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| LETTER to a Member
i T e R R - of Parliament.

=g AT Vice and Immorsa
Bal|eF lity are at a high Pitch,
| LdmRal that Robberies of every
| S | S | | kind do daily increafe, and’ that
i R neither the bare - Complairiigg;
thereof, nor the Recommenda-
tion of Virtue and Honefty, will
in Oppofition to fuch Practices
reform the Offenders, is a melan-
choly Truth not to be doubted.
- Relief to the Publick, and
- Amendment in the Offenders,
R R can only be expeéted from effec-
p e R | tual Laws, R
\ Bk . e B Man-y

,‘.:»&IifR,.
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‘Many Laws are in Being for

 the Punithment of Thieves and

A

YR ek

Robbers, and the Buyers and
Receivers of Stolen Goods ; the
Latter of whom, are in an A&
of the 1ft of Queen Ann, Chap. g.
faid to be zhe principal Caufe of
the Commiffion of fuch Felonies.
And they may, I think, with
great Propriety, be term’d fo
many MasTer THIEVES.

- An A& pafled in the 4th Year
of his prefent Majefty, for zbe
more effectual punifbing Stealers
of Lead or Iron, Bars fixed to
Houfes, or any Fences belonging

- #hereunto ; in which A&, the
Buvers AND RecEIvVERs are made.

fubje& to the fame Punifhments

with the Principals. But neither =
that, or the other Laws in Being,
efpecially with Regard to the

Buyers, have obtained the in-
tended

(3)
tended Effe®: For notwithftand-
ing the Number of Offences daily
committed, the Offenders are fe-
dom apprehended, and, when they

are, frequently efcape on their

- Trials; delivered from Gaol, they

generally become abandoned, re-
new their old Courfes more daring-
ly, and, I may add, more frequent,
being encouraged thereto, as well
from the Chance .they have, of
not being again apprehended, or
getting off on their Trials if they
are, as from the little Apprehen-
fion they may have of the Punifh-
ment of Tran{portation, if con-
victed—However this be, it is,

T think, demonftrably true, that

the Number of Offenders in both
Kinds increafe, witnes the fre-
quent Advertifements of fuch
Robberies, and the ineffe@ual
Offers of Rewards for Difcovery,
R B 2 both
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both Parties being ’ceﬁfented by
Mutual Intereft, as well as I\/.Iug
tual Safety, all Rewards are vain;

- from which, I apprehend, it ap-

pears that the Laws alrcady made
are not effe@Gual for prevent-

“ing fuch Pra&ices—Which leads

me to point- out to the beft of
my Judgment, the Reafons of

their Incfficacy, and to recom-

mend a Law now in being, as
a Precedent, humbly conceived,
proper to be followed in the pre-

~{ent Cafe, and give fome Reafons

why fuch Law is more likely to
obtain - the ' defired Effe& than
any other now in Being, for pu-
nithing the Offenders before com-
plained of : And this, I think,
were better done by rendring the
Profecutions and Convi@ions more
ealy and {peedy than by any In-
greafe of Corporal Punifhment ;

L | T and
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and here it may be noted, that
the particular Kinds of Felony
pointed at, are fuch as were in-

tended to be remedied by the faid

At of the fourth Year of bis pre-

Jent Majefly ; but the’ Neceflity
of extending fuch Law is obyi-
ous, from the Difcoveries lately
made of enormous Thefts com-
mitted on the River Zhames, and
the Wharfs adjacent, which could
never have been carried to fuch a

Degree, but by the moft extraor-

dinary Combinations, betwixt the
Roseers and REceivers; there-
fore the more extenfive the more
ufeful it will be to Society , — If
any Objection thould be made to
its being General, which I am
not apprized of, I think there

~can be none againft it, in ‘the

Particulars of Lead, Iron, Copper:_
or Brafsy Part of Buildings, and
. o - the
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the Utenfils or Ornaments theresf,
ﬁoelefz fr{m Duwelling-boufés, Ous-
. &ec. S »
@Zf{‘él?e Reafons why the Laws
hitherto made have proved inef-

