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& Frignds, Countrymen, and Fellow-Citizens,
4 , : L o
E A% HILE your prefent Reprefentatives
: P)[) are amufing you with idle and frivo-
b 5 lous Harangues againft the Power of
- : 5 the Court of Aldermen, which has
. Z happily controuled them in their ar-
§ ~ SDOmNMENEA bitrary and unjuftifiable Proceed-
v ingss and while they, by all the Arts of low Sophi-
: ftry and fulfome Flattery, are labouring to glofs over
: ] and palliate their corrupt Meafures, in order il to
' uphold themfelves in that Power they have fo thame-
N fully abufed, to the great Difhonour of the City
N and Magiftracy 5 while thefe Gentlemen, by all
i ‘the wicked Arts of Deceit; Mifreprefentation and
3 Falfthood, are endeavouring to impofe on your Un-
derftandings, and mifguide you in your future Choice
g - of Commoners, permit me, your Fellow-Citizen,
to lay before you, a Series of plain Fats, and thefe
* ¢ fupported by fuch Evidence as carries its own Con-
i viction with it 5 whereby you will be able eafily to
L judge for yourfelves, Whether thofe Men who have
long had the Conduct of your City Affairs, de-
{ferve the Continuance of their Power ; or whether
) they do not merit the Deteftation and Refentment of

_.an injared People. - v |
" And though thefe Gentlemen would artfully per-
- fuade you, that the Manfion-Houfe Affair is the on-
ly Inftance of corrupt Management they have been
guilty of, notwithftanding a Scene for the Dif: coveryg
o A 2 : 0




of numberiefs other Ivnﬂa‘ncesfwill foofﬁ:cpen to YOI:}‘»L';
-and though they pretend giving the Work 'to the

higheft Propofer, contrary to their own A& of Com-

“mon- Council, is no Injuftice to the City, nor the

loweft Propofer: Though all the meaneft Tricks,

Evafions, and Artifices have been ufed to make 3
good Job of this to themfelves, and to exclude eve-

ry other Citizen from having any Chance for the
fame Work s though thefe Inftances are fufficient to

demonftrate them unworthy of that Truft you have:

repofed in. then ; “yet thefe alone bear no Compatri-
fon with other corrupt Management which has ne-
ver yet been brought to Lights and of which thefe
Sheets contain only a thort Specimen.  + .

And however ready thefe Gentlemen may now
feem to fubmit their Condu& to publick Examinati-

on, when they find it is not in their Power to prevent
‘it, and that their Fellow-Citizens are determined to

fcrutinize into it with the utmoft Rigor and Severi-
tys yet can we ever forget the bafe ‘Attempts that
were made againt the very Liberty of the Prefs, to
obftru¢t any fuch Enquiry. But as they have now
join’d Iffue,and appeal’d to you likewife to determine
whether they deferve your future Favour or no, it is
neceflary you fhould know the Men, whofe Patrio-
tifm is not yet fufficiently chara&erized and diftin-
guithed to the World. - :
Thefirft Scene that prefents itfelf, is the extraor-
dinary Condu& of a diftinguithed Club, who to
conceal their Patriotifm have encircled themfelves
within a certain grand Luminary, thatit migheall
center in the common Intereft only of their dear
Conttituents. For you muft underftand, Gentlemen,

it is a capital Maxim whereby . thefe Gentry are go-.
verned, neither to fuffer the City or any Individual,

-exceptof their own Cabal, to benefit by the Wif-
dom of their Councils. Here Reprefentatives for
the City in Parliament are pricked down, as alfe

Sheriffs,
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Sheriffs, Aldermen, Commoners, Covernors of Hofpi-
tals, Treafurers, Stewards, Beadles, Nurfes, &c.3 and
here the various City-Committees are pitched upon
and multiplied, and the moft profound Meafures pur-
fued to uphold and maintain the Intereft of this pub-
1i_ck~fpiritedf}un&o 3 which, -as'you will obferve by
the Lift annexed, deals out the Loaves and Fifhes
moft generoufly for the Honourand Intereft of the
City they reprefent. Did thefe Gentlemen vouch-
fafe to let the Metropolis of England participate of

 their Bleflings in any Shape, their having an honour-

able Regard to their own Intereft, would furnifh litcle
Caufe of Complaint. The Misfortune is, here the
facred Office of a Common-Council-Man is profli-

tuted to the loweft and bafeft Ends. No Man would

envy City-Artificers, or Hofpital-Sergeons &c. the ho-
nourable Advantages they could make by their Pro-
feflion; but to find the Laws of Society unhinged,
to advance the private Gain of a few, in Oppofition
to that of the whole, calls aloud for publick Cen-
fure and Redrefs. So grafping after private Lucre
has this Knot of People been, that they have fuffer-
ed nothing toéfcape them where any offer’d for Plun-
der.  Don’tevery one remember what felf-interefted
Schemes the Lighting only of this City lately broach-
ed? So extremely modeft were our City Managers
upon this Occafion, that they projected no lefs into
their own private Pockets than 2378 /. per An. neat
Profit. *Tisno wonder therefore, that the Parliament
fhould be oblig’d to wreft this Matter out of thejr
Hands, and to exclude every Member of the prefent

Common-Council from any interefted Concerns there- -
~ in. And thiscertainly wasa proper Check to that Cor—

ruption they were difpos’d to plunge into. Nor is this
Reftraintany more than what the great Reprefentative
itfelf is fubject to 3 for Seats in Parliament, we know,
are vacated by Acceptance of Placesunder the Crown ;
and it is the Choice of the People only that deter-
o : mines
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mines who are fit Perfons to ferve the Publick, where

their private Intereft is concern’d. For want of a
general Reftriction of this Nature to controul the

Commoners of this City, how thamefully has their

Power of late been abufed? However difagreeable
it may be to wade through the Eilth of their Corrup-
tion and Mifinanagement 3 yet Truth and the pub-
lick Good require me to be minute in Particulars,
and to fpeak my Mind with the honeft Freedom . of
an Englifbman. - R IRt

*Twas judg’d neceflary by our City Managers;
to take under their Confideration, the Affair of
Moor-fields, in order for fome wife Ends, not yet
brought to light, to rail it, in the manner itat pre-
fent appears.
Work was contracted for, and to have been execu-
ted for 628/. at 2 5. 6d. per Foot. But after this was
finithed, the Artificer thought proper to evade his
Contra&, and inftead of demanding the Sum ftipu-
lated and agreed upon, he brought in his Bill for
1100/. 125.  This Procedure meeting Encourage-

ment inftead of Condemnation from your Rulers,”
rouz’d a juft Spirit of Refentment amidft the difinte-

refted Part. However, the Artificer’s Friends, who

conftituted the Committee of City Lands, in order =~

to {creen their good Ally and Affociate, very art-

fully propofed to leave the whole to Arbitration 5
plaufibly urging, that it was but equitable that'a -

‘Workman thould be fatisfied for the Value of his

Performance. This Point being carry’d, it remain’d

‘only that a proper Perfon thould be pitch’d on to
make the Eftimation. Accordingly Mr. .G ——
is propofed by the Committee ; a Perfon wholly un-

{killed in Bufinefs of this Nature, and eafity wrought

upon to allow whatever fhould be infinuated as juft.,
This Gentleman formally pretends to meafure” the
Work, and brought in his Account 5503 Cubical

Feet of Oak, which, valued at 4 Shillings per Foot, 7‘
; o ' amounts

Accordingly this important Piece of

[7]

amouits to the abovefzid Sum.of r100/. 125, Ini-
‘quity being fufpected in this Matter, the Oppofiti-
on prevailed that Meff. Fames and Dance fhould re-
meafure the Work, which they accordingly did,
and brought in the Account but 5110 Cubical Feet
only, ‘which at 2s. 6d. as firft: contralted for, a-
mounts only to'6387. 15 s. whereby it appears- that
the Artificer had receiv’d more than he firft agreed
for by 472/ 12s5. Tis fcarce poflible to believe,
what ‘fhameful Shifts, ~ Artifices, and Prevarica-
tions were hatch’d to prevent coming to a perfect
Knowledge of the Quantity of this Work ; and that
your Reprefentatives thould take fo much Pains to
prevent fuch egregious Corruption being brought te
Light. -Moreover,- Workmen of the greateft A-
bility and Integrity have declared, that this Work is
perform’d in a very ill manner, both with Regard
to Execution and Contrivance. For the Puncheons
(as if defigned only for the Profit'of the Artificer)

~ are of an immoderate Length, fome of them going

- Ground: So ‘that, together with the bad Contri
- wvance, and the Sap contain’d in them, the Work is

already confiderably rotted.. Had: this Performance
been judicioufly contriv’d, and fo executed asto have
been both durable and beautiful, the Railing ought
not to have been above four Feet high from the

- ‘Ground, and the Puncheons fram’d into a botrom

Rail, - which would have been far mere neat and
‘Workmanlike, and would have prevented the rot-
ting of the Puncheons, as alfo have fay’d 615 cubi-

cal Feet of Oak to the City. Befides, had the Mat-.

ter been Wife?’ and heneftly managed, there were
many able and upright Workmen, who would have
undertaken the whole in the beft manner for 3. 64,

per Foot, whereby this Piece of Railing would have.

