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| ‘The Humble Petition

OF

" DoroTHY DISTAFF,
ABIGAIL SPINNING-W HEEL,
. Evreanor Reer, &
o Spinfters, |
| .‘T‘O'VTHE_" .
" Lady Rebecea Inllpact
R . WITH o |
" A Refpecful Bpifile to Sir Rews Spaees)y

concerning fome Omiflions of the utmoft
Importanice in his Lady’s Wardrobe:
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T the Honourable and moft
- Excellent Matron, Mrs.
- Rebecca Woollpack,

ﬂye Humble Reprefentation 4’@2{ Péti;iﬂ
- on of Dorothy Diftaff, Abigail Spin-
* - ning-Wheel, Eleanor Reel, of s

 Edmundsbury in the Coumsy of
- Suffolk, Spinflers ; in Bebalf of them-

- felves and many Thoufands of the

Female Manufacturers of Wooll and

~ Worfted Yarn tn the {aid County, and
 in the Counties of Norfolk, Effex,
- Huntington,  Cambridge, Hert-

Humbly Sbew}éf/}; e

lehssel H A T Your Petitioners have
7] 6| for many Years been chear-
Zormay] fully Employ’d in the Wool-
=== len Manufa&ures of England,
that is to fay, in the Spinning of Worg-
ed Yarn for the Stuff Weavers of Mog
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; wicb..ahd of London, by which we _ha,‘s"é

very comfortably maintain’d and fup-

ported our felves in fuch manner, ‘as
- that we haye upon all Occafions ap-

pear’d decently " at ‘Church ; 'that is to
fay, ‘with'a.clean: Pinner,. a.Chetry- co-
lour’d Chim-knot, a white Apron,: and
a clean-Pair " of * Gloves; “ fo “that our
Sweet.hearts have not been atham’d. of

us; nay, fome of us, who have fet to our

‘Work-harder than ordinary;  have ob-
tain’d, by -long Labour and good Houf-

-wifry, a-narrow Buckinghamfhire. Edging
~to our Pinnars, to the great Improvement
‘of oir Neighbour-Laffes of that Coun-

- ty, and the Encouragement of the Ma-

“nufacture of :Bone-Lacealfo, .
. We.alfo farther -humbly. reprefent,

That in fome Parts of the County where
our Fellow-Spinners aré poorer, and have

- not Fathers ‘and Mothers to work for

them, as we who are good.Farmers-and

Hufbandznens Daughters, may be fup-
~ pos'd to have; but wheére, on 'thé contra-

ry, the Money earn’d by the Labour.of

- the poor"Women ‘and Children is ém-
‘ploy’d for their dayly Subfiftence, yet
‘that'even there, may it pleafe your Lady-
- dhip, the induftrious poor Womeén have, -

,,,,,

Yarn, as aforcfaid, maintain'd their faid

Families,

(7

‘Families, and kept themfelyes and their
- faid Children from Mifery, and from be- -
- ing chargeable to the Parifh, tho’ with

very hard Work and thé utmoft Induftry.
and Application, . - i

~ But now, and’t pleafe your Lady-
~thip, there 18 fad: and dreadful News

. come among us, as well: from: Norwich
" as, from : London, where our Mafters
' who employ. us fell their Yarn, and
i from whence they always, till now, had
 Encouragement to {et us to -Work, as
“alfo from all other Parts: of the Coun-
-try, fignifying to us, that all the -Ladies =

of ::London, the Honourable and Right
Honourable Spinfters of Cheapfide and all
over England, and even your Ladyfhip
among the reft, have on a fudden, and
to our great Surprize and - Amazement;
given over the Ufe and Wearing of the

good honeft old Englifp Manufa&ures of

Wooll' and ‘of Worfted, and of Silk

mixt with Wooll, Things in" which
~wealways believ’d here in the Country

that we look’d -as pretty, and appear’d

- as tempting and agreeable to our Lo-

vers and Sweet-hearts, as in any Thing

we.can get .to wear, and in which we

flaen as high and as proud as ever they
can or will be in any Thing elfe. -

| \gave been told the City-Spinfters have

And
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“And this is not all; but and’t pleafe

i

your Ladythip, our faid Mafters tell us

-the heavy Tidings, that wpon this Hu-

gg‘% ‘;f] f%‘: | g’dieﬁ ~many Woollen
tults, and Stuffs mixt.with Silk, and
even Silks themfelves arc in a2 very orks
S €S, are 1n a very great
;fg&furqlaid afide; thatr fome of ?hé:ﬁ
Sale gl;ltei '}'Oﬁ’ and - thrown ‘out -of
> tuch 4as Brilliants 'and: Pu}‘erajks .
; 1Yy

