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DERESAWNBROKING isa Trade,
g3l fo mifchievous in its Confequen-
f‘ ~ces to particular Perfons and o

TN % prejudicial ‘to the -Publick .in

vl sy oeneral, that it’s furprizing that
any one thould undertake to defend it ; much
lefs to ufe all practicable Methods of promo-
ting its Intereft, vindicating its Reputation,
and giving it a Kind of Credit in the World
by puffing it in the News-papers. - Is it not

~enough that thefe Traders in Iniquity can
opprefs the Poor, and raife Eftates withoat
ranning the leaft Hazard, and bid the Law
Defiance, fince very few of thofe who are

{o unhappy ‘as to deal with them, chufe to
put themfelyes to the Expence of a Profe-
| cution
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(2)

cution for Extortion and illegal Intereft, be.
caufe by fo'doing they expofe their own
Weaknefs, or at deaft their Neceflities, in
baving to do with fuch People. . Befides,
there is fuch a firong. Combination' be-

tween _ thefe' Brethren in Iniquity, that
whenever one of them is attacked he is fup-
ported by the whéle Body, who make ¢
a2 common Caufe, as well as common

“*Purfe to defend it; fo that it is, in a2 Man-

ner, as fafe to take a Bull by the Horns, is
to meddle with any of them, or thrufting
your Hand inro a Hornet'’s Neft and not
immediately -have a whole Swarm of .them
‘about your Ears. But that thefe Gentlemen
thould have the Vanity, orrather the Impu-
dence to puff themfelves off in 2 News-
Paper, as they have lately done, feems to

me the moft aftonithing Thing in ‘the

‘World,  Can’t they be contented to carry

~on their iniquitous Pra@ices privately, and

among themfelves, ‘and be fatisfied to be
known only to thofe who are fo unfortu-

‘nate as to deal with them ; but like Quack-

Doors, muft publith their Names and
Places of Abode, that the afflicted may
know where to apply for a Remedy for all
their Hls, This appears evident, not only
from this Inftance of publithing themfelves,
but likewife from a late Pamphlet entitled,

win Apology for Pawnbroking., Which is

n other Words to fay, 4z Apology  for

being lawlefs, "This Pamphlet feems to

have

fing the Wickednefs ;

‘i31)‘

have its Birth fiom a Bill read i the Ho-

nourable Houfe of Commongs to regulate
Pawnbrokers, ‘
fay infers, that the Trade is lawful, but

only wants Regulation, which is no further

the Cafe if at all, than while they are con-
tent with lawful Intereft, but as that is not
pretended, fo neither is it prefum’d to be
lawful; T muft therefore beg Ledve to make

- .y Apology on the other Side of the Que-

ftion, by giving my Reafons why they

- ought not to be regulated,  fince regulating

and au'_thori_ﬁ’ng amounts in-this Cafe to ex-
actly ‘the famé Thing. The Method I fhall
purfue to this End s, . by firft an{wering
what the Pamphlet Writer calls Reafoning,
in due Order, ‘and then conclude with fuch
further Remarks as are proper to the Sub-
ject, | ' e

THE Apologift fets out with afferting,

that Self-defence is the firft Law of Na-

ture, and then concludes that negleciing it,
is a Sign of Guilt, | ’

'I;HI'S"Argume’nt may equally be us'd

by honeft and difhoneft’ Men , but is of -

very different Force and Effe& in the two
Cafes: To defend a righteous Caufe is lau:-
dable, to defend a bad one is only increa-
therefore if to be
filent is a Token of Guilt, not to be filent

B2 - . I

which I muft beg Leave to
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is a Token of Impudence, and fo much
the more improves the previous Crime ;
and therefore unlefs the Apologift thews,
that the Bufinefs of Pawnbroking is law-
ful ; which he never pretends, he only
doubles the Crime he attempts to vindi-
cate.

Hr fupéo{'es a Pawnbroker may be ho-

neft, and therefore concludes it would be
hard to regulate his Practice by a Bill, as if
he was the chief Receiver of ftollen Goods.

Tu1s is really fuppofing what is not to

be fuppos’d, unlefs we could diftinguith

the Pawnbroker from the Man, which I
am afraid is in vain to attempt, and becaufe
I would not have him, either deceive him-
{elf, or perfwade the World it is pofiible
for him tobe honeft, and deal in the Man-
ner he now does, I will inform him that
to difobey juft Laws is being difhoneft;
and that the Law is juft that dire@s no

more than Five in the Hundred, appears

from this, that Money in competent Sums,
and not on fo certain Securities as Pawn-
drokers have, 1s to be commonly borrow’d
on lefs Intereft. - There are many People,
the Bankers efpecially, who would gladly
lend on the fame Security at legal Intereft,
and it remains for the Apologift to fhew

by what Law, or even for what Reafon he
' has

{35

has a Right to take more than other Peo-
ple, always remembering that he who af-
fumes to himfelf a Power of being above

the Law, muft in order to bring him to

his right Senfes be put under the Lath of
the Law. ' .,

HEe next fuppofes fome of the Profeffion
may be bad Men, and therefore difclaims
them, and thence concludes a falutary Re-
gulation expedient. o

I prefume he means, that fome willingly

receive ftollen Goods, and fome do not, in

-any other Senfe they are all bad alike, as
‘all except one takes the fame illegal Inte-

reft ; therefore the only Regulation that can

~be thought of, is to make the receiving

of flollen Goods Felony, without Benefit
of Clergy.

HEe next propofes to prove by mathe-
matical Demontftration, and where that is

wanting by Arguments drawn from Faéts,
Probability, and Analogy, what don’t ad-

mit of any other Kind of Proof.

- A's this borders-a little upon Jargon, it
will not be amifs to help this honeft and
learned Apologift out, vz, he propofes to
‘prove by Figures, that he don’t make above
Nine per Cent, and by Falts, &, that he
‘ ' can’t

i
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can’t live wpon lefs, and it will a pear in
the Courfe of this Argument, that his Ma.
thematicks and Fa&ts, &, are all exadtly
of the fame Stamp: And this brings us to
hiis- Second Seétion, which he introduces
by aThing he calls a Poftulata,

His firft Poftulata, as he calls it, begins
thus: It is no Crime to take Goods in
‘Pawn, nor to receive a Premium or Pro-
it thereon fuitable to the Neceffities of the
Bogrower.

By one Statute, as he himfelf has here-
aftdr thewn, it is unlawful to take in Pawns
at all: And by the Statute of the  of
Queen nne, it is made unlawful to take
above Five in the Hundred. Under what
Head he ranks this Poftulata I don’t know,
whether under Mathematicks or F alts, &e,
but it is plainly confuted by a Citation of
the above Statutes; which fhould be as ter~
rible in the Sight of a Pawnbroker, as a
‘Gibbet to a Thief; and I have heard 2 Law

Hackney Writer fay, that" he attempted -

once to pawn a Set of the Stazutes at large,
- and that upon the Pawnbroker's opening of
them he fainted away.  This may perhaps
be only aJoke, but I really don’t think there
isany Thing improbable in it, no more than
fora Thief to faint away at the Sight of the

Gallows; which is not uncommon,
. | In

(7)

~ In Confequence of his Poftulata he Proa
pofes, that to lend One Hundred, or One
Hundred and Fifty Pounds on Four or Five
HundredPledges, requires juft fomuch more .
Time than to lend it.on one, and requires.
more Hands, | | :

TH1s isin. fome Meafure, though not
quite true, but is of little Significance to the -
main Point in Queftion, which is, by what .
Authority he takes upon himfelf this Kind ’
of Dealing; a Thief may fay it takes him .
up more Time to rob four or five Hundred
People than one, but does it follow theren -
fore, that he is intitled to a Licence to rob, -
when the whole is unlawful what matters -
it to compute the Contingencies: If the
whole was lawful, then it would be-to fome
Purpofe to confider his Calculations, but as :
Matters are at prefent circumftanc’d its al-
moft criminal to reafon about them; for
when a Set of Men take it into their Heads
to propagate unlawful Dealings, their Profit.
and Lofs is no Part of the Confideration of -
the Legiflature, the Bufinefs is to fupprefs -
them ; for however hard they may think it -
to be rank’d with Thieves, they can’t take .
it amifs to be rank’d with Smuglers, who -
both buy and fell their Goods honeftlj in
the Pawnbrokers Senfe of the Word, ~run -
infinite Hazards of both their Lives ;,nd

Or=
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Fortunes, with great Pains, Labour and In-
duftry, and are in many Senfes to be prefe-
rably indulg’d ; they make Life cheaper and
eafier to thofe they deal with, the Pawn~
broker more dear and burthenfome ; yet

with thefe effential Superiorities they are

punifh’d as Felons, whiltt the honeft
Pawnbroker underhand applies to Parlia-

ment, and publickly claims a Licence to.

act with Impunity, beldly prefuming he
can by the Force of Reafon prove he is
juftly intitled to it. Thus all the Confe-
quences drawn from his Poftulata, are not
to clear him from being criminal, but only
to thew, that if his Dealing was lawful it
would be reafonable, which fhall be parti-
cularly confider’d in its proper Place.