~ been perform’d for 798 % 145. 64., the City fav’d in
this Article 301/, 145, 64, and had the Work: exe-
ST ‘ ' cuted
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[8] |
cuted in a far better, more fubftantial, and work-
manlike Manner. o
- Before I difmifs this Affair, give me Leave only
to obferve, That with regard to the fimple Article
of Tree-planting upon this Occafion, fuch was the
laudable Frugality, and good Management of thefe
Gentlemen, that a Perfon was introduc’d by one of the
Committee to do that for 12 Shillings a Tree, which
was afterwards atually done for 18 Pence. Isitany
Injuftice to the Charadters of Men, who will do
thefe things in the Face of the Sun, to infinuate thag
in every Contra&, tho’ of ever fo trivial a Nature,
they have a fellow-feeling, and partake themfelves
of the exorbitant Expence they.run the City to?
* The Rebuilding of Bifbep’s-Gate likewife prefents

“us with other Scenes of upright and extraordinary

Management. MTr. Smith propofes to undertake

this Work for 648/. but for Reafons beft known to

your Reprefentative Oeconomifts, it was refolv’d

that the City Artificers thould have this Job; which

they very modeltly propos’d to do for £ 950 00 o0

Soexquifitely well was this Work per-~ -

form’d, that, very unluckily for the

Reputation of the. Undertakers, it fell

before the Scaffold was ftruck; where- -

by it coft the City an additional Ex-

pence for Bricklayers Work.to patch - S
: e - 85 00 oo

it up e
And for Mafon’s ~———— 159 00 00
- 1194 00 00

~ Not content only with depriving Mr, Smith of
this Work, they moft arbitrarily and violently pre-
tended to wreft out of his Hands, a Piece of void
Ground adjoining to: Bibop’s-Gate, for which he had
contracted for a Building-Leafe of 61 Years at 504
Fine, and 8/, per Annum Ground Rent, and Tax
: ' frﬁee

Lo] '

free. The Committee’s Pretence for this Injuftice
to Mr. Smith was, that he had not paid his Fine with-
in 14 Days; whereas it is notorious that many have
not paid it within 3 Years. But what was the Con-
fequence of this Condu¢t to the Corporation? Smizh,
in Vindication of his Right, files a Bill againft the
Committee; but before it came to a Hearing, they
wifely fent their Sollicitor to Mr. Henfhaw, Smith’s
Attorney, to make the Affair up, left, in the Courfe
of the Trial , fome other upright Management
thould come to light. |

The Affair however was made up at the City’é.'

Expence. = Smith’s Cofts, as paid to L 5. 4.
Henfbaw, being . : 71 10 06
- And paid the Sollicitor of the Commit- '
~ tee upon this Account — 174 14 1
The Fine loft, which Smith wastohave =
paid : — = 50 00 00
As alfo 8. per Annum Freehold, free , :
. from Taxes, loft to the City for
. ever,. at 30 Years Purchafe, befides
- the improv’d Rent after the Build- o
- ing , — —— 240 00 00
| | o 536 05 o5
Expence of the Gate asabove - 1194 00 oo
1730 05 o5

So that Bz}%opfgate, by,thé wife and “eqmtab]e
Conduét of the Committee of City Lands, and the

City Artificers, has acually ftood the Corporation .

of London in 1730/ 55. 5d. when they might have
had a far more fubftantial Building for 648 1. 5 for fo
fhamefully and abominably ill is this Work perform-
ed, notwithftanding the monftrous Expence to which
theCity has been put, that in the Judgment of all expe-

B rienced
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rienced Workmen, it cannot poflibly be of long Dura-
tion, becaufe this Edifice isreally a perfedt Cripple,
and propp’d up, fince its firft Failure, only by Sleight
of Art, not ypheld by folid, honourable and {kilful
Workmanthip. -What Notion can you, my Fel-
low-Citizens, entertain of the Management of the
Affairs of the City of London? With what Face can
thefe Men, who at prefent govern the Capital of
Great Britain, prefume to breathe the Spirit of Pa-
triotifm, when their whole Conduct is nought bue
the moft unparallel’d Scene of deteftable Corruption

- .and Mal-Adminiftration? .

However tedious this Difplay of the Conduét of
our City Miniffers may appear, permit me farther to
trefpafs on your Patience: Truth and the publick
Intereft demand your Attention; thefe being only
what could engage you to read, orme to write, up-
on {o difagreeable a Subje&. To proceed. '

The Affairs of Fleet-Ditch likewife bring to our
View Practices no lefs fhameful and enormous. Mr,
Browne, a Bricklayer of Eminence and Character,
in Nov. 1733, delivered a Propofal for arching over
this Ditch, at the time it was propos’d to be fill’d up,
So juft and reafonable was this Propofal, that he left
it wholly to the Committee to pay him in fuch man-
ner, as they fhould judge moft for the Intereft of the
City ; either according to the Eftimate of whom-
foever they thould appoint to furvey the Work, or
by the Rod ; and this at as reafonable a Price as any

other Workman would undertake it. - And as he

made this fair Propofition, he judg’d he had fome
Sort of Claim to the Work, as being the City Brick-
Jayer.  But others had their Eye upon this Work al-
fo, in order to make an handfome Job of it, as
ufual. Accordingly a Perfon, wholly unacquaint-
ed with Workmanfthip of this Nature, contras to

undertake it for 400073 and he, and the Deputy,

thro?

[ 11 ]
thro’ whofe all-pawerful Intereft he procur*d this
Affair, hir’d an obfcure Underftrapper to execute
it ; and doubtlefs as much to the Benefit of the City
as moft Jobs of this nature have been done; and
no lefs to the Interefts of the Undertaker. For
when we confider what extraordinary private Ad-
vantages a certain {cheming Deputy has lately con-
triv’d for his Eftates at Flees-Ditch, and elfewhere,
at the Expence of the City, itis not to be admir’d,

if fuch a Patriot thould, in this very Aﬁ’aiif, be

actuated by the fame publick Spirit. For can it be
prefum’d, that an obfcure Fellow, of no Credit or
Ability to carry on a Work of that Size, thould
reap any confiderable Proportion of the Gain to
himfelf? And if fo, you Gentlemen can never be at
a lofs to conceive who run away with the Profits,
under the Mafk of Generofity to others.  How
this Work was executed; is notorious to Artificers
of the beft Credit, who were aftonifth’d to behold
the City thus bubbl’d and impos’d upon.

Nor has the City been lefs abus’d in the other
Works relating to this Matter.. Even in the very
Article of fixing Pofts, it was agreed that they
fhould be compleatly done for 255 each. Not-
withftanding this Agreement, an After-clap Bill is
brought, of four Shillings and nine-pence apiecé for
digging the Holes, and levelling the Ground ; which

- Article alone created an additional Expence of 8o/,

45. Youfee, Gentlemen, that not the leaft Occalfi-
on offers fot grofs Impofition and publick Plunder;
but it is chearfully embrac’d, and countenanc’d by

thofe whom you have entrufted with the Care of -

your Properties. *Twou’d be endlefs to peint out

- all the Abufes of this Kind, which have come to
my Hands from various Quarters. Before I difpatch

this Particular, it may not be improper to let the
Publick into the mercenary Craft of the grand Pro-
‘ B2 moter
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~moter of the filling up of Fleez-Ditch. Tho? twen-

ty Pounds per Annum expended would have kept the
Ditch fecurely rail’d in, whereby there would have
been no Neceflity for filling it up at fo great an Ex-
pence as it coft 5 yet this was always artfully neg-
leCted and evaded, and many Lives were fuffer’d to
be loft, purpofely to give an Handle to the filling it
up. And to what End think you? You miftake, if
you imagine the Honour or Intereft of this City was
any Motive to this Undertaking. No, Gentlemens
the Patriot, who fecretly conduted this Affair, ha-
ving an Eftate in Houfes there, and other kind of
Advantages to make, it was neceflary, for his own
private Emolument, that the Parliament, at a great
Expence, thould be apply’d to for that Purpofe ;
and that great Numbers of different A rtificers {hou’d
be employ’d, in order to fill the Coffers of their
Employers, who queftionlefs have no Share of the
exorbitant Profufion of the publick Money.

And to anfwer ttill more effectually thefe glorious
and patriot like Ends, was the Market itfelf project-

ed.. For what quivalent Advantages has, or is

the City likely to receive, to anfwer the immenfe
Expence to which thefe Meafures have run it? The
annual Tncome: of Stocks- Market, which, upon Va-
luation, might have been made worth to the City up-
wards of two thoufand Pounds a Year T, is totally
annihilated, and a confiderable Proportion of the
Bufinefs of that Market remov’d quite out of the
City, to the Lofs of your Eftates, and the Benefit of
thofe who are not Citizens. Tho it was to the Lofs
of the City Eftates, yet it was not to the Lofs of
“the Projector’s; for he had a double Intereft hereby :

By

+ This confiderable Annuity arofe by the great Number of |

Rents that daily fprung from one particular Spot ; it being com-
mon to fhift the Rent of every Spot feven or eight times in one

Day, whereby a large annval Revenue arofe from each.

