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NTO THE
ELECTORS
| GREAT BRITAIN.

| Friends and Countrymen,

HE following Treatife wasin-
N tended to have been publifh’d

{ for your Perufal, at the Expi-

ration of the laft Parliament ;

but was artfully ftifled till the
! Elettions were over:  Asyou
| will perceive it was wrote with no other View
| than to convey a Knowledge to you of thofe
| ineftimableLiberties enjoyed by yourAnceftors,
g (a0d which, if we are nor wanting to our-
| felves, we may fill preferve; ) the Right
| inveftedin you as Ele@ors; the Chara&er
of Perfons proper for you to repofé fo facred
aTroft in; to guard you againft the Snares
B and fatal Allurements too -often made ufe of]
| todeceive the unwary Ele@or, and to explain
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~to you' the Ufuge, .Cuftom, and - Bravery of
‘your Anceftors:  As therefore the End above
- propofed, could not then be anfwered, I was
‘determined to prevent any farther Sale tll
~this Parliament -was nigh expiring, ‘becauf
it would not fooner have its defired Effe@;
that it might be recent in' your Memories:
I bope you will find the feyeral Heads fo
- .propetly digefted, as to arm you againft the
‘many Stratagems ufed to decoy the artlefs

Elector into their Net, who, too often, when

warmed with Liquor, have given a Vete for a

Perfon, who had no other View than. to bar-

ter away thofe valuable Liberties he had fworn

to preferve. o | |
-Asthe Excist ScueME was the memorable

Event of the laft Parliament, I beg you would

- .recolle@ the narrow Efcape you then had,

and the Hazard you run of being deprived of
your Liberties, by that deep-laid Scheme; fo
‘the late Convention, (which was calcu-
“lated not only to amufe, but-to impofe on the
“Judgment of all Mankind, Placeholders, €.
-excepted) was what we were out-numbered
by Votes, thro’ our own Choice. His Ma-
, jefty’s moft gracious’ Declaration of War,

~ fufficiently evinces the‘”_'l\“crgive_rfation of ,,t}le
- Spantards, and juftifies me in my Affertion
_ ofthe fatal Confequences attending it; not to

mention the Indulgence granted by it to our
-common Enemy, to render their Fortrefles
_ impregnable in O/ and New Spain, and to
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artn at their Leifure, as . they could rife, or
borrow Money 5 while the Britifb Fleet was
ploughing the Ocean, without any -Enemy

to cope with ;- expofed to the foaming Billows

only,” and ‘had the Mortification of feeing
them {miling in Security, with-their Fleet fafe

in-Harbour, and ours daily expéfed, to be
rendered uncapable of Service, by every rude

Blaft of Wind, =~~~

| The  agreeable Accounts ”'lately' received

| from Admiral Pernon, are a fufficient Evic-

B tion of what we might, and ought to have

| then done, inftead of paffing the Convention
| fach a Proceeding might “have faved fome

B Millions to the Nation ; fuch a refolute At-

| tck as the above, on a Place of fo great
| Strength,’ (as they have had fo long Timeto
§ 2dd co its Fortifications) and with fo fmall a
| Force, would have made  the haughty Spa-

§ ward tremble, and confequently tractable,
B when they found we were in earneft, to have
| readily granted what we ‘had been fo long
§ treating for, without any further Expence,
| cfpecially as they had not then cemented fo

| advantageous anAlliance with France. I am
| fopported in my Obfervation, of the Impot-

tance: of - this Action, by the joint Addrefs of

§ both Houfes of Parliament, the Addreffes of

the Cities of London and Dublin, and the uni-
verfal Joy fhewn thro” the whole Kingdom. -
‘For your own Security, therefore, look with

| animpartial Eye, on the feveral Gentlemen
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(vi)
who voted for the Convention ; review
without Prejudice, whether you think, from
. the Nature of it, they could have any Motive
to induce a fingle Perfon of them to vote for
of fome malevolent Planet, -

i

Think! O-think ! ’ere it bé too late, how [

fhocking it is, that in every Parliament we

~ berties. Can it therefore be poffible ‘to ima.

‘be recorded to lateft Ages with Infamy.

nually petitioning and folliciting of thofe very
Perfons you have chofe to repre{gént you, hum-
~ bly begging them to preferve you from- that
Slavery you brought on. yourfelves by fucha
Choice, when you have had, and I truft wil

your former Errors ; to imitate the Virtues of
your Anceftors, to. defpife the alluring Bait of

coming free, unbiafs’d Agents, and then you

whofe Chara&ers can’t be unknown to you,

and whofe Eftates rcndering"‘them~'u_1depe‘n-den‘tf
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f of any undue Influence : Thefe are the Gen-
i jemen who will fecure your Liberties, wha
|| will prevent thofe continual Alarms you are

i

ander, of their being barter’d away, and will

it,‘ “unlefs _.thcy were under the Influence e able to tranfmit to your POﬁCffty the Blef-

jl fings you will enjoy by fuch a Choice. Con-
fider how many Confciences havZ been facri--
| ficed to that Dagon, the Excife, that Method
muft be alarmed with fome Attack on our Li. [§ teing attended with the leaft Expence, of pro-
| mifing to put your Chﬁdre% into hth{atl.).Rt:we-',
gine, by the Experience we have had, and the [§ 19 for their Votes: Let but thole Parents
ig)angerz we havgi narrowly efcaped, that we [l EViEW the State of fuch Children, and what
‘can any longer be bribed to deftroy ourfelves, | weetched Figures they make in Life, and how
to barter away the Liberties of our Country, B much worfe to Pofterity, and then think with
" 10 tranfinit Slavery down to Pofterity, and t [ ‘,hemf?lm,’ whether, had they b}'ed them up
§ in their own feveral Trades, Agriculture, &,

. Think! how abfurd it is, for you tobe conti- | they wauld not-have been more ferviceable to

j their Country, than by ftudying the Art of en-
| tering Tradefmen’s Houfes, to the great An-
| noyance of their Familics ; and how few of
¥ them ever after become ferviceable to their
§ Country, but live like Caterpillars, devonring

- o awain have. it i 5 “retradt [ the Fruits of it : o

foon ag ave, it in your.Power to retradt | | Let not the Inn-keeper, &z. be menaced

§ out of his Vote to prevent the quartering of

Money, which muft perifh with you, by be- [ Soldiers on him’; lec him remove the Caule,

| B by voting according
cannot avoid, Nature will cry aloud, anddic- § Effedt of thofe Threats muftceafe. =~ -

' tate you tovote for Gentlemen of approved In- ‘Would you confider how fhocking it 35, to

tegrity : Gentlemen who live amongft you; §

to Conlcience, and the

| e Men who would make. the narroweft In-
| fpection into the Charadter of a Perfon he
§ might truft for a fmall Sum of Money, and

even




even take 1mp11cxt1y the Chara&er of a May |
he is -going to intruft with his Liberty, hi
Property, his Family, for Seven YEARs cer-
tain, and from whence liesno Appeal.
Evely Freeholder in England will, in all
Probability, foon be called on either to ruin or
fave his Country :  Thofe Powers which we
delegated to our Reprefentatwes will foon re.
turn into our own Hands again ; and when |
every Man’s Vote is given back to him, every
- Freeholder is, in fome meafure, 2 Legifiator:
Confider then how careful we ought to be in
the Choice of Perfons with whom we muft
intruft our Invaluable Liberties for feven Years
to come. Be careful in reviewing the feveral
Lifts of the Gentlemen who have voted, eithet |2
- to Ruin, or Save his Country ; if you approve |
of a “Voter for the Excife.Scheme, chufe him; |
~ if you approve of the Sepz‘enmalzjf or ourmo- §
~ dern Conventioners, Placebolders, and Penfir-
ners, . chufe them but let us’ confider fe-
nouﬂy, if we have been opprefled, it has been |
by Tyrants of our own making; and if we |
- fhould ‘be opprefled -again, it muft be by the |
fame Method: To prevent which, be'care
ful of. your Enquiry into the Characters of the |
Gentlemen who offer themfclves as Candx—
‘dates bcforc you.

I am your Huméle Serfuanf

- Pux LO\BRITAN‘N'ICUS': :
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"Ricurs of the Susjrct
-~ In ELECTI:_NG’. their

REPRESENTATIVES.

L S the Right of Reprefentation in
* Parliament, is the higheft Privilege

. K enjoy’d by an Englifbman: APri-

~ vilege of choofing Perfons with whom they
are to intruft the Difpofal of the Properties, ik
Liberties, and Lives, nat only of themfélves, |
‘but of their Relations, Friends, Family, and
in fome refpedts, their Pofferity : 1lay, as . E
they are now in‘a fair way of enjoying and il
exerting this Privilege, which they have not |
" had an Opportunity of doing for Seven 2ears
paft,and are not likely to enjoy forSevenZears

~ tocome ;I have, for the Ufe,and Inftruéti- .

“on of the Electors, reduc’d the whole Body of | i
Parliamentary Law, relating to Elections, i‘xifo., | i
oo B this




,(2)

this narrow compafs; that they may at one
view, become Mafters of thofe valuable Li-
berties, which were {0 inviolably preferv’d
by their Anceftors: I have, from our Re-
cords, prov’d the Freguency of New Parlia-
ments, and the Freepom of Elefting
them, for divers Ages; and have thewn the
fatal Confequences which have attended
thofe Princes who have invaded the Right
of cither : Nothing therefore remains for us
to do, but to make our felves acquainted
with thofe imvaluable Privileges ; to review
the Care always taken by our Anceftors for
their Prefervation, and by perfevering in

the fame Refolution, to tranfmit them

~down to our Pofterity as entire as we re-
ceiv’d them from our Anceftors; which we
dhould do, would we but confider how. in-
eftimable a Treafure it is; a Treafure! for
- which our Forefathers facrificed their Lives
for its Prefervation ; which will warrant any
Zcal that may be fhewn for it, and juftific
every Man who appears in its Defence,

The Appearance and Endeavours of
ﬁngle Men, may be, perhaps, of little
weight ; the Powers of each private Man
may be fmall, in proportion to fiich an end;

~but yet he is to exert them, whatever thejr'

be : If others join their Endeavours, as they
‘ought, he will attain his End; if they do
not, he has done his Duty, and has con-
e ) | ~ duéted

(3)

dulted himfelf fo, as to take pleafure in
the Refle&tion as long as he lives, That e
has delivered bis own Soul. |

The Cafe of every Man in England, is
like that of feveral Perfons engag’d in Bond
for Payment of aSum ; they are all bound
jointly, and every one feparate, for the Pay-
ment of the whole, and by one or other of
them the Sum muft be paid. There is in-
deed a material difference in thefe Cafes;
in thatI have alluded to, the Obligation is
voluntary, and contrated by our felves ; in
the other, which I am direétly fpeaking of),
the Obligation is natural, and {fuppofing us

"born Members of this Society, it begins

with our Life, and cannot end but with it ;
in theone, the Cafe is privare, inthe other,
of a publick Nature, and confequently,
founded on a higher Reafon, andto be dif:
charged with more vigorous Endeavours :
And as in the one Cafe, if any fail to make
Payment, the municipal Law obliges the reft
to make it good, fo, in the other, the §u-
preme Law. 'The Good, the Welfare, the

- Being of Society, requires every one to con-
tribute to that End, and if any fail of their

