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2 H O Tam not fond of appearing
@ in Print upon any Occafion, yet I
% could not refift the Importunity of
WRNI® my Friends in this County which
you reprefent, that I would throw out to the
Public my Sentiments upon a Point that we
apprehend has - in its Confequences affested our
own-Liberties, and may, in the ‘End, deftroy

o ' thofe of our Pofferity.

What I am now to-lay before you, 8ir, is
‘the Senfe’ of your beff Friends in this Coun-
1y 5-and that it is not digefted into the Form .
of an Inftruction, is owing to ‘the Opinli]on
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they have of your Tntegrity; and that you |
will be determined by Truth, whether offer d |
by Way of Inftruétion or Advice, Had the § fent Parliament will willingly give up any

Subjeét T now teuch upon, -been of fucha Na- - | Power or Advantages which the former Exi-

- ture, as that it could only affe@ the Laws of
Seciety, without violating the Rights of Nature,
you might not have been troubled with this

Addrefs: . But -I conceive, = Sir; that every.
People; nay every Individual of a People, has |

- a Right of remonftrating to the Guardians of
 their Properties and Liberties, againft Mea-
fures that evidently tend to weaken the one,
and to {ubvert the other. - Give me leave
- farther to. fay, that, as the Rights of Natiire

never catrbe extinguithed' in the Laws - of -

ciety, if the former are violated by the
latter, the People have a Right to re-
cur to other Remedies befides Inftru&i-
ons.' I have thought it neceflary, - to:pre-
‘mife. this much in general, Sir, becanfe I
know a DoCrine has of late been broached,
as if a- Parliament, were they at one Viéte
tear up by the Roots every Foundation .on

which the Liberties andProperties of theNation

are built, bad a Right to: expe@ from. the
‘People an abfilute, nay an unrepining Com-
pliance. L e T e
__Tho' .I am fenfible, Sir, . with how much

Tendernefs. for the natur al Rights of. the Peo- ~ that is confirmed by the Experience of all

Ple, the. prefent Parliament has exerted .the
great Truft devolved on them 3 yet their Py-
rity. and Difinterefiednefs. is no Security to the
L People

40 1

People that all. future Parliaments will be e~
qually virtuous. ~Befides, I dare fgy the pre-.

gencies of the Times made expedient to in-
woft. them or their immediate Predeceffors -

8 with, as foonas the Reafons for that Truft

ceafe. - This is what a good Parliament will

| te fond of doing, efpecially as they cannot

anfwer for the Virtue of their Succeflors.
. The Alterations, Sir, which extraordinary
Reafons of State have rendered either expedient
or meceffary in the Conftitution, have, 1 am a-
fraid, rather diminifbed its Majefty, than ad-
ded to its Security: They may have given
Power to the Government, but T am convinced
they have given o Strength to the Nation.
Upon this Convi@ion it is, that I take the

| Liberty to lay before you my Sentiments with

regard to one, give me leave to call it, Jano-
vation in. our Conflitution, which a tempc-
rary-Exigency of Government perhapsonce ren-
der’d tolerable to the Subje@t, but the |

- ingrafting it upon the Conftitution may ren-

dcr,,dangerous‘_to his Liberty. You will eafi-

Iy guefs that Imean the Caje of Septennial Par-
. liaments, ' . o |

- Here, Sir, I'muftlay it down asa Maxim,

gesand Countries, that a frequent Reverfion
to firft Principles, is neceffary to the rightPre-
fervation of any Conftitution ;- for this plain
el Bz " Rea-
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Reafon, ‘becaufe it is from the Fountain a= |

lone that the Streams which create the Vi

gour and Bloom of Liberty can be fupplied; "

Every other Suftenance it receives, however it
may impofe upon Mankind for a Time, i

Jorced and unnatural,- Now, Sir, if thereis

in the whole Syftem of the Britifb Conftitu
tion, a firft Principle that gave Life, Dignity

- and Strength to all its other Parts, it wasa

frequent Rotation of the Legiflative Power,

- or to fpeak -more properly, & frequent Return |
- of that Power into the Hands of thofe from B
- whom it was derived. At the Conqueft, the

Conftitution of England received no Altera-

tion in this Refped, any farther than that the |
~ Reprefentative Body began then to be called
~ by the Norman Word Parlament, inftead of |
- the Saxon WITTENAGEMOTE, or what, ac-
- cording’ to Sir Henry Spelman, is almoft the [
- very fame, ForxmoTs: And it is plain from
‘the univerfal Confent of Hiftorians and Law-
~yers, from the Conqueft to the Time of |

Henry VIII. that new Parliaments were held

-every Year., At firft indeed they were held i

twice a Year; but the Diftractions occafioned

by the Civil Wars prevented their meeting fo
- often. The firft Inftance which we have
~that a Parliament may be held but once 2
“Year, isin the Reign of * Edwardthe Second,

R RotpoBd XL . . |
5 o N : thifﬁ ‘

()
Whérc_ ‘we find, Qae Parliament [ferra tenu un

d o dewsc foits per HAn. . e. That a Parliament

all be beld oncé or tivice every Year.
~In the 36th of Edward the Third, we find,
That for Maintenance of the {aid Articles and

’A “Statutés, and Redrefs of divers “Mifchiefs that

daily bappen, a Parliament fball be bolden every
Tear. Y
~In'the Reign of Richard the Second, we
find otie of the Demands of the Subje@s to be,

| « ‘That a Parliament may be yearly holden in |
3 convenient' Place, to redrefs Delays in

« Buits, and to'end fuch Cafes as the Judges
“doubtof.

““To multiply” Quotations of this Nature,
would be both unneceflfary and tedions. I
thatlonly obferve that the firft Inftance which
we have of the Parliament’s being prorogued,
was under one of the moft arbitrary violent

~ Pririces that ever this or any other Nation be-

held, I mean Henry the Eighth : This Stretcch
of Power was perhaps the ftrongeft Evidence

of the' Effects which the Alteration of Property
“under his Father, Henry the Seventh, wasat-
“tended with. Butthe Scale of Property, which

befor¢ that Time had always and unalterably
remained with the Barons, beginning now to
incline to' the Commons (who were by that
Time {enfible "of the great Advantages which
the making the Properties of the Barons alie-
nable, gavethem,) prevented their giving any
Difguft to that capricious Prince, thc‘Weigl;% B




~of whofe Power and Authority might fooq

have reduced the Ballance tq its former Poize, !

On this Account the Crown. was fure of meet-
ing with no Check from the Commonsin al|
the arbitrary. Meafures then purfued, there-
- fore its Interefts led it to ‘continue- _ their

Power beyond the limited Time.

© On the other hand,
fond of what they at firft vainly imagined. was
a Relief, and a Kind of an Eimancipation from
Law ; -they were too much -immerfed in the
Luxury which the vaft Sums.they raifed -by
alienating their Lands fupplied, to retain the
fame Jealoufy of the Power of the Crown, and

the fame Vigilance over their. own Indepen- |
_ dancy and the Liberties of the People, per-

- hapsthey were too weak, to difpute this Inno-
' vatién. However that may be, it is certain,
 that this Power which the King then affumed,
- was till that Time unknown to the Conftitu.

~ tion ; and had not the Circumftances of his |

immediate Succeffors rendered. it both unfafe
~ and unpracticable for them to make fo bad a

- Ufe of that Innovation as it would have ad-. |
- mitted of, the Crown ‘might by. this Time |
~ have claimed the Nomination of Members of |

- Patliament, asa Rightinherent to itfelf,
But a weak ynacirve. Minority, Differences

about Religion, a difputed Title to the Crown, §

and the Jgmorance of a Foreign or an upflart
Miniftry, faved the Nation from being faddled
witha perpetual Parliament in the four fuc-

- ~ ceeding §

the Barons were too |

(7)

B cceding Reigns.  Every: one ‘of the Princes that

reigned during that Period, had a new Scheme
of -Religion or Government to execute, a
new Syftem of Power to eret, that abfolutely
required a Rofation of the Legiflative Power.
The Views of one Party during the Reign of
Edward the Sixth could not be  accomplithed
while the Parliament, that had ferved the o-
ther, fate. The favourite Project which Queen
Mary Had of eftablithing Popery, could never
be ‘brought ‘about by Means of a Houfe of
Commons whereof the Majority was Protef-
ant: The fame medley Parliament that re<
coghized theTide of Queen Elizabeth at the

| Beginning of her Reign, was not to be trufted

towards the Middle of it ; and King Fames
was uneafy with-all Parliaments. It was not |
therefore in all that Period the Intereft of the
Crown ::to perpetuate a Sitting Parlia ment.
Queen Elizabeth indeed, had the been willing,
might have got:a:Parliament to her ownLiking;
and in cafe fhe had entertained: any ' arbitrary
Views, might have prorogued it to a Perpe-
tuity 3 but the Maxims by which fhe-govern- -
ed,:rendered it impoflible, . that either a-difz
loyal or: afervile Parliament ‘could be return-
td: .. Asthemever governed by ai Fa@ion, the
Intetefts of .the. Government and the Sué/e& |
were:the fame in the. Elegtion ;- and “the idy~
thority of the.-Sovereien was united with the
Power of the:Rarkiament in the Reprefentation.