Antherines and Bumbazines,  Sattinets

and Chiverets, Oraguells’s, - Grazetts.:
o . > ] guelila S, “Grazetts:
br,e_alt(. Vamew ?f Sl;:”('3ndi*W0rfte‘"§§'§§f§ .
works, Flower'd Grazerts, Flowerd Silk | -

a ~ ; 3 B ¥ v B
n?i‘k?;?ﬂe d Tam my Draughts, and Da-
X hey éa;ﬂeQ}Icﬁrr d Crapes, ¢&v. and that
wlinl t el Worlted Yarn as
plual at Norwich and London, meithes
amy Wooll 0y more Work for us to do,
£ opinning, the Market beine ftopt
asaforefaid, . . oo OB RtOPE
conﬁ‘dzi: - Ipleafe your Ladythip: then to.
o Wg 1ata fad and deplorable Con-
i10n - we are. now reduc’d: R
Co . v. réducd’ to-in th
thginx:rry 5 foras to us, yOUrPetitioner;
band mgn%sre& above, Farmers and Hus-
do make 'f}'gu'ghtel;’s’ -and our Parents
i o ift to give us Viéluals and
for e yet.that we are utterly ruin’d.-
no Ko Can now get no new Cloaths.
10 Knats, 0o Edeines. as we ok 5>
: ) LAZIngs, as we oblerv’d ty

your

Vo sibin s <

gour Ladyfhips; and ‘without “which.

.,y’ofur*?'Ladyﬂlip well knows we fhall

get no Sweét-hearts, for ‘we cannot go

to the Market nor to the Fair, as ufual;

and your Ladyfhip knows what will be

the ~ miferable  Confequences of ‘thefe
Things, for that the young Men donot
coine after us now, to our FathersHou fes,
as they ufed to do, but always exped to
fee us at Market-Towns ; fo that if { ome
fpeedy Courfe bé not taken in: this Mat-
ter, we are in Danger of being utterly
undone. UL S TP S SR AR

“"And as for- the poor Women ‘and
Children in the Country, as above,whofe

Employment and whole Subfiftence de-
pends upon the Manufa&ures,  and who
muft Spin, ‘or they and their Families
muft farve. It were impoffible, could your
Ladythip hear the fad Lanentations of
thofe Miferable Families, but your Héart
would bleed for them,  and you would
never wear-any Thing that wou 1d con-
tribute fo much to-the Diftrefs of the
But ‘befides this, we humbly crave
Teave to lay before yourLadythip, that,
as we are inform’d, all this fuddain
Change, which is apparently to the
Ruin of fo inany Thoufands of your

Petitioners, is' brought about in Favour
. B of
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of a tawdery, Pie-fpotted, flabby, rag-
ged, low-priz’d Thing, call’d Callicoe

a Foreigner by Birth ; made the L...d

knows where, by a Parcel .of Heathens

‘work for a Half-penny a Day. .
- We likewife humbly reprefent to'your
- Ladythip, that all this Mifery and Di-
ftrefs,awhich s and will be the Confe-
quence of the Ladies falling, with fuch a
-Guft, “into this new outlandifh Fathion,
15.1aid wholly at the Door of your own
Fancies; that you have not been prom-