Obligations, the reftare ftill obliged to dif-
charge theirs, todo their utmoft for their

Country’s Service, to do Juftice ta it; if they -

cannot, atleaft to do all in their Power for
that End, without which, they cannot be

juf’c to themielves. You

e R oy




(4)

You may read of Times, in which Pub.
lick Spirit was more general, and was, . in-
deed, the Charalter of an Ewnglifbman ; if

it be lefs now, itis a Subjet of melancholy -

Refleftion. A private, felfith Spirit has
been fo encourag’d of late Years, and fo
generally poflefs’d People, that a Publick
one is grown ridiculous, and rare enough to
be the Contempt and Jeft of thofe who
want it. B |

It were to be wiflvd, that all true To-
‘wers of their Country would now exert
their Endeavours forits Service, and would
enter their Proteft againft BrR1sER v and
CorRruUPTION, whether he can prevent
it, or no; and I am perfuaded they may
then carry their Point, but a defponding
Man will never carry any; Ruin iscertain,
when once 2 Man thinks it inevitable ; for
that Imagination will keep him from en-
deavouring to prevent it; whereas, Diffi-
culties to Perfons whofe Spirits are fo low
appear. infuperable, are often eafily fur-
mounted by the Refolute. Nature always
exerts herfelf moft, when fhe is moft prefs’d;
and it is for us to imitate her ; to encreafe
our Endeavours, in proportion to the Dif-
ficulties we meet with, and the more Fury
~weare attack’d with, to oppofe ourfelves
with-the mrore Courage ; fo fhall we incite
others to follow our Example, and firength-
- en

e e S
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en our Caufe; fo fhall we be moft likely
to attain our Ends, and benefit our Conptry 3

o fhall we, whatever happens, have the

Efteem of our Enemies, (and that is all we
are to expedt from ‘em) as Men of Spirsz,
Integrity, and Refolution,

Asa New Parliament therefore is going
to be cholen; that great Refource of the
Nation in all its Difficulties, and which it
has always depended upon for the Redrefs
of its Grievances : That it may be effe€tual
for this Purpofe, and truly anfwer the Ends
of its firft Inftitution ; That it may not be
the Source of as many Miieries, as it was

originally defign’d as Bleflings to it, de-

pends on our Choice of Members to com-
pofe it: A Choice! that we have all the
motives in nature to engage us to ufe cau-
tion in; for the Truft we put in ourRepre-
fentatives, is the greateft we can put in
Men ; we truft them with our Fortunes, our
Liberties, our Lives,and what is more, with
our ConNsTITUTION, 2and our COUNTRY;
A Word! which would have infpir'd an
Old Roman to have facrificed his Life for

“the Good of it ! A Concern! for which oug

Anceftors often offer’d up their Lives, and
for which we ought always to be ready to
venture our own. We truft them by exprefs
Defignation, not for One, or T'wo, but for
dzven Years, and in the Event, perhaps for
as

4




(6)

as much longer as they pleafe. We truft
them smplicitly, for there lies no Appeal

from their Decrees 5 and if any Ruin flows
in upon us, from any unworthy Choice we

make, we have this uncomfortable Circum-

" flance to imbitter it, That we are ruind by

our felves.

| ‘If it fhould be ask’d by fome, who have

done their utmoft to deftroy thofe valuable
Privileges I am writing of, By what Autho-
rity I have taken upon me this Liberty of
talking to my Country-men? I fhall an-

~ fwer, I enjoy it by my Birth-right, and that

ower now on Harth, without the moft
Ezrilt)lg Violation of the Liberties of the Sub-
ject, can take it from me. ‘The Power of
Elecing, and freely giving my Vote, for
whom T pleafe, certainly carriesalong with
it a Power of canvafling every Man’s Pre-
tenfions, of judging every Man’s Qualifica-
tions for this Important Office, and. confe-
quently, of Directing and Perfuading my
Brethren to what I think beft, and that in
the moft Publick manner. My Liberty
and Property is concern’d in every feveral
Election, and tho’ 1 cannot fay 1 aétually
choofe my Reprefentatives in every Borough
in Ewgland, yet 1 am fure I fuffer by every

EVilChoice.‘_' o .

(7)

It is therefore of the laft Importance to
the Eleitors of Great Britain, who have
any regard for the Happinefs and Welfare
of themftlves and Fellow” Subjeéls, tobe
thoroughly inform’d of the Chara@ers of
thofe, in whom they fhall think fit to repofe
the higheft Truft: For ifa Majority of im-
proper Perfons thould happen to be return’d
for the enfuing Parliament, the Britsfb Li-
berties will be in the utmoft Peril, and the
little Advantage which fome Eleiors may

gain by bartering their Votes, will be g
poor and forry Recompence for that jnex-

preflible Ruin, towards which they have
contributed: They would do well to con-
fider the Story of that Arch ‘Traytor, Yudas,
who, in deep Remorfe and Defpair, re-
turned the Price of his Treachery, and be-
came afterwards bis own Executioner.

 Many and frequent have been the At-
tempts of Wicked Men to deftroy our Ex-
cellent Conftitution, which God, in Mercy

- to us, hath been pleafed, hitherto, to pre-

ferve ; and we are encouraged from the
Story of Sodom to hope, that if there are but
a few Righteous left, his Providence will
ftill watch over us for Good: But if Reli-
gion be made a Jeft, and moral Honefty
expos’d to Ridicule; if Bribery and Cor-
ruption appear openly at Noon Day, and

‘meet with univerfal Applaufe and Encou-

ragement,

thy




vail as univerfally asanother kind of Wick-

(8)

ragement, even from thofe, whofe Dauty it

is to fapprefs the fame ; if thofe, and ma-

ny other Impicties, fhould happen to pre-

 ednefs did in the aforefaid infamous City, I
“fay, whenever this fhall happen to be our

Cafe, we may conclude, the Day of éur
Defolation is not far diftant, and that fome
Exemplary Divine Vengeance will foon
overtake us. S

T'o reprefent therefore the proper Quali-
fications of Perfons fit for fo great a Truft;
T'o inculcate the Motives which ought to
influence us in the Choice of them, and to
recommend Methods that are Legal, Fair,
and Fuft, in the Proceeding to this Choice,
is the Defign of the following Treatife,
wherein T have no private View, but the
good of the Community: T fhall therefore
Preface no longer, but come to my firft
General Head, wiz. The Frequency of Par-
liaments. o -

T"HE FrequenNcy of ParrLia-
MENTS is a Right ineftimable, which

the People of England have always claim’d,
and been in Pofleflion of, for feveral Ages;
For one of the Fundamental and Principal
Ends of Parliaments was, < For the Redrefs

& of Grieyances, and’ Eafing the Opprefli-

“ons

(9) |
« ons of the People. ¥ The Mirrour of
Fuftice, an Ancient and Learned Treatife
of the Law, which, as Lord Coke obferves
in his Preface to his roth Report, was writ-

ten in the Saxon Times, faith, That Par«

liaments were inftituted pur oper & termi-

ner les plaintes de dort, de le Roy, de la Roigne,

& de lour Infans, & de eux [pecialment, de
guenx 'Torts lun ne poet aver autrement com-

mon droit; “ To hear and determine the

¢« Complaints of the wrongful A&s of the
“ King, the Queen, and their Children,
¢« and efpecially of thofe Perfons againft
¢« whom the Subject otherwife could not

¢ have Common Juftice,

Several Things were added to the above
T'reatife by Horne, a Learned Lawyer, who
liv’d in the Reign of Edward I and 1I, who
aflerts it to be the conflant Ufage of this
Kingdom for ‘Parliaments to czﬂZ’{nb/e 1wice a
Tear, or oftner, if need be, ar London, for
making of Ordinances for the Good Efate of

the Realm : And thofe Times feem to be fta-

tionary, and were ufually after Egffer and
Michaelmas; but on the encreafe of the
Number of Reprefentatives, thofe Affem-
blies were lefs frequent; and therefore
Horne, in the fame Book, complains of it
as an Abufion of the Law : That whereas

Parliaments ought to convene twice a Year at .

London, they, now-a-days meet but feldons,
,. - G - and
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‘The Rights of the Subjects of England,

( 10 )
and at the Will of the King. To prevent
the encreafe of this Abufe, it was provided
by the fifth of Edward 1. That a Parlia-
ment (bould be held once or twice a Tear. By

4 Edward 1. c. 14. That 1t fhould be holden

ecvery Tear once, and more often, if need be.
In 36. Edward 1L c. 10.
tenance of the Statutes, and Redrefs of divers
Mifchiefs which daily bappen, a Parliament
fhall be holden every Tear, as afore(aid, or-
dained by Statutes. 'The fame Ufage and
Right is claimed by Parliament in 50 £d4. I11.
and acknowledg’d by that Prince inanfwer
to their Petition. The fame acknowledg-
ment is made the firft of Richard 11. and
their Meeting was not (as the Mirronr com-
plains) for Aids and Gatherings of Treafure,
but to vedrefs delays in Suits, and to end fuch

Cafés as the Fudges doubt of, for the Relief of

the People in ordinary Cafes. And accord-
ing to Bratton, (a Learned Judge, who
liv'd inthe Time of Hen. 11L.) all ambigu-
ous, and intricate Caufes were referred to the
Determination of this Learned Body. 'They
ufed great Difpatch, (the Words of Forze/f-

cue are) concito & citiffime, in the determi-

ning of them, and in the Reforming Abu-
fes 5 So that the Subjedls, in all Grievan-
ces, found in thema ready, as wellas a fure

- Relief. -

A Learned Author, in a Treatife of

Ob-:

That for Main-

<

(11)
obferves, ¢ That the Great Charter was
<« confirmed more than thirty Times in
« full Parliament, with many fpecial
< Provifions for the Militia. It being moft
« Juft and Reafonable, That what did fo
« much concern all, thould be confiderd by

< all.  Quod ommnes tangit, ab omnibus ap-
L < probetur. | |

"<« There is one Claufe in the Writ of
¢¢ Summons to Parliament, about a War
“ with France, in the Reign of Edward 1.
“ which {eemeth to fpeak a Neceflity of
¢ Parliaments for Matters of War, not onl
¢ for Money, (as fome have pleafed to fpeak)
“ Or at the King’s Choice to call them, if
“ he pleafe. The Writ {peaks an A& of
“ Parliament 5 Lex juftiffima, & provida
“ corcumfpeltione flabilita; not let at loofe
“ to the King’s Pleafure, but as Fortefiue,
« or long before him, the Old Modus of
« Parliament, maketh it neceffary for the

“ King, and his Duty, to call a Parliament

<

o

_i,n all fuch Cafes.

