
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this kingdom 318 years, a period long enough to have eftablith-
ed hereditary right, if fuch could exift in a free kingdom with-
out the confent and approbation of the people: but they had ren-
dered their own expulfion neceflary, for falus populi fuprema lex
¢f. This I hold to be the firft Revolution principle, and the only
one on which it can be jultified. A na‘tio'_n is bound by fealty to
1ts Sovereign; a people muft fuffer long, muft bear much, before
~ they think of changing, which can be warranted by neceflity
alone, and the fupreme law of public fafety. . This warrant
James VIL * gave our’ forefathers, 'and ‘this they' executed ‘a=
gainft him and his defcendants, by excluding him from return-
ing, and his fon (who had been acknowledged as fuch in ‘Eng-

land) from ‘the fucceffion, and by chufing others to ‘occupy the

throne declared vacant. Whether James abdicated; whether he re-
\no'unced'for himfelf and his fons, whether he was driven, ex-
- pelled, or vacated the Crown, is immaterial, - The do&riﬁe"l-ai&,
down then,- and maintained ever fince by the nation, is, “ That
*“ a King on whom the Crown has devolved by inheritance, hold~
113
*¢ feit the Crown for himfelf and defcendants: then' and then
only it reverts to the people, to difpofe- of as they judge
moft for the public good, taking the next in:fucceffion quali-

o
1]
7
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they did, and this we maintain they did of right -every time we
take the oaths of fidelity, allegiance, and abjuration. The
record of Pérl,iament”wtheﬂ ftatute-book, preferves in it acts of fe-
curity and fucceflion. In thofe very ads which placed that
Crown, o happily for this nation, on the heads of the Brunfiwick
line, which had, fo unhappily for them, fallen from the heads of
the Houfe of Steuart, there it is written, there it may be feen,

¥ Ifpeakasa Scot'fman, \

T 0. .

“how

¢ ipg it by t’h.ell'a'yw of the land, Canj,"by"viola‘ting ~th'é.t-1éiw;~ for= .

fied to wear if, with power to annex to it what conditions and |
limitations they fee expedient for the public fafety.” This

( 9)

how the transfer was made, and by what unpredicable fteps Pro-
vidence brought about the wonderfulvchange: While we admire
let us alfo blefs the invifible hand which thus ftrengthened and
confirmed the rights and privileges of thefe nations, and fecu-
red to us our happy conflitution, the blefling of thefe, the»admif
ration and envy of furrounding nations, the ultimate inheri-
tance, [ moft devoutly hope, of all the world ; for it isno bad with
furely to others, to pray that they may be as blefled as we, with

a conftitution conferring * fecurity and happinefs exceeding

example, and furpafling all human wifdom to contrive, |

This love of and zeal in fupport of our happy conftitution,
does riot,blind me fo far as to make me think it above all?-_ix’n—-
provcmcnt, or to preclude all amendment or reform. Thereis -
no abfolute perfeion upon earth. It is prefumption to fay t‘h.at
we may not approach nearer toit. Butthere is no hazard in

- warning ourfelves to beware of innovations, to move cautioufly

in reform, and even to amend with difc,retibn, after’ the moft
mature deliberation. In fome cafes, there. is a danger in expe-
riment: but ‘there is.as much weaknefs, on the other hand, in

~rejeGting all amendment, and every reform, - Of thefe we have -

had multiplied inftances, and felt many good effe®s : they have
operated improvement, they have led towards perfe&ion ; but as:
for innovation, deftrudion lies in the way ; let us beware, let
us avoid it.

_Afcer thus premifing, what I have \to,oﬁ‘er,on‘the:fubjca of
Freehold Qualifications may appear bold, and tending to ha-
zardous innovation. In. that I fhould poflibly agree, were the
idea new, were it now firft broached, and had it not been aGually
propbfed; by the Frechol.dg;s,;of fome counties at their MiChaglmas
head-courts. N |

- Let it however be remembered, that the qualification of Free-
N o G L holders
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holders is but, 4 legal declaration of the right of franchife, and
not an alterauon of the conftitution, inconfiftent with which,
it is contended, no alteratlon ought, or'can' be made agreeable
' to public fafety ; yet without endangering - either, and poflibly
with advantage to both, fome change may probably be effected.

