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Minifterial Ufurpation
" DISPL AY | E D,
| . . !

The PRER@GA TIVES OF TH ECROWN,

‘with'the RfguaTs OF PARLIAMENT

. and of ‘the Privy Coun c1tL,, confi-
dered. :

Tnan APPEAL To Tz PEOPLE.

There is'in all.Governments a.ceftain Temper of Mind,
natural to the Patriots and Lovers of their Conftitution,
~which may be called State Fealoufy. It is this which makes’
them apprehenfive of every Tendency in the People, or in
any particular Member of the Commanity, to endanger or dif-
turb that Form of Rule, swhich is eftablifped by the Laws and
Cafhoms of their Country. ' The FREE-HOLDER.

. . LONDON:
‘Rﬁ“ifh_t‘cd“-for R. GRIFFITHS, oppofite : Sam:fﬁt-bouﬁ,
in the Strand. 3760, ‘
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My Fellow Subjests!

FHEN I had the Honor of addref-
fing a Letter to a Great Man, in
» . which T humbly fubmitted Rea-
fons, Why the approacking Treaty of Peace
Jrould be debated in Parliament, to his and
Your Confideration, I little fufpected that my
Mode of Addrefs would fubje& me to the
grievous Imputation of being influenced by
the black and malignant Defign of Fa&ion.

But © it is; that an angry Gentleman,
who has publithed Remarks on my Letter,

has not fcrupled to bring this heavy Charge
againft me. - :

- As this Charge, if true, would prove me
guilty of the higheft Offence againft the
LPublic, it becomes me to Appeal to 2ou in
‘my own Juftification, e

Tthe ri}dré gladly emb‘racefthis Occafion
of addrefling You, as the Remarper's un-

-conftitutional Propofitions and Argume‘nts_,

open to me an Opportunity of animadvert.-
ing on fome Abufes in the ‘Adminiftration,
‘ oA 2 e " which,
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which, as Members of a free Government .

demand your moft ferious Attention,

We livé under a happy Conflitution,
which abhors the Exercife of illegal Power:

We are under the mild Sway of a gracious

Sovereign, who does not defire to make the
leaft Invafion on his People’s Liberties: And

- we are defended by a Parliament, who

would not fuffer fuch Encroachments.

But while we are thus, to all Appearance,
happily circumftanced, a Power unknown
to the Conflitution ; has imperceptibly ftolen
upon us, and eftablithed itfelf in” Diminu-

tion of the Rights both” of the Crown and

of the Parliament. -~ =

~ Tam not afraid to fay that certain great

Officers of State have, for a long time paft,

talked a Language, and ufurped an Authority,
which the Conftitution does not warrant.

'The honorable Perfonage, whom, from
the Nature of his Office, it is now cufto-
mary to call the Minifter, is not chargeable
‘with this Ufurpation. 'We do not know that
He has ever exercifed’ any unwarrantable

Power, and we truft that he will exert his

Influence, to prevent any fuch Power from

devolving upon his Succeflors,

5 = I
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It was for this Reafon, among others,
which I fhall mention, that I addrefled my-
felf to Him alone: a Circumftance, ‘which
has drawn the Remarker’s Indignation upon
me. To thew however, how little Foun-
dation the Gentleman has for indulging the
Refentment he has difcovered on this Occa-
fion, I fhall examine his Remarks with
Candor and Impartiality. This Examination
will naturally lead me to expofe the fatal
Effe@s of Minifterial Ufurpation, - which
has already altered, and is likely ‘to over-
throw, the Conftitution: And in the Con-
clufion, I fhall offer farther Reafons why the
enfuing Treaty fhould be debated in Parlia-
ment, as the proper Means to deftroy undue
Minifterial Influence. T

" The Remarker is pleafed to premife, that
“ He has no Objection to the Method I
“ propofe for negotiating the ‘Treaty of
¢ Peace—the great and primary End of
“my Pamphlet—DBut that He hg‘sq'mgn‘y”
“and very fignificant Ones to the Mode of
“ my Addrefs ¥ RCE

- -

-~

' He'then does me the Honor to introduce
the Charge againft me, with the following
- * See Remarks, P, 2.

‘Com-




¢ public Affairs.
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Compliments on my Abilities, which I g
confcious I as little deferve, as I merit his

fubfequent Reproaches. |

“ You are certainly (he is pleafed to fay
“ of me) a Gentleman of fome ‘Erudition.
“ You have read the Hiftory of England it
“ is plain; You are not a ftranger to oy

¢ Conftitution, and You muft know fome.

““ thing, one would think, of the Train of
It is therefore impoffible
““ You thould be ignorant of the Impropriety
“ of your Mode of Addrefs. One may

¢ laugh at the Folly and Credulity of the

“ Vulgar on this Subjec, as a Thoufand
¢ others I fuppofe have done as wel] as [
“ have, but when a Man fets himfelf up
¢ above the Vulgar, and Echoes back 4]
“* their Nonfenfe and Abfurdity, he muft
“ have a Defign which is not avowed ; the
““ black and malignant Defign of Fa&ion *.”

This is indeed a heairy 'Accu'fat"ion.' But

I flatter myfelf, that, ‘without the Exertion
of any extraordinary Skill, T fhall be able to

caft the Load on my Accufer: And I'appre-

“hend that the Burthen will be found more

fitting to his Shoulders than my own,

- ®See Remarks, P. 7.

To

i

I ———
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To fix this dark factious Deﬁgn'_upon me,
He obferves, that « had I been unacquainted
“ with public Affairs, yet the leaft Atten-
 tion to the Letter on which ] founded my
« Own would have taught me better.”

“ When that Wr‘iter”‘fays he « had ad-

| « drefled  himfelf to two Great ‘Men, as

B ¢ particularly,

“ thofe who have direed our Council with
“ Unanimity, how came You, Sir, to fe-
“ parate them, and to addrefs Yourfelf to
“ One alone ; and to that Ope of the two
who is very fubordinate to 7
“ the Other 7> He adds, ‘that Author, Sir,
has told Us, (and if he had not told it,
ommon Senfe would have _informed Us)
that, <¢ the Rank, the extenfive  Influence,
“and the perfonal Authority of the noble

| “ Lord, have given Hiwm the P -eminence

“in public Affairs *.»

Had' common Senfe told me that thefe
Urcumftances gave the noble Lord Pre-
tminence, I fhould have trufted its In-
brmation, Byt though I refpect the Let-
 Writer's  Abilities, and ‘applaud  his
eal, yet T cannot, even u pon his’ Credit,

& ibicribe to this extraordinary Propofition.

* Sge Remarks, P.*‘7'aVnd} 8.

» o ;%?mw; e pee e
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I would afk the Letter Writer and the
Remarker, whether the noble Lord has
more Wifdom, more Loyalty, more Patrio-
tifm, more Virtue, than his Collegues in the
Adminiftration? Such fuperior Endow-

‘ments might indeed give him a Claim to
Pre-eminence.

But as to his Rank, though
it gives Him Pre-eminence as a- Subject, it
ives Him none as a State/man : And with

’ Regard to his extenfive I Juence, -and. perfs-

nal Authority, 1 do not, at leaft I am unwil-
ling to underftand, what is meant by thefe

“Qualifications.

But the Remarker partly explains his
Meaning in the following extraordinary In-
terrogation. ¢ Would the Duke of New-
< ¢aftle, do You think, ‘have voluntarily
¢ quitted the Poft of Secretary of State
¢ with a larger Appointment, to accept that

C« of firft Commiffioner of the Treafury,
« with a lefs, if it had‘not_,i,n,c_re_afe;d'_hls =
“« power and Influence; if it 'had,?n;}g.mgd‘c a
« Him in fal the figh and chigf Mink |

¢ ferd®

| Tllle‘fhoble; Du:ke, m;u‘{’jc\ be find,eed' .kpr‘_c-'qmi-
nent, his. Influence muft be extentive, and

_* See Remarks,. P 100 -

his
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his perfonal ‘Authority muft be great, to en-
able him to take his Choice of the high Of-
fices of State. I refpeét his Grace as much
as the Remarker can, and I will venture to
fay; ‘that he will not think himfelf obliged -
to the Gentleman for attributing to him fuch
undue Influence in the Adminiftration. God
forbid that any Subjet fhould ever acquire
fuch Influence!. -+ -~

But I would afk upon what Authority;
He pronounces the firft Commiffioner of the
Trealury the firf and chicf Minifter? I
know, and I am fure the Conftitution knows,
no chief among the Minifters of State, -

- The Gentleman'is_pleafed to inform us *
that he has been tolerably converfant with
public Affairs all his Life—that he is a lit-
tle advanced in Years—that he knows fome-
thing of the Methods in which the great
Bufinefs of the Nation is carried on and
conducted—and is not totally ignorant of
the Power and Influence appropriated to the
feveral. Departments . and public. Offices of
State, - . e . .
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‘1am forry that I cannot allow him the
Share of Knowledge which he affumes,
He may know indeed, and alas, we all know
too well, by what Methods the great Bufinefs
of the Nation bas been carried on; but he will
pardon me the Liberty of adding, that he
{eems an entire Stranger to the Methods
which the Conftitution direcs. If he had
not ‘been totally ignorant in fuch Refped,

he would never have given Place to the

following Interrogations.