- Here we fhall farther confider him'

pleading, that he is oblig’d to contribute in
Proportion with other Traders to the Sup- .

port of the Government,

: WaicH F act 1s abfolufely falfe ; ‘for as -

a Trader he don’t pay any Taxes at all,

whatever he may do as a Confumer; nor

indeed how fhould he, fince he is not in
any Senfe a Trader, he buys no freth Com-

modities to {ell again, and is no more a .

Trader than a Man who fells his Cloaths,

‘which he buys of his Taylor, a Dealer he
certainly isin the worft Senfe of the Word, .

fince
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fo neither is he intitled to the Protection of
the Government on thofc Accounts,

Frowm henée he draws what he .cglls
Corollaries, which in this Kind of Writing

is pedantick enough, to prove, that he .

muft make fuch Advantages as are fuitable
to the End of living as he pleafes, it being,
as he phrafes it, God’s Appointment that
Mian fhould live by his Labour.

Wauicue- would be very true, if his
Labour was lawful and juft, but in the
Aght it now ftands,” is calling- upon the
Diivine-Being to juftify that he is an honeft
an, and the Legiflature a Pack of Rogues,
This is fomewhat parallel to the Highway-
’s Bill brought in the Exchequer, to

zrizle his Brother-Rogue account to him
for the Profits of the Robberies they had
iointly committed on Hounflow-Heath, in
Hich he calls to his Afiiftance the Juftice

r

earning the Courfe of worldly Affairs quite
upfide-down, and is equally wicked and

infufferzble.

He next concludes thofe Perfons to be
highly criminal” who berrow Money of
(]

Pawnbrokers at illegal Intereft, and refufes

to

(1r)

to pay 1t, fince he counter-a&s the Truth
of fo many felf-evident Propofitions.

‘THrs honeft Apologift is reafoning‘ in
the Clouds, and in this as in all his Propo-
fitions fees but one Side of the Quettion,

- which is his own Intereft. He does not

confider, that the chief Rule of Life is to
obey the Laws which cherith and fupport
him, and that Difobedience to the Laws is
putting onesfelf morally out of their Pro-

tection, and legally under their Lath. The

Quettion . then that follows will plainly be
this, Whether a Man is moft bound by

the Law which proteéts him, and which is’

mutual and indifferent, or by private Con-
tracts created by his Neceflities in dire&
Oppofition to the Law? And then, whe-
ther any Man has a Right to take any Ad-
vantages of fuch Neceflities, and‘thereby,
counter-act the Force of Law, by making
his own Intereft the univerfal Standard* of
Right and Wrong ? When this honeft Man
can anfwer thefe Things to the Communi-
ty, whom he glories in abufing, to the
Laws which he fets at Defiance, and to
the Reafon of Mankind, which he feems
to defpife, it will then be Time enough
to think of daring to ufe fuch opprobrious
"Terms, as would even be a little thocking,
were his Principles as juft as they are re-
ally wicked, | S
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e . pie, n Deflance of Law, Reafon and Com-’ .
i I am informn’d the Apclogift is hunfell mon Senfe, 15 a little too. much to be fuf-
i o Pawnbrober, and VW&J b@;;‘f‘,c by much fer d, and very juftly merits an adequate
o the mfy{’r learned of the Eio{efhc but Funifhment, which 14 lont doubt he will ;
- whether in the Courfe of his little A rquny | mee Wl*b in the proper Place. In the In-

tions in Scholarthip, he at md% moft to
“Words or Senfe, or whether what he ac-
quir'd at ochoo»“i be a'bfor ; az in ”m diﬁfc;

and only fhewn the Ufe and Neceflity of

terim, it is moft. materially my Bufinefs to
undeceive the unlearned, whom he chiefly
witends to m;poie on 1. His Cant, or if h:,,‘

- hicax_c what - he calls *?\ca,{rmmg i co

L
A
30
J i

a7

uce Books. But admitting .either. to b@

- 9

ftablithes Ez:terci”t to bs me um*drfi of ceive o be ﬁlﬁCIﬁﬁtly anfwer’'d alr md
Right; he certainly is, intheLight he now He comes now o F Fadls, whiu‘: if true are
takes Pains 1o appear in, 01111 { 1pei 101 to, very bad, if falfe, O’”Jl_/ fo mudjthe worle,
' Or’ honefter ghh '15 Blethreq !l'l Pr Qnolw Pro :) of them hw cr_wes none s and f{eems
tion as quaint Phrafes and i xrn:l,; nary Rea- cot xcious that he neither does, nor that any
foning can make him fo. If he had mo- 1 ody will believe him, and therefore of‘ch\

deftly addrefs’d himfelf to the Pa rliament, t. upon. Oath teo p*’ovp what he afferts,: and ¢

Mk'n@ fomewhat more Interet on {mall
Sums than on large, and could have théwn
that they really made a Diftin@tion bet Nem
great and {mall Sums, that they  did no
fink Inteftates Goods or fell aﬁy M“an’s
without Account, sd confels’d the Bufi-
nefs rath ncbcﬂury, then lawful, and pmy'
to be eft b ifh’d on Principles mutnally juit
and laudable, I queftion not in the Tea
but their Cafe had merited fome W;egfud
but (o fet up plundering and opp;cﬁ”n
by their own Aut hority, and then
impudently prefuming to call the Legifla~
tore, Judges and People, a Pack of K na‘veo
and ¥ools, and themfelves innocent k cow
\ ' r’ )

B e
e

e

odu
d ted, his higheft Proof can omw/ armnount
5 o~

o Self- ccnm(-von and what Service . that
i. e of to him, Is to me mco Cc,l"dblc

e

WaaT he Lopowc, to pr is, that he

‘males but Nine in the Hun dred clear. The

Method he takes to prove it is imaginary,
and is impoflible.to contradic, but by
Circumftances on the one Past, and by ex-
pofing his Fallacies on the othér. The
Circumftances are, that he takes "Thirty in
the Hundred by. his own fhowing, that he
never accounts for. the Su pius of (‘oods
unredeem’d he don’t dlfp,ﬁeo Now that

he makes two Thirds of this Thirty is ein

+}~\ ~e
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ther true, or he does not underftand his
Profeflion, which T won’t prefume, few
People underftand their Bufinefs better,
The Proof is this : Firft, No Man is al-
low’d to account for the Intereft he makes
of Money in Bufinefs, other than what he

employs it in, for if he keeps Ten Thou-

fand Pounds by him, which he has really
no Ufe for,” it is a Jeft to bring the Inte-

reft thereof to Account. Now in the.

Pawnbrokers Bufinefs, if a Man can al-
ways keep T'wo or Three Hundred Pound
by him more than he currently ufes, he is
certainly prepar’d againft all Emergencies
in that dire&t Road ; it evidently follows,

that if a Man takes Thirty per Cent. on 2

Capital of a Thoufand Pounds, and never
has more than Two or Three Hundred
Pounds dead by him, he confequently
makes above T'wenty per Centf. on the
Whole; and if he has more than that

. dead by him, he has more than is neceffa

ry in his Trade, and fo can’t be brought to
~ Account ; " if his Capital and Bufinefs be
greater, the Difference’ will increafe in
Proportion.  And from hence I conclude,
that what he means by fhewing, he makes

but Nine in the Hundred clear, is by bring-

ing his dead Stock, which is perhaps’ laid
out in the Funds or otherwife, to balance
with his Courfe of Bufinefs,- which is 2 Fal-
lacy only worthy of the Profeffion. |

Bur

( 15 )

Bu thisis not all; for if it appeérs

_ that he often makes Intereft upon Intereft,

this Thirty per Cent. will grow in Propor-
tion : For Example , 1 pledge various
Things with him for F ive Pounds. This

in 2 Month is T'wo Shillings and Six-pence.

I go a Day after the Month, and redeem
Part, T then pay Two Months Intereft 3
which is befides funk into the remaining
Principal : Thus I pay near Sixty per Cent.
and Intereft upon that again of 30 per Cent,

“and this often repeated, which is but too

common, devours all the Principal, and
leaves Part to improve again on the accu~
mulating Intereft.

