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< H E Merchant, the Manufacturer,,
B - and the Sailor, whoat firft view:
- appear to' have the greateft intereft in
 trade, will, upon examination, be found.
not to be fo deeply concerned in its well
or ill being as the Land-holder, whofe
intereft feems more remote, - and who
(with forrow it muft be faid), too often,.
by his indifference, - gives occafion -to-
fufpe, that he thinks ‘he hath no cen- |
cerninitatall. o e
. The former are not fixed to a country;
their effe@s are all moveables, vendible
in many parts of the world ; if they are "
opprefled in one place, they can foon pack. o
~ up. and fly. to anothers. where greater
 freedoms invite them ; .they may indeed
be bound by leafes of lands er houfes, B
but parchment chains feldom prevent |
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defpairing fugitives : therefore.themums . |
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“ber of people in-any country, as well as.

- their well bemg, depends mtxrely on:
~ trade..

The Land holder hath an 1mmoveable

property, valuable only to fome few of
his neighbours or countrymen ; the pro-

duce of which, if trade ocafries ot off

nor bungs in people to-confume, but on

the contrary, by its decay, drives the |

confumers away, his Tenants muft decay,

- break, fly, his- lands be untenanted: he
- may mdeed fell at one Pprice eranother.;

but when the bulk of his neighbours are
in‘as bad a ﬁtuauon as himfelf, and all

farms and- empty houfes muﬁ be very
low.

- The Traders are mdeed the ﬁri’c pmch-
- ed; but then.they have the firft Warmng |

to avoxd the calamity, which coming but |
by degrees to the ultimate, ‘the Land.

- holders, they are the Jongen Iuﬂed ina
. deeen:ful fecurlty. : . |

“Who then is the moft concerned in
pomt of intereft with regard to, trade;

~hﬁ Whofe pmperty is m maveables, who |

hath

- rents declining, the value of untenanted

P IR' ETF A C E. w
 Rath the firft warning, and the gi?ite ﬂ;
~ choice of purchafers ; or he whofe pro- .

perty is immoveable, who-feels not the.
* danger until it is far advanced, hath the

% | leaft choice of purchafers, and thofel de-

clining ‘ones too, like himfelf ? - |
As men naturally’ purfue thelr own in-
teveft, this indifference in our Land-
‘holders is monftrous.  Isitpride which.
- makes them think. the fubje& ‘beneath:
| them? All forelgn courts are now ﬁudy- -
ing it attentlvely Isit the fear thatthe:
fubJe& is too intricate? A little attenti-- -
on will make it as eafy to them as to Fo-
reigners.. s it their. places that engrofs-
~ all their time? What they thmk they:
get by thefe, they may doubly lofein their-
lands.. Is it their pleafures’ they now: -
make their chief bufinefs 2. Alas! they
 are paying’ very dear for them, and de-
fervedly too, if that is the cafe. Thefe
caufes may affet fome few ; but the ge-
neralonel take to be the craft covetouf~ -
nefs, or falfe notions of mteref’c in-our’

den of taxes as remote as poiﬁble from;; P
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then' lands, by laying them on trade,’ and

 to buttrefs that up by prohibitions ; both
~which have had quite contrary effects,

a.nd ‘their children’s: feet aré -catched.im

the traps their forefathers laid for others;

- which cynical {pirit; it is'to be feared is

ot yet quite worn out.- TR

. To remove all falfe prejudxecs Wlth re-
gard to. txade, from. our Land-holders,
o point ‘out to them their true intereft,
toclear a plam ealy, fubje& from the im-
 putation of intricacy, .to remove thofe
deftrué’cwe diftintions without any dif-

ference of landed. and tradmg interefts ; |

or, o fum up. all, to prove the. ﬁrong

connexxon, in point of intereft, between

~land and trade, is the occaﬁon of publxﬂh

mg this Eﬁ"ly RN E S S
“An attempt is here made to. !hew the

fymptoms of our decay, the difficulties

* and difcouragements.our trade at prefent

labours under, by which only F areigners
~can. rwal us ; the. prodlglons artificial va-

lue we: thereby put upon. our goods, to

~ the hmdrance of their fale abroad ; the
ﬁ&mous value - they 1 make in the rents the

L,and holder now recewes, compared
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with: the real, true, intrinfic value, a:
Free-trade would make ;. the great na-
tural advantages our country is bleﬁ'ed:
 with fuperior terany nation in Europe 5
the means. proper to preferve thefe, by
unburdening our trade, which will em-f
~ ploy. our: poor, increafe the {tock on

- people,. - and increafe our. riches;. ‘;
. which muit terminate in mcreaﬁng the

alue of lands..~
v As of all the methods of raxﬁng taxes

on the people,. the eafieft. and moft equ,g
| muﬁ naturally raife the. moft money. an R
the feweft. murmurs ;; 2 propofal is here :

offered to the conﬁderanen of the Pubhc, '.
for ‘one tax. OB, the” Voluntary Confu—; ;

. MErS. of luxuries,. to- fupply all our. pre-
{en poﬁmvc, and mvolumary tax;s,» .
thhout their ill confequences, more €aly,
_more- equal; fpeedier raifed, pmdu?cwe x
of more MOREY 5. which will at the a;ne
time. reﬁore trade,.a nd mcxeafc the value.

of our lands. §
" The conﬁderatlon of our numerous

uiry
Mono olies naturally lead to an inquiry
into. gle nature of a Free:port trade, as
Well as the ﬁrong preJudxces now fubﬁff- -
“ing
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- he declares, that, whatever miftakes are
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ing againft it: and tho’ a difference in-
- opmion will herein be found with {everal
grqat” men who have wrote on this fub-
16&5 _.yet"'it is not intended to caﬁ‘any*f
reflexion on their ‘memories, or leflen
‘tha't‘ ef’tc_:ém \Which “their paft endeavours
:f?Or. their country’s good juitly intitles
l?hcn; t; but only to fet the fu bjeé{ in.
ﬂ.l?lt general light they feem not to have
- Viewed it in, and put it to thé'ﬁrongéﬁ.
- trial it is capable of,
- ‘P'ekrwhapisfv'kit‘m'ay TEem‘jﬂréngeﬁthat no:

- bounty thould be propofed as ameans
't,o»__re;ﬁ;o_vre trade ; but if a F ree-port will |
gaxn us 31‘1 th of'e,;z trades we are n~étU’rally
capable of, it will appear to be itfelf the

‘greatett bounty, and in endeavourin g to:

force nature; the expence is certain, but
- the fuccefs doubtful. = - o -
- Asan impartial fearch after truth was.
the author’s fole motive for‘-\Writing:upQ- .
“on this fubject; fo he defires the Reader
any thing but what appears to him as =~
fuch ;- and as an earneft of his fincerity i

~ to be affured that he has not publithed:

- proved

B
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grateful for the favour of better infor-
mation; and which he will not fail to

~ own, whenever this Effay thall be found
" to deférve another edition. 1f the 'fevei-‘ |
_ ral propofals here offéred for the.'?eﬁds_ |
fing of our trade, and therewith the value
' of our lands, fhall appear to be founded

on reafon and’ the mature of commerce,

he flatters Himfelf that there is virtae and

public fpirit enough left in the natiom to
~carry them into execution ;:w‘hich’,»-‘wh&

ther done or not, fignifies no more to’

him than to any other perfon whatever,

except the defire of a portion of that
heart-felt oy which thofc obtain, whofé
Tabours are bleffed with their country’s

'goo‘d; o

*“The Bookfeller defiring a fecond editi- -
on, the opportunity of  correcting the

miftakes in the firft, was a fufficient in-

ducement to comply with his requeft;
“as to, fuch errors which may ftill have
Sgiwenf ~ efcaped,

proved to be committed, no perfon fhall
be more willing to retract, or more
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efcaped; . the .formerpromife@ﬁaq!;nqyf

kdging is now renewed. .
- Confiderable alterations have happen-

- ed-;in;the\ﬁnanges,: by thé, late war; ,ad'_;f- |
ditional taxes and great deficiences.

- What. the true general produce will be,

a year or two of peace. cannot fhew ;
therefore the fame calculations are con-

~ tinued, as were in the former impreffion..

o ‘Qur;lateifnpe;riority at fea‘has‘fbgc'heck?

- ed the French, that, until they get their
Bands at liberty, our trade may feem to.

flourith for a li.ttle_'?,tinic : but increafed

 caufes mutt have increafed effects ; above -
- thirty. millions of new: debts, and- above-
- amillion of additional taxes, muft be:

4

 felt.. Time will thew whether fuck ads
vantages as might have been made by 5
“fea war, can on the prefent footing be:

maintained by the peace..
.- During a confined knowledge of trade,

- the clamours.of oppreflive taxes, over.. -
loading debrs, athreatning public-bank..

ruptey, will have weight, and: diftrefs.
every adminiftration. But if a general

S T knowledge. -

; i
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knowledge was obtained of: the; extex;;
five nature of a.Free-Trade;, tl%g n'}crc?. :
.of the Revenue with a llqulcl.atxon 0,'
the National Debt, would. (I think) ap-.

profperity ftop the .month; ‘,Of .gll 9gainf
Jayerso | pLoEons ] N

~pear extremely eafy; and a general .

THE




mEs i

g S

The means of riches. . 1b1d "
Muﬁ be .advantageous if free. 2

two nations. 3
N The Mint the Barometer of it in gmeml 1b1d s

W The [ymptoms of its decline in Britain. . - £

Our remedies applied to flop effeiis, not. re-/;

PART

preffive confequences. ~ibid.

. Orelgn Trade, ifs deﬁmtzm. page , -

g The Exchange the Bmfometer af it betwem any
‘- mofve mu[es, tberefore Wf““@f f“]‘ s By,

-; Of the Caufes of the Declme of aur Forergn o
. Trade. &
I Our prefent Taxes. Some af ‘wbzcb am Ll

. unequaly and all of them fmuglot with op-.

The Stamp-duty. . - . ibide =
" ’Tbe Pdea‘w-mx‘ SRR SRR CRIER
The Lcmd mx. L8
The Salt -20¥.. . e e o 10 |

P s R DO N

A R T

WY, AR
e



e ..

CONTENTS

- Exczfes and Land- taxes not equal metloods of

raifing [uppliess - - 16

‘Dutch Poll-tax examined. o 17
 The Cuftoms. , 20
. \An accompt jbewmg how Exczfes, Cuftoms,

and Salt-duties increafe the expences of the

- people, confequently Tuin our trade. 35 i
General amount of aur mxes eznd part af their |
_confequences. AT

H MOHOP(’heS' o f::" 46

~ Britain againfl its. atber damzmom.» 47
o Indm, South fea, omd Turkey Compames

1b1d

o Czt and Carpomtzm cban‘ers. o st gE i
l’robzbztzon af catﬁe, lmz‘ter, &c.' fram‘ ‘_

“ Treland. ’ 54

Value of our land at prq[em‘ but nommal, pro-- | .,

- wed. - 58

- Probibition of fifb zmpomd by Farezgners 59 &
. The Navigation-ati. 60 |
.Probzbztwn of expmfzng Wodllens f’"?”?,, I;c-
~land. L 63
ML Iil-judged Laws. 65 i
That give bauntzes on exparted corn, ﬁjb, cmd N

- Jigh o 68
- Relating to the poor. SRS
" That create high duties and pwaltze: RS 3
E Tlmz‘ fix the proportzon berween gold amd ﬁl*ver
L coins. . ~ibid.

mﬁcml ‘value of our gaods by mxes, &c 7 7’

.
¥

"sztuml adwnmges of Butam enamemti)dd -
.Fz‘ve prop”fczls 0ﬁi"6’d » coa 92 0

cline proved, by demonfirating them to be

-~ the caufes af z‘/ae jmugglmg of wool to
- France ST 80 ‘

P AR T H""

| Of the reafons why the decline of Forelgn |

Trade finks the value of land 82

\ :By Sinking the markets at bome.. - ibids
| ;By increafing the ﬂumber 0f ;wor to burden t/oe o

dand. 84

\By decreafing z‘be ﬂock of peaple 85
_L,By decrecyf ng our rzcbes. b ;bldy

P A R T m;"

| Of 1‘196’ Means to reﬁore the Forezgfz T mde of
._Bntam, conﬁzguenﬂy t/ae Valzte of its Landse

89;

| bz I Pro~

This prejudzces Trade, weakens tbe Ga‘vern- -
Vi ment, and impoverifbes the people. 1b1d .
IV, OurNatmnalDebt. 78
Makes us tributaries to Foreigners. 79

| T bat - thefe are the true Caufes of onr De-

R i R === SR




. Propofal. - To‘lay one tax on the Confumers
" f luxuries; take off all our other taxes, ex-
- cifes, and cufoms, and when z‘bozt 25 done,
to make afl our ports free. - page 93

L Tbe plom of a.tax. on t/ae Confumers of luxuries.

- ibid.

-,Tbe mez%od ofmj e g6

Objestion, agamft its bemg lzaéle to fmud .an-
- fwered. - 102

Remarks on the lzmeﬁts arifs ng by this pro-

pofal. 106
Wantsno clczufe of credzt. © e ibid.
Is voluntary. R 10y
Has no oppre[ 1om. 1ibid.

WVill reform the peaple. e g ~+ibid.,

:Has no trade-deftroying conﬁzquemes. . 109
- May fupply the prefent taxes. - ‘ibid,
. With repect to the Land-bholder. -~ 110
- With refpet to the Trader. | 116
- With vefpet to the Stock-bolder. 117

s produtiive of moere money than the prefent

- taxes. . 119
e ‘;%’zll Zeﬂén tbe expenee.s of tbe Governmeﬂt.
; o 120
mcreaﬁ: the Czwl lz/z‘ 1b1d‘ |

o be a politieal Barometer. 121

. increafe the intereft 0f a A'fmg/fer. ibid.

v inereafe Trade. T 1ag
o : P}"E‘veﬂf the fmz{gglzng of woal 126
i g\mn the berfmgﬂﬁﬁ;ery o 127 _ |
',mplay the paor. EEREE 128

Wil

- ) =0 «g‘\;mwﬁ,%yggk Ag w

France muf} increafe by m/emg oﬂ the duties
“on French goods, anfwered. -~ 165

'f@bjeﬁwm dn the Britifh Merchant agamﬁ a

| 172

dll our “taxes-and incumbrances remafved our.
z‘mde to France mujf &e bmeﬁcml, p7 oved.

- Free-trade with France, anfwered.

. -180
*-T lmt this ﬁwoars of F rench d f gm, 0bwzated. :
s;Brltam can gwe la‘ws Zzy ﬁm e |

.Render the French trade zmpmﬂzmble 189 |

E Tlae expeizces ina fea war czrculate back again..

~.d compleat eaf ing af our- - trade can put us

“above any fear of the French.

: .:Former balances from Germany cmd Holland

gome. 197

Canclzg/ Gon of tbe Remarks o tlazs ﬁ::/t artzcle. 3

186

e e e

e e L b i a2

g 9’» eSS

-~ dbid.
190 i .
0 200
ﬁé

CONTENTS. xvi é
.PVz'Zl increafe the flock of people. page 136 if% |
- increafe our viches. - - - 138 .

“increafe the value of onr lands. L 141 a
Jofhua Gee's objeltions agczmﬁ a Free-por¢ |
berey anfwered. S 143 -
\Oéjeﬁzon T bat it ﬁeems contrary to veafon to
take off the duties or probibitions on the i
- goods of any nation that will -not do the ‘
" fame by ours, anfwered. o 158
-Qbjection. * That the balance o gainft us with



|

1I. Propofal.. To abolifh all ‘ouf»monapolz'es,
unite Ireland, and put all our fellow fub-
]eﬁs on the j./,zme footing in trade. page 201

ZVzll mcreczﬁ: trade. ibids.

ruin all forezgn Eaﬁ India companies.

" 202

o ;Z’Bﬂ&_’ﬁt the woollen trade af Bntam ibid.

v leffen our taxes. - - - 205

. employ our poor.. | . 206
~ increafe the flock of people. o ibide
increafe our viches. - ibid.

increafe the value of our lands. =~ 207

| “tIII Propofal To withdraw  the bounties on

exparz‘ed corn, and to erefs public maga-

- zines of cornin e'aery cozmty. o+ 207
- Method propofed. o | 208
Wzl[ increafe trade. - 209

- employ our poors 211
mcreafe the frock of people. - ibid.

increafe our riches. © . 212

 increafe the value of our lands. - ibid.

Prevent the price of wheat from ever finking

o low as to ruin the farmer. 213

- 1V. Propofal. To difcourage zdlmeﬁ, éy well

. .regulating our poor. - . . - ibid,
" Method propofed. -~ ibide

s ?Vzlz increafe trade. 216
| _-employ our poor. 21y
mcmzﬁe the fock of people. a ibid. -

‘increafe our viches. | 219

zncreqﬁs the value of our lands. ibid.

o | Objeétxan,

Jubfift on charity only wzll be flarved, an-
Swered. page 21
V. Propofal. 70 pay 0_17" our debts by public

of our debts yearly, -
Method propofed. . : igizd?
Will increafe trade. - 222

employ our poor. : 20
increafe the flock of people. ibid,
increafe our riches. ibid.

increafe the Value of our lands.  ibid.

| Concluf on. That the giving trade the utmoft

~ freedoms and encouragements is the greateft

lands. 226

| CONTENTS“‘xixl )
Objeé’clon. That the poor being left to

- bonds, bearing intereft and Zzguzdaimg part

and moft [olid zmprovement of the value of

AN




Pt A S S S
et o s s -

il

A N

ESSA Y

ON THE

CAUSES of the DECLINE of the

ForREIGN TRADE.

Y HE Foreign Trade of Britain may be
-} defined to be, its Exports and Imports
| of commodities to and from other coun-

tries, with the navigation and intercourfe of -
- exchanges thereby caufed. »

The general Meafures of the Trade of
Europe at prefent are Gold and Silver, which, -

'tho’ they are fometimes commodities, yet are

the ultimate objeéts of Trade ; and the more

or lefs of thefe metals a nation retains, it is
denominated rich or poor.

Thofe nations that have no mines of gold
and filver, have no means to get them but by

foreign trade ; and according to the degree
~ of thofe metals they retain, the prices of their
commodities, the numbers of their people, and

A ‘therewith
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~ therewith the value of their lands, rife and
fall in proportion. |
 Therefore, if the exports of Britain exceed
its imports, foreigners muft pay us the balance
in treafure, and the nation grow rich. |
‘But if the imports of Britain exceed its ex-
ports, we muft pay foreigners the balance in
_ treafure, and the nation grow poor. .

The imports cannot exceeed the exports in'

any country where the trade is free, efpecially
if the country abounds with home commo-

-~ dities; beccaufe thefe, not being raifed to ar-
tificial prices by taxes, muit be fo cheap to

the inbabitants, that foreign commodities
- could not anfwer the charges of tranfporting
for the confumption of fuch a country, unlefs
~the people exported fo much of their beft
commodities, as to want, or content themf{elves

with a fupply of inferior ones from other na-

tions : o that the chief imports of a Free-port

Trade in a fruitful country, can’t be for the |

confumption of the people, until they make
room for them with advantage to themfelves;
* but muft be either materials to be manufaétu-
- red, which will afterwards be re-exported in
- goods- improved by the people’s labour at

leaft twice, it may be ten times their firft coft, -
increafing thereby a nation’s treafure in pro-

- portion; or elfe goods to lay up in ftore-
- houfes; for it being the intereft of merchants
~ to buy any commeodities that offer in cheap

- times
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times to fell again when the markets are ad-
vanced, part of fuch imports, tho’ they be
luxuries, as moft of our India goods are, and
purchafed with treafure, do become at fome
time or other advantageous exports; and,

“befides paying for whatis confumed "at home,

do bring in plenty of treafure, as was the cafe
of our Egft-India trade formerly: of which
Holland is at prefent an example. . Tho’ it af-
fords neither corn, naval ftores, nor materials
of manufacture to fubfift the eighth part of
its people 3 tho’ it confumes great quantities

- of French wines and brandies; yet, becaufe

its trade is almoft free, its merchants bring the

- balance in its favour with almoft all countries.

- The Barometer of Trade between any two 'x
nations is the Courfe of the Exchange,f the
nation over-balanced having always its money
undervalued. . .
‘The Barometer of - the general Trade of a
nation is its'Mint ; if plenty of treafure is

- brought in, and little carried out, part of it
- will be continually coining, and much new

money will appear ; the certain fymptom of a
flourithing trade. AR R

But if much treafure be brought in, yet
more be carried out, the Mint mutt lie idle, -
little new money will appear; the fure fignof - "’
a decaying trade. - -

That the Foreign Trade of Britain declines,

will appear by the following fymptoms.
T A,

2 : ‘The'
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. Themany petitions to Parliament complain-

ing of the decay of the woollen manufacture. -

The ftarving condition the poor are redu-

ced to in the clothing countries.
- The low price of wool. |
. Thelong credit Shop-keepers take.

 The great numbers of bankrupts, .
The Exchange being againft us this Fes. 3.
{1 1740, to places where formerly it was for us,

viz. Hamburgh, Holland, Ven ce, and Genoa,
- The Exchange being more againft us with

France, than in the times of open trade, tho’

: _ its goods are loaded with fuch high duties as

-amount almott to a prohibition. - -
The Exchange being lefs for us with Poy.

|~ tugalthan it was during Queen Aun’s war, tho’

The great exportation of Bullion. .
The Mints lying idle, little or no new
coin appearing,

we had troops and fubfidies to pay there.

' The prefent fearcity of money, efpecially a
ilver, SRR

The great arrears of rent the Tenants are

_in all over England, which the Landlordseve-

ry where complain of. | -

_ The great numbers of farms thrown upon
the Landlords hands. e
. The vaft increafe of the Poor’s Rates,

 Thefe fymptoms of the decline of our Fo.
| reign Trade being fo very plain, the caufes
| are the things to be found out, and then the

- remedy
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Decline of tbe» Forez'gﬂz" Trade. = 5

remedy may be eafy. It is a maxim in

ilofophy, Take away the caufe, and they R
Efl}%}; \Eiﬁr,ceafe; ‘but vyvc have troubled our
“heads fo little of late days with this good
~ maxim, that our remedies of high taxes, pro-
hibitions, and penal laws, have been applied

to ftop effetts, while the caufes have never
been thought on; and fince they have not
had any fuccefs, or ever can in our prefent

_circumitances, and would appear needlefs were

the caufes underftood and ‘remOVed : I fhalk |
attempt to fhew what are, - ' .

- L The caufes of the decline of our fotgi’gfn

trade. - .

1L The reafons why the decline of foréigﬂ‘

trade finks the value of lands.: TR,
1I. Offer fome means Atiok.«r(;ﬁorﬁ both'- |
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L Trade will appear to be, |
I. Our prefent taxes, fome of which are
unequal, and all of them fraught with oppref-
five confequences. = - o
~II. Monopolies, whereby the many are op-
prefled for the gain of a few., =~

F THE caufes of the decline of our F oreign

1L 1judged Taws,

L Our prefent taxes, confifting of 1, the
- ftamp-duties ; 24Jy, the window-tax ; 34y,
the coal-tax ; 414ly, the land-tax ; 5tbly, the
falt-duty ; 62y, the excifes on fope, candles,
 leather, &c. 74hly and laftly, the cuftoms; the

- Firft, the Stamp-duty.

- This feems to be a hardthip on the opprclif-'

fed; for if knaves defraud honeft people of
‘their property, thefe laft are deterred from

[ endeavouring to recover it by this exceflive

tax on law, and a poor man f{uing for 20/,

i{ - pays the fame ftamp-duties as a rich man wha
| fuesfor 20,000/;

which greatly prevents the
- poor, and oftentimes  the rich from recover-
(| ing their juft rights, - |

fequences of which I fhall en-
| deavour to thew. ‘ | o

-< Perhaps

ADeclz’rze‘ of the Foreign T; 7;'4de. 7 .

~Perhaps the ftamps on bonds, deeds €.

~ at a very moderate rate, may be neceflary to
~prevent forgeries; and thofe on cards and

dice tend to difcourage gaming :  but on law-

proceedings the ftamp-duty is certainly a great

~ grievance.

~Secondly, the Window-tax.

This is an old tax new-modelled, with what

“equality is to be confidered : therates are ac-
quality .

cording to the numbers of 'windows; but
thefe are no juft foundations for taxing. Me-

&e. may have as many windows as a Noble.

- chanics  work-houfes, inns, - lodging-houfes,

man’s feat, and the poffeflors pay equal fums .
upon very uncqual fortunes : fome old houfes

unequal, let the fortunes be what they will.
Ag in, the idle may fhut out the light, the

‘the Jtalion tafte but few ; here the fums are

indaftrious can’t work without;  the former :

favour, and the latter tax themfelves ; * for

what? for working.  Well may we pray,

Lighten our darknefs.
7 birdly, the Coal-tax. -

" Gee on trade, in page 103, \fays,_ “*Th:at' S

*“ coals brought to London pay about 10 5. per

| ‘¢ chaldron du_ty.’ “Litto, Waterfborn>" to

¢ other parts of the ‘kin~gdom,i_5~s,.-~ - Dittey

¢ Exported to foreigners, 3 5.7

This favours foreigners more than ourown

people, moie efpecially the inhabitants of

London

- .
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R T ’ . § of this tax, which is generally two years, is
London and its neighbourhood, who pay about : - a great difadvantage; in times of fafety, cre-
7 §- more duty per chaldron than foreigners i ates annual expenfive loans; but in times of
fo that we hereby encourage them’to under- 1} the greateft danger, leaves us quite in diftrefs:
i work the Londoners more immediately in iron- ¢|  ’Tis the higheft impropriety to call that the
1 wares, and fomething likewife in all manu-

aid of the prefent year which is to be paidin
the two next enfuing. This tax has befides
§ been attended with a very bad confequence
1 to the nation, in having made a diftin&ion

factures where Coals are ufed. A tax on a
commodity of fuch general ufe to the poor as
well as the rich, muft, like our Excifes, add

23 e O

to the dearnefs of the poor’s living, raife the
" wages of their labour, and the price of ma-
nufactured goods, which likewife infenfibly

~ affe@®s the rich: but who can exprefs the

hardfhips and miferies of the poor, when hard
~ winters (fuch as that in Fanuary 1739-40)
raife the price of coals exceflively, and yet a

heavy tax on them ftill adding te the oppref-

fion ? SRR ST EER S
- Fourtbly, the Land-tax. B
- This being now at 4s. in the pound, is
paid by fome to the full, but by many not to:
above 2 5. in the pound, and that without
“any reafon, but becaufe the eftates happen to

" be in different Counties which were vari-
oufly affeted to a new King when the prefent

~ affeffiment was made ; - ‘whereby fome mem-
bers of the community being ever fince put
undefervedly in a worfe condition than others,

- are a dead weight againft even our moft ne- ;
ceffary enlarged expences; wrong policy,

~ that increafes diffenfion always in times pf
difficulty, The tedioufnefs of the coming n}

k  where there is no difference, viz. of Landed

and Trading Interefts.  Country Gentlemen,
finding the Land-Tax a heavy burden on them,

~ thought to eafe themfelves by loading the
i Trader, whom they looked upon with a jea- -

lous eye, thinking his fituation eaficr, where-

. by. that trade which had raifed ‘the value of :
|  their eftates, and which only could fupport

the increafed value, being deprived of their
protection,- and cramp’d with duties without
mercy on all occafions, has indeed been

brought fufficiently low, and is bringing down

with it the rents of their lands ; and they
may fee the fatal error when it is perhaps too
late, trade being like a coy-dame, difficult to
be brought back when flighted.
Mr. Locke, in his Confiderations of the confe-
quences of the lowering of intereft, and. raifing
the value of money, page 86. aflerts it to be
an undoubted truth, ¢ That he (7.¢. the land-
“ holder) is more concerned in Trade,
¢ and ought to take a greater care that it be
T « well
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< el managed than even the merchant -

¢¢ himfelf ; - for he will certainly find, that
¢ when a decay has carried away one part of
¢ our money out of the kingdom, and the

< other kept in the merchants or tradefmen’s
44

¢ little arts of ﬂnftmg property among our-

¢ felves, will bring it back to him again ;
¢ but his rents will fall, and his income every
¢ day leflen, till general induftry and fruga-
¢ lity, Jomed to a well-ordered trade, fhall

¢ reftore to the kmgdom the riches and

“ wealth it had formerly.”

szz‘bZ ly, the  Salt-tax. | :
- This is colleted with the greateﬁ: expence
~of any, in proportion to its amount, confe-

- quently is more grievous to the lebJe& and -

- lefs beneficial to the Government : isattend-

ed with more pernicious confequences than
- any fingle tax ; for it has an univerfal influ-
~ence on all mmufaé’cures, by laying great
hardfhips on' the working poor, whofe chief
food is bacon and falted flefh, and who inmany
_places, are forced to lay in a ftock of falted
provifions for the winter : the fame with re-
fpe& to the farmers all over the kingdom :

is prejudicial alfo to our navigation, by in-

- hancing the expence of viGtualling of thips,
which raifes the freights on Englifb bottoms, to
the great advantage of foreigners ; or forcesthe
: merchant to Vxétua.l abroad to. the great -da-

mage.

m-:a ‘&wﬁ e by e B

- hands, that no laws he can make, nor any -

N4
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- iage of our lands : prevents even the very
improvement of our lands; falt being the beft
manure, and, on account of its eafy carriage,

the cheapeft. = But the greateft prejudice of

all is, its preventing the improvement of our

Herring-fifhery, that great nurfery of Seamen,
by enhancing its expences, to the great profit

- of the Dutch : for tho’ we allow a bounty on
- exported fith, yet the home-confumption,
which would be a vaft help to promote the
- fithery, being taxed, has made the trade lan.
guifh, and little is done either for the homeor
foreign demand : and notwithftanding. that -
this article of cured herrings is fo neceflary
for the fupport of the working poor, yet-are

they loaded with fo heavy a duty, as makes

them too chargeable a morfel for the poor;to.

encourage the fithery. .
‘The States-General, in their pr oclamanon,

dated at the Hague 1 9th Fuly, 1624, call the
» great fithing' and catching herrings, ¢ The
- ¢¢ chiefeft trade, antl principal gold mine of

the united provinces, whereby many thou-

¢ fands of houﬁlolds, families, handicrafts,

«
(73

the failing and navigation, as well within

as without thefe countrles, is kept in great
“ eftimation.”

LT3

- Should fo beneficial a trade that well main-
tams hand:crafts, trades, &, and keeps in-
R ' great

trades and occupations, are fet on work,
well maintained, and profper 5 efpeelally.:

R

T




1 thall confider them no otherwife than as
- taxes on commodities, but attempt to fhew
the augmentative faculty of all fuch taxes, and

i UV S

v By o she Gufs of it

~great eftimation a navigation, fhould fuch
a trade*as this, I fay, be obftruced for the

fake of a paltry tax, that produces but about
150,000 L per annum neat to the government:

- Have we loft all our fenfes, and fhall we leave

the Dutch unrivall’d for ever in a trade, which
they declare to be a principal gold mine, and

- yet is the negletted produét of our own Coafts?

- Sixntbly, the Excifes, \
- Tho’ the Excifes on fope, candles, leather, £5c.

by their manner of raifing, are fo'difagree-
- ableto the nation in general, that any inve&ive

againft them at this time would be needlefs,
having been fo largely treated on already by
our greateft political authors: And as the in-
tent of this Effay is only to fet things in that -
fingle point of view which relates to trade

5

the great prejudice they do to trade; for what-
ever raifes the neceffaries of life, raifes labour,
and of courfe the price of every thing that is

- produced by labour. And it will be made ap-- |
© pear hereafter by a calculation of the op-

preflive confequences of the Excifes,” e,
that they almoft treble themfelves to the
people for what they raife to the Government ;
and it is to be feared it would appear much’
more, -if we could go to the bottom of the

oppreflion’; - for if it be confidered that

~ tradefmen -

P RGERN RS 0L
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ahay

Amidft fo many trading mo-

‘;Deciiz';ge of the -Fokez'giz Trade. 13

~Tradefmen in a country, by their mutua{l'.de-

- pendence on each other, are-like wheels in a -
~machine, in which, if one is touched, the others
~are aftected.. 0.
~vers, to what degree the oppreflion is increafed

is impoflible to know 5 nor muft we be ftart-

led at the largenefs of fuch calculations as be-

ing too great for us to pay-; for-being cir-

~culated chiefly among ourfelves, and going
out by dribblets; we hardly perceive them ; -

but yet are furprifed to find wages and necef-

faries grow dearer and dearer, becaufe few ufe

themfelves to confider the -i«mmen;ﬁ‘ty of {uch

~ collected advances in fmall fums; but if \we

compare the difference of the prices of necef-

- faries between Englend and France, we {hall
~#ind that difference plainly accounting for the
~vaft amount of the confequencesof our taxes;
“nor can it be a trifle that makes fuch a fruit-
ful country as England is, fo dear, and its
- trade decline fo faft ; for our werking people
- being forced to purchafe the neceflaries of life -
dear, muft work dear to live, until their
- willing working hands are quite tied up by
~_Foreigners, wholive lefs taxed, and of courle
- work cheaper, fo that they muft and do un-
~derfell us at all markets for manufactured
goeds, where they come in competition with

us, and in time muft ftop all fuch €Xports.

neft man converfant in trade, whether it does
) - - B \ - .not

~And I appeal to the experience of every ho--

st
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not decline year after year, more efpecially

“our woollen trade, which has been eftimated
“to be-as neceflary to us'asbread is to the life
~of man; for ourdearer goods muft lie unfold,

or be fold with lofs, which muft ftop or break

“our merchants ; they our clothiers and wea-
~vers; thele laft their journeymen, whe muft

cither ftarve, turn beggars, thieves, or fly

“to our enemies,* and help them to ruin us the
fafter ; 'which has happened too much of late
~years. Opprefs trade, and the generality of
- the common people become miferable “and
“burdenfom to ‘the rich ; every little acci-
“dental flackening -of Trade increafes that
~wretched ‘number, as'the following cafe will
~fully illoftrate. T
-~ A poor man, either by hard weather, the -
“dead time of the year in his particular trade,
. (for all trades have fuch ‘times) ficknefs, or -
“various other 'accidents, cannot ‘work ; but
~ having faved ten'good thillings, is determi-
- ned to allow himfelf only bare neceffaries,
“which, if untaxed, might coft about 4 4. per
“day ; his money then will hold out thirty
- But if neceffaries are advanced by the con-
- fequences of our taxes' 2d. per day on his
- confumption, in that cafe 64. per dayis only
-equal'to the above 4 4. for his maintenance,
' and he can then hold out but twenty days,
‘and is forced the eatlier by ten days (in
SO L - which

e e S
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which poflibly he might get employment) to.
ftarve, beg, or fteal. o |

- Abfolute {tarving, we muft hope, feldom
or never happens amongit fo humane a people
as the Englyh.; but want of  neceffaries may
fo impair a poor man’s health, that he may:
never recover it; and then an ufeful fubjeét,:
part of the riches of the nation, isloft. =~

- Begging. but ten days, learns the poor,

- man an idle way of life, that few ever get rid.
of ; and then, inftead of an ufeful fubje@, he
~becomes a burdenfom, and oftentimes a vil..

lainous ene.. -~ . R o
Stealing, whereby he-becomes the bane of.

focicty; and; not.contented with injuring his:

- neighbour in his. property, is prompted fome-

‘times-to take away his life; and in both cafes
expofes himfelf to be cut off. by. the hand of

juftice.. Every way a lofs to the nation. .-

- Inall;thefe cafes, the poor man, may have

a large family. of children, adding. mifery to
mifery. |

Encourage-but’ t,ﬁréd@-,“by knockin g[oﬂC one -

of thofe fetters, its Ewcife, and  the children-
of the poer will be trained up to labour, be-

come ufeful induftrious fubjects, live com-
fortably as Journeymen, or perhaps, as. Ma-

fters, and contribute their affiftance. to add;

‘more power. to the nation, and help to eafe

the Rich of their taxes ; for the greater npm-
ber, of individuals there are in a country
S | B2 ;

capable:

skl Ao L s,

&
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capable of paying, the lefs the tax will be on
each of them if equally laid. It is the in-
tereft of the Rich to Iet the Poor be able to
get money for their afliftance; for by pre-
- venting them, they bring the greater weight
on their own' fhoulders; for thefe oppreft

fions do not ftop with the Poor, but extend:

like a plague to the Rich and the Noble;
~ whofe fortunes infenfibly moulder away by

them ; are the chief caufes of the prefent de~
clining condition of their tenants, that great
increale of the Poor’s tax the nation now la-

bours -und_ei"‘,'which in fome places has lately-
been at above 8 5. in the pound, and, muit by

degrees inevitably finkj ‘the ‘value of ;{theiri

eftates, until one ruin inVOVI'f\‘feS’a;Hi. N
 Several Authors have thought Excifes and

~ Eand-taxes vo be the moft equal methods of ~
raifing fupplies ; but, if ftriétly attended to,

they will appear far otherwife ; any thing

“pofitive and inveluntary cannot avoid" op-'

preflion, which humanity fhould always
make the firft confideration in raifing money
- from the people, and good policy-the fecond,
in order to prevent evafion and fraud, the
~ children of oppreffion. R Tt

A working Bachelor pays the Excife, &, |}

on his'own fhoes only. |

A working Married-man does the fame

for‘hi_mfelff; the fame for his Wife, the fame

for

Daughters ; twelve in family. o
A landed Bachelor of 1000 /. per annum,
- when the Land-tax is at 2 5. pays 100 L. =
A landed Married-man of the fame eftate
does thefame, having a wife and ten children.
~Will any one fay in thefe cafes, that the
Excife on Léather, and the ‘Land-tax, are
equal taxations? in the firft cafe, is not the
oppreflion increafed. twelve articles to one s
-and in- the fecond,  at leaft four to one ? for
- the landed Married-man, with fuch a family,
~cannot, fhould not live,linorerc,omfo,rtﬁably. on
“his whole eftate, than the Bachelor: can do on
~the quarter.of his; and how are. the landed:
Gentlemen: that are ‘married, opprefled, who -
are now in both cafes? R A
And here it may not be improper to ex
amine the inconveniencies of a Pol-tax, fuch
as the States of Holland iffued an ordonnance,
on the 28th of March, 1742, for cftablifh-

for his five Sons, the fame for his five

~ing: in the preamble to which it.is faid,

¢ That the fafety of the country, and its-

¢ inhabitants, requiring a greatér number-
¢ of troops to be kept up than-ordinary,
¢ their Noble and High Mightineffes have

«* been obliged to fearch for the moft proper
¢ means to provide for the expences of that
. angmentation, and. they.have not: found
;. 2y more fitting than the eftablifhinent of

" @ poll-tax, proporrioned to theabilities of |
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« every one. ‘The firft claft is of thofe WhOr
¢ earn, {pend, or poffcfs an income of

Dedme of .the Foreign. Tr}zdé’».* 19

have one to {pare, and no more from another
who can fpare fixty ; ; and yet this is not the
worft view this tax is capable of being put

600 Florms, ;,O“t of whxch they ﬂ1all pay 6 Florms i3 fOl, fuppo fe the Bachelor’s 600 floring in-

SR T T T — ) - ; . R AN, £ T O o e
T T Ty - I o y o : = e R T

i Y ]1));’1::: Ifgi‘t’g’“s ﬁ;g}f{;m 9/3 ]I;]lct):(l)n.‘s: ‘come to arife from the intereft of his ftocks
| 111 yoooDitto 15 Ditto - 5000.Ditto 120 Ditto - in Holland or Ergland ‘and the married man’s
i ~ 1zo0 Ditto. - 18 Ditto. - 6ooo g“to 140 ]Igm(’ by his labour ; here is a farther fhocking
- 1500 Ditto .. 25 Ditto .- 7000 Ditto - 160 Ditto b mduﬁr and 1dle,
2000 Ditto 32z Ditto 8coo Ditto 180 Ditto plece of 1n:]uﬁlcfi], ‘?herefy o y :

. 2500 Ditto 40 Ditto  gooo Ditto 200 Ditto nefs are puton thc iame ooting
- gooo Ditto " 5o Ditto - 10000 Ditto' - 250 Ditto codly, It mjwes z%zde, confegumﬂy zmpwe~

< 3500 Ditto. - 60 Ditto 12000 Dltto 300 Ditto rg//?t?-f a country. :

¢ and fo on, increafing on the foot of 50

¢ florins, for every 2000 florins income.”