“ Have You ever met, Sir, with any In.
‘ ftance in our Hiftory of a Secretary of
‘e State being the fi7/f Minifter? How came
“ it into your Head then to conceive, that a
¢ Secretary of State is the SorLe Minifter ?
“ —An Officer who has no more to do
“ with raifing and appropriating the public
© Money than You and L have. ~ Couid Mr.
‘ Harley, Lord Sunderland, or Mr. Bk,
“ do You think, in Queen An#’s time, have
“ conducted the War without the Lord
‘¢ Treafurer my Lord Godolphin? - Or which
‘¢ do You fuppofe was the greateft of thofe
&¢ ,
‘ broad? Could Mr. St. Fobn, in the fame
“ Reign, have concluded the Treaty of
“ Peace, without the Lord Treafurer My
% Lord Oxford? Or which of the Two,

) * do

in Power and Influence at home or a- |

( 11t )
« do You apprehend, was chief in Council
“ and in the Adminiftration of our Af-
« fairs P % o

T fhould be afhamed, my Countrymen,
to mifpend my Time in refolving fuch abfurd
and puerile Queftions, did not my Anfwers -
lead to an Explanation of thofe Principles,
which I have the Honor to fubmit to your
Confideration. - D o

Firft then I muft affure the Gentleman,
that I never yet entertained a Conception
that a Secretary ‘of State was, SoLe Mini-
fer; —and 1 will be bold to fay that no
fuch Conclufion can be drawn from my ha-
ving addrefled that great Officer alone : —
Neither did I ever apprehend, that a Lord
Treafurer was fir/# Minifter. I never ima-
gined that either of them was chief in
Council, or that both of them united were,
by Reafon of their Offices, or any other
conftitutional Reafon entitled to the principal
Direction and Adminiftration of Affairs, |
~ Iknow that their Qffices are merely M;-
nifferial; and for the Benefit of the Gen-
tleman and others who may not have fuffi-

ciently attended to thofe Concerns, I will

% Remarks, P. 1e.

‘B2 | en-
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endeavour to give a general Defeription of
their feveral Duties, oL

* The Office of Secretary was executed by
One Perfon till about the End of the Reign
of King Henry the VIIIth, at which Time
it was divided: between Two, who are both
of equal Authority, and ftiled principal Se-
cretaries of State. '
with all Parts of Great Britain is managed
by either of the Secretaries without Diftinc.
tion ; but with Regard to foreign. Affairs,

all Nations who have Intercourfe with Great = |

Britain, -are divided into two Provinces,
the Southern and the Northern 5 of which

the Southern is under the Sewior, and the |

- Northern. under the Funior Secretary. - The

Secretaries have Power to commit-Perfons
for Treafon, and ather. Offences -againft the
State:. A-Power, as is faid, incident. to their
- Office. . In their ‘Hands, the Reguefts and
| ;Pez‘zz_‘zvn_s of the Subjects are generally. lodged,

20 be by. Them reprefented. to,bis. Majefly z. And
they are to make Difpatches thereupon, pur-
~fuant_to his Majefty’s Dire@ions,, - One of

them'is fuppofed always to attend the Court,
and by the King’s Warrant:to prepare all
;f_’uils or Letters for the King to fign, not be-
ing Matter of Law. The Office called the
Paper Office, which ‘contains all the public
o - Wii-

The - Correfpondence

TR

- % Treafury, propofed .fomethiné

¢ 173 ) |
Writings of  State, Negociations and: Dif-
patches'; in fhort, all Matters of . State and
Council, is under their Care; and they have
the keeping of the King’s Seal, called the
Signet, with which the King’s: private Let-
ters are figned. ‘They are Privy Gouncellors,
and a Council is: feldom or never, held

“without the Prefence of One of them.

. 'The Office of Lord Treafurer, now exe-
cuted by Commiflioners, * is to take Care
and Charge of all the King’s Wealth in-the
‘Exchequer ; he has likewife  the Chegk of
all the Officers employed  in colle@ing the
Cuftoms and royal Revenues; all the Of-
fices of the Cuftoms in all the Ports of En-
gland, are in his Gift and Difpofal ; Efchea-

“tors in every County are nominated by him

and He makes Leafes of all‘r\ Lands belong,-

o Wheﬂxéi.tﬁiSDiviﬁbh has!notmultipli‘ed,k _éﬁd,wés
not intended to multiply, the Number of Dependants,
without leflening the Authority of a fole' Mariager, may

 be conjectured from the following:Anecdote,——*¢ A

“¢certain great Minifter, ‘who was firff Lord of -the
_ ing at the Board which
“ was oppofed by .One. of his Colleagues: The Mini-

¢ fter referitéd the Oppofition; and intimated that’ the
- % Other had no Right to difpute his Pledfure;»~<Then,

“¢ faid the Opponent briskly—What do I fit here-for ?
“ —To intitle You to receive 15c0 a Year, replied
¢ the Minifter.” : :

7

ing

BT s : ve o
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ing to the Crown. This great Officer i
likewife of the Privy Council, o

- But great as this Officer is, He has no,
as the Gentleman feems to infinuate, or gt
leaft ought not to have, any exclufive Infly.
ence in raifing, or any Power whatever of
appropriating, the public Money. His Buy.

finefs is only to iffue it under the Authority‘ |

of legal Warrants for that Purpofe: Ang
the Conttitution is fo jealous of this Appro-
priation, that We have known Treafurers
called to an Account for Sums wantonly and
profufely applied, though iffued under the
Sovereign’s DireGtion, - ...

- In thort, neither the Secretaries or the
Lord Treafurer, haug, as Officers of -State,
any other Power than what is merely Mi-
nifterial. ~ As fuch, they are Servants of the
‘Crown, and are to'a@in their refpective Of-
fices, under the Sovereign’s . Direcions.
‘Their extra-official Power, that is, their Right
of interfering with ‘the general Adminiftra-
‘tion of Affairs, and of deliberating upon,
and advifing about, National Meafures, is in

Confequence of  their being Privy Councel-

lors,

(15 )

As Secretary or Lord Treafurer, ~they
have not, conftitutionally fpeaking, any more
Power, out of their Offices, than the Gen-
tleman or myfelf. It is as Privy Codncellors
that they have a conftitutional Right of fhar-
ing in the general Dire&ion of public Con- |
cerns. B R R

1t is true, as Officers of State they have
a local Precedence in Council, but no Pre-
eminence in the Adminiftration, They are
at the Council- Board, by Reafon of their
Places, Majores Singulis, Omnibus Minores.

- I own therefore, though I did not choofe .
like the Remarker to cavil about Modes and-
Perfons, that I was concerned to find an-Au-
thor-of the Letter Writer'’s Knowledge and
Abilities, addrefs himfelf to Two Great Men
only, as the Perfons by whofe joint Concur-
rence the Adminiftration is conduéted.

This, if true, fhould have been kept a
Secret. . Whatever the Remarker may
think, I have fo little, Conception of a fole
Minifter, that I thould be {orry to fee any

two Men, however wife and virtuous, affume

the Government of Great Britain. -




16)
' Did our Conflitution tolerate fuch a Dy.
umviracy, 1 am perfuaded that it could no;

be entrufted in better Hands than with the |

two great Perfonages to whom the Letter
Wri‘t\erfaddreﬂ"es-‘himfelﬁ U R .

- But what Security can they give that - their
Succeflors will inherit their Abilities and
- Virtues? It may feem an extraordinary and
paradoxical Propofition, but it is neverthe.
lefs true, that Men of the greateft Talents
and faireft Integrity, have fometimes been
the worft Enemies to their Country.

* By their Wifdom and Probity they have
acquired an undue Share of Credit and Po.

ularity : and if they have not lived to abufe
it themfelves, yet out of the Seeds of their
inordinate Power, a Race of Tyrants and
Traitors have beenengendered. |
- 1t is the Nature of lawlefs Power, howe-
ver, to change the Difpofitions' of the beft
Men. " Caligula-and his Uncle Claudius were
good Subjets and harmlefs Citizens, but
tyrannical- and ‘bloody Emperors; more ef-

pecially. the former. ~ Even Ners, while 2 |
private Man, lived inoffenfively, “and, for W

fometime after he was Emperor, reigned
virtuoufly, The good Councils of Sereca

and
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and Burrbus for a long while reftrained his
wicked Difpofition : But at length breaking
through all - Reftraint, he proved a favage
‘Montfter, and lived in open Enmity with
Mankind, . = - e

But it muft be admitted, that lawlefs
Power does not always corrupt the Poffef-
fors. ‘There are Inftances of abfolute Ma-
giftrates who have ftudied” and promoted
‘the Good of their Subjedts: Yet the fatal
Effe@s’ of that Power have, fooner or la- -
“ter, been felt in their Succeffors. |

 Vefpafian indeed bequeathed to the Ro-
mans the gentle and beneficent Tzfus : But
he alfo left behind him the crue] and bloody
Domitian. To the Fuftice and Generofity of
Julius Cefar, the Mildnefs and Clemency .
of Auguftus, fucceeded the Barbarity of 77-
berius, Caligula, Claudius and Nero.