A remarkable Affair fomewhat differin;
from this, but equally wicked and oppref~

five, happen’d a few Years ago to a But-

cher in St Fames's Market. He every Frs-

day Morning pledg’d his Silver Tankard.

for Ten Pounds for Money to go to Mar-
ket, and redeem’d it on Saturday Even-
ing, in order to have it at Dinner on Stn-
day, and paid a Month’s Intereft for Two
Day’s Ufe, the Pawnbroker in Time got
Intereft equal to the Principal ; and in the

End the poor Butcher dying in Diftrefs the

Tankard was funk at Four Shillings and
Six-pence per Ounce : And this the honef

Profeffion call in their Merriment rating a
‘ Silver

o
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Silver Tankavd, After thefe Methods of sc.
cumulating =+ finking, counting by#onths
inftead of Liays, and making Intereft up-
on intereft, and having no Neceflity for
much dead Stock, will they have the Im-
pudence to fay they make but Nine per
Cent, of thewr Money. And if {o, what
does that Man make in Taviffock Row, Co-
went Garden, who tekes but Twenty per
Cenz. Could he by their Rule live by his

o

Bufinels? or is the Apologift's Method of

only doubling the Returns of his Capital
in_any Senfe, the State of the Queftion,

or his Qath, or Books, any Thing tc the

Purpofe,

How the Apologift propofes this any
Way to anfwer the End - of his Argument
I don’t readily concelve, fince here .is nog

only Illegality fet againft Legality, but Cer--

tainty againt Uncerainty, unlefs he pro-
pofes to put himfel{ on the Footing of 2
Trader, which i1s previoully thown to bé
ridiculous, The Law allows any Man ¢

take Intereft out of the common Road,

where the Dealing is {ubjedt to Hazards

and Contingencies as on Bostomry, &e,

RIL
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Hazard and Contingency aré not here the
the Cafe. 'The Queftion here is, whether
a Man who deals on a Principle of Certain-
ty, which no Tradefman can pretend to
do, has a Right to take more than com-
mon Intereft, and he either knows very
little of Trade, or don’t chufe to confider,
that it is liable to many Loffes befides bad
Debts; more particularly on what they call
heavy Goods, or high purchas’d Commo~
dities, which often fall on their Hands,
and become unfaleable, without lofing con-
fiderable; 'Tares, Piracies, and the Danger
of the Seas, &r. &c.  Thefe T hings the
Apologift is either ignorant of or wilfully
forgets; neither is he clear in his Compu=
tation of bad Debts, tho’ he mentions that
Article alone; he is at beft calculating in
the Clouds, and can’t poffibly knew any

Thing of the Matter,

Hi1s perifhable and unperithable Goods
is a Joke, for that is confider’d when he

lends his Money ; and that this is a Fa&

appears from this plain Cireumftanee, that
he always refufes to account for what he
fells, whieh he would have no Reafon to
do if he loft by them, befides that com~

-mon Senfe dictates, and his Intereft in and

Acquaintance with all thefe feeming Con-

“tingencies furniflies him with fufficient Reas

fons againft lending fo much on a Pawn as

D
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it will be worth to fell atall: And thetes
fore what Lofs arifes from perithing, falls

_entirely on the poor Borrower, who 1s alone

in every Refpe&t the Sufferer; fo that his
accounting for the different Value of Cloaths
after made up and before, is as filly as falla-
cious., : ‘

- He next fuppofes, that it is hardly pof-
fible for honeft and innocent Men, fuch as
Pawnbrokers are, to live, while there are
fuch Things as Judges, Attornies and Sol-

Ticitors. One would believe, was not the
- contrary well known, that this Man was

writing a Burlefque ‘on his own Profeffion,
‘The Truth of the Matter is, that they u-
fually deal with but two Sorts of People.
The one who are either too high in Life, or
afhamed to do themfelves Juftice, the other

"{o low and miferable that they have it not in

their Power. And fuch a Thing as cheat-
ing thefe innocent Pawnbrokers would ne-
ver happen, were it not for the Affiftance

{ometimes given by Judges and Pettyfog-
© gers as he cal's them. :

ANDp here the Burlefque grows inta
downright Buffonry. 'The Apologift firft
lays down as a Poftulata, that Pawnbro-
kers have a Right to plunder and opprefs
with Impunity diftin&t from the Reft of
Mankind, and comes by Confequences to

' | thew
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fhew the Neceflity of it, which is by pre-
fuming, that with a Thoufand Pound Ca- -
pital, he has a Right to {fpend Three Hun-
dred and Ninety, and lay up feventy-five
Pounds a-year for Fortunes for Children.
This is turning the Comedy into downright
Farce, and to give the Jeft its full Latitude
prefents you with a Fable of neceflary Ex~
pences, and which I likewife infert to teach
fgepple the Art of Thriftinefs ; and to thow
thofe inconfiderate young Fellows who
fquander away their Money at Gaming-
Tables, what the Value of One Thoufand
Pound is, when' ufefully _'er_nplo.y’d. o
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’

An Eftimate of the neceflary Charge of a Fa-

. mily in ,the'middling Station of Life, con-

and One Majd-fervant, -

fifting of a Man, his Wife, Four Children, °

i

Daily Exp, Weekly Exp.

e dsd 6 osa
BREAD for Seven Perfons, per ‘

Head, per Day,  —.' o /0 5; o 3o0%
Butter v -3 o &l .3 03
Cheefe e e = i 13 “1 03
Fith and Fleth-meat == 2} 1 I 102}
Roots and Herbs, -Salt Vinegar, . L
- Muftard, Pickles, Spices and - / B

Grocercy, exceptTea & Sug. of - 31 2 2!
Tea and Sugar =~ —— 1. 7 41

soap far the Family Occafions,
and wathing all Manner of .
things both abroad & at home 15 10} 6 15

Threads, Needles, Pins, Tapes, )
Worfteds, Bindings, and all

Sorts of Haberdathery o} 31 2 o}
Milk one Day with another 2 I3
Candles about 2 Pounds and I *

per Week the Year vound i3z
Sand, Fullers-Earth, Whiting, Smallcoal, '

Brickdait " —— 2
Ten-Shilling Small beer; a Firkin and a ’

Quarter per Week — — 311
Ale for the Family and Friends 26
Coals, between Four and Five Chaldron :

per Annum, may be eftimated at z 6

Repairs of Houfhold Goods, as Table-
liner, Bedding, Sheets, and every U-
tenfil; for Houthold Oceafion — 16

Six Shillings and Two-pence Weekly
forSeven Perfons, amount to near. z 31}

Yearly Expence 132 10 o

Cloaths

g ey
T
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i s d

5 DU Brought over 112 10 @
Cloaths of all Kinds for the Mafter of the Family 16
Cloaths for Wife, who can’t wear much, nor very

fine Laces, with ——0_ ——— 16

Extraordinary Expence attending every Lying-in,

.10/, fuppofed to be about once in two Years 5

Cloaths for Four Children, at 7 L per Ann. for ‘
each Child  —— 28

Schooling for Four Children, including every

. 'Charge thereunto relating fuppofed to be equal, -

atlealt, t0 10 5. per Quarter for each Child = 8

The Maid’s Wages may be . o—— . 4 10 .

Pocket-Expences Jfor the Mafter of the Family,

_ {uppofed to be about 4. per Week —— " 1o 8

For the Miftrefs of the Family, and for the Four
Children, to buy Fruit, Toys, &5c. at 2. per

.. Week . —— e ———

Entertainments in Return for fach Favours from

_ Friends and Relations L e—

Phyfic for the whole Family one.Year with ano-

“ ther, and the extraordinary Expence arifing by
Illnefs, may exceed —_—

A Country-Lodging fometimes, for the Health
and Recreation of the ‘Family ; or, inftead
thereof, 'the extraordinary Charge of nurfing .
a Child abroad ; which, in fuch a Family is s
often needful - = — C e . 8

Shaving, 75 6 4. per Quarter ; and Cleaning

_ Shoes, 245 6 4. per Quarter -_— 2

Rent andT'axes may be fomewhat more or lefs than 50 -

Expences of Trade with Cuftomers, Travelling-
Charges, Chriftmas-box . Money, Poftage of
Letters, (Ic. for the Sake of even Money, at
leaft . . .- o

Bad Debts, which may eafily be more than 2/,
per Cent. on the fuppofed Capital of 1000 /. 20

19- 8

There muft be laid up one Year with another,3
for 20 Years, in order to Jeave each Child, and .

- a Widow, if there fould be one, ;00 /. apiece 75
One 1000 /. therefore, by this Eftimate, fhould ‘

gain, one Year with another e 390

Bur
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~BuT - the Apologift in his comparing
his Expence with that of Traders, has a
little unfortunately hit on a Point that un-
does "all ‘he fays, and I believe truely e-
nough, that Tradefmen have fufficient Sums
of Money -with their . Apprentices to pay:
their Expences of Board, &¢. during their

- Apprenticethip, but that Pawnbrokers rare«

ly get any, which is meaning, if he means
any Thing, that they take only poor Boys ;
and has previoufly obferv’d, that it. requires
at’leaft One Thoufand Pounds to-begin
with. Now thefe poor Boys are either to

‘become “Mafters, or they are not; if they

are to become Mafters how are they to get

this Thoufand Pounds to begin - with,: if

they are not, then the Bufinefs muft either
be conducted by fome Perfon who knows
nothing of the Matter or Anpihilated. = I
know very well, that a young Fellow in

Reputation may. get fome Credit, but this

makes the Matter ftill worfe, for as the Cre-

dit is not for Goods, but for ready Money

only without any real Security, he muft deal
with People of his own Stamp, who will
have Seven or Eight per Cent. and then if
he makes but Nine per Cent, and with but
little Trade at firft fetting out, it. would
puzzle one to know, how he is to live'and

pay according to the Apologift's own Ac-

count

i
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eount Threeflcore Pounds a Year Rent and
Taxes, ‘ o

- “ AT length to compleat the firt A&
¢¢ of the Farce, the Reader.is defir'd to
‘ paufe a~while and take -a Review of his
“ Calculations, and fee ‘whether he can
“ find any Flaw, Artifice or Stratagem to

“ impofe upon him at unawares: If not,
“ will he nof ftand amaz’d at the Oppro-

“ brious Language {o freely beftow’d upon

¢ them, is there not prefented to View a
“ Demonflration as plain and certain as any-

< one in Excl/id’s Elements, that, upon the
‘¢ Scheme propos’d; their Gains cannot be
¢ half {o large as thofe of middling Tradef-
“ men? Nay, that they do not exceed
“ even what the Farmer muft make of his
¢ Produce, it being a Maxim, that if a
¢ Farmer does not make three Rents he
& cannot'live.