[ &3 ]

By procuring Stocks-Market to be pull’d down, and
that of Fleei-Ditch erected, he not only benefited
his Eftates contiguous to the latter, but that alfo at
Leaden-Hall Market. However thefe things are like-
ly to anfwer to the City, it has well anfwered thofe
wife and honourable Ends of the Schemift who fer
it on foot ; and therefore he certainly merits the laft~
ing good Will and Affe&ion of his F. ellow-Citizens,
for fo fanguinely promoting their general Intereft,
and fhewing fo little Regard to his own. o

- Iheartily with, tor the Honour. and Intereft of
the City of London, aswell as for the Credit and Re-
putation of thofe who are invefted with the Admi-
niftration of Affairs, that I had no more of this Sort

of Patriotifm to trouble you with. But was I to .
- write myfelf out, 1 have Matter fufficient to fill 2

Volume. Suffer me, however, to enlarge a lictle
farther; conceiving even the narrow Limits to
which I have circumfcribed myfelf, will be fufficient
to rouze and alarm you, my Countrymen, to wreft
the Power wholly out of the Hands ‘of thofe, who
have fo inglorioufly abufed it. |

From the Prevalence of fuch unparallel’d Mea-
fures, *tis little to be admir’d, that the Bills of our

- City-Artificers thould fwell to fuch an enormous

Height, as to give Birth to the following Reprefen-
tation of a Committee, appointed Febr. 4. 1729. to
enquire into the State of the Revenue of the City
and Bridge-Houfe. :

*¢ We, whofe Names are fubfcribed, ‘being your
Committee appointed, with others, by Order of
¢ this honourable Court, to enquire into the State

(11

- of the Revenues of this City and Bridge-Houfe,

¢ .&e. do certify that we have accordingly feveral

*“ times met for that purpofe.
““"And we find by an Account this Day delivered
¢ to us out of the Chamber, that Mr. Chamber-
a ¢ lain
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¢ lain had overpaid in Cath for this City the Sum

“ of 12579/ 195, 5d. _ o
L Thgz %VC are further inform’d, that there is ftill

- ¢ due to Workmen and others, on Bills audited

< and not audited, and which ftill remain to be

¢ paid, ata moderate Computation, near as much

¢ more, which will increafe the Debt to about
€ 25,000/

““ We humbly beg leave to take Notice, that the'
«¢ Workmens Bills have increafed for feveral Years

¢ paft toavery confiderable Sum, ‘which We can no
¢ otherwife account for, than becaufe having pur-
“¢ chafed their Places, they charge wbar Prices they
think fit to this Gity. :

¢¢ Therefore, that the growing Evil may be effe-
¢ Qually prevented for the future, we are humbly
¢¢ of Opinion, that the Common-Council thould be
«¢ moved for an Act to be pafled to prevent hereaf-
¢ ter the Sale of any of the Places of the Artificers
<¢ of the City' and Bridge-houfe, the Sh‘oo‘tfman‘and'
<« Purveyor of the Bridge-houfe, and any other Of-
<¢ ficers, as the faid Court thall think proper, &%.

“The Comnittee then proceeds to fhew fome other
grofs Abufes, too tedious for Tranfcription, and
continue thus: ¢ We have likewife confider’d of
< the Reprefentation of the Creditors of the Bridge-
¢ houfe Accounts, which we prefented to this
¢« Court, relating to feveral arbitrary Payments

o

<

L2

< made by the feveral Officers there, and which
<¢ were allowed in the Accounts, without any Vouch-

<¢ ¢rs.”> Thisis the Subftance of the Report.

, : Sign’d Harcourt Maficr.
Robert Alfop.
Fobn Williams.

This Reprefentation produc’d an Act in the Year
1731. to prevent the Sale of thé Places of Artificers

. * Men have infinuated the Abfurdity of theirown A&
and

[ 15 ]
and Tradefmen of this City and Bridge-houfe, and
the Purveyor at the Bridge-houfe ; wherein it is en-
acted, that tho’ by the fame A& they were then in
Poffeflion of the feveral Places therein at Jength fpe-
cified, and that they fhould hold and enjoy them ; yet
1t 1s there particularly expreffed only upon this Con-
dition, viz. that they fhould csercifz and enjoy. their feve-

- 7ab Places, no longer than they fhould refpectively well

and boneftly ufe and bebave themfelves therein, according
20 their Jeveral and refpettiveAdmittances, and not osher-
wife. e :
~ How well the Tenor and Spirit of this A& hag
been adhered to, is manifeft by the preceding Inftan-
ces of Mal-practice, which have been barefacedly
carried on fince this A& of Common Council was
made ; and yet none of thefe Artificers have been
remov’d and difcharg’d from their refpeétive Places;
which certainly would have been the Cafe, had not
it been equally the Intereft of thofe in Power to
protect them jn their Service for their diftinguifh’d
Equity, Honour, and Integrity in their Profef
fions. Lo U : .

Itis further enatted by the A& aforefaid, Thag
all publick Warks, exceeding twentyPoundsinValue, Should
be advertifed three times in. the Gazette, or fome otber
publick News-Faper, in Order, and:to the Intent, that
alt Artificers and Tradefinen, feilled. in the Work o 20. be

" done,. orin the Commodities to be bought for the Ule of the

City, may make Propofals for doing and fupplying the
Jame. In open Violation of this Aét, there are num-
berlefs Inftances of Artificers, wha kave been em-
ploy’d in Works above twenty. Pounds in Value,.

~without any Notice thereof given to the Publick by

Advertifement, whereby. the City might take Ad-
vantage of him who would propofe to execute them,
the molft to its general Interefts. And tho’ thefe

*

by attemgting to fhew the Inconvenience and. il

2 ' Cog-
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’Confequences which attend publick advertifing in
general ; yet how does it appear that not advertifing
has prevented thofe ill Confequences? When the
moft exorbitant Sums have been demanded, and re-
ceiv’d for any Work, andno Oppofition been given
to the Undertakers, have they upon that Account

executed it the better? On the contrary, has not the ,
fame ill Performance attended unadvertifed Work,

as can do that which fhould be advertifed ? How-
ever; an A& for advertifing is paft, and this was

the only Expedient that wife Body could think of"

to prevent the fquandring of the publick Money 3
and yet now thefe very Men condemn their own
A&, and ftill pradife and contend for the very Cor-

- ruptions it was enacted to prevent. In Breach of
“this A&, for Brevity’s Sake, 1 fhall only mention

is

the following Inftances; wviz. tho’ Mr. 4

‘not, yet he is employ’d as City Mafon, and there~

tore ought not to be fo, without Advertifement, in
any Work exceeding 20/. In the following Works
however, he has been employed contrary to the A¢t,

One Bill, dated Oéober 15. 1733. for Stone-Steps
in Moor-fields, amounting to 48/.2 5. 5d. ~ Nov. 19.
1733. Mafon’s Work done at the Seffions-boufe, 591,
25.9d. & Feb. 9. and 19. 1733. for CoppingWork.
in Moor-fields, 211, 145. 7d. Sep. 10..1734. for Ma-
fon’s Work at. Aldgate Poftern, 30l 15s. gd.
Fuly 20. 1734. Mafon’sWork at Bifbep’s-gate, to {up-
port the Building that had been done by Contraét,
160/. 8 5. 9d. Hereby the Mafon was paid- an ad-
ditional Expence for Work to fupport his own tot-
tering ill Performance. For Work likewife done
without advertifing at Newgate, which will amount
to above 200/. For Black-friars Piazza, %41
For Fleet-ditch Channel, 63/. For Lamb’s Conduit,
487, But it is endlefs to enumerate Cafes of this Na-

ture, which fhew as little Regard to their own Aéts, -

as.their Fellow-Citizens Purfes. ,
The

R AR

The ACt before-cited fays, hat if it fo bappens
that there fball be immediate Occafion for any Work to be
done, or Commodity bought, for or upon the Account of
#be City or Bridge-Houfe, ‘and_that the Value of fuch

Work or Commodity, upon & Juft Eftimate made theresf,

Joall not exceed the Sum of Twenty Pounds, that in fuch
Cafe the faid Committee fhall employ the Perfon whofe
Propofal was laft accepted and approved—Now to the
End that Artificers may engrofs all Work to them-
felves, fill their own Coffers, and thofe of their Em-
ployets at the City’s Expence, they have Craft and
Finefle of a very egregious and commendableNature.
‘That no Artificer may underbid them, and break
in upon their Monopoly, they have FAR THING
ConrTracTs,&e. which keep the Work in their
‘own Hands, and exclude all others. For it is com-
mon to contraét for a Réd of Brick Work for a

- Farthing per Rod, and Mafon’s Work of Coping

for 74. § that is' worth 30s. which abfolutely evades
‘the Purport of the A&, and defeats the good End
therein aimed at; whereby the City continues to be
‘plundered as much as before ever this A& was made.
"When thefe unheard of Evafions and Prevaricati-
ons have been cenfured, the Promoters of them
have had the Confidence, publickly to declare in

their Juftification of thefe Enormities, that'it wasa

common Trick in Trade, for Tradefmen at firft to
fell a Commodity under Price, in order to takea
Cultomer in largely afterwards; and this very Rea-

foning was urged, Gentlemen, among the prefent .