We 6ught to be jealous therefore, haw
we troft any unconflitutional Power with

- any partieular Members of the Community.

-All civil Evils have begun- from exceflive

Power in State Officers, and the Redrefs of

every civil Evil from an Oppofition to their

Pretenfions and Excefles, =
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- No Nations ever preferved their Libet.
'ty long, where the chief Officers were in.
‘vefted with arbitrary Sway ; and no Nati.
on was ever enflaved,  where Power wag
properly checked and divided. Nations are
free, where Magiftrates are their Servants,
‘and Slaves where Magiftrates are their Maf.

I fpeak a Language, my Countrymen,

which of late you have been little ufed to:
But I fpeak the Language of the Britith Con-
ftitution. - It may be thought however that
this is not a proper Time for fuch Freedom
of Remonftrance. The fuccefsful State of
our Affairs, the Unanimity, the {feeming
~one at leaft, of our Councils; and the pub-
lic Confidence in the Adminiftration, may
be fuppofed to leave no room for jealous
Fears. L sl T UL s e

But this particularly is the Time when

- we ought to be moft circumipe@.  This is
the Time when Abufes fteal upon: us im-

perceptibly : “And- this is the Time, when

“we find fuch a good Difpofition ‘in his Ma- -

jefty and his Minifters, that we are to folicit
the Recovery of conflitutional Rights, and
to expect Security againft future Encroach-
ments, -~ R ’

S o .. o The
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The unwarrantable Power which has for
Years paft been exercifed by fome Great Of-
ficers of State, is fufficient to rouze the At-
tention of every Fieeman of Great Britain.
But unhappily Opinion and Reputation have
often too great an Influence over our Judg-
ments., ‘T'he Change of a Minifter, and the
Removal of smmediate Grievances and Dif-
trefles in  confequence of fuch Change,
makes Us blind to future Dangers and Cala-
mities, - S : - "

It is now no Time to diffemble ; and We
may be bold to fay, that while the unconfti-
tutional Power of a Minifter prevails, the
Balance of our Contitution is- merely ideal.

If a few Men can monopolize Power, and
by their extenfive Influence and. perfonal Au-
thority direct the reft, where is the Preroga-
tive of the King, where are the Priviledges -
of Parliament, where are the Rights of the
People ?—All abforbed in an -unconftitutio-

‘.‘nal"}Channel‘f! e s % e e e

. The Government of Great Britain is, if
Imay be allowed the Expreffion, a Royal
Republic. 'The execative Branch is entruft-
~ed with the King, the Head of the Com- -
monwealth. The Laws are recommended
fo him by his Parliament, and executed by
ot C2 the
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- the feveral Minifters of Juftice.  All direc.
tionary A@s of State are prefumed to be done
by the Advice of his Przvy Council, who are
anfwerable for the Advice they give. The
Prerogatives of the Crown are various and
extenfive : And the Chicf among them i,
that the King names, creates, conftitutes,
and removes all the great Officers of the Go-
vernment, , R |

But what becomes of this precious Prero-
gative if, by a Combination among Leaders
~of extenfive Difluence and perfonal Authority,
‘his Servants are obtruded upon him, and
‘prefume to canton out the feveral Depart.
ments of State at their Pleafure? If fuch
Intruders thould be bad Men, will they not
‘endeavour- to deceive and ‘fetter the ‘King,
-while they fléece the People? .

The Sovereign, in that Cafe, would :be'in
the Condition defcribed in the Hiftory of the
“Emperor Aurelian.  Colligunt f quatuor vel
quingue, atque unum Confilium ad decipiendum
Principem capiunt : Dicunt quod probandum
it Imperator, qui Domi claufus eff, wera
“non novit. ~Cogitur koc tantum feire-quod il
“loquisntur : Facit Yudices quos fieri non 6por-
tet s amevt a Republica quos debebat obtine-
Ve Ruid multa? Bonus, cautus, sptinus
‘vend. tur- Imperator., ORI
| « Four

T e e T i

e i
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« Four or five men confpire together to
« impofe upon their Prince.  They tell him
« only what they think will be agreeable to
« him. They keep him immured in h'IS Pa-
« lace, fo that He has no Opportunity of

~« learning the Truth; or of knowing any

« Thing concerning the State of his Affairs,
« than what they think proper to inform
« him. For want of due Information he
« promotes Men who are unworthy of their
« Offices, and removes thofe from his Coun-
« cils, whom He ought to invite to his Ca-
« binet. In fhort, by fuch Means, the beft
« and worthieft of Princes are bought and
« fold.” |

- Such will be the Confequence if the In-
truders are worthlefs, But admitting them
to be eminent for their Virtues and Abilities,
yet how dangerous and miferable muft the
Condition of that Kingdom be, which de-
pends for it’s Security, on the perfonal Vir-
tues of it’s Gowernors, who cannot enfure

‘their own Exiftence for a Moment!

It is always to be feared, that the inordi-
‘pate and unconfitutional Power which, in

“their Hands, conftitutes our Happinefs and

Profperity,  may, in the Hands of their Suc-
ceffors, prove our Mifery and Deﬁrualo-x}.
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In effential and fundamental Points of
Government, Form, if T may be allowed the
{feeming Contradi@ion, is in Fa& Subfance -
It is not fufficient that we are right in the
End, but We ought alfo to be regular in
the Means : It is not enough that Affairs are
well adminiftered, but they ought to be ad-
miniftered by the Perfons, and according to

the Rules which, the Conftitution preferibes,

Otherwife the Adminiftrators, however they
a&t with V‘v.xfdom a;nd.-’ Integrity, do never-
thelefs exercife an arbitrary and difcretionary
Power ; and whenever {uch Power falls into
bad Hands, it muft prove fatal,

We all know that fuch Power has been
ufurped for the worft of ~Parpofes: And
we ftill feel the Effe@s of the Ufurpation.
It muft therefore grieve every Friend to his
Country, to hear that fuch a. great Officer

~of State is to undertake the Condué of fo-
reign Affairs, and fuch a One the Manage-
ment of our Concerns at Home. ~ Such a
laW}eﬁsParticipation of Power ought to alarm.
every Briton: For it is fuch as ought not to
be divided between any two Beings, howe-
ver deferving; who are lefs than immortal,

“We may call our Government - by what
Name we pleafe, and divide it into as many
Imaginary Orders’ as we pleafe, but while
| | | any

{23 )
any two, or more, fhare the Rule between,
or among, them, it will in Fa& be, what
we know it has been, an Oligarchy.

Of all Modes of Government this, per-
haps, is one of the worft: And it is doubly
dangerous when it is carried on by extenfive
Influence and. perfonal Authority, without the
vifible Exertion of abfolute Power. |

“Arbitrary A&s of Power would immedi-
ately alarm the People, and rouze them to
Refiftance: But when Government is mana-
ged by undue Jnfluence and Authority over
thofe ‘'who ought to be the Guardians of
public” Liberty—by deceiving one, bribing
a f{econd, promifing a third, Hattering a
fourth, cajoling a fifth, intimidating  a
fixth, and abufing the whole—then it feems
to- wear the Form of legal Adminiftration,
and pafles unobferved, but by fome few jea-
lous and difcerning Patriots, who often at-
tempt in vain to open the Eyes of the Pub-
lic, blinded by the general Delufion.. .

Itis to this undue Influence and Autho-
ity that we owe all the Struggles and Fac-.
tions which have for Years patt rended, the
Kingdom. This has made the great Offices
of State, Objects too well worth' Ambition,
not to excite Men of firong Paffions to con-

e T
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tend for the Prize : And this has made thofs -

Pofts fo dear to their Poffeflors, that they
have pradtifed the bafeft Means to fecure
- their illicic Power, to the PreJudlce of thexr
Country | -

How many Millions, we may fay, has
it formerly coft this Nation, only to decide,
in Fa&, whether Sir Robert or Sir Thomas

thould be prime Mmlﬁer? During the Con- -

teft between them, how has publick Inter-
eft fuffered, how has pubhc beerty been
abndgedP |

N ‘Let s not ﬁattei' ourfelves. While the

‘great Officers of State are f{uffered to retain
this unconftitutional Influence, there will be
-no Endto the Struggles of Fa@ion. At pre-
fent indeed every Thing feems quiet, {miling
“and profperous. The Change of the Mi-

~niftry in Conformity with the popular

Withes, is generally produéhve of Unanimi-
ty,- which infpires: freth Courage and Refo-
lution, and {eldom fails of bemg rcwardcd
with pub ic Succefs, ,

But the Seeds of Difcontcnt arein the per-
werz’ed Nature of the Adminifteation: And
‘though the Wifdom and Vigour which has
.directed the national Meafures, with the well
deferved - Popularity of the great Perfonage
N | ~whom
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whom the Public Voice hails as Minifter,

has hitherto nipped the Bud of Oppoﬁtxon 3
neverthelefs, if not in his Time, yet in that

of his Succeflors, it will fthoot forth with

redoubled Strength, and plentx,fully yxeld the

baneful F[Ult of Faﬁlon

~ In fhort, the repeated Shocks which thc N
Con{’cltutlon fuftains, from thé frequent Con-
tefts for minifterial Power, ‘mu{’c in the End

| mfalhbly deftroy it.-

If fele® Officers of State can command

~the exclufive Dire&ion of foreign and do-
‘meftic Affairs; if they .can agree among
 themfelves, ‘and fay « You fhall enjoy fuch
« an Office—Your Friend fhall hold fuch