- f¢ Likewife that from fuch Calcnlation
¢ appears the Weaknefs and Abfurdity. of
¢ fuch notable Projectors, who are for re-
¢ ducing the Intereft to 5 or 10 per Cent.

<< fince it is impofiible therewith to main-

« tain a Family, &c. as per Table, and
¢« that what is reckon’d Extortion and Op-
< preffion in them, is laudable in other

“ Men.” '

Svern
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Sucu Cant, Jargon,- and Impudence
would be more aftonithing, did not the
- Genetality of Mankind know; that all Peo-
ple who deal illegally talk in the famé
Stile 3 the Gipfies fay the Juftice isa Rogue
that makes them work; or punifhes them
for thieving ; fo the Smugler of the Officer
that feizes their Goods, and the Bum-Bailif
loads the Prifoner with the Epithet of difho-
norable that don’t pay him Civility-Money,
or fues him for Extortion ; and the Thief
‘thinks it very hard to be' hang’d for purfu-
ing his Profeffion ; but it is quite a nevy
‘Thought, the Pawnbrokers putting them-
felves -on the Footing of Traders lawfully
- allow’d, and fuppofing it impofiible to live
- but at the unlawiul Rate they now do, he-
caufe the Trader gets as much, and the
Farmer makes three Rents. This is what
nothing but an uncommon Head could have
found out; and is indeed as like the De-
monitrations of Euclid, as any Thing can
- be, which has no Kind of Similitude; I

‘could have told him a much nearer Paral-

lel y without going many Miles out of the
Way, but perhaps thefe Gentlemen are
much ‘more afraid of Minifters of State 5
than of Judges and Pettyfoggers; and 1
cant help thinking that it would be a wick-
ed Thing indeed to reduce Intereft that was
never allowed to be taken, or not to fuffer

' Extors.

(es)

“Extortion or Oppreffion 'in them, when it
15 laudable "in other People; but until that

appears to be Fa&; we muft wave further
confidering it; and get on to what he calls

his fourth Se@ion, which is begun with a |

formidable popular Objeétion, wriz. That
the Bufinefs gives Harbour and Encourage-
ment to Thieves, and calls for Proof of
It immmass : =

I REMEMBER hof maty Years ago at

‘an Ele&ion for Members of Parliament a

certain Prime Minifter; was put upon {wear=

ing as a- Voter that he had not receiv’d a

Bribe ; a merry Fellow who ftood by faid

‘the Oath was wrong put, for it fhould have
been whether he had not givena Bribe. In
- the "Cafe above, the Queftion fhould not

have been, whether they harbour’d or en=

~courag’d Thieves? But whether they did
- not by Extortion or Oppreffion make Men
Thieves? This would have been putting

the Matter in a fair Light, and given us fair

play to reafon on natural Confequences.

As it is, we are in a good meafure bound
down to Fadts, chiefly in his own Power to

"prove, tho’ I think there hasnot been a few
Inftances of Pawnbrokers receiving ftollen

Goods, as he himfelf has remark’d, attend-
ed with this peculiar Circumftance, that the

~Court was always {o unjuft as to make them
“be return’d to the right Owner; and no-Bo-

E : dy
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dy ever prefum’d a Pawnbroker grown emi-
nent and wealthy by Ufury, would be fuch
a Foolas to run the Hazard of lofing his ill-
got Gain by harbouring Thieves in his own
Houfe, or knowingly be concern’d with
them’; but where all are Fifh that comes to
Net, ftollen Goods may moft eafily be got
off, and therefore whether it be done di-
rectly or indiretly, fo the Confequences are
the fame, it matters not, for fo long as
Thieves can get what they fteal difpos’d of,
1t 15 immaterial to the Public which Way it
1s done; That a Pawnbroker can’t enquire
mto this on the receiving every Pledge is
true, but it is equally true that he has no
Right to be a Pawnbroker, or to receive any
Goods ftollen or not, and if he will contra-

-1y to Law do fuch Bufinefs, can he com-

plain of being punifh’d, when he receives
ftollen Goods? No! rather rejoice heis on-
ly fo punifh’d, fince it is the Rifqﬁe, where-
on alone he founds his Pretence of Extorfi-
on and Oppreflion, for he can never have
the' Aflurance to fay he has a Right to take
Thirty per Cent. on what others have aRight
to take but Five; fo that Rifque alone is
Plainly the Ground of their Pretence of be-
ing above the Law, Juftice, Truth or Ho-
nefty. ‘ : ‘

Tr1s we would think was’ {ufficient to

‘anfwer all his Nonfenfe and Jargon about

logical

)
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lngical and illogical, cavilling about what
no Body living difputes with him in the
Manner he ftates his Queftions, which is
like what moft People do, who talk and
anfwer themfelves; for if any Queftion
(hould be ftated about the Matter, it thould
be ; whether by the very Nature of his
Bufinefs he can avoid dealing with Thieves ?
_And that has been fufficiently confider’d al-

ready, and {o feveral Pagesis loft with talk- '

ing ‘about Nothing, in Confequence of a
ueftion, which I may fhy without a Pun,
is quite out of the Queftion, and feems on-
ly inferted to furprize and aftonith the Ig-
norant with the wonderful Learning of a
Pawnbroker, who talks as like'a Scholar as
any Body well can, that is not aScholar, ex~
cept it be in Scripture Learning, which he
has quoted and apply’d, infamoufly, and
ftupidly enough, which I the more won-
der at, becanfe 1 can’t conceive that any
of his Gang ever reads the Bible, tho' they
may keep it in their Houfes to anfwer the
fame Purpofe as the Whole Duty of Man in
a Bawdy-Houfe; and why he thinks it
will give him Credit amongft thofe who do
_read it, is inconceivable, unlefs he prefumes
they do not underftand what they read,

which is not quite a fair Prefumption, and

therefore whether he comes out of Naza-
reih, or out of Newgate is immaterial, fo
that he follows theBufinefs of a Pawnbroker,

' E 2 . or
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‘or what is worfe is pitch’d upon for his fu..
perior Learning or Honefty, to be made
the qul of his Gang, in order to vindicate
Extortion and Ufury, in Cppofition to both

the Laws of God and Man.

Tue Apologift comes next to fhew,
that our Legeflature when they made a Law
againft the Pawnbrokers, likewife made a
Law againft Witches. This was the A& of

the Firft of the Firft of Fames the Firft, -
wherefrom he very wifely concludes it to -
~ be avery filly Law ; and if that be true, by

a Parity of reafoning it may be concluded,

that all the Laws of that Reign were e-

qually filly, It is therefore alike unnecef-
fary to fhew other than from his own
Words, both the Abfurdity and Impudence
_of his Refle@ions and Conclufions ; and
inftead thereof fhall take the Liberty to
thew him, that in one of the loweft Go-
vernments now fubfifling, a more fevere
Law againft Pawnbrokers yet fubfifts than
that of Fames the Firft ; Imean in the Se-
ven United Provinces; more elpecially in
that of Zealand, where they arc efteem’d
fo much worfe than the Common Hano.-
man, that they are. not permitted, tho’ he

15, to receive the Sacrament, which a-

mongft Chriftians 1s being efteem’d abfo-

| hitely infamous: And, indeed, the ver
MNature of ‘the Thing fpeaks itfelf, fince

the
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the Chriftian Religion abfolutely forbids U= .

fury in any Shape, or by any Perfon, "And

for a Man to be {uffer’d to reccive the Sa-~

crament, whofe Pracice is Ulury, is turn-
ing that folemn Service into Ridicule, which
the Dutch do not, nor any other Nation
ought to permit: From hence it appears to
be the Judgment of wife Men; that any
Laws lefs fevere againft Pawnbrokers are
weak and defe@ive, and arerather made in
their Favour than againft them ; and fo the
A& of Fames the Firft ought to be efteem’d;

for Example, if in the Nature and Reafon -
of Thingsa Man ought to be punifh’d with -

Death for this or that Crime, and the Law
only dire@ts he fhall be whipt or pillory’d,
will the Criminal complain of this Law,
when it is plainly made in his Favour, un-
lefs he may like the Pawnbroker expect to
be at Liberty to be lawlefs: But it is not
as to Religion only, but Trade is very deep-
ly affe¢ted by this Kind of Dealing, and ¥
defy the Apologift to thew they were ever

permitted in any general trading Country,

and it is very poflible that the Dutch apply
this Banithment of them from the Sacra-
ment, as one of the ftrongeft Barriers againft
their breaking in upon Commerce, which

appears to me in the whole a little unnecef=

fary, fince it is inconceivable to what End

'a Pawnbroker attempts to receive the Sa-
crament, unlefs it be to cover his Crimes