"« Tn one Parliament of Rz’&/mrd IL. it was

“ enafted, That no Man condemned by
- Parliament fhould move for Pardon ; but

¢ another Parliament ten Years after, did
- annul that A, as unjuft, unreafonable,
« and againft the Law and Cuftom of Par-

- ¢ liament: For, from this, which is the
. ) y

Ga  « higheft
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" done him,

« higheft here, there ftill lieth Appeal from
s itfelf to itfelf: For which allo, by the
¢« Taws and Cuftoms of the Kingdom, there
« were to be frequent Parliaments, that fo
« the Errors or Omiffions of one (being
« ftill human, and therefore errable,) might
“ be correéted and amended ip another,

It was the Wifdom of our Anceftors, to
bound and limit out the Being, Acting, and
Continuing, not only: of other Judges, but

“alfo of Parliaments,

It is to be obferved, That in thofe Days,
Frequency of Parliaments, was a Frequency
of New Parliaments ; each Parliament end-
cd with the Seflion, and was difmifs’d fiue

' die, and {carce any Seflions lafted above 40

Days; and therefore the Wages of Knights
and Burgefles were for that Term, and
their Attendance requir’d no longer ; ac-
cording to that memorable R ecord in Kwigh-

ton, (one of our beft Hiftorians) being the

Meflage fent by both Houfes to King Ric. 11,

~at Eltham, wherein they reprefent to him,

That they have an Ancient Statute for it,
That in café the King wilfully abfénts bimfelf,

-~ and will pot come to Parliament, as baving
no Care of vexing his People, nor regard of
their great Expences, after Forty Days they

are free to go bame, and the King has no wrong
| | Thefg

(12)

prd
.
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(13) |
‘Thefe Expences were borne by the Coun.
ties and Boroughs that fent Deputies to
Parliament, who coming thither without
any {elfifh Views, only for the Common
Good of the Kingdom, found no Difficulty
to reform Abufes, and to difpatch the Bu-
finefs before them in fo fhort a Time.

And even {o late ‘as Q]eeﬁ Elizabeth’s
Time, during the Courfe of her Glorious
Reign; aReign! almoft of continual War

- and Jealoufie, and under which all Bran-
ches of Trade had their Rife; being a Reign

of fo much Adion, which certainly muft
afford as much Bufinefs for Parliaments as
any {ince, and yet, asappears by Sir Simorn
D Ewe’s Fournal, Scarce any Parliament
throughout it, exceeded that Time.

The Confinuancé ofa Parliamén't for one
Seffions only, was fo undeniably the Old and
conftant Ufage of that Body, that our Hi-

- ftory and Statute Books do not afford-usa

fingle Inftance to the contrary, till the
Reigns of Harry the 8thand Queen Mary;
the Violence and Arbitrarinefs of the firft

is too well known, that no one can be fur-

prized at his doing an A& unknown to our
Conftitution, and Sforcing a Parliament,

- when, perhaps, his Affairs requir'd it; and,

as to the latter, ’tis evident what Schemes
fhe had form’d for abolifhing the Rg‘orma—

3
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tion here, and as this was her only View
from the beginning of her Reign, may ap-
pear from the following Oration made by
a Worthy Gentleman (Mafter Fobn Hales)
to Queen Elizabeth, and delivered to her
Majefty at her firft Entrance on her Reign,
wherein. he tells her, -~

« * That Queen Mary's firt Parliament,
“ wherein She and her Council grounded,
“ and wrought a great part of their Tyran-
“ ny; And wherein they meant to over-

-« throw whatfoever King Edward had, for

« theAdvancement of God’s Glory, brought
¢ to pafs, was of no Force or Authority :

“ For fhe perceiving her Enemies Stomach

“ could not be emptied, nor her Malice
“ {pew'd on the People, by any good Order,
“ fhe committed a great Diforder ; She, by
“ Force and Violence, took from the Commons
“ ther Liberty ; that according to the An-
“ caent Laws and Cuftoms of the Realm, they
“ couldnot have their Free Election of Knights
“ and Burge(fes for the Parliament: For fhe

“ well knew, that if either Chriffian Men,

“ or true Englifbmen thould be Elected; it

« was not poflible that to fucceed, which

« fhe intended: And therefore in many
“ Places, divers were chofen by Force of her

- & Threats, mete to ferve her Malicions Af-

&

« feitions ;

~ * Fox’s/ Book of Martyrs, Vol. III. p. 819, 8z0.

‘x—"k‘
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« fections; wherefore that Parliament was
“ no Parliament, but may be Juftly called
¢« a Confpiracy of Tyrants and T raytoys., for
“ the Great ‘Part, by whofe Authority and
““ Voices Things proceeded in that Court,
«“ by their 4¢s moft manifeftly declared
« themlelyes {05 the reft being both Chri-
« ftians, and True Englifbmen, although
« they had good Wills, yet were not able
“ to Refift, or prevail againt the Multitude
“ of Voices and Suffrages of fo many Byil,
«“ falfe to God, and Enemies to their Country.
“ Allo divers Burgeffes being orderly Chofen,
« and lawfully Returned, as in fome Places
“ the People did what they could to refift
¢ her Purpofes, were diforderly and unlsuy-

-« fally put out, and others withous any,Order

“ of Law, in their places placed. "

After this Account no Body can wonder,

that a Parliament {o conftituted thould be
thought neceflary to be continued contrary
to ufual Cuftom. E o ‘

Various are the Advantages attending

thefe Ufages of our old Conftitution, and.

fome Milchiefs now complain’d of, would
be effetually prevented: “Members might

- duly attend the Service of the Houfes,‘with_“-

out Prejudice to their Health, private Af-
fairs, or a tedious Abfence from their Fa-
milies:” That Privilege from Arrefts and

T | ' - Swits,
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Suits, which Judge Fenkins  complains of

as unreafonable, in the Cafe of the then Par-

liament of 1647. (* Since the Law allow’d
¢« no Prote&ion for any Man employ’d in’

« the Service of the Kingdom, but for one

« Year ) would,in the Cafe of the Obfer-
vance of the Ufages, be no Inconvenience
at all to any Subject; there would be hard-
ly time enough in" a Parliament, to apply
properly for the corrupting of a Man’s Inte-

- grity ; and it would be fcarce practicable,

when the Reprefentative is {o continually

from timeto time oblig’d to have Recourfe

to his Conftituents for a New Ele&ion, and
muft condu@ himfelf {0, as to merit their
Approbation: The Eleftors would be al-

ways truly Reprefented, while they have
- fuch' frequent Opportunities of changing

their Proxy, if he fhould change his Senti-

- ments, and fail in his Truft. Strangers

would fcarce think it worth their while to
purchafe at a dear Rate, aSeat for {o fhort

a Space; and a conftant and quick Return,

would create a Charge too exceflive for any
Perfon’s Purfe to defray, and might there-
fore, poflibly, Difcourage them from enga-
ging in any Expence at all; and as there

are generally the leaft Difturbances, where |
there is the leaft Money fpent, the Peace -
of the Kingdom might poflibly be promoted
- S - thereby.

4 Vid. His Treatife of the Inconveniencies of a Long, con-
- ' tinued Parlz'ammt: : S '

|
.
\
|
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thereby. It iscertain, That in former Ages

we had not that occafion for Laws againft

Bribery that we have now, and therefore it
is to be hoped, by all thofe who wifh well

to our Conftitution, that the late Law for

preventing that pernicious, fathionable Pra-
ctice, will have its defired Effe®, and deter
thofe unhappy Wretches, who by their
Conduét one would imagine were born for

- Slavery, from felling their Country : If we

appeal to the Experience of this laft Age,
we may learn, That as the difufage of Par-
liaments for Twelve Years under King
Charles 1. raifed up that Flame in the Na-
tion which brake out o violently in 1641,
fo, the Perpetuity of the Parliament, that
the King then, in his Diftrefs, agreed to,

was the Caufe of the utter Ruin of our Con. ..

ftitution.

- Some extraordinary Junétures there may
be, in which it may be neceflary to conti-
nue Parliaments longer than ufual, of fuch
particular Cafes 1 do not pretend to judge;

- but this, I think, cannot be deny'd, That

the firft Account we meet with in Hiftory,
of a Penfionary Parliament, was the long
one of King Charles IL. which caufed all the
Patrons of Liberty in thofe Days, to de-
claim in the ftrongeft Terms againft the

Continuance of it ; and the Friends of the

Revolution haye declared themfelyes of the
TORTn Taye o ST e
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fame Sentiments : And the famous Mr:
Samuel Fobnfin, who was 10 Serviceable in
his Writings to prepare the way for the Re-
volution, ‘as wellas to defend it afterwards,
exprefles himfelf upon this Subjed in the
following Words;  Parliaments by their
<« Conftitution are not to be ftale, as Ihave
« feen one in my Time retain’d above nine-

-« teen Years with Penfions, and another,

« a fewer Years; with Places, and turning
« out of Places: But if a Parliament were
¢« Corrupted neither of thefe Ways, yeta
« Standing Parliament will always flagnate,
« and be like a Country Pond, which is
« gver-run with Ducks Meat,

. Having, 1 appreheﬁd‘, | ﬁl:fﬁciéntly de-
monftrated the Neceflity, as well as Bene-

fits, accruing from the Freguency of Par-

Liaments, for the Prefervation of our Confi-
tution, X proceed now on equal Authorities,
to thew how the {fame Caufe muft produce

- the {ame Effe&, in the Fr £ Epom of our

Erecrtions. - = - .

JROREIGNERS, in all their Wrisings
and Obfetvations upon England, the

- Wifdem of its Form of Government, the

Limited Prerogative of the Crown, and the

Juft Liberties of its People, have always

attributed thofe Bleflings tothe Confliturson

of

Y

(19 )

of our Parliaments ; and it is certainly this
our Privilege of Reprefentation, which is
not only the Original, but the Security of
all the reft: For while they feel themfelves
at the Mercy of Defpotick Power, they be-
hold wus, as yet, enjoying many valuable
Liberties, ‘which they look upon as the
Effect of this Reprefentation; and therefore
cannot help envying our Condition, whilft
they lament their own.  How careful then
ought we to be in the Prefervation of {o in-
valuable a Blefling ? How numberlefs are the
Examples of our Anceftors, as before ob-
ferv’d, to urge us on to imitate them ? Who,
at a vaft Effufion of Blood and Treafure,
have tran{mitted this Right inviolate to. us,
and certainly we ought to convey ‘it down

'to Pofterity, as entire as we receiv’d it from

them : They thought its Prefervation abfo-
lutely neceffary, for the Security of their
Liberties, Properties, and even their Lives :
They thought the Comfort of them was de-
firoy’d, if the Security of them was uncer-
tain: “Full of this Spirit, and thofe Senti-
ments, did they nobly exert themfelves, and

- affert this Right, Of the Freedom of Repre-
- f  femtation: Which Right, asIhave obferv’d,

has been fupported and maintained chiefly
by two Methods, viz. The Freguency of
Parliaments, and the Freedom of Eleiting

D 2, Thxs |




‘..,( o ,

This Freedom muft neceflarily refult
from the Right of Reprefentation; and thofe
cannot, with Propriety, be ftiled the Repre-

fentatives of a People, who are not by them

Ele@ed and Deputed as fuch; Or, of what
Ufe can an Ele&tion be, if not made with
Freedom? .

As the Freedom thérefore of Ele@ions is
an effential part of our Conftitution, o has
it, for Ages paft, beenalways efteemed.
‘The Writ of Summons plainly dire&s and
enjoins an entire Freedom in the Eleétion of
fuch as are to be returned to ferve in Par-
liament: It Commands the Sheriff to {fee,
that Kuights, as well as Burge(fes, libere ¢

indifferenter elegi juxta formam flatutorumin- -

de edit & provss, be freely and indifferently
chofen, purfuant to the tenour of the Sta-
tutesin that Cafe made and provided, viz.
¢ That the arduous Affairs of the King-

¢ dom may not, by any means, remain un-
> y

¢ done, for want of full and fufficient Pow-
“ ers in the Knights, Citizens, or Burgeffes,

¢ from the Communities they reprefent, or

“ by reafon of the improvident Election of
“ them.” Now, how can thoft be fully
and fufficiencly authorized and impowered
to att  for the People, that -are not fieely
Eletted by them, from whom they derive
that Gommiffion and Authority, which is ab-

folutely

C(21)

folutely neceflary to make what they do

-

valid, and accounted the Statutes of the

Realm?