¥ .
T e S

TV et

0




=

(8)

ftretch his Prerogative to the utmoft, till he
able either to skreen his Minifters, or defend
Strength ; it knew what a Pageant of State a-

King is, unlefs he has fomé Intereft either jn

one without their Affiftance; and that. the
very Methods he fell upon to command it, loft
him theother.... .. - ol

“his Parliaments for twelve Years tagether ; for
the Nation at laft' found the Means of wreft.

Parliament.

- And here, Sir, giveme Leaveto fuggett to §

your own Reafon, oneor two Confiderations |

- that may have fome Weight with regard to §
. the Part you may act on this important Head, |
- - Had the Reign of King Charles the Firft

- been diftinguithed by a Series of misfortunate

Conduct of one Minifter, skreened by a Par- |
liament whom he found Means to corrupt; |
“had this Minifter obtained the Difpofal of 2
. -+ . Revenue |

.. Charles the Fittt, by a fatal Train of Po.:
Aiticks, began with thinking Parliaments #rou-
blefome ;5 then -unmeceffary 5 then dangerous;.
and laft of all #ebellious. . This.led him to.

found it like a broken Reed in his:-Hand, un-- |
himfelf: For the Parliament knew its ewn.

the Purfe or Affections of the Public. They,
knew  that Charles never could command the

It was in vain therefore that he difcontinued:

ing from him an Affent to 2z 4, that.tho’i; |
was not perfectly confiftent with.the Conflis
~ tution, "yet brought it a little nearer to. its firft |
Principles, I mean the 4% for a triennidl B

4 .
!

dable even to the united Strength of the Na-

and whofe Pay was dropt or continued ar his
| Pleafure: I fay, Sir, would the Nation at that

of fuch aMinifter? Would it not have exprefled
the fame Refentment. againft the Influence of
Cofrzép{iézi; _that it did againft the Abufe of

| thought a zriennial Parliament a fufficient
Barrie “againft the. Encroachments of Power

their 'Voice, annual Parliaments muft have
again taken Place; the Legiflative Power muft

% often’ as this Rotation took Place. .

Things then ftood : They hadran A& paffed

wh’ip%;’

¥ Vears, ‘independant  of the Sovereign, if he,
hould ' neglet to call them.  This A&, fpe.,

Prelude of an Extenfion of the parliamentary
C  Power,

| Revenue greater than ever any King of Erg- -
land’ before "pofleflfed : Had he been back-
ed by an Army whofe Numbers were formi-

tion, whofe Officers he placed and difplaced,

| Time have thought its Liberties fafe even for
threeY ears, in the Hands of a Parliament that
fopported “the Power;: or skreened the Crimes = -

| Prerogative? Would Pym or Hampden have

wpon the natural Rightsof their Fellow Subjoct?. -
No, Sir, they would not; had it depended on,

have revolved more frequently : And thus, if
the Chaiinels of the Conftitution bad contraét- -
ed any Impurity, they muft have been clean’d.

But'let us confider, Sir, what they di_d\;:és: |
‘executed itfelf, and rendered the,
8 Meeting of Parliaments, at leaft once in three -

clous as it was at that Jun&ure, was but the,
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(10) ,.
Power, toa Degree that intirely ruined the
Contflitution: For it is certain, that if the
Parliament, when they found the’ Indepen.
dunts and the Army beginning to aum
Dictatorial Powers, had had the Virtuz to by,

diffidved isfélf; or tohave fuffered the King o |
do it, and thus to have returned to the People |

the Exercife of their Rights; they muft hay
prevented all the Miferies that afterwards fol-
lowed :* But Power, like Circe’s Cup, has 4
Charm that changes” Patriots .into Tyrans

Freemen into “Slaves, and Heroes into My, B ; Sy ;o |
‘ IR s, Sir, ought | in their Guilt, and the Conttitution acceffary
B toits own Violation. ' Charles the Second was

Siers.  Tts intoxicating Qualities, Sir, ought

therefore always to be diffrufted; they ought |
~ to be withheld” even from thofe who we have |

Reafon to believe are moft Proof againft them,
It would be extremly impertinent in e,

Sir, toretale all that hasbeen wrote with re-

gard to-thé fatal Confequences which this

Craft ?of'Prongui'ng,‘ .or, which is the fame |

Thing, of continuing Parliaments, was at-

tended with in the Reign of Charles the Se- §
cond, uhder whom the Triennial A& was |
repealed. - I cannot however: help making |
fomg Remarks on the Conduc of that Prince |

) e

and his Parliaments. |

 Being nfble how impoffible it was togn |
‘his arbitrary Ends, without the Countenance |

ofa Parliament, the very Name and Nature

of which.he hated ; hedid not, as his Father’s |
miftaken Policy led him to do, attemptat firft |
to rule without Parliaments, but to corrupt |

0

o

’fhem.ﬂ' ‘But give me:léé,ve to fay, S!ir,:‘thét this

wasa more ‘effetual Way to enflave the Na-

| tion than his Father had taken. ‘While a de-

figning Prince or Miniftry works without a
Parliament, they work upon their own Bote
tom ; but all their Shifts and Arcs to raife
Money are foon exhaufted, . and  the Exi-
gencies of Government muft at laftforce them

| to have recourfe 'to':_,_tvhe Parliament. . But
| when they wor# with a corrupted Parliament,

they make the Nation, in fome Senfe, a Party

fenfible of this ; but his Revenues could not .
afford fuch a plentiful Supply of Corruption
asto be fure of a Majority upon. every Elec-
tion: Therefore he took care to haveas few -
Eletions as poffible, and lumped the. Affair
with his own Penfioners in the mean Time :

Buttheir Behaviour is a Proof that: the De-

rees of Corruption are in proportion to.its.
%/Ieans." The' Sums that Charles lavifhed,
were but paultry, when compared with thofe
that others have expended to the fame Pur+
pofes. His Penfioners ventured indeed a little

“in the Pool ; bug ft_hc;r ;ﬂ]i{V‘Cvl'Cd ,- and turned

back from' the dirty Plunge. Chasles, there-
fore, was, miftaken in not having an enters
prizing Minifler, who knew the Secret of
making ‘them foufe over Head. and Ears.
ad he. got fuch a Minifter; the. Nation,
would have been foon weary of Parliaments,
c C 2 and




and the Court would have beheld them ;s

‘out fealoufy, nay with Fondnefs. Tt is trug, |
that on the one Hand, he might il haye |

‘found Inconveniencies in frequent Ele@iong ;

- -andon the other, his Minifter might have ng
~thought it quite convenient to deprive thePeo. |
Pple of all their Rights of Ele&ion, as Chariy |

did. - The firft Meafure would have required

2 great deal more Money than he had to |
beftow, to.havc.anfwered‘his}{ Ends; and had |
he followed the fame Courfe which Charls |
took, it had been impofiible ' for them 1

‘have raifed Money enough to have. kept them
firmto_ his Intereft in every low Job, of which
all firft Minifters, in a free Country, muft

neceffarily have a great Number,

- We may therefore reafonably “conclude, |
that had Charles thoroughly underftood the §&
- Method of managing Parliaments, he would |

- neither have ruled by fhort ones, nor have fuf- |

pended the People’s Right of Eletionentirely,

‘but have fallen upon the Proje of Septennizl |}

ones; which might have effeGually ruined
the Nation: For, befides the Confiderations
Yhave already mentioned, a Septennial Par-

liament is the Means of 'keeping every Shve |
of a Court to his Duty, more effectually than |
perpetual Parliaments: For if he knows that |

he cannot be turned out. of his Seat; ‘he will |
- bea great deal more refractory ; he will treat
his Paymafter more 4e baut en bas, than he |
~will do when he knows- that it depends on his |

(13)

B own Zeal for the Intereft of the Miniﬁcr',k:t'hgt |
| he fhall fic when the feven Years are ex-

ired. , e

Perfter the Revolution was. effe@ed, it is
well known, that Triennial Parliaments were
then looked upon as the great Touchftone of
the New Eftablithment, by all who aced on
the Principles of Liberty, and underftood the

Intereft of the Nation, or had feen the terri-—

ble Confequences with which long Parliaments
were attended. Nothing therefore in King
William's Reign was more agreeable than
refloring Triennial Parliaments ;- and the great

| Things they did were fufficient Proofs of their

Expediency. Notwithftanding the Hopes of the
Facobites were ftrong; their FaGtion nume-

rous ; the King without Iffue ; and two diffe- -

rent Parties perpetually oppofing and under-
mining one another, bothin the Court and
Senate ; yet we find that avigorous War was
entered into againft the overgrown Power of
France: The Proteftant Succeflion was efta-
blithed in the Houfe of Hanover ; the Money
of the Nation was re-coined ; our Faith with
our Allies preferved ; the Honour of the Na-
tion afferted; an honourable Peace conclud-
ed ; the Debts of the Public laid upon: fure
Funds, the * Prince eftablithed firmly on the
Throne, and all by aT'riennial Parliament. Let
us look into the fucceeding Reign, we fhall

 find
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find the Nation united at Home, refpecte]

and triomphant Abroad, the Credit of the |

Public high, the Union undertaken and cop.
Pleated, the Machinations of Faction defeat.