By raifing the prices of labour and goods 5
for a man- who earns by his trade 600 florins

A, 4 e T e e
R e e 23

a-year, and whofe numerous family confumes
the whole, if fix florins are exacted from him,"
he muft raife them by advancing the prices
of hrs labour ‘or ‘his goods § elfe he eannot
live ; and the dearer goods grow, the lefs

vendlble they are, confequently the lefs trade

- ‘ | ~With due refpect to their Noble and High
- nghtmeﬂ'es 1 thall beg leave to- repeat what
I have jult before afferted, wiz. that any
thing pofitive and 1nv01untary cannot avoid
-oppreflion, ¢, and add a few rema1ks on thls o
- Poll-tax to fupport that affertion. "
ft, Iris m@egua/ fonfeguem*ly zm]uﬂ omd
3 opprww.; L |
- By this tax a Mamed man of" 600 ﬂorms
income with fix, eight or ten chlldren, whofé
' family is fo numerous-that his income is fcarce
.+ {ufficient to maintain them, dnd who -at the
. ~year’s end "has hardly one florin left, is to
.~ paythe fame as' a Bachelor who hath only
himfelf ‘to ‘maintain, and perhaps lays up
fixty florins a-year: what injuftice and op-
‘ preffion is here ! Six florins are exacted from
. one man, who has not convement]y, cannot
R R have
.
;

his expences, and at the fame time leffens his
income; if this is not oppreiﬁon, I know not -
What Ise o
| All taxes on- nece4Tanes or trade do the
fame. . N
~3dl y, ]'zf tends to corrupt z‘be Hanners of z/ae, ,_
peop/e confeguently to make ﬂacm mmuimom cznd‘
lefs governable. - | R e
For being to pay in proportmn to What
they earn, fpend, or poflefs, .the juft valué
. Whereof is impoffible to be known but by
themfeives,

T
e

e

this man will have ; fo that this tax ‘increafes
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- piqued: at paying more than his neighbours,.

- men becomes frequently violated, is | defpifed,

- asadike to keep out the torrent of vice, if
once athorough breach. is made, a delnge of
- are drowned: and the more vicious. men;

- grow, the readier they are o oppofe au-
‘thority. T |

. goods coming in or going outof a country.

‘which is comparatively our cafe now.

B U2 e S

themfelves, and to force them. to. a declarg-"
tion, an oath is always impofed, whicl
makes a ftruggle between intereft and con-.
{cience; an extreme wife law, whereby an
honeft man is put on a worfe footing than a -
perjured knave: he that forfwears himfelf, |
pays lefs than his due and faves his money ;.
but he that is confcientious, pays to the full;
which - latter fufpeting others. to-evade,. is

and wonders why afalfe oath fhould not fit
as eafy on him as on fo many others; where--
by the moft folemn: pledge of truth among

difregarded, and intereft rides triumphant
over confcience; which latter being to men

iniquity enfues, whereby all good principles

 Sevensbly, and lgfy, The Cuffoms,
- Cuftoms are duties collected in Sea-port
or Frontier-towns, by authority of State, on-

- All authorsagree that low cuftoms are one

of the caufes of the great trade of Holland.
If low cuftoms caufe great trade, it fol-

lows that high cuftoms caufe little trade

S O N T
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If the lower the cuftoms the greater the

trade, no cuftoms or Free-ports muft carry.

trade to its utmoft height 3 which cafe might
be ours. o R

If low cuftoms have fuch good effects in
Holland, which hath the moft natural dif-

advantages of any country ; a Free-port muft-

have the greateft and beft effet in Britain,
whofe natural advantages are beyond thofe
of any country in Europe, as will be proved:

hereafter. '~ :

- That the above obfervations: are founded:

in truth will" appear, by,ﬂlewing how cu=

. froms, efpecially high enes, obﬁm&;hg t;'ade.. .

of thefe nations. = ‘

© Firlt, Theyprevent our country’s being an: Utiis

A1

verfal Storeboufe. T S
- Becaufe our duties being {o great an ad-

ditional difburfement to the firft coft of the
goods, no merchant will let fo much of his .
capital lic dead for duties here, when he can:
‘have it all circulating in commodities ‘in" o-

ther countries 5 nor can fuch goods be re-ex-.
ported, becaufe the officers fees in and out,

which always remain, and the intereft of the
money lying dead- fer duties paid (tho’ they -
be moftly drawn back) are fo great a charge;
(the natural intereft of money being much
higher with us than in Holland) that the:
- goads cannot come near fo cheap from us to-
‘any foreign market, as from a Free-port

- where
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o charge of commiflion on-that advanced price,

- _t;h‘ﬁeir;[meney( for. the draw-back. 5 befides, -
“the ftri&t rule of declaring goods- at the-Cu--

tranfaction: of trade, and. thereby prevents
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. there prohibited, which deprives us of feve--

 tied on fromsHollandy ov F ree-ports, - to:the.
- great advantage of foreigners, -

labeur muft:be: dear;- alfo the- provifion and

- other countries: give,.

where nothing is paid in or out ;. therefore-
they prevent our country’s. having 1.:he beﬁ:
choice of goods at the cheapeft prices, to:
tempt our cuftomers: the great dUL;ICS;On:_{
India - goods . difcourage - foreigners. ‘bt.lym g
at our fales, who pay; an extraordinary;

and. are forced to lie fome months out of:

Jtom-boyfe, makes public to every one each
thipping for foreign ports. fuch-goods as are-

ral beneficial branches of trade that.are, car-.

Secondly, They prevent the increafe. of ours
- By enhancing the egp’emegagﬁbm}dm g ands
navigating our fhips. ' T

Beards, . hemp, flax,, fai;tl-..vclotﬂh‘; and 1r0n,

paying duties,. thofe materials-muft be- dear,,

and feveral neceffuries of life paying fome cu--
ftoms - (and fome excifes) - the Ship-builders.

ﬁbr@sgput on beard:the thips,

. The Englfb Sailor paying; on his: own and

family’s neceffaries, cuftoms, (and-excifes)
‘muft have, and hath higher.wages: than:moit.

Sa:
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'So that a Britifb veflel buile and rigged

“with dear materials, by dear labour, fupplied
with dear ftores,” and navi gated by Sailors
‘at dear wages, muft have dear freights, bring
in- all foreign neceflaries and materials ' for-
‘manufacture dear, and carry out all our own
‘produéts and manufactures dear to foreign
‘markets, much to -the difadvantage of their
fale. T RIS
This thews the reafon why we could never
crival the Dutch, Hamburghers, ¢, in the
- Greenland trade, the navigation of the Baltick,
~or the Herring-fithery, which being ‘trades
«carried on for fmall profits, our dear naviga-
tion effectually excludes us from making any
increafe thofe ways, = S
By not having an univerfal Store-houfe,
our thips, like empty houfes, lie by idle in our
‘harbours, waiting months for freights, the
Jintereft-of the ‘money they coft eating out

their profits; or elfe are obliged to lofe their

‘time, and be at great expences in going from
one port to another to endeavour to get a
: CargO. i . o ' ’ R o ‘

~ Thirdly, They ;pre‘fveﬁt the i

.

sand

nereafe-of Sailors,
“the true firength of this Nation. =~
~ This is a confequence of the two laft re-
~marks ; for no trade breeds fo many or {o
- good Sailors as the Free-port and Carrying- -
 trades, “the' employment” being: the greateft,

T R S i
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- and the experience the largeft, as the voy-
ages are the moft various and extenfive ; for
’tis no lefs than the trade of the wholée world.
~ As cuftoms are inconfiftent with fuch a |

- trade, of ‘courfe they debar us of that increafe
~of Sailors which muft be neceflary to carry it
‘on, and 'who would protect us from, or carry
vengeance to thofe enemies that darft infulc

- The cuftoms upon foreign f: alt, 2 commodi-
ty fo neceflary to our fithery, is likewife a

- ‘great prevention to the increafe of Sailors ;-

- the numbers employed in Holland by their

_fithery are  prodigious, I fear ours bear no
comparifon.. -~

~ The Britifb Sailor being forced by cuftoms
and excifes to live dear, muft have dear

wages, which excludes him from employ-

. ment ‘wherever foreigners can be legally

- had, to the great difcouragement of - our
~ Sailors, and prevents their increafe.

~All this is not only deftructive to our

- riches, but alfo to our fecurity, it being dithi-
cult'in time of war to man our Navy, not fg

~impropetly called our Floating: Caftles, and ||
~occafions that hard cuftom of Prefling, which
- puts a free-born Britifh Sailor on the footing i
of a Turkifb Slave: the Grand Signior can-
not do a more abfolute act, than to order a.
* man to be dragged away from his family, and
" againft his will run his head before the
o | - - mouth

Decline of the Foreign Trade.. 25
mouth of a cannon j and'if fuch a&s fhould
be frequent in Turkey upon any one fet of
ufeful men, would it not drive them away to
other countries, and thin their numbers year- |
ly . and would not the remaining tew double
or treble their wages? which is the cafe of
our Sailors in time of war, to the great des
triment of our trade and manufactures...

Fourthly, They leffen the capitals of our Mer-
chants. o o o

By keeping a great part of their ftocks by
them idle, to pay the duties of the goods they ..
import ; which s, in effet, making them not
only “advance their money for the fervice of
the State, but -likewife run the rifk 'in the
credit they give of ever being reimburfed,
and is diverting a {tream of richesthat fhould
water trade ; for it often happens that when.
our: merchants are. thort of - cafhy and they
have both cuftoms and manufactures to pay,
fo much money goes for the firft, that no-

circulation of difappointments feldom known-
in Holland on :that account 3 and the Dutch

_ merchants can carry on the fame trade with

much lefs ftock  than ours, fell cheaper, ex- -

~tend their commerce farther; and of courfe.

giyc,better encouragement to their working-.
people, whereby they caufe them to be more
induftrious than ourse « .0 oo

. C  The
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The following cafe will fhew the dlfﬁcul»
ties and dlfcomagements our Merchants la-
bour under more than the Dutch our great

~rivals in trade.
‘Suppofe a merchant in- Rotem’am to ﬂup

corn for Bourdeaux, and the neat. produce to
‘amount to the value of 2000/ fcerlmg 5o if

he orders ‘it to be: invefted in wines, and
thipped for Holland, he will not pay for duties

ol
i Suppofe amerchant in London to- ﬂnp corn
for Oporto, and the neat produce to amount
to the value of 20007/ fterling ;. if he orders
it to be invefted in - wines, and fhipped for.
England he will pay for duties above 2000 /.
‘Therefore the Dutch merchant’s prime coft
and duties of his cargo will be, - L.2040
The Englifhy Ditto, ' 4000

1960 1. of the Englifb. merchant’s difburfe

more than ‘the Dutch merchant’s in the.a-
mount -of the duties, is imprifoned until the

“people he trufts pay him, which may be a
year or a year and a half 5 whereas if the
Dutch merchant’s: cap1tal be equal, he has

had 1960 /. to employ in ‘buying up goods te.
freight another adventure, may be of wools:
lens, giving quick employment to the navi-
gatmn and manufactures of his country.
Suppofe the retailers they truft break a-
bout xhe year s end and make a compofition
it R amounting

e g R S e A B NP
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amounting to 25 per cent. on the pnme coﬁ:
and duties of the wines: =

The Dutch merchant’s lofs W111 be, L 1 5 30

The Englifb, Ditto, . - - 13000

~This alfo makes our merchants 11{k n
trade greater, and the1r 1oﬂ'es hea\uer than in
Ha[/and : «
Fifthly, They emoumge and farce tibe con-
fumpmn of foreign fuperfluities. T
- The dearer outlandith luxuries: are, the
more are they efteemed by our people of
tafte : ’tis the expence that makes the ele-
gancy ; therefore duties on them only further

their fale 5 as Mr. Locke clearly proves in his

Conf demz‘zam, &Fe. pgg. “ For it being va-
“ nity, not ufe, that makes the expenﬁvc

&« fathions of your people, the emulation is,

¢¢ who fhall have the fineft, that is, the dear-
s eft thmgs, not the moﬁ convenient -or
¢ ufeful ? How many things do we value and

- % buy, becaufe they come at dear rates from

¢ Fapan and China, which, if they were our
“ own manufaGure or produ&t to be had-
¢ common, and for a little money, would
¢ be contemned and neglected? Have not
“ feveral of ourown commodnms, offered to-
< fale at reafonable rates, been defpifed, and:
¢ the very fame eagerly bought and bragged.
“ of when fold for French at a double price?

¢ You muft not therefore think that the rai~

¢ ﬁng thelr price will ‘leflon the wvent. of
‘. C 2 | faﬂuonab}ej

Dectine of the Foreign Trade. 27
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28 Effay on the Caufes of the
~ « fafhionable foreign commodities: amongfk
X1
¢ chafe them, but rather increafe it.”

- But befides encouraging, our cuftoms force
the confumption here of moft foreign fuper-
- fluities that are imported : for tho’ the duties
“be moftly drawn back on fome articles, yet

the intereit of the money lying dead for du-

 tiesand fees in. and out, hinder in fome de-

gree ~their  re: exportatmn, and in many ar-
“ticles the duties-are only in part drawn back;
{o that what remains-is fuch an additional
‘load, as prevents fuch goods being faleable at
‘any other ‘market, confequently forces us to
confume all fuch fuperﬂ@atles. This makes a
people luxurious, who can do nothing with
foreign - fuperfluities but  riot and indulge;

- whereas the Dutch having the obje& of gain
~ always before their eyes, by the advance of

foreign markets for thofe {uperfluities they

have in their Store-houfes, are checked from

“indulging in what appears to them common,
and of no great value for the prefent, but
may be attended with great profit hereafter ;
which accounts. for the Dutch frugahty, fo
Ju[’cly celebrated by all authors. L
It 'is the exceflive confumption, not the
. trade of foreign fuperfluities that’ fhould be
| dlfcouraged ‘and which is beft done by tax-
ing the comfumers, letting the goods as ob-
‘ JeOcs of trade go qultc free whereas our high
TR - duties

you, {o long as men have any way:to pur-

 Decline of the Foreign Trade. 2

dutu:-:s on them do juft the reverfe; forthey.

encourage the confumption and def’croy the

trade., to the immenf{e lofs of the nation.,
Sixthly, They encourage fmuggling. .

Where the avoiding high cuftoms makes

the proﬁt great, no rifk, no danger can pre-

vent men’s attempting it; it is throwmg out

a'bait to'a gxeedy fifh, he will {nap at it tho’
ruin enfues. ~ This prejudices and difcourages

the Fair Trader, either tempts, or forces him

to turn Smuggler, and affociate himfelf with

thofe many examples of depravity we have at

this time among our people,’ living in a ftate

- of war with the Government, in defiance of

laws ; whereby an . univerfal corruption  of
manners and contempt: of authorlty ‘muft en-
fue, if not early prevented: befides, it being

chiefly the articles of luxury that are {mug-
gled, as brandy, tea, French wines, lacesy filks,
&¢. it fpreads their. confumptmn among 'the .
lower clafs of people, who are tempted to-imi-
tate at alefs expence the luxuries of ' their
fuperiors; and the fame - ‘Smugglers that .
~bring us thefe fuperflnities, carry off vaft:
‘quantities of raw wool, to the great prejudtce :
‘of ‘our manufaé’cures, and’ the natxon in gene- :

. ral

Seventhly, T Jaey mm mnufaﬁures, more e

fpecml{y the woollen.

Cuftoms prevent the bértermg away our.‘“"'
manufaé’cures for foreign goods, not-onlyfor -
e Ci3z - oour

5 e
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our own confumption, but alfo for exportati-
on, which might enlarge the vent of our goods
ten times more than it now is; for if a Mer-
chant now exports woollen goods, and would
barter them for wines, the duties on them

would amount to more than the coft of his
~woollen goods ; fo that he muft have a double.

capital for fuch an adventure, or let it quite
-alone, whereby the fales  of great quantities
of woollen goods are loft to the nation. ' -

-*As ‘cuftoms. enhance the expences of our
navigation, the freights muft be raifed accor-

dingly, whereby the  prices of the fope, oil,
and dye-ftuffs ufed in manufacturing our wool,

are advanced to the maker, and the freights

on the cloths or ftuffs exported being alfo

raifed, are additional  clogs upon the fales of

our woollen goods..~ .~
- Cuftoms prevent the Carrying and Fifhing
- trades, the great nurferies of Seamen; where-

by our Sailors being few, and their expences
raifed by taxes, they have the higheft wages
of moft 'people in Europe; which is another

- .additional advance on the freights, to the

- prejudice of our woollen trade as above.. -

- Cuftoms taking away {o great a part-of our
Merchants ftocks, theyare thereby deprived
of driving that . great trade, and purchafing
- thofe quantities of woollen goods they would
-otherwile do : - befides, our Merchants rifk in
“trade being greater than i Helland, and thﬁc;-i'r
- - P, ~ loffes

R i
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loffes heavier by our cuftoms, their bankrupt-

cies muft be more frequent. This fenfibly af- .

fects our ManufaGurers, who are generally
confiderable creditors ; for broken merchants

may be well compared to nine-pins, one of
which feldom falls without beating down many

others. =~ T PR T TR T
. Cuftoms recommend foreign manufactures
of fine goods, by making them expenfive;
which vanity, on that account, {foon renders
fafhionable, whilft our own are defpifed, tho’
fuperior in goodnefs, and are a great dif~
couragement to our manufacturés. .
~ Cuftoms are the caufe of the fmuggling of

wool, becaufe' the gain being great by runs
~ ning tea, brandy, and French goods, on ac- -

count of the high duties, hath raifed the con-

traband frade to a great height, and the

Smugglers cannot make their returns in any
commedity of fo quick and certain a vent, or

~that gives fo good a prefit as our wool ;- for
the French being lefs taxed than we, can work:
cheaper, and their .own wool being coarfe,

Englyfb and Irifb wools are fo much in demand,
that they will give great prices for them;

for which reafon they receive vaft quantities,
" to the ruin of our manufactures. Sy

. Cuftoms' on afhes, bay-falt, cotton, copper,

coals, drugs, fereign fope, flax, fruit, fursy
- hemp, iron, leather, linens, oil, paper, rice,

~

- .tobacco,

Devclz'hev; of the Foreign T mde 3T
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facture, muft neceffarily make all our com-

but to foreigners likewife, (the’ our work-
men fhould have no excifes to pay) ; and fuch

foreign markets, and fmuggle them, in de:

the ruin- of our manufactures; for all the a-
bove cuftoms are as much taxes on our wool-
len manufacture, as if they were laid on the

raife ‘the money on the woollen goods he
makes, to' pay the duties of what he - ufes of
the above articles, with the advances, in all

- the hands they pafs through before they come
~to him. ’Tis by thefe, that we ourfelves
drive away our own manufactures, and pre-

- vent our ever getting more ; and foreigners
-+ could not rival the people of fo fruitful a coun-
- try ‘as Britain, if we did ‘not furnifh them
with the means, by our high taxes and re-
ftraints, that are always prejudicial to trade,
~tho” defigned to amend it, and never effect

~ moftrigorous penal laws, of which Mr. Locke
~ gives an inftance in his' Confiderations, &¢.
p.116. ¢ °Tis death .in Spain to export

- *“.money ; and yet they who furnifh all the

Bt S ey
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tobacco, tallow, threads, tapes, filk and fugar, |

being neceflaries of life, or materials of manu-
modities dear, not only to our own people,.
difcouragements give opportunity to foreign-
ers to fend their manufaétures cheaper to:

fiance of all laws, into our own country, to.

wool itfelf; or more ; for the Workman muft

~the thing intended, tho’ fortified with the

‘world i}

" Declne of the FreignTrade. 35

. world with gold and filver, have leaft of it

e among thémielves; trade fetches it away

¢ from that lazy and indigent people, not-
¢ withftanding all their artiﬁcmlﬁa}ld_forced
¢t contrivances to Keep it there; it follows
¢ trade againft the rigour of their laws, and
¢¢ their want of foreign commodities imakes.
¢ it openly be carried out at noon-day.”
This feems to be a parallel of the {tate we

" are coming to, and which fome foreigner
- may by and by make. o a

- 3Tis felony in England to export wool ; and
yet they who furnifh all the world with ‘WOOIV'},"
have leaft of the manufacturing of it among

‘themfelves. - The fmuggling-trade fetches it

away from that excifed and puﬁqm-!aad;di
people, notwithftanding all their artificial and
forced contrivances to keep it there: it fol-
lows the  fmuggling-trade againit the rigour -
of their laws, and their want of taking off the
taxes on their manufactures, makes it openly
be carried out at noon-day. .

By this we fee that neither death cr ba-

nifhment can force trade to an unnatural -

channel ; and it may be compared in one re-
{pe@ to water which cannot be comprefled
within its natural dimenfions ; the more force
is exerted, the fooner is the veffel broke that
contained it, and the water let loofe never
to return. The great De/Vit, in his Me-

A moirs, Ratifbon edit. p.77, aflerts, ¢ That the

¢ pavigation,
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- ¢¢ navigation, the fithery, the trade, and ma-

¢ nufactures, which are the four pillars of

¢ the State, fhould not be weakened or en-

¢ cumbred by any taxes; for ’tis they that-

< give fubfiftence to the moft part of che in-
¢¢ habitants, and which draw in all forts of
¢ ftrangers ;. unlefs the neceflity was fo great
¢ that the country was threatned with an

¢ intire deftru&tion, and thefe fundamentals

- ¢ fhould beattacked upon the hopes that thefe
¢ taxes would not laft long 3 at leaft hafte
¢ fhould be made as foon as the ftorm was.
¢ over, to take themoff; again, this diftin-
¢ ¢tion fhould be made, that manufa@ures
¢ fhould not or cannot be taxed at all, ‘be-
¢ canfe they are not fixed to the country,
“ and we muft fetch from foreign countries.

¢ the ffuffs and materials to work them up'.”f |

. -

Eightly, They fend away our fpecie.

. Britain having no mines of gold or filver,

- has no other means of getting or preferving

its treafure but by foreign trade. As cuftoms.

confine our trade to mere importation for our
own neceflaries or vanities, and at the fame

time ruin our manufactures ; what we want

in exports to balance the imports, mu{t-be
- paid in fpecie, making the balance of trade

every year more and more againft us: for as -
we raife the prices of our goods fo high by

taxes, that foreigners won’t take them, and yet

continue to import their fuperfluities, which

we.

[
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we now chiefly, and in time muft i*ntirdy_
pay for with our gold and filver, as appears
by the bills of entry in every week weare be-
ginning to do; and our high duties encou-
raging Smugglers who have feldom a fettled
habitation, or any ftock of our manufactures
by them, they carry out vaft quantities of;
fpecie to purchafe their cargoes;  fuch large:
draughts make our Mint lie idle, we {ee but:
little new coined gold, and hardly any filver ;.
we find our money difappear, and grow fcarcer
and {carcer every year; “our Trade decvhne:s,»‘
and our People ftarve.
To thew how Excifes, Cuftoms and Salt-du-
ties, increafe the expences of \;hc people,. gnd :
~confequently ruin our trade, the following
~account may not be improper. - o

* Firph, the Duties themfelves, -~ =~
The net produce of the taxes following, was beforev,‘
the war computed to be, one year with another, as
under : ‘ : N , s
‘ Excifes,  about L. 2,800,000

Cuftoms,  about 1,700,000 - .. |
Salt,  abomt . 150,000 . . o

‘ o o Sy ;4_,650_’090,
- The charges of raifing thefe} e |
duties are about ten per cent. §° 465,000 e
Secondly, The advanced price  ———ewmme §,115,000° - .
of thofe goods the above du'ti,es‘-/' N R
are laid on. S R e
Woful experience teaches - o - oo
us that every fmall dutylaid- -~ .. <.

on
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on commodxtxes, raifesthe pri- : ’
ces of them confider ably to the .
Confumer, beyond the groﬂs" .

- duty. -
By the fees given to Offi-
~cers, the tyrants of traders.

- By Tradefmen’s lofs of time e
~ in attending upon Excifemen =
or at Cuftom-houfes: a Tra- -

der’s time is his bread.

By takmg away, a quarter
part of our T raders ftocks

for duties, and forcing them

to take as great profiton 3 of - .-
their ftocks laid out in goods,
in order to live, as they would .

~on the whole if ‘duty-free.

By tradefmens profitson the’ . .
duty and advances in all ‘the.
hands, ‘all taxed goods come:

through to the Confumer 5 as
for example :

Suppofe there fhould be no
~ other tax but that on leather; =
let us fee how many advan- .
~ces that would make on the

price of our fhoes.

The Grazier lays (1) on the -
beaft he fats his advanced price .

_of fhoes ; he fells to the But-
cher, who (2) takes his proﬁt

on theGrazier’s advanced price

of the beaft, and raifes (3) on

the hide his advanced price of

~ fhoes; he fells to the Tanner, . -
* whofe journey-men raife. (4)

their wages onaccount of their = -

advanced pnce of fhoes; ther ..«

L“"

1
i
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‘Tanner pays (5) the tax of 2 4.

per pound on leather ; takes

(6) his profit on the before- -
mentioned five advances, and
raifes (7) on the tann’d hide
his advanced price of fhoes;
he {feils to the Leather-cutter,
who takes (8) his profiton the .
before-mentioned feven advan-
ces,and raifes (9) onthehide he
cuts hisadvanced price of thoes;
hefells tothe Shoemaker,whofe

* journeymen raife(10) their wa-

geson account oftheiradvanced -
price of fhoes ; the Shoemaker
takes (11) his profit on the be-
fore-mentioned ten advances,
and raifes (12) on the fhoes he
makes, the advanced price of
the fhoes he wears ; he fells to
the Confumer with all thefe
swelve ddvances, highly mag=-
nified beyond the bare duty.

So much for the tax on lea-
ther only : but the Grazier,
Butcher, Tanner, Leather-cut-
ter and Shoemaker ufe fopes
that {ope, like leather, is tax-
ed, and, like that leather-tax,

muft be ralfed but that cau=

fed twelve advances on our
thoes, true; place therefore
twelve advances more on fhoes
for the fope-tax, Thefe tradef~

‘men ufe candles, twelve ad- -

varices more for the tax on:

them ; and the fame for everyw o

- other tax on neceflaries.
- All which duly conﬁdei)ed,
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Brought over .

might be computed at above
cent. per cent, on the grofs
produce of the daties. But
-though the large duties caufe
Aome farther advance on all
the goods they are laid on, -
charged with profit upon profit
through every hand they pafs; -
yet as they keep not pace with
the fmall duties, and all calcu=
lations appear faireft when mo-
derate, 1 choofe to abate in the.
advances, and tofet.them only.
at fifty per cent.

The ‘amountr.o'f -the - advan- )
~.ced price of the goods the
above duties -a;e’ _laid on

Let us feehow this 7,67 2‘, 560 |

circulates through the people, .

advances the prices of our.
goods, confequently ruins our
trade. ' o

. Firfl, This dearnefs of all
. neceflaries which raifes the firft

~coft of goods, muft advance

the price of all labour.

The Spectator N°© 200, com-

putes, that the people, without

- property, who work for their

daily-bread, do confume % of
our Cuftoms and Excifes;
 therefore they pay 2 of them
and their confequences. As
thefe people live but from

~hand to mouth, whatever is -

laid on them, they muft there~

L. 5,115,000

2,557,500

7,672,500
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fore thift off, or they can’tlive;

& fince thefe various taxeshave
been projeéted, they muft earn
enough when they do work to:
pay the taxes, the advanced
price of taxed goods, and the
advanced prices of all other:
neceflarigs, wiz. meat, bread,.
cloathing, or whatever they

- can ufe, net only for the con-

fumption of the days they are

‘employed, but for thofe alfo-

that they are not; therefore.
they are the caufe of raifing the:
wages of the working people-
2 of 7,672,500 /. the amount:
of the advanced price of the-
goods the above duties are laid
on, which makes :
Secondly, This dearnefs of all
neceflaries forces: the Mafter~
tradefmen to raife on their cu-

" ftomers the taxes and advances

on their confumption.
" The above Specator allows:

1 confumption of our Cuftoms . N

and Excifes to the people with
property; but as thefe may be
divided into two claffes, wiz.
in trade, and out of trade, and
the proportion confumed by

~ each not being afcertained by

- wiz.Merchants,Manufafturers,. ~

any author, I fhall compute -
them at half and half. There-

fore the Mafter-tradefmen, or -~ |

people with property in trade,

Mechanics, Farmers, Whole-

~.f_'??ilV€-<,1_€fe‘al,‘ersg;- and Retaili‘n—gﬁ_;\. R

'D"z:‘}: .
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40 AnEfay on the Canfs of the

Brought ovér L. 5,115,000

Shop-keepers, muft each lay
‘on the goods they fell the ad-
vanced price of the taxed goods:

they confume ; whether food,.
cloathing, or utenfils: their L

confumption of 7,672,500 /.
the amount of the advanced

price of the goods the above

duties are laid on, makes

Thirdly, Tradefmen’s paying
advanced prices on their goods
muft have advanced profits;
for whether they lay out their
flocks of money in goods that

Wm——

16,393,750

bear their natural value only,or -

goods that bear-double that va-

lue by taxes, fill a living profie -
muft be obtained on the ftocks -

they employ. -
. For the wages of the Ma-
~nufacturer, the Mechanic, the
Labourer, and the expences of

the Mafter-tradefman, being
" of neceflity raifed, the firft coft.

of goods muft be {o too; and

confidering the various Tradef~
-men’s hands that goods pafs
- through from the Workman -
~or Labourer, to the Confumer, -

“ charged with profit upon profit,

~ by each of them, (which in the.
little trades muft be very great,

otherwife their returns being
fmall, they could not live)

the advance thereby occafioned -

may, at a moderate rate, be

- computed at 5o per cent. tothe,

1,278,750

o RS 10 AT S

grofs produce about

 Decline of the Foreign Tradée. 41

: Brought over L.6,393,750 -
Confumer on the above two - \393 75 NI
articles, which raife the firft

coft of goods, and makes 3,196,875 S
People with property out of BN &
trade,- their £ confumption of
7,672,500 /.- the amount of
“the advanced price of the
goods the above-duties are laid - }
on, makes Lo 1,278,750

Total adi(ance, ‘ L. 10,869,375

"This is part of the amount

“of the confequences of raifing

4,650,000/, for the Govern- -
ment, by our prefent manner -

of taxing goods.

- Our other taxes are, the

Land-Tax, the grofs produce,

at about 4 s. in the pound is
about R
. The Stamps, Windows, Poff-
Office, &c.  their computed - - &
T T 500,000
"The Poor’s Tax is.computed, NERRITRRII
on a middling rate, to equal -
the Land-Tax, but muft be
much more when trade isre-
duced, and the ‘price of provi-"
{ions high; however, toreckon
it at no more than the Land- .

Tax, or . 1,660,000

. Gmmlama)zt of all our taxes, and part L‘x g,‘zw'8~9'f,‘3375_

- of their confequences, before the awar.
~Let us fee now the amount of our . .. - - s
taxes, with regard to our expemces: . - -

'The Britilb Merchant, wf)l. I p. 165,

3. i:oiiipu,tes
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42 n Effay on tl;e‘ Caufes of the

computes our people at feven millions,
and their expences at 7./, per head; =
but as neceflaries are grown dearer

fince the year 1713, when he wrote,
and the number of people increas’d, I

- fhall compute. the people at eight mil- -

lions, -and their expences. at 8/. per
head, which makes our total expence
annually : o

Of which 64 millions the people pay
for the taxes, and their confequences,
as above, o

S ‘

L. 64,000,000

15,289,375

* Which being fubtraed, their ex- |
pences, if untaxed, would be only

15,289,375 /. charged on 48,7 I 0,625‘7'. is

~ a tax of above 31 per cent. on the expences of -
the people, which muft add a prodigious arti-
ficial value to our goods, confequently render

them lefs faleable, and ruin our trade,

v If it is afked, whether foreigners, for what |
goods they take of us, do not pay on that
confumption a great portion of our taxes?
- The anfwer is, That it muft be admitted
‘they do; but if that was originally intended

and expected to continue the fame as at the
firft laying on of our taxes, it will be the

ftrongeft argument againft them ; for as our
- taxes on neceflaries are proved to be fo bur- |
denfom and extenfive, by raifing the prices of 4}

our goods, foreigners take lefs of them year-
ly ; and when the demand is reduced, the

people having lefs work, find lefs money to

L. 48,710,625 |

increafed on them as they lofe their trade: for,
as the Government abates neither expences or
taxes, and if one method of taxing fails, an-

other is tried; what foreigners ceafe to pay,
we muft ; or, in other words, the lefs trade
and money, the more taxes ; and the more
our taxes are, the lefs and lefs trade and money
we know we muft expect. Is not this like

adding to a- horfe’s burden, and diminithing
his meat ! and muft we wonder if he finks
under his load ? perhaps figures may explain
this ftill clearer, by ftating a fimilar account
thro’ 3o years. - SRR

Suppofe that in the year 17710, all our taxes,

and part of their confequences,. were as they

are Now, viz. 15,289,375 /. that foreigners |

paid then 7 of them, and our own people 73
that foreigners going to cheapeggs arkets fince,

have ceafed taking goeds from us yearly in

- proportion to-ene per cent. only on their for-
mer § part of our taxes and their confequences, -
the account every five years will ftand thus:

Fofeignersfaid df Our owaneofPl_e | i

| | ‘our Taxes, &e. - paid .
Ao 1710 L.2,184,196  L.13,105,179 - .
17150 2,074,987 13,214,388

L1720 1,965,778 13,323,597

1725 1,856,569 13,432:806:
. 1730 1,747,360 ¢ . 13,542,015
T 1735 1,638,151 . 13,651,224 .

S 1740 1,528,942 13,760,433 By

" Decline of ;!&e Foreign Trade. 43

pay, and yet have their taxes proportionably .
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% be leviedg
“ .. . r T co .

b rivulet of “trade without a great charge
¢ efpecially at firft trial; but fuppofing no

“B

o e e i e

PYREN Effay on the Caufes of | the

L By ;hls it plainly appears, in what man- |
ner our prefent taxes drive away our 't‘rade;

and burden our people, who have by this ac-

count 655,2§4./ more to pay in 1440, -
C( . : ay. 740, than
they had'in 1710, with 3, lefs rtrac7%e to pay.

it with.

- To conclixdefth‘iis head Two of our g
. : i * i our oreat--
| ‘eft authors clearly forefaw,. at the layiggein :

our numerous excifes, cuftoms, ¢, that thefe

- unhappy confequences muft neceflarily follov
and their arguments are a full ,prdof};fq\'ﬁ\;;

has been already advanced. _
- Mr. Locke, in his Confiderations, &ec. .90,

h .
: ffys, “« That for raifing three millions on com- |
“ modities, and bringing fo much into the Ex- |

T N , ,

¢ chequer, there muft po a orea ~

« than three 1 muft goa great deal ‘more

., than three millions out of ‘the fubjects
pockets ; for a tax of that nature cannot

)y officers to watch every little

¢ R Ry . .
- more charge in raifing it than of a Land.-

« , here. a ‘-
% Tax, and that there are only three millions

. ; -
“ to be paid, ’tis evident that to do this out

o (gff commodities, theymuft to the Confumer
| e raifed 1 in their price; fo that every

144 L N ML e o4
 thing to him that ufes it, muft be a quar-

(44 ; : .
,“ fer‘dearer, Let us {ee now who, at the
~* long-run, muft pay this quarter, and where

“ . B T e 8 " . . . ° 4 . ; .
it will light 5 ’tis plain the Merchant and
roker, neither will, nor can; for if he.
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pays a quai’ter- more for commodities than
he did, he will fell them at a price pro- -

« portionably raifed; the poor Labourer

and Handicraftfman cannot ; for he juft
lives from hand to mouth already, and all
his food, cloathing, and utenfils, cofting a
_quarter more than they did before, cither
his wages mutt rife with the price of things -
to make him live, -or elfe, not being able
to maintain himfelf and family by his la~
bour, he comes to the parith.”
And afterwards he proves, that in the
ome-confumption the whole burden falls on

land at lafkt. :‘

Dr. Davenant, in his Eﬂbys'onﬂ'mdq,\mi. 7
g0. afferts, that ¢ As to manufactures,

« high excifes in time of peace are utterly.
¢ deftructive to that principal part of Enmg-
¢ land’s wealth 3 for if malt, coals, falt, lea-
¢ ther, and other things bear a great price,

¢ the wages of fervants, workmen, and ar-

-~ "~
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tificers, will confequently rife ; for the in~
| come muft bear fome proportion to the €x-
- ¢« pence; and if fuch as fet the poor to work
-« find wages for labour, or manufactures ad-
¢ yance upon them, they mutt rife ‘in the
¢ price of their commodity, or they cannot
live: all which would fignify little, if no- -
¢ thing but our own dealings among one an-
¢« other were thereby affected 5 but it'has.a
¢ confequence far more pernicious in refati-
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i 46 An Eflay on the Canfes of the 0 Decine of the Forcign Trade. 47 3

portation of our own produc that muft. § in monopolies muft decline in trade. ,
“ make England xich.” ~  } " To apply this to Britain which hathmore -
~ And in page 31. *“ But the confequenceof § Monopolies than are.generally thought on.

- ¢ fuch duties, in times of peace, will fall moft Firft Monopoly. Britainagainft its other do-

“ on to our foreign trade, for ’tis the ex- § .a free one; therefore any country abounding
“« v e

¢ heavily upoh our woollen manufactures, of b owinions.

“ which moft have more value from the The trade of experting woollens, and fome

“ workmanthip than the material ; and if the || other forts of goods, with the trade to fome -

¢ price of this workmanthip be enhanced, it} particular countries given to companies, We

¢ will in a fhort courfe of time put a necef~ § ‘,monopoli_ze; to-ourfelves; and, in our abun~
¢ fity upon thofe we deal with of fetting up- | dant wifdom, pay all the charges of Govern-

% manufactures of their own, fuch as they, | ment; our fellow-fubjecs in Scotland pay but.
““ can, or of buying goeds of the like kind. | g trifle to the general fupport ; in frelandand
¢¢ and ufe from nations that.can afford them. ‘ the Plantations, nothing at all: thefe trade

PN

L ol

4 eheaper” | under the protection of flests that coft them
R | o : -} net a farthing: our generous wife land-wars,

- 1. 6f Monopolies, whereby the many are op-- ||  to maintain the balance and liberties of Europe
preffed for the gain of afew. | at the rifk of our own, coft them not a doity.
- Befides the misfortunes arifing from our- ||  gll that we endeavour is to ftarve them with- -

- taxes, we:- have fome Monopolies very de- out expence, and ourfelves with ; for that is
ftru&ive te-a trading nation, and inconfiftent: || the czﬁ%, we drive one part of our people out
with afree one; which encourage idlenefs,, |  of trade by Monopolies, and- the other by
villany, and extravagant demands for wages- | Taxes. We bleed ourfelves almoft to death,
~or goods, whereby the many are deprived of ||  and think to recruit our {pirits by devouring

w. - their rights, without having committed any. | ‘three millions of ftarved Irifb and dmericans,

i crime to forfeit-them, and for the benefit of: |4 and by excefs of cunning 1make the ruin ges..

. -afew only; acountry thatfuffers them, can- neral. A

-not fend its goods fo cheap to a foreign mar- Second Monopoly. Companies with exclufive
, k@ti‘aS:i‘tS \neigh“bb,urs 5 for never: yet wasa it fbarter.s’ Vi Egﬁ-'vfﬂdig,Saa;b-Sea, and"TW-
. monopolized trade extended to the degrecof [  key Companies, _ - ‘Th» f o
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- tage of the nation in general.

4‘8\ An ‘E._ﬁby;goﬁ‘ﬂ&é Canfes of the |

~ Thefe Companies prevent the increafing the

- vent of our manufactures abroad; confequent-

ly they ftarve our poor ; as will appear by
the following reafons. |

1. By being all of them confined to London,.

the prices of the woollens they export are en-
hanced by long land-carriages up to town,
with the additional charges -of commiflion,

~ware-houfe-rent, porterage, &¢. much to the

prejudice of their fale ; and what materials of
manufacture they import are difperfed over
many parts of the kingdom by the like ex-
penfive conveyance, to the great difadvan-

CF

2. The Turkey Company, whofe trade is

almoft dwindled away, can prevent difpatch-
ing their thips for one year, if they pleafe, to

- raife the price-of filk at home for their own
~advantage, though the nation#thereby lofes

one whole year’s vent and confumption of its

~ woollen goods in Turkey, which'it’s {aid hath
~ happened formerly ; and if an iniquitous rife

is given to filk here, we cannot manufatture
it with fuch® advantage as our neighbours.