Our OId Laws were very careful :td ob-

tain and fecure this Freedom. The Sta-

tute of Weflminfler the firfs, * provides,
That Elections (boild be freely and duly made,
without any Difturbance *whatfoever. The
King is faid to Command this, and therefore
binds Himfélf not to difturb any Eleors in
the making of fuch Free Ele&tions: And he
further Commands, under great Forfeiture,
“ That no Great Man, nor other, by Force
“ of Arms, nor by Malice, or Menacing,
¢ fhall difturb any to make Free Election.”
And the Learned Lord Coke, in his Com-

. ment on the above-mentioned Statute, re-

fers to the Statute of 7 HemryIV. c. 13.
which fays, ¢ That for Knights of the Shires
“ for Parliament in a full County, a Free
“ and indifferent Election fhallbe made, not-
“ withftanding any Prayer or Commandment
“ to the contrary : 'This Statute (he fays)
“ was made at the grievous Complaint of
« the Commons, being interrupted in their
“¢ Free Elettions, by the King’s Letters Pa-

“ tents, under pretext of an Ordinance in

 the Lords Houlfe, in 46 EdwardIV. but

i 'for‘the future it was to be, fine prece, with-

- ¢ out

o Statllte' of Weftminfler, Aun. Dom. 1274.
¥ L
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, o = Py . | o« of the King and Kingdom, deftroy’d and
« out any Prayer or Gift, and fine precepto, | Lo 7S ; 5 _ i
d “ without Commandment of the King, by |} = rgpclleg, gndt b?sczf}ﬁgg: hhow th%@}di{’:
i « Writ, or otherwife, or ofany other ; and | &% ag y uhr ons Fafe to ﬁn *‘12’ ' el el I
| “ this was an A& but declaratory of the Ap- §  ** tained with more Eafe to the copic.,
“ ¢ient Law and Cuftom of Parliaments, ” P ; 5 L

: It was the Old Rule of the Common Lav, Fortefeue obferves, * That if any Statutes

; ~ '. : 2s.0ld as thef‘Very Being of Parlia‘ments, fd” jhom‘ O.f. thEZr intended Eﬁfﬂt;}’; th@ﬂgb

ST ST U ITHITIN L L _pe

PO s | . A S | devifed with [uch Solemnity and Wifdom in the |
a?(;hne?fsﬁthe C”‘Ea“‘“” or xefult of any A& | Comtrivers of them, they may be foon reformed o
:ﬁl’ oot TR R bythelike Affent of Parliamens, from whence
o  Kuiehton. an Erminent Hifiac they originally flwed. By their Authority. .
] - Knighton, an Eminent Hiftorian latel they originally By U " Ys
2 untelag, writes,  Quod ex antiguo Smmt,}; the Delays in our Pl'eas’,‘» (as the fame Au—
i < & Confuetudine landabili & approbata, Kc. thor fays) the Doubts, the Errors and Abu§ E
i & That by an Ancient Starute and Cuftom, fes of our Courts of Judicature are removed,

¢ laudable and approved, that no Man
~<«-could deny; the King was once a Year
“ to -convene his Lords and Commons to his

“ Court of Parliament, as to the higheft

< Court of the whole Realm. Iz gua om-
“ nis _Fquitas, e. In which Courz all
“ FEguity ought to fhine forth without the
¢¢ leaft Cloud or Shadow, like the Sun in.
“-its Meridian Glory; where Poor and
“ Rich refrefhed with Peace and Eafe of
“ their Oppreffions, may always find infal-
“ lible and fure Refuge and Succour, the

% Grievances of the Kingdom redrefs’d, andf’ '

““ the State of the King and Government

explained, corre@ed and reformed: They
ferve to fuggeft to the King the Methods
proper, as well to promote the Profperity
of the Nation, as to redrefs all its Grievan- =

«ces, whether in their Affairs of Government

at Home, or in their Concern with Foreign
States and Dominions Abroad, They are
the Guardians of the Liberties and Privi-
leges of the People, againft all Invafions
from any Quarter; a check to Infolent and
Licentious Miniflers, and a Terror to ambi~

tious and over-grown Statefimen ; are a De-

fence not only againft the Corruption of
thefe, but even againft the Fiokmse of a

. . . . ) " . . é,
“ of the Realm debated with wifer Coun- Prince aiming at Arbitrary Power : They ]
, | ifer Cor 4

« cils; the Domeftick and Foreign Encmies are the People’s Truftees for the difpofal of ]
aé _ ¥ Fortefeue de laudibus legum Angliz. ¢, 18, W

j* De’.’Eventibuswanglia %b. g, fil. 2681, Cobi 1 > %




s
B

M

(24)
their Money, for Examining into the Pub.
lick Accounts, and for maintaining the true
Intereft of the Kingdom; and {o long as
they duly difcharge thefe Trufts, it is im-
pradticable for any Prince, or Miniftry, to
overturn our Conflitution, or break through
it in any Material Inftances. |

~But if inftead of providing for the real
Neceflities and true Intereft of the Nation,
they wantonly throw away its Treafute in
Unneceflary and Deftructive Wars, or let
Officers fecurely Embezzle it without call-
ing them to Account; if, inftead of mode-
rating between the Prerogative of the Crown
and the Liberties of . the People, they
fhould entirely attach themfelves to the one
and negle& the other if under the {pecious

Pretence of Affe®ion to a Prince, they"
fhould fink into fo flavith a Compliance, as

to ftrike in with his Views of Arbitrary
Power, and fupport him in the Neceflary
Steps to obtain it; if they fhould prove
fuch bumble Creatures of a Miniftry, as fee-
ing them engag’d in Illegal, Corrupt, and
Ruinous Courfes, they fhould either juftify
their Condu&, or decline to examine into,
and punifh it as it deferves; if they thould
thus violate that Conftitution they ought
to preferve ; fufpend thofe  Libertses of the

People, they ought to guard; juftify that

Corruption they ought to Reform, and pa-
o tronize

( 25)

tronize thofe Guilty Perfons who ought to
be overwhelmed with their fevereft Cenfures,

the Cafe muft be miferable indeed, and then
may we juftly dread that Ruin, which that

great Statefman, Lord Burleigh, feem’d fo

apprehenfive of, viz. That England conld
hardly ever be ruined, but by ber own Pars
liaments. | S

But we are happy in thinking this is not
our Cafe, nor ever can be, without a uni-
verfal Corruption of the Nation ; an Evil,
from which the Particulars who compofe
it, muft fuffer fo much, that we have room
to hope it never may be. There is not a

‘more powerful Reftraint againfta Corrupt,

Wicked, or mean Adtion, than S aME,
but it has its Influence only on private Men,
and does not affe& Bodies: When Corrup-
tion becomes general, it ceafes to be Scan-
dalous ; it looks, almoft, with the Air of
Authority, and there are few, (tho’ infinite-
ly to be valued are thofe few) whofe Inte-
grity is Proof againft Temptations offer’d at

fuch a Junéture: So, that asa Calamity of]|

the Nature I have obferv’d, would, in all
probability, be without a Remedy, we are
to wifh it . may be for ever without a Pre-
cedent, N o .
As I have fhewn the Senfe of our An-
ceftors, concerning the Dignity, Ufé and
SRR B I ‘Free-
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Freedom of Parliaments, fo is it fuﬂ.icient
Encouragement for us to be careful .m«the
i Choice of our Reprefentatives, without
| , which Care, it will be impoffible for us to
o ’ preferve the Freedom of our »El_eé?zon.s?,- or to
. hope to obtain fuch Advantages in their
i Meeting for the Redrefs of Grievances, as
our judicious Hiftorians have pointed out

(27)
“ former Parliaments, that it fhall not be
“ in my default, if I am not in love with -
¢ Parliaments and call them often, and de-
“ fire to end my Life in that intercourfe
¢ between me and my People, for the ma-
« king of good Laws, reforming of fuch
‘¢ Abufes as I cannot well be informed of,
¢ but in Parliament, and for maintaining

e 4o us, | “ the good Government of the Common-
]‘ , . I proceed now to the }aﬁ ?‘eﬁ?ury"? WhereI- ; “ wealth. 7 o ,
b in ] ive the Opinion of King Fames 1. o ,

o - fl(f}h}z,fzil%_gand | l{/‘il!z"t[z)m T conce?ning Par- | King‘Cbz{rles L. was of the fame Opinion,
"‘ljaments and their Freedom. = when he faid, * “ The Law is the Inheri-
- ] | S « tance of every Subject, and the only Se-
e King Yames, in his firft Speech to his Par- §  « curity he can have for his Life, or Eftate,
W ~‘liament in England, fays, * ¢ Thatnot B , * and the which being negle@ted, or dif-
o B X2 only the Royal Prerogative, but thePeo- W = < efteemed, (under what {pecious {hew o~
. ¢« ple’s Security of Lands, Livings, and - € ever) a great Meafure of Infelicity, if
& ;¢ Privileges, were preferved and maintain- - ¢ not an irreparable Confufion, muft withe
kg by the Ancient Fundamental Laws, ““out doubt fall upon them.” It is well
E “¢ Privileges, and Cuftoms of this Realm ; known, ' that no Princes ever more tenaci-
il . '¢ and that by theabolifhing, or altering of oufly infifted on their Prerogatives, and an
wl .+ %« them, it was impoflible but that prefent Independency on Parliaments, than Fames
'« Confufion will fall upon the whole State and Charles the firft, L |

i : 66 and e of this Kingdom. . ‘ : o
IEEE an‘d Fram | 8 - S - And even our late Glorious Deliverer
T  And in his laft Speech to his Parliament, rom Arbitrary Power, King #illiam, inhis
i " he feems fenfible of his Error, for his difufe Declaration acknowledges, “That according
g ~ and contempt of Parliaments, viz. ¢ Iam “ to the Conftitution of the Englifh Go-
b ¢ fo defirous (fays he) to forget all Rentsin - Ea2 " “vernment,
o - “ former H

| ; - S X Declaration to all his Loving Subjedls, tv}fd. Exaét Col:
© . ¥ Pulton’s -Statutcs, Jacobi, eap. z. fol. 1153 lection of Pedaratmns, 2 28 35, .
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« vernment, and immemorial Cuftom, all
Eleftions for Parliament Men ought to
« be made with an entire Liberty, without
« any fort of Force, or requiring the Elec-
¢ tors to chufe fuch Perfons as fhall be na-
« med to them. S

And the A& of the firft of szllmm and
Mary, declaring the Rights and Liberties
of the Subje&, aflerts it to be a Fundamen-
tal Right, ¢ That Eletions of Members
« ought to be Free, and that a Violating

-« of this Freedom of Ele@ion of Members
<« to ferve in Parliament, is an endeavour

“ to fibvert and extirpate, the Religion, and
« the Laws, and the Liberties of the ng
¢ dom.