‘ed, and the Power of Frarnse ‘reda

“be ‘imagined; Sir, ‘that ‘th

Queen Anne, would have fo chearfully coriti. |

buted to the immenfe Expences of the War, if

they had thought that their'T'axeshad been laid |

by a Parliament that was vifibly under the In.

fluence of 4 Minifter? Can you imagine, that

if the Miniftry, uncorrupted and zealous as it
then was, had had to do with Septerinial Par.
Haments, they would not have found the .
Means of gaining a Majority over to their Ins |
terefts.  Befides, ‘Sir, I believe it will be found B
by Experience, thata Parliament of the fame |

Men who meet every Year for feven Years,
would, if left to themfelves, without the leatt
‘minifterial Influence, fplit into Parties, 'that
muft inevitably be ‘of vaft Detriment o the
Service of théir Country.  We have, I think,

but brie Inftance of a Patliament before the |
prefent: one; that was abfo'lu‘tely without any

undte Influence from Minifters, and that was
the Patliament which' £ vigoronfly oppofed

King Chartes the Firft; yetby the noble’ Hif

torian's ‘Account, and’ by ‘the Accounts of
thofe who fité in it, ‘there never was a more

miferably divided Set of Men in the World.

Lam therefore convinced, - thar had: the ‘great
B ‘ ' War

; : v Ol Lrance ced to the |
¢ Nation, unde

BN
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| War with Frapee been carried on under a
; :scptennial Parliament, even though it l}a,d
een quite pure from Corruption, the Nation

never could have made fuch Efforts as it

did: Intereft indeed unites Men; butifitisa

deftructive Intereft, the Union muft be de-
fiructive too, -and the longer it lafts the more
deftructive. -
_In the fucceeding Reign, which was that
of George the Firft, the Proteflant Eftablifh.
ment took Place, and a formidable Rebellion,

Q@ was fupprefled undér a wicnnial Parliament;,
| For I call it Triennial Sir, becaufe. when

thefe Things happened, it had not yet made

itlelf Septennia/: But the Nation’s being (il .
‘ina Ferment, the Enemies of the Govern~ -
ment active and zealous, and the Prince 2 -
Sranger to the Manners of the People, it wag -
thought convenient fiot to venture another B
letion in fo thorta Period, and for the Par., .
liament to continue itfelf for feven Yearslonger,,
Befides, it was ftrongly urged,, that in the, .
then uncertain and unfettled State of the Na-,
tion, no Foreign Power would chufe to enter;

into any Alliance with us, if they did not, fea

the fame Parliament that had given fo many;
§ [nftances of its Zeal for his Majefty’s Perfon. -
B :nd Government continued. It was then gb-, -

jeCted by many, that it carried an Infinuation;

of the worft Sort along with it, for the Parligy: -
ment in a Manner to declare, that the; .
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Share which his Majefty had'in the Affectiony

of his Subjeéts was fo litdle, that they wer
not to be trufted with the Ele&ion of their owy

Reprefentatives :. That inftead of making the |

Ferment ‘which the Nation was then in fab.
fide, it would increafe it, thould the Miniftry

“lar and unconftitutional, It Awas"fa’rther ﬁid',

that thofe Allies ought neither to be courted nor J

to be trufted, who would not enter into Tres-

ties with us, unlefs we gaveup our Conftitu- [

- tion: Nay fome, who were averfe to' this Mea-

fure, went fofaras to fay, 'quz;]{z';'zg,' Lords, :

a nd Commons could no more: continue a Parlia.
ment beyond its natural Duration, than the
can makeone. - o
I fhall not pretend to enter into all the
Facts and Reafonings that each ‘Party offered
in Support of its own Opinion ; I fhall only

take ' the Liberty to fay, that all the Argu.

ments which prevailed with the Legiflature
for repealing the T'riennial A&, and pafling the
Septennial one, wete merely temporary and de-
termined with the Exigency of that particular
Junéture: Therefore Sir, I muft take the
Liberty to examine whether the fame 'Rea-

fons that might have fwayed with the Parlis- [§
ment in the Year 1716, or if Reafons equally’
firong for a Septennial Parliament ftill ‘exift.

This cannot but be looked upon by all impar-~
tial Perfons as a fair ‘Way of arguing, efpeci-

ally

Tuﬂ)’a Thing that was {o' extremely unpopy. [

William and

(17)

ally as it is allowed on all hands, that fre-
quent Parliaments were the undoubted Pri-
vileges of the People in their Original Confti-
tution, and that the Continuance of Parlia.
ments beyond their natural Duration, came
in under a tyrannical Reign, and was adopted
by weak or defigning Princes. .

 But before I enter into this Part of what I
propofe, I muft beg leave to take Notice of
an Argument which I knew, at the Time
of enating the Septennial Bill, was urged a-
gainft Triennial Parliaments ; and this was,
That three Years was too JShort a Time for a
Parliament to effect any great Thing that is

| for the Interef} of the Nation. Sir, if we ex-
8@ :@mine this Propofition by a Comparifon of

Facks, I believe it will be found thar, at leaft,
as great Things have been done by Triennial,

‘nay by Annual Parliaments, as have been done

fince they were difufed. We have already
mentioned fome of the great Things done by
Triennial Parliaments in the Reigns of King
ueen A4nne, Let us fee what
great Things for the Intereft of the Nation

| have been done fince their Days. Canour
| pacific Negotiations with Spain, ftand in Com-

petition with' our glorious War with France?
Will zbe frequent Votés of Credit, thac have
been fince granted, eclipfe the Merit of re-
coining our Silver 2 Can the Convention be
compared to the Peace of Ryfwick, the
Treaty of Hanover to the Conferences of
: D , Ger-
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Gertruydenberg, or the Riot A5 to the Efig.
blifoment of the Protefiant Succeffion 2  Give
me leave to fay, Sir, that Pofterity will look
upon this Companfon with a very different
Eye from what we do; and that fome ftron.
ger Proofs for the Objeéhon muﬁ be brought
~ before the World can fwallow it. :
- If we confult Reafon on this Head, thcre
never was any Thing more ridiculous ; for 1f
a Parliament does anyThing, they muft do it in

“one Seffion 5 if 1t is put off to another, all their I
Proceedings muft ‘re-commence, if they are

by Way of Bill. As for the Approbation
which the Parliament gives ta the Proccedmgs
of a Minifter, which they do not -give by
Way of Aé, and which perhaps another Par-
liament mlght refufe; it  might- deferve
a little Conﬁdcrauon whether fome late
Sanétions, which certain Tranfa®ions have
received, or feemed to receive, has entirely
tended to the Intereft and Sansfaé'tmn of thc
Nation.

T now proceed,” Snr to whatlpropofed |

I mean, to confider whether or not the fame
general Reafons for continuing Triennial Par-
liaments ftill exift, as they did when. the Sep-
tennial A& took plage.