- fe@ual, to anfwer the Ends pro-

ofed with refpett to the Robbers,
i}':a(::r;s to arife éom the Difficulties

in apprehending the Thief, the

prefent legal Powers being infuf-
ficient, (as appears to me) for the
detaining {ufpicious Perfons, or

the Goods found on them, a

convenient Time for Examina-
:g; ; for want of which they
often efcape, when perhaps a
Day or two might produce the
Owner of the Goods, with Evi-
* dence of the Theft; but {:uppofe
they are apprehended, carried be-

fore a Juftice of the Peace and

committed, how many Chances

1aV to .get off upon their
‘ha.vc they w0 g | PT rials ?
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Trials ? ‘A cautious Profecutor .

perthaps will not fwear to ‘the
Identity of the Goods, as one
Piece of Lead, or one Iron-Bar,
&c. may be like another, and
this I have known to be the Cafe,
even where a Piece of Lead has
been painted (which ftrengthens
the Proof ) and has tallied with

the Piece from which it was cut
—as allo where Iron Bars of a

large Brewing Copper have ‘beeri
in queftion ; and tho” before the
Juftice ‘the Thief has acknow-
ledged, or -his‘AccC_O‘mpIices con-
fefs’d the Faa, yet on the Trial,
it was not {ufficient for the Pro-

{ecutor to fear to his Belief only,

but- neceflary to be dire& and
pofitive’ to the Identity of the
Goods ; for want of which Evi-

-denCQ, no further Witnefles were

examined,




(8) _
| examined, anddthe Prifonei.“_ of
C acquitted. - - |

C_O;l;fema'r?y Inftances where the
Thief is taken, fuch P;c;rontc_z;;Eyl-j
dence appears anginﬁ ihnln‘,- bgfore
the Juftice on his Examination,
(perhaps from his own C(.)_,n_.fe{ﬁ_on
or that of an Accomplice ; the
COods found upon him, - or other

ftrong and. flagrant Circumftan=

ces) againft which the Prifoner is
not able to make any manner of

Defence, and in confequence of

which Examination, the Juftice

is obliged, as I apprehend;’ to

commit the Prifoner, and bind
bVér fh‘e I_’-arty to profecute 5 Xet
under {uch and many cher.‘Cn:f
cumftances,. how frequent is ‘it

for the Offender to be acquitted ?

And as the Law now ‘ftands, it
cannot, as 1 conceive be f)ther.-f
wifé,‘ neither can the Juftice or

B Pro-

(9)

Profecutor be excufed, if the one-
fails in eommittting,  or the other’

in profecuting fuch Prifoner, tho>

the Magiftrate may probably judge
that the Evidence‘ 1s 'qoe fufﬁcient‘;

to convict.

- From fuchi Profecutions no Be-

nefit can arife; on the contrary,’
great Expences to the County .
where fuch Prifoners are confined,.
Trouble to the Court, Lofs of
Time and Expencés to the Pro-

~{ecutor in addition to the Lofs of

his Goods. -
~ Perhaps it will be faid, the

Prifoner, tho” acquitted; is - fe-

verely punifthed . by ‘his Confine-

ment in Gaol—’Tis true, but.

the confequence of fuch Con-<

finement, as has been before ob-.

ferved, only makes him a more
hardned Offender. Out of the
Numbers who are acquitted on

C ~ “their

-

:::::
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sheir Trials for the Kind of Rob-
beries before mention’d, how few
can'be prefumed  Innocent of the:
. Crimes for which they are tried,.
I think, in a great meafure ap=.
-~ pears from the few Copies grant-
ed by the Court:of fuch Perfons
Indi@ments, which I apprehend,
if demanded tobe generally grant-
ed, ‘where the Prifoner is:malici~
6uﬂy.-profet:uted'.-:-?Furthef thefe
Chances of the: Prifoners being
acquitted, together with the Con=.
fideration of the Expence of car~
rying on a-Profecution, and the
Lofs of the Profecutors, . Time,.
makes many chufe rather to fit
down with the Lofs of their
Goods than engage in {fuch Profe=
eutions, by which means no doubt

many efcape, who, if brought to
Trial, might be convited.