« a Poft—and T will prefide in this Dcpart-

¢« ‘ment. ——If after having made this illegal
B Diftribution, they can ruth into the Cabinet,
' and force the Sovereign to a Compliance with
~ their Ufurpation—to what Purpofe have our
* Forefathers framed this excellent Model of
- Government, which has been the Admlra-
| tlon of'AgesP - :

B (; Miniﬁers, as we know they have done,
thould éver again in this Manner, fhare the
Prerogative among them: if they hould
moreover give Laws to- ‘the Parhament and

ﬁhk the Privy Councxl into a' mere Court of
D Ap-
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Appeal—the Confequence may be, that thi
Inordinate and unconftitutional Power ‘ma
:he'rieafté;r veft in fuch Hands, as, by clofin
with the Views of an ambitious Sovereidhg
may pave the Way for abfolute Power. OO;

- perhaps, their Ufurpation may rouze fome

zealous Patriots, whofe fuccefsfiu] Oppofiti-
on may tempt them to eftablith a Democra-

cy: Of, what is worfe, thefe Patriots, cor-

rupted by Succefs, may fet up for themfelves,

- and, like- Cromwel), tyrannize under the

Title of Prote&ors,

' Thefe Specalations may fecm vain. |
_1¢le opeculations may feem vain, and

thefe Apprehenfions diftant : But, in Truth,

~ thould fuch Influence prevail, they will be

fc_uypd‘itp‘;bc" neither remote or ill founded.
Men of l;ttle ‘Knowledge_.and lefs Refle&ion

cherith a groundlefs Confidence. ~They are
~more attached to Names and Perfons, than

to material and eflential Properties.  Under

a Pat’rlovt'K’i’ng and a virtuous Adminiftrati
- .on, they can form no Idea of a future Ty-
fantor Traitor, =~ T 0T

~ But the Eye of the_difcémfng-Politician ‘

can difcover the dark Approaches of Dif:
qud and yranny, amidft all ‘the Glare of
Unanimity and Patriotifn :  As the fkilfal

. to

R N R T R R R e B BT e

(27 )
to a common Beholder, the Sky is all Sere-
nity and Brightnefs, .

“Every jealousand fagacious Patriot there-
fore, will be an Enemy to all exorbitant and
unconftitutional Influence: And he will be
ferioufly concerned to fee any Order or ‘Of-
ficer of State, exercife a Power which the
Conftitution has not allotted to their refpec-

tive Departments. |

Perhaps it may not be difficult to trace
the Origin of this irregular Power in the
Minifters of State.  Certain 'great Officers,
fuch as Secretary, Lord Treafurer, &c. who
by Reafon of their Places were more im-
mediately about ‘the Throne, naturally re-
ceived Applications from fuch as were Can-
didates for Preferment in the Difpofal of the
Crown. | -

 When it was found that their Recom- .

mendations or Importunities ‘were Paflports
to Promotion, the Ambitious and N eceflitous
naturally attached themfelves to the Perfons
who held thofe Offices, ‘and implicitly e-
fpoufed their Intereft ; by which Means they

~enabled them at length to gain an Afcenden-

cy over the'King and People: For thefe Mi- -
nifters feeling their own Strength, and find-
ing that nothing could be granted but
| D 2 ~ through
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through - their Interceflion, began to diQate

both to the Crown and Parliament, and to

aflume an extraordinary Influence in the Ad-
miniftration, ‘which our Form of - Govern-

ment does not authorize. o

“Let us hope however to fee them reftrain-

ed within the due Limits of their Duty.

Their Offices, as I have faid, are merely -

minifterial. They have indeed, as they

ought to have, the Difpofal of Places with- -

in their refpe@ive Departments ; which is

reafonable, as they are anfwerable for the |
due Difcharge of their feveral Duties. But no |

great Officer has, or ought to have the Pri-
vilege. of appointing another ; nor are they,

or any Number of them, as Officers of .
State, entitled to the exclufive Management.

of Affairs. o

If they afc reqﬁired to do anyﬂ Thing illé-

gal in their feveral- Offices, they have a

- Power, nay itis their Duty, to remonftrate:
But. they have no Right, other than as Pri-
vy Counfellors, to interfere with public Bu-

inefs out of their Departments ; nor as Pri-
vy Counfellors even, or in any Capacity, are
they entitled to perform many A&s of Power
which we have known them exercife,

. Our
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Our own Hiftory affords us nielanchly
Inftances of Revolutions occafioned by this" -
undue Influence ; and wherever it is exerted, °
it will always adminifter Occafion for thofe -
Difcontents, which {ometimes burft forth in
al the Rage of civil Commotions. ~ The.
Conftitution may by chance recover from
fich violent -Shocks, - but it fometimes, as
ours did in' the laft Century, perifhes in the
Struggle. L e e e

If Minifters were to confine themfelves-
within their conftitutional Sphere of Duty, .
their Offices would not be fuch Obje@s of
Envy, nor would that inordinate *Power

- which they have formerly ufurped, and of

which -Mankind is: naturally fo fond, ‘any -
more pravoke fuch furious Oppofition, S

If one or two Minifters do not affume the
Power of nominating and. creating - the
great Officers of State, of being the only:
Counfellors, -and of direQing every Thing at
their ‘Pleafure, there will be no room for:
Malice to ftruggle againft them, or if it
fhould, -the Contention will be fhortlived.
When they do ' nothing but- what they can-

Juftify, they will have no need of Tricks and -

Expedients to -cover- and difguife - their Pro--
ceedings, .. o oo
. Some
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Some ' State Empiricks however, infi
that fuch an ‘unconftitutionial Combinatiop

s requifite to counterbalance the Oppofition |

of pretended Patriots, who, for ‘their owp

_neceflary. Meafures of Government.

private Ends, ‘would otherwife obftruc the

But they Vého ‘talkg thxs Language, endea-
vour to ‘deceive us.”  That which th‘ey"
perfuade us to be a Remedy, s,

would .
m Fa&, the Caule of the Grlevancc:-‘com.

plainéd’of.f

It this irregular Adminiftration we are
{peaking of; which furnifhes thefe Pfeudo--
Patriots with Pretences of Oppofition, even

while Bufinefs is prudently condu@ed. It
is indeed their frongeft Weapon, and they
ufe it accordingly. “Whoever reads the Par-

liamentary Debates of this Kingdom, efpe- §
 cially thofe in the Reign of the firft Charles,

- will find that our Patriot Harangues turn as

much againft the unconftitutional .’qugpcly;

as againtt the Abufe of Power.

‘When the Government runs in the re--
gular Channel, which' the Conftitution has |
cut out, Every Order of the State will re- §
tain it’s due. Influence,-and be ‘more than 2 §
Balance for any wanton, malicious, or felf-

interefted Oppofition,
TR When
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When the national Bufinefs takes this
happy Courfe, the King will have the No-
mination and Appointment of the great Of-
ficers of the Kingdom. All ‘weighty and
important Concerns of State, | which do not
require prompt Determination and Execuy.
tion, will be tranfa@ed by the Advice and
Confent of Parliament. ~ When the natio.
nl Affembly is not fitting, or upon- fudden
Emergencies which call for Vigour ‘and Dif-
natch, the Sovereign  will act by the Advice
W of his Privy Councsl: And in. Very -extraor-
B dinary Cafes, which demand uncommon Ex-
Wl pedition or Secrecy, he may perhaps find it
expedient to choofe a felect Number of Pri-
W vy Counfellors to compofe what is called
W 2 Cabinet Council to afift him ‘with - their
Advice on fuch urgent Occafions. *

~ But, in Truth, thefe extraordinary Cafcs,_ :
which moft frequently occur in Time of
B War, are oftener ~made perhaps, than they
W wife naturally. If we may judge from In-
B fances in former - Reigns, the lefs the Na.
ton is managed by Cibinet Council, the bet.
N Itls ‘obfervable, that (')kuxv"Coh‘f’c‘itlition knows no

fuch Affembly as a Cabinet: Council » And fuch a Lan-
guage -would not be underflood in ‘Parliament; or in
a\(‘?ogrt of Law. The Law indeed takes notice of the
Privy" Council : But a Privacy beyond that Privacy,
and fometimes Secrets even beyond that, is eafier to be-
COHCCiVCd than juﬁlﬁed. e . e min o
. S ter.
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‘ter.. Such extreme Prwacy, we know, h |
been oftner ufed to keep Secrets from being |
difcovered at home, than to - prevent - their
being publithed abroad. It has been more |
frequently ufed to conceal the Defign of Do.
meftic Encroachments; than to fecure us a-
gamﬁ Forelgn Dangers. | o