In the firft Place, his lété Ma;eﬁy was 2

, pcrfonal Stranger to "the Inclinations, Man-
ners, and Principles of 2 great ] Numbcr of his
- Subjects when he came gver : A ftrong Pre-
judxce lay thh one Paraty agamﬂ:a Proteftant

Prince,

(19)
Prince, with another againft a foreign one,
and with fome ‘againft all Princes: Another
Intereft, incompatible with his, had been en-
couraged, and received Countenance at Court
during the laft Years of  his .immediate
Predeceffor’s Reign; and ‘had acquired
Strength enough to break out into open Rebel-
fion.  The French were at the Time of that
'Rebelhon watching to improve every Op-
pertunity which our Divifions afforded : The
Diftractions in the North prevented our ex-
peing any Affiftance from that Quarter:
The Emperor, our then firm and natural Al-
ly, was recovering from a long expenfive
War, and was engaged afreth in another with
the Turk {o that all our foreign Dependance

was on the Duteh., Thefe Confiderations

gave fome Colour to infift upon Unanimity at
Home ; and Unanimity at Home, it was pre-
tended, never could be -obtained but by con-
tinuing the Parliament. Thefe were the Ar-
guments infifted upon at that Time for conti-
numg the Parliament; but I conceive, Sir,

that every one of thefe Reafons have either

been found falfe in. Faé’c or: that they no lon-
ger exift, - |
His late Ma_]eﬁy d1d not owe the qu1et Pof-

ﬁafﬁon of his Crown, during the remaining
Part of his Reign, to- the Continuance of the

Parliament ; he did not owe. it to any Accef-

ﬁon of forc;gn Alhance, wlnch that quha- :
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ment encouraged ; he owed it, next to his

own wife Government, to the - Alliance of
France, under the Regent, whofe Intereft K

led him to culiivate a ftri¢t Friendthip with

‘Britain; but no Man of Common Senfe wil] §
pretend that this Alliance wasin the fmalleft |

Degree. owing to Septennial Parliaments,
'The Rebellion was fuppreft before the Parlia-
‘ment was declared -Septennial, and the A&
‘which declared it, was fo far from producing
Unanimity at Home, that every Body- who liv-

‘ed then may remember, it produced nothing |

but. Divifions and Animofities. ~
His prefent Majefty fucceeded to the Throne

. with all the Advantages which the Affe@ion
‘that-the Nation retained for the Memory

of his Father, joined to his own Royal Vir-

‘tues, could give. - The Difaffectionthat trou-

bled the firft Part of his late Majefty’s Reign,

-is now vanithed. There is fcarce fuch a Perfon
now in the Kingdom, as a genuine old ¥ aco-

bite 5 nay I will venture to, fay, that they who

~were moft diftinguithed for their Adherence

to that Party, and even adted with Vigour
and Zeal to bring in the Pretender, are now
the fureft and moft thorough-paced Friends
that the Government has in that Part of the
Ifland : : Nay it is notorious, that the Fami-
lies of that Party, which' were at the Time of

the late Rebellion in Scotland diftinguithed  §
for their Facobitifin, are now increafed one |
third in Riches, in Tnfluence, and Power; |

and

(21)

B .nd there is not above four of thofe Eftates
B that were forfeited, which are not now in a

better Condition than they were at the Time
of the Forfeiture, and in the fame Hands, or
their Defcendants,  If we look through Ezg-
land, the very Name of Facobitifin feems to
be forgot 5 and if it is ever mentioned, ic is

t with Ridicule and Contempt. . |

But all the Writers in favour "of the Minif-

| try and Septennial Parliaments, have ftill in-
B duftrioufly endeavoured to confound the two
Terms of DifaffeGion and Diffatisfaction to-

gether ; though nothing in Nature can be

B more different. Diffaffection arifes from Prin-

ciple or Prejudice 5 it prevails alike under all
Governments that hasnot the ridiculous Stamp
of the Faction to recommend it ; it equally
abhors a gogd as a bad Adminiftration, if not
¢ftablifhed on its own abfurd Principles ; nay,
nothing gives thofe few who may happen flill

B to betainted with it, fo much Uneafinefs and

Difquiet, as a firm, vigorous, and fuccefsful
Government ; nothing affords them fo much

Pleafure, as public Misfortune or national Ca-

lumz'ty.r .

- Diffatisfaction, on the bthér hénd,lv is foﬁndé
ed on the Abufe of Power, as the other is on

the Exercife of it, by thofe to whom it isin-

trufted : It proceeds often from Zeal, and of-
ten from a Jealoufy left the Honour of the

Nation may fuffer in weak or wicked Hands, .

The Diffatisfaction that has prg\(é.ivlcd of late,

has

B

eI e

N S o AT L

e b e s e B




(22)
 has not proceeded from Perfons, but Meafures,
and has always been juftified by the Event .
They who "are at prefent diffatisfied, have

given the moft eminent Proofs of theirAttach. |

ment to the Principles upon which his Majef.
ty’s Title to the Throne is founded. It wag
with Grief theyfaw the Contempt the Na.
tion has fallen into abroad; and they faw with

Conceérn the fame Meafures purfued, and the |

fame Perfonsemployed that had ‘ccafioned i;

their Diffatisfaction, that has put the Nation
on its Guard, they aced as dutiful Subjeds,
more zealous for the Honour of the Crown than
the Intereft of the Miniffer. But as foon as
the Meafures were altered, ‘they joined in giv-
ing their Voices to more honourable Meafures;

they even out-did the Miniftry itfelf in their |

Zeal to fupport his Majefly ; ‘and it  is to be
- hoped their Zeal will meet with fuitable Suca

- cefs, P LA
 Upon the whole, therefore, Sir, I think it
is undeniable, ‘that none of that Difaffe@ion,

which ferved at leaft fora Pretext to repeal the |

Triennial A&, now remains ; and that not
one of the Reafons that wete then given for
emacting the Septennial Bill, can be pleaded
for its' Continuanee; but midny Reafons may

be given why it ought at this JunGure to be |

repealed. - T T
- One of thefé Reafons, Sir, is, that wé have

as yet feen 110 good Effeéts which hay attended |

"~ the

(23)

B e Parliament’s fitting feven Years; on the

contrary, it may be bereafter in the Power of
a Minifter, who has Poffs, Places, and Pen-
Jfons at his Difpofal, to fecure a Majority of
2 Septennial Parliament, o as to approve of
all his deftructive Meafures : Whereas, if the

| fame Parliament were Triennial, the People
B would have the Means of fetting afide’ thofe
| Members with whom they have Reafon to be
| diffatisfied feven Times in one and Iswe'nty‘

£ on t nt thev o e Proofs of B Years, inftead of three Times. The Pro or=
¥f on that Account they gave fome Proofs of B o herofors of the Chance, which the Pégplg
| has for the Prefervation of their Liberties under

Triennial Parliaments, and under Septennial,
i8 as fwenty-one to feven. ‘ ‘

Another  Reafon, Sir, why we ccnccivclyoz;

onght to vote for the Repeal of that A&, if it
fhould come beforé you, is the Succefs which

alate Meafure propofed to fecure the Indepen-

dgn;;y of Parlgaments met with, Had ‘that

Bill, Sir, - taken Effec, the Neceflity of re-
foring T'riennial Parliaments would not have
been near fo great as‘it is; ‘but as it feems to
be determined that Placemnen and Penfioners
may compofe the Majority of one Houfe, itis

but natural to with that the Temptation of
8 their enjoying their Seats and Emoluments at

the fame Time, for {0 long a Term as feven
Years, wereremoved: And to conclude, that
if it is not removed, the DiffatisfaGion that

fow prevails, will ftill continue, and the Suf-

.- picions
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pxcmns of the Reprefentatives of the People be.
ing under an undue Influence, muft increafe,

o

Two Circumftances, Sir, that are ‘but of
Yefterday, convince mie of the Expediency of B 8
repealing this A& : The firft is the Succefs of
the Excife Scheme. ThatScheme,deftrucivea; |

it was, muft have ccrtamly taken Place, had i
ot been for the approaching - Eleéhons But
they who were moft zealous in {peaking and
writing in itsFavour, were fo indifcreet as to own
that theywere afraid if theyfhould carry it thro’,

it mlght influence the Eleions of their |

Friends in the next Parliament, and thereforc N
| try. The reftoring to the People theirantient

it was more expedient to fet it afide.

 The other Circumftance I mean, Sir, is

- what happened on the late Occafion 1 have
Jjuft mentioned: It is certain, that the Ma-

jority on that Occafion was lefs than ever was |

known upon fo important a Queftion. Butto
what do the Dependants on a certain Gentle-
man ‘attribute this in all public Places and

Companies ? To that Gentleman (to ufe their - §

own Words) giving Leave to his Friends to
vote againft him: Why fhould he give them

this Leave Sir? To be fure left they difo--
blige their Conftituents, and lofe their Places |

in the approaching Elcéhons. B
From thefe two Circumftances, Sir, it ap-
Ppears, that the more near an Election is, the
~more cautious isa Mlmﬁry ; and if the Elec‘
tions were twice as frequent ds they are, the
~ Miniftry would be thcc as tender of the Ig-
| terefts

| fairs of the Government.
Opinion that our ‘Miniftry durft not go to

| Inclmatlons

vy

terefts of the Public, and confequently : that.
B hc Public would receive double _Advantages. .