- | under
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under the Cloak of Religion, which the

Dutch perhaps dont chufe to permit, as it
may tend to the leading the Ignorant to

miftake Rogues for honeft Men. By what -

the Apologift fays himfelf, and by what he
has quoted, it is very evident they read, and
in fome Meafure underftand the Bible ; but
to what End, or for what Purpofe, is in
the Nature and Reafon of Things but too
evident, '

_Accorpine to the Apologift’s Scheme
laid down from the ‘Beginning to the End
of this Work, it evidently appears that to
ftate and anfwer Objections are equally eafy
and natural to him, and as T dont doubt but
his whole Life has been fpent in confidering

the Argument, fo its very hard if fome.

thing cant be faid in favour of one of the
worft Arguments that perhaps ever did or
ever durft appear in Print, under a well-go-
vern’d State, and in defiance of its Lavys 5
{o I fhall not much wonder if hereafter Apo-
logies appear in favour of Highwaymen,
and Street-Robbers.  His next Obje&ion
like all the reft is of his own making, and
confequently is not the Objeion that thould
be made; it is, That this Bufinefs js rather
prejudicial than ferviceable to the Publick,
If the 7ather had been left out the Objec-
tion would have ftood more fair ; for the
Objection thould really have been, that it is

abfolutcly :

abfolutely prejudicial,” and no Wéy.fe-rvice-
able to the Publick. His Reafons in gene-
ral are, that this or that Rank of People

f{ometimes want Money to pay their Work-

mens Wages, &e. and don’t chufe to trou-
ble their Friends, &c. I anfwer, that if
thefe were the only Cafes in Queftion they
are very bad ones, for every Body knows
who is acquainted with Trade; that no Man
living can afford to pay half Thirty per
Cent. for Money. And if Men once pre-
fume to act as Mafters, and pay a Month’s
Intereft for a Week’s Loan at Thirty per
Cent. which is 120 per Cent. they muft ei-
ther foon break to the Prejudice of thofe
who truft them with Goods, or find fome
very bad Ways of impofing upon their Cu-
ftomers, and perhaps both. And I fancy

 that the Apologift will not be able to pro-

duce a fingle Inftance of any one Man be
he never {o cunning in other Refpects that
dealt with the Pawnbrokers and traded
long ; but when we defcend to the labour-
ing People it is ftill worfe, they earn but @
bare Support at beft, and if out of their
weekly Pay of perhaps Ten Shillings they
pay Three-pence, it is'in proportion more
than is paid in Taxes to the State on Lands
and Confumptions, and muft inevitably con-
tribute to render them at once fo much.the
more poor, wretched and diftrefs’d, ‘and
which is more frequently laid out in Gin-

~ fhops
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) {hops -than for Neceffaries of Life, which at
~once ruins their ‘Conftitutions, fpoils them

for common Labour, and in the End makes

them Thieves and Vagabonds, and is 1 will

venture to fay, the chief Grounds why there
are more of thefe unhappy People in Pro-
portion within the Bills of Mortality than in

- any other Part of England, or perhaps in
- all England ; befides' it being literally true,

that bad Profeffions encourage and propa-
gate bad Morals, and confequently improve
the Number ofbad People 5 for as in Coun-
‘try Places, the People are healthy and pea-
“ceable, - till Apothecaries and Attorniés break
‘ih upon and poifon their Health or Princi-
ples, fo in' London. they -would ‘be laborious

‘and indufirious did not the Swarm of
- Pawnbrokers lay - the Foundation of their

Tdlenefs and Villany, by firft fending them

‘to the Gin-thops, and from thence to the
 No w to put this Matter out of Difputcf |
the Apologift fuppofes two Cafes; the firft

is, That a Perfon wanting twenty Pounds
on Plate had better pay Twenty per Cent.

as he fays, ‘but why mnot Thirty per Cent,
‘than fell it, becaufe he then lofes both Fa-

thion ‘and Duty, ‘and in this Cafe only pays
Ten Shillings per Month'; ~ for that "is- the

- Fact, for Six Months this amounts . to three
‘Pounds, and if “he-fells Seventy-three Oun-

ces,

B et

to give Thirty, has the Pawnbroker aRLAg}}t
o give “1h E

| (s3)
ks, the Lofs will be Three Pounds T hic~
teen Shillings;’ therefore by pledging his

Plate he will fave Thirteen Shillings. "This

is the Force of the Argument; and to fuch
unaceuftom’d _to Calculation looks w;:ll- e-
:.nough, but there are three more ‘.1"om§s to
be confider’d to fet this Matter.quitg right.

The firft is, whether Plate wont borrow
Money at Five per Cent. or lefs, at any

Part of the Town. The next i5; what he
pays if he is Fool enough to pawn it twice

Six Months:  The laft is, fuppofe he never -
redeem it: 'That -any Man may have Mo-.

ney on Plate at Five per Cent. from any

* Silverfinith or Banker; I hope the Apologit

~ wont have the Affurance to_difpute, and i

he be fo ignorant as not to know. this; and’

]

to take it; and if he pawns it on thol
Terms for a Twelve-month ‘then he lofes
Two Pounds Seven Shillings more than 1f
he fold it; and if the Pasopnbroker keeps 1t,
‘as he by his. own_Confeflion nevet lends

“more than Four Shiliings .and Six=pence per

Dunce on the beft Plate, "and can always
{ell it to the Refiner at ‘Five Shiilings _;1}1317‘_d
‘Six-pence; he confequently gains 3 [ 35
But there is fomething more to be faid on
both Sides; if the Plate be ufeful and fa-
{hionable; and undamag’d by muc_h Woear,
or great Bruifes, and efpecially: if not of that
Kind which is much folder'd; both the

¥ - Pledger
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“den, they might either have had ﬁlll Value,
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Pledger ¢an have, and in Courfe the Paaiis
broker can fell it to thofe who keep open
Shop for at leaft Six Shillings per-Ounce ¢

And this makes Three Pounds Three Shil-

lings more real Differenice in ‘the Account,
by the Pledger’s Lofs and the Pawnbroker's
Gain united,  As to-Jewels, - the Affair 1

~ am afraid will turn . out much worfe, info-

much as they are generally lefs underftood
by the Pledger than the Pawnbroker, and

alter in Value, which is feldomn the Cafe of

Plate ; now the Pawnbroker is appriz’d of
this, and whether Jewels be on the Rife or

Fall, it is all one to the Broker he makes:

it anfwer his End, by faying, you might
indeed give the Jeweller Twen‘ty Guineas

“for that Diamond Ring, but Diamonds are
fillen much, and at beft it was never worth
‘twelve, fo will not lend at moft above
‘Eight, and very probably gets Eight by,
the Loan. I fay very probably, becaufe

the A‘pql_ogiﬁ fays himfelf not one Pledge

in ten is ever redeem’d. And I think ten
tome is fufficient for Probability ; and the.
Sewellers of Reputation aver, and I have

Reafon to-believe very truly, that will re=
purchafe after long Wear. at 30 per Cent.

Profit including Workmanthip, fo that here
is at leaft Cent. per Cent. acquir'd on - fuch -
‘Pledges, that had the Owners gone to my

Friends Dubamel or Nay!or in Covent Gar=

- or

(35)
Money at Five per Cent. and been thank’d
for -their Cuftom, whillt the Pawnbroker
roby them in every Shape; and the Apo-
logift unluckily enough mentions a Kind of

‘Goads that by the common Sénfe of Man-
" kind ought ta be Felony, to take more than

common Intereft upon, becaufe the Money
is to be had at that Rate any-where by an
honeft Owner,* and which makes me fuf-
pe&, that few bring it to fuch-Shops that
come - honeftly - by it; and confequently
that Pawnbrokers. -are not quite {o {crupu-

lous about ftollen' Goods as they pre~

tendﬁ - : R . . . .
A's to Wearinig Apparel, the Argument
in the main is much the fame in the Con-
fequence to the Patwnbroker; tho':it is'not.
to the Pledger, fince Money is not {o readi-
ly borrow’d on Apparel as onPlate, Jew-
els, &¢. and befides that, the Lofs if {old,

~is much' greater; more efpecially, in- Mens

Apparel,' which it is difficult to get Half |

Value for . when once made up for very

_ obvious Reafons; but this is nothing at all

to the Pawnproker, for if Half the Value
can’t be got in felling, he will not lend a-
bove a Quarter, and fo they are of as much
real Value to him as Plate, and “perhaps
more profitable, and as to Houthold Goods

the heavier Sort at leaft are generally ’C.‘_OQ 4'

cumberfome for him."