This appears, from their. refolutions, and from your appoint-

ment, Gentlemen, to be the opinion of the Landholders of moft
of the count1es in Scotland, :

" Such fhires as have not fent Delegates feem to have confidered

the importance of this ﬁlbje& too lightly, or (what T am averfe |

to fuppofe) reft contented with the generally acknowledged il
{tate of this thmg, indolently fubmitting .to grievances felt by

- -all, and which may with perfe&t fafety be removed, was the

public mind fufficiently well informed to fix upon a prudent and
practicable plan of reform, neither 1nconﬁf’cent with, nor adverfe
to our Juﬁly-e{‘teemed conftitution,

It is not my buﬁnefs to guef's at, or animadvert on the views
of parucular clafles of men, or of individuals ; tey may. have
their views : it is enough for me that the public is concerned,
and that that public is my country. If the plan produced does
not correlpond with the1r good reje&, if 1t prormies benefit,
Why not adopt it?

* A moft illuftrious authority lately, in a f'olemn proteftation in
the higheft affernbly in the nation, laid down this truly confti-
“tutional prmcxple, “ That all reform not Janctioned by the people
““ s wrong.” 1t follows, we may fairly infer, * That reforms
¢ r.nay with fafety be made, when fo fan@ioned.” “And the late
royal proclamation,  confidered as a minifterial appeal to ‘the

people, with the confequent addrefles, confirm and fan@ion the.

mfercnce. - ‘ SR
* His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales,.

We

()
We come now to the point.  You Gentlemen Delegates are de-
puted by the heritors of Scotland * to meet at ‘Edinburgh, to

form a court to confider the laws of ele@ion for thires ; And no
more! What would be the ufe of that?  You may ¢onfider thofe

laws more at lelfure, and ftudy W}gbt on Elections . -more coolly,

at your own homes in the country, (for 1 preﬁlme you all

lmve homes in thofe counties whence you come), than in the
metropolxs in the month of July, when our legiflature has wife-

ly thought it better to fend our lawyers and Judges into the

country for refefhment, than to detain them later in the inner-

“houfe; when our Chief Magiftrate finds it time to fend his

counfellors into the country ; and when none chufe to do buﬁ-

:nefs in towns Who can get out of them

| Why then thould you be fent to f’tudv our ele&non-code in
town in the heats, Whlch too often exc1tes ferment in. autumn,,

but that the colle@ive _]udgement of the ‘wifeft men t of thlS‘

‘kmgdom may be obtained on a fubjeé’t fo extenfively i import tant ;
- and that you may, from fuch colleé’uon of Judgement and full

1nf01 mation,, form fome plan to be laxd before your conﬁltuents-

‘in your report, whlch you can propofe to them as praé’ucable,
‘fafe, and ufeful, upon Whlch they may form the heads of a bill
for a new law, and 1nﬁrué\ thelr members to brmg into Pdrlxa- '

ment, if generally approved of.

I {hall prefume to h‘int,_ that the form of ’refolutiyons‘, to be adopt~
ed, altered, or rejected by the county-meetings, may be pre-

* It is not now debated, whether Peers may be received as Delegates or not, or

CL N . N [ N ; L e . .ﬁ
how far they are concerned in the: county-reprefentation. But if any are fent,.it. -

fhews the fenfe of thofe counties who delegated them.

+ It is prefumed, the wifeft would be delegated from each fhire,

ferable

Al
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ferable to heads drawn up, who may then renew their commif-
fion of delegates, with powers to prepare the heads of a bill di-
gefted on thofe pr1nc1ples moft generally approven; for to wait
till an unanimous approbation can be obtained, would' be as ab-
furd as to expect a plan to be formed without concert, or car-
ried into effe without agreement Te would defeat every good
purpofe, and ferve the end of thofe only who ﬁnd or deluﬁvely‘
think they fee, their. mtereﬁ in confuﬁon

~ You may perceive, Gentlemen, I do not write hs a lawyer; |
a character to which I have no. pretenﬁons ; I do not affume
it: that of a plam honeft countryman is all I afpxre to; a fair
ambition {urely to everyman in a free ftate: neither pretendlng to
be a man of letters, or profound politician ; they are often fwerved
by prejudices of education and practice : much lefs a modern
philofopher ; they overturn every thmg old, to fet up new fyﬁems
equally abfurd and inapplicable, (to our fituation at leaft), upon
new—fangled and unintelligible do&rmes, fpecioufly mlﬂeadlng
the unwary and well-»mrentloned w1th def‘cmptwns of unat-

tainable perfe&xon. Itis enough for me to have a httle confi-

dered this fubjec on which 1 venture to addrefs you; and that
my fellows, the landed intereft of Scotland, are deeply interefted

in it; happy if any propoﬁnon from fo weak a pen can tend to
utlllty, and amply rewarded {hould it produce fome falutary )

effect.