The reftoring the Confitution to its origi-

nal Privilege of frequent Ele@ions, muft be
| attended with the’ beﬂ Confequences with re-

ard to the foreign Interefts of the Nation,
and the Figure which {he makesabroad. That

this Kingdom has vaft intrinfick Strength, the

prefent Effosts againft the common Enemies of

d all Parties. amongft us, is an evident Proof’;
B And nothing can defeat the
| which the Terror of this Strength muﬁ: always
] Ignroduce, but the Opinion that our Neigh-

good | Effe&s

ours may entertain that the Parliament isun.

| der the Inﬂuence of a weak timorous mef—

Right of frequent EleGions would go far to

| cure them of this Miftake ; ; and they would
'[oon find the Difference betwixt the Refolu-
| tions of a free Parliament, and the Trifling of

aninterefted Minifter. Let us refle®, Sir, on
our late Treatment from Spain : Can 1t be
lmagmed that fhe would have dared to treat us
in the infolent inhuman Manner fhe has done,

if fhe had thought that the Voice of the Peoplc
had retained the fmalleft Influence on the Af-
It was, Sir, their

War; their Opinion that the Parliament
never would force them to at againft their

Treatment we received.  Their Pretences a-
bout the Cry of the People, and the Violence

§ of the Oppofition to the Government, isweak-
) and ridiculous: If th%z had thought that the

People

‘which produced the infamous




People, or the Oppofition had been of any Cop: B
fequence, they would never have prefumed o
puth Affairs to the Extremities they did.
- Weare now entered into a War, the Sup-
port and Management of which muft depend
in a great Meafure upon the Affetions of the
People towards the Government, .
- ftoring them to all their antient - Privileges, i
- the beft Means of fecuring their Affetions,
and never can create the leaft Uneafinefs in the
Breaft of any well-meaning Man in the Na.
If Minifters defign well, and a@& ho-
neftly, frequent Elections, inftead of hurting,
will" preferve them, and the Governmen
will be built on the ftrongeft of all Fou
tions, the AffeGtions of the People, B
- But thetrueTeft of the Merit of this Meafure

(27)
the Freedom of Debate 5 but unlefs the People

| bave a Right of frequently electing their own -
| Reprefentatives, a Prince or a Minifter may
| fllupon a Way to preventall Debate in Par-
| liament, by gaining over.a Majority
may purfue Meafures which fhall force all the
honeft uninfluenced Part from their Affem-
| bly. and leave none but thofe whofe Interefts
§ lead them to be all of one Mind. 1t like-
| wife {ays that Parliaments ought to be held fre-

| quently ; but here Minifters have a ready An-

W (wer: Al that is meant by that,. fay they, is,

R That the Parliament in Being fball meet fre-
| quently, that is, once a Year. Thus it appears,

B that the Claim of Right did not fufficiently -

| provide for this important Privilege of the

B People: Andit was owing to the Inftances of
the. Country Party that the Triennial Bill
“pafled atall ;5 for it had once been refufed the
Royal Affent in King William’s Reign: But
the Friends of the Conftitution went fo far, as

to declare,. that according to the Principles
upon- which King William came in, and
the Obligations he lay under to the Peo-
ple, they.expeted that even amnual Par-
| fiaments would be- reflored. Thus it is plain,
that the Senfe of the Patriots who brought a-
bout the Revolution, ‘was for the frequent E-
leGions of Members of Parliament; and that.

if they were not exprefly provided for by
Claim of Rights, it was owing to a Prefum
tion, that they were fo infeparable from t
Ends for which the Revolution was brought - -
about, that they werealways.tobe underftood -
# a Fundamental of Government, .
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is to-examine by the Conftitution of Gres. B
Britain_in particular, - The provoking Steps
James had taken to deftroy the |
Conttitution of the Nation made the Revolu-
tion neceflary ; but it-was amazing to fee, that
for feveral Years after the Revolution was ef-
feCted, the Bill for Triennial Parliaments had |
not paffed : This gave great Concern to all-
who-withed well to the ‘Conftitution; and is
a farthier Proof ‘that nothing is {o bewitching |
as Power; for if there was a Grievance, the |
Continuation of which made the Revolution |
neceflary, it was the depriving- the People of
their Rights of frequent Ele&ions. The Claim
of Right indeed aflerts the Freedom of Elec- %
zions 5 but to what Purpofe was it to affert-the [
Freedom of a Thing that might not happen |
- once ina Man’s Life-time. ‘It likewife. afk

which King
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ras gy | ‘;{
- 'This leads me, Sir, to one Confideratiop |
that unanfwerably proves the Neceflity of fre. B ) THIRG -l he tution _
| xqutnltmg?cgfggs ,y | P\;?lrich is, lthabif «)tr-hey :e i toally »‘P}féwﬂedhgggmﬁghe one,and if the otheér

not. fully provided for by the Conftitution § ,“?"F"F{O A‘?ff?&‘_‘,?‘l;ly,g}’afded'%Sa_‘/ﬂ@.1“3?0; be
fince the Revolution, it is miferably defec. hoped that it fooh will. For my own Pare,
ive; becaufe, in that Cafe, the People cap|

” (’29)

- have no Controul upon the Abufe of - Parlig.
mentary Truff.  For if a Parliament 16§
always to fit, how can we fuppofe that the Peo. |
ple can bave any Redrefs ‘of thofe Grievance |
- which that Parliament may create.  Give me J§ 7, M DE unhealy ©_ apprehenhve, e
Jeave to fay, Sir, . thac -however diftant the f§ Whilethey part with their Powet forfo fong
- Probability may be, that there isa Pofibility )
~of a Parliament’s entering into Meafures that
may overthrow the Conftitution. - Now as this |
1s poflible, can we imagine there -is no Re- |
medy for this in the Conftitution ? And yet f§
- there can be none but frequent Elections by §
the People. For the laft Refort -of Juftice |
being.in a King and Parliament, -the Parlia-
ment alone can check a Kizg ; butifa King, |
or rather his Minifter, thall find Means 1o |
- gain over the Parliament, none can check
them- but. the People: Yet the People cannot §
legally.do it while sthey continue a Parliamest, |
‘Therefore it is abfolutely neceflary,  that the
People thould have it, at leaft, in their Power
to fet thofe Reprefentatives afide, whom they |
‘imagine have betrayed their Fruft ; and not |
to wear the Yoke not only about  thei |
own Necks, but thofeof their Pofterity. |
- I muft take the Liberty farther to obferve, §
Sir, that the Doérine of an  unaccountable,

neceffary, - to create a corrupt Dependa nce of a
- Majority of Parliament upon' themfelves ; and
that tho’ they do'not do i, ‘yet the ‘Pedple

Jealoufy is bist too well founded on Experi.
ence 5 forif we look irito the Hiftory of paft

ofthe Durat}ionfdff Power, was always attend-
¢d with the Lofs -of Liberty ; and that ‘the
fhorter the Term “was for which if was grarit-

B flances -of this Kind ;- you need but dip into
'the{Hi‘ﬁéries’.of‘ Greece and Rome, to 'fee it ve:
tified "almoft in every Page. Tam fenfible
that Inconveniencies did arife from' the fhort
Time in ‘which their Magiftrates enjoy’d their

| ones which might have attended fuch an.Tri-

fevation in the Conflitation; as the prolonging
thofe. Powers muft have been attended wich, -
In fhort, 8ir, 2s'T am’ zealous for the Ho-
uncontroulable Parliament, is fupported by the |
fame Arguments with that of an. abfolute 42’” "

dered, mutt be built upon the other, I could
§ b chac his Majetty’s Reign were diftinguith-
T e e

’y

bitrary Prince. The Conftitution has effiec-

Ithink that feven Years is-a fufficient Time
§ forany Miniftry, if they find it convenient or

o AE LT =l R

will: ftill be uneafy and ‘apptehenfive,  Jeft -

2 Time asfeven Years, abad Ufe may be'made -
of it in’the mean Time. ' And indeed: this

Ages, we thall theré find that the Extenfion

B od, the Liberties: of the People were more
fafe. - It would be endlefs to multiply ¥n-

Powers ; “but the. People wifely ovérlooked
thefe Inconveniencies; becaufe of the greater

§ our of his Majefty, and the Freedoni of the
‘eople; and as. the one, if rightly confi-
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‘ed by reftoring to the People this fundamen-
tal Charter of their Liberty. I cannot fee the
leaft dangerous Confequences -it can pofibly
be attended with. I can forefee many glo-
rious Advantages, not only. to his' Majefty,
but tothe Nation muft arife from.it; asfuch

%F " | (30) ’

Confidetation of this Meafure ; and 5o Man.
fhall - more fincerely fbare in the Pleafure

tors, you fhould refufe to concur with the In-
~ ftances of the worthy Patriots who fhall puth
this in your Houfe ; you will fuffer as much
in your Intereft among -your Conftituents, as
you will do in the Efteem of your Friends.