. ‘Th‘e

D <

_ The Reafon why the Laws in
being againft the Buvers'and
Rrcewvers of ‘flolen Goods have
ilend ilS? becaq& fuch Laws do
not, as I know of, take Effect
but in Cafes ‘where it can be
proved THEY xNEW THEM TO BR
STOLEN, and who' but tbe Thieves

‘ot proved ‘effe@ual, T ‘appre=

Nor “can they be convicted ‘of
Felony until the ‘Prin"cipﬂs' are
ﬁrﬂ: convicted ;° by this' meang
fuch Room is left for the Buyers
to efeape, that’ notwithffanding

the Notoriety of ‘the Fa&, wiz.

that thére are many fuch Buvars

or Recetves, yet how fldom
1 any ‘one apprehended or tried
for fuch Offénice ? ‘and how rare.
. In"the Cafe of buying ftolen
Lead particularly, tho’ in many
Cz . In-

and themfelves “can biow thai #°°
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Inftances the Thieves have dif-

cover'd, or it has by other means
been known to whom they have

fold the fame, I do not remem-
ber any Inftance of a Perfon’s
Béing conviéted . for_ the buymg
or receiving fuch ftolen Lead,
and few, if any, can be produ-
ced—Yet thefe.BUYERs: and‘ RE-
CETVERs contimue ,‘_thg—:]r ‘wicked
Trade, under the ftrongeft fuf-
picimis Circumftances, that f}lch
Goods are ftolen; as by the Time
when—Manner how—and Per-
fons by whom. __th¢y are «brqught
and deliverd—as well as frpm
the Nature of the Goods ’thgm-:_
fEIVeS—CirCU'mﬁar;ccs_ gcne{glly
{o ?‘f’tr'o:ng as amount to the high-

eft Probability, and often to a

i'né*r‘alm(]ertainty of their }‘bqin.g_’
unlawfully come by. For In-

ftance, when Goods are erughy ,‘

5 in

9
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in the Night-Time; or under

Covers to conceal them, by Per-

fons -unknown, tho’ more fre
quently by thofe well known,
from their conflant Trading ;
and fuch Goods in  particular,
as old Lead vifibly cut from {ome

- Building, * Pieges of Sheet-Lead,

cut off from Coverings of Houfes,
Out-houfes; &c. or Pieces of Lead,
Pipe, Gutters, Plumbers Solder,
Coppers, Brafs-Cocks, Bell, and
Knockers from Doors, Iron-Bars,
and the like, . 7
~ And here it may not be amifs
to obferve, that the Mifchief to
Sufferers, by 'ﬂ:ealir;g of Lead in

particular, is far greater ‘than of

all the other Articles before men-
tion’d taken from Houfes and
Out-houfes put together, and
does not. confift barely in the
Lofs of fuch a Quantity of Lead,
| | N ~ but
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¥t the Buildings from whence it

Trith beeti taken have often béen

thereby greatly Damaged, before
fuch Lofs has’ been "difcovered,
How many Houfes in the City of
Lishdonand ¥ eflminfler have been
ftripp’d and robb’d of their Lead,
~"Who that fees the aboveThirgs

{o- brought and offerd to Sale;

but muft krow, they cannot pof~
. fibly ‘be the Property of the Par-
. ties bringing them. (unlefs Theft
or Breach of Truft can be fup-
pofed to give them a Property.)
— Nay, who but muft know
they arc Goods- that can only be
the Property of either the Owners
of Lands or Houfes, or the Oc-
cupiers of fiich, or of Mafter-
 Workmen of fome Trade em-

sloyed” in -Building or Repairing

Pl(?yed 5 d fuc%

S
-t . \4: s

while che Families haye retird
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fuch Houfes, Out:houfes,” &%,

And further they muft alfo know
{uch Goods are more valuable! to.

the real Owners, than at the Rate.
offer’d ‘to be fold by a Sett: of
Vagrants,. Houfe-breakers, or by
fome pilfering Day-Labourers., =~

. Yet, ‘tho’ under. all: thefe Cip=.
cumftances of Sufpicion, who. of
thefe Buvers or RECEIVERs ever

afk any. C@‘cﬁibﬂ - of .the Parties

- how they came by them, or off

ers to ftop them:' on Suipicion,-
which {urely is a Duty incumbent.
on - every “honeft Man and fajr. «
Tradier, -and therefore where it

1s.not done ‘may. juftly merit No~ ke

- Befides, many of thefe Buvezs:

Have Contrivances ready at hand

for alteting the Form'and Ap--
pearance of the "Goods, that 'if

fearched. - after, as folep, they.

'~ cannot:

"""
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cantot poflibly be known, nor
the Identlty of them fworn to
As by breakmg Caft-Brafs, Bell—:
Metal cutting into P1eces Cop-a:
pers; meltmg Lead and Solder,
into other Forms, and the like.