If no reform is ‘needed, then the only ufe of the Delegatmn is

to exprefs it as their opinion, ‘Bat that fome reform is become

neceflary, from the degenerate ftate of things, and that the con-

f’utunon of Scotland has in thxs refpeé’c fo * far /lzd from zt.y bzﬁ:,

- # Speech of Chance]}orr Thurlow upon a.Scotch eleaigns g;ufe, 1789,

: as

( 13 )

as to need a parliamentary repair, your nomination thews it to.be’
the general fenfe, and that fome propofition towards its repair is’
~ expected from you: Therefore I may: pr ()pheticélljr foretel, that
thould you feparate without forming fome plan, difappointment
will follow ; but fhould that plan be made on a contra&ed fcale,
difapprobation will enfue, Thefe are not times to narrow privi-

leges. Any fuch attempt muft produce difcontent; whence:
would flow murmur, commotion, and eventually fubverﬁ’o’n'. S

Had no fuch ﬂqneﬁio‘n been ftarted, perhaps I might have been

led, from fome late events, to thmk it fhould not now be agita~
ted; but the complaint is-not new in Scotland, it is of ‘long’

ﬁandmg ; ‘the inconvenience is not fmall, the grievance has been . -

loudly complained of. Thefe, and the circumftances of the times,
with the reafonablenefs of - the thmg itfelf, in a country advan-
cing faft in liberality, . improvements, and cultivation, by in-

duftry to. wealth, indicate that ‘no narrowing {y{tem will be well
received ; but that'we muft, inftead of retrograding, look for-

ward, and provide . for farther improvement, by approaching

: nearer to the fyftem of our more advanced ne1ghbours the Eng- |
hIh ~with whom we are now mdlﬁ”olubly conneded.

‘ The only way, then, to get‘ r;d of the mconveniencee felt\ dnd .
complained of — to repair and- ftrengthen. the Conftitution; and

to fet it up again ereé’,c,ﬁrm,gand; permanent upon its . bafis,
feems to be, By lowering the qualification, and attaching the right
of franchife to the altual poffeffion. of the prapert_y, ﬁ;rb proprzgtor

bcmg the ‘vqﬁzl of the Crown.

" Thus the Conﬂntutlon will be prefex ved and ﬁrengthened

‘\whale the grievance will ‘be removed, as no parcbmem Freeholder

could then claim to vote at Ele@ions for our fhires : Neither

could the fubjeﬁ»fupenor, by fpllttmg his valnanon, extend an.
| o D T ' undue‘_
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und u‘e influence over the poﬁ’eﬂ'ors of the. propefty of the county,
or place on the roll a phalanx of confidential voters, frequently

unconne&ed with the county, and always accufed, often falfely |

indeed, of being devoted to the will, and obedient to the man=
dates of their creator: —A praé"cice fufficiently known in Scot—

land. to have excited much difcord, though poﬁibly Liccle expe-

nenced to the fouth of the Tweed

To fee how fucha meafure may be adoptéd without injury to,
nay, with the fafety and improvement of the Conftitution, let
us confider what the Conflitation is in- this particular. I take

it to be, * That the waffal of the Crown, nfeft in lands to a cere
Y tain extent, fhall bave right to wote”
fumed to follow infeftment ; the eye of the law hath noother
* contemplation ; :and as vaflulage is a feudal tenure, it fees no o-

" Now poffeflion is pre=

ther but the 1mmedlate vaflal of the Crown. Thisistérmed freebold,
buat admits of - fuh—vaﬁfwlage ; fo that the holding -of the ‘Crowti;,
with the infeftment, conftitute the right of voting — not the
actual poffeffion. of the efiate. Hinc orige maki, becaufe I can buy

- an eftate holding of the Crown; I -can'feu it out at-full value

blanch, and I, not the poﬁ’eﬁ'er, am the- voter.--Thxs is- good

in law, though the purpofe 1is dn:e&

Aaam, I can purchaf'c a. fuperxonty of a blanch holdmg, andi
1, not the proprlet@r of the eﬂ:ate, am the votcr. 3

Thxs 18 termed: a freeho}d and rxghtly 3 Eecaufe holdmg of the

- Crown is holding of no body, for the Crown has no. reﬁrammg

authonty over the holder.