I have omitted any Thing material, the O-
two following Speeches of twoGentlemen who

for the prefent happyEftablithment, which-did
not prevent their doing their utmoft for ob-

not near {o ftrong as they areat prefent ; andl

 Animo repetentem exempla tuorum,

B | am, Sir, jz_a‘ur Frz‘erzid,andeef‘zmzéf,ﬂ as you
 bebave enthis Ocegfion,

I have taken the Liberty to recommend the

" which the Honour of contributing to it muft
give to you, than myfelf. But. if, contrary.
to the Hopes and Expe@ations of your Elec-

I might add a great deal more, Sir, upon-

this Subje, did Inot think that it isfo felf--
~evident, that it requires very little Proof. If -
miffion will be more agreeably fupplied by the

- always diftinguifhed themfelves by their Zeal |
" taining a Repeal of this A&.  Thefe Speeches §
were delivered at a Time when this Meafure |
was propofed; but the Reafons for- it were

hope you will remember theAdvice ofthePoet:-

E tpq;erfiEnc,as,Es’ avunculus excitat Hector: |8
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Mr SPEAKER,

W

journed to a very remote Day,
e upon a general Opinion, (which I

> hope is well founded,) That no
Vote of Credit will be propofed I
L believe we can fearce expect tofee 2
fuller Houfe than this Day produces, ‘There can-
not therefore be a better Opportunity of making
2 Motion, ‘which, I' apprehend to be of fuch
National Coneernment, that I have long wilh’d
it undertaken by fome Perfon, better able to
lipport it than my felf: But I have this Satisfa-
chon, that what I am going to offer, will fo

Manngr of laying it before you, and I cannot

comes to he maturely Lconﬁdcre"d

I believe we aré noné of ué unappm’ci of t%i@
Diflike the People in general have always had to

Long Par}xamgms* A Diflike juftly 1 foynded 3 on

.

~ H E Call of the Heufe bemg adi

far fpeak jtfelf; as may fupply any Defects in my -

doubt the Concurrence of this HQufc, whcn. 1§ ‘
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fveral new. Privileges granted to the Subject:
Then: comes the Claufe relating to Parliaments,
which fufficiently fhews the Intention and Origi-
nal Inftitution of them was for the Redrefs of
Grievances: For the Bill enalts, That for the
Maintenance of the [faid drtitles and Statutes (that
is, the Privileges beforemention’d) and for Re-
dref of divers Mifchiefs and Grievances; which
daily bappen, a new Parliament fball be beld once
every Year, as another time was ordain’d, The
16th of Car. II. recites, That by the antient Laws
and Statutes, Parliaments are to be beld dery often,
and therefore enacts, That the Sitting and Holding
of Parliaments [hall not be intermitied or difconti-
med for more than Three Years. .

Reafon and Experience; Lone PARLIAME gy |
IN FORMER REIGNs HAViING PROV'D Ty §
UNHAPPY CAUSE OF GREAT Caramrryy |
To THIs NaTIoN, and having been at all time; B
declai’d; AN INNovaTiON UPON 0UR Coxsry. |
Ty TroN. Iam convinc’d there is no one that heay |
me, who does not believe; the People thought them.
felves highly aggriev’d by the Septennial Bill: Thy
- they even look’d upon it as a dangerous Infringe-
ment of their Liberties, notwihftanding the Caufe gl. |
ledg’d in the Preamble to the A@, which feem’d;
at that time, to carry fome weight with it,

"That Caufe being happily temov’d, they defire
to revert, as near as may be, to their ancien
Conftitution: and furely there can never be a
more favourable Opportunity to effeCtuate it
than at this Juntture, when His Majefty, 2 1k
great Foy of the Kingdom, has been gacioufly
pleas’d to declare his Satisfaction, That the Peo-
ple are foon to have an Opportunity of chufing
a New - Reprefentative. ‘The prefent Parliamen; |
draws near it’s Diffolution: What can it do more
for it’s own Honour # How can it crows it’s ma-
ny meritorious Acts better, than by redreffing a
'~ Grievance a sUCCEEDING PARLIAMENT May |§
~POSSIBLY HAVE IT’S'REASONS FOR NOT EN- |

TRING INTO, |

. In the early DaYs when this pmdéht Care was

plications to the People for Money, unlefs upon
extraordinary Emergencies, unneceflfary, It there-
fore plainly appears, That Redrefs of Grievances,
making [alutary Laws for the Good of the Commus-
vity, and Preferving the Liberties of the People, by
Jupporting a due Ballance between the Power of - the
Crown and the Rights of the Subjeli, were the main
Ends “of calling Parliaments. ‘The Power of cal-
ling them being the undoubted Prerogative of
L L L the Crown, it became neceffary, for the Safety of
- Frequent Parliaments were early declar’d 2 @@ ithe Subjedt, to oblige the Crown to c3ll them
Fundamental Part of  our Conftitution, In' the |
4th of Edw. III, an A& pafs’d for holding them
once a Year, or oftner if there fhould be Occa
HAon. . In the 36th Year of the fame Reign that |
- Statetz was confirmed.  In that Parliament Magms |
- Lbaria and Charta de Forefta were confirm’d, a,n% B

| R o S |

|

kind is no longer neceffary, nor can it ever be
Jo long as we preferve to our felves the Power
of granting Money. The Crown Revenues being
Jimk, or wantonly granted away, the annual Call
for a Supply  muft neceflarily produce an annua}

e T

tken for frequent Meeting of Parliaments, the
Crown was poflefs’d of Revenues, which made Ap-

frequently, I muft confefs, Sir, a Caution of this,

Meeting
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Meeting of Parliament. But give me leave & |
obferve, the Grievance now complain’d of s of a |
very different Nature: It is not founded on Dif -
continuance of Parliaments, but on a s00 long and |
deangerous Continiance of one and the Jame Parlig!
ment : A Praltice unheard of 'in former T imes;’

- when Prorogations were not known : ‘For, when g
Parliament ‘was annually call’d for the Redrefs of
Grievances, as foon as the Bulinefs: of the Sef:
fion was over, it was diffolv’d, and a new-one-
¢alPd the next Year for the"’-fglne';Purpofe 5 by

firms the 16 Car. IL that Farliaments fhall bé
held once in Three Years at leaft, and adds,
That w0 Parliament [ball- continue move than thres

| Good of tbe Nation. That Year the Septennial Bill
B puft; the Repeal of which I am now going to-move,
| but believe 1t more agreeable to the Rules of the

Houle, thas the A ielf fhould be firt read,

which Means the Country had a proper Chect wpt
on their  Reprefentatives, and- thofe who bad ap-.
pear’d 10 be too muck under the Influence of the
Crown 5 thofe who were too much attached to the.
Miinifeery bad lefs Opportunity of injuring their
Country s the People bad it more frequently - in thier

Power to foew a proper Refentment, and remedy |
the Evil, by Jending others the next Year in their -
Places. L S .

The Preamble to the Bill, which is the Fquﬂ?
dation of it, will; I think, Sir, admit a, very ea-
{y‘Anfwer:” As to the firft Point, That Trien.

, thenfome, and  Expenfive, thau they were  evey
B oo W hown before that Law  paft, I readily agree: But
This Matter feems fully explain’d by 16 Car. 11, §
- which does not only prevent Difcontinuance of .
Parliaments, but wifely provides againft the too limg
- Continuance of one and the fame Parliament, by.
¥na&ling it into a Yaw, Thata new Parliament |
Shall be called once in Three Years, or oftner if there |
‘be Occafion.  The Bill of Rights in the Second
Seffion of William and Mary, among many othet " |
Privileges which we now enjoy, Lna&s, That §
for Redrefs of Grievances, amending, ftrengthen- |
ing and preferving Laws, Parliaments ought to
be freqguently beld; and the Sixth of the fame
Reign explains the true Meaning of the Claufe, |
when it declares, That frequent and new Parlia-
anents tend very mych 1o the bagpy Union. and goid | .
e TR | y o

Cusfe. - But I would ‘willingly confine .my flf to
Expence, might add to or diminith the Grievance

B hears me, .whether he would not give more for

a Annuity. of Three Years than for 2’ Grant
determinable at the end of One: and by the fame
fuity of Reafoning whether Septonnial Paxlzz;,

Agreement besween the King and the People it cons

Yoars at fartheft.. Between That and the Firft of "
the late King, feveral Parliaments were held, and
none continued longer than three Years; fome
held only- for one. Seffion ;- which feems 0 be the
Orsginal  Confitution, and bef calculated for the

AR TR P

nial Parliaments bave proved more Grievous,” Bur-

kt us confider the Caufe, The Lengthening the
Term occafioned the Expence, 1 fear T might add, -
e Multiplicy of Places enjoy’d by Members of
§ tis Houfe, may be too juitly alledg’d another

E el e
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the particular ‘Point, . how far the Term or Dura-
tion-of Parliaments might incréafe or. leflen the
omplain’d of.  And I will confider it only in this

| Light, by.fubmitting. it to every Gentleman that -
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- Affiftance T flatter my ‘felf "I thall ' now have in

.carrying on to renew the Rebellion and Invafion §

wents muft not prove more Grievous, Butthen
fome, and Expenfive then Tiennial, at leaf
in fuch a Degree, as an Annuity for Seven Yeary
deferves a better Confideration than one for
Three. | | ‘ - .