Ppted to it by your Husbands, .or invited

and-Pagans, that worthip the Devil, and

into it by your Sweet-hearts or Lovers 5
for the Men, it feems, do not wear any
of it themfelves, nor do they find that

you fave them anyMoney in theirPockets

by it, as we thall fully prove to you af-
ferwards: We fay, it'is all laid at your
Door, and we are, given to underftand,

that while the Men in vain have repre-

fented to your Ladythip, that it will be
ruinous and deftru@ive to the Trade of

the Nation, and to the Woollen Manu-

fattures; and defir’d you, tho’ to no Pur-
Pole, to be perfuaded to lay it afide, you
are all the more obftinate’in the Ufe of
it ; {o that they are now oblig’d to lay it

before the Parliament, In order to foree
you to alter the Mode, and to drefs in

the

(11) .
e.o heft, home-fpun Manufac--
he .good; ,honef’c,»lgome {pun Manufa

Eaiesg of England; which, ‘l{)’cyttl?'c \g:a};;] wlz}:
hot only ‘much againft the oraln,  a
::3(? 31?@'59 afh}i,on itfelf,but will alfo beyn}a),u th
to your Difhonour, that you fhou.l_dd‘_ e {o
commdfided by :the Men to lay it lown,
and be brought to do'_lt by For CEd-
-“We moft earneftly intreat your Lady:

| {hip,'thél’@f()f@;*td confider what greatRe-

‘ you are going to bring upon yo -
})eli?rae(;h Z f(l):d; u'po%x us alrl,vaéld :Wdh%‘tl. I?gﬁg
vour Children and Grand-Childrer
even yout Children 2n hus bringing
our Sex:may {uftain, by thus bringin
gg (;Llllfundép_;a?’SQrt of ‘Subjetion to the

Men, in the Modes of our Drefs; «Toke

from Hufbands, which nez’tbqr, we ‘vwf-;o‘ur
fﬂ%?fier}bdve:f_ ever .be.en';a‘ble 10 ‘l)gmb i IE
pught, doubtlefs, go b};’—: ;ﬂggggg; tijndgr
nity of our-Sex to be thus bro he under
is Bondage 5 and, therefore, we mi

gzlllsn'll)gl(;;]’be%eé)ch ‘you to let this Changs
be the Work: of your "own,Chomev : 1a‘b‘ ‘
not fuffer it to be impofed upon '¥0§hey
the Men, who W11Lcertg1nly, l-f thz
carry this Point, take upon-them for th

future to bring in Sumptuary Laws upon

us,-and oblige us to wear fuch Cloaths as

they think fit; ar otherwife,which would

inte I hope you
| lerable, (and which we h
?Veo;?gonzke an Infurre&ion- rather than

fubmit to) oblige the Ladies to wear no -

B 5 Cloaths,
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Clodths any ticher than their Hufbands
_ But befides all this,we defire your La-
dythip, in the humbleft manner poflible;

to take the Condition of our poor Sex into

paflionately reprefent to your. F.ad ythip
how much you afe really intrufted in
this Affair ;- how' the ‘Worthipful' your
Ladythip’s ‘Grandfather ‘was >a s Wooll-
/)’.,(z»qk,“ t'h\é_goé%oﬁld Squire'rais’d all his.
I'ortunies “by “us 'Spinners, and many a
comely Country Lafs' has manufa@drd
for him. OId'Sir Harry Woull:combe,: of

your moft ferio’uscgfgﬁ deration: We moft

: B

toyou, - Madam, and he ‘got'a oreat E:
ftate from the Comb-Por, g and igia‘dé all
his Daughters Ladies and ' Gentle-folks,
Befides, your Ladythip is ally’d, by foine

' ‘.""V',q‘i\ : | '? i - T . T i okl .
Buiry St. Edmonds, was alfo :near of Kin

Removes, toa gredt many RightHonoura-
blePerfons, the dire&Ostpringg‘of the moft
ancient Fainilies in Suffolk and Norfolk,

fuch-as the Families of ‘the Oumblers,
the " Staplers, and the “ancient. Tref-

f¢l-Beaters, and others. L., .. d, Madam
€an you forget the Graves of your Ance-
ftors, and the grey Hairs of your Fore-
_Fatifhe:s? If they fhould rife from the
Dead now, and fee you drefs’d up in
your painted Trangums, and Eaft Indin

Rags, while all the poor Spinners hung

about

o (13):

about you crying for Bread -and for
Work ; good your Ladyfhip, what think
you my good Mafters would: fay to 1t,