Common-Council in Support of FArRTHING

CoNTRACTS, in order afterwards to gull the

City out of immenfe Sums for. their private Gain.
Thefe, my Fellow-Citizens, are the Men, who at.
prefent bear Rule in the City of London! Thefe are

Fropeiticts whe one Day make: Laws,. and. the

next

e A e e e o A =

- the upright Patriots, who' are the Guardians of
Citizen’s Purfes, and Prefervers of their Rightsand
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.. How thefe People are linked together in their Pa-
triotifm, appears ftill further from the following In-

[ 18 ]

next violate *em themfelves for the Honour and In-

tereft of the City! B,
T'hough what I have already urged is more than

fufficient to difplay the Characters of thefe Gentle-

men in their true Colours, and to excite you to treat

them at the enfuing Ele&tion with the utmoft Re-
{entment and Indignation ; yet pleafe to indulge me
Ina few Cafes more, and I fhall draw towards a

Trances likewife. The Stairs at Black. friars being

but 15 Feet wide of Stone, as was urged, it was

found neceffary for the Intereft of thofe who were

_to undertake the Work, to increafe their Width
_to 40 Feet; and it was the Opinion of the Com-

mittee then on the Spot, that they fhould be all of
Stone.

an Order .was made’ by the Committee of City-
Lands, that a new Pair of Oak Stairs thould be

‘erected at Black-friars, adjoining to the Stone-Stairs,
‘whereby to make the wholeWidth 40 Feet from Eaft
toWeft; and alfo that four new Piles thould be added
to the prefent Number., * Nor would Stone to Stone

have only been more confiftent, but far lefs: expen-
five to the City. But how thockingly ridiculous

"1t muft be thus to add Wood-Stairs to Stone ones, is

eafier conceived than reprefented. As thofe Gentle-
men have {pared no Pains to make themfelves con-

- temptible, I hope you, my Countrymen, will crown
 their Labours, and make them for'ever fo in the City

 of London, by excluding them from that Power they
_ have proftituted to the moft ignoble Purpofes.

~ The Outfide of Guild- Hall wanting to be ftucco’d,

 the City-Plaifterer gave in his Propofals for the fame,
- exclufive of feaffolding, being told by a cértain dita-
torial ‘Deputy, That he thould provide feaffolding

for

This by no Means fuiting the Intereft of the
City-Carpenter, he very learnedly argued, that Stone
~was flippery ; and by this diftinguifhed “Addrefs,

for the Execution of his own Work, for the Com-
mittee would have nothing to do with the Carpenter
in this Affair, " But private Application being made

"to this important Gentleman, by the City-Carpenter,’
- he gracioufly changed Sentiment, and the very next

Commitree afterwards iffued his Mandate in Favour
of the City-Carpenter. ‘Thus does private Intereft
prevail among the whole Fraternity ; and thus do
they play into each other’s' Hands, only to enrich
themfelves by that Power you have invefted themj
with for other Purpofes. - A
- Nor is this only the Cafe in thefe particular In-
ftances impartially laid before yous it is the Cafe
likewife with refpect to all other Artificers; which I
could eafily thew, would it not fwell thefe Papers.to
a greater Bulk than you’ll either care to'read, or I
to write. ‘Isnot this the Cafe with the Land-Car-
penter of the Bridge-Houfe, the Water- Carpenter; the
Bridge- Houfe Mafon, the ‘Bridge- Houfe Bricklayer, the
City- Plaifterer, the Bridge-Houfe Plaifterer, the ‘City-
Plumber, the - Bridge- Houfe- Plumber, the City and
Bridge- Houfe Painter, the Ciry-Printer, the City and
Bridge-Houfe ' Glazier, jth’e“"Cz'ly'-SMZ‘z'o‘ner, ‘the Cily-
Smith, the Bridge-Houfe Smith, the City-Founder, the
City and -Bridge- Houfe Purveyor 2 Under each of thefe
Particulars could T entertain you, with very extra-
ordinary Scenes of the moft laudable (Economy of
your publick Treafure; of large Sums paid with-
out Vouchers, as the Committee before cited loudly
complained of, and the ftrongeft Attachment to
private Intereft in Oppofition to that of the publick.
- This Mifmanagement of our City Affairs in gene-
ral, naturally furnithes us with a Key to the late un-
accountable Conduét of the fame Gentlemen, with
regard to the ereting of a Manfion- Houfe for
the chief Magiftrate.” For throughout the whole of
this Matter, ’tis impoffible to believe, that either

the Honour or Intereft of the City was apy Motive
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to this Undertaking. Did not the private Intereft of

a few determine the very Place, in order to procure.
the Demolition. of Stocks-Market, and, in Confe-
quence thereof, to ere that of Fleer- Diteh? Could
any think but the private Intereft of Carpenters,
Bricklayers, and Mafons, and the fecret Intereft here-

in of the Patriot Advocates, account for the Strug-

gles that have been made to fcreen the moft glaring

Extravagance of the City Money, by endeavouring

to beftow the Work on thofe who fhould demand

the moft for executing it? What but private Intereft

could induce this Work to'be given to {uch. only,
who had gain’d little Reputation in City Works
before? Could it be fuppos’d, that they who had a-
bufed their refpective Trufts, in the Cafes before at
large reprefented, fhould, in this Undertaking, re-
trieve their Characters? Is it not reafonable to be-
lieve, that the fame mercenary Principles that have
hitherto prevail’d, would do fo likewife in the Build-
ing of this fately Edifice? And therefore,” what
an exquifite Piece of Building this City would have
been honoured with, is no. Difficulty to conceive,
Had the Honour and Intereft of the City. any Share
in the unheard-of T'ricks and Artifices to evade the
Intent of the A&, which enjoins publick Advertife-
ment, in order that the loweft Propofers thould only
be employ’d ? Would it not have been to the eternal
Difhonour and Contempt of the City and Magiftracy

of - London, to have fuffer’d fuch arbitrary and ille-

gal Pratices to have pafs’d unoppofed and uncon-
trouled? :What a pitiful Infinuation is that of our

modeft Enquirer, to fay, that Oppofition to fuch -

iniquitous Meafures would difturb the Peace of the
City ? Is it better that the City fhould be plunder’d

in the manner it hasbeen, than that the Peace of its .

Plunderers fhould be difturb’d; and the City right-
. ed? With what Contempt and Laughter would fuch
Reafoning be treated in the City, was it urg’d in

o | : Favour

i

[20]

Eavour of Courts, Minifters, and Parliaments 2.
When thefe Men talk of the Peace and Honour of
the City, they mean thofe of their darling felves -
Their Conduét is not to ‘be controul’d, left, truly,
their Peace be difturb’d, and their Honour queftion-
ed! What an Infult is this, Gentlemen, to ‘your
common Senfe and Underftanding ? Was it 1ot - tey
the Honour of the Aldermen, who.paid no Regard
to the Peace and.and Quiet of thofe who aim’d g¢
uncontroulable Pillage and Profufion? Is it not to
the Honour of the City, that fuch. Meafures have
not prevail’d without Oppofition. from that honour-
able Court? Was not fuch a refolute Condu@ likely
to terminate véry - much to the Intereft, as well ag
Honour of the City, by bringing fuch Manage-
ment to Light? ‘Did not Prudence, - Juftice and E:
quity, require that an abfolute Stop fhould be put
to fuch infamous Proceedings? Was.not this Nega:
tive.of the Court of Aldermen the only' Way where-
by Juttige could be done to the City, and to Meff,
Dun and Deval, who are illegally. depriv’d of  their
juft Right? For if this Oppofition fhould happily
produce a Change of -Hands, ' may not.the Manfion-

Houfeftill go on,and a final End be put to all Difputes

‘between the Mayor, - Aldermen,. and Commoners of

the City, confiftent with the A&t for that Purpofe ?
Does Oppofition to bad Meafures tend to perpetuate
Differences between .the :diftin& governing Powers,
as our jefuitical Enguirer very wifely argues? 'Is not

fuch Oppofition rather likely to put an” happy End .

- to all wicked,. arbitrary, and.illegal Proceedings,

and perpetuate a good Underftanding, Union,  and

- Harmony between the Aldermen and Commoners,

for the real Honour and Intereft of the City# Our
modeft Enquirer allows, that the Juft and prudentUfe
of the Negative Voice of the Aldermen, is to con-

" troul the Abufe of the Power of the;.Common-Coun,.

€il. - 'Will this Scribler have the Cenfidence to fay,
B - that
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that in the very Cafe before us, the Commoners have
not abufed their Power ? Have they not attempted

to carry a Point injurious to the Rights of their Fel-
low-Citizens, by endeavouring to deprive all others,

but their own Creatures, from having ‘any Chance’

for the Building of the intended Edifice? How can
thefe Men ever anfwer this to you, their Ele@ors?
This learned ‘Advocate of theirs further argues, that
Preference ought to be given to Horfirail and Comp.

becaufe, as they would have had more Money for .
. doing the Work, fo they would have perform’d it
betterthan the other Propofers.” Do the preceding .

Cafes prove, that the more Money is given for City-
Work, the better! it is perform’d? - Do not thefe
Falts ftare this Writerin the Face; and confront his
low Hifinuations  upon' this Head? *Was not - the
Work of Mefl: Dun and Deval fubje® to the fame
Infpection as ‘that'of Horfiil and Comp. ? Was it
not impoffible the loweft Propofer . thould flight his
Work, unlefs- the Surveyor ‘thould negle&t his Duy-
ty? ‘For are not the Articles fo -ftric, that, with-
out fuch Connivance, no Fraud or Corruption of
that Kind is prafticable ; the Nature and Subftance
of ‘every fingle Stone being ‘particularly fpecified,
and the Execution of every Part of the whole Work
very minutely defcribed? NoVents, no Spaultsare to
be fuffer’d; the Work is to be rubb’d perfedtly true,

and not one Tool Stroke is to appear” throughout

the whole. = If ah‘y- Moulding Is ftrangled, or ill
wrought, that Stone is not to be made Ufe of by the
Articles, Befidés, one Piece of every Kind ‘of Car-

virg, fuch as Capitals, Feftoons, €z, is to be exe-
cuted in the moft exquifite Manner, and to the per-

fe&t Satisfa@tion of the Surveyor; ‘and when ke hath

apptoved of fuch Pieces of ‘Workmanthip , ‘they

were to be for Models and Patterns for all the re-

maining Pieces of Carving refpectively. In thore, -
~ the Atticles are fo clear, fo ftrong, and fo compre-
T

henfive,

| [ 23 ;;] | |
henfive, ‘that the Surveyor muft be thamefully. neg-
ligent of his Duty, if any Fraud thould be commit-
ted : the Mafon cannot go on fo faft, but that he
may fee every particular Stone, which fhall be fet in
the Building. If the loweft Propofer was thus ty’d
down to thefe Articles, how bafe and dithonourable
are all Suggeftions of our'modeft Enguirer with Re-

gard to the ill Execution of the Work ?