This has,~ indeed, been always' look’d up-‘

on as the Fundamental Security of the

Lives, Liberties, and Properties of the Sub-
‘je&: In this Opinion, the King and People

generally agree: For whenever Princes
have fet up for Arbitrary Power, and en-
ter’d into Meafures to fubvert the Conftiru-

" tion, they have endeavour’d to. pave their
‘way by the Invafion of this Right, which

has often caus’d a Jealoufy in'the People,

to prevent fuch Invafion, and.made them
- watchful againft it, and oppofe it to the ut-
,_mof’c leﬁ it mlght be attended with the
- very

(20)
very Confequences that fuch Prmces pro-
pofed e

- If ever therefore we fhould hve to fee
this Right invaded, then we may conclude
there is 2 Defign to fubvert the Conftituti-

on, and whoever may appear to have a

Hand in it, ought to be decemed an Enemy
to his Country, and confequently, every

‘Man who retains any Meafure of the Old
‘\Eﬂglzjlv Spirit, will treat him as fuch : For

to deftroy the Freedom of Elections, is (as

‘Mr. Locke fays) To cut up the Governmens
by the Roots, and as perfect a Declaration of

a Defign to fubvers the Canjiztutzan, asis pqﬂ'
ble to be met with.

' The late Archblfhop of Dublin’s Obfer- |
‘vation on the Freedom of Elettions is fo
‘beautiful, that I cannot omit quoting him;

« Whoever (fays he) knows the Conttitu-
<« tion of Ewngland muft obferve, That the

« Subje@s have no other Security for their

« Liberty, Property, and Lives, except

¢ the Intereft they havein choofing their
¢« own Reprefentatives in Parliament : This

« is the only Barrier they have againft the
- Encroachment of thesr Governourss take

N
ﬂ

¢ it away, - and they are as abfolute Slaves

“ 10 the King’s Will, and as miferable, as

< the Peafants in the moft A!?/blute Govern-,
& ment in. Enrope.

T here
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~There would, doubtlefs, be an End of
the Freedom of Elettions, when a Prince
interpofes in them : The Common People,
who living out of the Sight of Greatnefs,
live alfo without the Defire of it, and haye
no Ends to ferve but the Common Good,
would, ifleft to themfelves, hardly ever ery
in their Choice ; what Reafon tells us in
this Cafe, Experience, conftant Experience
«confirms : For if we fearch into the Hiftor

«of this Nation, we fhall find it true, That

our beft Parliaments have been the reful: of
- #he People's free Choice, and we have [carce
ever- fuffer'd from a Parliament, but when

their Right of Election has been invaded.

—

:.Pq:oP_le’s true Intereft, will never interpofe
his Authority, - to take away, or interrupt

thisFreedom : A Richard the Second, a Queen

Mary, or an Oliver Cromwell; aweak, ob-
Atinate, heady, and ambitious Prince, that
‘has. Defigns againft the Liberties of his Peo-
ple, like the firft; One, that like the fe-
-cond, forms Refolutions to fubvert the Re-
ligion -of his Country ; or, like the laft,
-Ufurps the Power he claims, and may there-
-fore ‘be fuppofed defirous of the utmoft he
<an . grafp, may perhaps, be «carried into

fuch an extraordinary Conduét, ' but it is

hardly

A wife, therefore, and a good Prince, |
who knows and purfues his own, and the |

< ed, will be a great derogation to the Ho-

(3r) ~
hardly to be conceived that amy othey

An eminent Writer in the Reign of Kiﬁg

Charles the firft, in a Letter to his Friends |
in the Houle of Commons, - reprefenting the |
- Grievancesof the Kingdom, has the follow- |

ing remarkable Obfervation. *< Parfiaments,
¢ in my time (fayshe) have been wont to
« take up fome fpace at the firft Meetings,

¢ to {ettle the Houfe, and to determine of |
« unlawful Elections, and in this point, they |

¢ never had greater caufe to be circumfpeét
« than at this Time: For by an Abufe late-
« ly crept in, there is introduced a Cuftom,
¢ which if itbe not forefeen, and prevent-

¢ nour, and a weakning to the Power of
¢ your Houfe. Where the Law giveth a
¢ Freedom to Corporations to ele& Burge/fes,
¢ and forbiddeth any indire® Courfe to be
¢ taken in their Ele&tions; many of the
¢ Corporations are 10 bafé minded and timo-
¢ rous, that they will not hazard the Indig-
¢ nation of a Lord Lieutenant’s Letter, who,
¢ underhand, fticks not to ‘threaten the

¢ with the Charge of a Musket, or a Horfe
“ ata Mutfter, if that he hath not the Elec-

-

¢ tion of the Burge[fes, and not they them-

- ¥ Annals of King CharlegI. p. 238. dun, Dom. 1627.
¢ And
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| < And comnibnly thofe that the Lords
| ¢ recommend, are fuch as defire it for Pyo-

| ¢ tettion, or are fo ignorant of the Place

§ < they ferve for, asthat there being occafion
{ ¢« to fpeak of the Corporation for which they
| ¢ are chofen, they have asked their Neigh-
| ¢ bours fitting by, Whether it were a Seg,
!V ¢ora Land 'Town? S

 Thefe were fome of the Grievances com-

plain’d of, in the beginning of the Reign of

* that unhappy Prince, and notwithftanding
i fuch Invafion of the Liberty of the Subjed;,
. asabove-mentioned, yet, had not his Mini-
‘. ftry dexterity enough to model a Parliament
- it for their Purpofes ; nay, {o careful were
- they to preferve the Old Conflitution entire,
- that they would not-fuffer the leaft Innova-

- tion on their Rights and Privikges, as you

- may perceive by the many Remonftrances

- publifh’d by the Houfe of Commons, at

- that time ; which wasthe Caufe of his Ma-

© jefty’s falling into fuch a diflike of Parlia-
- ments, that he called no more till the fatal

 Year 1640. during which recefs of twelve
- Years, the National Grievances were grown
- too great to be redrefs'd, or ‘the People’s

- Minds quieted, which produc’d the effe@ of
- the unnatural Rebellion which follow’d.

S Ifhall

(33)

I fhall conclude this Head with a Speech
fpoke in the Houfe of Lords by the Earl of
Mulgrave, in the Reign of King Charles the
Second, touching the Fieedom of Elections,
and Impartial Proceedings in Parliament,
which ought to be imprinted in the Heart of
every Ele&or, for their Government in the
Choice of their Reprefentatives.

- My Lords; ot

HIS Debate is of fo great Confes

quence, that I refolv’d to be filent;
and rather to be advifed by the Ability of
others, than to fhew my own want of it;
befides, itis of fo nice a Nature, that I, who
fpeak always unpremeditately, apprehend
extremely, {aying any thing which may be
thought the leaft refleCting ; tho’ even that,
ought not toreftrain a Man here from doing
one’s Duty to the Publick, in a Bufineis
where it feems to be fo highly concerned.

I have always heard, I have always read,,
that Foreign Nations, and all this Part of
the World, have admired and envied -the
Conftitution of this Government. For not

to fpeak of the King’s Power, here is an

Houfe of Lords to advife him on all impor-

tant Qccafions, about Peace or War; about

F : | all

R



~ Your Lordfhips.

( 34)

all Things that may concern the Nation ;

the Care of which is very much intrufted to
But yet, becaufe your
Lordihips cannot be fo converfant with
the Generality of the People, nor fo con-
frantly in the Country, as is neceflary for
that purpofe, here is an Houfe of Commons

alio chofen by the very Pesple themfelves,
newly come from -among them, or thould

be 19, to repreient all their Grievances, to
exprels the true Mind of the Nation, and

to difpole of their Money, at leaft, fo far

as to begin all Bills of that Nature; and if

I am not miftaken, the very Writ for E-

le¢tions, fent down to the Sheriffs, doesim-
power themto choofe; What? Their Re-
preftntatives. ‘ o

Now, my Lords, I befeech you to con-

fider the Meaning of that Word Reprefenta-
zrves Isit to do any thing contrary to their
Mind ? It would be abfurd to propofe it:
And yet how can it be otherwife, if they,
after being chofen, change their Dependen-
¢y, engage themfelves in Employments,
vlainly inconfiftent with that great Truft
repofed in them? And that I will take the
Liberty to demonftrate to your Lordfhips
they now do, at leaft according to my hum-
ble Opinion. e SRR

I will

i"
i

( 35)

T will inftance, Firft, the*leaf”c and low-

eft Incapacity they muft be under, who fo
take Employments.

Your Lofdfhips know but too well what
a general Careleflnefs there appears every

Day more and more in the publick Bufi-

nefs; if fo, how is it likely that Men

thould be as diligent in their Duty in Par-

liament, as that Bufinefs requires, where
Employments, and a great deal of other Bu-
finefs, fhall take up both their Minds and
their Time? : : |

But then in fome Cafes it is worfe; as
in Commands of the Army, and other Em-
ployments of that Kind, when they muft
have a divided Duty: For it does admiral-
ly become an Officer to fit Voting away

 Money in the Houfé of Commons, while his
‘Soldiers are, perhaps, taking it away at

their Quarters, for want of his Prefence to
reftrain them, and of better Difcipline a-
mong them; nay, perhaps his T'roops; or

 Regiment, may be in fome Action Abroad,

and he muft either have the Shame of be-

ing abfent from them at fuch a Time, or

from that Houfe where he is intrufted with
our Liberties. T

F % o To
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To this T have heard but one Objeftion
by a noble Lord; That if this A& fhould

pals, the King is not allow’d to make a’
Gaptain a Colonel, without difabling him

to {it in Parliament.

Truly, if a Captain has only deferved to
be advanced for expofing him{elf in Parlia-
ment, I think the Nation would have no

great Lofs in the King’s letting alone fuch

a Preferment.

‘But, my Lords, there is another fort of
Incapacity worfe than this, I mean of Pay-
liament- Men having fuch Places in the Ex-
chequer, as the very Profit of them depends
on the Money given to the King in Parlia-
ment. Would any of your Lordfhips fend

~ and intruft a Man to make a Bargain for

you, whofe very Intereft fhall be to make
yougive as much as he can poffibly ?

It puts me in mind of a Farce, where an |

Aéor holds a Dialogue with himfelf, {peak-
ing firft in one Tong? and then anfwering

~ himfelf in another.

Really, my Lords, thisis no Farce, for
itis no laughing Matter to undo a Nation :
But ’tisaltogether as unnatural for a Mem-

‘ber of Parliament to ask firft in the King’s

5 Name

(37)

Name for fuch a fort of Sapply; give an

Account from him how much is needful to-
wards the paying fuch an Army, or fuch a
Fleet, and then immediately give, by his
ready Vote, what he had hefore asked by
his Mafter’s Order. o

Befides, fny Lords, there is fuch‘ a Ne-r-k

ceflity now for long Seflions of Parliaments,
and the very Privileges belonging to Mem-
bers are of {0 great Extent, that it would
bea little hard and unequal to other Gen-

tl%men, that they thould have all the Places
allo. » | ~

~All the Objections that have been made,
. may be reduc’d to thefe; | |

Firft, *'Tis told us, That *tis a difrefped

to the King, that his Servants, or Officers,
dhould be excluded.