F 2
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“Hr comes next to inform us, that éven’

in Trade Pawnbrokers are uleful, for that
People who pledge to them in order to go
‘to Market with Ready Money are in a bets
ter Situation than'if they bought on Three

Months Credit, -

" His Reafoning hereon. is of a Stam
with the reft; and would be very idle to

- enter into, the Principle whereon he grounds

it being falfe,  fince all' know who are ac-
quainted with ‘Trade, that Three Months
Credit is Ready Money, and fo is oftens
times Six or Nine Months according to the
Nature of the Bufinefs,” =~ % -

~ His next Attempt is on the Legiflature,
- which he has the Impudence to attack once

more, altho’ as unluckily as poflible, for he-
~conceives them under a’ fatal Miftake, by
making fome Ads that affe@ Small Credit,
Thefe Aéts 1 fuppofe may be fuch as pre-
vented the Bailiffs from - diftreffing the

Poor, and frees them from being ‘run to

twenty Pound Expence, and held to Bail

~ for a Bunch of ‘Turnips, which to be fure.
. were very wicked A, diametrically oppo-

fite to the Notions of a Pawnbroker whofe

* Bufinefs is Oppreffion; though I muft for
- once fay {o much in their F avour, ‘that. I
- conceive'all their unjuft Ways can in no

Sente,
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Senfe” equal the Oppreffion "of the” Law, -
}S):g?ouzqtlz)a thofe Aé’c}s); and if it has brought

‘Cuftom to their Shops; bad as the Confe-

serice “is, it is better. than it was before,
f;ert?ﬁ:hla,ll were, Pajte_znéro‘kers_:m‘ Eﬁé& (iwhc;',
dealt with them, and the Iron Hanc S_bo |
the Law lay on them into the Bargaln,f ut
now there is but one Set of Knaves left to
deal with, which is at leaft fome Solace ta
‘thofe who are fo.unhappy as to be poor.

‘ M hence is cqnc‘luded, t}xat Jeople
| xﬁz};ch(i)thcf come to their Shops, or flay a-~
way, and fo truly they may, if the fame
R’eafori that brought them "once did not

* bring them a fecond Time, wviz. Thought-

: ty ;  but

5, falfe Shame, and Neceflity 5 but
}ngvlsfthe'Gdod or the Right, the ]qﬁi}e or
the Honefty of Pawnbroking appears _rolm‘
this Kind of Argument 1s ._1nconce1yabh¢,--
“pnlefs the Prefumption be a good pn}e, I: at
when 2 Man does a bad. ‘ox_:-;fool;(_h T nétg
‘twice, the Repetition jnftifies the Af -
which noPerfons but {:uch as are as ca e}
harden’d as the Apologift ever dreamt of

prefuming,

He next afks, whence it comes,
" fuch Monfters, &c¢. have any Bufinefs to

~and that People - fhould for many |
(:f;(:ar: ntogf:thf:r go on in the fame Road, -

and t:on(;ludes it can’t be thought N L:cg%%c;

3
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since. that makes them g‘no‘re"quick_ﬁghg ;

1R Gillert Heatbeste, whom 1 believe
the Apglogiﬁ Win . OWI], : undCYROOd thefc v

Matters, and ' the Difpofitions of Mankind =

as well at leaft as moft Men of the Age, -

gave it as- his Opinion in- his Advice for"

fettling -the Colony ‘of Georgia, that no -
Credit thould be permitted in ordinary Life, -
his Reafons are thus ftated : ‘There  are,
fays he, ‘two Sorts of Peoplein the World;
V12, the - Longheads and the Headlongs ;-
Now: if the Headlongs are not - check’d " in’
their Career-of Folly, and the Liongheads,
curb’d by fevere Laws, . they would devour

the- Subftance -of the Headlongs, éll,ld-bfihgf ‘
- the Calony into.a State' of Diftrefs and M-

fery: On the fame Principles our Legifla-:
ture acted, when they made 2 Law againft;
Pawnproking and Ulry, confidering always:
that the moftignorant and- laborieus Part 6
the -People, are the chief Support of the

State, and therefore:cught now particularly".

to be protected againit Oppreffion, by thofe’

who are more at Leifure to acquire a fupe-

rior Knowledge of the World, - Shilick,
the ew of Penice, is an-inimitable Pictire
of a Pawnbroker, and you never {ee Mack~

“fin appear® in the Chara&er; but you at the

fame Time fee the true and natural Portrait
of the-Apologift ; who appears nextto fhew,
L - that

{39)
that felling pledg’d Goods without account

to the Owner is equally laudable and juft,

as all the reft; he proves. it thus: The
Pledger is at Liberty toredeom his Goods,
or to get fomebody elfe to do it for -him;
or to {ell them in the Broker’s Shop, unlefs
as he alfo obferves, the Pledger intends to
4lay a Snare for the Broker whereon to found
an Action of Trover. This, -anlefs, deftroys
all the reft, ‘but concludes, if he concludes
any thing, that if this, Redemption don’t
happen, the Broker has a Right tofell them

him{elf without Account; it is impoffible -

to anfwer this Kind of Reafoning, otherwife
than by faying, it is the Reafoning of'a’
Pawnbroker. ' He obferves further, ‘that

- People make a graice of buying bad

Goods in Monmouth Street, as {cowred
‘Brocades and old Laces, &c. in order to let -
them lye fome Years untill {old, and then
bring their Ations, and {wear the Goods

to be of great Value, but what: does this

rove more, than that it is- common a-.
mongft Thievesto fink upon and cheat one.

another, and is a great. Happinefs, as™ it

contributes in fome meafure to keep each o-
ther in awe, and make the unhappy few -
who are innocent in fome Refpects - fare the
better, - by putting the Broker on reflecting
" how dangerous it will be to venture deeper

in the Mire of Extortion and Robbery.—---
M | Was N o
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Wirn it anfwers this Apologift’s Purs

pofe, he takes but Twenty per Cent. in a=

‘nother Place he takes Thirty, in a third
proves he takes Three Hundred, again in
‘one Place he fells ten Pawns out of ele-
-ven, he now comes to fhew that he does
not fell one out of eleven: For let the
World think as they pleafe; the felling bears
a very fmall Proportion to the Money lent

“in a Year, fince if he lends Five or Six

‘Thoufand Pounds he does not fell aboveé
Five or Six Hundred Pounds worth, and
both this and the other he is I doubt not

~ ready to fwear to and prove from his Books;

with a fakvo Conftientia, I prefurhe thus, that

he fells the little Pawns, and keeps the

great ones, which is perhaps juft as likely as
true. ‘'The Way he fellsthe little Pawns of=
‘tentimes is'not improper to mention here,
becaufe there is fomething in the Manner;
wery new and inftructing to the Generality

“of Mankind ; Maid Servants; and many o-
ther Perfons of the like- Rank, who have & -

Mind to be fine at the Expence of the
Whores and their Culls, repair with Mos.
qey in Hand to the Pgwnbrokers to buy
Bargains ;- they pitch upon their Goods but
find the Price fuperior to their Purfe, which
the Broker difcovering, he makes the fol-
lowing Propofal : It matters not; my Dear ;
fays he, whether you have all the Money,

- : for

“inga fine Gown; or laced Cap,

C(4r)
fsr ot may either leave the Goods in

pledge for the Refidue; or bring fomething

clfe of adequate Value, until you can raife.
o miach; refore’d at this genteel Offer, the
poor filly Girl complies; and fo_pays Inte-
reft for het Cloaths before in fa& the buys.

them. Another Method s this, Dally by

often vifiting the Broker fees a Gown or a

Cap fhe fancies, -the would buy it but can't -

have anyMoney till fhe gets her Wages: It

matters not, fays the cunning Broker, lets

agree upoh a  Price; and I will keep it for
%‘vﬂou», till you get your ‘Money, Dolly in

Raptures at _the Thought of one Day hav-
confents to

pay Intereft for what the neither has, nor

perhaps ever will have ; fo_that the Broker
often gets Six or Twelve Months Intereft
for Notliing; and often Part of the Pur-

 chafe-Moncy, and the whole Gown into

thie Bargain ; and if the Apologift prefumes

to queftion thefe Facts; Ifhall prove them,
“and  many more equally wicked and op-

preflive; when he’ prodiices his Books be~
fore a Comunitiee of the Houfe of - Com~
mons; which if I underftand: him right is
what he means by a properPlace. . -

AND. now we come to the moft impor-

only I have taken the Trouble to anfwer the
Apologift's fulfe Reafoning, Ribaldry and
Nonfenfe, and was “indeed ‘the chief tho’

G ~ unlucky,

fant Poirit of all; and for the Sake whercof
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unlucky Reafon, if he could have any, for
-expofing his Profeflion ; a Point fo intereft=

ing, that were it poffible to grow intoa
‘Law, I fhould believe nothing hereafter im+
poffible: Thatis to fay, the Public Allow-

ance of this Bufinefs ; for whatever fuch Al-
lowance may produce to the Government
by Licences and Stamps, in which Particus

lar, the Projector may not be a little mifta=
-ken, it can no otherwife, however fpecious
it may appear, anfwer any other End to the
- Welfare of the State, than if they were to

licenfe. Houfebreakers and Highwaymen,

- ‘which as I am fure, is not the Intent of the

Legiflature, foam Ivery furea Bill of this
Nature will be no longer confider’d proper;
than untill the dangerous Tendency of it is
difcover'd, and altho’ it may be very true;
that 2. Law may be fo made as to: anfwer
the Purpofes of fmall Pledges; yet if the

" Parts of which-it be compog’d are mutuall

juft between the Berrower and Lender, it
will only ferve the Purpofes of the Pawna
brokers better when profecuted by A&ions;

but notin the leaft diminith their cuftomary

Extortion, which is, I conceive; the Point
chiefly aim’d at by fuch a Bill and totry
this Matter to the utmoft, I fhall in the
Conclufion propofe fuch a Billas appears to

me reciprocally juft, and wherein the Lis-

mitations of Sums, as the Apologift fpeaks,
will be a Part, and is with lowering the In~
R T “terefty

. o4
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| 'fercfl’é,\ and linﬁiting the Number of Pawn=

brokers the very Soul of fuch a B‘il\l.'