It cannot be fuppofed that the Commoné(?ol’xfxicii,

as fuch, are Judges of the Worth of the Mafon’s

Work ; and therefore ought they not to be deter-
min’d by the Propofals deliver’d them? That the

‘Sum of the lowelt Propofer was a reafonable Sum,
‘appears from Mefl. Horfenail and Comp., after the

opening of the Propofals, offering a Chimney-Piece
of 250/. Value, in order by this clandeftine Ma-
nagement to come under Mefl. Dun and Deval. *Tis

ridiculous, therefore, to fuppofe that three Gentle-

men of fuch allow’d Abilities, would venture upon

~a Matter of fo. much Importance, without mature

Deliberation, and a thorough Knowledge of what

-they were about: ‘And certainly it is not lefs abfurd

to imagine, that they would engage in fuch an Af.

fair without Profit 5 and to fuppofe they would be
. guilty of any unwarrantable Practices in the Execu-

tion of the Work, in order to make it fquare with

-their Price, s déﬁfqying all that hath been faid of
“their Honour and Probity. - : ;

' Was the faving to the-City, bjth.e Oppofition,
fo inconfiderable as. the Enguirer makes it, the con-

. trary of which will be made appear ; yer would it
- not have been. fuffering an ill Precedent, had fuch
- Meafures pafs’d uncontroul’d, that might in future’
“have prov’d very deftructive of the City Treafure?
For what is the End of permitting Competitors for
the Work, but to manifeft a Jaudable Frugality in

the Management of the City Affairs, the Neceflity

_of which appears beyond Difpute? And if the only
- . | : - Cri-
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‘Criterion wheteby the Competition can be decided, is
‘the loweft Propofition made 3 and yet this is not to
take place, but fill the higheft Propofer muft be
favour’d, contrary to the very End and Defign of
all Competition whatever 5 with what View can fuch

Meafures be upheld, but for ever after to prevent

all Rivalthip and Competition, and confequently to
ran into the'moft abominable Scenes of Corruption,
and Mifmanagement of the publick Money? And
this indeed appears to be the only Motive for your
honourable Reprefentatives arbitrarily to attempt a
‘barefac’d Evafion of the Defign of their own A&,
by defeating the very End of all publick adverti-
fing. But as this A& was not enacted without the
“Confent of the Aldermen, have not they who had an
Hand in making of the A&, a Right to fupport it,
and prevent the Violation of their own Aét, when,
to anfwer private Ends, the Commons would ufurp
a Power to difpenfe with their own Laws? Did not

‘the Aldermen therefore, in this Cafe, make as juft
and prudent'a Ufe of their negative Voice, as in

any of the other Inftances the Enguirer mentions?

ut thefe Reprefentatives of yours, as their Advo-
cate untuckily confeffes, are under terrible Appre-
henfions, that next they thall be controul’d in the

~Choice of their Committees.* Does this becray any

Concern for the Honour and Intereft of the City?
It only betrays the Dread thefe Men are under, left

that Power, which has check’d them in fome Scenes -

of Corruption, fhould extend itfelf to others. And
if you, my Fellow-Citizens, will not put an End to
their Iniquities, by turning them quite out of their
Power, I doubt not but thofe Worthies, who have_
ftruck a Panick to them already, will exert them-
felves to the utmott of their legal Authority, that
they fhall not dare to trample upon the Laws of
the City, and deftroy its Conttitution to enrich

' | | them-
* Modeft Enguiry, p. 29.

[ 25]
themfelves and Families at the City’s Experice,
What Regard have thefe Men fhew’d to their own
A&s, by hiring an Hackney-Scribbler + to write
againt publick advertifing atall? Buc the whole of
‘this Manfien-Houfe Affair has been fet in fo juft and
ftrong a Light by a Gentleman, ‘who lately diftin-
guith’d himfelf in Behalf of the City in"the Daily
Advertifer 5 and who I wifh had oblig’d us, as he
promis’d, ‘with what I have undertaken, that the
Revival of thefe Pieces, addrefs’d to a Member of
sbe Commistbe, will give you a full Idea of the Mea-

fures that have been taken upon this Occafion. For

as thefe Letters remain unanfwer’d, your frefh Pe-
rufal of them will enable you to judge, whether any
Injury was done to the Charaters of thofe who a-
‘betted thefe late Proceedings, notwithftanding the
Epithet of a malicious Libeller, that the modeff En-
guirer beltows on their Author. '

To a Member of »tée;Cammitteefor Building a Md}gﬁqza,

\ Hoyge. |

§ IR, N B |

\ S you are the moft diftinguithed Perfonage of all
A thofe Worthies who have been appoidted to cons
duct the Manfion-Houfe Affair; and as it may reafon-
ably Qbe,pre«fumed, that nio Step has b‘een ‘ta‘k’en_ t‘here_:7
in without your Concurrence and Approbation, if
not by your immediate Prefcription, you will hard-
ly think it extraordinary, that any Athln'gupon this
Subje fhould be addrefled to you: Nay, to whom_
can we more confiftently direct what concerns the Li-"
berties of the Subjet, and the juft Management and
Application of the publick Treafure, than to him
who has fo confpicuoufly proved himfelf an Advocate
for both?

But Iam forry to fay, that yout Conduét in this .
Degree of Power, has given the World Reafon to

doubt the Uprightne(s and Sincerity of your Patri-
otifm in general: For of what Kind of Principles
b Vide White-ball Evening-Poff. D mufk
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muft a Gentleman be, who can loudly declaim for
the Liberty of the Prefs in Nationz_il Mattcrs,' and _ ﬁ
_yetnotorioufly attempt to deftroy it in the Affairs of ‘
a Corporation only? Why otherwife did you coun-
tenance and encourage fuch arbitrary Proceedings ;
againft the Printer and Publifher of the Lift, which .
‘only contained the Names of thofe Gentlemen who !
voted for the higheft Propofer? This glaring Repug-
nancy of Principles in Power and out pf 1t, muft
“make every Man of common Underftanding believe,
that you have beenactuated in your publick Conduct
by other Motives than what have been pretended 3
and that the popular Voice has been more the Aim
of your Patriotifm than the publick Interefts.

This Rigour and Severity, attempted to be exer-
cifed towards the Printer and Publither of the Lift,
) have given the World, Iaffure you, juft Reafon to
fufpet, that thefe Meafures were not taken merely
againft fuch an inoffenfive Matter, but to deter and
intimidate others from prefuming to make any fur-
ther Enquiry into the Merits of this Manfion- Houfe
~ .Affair, whichis become the Topick of all Conver-
fations. But, Sir, if your Conduét herein has been
~ juftifiable, Why was fucha general Panick excited
at the firft Appearance of a Scrutiny? If it will not
ftand the Teft of a decent Examination, Is it not
the Intereft of the City that it thould by no Means
pafs unexamined ? :

The true Friends to Liberty, among whom I am
afraid your Fellow-Citizens will hardly rank you in
future, profefs, that as Men in Power deferve Pu-
nithment for the Abufe of it, fo are their falfe Ac-
cufers and Defamers juftly entitled to no better Fate,
But wherein do the Falthood and Defamation of this
harmlefs Lift confift, that fo much Rage and Inve-
teracy have been pointed at it? Is it fcandalous,
falfe, and malicious, as was fuggefted by another

_Gentleman of the Committee, to exhibit to publick
View, the Names of thofe memorable Patriots, who
= o ~ thought

~ Mgy

thought it moft confiftent with the QEconomy of the
publick Money, to give 1%7;200/. for the Mafon-
ry Work - of the defigned Edifice, rather than
16,975 /. for the fame Work ? Inftead of its being
fcandalous and unjuftifiable to particularize the
Names of thefe City Worthies, I am afraid, §ir, -
their Actions in this Affair will not be thought o-
therwife by the good Citizens of London; for A&i-
ons are more fignificant than Words; and, indeed,
- I with the extraordinary Condu of fome City-Ma-
nagers may not be beyond the Power of Words to-
do Juftice to their Charaéters. ‘ v

It was not the mere Colletion, it feems, of thefe
Gentlemen’s Names together, that has given fuch
mighty Offence, but their being thus publickly di-
ftinguithed by their refpetive Titles and Honours,
is what has put youand your Friends, Iam apt to
think, out of Temper. More ftrange this truly!.
that Gentlemen fhould take the greateft Pains to ob-
tain Honours, and be athamed afterwards to be di-
ftinguithed by them. Thefe Titles only fhew the
good Harmony and Underftanding that cement that.
illuftrious Body together. And what a glorious
Sight is it to behold fuch an auguft ‘Affembly moft
chriltianly united in the Bond of——, for the Ho-
nour, Glory, and Profperity of the Corporation of.
London? '