It does net appear, rhen, that addmg an effate in real pof=

feflion to this holding can weaken that independence eﬂ'enual to
conﬂxmte a frechold, - I think it is firengthening it, =

( 15)
- Why then Tower the qualifications: P----B<=:cauI'e the times and-

the pmgreﬁs of things require ir.~~An-eftate of L. 106 of valued:
rent is now often of more value than one of I, 400 ‘was one

hundred years ago; and the proprietor: generally a man of
greater refpectability, ‘and no lefs ancient defcent.—But bé it

remembered, that pofleflion, not defcent, is the requifite—elfe
where are your parchment Barons i—In- this partlcular our an-
ceftors, attached as they were to family brieves, never’ f'poke of
defcent, but of poffe{ﬁon ~—Have we narrowed that dorine ¢

- f; then, thxs ean be adepted thh {'af'ety, let us fee the expe-

diency. - But firft-look how the law ftands. Go back to James I '

’ s+

parﬂlxamem 3 ag 52 Ifem, 1t is- ordamed &c.

s That ‘all Preiates, Erles, Baronnes*,- ~a—n~d Freebalder: g" tbc
o Kdng ‘be halden: to compeir-in-perfon; and notbe a procura-

¢ tout;: but: gif- (Jaﬂlef‘s)theprocurateur a}leage‘ there and prove
“oa Jauchfmlkeau(em t)hexrAabfemee R Tt ety S

- Here appears to have been a pra&tce of votmg by proxy, as
the . perfonal attendance on the King’s ‘parliament was: “often i in-
convenient ; which praice by that ftatute is’ reﬂ:ramed and per-
{onal pref‘ence mﬁﬁed on. -

Thts bemg found fo burdenfome as not to be exigible’ by law

or compellable by force, 1t was ordamed by {tatute James I parl.

3 a& 101, "

“ That fmaﬂ baronnes and free tenentes need not cum to par-
“ liaments, but are to fend two reprefentatives from each ihe-
‘. nﬁ"dome, ealled Commlﬁ”arxes or Lemmxﬁioners of bhlres »

So here we have that reprefem:atmx} eﬁabhfhed which- obtams )

to

) 1428,

a 1|

‘ Perfor

1427
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to this day, as an indulgence to the King’s -leffer vaffals, the
great ones (or greater.Barons) being bound in perfonal prefence on:

the King’s fummons.

Scots

That all freeholders under 100 merks of extent ﬁmd tbezr pro-;

cumtors to parlzament

o« A& of James I: ranﬁed -——Precepts from the ng for chu-

''''''

o of the ﬂnre and that all freeholders of the ng, under the |

 degree of Prelates and. Lords- of Parhament to be prefent at
(13
(14
“ mendry balden , of the lfmg', and. ‘hes their atual dwelling and

(1]
. ele&ed annually at the Mlchaelmas ‘head-court,”

:.g“ Baronnes fuld fend to parhament commﬁﬁoqers vnth {uﬁi‘
s ccxent comrmﬁions. T herite s Lot |

- Ce e e L
¢ P TR

Thus far the way is clear, the line of reprefentatmn 15 dlﬂ:mé’c

from James the L to VI,  That the real freeholders, vaflalg'of

¢ the Crown, poﬂ'eiﬁng thexr own lands, fhall vote upon the. e-

T ﬁates they hold. » And if any deviation was afterwards made,

they, in fo far, departed from the orlgmal principle of the Con-
ttitution, viz, The reprg/entatwn of the Efates, as well as of the
perfons of the Barom a principle never to be loft ﬁghc of, and to
which, if it has by law ~or practice been deviated frorn 2 new
law fhould recall the pra&me, thort of which, nothmg eﬁe&ual-
ly falutary can be done. Palhatwes ‘would be tampenng with

the ‘

A dxﬁméhon 1s drawn by exemptmg freeholders under L 20

*:the choofing of the faid commiflioners ; .and nane to have Voit
¢.in their election bot Sk } as hes fourtie-fhilling land in free fe~