Nothmg ‘can preferve the happy Unam-
mity which at prefent feems to {ubfift; or §
fecure the internal Peace and Welfare of this |
Kingdom, bat an ‘Adherence to the con{h-
,’ tunonal Mode of Government. IREET

As a Step towards eﬁabhfhmg it, I pre-
fumed to offer Reafons why the approacbmg
- Treaty of Péace fbould be debated in Parlio- |
ment : And'1 fubmitted them to-the Great |8
Perfonage whom I had the Honour to ad- |
drefs, not becaufe ¥ conceived him -orany §
~ other to be soLE or firft Minifter, bat be- |
caufe by the Nature of his Office as Secre- 8
tary, I jadged it moft regular to commum- B
cate my Propoﬁtlon to hlm. R

T he Remax ker may obferve, that it is in- |
~ cident to the Nature of the Secretaries Of-
fice, to have the Requefts and Petitions of |
~ the Subjet, lodged in their Hands to be re- @

| prefented to his Maj eﬁy They are the pro- |

:per Officers to receive the Propoﬁnons of |
‘ In- B
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Individuals on, Matters . of general: Impott

- The Defires of Numbers mdeed ﬂxould be

addreﬁ'ed to thelr Reprefentmves. |

Thh bemg the Cafe, wherem is, my Mode
of Addfefs exceptlonableP The Remark-—
er, if he had tharoughly confidered my Pro-
poial would have found that it was addref—
fed. to: the Secretary merely in his.minifteri-
al Capacity, as.one who by his Office has

“moft ready’ and frequent Aecefs to lthe

Throne. To repeat my own Words, Ttook
the Liberty of obferving that . Asthe moft
“ effectual Means of opening - the Channel
« of parliamentary Inftrudion, it depended

& on him to difpofe our Patuot boverelg,n tQ

“ confult W1th hxs faxthful and aﬁe&xonate

¢ Payliament, &c.”. Now the making fuch
,Suggef’uon being, the Bufinefs but of one

Man, -and- the two Secretaries bemg w1thout

Diftin&ion equak in Power, where was: the
‘thnpxopmety of my Addrefs ?

It fhould bo gemembered that I addref-
fed the Secretary,; not the Privy . Counfellor.

What I hambly- pt@pofed was a bare A of
- Offce.s 1 fubmitted it to him to ‘récommend

to his Maijefty the; Revwal of a copftitution-

~al Pradife, the Legality of which T proved

by a Numbe:: of, Authorgtxes»—-a Practice,

s =,>’ .

E. o ' whxch :
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which, however antiquated, ought never to
be abolifthed. S S

Idid not propofe Terms of Peace, or any
new Matter which required the Deliberation
of State Councellors. If I had, I fhould
not have addrefled myfelf to One or Two:
I thould have known that it did not become
me to {uppofe an unconftitutional Pre-emi.
nence or exclufive Authority, in any fele&
Number of Great Officers. Het e

- Even the Remarker himfelf, who pre=
fumes to cenfure me for not following a bad
Example in addrefling Two Great Men as
the only Mandgers, is neverthelefs fo incon-
fiderate as to argue againft his own Propo-
Aition, and to remind me of feveral Great
Officers who have Seats in-Council, and as
he fays—¢ no inconfiderable -Place In" the

“ Direction of our Affairs *,”

Why then fhould not thefe have been ad-

drefled likewife? Why not all the Privy

Councellors? * Why thould the Addrefs be |

made only to the’ Secretary and firft Com-
miffioner of the Treafury? Why does the
Remarker venture to flile the - Latter, firft

© *SeeRemarks, Progi

N Minig‘ -

N T et e e
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Minifter : and dare to ‘{ay that he does in
fa prefide over our Affairs * 2 . .

Tam fure that our Conftitution knows no
fuch Officer as firft or Prime Minifter. And
if it did, I could not be perfuaded that the
firt Commiffioner of the Treafury is en-
titled to- that' Appellation. ~ «

If the Claim to fuch Diftin@ion de-
pends on the Importance of their feveral Of-
fices, and the Skill required to execute:
them, I {hould have thought that in a ma- -
ritime Kingdom like ours, more efpecially
during a War which has been chiefly Naval,

- the firft Commiffioner of the Admiralty,

had a better Title to be confidered as prime
Minifter than the firft Commiffioner of the

‘Treafury; whofe Office, compared to the

other, is domeftic; and, if I may be par-
doned the Freedom of ‘the Expreffion, me-

® chanical.

 But, to fpeak the Truth, it feems indif-

ferent to the Remarker whom he exalts, if
he does but degrade the Secretary. He is
indeed evidently actuated by that faGious
Principle which he pleafantly imputes to-

~me: and from fome oblique Strokes of Ma-

* See Remarksy P, 14,

Ez lignity,
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Hgmw, we may plainly- percewe &he mv1~
dlous (,olommg of Party. : Sy

“Thus in taking Oceafion to compliment
the Duke; he throws out fome malevolent
Inﬁuendees,‘ marked” with Ttalics left the
fhould pafs unnoticed, by which" he' would

intimate, that fomebody wants thofe Virtues

which he afcribes to his Grace: who has al-
ways, he tells us—< fupported ome public
confifient Charabler of F: idelity to his Mafter,
‘and Integrity to the’ Commonvvealth,,” and

been, «“of the fame Complexion i n Pczrlmmeﬂt

ﬂmozwhazzz‘ ewry Se/' ozz* L

A Readex muft be dull mdeed ‘not to per-
ceive the Hand 'of Faion in thefe Ttalic
“Sarcafmis. . But I forbearito-animadvert. upon
‘them as they -deferve, as 1 fhould beforey
“to contribute in the leaft towardsthe Recol
ieé’fzon of - Party Dxfputes and' Ammoﬁitles

His Grac.e s firm Attachments are too well
known to need the Remarker’s ‘Commen-
dation’
“fet him remember thata- Man-may wear dif-
ferent Colnplexzms in Parliament, ‘and yet be
confiftent in-his Fidelity to-his Maf’cer, and
his: Integuty to the Commonwealth

L See Remarks; P.* T4

g | - 'The

- But when he talks of Confiftence, .
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The Confiftence truly. laudable, does nat
deperid on' an imptlicit: Adherence to one
Pasty; orone Syftem-of Meafures; buton a
Conduct regulated according to the prevail-
ing/Dictates -of Judgment and Conicience:
all-other, is but the obftinacy of Ignorance,
athamed to confefs an Error, or:the Pertis
macity of a depraved Mmd haﬁdencd a,gamﬂ“
Compun&ion, P

I muft do thlS Remarker, however the
Juftice to own that A is extremely . confift-
ent.. His Zeal for Party is fo furious, that
he-does not feruple to falfify the Text of my
Litter, and create Pafiages, in order to make
Way for hxs own fa&xous Comment.,,

Thus hc 18 kmdly pleafed to advnfe me,

~whcnever 1 Addrefs - myfelf. to the Great
“Man again, to make.no Encomiums on—

« thofe Prmcxples which he urged and de-
¢ fended in Oppoﬁnon to Snr Rabm‘ Wd!—-
< poe®

Thl,s he d@es not fc1uple to - m'\rk as. a

‘Q&_@tatlon from: my Pamphlet, in which no

fuch Paﬂage 1s to_ be found.  kt.is true that ,

“in tracing the Progrefs of Venality, I ufe

thc Fnccdem of adchcﬁ”mg the Glcat Pct-

: See Remarks, P, 23
T AR , o fonage-
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fonage in the following Terms——¢ Yoy,
¢ Sir, have been Witnefs to the Arts of
¢ Corruption. It is many Years fince your
¢« youthful Atdour firft contributed to check
«its Progrefs and defeat its Defigns. * You
< have happily furvived to fill 2 Poft in the

¢ Adminiftration, where you have an Op-

““ portunity of enforcing by your Pra®ice,

« thofe Principles which you then fo no<

« bly urged and fupported %.”

 Who could have imagined that the Re-

matker would ‘have been fo.fatirical as to
conftrue an- Oppofition to Corruption, and
an Oppofition to Sir Robert Walpole to be
one and the fame Thing? I believe the
worft of Sir Robert#’s Enemies will not ven-
ture to fay that every Step he took was mea-
fured by Corruption: no doubt therefore
but fome of his Meafures were unreafonably

oppofed. . .

It feems, however, that I have been {b
unhappy as to offend the Remarker’s Deli-
cacy, by what he is pleafed to call fome
Strokes of ‘Adulation. I have ventured in-

deed to fay that « the Bleffings of Refor~
-*“ mation are expected at the Secretary’s
“ Hands: that if he forfakes us, all is

* See Reafons, &c. P. 3:
. ‘ ! ¢ ovcr’”
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« over *.” By which neverthelefs T would
not be underftood to intimate, what the Re-
marker, as he thinks, = wittily infinuates,
that—<¢ our Liberty, our Property, our
¢« Grandéur, and our Virtue, muft all fall
« with his DefeGion”—I mean no more
than that, if He forfakes his Principles,  if
He is falfe to his own repeated Promifes
and Declarations, if HE ftops fhort in thofe
Schemes of Reformation by which he has de-
fervedly acquired fuchuncommon Confidence
and popularity—then we can nolonger depend
on any Man’s Probity and Profeffions—then
we muft give over all Hopes of Amend-
ment—then we muft be content to go on -
in a gradual Decline; till at length we fall
ViGtims to the abufes of ufurping Minifters,
and the Struggles of pretended Patriots :
unlefs we have Recourfeto defperate Reme-
dies, which inftead of curing the internal
Diforders of the Conftitution, may, as it
has done formerly, accelerate its Deftru@ion.