“would they not carry }"‘9”? away a PICk'

" ‘Befides, may it pleafe your good Lady=
fhip to cenfider; that if* the: Honour of
your Family is not fupported-and main-
tain’d, which, by the way; can never
be done, if 'a Stop'is not put to the Wea-
ring thefe Callicoe Trumpery, you can.

never maintain or fupport’your Cha=

ra&et ; for, we befeech your Ladythip; if
the ‘Wooll comes. to lie-on Handj and
not be fpun and work’d up, what will
all the Family of the Wooll-Packs 'come
to? They will certainly. be laid by till
they rot, and come to Rags. -We have
often feen; Madam, fome of the largeft

| and moft Rourithing of you Wsell-Packs,

when the Market has been dull, and the
Wooll would -not go off, fuffer great

Condition.™ -+ &
. Nay, let me recommend it to your
Confideration, that if this goes on, the

Lofs, and be reduc’d to a very tatter'd

beft of your Expedtations, and of thofe

other Ladies of your Family, may be
to be fent over to France ; and there, if
nothing worfe fhould happen to you, yet
you muft change yourReligion, and»y&il(-li
R e SR woul
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would all’ become Popifh. Woollpacks,

whether you would or no. = =

.And as for-us poor Spinfters, we muft-
certainly go away to Frange alfo. "Nay,
there is a particular Reafon for that,

which we have not mention’d yet 5 and

that is, that-here is abundance of the

young Men, fuch as we ufed to pitch
upon for -our beft Thoughts, and who,
when they had Work, were pretty clean,
Fellows, and went ‘well drefs’d” a Sun-
quy: ; Wh,o..iw,ere- Manufa&ure rs, and livid
very well, have been forc’d fince to go
down to the Sea-Side, and there thov.
tell us.are French Folks and Durch Folks
at:dpfwich; and other Rlaces, that give
them Money to- go Abroad, and fo we
never {ee them more :;.And affure ‘your-
felf; and’t: pleafe your Ladyfhip, that
1f _- all -qur'Sweet-hearts ‘run” va'wa.,yr,' we
will all go'after them, and then you

But we hope your Ladythip will be

prevail’d upon by the Tears of vour own
Sex, and by the Miferies of ~-t¥1e Poor,
which you cannot be infenfible of to
commlfera.te_ the poor Country, and’ fet
your helping Hand to a Work fo necef-
fary to be done, and (which is more than

- all the reft) is fo eafy for you to do.

Which

| Cis)
‘Which brings us to the main Subjett

of this - your Petitioners hum ble‘Répre~

fentation, namely, Tha‘t&youﬂt;-LgldyﬂiiP

‘would confider how much it is in your
Power,at one Turn of your Hand, to put

an End to all thefeMiferiesof your Coun-
try,and to wipe up the Tears of all the
poor Families' in the Nation; by only

vouchfafing to {ubmit your.Fancy -to
your Reafon, and by bringing your Hu-
mour and your Judgment to correfpond

‘a little together. =~ T |

. Let us fuppofe, for_'bnéé; ihat youi;
Fancy, at leaft for the prefent,-according
to the laudable Cuftom of our Sex, does

‘now run for the Gewgaws of the Eqft

Indies,as{fometimes it has done, in former

‘Z-Da'.y,s, for.thofe of Framce. But, fure,
when you are convinc’d, that this Ufage

‘of yours tends to theentire Deftruction of
the Manufa&ures of your Country, that
it will of Courfe turn Thoufands of poor
‘Women and Children into the Streets a
begging, and to the Parifhes for Support ;
that the Trade thall be univerfally in-
fluenc’d by it, and that a great many de-

vilifh, thieving,running, chea_tiz}gTrades, -

are brought in among us by it, to the

Ruin of the fair Trader 5 we {ay, when -
your Ladythip is convinc’d of this, we

are perfuaded yvou will throw vour fine
Chints
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‘they are now fallen into.