~ To this, I defire it may be confidered,
- That ’tis in this Cafe, as when a Tenant

fends up any Body to Trreat for him ; would

any of your Lordfhips think it a difrefpe@,

nay, would the King himfelf think it any,
if the Tenant would not wholly refer him-
{elf to one of your own Servants, or the
King’s Commiffioners, in the Cafe of the
Crown? Andif he chufes rather fome plain
and honeft Friend of his own, to fupply

I | - his
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his Abfence here, will any blame fuch a
Proceeding, or think it unmannerly?

* Befides, your Lordihips khow, even this
A& admits them to be:chofen, gotwith_
ftanding their Employments, provided the
EleGtors know it firft, and are not dec¢1ved
in their .Choice. =

Avll‘ we would prevent, is, That a good
rich Corporation fhould not chufe to. intruft

with all their Liberties, a plain, honeff,

Country Neighbour, and find him within fix
Months changd into a preferr’d,. cunming
Courtier ; who fhall tye them to theirChoice,

tho’ he is no more the fame Man, than |

if he were turn’d Papiff; which gy the

Law, as it ftands already, putsan Incapa-_

city upon him, -

Another Objectionis, That this A& may,
- by its Confequence, prolong this Parliament,
which they allow, would be a very great
Grievance ; and yet fuppofe the King capa-

ble of putting itupon us; which I have too
much l;efpc& for him to admit of: Tho’ I

am glad, however, that'it is objeted by
Privy-Counfellors in Favour, who, confé-

quently, IThope, will never advife a ‘Thing )
which they now exclaim againft, as {0 great

a. Grievance, -

But,

(39)

But, pray my Lords, What thould tempt

the King to {o'ill 4 Policy ? Can he fear
Freedom of Choice in the People, to whofe
good Will he owes all his Power, which

thefe Lords fuppofe he may ufe to their

Prejudice ?

And therefore give me leave to fay, as I

muft not fufpe@ him of {6 ill 2 Defign, as .

the perpetunating this Parliament, fo he can
not, he ought not to fufpeét a Nation, fo
entirely, I was going tofay, fo fondly, de-
voted to him. S o

My Lords, no Man is readier than my
felf to-allow, That we owe the Crown all
Submiflion, as to the Time of calling Pgr-
liaments according to Law, and appointing
alfo where they fhall fit. ~ But wish Reve-
rence beit fpoken, the King owes the Na-
tion entire Freedom in chufing their Re-
prefentatives ; and it is no lefs his Duty,

than ’tis his. true Intereft, that {uch a fair

and juft Proceeding fhould be ufed towards
s, oo

_ Confider, my Lords, of what mighty
Confequence it may be, that fo many Votes
fhould be Free, ‘when upon one JSimgle One,
may depend the whole Security or Lofs of
the Nation : By one Jingle Vote fach Things
S may
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may happen, that I almoft tremble to think,
By One fingle Vote a General Excife may be

granted, and then we are all loff : By one fingle

Vote, the Crown may be impowered to
name all the Commiffioners for raifing the
Taxes, and then furely we fhould be ina
fair only way towards it. ‘

Nay, whatever has Happened, mniay a-

- gain beapprehended ; and I hope thofe Re<

verend Prelates will reflett, That if they
grow once obnoxious to a prevalent Party,
one fingle Foice may be as dangerous to that
Bench, as a general Diffatisfaétion among

- the People proved to beonce in a late Ex-

perience; which I am far from faying by
way of Threatning, but by way of Caution.

My Lords, We may think, becaufe this
concerns not the Houfe of Lords, that we
need not be fo over careful of the Matter:
But there are Noblemen in France, at leaft
fuch as were {o before they were Enflav’d,

- who, that they might domineer over others,

and ferve a prefent Turn, perhaps let all

- Things alone fo long, till the Peaple were
quite Mafter’d, and the Nobility themfelv.'es _

too, to bear them Company.

So that I never met a Frenchman, eveti
of the greateft Rank, (and fome-had Ten

that

(41) |
that did not envy us here, for our Fyeedon,
from that Slavery which they groan under.
And this I have obferved univerfally, ex-
cept juft Monfieur Colbers, or fuch People
Becaule they were the Minifters themfelves

who occafion’d thefe Complaints, and thrivd

by the Oppreffion of others.

- My Lords, This Country of ours is very
apt to be provok’d; we have had a late
Experience of it: And tho’ no wife Man,
but would bear a great deal,” rather than
make a Buftle, yet really the People are
otherwife, and at any time change a pre-
fent Uneafinefs for any other Condition,
tho’a worfe : We have known it 1o 7e0 often,
and fometimes repented it zoo late.

Let them not have this new Provocation,
in being debarr’d from a Security in their
Reprefentatives: For malicious People will
not fail to infufe into their Minds, that all
thofe vaft Sums which have been, and ftill
muft be raifed towards this War, are not

| difpofed away in o fair 2 Manner as it

ought to be: And Iam afraid they
will fay, Their Money is not Given, but
Token. o

However, whatever Succefs this Bill may

| have, there muft needs come fome good

| Effedt of it: For if it Paffis, it will give

G us
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us Security, if it be Obfiructed, it will give
us Warning. "

‘1 fhall now proceed, with all poffible

brevity, to give fome Inftances, wherein
this valuable Freedom has been invaded,
and fhew the fatal Confequences which have
attended thofe Princes whohave attempted

- {uch Invafion. .

ISTOR Y affords many Inﬁanc'es

how various have been the Inftruments

made ufe of, arnd as varicus too are the
Means employ’d for this End; but I fhall -

take notice only of thofe, which our
mifled Princes themielves, or fuch who have
poflefs’d themfelves of their Power, have
actually ufed, or attempted to ufe, for the
_carrying on their Deftructive Purpofes; and
ihall begin with the Reign of Richard the
Second, who pufh’d on by the fordid Flatte-
vy, and corvupt Suggeftions of his Ambitions
Favonrites, proceeded to violent Ruptures

with the Nobility and Gentry of the Realm, |

who oppofed the Male Adminiftration of
thofe publick Enemies to the Peace and

‘Happinefs of the Kingdom: He, to make |

himfelf Abfolute, and crufh thofe Noble Per-
fons who oppofed his Schemes, and to have
a Parliament which might.fupport him in

thofe Meafures, {ummoned all the Sheriffs
| of

(43 )

of England to Nottingham Caftle, enjoining
them to fuffer no Knight to be Elecied in ther
Shires, but whom the King and his Council
fhould have approved and chofe. But his In-
un&ion met with an unanimous Refufal
from the Sheriffs, who not complying at
that time, which was the cleventh Year
of his Reign, but infifting on the Commons
Right of having Fice Lletions, they were
difmifs’d. |

~ Finding therefore this Method then Im-
pralicable, he took another, and prefently
after, iffuing out Writs to the Sheriffs, to
ele& Kuights and Burgeffes for ‘Parliament,
he inferted this firange and unufual Claufe
in them, That they fhould choofe fuch
Men as were in Debatis modernis magis in-
differentes; a Claufe which his Council re-
prefented to him, and the King himfelf in
New Writs iffu'd out afterwards to fuper-
fede the former, on a general Complaint of
the People, acknowledged to be #legal, con-
trary to the Form of Election ufed from An-
cient Times, and a Violation of the Liberties of
the Lords and Commons of the Kingdom,

which they bad always enjoyed till that Time.

Notwithftanding all this, his Favonrifes,
to skreen themfelves from the juft Refent-

ment of the Nation, prevail’d with him to

break through this Ancient Form of Election
Ga and
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and Liberties of the Lovds and Commons, and
(as mention’d in the nineteenth Article ex.
hibited againft him at his being deposd)

< To fend his Commands very often 10 his
““ Sheriffs to veturn certain Perfons named
< by bumfelf, as Knights of Shiresto fit in bis

« Parligmen:s ; which Knigh‘ts'being his
“ Pavourites, he might lead, as he had of-
“ ten done; fometimes by various Threars

“ and Zerrers, and fometimes by Gifts, to

“ confent to fuch Things as were prejudi-
“ cial. to the Kingdom, and exceeding

¢ Burdenfome and Oppreflive to the Peo-

“ ple.

Another remarkable Inftance of fuch an
- Invafion ofthis Freedom, which cannot be

fufficiently wonder’d at, was in the Reign
of Henry the Fourth, one of the moft Po-
litick Princes that has fate upon the Throne

- of England, which makes it more amazing

how he fhould be guilty of fuch a Step, as
confider’d in all its Circumftances, is per-
fe€tly unaccountable: He had been witnefs
to the Clamours rais’d againft Richard 11.
for inferting in the Writ for 2 New Parlia-
ment, a Claufe 1o gentle, and in appearance
fo inoffenfive, asThat Perfons who were in-
Z;fz‘fﬁermzf in the “Difputes of that Time [hould
se chofe :

greatly

He had feen this, and other Jiz--
wvafions of the Freedom of Elections, contribute

(45)
oreatly to that univerfal Difaffe@ion of the
People, which ended in the Ruin of that
Prince, and wasalledg’d as a Ground for
his being depos’d : He knew this, and yet,
whether there is any Witcheraft in an #)
Zitle, to puta Man on violent Meafures,
in the Exercife of the Power he has feizd,
or whether any ftrong Paffion got the bet-
ter of his Judgment, and hurried him on
to run the hazard of lofing that Favour of
the Pegple, to whom he ow’d his Crown,
he fell into the like Meafures with thote

“his Predeceflor had been deposd for: For

Baker tells us in his Chronicle, « That in
“ the fixth Year of his Reign, he called a
“ Parliament at Coventryfand fent Procef; to

““ theSheriffs to choofe none that had anyKnow-

“ ledge of the Laws.” And Walfingham fays,
“ That the King Commanded to add a
“ Claufe to the #rit of Summons to a
“ Parliament, That no Lawyer fhould be ye-
¢ turned.” But, as to the Particulaas of the
Writ be is miftaken, there being no fuch
Claufe in it ; however, it is (in what would

- produce the very fame Effe®) in the
King’s - Letters Patents, or Proclamation
Jfor calling the Parliament #1do not, indeed,

find any Complaint thereof in that Parlia-

‘#ent 5 but how could it be expeded, that

thofe who fate there, by virtue of fuch .
legal Returns, or unfair Practices, thould ei-
ther complain of them, or cenfure the Steps

which

5
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which occafion’d them. In the next Parlia-

ment, however, in the Seventh Year of his
Reign, the Commons made a grievousCom-

plaint, for being interrupted in their Free

Elections, by Means and Encouragement

of this Precept of the King; and this Com-

plaint produc’d the A& of 7 HenrylV. c.
15. For Securing the Freedom of Elections,
notwithflanding any Prayer, or Command to
the contrary ; 1. e. as Lord Coke interprets

it, ¢ They were to be made without any

« Commandment of the King, by W7t or
“ gtherwife, or of any other.” Herein ex-
prefly prohibiting the Crown giving any
Dire&ions in a Proclamation, or any other
Manner, either as to the Choofing or Rejec?-
ing of Perfons who fhall appear as Candidates
at an Eleltion.