 When 1 pronounced | the Secréfafy « the

“ chigf Inftrument of the happy Change we
have already experieneed +,” I cannot accufe

- myfelf of Flattery.  We all know in what.

a diftrefled Condition our Affairs ftood when
he entered into the Adminiftration. The

i ¥ See Rgafbns,i&c, P. 41; | 'f D_igto, P. 46. ;
7 mife-
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miferable Circumftances attending’ that €oy.
juncture, broke the Knot of-exzenfive Tnflienc,
and perfonal Authority, and emdbled his Ma.
jefty tormake a_free Electiont Happily the
V@ice-‘ of ‘the. People applauded: the Sove-
veign’s gracious Appointimenty and theun-
‘comymonand unparalleled Sticcafs which has
-attended our Affairs fince the prefént Secre-

‘tary had fo'great a Share in ‘their Dire&ton;

is a fuflicient Warrant for ous pronouncing
bim,- under his Majefty,: vhich is.always to
be underftood, the chisf:hinman ‘Iiftrumient
‘of the happy’ Alteration. *In this! Opinion,
the ‘People feem - to bealmaft unanimous;
-and I hope the Gentleman will not be-angry

-withy me;-if T :do:. not atfempt to. be wifer

‘fhaﬂ‘&%Naﬁi;@m‘ N R P25 PO
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o But b have not forwpled to' obferve, that
thougly he-has contributed much to the-de-
firable: End of Reformationy: yiet much: rek
‘mains to'bé done. . Lhave, prefunied: 1o et
--mind him of thofethings which are expedt-

®d fro his” Prodence; Spirit; and Vivthe;

wand T takethe Liberty: ofs wd{d}ihg et et

"ﬁ'é~~~y®ﬂr<jféfm?ei C'bﬂ;duﬁi% St E‘l@giﬁms*ﬁ’ '

- Judge: theny - my Countryrwen|! whether: I
have fpokery the Language of o Flasteres: i -
s o b s D8 ey cgal bty o
- *5ee Reafons, &c.P. 48,
Proaftesithh o o e H2:l Little

1
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Little Minds, which determine from their
own Feelings, may conftruc the Zeal of
grateful Applaufe into Adulation. The
Praife, however, which' we beftow on the
Deferving fhould be called by another
Name: and, though I hope'l {hall always
have Virtue enough to make my warm ac-

- knowledgments to Merit, yet I difclaim all

Flattery.

Had I an Inc]in_atio_ri to have ﬁat{tcred the
Mibifter, yet I know him fufficiently, to be

affured that the Incenfe would be ungrateful
to him. - The Flatterer compliments the

| Idol of his Adulation with boundlefs Power;

whereas the End of my Addrefs was to a-
bridge Minifterial Influence: and for that
Purpofe, I urged Reafons why the approach-

ing Treaty of Peace fbould be debated in Par-
lament. -
-+ Here, my Countrymen, give me leave to

expatiate farther on the Expedience of this
Mode of Negociation. Permit an unknown
Individual to expoftulate with you on this
Occafion, and do not think it Prefumption
in one Man to propole Regulations feem-

- ingly new, on a Concern of fuch Moment.

" An eminent Politician has told 'us, that
« it is' not below the Dignity of the great-
« eft Aflembly,” but agreeable to the Prac-

« tice of the beft Commonwealths to admit,
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any Man to make Propofitions for the
““ good of his Country.”  The beft po-
litical  Writers have laid it down as a
Maxim, that the devifing of Expedients
~Is the proper Office of one Man, though
the Choice of them belongs to an Aflembly :
as. one Man cannot have the ﬁrength of
Judgment which there is in a multitade of
Councellors. | '

et

’

_The Reafons T offered why the expest:
Treaty of Peace fhould be de&gzed n Pirliif
ment,acquire freth Strength from the Diverfity
of private Opinions which have fince appear-
ed among fome of our ableft Writers and
moft intelligent Politicians, on this Subje&.

‘ ‘T'l]e“A\uthor of the Leétter to two Great
Men, ‘who,vas I obferved, and with the
Remarker’s leave muft again repeat, appears
to be well experienced in National Affairs
has recommended Terms to be infifted .'up.’
on at the enfuing Negociation, which are
fomgz of them reafonable, and moft of them
{pecious. ' -

' Neverthelefs a Writer of not unequal A.
b;l‘zt;es,,. and, if I am right in my go?xl;s(]fhi;
as to his ~_Berfon, as amply furnithed with
Opportanities of Information, efpecially with
Regard to our Colony Concerns, has under-
taken to contravert almoft every Particular.
Bothare plaufible: but it is foreign from my

pre-
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prefent Purpofe, to examine whofe Propofals
are moft juft, or whether either of themare
expedient. S g

Various have been the Terms recommend-
ed by other Writers of inferior Talents and
Confideration. But, without entéring into
the Merits of their refpeive Plans, it will
fuffice to obferve, that fuch Contrariety of
Sentiment on f{o momentous a Point, is a

owerful Argument to prove that the con-
cluding a Treaty of Peace, is fo arduous a
Tafk as ought not to be left to the Conduct
of any Two Men. o

But did not the Exigence of the Cafe
dire® the regular Method of negociating,
yet our Conftitution, as I have thewn by Au-
thorities * cited in my Letter, -prefcribes {fuch
Negociations to be conducted by the Advicg -
and Confent of Parfliament. |

Had it been impoffible however to have
produced Inftances in Point, yet the Reafon
of State, in a free Government like ours,
ftrongly indicates the Neceflity of parliamen-
tary Deliberation and Council on fuch im-
portant Subjelts. TR

- 'The true difference, my Countrymen, be-
tween a free and a flavith Government is,
that in the former the Magiftrates muft con-
fult the Voice and Intereft of the People
~ * See Reafons, &c. from P. 22. to P. 29.
| ' F 2 whereas




(44 ) o
whereas in the latter, the. Will and Intereft
of the Governors is the fole Meafure of the
Adminiftration. co

Power, among us, ought tobe properly di-

vided. Every irregular Ufurpation of 1, is
- a Surfeit which diforders the Kingdom and
excites Faction. Asa good State of Health
contributes to dif pel the Gloom and P»’Ielan—._
choly which oppreffes the Spirits, fo a well
-ordered Government teuds to banith the
difagreement of Party Animofities,

“All Governments have tended _towards

Defpotifim, where the Magittrates have con.
" duted the Adminif’cration:independentof the

Advice of the People; when Charles XIth.
- of Sweden found Means to difpenfe with
the Provifion which ordained, that 2be King

/{90@14 govern with the Advice of the Senate,

he foon feized an;Opportun‘ityg of making
the Government abfolute, }’ S

If the Expedience of the Method I re.
commend may be proved fronj ‘the Princi-

ples of abftraced. Reafoning, what addi~
tional Force daqes it acquire, when f; upported:

by the Precedents I produced in Evidence

of a continued Practice conformable to fuch

- Principles !

It will be in vain to urge that fuch ‘Preé-f" ‘-

fedents are of antient Date. It may be re-
S L s plied,
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lied, that though the private Franchifes of
par'cicular Perfons or Places may’ be loft by
Nonufer, yet the eflential and fUndam’ept‘al
Rights of a Kingdom, cannot be forfeited
for want -of Ufage or Cl_aim. . .

They are, in their own Natuxf_g, ﬁnalicna-
tle; and I will be bold to fay, that even a

 Juliament cannot legally transfer or furren<

fer them, If they do, it muft be byan A&
if Power not of Right: and no fuch Arts
an be binding againft their Conftitueﬁnts‘.
ay longer than Force and Violence gives

|hem Continuance. =

There are no Doubt fome Conftitutional
Rights which a Parliament cannot legally
dter or annul, - Will any Man fay that the
Rump-Parliament had a Right to vote the
Houfe of Peers ufelefs, to fubvert the Con-
fitation, and eftablith a new formof Govern-

5 ment? Or will any Man fay that a Parlia-

ment can declare their Seats in ‘the Houfe
o be Places for Life ? B |
~Their Power is fo limited in fome Cafes,
that they cannot give up even their own Pri-
vleges, not fo much as their perfonal ones ;.
though they may, with Leave, wave them

§ " particular Occafions, fo as not to prejus:

W lice the general Right,

‘The
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W ver the Right, without rudely infifting
ypond it, eo Nomine. L

(46) |

The Reafon why they cannot make fuch |
R_e:h“gnatlonb 1is, becaufe all the Rights ang|
Privileges ‘they enjoy, all the Honors the |
receve, are for the Honor and Interef; of |
their Conftituents : “therefore they canngt]
alien or furrender them, ]