~Tue Apologiftin the Perfon of his ima-
~gin’d Adverfary, in the Form of an Objec-
" tion fays, that. Pawnbroking is found to
- give Encouragement to varions' Mechanicks
‘to pledge other Peoples Goods ; as alfo to
~encourage idle and diforderly Perfons, who.

will not work as long as they can get Money
on Pledg'e.s‘ - . e T

~Arz which is but too true, and ROtOFi=
ous, and are anfwer’d as truely becomes the
Apologift; that is to fay, Part’is admitted
offible, and Part denied, but as Inftanees

of thisKind has occur’d to the Knowledge
“of almoft every Houfekeeper within the”
Bills of Mortality, it grows quite inconte- -

{table, .when we . confider the Nature : ar'}d
Reafon of the Thing only the Apologift
himfelf has admitted previounfly, that it is

- impoffible to enquire how People come by

the Goods they pledge, and the Reafon he
ives for it is very true, that the attending

. to the Taking in many Pledges takes up all
their Time, and confequently leaves them
- pone for Inquiry : It follows, that if they
“can’t find Time to enquire, they muft take
“them without Inquiry, and then whether

they be ftollen or not; whether they are
their own or the Properties of other Peo-
R G 2 - ple ;
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ple; or whether it encourages. idle and dif-
orderly People is no Part of ‘their Concern,
their Bufinefs' being only to take the Pled=

ges and lend the Money, unlefs fomething -

extraordinary occurs,as aBeggar coming with

a Chac'd Gold' Watch, "o a rich Diamond -

Ring, ‘&¢. their own' Safety, ‘and the Ha-
‘zard of lofing " the Money they .lend puits
them naturally enough upon”enquiring how
they come by them. But this is nothing
to the ‘general .Courfe of Bufinefs, about
“which, I believe, few of them enquire at

- all, and if they did to what purpofe, fince

‘the Pledger would hardly tell them that
the Goods were none of their own, unlefs
they came with proper Authority to' tell
them fo. * But, fays the Apologift, if Peo-

Pawnbrokers, is not the Law open to them?
To which I anfwer, That it is on the one

‘Side, but according t5 his own ' Account

pretty well guarded” againft on' the other;
befides that he infifts that none but Villains

“make ufe of it. "Now if, both thefe Matters
“be true, to what purpofe is the Law, ‘which

can feldom be executed, and when execut-

- edwicked. I thall only obferve two Things

on this Kind of writing, that there is "no -
Profeflion fo bad, but what may make Ufe
of the fame Plea, and to the fame Purpofe
as the Apologift, which in fome Meéafure

Jiptimates his to be'in the Rank of the

- Worft s
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Worft; and likewife that a bad Heart is

generally attended by a confus'd Head, and

in Confequence - thereof, that whenever 2
Man ungé;takcs a bad Caufe, heis gene~ -
rally his own Convi€or, : This I think fuf-
ficiently appears in the wife Apology before
me, which not only fet out with a Principle
that every Body dénies to be juft, but like-
wife contradi@s every Conclufion he'draws

~therefrom by fomething follows it, ‘which

has occafion’d many People as it did myfelf,
till better inform’d, to believe it - wrote .b‘y
W a}fr»' of Burlefque on the grofeflion, nor
‘can the Generality be yet perfuaded of the
contrary. - I

- TH E next 1Obje§tic>_ﬁ' isas ﬁl{y in the ﬁat,-.»
-ing; as ridiculous in the apfwering, and one

s teally puzled to know what to make of,
_ or to what End or Purpofe it is introduc’d,

unlefs to fhow the Analogy ‘3b¢t.w‘eén,thé
Pawnbrokers and primitive Chriftians.———-
The Obje&ion is, ‘that all the World “fays

- the Pawnbrokers are a pack of Rogues, and

~what all the World fays muft be t;ue.—:—lt /
z: agréed, and what' then ?Why all the
World faid the fame of the primstive Q’brz-;
flians 2 But why, becaufe the Religion had
‘not been éxamin’d with Atténtion and Im-
 partiality. And what follows from all this?
Why truely that the Chrifiians were honeft
Men ? But what likewife follows from exa-
peuee e o mining




oo Lasy
: _.in'ining"invfdthe Cafe of the Pz'zwfz&méem?
‘Why that they are fill a Pack of Rogues ?
-What an excellent Analogy is here drawn
between  Pawnbrokers and Chriffians 2--.

Would not any Man believe this intended -

for pure Burlefque, or if wrote ferioufly, as

is the plain Truth, that they were Fools as

‘well as Knaves, and that it was really no
Matter what become of them, =~

' THE next ije@cién} is fram’d to diftin=

\guith between the Letter and Spirit of the
Law. But before we obferve more gene-
rally on this curning Thought, we muft
fettle the Reader’s Mind as to thisPoint, by
Jhewing -that the ' Letter and Spirit of the
ILaw is generally the fame Thing, and
when its thought otherwife, its only in the
Breatt of a Court of Equity to diftinguith,
and where that does not relieve the Letter
and the Spirit continue as one and, the fame,
how how far this anfwers our Apologift’s:

- Purpofe will appear prefently, -

Tue _Obje&ion is that Men ought to act
in Conformity to the Laws, and that to act

i defiance of them is Prefamption and Ins

folence, and confequently immoral, .

Now there are two Laws, as he “calls
them, but means too Kinds of Laws, Vi,
Common and Statute Law, The Common

\ ' ‘ Law |

(S
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Law he defines to be the Traditions of wife
Meh, and thence conclides it very foolith;"

the Subftance - whereof is, that no Pawneé

or..Pawntaker has a Right to fell or convert .
the Pledge, and -the Reafon is plain and

mutual, becaufe the Pawnee may bring his
Adtion againft the Pawner for the Money
let without firft reftoring the Pawn, and
therefore having a Remedy by that Law is
morally bound to obferve it, "and thereupon
all his Suppofitions and

Ignorance.

Hz {cems to confider the Statute Law

fomething better, if any bettet can be where,
all is wrong, by recuiring to his old Pleaof

Expences, &e. but what is all this to the

Purpofe, fince if the fame Kind of reafon~

“ing is in Force between thofe who act law-.

fully and unlawfully, then may the. High-'
wayman recur to the like, and urge the

Spirit of theLaw in fup_port of his Iniquity,

night he not charge his Horfe which muift
besa g0od one, his Piftol, Powder, Ball

and Hanger, his Bridle, Saddle, Difguifes

and Cloaths, and his Expences ordinary and

extraordinary for Cover and Safeguard, as
well as Vi€tuals, Drink, and Lodging, and.
i€ all thefe will not amount to four Hun«

dred Pounds a-year, and to lay up Seventy-

five:

13

Queries perifh in
their Creation, and inftead of deing him -
any good, only contribute to expofe his -
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- the Quotation, Thar the Bar, the Bench,
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five Pounds_#=year for Childrens Fortunes;

may he nct fairly efivuigh throw in the Ha=
zard of his Life as adequate to the Refidue;.
and may he not frorii hence by a Parity of
reafoning conclude; he hava Right to plun+
der in Propertion to his Expences and Ha=

~ zards, and wWotild it not appeat very droll

to hear fuch Stuff as this eppos’'d to a faif

. and juft Law; atid yet this is the Vety Point

In queftion, on which the Apologift takes
the Liberty to _diftinguith betieen the Let=
ter and the Spirit, wherein what ferves his
Turn is the Spirit, and what temains the
dead Letter, - )

Ir’s impofiible fof rie 6 leave this buf:
foon Fellow without purfuing him through

- all his Mazes and Doubles; in fome Places

indeed ore’s puzzled to know what he’ is
talking about; in ofthets one wonders What
he isdriving at; in one Place he affe@®s to
reafon, in another to feold, and at length
concludes his Tragiscomedy with a Farcé;
if pofible; ‘ten times more ridiculous ‘than

~the Play. This he calls his Conclufion,

which is principally enacted to fhew; that
we oftener dream than think, which he
completes by talking of Anthropophagi,
whofe Heads do grow beneath their Shoul-

- ders; where he fleals his from I don’t feas

dily remember,  but infers very wifely from

the

the Guild, and th |

- I fuppofe;
e means the Parliament, are all in a-
Dream, but whether waking or fleeping is
not quite fo clear: I can’t help conclud-
ing with him, that all have fome Inclina-

tion that Way, or it:would hardly have

happen’d at this Time of Day, that'a

- Pawnbroker had fubfifted, firlt to diftrefs

their Fellow-Creatures, and then to- laugh
at the Gavernment who fuffers it, As. for
their Part, " the" Pawnbrokers, they never
fleep, and that the Government may learn
how to be as well on the Watch as’ they,