But fuppofing, Sir, I fhould be out in thi |
Point, which T can never give up without due
Conviction; this Argument in the Preamble
is, I hope, entirely at an end. The A& againft
Bribery and Corruption (which muft ever redound
io the Honour of ‘this Parliament) will neceffarily |
remedy this Evil. That Glorious A& will pre
went Corruption in the EleCors: Nothing but frr.
quent, new Parliaments can remedy it in the Elo |
cted. .

" The other Reafon upon which that A& wa]
founded, namely, a Sufpicion, that Defigns were |

from abroad, was in my humble Opinion, the
only juftifable Pretence for enalting it mnto a
Law; and might poffibly have induc’d fome Gen- |
tlemen of very great Honour and-Integrity to give |
their Votes for the Bill’ at”that Juricture, whofe

them, -

repealing it: For thofe, Sir, who voted for it
from that View, could never intend it thould be
made perpetual, or that it fhoyld continue longer B
than that Misfortune fubfifted: = =~ -

I muft beg pardon of you, Sir, and of the
Houfe, for the Trouble I have given you. The
Nature of the Motion, I am going to make yov,
has unavoldably drawn mé into a Length as dif
agreeable to-my felf,’ as it muft "-have*been}-l-ﬁi? :
Mo ‘ T ~ thole |

gird,” though I

(o)

fhofe that hear me. Numberlefs Arguments will - |
occur_to every Gentleman in favour of it 3 I will
therefore conclude with this Motion, vill

That Zegz‘z;e be gz"verfz' to bring z'k e Bill Jor Re-;
pualing the Septennial 4G, and for. the more frequent-
Mecting and Calling Parliaments. | |

In this; Sir, T hope I fhall be juftified, as it
annot proceed from any indirect or private Views,
bt from a real Convittion, that the Hﬂppineﬁ’
and Safety of this Nation depends upon it :
which I am {upported by the common Voejce of -
the People, and have it particularly recommend--
edto me by a great Majority of thofe I have the
Honour to reprefent in Parliament, as well as from -
my Neighbours of the City of Coventry, for whofe
Q8 Recommendation I fhall always have a due Re-
have not the Honour to Reprefens

in
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& many ftrong and forcible Argu

denr ~ very fenfible therefore of the Dif
? vantages I muft lie under, in attempting to
peak after him : and I thould content myfelf with

”‘E:a'rely Seconding him; if the Subject Matter of |
| this Debate was not of - fuch Importance, that |

fhm:ﬂd he afhamed to return o my Eleétors, with-
out endeavouring, in the beft manner I am able,

to declare publickly the Reafons which induced me |

to give my moft ready Affent to this Queftion.

*Tis evident fr"oin“whéxt has been féid, That

the People have an unqueftionable Right to fre- |

;q;ent ‘new Parliaments by antient Ulage ; and
har +hio g5 TN - S
Lf]"*t ‘this Ufzge has been confirmed by feveral
Q i . y . “ o
aws, which have been progreffively made by
‘ ' -oour

s 4 ported the Neceffity of it by fo |

" ments, ‘that'thereis hardly any &
=, thing new to be offered.. T am |

(11) |
our Anceftors, as often as they found it neceffai‘y |
winfift on this EsENTIAL PRIVILEDGE. |

Parliaments were generally annual, but never.
continued longer than - three Years, till the re-
markable Reign of Henry VIIL. '— He, Sir;-was
2 Prince of unruly Appetites, and of an Arbi-
mary Will; He was impatient of every Reftraint ;
the Laws of God and Man fell equally a Sacri-
ficeas they fleod in the way of his Avarice, or
difappointed his Ambition : Fe therefore intro-
duced Lonc PARLIAMENTS, becaufe he very
well knew that they would become the proper In-
firuments of both ; and what a Slavifh Obedience
they paid to all his Meafures' is {ufficiently
known. . C s T

If we .come to ‘tihé"Re_igri of ng Cbarles ;the "
 Firft, we muft acknowledge him to be -a Prince

of a contrary Temper; he had certainly an in-

‘mte Love for Religion, and Vertue, and of con-

fequence for the Libérty of his'Country.. — But
here lay the Misfortune — He was led from his
natural Difpofition by Sycophants and Flatterers 3

‘they ‘advifed him to neglect the Calling of Fre-

quent New Parliaments, and: therefore by not ta-
king the conftant Senfe of his People in what he
did, he was worked up into fo high a Noton of
Prerogative, that the Commons (in order to re-
firain it) obtained that Independant Fatal Power,
which at lait unhappily brought him to his moft -
Tragical End, and at the fame time fubverted
the wholé Conftitution, And I hope we fhall
Jearn this Leffon from it, never to compliment

“the Crown with any New or Extravagant Pow- .

ers, notto deny the People thofe Rights which
o B3 | - by,
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an Decr-arep, That they fhould be hp}d
?rf;uently. — But it feems their full Meaning
¥ was not underftood by this Declaration, and there-

[ 12 ]
by antient Ufage they are entituled to; by 4,
preferve that juft and equal Balance, from which I
they wilf Both derive mutual Security, and which, |
if duly obferved, will render our Conflitution g, : .
’ Envy and Admiration of all the World, of all Parties fhould be ‘fpc‘cxﬁcally. manpceﬁed,
| | the Parliament never ceafed ftruggling with the
Crown till the TRIENNIAL LAaw was ob,ta1n§d~;
‘The Preamble of it, which th_c_HonourabIe (;@17
fleman has recited, is extreamly Full and Strong,

King Charles the Second naturally took a Sy.
“feit of Parliaments in his “Father’s time, g |
was therefore extreamly defirous to lay them
alide. But this was a Scheme impracticable, Hoy. |
ever In effe@® he did 1o, For he obtained 4 |
Partiament, which by its long Duration, like z
Army of Veterans, became fo exactly difciplined
"to his own Meafures, that they knew no other |
- ©Command but from that Perfon who gave, them

their Pay. SR S el

Word DEecrLarep - before Exacrep, by
' ,whiCh I apprehend, That tho® this Law did not

g of their firt Meaning, and therefore ftands as
B Pt of that Original Contract -under which the
o o <« [ Cnftitution was” then fettled — His Majefty’s
- This'was 2 Safe and a moft Ingenious Way of | T
‘Enflaving a Nation, — It was very well known
‘that Arbitrary Power, if it was open and avow’d, |
would never prevail here, — The People were |
‘therefore amufed, with the Specious Form of thejr |
Antient Conftitution : It exiffed, indeed, in their
Fancy ; but, like a mere Phantom, had no Sub-
ftance nor Reality in it; for the Power, the
Authority, the Dignity of Parliaments were whol- |
ly loft. — This was’ that remarkable arliament
which fo juftly obtained the opprobrious Name
of the Pewnsiox P‘ARLIAMzni*,‘and was the
Model from which, I believe, fome LaTER Par-

LIAMENTS have been exactly copied. " .

W tut Contra®t ; and, if upon a Review, there thall
ppear to be.any Deviations from it, we ought

His Majefty, will at laft be willing" to revert to
thofe Original Stated Meafures of Government, to
rew'and ftrengthen that Tite.

But, Sir, I think the Manner with ‘which the
SterEnNiaL Law was firft introduced, is a
g o7 ftrong Reafon whyr it fhould be Repealed, —
W People in their Fears have very often recourfe to

At the Time of the Revolution the People

e bn,"will themfelves prove fatal ‘to that Confli-
made 2 freth Claim of their Antient Privileges, ‘ |

and as they had fo lately, -experienced the Mif:
ortune of long and fervile Parliaments, it was

g% intended only as a Prefervative againft a
" then § o

- Tem porary

fore, as in every New Settlement the Intention
3. '

and in’ the Body of the Bill you will find the

inmediately take Place at the Time of the Re- -
whition, it was cerrinly intended as Declaratory -

Title to the Crown is primarily derived” from

o treat them as fo many~_,Injuri_€s dene to that
Tile. And I dare fay, That this Houfe, ‘which
B lis gone through fo long a Series of Services. to

] defperate Expedients, which if not cancell’d in fea-

ftion which they were meant to fecure, — Such,”
M5 the Nature of the SEPTENNIAL Law: it

%
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The Influencing Powers of the Crown at dai-
jy encreafing, and it is highly requifite that Par-
jaments fhould be frequently refponfible to their
Conftituents; ‘That they fhould be kept under

Temporary Inconveniency : ‘The Inconveniency |
Is removed, but the -mifchievous Effe@s ftilh
continue ; for it not only altered the Conftitutio }
of Parliaments, but it extended that fame Pi.
liament beyond its Natural Duration 5 and thers.
fore carries this moft unjuft Implication with it
That you may at any " time ufurp the moft Iy
dubitable, the moft Effential Privilege of the
People, — I mean that of chufing their own Re.
prefentative. A Precedent of fuch a dangerois
Confequence, of fo fatal a Tendency, that I think
it would be a Reproach to our Statute:Book if |l
that Law was any longer to fubfift, which miglit
- record it to Pofterity, S

grefts.— Modern Hiftory, 1 believe, will in-
form us, that fome very dangerous Attempts upon
ar Liberties have been difappointed. — Not fo
much from. the Virtue of many in this Houss,
s from the Apprehenfions they may have had of
x Approaching .ELE“CTIQN,.H .