But there are a Set of Men who will be
rady to exclaim that this Propofal tends to
kfien the Prerogative: and the Crown, they
will tell us, wants Power. It may indeed
wint Power over themfelves and their Pa-
gons: and their pretended Zeal for the
Cown is only a ‘Mafk, under which they
keretly endeavour to extend their own un-
due Influence, B . L

- That Parlianients havé been confulted and |
advifed about making Treaties of Peac |
and have confented to their Conclufion, i |
evident from the ‘many Authorities cit’ed :
through feveral fucceflive Reigns, in m}: |
Letter : and we fee that no Difafe or Wapt §
th'Claim> can’operate to the Prejﬁdice of |
this conftitutional Right. : |

The Conftitution has lodged as much
Power in the Hands of the Crown; as a good
King, who governs for the Intereft of his
People, would wifth to exercife. It is true
that ufurping Mipifters have formerly in~
nded the Prerogative, and given Laws both
tothe King and People : and thefe very Mi-
mnifters, as was natural, have been the
budeft Advocates for the Power of the
Crown. S e

_ Butasthe Pra@ice has not proper revailed |
dunpg hifs”Ma}.eﬁY’S Reign,%r Smat);};'»his-im-
mcdx;a.t,e Predeceflors, it may not be advifeable ' ‘
as Lhinted in my Letter, or confiftent with |
the nice Duty and Refpe& which we owe |
g opr»lgracious Sovereign, to apply for the @ - . BT
' Rg;;? of fuch Pradtice, as a Matter of 8 The re-cftablithing the conftitutional In-
R \ W tercourfe between the Sovereign and his Par-
lament, is the only effe@ual Means of fe-
ciring the Crown againft fuch Infults and
lnvafions for the future. If ambitious and
defigning Men fhould ever force themfelves
into the Adminiftration, they will rule their
Mafter and the Kingdem ; and, to conceal
o D o their

~ Indeed fuch'a Form of Application would |
bfi, as pecdlefs as difrefpecttul. -~ For fuchis |
his Majefty’s known' Goodnefs and tender §
Regard for the Privileges and  Liberties of |
 his Subjects, that by only reminding him of |
fuch a conftitutional Prattice; we thall re- |

- cover |
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their Ufurpation, they will transfer the By.|

finefs of Parliament to the Cabipet.

Cabinet Councellors, we know have been §

Cabinet DiGtators,  What Mifchiefs hay,§
not arifen from Cabinet Intrigues ? It yyl
in the Cabinet, that the Treafurer Lord Oy. |
Jord and Mr. Secretary St. Fobn, concluded §
the fhameful Treaty of Urrecht: and can
any Man fuppofe that the Articles woul |
have been fo ingloricus and equivocal; if j; §
had been regularly made, by the Advice 44 |
- Confent of Parliament ? i
Confent, for I"am aware that it wag debate] |
in Pariiament ; and it thould be remember- |
ed to their Honor, that the Peers, among

I fay Advice an |

whom Lord Nottingham particularly diftin-

guifhed himfelf, were the Patriots on this §
' Occafion, while the Commons teftified an |

 inglorious Compliance *.

~ Such a Mode of Negociation is fo far |8

from having a Tendency to impair. o di-
minith the Prerogative, that in fact it will §

contribute tofirengthen and confirmit; andf- |§

ccure the Crown and the Kingdom againft the

* One of our monthly Writers has, indeed very-
juttly, objected to a Note concerning this Treaty in my
Letter: but if he had attended to the Context, he
-~ would have found that this was only an Error of Ex-
preflion, and that I ftrongly infift throughout, on the
Advice and Confent of Parliament, - IR

3 . < - Ulur-
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Ufurpation of any future Oligarchy, under
the {pecious Title of a Cabiner Council.

There are many who talk of the Prero-
gative, without feeming to have a juft Idea
of its Nature and Extent.

War and Peace, they fay right. = But if they
mean that, therefore it is needlefs for the
Crown to take the Advice of the great

" Council, that is, the Parliament, perhaps

they fay too much.

It is undoubtedly, as it ought to be, the
royal Prerogative alone, to make War and

Peace, fo far as the Power is executive.— -
~That is, it belongs to the Crown, as the
- executive Branch, to ratify Treaties, and

iflue Proclamations of War and Peace -

‘and fuch Proclamations have the Force and

Effe&t of a Law. B

But it does not follow therefore, that the

Great Council have not_the Right of giving

‘their  Advice upon, and their - Confent to,

the Terms of fuch Treaty. It fhould be

‘remembered that the executing an Inftru-
“ment, and the framing of that Inftrument,

are diftiné Points of Confideration.

g J:.All 1 Ads of. Parliament -are executed by

the Sovereign, and they are the A&s of the
A G - Crown,

Thus when they
fay that it is the King’s Prerogative to make
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Crown, as appears from the enalting Claufe,
which always runs thus—< Be it ENACTED
““ by the King’s moft excellent Majetty, by
¢ and with the Advice and Confent of the
““ Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Com-
mongs, in this prefent Parliament affem-
““ bled, and by rhe Authority of the fame,
¢ that, &> | i

«

 Yet no one fure will argue from hence
‘that the Crown has the fole Prerogative of
framing fuch Statutes. No. They are the
. Ads of the Crown ; but framed by Parlia-

ment: And the Authority for executing fuch

Acts, is the Advice and Confent of Parlia-
.ment. SR
 In like Manner with refpe@ to Treaties,
though they are A@s of Prerogative, yet
the Authority for executing fuch A&s, has
been, and we truft will be again, the 44-
vice and Confent of Parliament. Execution
is the proper Prerogative of the Head of the
Commonwealth, Deliberation and Advice is
. the Priviledge of the Body.

We know that War, in Effe&, cannot
~ be declared without the Confent of Parlia-
ment. 'The Nature of our Conftitution has
thrown a Barrier in the Way : For the Sup-
plies. to carry it on muft be drawn from Par-
liament, S
Why

e
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Why then thould Peace be concluded
- without fuch Authority?  The: making

Peace as well as declaring War, are both
fuppofed to be A&s for the Good of the

People, and it is ftrange to imagine that ei~
- ther fhould be carried into’ Execution with-

out their Advice and Confent,

‘This, my Countrymen, is the Mode pre-
{cribed by the Conftitution, and I will vén-
ture to add, by Reafon and Juftice. ~No-
thing can be more agreeable to Equity and

common Senfe, thanthe Words in the Writ

of Edward the I. which I took for the Mot-

- to of my Letter, and which I beg Leave to

rcpeat. . ‘ :

Loy juﬂ;jimé, | ﬁovz’da Cz'rqz?m/lbeﬂz'ohe

« flabilita, ut quod omnes tangit, ab Omini-

“ bus approbetur.”’ It is, fays this wife
Prince,—¢ a moft juft Law, eftablithed with
¢ the moft provident Circumf{pection, that
“ what concerns all, ‘fhould be approved
“byall”

"“f'Here we have ’the higheft Aﬂ"uranQé of

the Juftice, Expedience, and Legality of this

Praétice. We have the Word of a King, of .
a King of England, and one of the wifeft

that ever fat on ‘the Throne, that it is 2
moft juff Law., ~
RN : G 2 CelT . He
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- He has acknowledged the"People’s*Rights
in the firongeft Terms : Though, if he had
not, the Nature of our Government would
have fuggefted ‘them to the plaineft under-
ftanding. 'The Tricks of State may be hard
to comprehend, but the Principles of a free
Government are obvious to a common Ca-

pacity. |

- Happily the Arts of Refinement and Fine-
nefs aré¢ banifthed from the Adminiftration.
Neither our Sovereign or his Minifters need
have recourfe to mean Shifts and Expedients.
Their Defigns being juft and generous, their
Conduét is open and undifguifed. ‘They do
not endeavour to abridge the Liberties, or
fetter the Opinions, of the Public,

The Freedom with thich.'ever.y Man dei .

clareshis Sentiments, is the Effect and Sign of
good Government. ~ We live in thofe bleft
Times which Tacitus defcribes———<¢ Rara

“ Temporum Felicitas, ubi fentire que velis, :
“ & que fentias dicere licet,”—< Such is the

“ fingular Felicity of the Times, that eve-
*“ ry Man may entertain whai Opinion he
*“ pleafes, and declare what he thinks.”

Indeed fome felfith narrow minded Place-
men and Dependents, now and then prefume
to whifper that private Men have no Bufi-
nefs to interfere with Affairs of Government.

But
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But they are ignorant of the Principles of
our Government, or they are bafe enough to
fpeak the "Language of Slavery for private
Purpofes. - e

To fay tha’t “private .Mérkrhévev no Right.

to intermeddle with Government, is to. '

maintain that they have nothing to do with
what moft nearly 'concerns their own Hap-
pnefs and Mifery. As the whole, fays a
pirited Writer,  fhould be concerned for the

Prefervation of every Individual, fo it is the:

Duty of every Individual to be concerned for.
the whole, in which himfelf is included.