* refidence within the fame- thire, Thefe commlﬂioners to be’
(1)

(17 )

the Conftitution, and by weékening; endanger it. Why | then

fhould we not repair it? why leave to others, at fo imminent a

rifk, to do that which, by applying the remedy ourfelves, we
may do, and leave it to our fncceﬁors 10 a more 1mproved ﬁate
than we recelved ic? | - ' o

The right of voting extended to © all heritors, liferenters, and.

“ wadfetters, ho]dmg of the King or Prince, of ten cha]ders, or

« L. roo0 Scots of valued rent.”

It s to be obferved, that by thls law the I‘lght of franchlfe-
‘'was communicated to many who did not before enjoy i, partlcu-

larly to fuch as formerly held of bithops or abbots. But in twen-

-ty years after a farther extenfion was made, at which it has conti-
 nued to this day; for thereby it is ftatuted and ordained, “ That

““ nome ﬂlall have vote in the ele@tion of commxﬁioners of fhxres,

e but thofe who at that time fhall be pubhcly infeft in propm‘y
¢ or fuperzarztjy, and in pofleffion of a fortv—ﬂnlhng land of old

¢ extent, holden of the King or Prmce diftin@ from the feu—
@ dutles in feu lands ; or where the faid old extent appears not,

“ fhall be infeft in lands liable in public burden for his. Ma_]eﬁy s’
- % fapplies, for four bundred pounds of valued rent, whether kirk-
% lands now holden of the kmg, or other lands holdlng feu,
“ ward or b]anch of hlS Majeﬁy, as ng or Prmce of Scot]and >

Proper Wadfetters, heirs apparent in poffeﬁon hferenters, 8

huibands in rxght of the1r wives, and ﬁars, have nght to
vote. o o |

th taking tlle teft 2 fuﬁicient ‘objeé_'tion.;

" Here the principle of pofleflion is departed from 5 the fupcrxor
1s allowed to vote, and ‘may be a Wadfetter, hferentcr or fiar
£E L . | of

1661
a&g;

1681,

ad 3
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of a forty-fhilling land, or L, 400 Scots of valued rent, holden

blanch. Can there be a more acrial property, no refidence, no do-
micily no property! A mere pofleflion of nothing, acquired with-

out purchafe, except the fees of the feal of the charter, completed ‘

by form of infeftment, conftitutes a franchife, and legally creates
a parchment baron. What abfurdity ! That perfons having no ac-
tual property, not contributing to the expences of the State, fhall
have power to bind thofe who do. The reign in thch this was
done, in which the abominable teft was ena@ed in Scotland, (af-
terwards happily repealed), and fubfequent to it, fufficiently de-

- montftrates the arbitrary defign to dtfqnahfy all non-conforming
:Freebuldcrs, to the plan of crammmg Epifcopacy down the throats

. of the Scotch. But that’ ftubborn people, as hiftory mtorms us,
~ attached to their rights, refifted, and would not be dragooned

into forms they detefted.

" At the glonous Revolutlon in 1688 they eﬁabhfhed their

:,nghts, civil and rehgwus, but {atxsﬁed with the repeal of the
- Teft, and not perceiving the extent. of the evil of the act 168x: :
}left it in force. - : ‘ :

B At the Unionxih‘ 17o7, they conﬁrmed thofe rights, h‘ut}ne-

glected fo favourable an opportunity to replace the Contftitution,

“which had thus flid from its bafis, on its ancient folid. foundatxo-n ‘

of property, from whence it has been farther {liding ever fince ;
and confidering the ineffeCtual attempts made, and fo frequent-
1y repeated, to reftrain the evil confequences which have produ-
ced the grievances now complamed of of which we have had
but too much experxence

It feems evident, that no other method is left to ref’core the
‘Conftitution, but to place it again upon the original bafis of pro-
perty beld oj the Crown ; and in fo doing

, DOt to narrow, but ex-

" tend
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tend the privilege, by lowering the qualification deloww Four
bundred pounds Scots of walued-rent; how far is matter of delibera-

tlon and dxfcretlon.