( 16)

Chints Gown and Petticoat in the Fire,
‘and declare that you will nevér more

(’Wéa rany “I'hing {o prejudicial to the Bri-

- tifb Manufacture, -or fo dangerous to the
‘Worthipful Family of the Wooll-Packs.:

~ 'Perinit “us, and’t pleafe your Lady-
thip, in the next Place, humbly to

“teprefent ' to your Confideration “how

¢

abfolitely’it is referv’d ‘in your own

Power, and‘in’your own Hands, to effe&

“this; and’to all Intents and Purpofes to

refcue all the poor Manufa&urers in the

Nation from the Bondage and Mifery

.

" Asthe Evil is 1aid at your D(‘)o“x»', fo

the Remedy “is in your Hands; . for if
you are the Caufe, you may certainly

‘be the Cure. May Heaven di&ate to
‘you, how, being the original Spring
of all our Misfortunes, you ‘are under

an effetual Obligation to endeavour the
redrefling this Grievance.. . .
" As the general Wearing of Callicoes
is' the Complaint, the general Leaving

them off will be the Cure ; the Fathion

1s the Grievance, becaufe'it is a F athion ;
’tis in the Ladies Power at once to make
it odious and abhorr’d all over the King-

dom : You are able to make it as mich

out of Fathion, as you brought it into

Fathion at once : You gave it your Sanc-

tion,

R .

Ci7 ) «

tion, by approving and efpdufingit, and
you can Bk 1t g5 by t‘er) < “
Mouths.‘ (e ; H‘ SR e |
*“Take the Hotiout of it "Madam. From

£

AP ¥ P YT Pies e S gl 4 ? b e
thie Men;: - e thein niothing itd Boaft of

MR AR
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| forreforifitp theirWives; butimaletheir
Wives eriumphi“ over them; by itelling

e

£
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them, that youwhedeveryou' pleafe; cin

diftrefy thém ; and again; whenevef you

pleafe, remove their Grievhnée, 1 f5elt

““The Men can'make o fuch Altesation,
ey cantiot decry ‘or oblige us to'rhé

| Difufe of %y Thit bitif you’ turn

£ “‘;i y '*:,:; Ly iy
they’cantior

your'Byés: dhis for ¢t

2t Ways “volr ébfy

raife or (upprefs what ‘you pléale torthd

Pﬂbllﬂk geneﬁtof the’ Nation, -+ oy
» X6 what Putpofe fhould’ we' trouble

ourReprofentatives with ourComplaints?

Fiafe us, Madain, your felves bf the Trous
ble.If the Wothen'in Erigland will but fet
their Hands to this Work, not 2 Callicoe,

not ‘a‘Piece 6f Linnen printed or ftain’

thall be fold, er worn in England : Then
all'.our ‘Petitions will be at an*End,
they that ‘bid the People petition will
bid them be eafy, all the Manufa@ures

of * Great “Biitzin thall revive, and the
Womeni will have the Glory of having

faved the Nation.

_ We moft humbly put your Ladyfhip

in'Mind how the. Men infylt us upon

Blatt of pode

this

]




i i
o

A Lot s
SR

(18)

this Head 5. how. theyinfolently tell us,
that, tho’, the Women may fometimes do
more Good than Hurt,they neve rhad the
- @pportunity;iof  doing more. Hurt: than

‘Good butthey were fure totake hold of it..

cts ¢ E

+i»And; thus they, con

liverance,: to.ufe their. own Words, is out

of» Sight, becaufe it is-inthe Hands of

the Women, . who.always did Hurt ra-

ther than Good., o i tv vy sl
..Contradi& them,-: we befeech your
‘Ladyfhip, in this. Article, and let the
‘whole Country be faved by your Hand :
All the Petitions then from. the feveral