‘Therefore a . LaW as ‘would:

«¥* . punifh { fuch Aéhons feems necef-
: fary | ' |

It may be Pfoper to: obferve,‘

\ that thefe Kinds of Thefts and:

Dealings feem  peculiar - to the:
City and Suburbs of Loudon and:
Weftminfler; and the Nelghbour—

- ing . Towns and Villages in the

four ‘adjoining Counties ; at the’
Diftance of twenty M1]es there is-

~feldom if ever any fuch Thmg:

attempted, the Praétifers in thefe
Thefts at fuch D1ftance would

run too great rifque of being dif~

covered, before they could find
Shelter for themfelves, or a Mar-

ket
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ket for . their Goods—-——Whether
the like be practifed at any other

~great Cities or trading Towns in
 this Kingdom, I will not pretend

to fay |
- Now the Law I Would humbly
recommend as a Precedent in
this Cafe, is, The A& of the
1 5th Charles II. Chap.
tuled “ An At for the Punifb-
“ éﬂeﬂt of uﬂlawfzzl cutting, - or
“ fealing, or fpoiling of Wood
““ and Underwoods, and Deftroy-

“ers of young Timber Trees”
In the Preamble of which it is

faid, ~ ¢¢ The faid Offences are

n commltted in fuch a clofe and
¢

N o}

¢ is none Witnefles to them, but
¢ fuch as are Partakers to the
¢ Offence.”” Which is parallel
to the Cafe before us, as alfo in

the Clrcumﬁance, that a Law

D before

‘clandeftine Manner, that there

2. enti- 7 cLQ,‘
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before made had proved mefa

feGual:

“The Reafons why I conceive
a Law made upon that Plan,
with fuch Variations as the Cafe
may require, more likely to work

a Reformation, and render Thefts

and Robberies lefs frequent and
the Buyers of ftolen Goods to be

| more eafily difcover’ dand brought

to Pum{hment are, vig. -

 Becaufe by the A& referred
to, « Every Conftable, - ‘Head-
« borough or any other Perfon
¢ in every County, City, Town
¢« Corporate, ~ or other’ Place
« where they fhall be Officers
¢ or Inhabitants, have full Pow-
« er and Authonty to apprehend
¢« or Caufe to be apprehended,
¢ 3]l and every Perfon or Per-
< fons they fhall fufpe& having,

‘? or carrymg, ‘or any Ways con-
¢ Veyrng

(19)

“ veying any Burthen or Bundles

““ of any kind of Wood, Under-
“ wood, Poles, or young Trees;

 or Bark or Baft of any Trees,
“ or any Gates, Stiles, Pofts,
¢ Pales, Rails, or Hedgewood
¢ Broom or Furze, and by War-
¢ rant under the Hand and Seal

¢ of any one Juftice of the Peace
¢« dire¢ted to any.
“ Officer hbath Power to enter
“ into and fearch the Houlfes,
““ Out-houfes, Yards, Gardens

¢ or other Places belonging to
¢ the Houfes of all and every

thall

“ Perfon or Perfons they

<« fufpe@c to have any kind of

“ Wood, Underwood, Poles, or
¢ young Trees, or Bark or Baft
¢ of any Trees, or -any Gates,

“ Stiles, Pofts, Pales, Rails, or

““ Hed ewood Broom or Furze,

S— And Wherefoever_ they find

D2 ¢ any

Officer, fuch

=
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“any fuch, to apprehend or
‘caufe to be apprehended, all
~and every Perfon and Perfons
¢ fufpeéted for the cutting, and
¢ taking of the fame, and them
and every of them as well
¢ thofe apprehended carrying or
¢ ‘any Ways conveying any kind
of Wood, Underwood, Poles,
or young Trees, or Bark, or
~ Baft, of any Trees, or any
¢ Gates,  Stiles, Pofts; Pales,

Rails,. or Hedgewood, Broom

- or Furze, as alfo thofe in whofe
‘Houfes, or other Places be-
longing
Wood, &c. fhall be found,
“to. carry. before one Juftice of
€<

to them, any fuch

the Peace of -the fame Coun-
ty, City, or Town Corporate;
and if the faid Perfon and
Perfons - {o. {ufpected, appre-

¢_hended, and carried before the

15 ﬂqid

B (21)

* faid Juftices, do not then and
¢ there give a good 'Account,
““ how he'and they came by fﬁc};
" Wood, & by the »
¢ of the OWner; fuch . as {hall
¢ fatisfy the faid TJuftice, or elfe

¢ {hall not within fome conveni-
* ent Time, to be fet them by
“ the faid Juftice, produce the
¢ Party or Parties of whom they |

L bought the fame Wood, &.