This Generofity towards your Adherents and Ex-.
tollersof yourPatriotifin, fhews(the World fays)a pre-
determined Refolution who was to relifh the Advan-
tages of your publick Spirit at the Expence of the
City. If fuch a Refolution was taken in your pri:
vate Cabals, Whatan egregious Impofition upon the
common Senfe of your Fellow Citizens, was the Pre-
tence of an Advertifement, to beftow the Underta-
king on the loweft Propofer? Such Condu&, it is
faid, favours as little of impartial Juftice towards
the Citizen-Propofers, as Equity in the Difpofal-

Do " and
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and Management of the publick Treafure; for if-

the Perfons who fhould be the Undertakers,
were abfolutely pitched wupon before the Advertife-
ment, were not all other Propofers neceffarily
excluded from any Profpect of Succefs, had the
Saving to the City been much more extraordina-
ry than it is? Isnot this likewife in effet excluding
all other Citizens from their Right to propofe as well
as the Favourites of your Fun&0? But other Propo-
fers might not have it in their Power to retaliate the
Obligation in the Way of the City Affairs, which
prove to be moft harmonioufly concerted ; and there-
fore it might be wife and expedient the City Mo-

-ney thould be gracioufly fquandered, to uphold that

good Underftanding which fubfifts among the Gen-
tlemen of the various C—
effeCtually to fupport each other in their futy res—
for the Glory, Honour, and Profperity of the City.
- That from the whole of the Proceedings it appears,
their chief Aim was to obtain full Powers to be-
ftow the Work upon their own Creatures, without
advertifing at all, will not be queftioned by any one
who has attended to their Conduét. Was not a
Manfion- Houfe, without advertifing, the conftant Toaft
of the City-Rulers? Did not a diftinguithed A~—n
totion, That full Power might be granted to the Com.-
mittee 1o contralt with fuch Ariificers as they foould
think qualified to compleat the Manfion-Houfe? And did
not this neceflarily exclude all advertifing? Wasnot

this extraordinary Motion repeated twice by Order

of a certain Gentleman, you are not quitea Stran-

ger to? With what View could this be, was it not

intended to have the Sanction of the Court? Nay,
was not this even exprefly declared by another im-
portant As——-n, when he unwarily faid, upon
the Court’s ordering the Work to be advertifed,
That the Artificers, intended todp the Work, were al-
Feady acquainted with it 5 and that therefore a Fort~

’ 2 ' nighg

~S, 1n order the more

s
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night was a fufficient Time for them tod
refpective Propofals 5 which was the Point that oc.
cafioned his making this unlucky Difcovery,

If then, Sir, it will not be denied, that ever
Meafure has been taken to beftow the whole Worl};
upon fuch Artificers as you and your Friends thould
fix upon, without advertifing at all
wife any Sum of Money, they fthou]
ed. 1}(});’ the fame, to have been as r
with? For if no Advertifement was: to have been
fuffered, the defigned Undertakers coulil b;f;;
have been oppofed ; apd confequ
Sum they had the Confcience to have afked,
be fuppofed that you and your Fel]
would have ferupled to have given?
uncontroulable Profufion the great End that wag at-
tempted by our City Economifts, by endeavourip
to grafp at unlimited Power, to give the Work to
whom they pleafed, and generoully to oblige theijr
own Devotees with what Money they in their great
Goodnefs and Beneficence to the City thould think

eadily complied

1s it to
OW-patriots

~ Proper to demand, in order the better hereafter to

enable them to retaliate the Obl; ation to their boyp..
tiful Benefactors? Whether fu i iy

) ) ch Meafures are cop-
fiftent with the wife and cquitable Management of

the Property of my Fellow-Citizens ; and whether
they tend to eafe the Burthen of their City Taxes,

future Animadverfiong s

ftanding the utmoft Art, Induftry and Power have

been ufed to ftifle and fupprefs every thing of thig
Nature,

70 a Member of the Manfion-boufz Committee,
S IR, o I

THERE are various Conjettures with Regardl

- ** toyaur Silence, in making no Reply to what

has

raw up their

5 Was not like.
d have demand.

ently, whatever

Was not this
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has been addreffed to you concerning your late ex-- -

traordinary Conduc¢t, which has drawn upon you
the Eyes of the Publick. Some are of Opinion, that
you thereby difcover no finall Prudence and Difcern-
ment, left Oppofition to thofe glaring Truths
thould occafion fuch a Rejoinder, as would keep

alive that Spirit of Refentment and Deteftation in my

Fellow-Citizens, that has been {o jultly raifed againit
thofe who have countenanced and encouraged fuch a-
fhameful and unjuftifiable Procedure. Others are
of different Sentiments, and fuggeft, that you are
Pleafed to treat this Enquiry with the utmoft Con-
tempt and Defiance, and its Abettors with the great-
eft Scorn and Derifion. Butlam rather inclinable
to believe the former Opinion ; that you and your
Brethren dread the Confequence of this Examina-
tion, and therefore wifely judge Moderation and
Forbearance more likely to fupprefs it, than Sophi-
ftry, Virulence and Inveltive. For what other
Artillery can be played againft Truth and the pub-
lick Interefts?

However cool and indifferent you may be about
the publick Oppofition, to what has hitherto been
laid before the World, yet it feems, you are pri-
vately very induftrious in propagating, that you was
attually for the loweft Propofer ; and therefore you
would infinuate, that you are juftly entitled to have
your Name expunged from the Catalogue of Of-

fenders. Nobody will difpute but at the firft Con-

fideration of this Affair, you did declare yourfelf in
Favour of the loweft Undertaker, and indeed obli-
ged the Court with very good Reafons for fo doing ;
but did you not afterwards change Sentiment? Did
you not fly in the Face of your own avowed Princi-
ples, and join with thofe who {pared no Art or En-
deavour, to perfect the Agreement in Behalf of the
higheft Propofer? Had you been firft for the high-
eft, repented of your evil Doings, and perfevered

‘ in
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in Truth to the End, your Name had never
ed amidft the Unrighteous - But to enter isg)peg]re
Paths of Truth at firlt, abandon them, and pérﬁﬂ;
In your bad Ways to the laft, can never entitle you
not even in the Opinion of the moft Orthodox.
whom of Jate you fo greatly carefs and fawn upon’
to have your Name obljterated from the Lift of the
ncouragers and Partizang of Iniquity.
The only Reafon you gave for this Inconﬁf’cency
of Conduét was, as you were pleafed to expreTs it,

Jor the fake of Pegce and that the good Work of build-

g a Manfion-boufe might go on.  1s not this a public]
C(r)nfe{ﬁon of the very thing you in privatg deny;~
Was it not intended, by this Alteration of your
Principles, that the good Work fhould peaceably
80 on for the higheft Propofers? Butlamata Lofs
T0 concelve how your being for the loweft would
have ‘broke the Peace of the City? Is not this the
‘fev'ereﬁ Reﬁ«;é‘tion that you could caft upon your
Friends, by infinuating that a reftlefs and turbuleng
Spirit is too natural to them, if their exorbitant Cra-

vings are not amply gatified ? Were you afrajd that

- the good Work would have been fet afide by their

tumultuous Outrages, that you exprefled yourfelf
diffident whether it would go on or no, if certain
Gentlemen had not the doing of it? Moft arbitrar
Proceeding truly | What I ¢ our. own Creature};
have not th.e doing of the Work, and that at their
own exorbitant Price too, it fhall not be done at alll
Sure your Fellow-Citizens wil] never forget fuch
over-bearing, oppreflive, and unprecedented Mea-
fur(?s; fuch an Infult to thejr Unde\rﬁandinosv and
fo lictle Regard to their Rights and their Purfes,
Fearful of the Conf; quences of fuch fhameful and

_unjuftifiable Management of the publick Money,

various Colourings and Artifices have been contrived
to glofs it over, and conceal it from the vulgar Eye.
Among all ‘the Craft and Dexterity of this Kind,
C L : there

ST
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there is none that exceeds thofe popular Infinuatiotis,
T hat the loweftPropofers had depreciated theWork ;
and were, indeed, by no Means equal to the Under-
taking. To what mean and fcandalous Subterfuges
are Men driven to {upport a bad Caufe? To cen-
front this groundlefs Suggeftion, Ineed only quote
what has proceeded from the very fame Mouth that
made it: I mean the difhonourable Attempt that was

imade to wreft the Work from the loweft Underta-

kers, by the Propofition of prefenting the City

with a Chimney-Piece to the -intended Manfion=

houfe of the Value -of 250/. Had the Work been
depreciated, how could this Propofition have been
honourably complied with? Had the higheft Pro-
pofer no Competitors, which you are teo fenfible
has been the great Aim of the Committee, would
not the City have been egregioufly plunder’d of
219517 Who were to participate of thefe unrigh-
teous Gains at the Expence of :my Fellow-Citizens
of London, 1am not at Liberty to furmife. = Certain
- however it is, that there is'a moft extraordinary

good Underftanding between our City Rulers; and

doubtlefs this round Sum was to be applied to the
Support of the good old Caufe. Was it not the In-
tegrity and Honour of the loweft, that broughe
down the Exorbitancy of the higheft, from 19,170/
t0 16,975/ 2 Now let the impartial Publick judge,
who made a juft Eftimate of the Work, and who
fhamefully over-rated it, and attempted in the Face
of the Sun, to prevent meeting with any Oppofi-
tion herein. |