- The reader will -be pleafed to confider the
- fine fituation our poor-employed in the wool-
len and filk manufactures muft be in at fuch
Catime, o
" g. It is not the intereft of the Eaff-India
~Company to increafe the quantities of the
woollens they export, but rather to contract

“them

. SRR 2 08 AR T M PSSP

them *(which I fuppofe was the reafon for ob-

liging them by their charter to export wool-
lens to a certain value) ; for at all markets
where there are any-demands for goods, the
fmallnefsof the quantities naturally enhances
the price; and if the company ‘can gain as

mach ‘on 5000 cloths as ‘on 10000, is it not-

their intereft to prefer the lefler quantity on

account of the lefsdifburfement andriﬂ{-f? tho’
it’s plain the nation would lofe the faleof one |
half of the manufactures capable of being

vended ; whereas private traders puthing a=
gainft ene another, ftudy to increafe the vent:

of their goods by felling at- moderate profits,
making the quantities anfwer to themfelves-

and their country. = - SRR
" 4. The large charges the Eaft-India and

South-Sea Companies aie forced to be at for

the falaries of the DireGors, Governors, Su=

percargoes, & ‘befides what may flip thro’
their fingers fometimes; muft make thefe

Companies negledt all trades that will not

yield extraordinary profits to defray them;
which trades private Merchants would be glad.
of, and turn to good account for themfelves
and their. country, were they not debatred

by exclufive charters.

g, Thé Eaft-India and South-Sea Com-
panies buying at home by Directors, and fel-
ling abroad ‘by Sepvants; who may have an
eye to their own or friends intereft, and the
e ~ E  foundation

Decline of the Foreign Trade. 49
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edithoufands of families. What need to menti- L
on former Direcors receiving falaries _‘frpm. oo
Companies, and; tho’ contrary to law, being’
notwithftanding concerned in the Ofend trade: L3
to India, whereby they were cutting the
throats of their benefactors 5 the felling'goods: - &
by falfe famples, and buying them for. their'
private accounts ; carrying on private trade-

contrary to treaty, and bribing officers to+.
wink at them with the Company’s money,,

Pt .
L : :

- T o
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foundation of all:being the Company’s. money,
.they cannot naturally be fuppofed to-be fo in-
~duftrious as ‘thofe who trade .only -on their
.own ftocks:; therefore Gompanies can never |
extend trade-like ‘private Dealers, but muft |
-decay where Interlopers are admitted; of
which our dfrican Company is a{trong in-
Atance. T PRI P RT
6. What confirms the ‘whole is the pro-
“hibition-of the Egf-Indiz Company againft

i

S e i L e

i se

SRR L T

S, e 2

:their fervants -carrying -out cloth; which
would be needlefs, did they not know that
their fervants -can underfell them; for the.

and charged to account by the genteel name

 of prefents, fubjecting thereby; the Company’s -

effe@s to feizures, and their:cowntry. to per-

| .
Company wants not money to fupply all the. |  petual jars. - The rapacioufnefs of Governors- |
4 cloth that can be vended with the ufual profit. abroad, who by ’engrofﬁng goods, nay even’
i 1o the year 1741, a Seizer was made, in one the ne‘c’eﬂ“arich Of_hfe?, ;*‘?‘VC pppreﬁ‘ed th.‘?_’"
"\ «of the-out-ports, of a large quantity of cloth ||  people by arbitrary prices, and’ .clrove~,.'away
4 defigned for India, belonging to one of the our trade.. Supercargoes é‘i«"“h@atmgfby f?lgg.
- company’s fervants; when at the fame time, invoices.. Captains, quitting or lofing fhips,
to defraud: Infarers and' Bottomree-lenders 2
" are not.thefe things written: in- the books. of -
Their chronicles? oo s
- But the greateft mifchief of all is, that the
honefty of the people hath been corrupted,
by having prefented- to their eyes roguery:
lightly punifhed,. if not triwmphant.
““Thefe Companies prevent: the inercale of
our navieation.. o
s By:;th;:g'lr: exclufive charters, . debarring us-
from a free trade to % parts of: the known:
~world, The .domini.%r‘,ls,qu tgl_;c‘Gxand.;S}gnxgrx:; |

|~ by the decay of our woollen. trade, the Poor’s
| ‘Rates were at 8. in the pound, in fome of
i our clothing-towns; from whence this ab- |
~ furdity arofe, That whilft our Clothiers were |
- ftarving, the exportation of cloth wasacon- |
R traband trade.” - o o T
It is impoffible to make any inquiry into -
- our Companies, without taking notice of their
- paft villanies ; which, as they have been made
. [lufficiently public, few can be ignorant of :
. therefore the baremention of them is enough;
- fuch asthe fatal South-Sea fcheme, that ruin-
e e
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in Europe, Afiay and Africa, are confined ts.
‘the Turkey Company. - All South, and part of
North. America, from Vera.Gruz to Carthagena,
from Buenos Ayres round Cape Horn to Cali-
Jornia, that vaft extent of. coaft, is the portion
of the;Sautb- Jea Company. - All the coafts of
Africay. Afiay from the Cape, of Good Hope to
Fapan, are the lot of the EaﬁJndz‘aCompany,

- And what afmallnumber of ports do they all

tllfadc»\_to,\ ; apds :'v.vha‘t ‘a trifling navigation de.
‘they all maintain?- there are.a greater num-
ber of fhip-tonage employed in. the trade ta.

~the free port of Leghorn only, than.all thefe

three companies employ in: their Monepoli
.‘ . - ! - ’ ' . G
to % parts - of the world, like the fable (f?ifg \

dog in the manger, not eating themfelves,
‘preventing zhofe who .wou]d%4; ﬁ.ve{, but

'T&i’fd;MQQOROIX o« Cily and:corj_)amt'z'an-,cbgr.__ A

‘Where freemen exclude by charte anv of
the. fame trade from fettlin 'fc;;yiﬁ.,theic?rr fé]“sr’nzf |
haV@ -t_hcy‘ not a Monopoly againit- the reft 0% -
the inhabitants #* Cannot they impofe extra--
vagant prices for their goodson their Cuftom. -
ers, anddo they not do it? :

Where no Journeymen but freemen can

‘work in towns, have they not.a monopoly

for wages againft their Mafters? do not bot
thefe cafes advance the firft coft of ;,go;ovds,,o ig

B the px‘;ejudi;c’qi of their fale abroad, and ac-

- .Lount.

B e LT L b e P P P L e :
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b

count: for foreigners reckoning our country:
fodear? o ‘

~If a Journeyman, not being a freeman, gets-

into work in a city-or town-corporate, what-
an outcry is there not made of a foreigner’s

being come among them, to eat: the bread-
out of their mouths?: How! can’a free-born:

Briton be reckoned a foreigner inany part of

his own country ? “what an abfurdity is herel
yet neverthelefs true. Can one man eat the -

bread out of another’s mouth without being ™

more induftrious than he ? ‘impoffible ! it muft’

for, not bread.. =+

therefore be idlenefs and luxury ;heygcontendf%

~ This is one of the reafons why: foreignets-
flock to our plantations, inftead of fettling -
here; and, by our decay of tradé, -many of
eur own people go over to live there yearly 5+

fo that many going, and few: coming to fup-

ply their - places, a fearcity:of people will
‘hiereafter-enfie, - to the great: damage of the:

fnother-country.

Mr. Stanyan, in his excellent : account of
Switzerland; page 140, obferves, ¢ That the
¢ tradefmen -citizens of Berne, are . geﬁeraﬂy *

& efteemed to be proud &n'd“-r»Iézy:;irswhich

¢ qualities proceed chiefly ffom two privi--

¢ leges they enjoy :-oneis their ‘right -of be-

& jng chofén into the government by:virtue

- & of their burgerfhip,. which' makes them:
¢ proud ;- and:the other is, that of hindering™ &
S - - ¢eanyy
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i king neceflaries bear a great price; which

54 AvEfayowtbeCaufes of the
(19
13

within the cities, which makes them lazy:.
(414

N From whence two inconveniences natural-
‘“ ly flow, one that the inhabitants p’aj very
¢ dear for their goods,. and the other that
¢ the workmen are bad ; for where there is

:;“uno‘_great choice of artificers one muft be

¢¢. pay fuch a price for it as they. pleafe to im~

- Mark: the dainty effects of nibﬁopoliiiﬁg |
charters, pride, lazinefs, dearnefs of price,and

- bad work.. .

- Fourth Monopo“l»y:.‘ Lawsta j;rwe}z: tbe zm- "

 portation of cattle, butter, & ¢ from Ireland.
This gives a Monopoly to a‘few breeding

- counties to impofe upon the reft of the people |

high prices for cattle, &¢. to the ruin of our
manufaétures,;forces the labourer to live dear
and-of courfe to yaif$ his wages: is fgreatl}:
- prejudicial alfo to eur mavigation ; for what-
- ever enhances the expences of a thip, en-
hances - its freight, and gives opportunity to

foreigners to victual cheaper in freland than

- wecan doathome. -~ . .
- But it will be objected to me, That this is
done to raife or keep up the value of our lands?
To which I anfwer : That there is always
- :a great noife- made ; about encouraging the
- ;home-confumption ; by which is meant' ma-

can.

(it s i

any but a citizen from exercifing any trade

¢ contented not only with -bad work, but to

& 77:1& (e N
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can arife only from - an’ improper knowledge
of the true nature of trade :- for thisis fo far
from being beneficial, that it has juit the con-
trary effect.  Certainly the lefs is confumed
within, the more will: be left to export the

‘cheaper things are, the more of-them will be
‘exported, and it: is exportation- only that
‘makes a nation rich. - This Monopoly, with
tefpec to:the people, is unj uft, and the bene-
“fit of it to the land-holders -only imaginary ;

as for inftance, A hath a grazing: eftate, to
raife. the value of which, all cattle from

JIreland are to be prohibited::. 4 having the
fole market,.raifes the prices of his cattle up-
-on-the reft of the people; B, C,.D, dewn to
Z., twenty three in number, and their pockets
‘are to be emptied only to fill his5 a very - :
_equitable proje&t indeed! But tho’" thefe

‘people were as blind as puppies, yet neceflity,

‘and the natural courfe of . things, will force

them to retaliate upon him ; for as a Mono-

poly raifes the price of cattle; their dearnefs

raifes the price of labour'; dear labour makes
dear goods: fo that the food, cloathing,
utenfils,. labour, every thing 4 wants, comes
dearer to him; animaginary value is given to.

 every thing, {o that tho’ 4 fhould have more

tent for a time (which yet the decline of
foreign trade muift bring down: afterwards),
“the money he receives is of lefs value, not

~_going fo far, or being able to purchafe. fo. .
R U ~ much,
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much, as when goods bore their natural valge- §  ¢annot be helped 5 tho? it’s a fufficient fecu-
only : fo that what he thinks he putsinwith. § Ity to the Liand-holders, that fereigners<can !

one hand,: is pulled out by the other j ’tis never import more neceffaries. than. are abfo- 1
all a deceptio vifis, ferting people together by |  lutely required5 and I prefume, in fuch cafes, ~

i the ears to prey upon one another,.letting- §  they have more charity than to ftarve the o

¢ - foreigners in the mean while eat the bread: | people merely for,an: imaginary profit, which. f

i3 out of their mouths; for a nation that adds [ Yet would prove their ruin in the end ; for it: b

| anartificial value to its commodities by Mo- | 1 a fallacy and an abfurdity to think to raife: &

& mepolies, cannot export them in fuch quanti-~ |  or keep up the value of lands by oppreflions -

ﬁcstofereign ports, Where they arel‘lvalled ‘.Qn the pCOPle thatcramp thelr trade; ,fo'r" if
by thofe that bear only their natural ‘value ;: f§ trade declines, the common- people ‘muft ei--
and their home-confumption will likewifefink. |  ther.come upon the parifh; or fly for bufinefs.

; in price by the natien’s having lefs money [ to our neighbours : in the firft cafe, they, be--

‘| broughtin by foreign trade; fuch atwo-ed- ~come 2 heavy tax upon the rich, and, inftead-
g ged fiword are Monopolies to lands. - Every- of buying the--:.‘producc:gf the lands, muft

i Home-commodity in: ‘afree trade will find jts- | ~Dave it given them; and, in the fecond cafe,

U -natural value; for tho’ that fluctuates, as-of when the confumers are gone, what price will.
neceflity it muft, according to the plentiful-- || ~ the produce of land bear? a {mall confumpti-
nefs or- fcarcity of feafons, yet for the home-- on makes a fmall demand, and a fmall demand- A

“confumption, “every home-commodity muft. ‘[ Makes a-fmall price for any commoditys:-fo
have great advantage over the foreign, as be- | that when in converfation the wifdom of our. ¢
ing upon-the fpot, and free from freight, in- laws is magnified to prevent the importation ¢

¢ furance, commiffion, and charges, which, on- of cattle, &c. from Ireland, or corn from any

il the produce of lands, being alt bulky com- nation, unlefs it firft bears an immoderate

1.~ modities, muft in the general be about 15per |  Price here (askeeping-up-the value of lands),

.\ ¢ent. and a greater advantage cannot be given || 1ow would a Hollander -or Frenchman {mile ,

'l without prejudice; for 15 percent. makes | Wwhen he reflected, that in his country the |

1 a great difference in the price of neceffaries, | poor}-gett‘mg:p:rov;ﬁp:ns'vfrgm_any‘ place where

al ‘between the nation {felling and the nation they can -be had the cheapeft, are thereby-en-

 buying, and is a great difficuliy on the latter; ~abled to work at prices the Englifh can’t live i
‘but arifing from the natural courfe of things, on, and by,WQr‘kmg‘:c-hsaper-, work more, th_a'(;; b
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is, run away with their trade, their money

and their working-peeple 5 and when thefe

are gone, we may as well give them the land:
into the bargain, for any value it will be of. |
Befides, the value of our land is at. prefent but: |

nommal To prove. whlch,\

It won’t be fufpe&ed to be an un--
,der computation ta reckon the rental
: Of Enpland at

The exports and’ frelghts at: - 8,000,000:
- In page 42, the expences of the*~ D
‘ peoPIe of . England axe computed at. 64,000,000

'The general: amount-of taxes, and’ |
paxt of their confequences, is.

If our exports and frelghts make
3 of  the expences-of the people, they .
muft be computed to-pay § of the laft

L ls 289,375

artxcle, whleh makesJ o | ,1
. Which. being: &édu&ed the re- o
fmamdcx 1ewhat fails on land. e :3, 378 204_;’ i

M‘i*oql,oc/ee, in: h1s Goigﬁdemz‘zam, Eﬂ’c. page-
95:, treating of taxes on commodities fays,.
“ It is in vain, in a country whofe great
¢ fund is land, to hope to lay the public- |
¢ charge of the government on-any thing:
¢ elfe, there at laft it will terminate.. The: |
'merchant (do what you can), will not: |
¢ bear it, the labourer cannot, and therefore -
the land-holder muft.”” If F‘orexgn Trade
will pay but z, Land muﬁ Py, the remain.- -
‘ -mg.;‘

S

~
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| ing z, which amounting to 13,378, 204, and
| - falling on a rental of 20,000,000/ is above.

13 5. in the pound tax upon all the lands of.
England; {o that land with the prefent taxes

-at 204. per acre, or without the prefent taxes
at ¢ 5. per acre, are equal, and the land is

more reduced by -our taxes and monopolies,

| than by any poflible free importation s 5 and
this prohibition, by us called a remedy, isonly:
a forwarding our general decay of trade, and
-confequently our general decay of rents;

which actually happened : after - pafling: thls’»

pprohibitory law, as Roger Coke informs us'in

his - treatife, That the church and fiate of
England are in equal danger with the trade,
publifhed in 1671 ; in page 64.  His words
are, ¢ That the ends defigned by the acts a-
¢ gainft the importation - of frifb cattle, of-
¢ raifing the rents of the lands -of England,
¢ are fo far from being ‘attained, that the
¢ contrary hath enfued. = And here I witha

¢ furvey were taken how many thoufand |
-“¢ farms are thrown up fince this a&; how

‘ many thoufand farms are abated, fome’

“ above £, others above &, ‘others above £

¢ fome I know, which after two years lymg

¢ wafte, are abated one half.” =
Fifth Monopoly.  Laws to pre‘vent the in=

portation of moft Jorts of fjlo by foreigners. -
This gives-a Monopely to our féw ﬁfhcr-

~Ten and ﬁihmongers aaamﬁ our awn people,:‘

“and
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and the  confequence is,’ that fifh bears five"

times the price at London that it does at

Amfterdam, or more ; great quantities of fith -
being thrown away by our dealers to keep
up extravagant prices, -to the great grievance
of our induftrious poor. - And it has prevented
our gaining the Scotch fifhery, by banifhing-
from our coafts the Dutch fithermen, who

would in time have fettled with us, our own
country being better than Holland; nothing:

‘but taxes and monopolies can ‘keep them
away; for who would pay heavy taxes tolive -
in a bad country; when he could live free and
untaxed in a good one? this obftru&tion hath.
enabled the French to commence fithermen on
our coafts, who employ already a great num-
~how dangerous this may in
time prove, I leave. every honeft Englifoman
- to judge. - -And what a melancholy figure do-
 we make, f{urrounded 'by fitheries; yet fo-
bound down by taxes, monopolies, &¢. that
we - cannot - undertake them, but fit tamely

idle, and fee foreigners {warming upon our

ber of veflels

~ coalls, and carrying away our riches! -

Sixth Monopely. The navigation aft.

- Altho’ this aét is beneficial to us under our*»
prefenc difeafes ‘in trade, but would . be need-

lefs were they perfectly remedied, yet is it

even now not without its inconveniences : f013 |

a.law that confines, in any degree, our. im-

ports or exports to particular {hips or-men, . -
- glves‘-

 Ducline of the Foreign Trade.  6r |

gives a monopoly to thofe for whofe benefit
the reftraint is framed, which in this cafe is
either the navigation of the countries whofe

growths we import, or elfe our own. ~And

this Monopo]y is very prejudicial to our manu-
factures 5 for “tis enacting that feveral nccef-

faries and materials of manufacure fhall not

be imported by the cheapeft navigation, but

by a dear one, and of courfe that they fhall
~ pay dear freights, which muft raife their price ; -

and if the Manufacturer buys his materials
dear, he muit fell his manufacture in propor-
tion. = Befides it is enacted, that thefe necef-
faries, €&¢. fhall not be bxought from any

country but the place of growth, or moft

convenient ufual port of ﬂnppmg 3 which
gives a Monopoly to Foreigners, ‘and to. our

Merchants, againft our own people ;- for
~ foreigners will always know our neceflity for

any fort of goods, and if our fole dependence
lies-upon any one nation, they will not fail to
make us pay for it.
portunity and fecurity to our Merchants for

engrofling; becaufe, if they import or buy up’

large quantities of - commodities at the vfual

times of {hipping, they are fecured im*what

extravagant prices they think proper to im-
pofe on our people till that time returns, all fo-
reign nations who hayve  laid up ftocks being

) cxcluded our market tho they could afford

Befides, this gives op-
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them ever {o cheap. Accerdmgly, the Ali@
thor of the Britannia languens, page 65. in-
forms us, ¢¢ That the Danes, taking the  ad-
¢ vantage -of this act, raifed their prices and
¢ cuftoms upon us for pitch, tar, and timber,
¢ near double ; and the Lerﬂanders the fame-
¢ for hemp and flax.”’
fays, ¢ That the excluding great numbers of
¢ foreign fhips from our ports, muft hinder
¢ the vending of great proportions of our
¢¢ beef, pork, corn, beer, clothing, and other
o« neceflaries.  And page 69.

¢ their thips.””
Navigation dear, it for that reafon deprives
us of the Fifhing-trade, the great nuifery of
Seamen, which cannot' be carried on but by

a cheap nav1gat1on to. vie with the Dusch and

* Frenchy in which we make no progrefs worth
fpealsmg of : therefore, in this:cafe, this a&

has deprived us of Seamen, inftead of increa-
fing them; and the acquifition of foreign -
Seamen,. in any degree, being prevented by

this act, gives a monopoly. to our own Sailors ;
by thch means,  in war-time, or any: {purt

-of trade, they cxaét near double the wages

that torexgn feamen are content with ; which

‘opprefles our Merchants, brings our goods

dear to all markets, givingforeign manufactu-

rers a great advantage: againft our own; and

- our Sailors lying hi d in order to get gxcater
< . - -wages

And in page 68. he

the Dutch al-
¢ low free commerce to all foreigners .and:
Now, as this aét makes our.

;
i
3
.
!

- on of Jmﬁ? cattle,

wages Dy their monopoly in the Merchants

{ervice, is one, nmongi’t other reafons, of the

difficulties we find in mamning the hlngh
fhips. ~ Roger Coke, in his Drﬁawfe on Trade,
pubhihed i 1640, page.27. fays, ¢ Thattwo

¢ years after the Rump makmg this law, the

¢ building of fhips became : penny dearer,
¢ and Seamen’s wages {o excefﬁvc, that we
¢ have wholly loft the. tlades to. Mzszzy
¢ and Greenland thereby.” ,

- Seventh Monopoly. Lafws to premm the €X'
pom‘zw of woollen manufaitures from Ireland.

After the fear that the value of our lands

fhould be leffened by the improvement of
Ireland, had produced ‘a deftructive prohibiti-
s as has'been proved already 5
the peeple of that country being neceflitated
to find,out fome other employment for their
Iands, turned their thoughts to the breechncr
of theep and raifing a growth of woeol 3

fooner .was this effected, but a pl’Ohlblthlil

enfued on our part to export the manufaCtures

made of that wool. This prohibition on the
drifh hath ruined the woollen-trade of Britain,
and raifed that of France ;

and that is Framce; one pack of Irifb wool
works up two pqcks or more of French wool,,
which is double the damage to Britain, that
the openmg the exports. of . ‘woollen goods

Fa ' from :

Decline of the Foreign Trade. 63

for unlefs the Irifp
are {uffered to export: wwllen goods, ' they

muft fell their raw wool to the beft bidder,,
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from Ireland would be; and Framce, by lef
fening her taxes in times of peace, enabling
thereby her people to:work cheap, could af-
ford to give large prices for Irifb wool, and
became the chief market for it, having there-

by raifed for exportation an immenfe cheap

- {aleable manufacture, which their own wool
was not capable of deing: as this increas’d,
 that of - Britain declinedy and tho’ they are
now increafing and we dechmng, yet ftill this
fear, or rather infatuation, about the value of
- our lands, makes us perfift in a prohibition
that net only hurts the Irifb, ruins ourfelves,
but enriches the French : for as the cafe now
ftands, either Ireland or France muit have the
Woollen-manufacture 5. Britain, by reafon of
its heavy taxes and monopolies: that make
labour dear; being out of the queftion. - The
- Irifb export clandeftinely fome camblets to
Lifbon, and underfell the' French 5

‘their hands: And fhall we compliment the
French with a trade that we deny our own fub-
jects? Nay, one third of what Ireland gets, cen-
ters here atlaft :  and thall we refufe fuch afum
which the Irifp would fnatch from our. enes
| mws, and prefent to us? e

therefore
the Irifb can recover the Woollen- trade out of

bi
i

e
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“And in p. 400.. ¢ he computes the value of

Decline of the Foreign Trade:.

11, Of Iil-judged Laws. SR

The laws which give a bounty on exported
corny fifh and flefby are wvery pre]udzcml 1o -our
manufaliures. |

- For wages dependmg on the h1gh or low
pnce, corn, fith and fleth bear, the bounties on
their exportation ferve only to feed foreigners

cheaper than our own people, to run away .

with our trade : the pretence of encouraging
tillage by a bounty on corn can have no weight
now f{ince our great improvements on huf-
bandry, much lefs if we erected magazines

of corn in every county againft times of -

{carcity: Foreignersnever buy provifions till

~ they want them, and then they muft have

them whether we: gwe bounties or no.. The

Britiflh Merchant, vol.2. p. 247 fays, “ If we
“ were to become a province to France,
¢ we thould be obliged to give a bounty on
¢ wool as we ‘de on our corn, that mee..

“ might . have it cheaper than our people.”

¢ the manufacture in' our woollen-goods in
¢ general, at three times the value of the

“ wool.”  Now I appeal to all men of fenfe, ',
whether it be not much more prejudicial in
this cafe, to feed the werkman cheaper, than’
the manufaéture
being as three to one in our woollen-trade

to fell cheaper the material :

~only, a bounty on exported wool, tho’ ab-

| furd and deftructive,. ftops there s but boun=
o ~ * ties
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ties on exported corn, fifh, and flefh, ferve to.
feed the French cheaper than our own people,
to. run away not only with our woollen, but
alfo our filk, linen, and iron manufatures;
every: thing we can undertake, all trade, all
mavigation. Is not this condut more abfard,
more deftru&ive? Could we have aéted more
{ervilely had we become a province to France,
or rather is not this the way to make us {o?
All attempts to confine our wool at home
muft prove vain until our people are eafed of
‘Taxes, Monopolies, -and Ill-judged Laws e~
- qually with or beyond foreigners : for while
the French can underwork us fo much, they
can afford to give vaft prices for our wool;

and what effect any prohibition will have a»

gainft vaft profits; the reader may judge,
- The penalty of death hinders not bullion from
~being brought away from Spain and Portugal.
Sir. Fofiab Child remarks upon: this. fubje@

of our- wool,. in his 77a& of Trade, p. 157;
- ¢ That they that can give the beft price for
¢ a commodity, fhall never fail to have it by
‘¢ one means or other, notwithftanding the
¢ oppofition of any laws, or interpofition of
¢ any power by fea or land-; of fuch force,
- ¢ {ubtlety, and violence, is the general courfe
¢ of trade.” It feems fomething furprifing,
- that fuch fmall countries as the Brizyb Iflands
fhould be ever fuppofed to grow fufficient
quantities of wool, and that of peculiar forts
e S too,

=™
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too, to glut all the world with its manys

factures 5 or that it fhould be thought a rea~

fonable anfwer to the queftion,. How comes
our woollen-trade to decay? to fay, The
quantities made are too great for the cone
fumption, did we not frequently meet ‘with

it in converfation.
350th part of the computed fuperficies of the
whole earth; to think that one part with only
what it can fpare from its own confumption,

“fhould be able to overftock with a commodity
- univerfally: neceflary 349 other parts, is

ftrange. ~ But the folution of the myftery: is

this, that we, by our taxes and: monopolies,

cannot give the manufatture the vent it for-
merly had, or is now capable of ; for the
material is fo far from being a drug, that

foreigners give any price forit, and we are

forced to attempt the preventing its expor-
tation by fevere penal laws. ’Tis therefore
the manufature, that being raifed to an ex-
fravagant price by taxes and laws, which

make provifions dearer to our own people than
to foreigners, we cannot give vent to near-

home, and are deprived doing of it in the re-

mote trades to i parts of the world by our
monopolizing companies, whereby greatquan-

tities - of . woollen-goods being crowded for

fale into a few ports, become confequently
defpis’d and undervalued 5 whereas, was our

trade. quite free, we fhould fend but fmall
. - | - quantities

Decline of the Foreign Trade.. 6

‘Thefe Iflands are not the

o
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quantities of woollens to the refpective nume-
rous ports we then traded - to, which would
naturally increafe their price; for being the

beft manufactured, as they grow {carce, they

would become efteemed and demanded, info-
much that we might be obliged to import
wools ourfelves to anfwer the demand. - "Tis
~our ill management of our trade, and that
only, which enables Foreigners to deprive us
even of our natural advantages, of which our
woollen-trade is one.
 Our laws relating to our poor are a vaft en
gouragement to Idlenefs.

By obliging Parithes to maintain their owm
poor, we intitle them to a certain mainte-
nance, whether they deferve it orno; fothat
when provifions are cheap, they won’t work

" above half the week, but fot or idle away-

~ half their time, laying nothing up for fick-

" nefs or old age, becaufe the Parifh muft pro-
vide for them then. This is one of the rea-
fons why the wages of our fervants and la-
bourers are {o exceflive high, becaufe our laws
providing for the idle, none will work with-
out being extravagantly paid; whereas, had

they nothing to depend upon.but their in-
duftry, or the character of it to recommend.
them to the charitable in their misfortunes,.
they would be glad of conftant work at mo--

derate prices, to fupport themfelves; be more

frugal to make a referve againft times of
B S adverfity,

Decline of tr’aeaFarez'gn;Trédezi - 69

adverfity, and more ftudious to deferve that

relief they might want. |
Befides, thefe laws are vaftly unjuft 5 for
. the Poor’s Rates being very high, are a h,eavy
tax on the induftrious to maintain the idle:
and as every pofitive tax muft raife the pricé;
of labour and gooeds, the induftrious are there-

~ by {till more opprefled, and the fale of our
- goods -hindered abroad; for our labour is

grown fo exceflively dear, that we lofe all
trades where forcigners come in competition

* TIdlenefs is ftill more éncéuragéd by tkhé:‘

defects of our laws againft vagabonds : a free
people are always brave, and the brave ak

~ways compaflionate ; which being a diftin-

guithing character of our people, they are

cafily impofed on by the leaft appearance of |

diftrefs ; fo that fome beggars who can coun-.
terfeit mifery well, get more money in a day
than many diligent labourers, to ‘the ‘great
difcouragement of the induftrious, who fee
idlenefs fo. well rewarded ; whereby our roads.
and ftreets fwarm with beggars, ~all the di-
fturbance they meet with being, now and:
then, turned by a Beadle out of his parith in-

“to the next; which is only fhifting the evil
- from one door to another, but works no re-

- formation. - And if an inquiry could be made
Wwto. the manner that our poor ,nowf”fpendi,”

thofe:

™
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~ shofe alms they receive from their parifhes,

T believe the greateft part thercof would ap-

-pear to be fquandered away in drams, and.

«that the bulk of them are maintained only to
.get.drunk. s

The fuffering people to fine for parifh-
.offices is one of the greateft defects in thefe
laws 3 for the better fort of houfe-keepers pay-
ing to {ave themfelves the trouble of putting
our laws in force, the execution of them is
leftito the inferior, who have not time to

- fpare from their callings to do it well; who

are too often tempted to {fquander away the
money raifed for thepoor in feafting, or turn

it to their profit by furnithing work-houfes

withneceffaries at extravagant prices; where-

by the parifiioners are high-rated, and the

parifhes brought intodebt. -~~~
. It is a common faying, That.our lawsare

“igood, but ill executed :: to which Lanfwer, That
~alaw not executed, is worfe thapno law at

all; therefore cannot begoed :for the weaks

mefs of alaw appearing by its being evaded,
- makes the people have amean-opinion of the

wifdom of the legiflature; and brings a con-

tempt on eur laws in.general ; therefore muft. .
be bad. A law that, by its rewards or
punifhments, does not enforce obedience to:
~ its commands, is in effet no law at all ; and:
- wrhat has no effe, does no good.. .

Decline of the Foreign Trade,

Our laws that create bigh duties and penalties
«are extremely cruel. | i .
‘The humane ftudiers of the art of govern-
ment - are defired to refle®, how like fuch
laws are to the character the Parfons give us
of the devil 5 the high duties make the tem:
ptations, and the penalties deftroy men for fall-
ing: into them. Befides, the bulk of man-
kind mutt live as they can, not as they will;
it fome means fail, they muft try others :
now to make trade criminal, when in the na-
ture of things it is-not fo, is cutting off the
means the people have of living, 7. ¢. ftarving
Our laws that fix and feitle the proportion be«
sween our gold -and filver coins, are very preju~

- dicial.

- For as the metals themfelves vary here in
value weekly as the proportion chan ges abroad,
one or other of our coins muft be carried a.
way with lofs to the nation, asis often the
cale with our filver coins; as for example,
fx pound of ftandard filver is coined into 62 5.
10 that one pound and % therefore make 635,

-and exchanges for three guineas. B g’
| &+ . By Caftaing’s
paper of February 3. 1740, flandard filver

was at 5. 7 1 d, per ounce, which makes for
one pound and &5 684. 7 & 4. being above -

" 55..7 ¢ d. more than the currency ; almoft

| 1ine per cent: lofs to us, and gain to foreign--

¢rs who carry away our filver coin. Can we
o ~ wonder

[ B
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- Yy - An Effay ;ozz;;fbe Caufes of the

wonder at the fcarcity of ‘it when we make
it fo profitable an article to be carried awa.yiﬁ
M. Locke obferves in his Confiderations, &c.
page 167.  If your law fet it, 4. e. the pro-
« "portion of gold to filver at 15, when 1t1s
¢ at the frec market-rate in the neighbour-
“ ing countrics as 16 to I, will they not {fend
¢ hither their filver to fetch away your gold
« at, % lofs to you? Or if you will keep 1its
« rate tofilver as 15 to 1, when in  Holland,
- & France, and Spain, its market-value is but’
« 14. will they not fend hither \t\h!eu' gold
¢ and fetch - away your filver at 5 lofs to
“ you ? this is unavoidable, if you will make
¢« money of both gold and filver at the fame

¢ time, and fet rates upon them by law in

- ¢ refpec of one another.”
. And here it may not be improper to ob-
ferve, that our expenfive law-fuits are de.
ftruétive to trade, making traders often {ub-
mit to impofitions rather than feek a remedy,
that by its expence often proves worfe than
the difeafe; or where juftice is uncertain to

~ be obtained through the unfkilfulnefs of the

courts of law, which feldom fully comprehend
~the intricacy of mercantile difputes and. ac~
‘counts.  The council confefs it in open court,
“and often perplex a caufe by their ignorance,

. which they fhould clear up by thclr.‘-know-;
“ledge ; and many times the Judge in fum-

ming up the evidence, will fay to the \J;%;y;- N |

- that the difpute is 2 matter of tvradé whichI |

’ v o
don’t: underftand, and you do ; and many
~caufes have by cautious Judges been recom-~

‘mended to be left to the reference of fome of
the Jury, ending at a great expence what

might have been done without any worth
mentioning. It would be juft as reafonable
for Lawyers to confult Merchants in points
of law, as Merchants them in points-of trade,
cafes in which they are equally ignorant, - B’ez’

fides, to what avaft expence are not creditors
put in taking out commiffions againit bank--

rupts, which of all cafes fhould be attended

- with the leatt, and where lofles are already

but too b&d; iS it not :barbarous to make

: - them worfe by a heavy expence? for the reft,

th‘;: reader is referred to Sir Fofiab C‘bz'ld’s?.
Difecour /e on Trade, page 141. where this {ub-
je¢t is finely treated on, .

T'thall now attempt to fhew in fome de-

giee, the amount of our Monopolies and IIl- -

judged Laws. .
Though it be above my capaciry poi
| . pacity to point
out exactly the advance in-the priZe_s OI:” our

goods, occafioned by each {eparate Monopol
or lll-judged Law, that ruins our trade, (I)’r.t%)r’ .

fix the utmott degree that our taxes joined to

them carry the artificial value to; yet an at<

tempt at fome amount, fufficient for our pur-

woad b BRI
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i our greatelt concern, the example fhall be
~drawn from that. . |

¢ pay 20 for taxes.” That work the?- un;
 taxed would be only 50 livres, and 20 ;gxiz.
~charged on 50, is juft 40 per cent. taX o
bour.  The Dutch tax_‘es:h.ave?been con e,
 yably raifed fince De Wit’s time to fupport o
" French wars, which may amount £0 as muct

“yate,” 1 fhall fuppofe the increafe only at 10
per cent. making in all 50 per ‘fmt‘. tax on

ing um intereft.”
~ « 800,000 L Sterling per annum 1n
' wide The View of the Taxesy &e. dzmng Queen
- Aunés war, reprinted in 1743, P 4+

' otherwife they would not covet it fo-much as

© vain,to prevent their having it.

¥ 7 4 o AnFﬁyon the Caufes of the

pofe, may be made. ~ As our woollen-trade
Jpoic, -may | 1Ce

. - . b . . ; ] | ; fays,

Wit in his Memotrs, page 57, ‘

66 Tzf)lit the.making a;piece of cloth in Holland
«¢ coafts 70 livres, of which the workmen

‘ ‘ | to make the
again for ought Iknow; but to make I
i%?culation a%pear the fairer by being mode-

Dutch labour. ~ -

¢ The war in 1672. created fo largea

| € w 7% ) 4 only,
& debt, that the province of Hollan
7 'paid, 8o tuns -of gold, which is near

Englifb wool fmuggled to foreigners, fells

at above 50 per cent. advance on the: Englifh |
price ; they find it anfwers as well or better,

than any other foreign wools they import,
they do; or we make fo many feverc laws.in

'\In

triple the value, and triple cofts-of fuit.

~ Dedine of the Foroign Trade., g

I the Obfervations on Britif wool, P53, |
the author f{uppofes the value of a pack of
Englifp combing-wool, at 6/, The weight:
of a pack of weol being 240 pounds, is jult
6d per pound. Inp. 23.he fays, The price
of Englifb and Irifb combing-wool at Zbse-
ville was (about the year 1738) at 104, and:
10z Sterling the pound; which laft price is
* 10/, 105. a pack, and juft 45 per cent. ad-
vance on the Englifb price ; . which will not |
be thought extraordinary, when a furvey is
taken of the penalties the fmugglers incur by
our laws, if detected, (befides the charges of
thipping, &¢.) for, . T

By the gth and soth. of William 1T wool found cap--
‘rying towards the fea in Kent and Syffex, unlefs entered,
and fecurity given, is forfeited, with 3% per pound )
By the oth and roth of William III. wool laden on !
any fhip for exportation, unlefs entered, and fecurity gi--
 ven, is forfeited, with 3 s. per pound penalty.
By the 12th of Gharles II. mafter and mariners know-.
ing thereof, and affifting, to forfeit all their goods and..
chattels, and fuffer: three months imprifonment.
By the 7th and $th of William 111, perfons-aflifting in.
the exportation, to fuffer three months imprifontnent,,,
‘without bail or mainprize. : SR
By ditto, The inhabitants of a place out of, or through -
which the wool is carriéd or-exported; are to forfeit 20 /. *

if the goods be under the value of 10/ but if above,

- By ditto; Tobe recovered by aftion. againft. the ‘owm‘
ers and their afliffants, - T SR ;
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- 96 An EfJay on the Canfes of the
-;."‘_By the sth of.Geé}'ge II. wool feized on board any

&

~tackle and furnitare to be forfeited.

veflel without cocket or warrant, the veflel, her. guns,

By the 4th of George I. perfons not paying the fum re-
covered in three months, the Court may order tranf-

. portation for feven years, as for felony.

},’ | The Dutch have vinat;i‘rely: baeét us: but' of the
_trade to Portugal in the middling forts of

" cloth, between 8 and 11 5. per yard ; and I

. may be fairly computed to have 50 per cent.

advance upon it in the price of its wool and

* taxes on its labour, and yet comes cheaper |

to a forcign market than an Englifb one; the

~ Jatter muit have a fickitious value of above
~ that fum upon it; and as 1 per cent. is fuffic
cient to turn the fcale of a trade that is in.

" quilibrio, 1 fhall compute the fictitious value

" on the expences of our. people is above:

. of an Englifb cloth but at 51 per cent. .

o In page‘4.z.,the am}sur;t of- our Taxésv

} 31 }Se}ﬂ cent.

k”'Tﬁérefofe'dlé,_’li/lﬁnopolieé ah&-lll%jﬁdged R
b ~‘ngsthat;aﬁ'e§’cdx_isqlothmay’b_‘g:aboyt : v

"Together 51 perﬁ'.i:c‘ent.‘

A

© 20 per cent. |

e — ——pd

~ appeal to our Clothiers, if the mixt cloths
. made for expor_tation,ybetweenfthofe_ prices, |
" are not reduced to a mere trifle in quantity, |
“to what they were formerly; or rather, if
‘hardly any be made. A Dutch cloth then

- quences, as above

Judged: Laws, with part of their confequences

~ which 'is forced to raife above double the-
, @f fervice; -Wherc:by 1nunm11rs and difcontents-
\_.:a-:rlfe_, the people grow: fooner impoverifhed,,.

and unable to raife the fupplies 5 for above:

| ﬁs"f}ﬂ?ﬂss;_- we are forced to raife the fame money
80 mainiain 112,500 men, as the French doto

- Merchant, vol. 1. page 7.5 and if the fame dif- |
~ €yes to make our fecurity greater, by throw-
ing outall fictitious value from our l;a%vwﬁ nd;f-; S

’d”“»ngﬁr@fu&cnﬁmics on more equal. terms..