*“ Or {fome other credible Wit-

14

* nefs, to depofe upon Oath, fuch
“ fale of the faid Wood, &

*¢ (which Oath the faid Juttice

“ hath, &y the faid AZ Power
“ to adminifter) That then the
““ faid Perfon or Perfons fo fuf.
*“ pected, and not giving fuch
* good Account, nor producing
““ any fuch Witnefs upon Oath:
““ to teftify the faid Sale as afore-

¢ faid, fhall - be deemed and:
| €« ad.

the Confent

I
i
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fc: 'gdjucigéd “as convicted of thej
 faid Offence of cutting- and
“*{poiling” of the faid Woods,

. &c. within the'meaning of &

“former Statute of Queen Eliza-

“ peth, and fhall be liable to the

¢ Punithment therein contained,

“"and to fuch other Proceedings
¢ and Punifhments as by zbe faid
« A& js further ‘conf’cimﬁ;ed" an.(}:
< appbinféd on that b¢half, and”
it 75 Sfurther ¢ Enated, that aH
¢ and.. CV'éfY Perfon or Perfons
“ convided of the faid Offence
¢ in'Manner ‘and Form before in
‘s.;ﬁ;d. A& mg:htioned',' ‘f%iaﬂ for
“ the ﬁri’c"f"‘Oﬁ'ence,?; give the

“. Owner ‘or- Owners fuch Re-
"‘:"Ti‘é:dmpence or Satisfa&ion for

“ “his or their Damage, and with-
“.in fuch Time as the faid Ju-
“.ftice fhall appoint, and over
“ and above Pay down prefently

-

“ unto

114
«
€
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(23) ;
unto the Overfeers,, for the Ufe
of the Poor of the Parifh where
the faid Offence or Offences
‘were committed,” fuch Sum

- of Mon,ey (not ,exceyedi“ngf ten
Shillings) as" the  faid Juftice

fhall think meet 3 And if fuch

“ Offender or Offenders dé, not
‘“ make Recompence or Satisfac-
€

tion “to the faid Owner or

~Owners, and-alfo pay the faid

Sum to' the Poor in Manner
and Form aforefaid, then the
{aid Juftice fhall commit the
faid Offender. or Offenders to
the Houfe of Corre&ion, for
fuch Time as the faid Juftice
fhall think fit, not cxceeding
one Month, “or ‘to ‘be whipp’d
by the Conftable or other Offi-
cery as in his Tudgment . fhall
feem expedient ;- And if fuch
Perfon ‘or Perfons. {hall again

¢“ com-



(24) |
€ commit the faid Offence and
% be thereof convidted as before,
¢ That~ then they and every
¢t of them fo offending the fe-
¢« cond Time, and thereof fo
¢ convided, {hall be fent to
« the Houfe 'of Corte@ion for
¢
¢ to hard Labour; and if fuch
¢« Perfon or Perfons fhall’ again
¢ commit the faid Offence; and

-

NN N~ N

¢ be thereof convicted as before, -
¢ that then they and every of

« them fo offending the third
¢ Time, and thercof fo con-
¢ victed, fhall be taken, adjudg-

¢ ed, and deemed as incorrigi-

¢ ble Rogues. - - o

 « And it is further ena&ed
«¢ that whofoever fhall buy any
¢ Burthens of ‘Wood, or any
s Poles, or Sticks of Wood, - or
¢ any other the Premifes therein
I | ¢ par-

€€

Ky

onie Month, and be there kept-

. 6¢

e unlawfully come by.the fame,

<% and . that the fare. wasftolen

¢ particularly mentioned; whicl

““ may be- juftly. fufpeded to
¢ have been ftolen, or unlawfully .
come by, that it fhall; sand
" may -be 'lawful; to, and. for,
¢¢_the faid Juftices.of the Peace,
¢ Mayors, :Bailiffs, "and Head
-Ofhicers, or any one of .theth
¢ within .their refpe&ive - Jurif~
_dictions, upon Complaint to
‘them thereof. .made, to" ex-
amine the faid Matter -upen
‘Oath, which they and every
“of them.refpe@ively. are zhere-
¢4y authorized: to adminifter,
¢ and. if. they . fhall find; that
the fame was: bought of 'a
¢ Perfon ; who .might juftly be