And when that weak, eafic Prince, Henry
‘the Sixth, who was always led by his Fa-
wonrites, and made ufe of by his Corrupt
- Minifters, as aTool, to gratify their Paflions

and ferve their Interefts, did, * In Compli-
« .ance ¥ with the Importunity of thofe Se-

« ditious, and Evil difpos’d Perfons, ha-
“ ying no regard to the Dread of God, nor
< to the Damage of the Profperous Eftate

« of the King, nor his Realm, fummon a
« Parliament at Coventry in the thirticth

“ Year

# Vid. A& 39 Hon. VI cap. 1.

(47)

“ ‘Year of his Reign, for no better an End,
“ than to deftroy certain of the Great Np-
“ bles, faithful and lawful Lords, and E-
< ftates of the King’s Blood, and other of
« the faithful liege People of the Realm of
« England, for the great Rancour, Hatred
¢ and Malice, which the faid Sedstions Per-
“ fons of long time have had againft them,
“ and of their greedy, infatiable Covetoui-
“ nefs, to have the Lands, Hereditaments,
« Pofleflions, Offices, and Goods of the faid
“ Lords, and faithful liege People.” He
“took Meafures as difhogeft as thefe Views
to attain them.

It is natural to imagine, that unlefs the
whole Nation was as corrupt as his Minifters,
he could not eafily, in cafe of a Free Elec-
tion, find a Parliament that would fupport
them in fuch Things: He was therefore ne-
ceflitated, in the purfuit of them, to wi-
late this Freedom of Elections : For, as the
fame A& further fays, < A great part of
“ the Knights, for divers Counti¢s of the

“ Realm, and many Burgeffes and Citizens,

“ for divers Boroughs and Cities, were name-

“ ed, returned, and accepted, fome of them

“ without due and free Election, fome of
“ them without any Eleition, againft the
‘“ Courle of the King’s Laws, and the Li=
* berties of the Commons of this Realm,

o ¢ by
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“ by the Means and Labours of the faid
‘- Seditions Perfons. |

It can’t be expeéted, that fuch a pack’d
Aflembly as this, (for I know not how to
call it a Parliament) was likely to advance
cither the King’s Welfare, or the Good of
the Kingdom ; and accordingly we find
few of their Aéts were made for this End.
¢ Though (as the above-recited At further

“ fays)greater part of the Statutes and Or- .

“ dinances made therein, being labour’d by
¢ the Conipiracy, Procurement, and Exci-
- tation of the faid Ewvil difpofed Perfons,
-« for the accomplithment of their Rancour,
““.and gmordinate Covetonfnefs, and againft
“ all good Faith and Confcience, finally to
“ deftroy the faid lawful Lords, Eftates,

- “ and liege People, ‘and their Iflues, as

“ well Innocents as -other, and their Heirs
¢ for ever.” It is certain, that Aés of
fuch a Nature, by what Authority f{oever
made, ought to be reverfed and annulled,

as thofe of this Parliament were by the -

nextin 39 Henry VI.  But there appeared
fuch a Defect in the Conftitution of this Par-
liament, that the following was not content
with the revoking its Ads, but to diftin~
guifh- it with more particular Marks of Ab-
horrence, Declared it to be void, and holden
 for no Parliament. R

Thefe
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Thefe are fome flagrant Inftances where-
in our Princes have broke in upon the Peo-
ple’s Right, of Freedom of Elections, as well
as of the Means whereby they have effeéted
it: The Ends they have had in view, in
thefe Steps, tend aslittle to the Honour of
the Prince, as the Quiet of the People; and
as the latter, frém the foregoing Account,
have Reafon to guard againft fuch Innova-
tions, the former have but poor Encourage-
ment to repeat them; as appears by the
fatal Confequencesattending the Authors of
fuch Innovations. =~ - .

And firff, let us review the Fate of
Richard the Second, who had abundant
Reafons to repent of his Arbitrary Proceed-
ings, and Invafion of the Freedom of Elec-

tions; for as it made a great Article and
Ground of his being depos'd, fo wasit at-

tended with fuch Difeontents in the Nation,
as made his own Followers and Troops defert

him, which enabled HenryIV. to feize, and
mount the Throne without Bloodthed, and

almoft without Oppofition: An Event,
which was foon follow’d with the Death of

| King Richard ; tho’ it had more lafting ill

Confequences to the Nation, by laying the
Foundation of a Difputed Succeflion, which
involv’d it in all the Calamities and Mife-
ries of a Civsl War, and was not ended but

with
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Chofen, and lawfully Returned, ‘and with-

( 50)
with the Death of fome hundred Thoufands
of our Countrymen, and the Lofs of more
of the Blood of our Princes and Nobility,
than all the Wars of France had fhed ; all

which might have been prevented, had not |

King Richard adherd tenacioufly to the
pernicious Council of his Ambitions Minifters,
but had made the Laws of the Land, (as
preferv’d inviolably by his Anceftors) the

Rule of his A&tions.

And in the Cafe of Henry the Fourth,
the A& fays, « That from his foremention’d
“ Practice, many great Feopardies, Enormi-
<< ties, and Inconveniencies, well nigh to the
<« Ruin, Decay, and univer(al Subverfion of
< the (#id Realm have enfued ; > and Hifto-
1ty informs us, That hereupon burft out
the Flame of the Civil War, which ended
in the Ruin of Hemry the Sixth, his Son,
Prince Edward, and the greateft part of his
Adherents. -

When Queen Mary wanted a Parliament §

to join with her, in the Extirpation of our
Relygion, The made ufe of Threats, to force

‘the People into the Choice of fuch Perfons | |

‘as were fit for her Purpofe ; and when that
was not fufficient, ,fhe Arbitrarily and Ille-
gally excluded Members that were orderly

ou
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out any Order of Law, placed others in
their Stead.” But what was the Confe-
quence of this Parliament ? Why, ’tis true,

by getting fuch a Parliament to her Purpofe,

fhe well nigh attained her End ; She abo-
lifhed the Reformation here, but it was on-
ly for a Time; for the died before fhe
could utterly extirpate it; fhe diedafter an
uncaly Life, for Grief, occafioned by the
Lofs of Calass, and of all the Territories
left to the Englifh in France, which they
had enjoy’d for 200 Years fucceflively; a
Lofs! which the Kingdom owes to st
very Parliament, which projected and au-
thorized the Spanifb Match, fubjetted the
Kingdom to a Foreign Prince, and thereby
expos'd it to the certain Danger of being
engag’d in Expenfive Wars, for the [ake of
his Foreign Dominions, as we found it in the
Event; an Event! that ought never to
have been forgotten, becaufe it can never
be enough lamented by us. -

Such have been the Confequences of vi-

olating this invaluable Right of the Free-
dom of Eletions! a Violation! that every

Lover of his Country muft abhor; That
no Prince, who has a regard for Juftice,
would commit, and zo Subjec?, that has

‘;he true Spirit of an Emglifbman, could
bear. .

Ha2 I come
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. T come next to confider the Qualifica-
tions requifite for Perfons to be eletted in-
to fo Important a Truft. |

T was a frequent faying of that able
Statefman, Lord Treafurer Burleigh, (as

" before obferv'd) That England conld bardly

“ever be rumd but by ber own Parliaments.
An Opinion, whichas it is perfectly agree-

able to our Experience, is founded like-

wife on Reafons weighty enough to have
it univerfally embrac’d : For it is {from this
Aflembly of Perfons, from every Part of
the Kingdom, that a Prince learns the true
State and Condition of it. By their Ad-
vice and Affent, he enalts Laws for the
Common Good, ferving as well for a Di-
reftion to his own Conduét, as a forcible
Obligation on that of his People : And as
it is a Maxim in Law, That the King can do
‘no Wiong, foitis founded on this Reafon,
That if any be committed, his Mimiffers
only, are anfwerable for it. Every Error
in the Prince, is fuppofed to be owing to
the Falfé Reprefentations, or Ewil Suggefti-
ons of his Corrupt Minifters, o

To guard againft fuch Miftakes in the
Prince, and to punith fuch Corruption in
- his Minifters, as well as to prevent, or re-
S 4 medy;
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medy, the Evils flowing from both, is the
Bufinefs of a Parliament ; That Great Coyp
cil of the Nation! A Council! which we
ought to hope were infallible; but fince
that is a Perfetion denied to human Na-
ture, we ought to exert our Endeavours to
have it compofed of Members, whofe Views
and Methods of Life, whofe Principles,
Temper, and Underftanding, whofe Inte-
grity and Publick Spirit might add a Re-

putation to the Authority of that Body,

and advance its Councils and Refolutions as
near Infallibility as poflible. -

This, the Prince, who is to receive Ad-

v'v»ice from it, ought to with for, at leaft, as
much as the People ; for it is his Intereft

equally with theirs; and therefore, unlefs

‘he is weak enough to Miftake, in fo mate-

rial a Point, or has Views, inconfiftent with

the Good of the Nation, he can never be fe-

duced into any Meafures contrary to {o defi-

rable anEnd; an End! which nothing can

advance {0 much, as the People’s being left

entively to a free Choice of their Reprefenta-

tives.,

A King, who is entrufted with the high-
‘eft Power in a State, lies under the higheft
‘Obligations to ufe it well; and is infinite- -
‘!y"concerned, in point of Intereft, to raife
in his People an Qpinion that he does fo :

And
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And as nothing will deftroy this more effec-
tually than the Invafion of a Right they
are {o juftly fondof; thofe Miniflers, who
for fecuring to themfelves the Poffeffion of a

Power they do not deferve, fhall advife

him to Diretions of this kind;do but ill
confult his Service; when they are fure to
give the People a Jealoufy of his Defigns ;
for extraordinary Steps are feldom taken to
no Purpefé, and illegal Meafures can only
tend to dlegal Ends. _, -

T fhall reduce what further Advice I
have to give the Eleftors, to this general
Head, of not accepring a Bribe.  If it was
poilible to prevent my Country-men from
opening their Hands to {o bafe an Offer, 'tis
impoffible to think, but that we fhould
have happy Times. 1t would be as impoffi-
ble not to have a good Houfe of Commons,

- as it would be for fuch an Houfe to encreafe
our Miferies, or not endeavour to remedy
them: If Brisery could have no Force, it
would ‘be unreafonable to imagine, that
any of our late Members, who ftand mark’d
with Infamy, fhould be return’d again.

*“As to fuch Candidates who have already
ferv’d in Parliament, the Ele&ors may ¢3-
fily be inform’d what their Condué has
been; and can judge, whether it be, or be

not agreeable'to them ; and as to others,

they
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they muft, as well as they-can, learn theis
general Gharacter and way of T‘hinking?
and likewife theirsby whom they fhall h\ap:
pen to be recommended : And they hairt:
alfo a Right to know from the Candidates
themlielves, their Opinion of fuch Publick
Matters, as may probably come under the
Confideration of the next Parliament.

There .are;many H_eads, on which Elec-
tors may interrogate their Candidates ; but

- none, I think, -of greater Importance than
their Opinion in relation to the late E x.

cisEBiLy, the AQ forSEpTENNIATL
PARLIAMENTS, ¢&¢ and to infift on
their Promife to ufe their utmoft Endea-
vours for re-eftablithing Triennial Pariss.
ments, which we obtain’d by an A& in the
Sixth Year of the Reign of our Glorious De.
liverer, King William the Third. 11y, if

we could fuppofe that Bribery had no In-

fluence, it would be impoflible that the

People thould not remedy themfelves, when

they have it in their Power, and feem
fenfible of doing it now or never. If then
we fhould have a bad-Honfe of Commons,
it muft be owing to Bribery, and, no doubrt,.

‘but Bribery will fupport it.