- he prefents them with an Antinarcotick, in

which he a&s the Part of Harlequin, who
to prevent. the Audience {leeping at a dun
Play,, ‘enters in the Intervals of the ‘~~A&S?

and plays his Fool's Tricks,

To his Affiftance this droll Apologift
calls in, the City of London as his natural

* Friends and Allies, which is in other

Words henouring them with the Dignity
of Thing and Ufurers, and therefore muit

- naturally expe& from their Members in the

Houfe of Commons, their- L_igmo{’c Aid i
the‘Support of Plunder and Vl_llar}y, and I
can’t help thinking but that the City Mem-

bers will contribute to do their new Friends

“and Allies effeGual ]ﬁfcice, which is what

the heneft Apologift fee'ms' moft ardently
to wifh, - and can’t well fail in. |
IR H E Bur
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-Bur, if, as he fays, by Way \ of Poft-

ji*rzpt they fthould fugerahouﬂy rejedt A-

mity ahd .Alliance . with them, it. ;may not
be qmlfs 0 give them fuch Hm s, ‘a$ will
open their - Eyes, and plamTy w t‘hem,
how much it'is their Initereft to' protect and

fupport univerfal and diffus’'d Extortion ‘and

Ufury, left a Set of honefter Men, if pof-
fible, fhould ffep in. between, under thé -
Title of a. Petz‘y Bank, equally prejudicial
to them both, "and to the general Alliance,

o a'ld WhiCh Would 1mpofe upon and bu‘bble ‘

innocent People; by lending” them Money -
at lefs Intereft than the Pczwzzéraéem can

" afford to do, and confequently rain not ons
1y the Pcz‘wﬁéroéers but entlrely deftroy the =
Trade of this opulent City, againft which -
- - the Paivnbroker is at prefent the Bulwark

and Advance-guard : And’ thé Reafon of
this appears.: moft evident, - for. as. much as "

~ the Brokers now.cir culate at Ieaf’c a Million

of Money -in Trade which wonld other-

wife be lock’d up in " the public Funds, or -
or what is worfe fall into the hmds of a
Cbarzmé/e Corporation, .and therefore en-
quires, whether at thlS Time {mall Credit

bears the moft agreeable Afpect ? And
thence whether the ‘Ready Money Trade is -
fo confiderable, as to bear the lopping of“ |

fo conﬁderable a Branch 15 left 'to thexe
Confideration ? And thence Whether as

the Pawz&ro&er isa Kmd of Mountamer

{which

“other.

(st}

.(Whmh by the Way is a Kind of Band1 t

or Freebooter) and” at prefent” poflefs’d of
the Pafs, he may not be drove to the more

warm and fertile Plam;, there prove a trou-

blefome Nexghbt)ur and dlﬁurb their long -
and happy Repofe, .
AnD if this*thould happen, Why ‘what

then ? Why then either fome Body elfe will

get into their Places, or the Mob will rife .
and ‘be then' owp Carvers, and as they are

not very nice and juft in their Diftinétions, = -

as to Perfons and Property, the Confequen-
ces may. prove equally fa(;al one Way as the |

AF'fnli all this Nonfenfe, Incoherence,
‘Threatnings, and Ribaldry; What fhall one

- fay, that may induge the Legiflature to pafs

a Bill in Favour of, and to licenfe thefe ho-

neﬂ: Men to plunder ‘with Impumty ? Shall ’.

WC fay they may thereby raife a Sum of Mo-'
ney for the Service of the State, and by,

, turmncr prwate V1ees into pubhck Beneﬁts, |

render even-the moft confummate Wicked-
nefs a general Emolumerit ? Shall we inti-
mate that the Ifalion States, thofe Sons of
Mac/omfuel do the fame, even the Holy Ci-
ty of Rome? And fhall we be lefs polmck

: than they, who are pure reform’d Chrifti-

ans ; thall we want Pawnbrokersin England
whlle even wicked Proftitutes are allow’d
thereP Can a Parallel be drawn more Ju&

a Pphcy be purfued more mtereﬁmg and na-

2 | tuxal?
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tuxal?’ W111 it ‘not leflen or at lcaﬁ: p1event‘
other Taxes, and ferve the prefent Emer-
. gencies of the State ; and ‘in. the whole.to
what purpofe is it to confider Trade, or
what is i poffible ‘more to the Pur pofe the
prefervation of the Health,” Welfare, and

‘Morals of the Common. Pcople Who are
the Foundatlon of Tlade? fince it plainly
appedrs’ that the Pzzwlzérokem have got pof-
feflion, the City of London in Alliance and
ﬁumty2 and ‘the Mob on'their Side, ~whilft
the Judges and Parliament are lull'd to {leep,
like Babbies in their Mother’s Arms: _Is i it
not in vain to attempt to ftop the Courfe: of
the impetuous Torrent. - Is it not better that
the Sleepers ftill fleep, and the Actors fill

A& on w1thout Interrupuon? or i order to»

preferve Peace, Union, and good Will a-

mongit us; may it not be better to fanctify, .

Villany . by a Law, and thereby render us
all at once abfolutely lawlefs, fince it is eafy
to be conceiv’d, that ho fooner one Rank of
Thxbves are ena.bled to cover themfelves un-,
der the Santion of the Law, but all the reft
will come very Juﬁly to claim the fame In-
dulcrence, and then it is evident, there will
be no. Kind of Difference between lawful

- and lawlefs: To (,omplete this great Wozk .

there will want no other Help according to,
the Apologift’s Scheme, than the Alliance,
of the City of London, and the Aid of the
Mob whxch laft are kept in due Decorum

by

 we..rational Facultle as Men,
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by.the P(zwnérokers, on the fame Prmc;ple;
as, arbltrzuy Monarchs' keep their Slaves in
Awe, viz. by keepmg them poor, mxfera-
ble ‘and “Wretched: o ,

But ferioufly, is” the’ Nation “cofie at

laft to this fad  Pafs,. that there remaips,no
Difference or D1Pcméhon between Rxght or,

{3

Wtong, Jllﬂ: or un_luf’c Senfe 01 Noqfenfe,
Do we - live in Br‘zz‘dm, or in; the Cloudsv
on the ‘Earth,or, Sed, or in ‘the An,i’ Have
1‘_‘ aI@ WC
Beafts, Birds or Fithes? For Heaven’s Sake
can we be efteem’d a  Community of Men
living under the beft” policied Laws in “the
World, and yet fuffer fuch Doings, and not

only the’ ‘Doings, but _their being publickly

juftified by a ‘Buffoon’s #nd thereby-the Le-

giflature, Jodges and” Laws fet ‘at opcn Dea
fiance’; ‘and ‘contemn’d, Iaugh d at and de-

rided ; ;the greateft tradmg City in the World -

afpers’d with- being in ‘Alliance 'and- Amity
Wlth ‘Thieves, and the Common Senfe of
Mankmd turn’d into Fooler ry? And after all,

can -we" prefume that it 15 ever mtended

that the’ hcencmg of P(z‘wrzéro]éers fhall paﬁ
into a-Law, or what'is in “Effect the fame
thing, ' that they fhall be permxtted to cover
thcmfclves under® the San@ion of a Tax to
be.laid upon theny; whifch is tacitly Tient=

ing them ? 'If fuch a Thmcr muft be,” I will

not prefume to doubt, that ‘the Leglﬂature
will be duely guarded agamﬁ fuch falfuiiouo
" " ea~

O
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- ¢d by every School-Boy; and convince the

B thatatlgaﬁthey‘ are.pot apcep‘

- fnall Pledges *at ‘moderate - Initereft, ye
- What that Intereft {hould be is VEty. € i?hgi
~ cultto determine, . a

fonihgs; a5 are capable of being onfiit:
powerful Men their-Abettors and: Allies;

]

L aa b

T wavs only furdier fo obferve; that
altho’ it may 'be 'true,” which. I am, not
quite f0 cleat in, ' that it is_proper to,elta-
blith. fome’ Means " for raifing - Money, on
et

_ -and muft repeat’ again
what I have faid before, thal if 4 Law
fhould fanctify the “Taking of Fifteen per
Cent.. on' fimall Pledges; the Brokess wont

lend at One Farthing lefs than now, but
they will have this Advantage in their Fa=

~ Vour, that in Actions of Trover they will

be allow’d Fifteen' ger: Cent. upon, the fame -
Terms they are now allow'd Five in’com-
mon  with othet Men, " which o prefent -

- Benefit of ‘raifing Money to thé Ufe of the B
State can in any Senfe compentite:  ‘They &

ste_tiow fomewhat eurb'd, - they.viill then
glory in their Wickednels, and ‘have_ truly

‘Realon to laugh’ at the Legiflatare mgwd
om

Earneft. * And if? what: has' been faid or
the Subject,’ tho’ not. half what. may be
faid, ‘has no Effect in’ ftopping the. Bill
now " depending, " I conceive . the faying
more at once both idle and ufelefs.. . .

FINTIS