It is true, there.is a Provifion againft fuch. whofe
Places vacate their Seats here, but this is no Guard
wainft Secrez Penfioners, and P[ace-/a.olders. - Give
me leave to fay, that the Laws, with refpett to
tem are very infufficient, and as we were not
dlowed to make them effectual, the People have
o other Remedy but a new Election.

‘Thisis a Seafon of Vertue ‘and Publick Spiit, §
~Let us take advantage of it, to Repeal thofe Laws]
which infringe on our Liberties, and introduc]
fuch as may reftore the Vigour' of our antiétt]
Conttitution, | | - |

hip upon thofe who may be excluded out of this
Houfe, and cught reafonably to take their turn.
| —But feven Years is the Purcha’ of a Man’s Life.
It is equaily hard upon fuch whofe private Fortunes
won’t admit them to engage in fo long and pain-
ful a Service .~ It muft be fo to thofe who mean
no view nor advantage by it.

- Human Nature is {o very corrupt, that all Ob
ligations lofe their Force, unlefs they are frequent.
ly renewed. — Long Parliaments become thert-
fore Independant of the People, and when they
do fo, there always happens a moft Dangeros[§
Dependance elfewhere. .~~~ 7

It has of late been denyed, that the People have §
a Right of remonflrating to us. — It has been|
called an unjuftifiable Controul upon the Freedoni}
of our Proceedings. — But then, et them have]
- more frequent opportunitiés of varying the Choice §
of their Reprefentatives, . that they may difinif
fuch, who have UnrarTar vLLY withdrawn

their Attention from them;, T

.1 think too, that nothing can be of greater
ufe to his Majefty than frequent new Parlia-
ments, —- That he may. often take the freth ‘Senfé
of the Nation, and not be partially advifed. F or
his Meafurcs will always have a greater Weight
both at kiome and Abroad, the more generally
he refers himfelf to the Opinion of his People. A

te conftant Awe of alting contrary to their In-

I think that long Parliaments are a great Hard-

3]
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A farther Mifchicf of long Parliaments is,: that

acquaintance * with  Members,

is of fo bafe a Natur¢; that at Arft fight it i

extreamly .fhocking, — hardly any one has fyb.
mitted to it all at once. — His Difpofition muft
be previoufly underftood, the particular Bait muft
be found out with which he is to be allured, and™

after all it is not without many Struceles. the’
he furrc::nders his Virtue, — .Indegd .therggal:es ’fsﬁ: :
who will at once plunge themfelves over Heyd
‘and Ears into any bafe’ Action, but - the generaliry - |
of Mankmd are of a more cautious Nature and |
will proceeed only by leifurely .Degrees.,éj One' |8

or two perhaps have deferted their Colours the firft
Campalgn,_ fome have done it a Second. — But, |
a great many, who have not that eager Difpo- |

fition to Vice, will wait il a Third,

For this Reafon, Short Parliaments have been
lefs Corrupt than Long Ones; they are obferved,
like Streams of Water, always to grow more imZ
pure the greater Diftance they run from the Founs

tain-head. S o

I am aware it may be faid, That frequent new
Parharnepts will produce frequent new.EXpences,'
but I think - quite the contrary ; I am really of
opinion, that it will be a proper Remedy againft

the Evil of Bribery at Eletions, efpecially as you |

* have provided fo wholfome a Law to co-operate
upon thefe Occafions. ' S

¢ : ’ s
Bribery at Eleftions, whence did it arife? not
- . from

tr)

iom Country Gentlemen, for they are fure ol
a Minifter has Time and Opbortariri 4t e chofe without it; It. was, Sir, the Invention

Ppog?n;f:&‘?g gemﬁg B¢ wicked and corrupt Minifters, who have from
: : . : Ctifing kg
feveral Arts to win them into his Schemes.—% But'

this muft be the Work of Time, — Corruptiog

ime to timeled weak Princes into fuch deftru-

Wivc Meafures, that they did not dare to rely
: upon,the‘ natural Reprefentation of the People.—

Long Parliaments, Sir, firft introduced Briberys;

B coufe they were worth purchafing at any.

Rate;— Country-Gentlemen who have-only their
Private Fortunes to rely upon, and have no mer-
nary . Ends to ferve, are unable to oppofe it,
dpecially if . at any time the publick Treafure
full be unfaithfully {quandered away to corrupt
their Boroughs. — Country Gentlemen, indeed,
my make fome weak Efforts, but as they ge-

il - prove unfiiccefsful, and the time of a frefh

Smuggle is -at fo greata Diftance, they at laft
gow faint in the Difpute, give up their Coun-
ty for loft, and retire in Defpair. — Defpair
nturally - produces Indolence, and Zhat is the.
poper  Difpofition for Slavery, — Minifters of
Sate underftand this very well, and are therefore
uwilling  to awaken the Nation out of its

B Lchargy by frequent Eletions. — They know

that the Spirit of Liberty, like every other Vir-
tie of the Mind, is to be kept-alive only by -Con-
fant Action, That it is impeffible 0 enflave
ths Nation whilft it is perpetually upon it’s
Guatd. — Let Country Gentlemen then, by hav-

R ing frequent opportunities of exerting themfelves,

be kept warm and active in there Contension for.
the Publick Good 3 This will raife that Zeal and
Indignation which will at Jaft get the better of
thdfe undue Influences, by which the Officers of

the Crown, though unknown to the feveral Bo.
sughs, have been able to fupplant Country Gen-

temes
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tlemen of great Charatters and - Fortune, wh |
live in- their Neighbouthood. — I don’t fay  this §
upon idle Speculation only, — Ilive in a Country |

, Il appeal o |
many Gentlemen in the Houfe, to More oyt of |

where it is too well known, and T’

it, (and who are [ for this very Reafon,) for the
Truth-of ‘my Affertion, Sir, It is 2 Sore which

has been long eating into- the moft vital Part of

our Conftitution, and I hope the Time will come
when you will
a-Minifter thould ever gain a Corrupt Familiarity

with our Boroughs, if ‘he thould keep a Ry

GISTER “OF THEM IN HIs CroseT, and;

by fending down his ‘Treafury-Mandates; fhould §

fc 1 * ¥ 1 t fOI'
Jan’t exprefs a greater Zeal for his Majefty,

procure a Spuricss Reprefentative of the ‘People,

the Cfipring of his Corruption, who will be az

all ‘times' ready to recoricile and juftify the moft

contradittory - Meafures of - his Adminiftration, |

and even to vote every crude indigefted Dream
of their Patron into a Law;y If the Maintenance
of his power
“their Attention, and they fhould be guilty of
the moft violent Breach of Par’l'iamentary Truft,
by giving the King 2 Difcretionary Ziberty of
Taxing the People without Limitation or Con
troul: the laft fatal Com
to the Crown.— If this fhould ‘ever be the un |
happy  Circumftance of this Nation: The People
ndeed  may complainy but"the Doors of that
Place where  their Complaines fhould be heard,
will for ever be thut ‘againft them, ~ =
the Crown is very juftly ap
growing to ‘a Monftrous, I
too Great a: Size, and feveral

- The Power of
prehended to be.
dhould have faid,

~ Method

probe it to the Bottom, — For if |

fhould become the fole Objett of |

pliment they can pay §

(19)

’ P " £ g
Methods have been unfuccefsfully propofed for
eftraining it within its proper Bounds.

But our Difeafe, I fear, is of a‘complzca:tfi}cl na-
wre, and I think that this Motion is wilely Dlr’-
terd,ed to remove the firft and princpal Di-

order.— Give the People their Antient Right

of Frequent New Ele¢tions; That  will reftore

; . e
e decay’d Authority of Parliaments, and m%
put our Conftitution into a natural Condnmn of

yorking out her.own Cure,
: : - - ’
Sir, upon the whole, ITam of opinion, That
the Liberties of the People, of the Honour and

h 1
; : | .
Dignity of this Houfe; than by .Seconal?g ;:a1
Motion which the Honourable Gentleman hag

made - you,

P
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Sir Willidm Morrice [ - | .8ir T. Heathcote ||
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General - '
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