Decline of the Fé‘i‘ezgn'ﬂ%ﬂlgﬁg,
A bale of Englift cloths now cofti H L
Has included in that price an artif%ci%l b
value arifing from Taxes, lMoncpolies,E o

and Tll-judged Laws, with their confe- s

Which being fabtradted, the natural ~ S

value of this bale of cloths, if freed frem & = L. 49

Tax¢§, &e. would be only
L 51 charged by Taxes, Monopolies, Il

on 49 /. isabove 104 per cent. and is fo far.
an artificial value added to eur coeds, at a
Iow co gy o y ab @
OW computation. |

a %ei.ides:thc prejudice done to trade by this

artificial value we give our goods, it likewife
weakens and. diftreflfes the Government,,

S e — o . :
& BN e R T -
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fums neceffary-on - the people for every piece:-

o

T

half the value of every thing we want being

5 e

ference of expence holds in the fleets, that
: oI expence holds i the fleets, that !
{ingle confideration fhould, I think, Op,e,n our &

goods, to be able to cope with thefe our enly:

- G3 IV 0w
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" the mother of vice; and amere ftock-holder
| "being the idleft perfon upon earth, has no-

IV. Our large National Debt. |

- This is fraught with many inconveniences..

Firft, It has ruined our trade, by ferving
for a pretence to continue thofe taxes on coms:
modities; the deftru@®ive  confequences of

~syhich to trade I have before proved.

" Secondly, Tt deftroys private credit. T he
Annals of Europe for the year 1739, p. 444>

* Suftly remark,  That thefe funds firft drew
%< out of private hands moft of that money.

L

¢ which thould, and otherwife would have
¢ been lent to our Merchants and Tradefmen';
¢ this made it difficult for {uch to borrow

o}

[ 2]

“this -difficulty foon made it unfafe to lend
4t money upon fuch fecurity; - which “of

% courfe deftroyed: all private credir, and |
% greatly injured our trade in general.

 Thirdly, 1t encourages idlenefs ;. for feveral
_ people making from 3 to 4 per cent. of their
 money {leeping, are mere drones in‘the hive,
- improving no land, nor extending any trade..

Fourtbly, Tt encourages luxury; idlenefs is

thing to ftudy but how to kill-time by vani-

~ ties and luxuries, in which this nation has of
Jate days made a great proficiency. - :

.

" Fifthly, Tt waftes the body-politic;

g = PRAIEES SO Al £ Yl N S

- % any money upon ‘perf‘onalv? fecurity; and.

X fora
- great part of our National Debt (computed by
fome at 20 millions) belonging to Forcigners - |8

R S
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: Decline of 1 /796 Foreign. Tm de. ?g

- not refiding here, but whofe intereft is remit-  * |
ted abroad, they are in the fame ftate with
refpect to the nation as landholders-abfentees.
-~ thofe cankers to the riches of a country, fupi
pofing the intereft remitted. abroad to Fo-
- reigners to.be only 750,000 /. per annum.
¢~~If our trade prove but a little beneficial, fo
large a fum going out yearly will certainly

keep us poor..

| _«If our trade brings us in nei‘t;hen: profit 61:
lofs, and the current cath of the nation'is 12 = - |
millions, the intereft paid Foreignersin 16 =

years will run away with it all,

B@t'lf the gcperal balance of our tra‘dé |
comes to be againft us, the fending abroad
“yearly money to pay that balance, joined to . -
the above 7 50,000 /. per annum intereft, mutt
bring deftruction upon us like a whirlwind,® -
So fine a fituation. have oqur debts"b'rought |
ustod o o T
Having thus made ourfelves trib&téries t({) ’}

foreigners, poverty muft be our portion ; for

a forelgner, who for fifty years paft. has re- =
| ceived from us for his dividends in our funds
{1000 /.. yearly, computing the i,ilterei’c._f‘o%f,'
money at 4 per cent. only, has drained us of e
: 156511.‘51. having his capital il unfatisfied.
Nay this plunder, tho’monftrous, is much

| 1ind'era- rated ; for the intereft. of -Inoney stthe
beginning of this term of years was much
'gfcater than 4 Z)er Ct?ﬂf.«g‘ but,' not bemg S

able
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g6 Aﬂ E_ﬂlzy on t/.ve Caujés o the
~ able to learn the exa® times of the reductis

. difcontent hlmfelf with a mode{’c, though

~ of the decline of our Foreign Trade, will ap- }
- pear by demonftrating them to be the caufes. |
of the {muggling of our wool to France. |

| »thefe Taxes, e, caufe dear labour; it only
i\ now remains to prove that deamei"s of labour:»
o caufes the {muggling. - |

~eft.  The value of the labour in the bale of il
_eloth cofting 100/. mentioned in page 77.. |
~according to the Britifb Merchant, wvol. 2

~ wool, p. 21. the author afferts French labour |

. swan can a:fford to give 50./. juft double the

- Englijb price ; which difproportion of price,.
eaul‘ed by thefe Taxes, &¢. while they-con-
tmue, will carry away our wool to France,
- in fpite of all the penal laws we can make, fg
hanging, that is IOfmg our people, to fava
o eur woo!, -

e i e e

-e‘an" e S

And this wool fmuggled to the Frem'b is
by them manufatured and fent to foreign
markets, to rival and fink our own manu--
factures; fo that by the above caufes we
furnifh them with the weapons Wherethh ~
1ey cut our own throats..

ons of mtereit the reader muft content of

ihamefu.l account,.
~That thefé Taxes, Monopolies, 11l Judged
Laws and National Debts, are the true caufes

To conclude this ﬁrﬁ he'ld

- The Foreign T rade of every - cozmiry muﬂ cle- »

'clme, that .. |
Lays unequal taxes and oppzefﬁve exc1fes "

on its people. . |
Cramps its t.rade, the fountain of rlches, by'

hlgh cuftoms and prohibitions. -

~Suffers many monopolies. s

| 0ppreﬁ"es its people by prohlbmng the im-

pmtatlon of victuals, under the pretence’ Qf

raifing the value of its lands, |

~ Gives bounties to feed forexgners cheaper

than its own people.

| Encourages idlenefs by bad laws relatmg

to its poor. '

‘It has been.proved under this firft hiead that

- Theé beft bidders for wool are the buyers?,
and that muft be thefe who work the cheap- |

2. 400. is 75 J. In the Obfervations on Britifh .

to be i 1 cheaper than Englifb, that is 50/; |
therefore an Englifbman can afford to give bu:t |

a5 /. for the fame wool for which a “French- i for lefs than its intrinfic valua.

Makes the obtaining juftice chargeable.

peace.

the natmall l d £, |
. And Y y lea us to treato
| A 7 P A R. ’E

~

Eeclme of ibe Forezg;z T mde. ‘_ 8*

Tempts f@relgners to carry away its com o
Suffers a heavy national debt, contracted — §
in time of war, to contmue unpald In time Qf

Thefe are the caufes of the decline of our' i
Fore1gn Trade, which' having made appes:r, g
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" Ductne of the Foreign Trade, g3

- Wools of this value lying yearly on hand,
-muft make a glut ; the farmers ‘puth to fell at
market, but in vain, unlefs at under-prices;
for the Wool-ftaplers, finding the demand de-
creafe, decreafe in number themfelves ; fome
break, fome leave off trade, fome take to o-
‘ther trades ; for many fellers with great {tocks
‘on hand, and few buyers, naturally fall the
markets, and the Landlords prefling the Te+
nants for rent, and threatning to {eize if pay-
~ments are not made, the wool muft be foldat _
any rate to raife money; and there being:
yearly 68,000 /. lefs money brought into the 1?
nation to be laid ‘out in wool than in former
times,  the price muft be {till lower on that ~ §
account ; -the lower the produce fells, the lefs
rent the Farmer can give for land; the
worfe the markets, the greater arrears of rent |
‘the Farmer runs into; and Taxes, Monopo- - |
lies, &. making labourand neceffaries grow I
dearer, and the decay of foreign trade making ‘
the wool fell cheaper, muft break him in the 4
end, and then the farm is thrown on the . |
Landlord’s hands, who, unwilling to fall the |
rent, keeps it in the management of Stewards |
or Bailiffs, whofe profit and charges feldom =
make it pay the old rent, but generally ends
In mortgaging the land, or felling it; andas
thefe cafes grow more frequent, more eftates
will be at market, and confequently the lefs =

Y \HE Reafons why the decline of Foreignc
R Trade finks the value of land.
Viclt, By [finking the markets at home.
For the produce-of land being rendered ex-
eeflively dear, by the caufés before-mentioned,. -
foreigners will not take its fuperfluities ; and
labour being by the fame caufes rendered ex-
eeflively dear too, we cannot manufature or.
improve that produce, nations that can afford.
cheaper fupplying the markets abroad: fo
that the produce of the lands not being car--
- ried off as ufual, muft become a dead ftock on.
the farmeérs hands, and caufé great quantities-
to be crowded into the markets; where be-
ing encouragement but for few buyers, the:
price naturally; falls: - as for inftance, the de-
clining demand for our woollen goods abroad,,
falls the price of wool at home. =~

" Suppofe that in 1699. we exported to ) =
- Turkey 40,000 cloths, the value of raw »  L..80,060.
.~ wool in each being 2./. amounts to- v )

Suppofe that in 1738 we exported to %

~ Turky 8,000 cloths, the value of raw &
wool in cach being 1 /. 10, 5. amounts to 3y

12,000

e

" The difference of the value of woolQ L. 68 630‘ ‘
; ex£°§tedinthofetwoyeags" . S ." ) ’ :

i

T

§] prices they will ferch, -

S S
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' Secondly,
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| breaking of his Tenant, who has

~ on the parifhat 1 5. 6. . per week each,

- The difference to the land-holdef m } L 316,‘8‘oé

to burden the land. . , :

The poor, wanting employment, muft be
fupported by the land; if foreigners give them
work, they give them bread ; but when trade-
cannot maintain them, land muft. When
the Poor’s Rates are heavierthan the Tenant

Secondly, By increafing the number of poo;*

~.can bear, the Landlord muft pay them, ei-
~ ther by allowance in the rent, or by taking

the farm into his own hands j or elfe by the

paid- that

money to the Poor’s Rates his Landlord fhould

have received. o
Suppofe in- 1699 the labour of the

~ above 40,000 cloths to have given em- »~40,000 people

ploymentto = ,
Suppofe in 1738 the labour of the

~above 8,000 cloths to have given -em~§ 8,000 people .

ployment to -

_ The difference is

Suppofe thefe 32,000 people to have
earned by their labour: formerly from ).
foreigners 6 /. per annum each, it amounts {

~But, wanting employment, they come" S
- 124,800

‘which for one year amounts to - -

ons year is

" Foras the land by the deéaybf Fdfeigﬁ

Trade, receives not the firft fum, and is by

32,000 E\e'oiplé

L. 192,000 |

| . rent can be given for land.

A . ) e s

the fame caufe faddled with the -lafter, it

makes an annual difference of the above two
fums to the landholders in this fingle branch

~of labour ; and is the fame in proportion for
“all other decayed branches of trade. =
- Thirdly, By decreafing the fiock of people.

- For as employment leflens, the moft in-

duftrious, rather than ftarve herey will fly to
other countries where trade can maintain.
them ;  fo the confumption of thefe .beingf ‘
taken away, the demand at market muft

grow lefs, and of courfe rents mutt fall ; yet
the Farmers charges muft grow greater ; for
the fewer hands, the higher wages are.  This
muft break him in the end, and produce all
the confequences following that misfortune,
mentioned in the firft remark « Befides, ’tis

men that trade, and bring in money ; there-
fore the fewer they are, the lefs money will

be brought in 5 and the lefs money, the lefs

- Fowthly, By decreafing our rickes.

This_is a confequence of the above 't111'eé,'
- remarks ; for having fewer goods capable of -

being exported by reafon of their dear price,
and our manufactures declining, muft in time
be loft 5 therefore the importation of foreign
goods muft naturallyincreafe, and more money
go out to pay for them. LT

I have laid it down as an u'ndoubted' tluth

in page 1.~ ¢ That nations which have no

H - “ mines
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L
¢ therewith the value.of their lands, rife and
< fall in proportiony; -which I fhall now

mines of gold and filver, have no'meanste
¢« get them but by foreign trade; and accord-
¢« ing to the degree of thefe-metdls they pof~
{efs, the prices of .their commodities, and

[ ot

" The Britannia Languens, page 12. fays, “ If

- & there were but 0o/, in England, an ox
~ ¢ could hardly.be worth a penny;” therefore
_the rent: muftbear its proportion to the riches.

This appears by Maitland’s Hiftory of London;
~ for he fays, :that in the year 961 land fold at
1 5. per acre.

. per a The reafon that land then
bore fo low a-price, was, the low price the

produce fold at; for he fays that in the year
1000, an Ox fold for 25.6d. a Cow for 2s.
@ Sheep for 1 s.and a Swine for 8 d. This

could be only owing to the little foreign trade

" the nation then had, and confequently to the
little quantity of gold and filver trade had then -

brought in. | . |
 But if it fhould be afked, What is the
reafon that at prefent all things are naturally

o much advanced in price, to what they
~were in thofe days? the anfwer is, That the

quantities of gold andfilver brought to Exrope,
fince the progrefs made by the Spaniards and

 Portuguefe in America, have made thofe metals
‘more common and of lefs value than former-

7 SRR PR Tamutaons s el et s SEE D i e I i =
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ly 5 fo that 20s. will hardly purchafe w

o + will hardly purchafe what
1.s. would before the di v of the 177
Indies. ‘ 1 difcovery of the /-

The Spaniards and Po’rmgu% don’t t;hrow;

- away their gold and filver for us to pick ups
we have no mines of thefe metals, thercfore -

could not. get fuch quantities as we have but

| by‘ Fur trad»‘e” to Spain. and Portugal, or to
thole countries that had an ovet-balance upon |

them, and were over-balanced by us..

So that the prefent natural price of land

and its produce, is the i |

_ propertion of
and filver that foreign tradt}é’ ‘hath groggll;‘z'
mro and left in the nation. If the ‘pr:e.feﬁtw

~quantity was to be doubled by foreign t
the natural price of land, agd i\ts“gi)ro.cﬁcci::g |

muft be fo too ; for according to the price

the farmer can fell his commodi er.
- el ty at market,
he can pay. fO_I'- the rent of land,: .azlrd:no Other: ; '

wife. If our foreign trade decavs until the
prefent money i tghe nation beylslﬁgti‘lwggi,:

the produce of land muft fell for-
half the natural price it does now, and land:
mufc let at half the rent it natu’rally bears;
now ; but if we fhould go on declining, until®

- we have no more money left in the nation:

than there was in 961 or 1000, the prices of

land and its luc : '
its produce, can be no more than-
~ they bore in thofe days, Taxes, (. ,.dedu&e?ir} ..
Therefore if the landed-gentlémen havea.

mind to raife or fink the valie of their lands,.

g, S e
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the encouraging or difcouraging our foreigm
trade is the enly means to do either; fo clofely
united are land and trade; their true inte-
refts are the fame; they muit ftand or fall
together. S
The fum of all is this: that

‘What foreigners take from

~ others inftead of us, - | _
'What the poor have given Lﬁnks the value
 them inttead of buying, [ of lands.
- The {carcity of people, - J e

. The fearcity of money, S
il - Taxes, Monopolies, Ill-judged laws, and
' National Debts, are the caufes of the decline
' of our Foreign Trade; the decline of Foreign
" Trade caofes the above four calamities ; and
~ they fink the value. of lands. The Taxes,
Monopolies, 1ll-judged Laws, and National
‘Debts, are the caufes of all ; therefore they
?re the caufes of the decline of the value of
lands, > 0 e
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PART I

F the means to reftore the Foreign Tréde of

bl Brltain,‘ and _confequently the ij‘, of its:

It is a manifeft inftance of the grzeat e
tural advantages in trade this nation enjoys, .
that it hath not been ruined long 2g0 by»'tlieg:f'
confequences of our own ill-management ; as -
I fhall have f.req_uently,r_ occafion  to mcnt’iom- |
the former,. it will be proper- here to thew

- what they are ; and, as the Dutch and French

‘natural advantages with theirs. - |
. Firft, Our fituation  is the fecureft of anjﬁ’
in Enrope, not liable to the incurfions of our-
neighbours, as the Dusch and French are s we
have more good harbours than"wanyx.ﬁnatioil on
the continent; open all the year ; whereas -
the French ports for thips of any burden are-
few, and . thofe far afunder ;-and the Dutch:
ports few, dangerous, and froze up in the
}lelrtltcx;;v h\ Our }(}o‘untry.is healthy and plea-
,unwia 'olfo:??s-. o/land s, cold, ~marfhy, and
Secondly, Our government is the moft mild .

arc our great rivals in trade, to compare our-

;’;ﬁ;ﬁxlknt of any.in Europe; whereas the.:
yernment -in France is arbitrary,. aad.in.
Hd[dﬂd very: fevere. R X’f aﬁd_ m |

- Ha  Thirdy,.
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90 An Effay on the Caufes of thé
Tbirdly, Our plenty of proviﬁons exceeds
all Europe; no nation having that plenty of

" corn, flefh-meat, and fifh, that we abound in;

‘for Holland is deficient in the two firft, and
buys of us; and Framce cannot well victual

~ fhips without Iri/b beef ; and its harvefts be-
ing more precarjous than ours, the French are
- forced to make frequent purchafes of corn

from us.  Weare furrounded by the greateft

~ fithery in the world, which the French and

‘Dutch are both deficient in, and {eck at great

- hazard and expence on our coafts.

- Pourthly, Our Hlands abound in excellent
wool, coals, lead, tin, leather, butter, and

“tallow ; all which both French and Dutch are

deficient in, and forced to buy of us.

' ""'We have oak for fhip-building, which both
*Dutch and French want.

_ In our plantations
we build vaft numbers of thips, which the
French are deficient in, and forced to buy of

us, o

- As the Dutch are forced to purchafe every [,

thing, they are out of the queftion ;- but the [
French have vaft quantities of wines and
brandies; they have filk, oil, hemp, and flax ;
* in thefe, at prefent, we are deficient ; butwe | ;
have lands in our colonies for a trifle; fit to
raife them all cheaper than the French can do; |
‘befides other commodities which ' they want, |

fuch as rice, tobacco, pitch, tar, and mafts.

T Eily, |

4And the’ all the means neceflary thereto can-

~ Decline of the Foreign Trade. 9t
- Fifthly, Our Sailors are the moft expert,
and our fhips the beft built of any ; fo that
we could have the preference in the carrying
trade ; no merchant but would thip his goods
on an Englifh veflel at equal freight preferable
to one of any other country ; and the former =
can be infured at the cheapeft premium. ,
To all this may be added, that our pel)ple |
are brave, laborious, -and ftrong ; extreme
neat workmen, improving to the utmoft the
inventions of others : and our merchants the
moft generous and honourable in trade, with
whom all nations are fond to deal. P
‘With all thefe fuperior natural ad’vantages‘*
we cannot be hurt but by ourfelves; ’tis our
own. covetaus folly only that can undo us.
Had our trade been fuffered to take its na-
tural channel, foreigners could not have di.

‘verted its: courfe, nor ever can, unlefs thefe

natural advantages are annihilated ; and they
may as well attempt to fink our iflands in the
ocean, as while they remain to deprive us of -
the benefits refulting from their fituation and

‘produce, if we take only a refolution to open

our eyes ; fo that tho’ our wounds are deep, -
and -have brought us fomewhat low, yetr éré"- -
they not incurable ; if they are negledted, the
general decay muft be compleated in our ruin.
but with proper care we may rife to a more

flourithing condition than we ever yet knew.

not




ger A Eflay on the Cinfes of the-
~not be fuppofed: to fall within the compafs of
any oneman’s capacity, yet is it the duty of
every man; in time of need,.to contribute
fomething, though in part only, and by way
~of eflay.  As fuch, the followm propofals
are offered

i P Rﬁ o 155 OSALS.

20 - take off all our other taxes, excifes, and cu-

. portsfree.

| mg in. tmde.

-Com, and ereé? pub]zc Magazm@s
Coumy

. our poar

V. 70 pzzy off our Debfs by publzc bonds, bear-
: o datmg pczrt of our debts year{y

S e S

T R T

LT lay oneTax on the Confumers of Lzzxzme.rj :

Soms 5 and wben that. is done, 0. make. all our«

1L T ahol; /b our. Jmnopolzes, unite. Ireland
and put all our fellotw: fulyeﬁs on t/ae Jame faaf«-

III To wzz‘bdmw the Bazmz‘zes o expartm’
in- every.

V. 70 dzﬁmmge Idlene/}, by well- regulatmgj

ing intereft, negotiable by mdorfemem, and lzguz= g

 Fp

Frf PROPOSAL.

To lay one Tax on the C’anﬁzmers of Luxurzes, a
1o take off all our other taxes, excifes, and cu-
Sfoms 5 and when ﬂmt s done, to make all our
ports Sfree. v

The pl:;m of a Tax on h’ée Coﬂfumm of thxurzef

It s hereby prOpofed That all perfons o
ufing, wearing, or drinking the following -
articles of luxury as particulary fpecified, be
obliged to take out a licence yearly, paying
each one fubfidy for each article of . three -
halfpence in the pound only, on the computed :
income they fhould have to fupport the fta-
tion of life they voluntarily place themfelves -
in, by the article of luxury they ufc, ear,‘ |
or drink, as by the example underneath

Al.l perfons Computed incomes L. s. 4.~
I 1. Keeping two coaches and fix o [
4 for their ufe, | 80'00 B A
2. Uling difhes or plates of ﬁlver] - ‘§_" |
at their tables, commonly cal- 4000 o |25 00 Q
- led Services of plate, ﬁ' IR
. 3. Keeping a coach and fix for) E
,  their ufe, : Z,QOO -8 /‘azr".":;"
} 4 Keeping a coach and four for g o
- their ufe, . 1000 &_“3" 6 £ 5.;.;.0,
4t 5. Keeping 2 coach and a palr L83
for their ufe, , 800 Ty 5000
L ¢ N.B. Chariots, four-wheel’d chaifes, 1.8 o
b Go. areincluded in the term Coach,. - . TR
LT e e s 6. Wearxng
A _ .

Dedline of the Foreign Trade. 9 G
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6. Wearing jewels for their drefs,)
- befides necklaces,. {olitaires,
. rings, or ear-rings,

R

8oo.

i -them to ufe the fame.

‘the article they pay for themfelves, to entitle

Sy

1 12, Keepng

- 7. Keeping a‘fedan-chair.,fdr their-
ufe,.. ‘

'8.,W‘ea'ring “gﬁold and filver, men

" their gowns,
- fide-boards or tables, not ha-
- ving fervices, '
 10. Ulfing china fervices of difhes
“.and plates at their tables,
taires of jewels for their drefs,
befides rings-or ear-rings,
o a chair or chaife
. “with one horfe for their ufe,
¥4. Drinking wine in theirhoufe,
- lodging, orfervice; . . -
14. Wearing gold or. filver for
their drefs, except on coats,
gowns, hats or fhoes,
15. Wearing jewels. in rings or.
ear-rings,,

~16. Ufing no filver. plate but

- fpooms,. -

- 1%. Drinking brandy, rum, or
17. Drinking | y .

- any fpirits, iit houfe, lodging,
.or fervice, . -

- '18. Drinking tea, coffee, or cho-

~colate, in houfe, lodging, .or
- {ervice, . :

“ Hufbands to p;ay;, for their. Wivics‘-y .ihé

_ on their coats, and women. on}
9. Ufing filver plate for their?
J

S I

} ’$oo:}’
500

" 5:60'

590§

1. Wearing necklaces or foli,-.--l-' -
250

250

100,

(& )

2

100

> 5O

100 |

~ Three halfpence in the pound,

5%

bl

10l Al articles of the fame degree, or under |
il the article paid for, are included in it..

W Fathers, or mothers (if no father),.
i for each child under age the 5 of the article
3 26 || they payfor themfelves, to entitle them to

EEEN ~ ti ufe the {fame. o | i R R
Bachelors to be double-taxed, ifof 21 years
of age. DERTR T TN
No perfons keeping public-houfes'to have
mufick, nine-pins, fhuffle-boards, cock-pits,
; card, dice, draught-playing, or any gaming - |
{ in their houfes, out-houfes, fheds, yards,
ié gardens or grounds, for moneyor lighors, ex..
"‘fons ufing article 9. Thefe people 'beingi;th‘ew |
| great encouragers :of idlenefs, lu X.ury'," and
4! gaming, the great corrupters of the common
people, fervants, labourers, and manufadu-
rers, out of whofe induftry they idly live, -
1 tothe ruin of many poor families, and are a
y .;gr cat caufe of the vait increafe of the poor’s

’to pay

RS s 'r.r o

i

N
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It is not pretended that every article of
luxury neceflary to be taxed is here hit on.
with the feveral rates proper to be laid on
each; fuch things are too prefamptuous for -
4y private man, and befit only the wifdom of
; Athe legviﬂa&ture : all that is here attempted is
: of| vgnl}; to give a {pecimen of one tax on the
the b1 <0 umcrs‘of luxury only, the method of rai~

o | - SR fing
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" The Receiver-General of every county to
" ring the months of Fanuary and February,
' November, in the moft convenient town in §
| gach county; and to caufe attendance to be

ll givenon fuch days in the week as the Com:

. number of children under age ; with the num-

© fing it, with fome remarks-on the benefits

arifing thereby-to the nation.

R

- keep an open office to receive this tax, du-

 April and May, Fuly and Auguft, October and

. All perfons to_bring or fend their money
. to the Receiver-General’s office in their coun-

 ty, with- a fair written note, containing the
name of the county, town, and parifh, their |
titles or names, places of abode, wives, and |

- ber, tite, and amount Qf”thelarﬁd?th‘eyvpay i
- for fubfidies. S

" Every Receiver-General to deliver to the
- perfons, paying their fubfidies, a licence- for

’,r_»“,"vt.hat- year, in which- the above defriptions o
~*thall befpecified. M

- All perfons paying their fabfidies in the F
months of Fanuary and February, to have 3 B
per cent. on their licences allowed them; 1 g

the months of April and May, 2 per cent. 3 n | | :

the months of Fauly and Auguft, 1 per cent.;and

' noallowance afterwards ; whereby it will be g

the 'greateft expedition.

. All perfons before the end of the year muft
regifter their licences - with the Church-"
‘wardens of the parifh‘they live in ; perfons
living in extraparochial places, to regifter =
‘their licences in the parifh neareft’ to their

dwellings. . .

~ Perfons having houfes of refidence in feve- o
ral parithes to regifter their licences in each:
pariih 3 'lodge‘r‘s, and fervants, to regiﬁel“thcirf

licences only in one parifh. =~ ;
" 'One or both Church-wardens to attend at
the Veftry every Wednefday at ten in the

‘morning, to regifter the licences of the year, . |
| during fuch a number of hours as the Veftry .

| fhall judge . neceflary; whereby needlefs at-
tendance from their private affairs will be 1§

aVOidCd. [T

the pebple"s intereft to raifejthe ﬁ;bﬁdie; Wit’h;; .

e
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" Church-wardens not regiftering licences gs . ]

before directed, and tendered before witnef~ |

fes, to pay themfelves the penalty incurred by

their neglect, -

name of their patifh, and are brought to be

Church wardens to ‘keep a fé’pera-té'. j‘ ac- =
count of all thofe licences which have not the -

regiftered on account of Parifh-rates, by .

perfons having more than one houfe of refi-
defice. T T T e e T ey

a Church’-Wafdché_;tode‘poﬁteihf the;Vcﬁry,";f E

‘on the frf day of aniary, the lat year's er |

R

=
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Judgment of the income of the parith,

“ed in, the Veftry of every parifh within four-

- rent year, and how much in the pound on the
licences  computed to be regiftered in the

- the fame to be paid to the Church-wardens
mth\eVeﬂ:ry €
. tice.- . - - . ,
~ No perfon to be Tiable to pay any parifh-
- rates whatever, by any other rate. =~

- received their parifh-rates, on the penalty of

~ aforefaid, before the end of the year, for the
~“highet article of luxury they themfelves ufe,
- their wives, or children under age, to forfeit
- on convittion three times the fums not paid
~ for fubfidies and parifh-rates, to be divided as
| followss % to their parifh, to eafe their rates,
| . and 5 to the Receiver-General.
. The Receiver-General to pay no money
- but into t
500 /. -to the informer. AR,
- TheReceiver-General, or his Deputy, not

gifter of licences in their parifh, for the in-

- After the firft regifter, as above, is deliver- |

“teen days to compute their rates for the cur-

- current year will fully defray them, and order

very Wednefday by public no- |

. Church-wardens after the firft year not-to
- regifter any perfon’s licence, until they have = |

- paying themfelvesthe fines of the delinquents. - |
~ Perfons not regiftering their licences as

he exchequer, on the penalty of

| tofuc the county for a robbery, unlefs the
o T T efons

Decline of the Foreign Trade. g9
perfons carrying the money be three in com-
any. | o .
L ’I)‘/hei Receiver-General to fend up his ac-
counts to the exchequer, of EVEry two
months receipts as foon as poflible, dedu&ting
from the fum received 100/, for his falary
for one year, and ; per cent. for his charges.

 The Commiffioners of the Land-tax to be
the Commitflioners of this, for each’ county. -
! No perfon after the firft year, who does
| not pay for article nine, capable to be a
Commiffioner. o o
Veftries may order any in the parifhes they
fufpect of not having regiftred, or fully paid
their laft year’s fubfidies, to be apprehended
by their Conftable or Beadle, and carried

3
o

|ty to be examined ; and fuch perfons not pro-.
‘ducing their laft year’s licence, and Church. =

| warden’s receipt or receipts, and not proving .

that the faid licence was for the higheft ar- -

article to pay, not having ufed any; the faid

| committed to the houfe of correction, to .
[} appear at the next Commiffioners fittings,

- miflioners hands,
the faid fittings. S |
 Perfons giving fecurity, or depofiting the

s ~~ Iz ~ penalty,,

~or give fecurity to appear at

before one of the Commiflioners of the coun- ~

ticle they ufed, or elfe that they had not any,;j“

perfons not clearing themfelves to the fatif- -
.| fa&tidn of the Commiffioner, to be by him

unlefs they depofite the penalty in the Com- '

15 L i e 2o R et P, e — T e L B ~ -
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- penalty, to regifter their names and the

‘ty, before the firft day of the Commiflioners |
~fittings 3 otherways to.be proceeded againft §
- as guilty. o ;
. Keepers of houfes of correction to deliver
 into the Receiver-General’s office, before the
~ firft day of the Commiflioners fittings, a lifk
~* of the perfons names in their cuftody com-
_mitted by the Commiflioners.. |

" ‘make a regifter of all perfons names commit-
- ted, depofiting, or giving fecurity to be laid
- before the Commiflioners. at- their - fittings ;
to attend. there as their Clerk, and record
. the proceedings. -
. Commiffioners to fit to. hear caufes in the
- town the Receiver-General keeps his office
. in, during the months of March, Fune, Sep-
* tember, and December.. - . |
- Every Commiflioner to take an oath in o- |
" pen court the firft day he fits, that he will |
. vote according to juftice, without favour or
I partiality ; otherways to have no.vote. .

- chufe their Prefident, who fhall colle¢t the
_ votes, and order the Receiver-General, or his
- deputy, to record the proccedings. |

~ court, and determine caufes by majority of

An Effay on the Cz;uji’;i of -tloé:

names of their fureties, or the fums depofited,
at the Receiver-General’s oflice for the coun-

The Receiver-General, or his Deputy, to |

Commifioners, évery day they meet, to

Three or more Commiflioners to make a

o votes:

‘Decline of the Foreign Tradé:. 1ope
vfo‘t‘e's: .iif the votes are éq-uz{l,'- the 'defendant‘;
to be difmifled. IR
In all caufes determined by a lefs number
than feven Commiffioners, there may be an
appeal to feven or more, whofe determination
to be final. o o
No_ ,‘Commiﬁioner to have any vote in his '~
own caufe. T
- Perfons convitted, not paying the penalty,
to be fent to the houfe of corre@ion, and kept
TR E e ; o SRR -
to hard labour during the fpace of fix months, *

| Perfons de‘poﬁtmg or giving {ecurity, not-

appearing, to be proceeded againtt as guilty,. -

| - their depofite to be forfeited, and paid as di-

rected, or diftrefs-warrants iffued out againft. -

| them and their fecurities, to levy the pe- . |

Any two or more Commiflioners to deter--

~mine differences about diftrefs.

- Perfons whofe caufes are delayed by anjr |

| neglect of the Receiver-General, or Keeper

of 2 houfe of corretion, to petition the Com-- -
miflioners- for fatisfaction to be made them
by the faid perfons for what lofs they may

| have fuftained thereby, which the Conimif~

fioners may award at their difcretion. .
The Recciver-General' of every county:

‘within- three months after the end of every
year to publith his accounts, fhewing the

O

fums received the preceeding year from each. =

| parith of his county, and how he hath account- -

-

s edr
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-11-02»‘5‘! An Effay 072*‘*15&16454/2’}. of ihe
ed with the exchequer for the fame, and to
deliver when demanded at the price of 2 5. and
6 4. one of the faid accounts, to every Com-
- miffioner and Church-warden in the county,

~ - on the penalty of 50/ for each refufal: and
one to be tranfmitted to the King’s Remem- |

B _-fsbrancer s office in the Exchequer.

_, the Exchequer for the whole money he re-
 eeives, to forfeit on conv1éhon, to every
parith whofe fums he hath gwen in fhort,

I three times the fum received in that parlﬂl

. -and net " accounted for, to eafe their rates.
- Church-wardens to prefer their complaints
- againft the Receiver-General before the Com-

o mlﬂioners in open court.”

‘Church-wardens to depofite in the Vei’cry
- one of the Receiver-General’s accounts for
~ to examine the regifter by.

* luxuries, arifing from the fuppofed evafion and
* fraud fuch a tax is liable to, muft be firft re
~moved: in order to effe& which, I hope to
convince the Reader by the followmg con-~

The Receiver-General not accounting with

~ Before making any remarks on the bene- ||
" fits arifing by this propofal, the general pre- |
. judice againit the poffibility of carrying into
“execution, any tax on the Confumers- of

" fiderations, that this tax by its very nature
- .and method of ra1ﬁng, is fo far from being

i ”hable to the above objeéhon, that it is on the

e . contxary, L

De&lzne of tbe Farezgn T mde.

| contrary capable of a more exact and equal
colleétion than any tax we have at. prefcnt.

Firft, By its mzmre. o

For What every petfon fhould pay, muf’c be
publicly known ; friends, neighbours, and
fervants, muft fee whether we drink wine,
tea, brandy, &e. in our houfes, lodgmgs, fer-

tent they ihould be manifeft, fo that conccal-' o
ments are almoft 1mpofﬁble. , R
Secondly, By the method of raifing.

at the fame time and in the fame manner ; for
*tis very obfervable that moft people are more

‘their neighbours pay for parifh-rates, than
into any taxes raifed for the Government 5
therefore, as by this method no perfons can.
pay any parifh-rates at all, until they have
paid their fubfidies to the Government, nor

making their neighbours pay more than their
dues, and proving befides the difproportion
paid to the Government, which muft appear
by aregifter open te the infpection of all the
~ parifh, whereby every one can, and will keep

-not only that they pay, but that they pay
‘~‘~fa1r ) and the Vefcry can and will keep a ge~

10§

|| vices, or no ;and asto our fineries, “tisour in-

‘Which obhgcs all parlﬂl -rates to be“ i;alfed oo

~ prying into the proportion they themfelves or "

pay lefs than their due to the parith without - -

a particular eye upon his neighbours, to fee

neral S




| trouble of meddling where they think- they

o e
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| - account and his parifh-regifter ; if he- does
| not pay enough, the deficiency will appear
againft his name in both; if he pays to the
Government but not to his parifh, his name
will appear in the Receiver-General’s ac-
count, but be wanting in his par1ﬂ1.-rcg1ﬁe1__:} 3
if a forged licence is regiftered, the perfon’s
name will be wanting in the Receiver-Gene-
| ral’s account; if the Receiver-General cons
| ceals any of the money, the parifh-regifter de-
| te@s it; and he incurring a penalty to that.

neral watch on all, in order to eafe their
rates by the fines of delinquents, =

Which allowing no private reward to in-
“formers, no fcandal can be incurred by any
perfons moving in the Veftry to detet the
fraudulent 5 whereas at prefent the character:
- of an informer being odious; the taxes grie-
- vous, the concern not general, and infornia-
- tions requiring attendance and trouble, there
is the greateft remiffnefs poflible in bringing
- to light the frauds in the revenue; no perfon
“of credit, either out of bufinefs, or-of a dif-
 ferent bufinefs, does now inform againft any-
~ Trader for defrauding the Cuftoms or Excife s
people do not care to give themfelves the

The Receiver-General’s account cl}e'cks :-.the
regifters, and they him, both in his receipts
| and payments, Perfons of fortune, whowill
- pay the !egrge{‘c fums by hav;n‘_.gil\l'oufe‘i?.i olf; re-
~ have no concern. But, by this method of | fidence in more parithes than one, will have
taxing, the trouble of 'atteli'diﬁ'g thé. Veﬁr)f’?
- on parifh-affairs ferves for this, and every one |
s concerned in point of intereft and honour |
- to deted frauds; intereft with regard to
himfelf, and honour with regard to his neigh-

bours, by taking. care that the innocent do |;

- make them pay fair. -

to the Receiver-General, makes it become -
his intereft as well as duty, to make his ac-
counts as public as poffible to detect frauds.

Which laying the: onus probandi on the fu-
fpected pesfon, will make every one endea.

_ not fuffer for the guilty.
~ Which directs the Receiver-General’s ac-
- counts to be publifhed, whereby every Veftry
- will have a check' to examine its regifter by, @
- and detect frauds ; for if any perfon doesnot |
~ payat all to the Government, his name will
- be wanting both in the Receiver-General’s |
bt o . account |

trouble and expence that fufpicion will make e
- him liableto. ~ ' ‘ ;

“Which makes it not worth while for the
lower clafs of people to atfempt frauds;a

i

parifh, it will not fail to proceed againft him.,

~an additional check On'th‘c?miin e.a[ch‘._pa;fiih s
where their licences muft be regiftered, to

Which giving * of the fines of delinquents =

vour to appear fair, in order to avoid the
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great a rifk to aveid paying a trifle ; which
likewife fubjeds them to the jealoufy of their
comrades, who will look out fharp to prevent
~others from - fhifting their burdens to their
- ‘backs; where money is fcarce, the greater
care is taken in paying no more than is due :
~ befides, thefe people being often quarrelling,
. will revenge themfelves, by detecting each
- other’s frauds ; fo that a few being made ex-
“amples of at firft, will thew the reft the im-
~probability of efcaping. R
- Tknowof notax at prefent having fo many
. checks, nor fo many perfons' interefted to de-
" te@ frauds as this; conféquently none fo
. capable of an exa& and equal collection : for
~if thofe who pay fair, won’t detect the frau--

~ their own neglect. ~ Detéd, or pay, is the
gafls, v 0 T TR

1. The Government, by this method of
taxing, need never borrow any money, nor
have the ufual clanfes of credit every.year,

~ ‘oney will be faved ; for it being' the intereft
. of all to pay as foon as they can, the greateft
- part would be raifed the firft four or five

' bdd welght to our refolutions,
i St 8 , . 2. All

penalty of three times the fums unpaid, is too

dulent, they muft pay the deficiency them- [
felves 5 whereby they punifh themfelves for

. cale. oy o |} ners, by curing their luxury. or makine therr
" Remarks on the benefits arifing by shis propofal. | vay for e B o 14KALY, oF making them

\Wh‘éfebjf péifﬂ of the e}';pmce*ef advanced.

" months, and, by thus giving fpeedy vigour,

. . e g B ’ it i-\gﬁ’k‘\‘: et =
~ Deddine of the Foreign Trade.