{4

¢

N{s

&€

113
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fufpe@ted to . have :ftolen or

. ¢ or unlawfully _come by, .that
4 in fuch:Cale, the faid: Juflices
Ty E “ of
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o of Peace, Mayors, Bailiffs, or
% other Head Officers, or any
“ one of them refpecively thall
¢ and may award the Party,
¢ who bought the fame, ‘to pay
¢« Treble the Value of ‘the fane,
¢ to the Party from whom the
*¢ fame was ftolen or unlawfully
- % taken, and in Default of pre-
¢¢ fent Payment thereof, to iffiie
¢ forth their refpe@ive Warxants
¢ to levy the fame by Diftrefs,
»¢ and Sale of the OffendersGoods,
~~‘.‘--4rendrmg the Overplus to the
¢ Party, and in Default of fuch
¢ Diftrefs :to commit: the Party
% to the Gaol at his own Charge,
.¢¢ there to remain one’ Month |
¢ without Bail.>:

I have chofen to recite the

Claufes in the A&, to thew how
i‘parallel the Cafe of the Stealers
_‘;:g" Lead’ ron, C’opper or Brafs,

and

(27)

and  the Spoz/ers of Houfes, 8ca.
is with zbe Stealers and
Wood, &c. and thc_,‘

thereby
Spoilers . of
Buvers in both Cafes |

And I make no . doubt but_,
when that Law was made, it
would ‘have been extended to the
Offences of ftealing Lead, Iron-.
Bars - fixed to Houfes, }8@90 and}.

the Buyers of fuch, for the pre-

venting. of which, zlwe AEt of the
ath of bis pm_z/em‘ Majefly was,
made if fuch Robberies and the,
.Buymg of fuch ftolen Goods had.
been then pradifed ;. but I take
this kind of Thlevmg, and _the
Buying and REecervinNg of fucb
~ ftolen Goods, to be amongft the
more modern Inventions of Vice

and Roguery, and therefore that
a new and more effeGtual Law
becomes abfolutcly Neceﬁ'ary y

» for the better prefervmg the pro-
E 2 N perty

i
e e L



3 pert of the SubJeé’cs in then'
S Freehold Houfes, - Out-houfes,

f &c. and-for- makmg their GOOdS'
in them more fafe and fecure,

which I fedr ¢an never be, until
. the Buvers and REcEIvVERs of

?1 fuch can- w1th ‘more Eafe be de-

tedted, : ach more fpeedﬂy brought
4 ‘ to [ufhce. ' . |
-And this; I concexve, can only

be" by fuch Law, ‘pointing out
'exphmtly partxcular Circumftan--
ces to be- obferved by the Buyers,
that - may ‘oblige- them 0 make
i ﬁrzé?Engmry in w[mm the Property
35, 'of the Groods' oﬁer d to Sale ;
The Probability” there ‘is of the
, Peérfons having fuch Property who
{ oﬁ:er them to Sale, and'an Obli-
gatlon on: the ‘Buyer to produce
or - give ~good “Account’ of - the
Perfon “or- Perfons of whom he
H | buys any Goods, that hall-after-

’ ~ wards

TNt LG amastit e oot s e TIIT
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wards. appear to have been ftolen -
—With an: abfolute Prohibition:
of buying of fuck Perfons, and
under fuch and the like Cireum-’

ftances, as before - defcribed -in

Pages 12 dnd 13, annexmg fuch -
Penalties or Punifliments as in the
Wifdom of Parhament fhall feem ¥

Juﬁ afid fieet,

- And ‘this, T humbly concewe
cannot: be better effedted than-
on the Plan of the A& of the:
15th’ Charles 11. above qlioted,”
on ‘which' Plan béth the Thief:
and the Buyer of the Goods 7y
with much’greatey Eafe and Cer--f‘j

talnty be deteced. -

‘I'am ot aware of. any Ob_;ec—'
“’tlons againﬁ {fuch Powers being
granted’ for . the--Purpofes under
Confideration, - but what : may- be:
-well “anfwer’ d ‘and with- équal

Propnety be: obje&ed to the faid

5 o ~ Law

/’«,




~Law for the |
Wood, &c. and to many other .

| on the leerty_

30)

Prefervatron of

Laws made for good and Juﬂ;-
Purpofes.