>arts of the Kingdom fhall be;remov’d,

and we, .the poor. Country, Manufactu-

“gérs and Spinners, will pay, our Ho-
mage ‘to-you Ladies of London, and the

Honour of Delivering- the whole Fami-

ly. of the Spinners fhall be your ewn. .-

- In order'to this, yer of our Pet
.. tion gonclndes;td pour. Ladyfbip, That

- yom puld be, pleas’d 10 take the. fod

i and, deplorable Condition of your poor
.. Perwioners sinto . youy Confiderations

wii and, inwa Word. that. you and all the
- Ladies of your. Family, the Repowned
© O Family of theW oollpacks,with all your.
o Family cand Servants, may, by your
"~ Orders day afide your Callicoe Gowns

and

clude,. that our De--

his; the Praver of our Peti-

Abrozz ‘

B

and Petticoats of all Sorts, and de-
' e of . you: will
S whether

refjing . ’D""f or
rthe-Difb

be-Difbabilé for the Morn-

ing, but that you, wou’d reaffume thofe

*many pretty Stiffs which are already

Invented by our Weavers, or.which
" may be Inventedto pleafe the Fancy,
in the room of the Callicoes 5 and your
Petitioners, leaving all other Applica-

tion, [ball for ever Pray for all Hap-

- pinefs 10" the Noble Eimily of she
e Wool.lpéc‘k_s.{ SRR R

- Dor othy D,ﬁaff

~ Eleanor Reel.

¢ P . .
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Fer acknowledging, Sir, your
very good Meaning in your
late Performance for the En-
| couragement of the good
—_ Wivesintheir compleat Way
of Drefling, it feems very ftrange that
you who are {o exquifitely read in the
o o Literature

TR
i N
Lz 3

R4
A

N e

A

| c L)
Literatute: of .the Toyletre, - that. could
rate the very Smocks of the:Ladies, and

tell ag well hiow, much theg coft a-Yayd, -
- mddy Yards: of; Hilland -there

are i theid ;[ fay, that'youw thould omat
fome Articles in the :Lady’s Wardrobe,
that are:{o necefls ry -to.compleat:the
variQus: Appearances. of @ F ine Lad

. pat

c

R L A R Los. Ao -
Hat OfLegbO’ 7o T 1000
A Beaver and Feather ) .. ..
- for the Foreft —— . 3 00 .0
A Riding Svit, with Em-)1 _ . . .
broldeiyof Paris —— §.:47 070,
‘Three: Drefles for, the)
-wMafquerade, two from.$
... Venice, 18-l eachh ——)
One from Paris of Greeny . ceni
- Velvet a la Sultannefle b e
- {et with Pearls and Ig;-’ [Qg 15 b

\ 36 00 O
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A fter, Su‘, you had gonethls léngth, |
‘you ought:té have convers’d. with - Tom -
Drawboy the Mercer upon Ludgare-hill,
o o | who

"f.’
Y te



who would for Two Bottles have con-

fefs'd that they  (Mercers) " have about
twelve or fifteen Mafter-Weavers at this
Time in° Work -in Spittle:fields, ~and all

¥ept in full Bufinefs, making French

‘Brocaded Silks for the Ladies; that is
to fay, for thofe Nice Ladies of Qua-
ity whodo not take up withany T;h"i’?g

but what is right French,. = )
It muft be confefs’d that this is a very
great Help to the Weavers at this the

Time of their unhappy Circumftances’;

~and therefore. thofe Ladies are ex-

ceeding kind,- and " great Supporters

of. the Silk Manufactures: of Great

Britain, who are pleafed thus far to
fhut their Eyes upon f{o extraordinary
an Occafion, and be put off with Spittle-
fields inftead of the Fauxbourgs of Paris.
And as they have no Wrong done them,

the Goods made in Spirtlefields ‘being |
not only as good, but every way fupe- -

vior to thofe made in Paris, ’tis hop’d
they will not think them lefs French,
for being ‘made ‘in their own Coun-
.try...l,-;._,.,_,..., o

There are fome other Trifles, Sir,

you had forgot alfo, which T fhall not

now enumerate, as fome Effences, Po-
atums, efpecially. that of the. grand
e | - Qccafion,

—————,
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Ocmfz’on, and fuch like Toys, which
muft not be reckon’d to coft the Lady
l?fs than-150/ a Year, but of thefe here-
after. . | i

I moft humbly bég_ydur,,Wéﬁfﬂiip’s»

Pardon for thefe Hints, -not doubting
but you will makea good Ufe of them
as they occur in your next SPINSTER.

Spitter de Fel,

I 'zzm» Sir
Fan, 2, 1720 SR T

Tour moft Obedient Servant,

Tiflerando de Brocade.
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