2. All ‘p‘erfonjs’ fax‘wt._hcmfélkvés voluntaril: ,

than which nothing can be eafier or more
8

T

AT ot

ey

T

equal; and an caly equal way of raifing taxes,’
d will always produce the mott money and the LE
fewelt murmurs. S et

5

3 3. Thofe that would abate of their taxes,
|, may abate of their luxury; as thofe that

|| won’t pay for a licence to keep a coach and.

g fix horfes, may keep only four, or a pair, and .
. pay for no more, or need not keep ‘ciLiY, nor
{| drink wine, tea, brandy, &e. in houfé, lod--

| 'ypr
2

| ging, or fervice, neither wear on their gar~

.+ ments gold or filver, nor wear jewels, nor -

| ule plate, and fo not pay any thing; confe-

| quently no individual can be opprefled, an.
| advantage that no people in Europe have at =
by prefent, IR S P,

R

T e M
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When ’tis propofed to oblige all perfons
|| to take out a licence to drink wine, tea,
| brandy, &. in fervices, as well as houfes and
| lodgings, ’tis done to mend our fervants man-

SESSTRaAe e e e e e e
S Bt iy = e
S = : =

4 pay forit. o I
| 5 Few that can afford to live high, will -
retrench ; thofe that cannot afford it, thould -
be obliged to it.  This will be a fumptuary-

law to keep all people in their proper ftations,

g and prevent the ruin of feveral 5 it will re-
Jitform, as well as raife money fufficient.
6. When it is propofed " that all Bachelors
of twenty-one yearsof age fhould be double-

S taxed,




i
1

e payments as equally as poffible to people’s

 bachelors, are at leaft double-taxed : for thefe |

i
)
.

© ' Whereas, one of the reafons why England is ||

~ der us a poor defpicable. depopulated natior i

et bty piec gk e

%08 A Efuyon the Caufis of the

taxed, it is'done as,well to proportion all

-+ Decline of the Foreign Trade. 109
*tis therefore the higheft policy to make mar-.
riage fathionable by the example of the rich,
fince it tends fo much to the public good,

- and the grandeur of our country. ¢
- 7+ But the greatett benefit of all is, that

this propofal hath not thofe extending, per-
nicious, trade-deftroying confequences of our -
pi:effent taxes; for it will not raife the value

» . [ : | | of any one commodity, but rather, by check-

laft may, if they pleafe, always live equal to L. ing lgxury,” the baney(;f virtue and i?fdugccrl; -

- a Married-man with half the expence, and j we fhall become a rich and flourithing pe‘ople: -
have not that anxious neceflary care of fa- | In vain would the luxurious tradefman ay the
ving, to provide for the- prefent aswell as B ey nences of his coach, his wine, his plafe, or

~ future well-being of  their fa'n.nhcs add -to f§ pig laces, on the prices of hisgoods ; his %m_, \
which this political truth, that inhabitants be- gal neighbour, who indulged not h,imfe:lf ‘in
ing the riches of a country, and marriage a \i thofe vanities, would fo - much underfel him,
prevention of debau;heyy, all wife S'tates have i that he could have no tradé';ﬁ and while ,‘t-hé =

- made it their care to difcourage celibacy : in L. former declined, the latter would be raifing
particular, the Swirzers will mot fuifer @1 an eftate able to afford him all the gaieties of

- Bachelor to enjoy any Bal‘hage,and ‘thC.fu“ L life jindependent;«of‘ his bufinefs; and tradef~

" perior rank there being almoft all ma.rrled-, | men fhould wait for vanities until they have -
_makes the inferior be fo too ; fo great is the é raifed eftates to fupport them. B S

~ force of exarnple, and accounts for their coun- f | "

 try, tho fmall, being fo very populous. 5

Gtuations in life or circumftances, as alfo to

encourage marriages ; for tho’ Bachclors are

double-taxed, yet they will then not pay
- gqual to the Married-men, who pay their f
- wives taxes as well as'their own, and may be |
" fome children’s; confequently, compared with §

e ey

8. The firft year or two, perhaps, will not
demonttrate the exa& produce’ this tax may
give, on account of the receivers not being
f'uiﬁcxent‘-ly verfed in their bufinefs; the eva-

' leac L1ir . lons that wicked people may make to de--
the married-ftate, and _are enervated by de- 1§ n o 4 |

ied-1tate enerval 9v 1§ fraud, which feldom can be intirely puarded
‘bauchery, which, unlefs remedied, muft ren- |§ f.againh:f until they appear; or the~)'ct})7;1fgidei'ati;f"§7 -

Hatie: 2l on that the firft year’s tax being the only one
L TS HE thae will be felt, will be the fhorteft : fo):' one
K fubfidy

not fo, is the abandoned loofe lives our fingle f4
people lead, whereby they get - a difrelifh to ¢
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110 An Ejfay. a}é:t‘be*- Caufes of the = |
fubfidy being laid on the firft year, nothing

can be taken off until that produce appears,

~ shich will not beuntil the {econd year; but

~then 6 4. in the pound.may be taken off land,
- .and as many-of the-other taxes on commo-

- .dities as ‘that fubfidy hath provided for ; fo

~that until all.our-other taxes are fupplied by-
. +his, in every year following, the people will

~ have remitted to -them in the taxes on land

- and neceflaries, with their confequences, more
- than an equivalent for what they paid the fore~

‘going "year, whereby they will be enabled
** yearly.to pay more to thistax ; fo that every

year’s {ubfidy muft increafe.

7 Whatever appears moft burdenfom fhould
‘be the firft .taken off, fuch as the duties on

-"fope', candles, falt, coals, or foreign materials

“of manufa&ture.

9. This propofal ibei.ng4 different from the
- method of raifing taxesnow ufed, and defign-

~ed to take off -our prefent oppreflions, every

body will be gainers; the poor Manufacturer

- will not pay any thing, nor fhould he. But
here then will appear a‘fort of paradox, the
rich proportionably are to-pay all the taxes,

yet each of them to have befides a particular
gain by it.  To folve this, we may fairly

- divide the rich-into three claffes,. viz. Land-
- holders, Traders, and Stock-holders.

1+ To beginwith the Land-bolders :

SR ,;Suppofe
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~amounts to a 100/ in lieu of which land-tax,
excifes, cuftoms, &¢. are allowed eight fub-

-For four childr'en‘é eéck of } S

faves 12/ 104,

g
{

T

Suppofe a Gentleman to have .an eftate of
1000 /. per annum 5 that the land-tax is 4s.in

the pound ; but he being in an eafy-rated

county pays but: 2 s. in the pound, which

fidies, prefuming they would raife a fum equal
to the amount of our prefent duties:

Suppofe then this Gentleman to. pay bythi-#

propofal,

For himfelf 8 fubfidies forQ , .
the article 4, is - L. 50 00 0o
For his wife the J of what) =~ R
hepays, 0§ mieeo

~ He remains a clear gainer

t

By this it appears, that where the land-tax

is but half-paid, fuch a Land-holder hereby

But thofe Gentlemen who ha-#\ei:. born the
the unequal burden of the land-tax for many-

years, paying from 2 s. even up to 4 5. inthe

pound, will be hereby greatly relieved, ena-
bled to live better, ~and {o add to the amount:

of this propofal. |

wife to the Land-holders.

o

T KA
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The following great advantages arife hkc~ |

s

ST

kel pE WESSEE adE AT
S A

\

e i e

S

Sl

R

o



"y

s R B T e i e E Een

| 112 - ,Amu:Eﬂ'czy.an the Caﬂﬁzs of .ﬂée.' -

The difference in the price of neceflaries,
when the taxes on them are taken off, mufk
~ be much fuperior to the above fubfidies; for
the prefent taxes, and their confequences,

affe@ the Land-holders above 13 5. in the

pound. Fide p. §9.

* . The Poor’s Rates, {o heavya burden on
the land at prefent, will be hereby reduced to
~a mere trifle. |

" The rents of lands will be better paid when

the Farmers are eafed of their heavy taxes,
The Farmers will be likewife more able to
- improve the lands they rent.

~

increafes rents..

Eafy equal taxes increafe trade, and trade |

Well-paid increafed rents will augvme.nt- the

capitals of thofe that-have occafion to fell their
lands. B |

~ Land untaxed muft yield a confiderable
better price than when heartily taxed, as at
prefent. - SRR

into a law, every Landholder will actually

* find the value of his eftate at leaft doubled. %
As the benefits arifing to our Landholders |

have not been {o fully calculated as they are

‘capable of, the calculation above being only

comparative to the land-tax, I fhall with plea.
~ fure fet them forth, by way of anfwer to the

following |

Py g i e aat

Decline of the Foreign Trade:-  r1y
following objection, and to illuftrate what has-
been already advanced on this head. -~ *

Some have thought it a fatal obje@ion
againft this propofal’s ever being practicable,
that our nobility will think it contrary to
their intereft, and never come into it.

This I own would carry great weight, if"
it was poflible for the-public good not to be.
proportionably the undoubted good of every:
individual ; or if our nobility were not con-- -
fiderable Landholders :  whereas many of
them are the moft confiderable; and as all-
our misfortunes center on our lands, fo muft

~our benefits ; the greater the property, the

greater of either ;. therefore as our Nobility:-

are the greateft Landholders, fo by this pro-

pofal they fhould and will receive the greateft:

benefit ; of which I hope to convince them,.

if ever this humble Effay fhould have the
honour of their perufal, by laying before them -

» | ey | - the ftate thev are now- in, and the ftate thevy;
| - All which duly confidered, it may be af- J ate they are now. in, and the ftate they.
~ ferted, That upon this prepofal’s being pafs’d |

would be in by this propofal ;- the difference.
of which they will be pleafed to confider.

Suppofe a Nobleman to have a nominal’ i

eftate of 8ooo /. per ampam, out of which,.
by the varieus reductions in thefe wretched =~ |
times, he-hardly receives in cath 6000 .  and- 1}
Tappeal to the whole body of Nobility if upon.
a medium they receive fo much. =~ o o 4

. The expences of a Man of Quality- ge-
nerally are and fhould be in. the richeft /i

KB . and
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 AnEffay on the Caufes of the
and beft commodities that can be had, con-

fequently the deareft; and as a common
Englifh cloth is proved in p. 76. to have a

fictitious value fuperior to a Dutch cloth load-

ed with 50 per cent. the latter having beat out
the former at the Portugal market, and only
1 per cent. allowed to turn the fcale ; I may
fafely affirm, that the expences of a Nobleman

~have a fictitious value included. in:them of g1
per cent.. if not more; there being great dif-
- ference between a Nobleman s buying and a
However 51 per cent. filtitious

Merzchant’s.
value included in a Nobleman’s expences of

6000/, amounts to. 3060 /. which being de-

ducted, leaves only 2940 /. and is the only
real, true, intrinfic value, that a Nobleman

 receives from a nominal eftate of 8000 /. per

annwm in the {tate he is now.

What-elfe can be the reafon thét our No- |

bility ean have no tafte but they are ruined;
if a Nobleman has a gedt either for bu1ld1ng,
equipage, or entertainments, we. prefently heax

~of mortgages and fales of eftates ; how few
~ placesor penﬁons come in aid to prcvent them?
~ whilft a foreign Nobleman perhaps does all
‘with half the nominal eftate, and yet keeps
‘within bounds.

Is it not hereby plain, that
tho’ the rental of the Englifb Nobleman’s
eftate is great, yet, the taxes and their

: _confequenccs are fo monf’crous, that the in-

trmﬁc
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. fent nommal value of hxs whole eﬁ:ate.
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trinfic value is by them reduced to a fmall =

ittance ? .

Whereas, by this. propoffal a Nobleman |

with- a2 nominal eftate of 8000 /. per annum
pays - |

- For himfelf 8 fubfidies for the ﬁrﬁ}[{; 450
article is,

For his lady £ of what he pays, 1000
‘For four children, each § of what} 200
he pays, : « R
' - ——1L. 700

700 l bemg deducted from 8000 1. ledves.
‘7300 /. of a real; true, intrinfic value; which
will purchafe as much go as far, confequent-

ly be equal to 14,8971 of our prefent ficti-

tious value ; and if his ordinary expences i

the ftate he is now are but 2940/. of real

- value, he would have by this propofal 4360/

of the fame real value remaining, for buiiding,

equipage, entertainments, ¢, equal to 8897i .

of our prefent fittitious value.~
‘So that by the ftate he is now in, hei is re-

duced either to his ordinary expences, or to
ruin his eftate, if he launches out in any tafte; -

whereas, by the ftate he would be in by this
propofal he might live equal to what he did
before, and yet have remaining for i improve-

ments a {fum f{uperior in real value to the pre-
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. And whenever our improving trade fhall
advance the natural value of our commodities,
. fo that the expences of the Nobility will be
- enhanced, they may reft affured that the na:
tural value of their lands will keep pace with
them, and their incomes conftantly rife in

proportion to bear them. The fame in pro- |
~portion to the value of their eftates will be |

the cafe of all our Liand-holders. R
- 11. With refpelt to the Trader.
The difference in the prices of neceffa-

ries, when the taxes on them are taken off,

~ muft be much fuperior to the fubfidies he
fhould pay for luxuries ; I fay fhould, for he

need pay no more than he pleafes, or can af- |

ford, as appears by the third remark ; fo he
cannot be opprefled. o -
- This puts him in a better fituation than any
~of our rivals in commerce, who all pay taxes

on neceflaries, always attended with fome op-
preflions. . | N
~ When thofe taxes that are burdens upon
our trade are removed, then may we fend our
mar}ufa&ures to foreign markets as ch:eap; or
cheaper than. our neighbours, whereby loft
markets may be recovered, and new ones
found out, L T

The demand for our goods muft hereby in-
- creafe at thofe markets where at prefent they
- have fome vent, S

An

)
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ferved, ¢ 1t brings food and nourithment to

R
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An increafing demand makes profitable
fales and quick returns. e
‘Quick returns are the foul of commerce,
and enable the merchant to give conftant em-
ployment to all our working hands. . |
- 'Commiflions for buying will be always fent
by foreigners to the cheapeft markets ; and the
cheaper they are, the more commiflions they

may expect. e
A flourifhing commerce will enable the

' Trader to live more comfortably for the pre-

fent, and at the fame time lay up a future pro-
vifion for himfelf and family.. C

Our rival neighbours, fome of whom are

our natural enemies, and the beft but felfs
interefted friends, will find the fcene fhifted
upon them from their rifing and our finking; -
I mean in trade, the greateft blefling that can
happen to a people ; for, as a late Patriot ob-

¢“ 3 nation, preferves and increafes its ftock, -
¢« and diftributes .a- convenient portion of
“ maintenance to every part of it.”
12. In regard to the Stockholder. SRS
His gain will appear by confidering that
this propofal being calculated to raife as large

~or larger fund, in a more eafy and equal man-

ner than all our ether taxes. o

e will be more certain than he is now,

_in any time of war, of his intereft being-duly

Be-

paid..

: S et




- He will be better fecured in the value or

reimburfement of his capital. -

- which would not only leflen his income, but

confiderably diminith the price of his capital.
By this propofal he will gain fecurity ; no

fmall confideration.. | o 4
Even the difference in the price of necef-
faries, when the taxes on them are taken off,
muft be more advantage than any mere Stock-
holder will or need pay for luxuries.
13+ As by this propofat the rich will pay
- all with advantage even to themfelves, {o the
poor will receive great benefi, =
- They will be able to work as cheap as fo.
~reigners at leaft, confequently monopolize
- the manufacturing of their own wool, =
 Fhey will have feffer wages, but of more
- value, 4d per day untaxed being more than
~ 6d. charged with 34d. for taxes.,
- They will have more conftant employment
by working cheaper, confequently a better
- maintenance. - Y -
~They will have foreigners fettling here
continually, to teach them new branches of
- They will not be drove by neceflity to fly
~ their country, to ftarve, beg, or fteal.
. They will find better fupport in their mif-
| U - fortunes,

.
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fortunes, when their {uperiors are in a more

e | flourithing way.
- He will reft affured that the Government B

- will never be driven teo lay atax on the funds,

They will have more opportunities of ri- -
fing to be mafters, or feeing their children
become fuch. 3 oo o

14. If it fhould be atked, How, by this:
propofal, a larger fund than our prefent taxes :
can be more eafily raifed? = o
The anfwers are, That no extenfion of
fubfidies for any fum of money equal to what
the Government now annually raifes, can be
fo grievous to the {ubjelts, as the confequen-
tial extending burden of our prefent taxes on
commodities only, exclufive of the La_nd-'ta}?.‘:
~ Therefore, if the fubjects can fave by rai-
fing larger fums for the fervice of the Go-
vernment, there can be no doubt of their

doing it. , | : v
It is remarked, with great hunmiour as well =

as truth, < that a Prince who draws his. re-

F§ “ venues from the vanities of his fubjedts,

“ will be - richer than another who hath
* mines of gold, becaufe vanity is an inex-
¢ hauftible mine ;™ to which I beg leave to-
add, that it is worked much the eafieft, and
is exadtly the affair now offered to the confi-
deration of the public. =~ SRR
- Tho’ all feel, yet as thofe who are oppref~

fed more immediately by our prefent taxes,

viz. our people in trade will be hereby revi-

ved; yea anincreafing trade will bring in ﬁ;lch-a
Ll . flow
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flow of wealth, as will make our lands &l
more valuable, and our people rich§ riches

- will make them gay,- and gaiety will make |

them pay larger, if equal eafy taXes: there.
fore this propofal muit prove a growing fund,
and produce every year more and more to
fupport the King and nation in fo great a fi-
gure, and raife us to fuch a formidable height
- of power that we may be the envy or dread
- of all eur rivals, and an overmatch for zny
one nation in Europe. o

~ 15. Befides, this tax will leflen’ the e'xpéfv- :

ces of the Government by untaxing commo-

~ dities, which of courfe makes them cheaps

therefore every thing will be to be purchafegi‘

‘with lefs meney ;  allprovifions, ammunition,

naval ftores, (¢, come cheaper to. the Go-

~ vernment ; failors, foldiers, placemen and

penfioners, be enabled to live upon lefs wages,

yet as well as they now do ; fo that this me-

thod making the money raifed go the. further,

" the fewer fubfidies will fuffice, two or three

- millions may do as much as four or fix milli- -

onsnow: therefore the Government can ne-

ver be ftraitned, or the people opprefled.
16. This tax will likeways increafe the ci-

villift : for as goods grow cheap, money

- goes the further ; therefore the prefent civil

Lift of 800,000/ per annum, when of real,

true, intrinfic valuey, may go as far, and be as
valuable as one of 1,632,653/ of the prefent

“fi¢itious
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frétitious value ‘and the value of the pay.

| of Officers and of the falaries of places in-

creafe in the fame proportion. s

~1%. This tax will ferve for a political ba-
rometer to know the firength of the people
in any time of war: for as long as the laft
fubfidy adds to the produce of the former, fo
long may they be increafed ;  as for inftance,
{uppofe eight fubfidies to have produced ten
millions, which on an average is 1,250,000/,
each, tho’ on laying-on an 1 1th it thould pro~
duce but half the laft fum, yet a 12th fubfi-
dy may without any danger be added, and fo

-on until the laft produces but a trifle; and

that with advantage to the nation : becaufe,
many misfortunes happening in time of war,

- people thould - therefore be more frugal in

their -expences, to enable them to bear thofe

‘the better 5 to effe® which a tax of this fort
- naturally tends, *and they may be taxed in

this. manner as leng-as they can or will bear, -

~even for their good; quite contrary to the

methed of laying taxes on the neceffaries of

life, or on trade, praflifed in all countries,

which, in proportion as they are increafed,

~ conftantly bring on decay of trade, poverty
~and mifery, not recoverable in many years,

if ever. R o .
- 18. But it may be objected that this tax
will caufe a reduction of the officers of the re~
venue, diminifh the power of a minifter, be
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n Eﬁzyon the Canfes of the

contrary to his intereft, and not being to be

- carried into execution without his counte-
~nance, makes it become impracticable.

Anfw. What is the intereft-of a Minifter,
~but the favour of his Prince and the love of |

~ the people, to continue himfelf in power ?
Neither of thefe fingly will always doy but
both united are infallible.

The increafe of the civil hf’c; the increafe

of the revenue, the freedom from oppreflive

taxes, the increafe of riches, are confequences:

of this tax proved inithe above remarks. By

all thefe .the favour «of the Prince and' the

- love of the People are fecured to a Minifter.
 What moreglorious to a Prince than a fplen-

~did court, powerful revenue, free and rich:
What more delightful to a People

fubjects?
'than the fplendor and power of their King,
 their freedom and their riches? -
- then the intereft of both Prince and Peoplc

to continue that Minifter in power, who pro-.
<cures fuch mutual happmefs. And what bet-

ter foundation for the continuance of power

“can be defired, than that which has the gene-,,

 ral intereft for its fupport 2

How does the increafe of the Officers of
“the revenue give power to a Minifter? by in--

fluencing eleCtions : but thefe Officers difguft
many who know that they are locufts ; confe-

quently they caufe and give weight to an op-

'poﬁuon, - Let the M;mihr gain the love of

the

It becomf’s .,

sossniss

s
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likeways deﬁroys the foundatmn of an oppo-
fition.
Befides,,

means for ufeful public employments, where-

by more Officers may be better provided for

than at prefent ; and with this difference, that

‘a fmall number of Officers detrimentally em-

ployed raife clamours, whereas large numbers

beneficially employed will gain the love of
“the people.
litician, who cannot gain a greater intereft
by the profperity than by the ruin . of hlS

Now he muft be but a forry po-

country.

If then we have reafoned rtchtly, and the--'
favour of the Prince with the love of “the:
_people, ‘are the ‘foundations of a Minifter’s
-continuancein power, and-are the neceflary
“.confequences of the carrying of this tax into

execution ; it follows, that the doing of it is
the true: mtere{t of awife meﬁer, and there-

fore pra&:cable.

190 0f « tbe bmﬁf} wcmf ﬂg éy a free part

A trﬂde.

By whlch I mean, that QH mxts of mer- |
chandize be imported.and exported atall times.
‘without paying any. cuﬁems or fees.

1. dt will-increafe trade.

By increafing -the .number of merehants 5
: L 2 for

i 23

the people, he influences them himfelf, with
¥ more effet than this partial influence of Offi-
§ cers, which then becomes ufelefs; and he

an. mcreaﬁng revenue furnithes

e g ’_< T "-:&xgz‘, S e L 4 ’,‘. e
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An Eﬂky on tbe Ccz»gfes of tbe

for fmall ftocks ferve where there are no cu-
- ftoms to pay, and there are ten people of {mall

- fortunes in trade to one of a great one; the

“more there are, the lefs liable are they to com.-
bine together to impofe on the people extra-
‘vagant prices for their goods, to. fuppmt
themfelves in luxuries. -

124-

-

- By increafing the Lapxtals of our merchants 3

~ for i they - pay %
cuftems, they can trade but fer the zor
left ; but when they have no cuftoms to pay,

they can carry on a greater trade with the

fame ftock, fell their. imperts cheaper, have
- more money to buy up the fuperflueus produce

or 3 of their capltals for i

~of our lands, and give better encomacemeat,

to our manuia&urms.
By making eur country an umverfal me-
houfe ; for when our merchants have no cus

- ftoms to advance, they will be. importing

continually, upon fpeculation, for better mas-

~ kets, all forts of  goods that were to be foid |

cheap in all parts of the world, whereby fuch
fortible cargoes as were: vendible to advantage,
 being always ready to feize the favourable op-
- portunity, would be as continually exporting,
giving employment to a vaft number of wa-
‘termen, carmen, peorters, coopers,:packers,
&Fe. befides fupplying hereby our own manu-
facturers with. all foreign neceffaries and ma-
terials in the cheapeft manner.  To which
may be addcd that where - the ‘beft affort-
' ments

RS RN S S e PSS - - § T

A

‘them.
‘ments of goods; confequently a free port

“caufes a great exportauon of home-commo-~
ndmes. "

feldom: fend them. out in ballafts

“Decline of the Famgiz Trade: v 2"5f

‘ments of goods are to be’ had, there will be~
the greateft trade, one fort helpmg off ano-

ther confequently vaft quantities of our own
commodities will be required to affort our im-
ports of foreign goods, and be exported with
A free port caufes the beft affort-

By inereafing our nav1gat10n. Thiéis’a,'

-eonfequence of the laft obfervation 5 for by
‘the vaft quantities ‘of goods contmually going "

out and coming in, we muft have an immenfe:
number of fhips conftintly employed, and:

and whene-
ver our failors are eafed of thexr taxes, they

~will be able to navigate as cheap, or cheaperf
than any ; and being indifputably the moft a-

ble, and expert in Europe, muft have a greac
thare 'inv the Greenland and herring fithing-

trades, and. in the navigation of the Baltic,

with other nations whofe navigations.are vaft-
ly increafed by thofe trades :all which, join-

ed to our Mediterranean trade, would makef -

us the chief carriers of Europe. A
By increafing the vent of our goods abroad

for all forcign neceffaries and materials co-

ming a great deal cheaper to our people, who-

having no-taxes they need. pay at home (if

our monopolies were but once abohfhed) our
labour would befo-¢heap, that we could fend:
L3 ol




126 A Efly on the Caufes of the
all our goods to foreign markets cheaper than
any people, by reafon of our fuperior natural

- advantages. It is a juft obfervation of Sir
- William Temple, in his. account of Holland,

¢ There is no fort of goods but what will §

¢ find a market at one price or anether, and
¢¢ they will be mafters of it that can afford
“ it cheapeft.” It fhould thereforé be our
chief ftudy to make all our goods bear only
their natural value, which nothing contri-
butes more to‘than a free-port trade : add to
- which, that our merchants being enabled to
~ barter away our goods for whatever commo-
dities they could find in any country where

money was fcarce, muft- increafe their fale

. prodigiouily. R T I
- By putting all traders on the fame fair foot-

ing 5 for where no cuftoms are to be paid,
Amuggling muft ceafe. - RNt

By preventing thefmuggliﬂgﬂqf | oux""Wod{"

‘without regiftries, dragoons, or cruizers ; for

~as our taxes, monopolies, {¢. have been pro-
~ved, in page 8o, to be the caufes of fmug-
gling, {o is the removal of them the. certain
- remedy for this evil;  as thus, :

Englifb labour in a :bale of cloth of xoo Z |

' price, is computed in page 80 to be 75 /. ha-
ving, in page 77, an artificial value arifing
~from taxes, &Jc. of 51 per cent. which being

deducted, the natural value of that labour is

but 36/, 155, - F rench labour for the fame,

e i
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i page 80. is eftimated at 50 /. »
the Englifbman can give 63/ 5s. for the

; ,

sa b W

fame wool for which a Frenchman can only

give 50 /. which is 26/.5 per cent. under the

Englifb price ;; confequently our people being -

able to afford the beft prices, {muggling of

wool muft ceafe, and the whole manufacture
of it be fecured to ourfelves. -~ o
By gaining us the herring-fifhery ; for the

Dutch having liberty to fell - their filh on the -
coafts of England, would fnap at {fuch a mar-
| ket, and fome of them fettle with us of ne-

ceflity, by trading on. the beft footing; for

Holland to cure and pack the fifh, and the o-
ther from thence to the coafts: of Britain to

fell them, efpecially the wefk coafts, which
thofe fettled here would- be free from,. ,and' s
the Dutch, by living among our people; muft
inftruc them in the trade. - - R

By fecuring to us all growths,. fifheries,

and manufactures the nation is: capable of ; for |

what French or Dutch growers, fithers, or
manufacturers - could pay. taxes at home, the.
charges of package, putting on board, freight,

|| infurance, poftage -of letters, relanding,
~_houfing, warchoufe-rent, ‘and. commiflion’on
~ their goods to fell to our people, being grow-

ers, fifhers, or manufacturers themfelves, un-

- taxed, -

L oce

.»Eéilz'yne;af | tlzzé Foreign Trade. 1:@7 .

*Tis plain -

‘thofe who would not fettle; muft make twe = |
expenfive hazardous voyages, one back to
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- ‘taxed, free from the above charges, and blef.
{ed with fuperior natural advantages? ’tis ri.
- diculous to fuppofe it 3 unlefs that in the be-
ginning of a free-port trade, the demand for
our.goods thould be fo great, that we {hould
fell what fhould be our own fupply, and con.
tent ourfelves with inferior {orts of goods
~from abroad, as the Duzrch do. =~ =
~ The farther benefit' that trade receives by
4 free-port, the reader will find in the an-

againdt it, which will'be confidered hereafter,
2. It will employ onr poor. R
+ ~This is a confequence of the laft remark 5
~for.neceffaries and materials being by a free-
‘port trade, and the reduction of taxes ren-
dered ' cheap, labour muft be fo too ; and by
the fame caufes the vent of our goods be en-
larged, the poor find conftant employment on
‘the wool we fhall keep at home,

| on the hemp
and flax we fhall raife, in all manufacyres.

- we are capable of, in the herring and Green-

“Jand fitheries, and in the increafe of our navi-

- gation by the great demand for failors, fo

~ that none can want employment that won’c

“be idle.  Holland is an example of this, whofe

z cuftoms are {o low that their trade is almoft

free, and there is no country in'the world:

‘where the poor are fo well employed, or in
Aicknefsbetter providedfor, .~

~ One

A e

-fwers to the objections raifed by fome authors §

| M—?Dieclirz’e df the Foreign Trade. 129

One flonrithing manufacture promotes all

‘ | the r loyment the
‘others ; for the better empl
.ge;‘ple l,laVC, the better they live, and the

more they fpend for a comfortable fubfiftence:

‘g manufacturer who earns by his induftry

enough to purchafe warm ’cloath-lngh‘a;nd\- '
hearty food, is:a greater encourager of the in-"

duftry of others than a beggar covered with

rags and {tarving with hunger ; therefore it

need not feem a wender, that when. our

woollen trade flourifhed, all others profpered,

i and the poor’s rates were low ; and »t.h’at;z: thl?f
| xeverfe happens by the decline of it

Englifb wool was intirely kept at home, the

‘manufauring of it muit employ at leaft one

millien of people, who may be fuppofed  to-

maintain at leaft another million of helplefs

infants, women whofe labour is in plagrtd'l(i |
verted by the care of their families, fick an

aged people ; and the fame .in‘prq‘pqrtion‘ f\ler

Scotland and Ireland. = = : ,

The filk manufaéture, at leg& for’ our»gm-
famption, muft, by taking off our. ta;e? ;a?i |
making our trade quite free, be intirely .
cured to us : and fuppofing the qu'ant;t;._efgl.g ,
India; Frenchy and. foreign ~wrought 1ilks

fmuggled in upon us by the temptation: of

high dutics, and confumed here, to amowht
‘only to the value of 200,000/ per Mﬂumé the:
labour whereof to. be % of ,t;hee\t’azluel;;e z}n ly
e Y 4. the apply- -
medinm carned. per head.to b:'e 6.5n.the ppi.ng;




~ing this confumption
~would employ abeut 2,000 of them, and

230

‘they maintain- an equal number, as was ob.

- :ferved of the woollen trade above. - .

~ The linen manufacture is of fuch vaft
“confequence, that the Dublin fociety, in the

-firft volume of their Weekly Obfervations, No,

4. reckon the ~~co}nfumption of linen in Eﬂg,

-dand, at the loweft computation, allowing
~only 10 s. per head, to amount to four milli-
~ons, the greateft part of ‘which, .they fay,
s imported every year : but as they take no

‘motice of the vaft quantities of linenswe im-
“port for ‘our plantations, which ‘may over-
~balance what is made in England, yet 1 fhall
~ only compute, that we pay foreigners for this

‘article three millions, the labour at3 of the
-value, and the medium earned per head 6 /.
‘which a reduétion .of taxes, and a free port.
‘gaining; -will: thereby empl oy about :370,000.

- of our people, and they maintain an equal
‘mumber, as was obferved of the woollen trade

- It is impoflible to eftimate the numbers of
‘people- that a. free-port trade would give ad-
-ditional employment to, fuch as watermen,,

“earmen,- porters, co

‘the additional numbers of ‘failors ‘employed:
n the carrying-trade, the amount - of all

- which muft be pradigious.

-

TR

Dy our own peopj‘*e.

coopers, packers, ¢ or

mjw‘?iécl;z'ﬁze-‘yof ,V the Forez'gn Trade. 131 " ,
Str Walter Raleigh, in his Qbfervations ow.

| Trade, {ays, That thirty feveral trades are.

| et on work by the fithing thips; and as -

T

—
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this herring-fithery is on our own coaits,

we can carry on this trade that promotes tlurt{;_p
.others, cheaper than the Dutch, and of courfe:
beat them out “of it ; they muft nmkelon%-«
voyages-out and home for the >ﬂille;y, ands |
receive their fupplies in the {fame - dangerous

and expenfive manner; whereas we are at -

home, and can land our fifh and receive fup- B
plies without almoft any charge: we can-
victual in Ireland, and fome parts of 'Brzmz_n{ |
at half the charge they can do in Hol/;aﬂd:.m«
blowing weather the Dusch muit lie ﬂ:l}l, B
they cannottake in their cafks and ftores in-

arolling fea ; whereas we can run into Port, -

and the unloading, repacking, and difpatch-

ing our fith goon in all weathers. = All fith-

ing-veflels puth to get firft to market ; fo our -

people, from fome parts of our dominions,

can be at the markets of Spain, »Portuga{,.‘orf :
Italy, almoft as foon as the Dutch can’ ar.nv? :
in Holland, whereby we may always tord’ca .
them. The Dusck have heavy taxes onne-
ceffaries, we need not have any. All which®
duly confidered, cannot fail fecuring us. this 3
trade, ~with the navigation. :be‘longmg toit,

ceflity forces them to it for their-own fupply 5

| but. their poverty prevents their giving the’

trade -

3
b

The Scotch Iflanders are expert filhermen, ne- =




- xge Au Eflayon the Caufes of the B B
- trade that extent abroad it is éapliblc of, and
~the prefent clogs upon our trade cut oft the
people of England from any confiderable cor- §

veline of the Foreign Trade. 133 |

nia Languens, p. g1, informs us, ¢¢ That ac~
¢« cording to modern calculations the mere
| ¢ filhing-trade for herring and cod, on the
« coafts of England and Scotland, employs
“ above 8000 Dutch thips or veflels.” Be-
fides, this filhery will fupport our manufac-"~
tures,  as appears from De /ity in p. 29 his.
words are, * Tho’ it appears from hiftory

e

- refpondence with them, fo that they are in a

~ manner loft to each other ; whereas was our
~ trade free, the Duseh by {ettling with us,and -
- trading backwards and forwards, - would
dll -+ create an intercourfe between the Englifh and
| the fflanders, whereby the ftocks of the for- § that many manufatures were made in the
oo dnek wou]d aid the induftry of the latter, d ¢« towns of Holland, at the time that the trade
_ make them outdo all forcigners, and befides § and navigation of Europe were carriedon
- expert filhermen render them good failors, f ) Bt T ' -'

' and raife the ereatelt nurfery for [ . ¢“ by the Hanfe-towns and the Eaft-country
:11116 ‘ffa(:r? dte _g?e?‘ft“?*' HHHCLY for famen 1 B <« people, and before the Fifhing and Carry-

R

D, e eaae e B % ing-trades were eftablithed in the country ;
: f» T—hehlmg)(l)lrta.l}ce)of this fifhery will appear éi ¢ fo that it might be faid, that the navigati- |
,‘;_O%tl;/,;’ owing agthor.s. lnl:,th‘e. Me?o_m i ¢ on has been produced by the manufaQures 3 |
Rt 7 ;,’ Pr 24. 1 erT 18 F ‘1““&“9;;}‘0?“ é “ it is neverthelefs very certain, that the 4
;ﬁmﬂmi@ ¢ Materen, who fays. ¢ That in |« fitheryand navigation give all themotion to
c the year 1610 therg failed from Hollandin ¢ manufactures ; for ’tis what brings inallraw. =~ ‘
~ three days time goo fhips and 1500 buffes § o [ oni1c o be worked up in the country, |
¢ for the herring-fithery:”” and he quotes Ger- § . 1 e ~

ard Malinesand Sir Walter Raleigh, who agree and to fell afterwardsthe ftuffs when theyare -

““ That the Duzch fell yealy 300,000 tons of « ‘made, by the {eas and rivers in all foreign "

. i ¢ countries. L

) t,}haz;r}mgsﬁ}andbfal‘fed fifh, and th?t .thﬁre w,gnh ~ ““ We fee then, by thefe reafons, that the :

« ou d ye aﬁ{ gﬁﬁl‘e.l 2000 Xl,eg, % t ;;mr? | 5 ¢ Dutch can make, with the greateft advan- K
Zn }Z s e.“”lfilg:,i.*trad enan d fmvi‘z:uigg' |« tage to themfelyes, fea-falt, manufaGures of 9

?‘ b'5.’ ays, b IR 1g2on ki« filk, linen, wool, hemp for cordage, cables, 1
. Jeing increafed above 5 fince that time, it f « ) P00 oe 2 fhip-building Trade.” |
¢ is eafy to conceive that the fea produces The reafons whereof are olain = =
' % yearly above 300,000 tons of falted fifh Cpea A £ et he pam: PRGN %
“ Yo the Dutch. - And the author of Britan- Firft, A fifhery furnithes a cargo to pur- |
IR e HLIG alithor ot B . chafe raw materials. with inftead of money, :




134 An Effay on the Caufes of the
and prevents a nation’s being impoverifhed,

" and its manufaGures languifhing through a
{carcity of money. ~

]
|

g

Secondly, Thefe raw materials are thereby :

. rendered cheaper ; for the better profit the
filh give, the cheaper the returns can and will

 be afforded, the general profit-of the voyage

‘being computed on the firft difburfe and inci-
dental charges. | | ‘,

" Thirdly, It affords a cheap fuftenance to
the poor, whereby wages and labour are kept
low, to the encouragement of all trade.

~ Fourtbly, It creates a multitude of Seamen,
whereby their wages are kept low, and of

~coutfe freights, ‘confequently a great navi-

~gation is maintained, which brings in taw
materials cheap, and carries out -our manu-
~ fa&ures the fame, by which means only their

- vent can be extended abroad ; thercfore thé

fihery and the navigation are the caufes of

‘manufactures.
<t life of trade ; without him the fkill of the

(23

¢ Merchant, the beauty and cheapnefs of

‘« the manufacture, and the quartity of fhip-
¢ ping are ufelefs and vain.  Glover’s {peech,
“ page28. o | | .

It has been already proved, that we can
outdo the Dusch in the herring:fithery, con-
fequently we can employ ‘therein more of our
- poot than they ; let us fee how many peo%lc
S . SRR , ; tne

©

¢ It is: the Sailor who is the
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thie filhery employs in Holland. De Wity in

his Memoirs, p. 34. computes the fithing-trade

to give employment to 450,000 people in the |

province of Holland only. The author of
Britannia Languens,. p. 3v. divides the em-
ployment of the above people thus: ‘200,000

« Seamen and fifhers,and 2 50,000 people more

¢ employed at home, about this particular na-
¢ yigation; making of filhing-nets, and the
¢ curing, ordering, and preparing of the fifh.”

Zealand is not included in this account, the’ it -
- be a great:province for fithers 5 nor the Ham-

burgers,. Lubeckers, and Bremers; nor the

~ French fithing-veflels that  fwarm round our.

coafts. So that, upon the whole, it may be

fuppofed, that double the above number of
people are employed in this trade by thofe
feveral nations that fifh upon our coafts, be-
fides the Greenland fithery. So that was our
“trade eafed according to thefe propofals, this
branch only would maintain moft of our pre--
fent poor ; and one trade belonging to the
fithery is {o eafy, wiz. the making nets, that

the moft helplefs of our people may work at

it; fuch as women, children, cripples, and-
aged people; and the employment is {o-
great, that Sir WalterRaleigh, in his Obfer--

vations on Trade, affirms, * That 300 per-
¢ fons are not able to make one fleet of néts-

¢ in four months time for one bufs.””
SPRE T Ma.
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Dicline of the Foreign Trade.