This Principle is agreeable to the Spirit
of our Conftitution. Qur. Anceftors were
[o far from thinking that private Men had
no Right to interfere with Government, that:
our Records- afford Inftances, where the
Houfe of Commons have declined entering

upon Queftions of Importance, till they

had gone into the Country, and confulted.
their Principals, the People: And we know
the Time when the Caufe of affembling the
Parliament was declared before their Meet-
ing, that they might have Time to receive
the Inftrutions of their Conftituents, on the

propofed ‘Subjects of Deliberation. o
- Such a Practice might at this Time How-.

ever be deemed impracticable ; and perhaps
it 'would be needlefs: For as the Channels

PR g e
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of Intercourfe and Correfpondence are
fiderably multiplied to whit‘theyf. Wefe'cér;:
merly, and as every Man, as I have obfery-

ed, has the free Liberty of exprefling his §

Sentiments, our Reprefentatives need not he
firangers to the Defires of their Confti-
tuents. - o |

;Neverthe]'cfs though our Government ad-.“‘ :
mits of all the perfonal Freedom which Sub- |
Je&s can defire, yet our Conflitution does |
not reft on that free Footing on which we 4§
‘cm:ll'd-wifh to fee it eftablithed. Montef. |
quieu very judicioufly diftinguifhes between I

- the Liberty of the Co;gﬁ‘z'z‘tzz‘iqn, and the Li-

berty of the Citizen.

~ The »'ﬁ‘rf’c_,‘ he ‘juftly obferves, confifts i‘n‘ -
the juft - Diftribution” of Power among  the §

‘three Orders of State : But the fecond de-
pends-on the real Security of the ‘Subje, or
on the Opinion which every one entertains
of his Safety. . .

It may happen that the 'C’mﬁz‘tuz‘z’ok may be E

free, and yet the Citizen may not be fo.
- The Citizen likewife may be free, and the
Conftisution may not.” 'In fuch Cafes, the
Confiitution. will be free by Right, but not in
Fac?: And the Citizen' will be free in Fad,

but not by Right, i
. . Liberty
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Liberty, with regard to the Conflitution,
lepends on the due Exercife of fundamen-
ul Laws : But with refpect to the Citizen,

| revailing Manners, Morals, and Examples

my give it Exiftence,

Itis obfervable t‘hat.‘.Z\l'ontej‘”guie‘u has exéﬁ’c-;
ly defcribed our prefent Condition. Our
(mfitution is free by Right, but not in

| Fac? : As Citizens we are free in Faé?, but

ot by Right.

The Encroachment of paft minifterial
Ufurpation has deftroyed the Liberty of the
Gmftstution ; the Morals and good Examples

of the Sovereign and prefent Miniftry, have

preferved the Liberty of the C’z'z‘izen.

ButOh! I muft again repeat it, how pre-
arious is that Liberty which depends on the
perfonal Virtues of it’s Magiftrates?  As

they cannot anfwer for the Abilities and

Inclinations of their Succeflors, if we do not

fecure our Freedom in Point of - Right as

well as Faé?, it may probably expire with
our prefent Governors, - -

i Th:s evinces the Neceflity of reviving the
conftitutiondl Mode of Adminiftration, and

¥ of reftoring the due Influence of Parliament.

Conftitutional Liberty, which’ confifts in the
juft Diftribution of Power among the three

4 | Orders
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Orders of State, and depends on;theduevexa
ercife of fundamental Laws, has been fub. |
verted by a Power unknown to the Confi. |

tation ; by, 1 ‘may fay, an Excrefcence in

Government, which, though no Order j. |

felf, has extended its Ulurpation over all the |

three..

‘A fairer Occafion never offered for de- |

ftroying this unnatural Influence. - We haye B
all moral certainty, from the good Difpofi- |
tion of theSovereign and his Minifters, that |

.

they will concur in any Meafures for the Se. |

curity of public Liberty. ~

If we can procﬁr"e the ap}‘)»ro’achxiﬁg Trea‘ty;
~of Peace to be concluded by the Advice and |
- with the Confent of Parliament, it will open |

‘the conftitutional Intercourfe between the B
King and the national Council; and will put
an.End to all intermediate and unnatural In- §
fluence, which has been illegally obtained, = |

To fay that this would be ‘throwing' too |
much Power into the ‘Hands of the Com- |
mons ; that our Government is already too
much of the Democratic Caft ; and |
too -flrongly tinctured . with Republican |
A Is rather to raife Quibbles, |
~ than to offer reafonable ‘Objections.  Such |
Men' either deceive themfelves, or artfully |

Principles,

attempt to impofe upon others,
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- There is no Poflibility of eftablithing a '.
Republic in this Kingdom, while the
fent State of Property fubfifts.. Unlefs Men

of overgrown Fortunes could be perfuaded

to throw their Eftates into Hotchpot, in Or-

der to fettle an Agrarian, there is no Fear
of 2 Commonwealth. And we apprehend
that it will be no eafy Matter to incline the
unweildy and pampered Sons of Opulence,

Could the moft diftant Profpe® of Incon-
venience arife from reftoring the conftitutional
Influence of Parliament, no Well-wifher to
his Country, no Man fenfible of the Perfec-

tion of our prefent Form of Government,

would wifh to try the Expedient: But in
Truth it is the only Method to fix our Go-
vernment on its true and original Bafis, and
to make the Foundation lafting:

Shall the Parliament, who have freely
voted unprecedented Millions for profecuting
this fuccefsful War, have no Share in con-
clading Peace? Shall they affemble in fo-

lemn Council to determine whether Spirits |

fhall be diftilled from Malt or Sugar—W he-

ther a Road fhall be cut through one Parith
or ‘another—And whether a Bridge fhall be

conftruéted from Fleet- Ditch or White-Friars :
‘And when the moft important ‘Concerns of
- H | the

~

pre- '

-

to {uch felf-denying and levelling Principles.
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the Kingdom are under Cdnﬁderatiom fhall

they be excluded from Debate? Shall they, |
I muft repeat it, who are chief Parties 1o 8

i
i
.
il
i
i
3

the Treaty, not be Privies to it? Forbid it '

Juftice! Forbid it Senfe! Forbid it Liberty! |

In fhort, let the Treaty be ever {o admi- |
rably framed, yet it cannot give Satisfa@ion. |
unlefs itbe concluded in the Manner which thé
| i ‘The Wifdom and |

Integrity of the prefent Miniftry afford us |
‘the ftrongeft ‘Affurance, that we thould have §
no Reafon to repent a Treaty concluded un- |
der the Influence of their good Councils; |
b‘ut the fame exclufive 'and.ir;'egular Autho- |
rity may, in fome fucceeding Adminiftration, |

‘Contftitution prefcribes.

‘produce another ‘Treaty of Utrecht. .

We need not fcruplev'to -aﬁiArm,“t;h'ai« for

Years paft, more efpecially fince the Revo. |

lution, all our domeftic Difcord and Divi- |
-fions have been owing to the Tyranny of 4 |
Prime Minifter, or to an Oligarchic Ufur- |

pation.

. The Time is now come t6 put an End to |
it, by turning the national Councils into their |

proper Channel ; which is only to be effected |
by rg:[to:mg -the conftitutional Authority of |
Parliament, .which ought, as I have fhewn, |

- to prevail in all weighty Concerns which re- |
| » o - quire §

ax L _

S e e e RS U i
D S S B RR A A FRS S T
e R S

(597)

quire matuare Deliberation : And to this-End
~.we hope that the approaching Treaty of
Peace will be debated in, and concluded by

the Confent of, the great Affembly of the

- Nation.

- Men who are for going .on-in the old
Track, may call this Innevation and Refine-
ment: But it will be in vain for them to
argue againft the free Principles of our Con-

~ {titation, defended by found Maxims of Po-
licy, and the Force of Practice fupported by
folemn Precedents.—Be not deceived, they

~cither {peak the Language of Ignorance or

Self-Intereft.

. Thus, my:«;Counti'ymén; 1 have endea-

voured to prove both the Reafon and the,
Right of the Mode of Negociation I have
-prefumed to recommend : And it-is to be
.wifhed that every Man would exert his En-

- deavours to procure the Re-eftablithment of

“a Practice fo conftitutional and effential to the
Welfare of this Kingdom. -
It behoves us refpeétfully to remind our
Reprefentatives of the Duties which they
owe to. themfelves and to their Conftituents:

- And the Recolletion will infallibly engage
them to affert their own Dignity, by main-

taining the national Rights, p
o ' I
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If we lofe this happy Opportunity of put.
ting in our Claim, when the Juftice and Ge-
nerofity of the Sovereign, and the Prudence
and: Moderation of the Miniftry invite ‘our.
Petitions, and give us the ftrongeft Affur-
ance of Succefs, we fhall make a bad Ufe of
the Freedom we enjoy by the Indulgence of

the Adminiftration,

If we do not endeavour to-make the Con-.
Stitution free in. Fagt as well as by Right; if
we are tamely-content with our own prefent
and precarious Freedom - as Citizens—How
thall 'we anfwer the Indolence and Negli-
gence to ourfelves ? R TR

- But above all, fhould the Bleffing laft for
our Time, yet how fhall we anfwer it to

Pofterity, to entruft the Security of their Li-

~berties and Properties to the perfonal Virtues

of, perhaps, unborn Governors feme Re-
et ——Farewell, 1 am, a Friend to you
v all, in being a Friend to the Conflitution.

s i i