The only"

and Powers bemg extended to the’

Cafes under Confideration, are -

0bJe<‘3cxons I have .
heard to fuch kind of Provrﬁons

- That they are Infrmgements, |

gotiations of Trade—-—When that
can. be made: appear to be true,

‘no doubt but in fuch Inftances as
can be pointed out, a proper

Prov111on will ‘be made.
But Sir,

lanul A&s will be at all

aEeéted or fair and honeﬂ Tra.f-e"

ﬁck 1mpeded thereby

'As to any . Infrmgement on

the leerty of - the Subject (in
| my-

of the Subje,
and tend to im pede the free. Ne-.

- I do not ct)ncelve \
that the leerty of the SubJeé’c in

: fure cured o
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~my" Apprehenfion) it can only
. mean where innocent Perfons may
- be queftion’d : - And who would
“be offended at this, for the ob-
taining o good :an End, as, dif-
-covering ‘of the Guilty ?—--As to
- a Trader or Buyer,‘ what will be
-more required of him than is the
. Duty of every Man; 7. e 'to be
o crrcumfpeét in his Deahngs, that
- he may not become the Counte-
-nancer or Encourager of difthoneft
. Perfons ; and is it not reafonable
. to bear W1th {mall Inconveniences
_for fuch great and valuable Pur-
- pofes, as the dete@ting and' dif~ -
| couragmg, ‘and - thereby prevent-
. {uch frequent Thefts and |
-ARobbenes '

 Were fuch a Law enaé’ced thls
great Evil may be in fome Mea—

i



A SN

SR SO

R

(32)

" The late Difcoveries made of

senormous 'Thefts .committed .on

~the River, as before ‘mentioned,
-are amazing | TheBuyersandRe~ -

~ceivers equally: aﬁoni{fhing.?! “And
“as"not only:many eminent :Mer-

-chants of thisCity, honeft and. fair

“"Traders, have fuffered great Lofs
 “thereby, but’tis juftly apprehend-
- ed; the publickRevenue has'been
-likewife much-injured,: I ‘cannot
»therefore. doubt :but Application
“will be made to the nextSeflion of |
~‘Parliament, for' fomeiLaw: to.pre-
-vent fuch wickedPradices,svhich
~will, ‘I hope, remedy: thefe/Evils,
-and be the'Means. of reridring the
- greateft Part of our idleand wick-

ed Vagrants ufeful and: induftri-

“ous:-Members of Society,who now

-are the greateft Peft of it.:
If T have erred in -any /Thing

- herein advanced (not being con-

{cious

- laz) \
{cious thereof) I hope to-be excu-

fed ; having offered my Thoughts

on this Matter, with aView only =
to the Benefit of ‘Society, and:by
pointing “out; as- 1 have endear

voured to.'do, the Reafons why: -

_the Laws.hitherto . made  againft

Buversand Recerversof sToney

Goons have not had thie intended
Effe@, anyAdvantage thould arife

therefrom to the Public, my La~

‘bour will ‘be fufhiciently recom-

5

pened, who ave the Honour to

be, STR, -

Your. moff obedjent
London, ., . .

Dec. 31, 1750i

bumble Servant,

| ,,Phii@patrise.

P. 8. Altho’ it Hag' been obferved
in Page 3, How ineffedtual the Offers
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of - Rewards for Difcove

- Robberies ‘have been, yet if ‘the Legi-
75 S SSR AP I A A I I TN SR
- flature” fhoyld “think it pro’jggr“ to° give

ry of particular

‘Encouragemént ‘by Rewards, ‘ for the

- Difcovery on Convi&tion, of the Buyers

19 and RecEIVERs of folen Goods xnow-

W NG OR ‘SUSPECTING ' THEM :TO BE
{

STOLEN ; "a$ alfo for thc Difcovery on,
Conviction of fuch Robbers; “for whic
the Law has not yet provided any. -
- Though-the Reward were fimall, evep
very. {mall, probably it would .greatly
g - difcourage the Practicers in"both, as
i the prefent Cement of mutual Intereft,
- -and mutual Safety being deftroyed there-
by, it would. become  the Intereft and
Safety of each to difcover the other. T

o d
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