- Thirdly, It will increafe the flock of people.
- By inviting merchants to fettle where bufi-
nefs ean be tranfacted with fo little trouble.
~ By furnithing employment te our own
poor, they will' be kept from deferting their
- country, preferved from want and difeafes,
~ confequently from death ; by their induftry

they will procure themfelves a comfortable
- maintenanee, and thereby be enabled to marry
~ and raife families. | o
~ By f{ecuring the manufacture of our own
‘wool, we fhall reduce the woollen-trade of

our neighbours ; which, joined to the exten- gain fome of the Duzc;é 'ﬁ}fhers, \Yho will }?nd .

five vent our natural advantages enable usto 1t More ;co_nvemen.t» aél 1 N 1ea%v:tohremhain? ; eﬁ?

give this manufacture, will oblige us either to , | }-han dt(') g; h°n613 3 t? ” ;‘:lr“;vi,‘;l z)u?it rl; (l))ef |
“enlarge our growth of wool, or import fo- § Ierved.in page 6O that OUL-OW LORILLy PR

. reigng;where%jwe fhould have beca}zibn for ing better .than Holland, nothing but our:

~ more hands than we ever yet 'empl,oyed;coh; §ramp1r11g fof -trade could:k@ﬁp«multlmdes- Of

T oain: . far i te (RIS | eople from us. . o A
i - fequently-gain them; for it is a maxim in ;ts'}% % ine in foreien failors, which is a
trade, That fuch as your employment is for § y drawing In loreign i 3 WAL

| people, fo many will your people be.

By gaining the filk, linen, and other ma-

nufactures, we muft gain fome of the manu-
faGurers ; for what Dutchman or Frenchman
-would pay taxes at home, and the heavy
charges mentioned in page 127 on the goods
~he fent to Britain, when he could remove
~thither, live untaxed in that plentiful: coun-
- try under an eafy Government, and add all

“thefe favings te his profits? it would not be.
in the power of any laws.to keep him at

- home;

R

for as our manufactures increafe, the foreign
will of courfe decreafe, the poor want work,

and they muit cither ftarye or fly ; and where .
would the fugitives find an afylum {o invi-

ting as that of Britain? befides, when we be-

came thoroughly verfed in the linen and filk .

trades, our own f{upply.would not confine us,

but we fhould rival other nations at . foreign -

markets.

By gaining the herring-fithery; we fhall

confequence of the increafe of trade and na-
vigation ; for our number of failors is even-

Kome:; he would remove, nay fome muaft;

| now too {canty for our confined trade, as ap--

pears by the difficulty of manning our fhips -
of war, and the high wages our merchants-
give ; 'which latter temptation is defeated by -
the high price of all neceffaries: - but were -
thefe to bear only their natural price, our-
pay in our fhips of war would be of {o great:
value, that we fhould have the picking of
all Europe, have no need of that arbitrary ex-.
pedient of prefling ; for afree-port furnifhing

13 employment
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employment for more failors than we now § value whereof will appear from Mr. Smith,
have, vaft numbers would flock here to en- § in his book called England’s improvements re«
joy our plenty, riches, and eafy government. § wived; who informs usin page 249. and 25o0.
Fourthly, It will increafe our viches, ~ ~ § ¢ That he was fent in 1633 to Shetland, to
By giving a greater vent to our manu- g ¢ difcover the manner and way of trading,

| facures by their cheapnefs, foreigners will be ? “ ¢, and the manner of the Hollanders fith-

€l

Al

‘the more indebted to us, which will be paid

ing with buffes and other veffels, for ling

in- money or in goods; if in the latter, and f ¢ and cod.” Andinpage 270. hefays, “that,

~ they: are laid by for better markets, muft re- § ¢ during the war between Spain and Holland,
folve at -laft into more money : by gaining § ¢ theFifhermen agreed among themfelves to
‘manufadturers from abroad, our wants will §i ¢ pay a dollar on every laft of herrings, to
grow lefs, econfequently lefs money need go ¢ maintain fhips of war to fecure the fifhing;
out te fupply them : 4 penny faved, is fo much §| ¢ that arecord was kept, the amount of
won. Gee in his Difcourfe on Trade, page 186. § * which was 300,000 lait of herrings taken
computes, ¢ that we have one million eof § ‘“in one half year, which, at a medium of
< people fuppofed to be out of werk.,”” I § - ‘“ the ordinary prices, was worth five milli--
T

“have already proved, that a free-port, with a
reduction of taxes, can give employment to § ¢

-

ons Sterling ; whereunto if we add the cod; -
ling, and hake, and the.fifh taken by the

< anc
all our poor, and the labour of individuals ‘ “ Hollanders and our neighbours on our
makes . the riches of the whole ; therefore § “ coafts all the year long, the total will-evi-
fuppofing thefe people to earn at a medium § ¢ dently arife to above ten millions yearly

{ix pound: per annum each, it makes fix milli- o - o
ons, as true as if dug out of a mine in our § = Now though we may be proved ca-
“country, mnay better with regard to. the pable of gaining the whole of this; I fhall

people’s healths. That this is not all ima- compute our gain to be only of the half;.
gination, will appear by viewing what a Free-
port is capable of gaining us in four branches
~only, viz. the herring-fithery, the woollen, B

linen, and filkk manufaétures. e
- It is proved in page 131. that we can out-

e

Sy

If 100,000 of the above million of un-
employed poor are woollen manufaétu-
rers, (though I imagine they muft be -
much more in the prefent declining con-
dition of that trade); however, that
number earning fix pound per head, makes

do the Dutch in the herring-fithery ; the | 600,000/ and the value of the material -
SRR , o ‘ Valuc_ R , .
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gained by aFree-port,

their value. | |
~ But it will be faid, that this proves only

 Brought over
being computed at 4 of that, or 200,000 /.
makes altogether 800,000/ which as-a:
Free-port will gain, we may fet downas

L 5,000,000

fo much additional profit 800,000
The linen manufa@ure that we fhall.
gain, and which we now buy of foreign- |
ers, is proved in page 130. to amount to- 3,000,000
~ The filk is computed at 200,000

maann——

Total value of the four branches of trade

" If 2 of this fum are paid to the‘.pcople"s la-

- bour, it makes exactly fix millions, or the em-
ployment of one million of people at fix

pounds per head.

As to the value of the materials above,.

which are included in the profit, I muft ob-

ferve, that the abatement made in the value.

of the herring-fithery doubly. over-balances

the employment of our own people, but does
not prove that we fhall draw in foreigners;

~ or if we do, that what foreigners come over F

will ftarve our poor, who will have but juft
employment to maintain them. To thisl

~ anfwer, That the value of the herring-fifhery
" is computed only at the half, our woollen-
~ trade is computed only to recover what we

have loft, our linen and filk manufaétures are

- computed only for our own confumption, but
- not for what we fhall export when the manu-

fatures are well eftablifhed ; therefore double

the

L 9,000,000
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| the number computed to be employed in théfe

EIGE

t0 a country.. . _ o
- Fifthly, It will increafe the value of our lands..

feveral branches of trade may be drawn iny
there is no computation for the improvement
a Free-port will give our navigation and o-
ther branches of trade, which will all wane
hands. In fhort, there is no computing what
numbers a Free-port can maintain here ; eon-

fequently no afcertaining the extent of the -

riches it will bring in : only this I muft ob-
ferve, that trade maintains in Holland {even
times more people than the land deprived of
it could fubfift. I A
Befides, ’tis the nature of Free-port trades -
to be hoarding up in cheap times all forts of

~goods, tofell again when the markets are ad-

vanced, whereby they take advantage of the
neceflities of all the world, and muft amafs.
immenfe over-balances, befides fupplying their
own wants; and if the goods are only fox-
foreign account, when one confiders what a
valt {um the freights, boat-hire, porterage,
cartage, warchoufe-rent, merchants commif-
fion, and often package and cooperage, before
the goods are {ent out again, de amount toy

| it muft be concluded, that the univerfal ftore-

houfe of a Free-port muft bring a vaft profit

By increafing trade, which carries off our.

| fuperfluities, furnithes employment, confe-
| quently a livelihood to our poor, and eafes




s
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~in money ;. and the more peoplé there are in:
‘the nation to do.it, the more money, will be |

lands bear. In. all countries,, the natural g

. of money that trade circulates, and the more |

‘in purchafe increafes the value of lands.

- caufes an increafe of money.; the -inereafe of

lands..

4

the land of the burden of maintaining them ; §
increafes the ftock of people, which of courfe §
increafes the demand. for neceflaries and ma;.
terials of manufacture ; and the greater the
demand, the greater price will® the produce §
of lands bear 5 ’tis people that trade and bring

s

brought in ; and the more money the people |
have, the better price will the produce of §

price of home-commodities is according to |
their plenty ; the demand and-the proportion §

of it is circulating,. the better rentcan the |
farmers afford te give for the lands: add to
which, that it is people with plenty of money
that improve lands ; and the more they are |
improved, the better rents they bear, which f

 The gradations from the encouragement
of trade to the benefit of lands are folid and:
certain, viz. whatever caufes trade, employs |
the poor ; employment increafes the ftock
of people, the increafe of employed people, |

R N S S iR SRR o

money; caufes the value of lands to rife. A
Free-port is proved to be the caufe of trade, |
which is the caufe of all the reft;;. therefore 2 B
Free-port is a great-increafer of the value of |

| Objgzétibné

A Objedtions againdt a Free-port here having
been made by Fofbua Gee an author of good

credit, for that reafon muft not .be left un-
| anfwered.  In his Tradz on Trade, page 165.
. he exprefles himfelf thus. | a

« But to-think it would be an advantage

« for *atrading natien to admit all manner.

¢ of foreign commodities to-be imported free

|« from all duties, is an unaccountable notion,
|« and ftill lefs fuitable -to the circumitances
« of -our Ifland than to «the Continent ; for

¢« we -have no inland countries beyond us

¢« (as they have) with whom we may carry
| « on trade by landj but what is ‘of the ut-
« moft confequence to us, is, that by laying
« high duties, we are always able to check

¢ the vanity ‘of our people in their extreme.
« fondnefs -of wearing exotic manufatures :
¢ for were it not for this reftraint, as our -

“ neighbours give much lefs wagesto their

« workmen than we do, and confequently
¢ can fell -cheaper, the Italians, the French,
« and the Dutch would have continued to pour
¢« upon us their filks, paper, hats, druggets,
“ ftuffs, rattens, and even Spanifh wool
‘ cloths.” - . o
To this the following remarks may ferve
for anfwer. o o
Firft, < But to think it would be an ad-
“ yantage for any trading nation to admit
< all manner of foreign commodities-to be
o | | - ¢ imported




e

- ¢ Dutch duties are fmall, and the nature of §

- ¢¢ trading places would underfell them, and
¢ ruin their traffic that way.” The duties

~ it, and, by pradifing what they know, pre- |

~unaccountable notion, the reader will judge
. ledge in the following words. ¢ As Holland
¢

 feffes, that, by their univerfal ftore-houfe, the |

favour ; and the purport of his whole book is

e

““ imported free from all duties, is an unac. |
“ countable notion.” - I fhall prove this no- |
tion to be highly beneficial even from this |
fame author, who in page 164. fays, * The |

felves fuch advantages?

“ tries beyond us (as they have) with whom

€ +heir ', tola 1 3 LPRS 3 ‘ : v
their trade abfolutely requires it.” And ¥ « we may carry on trade by land.” But we

again, *“ They know very well, that if they

¢ hould load their imports with duties, other | | inland country of our own (which the Dutch

| have not) to {upply with neceffaries and ma-

on the imports in Holland are a mere trifle

the nature of all trade abfolutely requires it,,

viz. not to be underfold. Thé Dutch know

| raife the prices of our manufaCtures to the

vent the ruin of their trade. If this is an

from this fame author agam 5 who, in page dam, or the navigation of the Rbine and Maes

191. fhews the confequence of their know-

““ is a magazine or collection of all the pro-

¢ mar ‘ - whi | ‘ , . .

7 ducts and manufactures of the world, which § nent trades that Gee fo much praifes, viz. by
they difperfe all over Europe, the Mer-

chants and Shopkeepers are every where

¢ their debtors, and money is brought them |

‘¢ from almoft all countries.”  Gee here con- |

[ Y

cheaper we can come to market, and with the
beft affortments, which aFree-port trade on-
Dutch have every where the balance in their ¥ nent trade muft we have, the more vent for
to prove how greatly the balance of trade lies
againft us. With what confiftency then can
he argue againft our adopting fome of thofe

ST o VAR
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wife methods the Duzch take to procure them-

§ tcrials in the cheapeft manner, or elfe we

ly can effect ; the more of that Inland-conti-

our manufactures, and the greater navigation.

- Thirdly, ¢ But what is of the utmoft con- -
“ fequence to us, is, That, by laying high
B N - % duties

ke

Secondly, ¢ And ftill lefs fuitable to the -
¢ circumftances ‘of our Ifland than to the
¢“ Continent ; for we have no inland coun- -

have in our three kingdoms a large populous -

| prejudice of their fales, befides the fupplying.
our valt pofleflions in America. But no In-.
| land- trade can be compared to the Free-port |
trade, any more than an inland country-town
| can be to the fea-ports of London and Amfter-

“to that of the Baltic or Mediterranean ; fora
Free-port muft have a finger in all the trade
of the world, even in all thofe Inland-conti-

trading to and {upplying the fea-ports that are
§ the inlets thereef in all countries; and the




An [ [ﬁzy on 1w the Cauj?zs of tbe

~¢¢ duties, we are always able to check the
¢ vanity of our people in their extreme fond-
¢ nefs of wearing exotic manufactures.”

Gee fays, © We are always able, by high du- |}
¢ ties, to check the vanity of our people, |
.« g7 The great De Wit, in ' his Memoirs,

P 1704 ﬁys juft the contrary, ¢ For it'is
¢ generally found, that thefe great and too
¢ exceflive cu{toms fall of them felves 3+ the
reafon whereof is obvious, the higher the du-
- ties, the more profit by fmuvghng Extreme.
fondnefs checked, maturally breaks out into
madnefs ; which appears at court every Gala
- day, in the number of French brocades and
trimmings then worn, when that perfon is
- thought “the happieft who hath the moft and

:dearef’c French fopperies. But what will put
~ this affair quite out of queftion, will be the

.confideration of the balance of our trade with
- France, (which fhall be hereafter treated on ;)

if itis more in -our favour than formerly,

“then Gee’s-epinion will triumph, and the effi-
~ cacy of reftraints and high cuftoms appear ;
- but if thereverfe appears, we may f"tfely con-

-clude they have none..

# Fourthly, For were it not for thxs re-
“¢ ftraint.” —In the Memoirs of De Wit, p. 34.
it ‘is faid, ¢ that reftraint is always hurt-
C ¢t ful to tlade :”” the reafon whereof is plam,
for nature hasgiven various produéts to vari-
ous countrxes, and therc—.by kmt manklnd in

R , ~an
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an 1ntercourfe to. fupply each other’s wantss

to attempt to- fell our products, but to buy

little or none from foreigners, is attempting

an impoffibility, acting contrary to the intent.

of nature, cynically and abfurdly 5+ and, as

ours is a populous manufacturing Lountry,j

highly prejudicial to our own interefts : . for
could we raife all neceflaries and wvanities

within ourfelves, this intercourfe defigned by

i nature would be deftroyed ; and then, how is
| a navigation, our only bulwaxk to be main-
| tained? To fell all; and buy none, is to have

no back-carriage, no freights home ;. if fo,

this will raife the fr cights outwards ;= a veflel

out and home, they eafe each other, ‘confe-

‘that makes but one frelo'ht out and home, muft -
i make that one pay a IF the wages,. wear and
-tear, charges, and living-profit, confequently
| ‘makes our.goods come dearer to market, and-
| naturally ftops their fales ; by which, in time, .
freights outwards would be as much wanted
“as freights home, and our trade muft be de-
But where freights are to be had-

quently bring goods: cheaper to market; and’® :

freedoms in. trade, will enable them, by cheap

“the - encouraging our people by the utmoft.

P

| libour, to carry all' manufadtures we.are na--

turally capable of to the utmoft height; and

~in them foreigners: could not hurt usy. 00 re-

- ftraint being fo effectual as cheap pnces 5 and:

to.attempt .more; is laying our:people under
Noa. dlﬁicultlﬁay;
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difficulties, by taxes, to no purpofe; = as fup-
pofe, for inftance, we fhould take it into eur

~ heads, in fpite of all taxes and difadvantages,
to make all our own linens, and, in order to
reftrain the importation.of foreign linens, pat
~on them all the fame duties we lay on the
French; well, now, money is to be faved to
- be fure ! the poor employed, and fine things
done: butalas ! this reftraint won’t make our

~own labour one farthing cheaper, but the

“dearer ; for-our own linen manufaéturers ha-
ving a monopoly againft the reft of the peo-
ple, and a vaft demand, will certainly raife

“their prices ; but not being able to fupply
-quantities fufficient, fome foreign may pay the

~ high duties, fome will be {muggled, and fold

“cheaper than. what pays duties, but ftill dear-

~er than before the laying on this additional

- duty,. which we will-fuppofe to advance the

price of linens to the people only 1. per |

* head. Is not this laying a duty of 1 5. per
“head on our Woollen, Silk, and Iron Manu-
facturers, on our ‘Sailors, on our Labourers of
~all forts? Certainly itis. Do the fame in
~ favour of Iren, it will prove a tax on the reft;

- and {o of any one of them. Do the fame by

- them all, and they all tax one another, all
-raife each othet’s prices at foreign- markets,
‘and ftop their fales ; foreigners gain upon us;
~we diftrefs our whole trade, upon the pretence
‘of gaining only a fingle branch; and this
S o fingle

i
I
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fingle branch will grow ftill dearer, “becaufe,.

it being a burden on the Woollen, Silk, and .
-Iron Manufacturers, Sailors, and Labourers, .
the Linen Manufacturers will pay dearer for:
- thofe goods, pay dearer freights, .dearer. for:
all neceflaries 5 - it will be ‘ SR

" Linen dearer to Woollen.
Woollen dearer to Linen, .
Linen and Woollen dearer to Silk..
Silk dearer to Woollen and Linen.
Linen, Woollen, and Silk, dearer to Iron.:
_t‘Iron dearer to Silk, Woollen, .and. Linen.
- Linen, Woollen, Silk, and Iron, dearer to Sailors, -
- Sailors dearer to Iron, Silk, Woollen, and Linen. -
- Linen, Woollen, Silk, Tron, and Sailors, dearer to Labour:

Labour dearer to Sailors, Iron, Silk,- Weollen and Linen,

‘The dearer our linens grow; the more fo--

reigners will finuggle in upon us, -and ftifle -

our fabric ; all our artifices will prove ‘'vain to -
maintain 1ty -.and, after injuring all eur ether -

trades, find to our coft, That nothing but = |

freedom can fecure trade. . - T
By the ‘above account, may be alfo feen, -

how prolific the mifchiefs of our reftraints by
cuftoms are to trade; how out many taxes on -
commodities are oppreflive; how they add
an artificial price to goods; how our country -
has grown univerfally dearer, without being

~richer; and how foreigners ruin our trade, .
who foon feeing through our mean-defigns of

- engrofling every thing, grow angry, and ftir.

s
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-up their Governments to diftrefs us in their
.- turn, by eafing their trade, which we fhame-

fully neglect. Has the linen manufacture in

- England increafed by the prohibition of French |
~ linens and high duties on German, Duich,

and Flemifb? {o far from it, that it is decrea-

~{ed by our dear labour, taxes, and difadvan.

tages : Scotland and Ireland attempt it with
fome fuccefs by their cheap labour, and when

~our people are eafed of their oppreflions, fo
~ may we. ‘ :

Befides, difcouraging to a great degree ._the,
ufe of foreign products by the reftraint of

~high cuftoms, is prejudicial ; tho’ the con-
~ trary is the common received opinion, arifing

from a mean felfithnefs that would let none

- live but itfelf ; as for inftance, fuppofe Por- §
 tugal to take annually to the value of 800,000/ §
~of our woollens, and pay it all in wines,
. What is the refult of this? Why nothing
- more, but that our rich people drink fuch an

amount of woollens, which they would not
confume otherwife ; double the prefent duty

~on that wine, thinking that lefs would be |
~drank, and we fhould drain Portugal of her §
~gold: fee what would be the confequence,
~only that the king of Portugal would lower
“the duties on the French and Dutch woollens ;
800,000 /. per annum would be uncirculated

. amongft us 5 the price of wool muft fink,
whereby the French and Datch would get- it

cafier

s A e NGy e e
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eafier to ruin the reft of our trades; about’

100,000 of our poor would be deprived of a

diligent fubfiftence, and come upon their -

parifhes for an idle maintenance, while per-
haps at the fame time Portugal wine, by its

dearnefs, would become more fathionable,

great quantities would be drank and paid for
with our money, and inftead of our draining
the Portuguefe, be drained by them. |

Fifthly, < As our neighbours give much

¢ lefs wagpes to their workmen than we do
K g )y

““ and confequently can fell cheaper, the Iza-
¢ lians, the French and the Dutch, would have
¢ continued to pour upon us their filks, paper,
¢ hats, druggets, {tuffs, ratteens, and even
« Spanifb-wool cloths. Lo

Gee would have done well to have pointed
out the reafons why our neighbours give lefs

-~

wages, and confequently can fell cheaper,

and fince he has not done it,, I fhall attempt
it.  As the Italians are more remote, and
pay dearer freights on their goods to Englend

than the French and Datch our neighbours,
I fhall confine myfelf wholly to the latter.
| The reafon why the French work cheaper
- than we, 1is the care their Government takes
i of not taxing many neceflaries of life, or ma- |
-terials of manufacture, but that the Manu-

faturers fhall be fupplied with them in the

~cheapeft manner ; whereby neceffaries bear-
e

o
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T . xRk ¢ fabrick ; whichi is a great encouragement
ing only their natural price, they can afford § o (o (he manufa@urers, and a means to keep
- to work-and f{ell cheaper than we; ’tis the § « labour low. All other things that are
taxes that make the difference. To prove § « needful to the poor are alfo cheap in pro-
this, I fhall quote the Author of a pam-§ poftion' as candles, oil, fope, &¢. ‘
- phiet called Obfervations on Britifp wool, pub-§ For from raifing their prices with taxes, as
ithed in 1739, faid to be wrote by a perfon e o, their ftudy is to make neceffaries
~{ent abroad by the Miniftry to. inquire into §
. the ftate of the woollen manufadtures among §

cheap; and can we wonder that they beat us

e

T

N 14

~our neighbours, and what wool wasfmuggled |
‘to them; ‘he informs usin page 8. ¢ That

“ the Fremch {end vaft quantities of ftuffs,

¢ ftockings &Fe. to Spain, Portugal, and Italy,
¢ and underfell us 10 or 12 per cent. And

Jinp. 214 ¢ the reafon that goods are to be
- ¢ bought cheaper in France than in England
- ¢“is, becaufe the labour is * cheaper there.”
~ And he accounts for labour’s being & cheaper §
here in p: 28, < At Lifle the Magiftrates §
~¢¢ have built a ftorchoufe; in a.convenient §
4 part of the town, ten ftories high; in the

¢ upper rooms’of it, ‘they lay. wheat, rye, §

-6t

barley ; and in the cellars, they lay wine,

¢ up when they are cheap, and fo foon as

- ¢¢ the markets are thort, and goods begin to
. % rife in the price, then the ftorchoufe is §
¢ opened to the poor, that they may buy §

¢ what they have occafion for at the old mar-

¢ ket-price. .Thisftorehoufe was built fince

“-the woollen manufacory hath fo increa-

fed in this town, in order ta fupport that

oil, and brandy : thofe goods are bought

&} by 1oor 12 per cent. in the markets of Spain,
Portugal, and Italy ? o

Having fhewn how the French run away
with our trade by reafon of our heavy taxes,

I fhall examine how the Dutch, tho’ the moft
-taxed in the neceffaries. of life of any people,

beat us out of our trade too, by ftating the
difadvantages of an: Englifa. woollen manu-
facturer, and the advantages of a Pufch one.
The difadvantages of an Englih Woollen
Manufacturer are, 1. That he muft buy bread
made of Englifb corn, tho’dearer than foreign,
whereby the farmer has a monopoly againft
the manufacturer, and all monopolies enhance
the prices of goods. - 2. He has no drawback

~onhiscorn. 3.He hasnodrawback onhi§malt.

4. He has no drawback on leather. 5. He pays
aduty on his coals of 10+. per chaldron in Lon-
donyand §s. in the Out-ports. 6. He muft buy
Englifb beef, pork, mutton, lamb, and butter,
tho” he can have Irifb cheaper, whereby thegra-
zier has a monopoly againft him, to make his
meat dear.. 7. He muft buy fith caught by Britifh
) T e
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- cheaper from the Dutch, French, &e. where.
by the fitherman has a monopoly againft hinm |

to make his fifh dear.

foreign hats, cloths, ftuffs, ftockings, or |
any coarfe woollens for his ufe that are cheaper |
-now than Englifb, even tho” he could fell his §
~own to greater advantage than wearing them §

himfelf, whereby thefe {everal branches have

a monopoly againft each otherand the reft of
-the nation, to make all forts of cloathing dear, '
9. Hemuft not buy French linens for his ufe,

- tho” ever {o cheap, whereby the other linen | quarter, he is fed by the Englifh cheaper than

their own people by 3.5.%6 4. in every quarter

countries have amonopoly againft him tomake
~hislinen dear.. 10. He muft not bay for his ufe

foreignfhearmen’s fhears, iron,or tin wares,tho’
~ everf{ocheap,wherebythofe manufacturershave § (o cheaper to him than to our own people.

“a.monopoly.again{t him to makehis ironor tin f 4. He has 1d. per pound drawback on Ez-

- wares dear: 11. He may not have feveral {orts
of goods imported for his ufe bought at the
- cheapeft-market, but only.at the ufual port:of
~:thipping *, whereby thofé countries have a mo-
~nopoly againft him to make thofe goods dear.

R few for ho’ . Rontheoil and fope he ufes in manufatturing
(except a few forts) tho’ he can have iv § pis goods, which helps to advance their dear-

nels
§ land-carriages to pay to London, the -chief"
8. He muit not buy | market for his goods, the navigation-of our:
rivers mot being fufficiently improved.

14. And laftly, He haslong expenfive |

A Dutch Woollen Manufaturer is in a fi-

tuation juft the reverfe of this; his advan-
tages are, 1. That he may buy always the
cheapeft corn that can be got to make bread,

has no corn-monopoly on him. 2. He has

5 5. per-quarter drawback on Exglifh’ wheat 5

computing freight, and charges, at 1 5. 6 d. per

of wheat. 3. He has 2 5. 6 4. per quarter

| drawback on Englifb malt, to make his drink

glifb leather. 5. He has Britifb coals at 3 5.

| per chaldron duty, which is 2 s. cheaper than

the Out-ports, and 4 s. cheaper than the
Londoners. 6. He may buy beef; . in Ire-

, | : acals ¥ Jund, or any country where it can be had
12 He maynot have thofe above goods fhipped § ~chea,peﬁ 5 has ‘no monopoly on him in this
at-the.cheapeft freights, but muft be thipped on |

- Britsf fhips, or fhips of the country, and at the | cie. 7. He may buy fifh of any that fell

A

I
!
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i
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i

f e e PRy O DS OF HIC COUNUY , and at LAY § - cheapeft 5 has no monopoly on him in this

) j“ff“alp 0rtofﬂ11ppmg,yyher¢bythofejﬂllps have_ | cafe. . 8. He may buy and wear the cheapeft
i *“';‘,‘“”?OPOIY ‘,-agamﬁ_ him to-make thofe goods ¥ v oglens he can get from any country; and
gi - il dearer. - 13. He has heavy cuftoms to pay I if pe can buy cloth for his ufe at 4 s. peryard,
I, ’ o 9B he will, provided he can fell his own of 5 5.
1 * Vid h ' . : o ins B Al B v : R : PR
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branch ‘of the trade has a monopoly againft
the reft of the people. 9. He may buy the
cheapeft linens he can get; no country has a
- monopoly againft him in this cafe. 10, He
~ may buy the cheapeft iron and tin wares he

can get; has no monopoly againit him in
- this cafe. 11. He may have all thofe goods

(fpecified in the Index to the book of rates in |

Article 6. of Goods Inward) bought where

cheapeft 5 no country having a monopoly 1

- againft him. 12. He may have all the above
goods fhipped on the cheapeft failing thips, no

thipping having a monapoly againft him. }

13. He has cuftoms fo light, that they are a
mere trifle ; has not the prices of his goods
raifed by heavy cuftoms on his oil and fope.
14. He has cheap water-carriage almoft every
where. ' ‘

I fhall now prove, that, was eur trade

~ quite free, no nation could hurt our ftaple, the

woollen manufacture ; and that if cheapnefs
“pours in goods to a country, we fhould do it
on the French and Dutch, inftead of they on
us; confequently that Gee’s objection is void.

- Bythe above-mentioned obfervations on Briti/p
wool, we find that the French can fend to Spasn,
Portugal, or Italy, 5o fuffs that fhall now coft
in England 100 I. cheaper by 10 or 12 per cent.
fay 12 per cent. cheaper, or at :

- In page 7. T have proved that above half

L. 88

- the prefent value of our woollen goods is ficti-

tious, - that our taxes, monopolies, and ill-judged .
Jaws advance the natural value of our woollen
o o - goods
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~ Brought over : L. 88
goods above 104 per cent. and that the true
natural value of 100 / worth of our woollen =~
goods at-prefent is but 49/

- So that were our taxes, mongpolies, and ill- .
judged laws removed, so fruffhat now coft
100/ might be fen to market at. 49

o | ~ The difference is Z. 39
39 I. charged by Fremch or Dutch taxes
~and natural difadvantages on 4917 isan ad-
‘vance of almoft 8o per cent. on the Englifp
price. c o T
Therefore the Zrench and Dutch, who now
beat us'by 10 or 12 per cent. might be beat by
us exceflively 5 they could not. fell woollens
at any foreign market until all ours were fold.
much lefs pour them in here to ruin our ma.
nufactures, as Gee imagined ; but'the reft of
their trade muft decline greatly wherever we
came 1m competition with them : and where
1\;vopuld be the nation in Europe that could hurt
s | | |
By this it appears, that *tis only our il
regulations of our trade that give thefe na-

| tions any advantages againft us.

- Silks and paper are {till poured in wpon us,
and the boafted benefit ro the woollen “trade
lfny reftraints at prefent is a farce ; for as our
oreign demand declines, our people natural-

| ly turn all their ftocks to fupply the home-
confumption, until it is {o overglutted that

o o - great
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g antities ha en fold for lefs than
reat quantities have been {old for fs than
’ ?hey‘cgi’c making, ot at French prices, which"

muit break an over-taxed Engli man: ,1 Ou(x;
’ people manufalturggeater than any in felt ana

wool; fo that for®gn hats, cloths, E{fc: ?e;
ing ill made, fuit not the Englifb tal e; fo

which reafon, if it fhould take ten years time
" to break the remainder of our Clothiers, their

ftocks would fell fo cheap, that the French

" could do very little during that time j but

afterwards, by gettingvfome 9f_ our fuglt,1;fe_
manufacturers to improve their own peopics,
and underfelling us fo vaftly,~ they w,111;1,u-n‘

‘woollen goods as much vas,‘they do teas,
~ brandies, and rich goods now, and:reducrevg:
to the ftate we were formerly 1 with refpe 1
to Flanders, viz. they to buy our raw woo s
and return it us in manufactures uMprovee
‘three times its firft value. ‘

 Two more objeGions may be made.

Firft, That it {eems contrary to reafon 1t10
take off the duties or prohibitions on the
goods of any nation that will not do the fame
by ours. B | o
,, ;y:.Sgcand{y, That the balance againft usdvvx-thS

* France muit increafe by taking off the duties
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they deftroy trade, and conftant experience

~fhews us that Free-ports increafe it.  If other

nations will deftroy their trade, ours muft
rife upon their ruins ; and would it not be
abfurd for us to refufe, by a contrary condu&,
to increafe ours? If our encmies will commit
fuch follies, why fhould we ! or rather, could
we wifh them to do worfe?
- Nothing makes a country’s goods {o cheap
as a Free-port, confequently the fewer foreign
goods could be confumed here ; more might
be imported to lay by for better markets, the
profits on which muft enrich us; for the
cheaper our goods are, the greater vent they
will have ; and the higher the duties foreign-

~ers lay on them, the more will be fmuggled
“upon them. o S

~ Befides, thofe nations-that are our rivals

- in.trade, and perfift in keeping high cuftoms

on our goods, perfift alfo in refufing to make

- their country an univerfal' {torehoufe, deny
their people the advantage of it, and force

their cuftomers "tokbuy at other markets thofe |

~ goods they lay high cuftoms on to prevent

their coming in. If a mercer, being a weaver,
fhould refufe to admit into his fhop damafks,

- becaufe he did not make them, and think -

thereby to improve the vent of his other filks,

e ANC: ABSORr Lt e o2l s
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‘%; on French goods.. K he would foon find ‘h’is miftake 3 for his cu-
¢§§ SRR R " ftomers that went to other places for damaiks,
| To the firft objection Tanfwer, That with

would be importuned and induced, if only to:
R | 02 - fave

, Tyatiec . it roved, that
| jes.. it is-already proved,
- regard to Duues, y Pov they
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fave themfelves trouble, to buy other filks

they wanted at the fame time. The Britifh
- Merchant, vol. 1I1. p. 298. remarks, ¢ That
¢ it 'is natural for us to buy every thing we
- ¢ want at the fhop where we are obliged to
¢ buy any thing.” And would it not be
ftrange, if another Mercer, being alfo a
Weaver, fhould be 'angry with fuch a man,
and - refufe- to admit into his fhop the other’s
'fa‘tiné, ‘becaufe he refufed to a‘dr_nit his.da-
mafks, and thereby drive away his trade to
thofe general traders that were wife enough
to improve upon their errors, by admitting
‘every thing that could be fold with profit !,
- 'The cafe is the fame with nations. - =~
~ Cuftoms on foreign goods.. hurt-.ourfc'lvesi
more than foreigners,” tho’ our falfe ngtions
of trade make us think the contrary, by con-
fining our thoughts to the feller, without re-
~ garding the buyer, who being. our own fub-
~ je&, fhould be the perfon moft- canﬁc.lerfed:,
as for example, in the cafe of Spanifh oil ; we,
have laid aduty on it, no doubt to retaliate

|| " on the Spaniards the duties they lay on our |

~ woollens.  But whom does our duty affect ?

not the Spamiard : it cannot hurt him ; for

~ he being paid for his oil, has parted with his
b property in it, and has nothing more to do

withit. But ’tis the Englifb merchant whofe

~ property, on payment, this oil becomes, and
~ which might be called Englifh oil, for fuchin

reality

reality it then is; he is-cramped by this duty 3
part of his capital in-trade is taken away to
pay it, the intereft of which, and officers fees

in and out, make the oil too dear to export 3

he is not allowed that profit; he muft fell at
home, and muft fhift the load from his

fhoulders on the Manufacturer who ufes it,

and he on the Confumer; whereby our

~goods are rendered dearer, and lefs capable of

exportation.

~ Here is aduty on a foreign commodity in-

deed, but to be paid by our own people ; ’tis

their fect that are entangled in the net laid.

for thefe Spaniards. S
With regard to a prohibition, this acknow-

- ledges the goods it is laid on to be good and:
cheap, otherwife it were needlefs ; for what

trader will buy bad or dear goods, if he can-
get better or cheaper 5 and they muft be ne-

ceflary, otherwife they would not be de-

manded, confequently would not be imported;.

for who will import goods where there is no-

demand? .
A prohibition on'the goods of any one na--

tion, gives a monopoly to other nations that

raife the like growths :+ thus the prohibition
of Spaxifb oil in the late war, gave a mono--
poly' to Galipoly;. all monopolies raife the

“prices of goods ; thus Galipoly oil, that-before:

our Spanifh prohibition  was fold for 15 to 16
ducats the falm, was thereby raifed to 26 and:
| 3. - 27 ducats; |
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27 ducats; the fame with all other forts of = |
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poods ufed inftead of Spanifb, whereby the
Merchant’s profit on the advanced price, and
that of the feveral tradefmen whofe hands

~ thefe goods paffed thro’, did further enhance

their prices vaftly to the Confumer ; which,
fince my making this remark, hath been

verified by a petition of the Clothiers of |
. Stroud-water (and of moft of our greateft |
~ clothing-towns) prefented to the Houfe of
Commons, February 2. 1742, complaining,

that, fince the prohibition, the price of oil is

advanced from lefs than 29 /. to 60 /. a-tun.

" But it will be objected, that, on the de-

claration of war, Spain prohibited our goods.
 To which I anfwer ; That heavy taxes,

with many other difficulties, are the confe-

quences of war'; and in a time of fuch a ge--

neral calamity, isit not abfurd to diftrefs our

" trade in making our people bu.y'bad or d.caf
~ goods of foreigners, by a prohibition again{t

any one nation, which other nations having
the like commodities, take the advantage of
and raife their prices upon us? is not this ad-

~ ding an unneceflary tax upon our people,

whereby they grow fooner impoverifhed and
unable to fupport a war ? if the Spaniards will
commit fuch blunders, why fhould we imitate
them? S

- Trade cannovt, will not be forced, let other
- nationsprohibit by what feverities they pleafe,

intereft

intereft will. prevail ; they may embarrafs
their own trade, but cannot hurt a nation

Spain has prohibited our woollens, but had a

natural value only, they would be the cheap-
eft in Europe, of their goodnefs, confequently
muft be more demanded by the Spamiards, be

government, and fold at better prices ; their

muft {ell their oil, wine, and other commodi-
ties dearer ; whereby other nations raifing
the like growths, would gain ground upon
them, and their balance of trade grow lefs
and lefs. '

the dearer they grow, no more than what
are jult neceflary will be ufed ; their pro-
hibition does their own - bufinefs ; {ome may-

be proper to affort “cargoes for other coun-
tries, and why fhould we prohibit our people
that advantage ! why hurt ourfelves to hurt
ly upon “them for their ill-intent, handfom

the fame growths as Spain, might enable them

could

| 'Declz’n.e‘ of z‘/‘oe.Fam'gn\ Tméie.* 163 |

whofe tradeis free, fo much as themfelves.

reduction -of our taxes brought them to their

{fmuggled into their country in fpite of their

people would be dearer clothed with duties
and prohibitions than without, confequently

= e

But fhould we for that reafon pro-
hibit thejr commodities? By no means; for

be neceflary ; what are fo, we fhould not
make dearer to our own people 5 fome may -

the Spaniards ? if we would retaliate effeGtual-
premiums given to our Plantations to raife

in time to fupply us cheaper than the Spaniards
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could do, and eftablifh a trade they could ne-
ver recover. Premiums may gain trade, but
prohibitions will deftroy it ; of which let
the following example fuffice.
Portugal being united to Spain in the reign
of Philip thell. during the revolt of the
Dutch, Puffendorf in p. 78. of his Introduciion
to the biftory of Europe, tells us, “That Philip
¢ being intent upon the reducing of the

- ¢« Netherlands, thought that nothing coul’dﬂ; |
¢« do it more effetually than to {top their

¢ trade and commerce with Spaiz and

¢ Portugal 3 for hitherto the Duzch had

¢ traded no further, being ufed to fetch
¢ away their commodities from thence, and

“ to -convey them into the more nor»them‘ ]
¢ parts of Europe. Upon this confideration, |

¢ Philip concluded, that, if this way of get-
"¢ ting money were once ftopped, they would

« quickly grow poor, and thereby be obliged |

¢« to fubmit. DBur this defign had a quite

« felves being excluded trade with Spain and

“ Portygal, tried about the end of the latter §

m

« age to fail to the Eaft-Indies; and as foon
¢ g5 they had got footing there, they greatly

¢ impaired the Porsuguefe trade, who hither-

¢ to had been the fole managers of it, and

¢ afterwards took from them one fort after |

¢ another.  And the Englifb,with the afliit-
NPT S " ance

IO T

¢ them the famous city of Ormus.  Noi
¢ was this all, for the Hollanders took from
“ them a great part of Brazile and feveral
“ places on the coaft of Africas which the
““ Hollanders, in all probability, would have

“ had no reafon to attempt, if Portugal had
(4

o~

2 aY

“ been annexed to Spain.
‘“ hibition had happened.”? - ©
Second Objection, Thar the balance againft

7. e, If no pro-

Al

| us with France muft increafe, by taking off the
| dutieson French goods. , I
Anfwer : Here experience can decide, by

b

comparing the difference of the balance a-

gainit us when we had a Free-trade formerly‘,_

| and later times, when motft forts of Frenh
| goods are loaded with fuch high duties. as

amount to a Prohibition. | .
No perfon who has read the Britifp Mer.

chant will fay that he is a partial author in-

« contrary effet, for the Hollanders them- favour of the anfwer to this objection.