1 think I have now fhown, that in fo domg, the Conftitution

‘will neither be departed from nor 1mpa1red butreftored, ﬁrength-

ened, and replaced where it /ﬁood at firft in ancient times, and
where alone it ought to ﬁand in all future ages.

That the old acts were conftitutional has been fhown. That
the a@ 1681 was v1olent]y ariftocratical, and ought not to be re-
verted to, is ev1dent For, however ‘ariftocratical, and feverely felt
fo, the government of Scotland formerly was; yet in thefe laft

- 1oo years, that artﬂocracy, under which a free and commer-

cial nation cannot thrive, has been fo wifely’ limited, fo
well tempered and intermixed with democratical- ingredients,

‘that they are nearly as well blended now in Scotland as they have
Jong 1 been in England and fuﬁicxently for the pubhc good ;
‘we have a mixed government fuited to our intereft and hablts,

and happlly mterwoven, fo as to form a ~whole, more perfe@
than in other countries, Thence, under the bleﬂings of Divine

| hProvndence, ﬂows that happmefs we feel, and exult in enjoymg. |
Let us then hold it facred let us not depart from it, let us not
}put to our hands to pull our own good houfe down' but Jom m
f1ts fupport. " ‘ ‘

'Were thls plan of conjoining ibe actual property with the fuperi-
orzty in the perfon of the freeholder to be adopted who could

wy‘fuﬂﬁer P

I_/f, The Iubjeé’c f'upemor fiar --—Let him hold what he has, let

him tranfmit it to his hexrs, but let hlm not tramfer 1t to ano-
ther except to his vaffal the poﬁ'eﬁ”or., R |

2d,
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2d, The fubje& fuperior liferenter,-_-‘-Life is fhort, let him hold

- 1t for life. S

3d, The fubject hufband in right of his wife fupérior;-#-So ﬂip;.

pery a right feems {carce worth holding; let him keep it who can.

| 4tb, The fxxbjﬁ& | fﬁpe‘ﬁqr -proper wédfettef.;-FThiSf'fﬂendqf |

holding is hardly perceptible; “where it exifts let it remain, but
{fuffer it not to be transferred or renewed,

- 52}.;, Arix,d‘per}))aps the ‘great;cﬁ injury\i‘s the éri#ation; of the pof=

feffed power in proprietors of confiderable eftates, and the great

families of the kingdom of Scotland -

y occurs, but not unfurmountable, where

| Heré I,cohfefgd‘iﬁicu‘lf

the greater good of the country is at ftake.

The gféat men of thé;:ki’r.zgdq}m, like ;Be} officers ’Qf’ a fggi,-'

ment, are commiflioned for its good order and .fuppcitt. " They

are always to facrifice their private interefts, nay their lives, to

the good of the State. They are to fet example, as they are to

- watch over it. The Nobility of Scotland have ever been diftin-
guithed for this patriotic loyalty. And no doubt can be enter-

tained, but they of our day will prove themfelves worthy of

their ancient honours, by cheerfully complying with the good

of their country. What reward have they? The reward of all
honeft men, the praife of their country, and the go;lifcioufnefé
of having done it fervice. That honeft influence, which follows
property, family, and perfonal worth, in public efteem. What

. other can they defire ! Perhaps you may think it juft to add, the"
_‘eligibility;tq Parliament of the eldeft fons of Peers, a privilege
~ of which they feem to h

o have been deprived in Scotland, by the
not ill-founded jealoufy of the Commons. . £

 bth, And

()

6¢5, And leaft, The diminution of the individual importance of

 the lefler Barons. This will be found to be in {o fimall degree, as
ot to be fenfibly felt by gentlemen of property, who, relieved
- by this new operation from that oppreflion they have for many

years laboured under, will, by the admiffion of their fmaller
neighbours and friends to the roll of freeholders, clear it of thofe

- they relu@antly admit and wifh to exclude; get rid of the

grievance ; and gaining on one hand more than they lofe on the
other, will find their account in ity as fplitting of valuation will
thereby be abolifhed in Scotland,
S quid novifli rectius tflis, candidus imperti, f; nom, bis utere
With, -
: :'Gentlemen; L

Your moft Obedient,

Devoted, and Faithful Servant,

AN HERITOR.,

3oth Jung, @
1792, Y
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