What ftill renders this depreciating Infinuation
the more infamous is, the difhonourable Attempt

thereby made to ruin the Chara&ers of the other
Artificers, in order to raife thofe of the Gentlemen,
who wete intended to have the Job. Was I difpe-
fed to draw Parallels, which I believe fome People
would not be very fond of, it might eafily be made

appears

I

appeat, that the Charalers for able and exoes
rienced Workmen, are as defervedly due “t: fheelxo%e# -
et 4s to the higheft Propofers. I am afraid your
Friends, however big they may talk over their
Cup§, “would not make the greateft Quantity of
publick Works; and thefe executed with the great-
eft Reputation, the Touchftone whereby to deter-
mine the Merits of the Parties in this Refpect. Nay, -
have not both the contending Parties been cngagec; |

in Partnerthip, in Under‘tak‘ings of far greater Im- o

portance than the Building of this Manfion-houf ?
I never heard of any Accident, or Difreputation at- .
tending the Work of Mefl. Dunn and Deval: 1 have
heard, ‘indeed, of Workmanthip being propofed to
be done for Iefs than 7001, which has frood the City
in above doublc the Sum, on Account of the jli Per-

formance of it But as'to the Work of our City |
Artificers, and theVariety of genteel Ways that you,

and your Admirers have long taken to oblize them
outof the Treafure of the City, fhall be taken No- -
tice of hereafter: It is fufficient for my prefent Pyr.
pofe to ot;ferye, that all Reflections and Infinuati-
ons. queﬁ‘lor}_‘mg the Abilities and  Integrity for
Workmanthip of the Under-Propofers, are withour
Foundation, and only calculated to ferve a ‘Turn

And therefore, asyou are a Member of the Com-
mittee, as you are a Gentleman of the greateft
Weight and Influence in the Committee 5 and as you
are a Magiftrate, your Fellow-Citizens might juftly

expect, that you, in a more particular Manner,
thould have difcountenanced every thing that look‘;

with the Face of Dithonour or Injuftice; And cer-
tamly,_ whatever you may think to the contrary

you will never be able to perfuade the World that

it 1s either honourable or juft to deprive the l,oweﬂ:

Propofer of his Right to the defigned Work, or
the City of their publick Treafure, by giving the

Work to the higheft Propofer.
E The v
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‘The Oppofition, Sir, permit me _to fay, have
fteer’d by other Kind of Principles; ’ds true, they
have oppofed thefe Proceedings, as you were plea-
fed to fay, Step by Steps but not for Oppofition
Sake, -not to thew how prettily they could declaim
and fatyrize, or mimick the God-like Patriot, with
a View only to Power and Popularity: No, they
oppofed out of no Malignity to your Perfon, but
Contempt to your arbitrary Meafures ; not to di-
fturb the Peace of the City, ‘but out of Regard to
perfonal Juftice, and Parfimony of the publick Mo-
ney 3 not to fill their private Coffers, butto prevent
thofe of the City being unjufily emptied, and our
Fellow- Citizens bubbled, duped, and impofed on,
by a Combination of any Perfons whatfoever. So
far have the Oppofition been from attempting to pre-
vent this good Work going forward, that you can-

not forget they propofed the moft reconciling Mea-

fures; they propofed to put an End to thefe Dif-
putes, by giving the Work equally between both
the Propofers; but not for the higheft, ‘but the
lIoweft Sum, for which the Work was offered to be
undertaken.  But this, you know, was treated with
the higheft Contempt, by thofe who have too long,
perhaps, found their Account in fuch Kind of Jobbs,
Is it not proper therefore, that the Publick thould
know how the City is govern’d, that they may fhew
their juft Refentment and Deteftation of fuch Pro-
ceedings? - ' - o

How inconfiftent this Conduc is with the Oath of

our Common-Council, will appear by the Copy
thereof, which I beg Leave likewife to lay before
you. | | :

The OaTr of 4 Common-CouNcrIL-M AN,

Y E fhall fwear that you fhall be true to our Sove.-
+ reign Lord the King that now is, and to his
g ‘ - Heirs,
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Heirs, and Succeffors, Kings of Egzglqnz?, and rea-

dily ye fhall come, when ye fhall be fummoned to

the Common-Council of this City, butifye berea-

fonably excufed ; and good and true Counfel ye fhall

give in all Things touching the Commonwealth of

this City, after your Wit and Cunning : And that
Jor Favour of any Perfan, ye fball maintain no JSingular
Profit againft’ the common Profit of this City: And af-
ter that ye be come to the Common-Council, you
fhall not thence depart until the Common-Council be
ended, without reafonable’ Caufe, or elfe by the
Lord-Mayor’s Licenfe. = And alfo any Secret
Things that be fpoken or faid in Common-Council,
which ought 1o be kept fecret, and in no wife you fhall
difclofe, as God you help. L -
Having now, my Fellow-Citizens, impartially laid be-
fore you, the general Mif-management of the Money
Affairs of your City 5 and this from a Series of incon-
teftable Facts, not by general Declamation and perfo-
nal Inve&ive and Scurrility, it is to be hoped, you will

at the enfuing Ele&tion fhew yourfelves Englifbmen, .

and no way. Abettors of the Caufe of thofe who have
thus mal-treated you. It isan Infult to your common
Senfe and Underftanding, to fuppofe “that you can
think thefe Men fit to be entrufted again with the’
Care and Difpofal of your Properties, when they
have fo difhonourably abufed that Truft you have,
repofed in them. Men who will thus act in the par~

ticular Inftances laid before you, will they not have

the fame Self-interefted Point in View throughout
the whole of their Meafures? Canyou be fo credu-

Jous as to think, that whenever fuch Men pretend

the Honour and Intereft of the City, they do not
always mean that of their dear Selves? Can you
imagine that Perfons of thofe felfith Principles, do
not make a-Penny of every Place in their Difpofal2
Does not the Lif, which has given them fuch Difs

guft, thew how craftify they fupport each other in
' E 2

their
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their divers Committees; the better to uphold and

 earich their Patriot-Junto? Have they not multi.

ply’d Commistees, merely to -augment their common
Power and Intereft, the more cffectually to pillage
the Metropolis, run the City into Debt, and confe-
quently in Time to increafe the heavy Burthen of
your City Taxes? Can you ever forget how thefe
Gentlemen projected only in the fimple Article of
Lamp-lighting, above Two Thoufand Pounds per
Annum into their own Pockets; as appears by Mr,
Mar/bals Eftimate thereof,

- long fupported themfelves in their Oppreffion, by

 The Office of a Common-Council- Man of this Me-

greatly eafing the Expence of fome popular #ards
i the City, in order to lay heavier ‘Taxes upon o-
thers; and in this flagrant Manner have they not,
as it were, bribed their .Ee[low-Cz'lz'zem_ with their

own Money? =~

¢ropolis is not below a Citizen of the greateft Wealth,
Honour and Integrity ; and fuch who are of unfpot-
ted Characters among you, it is to be hoped will
offer themfelves as Canditates in Oppofition to this

- all-grafping Set of People, who have brought the

greateft Dithonour upon the Capital of Great-Bri-

#ain.  Such of you, Gentlemen,” who are not difpofed

to ftand yourfelves, permit your Fellow-Citizens ta

- prevail on you, vigoroufly to efpoufe the Caufe of

thofe who will, but of none but fuch whofe Chara-

Cters are without Spot or Blemifh, Change of Mea-

fures is not only of Importance to your immediate

- Properties, but to your Liberties and future Profpe-

rity in general; for thould ever thofe at the Head of
national Affairs, fall in with the Corruption of your
City-Reprefentatives; and they in Conjunétion thould
attempt to deftroy the Liberties of the Prefs, and by

all Arts in their Power, pick your Pockers, and

make fuch Laws, as would impoverifh and humble
the Cicy, will not Pofterity groan under the Miferies
S o which

Have not thefe Men

| [37]

which their Anceftors brought upon them? The
ﬂourilhing State of the ,Cityn of L%ndb;’z, does T,[;h:
great Meafure depend upon the Wifdom and Up-
rightnefs of its Magiftrates and Reprefentatives,
For while they fteddily purfue the publick Interefts

Will they not have greater Weight and Authdrity:

- atcritical Points of Time on the great Reprefenta-

tive Body of “the Nation, when any Thing comes
upon the Tapis, wherein the Honour and Intereft of
the City is concerned? But with what Influence and

- Majefty cana Body of corrupt Reprefentatives, pre~
tend to contend for the common Interefts? If fuch

would really attempt to makea Stand for th :
end Liberties of ouI:' City, Will they not bce Fgg?;f
.fegi_by the Court, the Parliament, and their Fellpzy-
Citizens ? There being Reafon to beljeve that fuch
fpeak only their own partial and depraved Senfe, not
the true and honeft Sentiments of the Citizens. of
London. R - P

The Senfe of the City of Londor; is generally the
Senfe of the whole Nayti‘on; and if itsg vlg‘:pigf)e:ntrg?
tives, who are the Mouth of the City, are notori.
oully proftitute and abandon’d tq the publick Inte.
reft, with what Dignity anlé Solemnity, can they
eccho the Sepfe of their Elettors ? :

>t ¢ ? Be the gene
Adminiftration of the Nation ever fo deteﬁa%]e.a;aé

How can Men who are publick Oppreffors and etty
Tyrants themfelves, be any way inftrumenta] topﬁen};

the Torrent of national Corruption and Mal- Admi-

niftration, thould it ever revail among thof; |
Helm of publick:Aﬂ’airsI?) Ong thole at the