In vol. Il p. 106. he fays, « the ftated
“ maxim among Merchants” to know whe-
have recourfe to the Courfe of Exchange ;.
it is a nicety many of our merchants are
themfelves unacquainted with 3 yet as. the
exchange holds the balance of trade, fo-as
that is for us or againt us, it immediately
decides the point* R '

14
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‘¢ ance of Abbas King of Perfia, forced frdﬁga

remained a kingdom by itfelf, and had not
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.« If'the exchange be above the par of the § |
¢ money of the country we trade with, it is | gﬂvthe-fyea.r 1729, the French
¢ 3 plain argument that the balanceis on their goods having been loaded ever
£C fd . f . : -u b . {‘1 f' i ‘ﬁr_xce klng William III,’S réign,
« fide; for no man will bring filver from a § with fuch high duties on moft
- ¢ country, when the exchange is more fa- § articles, as amount to a pro-
¢¢ yourable than the coin ”” ~ O g}bmzn,_ by Caftaing’s paper of
The author of the Political reflections on the § ..%¢ 28. the exchange was at
. “and of E leoantl 1Is | 32 3 d. per Ecu Tournois,
commerce and finances of France, elegantly calls § * By Sir Juac Newtor’s Table of
the Exchange the Barometer of commerce.  § Afays, Weights, &c. of Foreign
~ In the year 1683, it appears by the Britifh | Coins, publithed by Willock in -
Merchant, vol. 1. p. 332. that tho® there was | 74> the par is 29 4. 149 dec,
‘ N T was in the disfavour of England
a prohibition; yet he tells us, in 2.338. § above - |
¢ the ' court hindered the execution of it.” | In the year 1740, by Caffaing’s
Dr. Tancred Robinfon the phyfician, favoured | paperof February . the exchange

‘ with ¢ Goht of a wmemor h . § was at 32-%4-‘ The par, as
me with the fight of a memorandum he made | p00 " = % 0 e of

'—f:DecZz'ﬂe ofmtbe Forezfgz T réde, B

Brought over S 3.3 per cent,

11 per cents
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~ in that year, on his {etting out for Paris, viz. | England almoft 1 per t‘mi‘»»v. ' |
 for 60 1. Sterling paid in London ; he received § By the cuftomhoufe booksour -~ - S, , 1i§
a bill of exchange on Paris for 259 crowns j mports from Francein 1686, ex- D
; Livre - , SO -ceec.led( our ‘exports, as. by the o L. 5 d. ﬁ‘n{!
e e S ,. X Britip Merclmnt, wol. 1. p. 30'5‘.” 769,190 16 ©- . "
he B t//? M‘ i Vl IIi:p 18  | ﬁeaddsdforgoods_clandeﬂ‘ine'- S : | |
- 'The Britifp Merchant in wol. 11L. p. 118. yimported, p.306. - -~ " A4 :
informs us, the par of the exchange was - PoTeeS, 50 428’_139 ;l;,6 9

g4 d. Sterling, for the old Fremch crown :
 therefore he thould have paid only 58 /4 7s.
for 209 crowns 1 livre; confequently the
“exchange was in the disfavour of England,.
not quite ;
- In the year 1686, the prohibition being
quite taken off; the Briti/b Merchant,wol. L.
~ p. 318, informs us, the exchange was at
56 d. per crown, the par as above being
4d. the exchange was in the disfavour of
. Bagland about ‘ T

Total -over—bala:nce‘, that year L 1,197»3_3'-‘5 12 9

| The Britip Merchant fays above, ¢ That
:‘ the exchange holds the balance of trade,
“ fo as that is for us or againft us, it imme-
“ diately decides the point.” By the fo as he
muft mean proportionably, that is, that the
exchange is affeted by the balance of trade,
agreeable to the French author above, as the
- quickfilver

3 per cents

: 3% per c(ml' ]

Ing




quickfilver in the barometer is by the atmo.

- {phere.  As no man that underftands trade
can deny this truth, I fhall leave it to the cu-
rious to determine, what proportion an over-
balance that affes the exchange almoft 12

- per cent. muft bear to one of 1,,‘197,3330_3. |
125, 9d. that affetted it only about 3z per |
- cent. '
France takes from Britain wool, corn, dye-
ftufls, hard-wares, and tobacco in great quan-
tities, fome India goods, tin, l_ezfd, thips, hor-

Lol :j
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(an excellent caufe) and its being near us
occafioned cheap carriage (better and berter),
and tho’ the fremch had a great balunce a-
gainft us, yet other nations had the lefs; but
party-prejudice  running high - againft ‘the
French King’s ambitious defigns, in King
Charles II.  and King William 111.s - time 5
this balance being confidered abftradedly,
without any view to our general trade, an
inconfiderate zeal hurried our anceftors into

i s TRIRTAL

S

R

the vain fcheme of diftrefling the French King vi
fes, &e. . ' - .- § by prohibitions: and high ‘cuftoms: on- his, ’:
- But fince France is-increafed in the woollen § goods, not. confidering the hurt we fhould it
i manufalture, in navigation, and in fugar- § thereby do ourfelves, and without ever effe- ;|
| planting, fhe rakes Va{’c:quangges of wool § ctually putting in motion' thofe means that 1
. - and provifions from Ireland, to' improve her § were practicable to cafe our own trade, fo that r
| manufactures, vi€tual her thips, and fupply § e only difperfed, during our laft wars, our ,ﬁf}
her colonies, which amount ‘to vaft fams ¥ rade o dearer nations; ~ we bought dearer HL#’
| yearlys and tho' thefe anticles are vaftly in ¥ Gorman and Duscb linens, dearer Jalian and ()
| preated, et Ml the balance of trads cannot ¥ putc) filks, paper, . as if it was better o |
be brought in our favour ; prohibitions and- | pay thofe nations 15 or 184. for what the -4
high duties have made it vaftly more difad- { french would fell for 1 5. diftrefling our peo- f“;}g
‘vantageous to us than in the times of a free- | ple by dear prices, and thereby draining us E@g
(| trade, the difference in the exchanges being § of ~our money the fafter ; for fuch large i
| almoftiztoz.. oo e ¥ quantities of cheap French goods as were con- i
|| Asthe general intereft of the nation, with § fumed here, being prohibited, made the de- !
P;%% - refpect to our trade, feems to have hitherto ¥ mand greater for the Dutch, German, and i
~been little underftood, ilet us examine this § Frar2s dearer goods, giving them at the fame
- French trade a little farther, : time a monopoly a gainft ourfelves, which

~.Our great dealings with this French thop

1gs with this Frenck 1ho made them raife their prices on us ftill higher.
. - formerly, were occafioned by its cheaaniS,‘ s P b One
' o 3 : * - {an .
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One would be apt to:think that our fore-
fathers had a mind to drive all the money
.out of the nation. - For God’s {fake! let.us

470

“have wit in our anger, and not pay dear

prlces to pretended friends, when enemies will

fell us cheaper ; let us befriend -ourfelves a

little; by faving. our meoney, which is the
life of trade, and the finews of war ; let
us keep this power inourown hands,
~mand weight and refpeit from our neigh-
‘bours, not fquander it away to ther, and be
forced to court the affiftance of thofe we
“give power to, and fometimes even court in
- vain. . So'much for times of war.

‘But, in -times -of peace, the fmuaghng
trade goes on eafier ; high duties are tempta-
ticns that promote it; Minifters of State

may be bribed to brow-beat or difcharge of-
ﬁcen for deing their duty. Goods that, in
‘a free-trade, coft but 100 L being charged
with 50 per cent. duty, a {muggler will fell
for 120 or 125 /; for the rifk muft be paid
for, tho’ the duities" are faved ; fo :that even
the fmugglma trade cofts us more than a free-
trade, and may perhaps bie one of the reafons
that the exchange with France is fo much a-
~gainft us: - whereas, had our country ‘been
made a flee -port in King Charles 11.’s " time,
~and all taxes laid on the confumers of luxu:
ries; the French themfelves, during their laft
wars with Englomd would have fled from

mifery

to com-

" Decline of ‘the Foreign T ma’e. o

mifery at home, toa country that, by its free»
dom from taxes and eafe in trade, feemq to in-

- vite the eftablifhment of ‘all manufa&urcs,

our balance to Framce could not have arofe
to that deftruéive height it has been at, nor

had the French ever made the fi gure 1n tradc-\

they now de.
‘The courfes of the exchanges are faé’cs ro-
torious to peeple converfant in trade; upon

thofe facks I reft my arguments, in aniwer to
the above -objetion ; by which it appears
plainly, that a free-port trade would leffen

the balance againit us, even with France.

Agreeable to the auther of Britannia Lan-

guens, who in p. 281. fays, “now, if we
¢ look back to the grounds and reafons of
«'the decay of our Englifh trade, we fhall

¢« find them to be no other than out own il
¢« conftitutions in trade; which are not a

¢« .bit remedied by the French prohibition,
¢ and therefore will prevent any advantage

¢ we might, perhaps, otherwife receive from-:
And in p. 286. ¢ fhould we fuppofe-

(44 lt 2y

¢ that it (i.e. the prohibition) would re-
« ftore the balance, nay, that it fhould ren-
« der the natienal trade -of England fome-
¢ what beneficial, yet it muft be confefled,

¢ that a compleat regulation of our trade

“ would render it prodigioufly mare bene-

A ﬁmal (perhapa more than all.the trade of
““ Europe.
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¢ Europe befides), confidering how our ad-
- +¢¢ vantages in trade would reduce the trade
“ of our neighbour nations, as ours does im-
“ prove.” | A
~ Notwithftanding what has been faid in- fa-
vour of a free-port, fuch ftrong prejudices as
gainft a frée trade with Framee have been
raifed by moft of our late authors on this fub-
Ject, that few people have any but frightful

o«

ideas of it.  The Britifh Merchant, a work

in great reputation, has brought heavy ob.
jeGtions againft a trade with Framce; the
" ftrength of which, it may not be improper

to examine. In wol, 1. P 12. he fays,

- Goods imported to be re-exporied, is certainly
a natwnal advantage; but few or no French
- goods are ever exported Sfrom Great-Britain, ex-

| - cept to our Plantations, but are all confumed at

- bome, therefore no benefit can be reaped this way
by the French irade. .~ 7
- Letting fbips to freight cannot but be of fome

L profit to a nation but it is very rare if the

French: ever make ufe of any other fhips. than
their own 5 they victual and man cheaper than
we, thergfore nothing is to be got Jrom them by

 this article.

R

Decline of the Foreign Trade.  .173:
- Things that are of abfolute necefity cannot be -
reckoned prejudicial to a nation ;.but France pro--
duces nothing that is neceffary, or even conveni--
enty -but which.we bad better-be without...

N Eé.ch} of thefe obj ecions is introduced ‘Wit.h‘f-*’
ageneral maxim which the French trade is-

aflerted to be inconfiftent with, and if under-

ftood according to the prefentior then -ftate
of our trade, are-founded in truth; fo that:I:
would not be thonght by the following re-
marks to refle¢t on the authors of the Britifh

Merchant, for {eafonably oppofing our: enga-

ging in trade with the French on unequal terms -
during our prefent ill'regulations. But thefe -
objetions are founded only on thofe ill re- -
ulations, for they otherwife have-no -,we;gh;,
and will fall to the ground when they are re--
“moved ;. {o that.they affect not- an.Englih-
untaxed - Free-port trade with France; which -
I fhall endeavour to prove and fhall farther -
~confirm by proving, that ‘had . our ;trade nos
~ incumbrance on it,.a trade with France muft-

be beneficial. =~ .

To the firp obje&tion, I anfwer,‘Thag: Jt |
can proceed - only from our'ill regulations ﬁqf o
our trade ;- for high cuftoms prevent ‘Mf_:r_«‘- :
chants engroffing in-cheap times, the duties -

. running away with great part-of their-capi-
~tals, the intereft of money lying dead. 'for; !
Pga  duties,

et
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duties, is fuch a charge as no trade can bear |
that is rivalled by people free from fuch |
clogs; befides,” great part of the duties on |
French goods are not repaid on exportation,

{o that it is impoflible to fend them to any

market but our plantations ; our monopolies
- and ill-judged laws that make navigation dear, §
- prevent our - giving that vent to the Fremch §

goods which the Dutch are capable of doin

“being a great fupport of their ‘navigation.
According to the Reprefentation of the

'deY"fof Merchants to the Fre;ze/aking in |

‘1658, a copy whereof was fent to  the
‘States-General by their ambaffador Boreel, the

exports of France to Holland and England

(Vide Memoirs De Wit, p. 211. the Britifh

Merchant, vol. 2. p. 232.) amounted to 30mil-

lions of crowns making
- 'The Britifs Merchant,wol.,

1. p. 306, makes our imports
from France in 1686, by the

‘cuftom-houfe accounts, a-
mountto L. 1,284,419 1007

.o Fowhichhe adds ofhim-f‘ iLH.fg“ ‘ 03

- {elf, for goods clandeftinely ”
Cimported, - T

. L6g50,000

o ‘428’,13‘9},16."(_)9: )

- | L. 1,712,569 07 ©
.~ But to leave no room for 7 ,559 ;0,7’0
€avil, in @, 2. p, 238, he o
S S - publithes

- The .me'dium_ of which two ac-
o f coumtsis
though they have not the natural advantages |

that we have, and they cherifh this trade |
- that we condemn as one of their beft branches, |

publithes an account
of Mr. Fortrey’swhich -
made our imports
from France amount’
yearlyto
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- Brought over L. 1,712,559 7 o L. 6,750,000 ,
|
2,600,000 0 ©

 L.g3izss9 7 0

Which being dedu@ted, the remain-
der muft be the Dutch imports, amount- - o
ing to L. 4,593,720 6 6

" DeWit,in his Mmoi}fs; ? ‘12:1‘ 1. fays, “The
¢ oreateft part of the Fremch exports are for.

¢ Holland” The above account verifies it
and, in p. 214. he ‘fays, ¢ That the Dutch

«« confume and fell almoft all the wines and

¢ falt thatgo out of France ;” and inp. 213,
he fays, ¢ It is certain that the French gain
“ every year upon the Dutch, above 30 mil-

- ¢ lions. of money, befides the goods they
¢ fend to Framcey” thefe'l take to be livres,
making 10 millions of crowns at 54 4d. is

2,250,000/ o
~ The Dutch cannot confume that quantity

of French goods 5 for if they did, they confd

not have a thilling left in the country with
fuch an immenfe yearly over-balance for near

a century ; therefore thebulk of thefe imports
| | : ~muft

2,136,279 13 6

E=a S
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muit be for re-exportation, which the Obs

jection fays is certainly a national advantage.

This the Duteh know, and feel the fweets of;.
for they were fo far from being, like us,

frightened at the amount of the imports, or

the over-balance above, tho’ vaftly fupermx:
that neither the Fremch war in

to ours,
queen Awn’s reign, nor the intreaties of their

allies, could perfuade them to prohibit that |
trade ; nay, they are’ grown exceflively rich |

with double the’importation that we thought: |

would ‘beggar us.
have the Dutch of- trade, and that true foun-
dation of it, Freedom:.

fuch- enemies are
they to prohlbltlons, or to give any forelgners;

Such clear perceptions- §

monopolies againft them, or to pay dearer to |
friends for what enemies will fell them |

cheaper. Therefore, as the Dutch reap a be-

- nefit by this trade, much more may. the En--
- glifb, whofe natural advantages, if difincum-

~ bered are greater than theirs..

To the Jecond 1 anfwer, It is notorious tha.t:
: 'forelgn thips frequent the French ports, and §

take in ladings, fome of which I'prefume are

for French accompt : but that we can get |

nothing from them by freight, becaufe they

| Vxéfual and man cheaper than we, can . arife

only from our ill regulations in trade ; for
~ ‘our natural advantages are fupenor to. thezrs
in n‘avxgatlon.

In

T i
L.

' Decline of the Forezgn Trade.

In the fhipping-article the French are defi-
cient, and forced to buy of us'to a large a-

mount yearly. =
In the v1&ualhng-art1cle the French are
deﬁcxent, and forced to buy in Ireland to a

large amount yearly.

Thefe articles bring fome profit to our own

people, and are attended with fome charges
in their tranfportatmn to the French, confe-

quently are'enhanced in price to themn.

By our bounties we furnith the French with
wheat for bifcuit at 3 s. 6 d. per quarter
cheaper than our own people. Vide p. 155.

That the French man cheaper than We,
I doubt, tho’ they pay lefs wages; for mot

being fo expert as we, they are forced to put

more hands on board their fhips, whereby

‘their - expences are. enhanced by additional

wqges and confumption of ftores; to which

add the advance of Infurance they are forced
to pay ; mno Infurer in general will under-_

write on French ﬂnps for {o: Iow p1em1ums as
on Englifh. |
Before the proh1b1t1on of Irifb prov1ﬁ0ns

we victualled cheaper than any people, and

B

fold to both French and Dutch 3 and was that

monopoly, with our taxes and bounties, taken
of, we fhould be in the fame ftate as before;
confequently victual cheaper than either. -

177

- As cuﬁoms and excx,fes enhance the prlces_
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of neceffaries, they make all viGtualling and | growths, manufactures, and imports as we 3 'IE
{tores come dearer to.our owners.of fhips. | 4ud thofe nations that would give theirs the ’

As cuftoms and excifes enhance the prices | fame vent muft employ our fhipping, or trade :
of neceflaries, they oblige the Sailor to ‘de. {to difadvantage; therefore we can force the = |

aand high wages to fupport himfelf and fa. § French either to give us freights, or ruin their

mily. - : - - dtrade, either of which muft leflen their nas<-
- We have more failors than the French, as| -vigatioﬁ,eriches and power, -and increafe ours.

sappears by the lifts of thips at foreign ports, ] To the #bird I anfwer, Thefe very authors,

e

<confequently fhould navigate cheaper ; for it § in p. 15. reckon, ¢ that, had the duties on
1s 2 maxim in trade, The greater plenty of § ¢¢ French goods been lowered according to :
hands, the lower thewages. = =~ J« the ftipulutions in the treaty of commerece = - ;L

- But this benefit we defeat by our naviga: | « made at Usrechs, our annual confumption of !
tion-at, which gives the Sailors a monopoly § « French linenswould have been 600,000/ |
againft our Merchants ; {o that, on the leaft § being.the greateft amount of any one article: $

- Apurt of trade; they extort excefive wages. § This objection therefore is-a mittake, oc- |

- Let thefe ill regulations be removed, and | cafioned by an over zeal ; for ‘it appears by ii

.

will any one’ fay that the people whe are § the fame authors, wol. L. p. 283. *“ that we

buyers of hips, and victuals for them; can § « ufed to import from - France {everal necef- ‘i
navigate cheaper than the fellers? that the § « fary articles, fuch as prunes, falt, fope, ;@;
people who put the moft hands on board,and § « thread, €¢.” ST
pay a high infurance, can navigate: cheaper § = I'believe I need not prove linens to be ei- | %{I!;
than thofe that put few hands en board, and § ther neceflary or convenient, fince no body !f!
can be infured the cheapeft of any peaple? § can deny it ; therefore France produces fome- 9!
‘that a nation that has a lefs number of failors § thing that we want ; and until we can gain |
can navigate cheaper than another that has§ the manufaGure of it ourfelves (which the . |
a greater ! that a people that pay arbitrary § removing the clogs on our trade only can g
taxes can navigate cheaper than thofethat § effe®) highly neceflary to be bought where =
pay voluntary taxes? It cannot be. 4 cheapeft, which I prefume by the quantities' f
-+ Asno people by their natural advantages | imported, and the prohibition, to have been i
can navigate fo cheap as we ; fo no people | th France, otherwife the prohibition had been
aze enabled to give fuch a vent to their | needlefs; and if we raile the price of French
)\ growths, 4 . o ~ linens ‘1
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~linens by cuftoms to exceed other foreign |
that are dearer, I have proved in p. 148. that
we diftrefs our whole trade ; and in 2. 130,
that by a Free-port trade we muft gain that
- manufacture, at leaft for our own confump- |
ton, 0
I come now to a bold attempt, and what |
at: firft view will ftartle moft people; and |
that is, to prove, that were all our taxes, |
- monopolies, and ill-judged laws removed, or, |

¢ ‘have paid to Arance yearly for.

in other-words, if our trade had no incum-
brance on- it, but was quite free, that then
our trade to France muft be beneficial.

‘The authors of the Britifp Merchant, wri.

¢ according to thofe ftipulations, we fhould

Wine. L 450,000 |
Brandy, _ 70,000
~ Linen, ~ 600,000
- Paper, 30,000
o Silksy §00,000

- L.‘I,’6.5°:QQ¢‘

 Let us examine how much of this fum we

fhould pay, if our trade was quite free.

As to the wine-article, I agree, that being

the moft efteemed of any in Europe, our im-

. portation might even exceed that fum; but |

great

] e I

- ting againft the treaty of commerce made
‘with Prance at - Utrecht, compute, *¢ that had
< the duties on French goods been lowered

great part of it would be reduced by ovr re-
exportation ; for our natural advantages be-
ing greater than the Dusch, we thould give

thofe wines a greater vent than they were

yet ever able to do, and be the common car-
riers -of them 5 by which means our profits

and freights would make our own confumpti-

on come very eafy, eafier than ever it was
to Holland. ~ But to avoid all -objetion, T
will allow for that expence the above fum of

450,000/,

As to the brandy?aﬁr_ti’dé,"f:th_a_t‘ could not

coft us any thing; for as our rum can be

imported cheaper, and is more wholfom, our .
confumption would be ‘chiefly that 5 fo the
brandies imported would be chiefly for re-"
exportation ; for which reafon, I can’t help
and freights muft -

thinking but the profits

greatly exceed our confumption in value.

But there is one confideration” that will re-
duce this wine- article, and that is, That as it_ __
is not a perithable commodity, we tfhould
¥ hoard up in cheap times vaft quantities ; and -
when the markets were advanced by bad fea-
fons, or other accidents, make extraordinary -
profits by the ftocks we had by us, which

befides would be a great benefit to our na-

‘Vigation. R | -
_ As to the linen, paper, and filk-articles,
them I firike out entirely; for, by theen-
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couragement of our trade, we muft gain
thofe manufa@ures, as is proved in p. 130.

Therefore all thefe mighty
confumptive importations are
reduced only to the wine-article
aboveof = Lo :

In wol. L p. 15. the authors
of the Britifb Merchant compute
our yearly Exports to France
on the peace at.only o
. Whereas in p. 305. by a cu-
ftom-houfe accompt ‘they pu-
blith, wiz. from Mich. 1685 to
Mich. 1686, (in which are want-
ing the Michaelmas quarter for
Deal, Dartmouth, Whitby ‘and"

 Milferd) our Exports amounted
10 : ST

" Note, In this account there is
no mention either of the wool ‘
or fhip-articles 5 the corn-ar-
ticle amounts butto 142854 -
8. the hard-ware, under the
heads of wrought-iron, clock- " .
work, and nails, amounts but

- t0 1640/ 12 5. 64. and the

* tobacco but to 2793 4 g 2de

" In wol 1L p. 238. they quote

Mr. Firtrey, who makes our
annual Exports amount to

“The medium whereof is

"The Dutch can’t bé fuppofed to export

lefs of their French imports thanthea-

mount of what De Wit fays the over-

| e (r——

L 1,715,228

L 450,000

L 200,000

- 515,228 N

- 1,000,000 .

L 5,7_1 1742

balance

balance of France is on them, wiz.

2,250,000 /. which is a very moderate
computation ; for it makes their annual

confumption far fuperior to whatever
England’s was proved to be, and muft be -
a great deal too much for that frugal

people; now the freights, charges, and

 profits paid the Dutch on that re-exporta-.
‘tion cannot be lefs than 1o per cent. as
mounting to 225,000 /. ¢clear gain to
- Holland by that trade, '- '

As the natural advantages of Britain

" are fhewn in p, 89. greatly to exceed thofe
s a free-port trade, we
cannot be fuppdfed to give alefs vent to
our French Imports than«the Dutch did,
~ or with lefs profit; therefore we may fafe- L
ly.add to our Exports-the gain Holland re=
ceived by re-exporting French goods, a=

of Holland ; 0, by

mounting annually to

_From that muft be deduéted _théwine-}

article above, amounting to-. =~

; Thé_rei"orethe anx‘xual:béne,ﬁt;té Britain
from France by a F:‘eeb-;portct:radei muft be

at leaft

- Our’ gbods are {o well manufa@ured, that

Becliﬂe of the 'Fbreign ilmdef .

their neatnefs recommends them every where;
nothing obftrué@s them but their dear price :

but was their fi¢titious value once taken off, -
they would come cheaper than ever they yet
were 3 fo that our exports to France would
naturally increafe, and might exceed even

Q=2
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Mr., Fortrey's computation of 1 millien per
ampum, S

Company, printed in 1677. p.2. informs us,

¢ That there was formerly vended in France,

¢ annually, Englifb drapery to the amount

< of 600,000/ As we beat the French out

of foreign markets, their manufactures mufk
decay, and of courfe they will want the
greater f{upply from us; -if they prohibit
them by high duties, they put themfelves in

~the cafe of the Spaniards, p. 163.

" Here is, I think, demonftration to thofe

~ that will open their eyes, that Great Britain,

by difencumbring and making its trade quite .

 free, eannot be hurt by France, much lefs by
- any other power in Ewrope, but muft of ne-
~ceflity hold the firft rank in trade.
~But now perhaps it will be faid, This fa-
~vours of French defigns 5 this author is a con-
ccaled Frenchman 5 the French are already too
-~ powerful; we muft take care. T
. Tothis I anfwer, That Britain thould be
always vigilant over the defigns of France,

but need not be afraid of “her power ; her
- wife regulations in trade fhould be the objects -

- we thould keep our eyes upon, and out-do
“her if poflible ; or elfe as the rifes, we muft

- fink. But it is our comfort that our remedy
-~ is always in our own' hands ; nor can there

bf;(s{xny‘ folid r»c'afon: for the nation’s paying
e e , dearer

The letter in defenice of the Eaﬁ‘-]’hdz’kg )
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dearer to other countries for goods we could’

buy cheaper in Framce. Would any wife

“dealer in London buy goods of a Datch thop-
keeper for 15 or 18 4.. when he could have

the fame from a French fhopkeeper for 1 5.2
would he not confider that by fo doing he.

fhould -empty his own pockets the fooner,

and that in the end he would greatly injure

~ his family by fuch whims ? and fhall this na-

tion commit an abfurdity that ftares every
private man in the face? Do our good
friends, the Dutch, commit fuch a blunder in

favour of us ! They know their own intereft:

too well, -and have too good notions of trade
to do it.. - The prefent power of Framce is

~indeed great ; her dominions in Europe are

bigger and more populous by at leaft } than
ours; -but as her naval force cannot match

the half of what we have, our fituation makes’
us the only one of her neighbours:that need:

not fear her ;. befides, her people are net in.

proportion fo rich, her colonies not{o popu-:
lous as ours : but the certain-
is to be more powerful, that'}

‘to extend our”

~trade as far as it is capable of;; and .as re-

ftraints have-proved its ruin, te reject themy
and depend on freedom for fecurity, Dbidding
defiance to the French or any nation in Europe

‘that took umbrage at -our exerting our na-

tural advantages. Before thefe taxes we

Q3 were

to befecure,.



- our navy, an
- muft vanith like a phantom.  Imperator maris,
© terre dominusy is a proverb applied by De Wit
- in his Memoirs, to -a King of England. . Let.
~us examine whether this remark on our power
If Framce can
~give laws by land, Brifain can do-it by fea ;.
- and in a little time the fea will command the

186 An Effay on the Caufes of the

were more powerful, why not fo again? *Tis
our own fault if we are not. By the Britifb
Merchent, wvdl. 1. p. 232. the export.s of
France in 16 58 accerdmg to De Wit,

were - L. 75'0 000

B And in . 314, tbe ex;ﬁorts qf England

in 1699 were
T6 which we may add the value of
the four branches of trade gained by a =
- -free-port, wide p. 140. befides the other . -
._,beneﬂts not enumerated, 9,000,000

L 15 788,000

Suppofe the Fremb to' have now doubled

'*thelr trade of 1658, we can not only double
the value of ours of 1699, but more, as' ap-
pearsabove : befides, the progrefs we fhould
make in Ewrope and in the Eaft-Indies by a

free trade, and the vaft improvements our §
colonies in' America are capable of, muft im-

- creafe the demand for our manufactures be~ §
Let all thefe |

, with the vaft ftrength of |

wyond what was ever known.
be duly confi

he fear of the French power

~will hold good  at this time.

land

e i el it

i

&
{
|
9

1
i
d
i

‘ _;6’7“88,'000 ;

“the war - in:

fand ; for our men of war can deftroy their
ﬂnps, ravage their coafts, batter down their
forts, and burn their fea-port towns.  This -

- mult ruin their trade; as trade goes, fo muft

their money 5 ‘and when the money is gone,
the armies cannot be fupported ; they muﬁ
be drawn from the countries they invade, or -

- they will defert rather. than perith. with

hunger for want of pay. . Had we puthed on
Queen Anne’s reign only by our
fleets, we thould have given qmcker relief to
our Alhes, faved our money, prevented a
load of debts, and feon brought the war to a
conclufion 5 for the ftrong towns which we -

- took in’ Flanders, with fo much expence of
blood and treafure, muft have been abandon-
‘ed by the French troops for want of pay, want

of ammunition- and provifien, and have fal-
len into our Allies hands -witheut firiking a -
{troke, or making only fuch a faint refiftance
asthe Queen of Hungary’s unpaid troops and -
unprovided towns did lately. 'We have never -

yet exerted our natural naval force ; had the . -

French ever- felt the full weight of it, they.
would be more humble; they - would not
dare fo wantonly to mvade our Allies on the -
Continent, for fear of drawmg down our

’ Vengeance upon- them. »

- 1f any Englifbman thould be fo vapoun{h as

~ to doubt whether trade and navigation can

effet this, I defire him only to confider what

TGRS R T
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“fince able to recover.

a few Dutch fithing-towns. were enabled

thereby to do in their revolt from Spain,
whofe power was then the.dread of Eurape;.

the mighty wars they maintained by fea and
land for fifty feven years again{t that crown,

which at laft gave fuch a thock and reduction
to the power of Spain as.it hath not been.
‘The extending at the-
- fame time their trade all over the world, and.
- making vaft conquefts in both Eqf and et
- Indies, until they arofe -to fuch a prodigy of

riches and power, that they became the envy

~and terror of all their neighbours ; and that
from fo low a condition, that at the union of
Utrecht, Puffendorf, in his Introdustion to the

Hiftory of Europe, p. 226. fays, ¢ they coin-

¢ ed a-medal, wherein their State was repre-
¢ fented by a fhip without fails or rudder,,

¢ left to the mercy of the waves, with this

“ infcription, incertum qué fata ferant.” .
- ‘And will not trade and navigation have
greater effets in thefe three kingdoms, whofe
- natural advantages exceed any in Europe ? and

had two yearsago a greater naval force in
commiflion than all Exrope could oppofe a-
gainft it in a twelve-month 3 and would we
but exert it, thould hardly fuffer our enemies
to have a fifhing-boat at fea, or to'gain a

penny thereon to pay armies to invade their

neighbours. Thisis the fhorteft, cheapeft,

and beft way to reduce the exorbitant power -
S B | of

| men could not, without great rifk, get out
orin; the Turkey, Eaft-India, Fithing-and.

‘only, and ruining their trade.. =~
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of France, which, when diftreflfed on the fez-

- coafts, like 2 human body that has one part -
difeafed, will languifh throughout, and afford
an_opportunity to its neighbours to make

eafy conquefts upon it in their turn.

~ There are two farther confiderations in
favour of carrying on a Fremch war by fea

Firft, What trade they lofe, we fhall get;
for by harafling their coafts, their merchant-

Sugar trades would be rendered impra&icable
to them, and the bulk of them fall into our
hands again. Every 100 /. that we get by

fupplanting them' in trade, or taking their
thips, makes them fo much weaker to defend
| themfelves, and we fo much {tronger to at- -
tack themj; whichis a double damage to

R them, and a double benefit to us ; now the

8 Dox con Ingalaterra y con todo el mundo guerra,
| peace with Kngland and war with all the world;
fo feverely did they formerly feel the effects

| {¥onger our attacks are, and the weaker our
“enemy’s defence, the fooner muft a war ter-

minate to our honour: and the Spaniards,

whom we are uncapable of attacking in any

other manner with fuccefs, have a. proverb,

of our naval force.. -~

{ Secondly, Money is the finews of trade as
{ well as war. The bulk of our expences ina

{ea
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190 An Effay on the Caufes of the
fea war, being laid out at home or with our § by opprefling the people with grievous-taxes,
1 by wafting their numbers, by leflening their -
riches, dragging away the laborious® who.
] bring them in, to recruit armies which dif-
fipate them : What perfon that can fly from -

colonies, circulates back again ameng our |
people, and prevents our trade from languifh-
ing. by a {carcity of money: whereas the |
bulk of our expences in a land war being laid
out-abroad, ‘circulates among forcigners, to |
the enriching of them, and the encourage. |
~ment of their trade, but to the impoverifhing |

of us, and the difceuragement of our trade..

.- A fea war is our natural ftrength, and can |
preferve our riches, our trade, and our power,

A land war .is our unnatural ftrength, ‘and

~-always has proved and always muft prove de-
- ftrudtive tous. o
_ But becaufe the incumbrances onr eur trade

at _prefent have given the French {o much the
ftart of us in times of peace, that war feems
abfolutely neceflary to obftru& their growing
power : might neot a compleat eafing .of ous
trade, put us infuch afituation as to be above

fear, confequently unconcerned -at Frefh §

‘quarrels, and ‘make it contrary to our intereft §
- to be-conftantly embarking in them?
~ To this I anfwer, that fuch a fituation is |

one of the many happy effe@s of freedom in

trade : for turbulent ambition defeats itfelf ; §

10 what.a low.condition has not a fet of war-

_delighting kings reduced the kingdem of .

Sweden? War is {o far from increafing the

ftrength of any country:thatit really weakens |
it, by cutting off feveral channels of trade,

by

fuch calamities will ftay to take part in them-?

what nation that can avoid them would wan-

tonly bring them on ? Countries ‘are power-

ful by their numbers of people, not by their -

extent, Spain tho’ larger than France, ha-
ving : lefs people, is z lefs powerful ;5 but

| France, by the calamities of war, may reduce
 its people and power to the ftandard of Spain; -
and tho’ it thould thereby equal the latter in -
extent, yet would that make it ftill weaker 3 -
forthe greater the extent of any country,

the fewer the number of people to defend it,

| the more eafy it is to be attacked with fuccefs.

The United Provinces, tho’ not muchﬂ‘-abc‘)ve
x part of the extent of Portugal, yet being

4 times aspopu?ious,‘arc 4 times as powerful. - |

Where trade is moft free, thither people

~flock, as may be feen in the United Pro- o
vinces; thercfore freedom in trade may make
thefe Kingdoms more populous, confequently
more powerful than France ; and that {ooner

and the more fo, the oftener the latter em-

~barks in deftrudtive wars; which if ‘ﬁlﬁ’ici-
ently attended to, or if our own intereft only

‘was confulted, would make us fit down quiet
and' eafy, without frightening ourfelves at
o IR every
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every motion made by /rench armies on the
- Continent, being affured that the more em.
~ployment they have from their. other neigh.-

bours, the weaker they grow, _confequently

- have the lefs inclination and ability to hurt
us. “Tis their cultivating the arts of peace -

that makes them truly formidable, and. which

we thould dread; not. their lofing the fub-
. ftance by catching at the thadow, in attempt-
- Ing to extend their frontiers with the lofs of

their trade and people; for then is our time,
-by preferving a ftrict neutrality, to have the

trade and navigation of Ewrope left free and

unrivalled to our fhare, to increafe our people,

~and therewith our power ; the happieft fi-
tuation we ever can be ins. -a {ituation - the

Dutch fo hugged themfelves in lately, that
even the repeated moft humble intreaties of

our minifters could not prevail with them to.

quit, by declaring war againft Franmce. And

tho’ it is a hellith policy to fet other people.

together by the ears for our own advantage,

‘yet if of themfelves they will commic fuch

follies, it is. the height of madnefs in us to

- diftrefs ourfelves by entering into deftrucive

land wars, to prevent the Fremch from

doing what we fhould moft wifh they would

‘But now, methihk.s, I fee fome politicians
who would be thought to underftand foreign
B - affairs,

>
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affairs, fhrugging up their fhoulders, and afk-
ing; whether we fhall not be the laft"devour-
ed, when our Allies are {wallowed up? |
To fuch timorous Gentlemen, I anfwer;
That foreign affairs, in the literal acceptation
of the terms, have been thewn above to be

- affairs -quite foreign to us; that when our
- Allies find that we are not {o weak as to take

their loads on our fhoulders, or pay them for

doing  their own bufinefs, they would exert
themfelves in a different manner to what they -
have done of late years; that they are not

o cafily deftroyed as is imagined ; - that the

French have no reafon to-boaft of their late
Campaigns in Germany; that, fuppofing they -

fhould deftroy thefe dear Allies, they muft -
by fo doing in fome degree deftroy them-
felves 5 that peace will increafe our riches,
and the calamities of war on the Continent
increafe our ‘people, and both incrqafe.'_our
power:  Now, I would afk thefe politicians,
thefe men of foreign affairs, What probability

there is of a weakened nation’s devouring’
a ftrengthened one.  How, by underftanding
our own affairs, and purfuing them only,
viZ. in reviving our militia, eafing our trade,
and promoting good officers in our navy,

-the mercenary {laves of an abfolute Monarch
1 could devour freemen in arms, fuperior in

"f,m: 3 . ' i

numbers,
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.ln Eﬁby on the Canfes of the
numbers, fighting pro aris & faczs-

fuch a prodigy?

But to return; Our prohibitions and high
duties have not ruined the French, who make
a greater figure in trade, and empty our
pockets more than ever ; fo that, unlefs we

~ have thereby nnproved our trades to other

ountrles, we are in a fine condition.

The authors of the Britifb Merchant,vol. 2...

p. 4. writing againft the fhameful treaty of

commerce made with Prance at Utrecht in the |

year 1713, fay, «-We gain a million every

¢ year by the balance of our trade with

«€£
¢
£

o«

“Portugal and Italy, and near twice as much

""0

Jondy and fhall we venture the lofing the
¢ gain. of three millions every year from thofe
4 countries, not for the fake of gaining, but
¢ of lofing a fourth million every year to
¢ France 27

Let us fee now how thefe advantageous

- balances have been {fecured to us by hlgh

c.uﬁems and proh1b1t10ns.

By Caﬁamg 5 paper of Feb. 3 1740 )

Lomion gave to G’maa for the dollar 54
~to Penice for the ducat banco 51 L a’
to Leghorn for the dollar 5054

| and
" what inftances there are in hlﬁ:ory to warrant

‘as that with Fl. nders, Germany, and Hol- ‘

LS
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By Sir [/'aczc Newton’s tables,

Genoa, the par is §4 A \
Lofs to England about 1 per cent,
Venice, the par is 49 d. 492 dec .
- Lofs to England about 3% per ceat.
Leghorn the par is 51 d. 69 dec.
'  Gain to ‘England about 2 per cent.
~'To Genoa and Venice the balance is againft us; and

. favourable only a fmall matter to Leghorn.

~ Feb. g 1740 ‘
Lmdau gave to Lifon for the millree 63 4.
The par is 67 d. 166 dec. Gam t0 LEngland about 3 i

per cem‘.

The Brztz/b Merclmnt, 'val 3 p 107. in-
forms us, that ¢ in fome years, when corn
¢ was cheap- here, and dear in Portugal,
(he means during Queen Anne’s war) our .
balance was fo very great, that notwith-
ftanding we paid- fubfidies to the King of
“Portugal, and paid for troops, there were
alfo vaft fums for fupplies of our armies in
“ Valentia and Catalonia; yet Rill the over--
¢ balance lay fo much againft them, that
“ the exchange has been at 5 . 2 d. and 58

: l\

€«
<
¢
¢

[} cl"« R o

~

¢ g millree””

Portugal is a conftant market for corn,. .
either for Britain or its American. colonies ¢
the latter, together with  Ireland, fupply it
with vaft quantities of provifions, great part.
of the payments of which centers in London.
And tho’ we have no fubfidies or armies to-
pay, ‘as m the laft war; yet the Lz/bon €x-

- R.2 : ehang&
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- away by degrees :
~ peryard, the Dautch fupply them with; and
i have beat out ours about that price entirely,

il ti R i ey

An Eﬂhy on tbe Cauﬁ,’s af tbe

change is fo far from falling to 58.0r55 24d.
per millree, that it has not for many years
been under §s. 34.; which can be only
‘owing to the decline of the Portugal market
for our manufattures, particularly the wool-
len. Foreigners working cheaper, fteal it
cloths between 8 and 11 .

as has been obferved before. — Framce begins
to fupply them with fome woollens ; but to

- Italy the fends vaft quantities.  So that it ap-
ears by the exchanges now, that not much
of the fuppofed annual gain of 2 million from
Portugal or Iialy can now remain, great part
of the Portugal gold  brought here being for
Dutch account 3 and the moidores circulated
for 2 75 d. more than they are worth, by
which the nation: is ,-;heaned about % per cent.