It behbires-theréforé, every »Lov*ert of .hfs
Country, ‘every Friend to its Liberties, to
oppofe evary Eledion of Perfons not qua-

lifyd,
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lify’d, as above: For can it be fappofed,
that a Man of fmall Eftate; a Numerous
Family, and a Confiderable Employment,will

ftand the fiery Tryal of Temptation? When

Poverty ftares him in the Face, and even
the noble Paffions of Love and Fatherly
Tendernefs, fhall ftrongly follicit him to
give up his Confcience? Can thofe Men
be fuppos’d to protet the Liberties of the
People, who are perpetually in fear of the
Frowns of an Ambitions haughty Minifter 2
Can fuch Men be thought fparing of the
Nation’s Money, who muft ftarve them-
felves, if they do not profufely fquander it ?
'There is no more than a bare poffibility,
that fuch Men’s Virtue will triumph over
their Neceflity, but there is abfolutely an
Impoflibility, that the Ele&ors thould be
‘thought #¢in the Choice of fuch Men. -

Therefore he who holds any confiderable
‘Office during Pleafure, cannot be deem’d
a proper Perfon to reprefent any part of a
Free People, becaufe, fuch Men muft be un-
grateful to their Benefaors,  before they
canbe True to their Principals. S

If we review Hiftory, we fhall find, that
fince Bribery and Corruption became fo
powerful, all Attempts againft our Confti-
tution have been carry’d on by Cosrtiers, in
-the Houfe of Commons: How few Inftan-

. ces

(57)

ces have we of Men, who havé refifted the
Torrent to the Lofs of a Good Place?
And where this wonderful Virtue has ap-
pear’d, Have not Ewil Minifters always
made Examples of fuch refty Dependants, and:
turn’d them out of Office the very day they
voted contrary to Command? Let the Elec-
tors therefore confider, That the Bible is in
all their Hands, wherein they may read,
That no Man can ferve two Maflers.

But then, if the Majority of the Houfe-
fhould confift of Officers, Where would be
the Hopes of punithing the Evil Minifter 2
If the Perfons who ought to be the Accu-
fers are not only Guilty, but even thrive
by the Prefervation of the Criminal : Where
then is that Awe upon Ambition, flowing
from the Refentment of fo powerful a Bo-
dy? Will not the Cowurtiers in the Houfe
take the Alarm, thinking themfelves en-
gag/d in Honour, as well as Intereft, to
bring him off, not knowing how foon it
might be theirown Cafe? Indeed, if fuch
a Majority fhould get place, we have no-
thing to expeét but Poverty and Slavery

from fuch a Fraternity, who will have -

their own Common Caufe to plead, in op-
pofition to that of the Publick, and muft
be oblig’d to fave one another, for the Se-
carity of themfelves. And as a very emi-
nent Author lately Iobﬁe.rv’d, “ That when-
e ' ¢ ever
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«« pver the Majority of the Houfe of Commons
« fhall be compofed of the Dependants on
¢« the Crown, the Liberties of Great Britain

“ can fubfit only DURANTE BENE §

¢« PrLaciTo.

I fhall conclude thisHead with fome Ob-

fervations on Honour, being a Neceflary
Qualification for Candidates at the enfuing
- Eleétion, from, a Letter to the Houfe of
Commons, Ann. 1627, .

¢ Trajanus commended Plutarch for his

- ¢ Precepts in School, when he taught, that

¢ Men fhould labour to deferve Honour,

¢but avoid the getting of it bafely;

“for if it were Reputation to have it

¢ by Defert, it were Infamy to buy it for
¢ Money. *

¢ Honour is not to be valued according to

¢ the vulgar Opinion of Men, but efteem-
“ed as the Sirname of Virtue, ingendered
“in the Mind ; and fach Honour no King
‘can give, or Money purchafe. He that
“ will ftrive to be more Honourable than o-
“ thers, muft abandon Paffion, Pride, and
¢ Arrogancy 5 that {o his Firtue may fhine
¢ above others. For Honour confifts not
¢ i the Title of a Lord, butin the Opini-
¢ on People have of his Virtue; for it is
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< much more Honour to deferve, and not
¢ to have it, than to have it, and not de-
¢ ferve it.

¢ The true Honour amongft the Honou-
¢ rableft, is, where Fortune cafts down,
¢ where there is no Fault; butitis Iufamy
¢ where Fortune raifeth, where there is no
¢ Merit.

¢ Examine. the State and Condition of
¢ Men raifed to Honour thefe Twenty five

¢ Years paft, and whether it be Deferr, Fa-

¢ wvour, or Power, that hath preferred them ?

¢ Enter into the Mifchief the Kingdom
¢ hath fuffered, and doth fuffer by it, and
¢ the Caufe of his Majefty’s great Wants
¢ will {foon appear, if you colleét with your
¢ felves, how many hungry Courtiers have
“ been railed to the higheft top of Honour.

" The next Thing that is eflentially ne-

ceflary to the Being of Parliaments, is Liz-
berty of Speech in the Houfe, without which
they have but-little Force or Power ; Speech,
(as the aforemention’d Author obferves) be-
gets Doubts and refolves them, and Doubts
in Speeches begets Underftanding ; he that
doubts much asketh often and learns much,
. I2 and
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and he that fears the worft, fooneft prevents
a Mifchief,

¢ If Freedom of Speech fhould be pro-
¢ hibited ,
“ make repetition of the Grievances and
¢ Enormities of the Kingdom ; when
¢ Men fhall defire Reformation of W#romgs

¢ and Injzm'es committed, and have no re-

- ¢ lation of Evil Thoughts to his Majetty,

* but with open Heart and Zeal, exprefs
“ their dutiful and reverend Refpe& to him
¢ and his Service; I fay, if this kind of Li-
 berty of Speech, be not allow’d in Time of
* Parliaments, they will extend no further
¢ than to Quarter Seffions, and their Meer~
“ ings and Affemblies will be nnneceflary ;
* for all Means of Diforder new crept in,
“and all Remedies and Redreffes, will be
¢ quite taken away. T

¢ Asitis no Manners to conteft with the
¢ King in his Ele&ion of Counfellors and
¢ Servants, (for Kings obey no Men but

¢ their Laws) {o were it a great Negligence

* and part of T'reafon, for a Subje not to be
¢ Free in Speech, againft the Abufes, Wrongs,
“and Cffences that may be occafioned by
* Peifons in Authority. “What Remedy can
¢ be expe@ted from a Prince to the Subjed,
¢ if the Enormiries of his Kingdom be cons
® cealed from him ? Or what King, fo Re-

| ) ¢ ligious

] |

when Men with Modefty
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¢ ligious or Juft in his own Nature, that
¢ may not hazard the Lofs of the Hearts of
¢ his Subjedts, without this Liberty of Speech
<in Parliament 2 For fuch is the Misfortune
< of moft Princes, and fuch is the Unbappi-
¢ nefs of Subjects where Kings Affe@ions are
< fettled, and their Loves fo far tranfported

¢ to promote their Servants, as they only

¢ Truft and Credit what they thall inform.
¢ In this Cafe,What Subject dares complain ?
“Or what Subje& dares contradi&t the
¢ Words or Aétions of fuch a Servant, if it

¢ be not warranted by Freedom of a Parlia-

¢ ment, they {peaking with Humility ? For
¢ nothing obtaineth Favour with a King fo
“much as diligent Obedience.

. The fureft and fz;feﬂ Way between the
“King and his People, which hath leaft
¢ Scandal of Partiality, is with Indifference;

* with Integrity, and Sincerity, to examine

¢ the Grievances of the Kingdom, without
¢ touching upon the Perfon of any Man,

¢ farther than the Caufe giveth occafion.

¢ For otherwife, you fhall conteft with him
¢ that hath the Prince’s Ears open, to heark-

| “ento his inchanting 'Tongue : He informs

¢ Secretly, when you fhall not be admitted
¢ to Excufes s He will caft your deferved M-
“ lice againft Him, to your Contempt againfs
£.the King, and fecking to leffen his Authority d,z
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«and fo will make the Prince the Shield of

“ bis Revenge. L .

¢ Thefe arethe finifter Practices of fuch -
< Servants, to deceive theirSovereigns, when -
- ¢ our Grievances thall be authentically pro-
¢ ved, and made manifeft to the World, by

< your Pains to Examine, and Freedom to
¢ Speak. No Prince can be {o affeGtionate
¢ to a Servant, or fuch an Enemy to him-
¢ {elf, as not toadmit of this Indifferent Pro-
< ceeding : If his Services be allowable and
¢ good, they willappear with Glory; if bad,
¢ your Labour fhall deferve Thanks, both
¢ of Prince and Country. |

‘When Juftice fhall thﬁs thine, PeopIe'

will be animated to ferve their King with
Integrity : For they are naturally inclined
to imitate Princes in good and bad. The
Words of Cicero will then appear, That ma-

licious and evil Men make Princes poor, and

one Perfect Good Man is able to make a Nation

¢ for there is no wife Man that {peaks, but

« knows what and when to fpeak, and how

« to hold his Peace. Whilft Subje@s Tongues

-« are ty’d, for fear they may reach him a rap

¢« whole Confcience cries Guilty, the .King
) S fand

¢ There isno Remedy left for fal{eReports |
¢ but a Freedom of Speech in Parliament; -
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< and his People are kept from underftandin
¢ oneanother, the Enemy is heartnedAbroad,

¢ and Difcontent nourith’d at Home; and
¢ all for One, who is like a' Dragon, that

¢ bites the Earof the Elephant, becaufe he
¢knows the Elephant cannot reach him :
¢ with his Trank ; and Princes are abus’d -

“ by Faltt Reports whifper’d in their Ears
¢ by Sycophants and Flatterers. R

o Which.puts me in mind of a Qzeﬁidn |

which was ask’d Diggenes, viz. What Beaft

‘bit foreft; he anfwerd, Of Wild Beafts, the

| Back-biter, of Tame, the Flatterer.

T1hall conclade with the following Ad-

vice to the Ele@ors, That if any of them
| know of any Corruption, whether in the

Abufe of Publick Money, or Power, or any’
other way prejudicial to our Freedom of
Election, and not oppofe it if he can, or

- at leaft, expofe it, is deficient in of the

Duty he owes his Country. In Cafes where
the Publick is concern’d, no Man fhould

be idle or filent; inold Rome, it would have

been an Honour to be a Profecutor in the
Cafe of fuch a Corruption; and Plutarch
makes it to be one of the nobleft Parts in

‘the Chara&er of Cato, who bound bimfelf in

an Oath, that be would be the Accyfer of

- whomfoever be (bould know to have given Mo-
uey for the purchafing Suffiages for Elections:

And
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And there wasa Law which appoihted'R e~
- wards and Honours for thofe whe. fhould
Tmpeach them. This might preveit the |
Secrecy of Crimesof this kind ; andtomake
fuch Corruption publick to the Wierld, is to -
raife a general Refentment againft'it, by
which means,thofe who are not uttetly aban:
don’d to it, may be reclaimed ; arid Ehope the
< Majority of the People of Euglcmd will.con-
,l%ﬁdér Themiclves, their Relations, their
“Fncnds, and their Pofterity ; anddf fo, we -
$may be pretty confident that the quorzt |
¥ of the Houfe of Gommons. will be like thofe

&ateﬁ Bulwar'k of thenr cem»motr hber«-
o 1_‘th$, the Frequency of Parliaments, and con-
“ fequently, the Freedom of Elections.