It is not to be doubted, Gentlemen, bue thofe Meén

Who have fo eminently diftinguith’d themfolyes in

the Arts of Corruption, will ftj]] attempt to practife
the fame on your very Perfons, to the End that they
may ftill fupport themfelves, in their Defign againt

youg
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your Properties. But fure my Fellow-Citizens you
will not be fo deaf to your own Welfare, ‘and that of
your Pofterity, as to fuffer yourfelves to be impo-
fed on by the low ‘Arts of Infinuation, Cringing and
Fawning! When thefe Men apply for your Votes
and Intereft, throw their corrupt and dithonourable
Praétices in their Teeth; and fure they cannot have
the Confidence to be importunate. If they give you
repeated Affurances of perfonal Friendfhip and Ser-
vices, can you pay any Regard to the Word of thofe
who appear to have paid none to their Oaths? Af-
fure yourfelves, no Arts will be left untry’d to up-
hold their lucrative Monopoly. Beware of their Sol-
licitations in every Shape, particularly by Letters
from other Perfons of Weight and Dignity, in their
Behalf: Forgery itfelf having been too often pra-
&ifed upon thefe Occafions. The World has fo
good an Opinion of the native Integrity, Honefty,
and plain good Senfe of the Freemen of London, that
nothing can biafs them to run counter to the Ho-"
nour and Intereft of their City, if they are well ap-
prized of its Danger. This I have faithfully taken
the Liberty to do; and this only from a Narrative
of plain Faéts, prefented to you in the plain Drefs
of aCitizen; and I'truft they will have the happy’
Effect thatevery juft and impartial Freeman of this
City muft generoufly and heartily defire. I am,
Gentlemen, upon all fuch Occafions, unafk’d and un-
thank’d, : ‘ : SR

Your Devoted Humble Servant | B
AND

Ferrow-CiTiZzEN.,

ALIST

.‘A .
Seven ALDERMEN

 One Hundrcd and Ten »Co'mj_nllon'ers,‘

Who appeared in Common-Councrr in

- Behalf of the Propofal of Mefl: Townfend,

- Horfenail, and 7. aylor, to do the Mafon’s

- Work of the intended Manfion-Houfe for
17200/,

“In Oppofition to the Propofal of Mefl. Dun
and Dewal, to do the fame Work, with equal

* Security, and fubje to the fame Infpection,
for 16975 /. e

-

Thofe to whofe Names are prefixed the F igﬁl,'e

1 Voted the fecond and feventh of June 1438,
2 Voted the feventh of June only, not being there the fe-
 cond. o | | '
3 Were the fécond of June for Mef]. Duh and Deval’s
Propofal s yet woted the Jeventh of June for
Meff. Townfend, Horfenail, and Taylor’s
Propofals,

- Thofe




Thofe to whofe Names are added the Letter

A dreof the Committee for letting the City's Lands.
B Were of the faid Committee 1737, and went out 1738.
C dre of ihe Commitice for building the Manfion-
houfe. h '
D dre of the Committee for regulating Woodmongers.
E Areof the Committee for the Markets.
F Are of the Commitice for regulating the Watch.
G Adre of the Commitiee for Greftam-College,

H Were of the Commitsee for Gretham-College 1 7 3 7;

and went out 1738.
I Are of the Committee for preventing Jews being free.
K Areof the Commiffioners of Sewers.
L Were this Year chofen Governors of the Work-boufe.,
M Adre of the Socz'e;y to manage Eftates in Ireland. -
N Were of ibe faid Society 1737, and went out 1738.

ALDERMEN,

2 BArberA John Efz; A C1K M. Prefident of
S¢. Bartholomew’s Hyfpital. |

3 Barnard Sir John B C G K.

2 Child Sir Francis ACFHK M. Prefident of
Chrift-Church Hofpital. :

3 Godfcall Sir Robert ACFIK.

3 Lambert Daniel Efg; AFI1K. Prefident of sthe
London #Workboufe. .

2 Marfhall Henry £/7; GIK.

3 Weitley Robert Z/g; A EF K. Treafurer of St,
Bartholomew’s Hofpital, |

| ‘COIH-‘

0 G

L4 ]
COMMONERS.
Aldenfgate. |
| NAR.TJohn ACEK. .
Chowne Edward 1. ‘
Bayley Richard M.
Underwood John F K.

Ballard Samuel KL, . = o |
Parker Robert. AR P SN T

™)

Pl bt bl et ey

Aldgate.
Sandford Thomas ACEK,
Fullagar Chriftopher K.
2 Corderoy Charles E. =

BASSISHAW.
Bz‘llz';zg]g'ale.. o

Parker William B K
2 Jackfon James.

-

B%»o}’s-Galé. N

Lo

at Kingfland.
Cotton Charles.
Davis Daniel K S
Long Thomas M. v
May John G. ‘

BN M ey e

lomew’s-Hofpital: :
2 Poole William H. Candidate to be Bailif of the
Borough of Southwark., S
F 1 Webb

Danfie James ACEF G K .S'Ztrgcjm 2o the Lock

Lee Jacob. Candidate to be Surgeon 1o St. Bartho-

iy etob o gl
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Webb John M,
Roberts Peter.
Fawdrey Robert E,
Wily Henry K.
Benn William A,
Holland John K,
Forty John N.

Breadfireet, |
Lucas Anthony FK N,
| Bridge,

Herbert Cornelius DF.

Kinlefide William A. Candidaté 1o be .dpéfbécﬁj
to Chrift’s-Hofpital,

Barfoot Richard,

Archer Edward B,

BROADSTREET
Candlewick,

Douglas John B L. | |
Thompfon Jofeph K, Czty-Pamter

Caﬁle Zmyﬂ_ard,

Grimftead Valentine,

Smith Nicholas M,

Townfend John G. One of ;}m Propqﬁr;,
Belchier John G,

Innys William,

Lord William ADF K,

Williams Samuel H,

Territt Robert. ‘
Cordwell J ohn G L. Cﬁy-Garpm:er. |

-

Cbeap.j

‘HH

- [4s]
) 'é‘beap. |

Sedgwick Samuel.

‘Waite Robert M.,

Myers William I M. ,

Webb Allen F L. Druggift to §t. Bartholqmew ‘o
Hofpital.

Smith Thomas.

COLEMJNSTREET

Cordwainer.

Yerbury Walter K. | o i

CORNHIL
Cripplegate Within,

Elton Thomas K. - "‘ —
~Bonner Daniel F M. | .

Nicho! Thomas.

Tims William CI. Clerk of St. Bartholomew’s

Hofpital, and Candidate to be Town- Clerk,
Vincent George D. _ ,
Scott Thomas.

Hartley Charles BC K.

Scott Ifaac A. .

Crzppl'egate Without.
F armgton Richard C GIK:

Dceton Joha B. Keeper of the Green- y,atﬂ, amﬁ |

- ¥Figld- Kecpar ‘o MOOI‘—ﬁQIdSa ‘
Fa 1 Cooper

T e e
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X Cooper- William E K, Bricklayer to the Commifi-
, oners of the Sewers, aud to St. Bartholo-

- mew’s-Hofpital,

Dowgate.

! Hodges Benjamin CDFK,
2 Braithwaite Wilkinfon. ‘

I Curryer Thomas.

2 Peers William K,

2 Bindon John.

Farringdon Within,

2 Everet John C K.
I Skinner Richard.

' Owen William M.

I Sleath Gabrie] K.

1 Sclater Richard M.

I Mills Samuel,

I Mills Giles. ’

r Hayne Thompfon A F. 1 |

3 Siffon Henry. Druggift to St, Bartholome_w’s‘Ho-‘! o

{pital. : =
1 Taylor Robert A. Ozne of thePropofers. -
I Mael Robert..
1 Woolafton Samuel,
2 Harwood Richard M.

Farringdon Without,

1 Mafter Alexander M.

2 Ruflel Walter.

1 Walmefly Edward N.
1 Crotchfield John F L, -
1 Nalh Thomas CK. AR
1 Horfenail Chriftopher K. One of 1he Propofers,
I Page Abraham N,

1 Keteeriche Thomas N,

1 Robinfon

Dot bl P e el Bt
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Robinfon Philip N. SR R S

Nutt Richard K. T .
‘Price Charles M. .

Child John K N. L

Holloway Henry A. Surgeon ta‘Chriﬁ’s-Hofpiﬁal;f»-

Innocent John B M.
Langborn.

Barker John K. S
Townfend John K Surgeon 7o London Work-
- Houfe. ‘ e o

-

Limeftreet.
Knight Richard K.

Portfoken.
Brewis Valentine K.

Pycroft Robert A L. Brewer 15 §t, Baftholomew’s.
and Chrift’s-Hofpital, | |

‘Williams John.

leeenbzf}/ée. |

Ayliffe Jofeph CEK, =

Tew William K. ,

Northey Thomas. Apothecary to St. Bartholomew’s
Hofpital. o ‘
Tower.

Tatem' Samuel CK.

Phillips James F. Surgeon to St, Bartholomew’s- |

- Hofpital.
Evans Robert CE G.

1 Scullard |




1 Green Thomas" B1l.

-2 Holmes Samuel.
1 Rivet Edward.
2, Seal Henry EH.:

EwJ

'1 Scullard W1lham K.

X Romman Rlchard L' H I.

V I N TRY.
Walbmok

; Henfhaw Robert I
1 Arnold William K,
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