Feb. 3. 1440. ~
- London gave the pound Sterling to /Itztwerp for 35 $u

~10d. 'The par is 35 5. 17 dec.
‘Gain to Eng/and about 2 per cent.

*~ London gave the pound Sterlmg to Amflerdam for 34 u |

114, The par is 36 5. 59dec. _
" Lofs to England about 4 & per cent. :
London gave the pound Sterling to Haméurgb for 335 11 4.
_The par is 35 5. 17 dec. -
| Lofs to England about 33 per cerzt.

Lmdan exchanges with Norway, Swedm,
and Ruj/“ iay by the way of Hamburgh and
- v dmﬁerdam

e e

~in the Brz'tz'//o Merchant, as appears by

~ tageous, to avoid all exceptions, I thall fup-~

s e Sk e POV LI RS
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Amfrerdam. Sofbua Geey who was alflo a writer:
ther
preface ;5 in his 77 reatz[e on Trade, publithed:
feveral years after; fuppofes, p 178,. the ba-=
lance we pay to.

J\rarrway to be.: ‘L. 130,000

- Swweden: | 240,000

Rujz'a 400,000: :
L. 770,00@-

He fuppofes, . 179 that we. pay a ba- o
lance to Flanders of 250,000 7. 3 but as'the
exchange to dntwerp appears - to be advan-.

pofe we gain as much, , .. 250,000
The intereft paid to forelgners, propne-! D
tors' in our funds in 1740, being chiefly EAE
Dutcb 400,0001-.-
Neat annual balance due to England from. SR
Cermany and Holland, to make the. Brztz/é NEETIING
Mercbam s calculatz.on, o ~ 580,000

L 12,000,000

~ Such a formxdable fum dae to us. yearly,,ﬁ

‘as 580,000./. muft make the Hamburgb and.

Amfterdam exchanges fometzhmg at leaft in our-
favour. - But is it fo? alas! it appears by
the courfe and par of the. exchanges abovey
that this balance in our favour is not-only.all
gone, but that we have a balance to pay our~

Aelves to both Germany and Holland 5 and it

cannot be a fmall one neither, fince it makes -
the exchange to both fo much in- eur dxf«-~-
favour. R




An Effay on the Cau_/}s‘ of the
- Weare going headlong to deftruction with
carrying on lofing trades with our neigh-

bours 5 and what has brought us to this low
‘ebb? Certainly our excifes, cuftoms, prohi-

198 |

bitions, ill-judged laws, monopolies and na-
tional debts ; ‘thefe are the caufes ; the effects

are loft trades, and decaying rents.. No
‘quacking with the effeéts will reftore us to a
found conftitution ; the caufes muft be re-

~ moved or it is all loft labour.

Before unloading our manufaGurer
above mentioned grievances, it would be an
. unaccountable notion (agreeable to Gee’s opi-
- nion) to make our ports free ; but, after thofe

political fetters are taken off, having {0 many

fuperior advantages, nothing could be feared
but by thofe who envy our fuccefs. Our
natural advantages are fo great, that they
are the foundation of great part of the riches
- of ourrivals; and that they may make the

- greater impreffion on the reader’s memory,

page 89. where they are enumerated, fthould
Jbe here turned to: and, after that view, will
“any one doubt, whether any foreign manu-
facturers can underwork a people untaxed,
free from oppreflions, and with {fuch advan-

tages; ’tis an “affront to the Britifb nation

‘to fuppofe it. 'We may rather fuppofe, that,
by fuch bleflings, upon every war or cala-
- mity on the Continent, the declining manu-

facturers would fly to this afylum with “their

arts,

s of the |

arts, a’'ding wealth and ftrength yearly to-
- the nation. We have ated upon narrow

principles, as if the trade of the world could
be made fubfervient to our reftrictions, which
are ‘inconfiftent with its very nature, and

Cu-

always throw it into a new channel.

ftoms have been compared to a tradefman’s
fetting up a turnpike at his door to raife
“money on his cuitomers; and would it be a .

wonder if they contracted their dealings with

fo wrong-headed a man ? Sir Walter Raleigh'’s
remark on the fate of Genoa, fully prqoves this;
which being formerly a free-port, was the

ftorehoufe of Iraly; but fetting a cuftom . of
16 per cent. on goods imported, they dofk
their trade of foreign merchandize to Leg-

born, made a free-port by the duke of Tu/~

cany 3 which continuing ftill free, retains its
flourithing condition. - If fuch a duty ruined

the trade of Genoa, what will become of ours

that is loaded on fome articles from 50 to
100 per cent. 2 e SRR

Monfieur Colbert made Lewis the XIV. fo
fenfible of the advantages accruing by ea-
fing the trade of France, that, after declaring

in the introdu@ion to the Tariff of 1664;

that -a large bounty fhall be given to encou-

rage manufactures and navigation; yet he lays -

not fuch a ftrefs upon the bounties as the lef-
fening the duties on the exports and imports,

which he calls the moft effeftual means, for .

| the
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200 . An Effay on the Caujég of';[;e

the reftoring of trade. What effett they
~have had, the ruin of our fugar, Turkey,

woollen, and home-fithing trades, declare.

~The French now permit the landing the

fugars and indico of their colonies, at Havre

and Bourdeaux for re-exportation, duty free.

~ To conclude the remarks on this firft ar-
ticle. Whatever is neceflary for life or ma-
nufactures, we thould ftudy to let our people

~have in the cheapeft manner, that the poor

may maintain themfelves - byf their  labour

‘without burdening the rich, and raife taxes

only on the luxurious; and, if low prices
r__a;her«preventi ‘than encourage the confum-
- ption of foreign vanities, why. thould we re-
commend them by raifing an efteem for them
with high cuftoms? Let us politically, like
the wife Dutch, tempt foreigners to encou-

rage our manufacturers, pay our thips frci‘ghts; |

and to-our merchants commiflion, and ware-
houfe-rent for the goods they lodge here u p-
on f{peculation: no concern of ours what
they are, we muft get by them 3 fo thall our
poor have full employment, our cbun'tfyf be-
- come the ftorehoufe, and our failors the car-

rersof the world, = o

- Second

Secod PROPOS A L.

To abolifh our mmopo?ies, unite Ireland, and
put all our fellow-fubjetls on the fame footing in

trade. :

By abolithing monopolies, I only mean
all exclufive trades, not to prevent any from

trading with a large joint ftock who choofe
it, but that every one fhould trade in the man-

| ner he found mott beneficial. -

- liesy &co

. of the benefits arifing by abolifbing ‘monqpa'.,

!

1. It will increafe trade.

- By reftoring our people to their natural

rights, and allowing them to gain, by theix

induftry, an honeft livelihood, wherever they

can find it. ‘ i S .
By preventing any fet of people from
combining together  to raife: extravagant
wages for labour, or prices for goods. |

By furnithing us with the cheapeft necef~
faries, and at the cheapeft freights, : the mar- -

ket being open for all. SR ~
- By taking away from our goods all their

prefent fictitious value, whereby their cheap-
nefs muft prodigioufly increafe their vent;

efpecially the - woollens, whereby the price

Declé;;ze of the Foreign Trade. z‘qﬁf
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dnEﬂy :qn_;tbe C'az{;es | of’h?ie .

~of wool will be raifed, and its fmuggling- pre-

vented. -

- 'Byléﬂ’ening the Frémb and Duzch woollen- |

. trades, in depriving their people of our wool
‘to affort their goods.. : L

By extending our commerce to three-quar-
ter parts of the globe, where it now lan-
guifhes. S | | |

- By ruining all foreign Eaﬁ-]ndz’é Compa,-'

nies, who could not fupport themfelves a-
»galni’c our Free-traders, ~ | R

By increafing the number of buyers athome |

for our goods, confequently raife their value;

a company being but one buyer..

By increafing the number of buyers abroad ;
private dealers trade at alefs expence than

~ companies, and puthing againft one another
muft fell for reafonable profits ; whereby a

- greater vent is given to our goods.. =~ .
o By gaining us the herring-fithe ry, for the
reafons mentioned in p. 127.
- By increafing our navigation vaftly ; for
by the fithery, and by opening the Eaft-India
and Turkey trades, twenty fhips would be em-

‘ployed where one is now. There go above.

- tweaty private fhips to Africa, to one the
- Company fends. W

By opening the woollen-trade of Ireland,

that of Britain will receive benefit (tho’ the

{  contrary is the' common opinion); which [

prove thus. - Suppofe one pack of Zrih wool
e o of

TR ST T e

of 6 1. value, to make four cloths, that pack
of wool being {fmuggled to Franmce works up
two packs of French wool, making altogether
twelve cloths. A

A pack of Irifp wool fmuggled to Frauce, |
hinders the fale of ‘twelve Engli/b cloths, {up--
pofing them of 6/ value each, prevents the
circulating of ‘ R

A pack of wool' manufattured in Ireland, -
can hinder the fale but of four Eng/i/b cloths at : :
6 /. each ; can prevent the circulating butof 24

- ' The difference is
*“Ttis computed that one third of what Ireland =

L.z

' gets, centers here at laft ; which on thefour’ - -
cloths at 6 /. each, making 24/ is 8

The benefit that England receives by every
pack of wool manufattured in Ireland, inftead
of being run to France, is. = o Ligb

The wool of France is too coarfe to manu-
fature  for exportation ; but being mixt

with one third Irib, makes faleable cloth;
| every four cloths exported from Irelond as.

above, ftops the exportation of twelve French
cloths ; the foreign confumption  is ftill the
fame, let who will fupply the market. Ireland

-~ can export no more manufactares of our forts

than it grows wool; for, were the Englif
untaxed, and ' unmonopolized, they ‘would

manufacture all their own wool ;5 if twelve

cloths are wanted at any market, and Ireland.
can‘_fupply-’but" four, and France for want of

- Irih
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drifb wool, not any, Britain muft fupply the
remaining eight. o

~ Ouar Colonies” in America extend as far
north, and farther fouth than the latitudes of
Europe, and feem capable of raifing all Exro.

- pean growths ; they have a more convenient
~navigation to the Baltic and Mediterranean |

than they have to each ‘other : they build |

| hips cheap, have land for a trifle, therefore |
can fupply the Baltic with the fouthern |

growths, and the Mediterranean with the

northern growths, cheaper than they can

~each other; therefore our fhips with Planta.
tion cargoes, muft fwarm in thofe feas, by

- Tow freights, beat-out other nations, and be §

 the common carriers of Europe. The Britifh
“Iflands, when free-ports, by their natural ad-

vantages, muft be the center of the trade of |

Europe ; therefore cargoes home will prefent
themfelves in abundance ; and our manufac-
“tures, when reduced to their natural prices,
becoming the cheapeft in Exrope, the fupply
for the Colonies mutt of courfe be here : the
labour of their white people being at prefent
very dear, our manufactures would come
cheaper to them than they could make them;
and a free trade caufing a prodigious demand
for their growths, thefe would give better
_ profit than manufactures, confequently caufe
- them to be negleGted. Befides, there muft
‘be a large importation of negroes to
EN | - - ~ thefe

raife

-follows,

15,289,375

thefe growths in our Colonies, which muft -

increafe the demand for our manufaé‘cures";
and as the northern Colonies fupply the French
and Spanifb Plantations with great quantities

of provifions, our people would have thereby

opportunities to introduce the cheap manu-
factures of Britain, to which the ‘aving the
high European duties would -be vattly con-
ducive. , o

By this propofal the taxes on Britain will
be leflened,

In England 8 millions.
Scotland 2 ditto.
Ireland 2 ditto.

America 1 di_t'to.

. T.Qtal

i_3 millions.
The general amount of our taxes and
part of their confequences, in p. 41. is

If part of thépé,ople; the 8 millions in
England, pay this, it amounts to 1/ 185,

i ! d. per bead. .

~But fuppofe the tax on the Confumers of ‘

luxuries to take place, adding no artificial
prices to -goods 5 but diminifhing the expences

- of the Government, yet that, by paying off

our debts and carrying on public’ works,’
8 millions of money are wanted, to which the
s ~ whole

D-eﬂ?ha of the Fofeign Trade. | 205
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whole 13 millions of fubjets contribute, it
‘amounts but to 12, 3=z 4. per head; not the
one third of the above.
~Thus, by putting all our _
on ‘the fame happy footing, no-difcontents
could arife, but a general improvement {pread
over our whole dominions. -~
2. It will employ our poor.
~This is a confequence of the laft remark ;
for the more manufadtures, navigation, and
fitheries flourifh, the greater employment
they provide for the poor. S
3 Ii will increafe the flock of people.
"This is a confequence of the firft remark;
for wherever trade is molt free, thither people

flock: if the door be opened to receive,

whatever failors, fithermen, and manufactu-
rers we want, will be drawn in. -
4 It'will increafe our riches. |

‘This is a confequence of the foregoing re-
marks; for the abolithing monopolies, making
our goods cheaper, and at the fame time

. opening the trade of the whole world to vend

thém in; foreigners muft be more indebted
tous, and the people that flock here, teach-

~ ing us new manufactures, or improving fome

~of thofe we already have, our wants muft
grow lefs, and the general balance of trade

be brought more in our favour.

By opening the trade of Ireland and the

Colonies, which countries being too poor to
o : - give

fellow-fubjeds

County.

give it the extent it is capable.of, muft there-
fore be carried on for years to come by
Englifb ftocks ; confequently a great p
the profic falls into the hands of the Englifh
merchants: add to which, that about one

third of what Ireéland and the Colonies get,

is fent here for goods, or fpent by ablentees’y |

therefore the richer they grow, the richer
muft Britain become. - S
g It will increafe the value of our lands.

This is a confequence of all the above re-

marks ; for whatever caufes trade, employs
our poor,

reader is referred to p. 141. o

The abolifhing of monopolies is proved to
be the caufe of trade, which is the caufe of all
the other remarks ; therefore the abolithing
of monopolies is a great increafer of the value
of lands. e :

r

To withdraw the bounties on exported corny

and to eredd public magazines of corn in every

.

Havﬂing mcweﬁuin P -»'65.' the_;preju}dicé we
‘do our trade in feeding foreigners cheaper by
cE S2  bounties

K
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part of

increafes the ftock of people, and
increafes our riches, muft increafe the value -
of our landsy for the proofs of which the -
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~bounties than our own people, and that the
- pretence of keeping up the value of lands by
any method that hurts trade muft-prove fal-
- lacious 5 I fhall now fhew how their value
- may be kept up without any bounties, wviz.
By permitting each County to form a com-
- pany at 100 /. each fhare, to ere& magazines
- of corn, to be managed by twelve or more
- Direétors, one fixth part of whom to go out
. Yearly, uncapable ever to be ele@ted again ;
their fhares to remain one year unfold after
- they go out, as a fecurity for their paft con-
. No perfon capable of being chofe a Di-
‘rector who is not poflefled of ten fhares.
~ . Every fhare to have a vote for Direors. -
- That the ftock be not lefs than one quar-

ter of wheat for each head in the County,
‘after the computation of 5 perfonsto each
That they never buy but at 20, per
- quarter of wheat precifely. .
- 'That they never fell but at 40+, per quar--
ter of wheat precifely. =
- Except that to prevent its fpoiling, with
- the.confent of a General-court, they
‘may fell the old corn, and replace the
~fame quantity of new. = =
That they never fell but to the Millers of
the County, who fhall give fecurity to grind
“the wheat, and not export the flour. = -
RR : < S That
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That they never fell more per week than

“the 52d part of the corn they have in the

magazines at the time of opening. |
That their General-courts be impowered
to enaét by-laws.. ,

| Of the beﬂqi‘ifsf czkéﬁng by ereé?img kpuf‘élz'c- ma;
S gazines of corn. |

1. Jr will increafe Trade.

By creating this new branch which we

never yet had, and by which the Duzch reap

- great advantage, and it cannot fail anfwering

the fame to us; for with regard to the pro-

prietors, it may be obferved, That this is a B

folid trade, not liable to feizures at the caprice
of foreign princes, to captures by privateers,

| to ftoims and thipwrecks at fea, or to the -
frauds of officers in remote countries ; here

the provident, who ftore up the excefs of the

bounties of nature againft the unavoidable
calamities of bad feafons, befides the pleafure

of feeing our own people fully fupplied, whilf

~ our neighbours are complaining, will be bene-
fited in their incomes, not by grinding the

faces of ‘the poor, but by preventing their
miferies ; and as corn is feldom many years

 together under 40 5. the magazines may pay -

- better intereft than any of our prefent funds,
By rendering all. our other laws relating -
to the importing, Sengrgflﬁng,} exporting, €9’cf
i 3 Ry

.
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“of corn, needlefs 3 for when the fictitious va-

lue of our goods is taken away, we can raife
corn as cheap or cheaper than our neighbours

" therefore none can be imported for our own

- confumption to {ink the value of our lands,

but only upon {peculation for better markets
abroad; which a Free-port trade giving en-
couragement to, we thould have thereby

‘more corn .in more hands in the nation than

- at prefent ; confequently be lefs liable to be
impofed on by engroffers, who even could

afford to fell to our own people 10 or 15 per

cent. cheaper than to foreigners by the freight,

charges, and rifk being faved: and when any

- foreign demand happens,. having not only

our own public magazines for our own fup-

“ply, but alfo more private granaries, the ex-
portation of corn, fo far from being danger-

ous, muft create a trade vaftly beneficial.
By encouraging manufactures, as being a

muit bear its proportion to the neceffary ex-
pence, when corn in bad years is dear with

“our neighbours, their labour, and confequent-

proportion ; whilft our own people, being

{upplied cheap from the magazines, are able,

by cheap labour, to bring their manufac-

tures cheap to market, whereby they make
their way againft foreigners, and eftablifh a
‘reputation difficult to be removed. |

By

ly their manufactures, muft grow dear in

" means to keep labour low ; for as the income  §
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By encouraging our navigation; for as.

freights muft bear a proportion to the fhip’s
expence, fo, by this method, our fhip-owners -

in general will ‘be furnithed with Dbifcuit

cheaper than either Fremch or Dutch; and

the cheaper our freights, the more of the

 carrying-trade muft we get: befides, the im-~

portation of corn upon {peculation for better

markets, and its re-exportation when the

markets are advanced, muft give conftant

employment to a vaft number of fhips. -~
o. It will employ our poor.
This is a confequence of the laft remark ;

for the cheaper labour can be performed, the

more conftant employment will be found ; -
and this being a means to feed the poor

cheaper in times of fcarcity than foreigners,
can give no pretence of raifing their wages

above them; but the miferies the poor now -
fuffer in hard winters be in a great meafure -
revented, and the granariesand corn-trade

will furnifh employment to great numbers of

~ Sailors, Watermen, Carmen, &e. e

3. It will increafe the flock of people.

“This is a confequence of the encouraging

trade, and employing the poor, a3 has’ been

before proved; to which may be' added,

"That all times of fcarcity produce diftempers,

~which carry off great numbers of people;
whereas this will prevent that calamity, con- -
o - fequently
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feqﬁently preferve many lives; and the bet.

ter the means of living are in any country,
the more people will be drawn in to partake
of them. |
o 4. It will increafe our riches. S
By bringing in vaft fums of money in fcarce
~ years ‘from foreigners. Sir Walter Raleigh,
in his Obfervations on Trade, prefented to
King Fames 1. {ays, ¢ That Amferdam is never
¢ without 700,000 quarters of cornj a.
“ dearth in England, France, Italy, or Porty-
¢ gal, is truly obferved to enrich Holland for
“feven years after ; that in a fearcity of
® cornin his time, the Hamburghers, Emb-
¢ deners, and Dutch, out of their ftorehoufes,
¢t furnifhed this kingdom ; and, from Souzb-
¢ amptom, Excter and Briftol, in a year and
¢ a half, carried away near 200,000/, and
¢ he computes their fupply then for the
¢ whole ‘kingdom carried away two milli-
¢ _ons.” Had magazines of corn been ere-
~ed fome years ago, what immenfe fums might
we not have brought into the nation in the
year 1740°? - o
5+ It will increafe the value of our lands.
This is a confequence of all the above re-
marks ; for whatever caufes trade, employs
- our poor, increafes the ftock of people, and
increafes our riches, muft increafe the value

‘of our lands ; for the proof of which the

reader is referred to p. 141.

- | - . -
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The ereéing public magazines of corn is
proved to be the caufe of trade, which is the
caufe of all the other remarks ; therefore the

erecting public magazines of corn is a great
increafer of the value of lands. =

This propofal will prevent the price of
wheat from ever finking {o low as to ruin the

Farmer; but, on the contrary, keecp up a

good price, that muft even increafe the pre-

fent natural value of our lands ; 20 s. of real,.

true, intrinfic value per quarter of wheat,
taxes, &c. taken off; being as good a price

as 404. 9d. 38 of the prefent fiitious value ¢
at which laft price if wheat could be kept
now, the value of our lands would rife confi-

derably ;  confequently muft do the fame

- when a price”equivalent to it'is conftantly

preferved. -

o E@rfb PR O _B"‘O'«S,',;A'L.ﬁ o

To d{[coumgé z'diemﬁ by well regulating onr p‘obr;_ |

Sir Fofbua Child’s {cheme in His ;Dz’ﬁomﬁ on - |
Trade, chap. 2. {eems very conducive to this,

with fome few additions. = |

¢¢ That there be a Corporation eﬁabliﬂied* .
“ inevery County for re_:gulating the poor, to . -

“ confift.of fifty perfons with perpetual fuc-

¢ ceflion, to be ftiled Fathers of the poor.”
U T v That

Decline of /z‘/?.w FJreigk Trade, 21§

A iy



B 1

An Eﬂézy on tbe Cczuﬁ’s of t%e

214
~ That the faid number of fifty be conftantly
- filled up by eleé’uon of the frecholders oncea
jear.
¢ That all the parﬁh -officers w1thm each
County be fubordinate and accountable to
their refpe&tive Corporations.” e

-¢¢ That the faid Corporations have power

¢ to affefs and compel the payment from
¢ every parifh in their County of the medi-
“ um of the poor’s rates raifed in the three
- §¢ years preceeding.’”

That one tenth part of the faxd fum be‘

abated yearly, until the wholein -ten years

‘time be done away, and the poor mamtamcd. |

by the donations of the charitable only..
“That each Corporation do appoint a Trea-
furer to receive the alms of all ehantably dlf-
nofed perfons.

¢ That the faid Corporations have power'

“ to ere¢t workhoufes, Hofpitals, working-
¢ {chools, houfes of corretion, and to ex-

"\f\

< that any number of Juftices of the Peace

% may now do in their Qx}arter-feﬁions, or
¢ otherwife.”’

That they receive none but infants and

perfons well recommended for their dlhgencv

- and fobriety, as proper objects.

That each of the faid Fathers ef »the poor

have power to commit any vagrant, or per-
i fon not havmg a vifible eftate or trade, and
~ then:

ércife all other powers relating to the poor,

1 That Whatever the faxd Corporatwns d1{'

Decline. of the 'Fofezgn T rade. . g;x 5
their own dxforderly poor, to the County
.goal, '

That the f2id commitments be ba1lable. ~

That, at the Aflizes for the Counties, the
~perfons names fo committed be called over,

- and thofe who cannot give a good account

of themfelves be tranfported for three years. -

- ¢ That the faid Corporations have power
“ to admit as Members, having equal power
¢ with thofe elected, every perfon paymg in
“ 100 I to the poor’s ufe.”

“That feven or more Fathers of the Poox do .

make a Court. .

- That every Nﬂn;ﬁer and Church warden go
together once a year to every houfe in their
parifh to colle@t the alms of charitably dif-
pofed perfons, entering the fame in a book.

“That the whole colle¢tion being made, the
money be  remitted to the Corporation the

parhbelongs to, with the faid book figned

by the faid Minifter and Church-wardens.

¢ That all money given for the poor be

¢ accounted facred ; and that it be felony
‘“ to mifapply, conceal, lend -or convert it
¢ to any other ufe or purpofe whatfoever.”
That every Cor poratlon do publifh its ac«
“counts yearly.

That whatever the faid Corporatmns Want, |

'be publicly bought of the loweft contractor..

iiisone S

" e i et



w16 AwEfay on the Canfes of the

pofe' of, be advertifed to be fold by public f
“auction to the beft bidder. .

That whenever they want money, or
whenever a time of general calamity brings
on an extraordinary charge, they take care
to give public notice thereof, to ftir up the

- charity of all good people to relieve their
 diftrefled and ftarving brethren. \

“ Of the benefits arifing by well 'regélatz'ng"

" our poor.

1. It will increafe Trade. |
- For our poor feeing that no ' idle vagrants

~ can live here, but muft be tranfported, and

~that none but thofe well recommended for

their diligence and fobriety can be maintained
by the Fathers of the Poor in ficknefs or old

- age, they muft of neceflity become frugal,

~ induftrious, and work at fuch prices as trade

will afford ; not fpend half of their wages in

- drink, (as the Britifh Merchant, vol. 1. p. 7.

afferts it to be well known that ours do)

~ whereby no nation can out-rival us. on ac-

count of the plenty of provifions of all forts
tural advantages for trade fuperior to any na-

the advantage of a Free-port, and other good

~ regulations offered by thefe propofals ; fo that
- our poor, by abating their luxury and idle-

nefs,

R

that our country abounds with, and its na- §

tion, the exemption from oppreflion by taxes,

nefs, will be able to work as cheap as any :

people ; the confequence of which is a cer-
tain increafe of trade. | |

By taking off our burdenfom and unjuft
Poor’s Rates on the induftrious, who now:

maintain  the idle, our goods will become

Y cheaper, confequently more vendible.

2. It will employ our poor.

This is a confequence of the laft remark ;
§ for as’tis certain that they who bring their
- goods the cheapeft to market will have the

moft trade, fo thofe that work the cheapeft

muft have the moft employment; for 1.1t

will be more conftant by being cheaper.

2. Though they. receive a lefs number of

pence for wages, yet they will be more
valuable by the prices of neceflaries being

B freed from taxes with their confequences.
3. The poor being, by this propofal, inured to
labour and reftrained from idlenefs, they will
work more and fpend lefs, therefore be ena-
bled to lay up a better provifion for their fa-

milies than they now do. ~
3+ It will increafe the flock of people.
Though this has been proved before to be
a certain confequence of the two former re-

“marks, yet as fome people, out of afalfe
tendernefs, may think that the tranfportingof
many vagrants may depopulate the nation, I

thall endeavour to fhew the contrary.

T

Declme of i/aeForezgiszdg. o p, 1?
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1. Idlenefs is the root of all evil, and twe
“of the punithments of evil-doers with us are

- hanging and tranfportation j fo that idlenefs
_deprives us of many people ; but this pro-
pofal, tending in its nature to make ous
people frugal and induftrious, will preferve
and fave many from thofe two calamjties.

- 2. Idlenefs brings on want, difeafes, death,

~‘and thins a mation ; but frugality and in-

duftry ‘caufe  plenty, health, long life, and

people a country. - ~

3. Idlenefs difables men from fupporting a
family, therefore prevents marriage ; frugality
and indaftry enable men to marry, and ftock
~a country with people. - |

. - .

4 If this propofal drives away the idle‘;«fo

e s

- much the better ; they are a burden inftcad |

" of abenefit to the community ; it will fupply

their places by increafing ‘trade with more §

deferving people from our neighbours, agree-
‘able to this maxim, Such as your employ-
ment is for people, fo many will your people

~deemed a crime, and punithed accordingly,
~but that frugality and induftry are virtues,
rewarded with good wages and a comfortable
- fubfiftence ; a thorough reformation muft en-
~fue among them, the idle be few, and this
- - obje¢tion vanith, -

4. It

5. When our .'_peo‘p‘-lc' fee that idlenefs is §

B e

. The well regulating g »
> fe of trade, which is the caufe of
b e eher ’ therefore the well re- -

gulating our poor is a great increafer of. the

4. It will increafe our riches. S

%‘hiﬁ:i confeqflfence of the other remarksy
and of the propofal itfelf, which tends to.
make our people induftrious ; the hand of é/sei
diligent maketh rich; and the greater number:
of diligent hands we have,
we fhall get.

5. It will increafe the value of our lands.

This is a confequence of all the above re-
marks ; for whatever canfes trade, employs:

the poor, increafes the ftock of people, and

increafes our riches, muft increafe the valg’g
of our lands j for the proofs - of ~_Wh1:Ch_ the,
Reader is referred to p. 141, -

our poor is proved to.
all the other remarks;

value of lands.

edti it will be faid, That
" Objetion. But perhaps it will be faid, at
 the p]oor being left to fubfitk on charity iny,

will be ftarved.

To this I anfwer, That the great n:u,ml?ey, |
of idle beggars we now voluntarily maintain,

pfoves;thc contrary ; that in all times of ge-

neral calamities our charity is eminent, as. Sir
- '?‘qﬁabc,/oild fays it W.asﬁ«a;fter the fire of Lando.;z,.i .
and was again_proved in the h,ard}wmt—lelar, in
‘1739 befides, the Fathers of the Poor here-

by propofed, being perfons of character and

" fortune, will, for their own honour, by their:
et T2 . delicate

219

the more riches
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 delicate fenfe of public good, and their love § k‘Declme‘of the Foreign Trode:  ze f
for true charity, take care to diftinguith be- § - That the faid bonds, for the conveniency:
| {)Wle.ther eal and pretended objects of want ;- of trade, be for any fums not lower than 54.
Y which the numbers of the former will ap- { norexceeding roc0l.
pear to be bur few, and they, by good ma- | That they be divided into claffes according
nagement, maintained at a {mall expence 3 to their rates of intereft. R LR I
whereby the encouragement to charity will | . a . Sy
be. vaftly increafed, by people’s knowing cer- B That the i/ claf do not exceed 3 millions Sterding,
tamly where to give their money to do good; § B . T _at 3 per cent. (
the want of which certain knowledge, is a | . Cooz . Gatzgpercent. o
‘ . .o ’ , ; - Cogdy, L ‘ ' Q at 2 per cent.
great "damp to our charity at prefent. =} - Ath, ' 12 at 12 per cent.
Th§refore‘, as We now maintain voluntarily | stk L 1g at 1 per cent. g
more idle people than really want, there can  bth, for the remainder e
~ be no doubt but they will, when reduced to | ~ of the debt, - atipercent.

" That the bonds of every clafs be numbers
. ed, and the numbers never altered. o
| - That the intereft be payable at an office to:
| be eretted for that purpofe, whenever it be
S - | I called for, and a new bond given in the name
- To pay off by dubli | . | of the perfon receiving it, with' its original®
il ;ﬂtmﬂp ie'@;:;/dfn ﬁydp utiic &o;z as, éem:mg §  number, and the date the intereft is paid to. -
| ting pars ofg our di&i’; y’e’;,(}rf"f”?”""‘ and liguida- § That the bonds be negotiable by indorfe--
SR TR e I ment to any creditor, and for any taxes to-
That boo d at ¢l & the Government. SRS R R
ey be_opened at the Eixchequer I  That the bonds for the amount of both

for receiving money fr rf r pe
: 1 ‘om an’ fon or per- o " |

y any perfen or per- principal and intereft, ‘be a legal tender for
any tax, bill of exchange, note, or any debt

{ons defiring public bonds, which money to
be applied immediately to pay off our nation- whatfoever. = | LN |
‘That a fum equal to the amount of one

| g;)per‘ objects only, be fufficiently provided

P PROPOSAL

~al redeemable debts ; thofe that bear the high-

- eft rate of intereft, and are of . - T “

- ftanding, toi)l?i?rei‘t}?a?gdoge of the longeft | fubfidy be granted yearly by Parliament, to
i e B O  rpae | Py off our redeemable debts and . public

_ | , at. ) bonds ; thofe that bear the higheft rateof in~

| , | S 3 - o tereft,

- — ~ T {0 e SRR B o S ot
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tereft, and are of the longeft ftanding, to be

- the firft paid off- AR :
‘That public notice be given in the Gazetze

monthly, by the Commiflioners of-the office,

the bond they pay to ; the intereft on all the

" the expiration of three months after fuch no-

| That‘accouhts be delivered yearly to Par-
liament by the Commiffioners.

bonds ; for though their being negotiable by

gery difficult, yet too much caution cannot
~ be ufed to prevent it intirely, and give the
“bonds the greater credit. R L

- Of the bekqft& tzriji}zg by pczyiﬂg off ourdc’bﬁ by
.. public bonds..

1. It willincreafe trade.
By putting our debts that have almoft
- ruined us, on a footing of being fpeedily paid
off with honour.. ST

- our coin : money lying by, brings in nothing;

' "~ but all thefe bonds pay fomething for keep-

ing, and I prefume that no petfons (much lefs

1 how far they can pay off the bonds, fpecify-
- ing the number of the clafs, and number of

‘That a curious ftamp be added to the

By creating a currency more valiable than

!
.

included numbers to ceafe and determine at

indorfement only to creditors; may make for-

Decline of the Fofez‘gn”‘[' rade. 223

| the Bank or the Bankers) would keep

money by them lying dead, when they could
have current bonds that bore only a half per
cent. intereft. Would the Bank, who are
computed to have always a dead cafh of above.
one inillion by them, refufe making 5000 /.
per annum profit of 1t at 2 half per cent. in.
bonds ! Could the Directors anfwer to the.
proprietors the neglect of not adding fuch

. a fum yearly to their ufual profits! Would
" any perfon’ take out a bank-note that bore no

intereft, when he could have abond carrying
a half per cent. and equally convenient 5 for -
any trader would as foon give change for it,
as for a bank-note ! ST
By increafing the currency ef the nation;
for as trade always languifhes where money 1s.
fearce, fo the benefit by taking off all mono-
polies might be defeated, for want of a pro-
er currency to carry on the flow of trade
thereby caufed ; whereas, adding an increafe

 of currency to an increafe of trade, muft carry

it to a greater height than we ever yet knew.
By reducing the intereft of money, which

is a great encouragement to trade, by forcing

people to induftry, who would otherwife live

“idle on the high intereft of their money;

whereas the intereft of thefe bonds finking
gently to a degree too low to indulge people
in idlenefs, the poflefflors of them who have
not lands to improve, muft either find out
‘- T B P
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new branches of trade, or ftudy to improve
‘the old ; enter into purtnerthip wicth Traders
of experience, or lend them their money to

trade with ; whereby private credit will be

increafed, and our Traders enabled to buy at
‘home with ready money, and fell at long
“credit  abroad 3 which will make them fteal
~ away the trade of all thofe nations, whofe
high intereft will not enable them to do
the fame ; and the lower the intereft, the
more moderate profits our Traders can con-
‘tent themfelves with, whereby the vent of
~our goods muft be increafed: for, was the
natural rate of intereft at 2 per cent. a Trader

“who borrowed money would think 4 per cent,

good profit ; whereas he who borrows at 4

per cent, cannot be fatisfied with lefs than 6

- or 7, and muft negle& all trades that will not
- give that profit, which the Dutch, by their
low intereft, are glad to undertake ; and
- when our cafe is the fame, fo fhall we.

* By making our people frugal ; for a low
rate of intereft forcing a low profit in trade,
- people’s expences muft grow more moderate 3

and the lefs we confume, the more we fhall
have to fell, which is the moft folid way to

make a nation rich. B
By gaining more experience ; for low pro-

fits raifing eftates flowly, men cannot quit = §

~_ bufinéfs fo foon for idle country lives as they
- do now, but muft bring up their children to
A B - their
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their bufinefs, in order to affift them in«'theiifff
old age; which may go on to the fourth or’

fifth generation, before an eftate is raifed to
turn country Efquires upon, whereby a fo-

reign correfpondency with the beft houfes,

the knowledge of proper workmen, and the

the fon by the father’s experience ; confe-

quently, from fuch a foundation, the utmoft

{kill in trade muft be attained.

2. It will employ our poor. e

" 3+ 1t will increafe the flock of people.

. Thefe having been already proved to be :
the confequences of the increafe of trade; the:

 characters of mafters of thips, are fecured to -

Reader is referred back to thefe heads in the |

remarks on the foregoing propofals.
4. It will increafe our rickes.

* Not only as a confequence of the above re~

marks, but alfo by reducing thofe vaft divi- |

- dends the foreign proprietors of ftocks have
now remitted to them, whereby more money

will be kept in the nation. .
5. It will increafe the value of our lands.

‘This is the confequence of all the above |
remarks; for whatever caufes trade, employs

our poor, increafes’ the ftock of people, and

increafes our riches, muft increafe the value
of our lands ; for the proofs of which the
Reader is referred to p. 141, SR

- The paying off our debts by public bonds is -
proved to be the caufe of trade, which is the

caufe



~ eaufe of all the other remarks ; therefore the
\paying off our debts by qulic bonds is a.
~ great increafer of the value of lands.

- Befides, where plenty of currency 1s to be
- had, there it will be borrowed by the Land-
 Bolders, and employed in different manures,
- cultures, plantations, new produds, whereby

yearly improvements will be made; and |
when the corn-magazines are compleated, |
there being no other employment for money
but in trade or lands, thofe who did not un-
~ derftand trade, or care to truft their money
to thofe who did, or who had raifed fufficient  §
eftates by it, muft become purchafers of land;
" which number by increafing, mauft increafe |
. their value.: ERERTEIIE -

. Having thus attempted to fhew that our
nataral advantages in trade are undoubtedly
fuperior to any nation’s whatfoever ; that |
~if properly cultivated they would render us |
more formidable than France, ‘cqnfequgnﬂy@-
than any country. in Europe; that if we had
‘no taxes but on the voluntary confumers of
* Juxuries, and if our trade was quite free, all
. fi&itious value would be taken from our
goods ; whereby: they might be ‘afforded |
cheaper than any in Europe : and if thofe vatt -
| fums that now lie dead in our funds were
circulating in bonds, we fhould raifc an im-

T as6 anEfyon ik Cafisof e F

€4
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menfe trade all over the world, a vaft navi-

gation for our protection, increafle the num-
ber of our people, give employment to all

“our poor, accumulate riches yearly ; and that

all this. cannot be done without vaftly in-
creafing the value of lands, which, in the Re-
marks on the feveral propofals, I have en-

‘deavoured fully to prove, to the conviction,
I hope, of ‘thofe gentlemen for whofe benefit

this Effay” chiefly was intended, wsz. our -
Country-Gentlemen, the Land-holders .of .

thefe three kingdoms. Before concluding, I
muft repeat, That my chief intent herein
was toremove that deftructive prejudice a-

' rifing from the falfe diftinétion of Landed and
Trading Interefs, by fthewing, that there nei-

ther is or can be any difference of intereft be-
tween them ; for whatever clogs trade, muft
fink the value of lands; and that any benefit
to trade, how remote focver it may feem
from land, will at laft terminate in increafing
its value: therefore I dare beldly affirm,

- That the giving trade the utmoft freedoms

and encouragements, is the greateft and moft -
folid improvement of the value of lands. ¢ It

¢ muit be evident, fays the author of Bri-

““ tannia Languens, p. 290. that were our

¢« trade eafed as our neighbour nations, Eng-

¢ Jand would have the fuperiority, fince the

fame caufes muft produce greater effeétsin
’ , L ‘ ¢¢ Eﬂglgnd} ,
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- ¢ national advantages, wh1ch no other na-
- =4 tjon doth-or can enjoy.”

- Was our trade eafed and encouraged by
the foregomg pmpefals beyond that of our
1 neighbeurs, to what a height of riches and
Lo power would not our natural advantages car-
.. ryus? The conﬁderatwn of which is hereby

fubmitted to the Legiflature, which can,

- _ﬂounfhmg people in the world

Fins

e Englcmd ‘being invigorated with thefe our -

- whenever it pleafes, - make us the moft



